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1

‘PROMOTIONS AND APPOINTMENTS.

_ . Ist BATTALION.

Privates appomted Lance-Corporals—No. 7548 J. Moseley,

4th December, 1906; No. 3681 W. Hide, 7th December,

1906; 7910 H. Fuller, 11th December, 2906; 6098 H. Chap-

man, 15th December, 1906.

3rd BATTALION.

Promoted Colour—Sergeant—No. 2048 Sergt. W. Dugav,

dated 12th December, 1906. i

‘REGIMENTAL CUMPASSIONATE FUND.

The Officer Commanding the Depot acknowledges with

grateful thanks the receipt of the undermentioned dona-

tions :—

Captain J. Lees

 

1 o o

Lieut. L. Ricketts 0 IO 0

Major J. W. Jones... I o 0

Captain J. H. Kennedy .. I I 0

Major-General E. Leach, GB. 2 o o

Colonel F. F. Johnson, C.B. I o 0

Captain T. P. C. Smith 0 IO 0

Captain H. S. Bush 0 IO 0

Captain E. L. H. James 0 IO 0

Maj.-Gen. E. A. Alderson, C.B., A.D.C. I 1 o

ColOneI W. H. Bayley .. . I o C

Colonel T. H. Brock 2 2 0

Captain E. W. Brown o 10 o

Lieut. P. A. Prescott-Roberts... 0 10 O

Lieut. C. F. Adams... 0 IO 0

Colonel W. H. Wilson... I o 0

Captain C. F. Hitchins 0 10 6

Major R. J. Roche .. o 10 O

Brig.vGen. E. A. Grove, GB. 5 0 0

Captain F. W. Burbury I 0 0

Captain E. L. Hudson 1 0 0

E: J. Elgood, Esq. I I 0

Lieut.-Col. J. P. Dalison 5 0 0

Captain H. W. Beeching 2 0 0

Mrs. E. Grey... I I O

\

 

We beg to acknowledge, with many thanks, the receipt of

CoP1638 0f the following papers during the past year :—«“ The

rmy Service Corps Journal,” “ The Dragon,” “ St. George’s

”matte,” “ Suffolk Regimental Gazette,” “H. L. I. Chronicle,”

K Globe and Laurel,” “ Thin Red Line,” “The Sapper,”

he Green Tiger,” “ Kentish Mercury,” “The Aldershot

,eWS,” “Military Mail,” “ Kent Messenger,” “3rd V.B.

( orthumberland Fusiliers’ Magazine,” Christmas number

rlmrose League Gazette.” 

 

1st BATTALION OORRESPONDENOE.v

DEAR MR. EDITOR,

We are all very busy, as we embark to-morrow, The

transport was to have been in at dawn to—day, but has not

arrived yet. There is no news, I am afraid, this month.

The Army v. Navy Boxing came off in the new Circus on the

13th. Three of our men represented the Army—~Pte. Baker

as light weight, Lee—Corp]. Sheppard as middle weight, and

Pte. Andrews as bantam weight. Andrews fought first, and

won easily, his opponent not showing much knowledge of

boxing. Sheppard fought Stoker Campbell, a Well-known

boxer here, but the fight was stopped in the 9th round, as the

Referee was dissatisfied with the form shown. I believe

Sheppard is to be given first prize, as he was not to blame,

and was winning easily on points. Lce.-Corp1. Sherwood, of

the Worcestershire Regiment, was again badly beaten by

9.5. Kilham, and would probably have been knocked out if

Kilham had not sprained a finger. Rice, ofthe Rifle Brigade,

won the heavy weights. Baker was beaten by A. B.

Hunnings after a good fight. Baker, early in the fight

sprained both his thumbs, and but for this the result might

have been very different. But Hunnings fought very well,

and won on points. We are looking forward to some good

boxing when we get home.

INSPECTION BY H.E. THE GOVERNOR.

On Friday, the 14th, the Governor, General Sir Charles

Mansfield Clarke inspected us on Floriana Parade Ground,

and after having marched past, &C., we were formed up, and

in saying good-bye he made the following very complimentary

speech to the Battalion 2~

“ Colonel Maunsell, Officers, N.C.O.’s and Men of the

R0) al West Kent Regiment, 1 have come here to-day not to

make a formal inspection, as that has already been done by

the G.O.C. Infantry Brigade, but to say good-bye, and I

will begin by telling you that I have nothing but good to say

of the Regiment. I am very sorry you are leaving my com—

mand, as during your stay here you have all done your duty

inla quiet and unostentatious manner. The N.C.O.’s and

men when walking about the (town have always been smart

and respectful, and a credit to their Regiment. I knew the

Regiment when it was in New Zealand, and before many of

you were born, when there was only one Battalion (the 50th),

it was a very smart old Regiment then, and although there

have been great changes in the organisation of the army. and

you now have several battalions, I can certainly see no

change in you from those days. A small proof of this is that

about a month ago over 200 men were sent to join your 2nd

Battalion at Singapore. They all left the Station and went

on board in the way that good soldiers should do. I am an
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old Regimental Commander, and I knowwvhat it means to

take away over 200 men from a Battalion. _I Wish you

good-bye, asmooth passage, and a pleasant time 1n your new

quarters in your own County.”

Your lst Battalion Correspondent.

SERGEANTS’ MESS.

BILLIARDS.

As a result of the recent Billiard Match with the Petty

Officers of H.M.S. Carnarvon, a match was arranged with

the six members who represented the Sergeants’ Mess on

that occasion and the next six, with the result that the first

 

six won by the comfortable margin of 62 points. Appended

are the scores :—

First Six. The Rest.

