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Major General CHRISTOPHER MARK MORRICE MAN, CB, OBE, MC, MA ,

M ajor General C h ris topher Man, the last Co lone l of our Regiment, died, aged 75, on the ^9 th  O ctobe r in 
ospita l at P itlochry near his home at B la ir A tholl in Perthshire. W ith  his passing, the Regim ent has truly lost one 

of its m ost valiant and popular officers.

Born at Lydden in Kent, C hris topher was educated at Eastbourne C o llege where he gained academ ic 
d is tinction  and excelled at m ost games, especia lly cricket, before going on to Emmanuel College, Cam bridge, 
ho llow ing graduating w ith an M A degree, he was com m issioned into The M iddlesex Regim ent in 1936  w ith 
eighteen m onths antedated seniority as was custom ary fo r university entrants at that time. H is elder brother 
Andrew  was already a m em ber of the Regiment. C hris topher jo ined the 2nd Battalion at Portsm outh in July of 
that year and in Novem ber 1 937  he was posted to the 1 st Battalion in Hong Kong. There he met G eorgina 
iTopsy ' M arr whom  he married in O ctobe r 1940. W hen the Japanese launched their fe roc ious and 
overw helm ing attack aga inst the colony in Decem ber 1941, Topsy became an auxiliary nurse and Chris topher 
fough t the battle as a Com pany C om m ander w ith the 1 st Battalion. He was awarded a highly m erited M C  in 
repelling a Japanese assault in the area o f the Race Course. W ith  the surrender o f Hong Kong on Christm as 
Day 1 9 4 1 . Topsy was in terned as a civ ilian and C hris topher became a POW : they were separated fo r t h e ^ ^  
3 2 years. He shared the privations and appalling cond itions suffered by all PO W s, and was one o f t h o s e iB i  
survived the s inking of the L isbon Maru -  a Japanese fre igh ter wh ich set off from  Hong Kong in Septem ber 
1942 w ith som e 1800 British  P O W s on board for transport to Japan. There have been several accounts 
elsew here o f the dreadfu l cond itions in flic ted on the PO W s and C hris topher suffered these equally w ith  his 
fe llow  captives. O n release, and reunited w ith  Topsy -  who herself had suffered greatly but som ehow had 
managed to nurse and help som e o f the s ick  and w ounded -  C hris topher returned to this country and quickly 
show ed that he had lost none o f his am bitions as a professional soldier. Afte r a short period of rehabilitation he 
attended the Staff College. This was fo llow ed by a W ar O ffice  appointm ent and then fo llow ing a parachute 
course, he was seconded to the Parachute Regiment, and in 1950 became 2IC o f the 3rd  Parachute Battalion. 
Three years later he was appointed Com m andant o f the Arm y T ransport Train ing and Developm ent Centre, 
and this was fo llow ed by another W a rO ffice a p p o in tm e n ta s  G S O I (Co-ord). In 1957 he assum ed com mand of 
the Infantry Junior Leaders Battalion and tw o years later he was prom oted Brigad ie r to com mand 125 (W est 
Lancs) Infantry Brigade, TA. C h ris topher held th is appointm ent until 1962 when he became Head o f the 
Com m onw ealth Liaison M ission in Korea. He returned to the UK in 1964 to be appointed G O C  49  (W est 
R iding) Infantry D iv is ion and C om m ander North M idland D istrict. H is final appointm ent was P resident o f the 
Regular Arm y C o m m iss ions Board before retiring from  the Arm y in 1969.

C h ris topher was aw arded the O B E  in 1958 and the C B  in 1968. Having already been appointed Co lone l 
of The M iddlesex Regiment, he became Deputy C o lone l and then Honorary Co lone l of the Queen's Regiment 
when the old regim ents o f the Hom e C ounties were amalgamated to form  the new large reg im ent

O n retirem ent C h ris topher and Topsy moved to B la ir A tholl where C hris topher was to start an extensive 
caravan park deve lopm ent on the Duke o f A tho ll’s estate. He was invited to enrol into the Duke’s private army, 
The A tho ll H ighlanders. -  as a Private (M ajor-G eneral)’ ! -  but, not so long after having settled down, Topsy was 
taken so seriously ill that she becam e a resident patient in hospital. C hris topher carried on but no doubt he fe lt 
the strain as he h im self su ffe red a stroke that le ft him partia lly paralysed and w h ich  in turn necessitated a leg 
am putation. C hris topher carried on manfully, a ttem pting to overcom e these terrib le  handicaps, but s a d l^ M  
then suffered a second stroke from  w h ich he eventually succum bed in the Irvine Memorial Hospital, P i t lo c j®  
His w ife  Topsy and his s is ter M rs Janet Barclay, who had done so m uch fo r him during his lonq illness w e rS t  
his bedside when he died.

C h ris topher Man was a tall, handsom e o ffice r o f strik ing appearance and great charm. He was a devoted 
Christian  w ith  an obviously s incere  and com passionate nature. He was blessed w ith the g ift o f making friends 
easily, both in the Services and in civ ilian life, and th is  was evident by the large num bers attending his funeral. 
He had that leadership qua lity by wh ich  those under his com m and would  fo llow  him w ithout question. From his 
earliest days in the Arm y he was firs t and forem ost a regim ental officer, concerned right up to the end w ith the 
we lfare and w e ll be ing o f his o ld  com rades in the Regiment.

The funeral took place on 31 st O ctobe r at St. Adam nan’s Church, Kilm aveonaig on the A tholl estate The 
coffin  was draped w ith  the Regim ental flag and bore his M ajor G eneral’s cap w ith Remem brance poppy 
C o lone l A.M. Man read the Lesson. To everyone’s sorrow  and d isappo in tm ent Topsy suffered a sudden re
occurence o f her illness that m orning w h ich prevented her leaving hospital and attending. H is two elder 
brothers, s ister and sister-in-law, and several nephews and nieces were p resen t The large conqreqation 
included H is G race The Duke o f A tholl and Lt Gen S ir Derek Lang, fo rm er G O C  S co ttish Com m and The

Regim ental representation consisted o f Lt-Col T.W . Chattey, P resident o f the M iddlesex Regim ental O ld 
C om rades Association , B rig  B.A.M. Pielow, Chairman o f the Executive Com m ittee, M ajor and M rs C.L. 
Lawrence, M ajor K.R. M cKenzie B iggs, C apt R.M. Fox and Lt G.N. Freeborn. Co l J.N. Sh ipster represented the 
Q ueen ’s Regiment, and a m ember of the Parachute Regim ent was a lso p re se n t The burial took p lace in the 
adjacent church cem etery where The A tholl H ighlanders provided the bearer party and the ir p ipers played a 
lament and the H ighlanders March. A  bug ler from  the Q ueen ’s Regim ent b lew  the Last Post and Reveille.

As C h ris topher took a leading role in the conception  o f the Regim ental Chapel in S t Paul’s Cathedra l it is 
fitting  that a thanksgiv ing service -  w ith the kind perm ission of the Dean and C hap te r -  is being arranged to 
take place there in January.

Maj G en David Lloyd O w en writes:

The sam e source o f bound less courage, w h ich  b rough t C h ris  Man through fou r ghastly years of 
hum iliation and privation as a prisoner o f the Japanese, m ust have buoyed him up during  the last five years of 
^ ^ i f e .  A fte r a stroke, w h ich  le ft him partially paralysed and w h ich  had a lso a ffected his speech, he had a leg 
am putated to add to his d ifficu lties.

I visited him several tim es annually in the last fifteen years in the fla t at B la ir Castle, w h ich  the Duke of 
A tholl had given C h ris  and Topsy fo r the ir lifetime. W hen she had to go to hospital, C h ris  lived on there alone 
w ith  the help o f many devoted people, who adm ired his sheer determ ination to overcom e his cruel handicaps. 
Never once did he give in to  adversity nor did he indulge in self-pity; he gave his friends a very warm  welcom e 
and I never heard him com pla in about his lo t

Som etim e he show ed understandable s igns of frustra tion  at being unable to converse as clearly as he 
wou ld  have w ished. It irked him because he cou ld  n o t perhaps, recall names o f friends or deta ils o f incidents 
from  his life in the A rm y to w h ich  he gave so m uch o f himself.

And he gave as m uch again in the friendly understanding w h ich he extended to  the holiday makers, who 
cam e to the D uke’s caravan site o f w h ich  he was in charge a fter leaving the Army.

H is w ho le  life  really was a se lfless example of a true C hristian  gentleman, w ho never so much as 
contem pla ted a mean act. Many in Perthshire were inspired by it in his last years. They w ill m iss seeing him ride 
on his e lectric  tricyc le  dow n the great lime avenue from  the C astle  to the v illage w here everyone seem ed to 
know  him. So many o f them paid tribu te  to  him when he was laid to rest near the sm all church where he loved to 
worship.

m o

A thanksgiv ing S ervice fo r M ajor General C h ris  Man, w ill be held in the Regim ental C hapel in S t Paul’s 
Cathedra l at 11 a.m. on Friday, 1 2 January 1-9fi& No ticke ts  w ill be required fo r the Service and it is hoped that a 
ta jae num ber o f D iehards w ill be able to attend. You are asked to be seated by 10.55  a.m.

1 2 ca r spaces adjacent to the North A is le  w ill be available. App lica tions  to the Regim ental Secretary but 
priority given to  the fam ily and the very infirm . M iddlesex stickers w ill be issued fo r w indscreens.

A rrangem ents can be m ade fo r anyone in w heel chairs to attend. A pp lica tions  to  the Regim ental 
Secretary.

A fte r the S e rv ice  those attending are invited to the C hapter H ouse fo r a glass o f Sherry, W ine , B eer or 
so ft drinks.

Further deta ils can be obtained, if required, from  the Regim ental Secretary, M ajor A.E.F. W ald ron , MBE.



FORECAST OF EVENTS 1 990

12 January Thanksgiv ing Service for Maj-Gen C.M.M. Man, CB, O BE, MC, Regim ental Chapel,
S t Paul's Cathedral, at 11 a.m.

26 M arch Regimental Association Executive M eeting at Confe rence Room, Duke o f York ’s
Headquarters, Chelsea, London SW 3, at 6 .15 p.m.

