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ANNUAL PILGRIM AGE T O  MONS 1972

O u r annual pilgrim age to M on s this year, to take 
part in the cerem onies to m ark the 58th anniversary

•o f the great battle, was unique inasm uch as it was 
covered b y  a B B C  television cam era team.

A  total o f 32 form ed the coach party, o f whom  
seven w ere survivors o f the battle in 1914, nam ely, 
C harles A sh b y (L/14437), W illiam  Beart (L/14037), 
H arry B ird  (L/14343), C harles C arey  (L/14097), 
G eorge G arrett (L/9904) and A rth u r M atthew s 
(L/14557) o f the 4th Battalion, and Bill Bishop 
(L/10630) o f  the 1st Battalion. T h e  senior m em ber 
o f the party was C ol. A . S . J. de S . C layton, accom ­
panied b> M rs. C layton , w ho w ere w ith  us last year.

O w in g to  the activities o f  the B B C  team, w hich 
started as we boarded the coach at Edgw are and 
continued en route, w e reached D o ver too late to 
catch ou r ferry to O stend. W e did not, how ever, have 
to w ait long because w e w ere lu cky enough to get a 
ferry to Calais, and in the end w e got to M on s on 

\ 7  O n arrival there w e w ere able to take over the 
i^Kunm odation already arranged for us by our good 
friend, M . C harles O ttevaere, the secretary o f the 
Friends o f the M idd lesex R egim ent in M ons.

A lth o u gh  T u esd a y, A u gu st 22, was officially a 
rest day the B B C  team  did not allow  us to go entirely 
free, for that evening ou r party re-enacted a scene

in an estam inet at O bourg, called the C e llar  o f  
G hlin , w hich had occurred before the fighting started 
in 1914. In his book “ T h e  Phantom  B rigade”  
(published in 1930), C pl. A . P. G . V ivian  (L/11683) 
as he was in 1914, the actions o f m en o f the 4th 
Battalion are described as follow s: “ Som eone
started a m echanical organ, w hereupon w e, initiating 
the ladies into Ixm don custom s, changed headgear 
w ith  them , and indulged in w ild  dances and, in 
fact, behaved ourselves to the prejudice o f  good 
order and m ilitary discipline generally” .

W ednesday, A u gu st 23, w as a day o f  m arching, 
cerem onies and m eetings. A t  9.30 a.m. the party 
went by coach to the A ven u e 4th M idd lesex, a 
crescent-shaped thoroughfare nam ed b y the citizens 
o f M ons in honour o f the R egim ent. O n arrival, the 
party debussed and form ed up and, w ith  the A ssoci­
ation Standard borne b y  S gt. M ervyn  Sm ith, the 
youngest m em ber o f  the party, at the head o f  the 
parade, m arched the length  o f  the road. A t  the end, 
and before m oving back to M on s there was a present­
ation o f the C ross o f  the Veterans o f K in g  A lb ert I 
o f Belgium  to C h arlie  A sh b y  and Bill Bishop.

A t this stage the 4th Battalion veterans m entioned 
b y  name above le ft the m ain party in charge o f 
M ajor D ick  Sm ith  and w ere taken to the actual

1



position occupied b y  “ A ”  C om pany o f  the 4th 
Battalion on that m orning 58 years ago. T h ere  the 
B B C  team  had arranged for them  to m eet som e G e r­
man survivors o f  the battle w ho had been specially 
b rought to the scene from  G erm any.

O n the return o f  the m ain party to M ons the next 
parade was at 11 a.m . w hen the party joined up w ith 
the sadly reduced visiting contingent o f O ld  C on- 
tem ptibles outside the H otel de V ille  and w ent to 
the Belgian m em orial to the dead o f two w orld  wars 
w here a w reath was laid on behalf o f the Regim ent 
b y  the D e p u ty  C olonel. From  there the party m oved 
b y  coach to the Belfry , where a w reath was laid by 
the D epu ty  C olon el on the British m em orial com ­
m em orating the tw o battles o f M on s— those o f 1914 
and 1918.

A fter this cerem ony the party returned to the 
H otel de V ille where, as usual on these pilgrim ages, 
the regim ental flag was flying proudly beside that 
o f  the city o f M ons. H ere the Burgom aster and other 
civic dignitaries held a reception at w hich toasts 
w ere drunk and speeches made.

T h e  next parade o f  the day was at 4 p.m . when the 
party7 le ft for the m ilitary cem etery at St. S ym - 
phorien, w hich  m ust be the m ost b eautifu lly laid- 
out cem etery o f  its kind either in Belgium  or France. 
It w as opened in 1916 by the C row n  Prince 
R u pprecht o f Bavaria and a m em orial to “ T h e  Royal 
M id d lesex  R egim ent”  erected by the Germ ans stands 
in the plot w here 46 o f  o u r soldiers rest. H ere in the 
presence o f ou r party, ou r Belgian friends and the 
G erm an contingent brought over by the B B C , C ol. 
C layton  laid the regim ental w reath, and M r. Beart 
recited the exhortation. A nother w reath was then
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placed by his batman, G eorge G arrett, on the grave 
o f M ajor A bell, on behalf o f his son, M r. Jim A bell, 
and his daughter, M argaret. T h e  last cerem ony at 
St. Sym phorien was at the m onum ent to the British 
and G erm an soldiers w ho are buried in the cem etery. 
H ere the G erm an contingent placed a w reath to 
the m em ory o f their dead w hilst w e dipped our 
standard and stood in silence.

From  St. Sym phorien the party travelled to 
O bourg for the final parade o f the day. T h is  took 
place at the regim ental mem orial at the railway 
station where the plaque stands to com m em orate 
first shots o f the battle and the heroism  o f  the 
known gallant D ie-H ard who held the post alone 
until he was killed. A fter a speech on behalf o f the 
Burgom aster, to w hich ou r D epu ty  C olonel replied, 
wreaths were laid and the follow ing special exhort­
ation recited b y N oel Peters:

“ 4th Battalion Middlesex Regiment August 23rd 
19 1 ^  

They went with flowers to the battle 
They were young
Straight o f limb, true of eye, and steady and aglow.

They were staunch to the end against odds uncounted 
They fe ll  with their faces to the foe  
Greater love hath no man than this 
That a man lay down his life fo r  his chums 
W E  W IL L  R E M E M B E R  T H E M .”

T h e  parade, British and Belgian, then form ed up 
in one m ixed body and m arched back under the 
com m and o f M ajor D ick  Sm ith to the club room of 
the O ld Com rades o f O bourg, paying com plim ents 
to the Burgom aster’s representative and our D epu ty 
Colonel en route. A t  the club room toasts w ere drunk 
and speeches made and, after a very pleasant inter­
lude w ith our Belgian friends, w e returned to M ons.

T h e  follow ing day, A ugust 24, w e left M on s for 
home, each with his own memories. It was a p il­
grim age not only for those who fought there, but 
also for those o f us w ho read the news as it cam e off 
the press more than half a century ago.

7th  M ID D L E S E X  O F F IC E R S ’ C L U B  D IN N E R
T h e  45th annual dinner o f the 7th  M iddlesex 

Officers’ C lub  was held at the U nited  Service and 
R oyal A ero C lub , Pall M all, S W i,  on T h ursday, 
N ovem ber 9, 1972.

