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SIXTIETH ANNIVERSARY OF THE 

BATTLE OF MONS

T h e  annual pilgrim age o f  the D ie-H ards to M ons 
took on a special significance this year, since it was 
the diam ond ju b ilee  o f  the battle fought on Sunday, 
A u gu st 23, 1914, and the cerem onies connected 
therew ith w ere in the hands o f  the Burgom aster and 
the M un icipality  o f M ons.

A lthough there w ere m any applicants w ho origin­
ally  w ished to be included, the num bers had to be 
restricted, priority b eing given to those w ho had 
taken part in the battle. T h e n  illness at the last 

; m inute prevented five o f  those w ho intended to come 
j A  'rom being w ith  us. E ventually  the m ini-coach party 

^ ^ consisted  o f C ol. and M rs. F . W alden, M ajor and 
M rs. D ick  Sm ith, M essrs. C . A sh b y, R. G room - 
bridge, T .  T .  M orris and W . T .  T reb ilco ck . A  small 
party consisting o f Squadron Leader and M rs. 
A bell, M rs. M allam  (daughter o f  the late M ajor 
A bell, killed at M ons) and M r. G eorge G arrett 
travelled by private car. M on s veterans w ho were 
prevented by illness from  jo in in g the party were 
M essrs. H . Bird, W . Bishop, A . C hinnery, A. 
M atthew s and G . J. Sm ith, m m .

A ccom m odation for the party was m ade available 
in various hotels due to the able adm inistration o f M . 
Jacques D eflandre, w ho has succeeded that great 
friend o f the R egim ent, the late M . C harles O ttevaere. 
"J im m y”  D eflandre was invaluable to all from  the 
early reconnaissance until the m om ent o f our 
j^Bm rture. A ccom panying him  to the conference at 
the H otel de V ille  on A u gu st 21, M ajor S m ith found 
h im self in the chair as the delegate for the British 
groups am ongst all the E xecutive C om m ittee, with, 
am ong others, representatives from  Australia, 
C anada, N e w  Zealand, U S A , France, Italy and

Lu xem bourg. T h e  varied uniform s and conversa 
tions carried on in the various languages prior to 
the opening o f the m eeting gave him  a good, im agina­
tive picture o f  the T o w e r o f Babel after Jehovah con­
fused the builders’ tongues.

W hereas for the last few  years the program m e for 
the annual visit has been one o f  our ow n m aking, 
this year it was one prepared b y  a special com m ittee 
o f the C ity  o f  M ons. T h e  program m e was interesting, 
varied and o f  long duration, covering two days, that 
o f the 22nd and 23rd. O u r first cerem ony was at 
Casteau, a village five m iles north-east o f  M ons, 
w here C pl. T h om as o f  “ C ”  Squadron, 4th (Irish) 
Dragoon G uards, fired the first British rifle shot of 
the G reat W ar at daybreak on Saturday, A u gu st 22, 
1914, tow ards the outposts o f  the 4th Cuirassiers 
(the first British rifle shot to be fired in B elgium  since 
W aterloo). H ere at the stone m em orial w e paid our 
respects, an arm ed guard o f  honour o f  Belgian 
soldiers flanking the m em orial as C ol. W alden 
placed our regim ental w reath beside that o f  Belgium . 
A ll nationalities as m entioned in the preceding para­
graph sent representatives. O pposite this m em orial is 
a bronze plaque com m em orating that the outposts o f 
the 1 1 6th Canadian Battalion stopped at this v e r y  

spot upon cease fire on N o vem b er 11 , 1918, at n  a.m. 
A fter the cerem ony a reception was held at the H otel 
de V ille , Casteau, all participants b eing the guests o f 
D r. L eborque, the B urgom aster, and the C ouncil 
am idst an atm osphere o f  great com radeship and 
bonhom ie.

In M on s at 3.30 p.m . on the 22nd a long colum n 
was form ed b y  the representative groups, m any in 
very colourful uniform s and unique head-dresses,
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including steel helm ets, som e w ith  plum es, others 
w earing tricorns, som e in  shakos, w hilst one group 
had enorm ous cocked hats as w orn by the staff in the 
early days o f  the last century. Personal sidearms and 
w eapons ranged from  the latest autom atic rifle o f 
the A m erican  contingent to lances, swords, cutlasses 
and great cavalry sabres, the hilts o f  w hich  reached 
halfw ay up the trunk tow ards the left arm pit. In the 
trib une specially erected in the G rand Place o f  M ons 
w ere the Am bassadors, G eneral S ir John M ogg, 
D e p u ty  Suprem e C om m ander, S H A P E , and other 
personalities, including C ol. W alden as the repre­
sentative o f the 4th M iddlesex Regim ent. A lso seated 
in the tribune w ere G eorge G arrett, w ho is now  too 
infirm  to m arch, and the ladies o f  ou r party. T h e  
v iew  th ey had o f  this colourful colum n, m arching 
from  a side road on to the b unting-draped square to 
the m artial m usic o f  the m ilitary bands in full dress 
and trum pets tw irled like arcs o f  brass, w as im ­
pressive indeed.

H eaded b y  the Belgian m ilitary band, the Belgian 
A rm y units m arched in the follow ing order: 2nd 
L ig h t Infantry w ith  C olours, 4th L ig h t C avalry, the 
C olo urs and parties o f  1st, 3rd, 4th, 5th, 6th, 7th 
Infantry, 8th C av alry  and 10th A rtillery  Regim ents 
o f  H ainault, a squad o f  the 3rd Lancers and finally the 
Logistics S chool w ith  the C olo urs o f  the n t h  
Artillery'. Fo llow in g the Belgian G rou p s w ere the 
C olours and guards o f honour o f  A ustralia, Canada, 
A m erica, France, Italy, L u xem b ou rg and N ew  
Zealand. T h e n  cam e the ex-S ervice  groups o f 
Belgium , the L ancers in traditional uniform , a unit 
akin to ou r Legion  o f Frontiersm en, follow ed by 
those in plain clothes, m any festooned w ith  crosses 
and m edals, g iv in g  the im pression that they had been 
in  every  w ar since the N orm an C onqu est, the 
British ex-S ervicem en, including the O ld  C on- 
tem ptibles o f  E d in b u rgh  w ith  their secretary, 
C h u m  J. N o rrie, and the Birm ingham  Branch w ith  
its standard under the com m and o f  C hum  Edw in 
F arley, m m . It was indeed an honour for M ajor 
S m ith to com m and the British ex-Servicem en in­
clu din g so m any O ld  C ontem ptibles, especially the 
m en o f  M on s w ho w ere present on this ground on the 
S u n d a y o f  A u g u st 23, 1914. W e cam e by at our own 
pace as befitted veterans wrho had passed their three­
score years and ten, including one o f  four score and 
five, w ho w as aided on each side b y  less aged com ­
rades, these you ngsters being tw o years short o f 80! 
T h e  oldest O ld  C on tem ptib le present w as G eorge 
G arrett, w ho is 88. Instead o f  g iv in g  the com m and 
“ Q u ick  m arch” , w'hich w ould have been a m is­
nom er for o u r rate o f  progress, M ajor S m ith gave the 
com m and “ A d v a n ce !” , w hich  wras suitable on this 
occasion. T h e  British party w ere advancing towards 
ou r position o f  honour, advancing tow ards the end 
o f  a long and useful life, ad vancing into history' and 
ad vancing into the high regard o f  the m ultitude o f 
spectators present. A s  w e left the R ue de la C haussee 
and entered the square tum ultuous clapping and 
cheers greeted us w ith  occasionally the grateful ex ­
pression “ O u r English defenders” , albeit w e w ere 
English, S cottish , W elsh  and Irish. It was a very 
rew arding and m oving hom age w hich was very tou ch­
ing to all in  ou r colum n, one old veteran rem arking 
that he felt he could grizzle, and he was not alone. 
H eading o u r party and prou d ly  flying free was our 
regim ental standard, borne par excellence b y  T o m

T reb ilcock , w ho filled the breech as C olo u r Ensign 
at a m om ent’s notice. His carriage throughout did 
credit to his early training as a Coldstream  G u ard s­
man.

H ere it m ay be apt to explain w hy the different 
representative groups were present who had nothing 
to do w ith  the battle o f  M ons fought in A u gu st 1914. 
T h e  cerem onies were, in addition to com m em orat­
ing the 60th anniversary, com m em orating the First 
battle o f  19x4, the Second o f  N ovem ber 1918, the 
T h ird  o f  M ay 1940 and the Fourth o f Septem ber

I944‘ a
T h e  full story o f the flag-saluting cerem onies is ^ P  

too long to tell in the lim ited space available. A  bugle 
call heralded the national anthems o f  each country.
A s  the respective cou ntry’s flag was raised the C olour 
parties faced their national flag, presented arms and 
dipped their Colours, com plim ents at the same time 
being paid b y  all other groups present. T h e  various^ 
renderings o f  the “ L a st Post”  and “ Silencio”
Italy w ere m usically interesting, the flag-raisir^ ^  
cerem onies finishing w ith  the British national 
anthem  and “ La Brabançonne”  o f Belgium .