Sergt. Hotson ......... IOO Sergt. Page ............ 69

Per.-Sergt. Smith ...... IOO Clr.-Sgt. Mackintosh 82

Ar.—Staff—Sergt. Ashby IOO Sergt. Wren ............ 67

Sergt. Murphy ......... 99 Qr.-Mstr.-Sgt. Cover 100

Lce.-Sergt. Maslin... 61 Sergt. Collins ......... IOO

Clr.-Sergt. I.M. Dark 100 Clr.—Sergt. Davis ..... 80

Total ......... 560 Total ........... 498

 

The outcome of the above was a challenge from Coloure

Sergeant Instructor of Musketry Dark to play any member of

the Mess 500 up, which challenge was at once accepted by

Sergt. Hotson. The match took place on 28th November,

and after a game which was full of interest and excitement

up to the last moment, resulted in a win for Sergeant Hotson

by the narrow margin of five points only.

Sergeants’ Mess Correspondent.

FOOTBALL.

lst Royal West Kent v. H.M.S. Venerable.

There has only been one match this month, owing to our

move, and that was against the H.M.S. Venerable, on

Thursday, 6th December. The following team represented

the Battalion. Goal, Dufoy; Backs, Smith and Lance-

Corporal Hayhurst; Half-backs, Mills, Sherry, Green;

Forwards, Sparrow, Butcher, Goss, Green, Todd. The

game started well, and it looked as if we were going to make

goal, about ten minutes before half—fime, the team seemed to

fall to pieces, and we were eventually beaten by 5*0.

D-EAR MR. EDITOR.

It is always pleasant to leave a good name behind one

and the Battalion has undoubtedly done so in Malta. In fact,

if we may judge by the very kind things that have been said

and written to us by those best qualified to judge, it is not

too much to say that the Regiment returns to its own

County in a highly efficient state to commence service at

home. His Excellency the Governor did us the unusual

honour of inspecting us a few days before we left, and his

remarks were most gratifying. He commented particularly

on the quiet and unostentatious way in which the battalion

had always done its duty, and he instanced the exemplary

manner in which our draft of over 200 men had embarked for

Singapore. This, he was good enough to sav, reflected

credit not only on the men who left us but also on all ranks

of the battalion remaining behind. 
 

a good fight of it, but on the Venerable'scoring their first ‘

OWN GAZETTE.

Major-General Stokes, commanding the Infantry Brigade,

came to say good-bye to us when we paraded for embarkation.

He assured us he was very sorry to lose us and Spoke as

follows :—“ Colonel Maunsell, Officers, N.C. Officers, and

men Of the Royal West Kent Regiment, in bidding gOOd-bye

to you to-day, I must congratulate. you on .the excellent

report that has been made on the Regiment during its stay in

Malta and the very creditable way in which all ranks have

upheld the good name of the old 50th Regiment. You have

been in one barracks for 2% years, but I do not look on that

as an altogether unmixed blessing. Most of the duties and

fatigues of the garrison have fallen on you, but they have

been done by you in a most cheerful and satisfactory manner

and without any fuss. In addition to this, your barracks

being so close to town, you have always been more or less

under the eyes of those in authority over you, so that any

little thing going wrong would have been noticed. When

you get home, you will have a good many young soldiers join

you. Now it will be your duty to impress upon these young

soldiers what a high character the Regiment has, and you

must see that they don’t do anything to mar it. Colonel

Maunsell and members of the Royal West Kent Regiment,l

wish you good-bye and a safe and pleasant voyage.”

The " Braemar Castle” was a day late, and when we did

embark it was at very short notice. However, before dinner

we were on board with rifles, helmets, and kits stowed, and

everybody settled down. The baggage took a long time to

get on board and the companies were relieving each other in

L the hold and in the lighters from 2 pm. till past midnight.

It was very cold and a heavy rain was falling, but the way

in which the men worked may be judged by the following

passage in a letter from a very senior officer in Malta :—“1

was very much struck by the conduct of the men during a L

long and troublesome day’s work. I did not hear a grumble.

It was altogether one of the best things I have seen.”

We found the “ Braemar Castle ” to be a comfortable and

roomy transport. Our vogage was uneventful, but I enclose

an account of a succeSSful little concert, and the Warrant

Officers had a pleasant little dance on Christmas eve. When

off Ushant we ran into quite a heavy sea and for 24 hours it

was distinctly rough Luckily most of us had by then found

our sea legs more or less and, the ship proving herself to be

a remarkably good sea boat, comparatively few of us were

knocked over, though all were glad when we found ourselves

I in “lee water.”

We disembarked with snow

customs formalities to be a long and chilly business. General

Alderson, Colonel Dalison, and Major Lowe were at South'

ampton to meet us. We reached Dover long after dark and

were met on the platform by General Leach, who cameto

welcome the 1st Battalion of his Regiment back to the.” 0W“

L county. On reaching barracks all our men were inVIte 'to

L an excellent and very acceptable tea which the Ist Battalgofl

L the Buffs had most kindly and thoughtfully provided, ‘VIhLLSt

General and Mrs. Leach provided tea for the married families,

and this kind thought of our Colonel was, I need hardly a ’

L very much appreciated. ‘ d

L \Ve were all very pleased to See Captains Smith a“

L

 

on the ground and voted

 

Robinson back again as well as all those ofiicers Whit/1mm

0

been away from the Regiment for shorter periols. re

a a
than half of the N.C.O.s and men who came from Malt

L now on furlough and a good many Officers are on leave- 't

It is nearly 60 years since the battalion was here 13.5“]

L having left Dover in I848.

L think. The chief drawbacks that

present are—first, that there is a great difficulty in Obla

We shall like it as a station

manifest themselVe§ a”

11111]: 
 

 

m
=
-
¢
—
:

.
.
)
r
—
r
‘
r
1
\
n
M
W

  
 



r
n
:

.
—
.
v
~
(

1
:

-

   

_ wh—u’emehme-hw-e nee—1,7 . .. . , w»-

 

THE QUEEN’S OWN GAZETTE.

around to play games on and, secondly, that we are so far

from a range. As regards musketry, we had an excellent

report on our last annual course, both from the Governor of

Malta and from the Infantry General. But it is realized that

ifwe wish to be a first-class shooting regiment, we must get

jenty of practice and that will be difficult here. Luckily

there is a short range of 200 yards available which may or

may not be the saving of us from a musketry point of view.