C ol. W . E. Pringle presided. O thers present were:

C ol. A . S . J. de S . C layton 
C ol. I. D . Brotherton

C ol. F. W alden 
L t.-C o l. J. D . G u nnell 
L t.-C o l. G . C . D . Sco tt-L o w e 
L t.-C o l. D . E. Sim pson 
M ajor M . J. Beaum ont 
M ajor S ir H arold G illett,

Bart.
M ajor A . J. H ughes 
M ajor R . J. Leighton 
M ajor E. J. N aish 
M ajo r B. S t . G . A . Reed

M ajor R . W . J. Sm ith  (guest) 
L t.-C o m d r. R . D . P. G ille tt 

(guest)
C apt. M . J. S. D oran ^
C apt. M . S . G edye
C ap t. J. S . Richards
C apt. P. A . Stocken
C apt. R. G . V aisey
C ap t. G . J. Y o u n g

L t . P. I. P hillips 
L t. J. R. Spooner 
M r. H . D . M iln e  (guest)

REGIMENTAL MUSEUM

C ura tor: M ajor R . W . J .  S m ith , M B E , T  &  A  V R  Centre, Deansbrook R d ., Edgzvare, M iddx .

T h e  follow ing are recent acquisitions to the m useum : 
ouvenirs o f 21st (Islington) Battalion.
Iedals o f  the late Sgt. F . J. H ocking, d c m .

C ertificates presented at the Presentation o f 
Colours 1931.

“ C ”  C om pany flags, etc. 1/7 Battalion.

SOUVENIRS OF 2 1 ST  (ISL IN G T O N ) BATTALIO N

T h e  souvenirs consist o f a N ew  Testam ent given 
to G /19511 Pte. P. C . C onnor when stationed w ith

• he 21 st Battalion in A lbuhera Barracks, M arl- 
lorough Lines, in 1915, prior to jo in in g the B E F  
in France.

T h ere  is also a photograph on silk o f N u rse Edith 
C avell w ho was shot b y  the G erm ans in the T ir  
N ational, Brussels, on O ctob er 12, 1915. Both  were 
carried b y  “ P ip ”  C onnor through all the war. O n the 
flyleaf o f  the bible is a copy in script o f a message by 
F ield-M arshal L o rd  Roberts, v c , w ritten on A ugust 
24, 1914, “ I ask you to put you r trust in G od . H e will 
w atch over you and strengthen you. Y o u  w ill find in 
this little book guidance when you are in health, 
com fort when you are in sickness, and strength when 
you are in adversity” . Pip  writes from  C anada to say 
that both o f  these treasures gave him  com fort during 
the years 19 15 -18  when he was in France. N urse 
C avell he calls a noble wom an. She certainly was. 
T h e  country in w hich he now lives respects her 
m em ory, there being a peak in the Rockies nam ed 
M t. Edith Cavell.

A nother souvenir is a certificate from  the N ational 
Broadcasting C om m ittee o f  C anada on the D iam ond 
Jubilee o f C onfederation o f Canada, dated July 1927, 
affirm ing that P ip ’s name is inscribed in the Book o f 
Rem em brance in the Peace T o w e r, Parliam ent 

^ ^ u ild in g s ,  Ottawa. A gainst his name is shown “ 21st 
^^Pnd 2nd Battns M iddlesex Regt, B E F ”  (Pip w on his 

M ilitary M edal w ith  the 2nd Battalion after the 21st 
Battalion was disbanded in February 1918). T h e  
D om inion o f  Canada cam e into existence on July 1, 
1867, w ith the passing o f the British N orth  Am erica 
A c t o f that date. A lso included in the g ift are two 
cards o f the Canadian Red C ross Society to certify 
that Pip  was a regular blood donor from  1942 to 
1945, the first card em phasised that donations were 
given regularly in the perm itted intervals. O ne card 
says, q uoting Shakespeare’s H enry V , “ F or he today 
that sheds his blood for me shall be m y b rother” , 
whilst the other proclaim s “ Y o u r blood is now  in the 
fight” . O u r  veteran was too old to fight in the line, 
but he m ade certain he did  his share. T h e  last en­
closure was a poem , w ritten b y M r. Connor, published 

Islington Gazette  in S eptem ber 1965. H e writes 
o^ K lin gto n ’s O w n and its first C om m anding Officer, 
C o l. E dw ard St. A u b yn  W ake, a popular and very 
experienced officer. C ol. W ake had served for m any 
years in India and had seen service on the N .W . 
Frontier under S ir W illiam  Lockhart in 1897 w ith  the 
K u rram -K oh at Force when he was M entioned in

D espatches and also w ith  the T ira h  Expeditionary 
Force as A ide de C am p to S ir A . P. Palm er when he 
was again M entioned in D espatches. W hen the 
K aiser-i-H in d M edal w as instituted b y  Q ueen 
Victoria in 1900, he was invested w ith  the highest o f 
the three classes o f  this decoration— that in gold. H e 
form ed the 21st (Islington) Battalion b ut to his 
chagrin was not, due to age, perm itted to take them  
to the front.

Presented by ex Pte. P . C . Connor, M M , late 21 st 
and 2nd Battalions.

MEDALS OF THE LATE SGT. F . J. H O C K IN G , DCM

T h e  m edals o f  T F /10 2 7 Sgt. Francis James 
H ocking are the D istinguished C on duct M edal, 
19 14 -15  Star, British W ar M edal and V icto ry  M edal. 
A ll are in m int condition. Frank H ocking enrolled in 
the 7th  Battalion (T F )  on January 3, 1910, and 
becam e one o f the original “ Im perial S erv ice”  
Volunteers o f  the T erritoria l Force. H e left for 
G ibraltar on Septem ber 4, 1914, returning to England 
on February 13, 1915. W ith  the 7th  Battalion he w ent 
to France, landing on M arch  13, 1915, and on M a y  7 
won the first D istinguished C on d u ct M edal to be 
aw arded a m em ber o f  the M idd lesex T erritoria l 
Battalions. T h is  was in hand-to-hand com bat, the 
G erm an opening up at five yards distance and rushing 
the post in the dark, 15 against 7 in the en em y’s 
favour. Sgt. H ocking was severely w ounded early in 
the fight b ut continued to act w ith  the greatest 
courage and coolness, and gave a fine exam ple to his 
men o f steadiness and devotion to duty. H e died from  
his wounds in the 1st L ondon G eneral H ospital, 
C am berw ell on M a y  18, 1915, and is buried in 
H ighgate N ew  C em etery, w here a m em orial was 
erected to his m em ory in July 1916. H is m em ory is 
held in esteem b y  the surviving m em bers o f the 7th 
Battalion w ho speak o f him  w ith pride w henever 
discussing their first year o f  war.

Purchased.

CERTIFICATES PRESENTED AT THE PRESEN TATION  OF 

COLOURS 19 3  I

T w o  certificates w ere presented to m em bers o f  tho 
1st Battalion on the occasion o f the Presentation e f 
Colours, by the C o lo n el-in -C h ie f o f  the Regim ent, 
H .R .H . T h e  Prince o f  W ales, on O ctob er 21, 1931. 
O ne w as given to all w ho w ere serving w ith  the 
Battalion on that date and the other to personnel who 
were m em bers o f  the C olo ur E scort during the cere­
m ony. Both certificates are show n as b eing presented 
to 6191681 L /C pl. S. S ib ley and bearing the signature 
o f  L t.-C o l. V . L . N . Pearson, d s o . T h e  certificate, 
presented to all w ho w ere serving at that date, has the 
Prince’s address to the Battalion published in full. 
U nfortunately the address contains a num ber o f 
inaccuracies in respect o f  ou r history. It says the date 
o f renum bering o f  the 59th to be the 57th w as in 
1756 whereas, in fact, it was 1757. O n  adoption o f  the
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territorial designation it says (a) the 57th becam e the 
East M idd lesex and (b) the 77th becam e the W est 
M idd lesex whereas the reverse is the case. It gives the 
n um ber o f  Battle H onours aw arded in W o rld  W ar I 
as 81 w hilst the true figure is 93. I am sure those 
errors m ust have been noted before and they do not 
in any w ay detract from  the pleasure o f being the 
recipient o f  such  a valued docum ent.

