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Forecast of Events 2010

15th May Association Albuhera Service of Remembrance
Regimental Chapel St Paul’s Cathedral London 
Seated 10.50hrs Service 11 .OOhrs

15th May Association AGM and Annual Reunion
Union Jack Club Sandell Street London 
Annual General Meeting 13.OOhrs 
Luncheon 14.OOhrs

8th July Officers Club Luncheon
Venue to be confirmed

10th November 7th Bn Middlesex Officer’s Club Dinner

11th November 

13th November 

14th November

Garden of Remembrance Westminster Abbey 
Service commences 10.50hrs

Mx Ceremony of Remembrance Middlesex Guildhall 
10.30hrs Service 10.50hrs

Remembrance Sunday

14th November 7th Bn Mx Remembrance Service Assemble 10.00hrs 
At Parish Church St Mary & St George Hornsey

Ticket Application Form

MIDDLESEX ANNUAL SERVICE AND ALL RANKS REUNION 
15TH MAY 2010

MIDDLESEX ANNUAL ALBUHERA SERVICE 
ST PAUL’S CATHEDRAL LONDON 
SERVICE COMMENCES 11.OOHRS

PLEASE BE SEATED BY 10.45HRS

I will/will not be attending the Albuhera Service.......... number attending

MIDDLESEX ANNUAL ALL RANKS REUNION AT 
UNION JACK CLUB, SANDELL STREET LONDON SE1 8UJ

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING AT 13.00HRS
Questions in writing for the meeting must reach 

The Association Secretary 14 days prior to the meeting.

ANNUAL LUNCHEON AT 14.00HRS SEATED BY 13.50HRS

MENU

Galantine of Duck and Pistachio Nuts, Marinated Red Cabbage 
and Orange Compote

Roast Noisette of New Season Lamb, Mediterranean Vegetables tossed 
with Balsamic Glaze and Roast New Season Potatoes 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

Pineapple and Cocount Charlotte with Mango Coulis

Cost E 14.00
I require...........tickets @£ 14 per person

I require...........tickets @£ 27 per person Total £........

I enclose a stamped addressed envelope for the return of my ticket/s 
Cheques payable to PWRR Benevolent Fund Mx No 1 A/c

Rank........................... Name....................................

Accommodation is available at the Union Jack Club early application is 
strongly recommended Telephone 020 7928 4814

Please remember that you will only receive subsidised tickets for one 
member and one quest i.e. Wife/partner/carer.



Latest news in connection with the Regimental War Memorial 
following a visit to the church by Colonel R M Cain OBE.DL.

St Paul's Mill Hill Revisited

During a site visit in connection with the relocation of our war memorial 
from Inglis Barracks I was shown around St Paul’s Mill Hill by the vicar and 
the parish archivist. It was the first time I had been inside the church since 
my years at the depot in the early 1950’s.

Since those days, and very recently, the church has been completely 
renovated and restored at a cost of two and a quarter million pounds. The 
original building, consecrated in 1836, was paid for by William Wilberforce, 
living in Mill Hill at that time, but he died before the consecration. It was 
built of bricks, stuccoed and painted white but over the years had been 
extensively damaged after water had penetrated the stucco.

All the damage has been repaired and the building clad in a limestone 
compound so that it looks as if the church was built in limestone. The old 
interior had conventional pews and a screen across the nave. Since the 
1920's nine of the King's Colours of our Service Battalions had hung in the 
church but eventually they had to be taken down and stored in the crypt 
because the silk had deteriorated beyond repair. There were also a number 
of brass wall plates commemorating officers of the 77th and a replica of 
the inscription on our war memorial commemorating the 12694 all ranks 
who died in the 1st World War.

In the restored interior the pews have been replaced by chairs, the screen 
removed to the new Wilberforce Centre in the crypt and the result is an 
impression of light and space. Although our colours have gone there are 
plans, which are subject to diocesan approval, for the central escutcheons 
of the colours showing the battalion number to be mounted and displayed 
on the walls. The brass memorial plaques have all been cleaned and 
replaced.

From the church we went to the cemetery at the rear to look at the 
Middlesex graves. The earliest is of a soldier who died in 1905 shortly after 
the Depot opened and there are also graves dating from 1914 with 
Regimental headstones but most importantly there are the graves of 
Colonel Maurice Browne MC,DL (Colonel of the Regiment 1942-52) and, 
next to it, that of Major A.W. Clarke for many years Secretary of the 
Regimental Association.



During the visit we discussed with the Vicar the relocation of our War 
Memorial and he suggested that the most appropriate place would be on 
the broad grass verge on the other side of the road opposite the West Door 
of the church. This would make clear the connection between the 
memorial and the church and also enable wreath laying to take place after 
the annual Remembrance Day service in St Paul's. We were happy to 
agree with this proposal and an application for planning permission has 
been submitted to Barnet Council.

The Princess of Wales’s Royal Regiment

1st Battalion have returned to Paderborn after months of deployment in 
Iraq and Afghanistan and are now an armoured warrior battalion.

2nd Battalion had continued to have a presence in Afghanistan as the 
battalion were the military’s Theatre Reserve Battalion liable for immediate 
deployment. Now back in Cyprus the battalion will move to Woolwich 
during 2010 to prepare for Ceremonial Duties.

3rd Battalion deployed on Exercise “Tiger Clan” in August for their two 
week annual camp. The exercise was located at Garelochead and the 
battalion worked out of Greenfields Camp for the duration.

1st Battalion PWRR Home Coming Parades 
by Maj RJ Wells HQ Coy

The Battalion had the privilege of representing the regimental family by 
conducting a series of home coming parades in our home counties during 
the period 11-18 July 09; this marked the return from operations in Iraq and 
Afghanistan and marked the closure of operations in Iraq for the battalion, 
an area that has focused heavily in our operational commitments over the 
last 6 years.

The plan ensured that we had a robust recruiting footprint. This included 
having satisfied soldiers in all the associated Army Careers Information 
Offices for the period and recruiters with the recruiting caravan on the 
ground before and during the event. A  coherent advertising and media plan 
was in place, we also used this period to launch and announce the newest 
regimental member M iss Tiger (Rosie Jones) from the Sun. The overall 
press and television coverage was huge, the yellow and blue was

everywhere, it was clear to everyone that the Tigers were marching. 
We also had the privilege of having the Kohima Band from 3PWRR 
dedicated to supporting the parades; this was their summer camp, the 
most demanding they will have for sometime to come.

The intent was to ensure that we fully utilised the time available to ensure 
the maximum number of towns were visited. The programme was full and 
little time available for rehearsals however due to the professionalism of all 
involved every parade was of the highest standard, every parade was 
slightly different and required some fast thinking at the start of the day. The 
standard was set by the people of Worthing, the parade turned the corner 
from the forming up point and the streets were full of supporters. The 
cheers were so loud that the words of command could not be heard.

The Portsmouth parade was centred on the Guildhall square, a location 
that has special place in the memory of many, the support was outstanding 
and we managed to make national news that same lunch time. This was 
day two and the support so far had surpassed all expectations. It was 
always going to be the job of Southampton council to outdo Portsmouth 
and in Southampton we had the privilege of going through the Bargate (an 
historical part of the old city walls) and marching towards what seemed to 
be an un-passable crowd, the supporters were literally next to us cheering 
us on and showing their appreciation. We were also followed by hundreds 
of local school children that had been given the day off. On the conclusion 
of the Southampton parade we swiftly packed up and moved to Romsey 
for a service in the Abbey that afternoon.

The Romsey Abbey was packed to capacity and provided an event for all 
to reflect on our achievements and the sacrifice that had been made during 
the past operations. The Colours were laid on the altar for the service 
making it an extremely special event for all involved. The service was 
followed by a march from the Abbey to the Town Hall, once again the 
amount of supporters was overwhelming and this small town showed its 
support in full. In Guildford we had the privilege of marching up the main 
high street and conducting an open air service as part of the parade. The 
vicar had the entire community involved and it was a moment of true 
solidarity amongst all present, a true British moment. The town of Lewes 
gave us a true challenge in respect to space, tight old fashioned streets 
steeped in tradition, the closeness of the crowds gave all on parade a 
sense of belonging and the hospitality shown in this small town was 
humbling. In Tunbridge Wells, LCpI JG Beharry VC was on parade and took



the eyes right at the war memorial. It was the first day that we had 
encountered some bad weather, however this did not put the public off and 
they were out to show their support in full, once again the response from 
the crowds was amazing. The parade in Canterbury allowed us to get the 
colours from 1, 2 and 3 PWRR on parade, the first time that this has taken 
place in the history of the Regiment. Canterbury has a special place in the 
Regiment, a vast number have served there at some stage and it has 
become a centre point for many that have retired from the Regiment. The 
drum head service allowed all present to reflect on what we had achieved, 
and remember those that have sacrificed their lives whilst serving the 
Colours and say thank you to all those that have played their part in this 
great achievement be it serving, retired, veterans or providing greatly 
needed family support. This part of the week allowed us to show what 
being part of a family regiment feels and looks like.

We also seized the opportunity to raise funds for the Army Benevolent 
Fund, a total £35,314 was collected from all areas that we paraded in. The 
generosity of those that came to support us was outstanding and heart 
warming. The whole period was an event that will be remembered by all 
involved, for many this was the first time that they had marched with the 
Colours flying and in front of thousands of proud and supportive civilians, 
on every occasion each soldier grew by a few inches with pride in the 
knowledge that they were part of an organisation that had the total support 
and respect of the public support. The event was also fully supported by 
the Regiment. Thanks go to RHQ for their invaluable contribution. Also to 
those officers and soldiers not serving with the Battalions that found time 
to show their support and also the senior officers that took the salute at 
various locations.

Out of the Comfort Zone 6PI in Sangin 
by LT Drew Reed 2PWRR

6 Platoon’s second tour of Afghanistan began like the rest of B Company’s 
with our 48hrs Rl state actually being tested -  a call we were glad we had 
prepared well for. Having moved forward to PB Minden under BG(NW) our 
paths then diverged as we were informed that we were to be detached and 
sent to Sangin to work for BG(N).