28  A p ril 1 /7 th  B n (1939-45) Luncheon a tT A  Centre, Priory Road, Hornsey,
assem ble 1 2  noon.

6  May Annual Inspection o f A lbuhera C lose, Enfield, by H ousing Com m ittee, com m encing at
9.30 a.m.

11 May M iddlesex Regim ent O ffice rs ’ C lub  D inner -  The Royal O verseas League, Park Place,
S t James’s St, London S W 1 .

12 May Albuhera S ervice o f Rem em brance, S t Paul’s Cathedra l, com m encing 2.30 p.m.

Annual Reunion at the V ictory Services C lub, Seym our St, London W 2, com m encing
6.30 p.m.
Annual G eneral M eeting 7.30 p.m.

2/8th(1 st Bn) B iennial Luncheon, 1 2 noon, at V ictory Services C lub, Seym our St,
London W 2.

15 May 9th Bn O ffice rs ’ Annual Luncheon, The Royal O verseas League, Park Place,
S t James's St, London S W 1 , assem ble 1 2 noon.

19 May 2 /1 0 th  Bn(1914 -18 ) 62nd Luncheon Reunion, V ictory Services C lub, Seym our St,
London W 2. A ssem ble  12 noon.

8  July Q ueen 's Regim ent G rand Reunion at Bassingbourn .

15 S eptem ber Korean C lub  Reunion at the V ictory Services C lub, Seym our St, London W 2, 6.30 p.m.

4 O ctobe r 2 /7 th  B n (1939 -45 ) Luncheon C lub  at the V ictory Services C lub, Seymour St, London W 2, 
1 2  noon.

12 O ctobe r The Q ueen’s Regim ental Associa tion  Meeting, C onfe rence Room, Duke of York 's HQ,
Chelsea, London SW 3, 11.15 a.m.

13 O c tobe r Q ueen ’s Regim ent W O s & Sgts Past & Present D inner at Bassingbourn .

6  Novem ber H ousing S ub  C om m ittee Meeting, Duke o f Y ork’s HQ, Chelsea, London S W 3, 6.45 p.m.

8  Novem ber 7th M iddlesex O ffice rs ’ C lub  D inner -  venue to be confirm ed.

10 Novem ber C erem ony at Field o f Remem brance, 11 a.m. A ssem ble M iddlesex G uildhall.

11 Novem ber 2 /1 0th B n (1914 -18 ) Rem em brance Service at S t N icholas Church, Ch isw ick,
London W 4, at 3 p.m. A ll m em bers o f the Regim ental A ssociation invited.

CHAIRMAN’S M ESSAGE

I am taking th is  opportun ity  to w ish  you all good health, a Happy and Merry C hristm as together w ith  a 
Prosperous New Year.

Make a NO TE in your diary N O W  of the dates show n under Forecast o f Events. Final details w ill be sent 
to you by the Secretary.

BENEVOLENT CA SES

D uring the period 1 January 198 9  to 30 Novem ber 1989  the sum of £ 5 0 6 0  has been spent from  the 
Regim ental C haritable Fund in assisting 75 m em bers of the Regiment. The Army Benevolent Fund have 
contribu ted a fu rthe r £ 4 7 0 0 .

Financial need is alm ost always the root cause of personal p roblem s w h ich  com e to our attention. In the 
majority o f cases illness and age play a large part.

For example 8  w idow s and 2 w idow ers are in rece ip t o f grants tow ards the shortfa ll in Nursing or 
Residential Home fees. The Arm y Benevolent Fund have contribu ted in each case supported by the 
Regim ental Association . 3 mem bers in reduced circum stances are receiving a w eekly fixed sum sponsored by 
the Army Benevolent Fund. The fo llow ing  examples o f assistance given include -  purchase o f an orthopaedic 
m attress fo r a severe arthritic  case, replacem ent clo thes and bedding fo r incontinent sufferers, heating and 
ligh t bills, rent arrears, wheel cha ir repairs, T.V. licences, transport to  hospital, specia l diets, support fo r 2 
retarded ch ild ren (now in the ir 4 0 ’s) w hose fathers were killed in W o rld  W a r 2 and are in care.

N ursing and Residential homes cases are increasing as the year goes on -  a fu rthe r 4 are in the pipeline.

DONATIONS TO THE CHARITABLE FUND

The Secretary gratefu lly acknow ledges the fo llow ing  donations to the C haritab le Fund:

a. A donation o f £ 2 0 0 0  from  the estate o f the late Sgt Archie Brown, 9th Bn. D onations tota lling £ 8 0  from 
friends o f A rch ie  Brow n, p lus a donation of £ 3 0  from  M r D.A. Bodim eade.

b. A donation of £ 6 5 0  from  C olone l James Reid, Am erican Army, in memory of his fa ther Co lone l J.G.E. 
Reid.

c. Donations in memory of the late M ajor R.W.J. Sm ith, from  M ajor P.G.V. Bellers, M rs Barbara Blake- 
Budden, M rs O. Edwards and M r A. Lewin.

d. A donation o f £ 2 5  in mem ory o f the late W 0 2  C lif f  Burgess from  M r E.H.T. Steward.

e. A donation o f £ 2 5  from  m em bers o f the 2 /7 th  Bn Luncheon C lub.

f. P lus donations from: M r R.E. Ambler, M r A.W.J. Brow n, M rs S. C harrington, M ajor A.R. Cooper, M r C. 
Hawes, C apt J.H.S. Hudson, C apt R.D. Jupp, M r R.J. Lomax, M r F.G. Lunnon, M r T. Price, Lt-Col E.P. 
Shanks, M r G.H. W oodw ard, M r R. W eedon in memory o f his fa ther M r R.J. W eedon.

FREE NEWSLETTERS

The Editor w ishes to  thank the fo llow ing  mem bers fo r the ir generosity in donating extra subscrip tions  so

^ free cop ies o f the D iehards N ew sle tter can be sent to deserving O ld C om rades and W idow s:

M r I. A bercrom bie , M r A.W.J. Brown, M r R.A. C larke, M r P.H. E llingworth, M r D.A. Francis, M r R.D. 
Furlotte, M r A.A. Gardner, M r J. G osling, M r K.M. Horton, M r A.A. Hutley, M ajor C.L. Lawrence, M r W.E. 
Lockyer, M r R.J. Lomax, M rs S.E. Peaper, CaptP.J.A. Pielou, M rT . Price, M r J. Rolt, M rM .A . Sam pson, Mrs 
J. S ingleton, M r H.G. Soames, M r E.H.T. Steward, Me C.G. Stone.

DONATIONS

The fo llow ing  donations have been m ade during the period 1 July 1989  to  date:

A donation of £ 5 0  to the Rangoon Forces C hapel appeal organised by the Hom e H eadquarters, Royal 
H ussars (PW O), W incheste r, Hants. The Forces C hapel w as sorely in need o f repair and £ 5 0 0 0  was 
required to make the repairs. This am ount has been achieved.

The names o f those killed in the Burm a cam paign are com mem orated in the Book o f Remembrance, 
ind iv idually and by regiment.



Diehard names are:
M ajor T.G. Sym es K illed 26.3 .1945
C apt C.A.P. Gaydon K illed 25 .3 .1944
Capt H.S. Jupp, M C K illed 29 .4 .1945
Lt H.F. Bannister K illed 2 .11.1944
R e  E.H. Stedm an K illed 23.3 .1944

b. A donation o f £ 5 0  tow ards the Burm a Star Association International 'Appeal Fund’ fo r the erection o f a 
M emorial S tatue’ to the late Field Marshal The V iscount Slim, KG, G C B, G C M G , G CVO , GBE, DSO, 
MC. The M emorial S tatue' w ill be erected on Rayleigh Green, in W hiteha ll, London, very near to the 
C enotaph in early 1990.

c. A donation o f £ 5 0  was made to the ‘Not Forgotten A ssocia tion ’.

FIELD OF REMEMBRANCE

The Secretary attended the Field of Remem brance on Thursday 9 Novem ber and p rio r t d ^ ^ i  
com m encem ent o f the opening cerem ony planted individual named crosses on the regim ent plot, fo r each of 
the 4 6  batta lions who fough t in W orld  W ar 1 . Maj Gen S ir John W illoughby very kindly painted each c ross with 
the Bn title. A  badged regim ental c ross was also planted on  the Far East P risoners o f war plot in memory of 
m em bers o f the 1 st Bn.

A t noon H.M. Queen Elizabeth The Q ueen Mother, declared the Field o f Rem em brance open and 
planted the firs t cross. The Q ueen M other then proceeded to inspect the Field o f Remembrance.

The Regimental Cerem ony took place on Saturday 11 November, com m encing at 10.50 a.m. As usual 
our party form ed up outside  the M iddlesex G uildha ll and then proceeded to the regim ental p lot led by M r L. 
Loomes bearing the Regim ental Standard. O ur tw o Chelsea In-Pensioners were too ill to attend.

The Service com m enced w ith  prayers by the Rev W.E.B. Jones. The President of The Regimental 
Association , Lt-Col T.W. Chattey, read the Exhortation wh ich was fo llow ed by the Two M inutes silence. Lt-Col 
Chattey, after saying ul plant th is cross today in memory of our fa llen com rades”, planted a cross. The Secretary 
then invited the p lanting of individual crosses. The Chapla in concluded the service by reading the C o llec ts  of 
the M iddlesex and Q ueen’s Regiments.

This year the tu rnout was a great im provem ent and very encouraging fo r the future. A ll mem bers took the 
opportunity to inspect the regim ental museum  disp lay in the entrance hall o f the G uildhall and the com m ents 
were favourable.

It was a 'dry' parade -  no nearby inn was open, but a fu rther recce w ill take p lace in the future and this 
matter w ill be put right.

REMEMBRANCE WREATHS ^

A M iddlesex Regim ent badged wreath was laid at S t Paul’s Church, M ill Hill, on Rem em brance Sunraty 
by M r L.T. Plumb. He also laid a wreath at the Regim ental Memorial, Ing lis Barracks, M ill Hill.

W 0 2  P.K. Tidey, The Q ueen 's Regiment, attached to  the Royal H ong Kong Regim ent (The Volunteers) 
laid a M iddlesex Regim ent badged wreath on behalf o f the Regim ental Associa tion  at the Hong Kong 
Liberation Day Parade on 28 A ugust 1989.