A fter this cerem ony M . A b e l D ubois, the B u rgo­
m aster o f  M ons, m ade a speech recalling the heroism  
when exactly 60 y'ears ago the soldiers o f the 4th 
M iddlesex R egim ent resisted the 1st G erm an A rm y 
o f V o n  K lu ck , finishing his speech b y  addressing our 
group specially, saying, “ In the name o f  the town o f 
M ons and its population I w ould like to reiterate our 
gratitude and our friendship. H ere you are at hom e, 
on the territory' w hich you have defended and re­
conquered” . A s he said these words his eyes lifted 
to the iron balcony above the entrance to the H otel de 
V ille , where our regim ental flag had been tied so as to 
show  the full three panels and badge, an even more 
illustrious position than it norm ally occupies on our 
annual pilgrim age. T h is  speech was follow ed b y  
G eneral Lonay, president o f  the M on s ex-S ervice- 
m en’s Entente, w ho in his turn paid hom age to his 
com panions and to his com rades o f  the British 
Expeditionary Force, o f  whom  he praised their 
sacrificial spirit and heroic courage. H is speech was 
one o f  vehem ence and gesticulation, m aking the loud­
speakers hum  and rattle. T h e  last speech was b y  C o l .^ ^  
W alden, w hich was succinct and full o f feeling. H e ^ ^  
said the British A rm y, and our ow n regim ent in 
particular, w ere glad to be there in 1914 and delighted 
to be there again to take part in the diam ond jub ilee 
celebrations. H e hoped he and his com rades w ould be 
in M on s again next year, as is our annual practice. 
T h a n k in g  the citizens for the honour they have paid 
ou r regim ent b y nam ing a thoroughfare after the 
4th Battalion, he stepped from  the dais, applauded 
b y  all and especially by the O ld  C om rades, w ho had 
been standing for a long tim e on a very w arm  after­
noon. H is very few  words brought a sigh o f  relief 
from  veterans with tired feet and aching bones.

T h e  parade then form ed up and m ade a circuit of 
the streets near the square, follow ed b y  a m arch past, 
w e again m arching in our suitable steady step. A s we 
cam e once m ore on the square, w e again r e c e iv e d ^ P  
ovation as the paper L a  Province said, “ W hereupon 
once again the public reserved a warm  ovation for the 
English ex-Servicem en w ho were defiling in a d igni­
fied m anner and in a truly British w ay beside their 
Belgian fighting brothers” .
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T h e  “ fighting brothers”  then made their w ay to 
the G rand Salon G oth iq ue in the H otel de V ille , a 
very large room w ith extrem ely interesting cameos 
depicting the G oth ic  wars o f  the M idd le A ges. Also 
interesting was the cham pagne poured w ith  liberality 
b y ou r hosts into our ready glasses.

So ended the cerem onies o f the 22nd, w ith  the 
prom ise o f a full day to follow  on the 23rd, the day o f 
special significance to all D ie-H ards.

O u r first cerem ony on the 23rd was at the Belfry 
M em orial, the m onum ent to the two battles o f  M ons, 
o f 1914 and 1918. In the socle at the base o f the two 
p^^irs is earth taken from  the graves o f the A llied 
c M a  w ho fell in the tw o battles. H ere the cerem ony 
was dom inated b y  the Birm ingham  Branch o f the O ld  
C ontem ptibles, it being felt, rightly, that they had 
priority at this intim ate cerem ony. U nfortunately 
this was the last w e w ere to see o f this party of 
veterans, as it appears that three different program m es 
w ere being w orked. W e w ere conform ing to that pub-

j^Bxed b y  the E xecutive C om m ittee and in ignorance 
<jl the other tw o. T h e  veterans from  Birm ingham  also 
had to depart from  M on s soon after this cerem ony. 
W reaths from  the O ld  C ontem ptibles and the D ie- 
H ards w ere placed on the m em orial, ours being laid 
b y C ol. W alden. From  the belfry w e m ade ou r w ay 
to Saint Sym phorien British M ilitary  C em etery, 
w here w e w ere joined b y  the O ld  C ontem ptibles from 
E dinburgh  and the A nciens Com battants o f O bourg 
and St. Sym phorien . A t  the m em orial to the 4th 
Battalion we had both parties as ou r guests, the 
honour o f p lacing ou r w reath and declaim ing the 
Exhortation falling on M ajor Sm ith. T h e  next 
cerem ony, a fam ily one, w as at the grave o f M ajor 
W . H . A bell, the first British officer to be killed in 
action in 1914. H is son, Squadron Leader J. M . 
A b ell, and M rs. A b ell and his daughter, M rs. 
M allam , had com e to pay their respects to his 
m em ory at the grave. T o  the silence o f  all and the 
dipped ensigns o f  British and Belgian groups ex-D m r. 
G eorge G arrett, w ho in 1914 was his b ugler and at 
his side when he was killed, laid the w reath b y  the 
headstone, saying, “ G o d  rest his soul. H e was a good 
officer— and a gentlem an” . T h ere  could be no finer 
epitaph.

_ N e x t w as the cerem ony at the C ross o f H onour, 
^ ^ l e r e  the O ld  C on tem ptibles o f  E dinb urgh  took 

priority, C hum  J. N orrie g iving the Exhortation 
after the placing o f wreaths in the follow ing order: 
O ld  Contem ptibles, D iehards and ou r Belgian 
com rades. C o l. W alden placed ou r w reath on the 
m em orial. A fter the cerem onies in the cem etery our 
Belgian friends insisted on b eing ou r hosts in St. 
Sym phorien  village for a period o f about 45 m inutes, 
w here friendships w ere renew ed in the local esta- 
m inet.

In the afternoon the cerem onies at O b o u rg  took 
place, beginning w ith the w elcom e in the G rand 
Place, where there w as a renew al o f individual 
friendships form ed in the past years, am ong these 
com rades b eing Prem ier M aitre T ran sm etteu r Jean 
C laude B livet o f the French N a v y  and now’ at 
S L ^ P E . O ne great pleasure w'as the sim ultaneous 
iiQpl'al o f our friends from  L ille , the C om panions o f 
Capitaine M ichel, Reseau S ylvestre, consisting o f 
M arcel Fertein, Jean D escam p, principal organiser 
for south-w est L ille , Brigadier C h e f C harles Vandael 
and B rigadier C h e f Jean Jouveniaux, the three latter 
in their gendarm e uniform s as m em bers o f  N o . 2

C R S , the strong figure o f  Jean tow ering over the 
crow d around him. T h e  natural effervescence o f our 
G allic  com rades added to the gaiety o f our party 
before the beginning o f the solemn cerem onies.

A t 3.45 p.m . the procession started towards the 
church, the Belgian band leading, dressed in a uni­
form  sim ilar to that worn by the Belgian infantry in 
1914, including the kepi head-dress. T h e  British 
A m bassador was represented by the M ilitary 
A ttaché, C ol. W . H . A tkins, the rem ainder o f the 
groups b eing senior officers from  S H A P E , Belgian 
Service personnel, civic authorities, patriotic asso­
ciations, French representatives as above, Belgian 
ex-Servicem en and British ex-Servicem en, including 
the O ld  C ontem ptibles from  E dinburgh. T h e  church 
was crow ded to capacity, the orchestra and choir in 
the south transept in line w'ith the congregation, 
w hilst all the standards and ensigns w ere form ed in a 
sem icircle in the apse, our ow n distinctly coloured 
standard being prom inent and T o m  T reb ilco ck  in 
particular as he w’as the on ly one w earing gauntlets, 
w hich showed up brilliantly. T h e  solem n mass was 
im pressive in every detail. T h e  priest wras strong in 
build, handsom e in features and earnest in elocution 
and delivery. T h e  service w'as to the memory' o f  the 
heroes and victim s o f  the twro w orld w'ars. T h e  
soloist was superb in his rendering o f “ A v e  M aria” , 
“ K y rie  E leisson”  and “ Sons o f the B rave” . A fter the 
service w e again form ed up behind the band, by 
w'hich tim e a num ber o f the Friends in M on s o f  the 
M iddlesex Regim ent, w earing their lapel badges, 
joined ou r group behind ou r standard. T o  our 
delight the priest had changed into m ufti and he 
also was on the m arch w ith us.

P e t e r  M c R a e
& C O M P A N Y  L IM IT E D
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M . Rene Langouche, wearing our O C A  lapel badge, handing to Colonel Walden the painting of Obourg
railway station, presented by the citizens o f ObourJB^, 

B y  courtesy o f  “ L a  P r o v i n c e ^ f

T h e  last cerem ony w as at O b o u rg  station, w hich  
had been fresh ly  repainted for the occasion. O ur 
bronze plaque on the w all, recalling that it was at this 
spot that the first shots o f  the battle w ere fired by the 
4th Battalion on the m orning o f A u g u st 23, 1914, and 
com m em orating the gallantry o f  the unknow n hero 
w ho held up the G erm ans until killed, thus allow ing 
his com rades to w ithdraw  to a new  position. Belgian 
and British flags flanked the m em orial, as did two 
cu t-o u t regim ental badges. A b o ve  flew our regi­
m ental flag, the flag staff tipped  b y  another large 
M id d lesex  badge. T h e re  w as no dou bt to the visitor 
that the M idd lesex R egim ent w ere there when they 
w ere m ost needed. A  sim ilar service to that at the 
cem etery ended w ith  “ Present A rm s” , “ Last P ost” , 
“ L a  Brabançonne”  and “ G o d  Save the Q u een ” . 
T h e n  a speech by A lderm an D u cob u , representing 
the B urgom aster, follow ed b y  a fiery address by M . 
L an gou ch e giv in g fervent expressions o f  gratitude to 
ou r soldiers w ho fou gh t so w'ell at O bo urg. A  very

Belgium  needed his help and 60 years later he was 
again ready and w illing when the R egim ental 
A ssociation needed his support.