Our minds were very quickly focused by recollections of the news we’d 
watched not even a week before as we sat in Brize Norton waiting for our

flight events in Sangin had featured heavily. However, it presented us with 
a great opportunity of seeing more of Helman Province and thus 
broadening as well as deepening our experience.

During our time with 2Rifles (who made up the bulk of BG(N), we 
conducted deliberate operations and framework patrolling in Sangin 
District Centre and the surrounding Green Zone before moving by support 
helicopter to FOB Inkerman (known to inhabitants as FOB “In Coming”) 
where we took part in a large op to secure the battlegroup’s re-supply. This 
was followed swiftly by another support helicopter move to FOB Wishtan. 
The cathartic and ubiquitous toilet door graffiti which greeted us read 
“welcome to hell, please mind your step”- a reference to the huge and 
extremely sophisticated IED threat that existed in their area of operations.

The challenges for us as a platoon were indeed varied but they all had one 
central theme, and that was flexibility and the ability to adapt to change -  
be that ground (it got to the point where we were receiving new maps every 
five days), different threats or amending our way of doing things to fit in 
with whatever company we were working for that week.

It must of course, be said that we would have been unable to do any of this 
successfully if it hadn’t been for the excellent support provided by 2Rifles 
at the individual level as much as anything. Special thanks must also be 
passed to Major Ian Moody of B Company 2Rifles for his selflessness in 
re-supplying his platoons, stuck on the ground for 48hrs, with his own 
cigarettes!

Learn and Adapt a Section Commander’s View 
by CpI Warwick 2PWRR

One of the benefits of TRB was that I had the opportunity to command my 
section in two very different environments. Now I am able to look back and 
compare the two experiences.

Our first tour took us to Garmsir where we formed part of the southern 
flank of IASF forces in Helmand. Patrolling as a section commander in this 
environment presented many challenges. In particular the dense crops 
which, when we arrived, were about 8ft tall. This posed a huge ambush 
threat as well as difficulties for command and control. The humidity caused 
by the “closed in” nature of the crops and their irrigation, coupled with the



heat of the Helmand summer meant that JNCOs had a big job in keeping 
an eye on the lads - looking out for the tell tale signs of heat injury.

Our second tour came just under a year later so we got to experience the 
aforementioned heat once again this time with BG(N) in Sangin. Our 
platoon had been detached from the rest of our company and sent to work 
with 2Rifles -  an unusual form of battle casualty replacement in that we 
were a complete platoon. During our time with them we pretty much 
“toured” the battlegroup, working from a variety of FOBs. We were 
hamstrung in that we were unable to spend much time in each location and 
gain a good working knowledge of the ground and as every infantryman 
knows, the ground dictates the battle. Due to the high IED threat, my job 
often focused on maintaining a high level of patrolling skills in order to 
counter a variety of high level threats.

We owe a big thank you to the lads in 2Rifles for the support they gave us 
throughout our attachment to them.

The above articles are published by the kind permission of the Editor 
PWRR Journal

PWRR JOURNAL

A comprehensive record of PW RR’s activities can be obtained by 
becoming a subscriber to the annual issue of the Journal of the Regiment 
which is issued in December. A special concession allows members to 
take advantage of an introductory offer of £5.00 in the first year and £10.00 
per annum thereafter. In addition it also reports on the activities of the 
OCA’s of the former Regiments. You will find it to be money well spent.

To subscribe write to Major A J Martin the Editor, the Journal of The 
Princess of Wales’s Royal Regiment, Howe Barracks, Canterbury, Kent 
CT1 1JY. Enclosing your cheque made payable to PWRR General Fund.

Re-Dedication of Yiewsley War Memorial

On Sunday 4th October 2009 a service to rededicate the memorial was 
held at St Mathew’s Church Yiewsley, where the Memorial is situated, led 
by the Bishop of Willesden the Rt Reverend Peter Broadbent. The service 
was, held in the open air, the large congregation, which included members 
of Hounslow Branch of the Regimental Association, assembled in the 
newly landscaped area for the church service and the ceremony of 
rededication.

The Yiewsley War Memorial was unveiled by Lady Delia Peel, daughter of 
the Earl of Spencer, on 28th May 1921, and dedicated to the memory of 
the men of Yiewsley who had fallen in the Great War 1914-1919.

Following the end of the Second 
World War the names of those local 
men killed in action were placed on 
a framed roll of honour in St 
Matthew's Church, but were not 
able to be added to the war 
memorial itself.

Over the years the condition of the 
stonework on the war memorial 
deteriorated considerably and had 
reached the stage where much of 
the lettering had become illegible.

This restoration has been made 
possible by collaboration between 
the London Borough of Hillingdon, 
Lodge Brothers Funeral Directors, 
West Drayton British Legion and St 
Matthew’s Church. The memorial 
has had a thorough clean, the First 
World War names have been 
re-carved and painted, the Second 

World War names have been added for the first time on bronze plaques, 
and the area around the memorial landscaped.

The Bishop of Willesden standing 
beside the restored Yiewsley War 

Memorial



T h a n k s  g o  to : T he  L o n d o n  B o ro u g h  o f H illin g d o n  p a rt ic u la r ly  th e  
im m e d ia te  p a s t M ayor, C llr B rian C row e, fo r  inc lu d in g  th is  sch e m e  in his 
m ayora l p ro je c t to  res to re  th e  c iv ic  w a r m em oria ls  th ro u g h o u t th e  bo rough ; 
C llrs  P e te r and  E lizabeth  K em p; and C hris  N orm an, B us iness S erv ices 
M anager. L o d ge  B ro the rs  Funeral D irec tors , w h o  k ind ly  p ro v id e d  the ir 
s e rv ices  free  o f cha rge  to  c lean  th e  m em oria l and w o rke d  w ith  th e  C ounc il 
on  th e  rest o f th e  p ro jec t.

F rom  a R eg im en ta l p e rsp e c tive  o f th e  128 nam es on th e  G reat W ar lis t it 
has been p o ss ib le  to  ide n tify  30 w h o  cam e  from  th e  M id d lese x  R eg im en t 
o f w h o m  17 cam e  from  1 /8 th  B a tta lion  w h ich  w a s  one  o f th e  loca l TA 
co m p a n ie s  b ased  in C ow ley, th e  rem a in ing  13 D ie -H a rds  cam e  from  
va riou s  b a tta lio n s  o f th e  R eg im en t. R esearch is still be ing  ca rried  o u t to  
id e n tify  th e  reg im e n ts  o f th e  rem a in ing  m en lis ted , and  som e  o f th e se  m ay 
w e ll be “ D ie -H ards.

REMEMBRANCE

Thursday 5th November 
the Field of Remembrance Westminster Abbey

In a c c o rd a n c e  w ith  th e  long  es ta b lish ed  cu s to m  m em b e rs  o f th e  E xecu tive  
C o m m itte e , co m p ris in g  o f C o lone l R C ain , M a jo r R M orris  and  M a jo r D 
B ra d le y  w e re  in a tte n d a n ce  to g e th e r w ith  o th e r m em b e rs  from  th e  
R eg im en ta l A sso c ia tio n . T h is  yea r th e  se rv ice  w h ich  w as he ld  in th e  
p re se n ce  o f HRH th e  D uke o f E d inbu rgh , M r G Young rep resen ted  the  
R e g im en t b y  s ta n d in g  in fro n t o f th e  R eg im en ta l P lo t and exch a ng e d  a fe w  
w o rd s  w ith  H is R oya l H ighness, w h o  to u re d  th e  va rious  reg im en ta l p lo ts  
w h ich  are p la n ted  w ith  p o p p y  crosses.

T h is  year, as a lw ays, th e re  w a s  a large a tte n d a n ce  o f th e  genera l p u b lic  
and  to u ris ts  w h o , o n ce  th e  s h o rt se rv ice  w as o ve r and th e  D uke o f 
E d inbu rgh  had c o m p le te d  h is in sp e c tio n  o f th e  p lo ts , w ere  g ra n te d  access  
to  th e  F ield  o f R em em brance . T he  m any v is ito rs  then  w a lke d  round  the  
area w h ich  co m m e m o ra te s  th o se  cu rre n t reg im en ts  to g e th e r w ith  the  
m any w h o  have  passed  in to  h is to ry  as a resu lt o f th e  a m a lg a m a tio ns  w h ich  
have  ta ke n  p la ce  s in ce  th e  end  o f th e  S e co n d  W orld  War.

Saturday 7th November 
Middlesex Regiment Ceremony of Remembrance 

at The Middlesex Guildhall Westminster

N ow  th a t th e  re fu rb ish m e n t o f th e  M id d lese x  G u ildha ll has been co m p le te d  
th e  b u ild in g  has been renam ed The S uprem e C o u rt o f Ju s tice , m em b e rs  o f 
th e  R eg im en ta l A sso c ia tio n  w ere  ab le  to  ho ld  th e  R e m em brance  S e rv ice  in 
m a g n ifice n t su rro u n d in gs . O nce  aga in  th e  se rv ice  w a s  c o n d u c te d  b y  ou r 
padre  R everend P a trick  Tuft M A. The p ro ce e d in g s  co m m e n ce d  sh a rp  to  
tim e  a t 10 .55hrs  w ith  an a c t o f rem em brance  be fo re  a fa irly  la rge ga the ring  
from  m em b e rs  o f th e  co u rt and th e  asso c ia tio n . C o lone l Rex C ain  then  
read th e  lesson w h ich  w a s  th e  B ea titu d e s  fro m  S t M a th e w s  G ospe l, 
fo llo w in g  w h ich  th e  co n g re g a tio n  rec ited  th e  M id d lese x  R eg im en t C o llec t. 
Last Post, synch ro n ize d  by  th e  ch im es  o f B ig  Ben, he ra lded  th e  tw o  
m in u te s  s ilence  a fte r th e  sou n d ing  o f R eve ille  w re a th s  w ere  la id  b y  bo th  
th e  C h ie f E xecu tive  o f th e  S up rem e  C o u rt and C o lone l R ex C ain , a fte r 
w h ich  p raye rs  w ere  sa id  and th o se  p resen t na rra ted  th e  PW RR co lle c t.