7th MIDDLESEX OFFICERS’ CLUB

The 62nd Annual D inner o f the 7th M iddlesex O ffice rs ’ C lub  was held at the S tationers ' Hall, Ave Maria 
Lane, London EC4, on Thursday 9 Novem ber 1989.

Lt-Col J.D. G unnell presided and the guests were -  Co l R.H. Graham, M r M. Milne, Lt D. Roberts, F/O  J.A. 
Rook, M r M. Tree, M r N.S. Young, M r T.S. Young.

The fo llow ing  m em bers attended -  M ajor S. Blausten, M ajor K.I.A. Carter, C apt MJ.S . Doran, C apt S. le 
Enthoven, C apt R.M. Fox, M ajor D. Harwood, M ajor S .LJ. Henshaw, Lt D.H.S. Herriott, C apt J.K. Laurence, 
M ajor C.L. Lawrence, C apt PJ. Lane, M ajor R.J. Leighton, C apt D.O. M ansfie ld Thomas, M ajor A.E. M cManus, 
M ajor EJ. Naish, Lt I J. N ickels, Lt PJ. O ttino, Lt-Col G.C.D. Scott-Lowe, Lt-Col D.E. S im pson, C apt J.K.E. Slack, 
C apt J. S pencer Richards, C o l D.R.W. Thomas, Lt-Col G .W . W ebber, C a p t J.G. Young.

The fo llow ing  m em bers express the ir regret fo r not being able to  attend but send greetings to  all their 
friends -  C apt G.G. Andrew, C o l F.G. Barber, Co l I.D. Brotherton, M gr R. Brown, Lt-Col S.F. Caulfield-Kerney, 
Co l A.SJ. de S. Clayton, M ajor H.E. C ouch, Co l W.D. Ellis, C apt J.R.W. Fisher, C apt M.S. Gedye, Lt-Col P-J- Hall, 
Lt S. B. Hurst, Lt-Col R. Lowans, Co l A.M. Man, M ajor DJ. Margand, C apt F.S. Mayman, Capt K.D. Murray, Major 
G.G. Norton, Lt J. Van de Pol, B rig  B.A.M. Pielow, M ajor B. S t G.A. Reed, M ajor P.l. Roberts, Lt J. Spooner, Major 
P.A.D. Storie-Pugh, M ajor R.F. Sykes, M ajor R.G.C. Thornton, M ajor E.L. W allis , M ajor F. W ebb.

ROYAL HOSPITAL CH ELSEA  CHURCH PARADE

# A party o f 28  attended the Royal Hospita l C hurch Parade on Sunday 29  O ctobe r 1989. The party was 
by our President, Lt-Col T.W. Chattey. Maj-Gen S ir John W illoughby, Co l and M rs W .D . Ellis, M ajor and Mrs 
A.E.F. W aldron, Mr and M rs Cubitt, M r and M rs Pile, Mr Loomes, Mr and M rs Cutts, Mr and M rs Bailey, Mr 

Lewin, M r Eggleton, M r and M rs Rose and friends, Mr Kearns and son, Mr Am bler, M r W ard, M r Young, Mr 
W e lls  and M r Boan from  the H ounslow  branch attended.

O ur party paraded w ith  the Chelsea In Pensioners on Governor's Parade and were inspected by Co lone l 
G.A. Allan, the Duty O ffice r fo r the Day. The Rev G.A. Bartlett conducted the Service. Form er C SM  R. C ub itt 
com m anded our m embers on parade. M r Ron Pile carried the Regimental Standard. A fte r the service we 
moved to the Ives Room where a buffe t had been arranged.

2/10th BN (1914-18) OCA

The O ld  C om rades A ssociation o f the 2 /1 0th Bn held the ir custom ary Rem em brance S ervice on 
Sunday 12 Novem ber at S t N icho las’ Church, C h isw ick. The Service com m enced at 3 p.m. and was very well 
attended by relatives, ‘F riends’ and parish ioners, and was conducted by the Revd Patrick Tuft, MA, V icar of 
C h isw ick, Area Dean o f H ounslow  and Hon. Chapla in to the 2 /1 0th M iddlesex OCA.

The Service was attended by Lt-Col and M rs T.W. Chattey, Brig  and M rs B.A.M. P ielow  and Col and M rs 
A .SJ. de S. Clayton. Brig  B.A.M. P ielow  read The Lesson. Poppy wreaths were p laced on the M em oria ls to  the 
1/1 0th, 2 /1 0th and 3 /1 0th Battalions by C apt D.A. Hawkins and M r C.W . S tephens. A fte r the Service tea and 
ligh t refreshm ents were served in the C hurch Hall by M rs J. Barrett and her lady helpers.

Earlier in the day a poppy wreath was placed on theTurnham  G reen W ar M emorial by M r D. W o o d  bridge 
on behalf o f the Association .

The O C A ’s 62nd Luncheon Reunion w ill be held at the V icto ry Services C lub, London W 2, on Saturday 
^ ^ h  May 1990. Full deta ils later.
^  A.D.S.

2/7th BATTALION ANNUAL REUNION

In accordance w ith recent practice we met fo r luncheon at the V ictory S ervices C lu b 's  Carisbrooke Hall 
on Thursday 5 O ctober, fo r our 44th  annual reunion under the chairm ansh ip of Lt-Col R.E. Robotham, MC, TD, 
accom pan ied by our President, B rigad ie r E.W.C. Flavell, DSO, MC, TD, DL. O nce again, it was our p leasure to 
w e lcom e as guests our tw o good friends, Lt-Col T.W . Chattey, O BE, and M ajor A.E.F. W aldron, MBE.

It w as an extra specia l occasion th is tim e because 198 9  saw the 75th anniversary o f the foundation of 
the Battalion in 1 914, the 50th  anniversary of its being reactivated in 1939  and the 45 th  anniversary of our 
helping to liberate Rome. W e were off to a sp lendid start because the reply to our m essage o f loyal greetings to 
Her M ajesty The Queen, (which normally com es from  her Private Secretary) not only referred to these 
ann iversaries but was d irect from  Her M ajesty and s igned ‘E lizabeth R'. In add ition we were indebted to our 
chairm an, w ho personally produced a potted history o f the battalion, com ple te  w ith  maps and provided a copy



fo r each member.

As befitting such a special occasion, we managed to achieve our largest tu rn -o u tfo ra t least 2 years, w ith 
91 present. There were, in fact, 1 0 0  members who signalled the ir in tention to be present but, sadly, 9 had to 
w ithdraw  fo r a variety of reasons. Yet again we had tw o m em bers appearing fo r the firs t tim e in the shape of 
Frank Innes and Tom Skerry. W e  owed the latter's attendance to the sharp eyes of Tom Davis who spotted his 
friend during  the sum m er at the G oodw ood races! Ernie Yeatman also cam e fo r the f irs t tim e fo r over 30  years. 
O thers w ho had not been for som e years were A lec Coghill, D ick M owbray and last, but not least, our Padre, the 
Rev C anon G.H. Parks, MC. M em bers came from  far and w ide w ith in  the U.K. but the prize fo r long distance 
went to Joe B ird  who, not fo r the firs t time, cam e som e 4,000  m iles from  M uscatine, Iowa, USA. W e ll done Joe! 
Am ong the thirty or so apo logies was one from  South A frica  and one from California, so  Joe may lose his record 
one day.

As always, Topper Brow n went round w ith the ‘box', and w ith  the help o f postal donations o f £ 2 0 1 , a 
record co llection  o f £ 4 6 7  was achieved. In addition two donations to our Benevolent fund, each o f £50 , were 
received from  Mrs Joan R obbins and M rs Dorothy Baber in memory of the ir late husbands. The regular 
allocation o f £ 2 5  was made to the Regimental Associa tion  and grants tota lling £ 2 5 7  were made to v a r i^ k  
m embers to help w ith fares and the cost of tickets, and generally to ass is t the less fortunate. W

W e m eet again on Thursday 4 O ctobe r 1990 and m ust make every e ffo rt to  get an attendance above the 
1 0 0  mark. Please come.

RHT.

B e low  is  a photograph o f those that attended. Sorry I am unable to quote names. Editor.

GENERAL INFORMATION & SUBSCRIPTIONS

I w ish to remind all m embers o f the M ill H ill B ranch that they are now m em bers o f the Centra l Branch. The 
subscrip tion  is now £ 2  per year and includes the June and D ecem ber issues o f the D iehards Newsletter. 
C heques and Postal O rde rs  should be made payable to the M iddlesex Regim ental Association . Cash is 
accepted but not advised ow ing to postal d ifficu lties. Many of you are very generous and send extra 
subscrip tions fo r the less fortunate. O nce  you are on my d is tribu tion  lis t the new sletter w ill be sent and this 
inc ludes w idow s etc. I never delete a name because o f non paym ent -  I know  that if you can afford to pay you 
w ill do so.

I w ould also ask all m embers of the Regimental Associa tion  to let me know  if you hear of any o ld  com rade 
or w idow  in need. It is your duty to w rite  and tell me and th is  includes yourself. Do not be em barrassed to w rite  -  
it is all s trictly confidentia l. The main task of the Regim ental A ssociation is to assist those in need. It is possib le 
that w ill ask your local SSAFA representative to visit to acscerta in the best way that w e can accom p lish  this 
task. In many cases it is not money that is required but expert advice.

f it has been necessary to increase the price  o f the D iehards N ew sle tter from  25p  to 50p. The firs t rise 
^e 1978. The Regim ental A ssociation have always subsid ised the D iehards N ew sle tter and w ill s till be 
ng so. It is not genera lly realised that the d is tribu tion  figu re  has risen to 1 200  and still increasing.

A ll you have to do is to  w rite  to: M ajor A.E.F. W aldron, MBE, Secretary o f the Regim ental Association , 
Lynsore Bungalow , Upper Hardres, Canterbury, Kent C T4 6 EE.

VISIT TO SINGAPORE & HONG KONG 20 AUGUST -  31 AUGUST 1 989

Capta in Patrick Pielou recently organised a private m ilitary pilgrim age to Singapore  and Hong Kong, for 
53 m embers of the Navy, Arm y and Royal A ir Force.

