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BRIGADIER GODFREY LERWILL, OBE, MC, DL

1 9 1 0 -1 9 9 0

B rigad ie r G odfrey Lerw ill cam e to the M iddlesex Regim ent fo llow ing  a highly successfu l and 
d is tingu ished  career in the Indian Army.

G odfrey w as born in 191 0  and having been educated at Eastbourne C o llege  and attended the Royal 
M ilitary C o lle ge  at S a n d h u rs t he was com m iss ioned in to the S ikh Regim ent in 1931. In those days the Indian 
Arm y was in a lm ost constant action on the A fghan fron tie r aga inst the we ll equ ipped tribesm en w ho were 
being incited  by the ir leaders, the Faquir o f Ipi be ing the m ost we ll known, to challenge the G overnm ent of 
Ind ia ’s authority over the area. Follow ing early tra in ing as a young officer, he was sent to the fron tie r to 
com m and a detachm ent of 150  men w h ich  inc luded local scou ts  and garrison troops. The operations were 
varied, consis ting  m ostly of patrolling, setting up am bushes, and nearly every n ight an engagem ent w ith  th 
tribesm en w h ich  often ended w ith  th row ing  grenades. In the sum m er o f 193 8  G odfrey w as in com m and o f the 
fo rt at Datta Khel, som e 10 m iles from  the A fghan border. The fo rt cam e under vio lent attack and was besieged 
fo r six m onths before a re lie f co lum n w as able to  break th rough and scatter the tribesm en. For the stal 
de fence o f the fo rt and his outstand ing leadership qua lities G odfrey won an im m ediate M C  -  a d e c o ra ^ w  
w h ich  was rarely aw arded in so called ‘peace tim e' so ld iering. Later he attended the S ta ff C o llege  at Q uetta and 
when W W 2  broke ou t he saw fu rthe r active service in Burma. In 1945  he was appointed to com m and a 
m achine gun battalion o f the Sikh Regim ent in Burma, w here his leadership qua lities again cam e to the fo re  in 
having to we ld  com panies o f S ikhs and Punjabis into a co-operative team w h ich m ore than proved an effective 
figh ting  fo rce  aga inst the Japanese around the S ing i Bridgehead. Lerw ill’s strong persona lity and com ple te 
ind iffe rence to personal danger was a m ajor fac to r in boosting  m orale during  these particu larly d ifficu lt 
operations. Later the batta lion was in M andaley and d is tingu ished itse lf in b itter figh ting  in the M auchi and 
Toungu regions.

W ith  the partition of I ndia, Lerw ill transferred to the B ritish  Arm y and we were particu larly proud that sue 
a d is tingu ished o ffice r elected to jo in  the M iddlesex Regiment. In 1 94 8  he becam e a com pany com m ander 
w ith  the.1 st Battalion and in th e fo llo w in g  year he w as appointed 2 IC o fth e  Battalion in Hong Kong. In 195 0  he 
was posted as G SO I East Anglian D is tric t and in 195 3  G odfrey became C om m anding O ffice r o f the 2nd 
Battalion (Royal) N igerian R e g im ent H is period of com m and co inc ided  w ith  the presentation o f new co lours  by 
HM The Queen. G od frey 's  fina l com m and cam e in 1 95 6  when he was appointed B rigad ie r C om m anding 168 
Infantry Brigade, TA. in London. He retired from  the Arm y in 1959.

In retirem ent he w as em ployed by the C o rnw a ll C ounty C ounc il as em ergency planning o ffice r and as 
such he had to  co-ord inate the relief services and deal w ith  the oil sp illage  caused by the ground ing on the 
rocks o f the tanker Torre  Canyon. H e w as aw arded the O B E  and became a Deputy L ieutenant fo r Cornw all.

Know n w ith  very much affection  as ‘Loppy’, G odfrey w as a large man w ith  a w onderfu l sense of humour. 
A lw ays very m uch a fron t line and pro fessiona l sold ier, he was a lso a keen and active  gam es player, excelling 
particu larly at tenn is  and achieving A rm y C ham p ionsh ip  standard. H e was a lso a keen supporte r o f the 
Regim ental G o lf Meetings. W hen he becam e a Die Hard, he adopted his new regim ent w ith  trem endous 
enthusiasm  and he w ill be greatly m issed by all.

The funera l took place at M arston Magna, near to his home, and the regim ental representation c o n s i^ w  
o f C o lone l and Mrs. C layton, M ajor P. H all and M ajor P. Marshall. G odfrey is survived by his w ife  Dorothy (‘Dee’ 
to  so  many o f us) and his fam ily, to whom  w e o ffe r our deepest sympathy.

FORECAST OF EVENTS 1990/91 

1990

15 S eptem ber Korean C lub  Reunion at the V icto ry S ervices C lub, Seym our Street, London W 2, 6.30 p.m

4 O ctobe r 2 /7 th  Bn (1939-45) Luncheon at the V ictory S ervices C lub, Seym our S tre e t London W 2.
1 2  noon.

I  2 O ctobe r The Q ueen’s Regim ental A ssociation M eeting, C on fe rence  Room, Duke o f Y ork 's HQ
Chelsea, London SW 3. 11.15 a.m.

13 O ctobe r Q ueen 's Regim ent W O s & Sgts Past and Present D inner at B assingbourn .

6  Novem ber H ousing S ub  Com m ittee Meeting, Duke o f Y o rk ’s HQ , Chelsea, London S W 3, 6.45 p.m.

8  Novem ber 7th M iddlesex O ffice rs ' C lub  D inner at S tationer's Hall, Ave M aria Lane, London EC4.

^ ^ N o v e m b e r  Cerem ony at Field of Rem em brance, W estm ins te r S W 1 .
A ssem ble at M iddlesex G uildha ll 10 .40 a.m.

I I  Novem ber 2 /1 0th Bn (1914-18) R em em brance S ervice at S t N icholas C hurch , C h isw ick,
London W 4, at 3 p.m. A ll mem bers o f the Regim ental Associa tion  are invited to attend.

7th Bn R em em brance S ervice at S t Mary w ith S t G eorge Parish C hurch , Hornsey. 
A ssem ble 10.30 a.m. A fte r the Service all are invited to  the Priory Road Drill Hall.

26  M arch Regim ental Associa tion  Executive M eeting at C onfe rence Room, Duke o f Y ork 's HQ,
Chelsea, London S W 3, at 6.15 p.m.

27 A p ril 1 /7 th  Bn (1939-45) Luncheon at the TA Centre, Priory Road, Hornsey. Assem ble  1 2 noon.

10 May M iddlesex Regim ent O ffice rs ’ C lub  Dinner.
Venue to be announced later.

11 May A lbuhera  S ervice o f Remem brance, S t Paul’s Cathedra l, com m encing 2.30 p.m.

Annual Reunion at the V ictory S ervices C lub, Seym our St, London W 2, at 6.30 p.m.
Annual G eneral M eeting 7.30 p.m.

14 May 9th Bn O ffice rs ' Annual Luncheon at the O verseas League, Park Place, S t Jam es's St,
London S W 1. A ssem ble 12.15 p.m.

Q UEEN ’S BIRTHDAY HONOURS

W e send ou r s incere  congra tu la tions to M rs Moira Audrey C oates Jeffcoat, w ife  of Lt-Col E.A.H. Jeffcoat, 
MBE, on the award o f the M.B.E. fo r Politica l and Public Service.

Surely a very unique occasion to have husband and w ife  holders of the MBE.

BENEVOLENT CA SES

During the period 1 January to 15 June 1990  the sum of £ 6 4 2 6 .0 0  has been spen tfrom  the Regimental 
Charitab le  Fund in ass is ting  47 m em bers of the Regiment. The Arm y Benevolent Fund con tribu ted  £1 248.00.



DONATIONS TO THE CHARITABLE FUND

The S ecretary and Treasurer gratefu lly acknow ledge the fo llow ing  donations to the C haritab le Fund:

a. A fu rthe r donation  o f £ 3 4 8 .7 4  from  the estate o f the late S g t A rch ie  Brown, 9th Bn, m aking a total o f 
£ 2 3 4 8 .7 4 , in add ition  the sum of £ 1 1 0  w as received from  his friends.

b. Donation from  B rig  B.H. M arciandi in memory of the late Maj G en C.M.M. Man.

c. Donations from  M rs J. Sm ith (w idow) and M rs B.M. James (daughter) in memory o f the late M r J. Sm ith
’36, fo rm er FE PO W  1st Bn.

d. D onations from  M ajor W .H . Lovell and M r L.T. P lum b in memory of the late M ajor R.W.J. Smith.

e. Donation from  Sqn Ldr J.N. Hereford, RAF, in memory o f his late uncle, M r R.C. Barber, who served with 
our R egim ent in W W 1 and w ho died last year aged 91.

f. Donation o f £ 2 5  from  m em bers o f the 1 /7 th  Bn (1939-45) Luncheon C lub.

g. Donation in m em ory of the late M r Jack C h ris tie  from  his daughter Sheila.

h. Donations to ta lling  £ 1 4 6 .9 0  received by M rs D. Lerw ill in memory o f her husband the late Brig  G eoffrey 
Lerwill.

i. P lus donations from  indiv iduals to the charitab le  fund:

j. A  donation of £ 2 0 0  from  the estate o f the late Maj G en C.M.M. Man, CB, OBE, MC, £ 1 0 0  to the
Regim ental M useum  and £ 1 0 0  to the Regim ental C haritab le Fund.

Mr D.F. Barrett, M r A.J. B riggs, M r K.H. Brown, M r PJ. Cain, C apt J.L.A. Ceaton, M ajor B.K. Clayden, Mr
E.J. C o llier, M iss E.A. Deeves, Lt P.H. Denning, Mr W J.C . G ardner, Mr RJ. G ibson, M r B.A. G ostick, Mr
W.J. G ou ld , M iss P. Harrison, Lt J.H. Hedgely, M rs M.F. Hofman, M r J.E. Hutchins, M rS.E . Mason, M r H.J. 
Mellor, M r J.O ’Sullivan, M r S.M. Peart, Capt G. Plummer, M rs J. Riseley, M r A. Russell, M r E.H.T. Steward, 
Mr PJ. S tewart, M r W .R. Stone, M r M.D. Thomas, M r A.E. Tuthill.

FREE NEWSLETTERS

The E d itor w ishes to thank m em bers fo r the ir generosity in donating extra subscrip tions so that free 
cop ies o f the D iehard N ew sle tte r can be sent to  deserving O ld  Com rades. 149 m embers did so -  too many for 
names to be pub lished.