A t  the reception later in the evening each partici­
pant in the diam ond ju b ilee  celebrations was pre­
sented with a com m em oration certificate signed by 
the Burgom aster and C ouncil depicting the archer 
A ngels o f M ons above the belfry tower. A lso  p re­
sented to the R egim ent by the citizens o f O b o u rg  was 
a painting o f O bourg railway station, show ing the flat 
roof as it was on A ugust 23, 1914, w hen held by 
“ D ”  C om pany, 4th Battalion T h e  D u ke o f C am ­
b ridge’s O w n  (M iddlesex Regim ent). A  full descm>- 
tion will be found under Regim ental M useum  r l^ K  
on page 7.

F or the O ld  C ontem ptibles this was the last official 
parade. F or the M en o f M ons o f  the M id d lesex  
Regim ent the last parade lies in the future. M ay  it be 
m any years ahead. R .W .J .S .

T h e  next cerem ony was in the com m unal cem etery 
of O b o u rg, w here wreaths w ere laid, ours by Col. 
W alden, ou r national anthem  and “ L a  Brabançonne”  
b eing played w hilst the m ilitary guard o f honour 
presented arm s and standards w ere lowered. W e then 
m arched to O b o u rg  railway station, the streets and 
houses bedecked w ith  b unting, the L^nion Jack— not 
alw ays right w ay up— being prom inent. T h e  younger 
locals saluted us on the streets, w hilst in m any houses 
the aged and infirm  sat on chairs in the open door­
way's, w avin g and b low ing kisses. Y es, O bourg 
certain ly has a love for ou r regim ent. T h is  esteem is 
due to a large extent to M . R ene L angouche, a pro­
m inent citizen and long-established friend o f  the 
R egim ent, w ho in 19 14  as a youth w atched our 
soldiers fight the battle w hich the inhabitants call the 
Battle o f  O bourg.

short reply by C ol. W alden sim ilar to the address in 
M ons, but on this occasion expressing pride in the 
lone stand by the unknow n D ie-H ard  m entioned 
above. O u r wreath was once more on a special hook 
on the wall by our plaque. H ere it w ill rem ain, as in 
years past, until the m orning o f A ugust 23 the follow ­
ing year. A t  each cerem ony where a regim ental 
wreath was laid the wreath bearer until the m om ent of 
cerem ony was M r. T .  T .  M orris, whose assistance 
was greatly appreciated.

W ith  the band playing and standard flying we 
m arched past the dais, paying com plim ents, the dais 
being adjacent to our m emorial plaque. 
every ceremony' and m arch the greatest su p po rtIm d 
allegiance was given by M r. Charles A sh b y, a true 
M an o f  M ons whose bearing and conduct w ere 
beyond reproach. H e was there in 1914 when
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A CEMETERY IN MAFEKING

W e have received a most interesting account from 
M iss Penelope Teesdale, sister-in-law  o f L t.-C o l. 
T .  W . C hattey, o f a v isit she m ade last year to a 
cem etery in M afeking. Penelope (“ P en n y” ) knew  the 
1 st Battalion w ell w hen she stayed a few  m onths with 
C ol. and M rs. C hattey at Z eltw eg in Austria. She 

is living in N ew  Y ork  and visited M afeking 
^ m lst on holiday travelling throughout South 
A frica.

N aturally, “ P en n y”  becam e more than interested 
w hen she found that a small part o f the cem etery

“ I am sure that you  know m uch m ore about the 
siege o f  M afekin g than I do— that 800 m en held out 
for 2 17  days, from  O ctob er 12, 1899, till M ay 5, 
1900; that m uch entertainm ent and tea parties went 
on; that W inston C h u rch ill’s aunt was there (em erg­
ing from a tent in fabulous clothes!). B u t I still got a 
great thrill b eing entertained b y M r. M inchin  in the 
little b uilding that the then C o l. B aden-Pow ell used 
as his official lookout; it was then a one-storey b u ild ­
ing w ith  a flat top w hich  he found so useful for his 
purpose. N o w  a second storey has been added on to

L eft : A  general view of some of the military graves in the Cemetery 
Right : The inscription on the cross o f the grave o f  P te  Jackson

•contained the graves o f  som e M idd lesex m en who 
died during the siege o f  M afeking. S he is an excellent 
raconteur and the follow ing is a short sum m ary from 
an absorbing letter describing h er v is it :

“ T h e  cem etery did not seem to have any special 
name. W e ju st walked in through a small w rought 
iron gate from  the pavem ent. A s w e did a lo t of 
driving during m y stay at M afeking I cannot rem em ­
ber the exact address o f the cem etery, but it is w ithin 
the tow n o f M afeking itself. It is still being used 
today— it seem ed quite a general cem etery— for there 
w ere sections o f  quite m odern graves. T h e  old m ili­
tary graves w ere in ju st one area o f it. T h e  inscrip­
tion on the cross o f the grave o f  one old D ie-H ard  
buried there reads:

For K in g  and Em pire 
1378

• Pte. H. Jackson
5th M iddlesex 

19-5-02

“ It certainly brings to m ind Rupert B rooke’s im ­
mortal w ords ‘that there’s som e corner o f  a foreign 
field that is for ever E ngland ’.

the flat top and the b uilding is the offices o f M inchin  
and K elley, estate agents and conveyancers. M r. 
M in ch in ’s w ife is the m other and leading ligh t o f  the 
little m useum  w hich  has now  been opened in 
M afeking and in there can be seen som e o f w hat 
were the last silver buttons used b y  the B ritish  A rm y 
before it sw itched to brass b uttons” .

W e are indeed m ost gratefu l to “ P en n y”  for the 
trouble w hich she has taken over this account and 
for the two photographs w hich  are reproduced in 
support o f  it.

T h e  5th M idd lesex, as inscribed on Pte. Jackson’s 
grave, w ere raised during the latter part o f  the 
eighteenth cen tu ry  as the Royal Elthorne L ig h t 
Infantry (M ilitia), w hich , in 1881 under the C ardw ell 
system , becam e the 3rd Battalion D u ke o f  C a m ­
bridge’ s O w n  (M id dlesex Regim ent) (M ilitia). O n 
the form ation o f the 3rd and 4th Regular Battalions 
in 1900 the title changed to 5th Battalion (M ilitia). 
U n d er the com m and o f  L t.-C o l. V . Rolleston the 
Battalion was em bodied on January 6, 1902, and saiUed 
for S outh  A frica  on February 22, 1902. T h e  Battalion 
w as stationed in M afeking after the siege, w hen it lost 
eight soldiers killed, w ho are b uried in this cem etery.
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TW O LENS

B y  M a j o r  D i c k  S m i t h

In the M ill H ill Branch notes in the Die-Hards 
Newsletter o f  June 1974 I m entioned the regaining o f 
contact b y  L e n  A rlington  (6203442) and Len W ilson 
(6205016). T h e  reunion o f  the tw o Lens took place 
at E dgw are on July 27, at the m onthly gathering of 
the M ill H ill Branch. T h e y  had last m et in 1940, 
w hen both w ere escaped prisoners from  the Germ an 
A rm y.

A fter the evacuation o f  the B E F  from  France and 
B elgium  in M ay and June 1940 a n um ber o f our 
soldiers w ho had been m ade prisoner during the 
fighting m anaged to escape, fondly im agining, w ith 
the typical optim ism  o f the B ritish  T o m m y, that our 
troops w ould be back in a m atter o f  w eeks to ensure 
their liberty. A m on g these optim ists w ere the two 
Lens.

The reunion o f the two Lens. L eft to R ig h t: M aj. R. 
W. J .  Sm ith, M B E . M . M arcel Fertein, Len Wilson, 
Len Arlington, M . Faxicomprez, Colonel F . Walden,

M B E , D L

L en  A rlin gton , after his freedom  dash, m ade his 
w ay back to G on deco urt, w here he had m ade a 
num ber o f  friends during the tim e the 2nd Battalion 
had been billeted there during 1939 and 1940. For 
m ost o f  this period he had been the batm an o f  C apt. 
G e rry  Porter, an em ploym ent w hich  enabled him  to 
m ove freely in the village and m eet people. It was to 
these friends that he m ade his w ay for refuge and 
su ccou r after eluding the G erm an patrols w ho were 
m oppin g up stragglers from  the A llied  forces. H e 
w as received w ith open arms and given shelter and 
eventually  a forged identity card, supplied by a small 
grou p  w ho w ere assisting escaped A llied  prisoners o f 
war.

A  short tim e after he had settled in as a farm w orker 
he w as called b y  an excited French girl w ho said 
there w ere tw o men w ho declared they w ere escaped 
B ritish  soldiers. W o u ld  he com e and check if  they 
w ere bona fide Britishers ? O ne was a G uardsm an 
(G eorge Y ou n g) and the other was Len  W ilson. 
N eith er o f  the two D ie-H ards recognised each other 
in  their disguises, b ut as soon as Len  A rlington  heard

the name L en  W ilson he was amazed. Len  W ilson 
was a m uch older man, having enlisted under the 
H ore-Belisha schem e, and had been in the same 
barrack room at G osport when war was declared in 
Septem ber 1939, so instead o f com pleting his training 
and going home to his w ife he was em bodied 
remained w ith the Battalion. H e was then e m p lo ^ p  
as batman to M ajor C . M . Baldw in, the O fficer 
Com m anding “ D ”  C om pany, at w hich tim e I was 
the C S M . Before leaving for France w ith  the advance 
p arty L en  Arlington had sold a small radio to Len 
W ilson for half-a-crown, so to the great astonish­
m ent o f L en  W ilson said, “ H ow  is that radio goin^ 
w hich  I flogged you in G ospo rt?”  A fter  a m om enláÉ 
scrutiny L en  W ilson exclaim ed “ G ood  G o d , L ^ P  
A rlington! Y o u  look a right Froggy in that outfit. I 
did not recognise you” .