T h e  second certificate, a docum ent half the size of 
the above, says the recipient, in this case L/C pl. 
S ib ley, had the honour o f  being selected to be one 
o f  the E scort to the C olours on this very special 
occasion. It then gives the names o f the W arrant 
O fficer, N on-com m and Officers and Private soldiers 
w ho were chosen for this honourable duty. (T he 
W arrant O fficer was C S M  Jack T u n ga te, d c m , who 
had w on his aw ard for gallantry at the age o f 16 
w hilst serving as a sergeant w ith  the 20th (Shore­
ditch) Battalion o f  the Regim ent.

T h ese  C olours no longer exist. T h e y  were buried in 
H ong K o n g  to prevent them  b eing defiled when this 
fortress surrendered to the Japanese forces. O n ly  a 
single finial is in possession o f  the D ie-H ards and 
this w ill, in due course, join  ou r other treasured relics 
in  the R egim ental B aptistry in St. P au l’s Cathedral.

Presented by M r. S . Sibley.

“ c ”  C O M P A N Y FLAG, ETC. 1 / 7  B ATTALIO N
T h is  g ift to the R egim ental M useum  consists o f a 

photograph o f  “ B ”  (S) C om pany, 7th Battalion, 
taken on Rem em brance Sunday, N o vem b er 8, 1936, 
then under the com m and o f C apt. A . K . Johnson. 
In the photograph are four other officers, w hich m ust 
have been a record num ber for a com pany in the 
Territoria l A rm y at that date. A nother item is the 
T erritoria l A rm y Badge, registered num ber 102318, 
issued to serving m em bers on expansion o f the T A  
in 1938 w'ith the certificate confirm ing it was issued to 
6198 115 S gt. W . W ard. T h is  badge was one proudly 
w orn b y  the recipients in this battalion. N ext, 
chronologically, is the C allin g  O u t N otice in 1939 
w hen S gt. W . W ard  is called out for m ilitary service 
to jo in  the 7th Battalion M idd lesex R egt (D C O ). 
T h e  last docum entary item  is an invitation from 
C apt. J. T .  Panks, m c , com m anding “ C ”  C om pany 
7th  Battalion, dated D ecem ber 23, 1941» to the 
m em bers o f  the Sergeants M ess to join  the officers 
and sam ple aperitifs on C hristm as m orning “ until 
dinner tim e or until incapable” . T h e  C om pan y were 
then at Ballater, A berdeenshire, training for the m ove 
to N orth  A frica  w ith  51st (H ighland) D ivision. T h e  
C om pan y flag is halved diagonally red on top and 
yellow  below' w ith a w hite letter “ C ”  in the centre 
(i8 in . X  i6 in .) and was carried by the Com pany 
H eadquarters from  El A lam ein to S icily, Italy, and 
through to v ictory in N .W . Europe. F or m any years 
it was cared for b y  C pl. Reynolds, the driver for C oy 
H Q , and w'as eventually given b y  him  for presenta­
tion to the R egim ental M useum .

Presented by ex-C pl. Reynolds.

In the article o f  S gt. P . R edm ond, 57th Foot, on 
page 2 o f  the Die-H ards Newsletter, M a y  1972, 
L t.-C o l. Shadforth and his grandson, M ajor F. E. 
D a y, were referred to. It was not until later that it 
was realised that another relative o f  this gallant

Com m anding O fficer had been om itted. H e is M ajor 
M . P. W eedon, m c , a direct descendant o f C ol. 
Shadforth. M artin  W eedon presented to the R egi­
m ent a photograph o f L t.-C o l. Shadforth and the 
copy o f a letter on the eve o f  the attack on the 
Redan w hich is produced below':

Cam p before Sebastopol,
9 pm, 17 June 1855.

M y  ow n beloved w'ife and m y dearly beloved 
children,

A t 10 o ’clock tom orrow m orning, I lead the 57th 
to storm  the Redan. It is as I feel, an aw ful, perilous 
mom ent to me, but I place m yself in the hands o f B t  
gracious G o d  without whose w ill a sparrow canW t 
fall to the ground. I place m y whole trust in H im. 
Should I fall in the perform ance o f m y duty, I fu lly  
rely on the precious blood o f our Saviou r shed for 
sinners that I m ay be saved through H im . Pardon 
and forgive me, m y Beloved Ones, for anything I 
m ay have said or done to cause you one m om ent’s 
unhappiness. T o  G od I com m end m y b ody and soul 
w hich are His. Should it be H is w ill that I fall in 
defence of m y Queen and C ountry I m ost d ev o ted l^ ^  
say— “ T h y  w ill be done” .

G o d  bless you and protect you and m y last prayer 
w ill be that H e, in his infinite goodness, m ay preserve 
me to you. G od ever bless you, m y beloved Eliza, 
and m y dearest children and if  we m eet not again in 
this zvorld m ay we all m eet in the M ansion o f  our 
H eavenly Father through Jesus Christ.

G o d  bless and protect you and ever believe me, 
your affectionate husband and loving father.

T h om as Shadforth 
L t  C ol 57th Foot

M ajor W eedon wras aw arded the M ilitary  Cross for 
gallantry during the Battle o f H ong K o n g  when 
com m anding “ B ”  and “ D ”  Com panies, 1st Battalion 
T h e  M iddlesex Regim ent, from  D ecem ber 18, 1941, 
during the Japanese onslaught. H e was w ounded in 
the left shoulder on Christm as D a y and was a 
survivor o f the sinking o f  the Lisbon M aru  when the 
ship was torpedoed b y  the A m erican subm arine 
Grouper.

FR EE N E W S L E T T E R S
T h e  Editor w-ishes to thank M r. R . E. Booker, 

M ajor C . F . C arvell, M r. T .  G . Christm an, M r. W . S. 
C lapp, M r. E. S . D uffield, M r. G . S . H urlock, 
M r. M . G . L loyd, M iss D orothy Lo n ge, M r. H . J. 
M iller, M r. A . N icholson, L t.-C o l. E. P. Shanks, 
M r. K . R. T h iis  and M r. L . C . W est for their 
generosity in paying extra subscriptions so that free 
copies o f The Die-H ards Newsletter can be sent to 
deserving O ld  Com rades.
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N E W S L E T T E R  E X P E N S E S

T h e  Editor gratefu lly acknowledges donations 
from  M r. T .  W . D eeve, c m g , c b e , m c , and M r. W . H . 
Rippin towards the expenses o f produ cing The 
Die-Hards Newsletter.
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PERSONAL JOTTINGS

W e recently heard that ex-Pte. A lb ert Baker 
(14646193), who enlisted in the R egim ent for war 
service in July 1943 and served w ith  us until he was 
wounded in 1944, is now  living in M ill H ill.