A fte r th e  se rv ice , th e  co n g re g a tio n  w ere  en te rta ined  to  a fin e  bu ffe t 
p ro v id e d  by  th e  S up rem e  C o u rt w h ich  w a s  m uch  a p p re c ia te d  and  en joyed. 
F o llow ing  th e  repast th o se  w h o  w ere  in te res ted  w ere  g iven  an in fo rm a tive  
to u r  o f th e  bu ild in g  by  M artin  T h o m p so n  from  th e  C o u rt and sh o w n  the  
m arve llous  res to ra tion  w o rk  w h ich  has been ca rried  o u t by  th e  K ie r G roup  
th e  C o n tra c to rs  w h o  ca rried  o u t th e  c o n tra c t.

The  R eg im en ta l A sso c ia tio n  en te rta in e d  m em b e rs  from  th e  C o u rt la te r at 
th e  U n ion  Ja c k  C lub , nam e ly  Lord  Kerr, Jenny  R ow e, M artin  T h o m p so n , 
A lan S loane, and  C h ris tine  Y ounger to  exp ress  and sh o w  th e  A sso c ia tio n s  
g ra titu d e  fo r  all th a t th e y  had d one  on beha lf o f th e  R eg im ent.

Sunday 8th November - Remembrance Sunday

H o u n s lo w  B ranch  pa raded  a t G reen fo rd  in co n ju n c tio n  w ith  th e  Royal 
B ritish  Leg ion  and va rious  loca l yo u th  o rg a n isa tio n s  and m arched  to  th e  
loca l w a r m em oria l. A  large c ro w d  had a lready ga the red  to  a tte n d  the  
se rv ice  w h ich  w a s  led by th e  V ica r fro m  H o ly  C ross C hu rch , o n c e  th e  
m arch ing  c o n tin g e n t a rrived  a t th e  m em oria l, th e  n u m b e rs  a tte n d in g  
p ro b a b ly  e xce e de d  severa l hundred . A fte r th e  se rv ice  w h e re  th e  h ym ns 
w ere  p layed  by  a band  from  th e  S a lva tion  Arm y, and th e  m arch  b a c k  to  
G reen fo rd  R B L head qua rte rs  had been co m p le te d , and th e  p a rade



d ism isse d . T he  m em b e rs  o f H o uns low  B ranch  d e p a rte d  fo r th e  C on co rd  
C lu b  w he re  th e y  had b o o ked  lunch.

Hounslow Branch lunching at the Concord Club on Remembrance Sunday 
Back Row - L to R: A Lindsay, M  Ward, R Batar, P Long, G Stunt,

R Stone, A Richardson 
Seated - G Young, M  Hart, R  Mullen, C  Preston, J  Raby

In a cc o rd a n c e  w ith  a long  es ta b lish ed  c u s to m  o f th e  E nfie ld  B ranch  J im  
Innes m ade  th e  jo u rn e y  to  M ill H ill B a rra cks  to  lay a w rea th  on th e  
R eg im en ta l W ar M em oria l.

H e inz Jo h a nse n  a cco m p a n ie d  b y  his w ife  m ade  th e  jo u rn e y  to  O h lsd o rf 
M ilita ry  C e m e te ry  to  pe rfo rm  his annua l p ilg rim a g e  and lay flo ra l tr ib u te s  in 
th e  reg im en ta l co lo u rs  on  th e  g raves  o f th e  m en o f th e  R eg im en t w h o  are 
b u ried  the re . O u r s in ce re  th a n ks  to  H einz fo r  h is a c tio n  on b e h a lf o f he 
R eg im en t.

Reflections on a Family Connection with the Regiment 
by T Bryant C.M.G.

I have  n o t c o n ta c te d  th e  N e w s le tte r fo r  so m e  years, b u t am  enco ura g e d  to  
d o  so  now , as I c e le b ra te d  th e  50 th  A nn ive rsa ry  o f m y "d e m o b " from  the  
1 s t B a tta lio n  a little  ea rlie r th is  m on th . N o th ing  pe rh a p s  p a rticu la rly  unusua l 
in th a t, b u t th e  s to ry  o f th e  B rya n t fa m ily  in th e  M id d lese x  R eg im en t in th e  
2 0 th  c e n tu ry  m ay in te re s t th e  D iehards am ong  yo u r readersh ip .

In th e  R e g im en t's  heyday, N orth  London  m en ca lled  up fo r se rv ice  w ere  
like ly  to  jo in  th e  M idd lesex , and I rep resen ted  th e  th ird  ge n e ra tio n  runn ing  
o f m y fa m ily  w h o  served  w ith  th e  1st B a tta lion . M y o w n  A rm y  career, 
th o u g h  it in c lu d e d  m o s t o f 1958 on a c tive  se rv ice  in C yp rus , w a s  p re tty  
u neven tfu l. 1958 itse lf w a s  taken  up  m o s tly  w ith  em ergenc ies , and  som e 
n as ty  in te r-co m m u n a l v io le n ce  in Larnaca , b u t w e  then  headed  o ff fo r 
BAOR, and  th e  "cu sh ie r b ille t" o f th e  L ins ingkaserne  in H am eln . I w a s  in 
th e  adva nce  party, and th u s  knew  m y w a y  a round  be fo re  th e  m ain  b o d y  o f 
th e  B a tta lion  a rrived  in early 1959. Th is  he lped  m e in m any w ays  - n o t least 
b eca use  I w as  a lready a m em b e r o f th e  Fore ign O ffice  be fo re  m y na tiona l 
se rv ice , and  I w as ab le  to  s tu d y  G erm an to  a g o o d  level in H am eln. S en io r 
p o s tin g s  at th e  end o f m y career in V ienna, M un ich  and Z urich  te s tify  to  th e  
use fu lness  o f th a t p a rticu la r in itia tive ! I re tired  a fte r 38 yea rs  in th e  
D ip lo m a tic  S e rv ice  in 1995, and  w as aw a rded  th e  C .M .G . th a t year.

B u t th a t is enough  o f m e. M ore  in te res ting  in reg im en ta l te rm s  is th e  fa c t 
th a t b o th  m y pa te rna l g ra n d fa th e r and his firs t son (bo th  ca lled  W illie) 
se rved  - and  d ied  - in th e  1st B a tta lion  in th e  tw o  w o rld  w ars . M y 
g ra n d fa th e r w as a b o u t 30 w hen  W W I s ta rted , and w a s  in th e  A rm y  a lm o s t 
from  th e  s ta rt. He w as p a tche d  up tw ic e  in "B lig h ty " a fte r be ing  w o u n d e d , 
(inc lud ing  a fte r th e  S o m m e  1916 o ffensive), b u t w a s  u n lu cky  enough  to  be 
killed  on 1 Ju ly  1918, ju s t a fe w  m on th s  sh o rt o f th e  A rm is tice . He is bu ried  
in th e  E sque lbecq  C W G C  m ilita ry  cem etery, a b o u t 20 m iles  so u th  o f 
D unk irk , a long  w ith  a fa ir fe w  o th e r D iehards. It is a peace fu l, a lm o s t id y llic  
res ting  p lace , in s ta rk  co n tra s t to  th a t o f h is son, w h o  fo llo w e d  h is fa th e r 
in to  th e  R eg im en t at th e  b e g inn ing  o f W W II. D iehards w ill u n d e rs ta n d  at 
o nce  w h y  I say tha t, w hen  it em erges th a t m y U nc le  B ill w a s  a t H ong K ong  
in 1941, and w as aboard  th e  Japanese  sh ip  L isbon  M aru w hen  it w a s  
to rp e d o e d  by  a US subm arine  in th e  S ou th  C h ina  Sea en rou te  to  Japan. 
W e kn o w  th a t he g o t o u t o f th e  ho ld  and  o ve r th e  s ide , b u t by  then  w a s  
w o u n d e d , and w as  never seen again.

W e N ationa l S e rv ice  rec ru its  in la te r yea rs  sp e n t p le n ty  o f o u r tim e  m oan ing  
a b o u t o u r lot, b u t th e  fa te  o f th o se  tw o  o f m y c lo se  re la tives  used to  rem ind  
m e ho w  lu cky  I w a s  to  have en te red  th e  m ilita ry  scene  th o se  c ruc ia l yea rs  
later, w ith  no m a jo r w a rs  to  w o rry  abou t. Even th e n , th e  1st B a tta lio n  w as 
p a cke d  w ith  regu la rs  w h o  had been th ro u g h  K orea  on ly  a fe w  yea rs  be fo re  
m y tim e ; and  th a t w a s  ce rta in ly  rough  enough . A nd  ye t, th e re  are th e  o ld  
p h o to s  fro m  a b o u t 1915, and 1940, m o s tly  p la to o n -s tro n g  g ro u p s  o f 
D iehards, w ith  th e  o ld  C o ckn e y  sm iles  and o p tim is m  su rro u n d in g  m y tw o  
re la tives. I lo o k  a t m y ow n  o ld  p h o to s , and  th e  sam e  s p ir it  is reco g n isa b le



in th e  1950s. B u t n ow  th e  o ld  R eg im en t itse lf is gone, a long  w ith  N ationa l 
S e rv ice , even if th e  w a rs  have  not. A nd  m y ow n  son s  are ve ry  un like ly  to  
have  to  und erg o  th e  expe rie n ce s  o f in fan trym en  at war. I c o u n t m yse lf as 
ve ry  lu cky  to  have been a D iehard , and  to  have a b so rb e d  th e  p ride  and  the  
tra d it io n s  o f ou r loca l reg im en t, a lb e it in its tw ilig h t years. A nd  o f course , 
no w  a t 71, I a lso  c o u n t m yse lf fo rtu n a te  to  be a live, e spec ia lly  w hen  I v is it 
m y g ra n d fa th e r 's  g rave  in th e  q u ie t o f E sque lbecq  cem etery.

Odd Jottings

G eorge  H ig g in s  (ex S C o m p a n y  1st Bn) ce le b ra te d  h is 80 th  b ir th d a y  on 
S u n d a y  17th Ja n u ary  2010. He inv ited  fe llo w  p e ns ione rs  from  th e  Royal 
H osp ita l C he lsea , severa l M id d lese x  R eg im enta l C o lleagues  and h is fam ily  
to  a s p le n d id  lunch  a t th e  R ubens H ote l, o p p o s ite  B uck in g h a m  P alace 
(s ide en trance !).