We are just about to be armed with the short rifle and shall

be very busy learning how to get the best results possible out

of it. About 100 recruits go to Lydd in the middle of

February.

Major-General Bradley, commanding the 9th Brigade,

inspected us a few days ago. He first saw the battalion on

parade and then visited the institutes and some of the barrack

rooms.

I enclose two cuttings, one from the “ Folkestone Heralc ,”

being an account of the death of Major Blackall, late of the

50th Regiment; the other from the “ Daily Graphic,” is an

account of an old soldier who served with distinction in the

50th long before most of us were born.

Your 1st Battalion Correspondent.

BATTALION CONCERT.

A pleasant little concert took place on December 20th,

during the voyage from Malta. All arrangements were in

the hands of Bandmaster Davis, whose efforts to provide a

little amusement for the troops, were much appreciated by

all; so much so, that at a considerable time before the time

advertised for commencing, i.e., 8 p.m., the after well deck

was literally packed. The following is the programme :—

“The pick of the baSket,” Band of the ISt R.W.K.R.;

song, selected, Bandsman Preston, Royal Berkshires; song,

“Frae the Non,” Pte. Westcott, Royal Berkshires;song,

“Bombay,” Sapper Doughty, R.E. ; song, “This is how he

laughs,” Band-Corpl. Harris, Ist R.W.K.R.; song,

“Rainbow,” Drummer Gregg, 1st R.W.K.R. ; dance,

Lancashire step, Pte. McGovern, Lancashire Fusiliers ; song,

“The Volunteer Organist,” Pte. Lake, A.O. Corps; duet,

“And the blow almost killed father,” Sappers Palmer and

Johnson, R.E. ; song, “ Far Away,” Sapper Hinton, R.E. ;

Coon song, “The giggling nigger,” Band-Corpl. Harris, Ist

R.W.K.R. ; song, “Sentenced to death,” Pte. Lake, A.O.

Corps; song, ”Semaphore,” Pte. Westcott, Royal Berkshires;

Spanish March, “La Mattchishe,” Band Ist R.W.K.R.;

“God Save the King” pianist Sapper Willett, R.E.

Ist

_ 15th December, 1906.

S' The Editor, Queen’s Own Gazelle, Maidstone.

it,

A few days since I showed a portrait of my uncle, Colonel

l. 3- Harrison, C.B., formerly in the 50th Regiment, to

Colonel C. M. Churchill, who, on reading his services, sug-

geSted that I should send them to you, as they cannot fail to

be of great interest to Oflicers of the 50th, past and present.

hese services were copied from a document written by my

llncle, so there is no doubt of their authenticity. The portrait

IS in oils, quarter length, and is a capital likeness. I enclose

a copy Of his services, which you can publish in your paper.

I am,

Yours faithfully,

H. S. HARRISON

(Late Captain, The Royal Fusiliers).

1{SW—The Portrait is in Regimentals, but the head is

“n00vered.
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A STATEMENT OF THE SERVICES OF LIEUT.-COL.

JOHN BACON HARRISON, C.B., 50TH REGT.

Joined the 50th Regiment as Lieutenant in Corsica in 1795,

served during the rebellion in that country, and was present

in several skirmishes in that island in the neighbourhood of

Ajaccio, and embarked with the regiment for Elba.

Embarked in 1797 and landed in Portugal. Was appointed

to the command of a Company, and did duty with the

regiment till it embarked for Minorca.

Embarked from Minorca for Egypt in September, 1800, and ,

was present at the memorable battles of the 13th and 21st of

March, 1801, in that country, and also at the taking of

Copenhagen in 1807, afterwards embarked for Portugal, and

was present at the battles of the 17th and 21st of August,

1808, near Bahia and Vimiera, then proceeded with the army

under the command of the late Sir John Moore, and was

present at the different skirmishes and the battle of Corunna,

16th January, 1809, landed in England in command of the

regiment, and succeeded in February, 1809, to a Majority.

Embarked for Walcheren in July, 1809, and was present at

the capture of that Island. Afterwards embarked for Portu-

gal, and was present at the battle of Fuentes D’onor on the

5th May, 1811, and at the attack on the enemy at Arroza di

Montino, 28th October, 1811, where the enemy were com-

pletely surprised, the military chest and the whole of their

baggage taken, with upwards of 1,000 prisoners. Was also

present at the storming of Fort Napoleon, near Almarez, in

Spain, 19th May, 1812, and commanded the right wing of the

regiment while escalding the fortress; was gazetted Brevet

Lieutenant-Colonel in consequence of the recommendation of

Lieutenant-General Lord Hill, on the 19th June, 1812.

Was present at the affair with the enemy at Albode Formes

on the retreat of the army from Madrid, in November, 1812.

Succeeded to the command of the regiment at Corca, in Spain,

in consequence of the death of Lieutenant—Colonel Stewart.

The regiment was detached with a battalion of Portuguese

Cacadores to Behar, and under my command repulsed an

attack of the enemy at that place under General Foy, who

retired with loss. Was also present at the battle of Vittoria,

21st June, 1813, and at all the actions and skirmishes with

the enemy on the Pyrenees, the 26th, 27th, 28th, 29th, 30th

and 31st days of July, 1813. The command of the 50th

regiment devolved upon me the 25th July, Colonel Hill being

wounded, and latterly I commanded the Brigade. Was

presentin command of the Brigade at the battle of St. Pierre,

near Bayonne, on the 13th December, 1813. On this ocCasion

Lieutenant-General Lord Hill was pleased to express his

approbation of the conduct of the 50th Regiment, and also of

the other regiments composing the Brigade, and was in all

the subsequent actions in France. At Aire, 2nd March, 1814,

the 50th Regiment received the thanks of Lieutenant-General

Sir William Stewart for their gallant conduct, together with

the 92nd under the command of the late Colonel Cameron at

Rothes, 27th February, at Toulouse, to 1814 the conclusion

of the French War, was never absent from the Regiment

during the operations of the Army in the Peninsula from

sickness or any other cause.