DONATIONS

The fo llow ing  donations have been m ade during  the period 1 January to  15 June 1990:

a. A donation o f £ 4 0 0  to the  M idd lesex and North W e s t S ecto r o f the Arm y C adet Force League.

b. A donation o f £ 1 0 0  to  B(A lbuhera) Com pany, 8 th(V) Bn The Q ueen’s Fusiliers(C ity of London),
Edgware, to  ass is t w ith  the travel costs, entry fees, accom m odation and m essing of a team o f 13, to
com pete in the 1 99 0  NIJM EGAN M arches. Each individual contribu tes £ 3 0  and the overall cos t of
supporting  the team is £ 1 6 0 0 . W e  take th is opportun ity  to  w ish those taking part every success.

c. A donation of £ 1 0 0  to Friends o f S t Paul's Cathedral.

d. A donation o f £ 5 0  to ass is t w ith  the restoration o f the 191 4-1 8  K ing G eorge H ospital W ar Memorial in 
the fo re court o f the Parish C hurch o f S t John the Evangelist, W aterloo  Road, London SE 1.1 2 0 0  names 
are com m em orated on th is  memorial, many from  the M iddlesex Regiment. The cost o f restoation is 
estim ated at £ 5 0 0 0 . Any m em ber who would  like to ass is t shou ld send the ir donation made payable to 
the W ate rloo  Parochial C h urch  C ouncil, 1 Seeker Street, London SE1 8 UF, who are sponsoring  the 
appeal.

e. A donation o f £ 1 0 0  to the Royal S tar and G arter Home, R ichm ond. At the present tim e 3 members o f the 
regim ent are being cared fo r in the home.

OFFICERS’ CLUB DINNER

The annual d inner w as held at Over-Seas House, Park Place, S t Jam es’s Street, London S W 1 , on Friday 
11 May. Lt-Col T.W . Chattey presided. The Very Reverend Eric Evans, Dean o f S t  Paul's Cathedra l w as the 
principa l g u e s t

The fo llow ing  a ttended:-

O ffic ia l G uests: The Very Reverend Eric Evans and M rs Evans, Maj Gen P. Ba ldw in  and M rs Baldw in, M ajor C J. 
Bellingham  The Royal Hong Kong Regim ent (The Volunteers), The Rev and M rs W .E.B. Jones, M iss Jean 
B ow er and M rs C h ris tine  Pollard.

M em bers and Private G uests: Lt-Col and M rs T.W . Chattey, B rig  and M rs B.A.M. P ielow, B rig  M.H. M arciandi, 
B rig  and M rs D.B. Rendell, Co l I.R. Burrow s and M iss B. Colley, Co l and M rs R.M. Cain, C o l and M rs A .SJ. de S. 
C layton, Co l and M rs R.H. Graham, Co l A.M. Man, C o l HJ.A. Moore, Lt-Col and M rs B.A. C arlston, Lt-Col and 
M rs C.N. Clayden, Lt-Col and M rs J.M. Hewson, M ajor and M rs R.A. Bartlett, M ajor R.A.J. C heffins, M ajor and 
^ ^ P . D J .  C larke, M ajor and M rs H.E. C ouch, Lt J.P.A. Day and M iss C. Day, C a p t and M rs M J.S . Doran, M ajor 
aSo M rs D.M. Falcke, C apt R.M. Fox, M ajor F.K. G ladden, M ajor D. Harw ood and guest M ajor P. Bateman, Capt 
D.A. H aw kins and guest M r A.D. Scudam ore, M ajor and M rs S.L.J. Henshaw, C apt and M rs P.J.T. Lane, M ajor 
and M rs C.L. Lawrence, M ajor and M rs A.E. M cManus, Major and M rs R.E.B. M orris, C apt and M rs K.D. Murray, 
M ajor G.G. Norton, M ajor and M rs A.E.F. W ald ron , M ajor V. W illiam s.

A p o log ies  w ere  received from: Maj Gen S ir John W illoughby, M ajor K.P. Baxter, M ajor P.G.V. Bellers, 
C o l I.D. Brotherton, M ajor G. Ch iverall, M ajor P. C o llins, M ajor W .G.A. Crum ley, Co l W .D. Ellis, C apt S. le M. 
Enthoven, Lt-Col R.D. Fisher, C a p t J.S.C. Flavell, Lt-Col P.w. Galvin, M ajor P.H. Marshall, C a p t PJ.A. Pielou, Co l 
J.N. Shipster.

The venue fo r the D inner in 1991 is still to be arranged.

9th BATTALION THE MIDDLESEX REGIMENT (D.C.O.)T.A.

OFFICERS’ ANNUAL REUNION LUNCH

The fifth  annual luncheon took p lace on Tuesday 15th May 1 99 0  at the Royal O verseas League, S t  
James’s Place, S W 1. C o lone l H .W .W . G ray was in the C ha ir and the guest w as M ajor A.E.F. W aldron.

The lunch was attended by 17 o ffice rs  who were:

D.A. Bond, PJ. Cundy, B.T. Davis, D.E. Dowlen, J.R. Doyle, A.G.B. Drabble, H .W .W . Gray, H.J. Hesketh,
P.W.S. Hodge, E. Howkins, R. Hughes, A.M.H. Jones, D.V. Littlejohn, W . M acG regor, K.O. Sayers, J.K.E.
Slack, D.C. Tom lins.

C o lone l G ray proposed the loyal toast and a short inform al speech was m ade by D.E. Dowlen, the Lunch

»retary, during  w h ich  he read the text o f a loyal message w h ich  had been sent to Her M ajesty the Q ueen, and 
M ajesty's reply.

He advised w ith  regret the passing o f G eneral B ill Hughes, Tim  M ayhew and Freddie Tyler, and 
proposed a toast to  ‘A bsent Friends' to  w h ich  all raised the ir g lasses. The fo llow ing  o ffice rs  being unable to 
attend had sent the ir apo log ies and best w ishes to all fo r a successfu l occasion:

J.T. Dear, H.G. Hansdh, W .D . H iddleston, R. W heatley, L.C. W righ t.

H e was very happy that 1 7 o ffice rs  were present, w h ich  ou t o f a poss ib le  total o f 31 was a very good 
turnout particu larly bearing in m ind that due to  age or physical incapacity, it was now no longer poss ib le  fo r a 
num ber o f the non attenders to  make the journey. There w ere how ever one o r tw o  absentees who he hoped 
w ould make the e ffo rt to  attend another year as it wou ld  be n ice to  see them again.

C o lone l G ray thanked David Dow len fo r arranging such  a p leasant lunch and his e ffo rts  were much 
appreciated by all.

Next year’s lu nch has been booked fo r Tuesday 14 May 1991^, and all are asked to make a specia l note o f 
the date as there w ill be no fu rthe r rem inder until the usual notice is sent ou t next Spring.

D.E.D.



THE Q UEEN ’S REGIMENT

BATTALIONS’ M OVES AND CH ANG ES OF COMMAND

The 1 s t Batta lion com ple ted a 4 1/2 month tou r of duty in N. Ireland at the end o f February and returned to 
T idw orth  w here they w ill be based until the ir move to  M inden in early 1991. The ir CO , Lt C o l C h ris  C harter 
handed over com m and to Lt Co l A m 6 d 6 e M i6 ville  on 6  April. In the 2nd Battalion, Lt Co l M errick W illis  w ill be 
succeeded as C O  on 8  June by Lt C o l David W ake  and the battalion w ill be posted to Canterbury from  M inden 
in early 1991. The 3rd  Battalion m oved from  A ldergrove, a fter a tw o year tour there, to C yprus in M arch wh&je 
they are based in the Ep iskopi S overe ign Base Area. The 5th (Volunteer) Battalion w ill have a new CO  
Novem ber when L t C o l P h ilip  Pearce hands over to  Lt C o l C h ris  Argent, a TA officer. No successo r h a s w t  
been nom inated fo r Lt C o l John Salm on w ho com m ands the 6 th /7 th  (Volunteer) Battalion but on 20 July L tC o l 
Peter M cLelland, aQ ueensm an, takes over com m and o f the 8 th Q ueen 's Fusiliers from  L tC o l N ick Brunt RRF.

REGIMENTAL ACHIEVEMENTS

Som e readers may not have heard that, last sum mer, the 1 st Battalion C ricketTeam  achieved a unique 
hat-trick by w inn ing  the Arm y M ajor U n it Cup, the Infantry UK C u p and the Infantry (W orldw ide) C ricke t 
C ham pionsh ips. These three v ic to ries  have never before been gained by The Q ueen’s Regim ent o r any o f our 
fo rbear regim ents.

Th is  year, 2nd Batta lion team s have won the 10km  N ovices C om petition at the Infantry Ski m eeting and 
a lso the BA O R  Sm allbo re  Shooting . M eanwhile, w ith  three indiv idual w inners, the 6 th /7 th  (VoJaoteer) Battalion 
cam e firs t in both the M ens ’ -and- W o m e n s ’ events, at the South  East D is tric t TA O rienteering  Cham pionsh ips.

REGIMENTAL HEADQUARTERS

Maj Hugh Tennent and M aj D ick  W a ite  w ho have w orked in Regimental Headquarters respectively fo r 
10 and 11 years retire  th is  June. They w ill be succeeded by Maj Joe O ’G orm an who started Arm y life in The 
M iddlesex R egim ent (DC O ) and Maj B ill M arshall who orig ina lly jo ined The Buffs.

£63,000 FOR CHARITY

D uring 1 98 9  the  Regim ent raised o r assisted in raising no less than £ 6 3 ,0 0 0  fo r good causes. The 
Batta lion donated £ 1 1 ,0 0 0  to  the A co rn  T rust fo r the Handicapped, the 3rd  Battalion £ 6 ,6 0 0  fo r the R ^ n  
National Life  Boat Institu te and 8 th Q ueen 's Fusiliers £ 3 ,8 0 0  fo r the S t G eorge 's  H ospital S canner Appeal. 
Tge 6 th /7 th  (Volunteer) Battalion, in con junction  w ith  the Reed B usiness P ublish ing G roup, raised £ 3 0 ,0 0 0  
fo r the Q ueen E lizabeth Foundation fo r the D isabled. In add ition, sm aller sum s were accum ulated by all 
batta lions fo r  a w ide  variety o f charities.