O ur heartiest congratulations to C liff  and N ell 
^■Idry, w ho celebrated their diam ond w edding 
<^Piversary on N ovem ber 8. A m ongst the m any 
telegram s o f good wishes w hich they received was 
one from  H er M ajesty T h e  Queen. A p art from  these 
telegram s and other congratulatory m essages they 
had m any callers w ith whom  they spent a m ost happy 
tim e rem iniscing over the past.

L o n g  m ay th ey enjoy life in their neat and com ­
fortable Regim ental C ottage at A lbuhera Close, 

^ j^ )nfield .

W e w ere delighted to hear that that old 1st 
Battalion veteran, G inger Batson (6539610), has been 
aw arded the Im perial Service M edal for his long and 
faithful service to the public. O n b ehalf o f his many 
friends and old com rades, we send him  our heartiest 
congratulations on this very w ell-deserved award.

N ew s has been received that e x -W 0 2  L . Boling- 
broke (6198754), who served in the R egim ent from 
1928 to 1945, is now  stranded in A ustralia unable to 
w ork because o f blindness. H is case has been taken 
up by the R egim ental Association w ith a view  to 
getting him  a disability pension.

O ne o f ou r old 14th (Service) Battalion veterans, 
ex -L /C p l. A rth u r Bradford (5999862) has recently 
been put in touch w ith  us. A t  the end o f th e w ar in 
1919 he re-enlisted on a special four-year engagem ent 
and served w ith  the Essex R egim ent. H e now  lives 
at Edm onton.

W e were very sorry to hear that ex-Pte. Charlie 
B rust, w ho w on the M ilitary  M edal w'hen serving 

^ ^ • ith  the i/7th (T F )  Battalion during the 19 14-18  
^ B a r ,  had to go into hospital for an operation a week 

after his 80th birthday.
H e sends his best wishes to  all his old  com rades, 

and hopes soon to  m eet up w ith  them  again.

In  the S upplem ent to The London Gazette  dated 
O ctober 3, 1972, C ol. N ick  C arter was M entioned in 
D espatches in recognition o f  his distinguished 
service in N orthern Ireland during the period 
February 1, 1972, to  A p ril 30, 1972. H eartiest 
congratulations.

T h a t stalw art o f the 2/1 oth (T F )  Battalion, M ajor 
Bernard C attell, who, since the death o f his wife 
last M ay, has had to m ove from  his house in the 
W est End o f  London, still maintains a keen interest in 
h j^ t ld  Battalion and is honorary treasurer o f  their 
C fflr Com rades Association, a post he has held for 
some years.

E x-Pte. Stephen Chapm an (6192384), w ho served 
in the 2nd and 4th Battalions in E gyp t and G ibraltar 
after the 19 14 -18  war, has been dogged w ith  illness

during the past year, and has been helped by the 
R egim ental Association to have a convalescent 
holiday in the L o rd  K itchener M em orial H oliday 
H om e at Low'estoft. H e sends his best wishes to all 
his old com rades.

W e send our heartiest congratulations to  L t. 
R oger C o lb o u m e on his prom otion to C aptain w ith  
effect from  July 29 last.

D u rin g his four w eeks’ holiday in C anada in the 
late sum m er Ernie C olebeck, ou r ch ief clerk, actually 
m et Captain Paul T ru m an , w ho is doing a tour o f 
duty w ith  the 2nd Battalion Princess P atricia’s 
Canadian L ig h t Infantry in W innipeg, and Pip 
C onnor, that loyal veteran o f the 21st (Service) 
Battalion, w ho lives in W illow dale, Ontario. H e also 
got in touch b y  telephone w ith  L t.-C o l. John 
Pollard w ho is serving as liaison officer w ith  the U .S . 
A rm y at Fort C arson and L t.-C o l. T o m  C ub itt, now 
living in V ancouver Island, British C olum bia.

Ex-Bdsm . Sidney C ook (6200341), who served in 
the 2nd Battalion from  1930 to 1935, when he had to 
leave the Service on m edical grounds, is now living 
at Bognor Regis in Sussex.

E x-Pte. G eorge D u thoit (6205165), one o f  ou r 
form er 2/8th Battalion m em bers during the 1939— 
45 war, has had a difficult tim e through illness w hich 
kept him  unem ployed for nearly tw o years.

H e is now  living at Streatham , L ondon S W 16 .

W e have recently been put in tou ch  w ith  another 
o f our old soldiers, ex-Pte. Joseph Everitt (6196032), 
w ho served w ith  the 2nd Battalion in India in the 
1920s. H e now  lives at Carshalton in Surrey.

A  recent recruit to the Regim ental Association is 
C harles H aynes, aged 82, w ho was discharged from 
the 3rd Battalion w ith  a disability pension in 1919. 
H e lives at Brighton and has prom ised to visit us at 
E dgw are when he next goes to stay w ith  his son at 
W atford.

E x -R Q M S  “ Jacko”  Jaques (6200175) sends his 
greetings to  all D ie-H ards. In  a letter recently he 
enclosed a cutting from  his local paper in Belvedere, 
K en t, w hich was, in fact, a m em orial notice to the 
late Ptes. B. W o olley (6200754) and J. Thom as 
(6200965), w ho w ere both drow ned when the Lisbon 
Maru  was torpedoed in O ctob er 1942.

E x -S g t. A lfie Jones (L/T6515), w ho served in the 
19 14 -18  war in the 23rd (Second Football) Battalion 
before going to  N orth  Russia w ith  N o. 1 Special 
Com pany, and afterw ards w ith  the 2nd Battalion in 
India, sends his regards to all his old com rades.

A  welcom e visitor to E dgw are last Septem ber was 
ex-Sgt. K eith  L loyd  (22375925). H e was on the last 
day o f his term inal leave and has now  settled in M ill 
H ill. H e has joined the Regim ental Association and 
intends to visit us frequently , bringing his cam eras!!
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E x-Sgt. R . K . (M onty) L ow e, who now lives at 
R yde in the Isle o f  W igh t, sends his best wishes to 
all D ie-H ards. D u rin g  the 1939-45 w ar he served 
w ith  the 1, 7th  Battalion.

A s w e go to press we have been successful in 
enrolling another ex-m em ber o f the R egim ent in the 
Regim ental Association. H e is ex-Pte. John M an- 
n ering (22541620). H e served w ith the is t  Battalion 
in C yp ru s and was discharged w hilst there on m edical 
grounds.

In a letter recently received, S. J. M eadow s 
(6196067), late 9th Battalion, sends his best wishes 
to  all old com rades.

A nother ex-m em ber o f the Regim ent to  jo in  the 
R egim ental Association recently is ex-Pte. D . O. 
Pam  (6212816), w ho served in “ D ”  Com pany, 
2/8th Battalion, w hen it was stationed in N orthern 
Ireland during the 1939-45 war.

H e now  lives at Enfield and is em ployed as refer­
ence and inform ation officer to the London Borough 
o f  Enfield.

Earlier this year one o f  ou r form er N ational Service 
soldiers, ex-Pte. D ouglas Page (23262930), who 
served w ith the 1st Battalion from  N o vem b er 1955 
to D ecem ber 1958, was put in touch w ith  us. A s  a 
result, the R egim ental Association w ere able to help 
tow ards the cost o f  a holiday for his fam ily under the 
C h ild ren ’s H oliday Schem e sponsored b y  the A rm y 
Benevolent Fund.

O u r heartiest congratulations go to L t.-C o l. T o n y  
P ielow  on his prom otion to the rank o f  Colonel on

taking up the appointm ent in O ctober o f C h ie f of 
Personal S ta ff to the D epu ty C om m ander-in-C hief, 
Central Europe.

