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REMEMBRANCE DAY CEREMONIES 1973

T h e  F ie ld  o f  R e m e m b r a n c e
O u r annual cerem ony at the F ield  o f  Rem em ­

brance at W estm inster A b b e y  took place this year on 
Saturday, N ovem ber 10, w hen an even larger 
num ber o f ex-m em bers o f the R egim ent than last 
year w ere present.

T h e  civic dignitaries w ho attended w ere again 
headed b y  L t.-G en era l G . C . Bucknall, c b , m c , d l , 

Assistant L ieutenant o f the M id d lesex  A rea o f 
G reater London and the V ice-C h airm an  o f the 
G reater London C ouncil.

A ll the boroughs ly ing w ithin the old cou nty of 
M idd lesex w ere represented, except Brent and 
R ichm ond-on-Tham es.

A fter the usual short service at the C ou n ty  
, '^ ^ n o r ia l in the M idd lesex G u ild h all, conducted by 

v V ery  Reverend M onsignor Ralph B row n, JCD, 

late is t  Battalion, a procession headed b y  Sgt. L . T .  
P lum b as acting R S M  and M r. S. K ersw ill carrying 
the R egim ental Association standard, and escorted 
b y  four o f our C helsea Pensioners (Sgts. H ead and

Rathbone, and IPs Fulton and W orton), form ed up 
and m oved to the R egim ental plot.

A t  the plot the cerem ony follow ed the usual pro­
cedure. C ol. A . S . J. de S . C layton , d l , D epu ty  
C olonel (M iddlesex) T h e  Q u een ’s R egim ent, after 
saying “ W e plant these crosses today in m em ory of 
ou r fallen com rades o f the M idd lesex R egim en t” , 
planted the first cross. H e then invited the Assistant 
L ieutenant o f  the M idd lesex A rea o f G reater L ondon 
to plant a cross. T h e  A ssistant Lieutenant was 
follow ed b y  the C haplain  and, after him , the repre­
sentatives o f the underm entioned battalions in the 
order show n:
is t  B n .— C ol. H . J. A . M oore, o b e

2nd B n .— L t.-C o l. T .  W . C hattey, o b e

3rd B n.— Brigadier B. B. Rackham , c b e , m c , d l

4th B n .— M r. C . A sh b y
5th Bn. (T A )— L t.-C o l. G . WT. W eb b er, t d

7th Bn. (T A )— C apt. J. S pencer Richards
1 /8th Bn. (T A )— C o l. M . H . Sum m ers, d s o , o b e ,

T D , DL
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2, 8th Bn. (T A )— M r. A . G ale
9th Bn. (T A )— M r. R. T .  M eers
1,10 th Bn. (T A )— M r. A . D . Scudam ore, o b e

2 ,10th Bn. ( T A )— L t.-C o l. D . B . W atson, m c

12th (S) B n .— M r. J. Price
17th (S) Bn.— C apt. E. C rook, Dc m

19th (S) Bn.— A ir. J. H . Farm er
Crosses w ere then planted by the civic dignitaries 

present in the follow ing order:
T h e  V ice-C h airm an  o f the G reater London C ouncil 

and M rs. C ooper 
T h e  M ay o r and M ayoress (C ouncillor and M rs.

Frank G ibson) o f  the London Borough o f Barnet 
T h e  D e p u ty  M ayor and D epu ty  M ayoress (C ouncillor 

and M rs. A . W . S urry) o f  the London Borough 
o f Ealing

T h e  D e p u ty  M ay or (Alderm an A . W . A . Poole) of 
the L ondon Borough o f  Enfield 

T h e  D eputy- M ayor and D epu ty  M ayoress (C ou n ­
cillor and M rs. Frederick A . K n igh t) o f  the 
L ondon Borough o f  H aringey 

T h e  Deputy' M ayor and D epu ty  M ayoress (C ou n ­
cillor and M rs. E . J. H arkett) o f the London 
B orough o f  H arrow  

T h e  Deputy' M ay o r and Deputy' M ayoress (C ou n ­
cillor and M rs. J. E . E . W alters) o f the London 
B orough o f H illingdon 

T h e  Deputy' M ay o r and Deputy' M ayoress (C ou n ­
cillor and M rs. J. W . H . C oveney) o f  the London 
B orough o f  H ounslow
F in ally  a cross was planted b y  M r. A . R. D rane in 

m em ory o f  those bandsm en and drum m ers o f the 
R egim ent w ho had m ade the suprem e sacrifice.

R e g im e n ta l S e r v ic e

A s is now  custom ary, we com bined w ith  the H om e 
Postal and C ourier Com m unications D epot R E  for 
the Rem em brance Da}' service in the G arrison 
C hapel, Inglis Barracks, M ill H ill, on Sunday, 
N ovem ber 11. T h e  service, w hich was conducted by 
the R ev. D . M . T .  W alter, c f , C haplain to the 1st 
Battalion T h e  W elsh G uards, follow ed the usual 
form. T h ere  was a large congregation present—  
slightly larger in fact than last year— both in the 
chapel and at the Regim ental W ar M em orial. W e 
were particularly pleased to have with us on this 
occasion that fine old 4th Battalion Battle o f 
veteran G eorge G arrett (L/9904), now  in his 80th 
year and looking in fine fettle. W e w ere also delighted 
that H ighgate School C C F  w ere again represented 
b y their com m ander, M ajor J. A . C oom bs, and their 
sergeant-major, R S M  G . Chittock, b e m , w ho was, as 
usual, im m aculately turned out and wearing the 
badges o f the M iddlesex Regiment.

D raw n up in hollow  square round the W ^ ^ ^  
M em orial were detachm ents from  H om e P C C I^ ^ F  
R E , “ A ”  C om pany (M x), 6th (V) Battalion T h e  
Q ueen ’ s Regim ent, 211 (Edgware) C adet C om pany, 
M ill H ill, and 9th Battalion branches o f the D ie- 
H ards C lub.

A fter the Exhortation our bugler, M r. G eorge 
Chacksfield, sounded Last Post to signal the begin­
ning and Reveille to signal the end o f the two m inutes’ 
silence.

W reaths were then laid at the foot o f  the W ar 
M em orial on behalf o f the follow ing in m em ory o f 
those m em bers o f the Regim ent w ho had made the 
suprem e sacrifice:

R egim ental Association, by C ol. A . S . J. de S. 
C layton, d l

1st, 2nd, 3rd, 4th Bns. and D epot, b y  C ol. H . J. A . 
M oore, o b e

5th and 6th (M ilitia) Bns., by Capt. E . C rook, d c m  

“ D ”  C oy. (M x), 5th (V) Bn. T h e  Q u een ’s R egt., 
b y L t. T .  C . R. H utton 

“ A ”  C oy. (M x) 6th (V ) Bn. T h e  Q u een ’s R egt., by 
C apt. F . W ebb 

M iddlesex H om e G uard, by M ajor C . E . E. S c o ^ f c  
M ill Hill Branch, T h e  D ie-H ards C lub , b y M r. A . M ^ ^  

M ason

9th Bn. Branch T h e  D ie-H ards C lub , b y M r. W . D . 
Fitzgerald

W O s and Sergeants Branch, T h e  D ie-H ards C lub, 
b y M r. P. Edwards.

A n d  a Poppy Cross by M rs. Pat N ew m an in 
m em ory o f her late husband, M ajor P ercy N e w ­
man, MBE

A t the m arch past w hich follow ed the laying of 
wreaths the salute was taken b y  C ol. A . S. J. de S. 
C layton, d l , who was accom panied b y  C ol. L . P. 
Bennett, Com m andant o f the H om e Postal and 
C ourier Com m unications D epot RE.

A fter the parade those w ho had taken part or had 
been spectators made their w ay to the D rill H all at 
Edgw are, where a very happy and successful reunion 
took place.

P e t e r  M c R a e
& C O M P A N Y  L IM IT ED

L ife A ssurance Consultants 

Insurance an d  M ortgage Brokers

14-16 West Street, East Grinstead, 
Sussex

Telephone: East Grinstead 25977

Did you know  that besides protecting 

your family, life assurance can assist in 

other fields, such as education, house 

purchase, pension, and estate du ty? We 

specialise in the needs of service person­

nel and w ou ld  be pleased to advise.

W e make no charges

W e also have departm ents specialising  

in other form s o f general insurances 

w hich  are at your service
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REGIMENTAL MUSEUM

C u ra tor: M ajor R . W. J .  Sm ith, M B E , T A V R  Centre, Deansbrook R d., Edgivare, M iddx.

T h e  follow ing are recent acquisitions for the 
m u seu m :

M edals o f  the late L t.-C o l. G . M oss, d c m .

T h ree  copies o f  Officers M ess rules.
“ T h e  D ie-H ards in the G reat W a r” .
T h e  H o ly  Bible.

M e d a ls  o f  L t.-C o l. G . M o s s , D C M
T h is  group o f  m edals consists o f the D istinguished 

C on d u ct M edal, B ritish  W ar M edal, the V ictory 
M edal 19 14-19  w ith  oak leaf, the D efence M edal 
1939-45 and the Belgian C ro ix  de G uerre. T h e  
19 14-19  m edals are engraved to 200872 W O i G . 
M oss, 2, 5th M anchester Regim ent (T F ) , w hilst the 
D efen ce M edal is plain, as are all cam paign stars 
and m edals for 1939-45, unless privately engraved.

S erv in g  as a T erritoria l solder from  D ecem ber 
1914 un til dem obilised in 1919, G eorge M oss was 
m entioned in despatches b y  F ield  M arshal S ir 
D ouglas H aig  on N o vem b er 7, 1917, the award 
appearing in  the London G azette  o f  the 18th o f  that 
m onth. H e had been appointed A /R S M  on O ctober 
15, 19 17, under au thority o f  A C I  7 1 7  o f  19 17. In 
the N e w  Y e a r  H onours L ist in the London G azette 
o f  January 1, 1918, he was aw arded the D istinguished 
C on d u ct M edal and on February 9, 1918, was 
aw arded the C roix  de G u erre  b y  A lb ert, the dignified 
and courageous K in g  o f  the Belgians. D u rin g  the 
G erm an offensive in M arch  1918 he was tw ice 
w ounded, the first occasion b eing on M arch  9 and 
the second on M arch  22, the second w ound causing 
him  to be invalided hom e to  the U K . O n recovery 
he returned to his hom e in L e igh , Lancashire, where 
his father had a b u ild er’s business. T w o  days before 
the A rm istice he was presented b y  the L eigh  
C orporation  w ith  an illum inated address recording 
“ an expression o f appreciation o f  his valour and 
the distinction thereby conferred on the borou gh” .