THE FLYING DRAGONS

For the second success ive  year the Regim ental Free Fall Team, the Flying Dragons, did the ir team 
tra in ing  in C a lifo rn ia  in February. D uring the 199 0  season they w ill again be g iving over fifty  d isplays o f sky
d iv ing at show s, fe tes and o ther func tions  throughou t UK, and w ill be running a program m e o f one day 
parachu ting courses  at Bassingbourn . There  are a few  dates still available in their program m e fo r fu rthe r 
bookings. Danepak have generously agreed to extend the ir sponsorsh ip  o f the Flying D ragons to at least the 
end o f 1992.

HMS CHATHAM

The Regim ent has another A ffilia tion  w ith the Royal Navy, th is  tim e w ith  H M S Chatham, a new 4 ,200  ton 
Frigate. The C o lone l of the Regim ent headed a small representative party from  the Regim ent at her 
C om m iss ion ing in Chatham Dockyard on 4 May, at w h ich  our A lbuhera Band and 1 st Batta lion C o rps  of Drum s 
played. That evening the Flying Dragons gave a display and the Band and D rum s Beat Retreat in the 
m agnificent setting o f Rochester Castle. A  few  days later a party  of Q ueensm en sailed w ith  H M S Chatham  
from  Chatham  to Portsmouth.

‘M / I L E G E ’ OF CITY OF LONDON

O n 21 May the 8 th Q ueen 's  Fusiliers exercised the ‘Priv ilege’ o f m arch ing th rough the C ity  o f London, 
w h ich  is held by both its parent regim ents. The Lord Mayor of London took the salute and a reception fo llow ed 
afterw ards in the G uildhall.

FREEDOM PARADE IN WORTHING

O n Saturday 23 June a con tingen t from  the 1 st Battalion, led by the ir C o rps  o f D rum s and the Kohim a 
(Volunteer) Band, w ill exercise the Regim ent’s Freedom o f W orth ing, jo in tly w ith a detachm ent from  H M S 
Sussex. This parade w ill be part o f the B o rough ’s Centenary Celebrations. In the early evening the Band and 
D rum s w ill Beat Retreat ou ts ide  the Tow n Hall.

A i m e n t a l  l ife

The Q ueen 's  Regim ent appeared on B B C  2 TV in a series of six 4 0  m inute program m es ca lled  ‘Arm y 
Lives' from  3 A p ril to  8  May. A t the tim e o f going to  press these program m es had not been seen, but they were 
in tended to  g ive a v iew  o f the life of a serving so ld ier and his family. M uch of the film ing  had been done in our 
battalions.



THE ROYAL HONG KONG REGIMENT(THE VOLUNTEERS) ASSOCIATION

The Royal H ong  Kong R egim ent (The Vo lunteers), London Branch, held the ir annual dinner on Friday 1 
June, at the C avalry and G uards C lub, London W 1 .

L t-C ol T .W . Chattey, O BE, attended.

ALBUHERA DAY

The H om e Postal and C ou rie r Depot, Royal Engineers, Ing lis Barracks, M ill Hill, kept up the trad ition o f 
laying a wreath on ou r Regim ental W a r M em orial on A lbuhera Day. As usual the Regim ental Flag was flow n fo r 
the day.

8  m em bers o f the Regim ent attended. M r L.T. Plumb, M r R.E. Beall, Mr M. Bradwell, M r G.T. Boswell, Mr 
T. B a rn e tt M r RJ. C u b it t  all fo rm er m em bers o f the  1 st Bn, M r S.C. Cole, 1 /7 th  Bn and M r J.E. Sceats, H o ^ i  
Defence.

A t 11 a.m. w reaths w ere laid by the C o m m anda n t C o lone l M.A. Browne, on behalf o f the Postal and 
C o urie r D epot R.E. and M r L.T. Plumb, on behalf o f the Regim ental Association . The party were then 
enterta ined in the O ffice rs  Mess.

A  firm  lia ison w ill be m ade in 1991 w ith  the Hom e Postal and C ourier Depot Royal Engineers.

The Regim ental Flag was also flow n on A lbuhera Day from  the London Borough of Enfield, C iv ic  Centre, 
Enfield. Th is  was arranged by M r H J. Mellor.

Colonel M.A. Browne and Mr L.t. Plumb

ANNUAL REUNION

The annual reunion w as held in the C arisbrooke Hall o f the V ictory Se rv ices C lub, Seym our S t  London 
W 2 , on Saturday 12 May, and com m enced at 6.30 p.m.

The attendance was an increase on last years num bers w h ich  I d id  not th ink possib le , but it happened. 
The cos t w as £ 6  per head (kept to th is price by a regim ental associa tion  subsidy) and the staff o f the V ictory 
S ervices C lub  produced a n ice meal and a we ll laid out and attractive hall w h ich  received many favourable 
com m ents. The staff were excellent and th is all helped to make the evening a m em orable one. This year we 
w ere allocated a separate room fo r the Annual G eneral M eeting w h ich  was a great help and m ade it poss ib le  to 
hear one another.

The M anager te lls  me that the D iehards ‘e lbow  lifting ’ in the bar is exceptional and the ir behaviour 
exemplary.

.  I m ust again rem ind all D iehards w ho are m embers o f the V icto ry S ervices C lub  to book room s early -  I 
^ » e s t  you do so by February.

The Korean C lu b  were given perm ission to  run the raffle w ith  pro fits  to  c lub  funds. I m ust record our 
thanks to M rs G ood w ho made a beautifu l cake w h ich  was raffled and resulted in a good pro fit to the Korean 
C lub. Regre tfully I w as not able to thank M rs G ood fo r th is very fine  gesture w h ich  was m uch appreciated as 
she was unable to  attend. H er husband d id his national service w ith  the 1 st Bn in C yp rus and he had a very 
appropria te name -  B.E. G ood -  I hope he is ! and I w ish I w as !

Q u ite  a num ber o f m em bers have written or phoned to say how much they enjoyed the evening. It is nice 
to  know  that it is all w orthw h ile  and that m embers appreciate and enjoy seeing one another.

Every year when I book the hall I th ink  o f the late W 0 2  Stan Bartle  who f irs t recom m ended the V ictory 
Service C lub  as the ideal p lace fo r ou r reunion. H is son, Robert, who also became a W 0 2  regularly attends.

See you all next year.

#



Les Loomes, Les Plumb, Bob Yerby

ALBUHERA SERVICE OF REMEMBRANCE

The annual A lbuhera  Service o f Rem em brance was held in the Regim ental C hapel of S t Paul’s 
C athedra l, on Saturday 1 2 May and com m enced at 2.30 p.m.

The serv ice  w as conducted by C anon John Halliburton, S t Paul's Cathedra l assisted by our ow n Rev 
W.E.B. Jones and the Rev Patrick Tuft, V icar o f S t N icholas and S t Mary M agdalene, C h isw ick  (honorary 
C hap la in  to  ou r 2 /1 0th Bn 1914-18). B rig  B.A.M. P ielow  read The Lesson and The Address was by the Rev 
Jones. O nce  again the S ervice w as exceptionally we ll attended and an increase on last year making it 
necessary to bring in m ore seating. The flow ers in regim ental co lours were exceptionally well presented. O nce 
again the sound system let us dow n -  th is  is now becom ing an annual disaster desp ite  the efforts o f the 
Cathedra l authorities. Free cop ies o f the O rde r of Service are available to anyone in terested -  all you have to do 
is to ring the Secretary on 0 2 2 7 8 7 4 4 5 .

As usual ou r three sta lw arts paraded at the entrance to the Cathedra l and welcom ed those attending the
Service

DIEHARDS KOREAN CLUB

The annual reunion o f the D iehards Korean C lub  w ill be held on Saturday 15 S eptem ber 1990, at the 
V icto ry S ervices C lub, Seym our Street, London W 2. The Bar w ill open at 6  p.m. and the Annual G eneral 
M eeting w ill com m ence at 6.30 p.m. T ickets  w ill cos t £ 8  per head and app lica tions  shou ld be m ade fo rthw ith  to 
M r S. W ebb, 24 Polstead Way, C lacton, Essex C 0 1 6 7AJ. C heques shou ld be made payable to the M iddlesex 
Regim ent Korean C lub.

1/7th BN (1939-45) LUNCHEON CLUB

The 28th  Annual Reunion and Luncheon was held at the T.A. Centre, Prio ry Road, Hornsey, on Saturday 
28th April. M ajor A lan C arter was in the Chair. O ur guests were Lt-Col T.W . Chattey and M ajor A.E.F. W aldron, 
P resident and Secretary respectively of the Regimental Association .

The attendance show ed a s ligh t d rop  from  last year som e o f our m em bers having reported to that 
S B rrdroom  in the sky -  8  in number. It was as usual a carnival occasion, M ajor D errick H arw ood driv ing up from  
cam p w ith  C SM  Sm ith and o ther m em bers trave lling from  all corners of the British  Isles. W e  learned that Lt-Col 
Tom Chattey had the honour o f being the Guard Com m ander at Buckingham  Palace the night that the P rince of 
W ales was born. W e  also learned that his nicknam e was ‘F lash’! Say no more.

W ith  the passing of the years these m eetings grow  m ore m ellow  like the fe llow s who com e -  they seem 
to get m ore enjoyable too. The D iehard sp irit lives on, w h ils t it does the country has not m uch to w orry  about. A ll 
m em bers sent best w ishes to fo rm er RSM ‘Rocky’ Kn ight and RQ M S Les Hosslen.

W e  all le ft w ith  prom ises to meet again on 27 A p ril 1 9 9 1 .1 do hope our m em bers w ill increase, if you 
know o f anybody w ho w ould like to attend ju s t send me the ir address. Thank you all fo r com ing.

Tony W hite.

2/8th Bn (Resuscitated) 1 st Bn

The 2 /8 th  Bn(R esuscitated) 1 st Bn held the ir B iennia l Luncheon at the V ic to ry  S ervices C lub, London 
W 2, on Saturday 12 May 1990.

The luncheon w as a great success w ith 55 D iehards a ttending from  all parts o f the U.K. inc lud ing 
Northern Ireland. It was good to  see Col W .D. Ellis once again. There w ere  one o r tw o new faces th is  year, 
notably Lt-Col J.D. M cFarlane w ho was w ith  the 2 /8 th  in 193 9  as a subaltern. A lso  S g t D e rrick Deamer a 
m em ber o f the D iehards Korean C lub. Another guest was C o lone l C am eron S tew art o f the G ordon 
H igh landers w ho lives in London. Roy B ishop met him in G eel, Belg ium , when representing the Diehards 
during  the celebra tions o f the 45th  Liberation Days, last Septem ber.