L t.-C o l. W illiam  L . (Bobs) Roberts has retired 
after 20 years as a D epu ty Lieutenant o f G reater 
London.

A nother newly-joined m em ber o f  the Regim ental 
Association is C S M  A . E. (W hipper) Sills, now 
serving w ith  the A rm y C adet Force. H e is a veteran 
T A  soldier having joined the 7th Battalion in S ep t­
em ber 1929 and served w ith it continuously u »  
1950, when he volunteered for service in Korea and 
was posted to the “ G lorious G loucesters” . O n  return 
from  his spell o f active service in K orea, he rejoined 
the 7th Battalion and remained w ith  that Battalion 
u n til it becam e part o f the Q ueen ’s R egim ent (T A V R ), 
w hen he took his discharge.

Am ongst the congregation at the C hurch  P a rad ^ ^  
held at the R oyal H ospital, C helsea, on O ctober 
was the Rev. H ugh W ake, whose father, the late 
L t.-C o l. Edward S t. A u b yn  W ake, raised our 21st 
(Service) Battalion in M a y  1915. H e w ill no doubt 
be rem em bered by those m em bers w ho w ere serving 
in the Battalion at that time.

O ne o f our w ar-tim e soldiers, ex-Pte. W illiam  
W eb b  (6215802), has been in touch w ith  us. A fter 
tw o years’ service in the R egim ent he transferred to 
the Royal N avy in Septem ber 1943 and served in  the 
Senior Service until January 1945 when he was 
invalided out.

H e now  lives at W altham stow, Essex.

#
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T H E  M ID D L E S E X  R E G IM E N T  G O L F IN G  
S O C IE T Y  

A u tu m n  M e e t in g  1972

A  m ost successful and enjoyable m eeting was held 
on the course o f the N orth H ants G o lf  C lu b , on 
Friday, O ctober 13, when a total o f 26 took part—  
a record for an autum n m eeting.

T h e  ch ief feature o f this m eeting was the success 
o f R ichard H ardcastle, the son o f M ajor and M rs. 
K en  H ardcastle, who not only put up an excellent 
score o f 39 to win the Stableford singles, but he 

jM |s also successful in the Stableford foursomes. 
^ ^ T h e  detailed results, each decided over 18 holes, 

w ere as follows:

FORTHCOM ING EVEN TS

S ta b le fo rd  S in g le s

M r. R . H . K . H ardcastle (w inner H orton C up) 
L t.-C o l. C . N . C layd en  (runner-up)
W O 2  M . Q u inn  
L t.-C o l. T .  W . C h attey  . .
M ajo r G . G oring 

. M r .  H . J. C hillery 
^ M aster H ow ard C layd en  
WM r. T .  F . Jones 

C p l. D . J. M iles 
M r. C . D . M atthew s 
L t.-C o l. J. R. B. W orton  . .
L/C p l. R. F. Abraham s . .
Capt. R. J. T arran t 
M r. A . G . T o rrie  
M r. M . R. T .  W alden 
M a jo r J. I. D . Pike 
M rs. H . K . H ardcastle 
M ajo r R. C . H . Bellers . .
M ajo r A . R. Bisset 
M r. N . Brooks 
M ajo r H . K . Hardcastle 
M a jo r J. M . H ewson 
M rs. C . N . C layden 
M r. E . Johnson (D ivot) . .
W O  1 R . Ford 
O R Q M S  M . J. F lyn n  . .

S ta b le fo rd  F o u r s o m e s

Points
scored

M r. R . H . K . H ardcastle and M r. C . D . M atthew s 
(winners, Jay C u p)

M rs. H . K . Hardcastle and M r. T .  F . Jones (runners-up) 
C p l. D . J. M iles and L/C p l. R. F. Abraham s 
M ajo r G . G o rin g  and M r. A . G . T o r r ie . .
L t.-C o ls . C . N . C layd en  and T .  W . C hattey 
L t.-C o l. J. R . B. W orton and M rs. C . N . C layd en  
M ajo r A . R . B isset and M r. R oche (N .H .G .C .)
C ap t. R . J. T arran t and M r. M . R . T .  W alden 
M r. N . Brooks and W O 2 M . Q uinn 
M ajo r R. C . H. Bellers and M aster H . C layden 
O R Q M S  M . J. F lynn  and M a jo r J. M . H ew son 
M a jo r J. I. D . Pike and M r. E. Johnson 

^ W O iR .  F ord  and M r. H .J . C h i l l e r y ...............................

Points
scored

H id d e n  H o le s  C o m p e tit io n

M r. T .  F . Jones (winner)
M r .C . D . M atthew s (runner-up] 
M r. R. H . K . H ardcastle 
L t.-C o l. C . N . C layd en  . .
C ap t. R . J. T arran t 
W O 2  M . Q uinn 
M r. H . J. C h illery  
M aster H ow ard C layd en  
L t.-C o l. T .  W . C h attey  . .
M rs. H . K . H ardcastle 
M a jo r A . R . Bisset 
M r. A . G . T o rr ie  . .
M r. M . R . T .  W alden 
L t.-C o l. J. R . B . W orton 
M ajo r R . C . H . Bellers . .
C p l. D . J. M iles 
M ajo r J. I. D . Pike 
L / C p l. R . F . Abraham s . . 
M a jo r G . G o rin g  
M a jo r H . K .  H ard, astle 
? J a L S. Brooks

C . N . C layd en  
Ivrajor J. M . H ew son 
M r. E . Johnson 
W O i R. Ford  
O R Q M S  M . J. F lyn n  . .

N R
N R

Date 1973 
Saturday, A p ril 28

F riday, M a y  4

Friday, M a y  11

6
N R
N R

Saturday, M ay 12

24 Saturday, M a y  19

Points
scored

IS

Event
i/7th Battalion (1939-45) 

D inner at T A V R  C entre, 
P riory Road, H ornsey,
N8.

S pring G o lf  M eeting, at 
N orth  H ants G o lf  C lub , 
Fleet.

(1) O fficers’ C lu b  C ocktail Party
at U nited  Service and 
R oyal A ero  C lub .

(2) 2 / io th  B a tta lio n  O C A  
A nnual D inner at V icto ry  
ex-Service C lu b , S ey ­
m our Street, L ondon W 2.

(1) A lb uhera S ervice o f  R e­
m em brance at St. P a u l’s 
C athedral.

(2) A nnual Reunion at Porches-
ter H all, Q ueensw ay, 
L ondon W 2.

9th Battalion Branch A nnual 
D in n er at V icto ry  ex- 
Service C lu b , S eym our 
Street, London W 2.

A t  the conclusion o f the m eeting, M rs. “ T o ssie”  
W orton  very kindly presented the prizes.

H i l l i n g  A  ¿ t a f .

FLORISTS

fo r ^Jlovuari, P ia n tò , etc.