In 1928 he m oved to  H arrow , where he founded 
the firm  o f  G eorge M oss (L ondon) L td , builders. 
O n the form ation o f  the H om e G uard  he was one 
o f  the first to enrol and in N o vem b er 1940 was 
appointed to com m and the 10th Battalion M iddlesex 
H om e G u ard  w ith  headquarters at South Lodge, 
South Road, Southall. H e w as one o f  the 319 
original officers and was the subject in a colum n o f 
the D aily  Express published at the time.

C ol. M oss died on S eptem ber 12, 1973, aged 83 
and was crem ated at G olders G reen. H is m edals 
w ere presented to the Regim ental M useum  and are 
to be seen in the special H om e G u ard  display case 
at B ruce Castle.

Presented by his daughter, M rs. Calderwood.

#
O ffic e r s  M e s s  R u le s

T h ree  books o f  rules have recently been added 
to the m useum  archives. T h e y  are (a )  2nd Battalion 
T h e  D u ke o f C am b ridge’s O w n (M iddlesex R egi­
ment), issued at Ahm ednagar, India, in D ecem ber 
1926; (b) 2nd Battalion T h e  M idd lesex Regim ent 
(D C O ), published in 1934 when the Battalion was 
garrisoned in C olchester; and (c)  D epot T l ^  
M iddlesex Regim ent o f  1935. ^

T h e  first-m entioned book o f rules is in error as 
to the title o f  the R egim ent; the change in title was 
effective from  January 1, 1921. T h is  was due to the 
title page being copied from  the earlier M ess rules 
printed before the outbreak o f W o rld  W ar I. T h e  
book itself was printed and bound in the Battalion 
printer’ s shop, w hich for m any years produced 
excellent w ork on our old-fashioned hand press. In 
both o f the 2nd Battalion books it is em phasised in 
Rule 28, relating to honorary m em bers, “ A ll Officers 
o f  the 5th Fusiliers are perm anent m em bers o f the 
M ess, and the same courtesy is extended to Officers 
o f the 77th R egim ent b y them ” . T h is  rule had 
applied since Septem ber 25, 18 11, when the two 
British units had fought so valiantly at the Battle of 
El Bodon. W ellington, in a general order, drew  the 
attention o f  the whole A rm y saying, “ A  m em orable 
exam ple o f  w hat m ay be effected b y  steadiness, 
discipline and confidence” , and recom m ended to 
the particular attention o f the officers and soldiers of 
the A rm y an exam ple to be follow ed in such circum ­
stances.

Presented by Brigadier A . E . Green, d s o , o b e .

V o lu m e s  I a n d  II, “ T h e  D ie -H a r d s  in  th e  G r e ^ i  
W a r ”

T h e  two volum es o f our history covering the 
years 1914 to 1919 w ere w ritten b y  E verard W yrall 
and published b y  H arrison &  Sons L td . T h ese  two 
volum es are the stiff-cover type and are no longer 
available, only the paper-cover type being on sale. 
Volum e II covers the years 19 16-19 , g iv in g the 
story o f  the gallant conduct o f C apt. A . M . C . 
M cR eady-D iarm id , v c , o f the 17th (First Football) 
Battalion at C am brai, whose story was told in the 
Newsletter o f M ay 1973. T h e  donor o f this addition 
to our archives was h im self w ith C apt. M cR ead y- 
D iarm id, who won the Victoria C ross on D ecem ber 
U I9 I 7 , as the follow ing extract from  the London 
G azette  N o. 30601 o f M arch  1918 tells: “ G / 4 ^ ^ ,  
A/Sergeant E . C rook, 17th M iddlesex R e g i i S i t  
award o f the D istinguished C on duct M edal. On 
D ecem ber 1st 1917 at C am brai. F or conspicuous 
gallantry and devotion to duty when some troops o f 
another unit w ere being driven back by a strong
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enem y attack he on his ow n initiative took his 
m achine-gun and m en across the open ground under 
heavy m achine-gun and rifle fire, and b y his accurate 
fire broke up the attack thus saving a m ost critical 
situation. T h rou gh ou t this operation his coolness 
and gallantry w ere m ost rem arkable” .

Presented by Capt. E . Crook, d c m , late 17th (First 
Football) Battalion.

T h e  H o ly  B ib le
T h e  edition o f the H oly  Bible recently presented 

^ s  published in 1873 and printed at the O xford 
(■ iversity Press. It is typical o f the good leather- 
bound editions o f  that date and holding great 
interest regim entally due to the w ritten inscription 
on the front fly-leaf. It reads: “ From  an unknow n 
friend to G eorge Fenton, 77th D C O  Regt, C ork, 
June 1876” . U nder these notes is w ritten “ Amicus 
certus in re inserta cermitur” . T h e  date o f  the gift is 
very interesting, as it was on June 20, 1876, that it

twas notified in the London G azette  that H er M ajesty 
|a d  approved o f  the 77th being in future designated 
“ T h e  D u ke o f  C am b rid ge ’s O w n R egim ent” . T h e  
Regim ent had three weeks earlier taken up quarters 
in C ork Barracks w ith  detachm ents at C arlisle Fort, 
M itchelstow n and W aterford.

G eorge Fenton was an unusual character for those 
days in respect o f having been com m issioned from 
the ranks. H e had enlisted on M ay 19, 1863, into 
the 36th (H erefordshire) Regim ent, later the 2nd 
Battalion W orcester Regim ent, prom oted Corporal 
M arch  1, 1865, Sergeant January 9, 1857, and C olour 
Sergeant O ctob er 10, 1867. H e finished his other rank 
service on Septem ber 1, 1868, and was com m issioned 
as Ensign in the 77th  Regim ent S eptem ber 2, 1868 
Prom ptly appointed Instructor o f  M usketry, he 
continued to serve in the East Indies, as India was 
so term ed at that date, until M a y  1870, when the 
77th returned home. H e had originally gone to India 
w ith  the 36th on enlistm ent in 1863. G eorge Fenton 
was one o f  the m any Irish soldiers serving in the 
British A rm y in India at that tim e, he having been 
born at Elencarre, C o. M ayo, February 13, 1842« 
T h e  77th  was still then predom inantly o f Irish stocks 
Prom oted Lieutenant O ctob er 14, 1871, he was a

I tow er o f  strength in training the 77th in the use o f 
Ihe Snider rifle and, in O ctob er 1874, in the use o f 
the M artin i-H enry, the rifle w ith  the strongest breach 
block known. O n A u gu st 6, 1879, he was given his 
com pany and prom oted C aptain. T h is  was “ A ”  
Com pany, w hich he trained to becom e the best 
shooting com pany o f the best shooting regim ent in 
the British A rm y. In that year the 77th w ere reduced 
to a mere skeleton ow ing to having drafts being sent 
to the linked Battalion, the 57th, on active service 
in S outh A frica  during the Z u lu  W ar. So under 
strength was the unit that only 30 m en for duty 
could be found. T h is  was rectified at the end o f the 
year, w hen a num ber o f  m en w ere retransferred 
from  the 57th on its arrival in D u blin  from  South 
Africa.

^Capt. Fenton soon had his com pany and the 
i^ P in d e r  o f the 77th hard at w ork training at 
m usketry. T h e  77th had been the best shooting 
regim ent in the British A rm y in 1877-8, w ith  “ H ”  
C om pany the best shooting com pany. T h is  was 
repeated in 1878-9 and on M a y  1, 1880, it was 
notified in G eneral O rders that the 77th for the third

tim e in  succession was the best shooting regim ent, 
and “ H ”  C om pany (C apt. Fenton ’s) the best 
shooting com pany. Pte. H . M organ was declared the 
best shot in the A rm y and aw arded the Q ueen ’ s G old 
M edal and L /S gt. A . M cFarlane, o f  the D epot, the 
best ju d ge o f  distance. T h e  50th Brigade D epot 
(57th and 77th Regim ent) was again the best shooting 
depot. C apt. G eorge Fenton  was certainly an expert 
Instructor o f  M usketry, his instruction showing 
practical results.

W hen the 77th  le ft for another tour in India in 
A ugust 1880 Capt. Fenton was attached to the 
School o f M u sketry  at H ythe, w hich  had been 
form ed in 1854. H e was an Instructor at the School 
o f  M u sketry  w hen he was prom oted M ajor on 
D ecem ber 21, 1885. H is nam e w'as still in H art’s 
A rm y L ist in 1906, shown under the heading o f 
Officers on the Retired L ist. M aybe the unknow n 
friend w ho sent him  the B ible in 1876 was also still 
alive, as the w riting, to the recorder o f this article, 
appears to be that o f  G eneral S ir  W illiam  Forbes 
G atacre, k c b , d s o — “ old Back-acher”  as he was 
fondly called b y  the soldiers o f the regim ent— who 
was a contem porary o f C apt. Fenton and the senior 
captain when the 77th em barked for India on H M S  
Himalaya  in A u gu st 1880.

Presented by M rs. W. K a y  Barford.

R e q u e s t
T h e  C urator would appreciate the g ift o f  any 

regimental cap badges, collar badges, titles, buttons, 
insignia o f  any description. D u plicates o f item s 
already in possession o f the Regim ental M useum  are 
often used in special displays in w indow s and A rm y 
Inform ation Offices. It is also intended to present to 
the A rm y Benevolent F un d a fram e o f  regim ental 
insignia for auction to assist the funds o f  this very 
deserving body w ho have on num erous occasions 
assisted D ie-H ards in need.

Item s o f uniform  and insignia, how ever m oth- 
eaten, tattered or torn, are acceptable. N O T H I N G  
is dross; all is grist to the m ill.