George Higgins celebrates his 80th Birthday with family and friends

The o c c a s io n  w a s  s o m e th in g  o f a reun ion  w ith in  h is fa m ily  and m ilita ry  
acq u a in ta n ce s . It w a s  a m o s t h a p py  event.

T ha n k  you , G eorge , fo r  sha ring  y o u r spec ia l b irthday. D Mulquin

R Top ley  has w ritte n  to  say th a t fo llo w in g  s troke s  and th e  loss o f h is r igh t 
leg and th e  rece ip t o f th e  au tum n  n e w s le tte r he is no w  ab le  to  resum e 
c o n ta c t w ith  th e  A sso c ia tio n . He is no w  res id ing  in a res iden tia l hom e 
w h ich  d o e s  no t q u ite  a llo w  h im  h is p rev ious in d e p en d e n ce  b u t s ta te s  th a t 
he is w e ll looked  after. A t 85 p lus  he no w  ta ke s  th in g s  easy, b u t n o tes  th a t 
R oy B ish o p  is s till dash ing  a b o u t a t 90, h o w eve r he w o n d e rs  w h a t has 
h a ppened  to  all th e  o th e r lads.

In th e  au tum n  o f 2009  Enfie ld  b ranch  m ade  th e ir  annua l tr ip  to  S inah 
W arren H ayling  Island w ith  seven teen  in th e  party, th e  sam e n u m b e r as the  
p rev ious  year. T hey en joyed  th e m se lve s  im m ense ly  th e y  have  aga in  
b o o ked  fo r th e  au tum n  o f th is  year.

H einz Johansen  w hen  sp eak ing  to  Ron M orris  rece n tly  m en tio n e d  th a t he 
is s till lo o k in g  fo r  p h o to g ra p h s  fo r th e  p e riod  in G e rm any 1945 to  1950. A ny 
rece ived  by h im  w o u ld  be im m e d ia te ly  co p ie d  and  th e  o rig ina ls  re tu rn e d  to  
th e  sender. H e inz a lso  m en tioned  th a t th e  B a rracks  in R e n d sd o rf has been 
va ca ted  by  th e  G erm an A rm y  and has been so ld  fo r rede ve lo p m en t. He is 
hope fu l th a t his M id d lese x  M useum  w ill be  re loca ted  to  a la rger bu ild in g  
w ith in  th e  o ld  barracks.

Heinz Johansen relaxes in his garden



R oy B ish o p  has no w  passed  91 h is d a u g h te r a rranged  a su ita b le  
c e le b ra tio n . R oy c o n tin u e s  h is g lo b e  tro tt in g  he v is ited  U ppsa la  in S w eden  
to  v is it th e  fa th e r o f H arry B la ckw o o d , w e n t to  N o rm a n d y  and B e lg ium  in 
Ju n e  fo r  th e  libe ra tio n  ce le b ra tio n s . He has been inv ited  to  th e  60 th  
W e dd ing  A nn ive rsa ry  o f h is o ld  co m ra d e  in a rm s Peter B e n so n -C o o p e r (ex 
D C o m p a n y  1st M x) w h o  lives in Lough b o ro ug h .

N o w  th a t A lf & M ary  B u rfo rd  are res iden t in E a s tbou rne  G. B urton, H Dare, 
P Ford  and L H illie r m em b e rs  o f th e  Enfie ld  b ranch  trave lle d  to  E as tbou rne  
to  v is it th e m  and s ta ye d  in a loca l ho te l fo r  a long  w eekend .

Tom  (Taffy) Evans has E -m a iled  from  M an illa  to  say th a t he had a w o n d e rfu l 
94 th  b ir th d a y  w ith  a large cake  and th a t d e sp ite  his age he fee ls  ve ry  f it  and 
ac tive .

New Members

The fo llo w in g  have  rece n tly  jo in e d  th e  A sso c ia tio n .

G A  E llis B C o y  5M X  1 960 ’s
R T W ilso n  1 MX
H W ard
R Young 5 M X H ornsey

Welfare

T he  A ss o c ia tio n  co n tin u e s  to  rece ive  le tte rs  o f th a n ks  fo r  th e  a ss is tance  
w h ic h  has been g iven  to  m em b e rs  and fa m ilie s  du ring  th e  last s ix  m on ths .

Obituaries

Major Kenneth Baxter MC w h o  d ied  on 2 7 th  S e p te m b e r 2009  w a s  bo rn  
in R ad le tt, H e rtfo rd sh ire  in 1922 and  e d u ca te d  a t th e  S ta tio n e rs  C o m pa n y  
S ch o o l in M usw e ll Hill.

A fte r  jo in in g  th e  A rm y  he w a s  co m m iss io n e d  in to  th e  M id d lese x  R eg im en t 
in 1942 and  w a s  se rv ing  in th e  2nd  B a tta lion , pa rt o f th e  3rd  D iv is ion , a t th e  
t im e  o f th e  N o rm a n d y  land in g s  .On 6 th  June  1944 p a rtie s  from  th e  
b a tta lio n , in c lu d in g  Ken Baxter, w ere  ashore  on S w o rd  B each  w ith in  tw e n ty  
m in u te s  o f H -h o u r engaged  in tra ffic  co n tro l du ties . He s tayed  w ith  th e  2nd

Major Kenneth Baxter MC

B a tta lion  th ro u g h o u t th e  fig h tin g  a round  
C aen , th e  a d v a n c e  to  th e  M aas , th e  
c ross ing  o f th e  R hine and  th e  advance  
b e yo n d  th e  E lbe. He w a s  a w a rd e d  an 
im m ed ia te  M ilita ry  C ross fo r  an a c tio n  on 
N ew  Year's  Day 1945 a t W anson near the  
R ive r M aas w h e re  he d is p la y e d  "g re a t 
coo ln e ss , g a lla n try  and le ade rsh ip ".

A fte r th e  w a r Ken jo in e d  th e  V es tey-G roup  
and  fo r tw e n ty  years w a s  based  in Brazil 
w he re  he is rem em bered  as th e  P res iden t o f 
th e  S an tos  A th le tic  C lub . Later, on h is return  
to  th e  U K , he w a s  in v o lv e d  in th e  
red e ve lo p m en t o f th e  L ive rp o o l D ocks. He 
never los t his in te res t in th e  A rm y  and 
be fo re  he w as seve re ly  d isa b le d  in a ca r 
a cc id e n t he co m m a n d e d  th e  A rm y  C ade t 
Force in C he lm sfo rd  and w a s  P res iden t o f 
th e  L e ig h -o n -S e a  b ra n c h  o f  th e  R oya l 
B ritish  Leg ion.

K e n 's  firs t w ife  Terry d ie d  in 1976 and in 1981 he m arried  G ill w h o  su rv ives  
h im  w ith  th e  th ree  ch ild ren  o f h is firs t m arriage, th re e  s te p ch ild re n , ten 
g rand  ch ild ren  and one g rea t g rand  ch ild . H is fa m ily  w ill a lw ays  rem e m be r 
his d ry  sense  o f hu m o u r and his love  o f jazz  m usic.

R M C

C Clifford w h o  served  w ith  th e  R eg im en t 1 958-1964  d ied  on 24 th  
S e p te m b e r 2009. No fu rth e r in fo rm a tio n  is ava ilab le .

Mrs Veronica Dodkins th e  w id o w  o f RSM  Ray D od k in s  passed  a w a y  on 
th e  13 th  o f S e p te m b e r 2009 a t her hom e in A lde rbu ry . H er funera l w a s  
held on th e  24 th  o f S e p te m b e r 2009  at S a lisb u ry  C re m a to rium .

Mrs Joan Drake w ife  o f B rian D rake d ie d  on 9 th  F ebrua ry  2010  in G eorge  
Town O n ta rio  C anada  a fte r a long  illness. B rian se rved  w ith  th e  1st 
B a tta lion  in A u s tr ia  and C yp rus  and w a s  la te r reca lled  fo r  th e  S uez c ris is  
w hen  he se rved  w ith  th e  Royal W est K e n t’s.



Lt S H Fothergill. S tan ley  jo in e d  1M X in H ong Kong in M ay 1950 to g e th e r 
w ith  2/LTs Law rence  and W o llo co m be ; he served  in A  C oy in Korea under 
M a jo r D ick ie  D ow se. H aving re tu rned  to  H ong K ong he b o u g h t a m o to r­
cyc le  w h ich  w a s  h is un d o ing , fo r on a v is it to  th e  MT, he w e n t round  the  
shed  on th e  w ro ng  s id e  o f th e  road, c o llid e d  w ith  a 15 c w t and sm ash e d  his 
leg badly. It w o u ld n ’t  heal in th e  H ong K ong c lim a te  so  he w a s  casevaced  
to  M ilb a n k  and even tu a lly  g iven  a m ed ica l d ischarge .

He g o t a jo b  as a c le rk  w ith  Iraq P e tro leum , m oved  in to  pe rsonne l 
m an a g e m en t and w a s  pa rt o f th e  R ank O rgan isa tion  team  th a t se t up  the  
A v iem ore  sk i resort. He e ve n tua lly  e m ig ra te d  w ith  h is fa m ily  to  C anada, his 
firs t jo b  be ing  w ith  th e  C anad ian  M in is try  o f A g ricu ltu re ! He la te r be ca m e  a 
ve ry  su cce ss fu l la b o u r re la tions n e g o tia to r w ith  his o w n  consu ltancy .

S tan ley  w a s  a h a p p y -g o -lu c k y  e x tro ve rt w ith  an eye fo r  th e  lad ies and a 
p e n ch a n t fo r  g e ttin g  in to  h o t w ater. He w a s  a na tura l sp o rtsm a n  and 
rep resen ted  R M A S  and 1 M X in rugby, c r ic k e t and fie ld  even ts. In C anada 
he to o k  up sk iing  and had som e  sp e c ta c u la r fa lls . He d ied  o f ca n ce r on 6 th  
A u g u s t last.