MEMBERS o f INTERFLORA

(F low ers by  wire, 

any time and  any­

where throughout 

the world)

Phone: M ILL  HILL 1387

145 BROADWAY, MILL HILL, N.W.7



CO RRESPO N D EN CE

From : A ir. T. G . Christman 
T h e  Editor,
The D ie-H ards Newsletter

94 H atherleigh Road, 
R uislip , M idd x.

O ctober 3, 1972.
D ear Sir,

T h e  account o f  the visit o f  K in g  E dw ard V III  to 
the 2nd Battalion in 1936 given in the Newsletter for 
A u gu st recalls to m y m ind a visit he m ade to the 1st 
Battalion at .Aldershot in 1926 w hen he was the 
P rince o f  W ales. I was serving w ith  the 1st Battalion 
then and the day o f  his visit was a typical English 
sum m er s day— pouring with rain. H ow ever, punctual 
to the m inute H .R .H . arrived and ignoring the rain 
proceeded with his inspection. H e did not hurry, he 
took his tim e m oving along the ranks and stopping 
even- few  paces to speak to the men as i f  it had been 
a glorious sum m er day, as it should have been. I 
think he endeared h im self to every m an on parade 
that day as we had been on parade th irty minutes 
before H .R .H . arrived and w ere v ery  w et and we 
rather expected him  to hurry his inspection to avoid 
getting w et him self, b ut he did not. A s  I heard a 
fellow  rem ark w hen w e got back to the barrack room 
“ B lim ey, h e ’s a real toff, he got as B lankety-Blank 
w et as w e d id ” .

Y ou rs truly,
T .  G . C h r i s t m a n .

F rom : M r. E . J .  Stebbing 
T h e  Editor,
The Die-H ards Newsletter

T h e  Bungalow ,
P ot K iln  C .P . School,

G reat C onrad,
Sudb ury, Suffolk. 

S eptem ber 25, 1972.
D ear Sir,

V ery  m any thanks for sending a copy o f  The Die- 
Hards Newsletter, received a couple o f  days ago. 
H avin g read w ith  great interest the item  on page 1 
re the the vist o f  H .M . K in g  E dw ard V I I I  to the 
2nd Battalion in 1936, this has prom pted m e to add

m y recollections o f  that m em orable occasion. I have 
special reason to rem em ber that im portant event as, 
on the previous day, I was Battalion O rderly Corporal, 
aw aiting the last bugle call o f the day, “ L igh ts O u t”  
to be sounded, but instead “ O rderly Sergeants”  was 
sounded. Customary' as it was, I, as Battalion 
O rderly Corporal, answered the call. O utside the 
guardroom  in all his splendour o f mess kit, stood 
M ajor I. D . S. G ordon, the A djutant. W hen all 
O rderly Sergeants w ere present, M ajor G o rd ^ \  \ 
m ade the historic announcem ent, “ T h e  K in g  ^  
inspecting the Battalion tom orrow .”  A t  this stage 
R .S .M . W . W ard, m m , appeared not quite knowing 
w hether the A djutant was serious or not. H owever, 
R .S .M . W ard gave out detail w hich to m y m em ory 
was— “ L ights O u t”  to be extended to 2300 hrs, a 
rehearsal parade at 0800 hrs tom orrow, and all living 
out personnel to be warned. W hat a task that was at 
that hour o f the night ! ! ! A

H owever, the Battalion rallied to the call m agni- ™  
ficently. D id  Brig. Procter forget or overlook the fact 
that the Battalion Band was aw ay at T id w orth  T atto o  ? 
T h e  C orps o f D rum s made a m ost noble effort of 
the National Anthem  w ith their fifes. I believe the 
D rum m er who sounded the seldom  used Battalion 
call “ Royal Salute”  was D rum m er Savill and he made 
a really first class jo b  o f it. I also have a copy o f the 
photo o f H .M .’s departure on the steps o f the Officers 
M ess at Victoria Barracks. I suggest one w ho m ay 
know the mess w aiter in the background is V ic  
Corner who, I recall, was h im self a mess w aiter at 
Portsm outh and I know V ic  is still around. H e lives at 
Sandy in Bedfordshire and is a m em ber o f  the 
Regim ental Association.

W ell, Brig. Procter has given his version o f the visit 
o f  H is M ajesty from  the “ U pper D e ck ”  point o f 
v iew , I have given m y impression from  the “ L o w er 
D e ck ”  hand side o f it. W ritin g  o f Pom pey makes me 
feel all nautical. Should this letter find a space in the 
next Newsletter, I trust it w ill make as interesting 
reading as that o f B rig. Procter.

W ith very best wishes to all D ie-H ards both 
young and old.

Y ou rs sincerely,
E r n i e  J. S t e b b i n g . ™

☆  ☆  ☆

Parsons
Over a C en tu ry-o ld  P a rtn e rsh ip . . .
L ike th e  Serv ices, we h av e  a  t ra d i t io n  to  u p h o ld , a t  th e  sam e  tim e  ta k in g  a d - ^

,  v a n ta g e  o f  sc ien tific  p ro g ress  in  th is  ag e  o f  m e c h a n isa tio n , yet m a in ta in in g
4 n  f |  th ro u g h  a  special d e p a r tm e n t,  a  p e rso n a l a n d  he lp fu l link  w ith  o u r  c ustom ers!
U l I U  w h o m  w e a r e e v e r  w illing to  a d v ise  a n d  assis t in  th e  p ro d u c tio n  o f  th e ir  jo u rn a ls  

D v i n t i n n 1 r  I n x n c n u c  I T n  T h e  Adelphi, John Adam St., London W C2Nmniing r .  J. PARoONS LTD «A Y. Telephone 01-839 7151. W orks at Has-
O  tings, Folkestone, Bexbill and Lewes.

O B I T U A R Y

It is w ith  deep regret that w e have to announce 
that the follow ing have died:
B e l l c h a m b e r s — O n O ctober 14, 1972, ex-C pl.

^ ^ V ill ia m  Edward Bellcham bers (L /12759 ar*d 
188624) aged 80. H e enlisted in the Regim ent in 

D ecem ber 1909 and, except for the tim e he spent 
in the trenches in the 19 14 -18  W ar, he was a 
m em ber o f the band throughout his service. He 
played w ith  ability in the bands of the 1st, 2nd, 3rd 
and 4th Regular Battalions, n t h  (Service) B at­
talion and the staff bands o f the 5th and 6th 
(M ilitia) Battalions. H e was wounded in the right

•  eye w hilst serving w ith  the B E F  in France, and 
this eventually caused him  to be discharged as 
m edically unfit for further service in N ovem ber 
1920.

C h i l d — O n O ctober n ,  1972, ex-Pte. Frederick 
John Child . H e served in the R egim ent during the 
19 14 -18  W ar. T h e  last years o f his life w ere spent 
in the S tar and G arter H om e for D isabled Sailors, 
Soldiers and A irm en at R ichm ond, where he was 
given the special care so necessary for his mental 
and physical disability.

D a m s — O n A ugust 1 1 ,  1 9 7 2 ,  at the W hite H ouse, 
W eybridge, peacefully after a long illness, M uriel 
Selm a, aged 9 3 , beloved w ife o f  the late C ol. Louis 
D am s, t d , a form er C om m anding O fficer o f the 8th 
(T A ) Battalion.

M a c k e n z i e — O n A ugust 10, 1972, at H ythe H ospital, 
Southam pton, Brigadier H ugh Fraser M ackenzie, 
c b e , aged 63. H e was com m issioned into the 
R egim ent as a 2nd-Lieutenant on A u gu st 30, 1928, 
and served w ith  the 1st Battalion until A u gu st 1931 
w hen he transferred to the R oyal A rm y O rdnance

•  C orps. D u rin g the 1939-45 w ar he was m entioned 
in despatches three tim es, and, in O ctob er 1945, he 
was m ade a C B E  for his war services. In 1956 he 
becam e D epu ty  D irector o f O rdnance Services, 
N orthern  Com m and, and, in 1959, he took up the 
same appointm ent at H Q  Eastern C om m and.