F O R T H C O M IN G  E V E N T S
Date 1974 Event

Saturday, A pril 27 i/7th Battalion (1939-45) D in n er 
at T A V R  C entre, P rio ry  Road, 
H ornsey N8.

Friday, M ay  3 S p rin g G o lf  M eetin g at N orth 
H ants G o lf  C lu b , Fleet, H ants.

T h u rsd ay, M ay 16 A L B U H E R A  D A Y .
T h ursday, M ay 16 O fficers’ C lu b  C ocktail Party at 

U nited S ervice and R oy al A ero 
C lub .

Saturday, M ay 18 (1) A lbuhera S ervice o f  R e­
m em brance at S t P au l’s C ath e­
dral.
(2) A nnual R eunion at Por- 
chester H all, Q ueensbury, L o n ­
don W 2.
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T H E  M ID D L E S E X  R E G I M E N T  G O L F IN G  
S O C IE T Y  

A u tu m n  M e e t in g  1973
O nce again a v ery  successful and enjoyable m eeting 

was held on the course o f the N orth H ants G o lf  C lub, 
F leet, on Friday, O ctob er 12.

A  total o f  25 took part— one less than last year’s 
record attendance o f  26. O f  the entrants, we were 
particu larly pleased to w elcom e as newcom ers C apt. 
M ich ael Ball and L t. John A cw orth  from  1 Q u een ’s, 
and our old  friend C harlie  H oldford, w ho has now 
added g o lf to his m any other activities.

A n oth er pleasing feature o f this m eeting was the 
support given by serving m em bers. T h e re  w ere five 
altogether, including four from 1 Q ueen ’s headed by 
their C O  (L t.-C o l. M ike H ayw ard), w ho w ere about 
to leave for N orthern  Ireland.

T h e  detailed results, each decided over 18 holes, 
w ere as follow s:

Stableford Singles

S t a b le fo r d  S in g le s
Points
scored

M r. M . R . T .  W ald en  (w inner, H orton C u p ). . 37*
L t.-C o l. T .  W . C h a ttey  (runner-up) 37
L t.-C o l. J. R . B . W orton 33
L t.-C o l. C . N . C layd en 32
M r. T .  F . Jones 31
M a jo r A . R . Bisset 31
M aster H ow ard C layd en 31
L t.-C o l. M . V . H ayw ard 31
C ap t. P. S . Ingham 30
M r. N . A . T a y lo r  ............................................. 28
M ajo r R . C . H . Bellers 27
C ap t. R . J. T arran t 26
M r. E . Johnson 24
M r. D . G ratton  (guest) 24

H i l l i n g

FLORISTS

_J'lowet'i, fa ta n ti, etc.

Phone: 01-959 1387

1 45  BROADWAY, MILL HILL, N.W.7

C ap t. M . J. B a l l .......................................................... 24
L t. J. C . A cw orth  ............................................ • • ^24
M r. G . A . T a v lo r  ............................................ 23
M r. H . J. C h ille rv  ............................................ 21
M r. C . H oldford  ' ............................................ 21
M ajo r J. M . Hewson IQ
M ajo r J. I. D . Pike l 8
M ajo r S . E . Honess 17
M rs. C . N . C layden 14
B rigadier A . E. G reen  (D ivot) 14
♦The winner was decided on the better score ove the last nine
holes.

B o g e y  F o u r s o m e s

M r. T . I-'. Jones and M aster Howard C layd en  (winners 
Jay T ro o h y)

Capt. M . J. Ball and L t. J. C . A cw orth (runners-up) 
M ajor A . R. Bisset and Capt. P. S . Ingham . . 
L t.-C o l. C . N . C layden and M r. M . R. T .  W alden 
L t.-C o l. T . \\ . C h attey  and M r. D . G retton  . .
M ajor R. C . FI. Bellers and M r. G . A . T ay lo r 
L t.-C o l. J. W . A. Stephenson and M r. H . J. C hillery 
M ajor S. E. Honess and Capt. R. J. T arrant . . 
L t.-C o l. M . Y . H ayward and M r. C . H oldford 
M r. E. Johnson and M r. N . A . T ay lo r

Score 

3 down

7 dow n 
io  dow n 
io  dow n
12 dow n
13 dow n
14 dow n 
17 down

H id d e n  H o le s  C o m p e tit io n
(D ecid ed  on the score obtained over the holes selected)

Score
L t.-C o l. T .  W . C hattey (winner)
L t.-C o l. J. R. B. W orton and L t.-C o l 

(runners-up, tied)
M ajor A . R. Bisset 
L t.-C o l. M . V’ . Hayward 
L t. J. C . A cw orth 
M ajor R. C . H. Bellers 
M ajor J. M . H ewson 
C apt. M . J. Ball . .
M a jo r J. I . D .  Pike 
C ap t. R. J. T arran t 
M r. E. Johnson 
M r. D . G retton  . .
M r. H. J. C hillery 
M rs. C . N . C layden 
M aster Howard Clayden 
Brigadier A . E. G reen 
M r. C . H oldford 
M ajor S. E. Honess 
Capt. P. S . Ingham 
M r. T .  F. Jones . .
M r. G . A . T av lo r 
M r. N . A . T aylo r 
M r. M . R. T . ‘ W alden

C layd en
31

37
38 
38 

N R  
N R  
N R  
N R  
N R  
N R  
N R  
N R  
N R  
N R  
N R

Before asking M rs. “ T ossie”  W orton kindly to present 
the prizes, L t-C o l. T o m  Chattey thanked all those 
present for supporting the m eeting, and especially the 
serving m embers and those who had com e from  a dis­
tance.

7 th M ID D L E S E X  O FF IC E R S ’ C L U B  D I N N E I ^
T h e  46th annual dinner o f the 7th  M iddlesex 

Officers’ C lu b  was held at the U nited Service and 
Royal Aero C lub , Pall M all, S W i,  on T h u rsd ay, 
N ovem ber 8, 1973.

L t.-C o l. J. D . G unnell presided and the official 
guests were L t.-C o l. D . G . W ilson, com m anding 
6th (V) Battalion T h e  Q ueen ’s Regim ent, and M ajor 
W . G . Easeman, late R A , form er Battery Com m ander 
o f 264 Field  R egim ent R A , affiliated to the 7th 
Battalion.

O thers present were:
T h e  V ery  R ev. M gr. Ralph Brow n M ajo r R . W . J. Sm ith  (guest)
B rigadier B. B. Rackham 
C oL W . D . Ellis 
C ol. W . E. Pringle 
C ol. F . W alden 
L t.-C o l. P. J. Hall 
L t.-C o l. G . C . D . S co tt-L o w e 
L t.-C o l. D . E. Sim pson 
M ajo r R. Bartram 
M ajo r M . J. Beaum ont 
M ajor H. L . H arvey (guest) 
M ajo r S . I .. J. H enshaw 
M ajo r R . 1 Leighton  
M a jo r F. ♦ N aish

C ap t. M . J. S . Doran 
C apt. S. le M . E nthoven 
C ap t. M . S. G edye 
Capt. J. Spen cer Richards 
Capt. P. A . Stocken 
Capt. G . J. Y o u n g 
Lt. D . H . S . H erriott W  
Lt. F . Holm 
Lt. P. J. O ttino 
L t. J. R. Spooner 
M r. L . H osslen ‘guest)
M r. W  K n ig h t (guest)
M r. M . H . D . M ilne (guest)
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PERSONAL JOTTINGS

C apt. Bob Bartlett has now  returned to this country 
on com pletion o f his secondm ent to the A b u  Dhabi 
D efence Force and has been taken on the strength 
o f the D epo t T h e  Q u een ’s D ivision  pending his next 
appointment.

T h o se w ho w ere serving w ith the 2nd Battalion in 
Ahm ednagar, India, in the 1920s w ill like to know 
tta t  M rs. D o roth y B icknell, w idow  o f L t.-C o l. 
■ P .  F. Bicknell, d s o , and now  a nonagenarian, still 
takes a keen interest in the old Battalion and is 
always anxious to get news o f any o f those w ho were 
serving in the Battalion during her husband’s period 
o f command.

W e w ere delighted to get a visit from  M ajor Peter 
Cheesm an early in O ctober, ju st before he was due 

Jo jo in  1 Q u een ’s.
P  W e understand that, ow ing to a leg injury, his 
rugby football days are over.

E x-C p l. B ert C hin n ery (L/12193), w ho was w ith  
“ B ”  C om pany o f  the 4th Battalion during the Battle 
o f  M ons in A u gu st 1914, sends his greetings to all 
D ie-H ards.

H e lives in Jersey and was one o f nine O ld  C om - 
tem ptibles w ho attended the M on s m em orial service 
at St. A n d rew ’s C hurch, Jersey on Sunday, A ugust 
19.

A  recent recruit, w hom  we w elcom e to the R egi­
mental Association, is Sgt. E. J. C onstant (24070435). 
H e is at present serving w ith  2 Q u een ’s, w ho have 
ju st m oved to N orthern Ireland.

W hen circum stances allow w e shall hope to see him 
at som e o f ou r functions.

Congratulations and very best wishes to M rs. 
Flora D onoghue, w idow  o f  e x -R S M  M ichael J. 
D onoghue, m m , on reaching her 85th birthday on 
Septem ber 11 , 1973.

W e w ere very pleased indeed to learn from  her 
daughter that she was in very good health and 

» j o y i n g  life to the full.

T w o  form er officers o f  the 2/8th Battalion who have 
done extrem ely w ell in the gas industry are C ol. 
D esm ond Ellis and C apt. Paul Rhodes. U n til his 
recent retirem ent the form er was custom er service 
and conversion m anager o f the British G as C orpora­
tion and, on January 1 last, the latter was appointed 
deputy chairm an o f  the N orth  T h am es R egion o f the 
same Corporation.

Congratulations and best wishes to that veteran 
7th  (T A ) Battalion officer, M ajor S ir  H arold G illett, 
Bart, m c , w ho has ju st celebrated his 83rd birthday.

S ince the end o f S eptem ber M ajor G eorge 
C|^Bng has been attached for duty to H Q , N orthern 
Ireland.