The fo llow ing  mem bers from  the regim ent attended: M ajor F.H. B lackburn, M r& M rsR .J . Yerby, M r & M rs
D. Peck, M r & M rs A. Lofts, Mr & M rs A. Ashby, M r & M rs Travers Johnson, C apt David H aw kins and Major 
Stanley Baldw in. C harlie  Be llcham bers a fo rm er P O W  from  the 1 st Bn now living in Australia suddenly  heard 
of the visit, jum ped on a plane and arrived in tim e to take part in the itinerary. He was the only fo rm er regim ental 
P O W  to attend.

I have received g low ing reports o f the visit, and everyone agrees that it was a w orthw h ile  trip. It was very 
we ll organised indeed. As usual the Royal Hong Kong Regim ent (The Volunteers) were marvellous hosts to  the 
party as they have been to every D iehard who has visited the Co lony s ince 1945. W 0 2  P.K. Tidey, the resident 
PSI and a m em ber o f The Q ueen’s Regim ent acted as gu ide and liaison o ffice r and was of great assistance. 
Everyone spoke m ost highly of his sm art appearance and m ilitary bearing when laying the wreath on Liberation 
Day.

There is no doubt that th is was a good and enjoyable v is it w h ich  all m em bers of the party appreciated 
very much.

^  KOREAN CLUB REUNION

The annual reunion o f the Korean C lub  was held at the V ictory S ervices C lub, Seym our Street, London 
W 2, on Saturday, 23 Septem ber 1989. Lt-Col T.W . Chattey, P resident of the Regim ental A ssocia tion  and 
M ajor A.E.F. W ald ron , Secretary, were guests.

130  m em bers attended a m ost successfu l and pleasant reunion.

LIBERATION DAYS, GEEL-KASTERLEE-W ESTERLOO, BELGIUM

22 to 25 SEPTEM BER 1 989

The Regim ent were represented at the above C erem onies by Roy Bishop, Ray Ashton, Len B ennett and 
O w en Collins, all o f D Com pany (Mortars), 1st Battalion, in the region during  S eptem ber 1944.

They were given a very warm  w e lcom e and the hosp ita lity they received w as m agnificent. 3 days of



60th ANNIVERSARY PILGRIMAGE TO THE SOMME  

Former Sgt B. Tarry writes about his trip to the Somme. ^

Kent C ounty Royal British  Leg ion decided to go on a 60th Anniversary P ilgrim age to The Somme.

W e left, w ith  a coach full, on W ednesday 20th  Septem ber 1989  fo r Dover and Calais. W e  arrived at 
Poperinghe in Be lg ium  at 1630  and w ent to  Ta lbot House, w h ich  is a Toe H w here the so ld iers  rested. There 
w ere  many pho tographs, press cu ttings  and le tters from the 191 4-1 8  W a r w h ich  we found very interesting. W e 
left there fo r  L ille  and arrived at the Royal Hotel at 1830.

O n Thursday w e le ft Lille at 0 9 0 0  and proceeded to the H.A.C. Memorial, arriving at 100 0  hours. Here we 
had a W reath -laying cerem ony w ith  the C ounty Standard, tw o B ranch S tandards and a B ug le r on parade. O n 
looking around the cem etery I d iscovered several M iddlesex Regim ent graves, and I p laced a small cross at the 
base o f som e o f them. The m ajority o f the M iddlesex Regim ent gravestones were engraved “AN UN KN O W N  
SO LDIER. THE M ID DLESEX REG IM ENT”. W e  left th is cem etery at 1030  and proceeded to the 1 st Australian 
D ivision M em oria l w here we laid a W reath  on behalf o f the Austraian Embassy. W e next w ent to Thiepval where 
we had ano ther W reath -laying ceremony. I again found  the long lis t o f M iddlesex Regim ent so ld iers  on the 
memorial.

t i
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con tinuous a ttendance at all kinds of func tions  fo llow ed and they all had a m ost enjoyable holiday. Roy B ishop 
paid a personal v is it to the tow n cem etery at M ol and placed a token wreath o f the graves of two mem bers of his 
Platoon w h o  were killed at M ol -  CpI PJ. C row hurst, DCM, and Private A. Baker. Roy very kindly sent to me a full 
report but regrettably space w as not available.

HOUNSLOW BRANCH

B e low  is a pho tograph o f the Hounslow  Branch m em bers who attended the Albuhera D inner n ight held 
aK )ava lry  Barracks, H ounslow , hosted by the W O s & Sgts M ess of the 2nd Bn The Sco ts Guards, on 27 May

From Thiepval w e proceeded to  Beaum ont Hamel (for another W reath-laying ceremony) w ith the 
S tandard. W e  then trave lled to A b e rt fo r lunch. Here w e saw  the “G olden V irg in" w h ich is a golden statue on the

church. D uring the bom bardm ent in 191 6  the church was nearly dem olished but the^statue was still on top  of 
the steeple, but only just. It was said that if the statue fell so wou ld  Abert. It never fell. A fte r lunch w e visited the 
G reat M ine and Delville W ood and the South A frican Memorial. W e  arrived back at the hotel at 1845.

O n Friday w e left the hotel at 0 90 0  and w e n tto  the W ar M em orial in L ille w here we m etthe Deputy Mayor. 
Two W reaths were laid and the S tandards were again on parade. W e  then w ent to the Tow n Hall fo r a 
reception. W e  left at 101 5  and proceeded to Hyde Park C o rne r and N 2 Park M essines, and atthe  la tter we had 
another W reath-laying ceremony.

W e went to  lunch at “O ld  Tom" in Ypres but before lunch we had another W reath-laying ceremony. After 
lunch we w ent to H ill 60, H ill 62  and Tyne C o t where we laid another W reath . W e  were back ini Ypres¡for the 
M enin Gate Cerem ony. There were 6  Bug lers  and six W reaths were laid, ione w as fo r theTvhdd esex 
This was laid by my son Brian, who asked me if he cou ld  lay it, as I had laid a W reath  a* Tyne C o t The cerem ony 
is carried out every day at 1800  hours when the tra ffic  is stopped, the Last Post and Revei le is sounde ^ 
Norm ally there is only one bug ler but as w e were laying W reaths the Be lg ium  Fire B rigade sent 6  Buglers. W e 
le ft after the cerem ony and arrived back at the hotel at 1900  hours.

O n our final day w e le ft the hotel at 0 9 3 0  and proceeded to Vimy, Notre Dame De Lorrette and Boulogne, 
e had the fina l W reath-laying cerem ony at the Dover Patrol M em orial before ca tch ing the boat home.

A t all the British  Cem eteries we vis ited w e found  The M iddlesex Regim ent so ld iers mentioned, either on 
gravestones o r on M emorials. E ither I, or my son, laid a Poppy C ross at ®°me o the gravestones where 
possible. The peace and tranquility  at all the Cem eteries was evident It was so quiet that even he b rds were 
not singing. The trip  w as a very em otional experience and one had to  ask the question that cou ld  not be 
answ ered -  “W H Y ?"

PERSONAL JOTTINGS

Four D iehards, all ex 10 Platoon C  Com pany 1 /7 th  Bn, namely Harry A lcock  (Ulverston), Jeff Haward 
(Kent), Dennis Daly (Manchester) and Ken Thiis (W irral), had a nosta lg ic reunioni,n U lverston on 8  Augus^ 
1989. They last saw each other in G erm any in Septem ber 1945. The reunion was held i in the Drill HaN4<ORB 
C lub, Ulverston, opened up in the afternoon fo r them w ith all amenities. These fou r D iehards tell me they ha 
now form ed the Northern B ranch of the Regimental Association.

A fter 40  years Boy 'C harlie ' Bellcham bers (6 2 044 75 ) has been traced. He enlisted at the age of 15-/2 on 
13 July 193 8  and after a short spell w ith the 2nd Bn jo ined the 1 st Bn in Hong Kong in early 1939. He jo ined the 
C o rps  o f D rum s and became a good bugler. He became a P O W  in 1941 and w as ori the 4th d r a t  Japan 
end ing up on O saka Camp. He returned to UK in 194 5  and was d ischarged O ctobe r 1 9 4 7 J n  1 9 4 9  he 
em iqrated to Austra lia  to jo in  his s ister in M elbourne. He travelled around stopp ing  at V icto ria  Queensland^ 
Sydney etc and did various jobs, G PO  telephones, Petrol Pum p attendant, B us driver a ircra ft factory and 
finally after a lot o f study became a telephone technic ian. He is a great charity w o rker fo r the B lind  Society. He 

^ s  aw arded the title  o f 'C itizen of the Year' in 1987 by the M unicipality o f Rockdale in Sydney. He never 
^ P ir r ie d .  He sent me tapes outlin ing his life  and rang me up at 3 a.m. to say hallo.

M ajor Peter Be lle rs has passed to me the scrap book kept by his uncle M ajor D ick Bellers. It is a m ost 
in teresting record of events in the regim ent and w ill be p laced in the archives o f the museum.

Form er S q t Don Bradnam  (62001 32 ) sends his regards to all his com rades. Don cam e hom e from  Hong 
Konuq in 1938  fo r transfer to the Reserve. In 1 93 9  he was recalled and jo ined the 2nd Bn and was w ith  the Bn 
in th e B E F a n d  Dunkirk. He was posted to W est A frica  in January 1943, return ing to UK in 1 94 4  and w as then 
stationed at the M G TC  at C heste r until dem ob in January 1946.

Colone l G avin Bu lloch is back in UK. H is next posting is to A thens as Defence A ttache in February 1991 
He is now learn ing G reek spend ing three days a week in London.



M ajor Ken C layden hopes to take early retirement in January 1990. Ken and Joan are looking fo r a 
bunga low  o r fla t near his beloved mountains.

C a p t Jim Ceaton in form s me that he married in A p ril and w ill be spend ing six m onths in UK and 6  m onths 
in U.S.A.

A  recent corresponden t was M ajor Ph ilip  C ru tch fie ld  w ho is heavily involved in the organisation o f the 
190 0  C o lcheste r Search ligh t Tattoo ( 1 - 4  August). There w ill be 23  m ilitary and po lice  bands. A sight and 
sound that is seldom  possib le  these days.