N e w t o n — O n July 17, 1972, M ajor W illoughb y 
C haplin  N ew ton, aged 68. H e was com m issioned 
into the R egim ent as a 2nd -Lieutenant on A ugust 
30, 1924, and was posted to the 1st Battalion. 
A lm ost his entire service was w ith  this Battalion. 
H e was prom oted Captain on A p ril 2, 1936, and 
M ajor on A u gu st 30, 1941. H e eventually retired 
on January 25, 1948.

P a i n — O n A u gu st 12, 1972, L t.-C o l. E dw ard Thom as 
^ P a in ,  aged 75. H e was com m issioned into the 
^W Legim ent as a 2nd -L ieutenant on July  7, 1916, and 

served with the B E F  in France from  Septem ber 
1916 until he was w ounded on M arch  3 , 1917. 
A fter the 1914-18  w ar he was posted to the 2nd 
Battalion and served w ith that Battalion unjil 
N o vem b er 1925, when he was seconded for a

tw o-year tour o f d u ty  w ith  the W est A frican 
F rontier Force. In D ecem ber 1937 he was 
appointed A djutan t o f the 8th (T A ) Battalion. On 
the outbreak o f the 1939-45 w ar he becam e 
Second-in-C om m and o f this Battalion and later 
com m anded the Battalion from  M arch  1941 to 
M ay 1942.

S t a f f o r d — In July 1972, L t.-C o l. R. S . H. Stafford, 
d s o , m c . A t the outbreak o f  the 19 14 -18  w ar he 
was given a com m ission in the Special R eserve of 
the 60th Rifles. H e com m anded our 17th (F oo t­
ballers) Battalion from  June 1917 until its disband­
m ent in February 1918. T h e  follow ing is a b rief 
appreciation from  C apt. T .  F. G . C arless, m c , who 
served under his com m and at that t im e :

“ H e was a grand C O  and the Battalion under his 
Com m and was really great, and it was very sad 
that we had to be disbanded to  provide rein­
forcem ents for other Battalions on the reorganis- 
tion o f the A rm y from  four to three-Battalion 
Brigades. T h e  only tim e I saw S tafford ’s 
emotional side wras w hen he took the salute 
when half o f  the Battalion m arched away from  
cam p en route to another Battalion” .

W a l l i s — O n  July 30, 1972, ex-Pte. R eginald G od frey  
W allis (G/19865) aged 76. H e enlisted as a 
“ K itchener’s A rm y ”  m an in the 21st (Islington) 
Battalion in N ovem ber 1915. A fter training at 
A ldershot and W oking he w ent w ith  the Battalion 
to join  the B E F  in France, and served w ith  it until 
February 1918 w hen it was disbanded. H e was 
then posted to the 2nd Battalion and served w ith 
this Battalion until O ctob er 1918 wfien he was 
wounded. H e was sent to E ngland and wras finally 
discharged in February 1919.

W a t s o n — O n A ugust 17, 1972, suddenly and peace­
fu lly  at hom e, Irene M ildred, beloved w ife of 
L t.-C o l. D . B. W atson, m c .

W e b b — O n A ugust 10, 1972, ex-Pte. G eorge W ebb, 
m m  (G/54496) aged 73. H e volunteered as a line 
soldier in 1916 w hilst under age but, by adding a 
couple o f years to his real age, he was able to  be 
posted to the B E F  in France. H e joined the 19th 
(2nd Public W orks Pioneers) Battalion as a 
stretcher bearer and served w ith  the Battalion 
until 1919, when he enlisted on a special four-year 
regular engagem ent and joined the 2nd Battalion. 
He was finally discharged in M arch  1923.

H e was aw arded the M ilitary  M edal for his 
bravery during the fighting in 1918.

S T O P  P R E S S
A s we go to press news has been received that the 

follow ing have died:
E x - C S M  F. Firm an (6200579).
E x-P te. Fred d y C ook (6193667).
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S ecretary ’s Notes

B e n e v o le n t  C a s e s
D u rin g  the quarter ended Septem ber 30, 1972, 

the sum  o f  £436 w as expended from  the Charitable 
F un d in m aking grants to 24 ex-m em bers o f the 
Regim ent, or their dependants.

D o n a tio n s — C h a r ita b le  F u n d
T h e  Secretary gratefu lly acknowledges donations 

to the C haritable Fund from  L t. R . T .  D outhet, 
M r. C . J. H ourihane, M r. F. A . Jackson, Capt. P. C . 
Prescott-R ichardson and M ajor R. W . D . Sw ord, M.c.

P la y e r ’s  L e a g u e  M a tc h , L o r d ’s
A  total o f 12 O ld  Com rades and their relatives took 

advantage o f the facilities arranged for m em bers o f 
the R egim ental Association to attend the Player’s 
L eague M atch  at L o rd ’s on A u gu st 20, 1972, 
betw een M idd lesex and W arw ickshire.

A  m ost exciting m atch, w hich W arw ickshire won 
b y  one run, was m uch enjoyed b y  all present from the 
com fort o f  a specially reserved box in w hich an 
excellent p icnic lunch and tea w ere provided by the 
caterers at L o rd ’s.

W e are specially indebted to M r. C . F. Farley 
(form erly i/7th Battalion), w'ho holds an im portant 
post on the staff o f L o rd ’s, for the excellent arrange­
m ents he m ade for this visit.

G r a n d  C o n c e r t , K n e l le r  H a ll
A  total o f  20 m em bers and their fam ilies attended 

a grand concert at K neller H all on W ednesday, 
A u gu st 30, 1972, under arrangem ents m ade by the 
Regim ental Association.

S u m m e r  O u tin g
T h e  outing organised this year was a v isit to 

W hipsnade Z oo. It took place on Sunday, Septem ber 
24, and was attended by 53 m em bers and their 
relations and friends.

T h ere  is no dou bt that this outing was far less 
popular than that arranged last year to the Royal 
W indsor Safari Park. O n  that occasion there w as a 
record attendance o f 85.

M id d le s e x / K e n s in g to n  A s s o c ia t io n  S o c ia l  
E v e n in g

A lth o u gh  the num ber o f  ou r O ld  Com rades 
attending was disappointing a very enjoyable “ get- 
together”  w as held at 190 H am m ersm ith Road, 
London, W 6, on Friday, O ctob er 6, 1972.

W e w ere particularly glad to see, am ongst those 
w ho attended, ou r m ost senior Chelsea Pensioner, 
C /Sgt. C ornelius K in g .

C h u r c h  S e r v ic e  at R o y a l  H o sp ita l, C h e ls e a
O u r annual church  service at the Royal H ospital, 

Chelsea, took place this year on Sunday, O ctob er 8, 
w hen a party o f  59 m em bers, their relations and 
friends, headed by the D e p u ty  C olonel and M rs. 
C layton , attended.

Prior to the service our O ld  C om rades, under the 
com m and o f  M ajor R. W . J. Sm ith, m b e , and with 
the Association standard carried by M r. H. W . K ent,

w ere inspected by the D epu ty  G overnor, M ajor- 
G eneral S ir N igel T ap p , k b e , c b , d s o .

A fter the service, a buffet lunch was provided in 
the Pensioners’ C lub.