O ne o f  our m ost regular and w elcom e visitors to 
E dgw are each year is C ol. Eric H udson. T h is  year his 
v isit took place on A u gu st 9, when he w as accom ­

panied b y  his tw o charm ing daughters.
O ld  soldiers o f  the 4th Battalion w ho were stationed 

in G ibraltar from  1919 to 1921 w ill rem em ber C ol. 
H udson as a you n g and very athletic subaltern, and 
those o f  the 1st Battalion w ill rem em ber him  at the 
Royal T ou rn am en t in 1929, w hen he com m anded the 
Foreign Battalion squad.

E x-Pte. R. H yatt, w ho served as a N ational 
Servicem an w ith the 1st Battalion from  July i960 
to July 1962, has recently join ed  the R egim ental 
Association. H e was at H am eln and Rheindalen, 
where he was batm an to the late M ajor-G en eral 
R. H . Batten. W hen  the Battalion returned to the 
U nited K ingdom  and was stationed at L y d d  he was 
batman to M ajor (now C ol.) K . J. C arter prior to the 
com pletion o f his N ational Service.

Ex. Pte. W . P. Jones (6463242) has recently 
joined the Regim ental Association. H e served in the 
is t  Battalion from  1949 to 1954 in H on g K o n g, 
K orea and Austria. For a tim e he was batm an to 
M ajor Sam  W eller w hen he was R S M , and later 
storeman o f H Q  C om pany.

C apt. T o n y  L o w rie retired, receiving a gratuity, 
on July 15, 1973.

W e w ere very pleased indeed to get a letter recently 
from one or ou r old soldiers, ex. Pte. W . M cA u liffe  
(54171), late 20th (Service) Battalion. H e was taken 
prisoner w hilst serving in the B E F  in France during 
the 19 14 -18  war, and w ould v ery  m uch like to hear 
from  any old com rade w ho left Soltau Cam p, 
M unster, H anover, in D ecem ber 1918.

H is address is 37 Sendall C ourt, W instanley 
Estate, Battersea, L ondon S W 11 .

T h rou gh  the good services o f M ajor C harlie 
D onaldson w e have been able to keep in touch w ith  
the Rev. J. H . M c K e w , c b e , w ho was that most 
popular chaplain w hen the 2nd was stationed in 
Singapore som e 50 years ago.

A fter his w ife died last year he gave up his house 
and m oved to a hom e for the elderly— he is 88— at 
T h e  Friary, 19 St C ross Road, W inchester, H ants.

H e w ill be affectionately rem em bered by the older 
m em bers o f the 2nd Battalion, and he w ould be 
delighted to hear from  any w ho can w rite to him  at 
the above address.

O ne o f ou r recent recruits to the R egim ental 
A ssociation is W O 2  J. M edland. H e jo in ed  the 1st 
Battalion in K o rea in 1950 and served in the M ortar 
Platoon. W hen the Battalion returned to H ong K o n g  
he remained w ith  the K in g ’s Shropshire L igh t 
Infantry battalion and was later evacuated on m edical 
grounds to Japan. H e was then m edically dow n­
graded and eventually returned to the D epo t in 1953, 
where he remained until Septem ber 1956, when he. 
was transferred to the R A O C  on account o f  his 
m edical category. H e is now  a pay clerk attached to 
the H om e Postal and C o u rie r  Com m unications 
D epo t R E , at Inglis Barracks, M ill H ill.
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O n  com pletion o f  his tour o f d uty as a Train in g 
O fficer at Fort Benning, G eorgia, C apt. M alcolm  
M on tgo m ery has been taken on the held strength 
o f  the D epo t T h e  Q u een ’s D ivision  pending posting 
to 2 Q u een ’s.

M ajor G eo ff N orton has been in M illb ank H ospital 
for an operation on his leg, from  w hich , w e are glad 
to be able to report, he has recovered well.

O n the day that he was due for discharge he was 
visited b y  e x -C p l. L o n g, w ho offered him  a lift to 
W aterloo Station on his furniture lorry. M ajor 
N orton accepted and was d u ly  transported to W ater­
loo. H is departing w ords to ex -C p l. L o n g  were 
“ Y o u r  d riving has im proved” !

A  few  o f  us recently w ere lu cky enough to catch a 
glim pse o f  that elusive m em ber o f  the O fficers’ C lu b , 
M ajor Paddy O rr, when he paid a fleeting v isit to 
this country from  N orthern Ireland, where he carries 
on a flourishing business in C o u n ty  T yro n e.

W e were delighted to see him  looking so w ell and 
prosperous.

M ajor H erbert Prothero, m c , is one o f  our most 
recently enrolled m em bers o f  the O fficers’ C lub. 
D u rin g  the 19 14 -18  w ar he served w ith  the n t h  
and 23rd (Service) Battalions gaining his M ilitary  
C ross w ith  the latter.

A fter that w ar he em igrated to N e w  Zealand and, 
during the 1939-45 conflict, he served w ith  the N ew  
Zealand Forces.

W hen he returned on holiday to this cou ntry last 
S eptem ber he took the opportunity o f  calling at 
Edgw are to visit w hat rem ains o f  T h e  M iddlesex 
R egim ent for the first tim e since he was dem obilised 
in 1919.

E x -L /C p l. A rth u r R edhead (6204960) is another 
recent recruit to the Regim ental Association. H e 
enlisted at M ill H ill in O ctob er 1939, and, after 
com pleting his recruit training, eventually  join ed  the 
1 /8th Battalion in France and rem ained w ith that 
Battalion throughout the war.

WTe w ere v ery  interested to hear from  C ol. D ennis 
Rendell, w ho is P rovost M arshal at H Q  British A rm y 
o f  the Rhine, that after ou r regim ental p ilgrim age to 
M on s last year he, w ith  a friend, had carried out a 
sim ilar pilgrim age later in the year. H e, like all o f  us 
w ho go each year, found it an intensely interesting 
and deeply m oving experience.

W e sincerely hope that he w ill be able to jo in  our 
party next year to observe the 68th anniversary o f  the 
great battle.

C apt. T .  Sarl-W illiam s, w ho served in the 16th 
(P u blic Schools) Battalion during the 19 14 -18  war, 
is another recent recruit to the R egim ental A ssocia­
tion.

W e are delighted to w elcom e him  and, although he 
lives in Chester, w e hope that it m ay be possible for 
him  to attend som e o f  ou r functions.

C ol. John Shipster, on com pletion o f  his tour o f 
duty as G arrison Com m ander, British H onduras, is 
to be C om m andant at the N uclear, Bacteriological 
and C hem ical W arfare School in M ay next year.

C ongratulations to W O 2 G eorge Sim m ons on 
being granted a short service com m ission as from 
July 30, 1973.

H e has been posted as a subaltern to 1 Q u een ’s.

H aving com pleted his tour o f d uty w ith  the 2nd 
Battalion Princess Patricia’s Canadian L igh t In­
fantry, Capt. Paul T rum an is now aw aiting posrifc' 
to 1 Q ueen ’s in N orthern Ireland.

O n Septem ber 5, 1973, C apt. W . N orm anton Vare 
was m arried quietly at S t P au l’s, Horn H ill, C halfont 
St. Peter, to Joy Raffety, and we send them  all good 
wishes for their future happiness.

A  recently joined m em ber o f  the R egim ental A s ­
sociation is ex-Pte. R. L . W ilde (14254440). H e was^k 
the arm ourer sergeant’s driver-m echanic in th ^ ^  
i/7th Battalion in 1944 and 1945, and a vehicle 
m echanic in the 2nd Battalion in 1945 and 1946.

H e now  lives in Sheffield.

THE ROYAL WEDDING
A t the special request o f the C ourts A dm inistrator, 

W estm inster, the M iddlesex R egim ental flag was 
flown from the M iddlesex G uildhall on W ednesday, 
N ovem ber 14, the day o f the w edding o f H er Royal 
H ighness T h e  Princess A nne and C apt. M ark 
Phillips.

COLONEL, THE QUEEN’S REGIMENT J
M ajor-G eneral F. A . H. L in g, c b , c b e , d s o , 

succeeded L t.-G en eral S ir R ichard C raddock, k b e , 

c b , d s o , as Colonel T h e  Q ueen ’ s Regim ent w ith 
effect from O ctober 13, 1973.

t

C o l. D ouglas Sax retired on retired pay on 
O ctob er 26, 1973.

CO R R ESPO N D EN CE

From : H is Grace The Duke o f A tholl
8 -16  G reat N ew  Street, 
L ondon E C 4 P  4ER.
O ctober 16, 1973.

C ol. F. W alden,
Editor,
The Die-Hards,
Deansbrook Road,
Edgvvare, M iddx.

^P^ar C ol. W alden,
T h a n k  you very m uch for the copy o f  your 

Newsletter and the interesting description and 
pictures o f the visit o f you r O ld  Com rades to the 
parade o f the A tholl H ighlanders on M ay 31. O nce 
again I w ould like to say how  m uch w e enjoyed 
having you and I do hope you  will repeat the event 
on som e future occasion. It was certainly a great

• reunion.
Y ou rs sincerely,

A t h o l l .

From : Col. A . M . M an, D S O , O B E
“ Castle C ro ft” , 
Lu dchurch,
Narberth,
Pem bs S A 6 7  8JA. 
N ovem ber 12, 1973.

T h e  Editor, The Die-H ards Newsletter 
D ear Sir,

It is probably the w ish o f m ost old soldiers that a 
bugler from  their regim ent w ill be available to sound 
Last Post and Reveille over their graves when their 
respective tim e com es, b ut few'— and particularly 
those w ho live som e distance aw ay from  Edgw are or 
C an terb ury— m ay know  how' their w idow s should set 
about obtaining one, or w hat the chances o f success 
m ay be.

A  bugler from  another regim ent w ould certainly 
be better than no bugler at all, but it is from  one’ s 
own regim ent that he should ideally come.

For the benefit o f D ie-H ards o f the older genera­
tion an inform ed statem ent o f  the procedure to be

• adopted and the chances o f success w ould be m uch 
appreciated.