T h e  three men took up their h iding place in an 
em pty farm, having a num ber o f interesting ex­
periences o f w hich there is no space to tell here. In 
the m eantine plans w ere laid on for their passage 
back to the U nited Kingdom . T h e  w aiting was 
boring, especially for the tw o, w ho could not m ove 
around the villages as could Len A rlington, due to his 
knowledge o f the patois o f N orthern France and 
possession o f an identity card. It so happened that on 
one occasion the two who were known to m ost o f the 
villagers o f G ondecourt w ere taken into a café and 
given a liberal supply o f drink. T h en , out o f the blue, 
a platoon o f G erm an soldiers arrived and also began 
to make m erry. Before long the G erm ans, w ho were 
in a cheerful m ood and trying to becom e friendly w ith 
the inhabitants o f the occupied territory, w ere singing 
loudly. G eorge Y ou n g and L en  W ilson by this time 
w'ere tipsy and joined in the singing, m uch to the 
delight o f the Germ an troops, w ho w ere under the 
impression that they were French farm labourers.

U nfortunately for the blood pressure o f Len 
A rlington, w ho was now outside figuring out how  to 
get his tw o drunken friends and h im self aw ay ir w  
safety, they began to sing the song “ T ip p era ry ”  in™ 
English. T h e  G erm ans joined in w ith great zest, 
fondly believing that the labourers w ere show ing 
appreciation o f the victorious G erm an A rm y.

T o  go into the café and persuade his friends to 
com e away was inviting trouble, as in their condition 
they w ere sure to expostulate in their m other tongue 
and so cause all to be recaptured. L en  then requested 
his com ely housew ife friend to go into the café to 
persuade them  to leave. In a flash o f  genius she 
storm ed into the cafe and in the role o f  the irate w ife 
boxed L en  W ilson ’s ears, berated G eorge Y o u n g  as 
the accessory' and pushed both o f  them  out o f  the 
door o f the café, all this to the loud w hoops and 
cheers o f the G erm an soldiery.

A  soon as the rescue was com pleted, and after 
sobering up, the two errants w ere supplied 
bicycles and passed along the escape route. Len  
W ilson was quizzed at M arseilles, his G eordie 
accent g iv in g cause for suspicion as a soldier from  a 
C ockney regim ent, and later passed to N orth  Africa, 
where he was eventually liberated b y  the A m erican 
forces. T h e  full story o f the tw o Lens leaves m uch to

be told, one I hope to tell at a later date.
S ince L e n  A rlington  returned hom e after the 

liberation o f France he had m ade num erous enquiries 
o f the present w hereabouts o f  L en  W ilson, but I 
could not help him . T w o  m onths ago I was in the 
“ W ellington” , H igh  R oad, W ood G reen, and wearing 
m y regim ental blazer. T h e  chap sitting next to me 
rem arked “ A h , the old D ie-H ards, eh ?”  I prom ptly 
asked him  his vintage and battalion, to receive the 
reply that he was “ D ”  C om pany, 2nd Battalion, and 
was the C om pan y C om m ander’s batm an. H e then 
-^ > gn ised  me as his C S M  o f G ospo rt and G onde- 
¿®rrt. I asked, “ S urely  you  m ust be L en  W ilson who

was put in the bag b y  Jerry at D u nkirk  and then 
escaped?”  “ Y es, that’s m e”  was the reply. It w as 
then, after 34 years, that I was able to arrange a re­
union o f the tw o Lens.

T h e  photograph on page 6 shows also tw o French  
patriots, M . Faucom prez, w ho suffered im prison­
m ent for harbouring L en  A rlin gton , and M . Fertein, 
an able lieutenant o f C apt. M ichael T roto bas, the 
“ Capitaine M ich e l”  o f  the Reseau Farm er-Sylvestre 
G roup. A lso  present on this occasion was M adam e 
Bonny, w ho in 1940 w as M adem oiselle M arcelle 
Brien, one o f tw o sisters w ho supplied L en  A rlington  
w ith  the forged identity card.

REGIMENTAL MUSEUM

C urator: M ajor R . W . J .  S m ith, M B E , T A V R  Centre, Deansbrook R d., Edgware, M iddx.

T h e  follow ing are recent acquisitions for the 
m useum :

Fram ed painting o f  O bo u rg station.
“ W anted”  poster o f G eorge G rivas.
L o n g  Service and G o o d  C on d u ct M edal.
G erm an field compass.

%
F r a m e d  O il P a in t in g  o f  O b o u rg  S ta tio n

T h is  painting shows the railway station o f O bourg 
as it w as w hen defended b y  “ D ”  C om pany, 4th 
Battalion T h e  D u ke o f C am b ridge’s O w n  (M id d le­
sex Regim ent) under the com m and o f C apt. H . E. L . 
(“ G u ssy ” ) G lass. In the foreground can be seen the 
canal and the road bridge, the approach to  w hich was 
dom inated by the position o f the troops in the upper 
room s o f  the build ing and on the flat roof at the end 
o f  the edifice. T h is  portion now  has a sloping roof 
the same as the rem ainder o f  the construction. It was 
here that L/14301 Pte. W . A . M erry  was killed, our 
first soldier o f  the Regim ent to be killed in action in 
W o rld  W a r I. H e was, in addition, the first battle 
casualty o f  this Battalion’s history, as it was their 
• f t t i s m  o f fire. T h e  official history relates how  shots 
were exchanged between “ D ”  C om pany, posted at 
the O bo u rg b ridge, and the G erm an cavalry at 6 a.m. 
T h e  artist has faithfu lly  copied a photograph taken at 
the tim e, depicting the terrain, now  in the course o f 
m odernisation, one change being the resiting o f the 
canal itself.

A t  the top left corner o f the painting he has draw n 
the regim ental cap badge and underneath the w ords 
“ O bo u rg 23 A ugust, 1 9 1 4 ” , Signed at the bottom  
right co m er “ A . Bordignon 1 9 7 4 ” .

T h e  presentation was m ade b y  M . R ene L an - 
gouche, President de 1’ Entente des G roupem ents 
patriotique, O bo u rg section.

Presented by the citizens of Obourg.

“ W anted” Poster— George Grivas
G eorge T h eo dorus G rivas, the m uch w anted 

leader o f  the m ilitant and m ilitary terrorists in 
C yprus, in M ay 1956 had a price o f  £10,000 on his 
head. A  cunning, ruthless and efficient leader, he was 
a thorn in the side o f the B ritish  forces on the island 
and an adversary' w ho always, through the lo yalty  o f 
his followers, was a step ahead o f his opponents.

T h e  poster gives four photographs o f him , the first 
as an officer o f  the G reek A rm y and three in  m ufti 
and ob viously taken m any years later, as th ey depict 
him  m uch heavier in  build  and the lines o f  strain 
show ing on his features.

T h e  poster rea d s:
£10,000 R E W A R D
£10,000 w ill be paid to any m em ber o f  the pub lic  
w ho gives inform ation leading to the arrest o f 

G E O R G E  T H E O D O R U S  G R I V A S  
whose photograph and description are given  b e lo w : 

*  *  *

D E S C R I P T I O N — A ge about 58, height 5 feet 
6 i  inches; m edium  to broad build  (possibly less 
thick set than indicated in photograph), strong
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broad face, sm all H itler-style m oustache, chestnut 
hair, bald on top (hair greying above ears and on 
tem ples), chestnut eves, dark and b ushy eyebrow s, 
E A R S  A R E  L A R G E  A N D  S E T  L O W  O N  
H E A D , w ide m outh w ith  firm jaw .

A N Y O N E  w ho gives this inform ation w ill be 
given

£10,000 IN  C A S H  
(or the equivalent in other sterling currency); 
w ill, i f  he or she desires, be taken into protective 
cu stod y; and w ill be given a free passage by sea or 
air w ith  British protection to any place in the w orld 
he or she desires outside C Y P R U S . T h e  jou rn ey 
«•ill be kept secret and so arranged that the 
destination w ill not becom e known.
B Y  O R D E R  O F  T H E  G O V E R N M E N T  O F  
C Y P R U S .
3rd M ay , 1956.
Presented by M r. D . R . Bennett (2310446), who 

served in Cyprus with the 1 st Battalion.

L o n g  S e r v i c e  a n d  G o o d  C o n d u c t  M e d a l
T h e  L o n g  S ervice  and G o o d  C on d u ct M edal 

dates back fo r A rm y  personnel to 1830, w hen it was 
instituted by K in g  W illiam  IV . T h e  early issues had 
the recipient’ s rank, nam e, regim ent and year o f 
aw ard stam ped or engraved on the rim  and w ere 
aw arded to soldiers o f  irreproachable character w ho 
had served 2 1 years in the in fantry or 20 years in the 
cavalry. It is now  aw arded to  warrant officers, 
N C O s  and m en o f  18 years’ service w hose character 
and con du ct throu ghout have been irreproachable. 
T h e  original pattern had a trop h y o f  arm s on the

obverse and the legend "F o r  long service and good 
con d u ct" on the reverse. T h e  obverse was altered 
when K in g  Edw ard V I I  ascended the throne, the 
trophy o f arms being replaced b y  an effigy o f  the 
m onarch, and has remained so since. T h e  original 
ribbon was plain crim son, whereas now  it is crim son 
w ith  w hite edges, being changed in the early days o f 
W orld W ar I due to the new ly recruited soldiers o f 
"K itch e n e r 's  A rm y ” , confusing it w ith  the ribbon of 
the A rm y V ictoria Cross, w hich also was crim son but 
w ider, as are all ribbons o f  Orders. T h is  particular 
m edal has the effigy o f K in g  G eorge V I on the i n ­
verse and suspended from  a bar denoting "R e g ^ p r 
A rm y ”  w ith  the inscription on the rim "6 1916 8 1 Pte.
S . F. S ibley, M idd x R ” . S tanley S ib ley  served con ­
tinuously in the 1 st Battalion from  July 22, 19 19, 
until A u gu st 13, 1938, when he retired to pension at 
his ow n request. H e is a m em ber o f the R egim ental 
Association and attends reunions and cerem onies x 
w ith  regularity.