C L

T Garret w e  have  been in fo rm e d  o f his dea th  b u t no d e ta ils  are ava ilab le . 
He d id  h is N a tiona l se rv ice  w ith  R oyal Fusilie rs  and se rved  in th e  Canal 
Z on e  and  Korea. O n d isch a rg e  p o s te d  to  8 th  Bn & 5 th  Bn M id d lese x  (TA).

Major Gordon Kent d ied  on 18 th  S e p te m b e r 2009  aged 89. L ittle  is know n 
o f h is se rv ice , p a rticu la r ly  th e  ea rly  years. He w a s  e d u ca te d  a t Lanc ing  
C o lle g e  w o rke d  in an insu ra n ce  o ffice  and jo in e d  P rincess L o u ise ’s 
K e n s in g to n  R e g im en t on 2 9 th  A u g u s t 1939. He w as w ith  th e  BEF in F rance 
co m m a n d in g  a L ew is  gun p la to on , fo u g h t a c ro ss  F rance and a long  the  
S o m m e  to  St. Valery fro m  w h e n ce  he w a s  e vacua ted  to  C he rbou rg , w here  
fu rth e r f ig h tin g  to o k  p lace . M anag ing  to  p e rsuade  a D u tch  ba rge  o w n e r to  
e m b a rk  h is sm all fo rc e  he e nded  up in B o u rn em o u th . He w a s  m en tio n e d  
in d e s p a tc h e s  in th e  Lo n do n  G aze tte  o f 2 0 th  D ecem ber 1940. He w as 
p o s te d  to  D over w he re  h is p la to on  w as ins tru m e n ta l in sh o o tin g  d o w n  a 
D ornier. He then  a p p lie d  to  jo in  th e  KAR in East A fr ica  fo u g h t aga in s t th e  
Ita lians and  w a s  in P a lestine  a t th e  tim e  o f th e  a tta c k  on th e  K ing  D avid 
H o te l. He w a s  b rie fly  in H ong  K ong  and then  sp e n t a n o th e r 3 yea rs  in 
M a laya  w he re  he ea rned  a n o th e r M ID. He w a s  w ith  1M x in A us tria , m oved  
w ith  th e  b a tta lio n  to  C yp ru s  and  w a s  p o s te d  to  G H Q  Press O ffice  in

N icos ia . He retired from  th e  a rm y in A pril 1960 and w o rked  in p u b lic  
re la tions fo r  a nu m b e r o f cha rities . H is funera l w a s  held on 3 0 th  S e p te m b e r 
a t S t Ja m e s ’s C hurch , A b in g e r C o m m o n , D ork ing.

C L

T Mankelow served  w ith  th e  R eg im en t in Korea. No d e ta ils  are ava ilab le .

Major Christopher Hubert Mieville M.C. (17th N o ve m b e r 1922 - 22nd  
Ja n u ary  2010). W hen C hris  M iev ille  trans fe rred  to  th e  M id d lese x  R eg im en t, 
his fa th e r 's  o ld  R eg im ent, a fte r W W II, w e  ga ined  an e n thu s ia s tic , h igh ly  
c o m p e tit iv e  o ffice r o f p roven cou ra g e  and  no tab le  e xp e rie n ce  o f in fan try  
fig h tin g  in th ree  se p a ra te  th e a tre s  o f ope ra tio n s . H is c o m p e tit iv e  and 
in d e p e n d e n t sp ir it w as no t a lw ays a p p re c ia te d  by  h is supe rio rs , w h o  m ay 
have had d iff ic u lty  in a c ce p tin g  th e  w is d o m  and  exp e rie n ce  o f an officer, 
w ho  d id  n o t a tte nd  a S ta ff C o llege  and had little  a m b itio n  o u ts id e  
reg im en ta l duty.

He jo in e d  th e  A rm y  as soon  as he w a s  o ld  enough  and w a s  se le c te d  fo r 
o ffic e r tra in in g . From  th e  O CTU, w as p o s ted  to  th e  R ifle B rig a d e  ju s t in 
tim e  to  ta ke  pa rt in th e  a llied  a m p h ib io u s  land ing , in N orth  A fr ica  in 
N o ve m b e r 1942. F o llow ing  th e  N orth  A frica n  C am pa ign , he to o k  pa rt in th e  
land ing  a t S a le rno  in O c to b e r 1943. A fte r a pe riod  o f w in te r  s ta le m a te  and  
a c tive  pa tro llin g  in Italy, d u ring  w h ich  he w a s  aw a rded  th e  M ilita ry  C ross, 
he re tu rned  to  Eng land  w ith  his b a tta lion  to  p repare  fo r  th e  N o rm a n d y  
land ings. On D+2, c o m p le tin g  his ha t tr ic k  o f m a jo r a m p h ib io u s  land ings, 
he w e n t ashore  as co m m a n d e r o f a Bren gun ca rrie r p la to on . La te r in the  
ca m p a ig n , he w as  w o u n d e d  and e vacua ted  to  Eng land . He m ade  a g o o d  
recovery, and in D e cem ber 1944 he m arried  D aphne Ashley, w h o m  he had 
m et d u rin g  teenage  se rv ice  in th e  H om e G uard , be fo re  re jo in ing  h is un it fo r 
th e  fina l s tages  o f th e  War.

I f irs t cam e  under h is co m m a n d  in A u s tr ia  in 1955 w hen  he w a s  OC 
S u p p o rt C o m pa n y  1MX. He be lieved  in c u ltiva tin g  in d e p e n d e n t in itia tive  
and , w hen  asked  w h a t he e xp e c te d  to  see w h ile  v is itin g  o n e 's  p la to on  
d u rin g  tra in in g , w o u ld  reply, s im p ly , " Im p ress  m e". The  se co n d  tim e  w a s  in 
BAO R  in th e  early  s ix ties , w hen  he w as  O C "A" C o m p a n y  1 MX. He had a 
rare u n d e rs ta n d in g  o f th e  a rm ou red  in fa n try  ro le  fo r w h ich  w e  w e re  tra in in g  
and h is en thu s ia sm  and c o m p e tit iv e  sp ir it w e re  soon  shared  by all ranks. 
He d is like d  le n g th y  B a tta lio n  "O " g ro u p s  and  a lm o s t neve r a sked  
q u e s tion s , c o n fid e n t th a t o the rs  w o u ld  c le a r up any a m b ig u itie s , b u t m ore  
im p o rta n tly  so  as no t to  co n s tra in  his ow n  in itia tive . D uring a va ried  career,



he to o k  eve ry  o p p o rtu n ity  to  try  so m e th in g  cha lleng ing . A s  a S ta ff o ffice r 
in M a laya  he co n trive d  to  jo in  ju n g le  p a tro ls  w ith  th e  G hurkhas. O n a 
c o u rse  in F rance he c lim b e d  so m e  o f th e  h ighes t peaks in th e  A lps. W ith  
th e  H igh  C o m m iss io n  in P ak is tan  he lea rn t to  sail. W ith  8M X  (TA) he 
pa rach u te d , and a t HQ A FC E N T lea rned  to  fly. He p a rticu la rly  en joyed  his 
to u r  as A d ju ta n t o f th e  H ong K ong  R eg im en t and  his tim e  at th e  A rm y 
O u tw a rd  B o u n d  T ra in ing S ch o o l in W ales.

C hris  re tired  fro m  th e  A rm y  in 1974 and  jo in e d  th e  M O D  D efence  
In te llig e nce  S ta ff. He becam e, a m o n g s t m uch  else, a ve ry  w e lco m e  
c o rre s p o n d e n t w ith  d e fen ce  a tta ch é  s ta ffs  th ro u g h o u t Eastern  Europe. 
W ork ing  in Lo n do n  and  se ttle d  in S unn ingda le , C hris  w a s  ab le  to  spend  
m ore  tim e  w ith  D aphne  w h o  w a s  a lw ays  a m a jo r fo rc e  in his life. He 
co n s id e re d  he r to  be  th e  b ra ins  o f th e  fa m ily  and w a s  ve ry  o pen  to  her 
a d v ice  and in fluence . It w a s  D aphne w ho , lead h im  to  w o rk  fo r SSAFA, a 
na tura l co m p le m e n t to  he r o w n  w o rk  fo r  th e  B ritish  Leg ion. A fte r a heart 
bypass  o p e ra tio n  in 1986, C hris  m ade  a g o o d  recovery, b u t re tired  soon  
a fte rw a rd s . Sadly, D aphne  then  be ca m e  ill and C hris  ca red  fo r her d u ring  
a long  p e rio d  o f p o o r hea lth . D a p h n e 's  d e a th  in 1999 a fte r m ore  than  fifty  
years o f m arriage  w as a sh a tte rin g  b low . S o m e tim e  la te r he m oved  to  
G illingham  in D orset, w here  he co u ld  be  looked  a fte r by  h is fa m ily  and  a 
bevy o f o th e r su p p o rte rs . W ith  th e ir  he lp, and  d e sp ite  inc reas ing ly  p oo r 
hea lth , he w a s  ab le  to  live an in d e p en d e n t life  in his o w n  house  un til early 
th is  year. On 2 2 n d  Ja n u ary  2010  a fte r a ve ry  sh o rt s tay  in a resp ite  hom e 
he d ied  p e a ce fu lly  a t h om e  su rro u n d ed  b y  his fam ily.

He leaves tw o  sons, A m edee  and C hris topher, each  no w  re tired  fro m  th e  
s u cce sso rs  to  th e  tw o  reg im e n ts  he served , h is d a u g h te rs -in - la w  Jane  and 
N icky, tw o  g ra n d so n s  and one  g randdaugh te r, an R A M C  m ed ica l o ffice r 
cu rre n tly  se rv ing  in A fg h a n is ta n .

H is fune ra l w a s  a tte n d e d  by  th e  fo llo w in g  m em b e rs  o f th e  o ff ic e rs ’ c lu b  
M a jo r & M rs  G. C rum ley, L t C ol. & M rs  M. D eakin , M a jo r & M rs B. F inch, 
M a jo r & M rs  C. Law rence , M a jo r &  M rs T. M cM anus, M a jo r R. B a rtle tt and 
C o l. M . H ayw ard .

T M cM

Reg Mepham w h o  w a s  a CpI in th e  R eg im en t d ied  to w a rd s  th e  end o f
2009. T h is  is a ll th e  in fo rm a tio n  w e  have.