Copied from a statement written by Lt.-Col. John Bacon

Harrison, C.B.

Col. J. B. Harrison died at his residence, Clarence Square,

Cheltenham, April 15th, 1863, aged 85.
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lst BATTALION NOTES.

No. 3624 Sergeant W. Collins and N0. 7281 Private A-

Rogers have succeeded in obtaining First Class Certificates

of Education, while 6207 Corporal E. Sawyer, 8168 Lance—

Corporal H. Hylands, and 8155 Private H. Hoadley passed

in Group I.

No. 7676 Lance-Corporal R. Banks, 7681 Lance-Corporal

J. Hayhurst, and 8119 Private J. Burrows have been awarded

Second Class Certificates, and 7548 Lance-Corporal J.

Moseley, 8005 Private W. Loft, and 8093 Boy A. Reardon,

“ Thirds.”

The following men have extended their services to complete

seven years with the colours 2—7630 J. Peters, 7493 S.

Bowden, 7459 B. Randall, 7468 H. Homewood, 7487 R.

Gutteridge, 7490 A. Price, 7915 F. Cannon, 7471 E. Musscll,

7629 W, Bull, 7543 F. Woodrow, 7753 W. Routledge, 7541

W. Jenner, 7619 J. Kersey, and 7492 G. Swift.

N.C.O.’s and men as follows have been awarded Certificates

of Proficiency in Telephone duties :—No. 6638 Corporal A.

Goss, and Privates 1813 T. Williams, 7557 F. Oswald, 7753

W. Routledge, 7487 R. Gutteridge, 7481 J. Tyler, 7653 A.

Murrell, 4618 J. Smith, and 3150 A. Rock.

Good Conduct Badges have been granted as stated :—

Three badges, 4345 Private W Castle and 4383 Private A.

Laurence ; one badge, 7459 Private B. Randall, 7980 Private

S. Palmer, 8097 Private B. Pronger, 8001 Private G. Marsh ;

restored two badges, 3812 Private J. McCarthy.

 

2nd BATTALION CORRESPONDENCE.

HONG KONG,

November, 1906.

DEAR MR. EDITOR,

It again behoves me to give you some account of the

doings of the Battalion. The summer is now over, and we

are all very glad of a short interlude of cool weather before

we “toe the line” at Singapore. However, we have never

met anyone who has lived there who did not like it, so

perhaps the equator is not such a terrible animal as is

generally supposed.

We have not seen an account of the last tournament for

the Hong Kong Polo Cup in your pages, so it is possible that

none has been sent. The Battalion was represented by the

following team :—Bacl\', Major S. H. Pedley, 3 Captain F. J.

Joslin, 2 Lieut. H. D. Belgrave, 1 Captain C. E. Kitson. In

the first round the Battalion team beat the Civilians, and the

Hong Kong and Singapore Battalion R.G.A. beat a Club

Team. In the final the Battalion beat the Gunners by four

goals and one subsidiary to one goal and one subsidiarv The

team won almost entirely by its superior combination: As

this was the third successive occasion the battalion had won

the tournament, the cup became their property, and was

presented them by H.E. the Governor. As we had won the

cup outright, it was the privilege of the officers of the

Battalion to give another to be played for under the same

conditions. This was done in October. Major Pedley, in

presenting the cup on behalf of the officers, thanked His

Excellency, to whose care he entrusted it, for the interest he

had always taken in the game, and expressed the hope that

many strenuous games might be played for it before it should

be won outright. H.E., in replying, said that the good wishes   

of the Hong Kong Polo Club would accompany the team in

all their future matches, and he might add that the good

wishes of the whole Colony of Hong Kong would accompar1V

the Regiment wherever they were quartered, and in whatever

service they might be engaged.

There have been several Regimental matches lately. In

October we played Cricket against the Royal Gan-“‘50,,

Artillery and won. Since the arrival of the 3rd D.C.0.

Middlesex Regiment on October 30th, we have played them

at Football, Hockey and Cricket. The football match was a

draw, two goals all. Neither team were seen at their best,

the Battalion team had only just started the season, and the

Middlesex were hardly in the pink of condition after their

long voyage from South Africa. The Hockey ended in our

favour, three goals to two, and had more advantage been

taken of our opportunities in front of goal, the margin would

have been increased. The cricket match was an excellent

game. The battalion went in first and were dismissed rather

easily for 82, however, half way through the Middlesex

innings, with the score 46-6-32, everything appeared in our

favour. Then Mus. Barton took the score to 78 before the

ninth man was dismissed, leaving five runs to get for a win.

This he just managed to do, and with the score at 84 the last

man was caught at the wicket.

In my next letter I shall be able to tell you of the arrival of

the other half battalion from N. China, whither half the

Middlesex went on November 3rd to relieve them, and

of our journey to Singapore.

2nd Battalion Correspondent.

A COMPANY.

November 7th, 1906.

DEAR MR. EDITOR,

I am afraid that I have been rather remiss of late as Com-

pany Correspondent, but the fault has not been entirely mine;

however, I promise to keep you more fully posted as to the

doings of the Company in future. The weather has been

very cold of late, and in consequence more sport has been

indulged in. A Company played friendly matches with E

and D during October, and succeeded in winning on each

occasion. E Company were beaten by three goals to 1111,

although it must be admitted that they were not at'f‘ull

strength D Company were also accounted for in decisive

fashion, the score being A 4, B I. I cannot praise any 11}-

dividual member of the team, as all worked well and did

their best.
.