The next Luncheon w ill be in May 1992, same venue.

Roy B ishop.



THANKSGIVING SERVICE FOR THE LATE MAJ GEN C.M.M. MAN, CB, OBE, MC.

Afte r the S e rv ice  many m em bers asked if the Address by Maj Gen David L. Lloyd, CB, DSO, O BE, MC, 
cou ld  be pub lished  in the Regim ental Newsletter. It is repeated below: -

M ost o f us here w ill have known General C h ris  Man best before he moved north w ith Topsy to manage 
the Duke o f A th o ll’s excellen t caravan site  at his castle  home in Perthshire.

So I thought I w o u ld  ta lk fo r  a few  m inutes abo u tthe  life he led up there a fter h e le ftth e A rm y  in 1969  and 
during  w h ich  tim e I saw  quite a bit o f him.

Perhaps not everyone know s that in A p ril 1988  C hris  Man had a leg amputated adding to all the other 
stra ins w h ich  he was strugg ling  so bravely to overcom e.

He had already had a stroke; and th is  affected his speech as we ll as the use of his arm and leg all dow n 
one side. He was abso lute ly determ ined not to be defeated by this. So he did all that he could to regain the 
facu lties o f w h ich  he had been so suddenly  deprived. O f course, slowly, he conquered it all m a rv e llo u s j^

Soon after he had lost his leg I w ent to see him in hospital at B ridge  of Earn just outs ide Perth. And a liffle 
later I w ent to the Artific ia l L im b C entre  in B roughty Ferry where he was beinq fitted, and learn inq how to cope 
with, his new limb.

I arrived in the a fternoon when C h ris  and som e others were being given those horrible, hearty 
exhortations about how to m anoevre the ir wheelchairs. There he was, laughing away and trying so hard to show  
the others -  m ost o f whom  w ere half his age -  that he cou ld  propel a w heelchair just as well as they could.

And he then to ld  me that he w as fu ll o f adm iration fo r the way som e of the others were making progress. 
He just assum ed that the ir lo t was so m uch w orse than his. I took him a bottle o f whisky, w h ich  he popped into 
his bedside  locker and was go ing  to  share w ith  his new-found friends. So typical o f him!

I never ceased to wonder at the courage, the hum our and the steadfastness w ith wh ich  he faced up to the 
d is tress he su ffe red in his last years. It was not only the physical torm ent he had to endure. There was also the 
constan t w orry  that w as ever w ith  him about Topsy.

And I recall how, shortly  a fter I had bought m yself an e lectric  tricycle, w h ich did so much to restore my 
ow n m obility, I took it to  show  him. It w as a lovely sunny day. H e was sitting  on a w ooden seat outside his fla t at 
B la ir Castle, w h ich  the  Duke had generously given C h ris  fo r his lifetime.

I dem onstrated my m achine to him and he was thrilled w ith  it. He quickly sized up the advantages which 
one would bring Kim. W ith in  a few  w eeks he bought his ow n and it made a great d iffe rence to his life from  then 
on.

W henever I w as in S co tland, and had my e lectric  tricyc le  w ith  me, I wou ld  drive over from  A ngus to  see 
him. Together w e used to  ride  around the lovely g rounds am ong the many vis ito rs to the castle. Then w e ’d go 
dow n the m ajestic lim e avenue to  the main gates before turn ing into the caravan site, w h ich  C h ris  ran so 
success fu lly  a fter he le ft the army tw enty years ago.

H ow  w e used to laugh at the  though t o f us tw o decrep it o ld G enerals racing each o ther at aout 8  mph 
dow n to  B la ir A tho ll village!

The firs t tim e w e d id th is I d iscovered that my steed was just a little faster than his. W hen I next met the 
D istributor, w ho looked a fter us both, he to ld  me that he had ‘governed dow n ’ C h ris ’s machine. He felt, quite  
rightly, that he w ou ld  only w ant to drive it fla t o u t  I never let on about this; nor did I ever dare to pass C h ris  again. 
He was sen io r to me anyway!

O ne o f C h ris  M an's m ore endearing qua lities was his essentia l humility. It w as th is w h ich  prom pted him 
to  jo in  up and serve in the low est rank, as a Private so ld ie r w ithou t th inkig  it in any way ou t o f the ordinary. Chris  
once  to ld  m e what fun  it was to have as a Sergeant-M ajor som eone who had previously been a.Squadron- 
Leader in the Royal A ir  Force. To start w ith  they were  both in a m uddle as to what they should call each other!

C h ris  M an w ould  never have endured the fo u r years that he had as a prisoner o f the Japanese w ith ou t the 
nob le charac te ris tics  w ith  w h ich  he was so handsom ely endowed. H e was one o f the very few  who was not 
obv ious ly  affected by the sub-hum an horror of his experiences. For, qu ite  exceptionally, he went on in the Army 
and d is tingu ished  h im se lf in many Com m and appointm ents.

He loved the A rm y and he especia lly  loved The M iddlesex R eg im ent So it is fitting  that w e are all together 
here, in the Regim ental Chape l in th is  great C athedra l -  a C hapel that he was so instrum ental in establish ing, to 
sa lute his memory.

It is my priv ilege to have been invited by his Regim ent and by his fam ily to speak about the gratitude we all 
ow e to C h ris  Man.

Not only d id  he set us a se lfless example; but he a lso gave his gentle  and understanding friendsh ip  to so 
many in all w a lks o f life.

W e  w ill rem em ber his ow n life as a Christian, fo r it ep itom ised everything that is decent and upright."

2/1 Oth Bn The Middlesex Regiment(DCO) O CA  1 914-18

The 62nd annual luncheon of the 2/1 Oth Bn O ld C om rades Associa tion  was held at the V icto ry Sevices 
C lub, London W 2, on Saturday 19 May, to celebrate in particu lar the 75th  anniversary o f the Landings on the 
G a llipo li Peninsula in April and A ugust 1915. M r A.D. Scudam ore, a veteran o f th is cam paign presided. Lt-Col 
T.W . Chattey w as the principal guest; B rig  B.A.M. Pielow, Co l A.S.J. de S. C layton, M ajor A.E.F. W ald ron , the 
R ^kP a tr ic k  Tuft, C apt D.A. Hawkins and many ‘Friends o f the 2/1 Oth' attended. A  very warm  w e lcom e was 
t^P n d e d  to C apt Dan Cattel, v is iting  U.K. on business from  Australia. M r S cudam ore and Capt H aw kins having 
recently taken part in the 75th anniversary p ilgrim age to G a llipo li o rganised by the Royal B ritish  Legion were 
able to give a lively report on their experiences on th is  never-to-be-forgotten occasion w h ich  included a 
m eeting w ith  the Prim e M in ister and the M in ister fo r Defence, and a Reception at the B ritish  consu la te  at 
Istanbul. The nom inal roll o f the O C A  now conta ins only fou r names o f orig ina l m em bers of the Battaion.

O ur custom ary Rem em brance S ervice w ill be held at S t N icho las C hurch , C h isw ick, at 3 p.m. on Sunday 
11 Novem ber next. A ll m em bers a n d ‘Friends of the 2/1 Oth’ w ill be m ost welcom e, and th is app lies especia lly to 
M EM BERS OF THE REGIM ENTAL A S SO C IATIO N  W H O  IN PAST YEARS HAVE ATTENDED THE 
REM EM BRANCE SERVICE AT ING LIS BARRACKS.

A.D.S.

PERSONAL JOTTINGS

Lt B ob  Avery w ho served w ith  the 2nd Bn from  1946-47  retired at the end o f 198 9  as a C hartered 
B u ild ing  Surveyor. He has very kindly offe red to  ass is t w ith the m aintenance of the regim ental p roperties at 
A lbuhera C lose, Enfield.

I feel I m ust record my thanks to Charlie(Boy) Be llcham bers fo r the very in teresting ‘tapes’ he has sent 
from  New South  W ales, Australia. I enjoy lis tening to his rem iniscences.

Roy B ishop, D Com pany 2/8th(1 st Bn) w ro te  on 10 June to say that he attended a D inner given by the 
r̂ ^ i c ip a l  A u thorities at Estry, Calvados, to ce lebrate the renam ing of the V illage Square o f Estry to ‘K ings O w n 
^ R t is h  B orderers P lace’. Roy was Platoon S g t of 13 Platoon w ho were g iv ing  support to the K O S B ’s in 
liberating Estry in 1944.

Form er Private W .A. B lake (6203553), FE PO W  1 st Bn, in form s me that his gall b ladder operation was 
successfu l and that his badly u lcerated legs have im proved. He sounded very relieved!

Form er S g tT on y B riggs  Signal Sgt, 1 st Bn, who is em ployed by the British  M ilitary G overnm ent Berlin  as 
a transport supervisor, in form s me that s ince the opening o f cross ing  po in ts between East and W e s t Berlin, 
every VIP has had to get in to the act, vis iting the city and extending the ir tou r to get over the  other side, and as he 
is expected to provide drivers, transport and often a program m e it has taken m uch o f his time. I am sure  he 
coped very well, S igna l S g ts usually do. Form er Drum M ajor John Lew is w o rks fo r the sam e unit.

A  recent co rresponden t was M r A.B.S. B roadbent (49395), now in his 91 st year, w ho served w ith  the 
25th  Bn in W orld  W a r 1 and survived the s inking o f the SS  Tyndareus.



The fo llow ing  m em bers o f the 2nd Bn attended the 50th  Anniversary ce lebrations at Dunkirk in June -  
C apt J. Ceaton, B ill Phipps, Steve Cox, Ken Horton and 'Dukie ' Lewin.

Joe C lem ents w ro te  on 1 2 June to inform  me that he was a m em ber o f a party of eleven m em bers of the 
Norm andy Veterans A ssocia tion  who have just returned from  a vis it to  Caen, Bayeux, Ranville and Cam bues- 
En-Plaine. The party a lso visited the Am erican, Germ an and Canadian cem eteries. They visited the well known 
C afe on the Pegasus B rid ge ’ and he sat next to the fam ous M ajor Howard! H is chest measurem ent is now 57 
inches w h ich  exceeds his w a is t line.

RQ M S G eorge Cooper (6210526) w rote to say that he was sorry not to be able to attend the reunion due 
to m edical problem s. He w ished us all a very good meeting.