Form er C SM  Bob C u b itt on his annual trip  to Norm andy spotted a regim ental tie  and th is resulted in 
Dennis Daly, 1 /7 th  Bn jo in ing  the regimental association.

Bdsn David Edwards (band 1961 -69) in form s me that he recently met Sg t A lec Torrie  who said that he 
would be taking early retirem ent next year and m oving to Portugal. I suppose he w ill take his go lf c lubs. I 
recom mend that he changes his ‘pu tte r’ -  the one I saw  him use on num erous occasions never seem ed to 
work!

Form er C S gt R.D. Furlotte is employed as a prison o ffice r at B lundeston Prison. He recently moved to 
Carlton Colville , Low e s to ft Suffolk.

Lt-Col Peter G alvin now resides at G amston, Nottingham shire. Peter and Joan are both we ll and are busy 
help ing w ith  the fam ily business. They hope to be able to attend a regim ental function  next year.

M r C yril G o ff (62048 12 ) 9th Bn, w rites to  say that regrettably age and d istance rule ou t his attendance at 
any o f the Associa tion  functions but he is still p leased to receive the new sletter to keep him in touch.

Form er C SM  John G ould , 2 /8 th  and 1 st Bn who was w ith  us at Rendsburg te lls me that he continues to 
visit Erika Pike, w idow  of C apt Ernie Pike. Erika suffe rs  from  severe arthritis. Son Roderick is still living at home 
w h ich  is a great help. He a lso v isited V ic Barley w ho has jo ined the W estgate  G o lf Club.

C o l Tony H ew itt is now writing  his second book -  the title  w ill be ‘C o rrido rs  o f Time'. H is previous b< 
was ‘B ridge  w ith  Three M en' (Across C h ina to the W estern  Heaven in 1942).

I have had an enquiry from  British  C o lum bia  asking fo r the address of Fred H ughes (62015 23 ) who was 
a P O W  in Kobe Camp. Can anyone help w ith  his address.

Received a n ice le tter from  C apt Don Jones, 7 Mx, who te lls me he took early retirem ent during  last 
O ctober.

A nother 90  year old, Fred Lunnon, w ho likes to attend the Field o f Rem em brance cerem ony was unable 
to do so th is year ow ing  to painful a rth ritis  in his righ t knee. He sends his regards to all his Diehard friends.

Former CSM  R.W.R. (Sonny) Makewell, DCM, now 8 8  years of age, has been ill fo r many years. He 
continues to su ffe r w ith his chest and th is  is putting  a great strain on his w ife  Rosie. Sonny com ple ted 21 years 
service in 1940! He was aw arded his DC M  w ith  the 2nd Bn at Dunkirk. For the elder members of the regim ent 
Rosie was the daughte r o f Private Bryan, QM Storem an in 1926.

O ur very best w ishes to fo rm er CpI Alan M oody who has recently undergone two major operations. O ur 
best w ishes to Alan and his fam ily and fo r a speedy recovery.

Form er CSM  John Martin, MM, Mx, Q ueens, RE, 1950-71 , who lives at A llha llows, Rochester, Kent, 
suffered a severe stroke last February. He would  be very pleased to receive a v is it from  his comrades.

« A well known pre-war 1 s t Bn member, Nobby Noble, who em igrated to Austra lia  in the 1 9 5 0 ’s sold up 
|t May and returned to the UK. A fte r 3 m onths in M anchester he returned to W erribee, Victoria. They have 
th been ill and depressed and are glad to  be back. They have fou r daughters all liv ing nearby w h ich  m ust be a 

great com fort.

M ajor A.P. (Joe) O 'G orm an is shortly retiring and in 1990 w ill be appointed Regimental Secretary fo r the 
Q ueens O w n B u ffs  Regim ental Association , w ork ing from  H owe Barracks, Canterbury.

Two 90  year old D iehards who are resid ing  at M aurice House, Royal British Legion, Broadstairs, Kent, 
are happy and well. They both enjoy good health. They are R.P. O liver and F.W. Redman.

Best w ishes to Ernie Platt (62051 63 ) who recently underw ent a cataract operation. I understand tha tthe  
operation has been successfu l and he is m aking a good recovery.

Former RSM A rthur and Doris Rose celebrated the ir golden w edd ing anniversary on 1 7 Septem ber. In 
July A rthur enjoyed a trip  to  D unkirk revis iting old battle grounds during  his service w ith  2 Mx. Sadly his name 
appears in the obituaries page.

Former CSM  Tom Steward in form s me that he w ill be retiring next year and m oving to Cyprus.

f LCpI Reg (Taffy) Shore (6201889) when paying his subscrip tions fo r 1990, asked to be rem em bered to 
t is  1 st Bn comrades.

W 0 2  P.K. Tidey, The Q ueen 's Regiment, has now assum ed the appointm ent o f PSI to the Royal Hong 
Kong Regim ent (The Volunteers). He states that he w ill be very pleased to represent our Regim ent in Hong 
Kong as and when necessary. He has already proved his worth by his contribu tion  to the party that recently 
visited Hong Kong.

Form er CpI D.R. Vincent, 1 st Bn 1948-50, has recently been aw arded the Army Cadet Force Certifica te  
fo r G ood Service. A fte r leaving the regim ent he becam e a well known pig farm er at Hockley in Essex. He jo ined 
the Essex Army Cadet Force in 1980, prom otion to Sgt, SSI and CSM  of C  Com pany fo llow ed . The citation 
read ‘He is extremely enthusiastic, loyal and hard w orking and gives m uch o f his spare tim e to the ACF'. O ur 
s incere  congratu la tions to Dennis on his award. He likes to attend the reunion so I m ight even buy him a drink. 
H is son is now a Lieutenant w ith  the Royal Anglian Regiment.



Private Reg W arne r (6205138) from Felixstowe was visited by Ken Branton (62051 39 ) in Septem ber 
1989. They both jo ined the Regim ent in May 1939. Ken was captured at Dunkirk w h ile  serving w ith the 
P rincess L o u ise s  Kensington Regiment. Reg was evacuated by a m ine sw eeper from  D unkirk  wh ile  serving 
w ith  B Com pany 1 /7 th  Bn. Reg continued his war service w ith 1 /7 th  until the end of hostilities. He is now the 
S tandard Bearer w ith  the Royal British Legion in Felixstowe. Reg the address of Ken Branton is required.

Another m ember has been found -  he is PnvateThom as Henry W a lton  (41 28196) who served w ith  the 
TA  from  April to S eptem ber 1939. He went to France w ith the regim ent in 1 9 4 0 ,1 have to find  wh ich Bn, and 
returned in May 1940  via Dunkirk. In M arch 1941 he was posted to the 1st Bn in Hong Kong and became a 
PO W . He served his tim e in the Tokyo Camp. He arrived back in UK in late 194 5  and in 1947 was w ith  the I s  
Bn in BAO R and was d ischarged on 20 June 1947. An abso lute glutton fo r punishm ent. He remains cheerfu l 
desp ite  all the events that have happened, includ ing su ffering double above knee leg amputations.

M ajor G erry W ebb, MBE, has retired and moved to East Brent, Somerset. O ur very best w ishes to 
both fo r a long and happy retirement. ™

Another co rresponden t was M ajor Henry W ells, MC, who was Ad jutant and Com pany Com m ander o f C 
Company, 1 / 8 th Bn, during 1 9 3 9 -4 5 .1 am very short o f m em bers who served w ith  the 1 / 8 th -  any addresses 
are we lcom e and I w ill ask them to join.

The fo llow ing  have jo ined the Regim ental Association :-

Private I.R. A ld ridge  (23093111), served H Q  Company, 1 st Bn 1957-59.

Private J.W. B edd ing (869185). served 1st Bn 1937-45, P O W  Hong Kong and No. 1 Cam p Tokyo.

C S g t P. Bennett (6216700), served 1942-47 w ith 70th Y.S. Bn, 2 Mx and PLKR.

Private K. Boxer (23146 422), served 1955-57, S Com pany (MM G  P I ) 1st Bn. O ne tim e Capta in of 
S occer team.

W 0 2 (Q M S I) M.D. Buckley, served 1942-64, 24 M GTC, 70th YS Bn, 2 PLKR, 1st Bn(Rendsburg), 
Iserlohn, Chelsea Bks, Dem onstration Bn W arm inster. He eventually transferred to the Sm all A rm s S c h A ' 
C o rps  and on retirem ent was D ivisional Sg t M ajor o f the M ortar D ivision.

Sg t S.H. C oste r (6200646), served 1932-45, 9th Bn and in 194 3  transferred to REME.

Private D. Daly (14320 233), served 1942-47, C  Com pany 1 /7 th  Bn.

Private L.C.A. G ibb ins  (6201087), served 193 3-4 5  com m encing w ith  D Com pany 7th Bn, 1 /7 th  
Dunkirk, dow ngraded and posted to the Dorset Regiment.

P riva te /G unner/D vr M ech J. G osling  (6205327), served 1938-46 , 9th Bn TA, LAA RA, and RAOC.

S gt J.E. Field (6205553), served 1939-45, at M G TC  Gosport, until 1942  and then HQ  & D Com panies 1 / 
8 th Bn and finally as M G Instructor at 26  MGTC.

Private H. G rim sley (3450626), 1939-46, served 1 / 8 th Lane Fus 1 9 3 9 -4 1 .5  C heshires 1942-43  and D 
Com pany 1 /7 th  Bn 1942-46.

Priva te/Sapper G.G. H odgson (6207383), served 1939-46, B Com pany 2 /7 th  Bn and later transferred 
to R.e. A tradesm an -  M illw righ t. Previously a m em ber but lapsed ow ing to illness. N ow  recovered and back in 
circulation.

CpI H. M unchenbach (6210544), served 1 9 3 9 -4 5 ,1 2  Platoon, C Com pany 1 st Bn. PO W  Hong Kong 
later Sh inagawa Camp, Tokyo.

Private D.H. Reber (23351 456), served 1956-58, B Com pany and M.T. 1st Bn.

CpI J.F. Sm art (14449 584), served 1944-52 , A  Com pany 2 Mx 1945-48, HQ  Com pany 1 st Bn 1948-52, 
serving in Palestine and Korea.