Presented by M r. S . F . Sibley.

G e r m a n  F ie ld  C o m p a s s
T h is  small compass in a m etal and w ooden case 

z \  x  3m shaped like the letter U  was given to the 
donor b y  a wounded G erm an prisoner as th ey w ere 
being taken in the same am bulance, a horse-draw n 
Red C ross wagon, after the attack b y  23rd (Second 
Football) Battalion on the ham let o f  K orentje, 
Septem ber 29, 1918, during the fighting on the 
C om ines C anal. T h e  Battalion during the battle won 
m ost praiseworthy acknowledgem ent, capturing 110 
prisoners (one in the possession o f  a com pass!), 
five m edium  m achine guns, one light m achine gun 
and four field guns. T h e  Battalion casualties were 
five officers wounded, 25 other ranks killed and 105 
w ounded, one o f whom  was the donor o f this relic, 
ex-S gt. H . O xley  (G/87359). H enry O xley  is a w ell- 
know n name in cycling cham pionship circles and 
still holds the record m ade at H erne H ill on O ctob er 
25> *938, o f 42 m iles in the hour from  a standing 
start.

Presented by M r. Henry O xley, late 23rd Battalion.

  »

D IE -H A R D S  N E W S L E T T E R
O w in g to rising costs it w ill be necessary to increase 

the annual subscription to The Die-H ards News­
letter from  25P to sop per year as from  January 1, 
1975-

T h e  cost o f individual copies has had to be in ­
creased to 12p.

FR E E  N E W S L E T T E R S
T h e  E ditor wishes to thank M essrs. A . Baiiflb

F . E . B irdsall, R oy Bishop, R. E. Booker, A .^ r !  
Brow'n, E . S . D uffield, L . M . F. D yer, J. D . Forgham ,
C . H arper, E. A . James, M . G . L lo yd , W . M orton  
and W . H. Rippin for their generosity in paying extra 
subscriptions so that free issues o f  The Die-H ards 
Newsletter can be sent to deserving old com rades.

W. J. DARDRY
FLORIST

for

Flowers, Plants etc.

Telephone 346 5680 

10 H O L D E R S H ILL PA R A D E 

M IL L  H ILL • N W 7 1L Y

(O p p o s ite  H e n d o n  C e m e te ry  &  C r e m a t o r i u m !

PERSONAL JOTTINGS

W e send our heartiest congratulations to ex-Sgt. 
R oy Bishop on com pleting over 25 years w ith  the 
H ector Powe tailoring organisation, m ost o f the time 
as m anager o f  the W orth in g branch. T o  m ark the 
occasion a reception wras held at the firm ’s Regent 
Street, London, branch, when he was presented with 
a gold  w atch by the board o f directors.

¿■ D uring the 1939-45 w ar he served in the resus- 
^ R ated 1st Battalion and, during the later stages, was 
N o . 13 Platoon Sergeant to C apt. John G errard.

A n  old veteran w ho takes a keen interest in his 
branch o f the Regim ental Association is ex-Sgt. 
A rchie Brow n (6205970). It is understood that he has 

^ b e e n  a com m ittee m em ber o f the 9th Battalion (T A ) 
l^ lr a n c h  for 40 years, a w onderful record on w'hich he 

is to be heartily congratulated.
D u rin g  the 19 14 -18  war he served in the i/gth 

and 2/9th Battalions (T F )  until 1916, w'hen he was 
attached to the 13th Battalion T h e  East Surrey 
R egim ent. In the 1939-45 war he again served with 
the 9th Battalion under their new title, 60th S L  
R egim ent, w hich later was changed to 126 L A A  
R egim ent, R A , until 1942, when he was seconded 
for service in India w ith  the Indian R oyal A rtille n ’.

E x-C p l. R . W . (" T o p p e r” ) Brow n (6201258) is one 
o f  ou r new ly join ed  m em bers o f  the Regim ental 
Association. H e joined the 1st Battalion ( " B ”  C o m ­
pany) at M oascar in  D ecem ber 1935 and served w ith 
the Battalion at Singapore and H ong K o n g, where on 
the fall o f the colony he w as a P o W  at Cam p " S ”  
(Sham shuipo) until the end o f  the w ar w ith  Japan.

Congratulations to M ajor Peter Cheesem an on 
successfully com pleting the 14th G eneral Staff 
course (A rm y) at the Fuhrungsakadem ie der Bun- 
deswehr, H am burg, from  A p ril 1971 to Septem ber 
21, 1973, and on b eing aw arded the sym bol “ O S C  
(G E )”  against his name in the A rm y L ist.

• H e is now' serving as a com pany com m ander with 
2 Q u een ’s.

A  recent w elcom e visitor to R H Q  Edgw are was 
W O 2  J. D ickens, w ho is now  the C S M  o f  A dm . 
C om pany, 1 Q u een ’s. H e has ju st returned from 
Canada, w here the Battalion has been on a training 
exercise.

H e served w ith  the 1st Battalion in C yprus, 
H am eln and L y d d  and w ill be w ell rem em bered by 
those w ho w ere serving at that time.

H is present com pany com m ander is M ajor Bob 
Bartlett, also e x - is t  Battalion.

T h e  engagem ent has been announced between 
M ajor Peter G yb b o n -M o n yp en n v , younger son of 
M r. H . R. D . G yb b on -M on ev pen n y, C E E , and the 

d f e e  M rs. M . L . G yb bon -M on eypen n v, and D oronée 
^ P elicia , you nger daughter o f  M r. and M rs. S . J. 

C am pbell, S ydn ey, A ustralia.

w ho was stationed in Belgium  from  S eptem ber to 
D ecem ber 1944 and billeted w ith  M r. and M rs. D e 
W ilde at Vorselaar, near Antw erp.

M r. and M rs. D e  W ild e are now both over 90 
years o f age and w ould dearly like to hear from  him  
again.

A n y  reader w ho m ay know  the present address o f 
ex-C p l. H all is requested to notify  the Editor.

M ajor John H esketh is one o f  ou r recently joined 
m em bers o f the O fficers’ C lu b . H e was com m is­
sioned in the 9th Battalion ( T A )  in A u gu st 1938 and 
served w ith  431 Battery until the m iddle o f  1943. 
when he wras posted to India.

Congratulations to M ajor H ew son on his prom o­
tion to Lieutenant-C olonel and selection for com ­
m and o f  6th (V ) Battalion T h e  Q u een ’ s R egim ent, 
w'hich took effect from  A p ril 26 last.

W e w ish him  every sucess in his new' appointm ent.

A  quite unexpected, b ut v ery  w elcom e, visitor to 
R H Q  Edgw are recently was ex -S gt. C . J. H ow es, 
w'ho served w ith  the 9th Battalion (T A )  from  19 11 to 
1923. H e is now  81 years o f  age and lives at Bore- 
ham wood. H e had tw o brothers w'ho also served in 
the Regim ent.

W e have ju st heard that not only has C apt. Peter 
H ubert been prom oted to the rank o f  M ajor, b ut 
that he has also been aw arded the M B E  for gallantry 
in N . Ireland whilst serving w ith  H Q  39th Infantry 
Brigade, and we send him  ou r heartiest congratula­
tions.

H e is now  serving w ith  2 Q u een ’s.

W h ilst setting out on the pilgrim age to M on s on 
A u gu st 21 last the coach party, when em barking on 
the ferry at D o ver, m et one o f  ou r you nger D ie- 
H ards, ex-Pte. A . K e lly  (14700884), w ho had served 
in the resuscitated 1st Battalion in N W  E urope. H e 
has now  been enrolled as a m em ber o f  the R eg i­
mental Association and is anxious to attend some o f 
ou r functions, w here he hopes to m eet som e o f  his old 
com rades. H e is em ployed in the docks at D o ver 
w'here he has his home.

W e send ou r heartiest congratulations to the fo llo w ­
ing on their prom otion to the rank states, as notified 
in the h alf yearly prom otion list dated June 30, 1974: 
To Colonel :

L t.-C o l. B. H . M arciandi.
L t.-C o l. H . J. A . M oo re, o b e .

To M ajor 
C apt. R . A . Bartlett.
C apt. P. F . Packham .

In a letter ju st received L t.-C o l. G e o ff  M ason, at 
present serving on the B ritish  A rm y  T ra in in g  
L iaison  Staff, K enya, sends his best w ishes to all D ie- 
H ards w ho know  him .

O ne o f  ou r form er N ational S ervice officers, 2/Lt. 
A n th on y M ord en, has recently been enrolled as a

T h e  A ntw erp  Branch o f  the R oyal British Legion  
is trying to trace ex -L /C p l. W . H all (6212767), 2nd 
Battalion Princess L o u ise ’s K ensington R egim ent,
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m em ber o f  the Regim ental O fficers’ C lub .
H e did all his service w ith  ou r is t  Battalion. C O RRESPO N D EN CE

A fter the annual regim ental dinner w e w ere 
delighted to get B rigadier D ouglas Parker to rejoin 
the O fficers’ C lub .