A regular corresponden t from  Q ueensland, Australia, is Reg Co tton (6 2 026 83 ) who was a FE P O w l 
the 1st Bn.

C apt W .H . (Battler) Craydon, now 87  years, w ro te  to say how sorry he was that he cou ld  not attend the 
reunion. He sends his regards to all his friends.

Form er W 0 2  Bob C u b itt is anxious to  purchase a M iddlesex Reqim ent ca r badqe. If vou w ish to sell qet 
in touch w ith  Bob.

Mr Frank D ickinson (62169 27), 70 th  Bn 1942-43 , 1st Bn 1943-44, 2nd Bn 1944-45 , has moved to 
Lincolnshire.

M ajor Pat Donovan, M ajor Jimmy W ild  and C apt Tom M cM illan and the ir fam ilies are all we ll and send 
regards to  all D iehards. They a lso patronise the ‘O ld Inn’ at A llington, N r Salisbury, run by fo rm er Drum  M ajor 
Jeff Leat.

Another invalid, A rthu r Drake (6 2 014 72 ) te lls  me he and his w ife  have recently enjoyed a holiday in 
Spain. W e  hope th is  change of scenery w ill do them good.

Many m em bers asked why that fa ith fu l and popular D iehard fo rm er S g t A lf E llis (6 1 977 42 ) d i d w t  
appear a tth e  annual reunion. He later te lephoned to say that he was unw ell but is making a good recovery. H e is 
now 82 and te lls me that the reunion is som ething he looks forw ard to very much.

C a p t W .C . (W illie) F le tcher celebrated his 90th  birthday on Thursday 31 May.

C a p t A lfred  G oldm an in form s me that he was appointed P resident of the O ld  M illh illians C lub  last 
O c tobe r and th is o ffice  lasts fo r one year. O ne. o f the th ings he had to do was to  give a short address on 
Rem em brance Sunday. He said in ter alia, ‘For a m om ent my m ind w anders south along The Ridgeway, where a 
sim ila r service is taking p lace to  the memory o f those who served and d ied in the M iddlesex Regiment, The 
D iehards, and in w hose B a tta lions in both W o rld  W ars  and in Korea and C yprus many O ld M illh illians served, 
w hose  fo rm er headquarters at Ing lis Barracks w as bom bed jus t sixteen m onths ago th is  weekend. O ur 
h istories have, in fact, co inc ided, fo r the S choo l was founded  in 1807 and on May 16th 1911, the regim ent won 
its battle honours at A lbuhera, and its Com m ander, Co lone l Inglis, cried  am idst the carnage, Die Hard, my men, 
d ie  hard!', and they did'.

M rs Rhoda Hale sends her best w ishes to all her friends in the Regiment.

A  recent co rresponden t was Horace Ham (1615) who served w ith  our 1 6th and 1 2th Bns in W o rld  W ar
1. Horace w ill be 95 in July and is cared fo r in the Royal S tar and G arter Home, Richm ond.

C o lone l Tony Hew itt w rites from Queensland, Australia, to inform  me that his second book ‘C o rrido rs  of 
T im e’ w ill be pub lished tow ards the end o f the year. He will be go ing to Hong Kong fo r the Battle fie ld  Tour, 1 8 -  
19 S eptem ber w h ich  is being organised by C o lone l O live r Lindsay.

O ur best w ishes to Jock Hughes (2978223), FEPOW  1 st Bn, fo r a speedy recovery after su ffe ring  3 
strokes. Ill health has been his lot fo r many years and luckily he is we ll cared fo r by his w ife  Betty.

M rs Nora Jeffree, now 94 years, w idow  o f fo rm er Drum  M ajor and Band S g t Jeff ree, although frail, keeps 
go ing and resides in a nursing home.

O ur best w ishes to W 0 2  R.W.R. (Sonny) Makewell, DCM , now 89  years, w ho has been serious ly  ill fo ra  
long time. A t the m om ent he is in hospital and th is  has enabled his w ife  to have a we ll earned rest. He won the
D.C.M. w h ils t serving w ith  the 1 /7 th  Bn between 25 and 27 May 1940.

Form er Sg t G eorge Law rence (6198352), now 80, sends regards to old com rades.

Another regular co rresponden t is Drum m er A.E. (Dukie) Lew in (6104549), shortly to  be 84  years of age. 
He keeps me up to date w ith  in form ation about D rum m ers of the 2nd Bn. He keeps fit  and attends m ost 
functions. H is father served in the regim ent during W W 1 and w h ils t a ttending the D unkirk  parade vis ited his 
grave.

M r E. McEvoy, 30  Hythe Road, D ym church, Kent, is very anxious to trace Drum m er David Pum frey who 
w as the best man at his w edd ing  25 years ago. If you can help p lease get in touch direct.

t  G eorge Neville (5247) 2nd Bn W W 1 , celebrated his 94th  birthday in style at the Red Lion, H arlington. 
?ven guests attended a sp lend id  luncheon and the w ine flow ed freely. G eorge still w o rks as a free lance 
ysiotherapist, goes fish ing and enjoys a lunch tim e pint.

I w ill te ll you a story o f a dear old man 
A  w onderfu l character he,
I only tell you w hat I can,
W hen w e met he w as ninety three.

Every day he vis its our Pub 
H e w alks a steady mile.
Though he really com es just fo r the grub,
H e’s always got a smile.

He always tu rns up on the dot,
Hard ly ever is he late.
The kitchen sta ff are on the trot 
As they rush to f ill his plate.

He te lls  us stories o f long ago 
And o f all the th ings he has done.
He has not had it easy though,
And many a battle he has won.



As he com es in th rough the door,
W e  are p leased to  see his face;
For th is dear chap o f ninety four 
Keeps everyone in place.

S om ehow  he always seem s to thrive,
Though he’s been through th ick  and thin;
Full o f life  push ing ninety five,
That sure beats Errol Flynn!

Dear G eorge, w e hope you have a specia l day 
W ith  lo ts o f “Bubbly" and good cheer.
W h ile  w e all th ink of th ings to say,
W e  know  you w ill be drink ing beer.

S o keep your spirit, my dear friend,
D on ’t th ink what m ight have been.
Keep sm iling  through, and in the end 
You'll be hearing from  the Queen.

B ill P h illips (6 2 018 06 ) w rites from  C hris tchu rch , N ew  Zealand, to  give me all his news and to say how 
m uch he enjoys the Newsletter.

C apt Patrick Pielou w ill be organ is ing  private tours to S ingapore -M a laya-P enang , taking in Kuala L u m p u r-  
C am eron H igh lands-P en ang, during S eptem ber 199 0  and to Burm a February/M arch 1991. Anyone 
interested shou ld  make contact to  Patrick at 2 Em peror’s Gate, London SW 7.

O ur s incere  congra tu la tions to M r and M rs A lbert P ilfo ld (62082 22), FEPO W  1 st Bn, on celebrating 
the ir G o lden W edd ing  anniversary w ith  a tw o w eek holiday in Tenereife.

C o lin  Q uickenden (6 2 082 49 ) FEPO W  1st Bn has recently been in to hospital fo r surgery and is now 
m aking a good recovery.

O u r s incere  congra tu la tions to M r and M rs Jim R id ler (6 2 142 50 ) on ce lebrating the ir G olden W edd ing  
anniversary on 23  D ecem ber 198 9  w ith  a tw o week holiday in Spain.

W ou ld  anyone w ith  know ledge of C apt Thom as Rollason M C  (1 7th Bn, Mx Regt, 1 9 1 5 /1 8 ) or who has 
any pho tographs o f the 1 7th Bn, please con tac t Lt Co l Harry M ainwaring, Low er Green, Denston, Newmarket, 
C B 8  8 PN. Tel 0 4 4 0  82051 2.

A  retired Sapper, M ajor D.M. Roy, has asked if any Diehard can com ple te  the conc lud ing  lines to the 
fo llo w in g  verse:

O H  to the M iddlesex Fair

O H  to the Fair M iddlesex 
etc etc

D o le t me know  if you can and no ‘hom e made' proposals.

S g t D ick S tone  (6201 255), regrets he is unable to attend regim ental gatherings ow ing  to his lim ited 
m obility  and sends best w ishes to all his friends. He was badly wounded serving w ith  the 1 st Bn in Hong Kong.

M r W (B illy) Thom pson, M M (617139), now 96  years, who orig ina lly enlisted into the Arm y Service C o rps  
and later served w ith our 1 9th Bn in W W 1 . He in form s me that he was a m ember of a party that trave lled to 
Mons, 27 May -  1 June. He appeared on T.V. w earing his M iddlesex maroon and O ld G old tie and looked very 
sm art indeed. The leader o f the party was Brig  Strake o f the O ld C ontem ptib les Associa tion  and B illy 
presented him w ith  a M iddlesex Regim ent Ice Bucket.

M r J. V iner (6 2 111 54 ) w ould be pleased to hear from  com rades who served w ith  him in 2 P latoon A 
Com pany 2nd Bn 1940-46.

A ll m em bers o f the Regimental Associa tion  w ish  Maj Gen S ir John W illoughby, a speedy recovery from 
his recent hip replacem ent operation.

Form er W 0 2  B ill W rig h t has w ritten to apo log ise  fo r not being able to attend the reunion th is year ow ing 
to a fam ily wedding.

The grandson o f B ob  Yerby (621 7123) was christened in the Regim ental Chapel, S t Paul’s Cathedra l, 
on 24  M arch 1990. B ob  recently had a heart scare and is now on ligh t duties.

M r C J . Young, 33  Lytham St, London S E 1, is trying to obtain a maroon and old gold cap badge backing. If 
you can help d rop him a line.

The fo llow ing  have jo ined the Regim ental Association :-

C p l H.G. A lco ck  (24307 529), served C  Com pany 1 /7 th  Bn and B Com pany 1st Bn, 1942-47.

Private M. B radd ick  (23979 629 ), served H Q  Com pany 1st Bn and 4 Q ueens, 1963-70.

Private K.G. Branton (6 2 0 5 1 3 9 ),served Depot, M ill H ill 193 9 ,1  Kensing tons 1940, taken P O W  194 0 - 
45. D ischarged 1946.

^  C p l H.A. B row n (19118 394), served 2nd Bn, 1947-49.

C p l R.G. C haddock (6206766), served B Com pany 2 /7 th  Bn, 1939-46.

Private B.T. Bunton (23146394), served H Q  Company, 1st Bn, 1955-57 . Batm an to your Editor.