Private B.P. Tate (23146 407), served 1955-57, 1st Bn.

Mr. E. W ilson  (TF /3235  and 204913), 2 /8 th  Bn and 2nd Bn 191 7-19, now 91 years of age w rites “ I send 
my best w ishes to all my com rades w ho served in the Regiment".

REGIMENTAL MUSEUM

The fo llow ing  items have been presented to  the Regim ental M useum:-

a. M edals o f Lt-Col A.M. Earle, 57th  Regiment, com pris ing  -  C rim ea W ar M edal w /ba rs  Sebastopol, 
Inkerman, Balaklava, Turkish Crim ea Medal and the Legion D ’Honneur Second Empire. Presented 
by the late Lt-Col C harles Earle, Sco ts Guards.

b. Medals of M ajor F.J. Nunn, M C, 9th Bn, com pris ing -  M ilitary Cross, 1914  Star, B ritish  W a r Medal 
1914-20, V ictory Medal 1914-19, Defence Medal 1939-45, W a r M edal 1939-45 . A lso  Red M ess 
Jacket, B lues Jacket, Cane, Forage Cap and other personal articles.

c. Book “ In the Face of the Enemy" by Paul Francia, who served w ith  D Com pany 2 /8 th  (1st Ban). 
Purchased from  M useum  Funds.

d. S ilver C igarette C ase engraved “Presented by the M ayoress of Ramsgate, M rs H.C. Ch ild , to Private 
G.E. G iraud (G /9 6 9 3 1 ), The M iddlesex Regim ent on his return to Ramsgate after being a Prisoner of 
W a r in the hands o f the Germ ans, as a small appreciation o f hardships and suffering  endured. 
Ramsgate 29th January 1919". A lso  his M iddlesex Regim ent Cap Badge. Presented by M r G.E. 
G iraud, aged 90  years, now living in Deal, Kent.

BATTLEFIELD TOUR OF HONG KONG 18-1 9 SEPTEM BER 1 990

A tw o day Study Day in Hong Kong on “The Fall and O ccupation o f Hong Kong 1941 -45" is being held 
there 18-19 S eptem ber 1990. The C om m ander B ritish  Forces Hong Kong very m uch hopes that those who



fought in the battle w ill be able to attend, touring the battlefie lds and contribu ting , if they w ish, to presentations 
on what happened. Co lone l O liver Lindsay can provide m ore details. He can be contacted at The Cadet 
Train ing Centre, Frim ley Park, Camberley, Surrey G U 16 5HD.

THE HONG KONG (ARGYLE STREET) P.O.W. ASSOCIATION

The 1989 reunion was held in the Central O ffice rs ' M ess and H Q  Club, Duke of York ’s Headquarters, 
Chelsea, on Saturday 30  Septem ber.

The fo llow ing  attended -  Lt-Col T.W. Chattey, M ajor F.S.C. Hancock, C apt J.H.S. Hudson, C apt C.G. 
W ebbe r and Major A.E.F. W aldron.

THE LONDON BRANCH OF THE FEPOW ASSOCIATION 1 941 -45

The London B ranch of the FEPOW  A ssociation 194 1-4 5  held the ir Annual Reunion and Servie A  
Rem em brance at the Barbican Hall, Barbican Centre  in the C ity o f London on Friday 8  Septem ber 1 9 8 ^

The fo llow ing  attended -  Major A.E.F. W aldron, M r A. Burrell, Mr E. C ollier, Mr W . Marsh, Mr J. M ilroy and 
M r A. Pilfold.

THE 51st (HIGHLAND) DIVISION

The 5 1 s t (H ighland) Division D inner C lu b ’s 89th  G leneagles D inner was held on Friday 27 O ctober 
1989 and w as attended on behalf o f the 1 /7 th  Bn by M ajor A.B. Carter.

REMEMBER LE HAVRE 1 944

In A p ril 198 9  C apt Ian Hammerton, a form er W W 2  mem ber of the 22nd D ragoons undertook to act as 
UK Liaison O ffice r fo r the Pilgrim age to mark the 45 th  Anniversary of the siege and capitu lation of the Le Havre 
fo rtress in S eptem ber 1944. The com m em oration extended from  the 7th to the 10th Septem ber 1989, and 
co inc ided  w ith  the bi-centenary ce lebrations o f the French Revolution in 1789.

Arrangem ents on the French s ide  were presided over by C olone l Francois Poupel, who had already 
been a very w e lcom e guest at the 51 st (H ighland) D iv is ion ’s D inner C lu b  on 28 April last.

Som e 720  m em bers of all partic ipa ting  form ations applied in the early stages and the final figu re  must 
have been around the 700 mark. The tw o D ivis ions involved were the 49th  (W est Riding) and the 51st 
(H ighland), the la tter having returned to 1 C o rps  fo r that particu lar operation, p lus Arm oured units, RE Bridg ing 
com panies and the ‘funn ies ’ -  flam e throwers, crocodiles, etc. G reat devastation had been w rought by Naval, 
A ir and A rtillery bom bardm ent resulting in 2000  French civilian casualties, so that the centre o f Le Havre h ^  
s ince been a lm ost entire ly re b u ilt

C onducted  tours, very ably gu ided by Reservists and present day French Arm y ‘V o lunteers’ were  made 
around the Battle fie ld Areas, fo llow ed by visits to the Main Cemetery, a Cathedra l C hurch Service, a C iv ic  
Reception, and finally, a C e lebration D inner and Film Show, from  actual B ritish  and G erm an archive film, in a 
Hall and C inem a near the G are Maritime.

Three m em bers o f the Regim ent attended -  the w rite r (Major A lan Carter), fo rm er D iehard Sg t M.D. 
Buckley, w ho later became Q M SI at SA S Netheravon, and Harry G rim sley w ho jo ined D Com pany 1 /7 th  in 
M arch 1943. B uckley and G rim sley are now m embers of the regim ental association.

W e w ere fo rtunate  to be bille tted in the same hotel as a coach load o f 4 3  fo rm er m em bers of the 1 st and 
5 /7 th  G ordons, w ho had brough t the ir ow n coach dow n from  Aberdeen, w ith  p ick-ups en route to Portsm outh 
and the a tm osphere on our last n ight together was one of very warm  ‘Jock’ and ‘D iehard ’ conviviality! O ne o f the 
‘Jocks ’ in the ir party w ho hailed from  M anchester and who lost a leg in 1944, later w rote to say that the ir coach 
dropped him, on the ir return journey at C harnock R ichard Service Station on the M 6  at 0 33 0  hours in the 
m orn ing! Such is the s tu ff o f w h ich the B ritish  Arm y is made.

OBITUARY

It is w ith  deep regret that w e have to announce the fo llow ing  have died:-

BURG ESS -  O n 7 O ctobe r 1989, W 0 2  (CSM ) C liffo rd  Burgess (6206327), aged 71 years.
C liff B urgess enlisted into the T.A. on 25 April 193 9  and jo ined the Princess Lou ise’s Kensington 
Regiment. O n the outbreak of W W 2  he w as em bodied and was posted to the 1 st Bn PLK Regt. He 
proceeded w ith the Bn to France on 13 A p ril 1940. He was taken P O W  on 12 June 1940 at S t Valery- 
en-Caux. A t the end of June he jo ined up the P O W  co llection  depot at Rouen and the P O W  party then 
started on the ‘Death M arch ’ o f 1000  m iles to the Po lish /C zech border. He later worked in the coal m ines 
and fina lly on Polish farm s. He arrived back in UK on 3 May 1945 after being a PO W  fo r 4 years 3 2 5  days. 
O n 5 May 1946  he was posted to the M iddlesex Regim ent and jo ined the 1 st Bn in Rendsburg and later 
to Iserlohn. D uring th is  period he took the p lunge and s igned on fo r 1 2 years. He then came home to Mill 
H ill w ith  the 1 st Bn and service at Chelsea Barracks, Hong Kong, Korea, Hong Kong, Austria  and Cyprus 
fo llowed. D uring th is period he had risen to C /S g t. O n the 14th Septem ber 1957 he was posted to the 
UK and Depot. He was prom oted W 0 2  and enjoyed his w o rk at the Depot when he was involved in a

•  nasty acc ident when a firew ork  exploded in his back pocket causing severe burns. A fte r qu ite  a spell in 
hospital he was discharged. He w as d ischarged to pension on 31 A ugust 1961. C liff Burges was a m ost 
e ffic ien t and pleasant man who was always w illing  to help others, w h ich  he did. A  true and dedicated 
D iehard who regularly supported the reunion and all regim ental causes, a great friend to all. It was a great 
shock to him when his w ife  died in 1981. Men like C liff do not appear very often. He will be sadly m issed 
by his fam ily and regim ent. RSM and M rs Dodkins and RO M S C ooper attended the funeral. The 
Regim ental Flag draped the co ffin  and a fu ll Guard of H onour from  his branch o f the local Royal British 
Legion attended w ith  the ir Standard.

C O M M ERFO RD -  O n 27 A ugust 1989, Private Edward James C om m erford (6201486), aged 73 years. 
Ted C om m erford enlisted at M ill H ill on 23 May 193 4  and on com ple tion  o f his recru it tra in ing and a 
short spell w ith the 2nd Bn was at the end o f 1935 posted to the 1 st Bn then in Egypt jo in ing  D Company. 
Service in S ingapore and Hong Kong fo llow ed . In early 1941 he was selected to be part o f a special 
draft, under the com m and o f S g t V. Cooper, and they proceeded to the M idd le  East. S g t C o oper w as later 
com m issioned but killed in action. O n arrival in the M idd le  East the purpose o f the draft w as no longer 
relevant and the dra ft was sp lit up, som e getting home to UK and others jo in ing  the RNF. C om m erford  
got home and was posted to the 1 /7 th  Bn fo r a short period. He volunteered fo r the A irbo rne  Forces but 
on his 10th jum p in jured his spine and a spell in hospital fo llowed. He later jo ined the 2 /7 th  Bn in Italy, 
Anzio and Palestine fo llow ed . He w as d ischarged on 26 February 1946. H is e lder brother, LCpI John 
C om m erford also served w ith  the 1 st Bn in Hong Kong but sadly lost his life  on the L isbon Maru. The ir 
fa ther was a S g t w ith the Royal Fusiliers and killed in W W 1 . In 1982 he cou ld  no longer w a lk  and was 
confined to a w heel chair. The Queen Elizabeth Hospita l at W oo lw ich  have during the past 7 years given 
him great care and trea tm ent fo r w h ich  he was very grateful. During the past seven years I have been able 
to keep in c lose  touch w ith  him.