D u rin g  the 1939-45 war, on com pletion o f  his tour 
as a M M G  instructor at N etheravon, he was posted 
as 2 IC  o f  o u r 7th Battalion (T A ) and served w ith  that 
Battalion in N orm andy. H e eventually succeeded to 
com m and w hen C ol. A n d rew  M an was given a senior 
staff appointm ent.

A s we go to press news has been received that M ajor 
M ichael Rose, w ho is serving as a contract officer 
w ith  the S u ltan ’s A rm ed Forces, stepped on a mine 
on S eptem ber 13 during an operation w hich he was 
leading in the western area o f  D hofar. A s  a tragic 
result o f  this both his feet have had to be am putated. 
H e has now  been evacuated to E ngland and is under­
going treatm ent in  Q ueen M a ry ’s H ospital, Roe- 
ham pton.

In the last tw o issues o f  The D ie-H ards Newsletter 
the publication o f  the unusual aw ard o f  three clasps 
to the T erritoria l D ecoration o f  tw o o f  ou r senior 
Territoria l A rm y  officers has prom pted L t.-C o l. 
D avid  Sim pson to  w rite and inform  us that he also 
has three clasps to his T erritoria l D ecoration, the last 
b eing aw arded in  1958.

O n A u gu st 3 1, 1974, B ruce W aldron, the on ly  son 
o f  M ajor and M rs. Frank W aldron, was m arried at 
Elham  C h u rch , near C anterb ury, K en t, to  A ngela 
C o x , and w e send them  ou r best wishes for their 
future happiness.

E x.-P te. H arry G . W oodw ard  is another new ly 
jo in ed  m em ber o f  th e Regim ental Association. H e 
enlisted in 1942 and served in  the 70th (Y oun g 
Soldiers) Battalion until after the war, when he was 
posted to the 2nd Battalion as a driver-m echanic. H e 
ended his service w ith  the is t  Battalion and w as d is­
charged in  1946.

H e was a v ery  keen b oxer and footballer and 
played cricket for M id d lesex  Schoolboys.

From : M ajor C . H . K .  Fisher, M C , D L ,J P ,  Presi­
dent, M iddlesex Committee Arm y Benevolent Fund  

Beverley,
56 T w y fo rd  Avenue,

A cton, W 3.
A u gu st 20, 1974.

C ol. F . W alden, m b e , d l ,

Editor, The D ie-H ards Nezvsletter,
Deansbrook Road, 4 b)
Edgw are, M iddlesex.

D ear C ol. W alden,
T h a n k  you for the June issue o f  The Die-H ards 

Newsletter. I w as interested to read under benevolent 
cases the help received from  the A rm y Benevolent 
Fund. a

I w ould like to bring this fund to the notice o W  
m em bers, as it is not too w ell known.

I form ed the main M iddlesex A ppeal F un d C o m ­
m ittee in 1964, and was chairm an till 1974, w hen I 
becam e president. D u rin g this tim e approxim ately 
£20,000 has been raised.

I have appeal com m ittees w orking in each London 
borough in the M iddlesex area o f G reater London 
except H aringey.

I f  any m em ber w ould like to help w ith  this appeal 
I w'ould be pleased to put them  in  touch w ith  the 
appropriate chairman.

T h e  fund does so m uch for soldiers, ex-soldiers 
and their fam ilies it needs all the support possible.

Y ou rs sincerely,
H o w a r d  F i s h e r .

D ate  1974 
Sunday, 

O ctob er 27

Saturday, 
N o vem b er 9

Sunday, 
N o vem b er 10

F O R T H C O M IN G  E V E N T S
Event

A ttendance at C h u rch  Parade, 
R oyal H ospital, C helsea.

C erem ony at F ield  o f  R em em ­
brance, W estm inster A b b ey.

R em em brance D a y S ervice at 
I Inglis Barracks, M ill H ill, 

follow ed b y  Reunion at T A V R  
Centre, Edgw are.

Parsons
and

Printing

O ver a C en tu ry-o ld  Partnersh ip  . . .
L ike the Services w e have a tradition to uphold, at the same tim e taking ad- A  
vantage o f  scientific progress in this age o f  m echanisation, yet m aintaining 
through a special departm ent, a personal and helpful link with ou r custom ers 
whom  we are ever willing to  advise and assist in the production o f  their journals

F I DAQCnUQ ITn '̂ew"Paj>®r House, 8-16 Great New Street, Lon-
I .  U . r A K o U N o  L I U  don E C 4 P4 E R . Telephone 01-3531030. Works

at Hastings and Folkestone.
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It is w ith  deep regret that we have to announce 
that the follow ing have d ie d :.
A m b l e r — O n  July 14, 1974, after a long illness 

courageously borne, S/Sgt. C hristopher A m bler, 
. s o n  o f  ex-S gt. and M rs. R. E. A m bler.

« k n e l l — O n S eptem ber 7, 1974, in hospital, 
D orothy M a y  Bicknell, w idow  o f L t.-C o l. H . P. F. 
B icknell, d s o , w ho com m anded the 2nd Battalion 
from  S eptem ber 28, 1924, to Septem ber 27, 1928. 

C o o k e — O n A u gu st 22, 1974, L t.-C o l. C edric Paul 
C ooke, j p , late 22nd (Cheshire) R egim ent, aged 59. 
W hen in 1943 the S upport C om panies o f the re-

• sucitated is t  Battalion w ere reorganised into 
groups he w as posted to the Battalion and served 
w ith  “ A ”  G rou p  under the com m and o f the late 
M ajor R. W . D . Sw ord, m c .

D a w s o n — O n A u gu st 27, 1973, Edith M arion, aged 
92, w ido w  o f  L t.-C o l. A . G . D aw son, late 3rd 
Battalion, w ho was killed in action on A p ril 22, 
19 17, and beloved m other o f  M ajor G . C . Dawson. 

E l s e — O n  A pril 4, 1974, C ol. Francis H erm an Else, 
aged 67. H e was com m issioned on A u gu st 30, 
1926, as a Second-L ieutenant in the Regim ent from 
the Royal M ilitary  C ollege, Sandhurst, w here he 
achieved considerable success both as a senior 
under-officer and as captain o f  the Sandhurst 
R ugger X V . H e was posted to the 2nd Battalion, 
then stationed in India at A hm ednagar, and served 
w ith  that battalion until he attained the rank o f 
C aptain in 1937, w hen he transferred to the R A O C  
as an O rdnance O fficer 4th Class. H e eventually 
reached the rank o f  C olonel (and O rdnance Officer 
is t  Class) and retired as such on June 2, i960. 

H e r a p a t h — O n June 16, 1974, L t.-C o l. L ionel 
H enry John de la M ore H erapath, aged 66. H e was 
com m issioned on Septem ber 1, 1927, as a Second- 
Lieutenant in the Regim ent from  the Royal 
M ilitary  C ollege, Sandhurst. H e w'as posted to the

• is t  Battalion and served w ith  that Battalion in 
Palestine and E gyp t until January 1936, w hen he 
was seconded for service under the Colonial Office 
in East A frica. T h ere  he served w ith  the K in g ’s 
A frican  Rifles both as a regim ental officer and as a 
staff officer, attaining the temporary' rank of 
Lieutenant-C olonel, until A p ril 1944, when he 
returned to this country and wras posted to 26 
M G T C .  From  O ctober 1944 onw ards he served in 
N W  E urope until the end o f  the war. H e wras ap­
pointed tem porarily to com m and the 2nd Battalion 
July 12, 1945. O n  relinquishing com m and in June 
1946 he held second-grade staff appointm ents at 
the W ar Office and N orthern  Ireland D istrict until 
S eptem ber 1948, when he w as appointed tem ­
porary Lieutenant-C olonel again and A A  &  Q M G  
in C eylon. T h is  was follow ed b y  a sim ilar appoint- 

^J^nent w ith the British M ilitary  M ission in Ethiopia 
in July 1950. O n return to the U n ited  K ingdom  in 
June 1951 he was appointed M ilitary  Assistant 
( G S O i)  to the Assistant C ontroller o f  Supplies 
(Q uartering). T h is  was follow ed b y  another staff 
appointm ent as A Q M G  (Q uartering) at H Q  
British A rm y o f the R hine from  O ctob er 1952

until N o vem b er 1955. W hilst holding this appoint­
m ent he was prom oted to substantive Lieutenant- 
C olonel in A p ril 1953. H e retired in N ovem ber 
1955 and was then em ployed as a retired officer 
G rad e 3 at H Q  H anover D istrict and R hine Area, 
and later at H Q  W ales D istrict, Brecon.

N o r r i s h — O n  A u gu st 22, 1974, M illicen t, aged 82, 
w idow  o f C apt. W . N orrish, w ho was killed in 
action at Y p res on A u gu st 27, 1917» w hilst serving 
w ith  the 4/ioth  (T F )  Battalion.

O r m e s — O n  Septem ber 8, 1974, ex -L /C p l. H arry 
G eorge O rm es (6196036), aged 66. H e enlisted 
in February 1924 and served continuously in the 
C orps o f  D ru m s o f  the is t  Battalion for 12 years 
until his discharge in February' 1936. H e was one o f 
four brothers w ho served in the R egim ent, tw o o f 
whom  are now  deceased, the eldest and the 
youngest.
It was unfortunate that news o f  his death was not 
received in tim e to enable a representative to be 
sent to the funeral.