The'following represented the Company on each occaSIOnl

Sergt. Pace, Lce -Corpl. Trevena, Ptes. Graham, Morris,

Twine, Light, Cooper, Mussett, Christie, and Mus. Nash

and Norton. In consequence of the Middlesex Regiment

being encamped on the Battalion Parade Ground, and every-

one preparing for Singapore, sport is almost at a standStlll

amongst the Companies, although the Regimental team has

arranged a few friendly fixtures. A Company are arranglllg

a match with A Company, Middlesex Regiment. shortly, and

I will send you a full account of the game in my next letter.

Iam very sorry to say that we are losing several of our

regular players this year, but hope to get some new blood

from amongst the draft, who are expected to jom us at

Singapore, Captain Druce has taken over the Compfmh

although whether he will retain it or not at Singapore 15 at

present unknown. '

Before laying aside my pen I give you the followmg 35'

count of a conversation said to have been overheard here :’

Scene. G.P.O., Hong Kong—A gentleman who had ap-
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THE QUEEN’S

wently been shopping, called in the Post Ofifice for some

itamps. After being served..he asked the clerk if he could

,blige him WIth a piece of string to he up h1s.parce‘ls. The

clerk replied that the regulations Clld not permit of him domg

:0. “Then give me a piece of red tape,” was the gentleman’s

Larcastic retort.

i1tliirik this is all I can tell you this time, although you

may expect longer letters when the Battalion gets together

at Singapore.

A COMPANY’S CORRESPONDENT.

Hong Kong.

TANGLIN BARRACKS,

SINGAPORE,

Dec. 13th, 1906.

DEAR MR. EDITOR,

We have now been in Singapore for a week or so, and

are beginning to settle down in our new quarters. On our

waydown the elements proved very kind, and that and a com-

fortable ship with plenty of room made the voyage a pleasant

one. We had the usual sports. with a sternly contested “tug

olwar.” The best struggle was that between F and H Com-

Fanies in the first round, although F, the ultimate winners,

were obviously the better trained team. They did a good

deal of pulling in the North, as all the Legation detachments

were fond of the sport. F and D Companies were left in for

the final, North v. South, and North proved the winners.

,lconcert was also held, the turns of Privates James and

Runnicles elicting the greatest applause. We landed in

Singapore at 7 a.m., on December 5th, having spent the

previous day alongside the wharf unloading the heavy

baggage. Tanglin Barracks are over four miles from the

landing place, but the way was made short by the enlivenmg

strains of our own band and that of the 5th Russels’ Infantry,

which was very kindly sent to play us in. Halfway to

barracks we met the 1st Battalion Sherwood Foresters on

their way to embark for Madras en route for Bangalore, and

the two battalions were halted alongside one another for a

few minutes. We arrived in barracks about 9.30, and must

have been hard tO please if we did not like the look of them.

The country is undulating and is covered with trees and

shrubs, here and there the hills have been cleared and planted

with pineapples, but the valleys are for the most part swamps.

lll is very beautiful to look at, though perhaps we shall be

sorry that it is not more open. The ground belonging to the

barracks is about one mile long by half a mile broad, and the

institutes and messes are dotted at various intervals over the

l‘Elemesne.” Each company has its own bungalow surrounded

hya garden, with a centre one which contains the guard room,

orderly room, tailor-5’ shop, etc. There is a gymnasium, with

Sergt, Wright, who was for two years at our Depot. 111

marge; and two swimming baths, one for those who have

mastered the art of swimming and the other for the learners.

he Water polo teams should certainly reach that pitch of

eXcellence foreshadowed by G Company’s Correspondent in

town October issue. To the south of the bungalows is the

military hospital, which we are glad to hear is never In

danger Of overcrowding, though there are only two wards ;

“1E1 t0 the west is the detention barracks, where we hope that

atlgue parties will be necessary to keep its spacious yard

leedEd, from lack of other inhabitants. The Sergeants’ mess

'eStO the north and looks comfortable, and the Olficers’ mess

Mlle east about half a mile away, a “weary way ” for both

filcers and Orderly Corporals.
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The parade ground is between the two messes mentioned,

and is, we are constrained to believe, also used as a cricket

ground, though its stony surface reminds us unpleasantly of

that equally stony one at Verdala. The football ground is

between that and the bungalows and is level and well turfed,

though just now very wet. There is a very sporting nine

hole golf links, run by a garrison club, round the Officers’

mess, and there are also two lawn tennis courts and (whisper

it) a croquet lawn.

The canteen and institutes are well provided for in the way

of buildings and fittings, and the Corporals have a large room

with a billiard table, etc In the library there is a well fitted

up stage, and we hope to see the histrionic talent of the

Battalion displayed there at an early date. The town of

Singapore is three miles away and may be reached by ricksha

in about half an hour. There is a rifle range in barracks but

it may not be used at ranges longer than 300 yards. The

range for company courses, etc., is at Alexandra, also about

three miles away. So much for the land we live in.

We understand that the inhabitants are keen about games,

there should be plenty of football and cricket and the polo is

fair. There are numbers of wild pig in the island to try the

Sportsman’s skill, and several couples of snipe have already

been got within two hundred yards of the bungalows. The

only thing we can grumble at is the weather, for it has rained

ever since we arrived. We rise early in this country,

reveille sounds at 5 a.m., and companies parade at 6.15 or

6.30. All active work in the sun is done, if possible, before

8 a.m., though there is no reason why the time should not be

extended if we take care that helmets are kept in the right

place, on our heads.