E R Millard W e have been in fo rm ed  th a t he d ied  in O c to b e r 2009. We 
kn o w  no th ing  m ore.

Ray Mount A ged  78 w h o  served  w ith  th e  S n ip e r S e c tio n  o f th e  1st 
B a tta lion  in K orea d ied  peace fu lly  in his s leep  on 30 th  O c to b e r 2009. On 
co m p le tin g  his N ationa l S erv ice  he w o rked  fo r m any yea rs  as a tra in  d rive r 
fo r B ritish  Rail. He leaves beh ind  his w ife  A lm a  and th e ir  fo u r ch ild ren .

D O'Brien d ie d  on th e  7 th  o f M ay  2009. T ha t is all th e  in fo rm a tio n  w e  
cu rre n tly  have. W e have on record  th a t he se rved  w ith  th e  2nd  B a tta lion  
d u rin g  W orld  W ar Two.

D A Short passed a w ay on 10th N o ve m b e r 2009 a fte r a sh o rt spe ll in St. 
M a ry ’s H osp ita l N e w p o rt Isle o f W igh t. D avid  en lis te d  in to  th e  R eg im en t at 
K entish  Town in January  1953 and served  in A u s tr ia  and  C yp rus  m a in ly  in 
th e  m orta r p la to on  e xce p t fo r  a sh o rt p e riod  w ith  th e  R eg im en ta l Po lice . 
D ischa rged  in Ja n u ary  1959 a t Exeter he re tu rned  to  Is ling ton . F our years 
ago  he re loca ted  w ith  his w ife  to  F reshw ate r on th e  Isle o f W igh t. A  p roud  
m em b e r o f th e  R eg im en t he a tte nd e d  reun ions un til q u ite  rece n tly  be fo re  
su ffe ring  ill hea lth . H is funera l w a s  held a t N e w p o rt C re m a to rium  th e  
R eg im en t w a s  rep resen ted  by  Jo h n n y  Eyson w h o  ca n ce lle d  h is ho lid a y  to  
a ttend . A  tru e  friend .

Ray Walder d ied  recently. He served  w ith  th e  R eg im en t in K orea  and  w as 
a m em b e r o f th e  Korean C lub . We have no th ing  further.

J S Waterman d ied  on 13th S e p te m b e r 2009, he se rved  w ith  th e  7th 
B a tta lion  fro m  2 7 th  A pril 1939 un til 15 th  Jun e  1946. Joh n  ca m e  from  
Enfie ld  and his w ife ’s fa th e r served  w ith  th e  R eg im en t in th e  F irs t W orld  
War. No o th e r in fo rm a tio n  is ava ilab le .

Fromelles - A Final Resting Place

The b o d ie s  o f m ore  than  165 ,000  C o m m o n w e a lth  so ld ie rs  k illed  on th e  
W este rn  F ron t d u ring  th e  F irs t W orld  W ar are s till m iss ing . In th e  years  
s in ce  th e  w a r ended , a s te a d y  s tream  o f rem a ins have been fo u n d  as 
ag ricu ltu ra l land is p lo u g he d  o r c lea red  fo r  d e v e lo p m e n t b u t never has 
the re  been a d isco ve ry  on th e  sca le  o f F rom elles.



The w o rk  a t F rom elles is no w  ce n tre d  on c o n s tru c tio n  o f th e  new  cem etery, 
th e  firs t to  be  bu ilt by  th e  C o m m o n w e a lth  W ar G raves C o m m iss io n  in 
50  years. The  exca va tion  itse lf f in ish e d  in S ep tem ber, th e  buria l p its  have 
been fille d  in, th e  area p lo u g he d  and  sow n . Tw o hundred  and f if ty  se ts  o f 
rem a ins w ere  recovered .

The rem a ins and a sso c ia ted  a rte fa c ts  are be ing  exam ined  and ca ta lo gu e d  
w h ile  a t LG C F orens ics  in Eng land , w here  sc ie n tis ts  are w o rk in g  to  e x tra c t 
D N A sa m p le s  fro m  th e  rem ains. 163 fa m ilie s  c o n ta c te d  th e  S erv ice  
P ersonne l and  V e te rans A g e n cy  to  reg is te r th e m se lve s  as po ten tia l 
d e sce n d a n ts  o f th e  fa llen  so ld ie rs . T he  p ro je c t has now  begun  sen d in g  o u t 
D N A sw a b  k its  to  fa m ilie s  reg is te red , w h o se  re la tives  m ay be a m o n g s t he 
so ld ie rs  w h o  fe ll a t th e  B a ttle  o f F rom elles  in Ju ly  1916.

The rebu ria ls  w ill beg in  in Februa ry  w ith  each  o f th e  bo d ie s  bu ried  in 
ind iv id u a l g raves. T he  ce m e te ry  is to  be nam ed F rom elles (P heasant 
W ood) M ilita ry  cem ete ry , w ith  th e  hea ds to n e s  e rec ted  in th e  sp ring  and a 
spec ia l d e d ic a tio n  se rv ice  to  ta ke  p lace  on 19th Ju ly  2 0 1 0 - th e  ann ive rsa ry  
o f th e  B a ttle .

The  a b o ve  a rtic le  is p rin te d  by  th e  k ind  pe rm iss io n  o f th e  E d ito r o f Veterans 
W orld .

Save Hill 60

M e m b e rs  are req u e s te d  to  s ign  a p e titio n  to  save  th e  v ie w  from  Hill 60  th is  
is a s ite  in Ypres (Leper) w h ich  has th e  rem a ins o f 2 000  so ld ie rs  benea th  it. 
P lann ing  p e rm iss io n  has been g iven  fo r  a house  to  be bu ilt on  it.

Three  V ic to ria  C rosses  w ere  ea rned  w h ils t ta k in g  and ho ld in g  th e  hill, it is 
a ce m e te ry  w ith o u t heads tones . T h is  house  w ill have in its  fo u n d a tio n s  the  
ve ry  rem a ins  o f th e  so ld ie rs  w h o  a tte m p te d  to  ta ke  and ho ld  th e  hill.

F rom  Hill 60  one  can see th e  h is to ric  sp ires  o f Ypres (Leper) and th e  w o rld  
fa m o u s  C lo th  Hall. O nce  th is  house  is b u ilt th e  v ie w  w ill be  lo s t fo r  ever.

To s ign  th e  p e tit io n  go  to  www.savehill60.org

ALLIED MILITARY GOVERNMENT 
IN OCCUPIED AREAS

PROCLAMATION TO THE GERMAN PEOPLE

I, G e n e ra l D w ig h t D. E ise n h o w e r, S u p re m e  C o m m a n d e r, A llie d  
E xped itiona ry  fo rce , do he reby p roc la im  as fo llow s:

T he  A llie d  fo rc e s  s e rv in g  u n d e r m y 
com m and  have now  en te red  G erm any. 
W e com e as conque ro rs , bu t no t as 
o p p re sso rs . In th e  a re a  o f G e rm a n y  
o c c u p ie d  by th e  fo rc e s  u n d e r m y 
com m and , w e  sha ll ob lite ra te  N azism  
and G erm an m ilita rism , o ve rth ro w  Nazi 
rule, d isso lve  the  Nazi Party, and abo lish  
the  crue l, opp ress ive , and d isc rim in a to ry  
law s and ins titu tions  w h ich  the  P arty  has 
crea ted . W e shall e rad ica te  th a t G erm an 
m ilita rism  w h ich  has so o ften  d is rup ted  
the  peace  of the  w orld . M ilita ry  and party  
le a d e rs , th e  G e s ta p o , an d  o th e rs  
suspec ted  o f c rim es and a troc itie s  w ill be 
tried , and, if guilty, pun ished  as they  
deserve .

S u p re m e  le g is la tiv e , ju d ic ia l, and  
execu tive  au tho rity  and pow ers  w ith in  the  
occup ied  te rr ito ry  are  ves ted  in m e as 
S u p re m e  C o m m a n d e r an d  M ilita ry  
G overnor, and the  M ilita ry  G o ve rn m e n t is 

U.S. flag being hoisted in a es ta b lish ed  to  e xe rc ise  th e se  p ow ers  
small village on the under m y d irec tion . A ll pe rsons  in the
Luxembourg border occup ied  te rr ito ry  w ill obe y  im m ed ia te ly

and w ith o u t ques tion  all e n a c tm e n ts  and 
o rde rs  o f the  M ilita ry  G overnm ent. M ilita ry  G o ve rn m e n t cou rts  w ill be 
e s tab lished  fo r the  pun ishm en t o f o ffenders . R es is tance  to  the  A llied  
F orces w ill be ru th less ly  s tam ped  out. O the r se rious  o ffences  w ill be  dea lt 
w ith  severe ly.

http://www.savehill60.org


The Middlesex Regiment posts Eisenhower’s proclamation to the German 
people at the end of the war in Europe. But who is the postman.

All G erm an  co u rts  and e duca tiona l ins titu tions  w ith in  th e  occup ied  te rr ito ry  
a re  su spended . T he  Volksgerichtshof, th e  Sondergerichte (the so -ca lled  
"P e o p le 's  C o u rts "  and  "S p e c ia l C o u rts ") a re  d e p riv e d  o f a u th o r ity  
th ro u g h o u t the  o ccup ied  te rrito ry . R eopen ing  of the  c rim ina l and civ il cou rts  
and educa tiona l ins titu tions  w ill be au tho rised  w hen  co nd itions  perm it.

A ll o ffic ia ls  a re  cha rged  w ith  the  du ty  o f rem a in ing  at th e ir posts  until fu rth e r 
o rde rs , and obey ing  and en fo rc ing  all o rde rs  o r d irec tio n s  o f M ilita ry  
G o ve rn m e n t o r th e  A llie d  au tho ritie s . T h is  a p p lie s  a lso  to  o ffic ia ls , 
em p lo ye e s  and w o rke r's  o f all pub lic  undertak ings  and u tilities  and to  all 
o th e r pe rsons  e n g aged  in essen tia l w ork.