O s b o r n — O n July 7, 1974, ex-Pte. L eslie  W illiam  
O sborn (6192509), aged 69. “ G in g e r”  or “ R u sty”  
O sborn enlisted into the R egim ent on June 2, 
1920, and tw o days after enlisting he was posted 
to the 3rd Battalion, then on strike duty' at D over, 
having been recalled from  the British A rm y  o f  
O ccupation on the Rhine. H e served w ith  this 
Battalion at C ologne (K ron p rin z Barracks, K alk) 
and in U p p er Silesia (Beuthen) w hen it was part o f 
the U p p er Silesian P lebiscite Force. H e was one o f 
a large draft sent from  the 3rd Battalion to jo in  the 
2nd Battalion, then stationed in C airo , and about 
to m ove to Singapore in H M T  Huntsend, on w hich 
the draft was also sailing. H e served w ith the 2nd 
Battalion in Singapore and A hm ednagar, India, 
w here he com pleted his seven years’ C olo u r 
service. O n  return to the U nited  K in gd o m  in 
D ecem ber 1927 he was transferred to the A rm y 
R eserve.
H e kept in touch w ith  the R egim ent and w as a 
friend o f M r. S . J. W allace (6196203), to  w hom  w e 
are indebted for the news o f the decease o f  this old 
D ie-H ard.

R e d m o n d — O n  A ugust 14, 1974, ex -S gt. J. R edm ond, 
aged 41. H e enlisted early in  1953 and took a p re­
m ature redundancy discharge in 1972. M ost o f  his 
service was spent w ith  the is t  Battalion.
H e was a v ery  good sportsm an, especially at 
Association football.

S e a m a r k — O n  Septem ber 19, 1974, ex-P te. A lb ert 
V icto r Seam ark (TF/292825), aged 87. H e en ­
listed in February' 1916 and w as posted to the 
3 /ioth  (T F )  Battalion w hen the third line T F  
units w ere recruiting to fill the gaps in their ranks. 
H e was later posted to the i/ io th  (T F )  Battalion 
in India. W hen  that battalion w as preparing to 
return to this cou ntry to  be disem bodied A lb ert 
Seam ark was one o f  a draft o f  signallers sent to is t  
Battalion T h e  R oyal Sussex R egim ent, w ho were 
on active service in the K h y b e r  Pass. A fter six 
m onths on the frontier he w as posted hom e for
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discharge and w as eventually  aw arded the Indian 
G eneral S ervice  M ed a l w ith  clasp “ Afghanistan, 
N W F  19 19 ” .

S l o a n — O n  June 2 2 , 1 9 7 4 ,  ex-P ipe M ajor W illiam  
Sloan, b e m  (PS, 2178). H e w as a m em ber o f  the 
pipe band o f  the 16th (P u blic Schools) Battalion, 
and subsequently becam e a notable figure in the 
pip ing w orld. H e w as Pipe M ajor o f  the band 
w hich  w on the w orld cham pionship four tim es and 
latterly the honorary president o f  the Scottish Pipe 
Band Association.

S t e w a r t — O n  Septem ber 4, 1974, e x - C p l . Donald 
Ernest Stew art (F. 1039), aged 82. H e enlisted in 
the 17th (F irst Football) Battalion in M arch  1915 
and served w ith  that unit throughout its active 
life and w as discharged at the end o f  hostilities in 
1919. H e re-enlisted again into the Regim ent in 
O ctob er 1941 w ith  the A rm y  n um ber 6216318 and 
was posted to the 7th  Battalion. H e was later trans­

ferred to the Royal M ilitary  Police (“ Blue C ap s” ) 
and serv ed w ith that C orps until he was discharged 
in 1945.
H e was a m em ber o f the M ill H ill Branch o f the 
Regim ental Association and kept in touch until 
shortly before his death.

A s  all the inform ation is not yet available, a full 
obituary notice on L t.-C o l. D . B W atson, m c , 

w ho died on A ugust 29, 1974, w ill be pub lished  in 
a subsequent Newsletter.

m

ASSOCIATION NEWS

S e cre la ry ’s Notes

B e n e v o le n t  C a s e s
D u rin g  the period January 1 to Septem ber 30, 

Î 974» the sum  o f  £858 w'as expended from  the 
C haritable F un d in m aking grants to 57 ex-m em bers 
o f  the Regim ent.

D o n a tio n s — C h a r ita b le  F u n d
T h e  S ecretary gratefu lly  acknow ledges donations to 

the C haritable F un d from  M rs. F. Beesley (in 
m em ory o f  her late husband, Pte. F . B eesley, 2/ioth 
Battalion) and M r. P. H artnett.

A n n u a l P a r a d e — B e lg ia n  O C A
A  party from  the R egim ental Association attended 

the annual Belgian O C A  parade on S un day, Ju ly  21, 
at the H orse G u ard s and m arched to the C enotaph. 
T h e  Standard was carried b y  M r. F . H awes.

C r ic k e t — J o h n  P la y e r  L e a g u e  M a tc h , M id d le s e x  
v  K e n t

O u r v isit to L o rd ’s cricket grou nd this year was 
spo ilt b y  rain. O n arrival we w ere given  a box 
togeth er w ith  a fu lly  equipped bar and w e waited all 
day in great com fort for p lay to start. F inally  at 4 p.m . 
the authorities decided that no play was possible and

we left for hom e in good spirits even though w e had 
not seen a ball bowled. O u r gratefu l thanks go to 
M r. G u s Farley (e x -1/7th Battalion), w ho is on the 
staff at L o rd ’s, for m aking ou r party so com fortable.

S u m m e r  O u tin g  —
T h e  outing organised this year was a v isit to 

Brighton. It took place on Sunday, S eptem ber 22, 
and was attended by 52 m em bers and their fam ilies. 
W e stopped for lunch at the W hite H orse Inn, 
H urstpierpoint, and then proceeded on to the coast. 
L u ckily  the weather remained fine although w indy. 
W e w ere well supported by the H ounslow  and M ill 
H ill branches. N u m bers w ere restricted to one coach­
load ow ing to the difficulty in finding a place to seat 
m ore than 52 for lunch.

B r a n c h e s
a. T h e  secretary o f the H ong K o n g  Branch o f  the 

Regim ental Association is now  Capt. S im on Yates, 
w ho has taken over from L t.-C o l. M . F. Leonard, 
w'ho is returning to the U K  in February next year. 
C apt. Y ates is serving with H Q , Lan d F o r c e s ^ ^  
S taff Captain “ Q ”  (Q uartering). H e was origin J i P  
M iddlesex R egim ent and becam e Q u een ’s R egi­
m ent on the amalgamation.

b. M r. G ordon Y o u n g  has taken over the duties of 
secretary o f  the H ounslow  Branch.

A . E. F. W .
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E A L IN G  B R A N C H
T h ere  is very little to w rite about in this issue. 

N in ety  per cent, o f  ou r m em bers have voted to 
am algam ate w ith  the H ounslow  Branch and we hope 
they w ill accept us, although it w ill not increase the 
attendance at their m eetings to a great extent. I 
called in the other T h u rsd a y  and it was a treat to 
have a glass o f  som ething in com fort— a nice bar, 
nice people. L e t us hope that the M inistry o f D efence 
keep it so. Several o f  ou r m em bers have taken ad­
vantage o f special coach tours for the elderly and all 
report a v ery  good holiday, including m yself. O ur 

^fck, elderly and lame m em bers keep going and I pay 
m em  a v isit w hen I can.

T h e y  all send good wishes to D ie-H ards every­
where.

A l b e r t  W h i t e

• H O U N S L O W  B R A N C H
O nce again it has been the unfortunate duty o f  the 

w riter o f  these notes to apologise for the long 
om ission o f  news concerning the H ounslow  Branch. 
N evertheless I have been instructed by our benevo­
lent board o f  com m itteem en to get som e editorial 
experience and see to it that w e use our allocation of 
space in the Newsletter.

O u r branch has managed to m aintain its strength 
over the last couple o f  years o f  about 30 m em bers, 
but w e hope over the next few  m onths to find ways of 
increasing this figure substantially. W e, along w ith 
other branches, no doubt, w ith  the same intentions, 
will be looking for ex -Q u een ’s m en as w ell as D ie- 
H ards to join  our ranks.

N o w  a few  words about our activities. W e were 
delighted to w elcom e “ Fan n y”  W alden and Frank 
W aldron on one o f our T h u rsd a y evening gatherings 
during A u gu st and w e hope they enjoyed seeing how 
we behave ourselves on clu b  nights and look forward 
to m ore visits in future.

W e held a very successful social-disco on the last 
S aturday in A u gu st, when w e w ere ably assisted in 
the catering, etc., by C liv e  Stock and his band of 
m erry C adets. T h a n k  you for you r efforts. D espite 
the fact it looked at one tim e like a takeover attempt

• b y  “ T a ffy ”  Roberts and som e ex-colleagues o f  the 
11 Para and 8 M x  T A  days in the shape o f S er­
geants M ess stalwarts A rth u r Russell, L en  U n d er­
dow n and Joe Phelan, w e w ho know  them  let bygones 
be bygones and then w elcom e and hope they call 
again and perhaps rope them  in as m em bers! O f 
course, things w ere never the same in ou r days.

I m ust say a few  w ords about our very good rela­
tions at H ounslow  drill hall w ith  the resident 
Q ueen ’s T A  platoon, w ho always support our social 
functions so w ell and m anage to keep us in touch with 
events w ithin the Regim ent. O ne wonders at times 
w hether M ick  W ard has am bitions o f  becom ing the 
M ayor or m aybe a governor-general w hen one con­
siders his tw in loyalties o f still b eing a serving T A  
soldier and also a branch m em ber and our treasurer. 
K eep  it up, M ichael! H enry Rae (our resident 

p ia n is t)  manages to pop in now  and then, but rum our 
it that he was seen skulking around the alleys of 

Fam agusta ju st prior to the current troubles in that 
part o f  the w orld, ostensibly on holiday! W hat with 
his frequent forays across the Channel w e were 
beginning to think he w as taking the European C o m ­
m un ity a b it too seriously.