Y ours,
A n d r e w  M a n .

{Editor's Note— In every case w here a bugler is 
required application should be m ade direct to 
R egim ental H eadquarters (M iddlesex), T A V R  
C entre, D eansbrook Road, Edgw are, M iddlesex. 
T h e  application should state the date, tim e and place 
o f the funeral.)

From : M rs. M . H . T. Whiteside
161 Preston N ew  Road, 

Blackburn,
Lancs B B 2 6BN .

C ol. F . W alden 
D ear Sir,

In reply to one o f  m y letters to local papers I ’ ve 
had a letter g iv in g m e you r name, suggesting you may 
help me publicise the reunion, after over 30 years, of 
patients and staff o f C alderstones E M S  (Em ergency 
M edical Service) H ospital, W halley, nr. Blackburn, 
Lancs.

M iss Robson (matron) and her nurses plan the 
reunion in A p ril 1974 in the ballroom  o f  the hospital, 
w hich is one o f the largest o f  its kind.

O ur patients included severely w ounded casualties 
from  the evacuation o f D u n kirk  and follow ing 
cam paigns, sick personnel from  surrounding barracks, 
children and old people evacuated from M anchester 
hospitals.

Y o u  w'ill appreciate I have undertaken a m am m oth 
task. I f  you  can help m e I w ould be m ost grateful.

Y ou rs faithfully,
M o l l y  W h i t e s i d e

{Editor's Note— A n y reader interested w'ho was a 
patient in the E M S  H ospital, W halley, should w'rite 
direct to M rs. W hiteside at the above address for 
further details regarding the actual date and tim e 
fixed for the reunion.)

FR E E  N E W S L E T T E R S
T h e  Editor wishes to thank C ol. I. H . Battye, m b e , 

M r. E. Bradnam , M r. J. C . C lark, M r. T .  W . D eeves, 
c m g , c b e , m c , M r. C . H . G off, M r. G . S . H urlock 
and M r. W . H . Rippin for their generosity in paying 
extra subscriptions so that free copies o f  The Die- 
Hards Newsletter can be sent to deserving old 
comrades.

Over a C en tu ry-o ld  Partnersh ip  . . .
L ik e  th e  Serv ices, w e h ave  a  tra d itio n  to  u p h o ld , a t  th e  sam e  tim e  ta k in g  a d ­
v an tag e  o f  scien tific  p ro g ress  in th is  ag e  o f  m e c h a n isa tio n , ye t m a in ta in in g , 
th ro u g h  a  specia l d e p a r tm e n t,  a p e rso n a l a n d  h e lp fu l link  w ith  o u r  cu s to m ers , 
w h o m  w e a re  ever w illing  to  ad v ise  a n d  assis t in  th e  p ro d u c tio n  o f  th e ir  jo u rn a ls  

■ ■■ _ -  , r w n n n n n  n n  The Adelphi, John Adam St., London W C 2NPrinting f .  j .  p a r s o n s  l t d  . « . » ¡ ¡ ¡ - « j » ™ . .

Parsons
and
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O B I T U A R Y

It is w ith  deep regret that w e have to announce
that the follow ing have died:

A l l e n — O n July 8, 1973, suddenly, C ol. W illiam  
Peter M arcu s A llen , o b e , m c , aged 59. H e was 
com m issioned into the R egim ent on A ugust 30, 
1934, and posted to the 2nd Battalion. In N ovem ­
ber 1935 he was posted to the 1st Battalion and 
served w ith  that Battalion in E gypt, Singapore and 
H ong K o n g, w hen he was posted to the D epot for 
a tour o f duty. In S eptem ber 1940 he was posted 
to the 2nd Battalion and was A djutant from 
February 1, 1941, to January 19, 1942, after w hich 
he held two G rad e 3 staff appointm ents for short 
periods before attending a staff course at C am ber- 
ley. O n com pletion o f this he held a G rade 2 staff 
appointm ent at H Q  21st A rm y G rou p  until 
D ecem ber 1943, when he was posted to the 8th 
Battalion. A fter serving w ith  that Battalion until 
M a y  1945 he was appointed D A A G  at H Q  43 
D ivision. H e held this appointm ent for a few 
m onths on ly  before taking over the appointm ent 
o f  D A A  and Q M G  at H Q  S outh C aribbean Area. 
In M a y  1950 he was posted to the 1st Battalion in 
H ong K o n g  and served w ith  that Battalion m ainly 
as 2 IC  until A p ril 1952, when he again took up a 
G rade 2 appointm ent at H Q  27th Infantry Brigade. 
From  S eptem ber 1953 to O ctob er 1956 he was 
A Q M G  at H Q  Eastern Com m and. T h is  was 
follow ed b y  com m and o f  the 7th (T A ) Battalion 
from  F eb ruary 1957 to A u gu st 1959, after w hich 
he again held various G rad e 1 staff appointments 
until his retirem ent in A u gu st 1966.

A y r e s — O n O ctob er 7, 1973, ex-Pte. J. T .  A yres, 
aged 80. H e served w ith  the 1 /7th Battalion during 
the 1914-18 war.

B e e d l e — O n O ctob er 14, 1973, ex-S gt. G erald  
H ow ard Beedle (6197864), aged 64. H e enlisted 
on O ctober 31, 1927, and served w ith  the C olours 
for nearly 28 years, b eing finally discharged in 
A u gu st 24, 1955. H e spent m ost o f  his service 
overseas, b eing w ith  the 1st Battalion in Palestine, 
E gypt, Singapore and H ong K o n g. H e reverted to 
the H om e Establishm ent before the outbreak o f the 
1939-45 w ar and was posted to the 2nd Battalion. 
H e w ent w ith  that Battalion w hen it form ed part 
o f  the B E F  in France and was taken prisoner 
durin g the w ithdraw al to D u nkirk  on June 1, 1940.

F o r his exem plary service w ith  the C olours he 
was aw arded the L o n g  S ervice and G ood  C on d u ct 
M edal and the M eritoriou s S ervice  M edal.

H e was one o f a regim ental fam ily, his father and 
grandfather having also served w ith  the D ie-H ards.

B e n n e t t — O n S eptem ber 2 6 , 1973, at W illiton 
H ospital, Som erset, the R ev. Frank L ivesey  
M acaulay Bennett, aged 71 . D u rin g  the earlier 
part o f  the 19 14 -18  war he w as the popular 
C haplain  to the 1st Battalion Princess L o u ise ’s 
K ensington  R egim ent, w hich was then an integral 
part o f the M idd lesex Regim ent.

A fter leaving the service he becam e vicar o f

M aidstone and a honoorary canon o f C anterbury 
Cathedral.

H e was never afraid to express his view s and, in 
doing so, clashed in public in 1959 w ith  the late 
L o rd  Fisher o f  Lam beth when he was A rchbishop 
o f  C anterbury. A t the Canterbury’ D iocesan C o n ­
ference the Archbishop several times took over tho. 
rostrum  m icrophone w’hen Frank Bennett w ^ P  
speaking. Lord Fisher, then D r. Fisher, said that he 
w’ould not stand for the suggestion that bishop’s 
m eetings “ w ere a dark conclave w hich control the 
policy o f the C h u rch ” . L ater he apologised for 
“ getting heated”  in replying to Frank Bennett,
“ an old friend” .

B u g d e n — O n O ctober 27, 1973, ex-S gt. Frederick 
Bugden (L/18983 and 6189775) aged 70. F red d y W  
Bugden, or “ B ugole”  as he w’as affectionately 
known, enlisted in the R egim ent in M arch  1919 
as a b oy in the C orps o f  D ru m s o f the 2nd B at­
talion. H e joined the Battalion w hen it re-form ed 
after the 19 14-18  war at C olchester, and served 
w ith  it in E gypt, Singapore and India.

H e was one o f  the m ost gifted footballers ever 
to serve in the R egim ent and w on great fame 
abroad. Even whilst still on B o y ’s S ervice he was a 
regular m em ber o f the Battalion team. T h e  height 
o f  his success came in 1926 w'hen the Battalion won 
the famous Rovers C u p  in Bom bay for the third 
year in succession. O n that occasion he not only 
scored one o f the three goals b y  w hich the B at­
talion won, but he also m ade the openings for the 
other two. T h e  replica o f the Rovers C u p , w hich 
he was given, is now  in the Regim ental M useum .

O n the outbreak o f the 1939-45 war Freddy, 
not being a machine gunner, could not serve w ith 
his beloved D ie-H ards and opted to join  the Royal 
A rm y Service Corps. A t  A n zio  he was regularly 
running supplies to the 2/7th Battalion and 
volunteered at any tim e to make the trip ju st to 
retain contact with the Regim ent. A fter taking his 
discharge at the end o f the war he took em ploy- 
m ent at the P oppy Factory o f  the Royal British 
Legion  where he remained until he retired on 
reaching the age limit.

Freddy died suddenly on O ctob er 27 a few  hours 
before he was due at the M ill H ill Branch m eeting, 
w hich  he attended regularly. H e was a thoroughly 
good man w ith a great and generous heart, and an 
excellent sportsman. H e w ill be m uch missed by 
the m any friends he has left behind.

(W ith acknowledgments to M ajor R . W. J . Smithy 
M B E )

C o o p e r — O n M ay 25, 1973, M ajor A rth u r H amilton 
Cooper, d l , aged 92. H e served in the South 
A frican  W ar, 1901-02, w ith the 1st Royal D l f e  
goons, and then in the M iddlesex Regiment; 
retiring in 1910. D u rin g the 19 14 -18  war he served 
in the Essex Regim ent, retiring as a m ajor in 1919.
In the X939-45  war he was Assistant C ou n ty  
W elfare O fficer for M iddlesex from 19 41-45 and a
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m em ber o f  M iddlesex T  and A F A  and M iddlesex 
C ounty C adet C om m ittee from  1940-47. H e was 
appointed a D epu ty  Lieutenant o f  M iddlesex in 
1963 and o f G reater London in 1965. H e was a 
Freem an o f  the C ity  o f London.