Private V.E. C lem ents (6203565), served D Com pany 2nd Bn 1937-40, and then serv ice  w ith 
Kensingtons, London S co ttish  and R. Inn iskilling until 1946.

C p l R.T. C ooper (23245262), served Band 1st Bn, 1955-70.

Private P.F. C row ley (19025 483); served R. H am pshire Regt 194 6-4 7  and H Q  Com pany 2nd Bn
1 9 4 7 -4 8 .



Private V.C. Debenham  (1441 7189), served D Com pany 1 / 8 th Bn 1943-45 ,1  /7 th  Bn 1946  and 1 st Bn
1947.

Private F.W. E dw ards (6207879), served B Com pany 1 /7 th  Bn 1938-44, R. S ignals 194 4-4 5  and 
C hesh ire  Yeom anry 1946.

C o lone l J.K. Evans, Royal M arines 1947-59, M iddlesex A.C.F. 1961 -6 8 , M iddlesex and N.W. London 
A C F 1968-88, C urrently  Chairm an N.W. London(M X) B ranch SSAFA and Divisional Secretary fo r Harrow.

S g t J.E. F ield (6205552), served 1 st Bn 1939, M G TC  G osport until 1942, H Q  and D Com pany 1 / 8 th Bn 
until 1945  and then a few  m onths w ith  26 M GTC. ^

Private W J.C . G ardner (62121 54), served 8  PI B  C om pany 1 /7 th  Bn 1940-46.

Private D.T.A. G atehouse (23979 944), served 1 s t Bn 1 9 6 3 -6 8 ,4  Q ueens 1968-70 ,1  Q ueens 1970-73.

Private T. G atehouse (241 28470), served 4 Q ueens 1967-71 , 1 Q ueens 1971 -73.

Private J.A. G ird le r (241 28958), served C  and H Q  Com pany 4 Q ueens 1967-73. W ounded  Northern 
Ireland 1971.

Private P.J.W. G ray (19042 354), served 1947-49 , Royal Fusiliers and 1st Bn 1949-52.

Sg t D.C. Hannam (621 7109), served Band 2nd Bn 1945-47  and Band 1 st Bn 1947-54.

Private T.P. Jones (14320 246), served 1 /7 th  Bn 194 3-4 5  and 2nd Bn 1945-47.

LCpI D.A. B inns (Dusty) (14320 246), served Band 1 st Bn 1956-68. He is now known as D.A. K in ic j i l  
having changed his name by Deed Poll in 1972. '

Private P.K. Lam bert (7944859), served R.A.C. 1941-43, A  Com pany 1 / 8 th Bn 1943, wounded 
Norm andy 10 July 1944, d ischarged 1945.

Private R. M aynard (23638 996), served 1st Bn 1959-61.

Private W . M iles (14425 565), served 8 th Bn and 2nd Bn 1942-47.

LCpI F.W.G. Newm an (14453 628 ), served Q ueens O w n Royal W est Kent Regim ent 1944-47 , HQ  
Com pany, Drum s, 1st Bn 1947-54.

Drum m er H. Revell (6203208), served A Com pany 2nd Bn 1 9 3 6 /3 7 , H Q  Com pany 1 st Bn 1937-46. 
FEPO W  and held in Tokyo No. 2 Camp.

Drum m er F. Revell (6217032), served C  and HQ  Com pany 2nd Bn, 1942-47.

Drum m er A.W. Revell (19002640), served H Q  Com pany 2nd Bn 1946-48.

C p l A.A. Roe (6212557), served C  Company 8 th Bn 1940-46.

Sergeant A.H. Rowson (6209978), served C  and D Com pany and fina lly B Company, 2nd Bn 1939-46.

Drum m er P.G. Shelton (23257709), served H Q  Com pany 1st Bn 1956-58.

W Q 2  T.C. Skerry (6209839), served A Com pany 2 /7 th  Bn 1939-46.

Private D.W. S p ice  (22466 594), served 1st Bn 1951-56.

Private A.R. S w inscoe  (6206634), served 1 /7 th  Bn 1939-46.

Bandsm an W .W . W a llw o rk  (22803 132), served Band 1st Bn 1954-62.

Private R.G. W ills  (24033 905), served B Com pany 1st Bn and 4 Q ueens 1964-74.

REGIMENTAL MUSEUM

The fo llow ing  item s have been presented to the Regim ental M useum:

•  M edals o f LCpI Ronald W ilfred  W e lle r (64051 54), consis ting  o f the 193 9-4 5  Star, France & G erm any 
Star, Defence Medal, W a r Medal 1939-45. Presented by M rs A. W eller, w idow , o f 75  Little Haven Lane, 
Horsham, W est Sussex.

b. 191 4-1 8  W a r Diary o f Lt-Col T.S. W ollocom be, MC. Presented by his son, M r R.H. W ollocom be.

c. Powder Horn, 77th, inscribed Seringapatam , Badajos, El Bodon, Peninsula, C iudad Rodrigo. Presented 
by M r A.K.G. G ilbertson, Rowanlea, K ilconquhar, Fife.

d. M anuscrip t by Samuel Gresty, RASC, ‘My Last 7 Days w ith  the B ritish  Expeditionary Force, M ay-June  
1940 .’ (C oncerns the 1 /7 th  and 2nd Bns).

e. P icture o f Band, 2nd Bn 1948  in a fram e inscribed 2nd(D CO ) Regt, Burm ah 1883. Presented by
6 1 9 9 2 8 7  Bandsm an G. Geary.

NORMANDY VETERANS ASSOCIATION

The Hoddesdon Branch, Herts, has been recently established and they are look ing fo r new m embers. To 
be elig ib le  to app ly you m ust have landed in Norm andy between 5 June and 20 August 1944. The  Secretary is -  
M r LJ. Toop, 63  Trin ity Lane, W altham  C ross, Herts.



OBITUARY

It is w ith  deep regret that w e have to announce the fo llow ing  have died:-

A LG A R  -  O n 18 February 1990, Private C laude John M orris  A lgar (6207707), aged 70 years.
H e served from  193 9-4 5  w ith B, C  and H Q  Com panies, 1 /7 th  Bn.

B A TC H E LO R  -  O n 27 May 1989, W 0 2  D ouglas A rthur Batchelor, MM, (6209862), aged 70 years.
D oug B a tche lor served w ith  the 2 /7 th  Bn from  193 9-4 6  and was w ith  B  Com pany and B Group. H e was 
aw arded the M ilitary Medal on 23 Decem ber 1 94 4  fo r gallantry in the C arne Farm area.

BIRD -  O n 1 M arch 1990, Private John James B ird  (6204648), aged 69  years.
He jo ined the T.A. on 25  May 1938  and served w ith  the 1 / 8 th Bn until M arch 194 2  when he was posted 
to the  Royal Northum berland Fusiliers.

BISSET -  O n 1 Decem ber 1989, M ajor A lan B isset (6198753), aged 77 years.
A lan enlisted as a Boy so ld ier on 10 D ecem ber 1928, jo in ing  the Band o f the 1 st Bn, service in P a le s t i^ k  
1931 -33, S ingapore  1936-37, Hong Kong 1 93 7 -3 9  fo llow ed. H e was posted to the U.K. in early 1 9 ^ ^ r ' 
on com ple tion  o f his engagem ent and transferred to  the Arm y Reserve on 21 June 1939. O n 2 
S eptem ber 1939  he was recalled and jo ined the Depot at M ill Hill. In 1942  he w as posted to the O ffice r 
C adet S choo l and was com m iss ioned in to the N o rthum berland Fusiliers. A few  m onths later, June 1943, 
then in the M idd le  East he had a knee operation, w as m edically dow ngraded and posted to the Arm y 
C atering  C orps, then in the form ation stage. O n 10 July 196 4  he retired from  the A.C.C. w ith  the rank of 
Major. He was a m ember o f the N orth H ants G o lf C lub  and regularly attended the Regimental G o lf 
m eetings. In h is  younger days he was a keen sportsm an and enjoyed soccer, hockey and sw im m ing.

BLAKE BUDDEN -  O n 7 June 1990, M rs Barbara B lake-Budden, aged 90 years, w idow  o f C a p t EJ. Blake- 
Budden, who served w ith  the 8 th(TF) Bn in W W 1 . H e died 15 Novem ber 1971. Barbara was a life  long 
supporte r o f the Regim ent and regularly attended the S t Paul's R em em brance Service.

BU RN AG E -  O n 18 February 1990, CpI R oger Paul Burnage (23129 956 ), aged 56  years.
Roger com ple ted his National Service w ith  the 1st Bn in C yprus 195 5-5 7  and was a very popular 
m em ber o f the Bn. In c iv ilian  life  he was em ployed in the who lesa le  meats trade.

C H AC KSFIE LD  -  O n 16  D ecem ber 1989, Doris, w ife  o f Private G eorge C hacksfie ld  (6201836).

CLARKE -  O n 23 M ay 1990, Private Bernard A llan W illiam  C larke (22275 706), aged 5 9  years.
He enlisted in to the Royal N o rfo lk  Regim ent in A p ril 1949, and on com ple tion  o f his tra in ing  was posted 
to the N ortham ptonsh ire  Regim ent w here he rem ained until M ay 1951. H e was posted to the D iehards 
on 16  May 1951 and service in Korea, Hong Kong and Austria  fo llow ed . He was transferred to  the 
Reserve on 11 M arch 1954. H e was very proud to be a D iehard, sadly fo r the last ten years he suffered 
very poor health.

C O LE B E C K  -  O n 17 D ecem ber 1989, W 0 2 (O R Q M S ) Ernest C harles C o lebe ck (62027 35), aged 73 years. 
Ernie C o lebe ck en listed at M ill H ill on 6  D ecem ber 1935  and jo ined the 1 st Bn in S ingapore  in e a i^ ^  
1 93 7  and in the  sam e year moved w ith  the Bn to Hong Kong. H e was a m ember of a specia l d ra ft o f 3 0 )  
led by the late C a p t V ic C o ope r w h ich  le ft Hong Kong in 194 0  destined fo r U.K. The dra ft go t s topped in 
Malta and w ere  then posted to various units in E g yp t He eventually arrived in UK Novem ber 1943. He 
w as posted to the  2nd Bn and took part in the Norm andy landings return ing to the U.K. in A ugust 1945. 
The next 7 years were spen t at the D epot and ERE. In 1 95 3  he jo ined the 1 st Bn in A ustria  1954, Cyprus 
1 95 5 -5 8  and B A O R  1959. H e w as d ischarged  on 1 June 1961 on reduction o f es tab lishm ent having 
served fo r 25  years 17 8  days. In A p ril 1 96 4  he became a c iv il servant and jo ined Regimental 
H eadquarters at Edgware, w here he rem ained until 1977. Ernie w as the S ecretary of the M ill H ill branch 
fo r som e years and also ran the bar fo r the C lub. The funeral was well attended by his fo rm er comrades. 
W e  m ust a lso thank his w ife, Daisy, fo r all help w ith  the running o f the M ill H ill branch.