A REMINDER 
Big Lottery Fund Offers WW2 Veterans the Chance 

to Salute fallen Comrades

The b ig  lo tte ry  fund  (BIG) has p le d g ed  to  fu n d  ve te rans, spouses , w id o w s  
an d  c a re rs  re s id e n t in th e  U K  and  R e p u b lic  o f Ire la n d  to  m ake  
C o m m e m o ra tive  tr ip s  to  m ark  ann ive rsa ries  th ro u g h o u t 2010.

To fin d  o u t m ore  a b o u t th e  p rog ram m e ca ll th e  H eroes R etu rn  2 H e lp line  
0845  00 00 121

VETERANS TO GET MORE FROM NEW-LOOK WEBSITE

The S erv ice  P ersonne l and V eterans A g e n cy  (SPVA) has launched  its  new - 
lo o k  veterans-uk.info w eb s ite . The  im p ro ve d  s ite  is th e  M in is try  o f 
D e fe n ce 's  fo ca l p o in t fo r a ccess ing  th e  spec ia l he lp  and  s u p p o rt p rov id e d  
to  ve te ra n s  and th e ir  fam ilies . In fo rm a tion  can  be  fo u n d  on G o ve rn m e n t 
co m p e n sa tio n  fo r th o se  in ju red  o r bereaved th ro u g h  S erv ice , spec ia l 
w e lfa re  su p p o rt, a d e d ica te d  he lp line  and m uch  m ore. N ew  fea tu re s  
in c lu d e  an on line  a d v ice  se c tio n , ta k in g  p e o p le  th ro u g h  in te ra c tive  
q u e s tio n s  to  id e n tify  so u rce s  o f he lp  on issues such  as hous ing , m oney 
m a tte rs  and  ca ring  respons ib ilitie s . A n o th e r new  se c tio n  is a lso  d e d ic a te d  
to  th e  A rm ed  Forces M e m o ria l, co m m e m o ra tin g  th o se  k illed  by  S e rv ice  in 
th e  A rm ed  Forces s ince  1948.

R ecogn is ing  th e  S e rv ice  ve te rans  have g iven  is an im p o rta n t a sp e c t o f th e  
s ite , w ith  in fo rm a tio n  on m eda ls , th e  HM  A rm ed  Forces ve te ra n s  b a d ge  
and  o th e r o ffic ia l e m b le m s. O n th e  so c ia l s ide , th e  ne w  V e te rans 
C o m m u n ity  se c tio n  inc lu d e s  d is c o u n ts  and spec ia l o ffe rs  fo r  ve te rans , 
a d v ice  on tra c in g  co m ra d e s  and a 'se lf se rv ice ' e ven ts  ca le n d a r w h e re  
o rgan ise rs  can  p ro m o te  th e ir  ve te rans  re la ted events.

G erry M ulrooney, D e p u ty  H ead o f V e te rans S e rv ices fo r  SPVA sa id :

"Providing help and support for veterans and their families has never been 
more important and we are delighted to have now launched the improved 
veterans-uk.info website. The site has been fully redesigned to make it 
easier for people to use and, most importantly, easier for them to find 
information on the special support available to the veterans community."



G raham  N olan, A d m in is tra to r o f th e  A rm ed  Forces M em oria l T rust sa id :

"We are very pleased to have worked In partnership with the SPVA to 
develop the new Armed Forces Memorial web pages on the 
veterans-uk.info site. The memorial is a very special place for the families 
of those killed in Service and we hope our new web presence will improve 
awareness of both the memorial and the wider help and advice services 
available to those left behind."

Im proved  fea tu re s  inc lude :

Armed Forces Memorial Web Pages

W e are d e lig h te d  th a t th e  N a tiona l M em oria l A rb o re tu m  has d e c id e d  to  
h o s t its  A rm e d  Forces M em oria l w e b  pages  on th e  ve te ra n s -u k .in fo  site . 
In fo rm a tio n  ca n  be fo u n d  on  th e  m e m o ria l itse lf, its  h is to ry  and 
d e v e lo p m e n t and  a d v ice  fo r  th o se  w ish in g  to  v is it th e  m em oria l in person . 
A  'R o ll o f H o n o u r' fa c ility  a llo w s  users  to  search  th e  m em oria l fo r  a nam ed 
ind iv id u a l and p rin t a h igh q u a lity  p e rsona lised  scro ll.

Home Page and Menu Pages

A  new  hom e page  g u id e s  th e  use r th ro u g h  a series  o f m a jo r to p ic  areas. 
B eh ind  each , an illu s tra te d  s u b -m e n u  ta ke s  th e m  d ire c t to  th e  sou rce  o f 
th e  in fo rm a tio n  th e y  req u ire . E very p a g e  p ro m in e n tly  d is p la y s  th e  
V e te ran s -U K  na tiona l he lp line  n u m b e r sh o u ld  a ve te ran  w ish  to  speak  to  a 
real p e rson  fo r  adv ice .

Interactive Online Advice Services

W ork in g  in p a rtn e rsh ip  w ith  e x -S e rv ice  cha ritie s , V e te rans-U K  n o w  o ffe rs  
tw o  in te ra c tive  a d v ice  se rv ices  - th e  V e te rans K n o w le d g e  M ap  and 
S ta rtH e re . B o th  take  users th ro u g h  a series  o f q u e s tio n s  to  id e n tify  th e ir  
p ro b le m /is s u e  be fo re  d ire c tin g  th e m  to  sp e c ia lis t o rg a n isa tio n s  th a t can 
p ro v id e  p ra c tica l he lp  and adv ice . The  V ete rans K n o w le d g e  M ap  p rov ides  
m ore  loca l c o n ta c t p o in ts  on th ree  to p ic s  -m o n e y  m a tte rs , w e lfa re  and 
hous ing , w h ils t S ta rtH e re  p ro v id e s  reg iona l c o n ta c ts  on a m uch  w id e r 
va rie ty  o f issues. B o th  are en tire ly  free  to  use.

Book Reviews

A Short History of the Middlesex Regiment 
by Harry Turner

In th e  w o rd s  o f th e  a u tho r w h o  served  as a suba lte rn  w ith  th e  1st B a tta lion  
in A ustria ,

“If I may venture to deploy old fashioned language, the history of the 
Middlesex Regiment is above all, a stirring yarn, a tale to quicken the pulse 
and gladden the heart".

S o ft b a c k  99 Pages C op ies  are p riced  at £5 .00  p o s tag e  pa id , all p ro ce e d s  
to  The A rm y  B enevo len t Fund.

C op ies  are o b ta ina b le  from  th e  a u tho r by send ing  a ch e q ue  fo r  £5 .00  m ade  
payab le  to  The  A rm y  B enevo len t Fund to  H Turner “ O ld  B o a th o u se  V ie w ” 
5 A d m ira l S tir ling  C ourt, W eystone  Road, W eybridge , S urrey KT13 8XX.

Please end ea vo u r to  s u p p o rt th is  ve ry  w o rth w h ile  and  generous  o ffe r by 
Harry w h o  has had th e  b o o k  p rin ted  private ly.

Famous Faces of the Spanish Civil War 
by S Hurst

Fam ous Faces o f th e  S pan ish  C iv il W ar is a fa sc in a tin g  s to ry  o f loss, dea th , 
w a rtim e  love  a ffa irs , lo ya lty  and be traya l se t in th e  tim e  o f th e  S pan ish  C iv il 
W ar th ro u g h  th e  eyes o f fa m o u s  w rite rs , poe ts  and a rtis ts . R ead ing  in 
ch ro n o lo g ica l order, th e  author, S teve  H urst, has cove red  th e  m a jo r phases 
d u ring  th e  w a r and d iscu sse d  th e  ro les o f fa m o u s  fig u re s  in c lu d in g  A rth u r 
Koestler, E rnest H em ingw ay, P ab lo  P icasso , G eorge  O rw e ll and  th e  p oe t 
F ederico  L o rca  w h o  w a s  m urdered  a t th e  s ta rt o f th e  war.

The p rog re ss  o f th e  w a r fo llo w e d  th e  G enera l’s rebe llion  in th e  su m m e r o f 
1936, to  Seville , th e  w a r in th e  A ragon  M oun ta ins , M ad rid , M alaga , th e  
arriva l o f th e  In te rna tiona l B rigades, in 1937, th e  d e s tru c tio n  o f G uern ika , 
B arce lona  and  F ra n co ’s v ic to rio u s  m arch.

The S pan ish  C iv il W ar has been d e sc rib e d  as th e  d ress  rehearsa l fo r  th e  
S e co n d  W orld  W ar and th e  tw e n tie th  ce n tu ry  w a r be tw een  ideo log ies .



T h is  unusua l and in fo rm a tive  w o rk  w ill appea l to  trave lle rs  In S pa in  as w e ll 
as h is to ria n s  and fo llo w e rs  o f th e  A rts .

O b ta in a b le  from  Pen & S w o rd  L td ., 47  C hurch  S tree t, Barnsley, S outh  
Y orksh ire , S 70  2AS. Type: H ard b a ck  240  pages  P rice  £19.99

Can You Help

H is to rian  H ugh S e b a g -M o n te fio re  is lo o k in g  fo r  re la tives o f so ld ie rs  w h o  
se rved  in th e  M id d lese x  R eg im en t o r any o th e r reg im en t d u rin g  th e  Ju ly - 
N o ve m b e r 1916 B a ttle  o f th e  S om m e. Th is is in co n n e c tio n  w ith  a b o o k  on 
th e  f ig h tin g  on th e  S o m m e  c o m m iss io n e d  by Penguin  w h ich  he is 
research ing . The  b o o k  w ill fo c u s  on th e  ca p tu re  o f th e  cha in  o f v illages and 
s tro n g p o in ts  w h ich  had  to  be o ve rco m e  if th e  G erm an line w a s  to  be 
b roken  and  w ill Inc lude  b y  w a y  o f illu s tra tion  such  he ro ic  d eeds  as th e  12th 
M X ’s  ca p tu re  o f Trones W ood  on 14 th  Ju ly  and its ca p tu re  o f T h iepva l on 
26 th  S e p te m b e r 1916.