H e took a very keen interest in our Regimental 
G olfing Society m eetings for, not only did  he 
present a silver challenge cup, w hich is com peted 
for annually at our S pring M eetings, b ut also, in 
celebration o f the Q ueen ’s Coronation in 1953, he 
presented for the foursom es at the Regimental 
m eeting two delightful glass Coronation goblets, 

l^ v h ic h  were won by Brigadier N eville  Procter and 
^ ^ v t.-C o l. John W orton.

D e C h i m a y — O n O ctober 1, 1973, at A lcaster, 
W arw ickshire, Prince A lphonse de Chim ay, aged 
74. H e was born o f a Belgian noble fam ily who 
settled in England, and was a descendant o f an 
ancestor w ho was created Prince b y  Em peror 
M axim illian in i486.

S hortly after the outbreak o f  the 19 14 -18  war 
he ran aw ay from  school and advanced his age in 
order to join  the British A rm y as a private in the 
Buckingham shire L igh t Infantry. Later he en­
tered the Royal M ilitary  College, Sandhurst, and, 
on com pletion o f his course, was com m issioned in 
1916 into the Scots G uards. H e served w ith  that 
R egim ent until after the w ar in 1918, when he 
joined the Reserve o f Officers. A t the outbreak o 
the 1939-45 war he was a m ajor in the 1st Battalion 
Princess L o u ise ’s Kensington R egim ent and he 
served w ith  that Battalion until 1942 w hen he was 
prom oted Lieutenant-C olonel and took over 
com m and o f  our 2/7th Battalion. H e held command 
until 1945 when he was appointed an Assistant 
A djutant General at A llied Forces H eadquarters.

A fter leaving the service and m oving to W a r­
w ickshire he was, up to the tim e o f  his death, vice- 
president o f  the A lcaster section o f  the Royal 
British Legion.

F e r g u s o n — O n O ctob er 2, 1973, N a n cy Ferguson, 
the beloved w ife o f  B ob Ferguson, a devoted old 
com rade o f  the 7th (T A ) Battalion and a m ost loyal

•  m em ber o f  the staff at the C ou n ty  Office at 
Edgware.

N a n cy ’s death is a severe b low  to m em bers o f the 
M ill H ill Branch, especially those w ho attend the 
m onthly gatherings at Edgw are. F or m any years 
on these days she had been at the clu b  early in the 
evening w ith  Bob, m aking sure, w ithout any fuss, 
that all was tidy and com fortable for the evening 
m eeting. She was quite indefatigable and seem ingly 
tireless. She was loved by all and w ill be deeply 
missed.

F o o t — O n Septem ber 29, 1973, peacefully after a 
short illness, M uriel Lilian, loved wife o f L t.-C o l. 
Patton Foot.

^ ^ lies— In M arch  as a result o f a m otor car accident 
in Zam bia, ex-S gt. Paul G illies (23460940). H e 
enlisted into the R egim ent on a three-year engage­
m ent and joined the 1st Battalion in C yp ru s in 
1956, w here he eventually becam e O rderly Room 
Sergeant Clerk.

O n leaving school he joined the O ld  V ic  as an 
assistant stage m anager, and he will be rem em bered 
by m em bers o f the Sergeants M ess for his reading 
o f  Shakespeare w hilst perched precariously on the 
bar

A fter leaving the A rm y he found it hard to settle 
in E ngland and soon joined the Rhodesian Police, 
w here he rose to the rank o f Inspector and dis­
tinguished h im self b y  w inning the M B E  for 
gallantry. D u e to the Africanisation o f the police he 
joined N orthern Breweries as their Prom otion 
M anager and travelled w idely in A frica. H e later 
becam e the East A frican  A rea M anager for 
Johnson and Johnson L td . H is visits to this 
country w ere all too infrequent, b ut when he did 
com e, a v isit to Edgw are was always included in 
his itinerary.

H e w ill be sadly m issed by all those w ith  whom  
he came into contact for his charm ing personality 
and kindness.

(W ith acknowledgments to M r. H . L . Seldon)

H o d d i n g — O n  D ecem ber 13, 1972, C apt. Edw ard 
M . H odding. H e was com m issioned into the R egi­
m ent on January 22, 1913, and was prom oted to 
Captain on January 2, 1916. A fter the 19 14 -18  war 
he was A djutant to the 5th (Reserve) Battalion then 
stationed in C lipstone C am p, N ottingham shire.

A fter his retirem ent he w ent to live in H am p­
shire and for som e tim e was Assistant C ou n ty  
C om m issioner, H am pshire Scouts.

K i n g — O n  M a y  28, 1973, E x-C /S gt. C ornelius 
M ichael K in g  (L/15063 and 6189041) aged 82. 
“ S h ogod y” , as he was generally known, enlisted into 
the R egim ent on a regular engagem ent in A u gu st 
1914 and, as soon as he had com pleted his recruit 
training, he was posted to the 2nd Battalion in 
France. H e was w ounded in the initial attack at the 
Battle o f N eu ve Chapelle and, on recovery, he was 
posted to the 13th (Service) Battalion. H e served 
w ith that Battalion until he was posted as an in­
structor to the 53rd (Y oun g Soldiers) Battalion in 
the U nited K ingdom . From  after the A rm istice 
in 1918 until A u gu st 1935 when he took his dis­
charge to pension after 21 years’ C olo u r service, he 
served w ith  both Regular Battalions and at the 
D epot. O n b eing recalled to the C olours at the o u t­
break o f w ar in Septem ber 1939 he continued to 
serve until A u gu st 1944, m ostly w ith  the 70th 
(Y oun g Soldiers) Battalion.

A fter his discharge he resum ed his em ploym ent 
as a postm an until reaching the age lim it. In 
February 1963 he was adm itted as an In-Pensioner 
to the Royal H ospital Chelsea, w here he w as soon 
prom oted to Sergeant and subsequently a C olo u r 
Sergeant on the staff.

L e w e y — O n  O ctober 26, 1973, after a long and gal­
lant fight, M ajor S ir  A rth u r L ew ey, aged 79. 
A t the outbreak o f the 19 14 -18  w ar he jo in ed  the 
2/ioth (T A )  Battalion, w hich was ju st form ing 
at Stam ford Brook. H e served ivith that Battalion 
as a C om pany C om m ander at G allipoli, b ut when 
the Battalion eventually m oved to Palestine he left 
it on posting to the 8th (T F )  Battalion. O n  the re­
form ation o f the T erritoria l A rm y after the w ar he
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rejoined the 8th Battalion as Second-in  Com m and 
to L t- .C o l. (now Brigadier) E . E. F. Baker and 
served w ith  it for som e years until his legal career 
took him  abroad into C olonial appointm ents. H e 
w as a form er A ttorn ey G eneral o f Jamaica and of 
the G o ld  Coast, and C h ie f Justice o f  N orthern 
Rhodesia. H e was also a form er Justice o f Appeal 
o f  the W est A frican  C ou rt o f  A ppeal.

U n til his death he retained a great love o f his 
Regim ent and his original unit, the 2/ioth , whose 
reunions he regularly attended until he was 
p hysically unable to do so. H e w as a true D ie- 
H ard.

( W ith acknowledgments to Brigadier N . P . Procter, 
C B E , M C )

M o ss— O n S eptem ber 12, 1973, L t.-C o l. G eorge 
M oss, d c m , aged 83. F ull details o f  his service, etc, 
w ill be found on page 4 in connection w ith the 
presentation o f  his m edals to  the Regim ental 
M useum .

W h i t e — O n  A ugust 20, 1973, Brigadier John
D onald W hite, d s o , m c . H e joined the 8th (T F ) 
Battalion in  1912 and was prom oted C aptain in 
1914. H e com m anded “ B ”  C om pany o f the 8th 
Battalion from  February 1915 until he was ad­
m itted to hospital after being badly wounded in 
1917. D u rin g that period he w on both the D S O  and 
the M C . O n discharge from  hospital he was trans­
ferred to the R A O C , in w hich C orps he took a 
regular com m ission on July 1, 1920. H e eventually 
becam e an O .M .E . 1st Class w ith  the rank o f 
C olonel on February 8, 1937, and retired on 
N ovem ber 4, 1941, w ith the honorary rank ^ ¡j  
Brigadier.

W i g g — O n June 18, 1973, ex-C /Sgt. Robert
Frederick W igg (6005312) aged 66. H e enlisted 
into the Regim ent in 1926 and served w ith  the 2nd 
Battalion. O w ing to his very considerable ability 
as a clerk he was m ainly em ployed on clerical duties 
during his C olour service, w hich ended in 1949.

H e w ill be w ell rem em bered b y  m any oldá 
soldiers o f the 2nd Battalion.

W O ’s Sergeants Branch (C ontd. from  p i 5)

B efore closing, w e tender to Bob Ferguson and his 
fam ily ou r deepest sym pathy and condolences on the 
passing aw ay o f  a dear w ife and m other, “ N a n cy ” . 
A lth o u gh  B ob is not a m em ber o f  the branch, both 
w ere w ell know n b y  m any m em bers. T h e y  w ere both 
v ery  keen supporters o f the M ill H ill Branch, and 
w ere alw ays at the forefront helping out w ith  the 
entertainm ent. H er cheery smile and w elcom e to all 
attending that bran ch ’s m eetings w ill b e sadly 
m issed.

T o  D ie-H ards everyw here w e send greetings for a 
v ery  m erry C hristm as; m ay it be full o f  good cheer, 
jo llity  and friendship, and m ay the N ew  Y ear be a 
happy, healthy and prosperous 1974.

L e n  J o h n s o n

S itu a tio n  V a c a n t
A  form er officer o f the R egim ent is looking for a 

m iddle-aged couple w ho w ould like to live out their 
retirem ent in Am ersham , Bucks, w ith  his step­
daughter and family.

A  self-contained flat would be provided rent free. 
E lectricity only to be paid. W ife to cook, the husbs^ fc 
a few odd jobs. T erm s to be negotiated.

A  w idow  would also be considered. A nyone who 
is interested should get in touch w ith  the Secretary 
o f the Regim ental Association, w ho w ill give further 
details and arrange interview's, etc.
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ASSOCIATION NEWS
Secretary ’s Notes

B e n e v o le n t  C a s e s
D u rin g  the period July 1, 1973, to N ovem ber 30, 

1973, the sum  o f £794-98 was expended from  the 
Charitable Fund in m aking grants to 39 ex-m em bers 
o f the Regiment.