C O R N FO R D  -  O n 10 February 1990, Private David Keith C o rn fo rd  (23684 409 ), aged 4 9  years.
H e enlisted as a regular so ld ier in Novem ber 1958, serving until Novem ber 1960, when he was 
d ischarged  m edica lly u n f it  H e served w ith  the  1st Bn in BAOR.

C U S S E LL -  O n 26 February 1990, Private Henry R ichard John C usse ll (61408 01), aged 72 years.
He en listed on 12 A u gus t 193 5  and a fter recru it tra in ing  was posted to the 2nd Bn. He jo ined the 1 s t Bn 
in Hong Kong during  A ugust 1938  and w as taken P.O.W . on 25 D ecem ber 1941. D uring 1 94 3  he was 
m oved to  Japan and w as held on O m ori Camp, Tokyo. H e was transferred to the Arm y Reserve on 19 
O c to b e r 1946. In c iv ilian  life  he becam e a chauffeur.

DANIELS -  O n 18 Novem ber 1989, Private J.A.(Gypsy) Daniels (6201422), aged 73 years.
He enlisted into the Regim ent in 193 4  and jo ined the 1 st Bn in 1936  in Singapore. He purchased his 
d ischarge in 1937. M r H. Foakes attended the funeral.

DESC H -  O n 8  February 1990, the Reverend Roland Desch, MBE(Military), aged 78 years.
Roland was Padre to the 1 st Bn 195 9-6 0  and it was a sad day when he had to return to U.K. Lt-Col and 
M rs C.N. Clayden, together w ith  M ajor amd M rs C.L. Law rence attended the funeral.

ED W ARD S -  D uring January 1990, Private Dennis Donald Edwards (G /32559 ), aged 90  years.
He served w ith  the 5th Bn 1916-17  and 6 th Bn 191 7-18.

ED W ARD S -  O n 13 May 1990, M rs G race Edwards, aged 81 years.
She married the late Sg t FJ. Edwards, VC, in 1948. the m edals of the late Sg t Edwards were purchased 
by m em bers o f the regim ent and are on disp lay in the Regim ental Museum.

^ ^ L T O N  -  O n 23 Decem ber 1989, LCpI G eorge Robert Fulton (6974684), aged 87 years.
He served w ith  the Royal Inniskilling Fusiliers from  1921. to  1937 and w ith  the M iddlesex R egim entfrom  
1937 to 1947. He was adm itted to In Pension Royal Hospita l C helsea on 1 2 June 1972. H e becam e a 
very popular m em ber o f the Royal Hospita l and paraded w ith the Regim ental Associa tion  O ld  C om rades 
on many occasions. M ajor A.E.F. W ald ron attended the funeral.

G U M BU R D  -  O n 7 A p ril 1990, LCpI Abraham  (Issy) G um burd (6203907), aged 72 years.
Issy G um burd enlisted at M ill H ill in 1937 and after his recru it training was posted to the 1 st Bn in Hong 
Kong jo in ing  B Company. O n 25 Decem ber 1941 he was taken P.O.W. and was eventually sent to Japan 
and held in Shinagawa Camp. He w as a regular correspondent. He was transferred to the Arm y Reserve 
in 1946.

H O LM ES -  O n 27 D ecem ber 1989, LCpI David Llewellyn Holm es (6211795), aged 72 years.
He served w ith HQ  Com pany 2 /7 th  Bn from  194 0-4 6  and saw service in North A frica  and Italy. He w as a 
driver. M r R.H. Taylor and M r S. Loe attended the funeral.

JENKINS -  O n 27 M arch 1990, M ajor G ilbe rt Jenkins (204414), O BE, MC, aged 77 years.
G ilb e rt Jenkins jo ined the territoria l A.A. Regim ent in 1938  and was com m issioned in the M iddlesex 
R egim ent in 1941 and jo ined the 2 /7 th  Bn, serving w ith  the Bn until 1946. He com m anded M.G. and 
M ortar C om panies during  the Italy and Anzio cam paign arid was aw arded the M ilitary C ro ss  on 9 
February 1944. The cita tion read:

“O n 9 February 1944, the Heavy M ortar Com pany com m anded by th is o ffice r w as in action East of 
C arroceto  in the Anzio Beachhead, and in its v ic in ity  w as a M achine G un PI, both sub-un its being in 
support o f an Infantry Battalion. During the afternoon the enemy attacked in strength, and at the same 
tim e heavy artillery and m ortar fire  was put down. The M achine G un PI C om d was killed; his PI S g t 
had previously becom e a casualty. C apt Jenkins was ordered to take com mand o f it, and was 
successfu l in extricating it from  its position w h ich  had becom e untenable, and bring ing it again in to

•  action at another place where its fire  cou ld  be brough t to bear effective ly on the enemy. Later, due to 
shell fire, w ire less com m unication failed between the mortar contro l post and the mortar line, and he 
repeatedly transm itted the fire  orders himself, and to do so had to cross about 1 ,2 0 0  yards o f open 
country each time. For approxim ately 5 hours he was under constant heavy shell fire, and during  th is  
tim e he show ed fine  qua lities o f leadership and great gallantry."

In civilian life he jo ined the Surrey C om et as a reporter and served the paper fo r the next 4 0  years, 
becom ing E d itor and M anaging Editor. He played a large part in the rapid grow th  o f the pub lish ing  
com pany Knapp Drew ett & Sons Ltd and the pub lic ly  quoted T rident G roup  Printers, a com pany w ith 
prin ting centres th roughou t the country. He was Chairman of the Sea C adet C o rps  and H onorary 
Treasurer, Sea Cadet Association . For his services to these organisations he was aw arded the O.B.E. in 
the 198 3  Q ueen’s B irthday Honours. During his long association w ith  K ingston he held many local 
appointm ents. I understand a num ber of m em bers of the 2 /7 th  Bh attended the funeral.



KIDD M ajor Peter G ou ld ing  has written the fo llow ing  few w o rds  in memory o f C apt D.E. McF. K idd, whose 
death w as brie fly announced in the Decem ber 1989  Newsletter.

D ouglas K idd p in e d  the 2 /7 th  Bn from O CTU and previous T A  service during  the early years o f W W 2.1 
f irs t m et him w hen he p in e d  C  Company, then on coast de fence in Norfo lk, in 1941. H e soon show ed 
h im self to  be a keen and e ffic ien t platoon officer. O ff duty he had a great fla ir fo r o rgan is ing  sport and 
en te rta inm ent and his civ ilian experience as a Bank O ffic ia l was invaluable in dealing w ith  mess 
accoun ts etc. Upon the reorganisation of the Bn in to S upport G roups D ouglas was given com m and of 
one of the new 20m m  O erlikon G un com panies, and threw  him self into th e p b  o f retraining in the new 
role w ith  his custom ary enthusiasm , w h ile  at the same tim e preparing fo r the Bn 's departure overseas. 
H e shared the d isappointm ent of all concerned when it was decided a year o r so later to d isband the 
20m m  com panies, after so much keen w o rk  had been pu t in. H e continued serving w ith the Bn in North 
A frica  and Italy in various capacities until dem obilisation. O n return to  c iv il life he was prom oted to 
M anager o f one o f the Bank’s principa l branches in the W e s t End o f London, and was a loyal supporte r of 
the 2 /7 th  reunions. In retirem ent he acqu ired a holiday apartm ent in Spain and took the opportun ity jo  
v is it A lbuhera and bring back pho tographs of the area. Som e 4 years before his death he s u f f e r e t ^  
severe stroke resulting in total incapacity, w h ich  he bore w ith  fo rtitude. My ab id ing memory is of 
irrepress ib le  enthusiasm  and cheerfu lness a t all tim es. He was a good mate.

JONES -  O n 3 May 1990, M rs M atilda (Tilly) Jones, aged 89 years, w idow  o f Sg t Kenny Jones (6197370).

MILLER -  O n 15 A p ril 1990, S g t Lew is G eorge V ic to r M ille r (2685), aged 9 3  years.
He served w ith  A  Com pany, 1 2th Bn, during  W W 1 . H e had tw o  sons who died during  W W 2 , one in 
action during  the Burm a cam paign and the other on the Death Railway in Malaya, both serving in the 
Australian army.

M O O D Y — O n 2 January 1990, LCpI A lan James Moody, aged 60  years.
H is regim ent was the Royal C o rps  of M ilitary Po lice w ith  whom  he served from  1947 to 1953. During the 
Korea cam paign he was attached to the 1 st Bn and D Com pany fo r a short period. A fte r leaving the 
service he served fo r 25 years w ith  the M etropo litan  Po lice and from  1 97 8 -8 9  as a Security  O ffice r with 
the Bank o f England. He regularly carried the ‘O ld  C om rades S tandard ’ at the Field of Remem brance, 
W estm inster. H e was a lso National Chairm an o f the Korean Veterans Association . B rig  D.B. Rendell 
a ttended the funeral.

M ORTIMER -  O n 3 M arch 1990, S g t G eorge M ortim er, aged 76 years.
G eorge jo ined the 9th Bn in 1932  and was dem obbed in 1947. H e well rem em bers the conversation to 
60 S /L  Regim ent and w e both served in 431 Battery but in d iffe ren t locations.

(John R. Ryall, Brig)

O ’C O N N O R  -  O n 18 May 1990, M rs Nora Josephine O 'C onnor, aged 84 years.
Nora w ill be rem em bered w ith  affection  by m em bers of the  1 s t Bn as ou r W .V.S. lady in C yprus 1955-58. 
l(Editor) rem em ber Nora w inn ing  the Ladies Race during  the Dhekelia G arrison S w im m ing G ala at 
F isherm an’s C over on 17 A ugust 1957. O ther in form ation from  Brig  B.H. M arciandi.