DO RAN -  O n 29 O ctobe r 1989, W 0 2  John (Dizzy) Doran (6215906), aged 64  years.
He put up his age in 1941 in order to jo in the M iddlesex Regim ent w ith  whom  he served until transferring

•  to the Royal C o rps  o f S ignals in 1942. A fte r passing out on his w ire less operators course at Prestatyn he 
volunteered fo r the 1 st A irbo rne  D ivisional S ignal Regim ent and went to  North A frica. In July 1 94 3  he 
parachuted in to S ic ily  and was taken P O W  in the M ount Etna area and was a P O W  until June 1945. A fte r 
the war he jo ined the 1 6th A irborne D ivisional S ignal Regim ent TA  -  The M iddlesex Yeomanry -  and 
then 30 5  (Para) S ignal Squadron w here he reached the rank of W 0 2  before he w as d ischarged after 
many years of loyal service. It was only in 1988  that he jo ined the M iddlesex Regim ent O C A  to add to his 
m em bersh ip of the Parachute Regim ental Associa tion  and the M iddlesex Yeom anry O C A. Dizzy 
managed several ‘pubs’ in the London, Essex and Surrey area before ill health fo rced  his retirement. W ar 
tim e and post war com rades attended his funeral. A lw ays cheerfu l, never com pla in ing  a friend  to all.

H U G H ES -  O n 10 Septem ber 1989, Maj Gen Basil Perronet Hughes, C B , CBE, aged 8 6  years.
G eneral H ughes was com m issioned in the Royal Field A rtillery in 1923  and began his service life  in India 
w here he served w ith m ountain artillery from  1 92 6  until 1936. D uring th is period he had tw o tours on the 
North W est Frontier in 193 0  and 1933. In 1940  he w e n tto  France w ith  the BEF where he com m anded 2 / 
11 Battery of 3 M edium  Regim ent R.A. A t the end o f that year, he became G S O l o f 5A A D ivis ion and for 
the rem ainder o f his very d is tingu ished service he was involved w ith  th is  branch o f the Royal Artillery in a 
succession o f appointm ents. He retired in 1958  when he becam e C o ntro lle r o f The Royal Artillery 
Institu tion until 1973. He was C o lone l Com m andant o f the Royal A rtille ry  from  1961 to  1968. G eneral



H ughes associa tion  w ith  the T.A. in the County o f M iddlesex com m enced w ith his appointm ent as 
Honorary C o lone l o f 571 LAA Regim ent RA TA (9th Bn The M iddlesex Regim ent (DC O )j in 1958. W ith  
the re-organisation o f theT.A. in 1 6 2 ,7th Mx, 8 th Mx and 571 LAA Regt RA (9th Mx) were amalgamated to 
form  a new infantry battalion, 5th Mx. In due course, Gen H ughes took his turn serving as Honorary 
C o lone l o f th is  batta lion until it became 10th Q ueens in 1966  when he was again appointed as Honorary 
C o lone l. This continued when the Bn C adre was expanded to form  A Com pany 6 th Bn The Q ueen’s 
Regt in 1971.

In 1972  General H ughes became a Trustee o f the M iddlesex Regim ent Museum  Trust. He was a trustee 
up to the tim e o f his death. He was also a trustee of the M iddlesex and 10th Q ueen s Territoria l Trust and 
a lso m aintained a c lose in terest in the activities of A lbuhera C om pany 6 /7 th  Q ueen s and its 
em bodim ent in 8 th Q ueens Fusiliers.

H is funera l on 18 S eptem ber was attended by Lt-Col T.W. Chattey representing Maj G en S ir John 
W illoughby, Lt-Col J.D. G unnell and Lt-Col PJ. Hall. The Service o f Thanksgiv ing fo r the life  o f Maj Gen 
H ughes at the Royal G arrison Church, W oolw ich , on 11 O ctobe r 1989, was attended by Lt-Col T.W. 
Chattey representing Maj G en S ir John W illoughby, Lt-Col J.D. G unnell, M ajor C.L. Lawrence, Major 
Naish and C apt J. S pencer Richards.

H U M PHR IES -  O n 1 2 A ugust 1989, S g t John Leon Hum phries (6086829), aged 6 8  years.
John H um phries served w ith the Q ueens Royal Regim ent from  1 S eptem ber 1939  until 1 June 1959, 
when he w as d ischarged on reduction of the establishm ent. He was a m ember of the Q ueens Royal 
Regim ent Com pany that were posted to 1 Mx in Korea. He served w ith  great d is tinction  from  1 O ctobe r 
1950  to  30  S eptem ber 1951. He became a very popular m em ber of our regim ent and som e o f our 
m em bers have kept in touch w ith  him and his family. W e  firs t met him in Iserlohn in 194 8  and th is was the 
beg inn ing o f a long lasting friendsh ip . He resided in Iserlohn and always kept in touch and was a 
m em ber o f our regim ental association.

JA C O B S  -  O n 14 S eptem ber 1989, Private Stanley Norm an Jacobs, aged 92  years.
Served 2 Mx 191 4-1 8

KIDD -  O n 10  A ugust 1989, Capta in Douglas Kidd.
He served w ith  the 2 /7 th  Bn, C  S upport G roup  from  1940-45. The funeral was attended by M ajor C.S. 
G ou ld ing, M ajor E. R ich and M ajor E.A.W. Kyte.

LEG G E -  O n 20 July 1989, Private Francis James Legge (2037545), aged 69 years.
He en listed in to the T.A. in 1936  jo in ing  the Royal Engineers. O n the 3 February 1939 he jo ined the 7th 
Bn and at the fo rm ation  o f the 1 /7 th  and 2 /7 th  Bns he found him self in A  Com pany 1 /7 th  Bn w ith  whom  
he served until 2 February 1944. The fina l period o f his service was w ith  RNF and KRRC.

M AYH EW  -  O n 25 O ctobe r 1989, M ajor James (Tim) Mayhew (247800), aged 69  years.
He was a mem ber o f the 9th Bn from  1942-46. He suffered ill health fo r many years.

M cDAVITT -  O n 7 July 1982, W 0 2  Thom as Patrick M cDavitt (6197909), aged 76 years.
He served w ith  the regim ent from  1927  to 1949. In early 1941 he was posted from  the 1 st Bn in Honq 
Kong to UK. H e served w ith  the 2 /8 th  (1 st Bn) during  the war. Many m em bers have over the years as A  
me to find  ou t w hat happened to M cD avitt -  it has taken a long tim e but you all now know the a n sw ff.

M cKEN ZIE  -  O n 21 May 1989, CpI John M arion M cKenzie (23638980), aged 49  years.
John was a National Servicem an, called up on 19 Septem ber 1959, serving until 18 Septem ber 1961. 
He became a CpI w ith  the M ortar Platoon, S Com pany at Hemeln and his Platoon C om m ander was Lt 
Peter Cheesm an. He jo ined the Regim ental Associa tion  in March 1989  and attended the A lbuhera 
S e rv ice  o f Rem em brance in S t Pauls Cathedra l and the annual reunion at the V ictory C lub  in the May. He 
d ied the fo llow ing  week w h ils t a ttending a w edd ing on the Isle o f Man. John was m aking a success of 
c iv ilian  life having becom e the A ssis tan t M anager o f the W est S m ithfie ld B ranch o f Lloyds Bank. W e 
extend our deepest sym pathy to his w id o w  and fam ily and we a lso hope that they w ill attend the A lbuhera 
S e rv ice  o f Rem em brance on 12 May 1990.

PIKE -  O n 6  S eptem ber 1989, Private Stanley Joseph Pike (14408811), aged 64  years.
S tan Pike enlisted on 1 2 Decem ber 1942 serving until A ugust 1944, w ith  6  Platoon, B Company, 1 / 8 th 
Bn. H is P latoon Com m ander was Lt Cham berlain. He was wounded at Norm andy on 30 June 1944, 
los ing the s igh t in his le ft eye and was subsequently m edically d ischarged.
He w as a m em ber of the M O TH S and the Norm andy Veterans Association . M r & M rs Ron Pile, together

with mem bers of these organisations attended the funeral.

PRETLOVE -  O n 5 November 1989, CpI A rthur Pretlove (61990 03), aged 76 years.
A rthur Pretlove enlisted at Hornsey on aT.A. engagem ent on 28 M arch 1929, serving w ith the 7th Bn. He 
was d ischarged on 27 M arch 193 3  on com ple tion  o f his 4 year engagement. He was called up on 19 
Decem ber 1940 and posted to the Duke o f C o rnw a lls  L igh t Infantry at Bodm in. This m ust have been a 
te rrib le  shock fo r him. In A ugust 1941 after many app lica tions he was posted back to his regim ent and 
jo ined the 1 /7 th  Bn. He w as always proud to say that he served w ith  1 /7 th  th roughout North A frica, Sic ily  
and Normandy. He was d ischarged on 6  May 1946. He was a regular attender at the 1 /7 th  D inner/ 
Luncheons and I have m et him on many occasions. He was an exceptionally proud D iehard as many of 
his brothers had also served w ith  our regiment. H is fam ily consisted of 9 boys and 3 g irls. H is son 
in form s me that he has bequeathed £ 5 0 0  to the regim ental charitab le fund.

READ -  O n 16 June 1989, C /S g t A rthur Vivian Read (62005 15), aged 79 years.
He enlisted in 1931 and served w ith  the 2nd Bn until 1938  when he was transferred to the Arm y Reserve 
on com ple tion  of his 7 engagem ent. O n 1 S eptem ber he was recalled from  the Arm y Reserve and was

« posted to the 1 / 8 th Bn jo in ing D Company. He was prom oted to C /S g t and fina lly d ischarged in 1945.