#
D o n a tio n s — C h a r ita b le  F u n d

T h e  Secretary gratefu lly acknowledges donations 
to the Charitable Fund from  M rs. R. Freezor, M r. 
J. F irth , B rigadier N . P. Procter, c b e , m c  (in m em ory 
o f the late S ir A rth u r L ew ey), M rs. J. M . Beedle (in 
m em ory o f  the late S gt. J. Beedle) and Squadron 
Leader J. M . A bell.

•  T h e  2/7th Battalion (1939-45) at their annual 
dinner collected and donated to the C haritable Fund 
the m agnificent sum  o f £ 51.

D o n a tio n s
A  donation o f £40 was m ade to the Alam ein 

M em orial C h u rch  at A ndover, H ants, for the p ur­
chase o f the “ B ishop’s C h air”  in m em ory o f those 
who gave their lives at Alam ein.

T h e  1/7th Battalion w ere involved in the A lam ein 
cam paign.

S u m m e r  O u tin g
T h e  sum m er outing this year took place on Sunday, 

Septem ber 23, 1973. W e visited H M S  Victory at 
Portsm outh. 70 m em bers and their relatives and 
friends attended.

T h e  Portsm outh and G osport B ranch very kindly 
arranged tea for the w hole party at the B ritish  Legion

• C lu b  at Lee-on-S olent. O n  the w ay hom e w e visited 
e x -W 0 2  Elston at his pub, the “ Spread E agle” , at 
G uildford.

A  tru ly  regim ental day out.

C h u r c h  S e r v ic e  a t R o y a l H o sp ita l, C h e ls e a
O u r annual church service at the R oyal H ospital, 

Chelsea, took place on Sunday, O ctober 14, 1973. A  
party o f  55 m em bers and their w ives attended, 
headed by the chairm an o f the R egim ental A ssocia­
tion, L t.-C o l. T .  W . C hattey, o b e , and his wife. 
Prio r to the service our O ld  C om rades, under the 
com m and o f  M ajor R. W . J. Sm ith , m b e , w ere 
inspected by the D e p u ty  G overnor.
^ É T h e standard was carried by M r. G . S . H urlock. 
”  A .E .F .W .

E A L IN G  B R A N C H
T h e re ’ s v ery  little to talk about since the last 

Newsletter except that those o f us who attended the 
sum m er outing to Portsm outh had a very enjoyable 
day and our congratulations go to those people 
(especially the ladies o f  the British Legion at Lee-on- 
Solent) w ho w orked so hard to m ake it a success.

A nother lady w ho deserves our thanks was the 
pianist in the pub at G u ild ford , w ho w ith  her m usic 
took m e back long, long ago to 1912 and a cam p at 
Falm er. H ere Eddie N icholls used to play the piano 
to us in the canteen and the Sussex D ow ns used to 
echo w ith  ou r m elodious voices!

Eddie is still w ith  us b ut can hardly see the piano, 
let alone the notes.

O u r “ M igh ty  A to m ”  is installed in an old people’s 
hom e and tells m e over the phone w hat a nice place 
it is. O u r thanks are due to M ajor N e il B oys of 
S S A F A  for his continued efforts to get B o b b y in a 
decent place. I f  any old 19 14 -18  D ie-H ard s are near 
N ortholt H ouse, H aydock Road, N ortholt, call and 
ask for B ob by W illiam s. H e w ill tell you  w ho won 
the war.

W ell, that’s the lot for now. I have got to have a 
look at m y “ hom e b rew ” . Cheerio!

A l b e r t  W h i t e

H O R N S E Y  A N D  E N F IE L D  B R A N C H
W e are still trying to keep going at H ornsey, 

although the difficulties seem to be ever increasing.
H ow ever, w e have now  decided to send a letter to 

each m em ber to invite them  to show  up in strength at 
least tw ice a year— the A rm istice C h u rch  S ervice at 
H ornsey Parish C hurch  and the 1 /7th Battalion 
annual dinner. A t  the same tim e w e are asking them  
to becom e regular subscribers to The D ie-H ards New s­
letter and so keep in touch w ith  all that goes on and 
m any interesting items o f  news.

W e are also rem inding them  that the M ill H ill 
Branch meets at Edgw are on the last Saturd ay o f 
each m onth and it m ay be m ore convenient for them  
to v isit this very active and happy get-together.

T h e  church parade at C helsea H ospital on 
O ctob er 14 was once again w ell attended and a 
great success, and our standard bearer, another old 
faithful o f this Branch, was Stan H urlock, w ho did a 
great jo b . T h e  spirit o f being a D ie-H ard  was fu lly  
displayed b y  L en  Johnson, the regular standard 
bearer, who, although unable through ill health to 
carry the standard, was there w ith  us in support, and 
he still manages to be a very effective and hard 
w orking honorary secretary for the W O s ’ and S e r­
geants’ Branch at Edgw are.

I think also a w ord o f thanks should be given  to our 
ladies, w ho always turn up in strength for m any of 
these functions and are equally good D ie-H ards (or 
should it be D ie-H ardesses ?)

In this respect I m ust m ention one staunch su p ­
porter— Joan M ellor, w ho turned up although 
husband Bert w as unable to do so. Joan talked to 
som e A m erican visitors w ho w ere taking photos and 
appeared quite interested and gave them  a very good 
history o f the R egim ent in a short space o f  tim e, also
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prom ising to send them  literature. H ow ’s that for 
support ?

I could go on m entioning names o f those I was 
happy to see, and those w ho w ere unable to attend 
and w ho I w ould have liked to have seen, but time is 
running out, so here’s w ishing you all continued 
health and success to show  those clow ns w ho erased 
ou r Regim ent s name from  the A rm y L ist they cannot 
erase D ie-H ards.

L e s  H o s s l e n

M I L L  H I L L  B R A N C H

T h is  is the last publication o f the Regim ental 
New letter o f  1973, therefore m y prim ary paragraph 
m ust be one o f greetings for a joyous N oel to ye all 
and a year o f contentm ent in 1974. M a y  you r stars 
be benign, M r. B ludsucker, the taxman, be kind 
and M rs. R ising Price be left behind.

N o w  to dip  m y quill into the inkhorn to chronicle, 
briefly, the “ doings” , as was the expression at the 
turn o f the century, o f  the m em bers o f the M ill H ill 
Branch. In the last letter A lb uhera D a y was the 
main topic. T h is  was a cerem ony follow ed by our 
annual pilgrim age to M ons. A t  M on s on A u gu st 23 
ex -D rm . G eorge G arrett (L/9904) was honoured by 
this ancient capital o f  H ainault w ith  the presentation 
o f  the M edal o f  M ons, an honour aw arded to those 
w ho are deem ed to have helped the citizens o f  the 
old Rom an fortress. G eorge gave his help on A ugust 
23, 19 14, when he was the bugler to M ajor W . H. 
A bell, the first British officer casualty o f  W orld W ar I. 
H e was able to show  the son and daughter o f  this 
gallant officer w here their father fell, as a special 
v isit was m ade to the battlefield o f  “ A ”  C om pany, 
4th M idd lesex, com m anded by M ajor A bell. A nother 
M on s veteran m em ber o f  ou r branch, B ert C hinnery 
(L  12 193), now  living in the C hannel Islands, was, 
to his dism ay, unable to be present, but hopes to be 
on parade next A ugust, the diam ond jub ilee o f  the 
battle.

T h e  m ost recent event o f  1973 is described on 
other pages o f  the Newsletter. It was the R em em brance 
cerem onies at the old M idd lesex G uildhall and 
W estm inster A b b e y  on N o vem b er 10, and at Inglis 
Barracks and Edgw are on N o vem b er 11 . M em bers 
o f  our Branch w ho took a prom inent part in the two 
days w ere B rigadier B. B . Rackham , c b e , m c , d l ; 
C o l. H . J. A . M oore, o b e ; C apt. E . C rook, d c m ; 

M r. C . A sh b y ( L  14437), 4 *  Battalion; M r. G . 
Chacksfield  (6201836), our b ugler; M r. P. Edwards 
(6200354), a survivor o f  the bom bing and sinking 
o f  the Lancastria in S t. N azaire H arbour, June 17, 
1940; M r. J. H . Farm er (G/103409), 19th (Second 
Public W orks Pioneer) Battalion; M r. A . G ale 
( T F  4435) 8th Battalion; M r. G . H urlock (6200777),
1 st and 2nd Battalions, ou r Standard Ensign on 
Rem em brance D a y ; M r. S . K ersw ill (21192370), 9th 
Battalion, w ho was ou r Standard Ensign on the 10th; 
M r. A . M ason (6190630); M r. R . T . M eers (T F / 
1412), 9th Battalion; M ajor A . E. Peasley (6200331), 
w ho com m anded ou r detachm ent on the parade and 
m arch past; and Sgt. L . P lum b (22466825), a 
m em ber w ho is still serving in the Q u een ’s R egim ent 
and was the Parade S ergeant-M ajor at W estm inster 
A b b ey. T h e  other m em bers o f  ou r branch to the 
forefront on both days were the In-Pensioners o f  the

Royal H ospital Chelsea, Sgts. W . H eavens (G/9909); 
A . Rathbone (6195916); I Ps G . Fulton (6974685) 
and F. W orton (L /16101), who w ere escorts to the 
Regimental Association Standard. T h e  close o f the 
service at our mem orial was m arked by the slim 
figure o f M rs. Pat N ew m an laying a poppy cross in 
mem ory o f  her husband, the late M ajor Percy 
N ew m an, m b e .