PITMAN -  O n 24 D ecem ber 1989, M ajor Roger C harles Pitman, aged 51 years.
Roger was granted a regular com m ission w ith  the M iddlesex Regim ent on 19 D ecem ber 1 9 5 ^  
prom oted M ajor on 30 June 1972, retiring Q ueen’s Regim ent 15 O c tobe r 1976, w ith  redundancy terms. 
From 197 6-8 2  he becam e Export Sa les M anager fo r Portalcabin Ltd, York. He was a contract o ffice r w ith 
the Sultan o f O m an Forces 1982-85 . The funeral was attended by Col H J A  Moore, M ajor and M rs 
G ordon C rum ley and C apt R oger Jennings, Q ueen 's  R eg im ent

PR ITCHARD -  O n 26 February 1990, S g t Brian A lan P ritchard (22233 303), aged 59  years.
S g t P ritchard com m enced his serv ice  on 19 A ugust 194 8  w ith  the Light Infantry B rigade (KSLI). He was 
posted to the M iddlesex Regim ent on 28 A ugust 195 0  and jo ined the 1 st Bn then on the move to Korea -  
he continued to serve w ith  the Bn and service in Hong Kong 1951 -52, Austria  195 3-5 5  fo llow ed . He left 
the army on 18 August 1 95 5  but re-enlisted on 24  May 195 6  rejo in ing the 1 st Bn in Cyprus. He moved to 
BAO R w ith  the Bn in 1960-64, G ib ra lta r 196 4-6 5  fo llow ed  by a ERE posting to the 3rd  Bn Malay 
Rangers until 1968. H is last year o f service was w ith  4 Q ueen's 1968-69. H e le ft the army on 11 June 
1969. The majority o f his tim e w as e ither w ih  the S igna ls  o r M.T. In c iv ilian  life  he w orked fo r the W ate r 
Board at R ichm ond. He suffe red a very painful illness during  the last few  years o f his life  w h ich  he bore 
stoically. H is daughter, Frances is a nurse at the Royal S tar and G arter Home, R ichm ond.

RO BERTS -  O n 17 February 1990, W 0 2  R idwen G lynn (Taffy) Roberts (4187711), MBE, a g jd  78 years. 
Taffy Roberts served as a regular so ld ier w ith  the Royal W e lch  Fusiliers, the W e lch  Regim ent and the 
B order Regim ent from  1931 -45. H e was a lso w ith the Parachute Regim ent 1945-46. 7 m onths in civvy 
street w as enough and rejoined the Parachute Regim ent in A ugust 1946  serving at Hom e and the MELF 
1 95 2 -5 3  and then to 11 Para (8  Mx) 1953-54. He was d ischarged on 27 S eptem ber 195 4  having 
com ple ted 22 years service. In 1954  he re-enlisted on a 4 year engagem ent serving w ith  11 Para (TA) 
and 8  M x(TA) until 1958. O nce  again Taffy s igned on th is tim e on a TA engagem ent serving from  1 95 8  to 
1969  w ith  8  Mx and 5 Mx. He was aw arded the M BE on 20 Decem ber 1968. Taffy Roberts gave great 
service to  the Diehards and the fo llow ing  m em bers attended the funeral -  Lt-Col Peter Hall, Lt-C ol Jerry 
G unnell, M ajor S tuart Henshaw, M r M ike W ard and M r G ordon Young.

SM ITH -  O n 27 M arch 1990, Private James W illiam  Sm ith (6202336), aged 72  years.
He en listed on 10 July 193 5  and on com ple tion  o f his recru it tra in ing was posted to the 2nd Bn. O n  5 
February 193 7  he was posted to the 1 s t Bn in S ingapore  and moved w ith  the Bn to Hong Kong in A ugust

•  1937. He was taken P.O.W . on Chris tm as Day 1941 and was m oved to Japan em barking on the ill fated 
L isbon Maru on 25 S eptem ber 1942. The sh ip  was torpedoed on 1 O ctobe r but Sm udger survived, and 
w as taken to  Shanghai. He was too ill to move w ith  the other survivors to  Kobe Japan and remained in 
Shanghai fo r the duration of the war. He was transferred to  the A rm y Reserve on 8  July 1946. M r D. Cavill 
and M r A .E  A llcho rne  attended the funeral.

SU M M ER S — O n 23  D ecem ber 1989, Co lone l Maxwell Ham ilton (Max) Summers, DSO, O BE, TD, DL, aged 90 
years.
Rheum atic fever as a ch ild  prevented him jo in ing  the regular army, however, he w as granted a T A  
com m iss ion in January 1922  and posted to  the 8 th Bn(TA) M iddlesex Regim ent until 1923. S ervice in 
the RAM C TA fo llow ed and he became R.M.O. to  the 8 th Bn fo r the next 13 years. 1n 1 93 5  he was 
m edical o ffice r to the B ucks and Berks Yeomanry and in 1937  was prom oted Lt-Col w ithe the Royal 
Arm y M edica l C o rps  at Harrow. He w as aw arded the D.S.O. fo r his wartim e services and prom oted to  fu ll 
Colonel.

Dr. Maxwell Sum m ers bought Burnham  House and practice  on 1 A p ril 1927. Later that year, on 27 
O ctober, he m arried Dr. Evelyne Baird. W h ile  he was on active service during W o rld  W a r Two, Dr 
Evelyne Sum m ers ran the Burnham  practice. A fte r the war, Dr. Maxwell Sum m ers involvem ent w ith  local 
a ffa irs w as phenom enal. H e inaugurated branches o f the B ritish  Leg ion in C ippenham  and Burnham, 
organised Rem em brance Day in Burnham  and fo r many years acted as Parade Marshall. H e played a 
leading role in the ‘Be lls  Parade' to  raise money fo r the Be lls  of S t Peter’s Church; sponsored a fund  fo r 
the erection o f ornam ental gates at the entrance to Burnham  Memorial G round, was chairm an o f the W ar 
M emorial Com m ittee. For 25  years he w as People ’s W arden at S t Peter's Church; fo r 30  years P resident 
of Burnham  Football C lub, C ippenham  C ricke t C lub, Burnham  Volunteer Fire Brigade, Burnham  
W ork ing  M en’s C lub. H e served on the Burnham  C o unc il o f Socia l Service, Burnham  A bbeyfie ld  
Society and w as a past P resident o f the S lough  and D is tric t P robus C lub. He loved the M iddlesex 
Regim ent and supported the regim ent in every way possib le . In la tter years he cou ld  not attend func tions  
but always had to be to ld  w hat was happening and insisted on m aking a contribu tion  tow ards expenses.

•  He lived up to the quotation “O nce  a Diehard, always a D iehard”. H e w as an exceptional man, a fo rce fu l 
and kind character and loved and respected by everyone w ith  whom  he m ade c o n ta c t C o l and M rs 
Desm ond Ellis, C o l Andrew  Man and M ajor G eorge Hartley attended the funeral.

TAYLO R -  O n 11 June 1990, suddenly S g t Ronald Harley Taylor (62075 35), aged 69  years.
Ron enlisted on 8  May 1 93 9  and jo ined the 7th Bn. In A ugust 1939  the 7th Bn w as ‘D up lica ted ’ and 
became 1 /7 th  and 2 /7 th , and Ron found him self w ith  2 /7 th  Bn. He served w ith  C  and H Q  C om panies 
and a lso w ith  B  G roup  fo r the duration o f the w ar seeing service in Italy, Anzio  and Palestine. Ron 
became O rde rly  Room S g t H e w as m entioned in dispatches. In January 1 94 8  he w as transferred to the 
army reserve and later aw arded a 100%  d isab ility  pension. Many years ago he becam e Secretary o f the 
2 /7 th  (1939-45) D inner C lu b  and arranged the annual ‘get toge ther’ m eticulously. H is  know ledge o f 
m em bers o f the 2 /7 th  and the ir activ ities w as quite outstanding. He was a good friend  and w ill be sadly 
m issed by all m embers of the R eg im ent Many m em bers o f the 2 /7 th  attended the funera l and the 
regim ental flag  draped the coffin.

W E B B  -  O n 16  May 1989, Private Frederick A rthur W ebb. H e served w ith  1 /7 th  Bn 1939-46 . No o ther deta ils 
available.



Mr A.D. Scudamore and Capt D.A. Hawkins

•
BOOKS

Caught in Court by John Scott

C apt John S co tt d id  his National S erv ice  from  1948-50  when, a lthough he was com m iss ioned into the 
M iddlesex Regim ent, he served w ith  the 1st Bn The Q ueen’s Royal Regim ent in Germany. A fte r National 
S e rv ice  he vo lunteered fo r the T.A. and served w ith  the 7th Bn under Lt-Col ‘S tum ps ’ G reen and Lt-Col 
Desm ond Ellis. H e w as artic led  to the late M ajor Ken Hardcastle  and five years a fter qua lify ing as a so lic ito r 
became a partner in a large C ity  o f London firm. He has always been a keen cricketer and played occasiona lly  in 
the Regim ental w eek at M ill Hill.

The book, w h ich  is illustrated and to  w h ich  C o lin  C ow drey has kindly w ritten a Foreword, concerns 
cases in the law  courts  involving the gam e o f c ricke t or well-know n cricketers o r both. The book was pub lished 
by A ndre  Deutsh on 26  O c tobe r 198 9  and cos ts  £12 .95 .

REGIMENTAL GOODS

The fo llow ing  regim ental goods are available fo r purchase. These can be obtained by w riting  to the 
Secretary, M ajor A.E.F. W aldron, MBE, Lynsore Bungalow , U pper Hardres, Canterbury, Kent C T4 6 EE. 
Postage and packing is included in the price. C heques o r Postal O rde rs  shou ld be m ade payable to  the 
M iddlesex Regim ental Association.

B lazer Badges £  6.50 each

Ice Buckets, m iniature side drum  with
regim ental emblazon £ 1 6 .0 0  each

Ties Regtl O ld  Pattern, Maroon
and O ld G old £  3.00 each

Ties N ew  Pattern, Terylene £  3.00 each

Ties O ffice rs ’ C lub  S ilk £  6 .0 0  each

W all Plaques, M iddlesex Regim ent £ 1 3 .0 0  each

History ‘D iehards in Korea' £  5.00 each

C hris tm as C ards -  Steady the Drum s and Fifes .2 0  each

C ards  6 ” x 4 ” em bossed badge and
Regtl R ibbon .35 each

M iddlesex C ap Badge (not orig inals) £  2.50 each

Tum blers, W hisky, engraved w ith
M iddlesex Regimental Badge £  6 .0 0  each
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