D DING  -  O n 20 A ugust 1989, Sg t Robert (Bob) John Redding (6201427), aged 71 years.
He enlisted on 30  January 1934, as a Boy so ld ier and jo ined the C o rps  o f Drum s o f the 2nd Bn. His 
service w ith  th is Bn was continuous serving at C o lchester, Portsm outh and G osport. He was w ith the Bn 
at Dunkirk and landed w ith  the Bn in Norm andy on D Day. He was fina lly d ischarged on 31 M arch 1947. 
He was a proud so ld ier fo llow ing  in his fathers footsteps, who was a S g t w ith  the 2nd Bn in W W 1 . In 
civilian life  he trained to be a painter, decora tor and signwriter, eventually becom ing a forem an and later 
m anager o f a private bu ild ing  firm . I repeat the w o rds  his w idow  wrote to me “He was a great fam ily man, 
w e all went to him fo r advice and couse lling, he instilled in all o f us, high standards to fo llow ". H e will be 
sadly missed.

R O BINSO N -  O n 21 May 1989, Private James Valentine R obinson (6201450), aged 75 years.
He enlisted in to the regim ent in 193 4  and served in Egypt, S ingapore  and Hong Kong w ith  the 1 st Bn. He 
was taken P O W  on 25  D ecem ber 1941 and was held in S ham shuipo Camp, Hong Kong until A ugust 
1945 when he was repatriated to UK and d ischarged on com ple tion  of his service. No o ther deta ils are 
available.

RO SE -  O n 14 Novem ber 1989, W O l (RSM) A rthur Rose (6200783), aged 76 years.
A rthur Rose enlisted into the regim ent on 5 January 193 3  and on com ple tion o f his recru it tra in ing was 
posted to the 2nd Bn then at Hyderabad Barracks, C o lchester. O n arrival he jo ined H Q  C om pany and 
the S ignal Platoon. A t the outbreak of w ar he was a S g t and w ent to France w ith the 2nd Bn on 29 
S eptem ber 1939  return ing on 1 June 1940. He remained w ith  the Bn having now been prom oted to 
W 0 2 (C S M ) and on 3 June 194 4  em barked w ith  2 Mx fo r Normandy. He rem ained in G erm any until 19 
May 1947. H is next posting was as a W 0 1  (RSM) to 156  Transit Cam p w here he rem ained until 1952. 
H is final posting was a G arrison Sg t M ajor A ldershot G arrison and he fina lly retired to pension on 4 
January 195 5  on com ple tion  o f 22 years co lour service. He then jo ined the W a r Departm ent Police, 
rising to Sgt, and serving at Enfield Lock Sm all A rm s Factory, W oo lw ich  A rsena l and Shoeburyness,

•  retiring fo r the second tim e in 1978. For the past 10 years A rthur su ffe red badly w ith  his chest and 
breathing but never com pla ined. He attended the Royal H ospita l C h urch  Parade at Che lsea on Sunday 
29 O ctobe r and although very sick w as determ ined to be on parade. A rthu r was a qu ie t friend ly  man who 
w as very proud o f his regim ent and was a true Diehard. The Regim ental Flag draped his co ffin  and his 
w idow  had a flow ered wreath in regim ental co lou rs  dep ic ting  the cap badge p laced on his co ffin . M r Jeff 
Haward represented the regim ent and m em bers of the RBL and Dunkirk A ssn  w ere  present.

R O W E -  O n 24 July 1989, C pI Frank A lfred Rowe (6209815), aged 70 years.
Frank Rowe jo ined the T.A. on 15 S eptem ber 1 93 9  and was posted to the 1 /7 th  Bn. H e served w ith  th is 
Bn throughou t the North Africa, Italy and Norm andy cam paigns and was d ischarged on 3 0  A p ril 1946. 
He was a very well known mem ber of the Bn having been O ffice rs  M ess CpI. He w as a regular a ttender of 
all 1 /7 th  Bn functions.

S TEBB IN G  -  O n 7 O ctobe r 1989  Private Francis Henry S tebb ing (62160 48), aged 67  years.
O n 24 June 1941 he volunteered fo r service at the age o f 1 7 1/ 2 years and w as accep ted fo r the regim ent 
jo in ing  24 M G TC  at M ill Hill. H is e lder brother S g t Ernie S tebb ing was an ins truc to r at that tim e and 
young Harry became a m em ber o f his squad. O n com ple tion  o f his in itial tra in ing  he jo ined the 70th 
Young So ld ie rs  Bn. Som e m onths later he w as posted to the 2nd Bn and became a d rive r batman. He



em barked w ith  the Bn on 6  June 194 4  and served righ t th rough the Norm andy cam paign and then on to 
Palestine. H e w as dem obbed on 4 November 1946. In civ ilian life he served w ith C o rps  of 
C om m iss iona ires and later, fo r som e 20 years was a Bank C ourie r w ith Barclays Bank.

URE -  O n 26  June 1989, W 0 2  W illiam  (Jock) Ure (6199252), aged 75 years.
B ill Ure enlisted in to the regim ent as a boy so ld ie r on 29  November 1929, just 15 '/s  years o f age. He 
jo ined the Band o f 1 st Bn and attended a m usic course at Kneller Hall in 1930. The 1 st Bn was then in 
UK. H e proceeded overseas w ith the Bn in 1931 and served in Palestine, Egypt, S ingapore and Hong 
Kong. O n 11 January 1939  he was appointed Band CpI. In O ctobe r 1940  he le ft the Band and jo ined A 
Company. In 1940  he was prom oted W 0 3 (P S M ) and in May 1941 was prom oted to W 0 2 . D uring the 
figh ting  in Hong Kong he was w ith  Z  Com pany and he was captured on 25  Decem ber 1941 He served 
his P O W tim e  in Osaka Camp, Japan. He returned to UK in late 1945. In 1 94 6  he jo ined 2 6 M G T C a n d  
when th is unit closed to the MG W ing(M x) Hom e C ounties ITC and finally to the Hom e Counties Brigade 
Tra in ing Centre. In 1949  he was posted ERE to Hong Kong and the G H Q  Infantry Records, Singapore, 
and from  1951 to 1953  worked w ith  the Far East W ar G raves C om m ission. He was d ischarged to 
pension on 23  March 1953. Jock was a very keen sportsm an excelling at W ate r Polo, sw im m ing a r t  
hockey. He w ill be sadly m issed by his fam ily and reg im en t ^

W ILLIA M S  -  O n 12 Novem ber 1989, M rs Hannah W illiam s, aged 69  years.
M rs W illiam s was the w idow  o f Private C .W . W illiam s (62035 32 ) w ho d ied on 17 A p ril 1967, aged 49  
years, who had been a FEPO W  w ith  the 1 s t Bn. She lived in a fla t at A lbuhera C lose, Enfield, and was a 
m odel ten a n t Sadly she w as very ill fo r many years and w ill be sadly m issed by her fam ily and the 
reg im ent

M r Paul Francia o f the 2 /8 th  (Resuscita ted 1 st Bn) reports that the fo llow ing  have died -  they all served 
w ith  the Bn 194 4-4 5  Normandy. No fu rthe r deta ils are available.

6 2 0 5 1 6 2  LCpI G. Bywaters 
6 2 1 2 4 6 2  CpI S. C u rtis  
5 5 1 1 9 4 6  R e  L. Jupp, MM 
6 2 0 0 3 4 5  R e  H. Phillips.

M r Ron Taylor, Secretary o f the 2 /7 th  Bn O C A  reports that the fo llow ing  have died. No fu rther details 
available.

M r T. Baber 
Mr B..Eaton.

LETTER

From: M r R.A. C larke
24a Norton Avenue 
Canvey Island 
Essex S S 8  8 LQ 
28th  O ctobe r 1989

Dear M ajor W aldron,

As you know I am a m ember o f the regim ental association and served w ith  the 1 s t Bn from  19 5 2  to 
1 9 5 5 ,1 was w ith 1 Platoon, A Company. O n leaving the Regim ent I jo ined the London Fire Brigade serving from  
1955  to 1982 when I was d ischarged w ith  a 80%  disability  pension.

I have produced an oak fram ed, glazed plaque 18 by 1 2 inches d isp laying in the top  centre  the Korea 
Medal and the U.N. Medal(Korea) p lus the 1 7 cap badges o f the British  in fantry regim ents that served in Korea 
up to the arm istice 1953, all are silvered and name in red and w h ite  as per shou lder flash.

The badges can alternately be supp lied  in Bi metal i.e. silvered w ith  g ilt enamel, the supp ly of plaques w ill 
lim ited in num ber as they are hand made and are very tim e consum ing.

It is not in tended that th is p ro ject be moneymaking and any orders from  m em bers o f the Regim ental 
Associa tion  w ill be supp lied  at cost, about £ 7 0  p lus p&p plus a donation to regim ental funds possibly. A  co lour 
photograph o f the plaque w ill be supp lied  on receip t o f a SAE at the above address.

The plaque is on d isp lay at the regim ental museum, B ruce  Castle, Tottenham , London N1 7.

Yours sincerely,

R.A. Clarke.



REGIMENTAL GOODS

The fo llow ing  regim ental goods are available fo r purchase. These can be obtained by w riting  to the 
Secretary. M ajor A.E.F. W ald ron , MBE, Lynsore Bungalow, U pper Hardres, Canterbury, Kent CT4 6 EE. 
Postage and packing is included in the price. Cheques o r Postal O rders shou ld be made payable to  the 
M iddlesex Regim ental Association.

B lazer Badges £  6.50 each

Ice Buckets, m iniature s ide drum  with
regim ental emblazon £ 1 6 .0 0  each

Ties Regtl O ld  Pattern, (Maroon
and O ld  G old) £  3.00 each

Ties New Pattern Terylene £  3.00 each

Ties O ffice rs ' C lub  S ilk £  6 .0 0  each

W all Plaques, M iddlesex Regim ent £ 1 3 .0 0  each

History ‘D iehards in Korea' £  5.00 each

C hris tm as C ards -  Steady the Drum s & Fifes £  .2 0  each

M iddlesex Cap Badges -n o t  orig ina ls £  2.50 each

Tum bler, W hisky engraved w ith  M iddlesex
Regim ent badge £  6 .0 0  each