C o n ta c t H ugh S ebag  - M o n te fio re  Te lephone No. 0207 435  1035 o r at 
se b a g s -m o n tie fo re .co m

Wanted

Ex S g t Phil D ye r is in te re s te d  in p u rc h a s in g  M id d le s e x  R e g im en t 
m em orab ilia , he is p a rticu la r ly  in te res ted  in b rass  TA sh o u ld e r t it le s  fo r  7th, 
8 th , 9 th  B a tta lio n s  and any item s m arked  vo lu n tee r b a tta lio n s  o f the  
M id d le se x  R eg im en t.

Phil can  be c o n ta c te d  by  te le p h o n e  th e  n u m b e r w h ich  is 0208  398  2767

News from the Iberian Peninsular

A s th e  A n n ive rsa ry  o f th e  B a ttle  o f A lb u h e ra  fa lls  on a S u n d a y  o n ly  a low  
key ce re m o n y  is p la n n ed  fo r  th is  year. The  re -e n a c tm e n t o f th e  b a ttle  w ill 
be  s ta g ed  on th e  fo llo w in g  w e e k  end 2 2nd  -  23 rd  M ay to g e th e r w ith  the  
usua l ce rem on ies .

The C hape l o f S t John  in E lvas P ortuga l, w h ich  w a s  th e  s u b je c t o f an 
a rtic le  in th e  au tum n  ed ition  No 102. The F riends o f th e  B ritish  C em ete ry  
con tin ue  w ith  th e ir fund  ra is ing in an e n deavou r to  co m p le te  th e  res to ra tion  
o f th is  h is to ric  b u ild ing , hop ing  th a t th e  w o rk  w ill be  co m p le te d  by June  
2010.The C hape l Is a d ja ce n t to  th e  ce m e te ry  w h e re  H o g h ton  w ho  
co m m a n d e d  th e  b riga d e  in w h ich  th e  57 th  F oo t w h o  fo u g h t at A lbuhe ra  is 
buried.

Were You Wounded at Kunu-Ri? 

I NEED YOUR HELP 
Lt.Col. Malcolm E MacDonald, U.S. Army Retired

I am a ve te ran  o f th e  f irs t five  ca m p a ig n s  o f th e  Korean War. On N o ve m b e r 
30, 1950, I w a s  a lieu tenan t ass igned  to  H eadqua rte rs , S e co n d  In fantry  
D iv is ion, near K unu-ri, N o rth  Korea. T he  C h inese  C o m m u n is t Forces had 
su rrounded  o u r d iv is io n  and a nn ih ila tion  seem ed  im m inen t. I vo lun tee red  
to  d rive  a jeep  (ra ted load 4) o u t o f th e  c o m b a t area to  S unchon , ten  m iles 
south. Im m edia te ly , I o rde red  a b le -b o d ie d  m en in th e  n ea rby  d itc h e s  to  
load th e  je e p  w ith  w o u n d e d . W hen w e  began o u r te n -m lle  ride  under 
in tense enem y fire, w e  had 3 S ou th  Korean so ld ie rs  and 5 A m e rican  
so ld ie rs , m o s t o f w h o  w ere  w o u n d ed . Shortly, tw o  w o u n d e d  Turkish  
so ld ie rs  w a ve d  us d o w n  and w e  to o k  them  aboard . A b o u t te n  m inu tes  
later, a w o u n d e d  so ld ie r from  th e  M id d lese x  R eg im en t w a ve d  us d o w n  and 
w e p icke d  h im  up.

As d a rkn e ss  a p p ro a ch e d , I had to  d rive  w ith o u t ligh ts , an e spec ia lly  
haza rdous s itu a tio n . U ltim ate ly , w e  a rrived  in S unchon  and de live red  the  
w o u n d ed  to  m ed ica l fa c ilit ie s  o f th e  1st C ava lry  D iv is ion . I neve r knew  the  
nam es o f th e se  so ld ie rs . If any M id d lese x  ve te ran  w h o  reads th is  m essage  
know s th e  nam e o f th e  M id d lese x  so ld ie r w h o  rode  w ith  m e th a t d a y  and 
can p u t m e in to u c h  w ith  him , I w ill be  m o s t g ra te fu l. I b a d ly  need his eye ­
w itn e ss  a c c o u n t o f th a t fa te fu l day.

M o s t s in ce re ly , LTC M a lc o lm  E. M a c D o n a ld , (U .S. A rm y  R e tired ),
I I  S a b io te  Lane, H o t S p r in g s  V illa ge , A rk a n s a s  7 1 9 0 9 , U .S .A . 
(e-m ail: m ac .pa t@ earth link .ne t)

mailto:mac.pat@earthlink.net


Poets’ Corner

T he  fo llo w in g  poem  w h ich  w a s  w ritte n  by W o o d b in e  W illie  o f F irs t W orld  
W ar fa m e  a lso  kn o w n  as Rev G. A. S tu d d e rt K ennedy w h ich  w as q u o te d  
by Rev R oger Hall M BE C hap la in , H M Tow er o f London  w ho  q u o te d  lines 
fro m  th e  fo llo w in g  poem  in h is add re ss  a t last years  A nnual S e rv ice  o f 
R em em b ran ce  in th e  R eg im en ta l C hape l in S t P au l’s C athedra l.

His Mate

T he re 's  a b roken, ba tte re d  v illage  
S om e w h e re  up beh ind  th e  line,
T he re 's  a d u g -o u t and a b unk  the re  
T ha t I used  to  say w ere  m ine.
I rem e m be r ho w  I reached them ,
D rip p in g  w e t and all fo rlo rn ,
In th e  d im  and d rea ry  tw ilig h t 
O f a w e e p in g  su m m e r m orn .

A ll th a t w e e k  I'd  bu ried  b ro thers ,
In one  b itte r  b a ttle  sla in,
In one  g rave  I la id  tw o  hundred .
G od! W h a t so rro w  and w h a t rain!

A n d  th a t n ig h t I'd  been in trenches ,
S eek ing  o u t th e  so d d en  dead,
A nd  ju s t d ro p p in g  th e m  in she ll-ho les ,
W ith  a se rv ice  s w ift ly  sa id .

For th e  b u lle ts  ra ttle d  round  me,
B u t I c o u ld n 't  leave th e m  there,
W a te r-soaked  in f lo o d e d  she ll-ho les ,
R eft o f co m m o n  C h ris tian  prayer.

So I c raw le d  round  on m y belly,
A n d  I lis tened  to  th e  roar
O f th e  g uns  th a t ham m ered  Th lepva l,
L ike  b ig  b reake rs  on th e  shore.

Then the re  sp o ke  a d rip p in g  sergeant, 
W hen th e  tim e  w as g ro w ing  late, 
“W ou ld  you  p lease  to  bu ry  th is  one, 
'C ause  'e  used to  be m y m ate?"

So w e  g ro p e d  o u r w a y  in da rkness  
To a b o d y  ly ing there,
Ju s t a b la cke r lum p  o f b lackness, 
W ith  a red b lo tch  on h is hair.

Though  w e  tu rn e d  h im  g e n tly  over,
Yet I s till can hear th e  thud ,
A s th e  b o d y  fe ll face  fo rw a rd ,
A nd  then  se ttle d  in th e  m ud.

W e w e n t d o w n  upon o u r faces, 
A nd  I sa id  th e  se rv ice  th rough , 
From  "I am  th e  R esurrection "
To th e  last, th e  g rea t "ad ieu ."

W e s to o d  up to  g ive  th e  B less ing, 
A nd  c o m m e n d  h im  to  th e  Lord , 
W hen a su d d en  ligh t sh o t soa ring  
S ilver s w ift and  like  a sw ord .

A t a s troke  it s le w  th e  darkness, 
F lashed its g lo ry  on th e  m ud,
A nd  I sa w  th e  se rgean t s ta ring  
A t a c rim so n  c lo t o f b lood .

There are m any k in d s  o f so rro w  
In th is  w o rld  o f Love and H ate, 
B u t the re  is no s te rn e r so rro w  
Than a so ld ie r 's  fo r  h is m ate.



Finally a thought, for us all as we grow older

There  is n o th ing  w h a te ve r th e  m a tte r w ith  m e I'm  ju s t as hea lthy  as I can 
be  W ell, I d o  have  a rth r it is  in b o th  m y knees and  w hen  I ta lk , I ta lk  w ith  a 
w heeze. M y pu lse  is w eak, and m y b lo o d  Is th in , b u t I'm  really w e ll fo r  the  
shape  I'm  in. N o w  th e  m ora l Is, as th e  ta le  w e  un fo ld , th a t fo r  you  and  me, 
w h o  are g ro w in g  o ld , It is b e tte r to  say " I 'm  fine  " w ith  a grin. Than to  te ll 
eve ryone  o f th e  shape  th a t w e 're  in.

REGIMENTAL GOODS

The fo llo w in g  are held in s to c k  and  p rices  are ava ilab le  on reques t to  the  
R eg im en ta l S hop , RHQ  PW RR H ow e B a rracks  C an te rb u ry  K ent CT1 1JY. 
C heques  and  P osta l O rde rs  sh o u ld  be m ade  payab le  to  PW RR A c c o u n t 
No 0566700  Telephone  N o 01227  818058.

B lazer B adges
Ice B u cke ts  m in ia tu re  s id e  d ru m  w ith  R eg im en ta l E m blazon
P lus p o s ta g e  and  pack in g
T ies (O ld pa tte rn  m aroon  and  go ld )
T ies  (N ew  p a tte rn  w ith  m aroon  and  g o ld  th in  s tripes)
T ies  O ffice rs  C lu b  (Silk)
M id d le se x  Regt. C ap ba d ge s  g o o d  q u a lity  rep licas  
O ld  C o m ra d e s  lape l ba d ge s  
R eg im en ta l B ere t F lashes
P rin ts  “ S te a d y  th e  D rum s & F ifes un fram ed  - Large P rin t

- S m all P rin t

M id d le se x  R eg im en ta l P laques
M id d le s e x  B lazer B u tto n s  F lat s ta y  b rig h t w ith  eng raved  M id d lese x  B adge
S e t 6 la rge b u tto n s  6 sm all b u tto n s
Ind iv idua l b u tto n s  Large &  S m all
R eg im en ta l C u ff L inks
R eg im en ta l T ie  G rip
R eg im en ta l T ie  Tack &  C hain
R eg im en ta l Lad ies B rooch