Though some of us, we believe, left China with regret,

especially those from the North, yet there appears to be no

reason why we should not pass two very pleasant years here,

and the fact that the battalion is at last together again (we

had a Battalion of eight companies on parade for an inspection

by General Inigo-Jones last Saturday) is, in itself, enough to

make us feel contented, even if we were at a very much worse

station. The Sicilia arrived the day after we got here with

the draft of about 250 men, Capt. Wolfe Flanagan, Lieut. and

Mrs. Hewitt,and 2nd Lieuts Bazley-White and Hardy, and we

were very pleased to see that they all looked very fit after

their long voyage.

Judging from our send off we left many friends in China,

both North and South. Colonel Darling, commanding troops

South China, made us a highly complimentary speech, and

Mr. McKelvey has cause to know how much the band was

appreciated in Hong Kong, for he received three pieces of

plate from different sections of the communlty on leavmg.

We congratulate him not only on the performance of the

band which he has been chiefly concerned in bringing to a

very high state of efiiciency, but also on the fact that his

services have been so handsomely recognised by those who,

by so doing, have showed themselves excellentjudges.

2nd Battalion Correspondent.

 

 

DEPOT FOOTBALL.

KENT AMATEUR CUP.

In the presence of a capital “gate” the Depot won the

final of the Third Division of the Kent Amateur Cup on the

Barrack Field on Saturday, by beating Tovil by a score of

three goals (all to the credit of Moore) to one. After the

first few minutes there was little doubt as to the ultimate

result, and there was no question that the superior team won.
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The Depot had, of course, an advantage in being the home

eleven, the peculiarities of the ground being acknowledged,

but they won out and out, and for the first quarter of an hour

the visiting side scarcely had a look in. By this time Moore

had scored the opening goal. The soldiers’ great fault was

bad shooting. Play was more even after this, and Broom-

field equalised, the point being notched from close in, and

giving Bass no chance. The score was still one—all at half-

time. In the second half there was practically only one

team in the field, and that was not Tovil. A splendid piece

of work by Captain Elgood and Moore enabled the second

point to be registered. The former, who had been playing a

healthy, vigorous game throughout, obtained possession and

ran slightly forward for position, passing to Moore at centre.

Moore saw the opportunity and took advantage of it, with

the result that Langley, in the Tovil goal, had no chance.

Some time later Lieut. Phillips was fouled in the penalty area,

and Moore made no mistake with the free kick in spite of

Langley’s commendable effort to save. Nothing of impor-

tance happened after this, and the game finished with the

score as stated :—

Depot ................................... 3 goals

Tovi] ............. ...................... 1 goal

Beyond the above match nothing of importance in the

football line has taken place during the past month. On

Saturday, the 19th, a match was started at V’Vouldham, but

owing to the dense fog had to be discontinued at half-time.

 

DANCE AT MAIDSTONE.

The Warrant Officers, Staff-Sergeants, and Sergeants of

the Depot held a dance in the Gymnasium on Friday, 18th

January. The arrangements made by the Committee were

excellent, and a most enjoyable evening was spent by those

present, who numbered somewhere about 250 Among these

were the C0,, Major Lowe and Mrs. Lowe, Colonel and Mrs.

Dixon, R.A.MC., Captains W. H. Annesley and Elgood,

Lieutenants Phillips, Mackenzie—Renderel. and Trousdell.

The building had been tastefully decorated by Mr. E.

Martin, of Maidstone, and at one end was displayed the

numerous trophies and cups belonging to the Sergeants’

Mess. These attracted much attention from our visitors,

who appeared to admire them muchly.

Several Sergeants of the Ist Battalion from Dover were

present, also representatives ofour local Volunteer Corps and

the Chatham Garrison, eX-Sergeant—Majors Ball and Jackson

and other Pensioners were present, while Pensioner Colour-

Sergeant Wain, whose 77 years of age seem to sit very

lightly on his shoulders, thoroughly enjoyed himself up to the

small hours of the morning.

The music as usual, under the direction of Sergeant-

Drummer Gee, was everything that could be desired, the

dancing being kept up with great Spirit till about 3.30 p. m.

A dense fog prevailed all night, and some of the cab drivers

seeking the Gymnasium nearly landed in the coal yard.

DEPOT NEWS.

FAREWELL SMOKING CONCERT.

Last month in the Sergeants’ Mess the members met to bid

farewell to No.1378 Colour—Sergeant F. A. Neighbour of

the Permanent Staff 3rd Battalion, who has conipleted’his

term of engagement and has been discharged to pension after
21 years’ service Between the usual instrumental and vocal

efforts (which were much appreciated) Sergt.-Maj0r Outten,

l

 

 

in the name of the members ofthe Sergeants’ Mess, presented

Colour-Sergeant Neighbour with a handsome and massiVe

marble timepiece suitably engraved. Our guest, in returninc

thanks, stated that although like many more he had Often

looked forward to earning his pension, now that the time had

come to say good-bye to all he must say that he felt it ver.

much indeed. Anyhow, he hoped to frequently be able to

pay his old comrades a visit. A pleasant evening Was

brought to a close by all joining hands and singing ”Auld

Lang Syne,” afterwards followed by “The King.” .

. DRAFT.

A draft, consisting of 6750 Private J. Smith, 7390 Q

Hyland, 7385 Private W. Dryden, 8065 Boys E. Gallagher,

8218 L. Pringle, 8254 A. Friend, 8255 W. Gorman, 8256 B.

James, 8339 F. W. Mann, 8364 J. Kent, 8439 C. R. Page)

8468 E. H. Rigby, and 13 recruits proceed to joined the Details

Royal West Kent Regiment at Dover on 17th December,

1900

No. 8398 Recruit A. M. Cummock won the silver medal

for being the best of the squad at gymnastics, and N0. 8400

Recruit E. Briselden gained the medal in the Morris Tube

competition.

 

DEPOT NOTES.

No. 435: Lce.-Sergt. H. Kipps has been discharged at

Gosport on completing his first period of service, 10th Dec,

1906.

No. 4423 Corp]. Minall has been discharged on completion

of the first period of service, 3rd Jan., 1907.