In conclusion, it goes without saying that any D ie -  
H ard m em ber w ill be welcom e on any T h u rsd a y 
evening at H anw orth Road, and w e send greetings to 
our other branches from  us all at H ounslow.

G .Y .

M I L L  H IL L  B R A N C H
Births, m arriages and deaths, or as Brigadier 

Procter used to  declare when he was A djutan t, 
“ hatched, m atched and despatched” , appear else­
where in this Newsletter, therefore I w ill w rite about 
those w ho correspond or appear during the quarter.

Since the last Newsletter we have had som e rain. 
N o  doubt you  chaps have noticed it. O ne chap w ho 
has spent som e tim e aw ay from  the rain is “ T in y ”  
G oddard, m m , b e m , w ho, w ith  M ollie , has ju st paid a 
visit to H ong K o n g. H is letter is a com bination o f  
sadness, rem iniscence and pride w hich  he found 
difficult to pen on his return. H e w as im pressed by 
the w onderful tribute at the m ain w ar graves plot 
and took photographs o f the headstones o f  som e o f  
his com rades. T h e  names he m entioned are C ol. 
L . A . N ew nham  g c , m c , C apt. D . W est, L t. M . H . 
Falconar, 2/Lts. W . A . M ackin lay, P. B. W yn ter, 
Sgts. T .  H . Johns, J. R ich , C pls. A . W . R ym er,
E. W infield, L /C pls. S . W . C heal, P . A . N elm s, 
Ptes. K . W . A lexand er, E. C . G eary , S . J. H ow , 
J. A . M erry, S . N ibo rw ich , W . G . C . S tu tz  and F. W . 
T oo m ey. O u r old soldier w ill gladly send a p h oto­
graph to any relative or friend wrho desires one. 
W hilst in H on g K o n g  he m et ex-Pte. Jackson, w ho 
is now  a security' guard at Lan d Forces H Q , and Joe 
Lapsky, w'ho has a printing business in Icehouse 
Street. A  query from  “ T in y ” : he w ants to know  
what becam e o f  L /C pl. “ D a rk y”  D u n n e w ho w as to 
be beheaded.

Jim m y Sm ith, m m , one o f  ou r veterans o f  the 
Battle o f M on s and now chairm an o f  the L eed s O ld  
Contem ptibles Association, was sorrow ful he could 
not make the trip to the battlefield w ith  us this year 
due to ulcers on his legs. H e rem ains in tou ch  w ith  
the fam ily o f  C o l.— late G en eral— H ull, the C o m ­
m anding O fficer o f  the 4th Battalion, to w hom  he wras 
groom . G eneral H u ll’s daughter, M rs. Sw inburn, 
whose husband, G eneral Sw-inburn o f  51 D iv , w as on 
the staff o f G eneral H ull as a you n g officer, has ju st 
w ritten to tell Jim m y that her tw o sons are about to 
take up new  appointm ents, L t.-C o l. D avid  S w in b urn  
to take com m and o f  a Sapper regim ent and M ajor 
R ichard S w inb urn  to be an instructor at the S taff 
College, the third generation in that jo b .

Jack T ip p in g  keeps up a lively  correspondence 
from  V ictoria, A ustralia, w hilst “ P ip ”  C onner, m m , 

cheerfully  w rites from  O ntario, Canada. Bill Lee, 
“ L /C pl. (retd)”  as he norm ally signs o ff his screeds, 
is now’ feeling m uch better after his bout o f  indis­
position and has thoroughly enjoyed his convales­
cence and holiday; he looks forw ard to jo in in g us at 
future reunions. M ajor Bill L an e, m b e , w rites from  
P ickw ick, C orsham , W ilts, and requests m e to pass 
on his salutations to old friends. A  sim ilar m essage 
was contained in a letter from  that old  2nd Battalion 
Bandsm an, Fred “ U g ly ”  H ogg, w ho has not been so 
wrell recently and finds the jo u rn ey  from  L eed s to 
London a b it too m uch for him . A  contem porary o f 
“ U g ly ”  is A rth u r L ew in , whose father was killed in 
action w ith  the 13th Battalion in 1915. H is grand-
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father w as the Sergeant Instructor o f M u sketry  in 
1879, w hen the 77th w as the best shooting regim ent 
in the A rm y. H is m other, w ho for m any years lived 
in m arried quarters, w as 91 on O ctob er 7 last. His 
brother. B ill, w as a Bandsm an in the 1st Battalion 
and a contem porary o f the C h illery  brothers. H e 
should know  how  to fix his cap badge.

T h e  last tw o soldiers to be m entioned in these 
b rie f notes did  not serve in our ranks but had contact 
— violent— w ith  us on A u gu st 23, 1914. Both send 
greetings to you  all and w ish you pleasure in the 
years ahead w ith  admiration from  soldiers to soldiers. 
T h e y  are G eneralleutnunt H elm uth Beukm ann and 
Paul G lind em ann. Both w ere subalterns in the 
regular G erm an A rm y in  A u gu st 1914 and fought 
at M ons.

I also send greetings on b eh alf o f  ou r m em bers to 
m em bers o f  all ou r sister branches and to D ie- 
H ards w ho m ay read these notes and w ho are more 
than w elcom e to sw ell our num bers.

M a j o r  D i c k  S m i t h

W O ’S &  S G T S  B R A N C H
H ow  tim es flies! It seem s that no sooner has one 

subm itted on e’s contribution for one q uarter’s issue 
o f  the regim ental Newsletter than one is called upon 
for notes for the next issue. T h is  m ay be because these 
last few  issues o f the Newsletter have been delayed by 
disputes at the printers, over w hich  our E ditor has 
no control. T h e  E ditor has, how ever, when apologis­
ing for this delay, said that, having taken this up w ith  
the printers, he hopes that future publications will 
be back to norm al.

W e  w elcom e into the branch the follow ing new 
m em bers, w ith  hopes that th ey w ill becom e regulars 
at ou r m onthly gath erin gs: C on ducto r A . N . Carm an, 
R A O C , W O 2  J. M edland, R A P C , E. J. Th om pson  
and J. T u rn e r.

T h is  brigh t news, how ever, is overshadow ed by 
the sad news o f  the sudden death, after a heart attack, 
o f  that v ery  popular and ever cheerful m em ber, 
Jim m y R edm ond, w ho passed aw ay on A u gu st 14 
and w as b uried  in C oven try  on A u gu st 20. Prior to 
him  and his fam ily m oving to C oven try, Johnny was 
a fairly  freq uent visitor to the branch m eetings, 
although ow in g to  w orking on a Saturd ay he could 
not arrive until rather latish and alw ays brought 
along som ething for the raffle; often when unable to 
attend he sent along som ething b y  another m em ber. 
H is sm iling face and cheerful countenance w ill be

sadly missed by all w ho knew him. A  floral tribute 
from  the branch was sent and although K eith  L loyd  
attended the funeral as a personal friend I am sure he 
represented us all by show ing our last respects in a 
silent prayer to a respected com rade. M ay you rest in 
peace, old com rade. O u r deepest sym pathy is ex ­
tended to his w ife and fam ily.

T h is  last quarter has been the period o f  sum m er 
holidays, when m any o f our m em bers got aw ay from 
the daily grind and toil. H ow ever, although it m ade a 
certain am ount o f difference in the attendances at our 
m eetings, w e still m anaged to m uster w ell over 30 
each m onth, w hich is a creditable reflection on m eja ^  
b ers’ interest in the branch.

A  regular visitor to our m onthly m eetings whom  
we are always delighted to see is C ol. "F a n n y ”  
W alden. H is interest in branches and their acitivites 
grows stronger as tim e passes. H e always manages to 
spend time at each table for a chat and a joke and 
m akes sure that before he leaves he has had a wor<L 
or tw o w ith  all those present, never leaving until 
has said good night to everyone individually. T h is  is 
a very good exam ple o f the show ing o f one w ho led 
us into war leading us in peace.

T h e  m onthly raffles continue w ith the same sup­
port as in the past and our annual C hristm as draw, 
w hich has ju st started, has aroused the same interest 
as all previous ones. T h e  support for the latter is 
v ery encouraging; so far we have exceeded the 
num ber o f shares sold over the same period last year.
A  prom ising outlook for an even b etter draw  this 
year than last and w ith  the entertainm ent account 
looking very rosy it prom ises to be an even better 
C hristm as m eeting than those w e have held in the 
past.

A t  our A G M  held in June w e w ere reluctantly 
called upon to accept the resignation o f  the office of 
chairm an from  M ajor Les H oneybun. D u rin g  his 
term  in office his encouragem ent to us all and the 
help he gave us were a major contribution to the 
success we have experienced. A lthough w e shall miss 
him  w e have in his successor, M ajor Bert Peasley, 
one w ho I know w ill carry on w here Les left off, 
g iv in g that same help and encouragem ent w ith  the 
same am ount o f enthusiasm  as did his predecessor.

A n d  now  before I get a blister from  ou r w orthy 
E ditor w ith a rem inder that ou r contribution is over-^ £p  
due I w ill say cheerio w ith  best wishes to all D ie- 
H ards and success to all branches.

L e n  J o h n s o n
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