D u rin g the weekend o f Rem em brance m y poppy 
em blem  caused a certain am ount o f  interest. Instead 
o f the normal poppy, I was w earing a com bination 
o f Australian and Canadian poppies. T h e  Australian 
em blem , which, incidentally, has the year o f p u r c h lw  
printed on it, was sent to me by A lf  D am on (PS/963), 
a 16th (Public Schools) Battalion veteran, from 
Tasm ania. T h is  arrived on the 8th, w hilst the 
Canadian poppy arrived on the 10th, ju st in time 
for it to be worn at W estm inster A b b ey. T h is  was 
a gift from  “ P ip ”  Connor, m m  (G /19511), a veteran 
o f  the 2nd and 21st (Islington) Battalions. Both were 
worn w ith pride by m e, as w ere the additional ones^ 
sent and worn by other m em bers at the ceremonies®

Quite a num ber o f old D ie-H ards have joined the 
branch since the last Newsletter was published. 
A m ongst them  are G eorge A m brose (6208169), who 
was the M T  corporal o f “ the lively M T  staff”  
m entioned in the history o f  the resuscitated 1st 
Battalion, when M ajor-G eneral C arton de W iart, vc, 
inspected the Battalion. In France and G erm any 
G eorge was the M T  sergeant. Charles G errard, who 
started w earing uniform  as a M iddlesex Regim ent 
cadet and after serving in the 8th Battalion (T F ) 
joined the Royal Field A rtillery, w ith  whom  he 
served in France and Flanders from  1914, is now a 
lively 78-year-oid veteran. Percy H arris (3358), who 
served from  M arch  1911 to M arch  1923 w ith  the 5th 
Royal Irish Lancers, w hich took him  to Belgium  in 
1914. D u rin g the last w ar he served w ith the 12th 
M iddlesex Regim ent H om e G uard, to whom  he was 
the H Q  Signals sergeant. A nother fresh m em ber 
w ho was a sergeant w ith  Signals is R ichard H arrison 
(6211282) o f the 2nd Battalion, w ho was discharged 
in A pril 1945 due to injuries from  his wounds. N o w  
living in Scarborough, he finds it a long flog to 
attend ou r m onthly m eetings. A lb ert H ayes (2392679) 
is another o f our m em bers who was serving when the _ 
1st Battalion w ere renamed 4th Battalion Q ueen ’ ^J 
Regim ent (M iddlesex). Len  H oare (6197850) is a re­
joined m em ber, who, after serving w ith the 7th 
Battalion (T A ), served as a regular w ith  the 1st and 
2nd Battalions from  February 1928 to 1935. O n 
m obilisation in 1939 he originally served w ith the 2nd 
Battalion, but transferred to the R oyal C orps o f 
Signals in 19 4L  w ith whom  he served until 1946, 
including fun and games in N orth  A frica. G eorge 
H odgson (6207383), now  livin g in Enfield, jo ined our 
2/7th Battalion in M ay 1939 and, after two years, was 
posted to 4th Battalion T h e  G ordon H ighlanders for 
a short period before transferring to the Royal 
Regim ent o f  A rtillery. In S eptem ber 1942 he 
exchanged the grenade o f seven flames for the grenade 
o f nine flames o f the C orps o f Royal Engineers, 
whom  he served until tim e expired in June 
A nother chap w ho has worn m ore than one cap badge 
is Bill Jones (6463242), w ho served originally w ith 
the 1st Battalion T h e  Royal Fusiliers— another 
grenade with a mass o f  flames— from  1939 to 1945, 
including a spell as a P oW  in G erm any, and from
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1945 to 1949 w ith  T h e  Q u een ’s O w n R oyal W est 
K en t Regim ent. H e then served as a D ie-H ard  from 
1949 until discharged on m edical grounds in 
Septem ber 1954. D u rin g  this period he served in 
H ong K o n g, K orea and A ustria and retains m any 
happy m em ories. Space prevents me m entioning all 
the new ly enrolled m em bers o f  the Branch, so I 
w ill end up w ith one m ore only. H e is Bert Lee 
(G/49202), now  dom iciled in France and w ho is 
one o f our octogenarians. B ert is one o f our 
25th (G arrison) Battalion veterans who was on the 
Tyndareus when she struck a m ine off C ape T o w n  in 

bruary 1917. A s  a young man B ert was em ployed 
the late Em press Eugenie o f the French as an 

assistant gardener at her home, Farm borough H ill, 
where his father was a steward. O n the declaration 
o f w ar in 1914 all the m ale staff were told to report 
to the recruiting office to enrol for active service 
w ith  the guarantee that i f  not m arked fit “ the gentry 
w ill take you  back again” . H ow  tim es have changed!

M y  penultim ate paragraph is about a long enrolled 
^ ^ n e m b e r  o f  the Branch, Capt. “ B attler”  Craydon. 
^ F T h i s  energetic and public-spirited septuagenarian 

recently covered 12 m iles in a sponsored walk 
organised b y the R oyal British L egion, thereby 
earning £3-72 for the H elp to M entally H andicapped 
Children. In addition to this he led the Pipers and 
D rum m ers from  T rafa lgar Square along W hitehall 
to the Cenotaph on Rem em brance D a y  afternoon, 
when a special parade was held on this solemn 
occasion. H e tells me he felt ten feet tall. In m y 
opinion he is ten feet tall when it com es to helping 
his less-fortunate fellow  m e n !

I am sorry if  my notes are over-long, b ut our roll 
o f m em bers is also long and som ething is always 
happening. I f  you  w ish to confirm  this, com e and 
join  us at the D rill H all, Edgw are, on the last 
Saturday o f  any m onth. T h a t includes the last 
Saturday in 1973, when a special social w ith  m usic 
is being held to say goodbye to 1973. M aybe you 
w ill be able to hear the G aelic pipes I m entioned 
above. A ll D ie-H ards and their friends are welcom e 
and I look forw ard to being present to extend a 
welcom e to w hat I am sure w ill be an evening of 
good fellow ship and fun.

M a j o r  D i c k  S m i t h

P O R T S M O U T H  A N D  G O S P O R T  B R A N C H
V ery little has been happening these days, ju st the 

usual half a dozen attending our m onthly m eetings.
A ll w e seem to get from  our exes whom  w e m eet are 

prom ises. B ut I ’m afraid these are like pie crust—  
broken.

Still, we did m anage to m uster a few  and paid our 
long-aw aited v isit to the W O s and Sergeants C lu b  at 
Edgw are in Septem ber. I ’m sure all those w ho at­
tended enjoyed the hospitality that W is shown to us 
and personally I think the evening was a great success, 
our only wish being that w e could be m uch nearer so 
that w e could m ake the visit m ore often.

A n yh ow , thanks for the m em ory.
A lso I heard that the Association trip to H M S  

ory was w ell liked and that som e o f our m em bers 
liro ed  up with them  at Lee-on-S olent.

W ell, this is ou r b rie f effort this tim e, except 
fi Tally to w ish Ethel D eans w ell, as she is spending 
a short spell in Canada.

M a c

W O s A N D  S E R G E A N T S  B R A N C H
It is said that the success o f an organisation is de­

pendent on, and shown by, the support it is given. 
I f  that is true, then I think we can boast o f  such 
success. A lthough at the tim e o f w riting these notes 
tw o m ore m onths have to pass before we say farewell 
to 1973, ou r attendances over the last 10 m onths 
exceed those o f  any other 12 m onths, the attendances 
at our S eptem ber and O ctob er m eetings being the 
m ost outstanding, w ith  55 m em bers and friends being 
present in S eptem ber and 74 in O ctober.

In addition to the 55 at the Septem ber m eeting, a 
party o f  13 from  the Portsm outh and G osport Branch 
jou rn eyed  up to fulfil the visit w hich had been post­
poned from  A p ril. A  m ost pleasant and enjoyable 
evening was spent by all present and proved beyond 
doubt that inter-branch visits are ju st w hat is needed 
to cem ent m ore firm ly the bond o f  com radeship and 
friendship, and to ensure that the names M idd lesex 
Regim ent and D ie-H ards do not fade into obscurity. 
T h is  was am ply confirm ed b y the rem arks passed and 
the thanks given to m e by each o f  those w ho had m ade 
the long jou rn ey up, thanks I could not have received 
had it not been for the efforts put in b y  ou r com ­
m ittee, the support given b y  those m em bers w ho 
attended, and to C harlie Banks, w ho not only put on 
a sum ptuous buffet, b ut adm inistered to ou r thirst, 
all o f  w hich contributed so m uch to a w onderful 
evening, m aking I hope our v isitors’ jou rn ey from  
and to G osport w ell w orth w hile.

T h a t v isit w ill, I hope, be the beginning o f  other 
branch visits, and here I w ould like to say is an open 
invitation to branches to v isit us. Should you  care to 
take us up on this, get in touch b y  letter, or phone 
to 78 D eans Lane, Edgw are, M id d x, H A8 9N P  
(tel. N o . c i-9 5 9  2897) so that w e can make the neces­
sary arrangements.

A m ong our visitors w hon w e w ere very pleased to 
welcom e at the O ctober m eeting was M ike W ard  o f 
the H ounslow  Branch, w ho has prom ised to bring 
along a party from  that branch to our m eeting in 
January. T h is  I hope is a pointer to a successful
I 974— a year when our hopes o f  furthering our 
com radeship w ith  other branches w ill be fulfilled.

O n Sunday, O ctob er 14, 12 m em bers and ladies 
from  the branch w ere am ong the party o f  O ld  
Com rades w ho attended the church  parade at the 
Royal H ospital, and although w e had spent a late 
night on the Saturday at ou r m eeting, all looked 
pretty fit and alert when w e fell in on parade w ith  the 
In-Pensioners, although we m ight not have felt it. 
H ow ever, it was pretty evident that b y  the tim e the 
service ended, a little o f the hair o f  the dog that bit 
was needed, for no tim e was lost in getting  to the bar 
in the clubroom  for a livener, yours tru ly w inning by 
a short head. A  face sadly m issed was that o f  T o m  
(Shoggo) K in g, w ho in previous years w as always 
there to greet us on arrival.

O u r m onthly raffles continue to be w ell supported 
and, thanks to the generosity o f  those w ho so kindly 
give gifts as prizes, give us a source o f incom e from  
w hich w e are able to provide our free buffets. T h e  
Christm as draw is w ell up on last year and points 
tow ards another v ery  successful C hristm as m eeting.

( Continued on page 12)
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