The following men have rejoined the colours from the Army

Reserve :—7385 Pte. A. Dryden, 7390 Pte. G. Hyland.

Certificates of Education have been awarded to N.C.O.’S

and men of the Depot as under :—»

Second Classy—N0. 6327 Lce.-Corpl. J. Watts, 3003 Pte.

E. G. Free, and 8009 Pte. S. A. Oades.

Third Class—6301 Lce.-Corpl. W. Moore, 2431 Pte. T-

Allen, 6746 Pte. E. Wright, 8398 A. Cumnock, 8411 J.

Wright, 8405 W. A. Watts, 8431 A. Purkis, 8430 T. Stead-

man, 6418 R, W. Christian, 8415 E. O’Neil, 8440 T. Hicks;

8427 A. Hussey, 8449 F. Fridd, 8451 T. Naylor, 8468 Boys

E. Rigby and 8439 C. R. Page.

Sergt.-Inst. W. Hayworth, Army Gymnastic Staff,.13‘1‘0-

ceeded to Aldershot for a special course of physical training

at the Gymnasium, Queen’s Avenue, on the 8th Jan., 1907-

Transferred to the Army Reserve :—7433 Pte. H. Manning:

7433 Pte. J. May, 7553 Pte. W. Hook, 7431 Pte. J. JOINS”!

7440 Pte. J. Driver, 7439 W. H. Wilson, 7443 Pte. H. Lee,

7441 Pte. R. Ritchie, 7449 Pte. J. Murray, 7453 J Harflett.

No. 2411 Pte. W. Martin has been granted a fourth 61-0

Badge, 16th Nov., 1906.

A THRILLING INCIDENT AFTER THE MAIDSTONE

ASSAULT-AT—ARMS.

The referee of the Maidstone Boxing Tournament, Mr. R'

P. Watson, after being entertained right royally, left the

interior of the barracks and proceeded along the square to

the gates. APPFOaChiDg the sentry box in the darkness Of a

cold, blustering rainy night, he fancied he heard the challenge

“ Who goes there?” Instinctively he called OUt

referee.”

_/ 
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At the same moment, realizing the danger of such an

admission and the fear of being shot, he added “ Friend!”

There was no reply. Mr. Watson advanced cautiously,

approached the sentry box, and discovered nothing and

nobody- He searched the darkness. All was as silent as the

grave- He tried to open the gates, and found they were

locked- Was the soldier hiding and waiting the attack?

Was there to be another Barrack Tragedy? A11 seemed

strange.

Th: stillness of the night—“ Not a drum was heard, not a

funeral note”—oppressed the mind and encouraged it to

wander t0 the dear old environments of Fleet Street, Home,

Sweet Home, and contrition for past sins. Mr. Watson

retraced his steps to the Sergeants’ quarters, “here profuse

apologies were tendered. Among the many reforms, the

sotdier on night sentry has been abolished. He is comfort-

.ab1y quartered in the guardroom, and, when wanted, an

electric bell is the summons for his immediate appearance.—

[From “Apollo’s Magazine,” Jan., 1907, 148, Fleet Street,

EC.)

 

 

3RD BATTALION NEWS.

No. 3119 Sergt. H. Davis, P.S. 3rd Battalion, qualified at

the School of Musketry, Hythe, dated November 30th, 1906.

8017 Boy J. Haynes, P.S., is appointed Drummer, dated

December Ist, 1906.

No. 2847 Sergt. J Merrick has arrived from the Details,

and is posted to the Permanent Staff, December 18th, 1906

[1 Company).

No. 2967 Sergt. W. Payne, having arrived at the Depot

from the Ist Battalion, is posted to the Permanent Staff,

dated 27th December, 1906 (C Company).

 

 

The Editor l‘egs to acknowledge with thanks the receipt

ofthe following contributions to the Queen’s Own Gazelz‘e .—

Leiutenant-Colonel Wilson up to December, 1907; Miss

Clarke up to December, 1907; E. J. Elgood, Esq., up to

Cecember, 1907; Lieutenant-Colonel C. R. Cross 1907,

101. Tweedie, D 5.0., 1907, Sergt. Suffield 1907, Mr. Hannen

90?, Colonel F. F. Johnson 1907, Captain T. T. Burt 1907,

Brlgr.-General E. A. Grove, C.B., 1908, Col. H. D. Armstrong

1907, Captain A. Moore 1906, Major H. Neve 1906, Captain

H» C. W. Beeching 1906, Major M. C. Matthews 1907, Mrs.

Barker 1906, Captain J. Lees 1910, Sergeant-Major Cooke

I906, Mr. A. Reddersen 1907, Colonel Frigout up to Decem-

her, 1906; A. C. Edwards, Esq., up to December, 1906;

Randall Mercer, Esq., up to December, 1906; Mrs. Jameson,

Upto December, 1906; Colonel B. H. Latter 1907, Captain

jPaek-Beresford 1907, Q.M.—Sergeant Furey 1907, Sergeant—

MaJOF C. Guess 1906, Colonel Churchill 1907, Captain

Buckle 1906, Captain E. L. Heygate 1907, Colonel Vander-

mlflefl 1907, Mr. C. Maynard 1907, Captain H. B. Long 1910,

.Captain Beeman 1906, Captain Hall 1906, S. L. Monckton,

ESQ-11907, C1r.-Sergeant Inst. Callaghan 1906, Clr.-Sergt.

‘SKlll1907, E. M. Battersby, Esq., 1906, E. Grey, Esq.,

I907) SBrgeants’ Mess 3rd Vol. Batt. R.W.K. 1906, Sergeant

“Gregor 1907, Colonel Fanshawe 1907, Rev. Canon Grant

.up to 1906, Captain Laurie 1907, Mr. Marsh 1908; Major

‘RUChe 1907, Captain C. D. Barrow 1906, D. R. Pack-

lBel‘eSford, Esq., 1906, Mrs. J. Jackson 1907, Mr. H. Dickens

i19981M1‘. A. E. Ingham 1907, Mr. W. Locks 1907, Pro-

‘vmloflal Battalion, November, 1906, Sergt.-Inst. Burge 1906,

and Major J. G. Smith to 1907.  

A SURVIVOR OF ALIWAL.

There is still living a survivor of the battle of Aliwal in the

person of Mr. John Howton, who is in his eighty—eighth

year. He is one of the very few survivors, too—perhaps

even the last—of the Gwalior Campaign, which took place so

long ago as sixty-three years.

John Howton, who was born at Weston Turville,

Buckinghamshire, on June 11th, 1819, joined the 50th Foot

in December, 1839—nearly 70 years ago. In 1840, in cele-

bration of the marriage of Queen Victoria, he fired a salute

at Chatham, and the following year performed a like service

 
MR. JOHN Howron.

in honour of the birth of King Edward. There is probably

no one living who has done the same—at all events in an

official capacity. In 1841 his regiment was ordered to India,

and while on the way there from Sydney, his ship-l—the

Ferguson—was wrecked on the Horse Shoe Reef, Torres

Straits, but was rescued, without much loss of life, bya small

trading vessel.

On the conclusion of the Afghan question his regiment was

ordered to Gwalior, where he was present at the battle of

Punniar, December 29th, 1843, for which he received the

bronze star. The Gwalior campaign—between the British

and the Mahrattas—is probably unique, beginning and ending

as it did, on the same day. Two battles were fought almost

simultaneously—the first, under the command of Sir Hugh

Gough, close to the small town of Maharajpore, the second,

twelve miles distant, at Punniar, under Major-General John

Gray. The British losses were heavy, but in each case the

battle ended in complete victory. He then went through the

Sutlej Campaign, or first Sikh War,1845-46, and was present

at the battles of Moodkee, Ferozeshah, Aliwal, and Sobraon.

He is entitled to wear, besides the Punniar star and the

Sutlej medal with three clasps, the medal for long service and

good conduct, which he had well earned, having served in

the army with exemplary conduct for 21 years.   
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DEATH OF MAJOR BLACKALL.

We regret to record the death of an esteemed Folkestone

resident, Major Robert Blackall, of 64, Bouverie Road West.

This sad event took place on Monday, 17—12—06, the deceased

gentleman being 72 years of age. He served with distinction

in the 50th (Royal West Kent) Regiment, attaining the rank

of Major. He had been retired for some years, and lived at

one time in Clifton Gardens. He was a prominent member

of the Radnor Club, and was also associated with the Folke-

stone Cricket Club.

The funeral took place on Thursday afternoon, the service

being conducted by the Rev. Canon Gardiner and the Rev_

E. J. Hampson. Among the mourners were Mrs. Blackally

Captain Blackall, Mr. A. C. Edwards, Mr. Edmund Gardner,

two officers and a sergeant of the Royal West Kent Regiment

in uniform, representatives of the Radnor Club, and others.

fittings and a brass cross.

inscription: “ Robert Blackall (Major), late 50th Regiment.

Died 17th December, 1906, aged 72 years.”

Chrysanthemums. Four wreaths were buried with the coffin.

scribed as follows :—

In ever affectionate remembrance, from Edmund Gardiner.

Amy.

With Mrs. Miller Layton’s deep and sincere-felt sympathy.

With Drs. Lewis and Sworder’s sympathy.

With Miss Seymour’s love.

With many memories—Mrs. Lloyd Verney.

With deepest sympathy, from T. C. and M. A. Henry.

With deep sympathy and regret from the Misses Gosling.

With loving sympathy, from Miss Edith Dicker.

With Captain and Lady Irene Tufton’s deepest sympathy.

With loveu-Rev. and Mrs. Edmund]. Hampson.

With affectionate remembrance for dear Major Blackall,

from Mrs. William A. Kennedy Gostling and Miss Ivy

Gostling.

With sincere sympathy, from Colonel Sir Theodore Brinck-

man, Bart., and ollicers of the 3rd Batt., “The Buffs.”

With love—«Rev. Frederick O. T. Hawkes.

With sincere sympathy from Mrs. Eccles, Miss Eccles, and

Miss Alice Eccles.

In remembrance, from Mr. and Mrs. Ernest Mitchell.

With love and deepest sympathy, from Mr. and Mrs. Cor-

bett Edwards.

With my love and sympathy—Mrs. Napier Sturt. 

The body was in a massive unpolished oak coflfin, with brass

The coffin bore the following

The grave was

lined with moss and flowers, including lilies, narcissi, and

The floral tributes, which were very beautiful, were in-

In affectionate remembrance of a good kind master, from

 

As a mark of sympathy and respect from the Officers of

the 50th Regiment.

With sincere regret, from members of the Radnor Club.

From Mr. W. J. Haughton.

With Captain and Mrs. Sepel Glan’s deepest sympathy.

From Miss Miller and Miss Emily Miller.

 

BIRTHS.

At Maidstone, on the 30th December, 1906, the wife Of

No 1953 Col-Sergt. F. Taylor, of a daughter, Edith.

MARRIAGES.

At St. Nicholas Church, Sandhurst, No. 2368 Sergt. H.

Sweatman, P.S. 3rd Battalion, to Miss Emily Small, Decem-

ber 29th, 1906.

At Holy Trinity Church, Maidstone, No. 4981 Corpl. B,

Fish, Depot, to Elizabeth Pryer, December 30th, 1906.

DEATHS.

At Maidstone, on 4th January, 1907, the wife of 3547

COL—Sergt. B. Pond, P.S. 3rd Battalion.

At Dover, on 29th December, 1906, Frederick, son of No.

3,800 Sergt. F. Rogers Ist Batt. (capillary bronchitis).
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