F . W .

m
E A L IN G  B R A N C H

I paid a visit last w'eek to one o f ou r oldest m em bers, 
A rthur W ernley, late o f the 1st Battalion, aged 86. 
A rthur is nearly blind and very deaf but w ith  the 
help o f the latest type o f hearing aid he is able to have 
a good talk w ith  anyone w ho likes to visit him . I 
spent a very interesting couple o f hours listening to^ ^  
these people (A rthur and his wife) w ho have o v er-^ P  
com e m any difficulties both physical and financial, 
and still com e up w ith  a smile. W ith special aids a 
book is read, and a very interesting talk is given on 
subjects w'hich the blind person can choose. W h at a 
boon these things are to afflicted p eo p le!

A rth u r joined the 1st Battalion in 1903, serving in 
India. Called up at the outbreak o f  w ar in 1914 he 
served right through and eventually found him self 
back in Ealing. H e has been a m em ber o f Ealing 
Branch for years and although he cannot com e up to 
see us I go to him  and give him  all the news. Several 
o f  our m em bers are confined to their hom es ow ing to 
age and infirm ity but I m anage to arrange a call 
occasionally and let them  know w hat is going on.

A nother old ’ un, A lf  C raw ford , 85, late i/ io th  
(1914), sends his best wishes to any old pal w ho may 
rem em ber him.

T h e  builders are still b usy at our old hom e and a 
crisis is fast approaching in m ore ways than one, but 
as A squith  said in ’09 “ W ait and S ee” .

T h a t ’s the lot for this time. Cheerio D ie-H ards.
A l b e r t  W h i t e .

H O R N S E Y  A N D  E N F IE L D  B R A N C H  ^
Since last w riting, I am pleased to say that som e o ^ R l  

ou r m em bers w ere able to attend the Association 
Sum m er O u tin g on Septem ber 24, and had a very 
enjoyable tim e at W hipsnade Zoo. O n ce again it was 
a great success and I was disappointed at being un­
able to go m yself. R um our has it that Bert M ellor 
forgot his spurs and could not have his elephant 
ride, b ut Stan H urlock obliged b y  giving him  a Pick- 
a-back. S eriou sly though these functions are not only 
excellent in their own right, b ut provide the oppor­
tunity for old friends to m eet, and have a “ noggin” 
and chat together.

A nother really good exam ple o f this was the 
parade on Sunday, O ctob er 8, at C helsea. T h is  I was 
able to go to and can assure those o f you w ho did not, 
that they missed a v ery  colourful and heart-warm ing 
few  hours. Stan H urlock m ade an excellent 
m arker for ou r contingent, and M ajor D ick  S m ™  
words o f com m and left us in no doubt to w hat to do 
and when to do it ! ! ! I am sure w e wrere all very im ­
pressed with the turnout and bearing o f  the In- 
Pensioners who can still put a few  youngsters to 
shame.
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T h e  point that always strikes me very forcibly at all 
our get-togethers is the cam araderie between all 
ranks and their ladies— this obviously speaks highly 
o f the individuals as w ell as the Regim ent and makes 
me feel proud to “ belong” .

W e are still experiencing problem s at H ornsey 
inasm uch as getting m em bers to  attend, but we wrill 
persist in trying. I hope we can at least get enough to 
turn up for a m onthly visit even if  it is not con­
venient for all every week.

I^et m e take this opportunity o f  w ishing you all a 
^ j y  H appy Christm as— lots o f G ood  H ealth— and 

^ H p p y and Prosperous N ew  Y ear— m ay m ore o f  us 
get together m ore often in 1973.

L e s  H o s s l e n .

M I L L  H IL L  B R A N C H
Like “ O le M an R iver” , wre keep on rolling along. 

Perhaps a little unsteady and choppy in places but 
the current carries along all w ho drop in. O n ly  a few 

^ ^ o n o g e n a ria n s , quite a num ber o f octogenarians, a 
^ ^ score or so septuagenarians, a host o f sexagenarians—  

a m isnom er that I am told by som e o f our less able 
m em bers— and an ample num ber o f m iddle-aged 
and you n g (anyone under 40 years com ing under the 
category “ young” ).

T h e  Branch flourishes, not only in the num ber on 
the m em bership roll but, m ore exciting, in the 
num ber o f m em bers and their friends w ho attend our 
m onthly gatherings. A n y special function arranged 
by the Regim ental Association is always enthusias­
tically supported by our m em bers w ho are liable to 
mob their old officers and com rades they m eet on 
these dom estic occasions.

T h e  Branch was very w ell represented on the 
annual pilgrim age to M ons and at the Royal H ospital, 
Chelsea. D etails o f both cerem onies w ill, I ’m  sure, be 
found on other pages o f this newsletter. A t  the time 
o f  going to press, a visit to G ondecourt and L ille  is 
being arranged. L ille  is where C apt. M ichael 
T roto b as’s code nam e in the Resistance, “ Capitaine 
M ich el” , is com m em orated on the Reseau Sylvestre 
— Farm er M onum ent. A gain, the branch w ill be 
represented in the lim ited num ber it is possible to 
take.

Ernie Colebeck, on his holiday in Canada, was able 
m eet Pip C onnor, m m , w ho served w ith  the 21st 

(Islington) and 2nd Battalions in that order. H e was 
unable to contact C ol. “ N ick ”  C ater who also is now 
in Ontario. It is possible that C ol. N ick  and Pip  will 
be able to m eet in the near future.

D u e to visit E ngland next year is A lf  D am on who 
served w ith our 16th (Public Schools) Battalion and 
w ho has lived in Tasm ania for m any years. A  com rade 
o f  his days o f  soldiering w ith  the 16th, John G ates, 
has now  left E ngland’s shores and taken up dom icile 
within short flying distance o f  A lf, both being in touch 
w ith  each other.

A  w ell-know n m em ber o f our T erritoria l A rm y and 
who is now  a C S M  in the C adet Force has joined the 
Branch. H e is A . E. “ W h ipp er”  S ills w ho has served 
continuously for 43 years. T h is  service covers the 
\^® ,ears in England, France, Belgium , N orth  Africa, 
Italy, N orm andy, and G erm any. H e also saw' active 
service w ith  the “ G lorious G loucesters”  in K orea. In 
civilian life he is an instructor o f driving for London 
T ran sport, teaching drivers how’ to handle a bus in 
L ondon traffic.

G reat help to the branch during the past 12 m onths

has been given b y  Stan and Vera K ersw ill, w ho have 
consistently organised our m onthly raffle in a very 
successful manner. A  cheery, happy couple, no task is 
too m uch for them  to undertake. W e are indeed 
fortunate in having a younger generation D ie-H ard 
to help out in com m ittee w'ork. Stan is the son o f  the 
late R S M  “ K icker”  K ersw ill, w ho was a stalwart of 
the branch.

A s these notes are being w ritten the diamond 
w'edding o f  C liff  and N ell Badry is being celebrated. 
C liff  joined the 1st Battalion in 1896 and is ou r oldest 
soldier in service; he is now  94 years o f  age. D u ring 
his service he saw the draft em bark in the Warren 
Hastings to  survive shipw reck w ith  great courage, his 
Sergeant-M ajor had the Regim ental num ber “ 1”  
and the older soldiers in the Battalion w'hen referring 
to “ the w ar”  meant the Z u lu  W ar.

O n behalf o f the m em bers o f  the M ill H ill Branch, 
m y closing note is to bid all D ie-H ards o f our brother 
branches a M erry  Christm as and contentm ent in
1973-

M a j o r  D i c k  S m i t h .

P O R T S M O U T H  A N D  G O S P O R T  B R A N C H
N o t so m uch to report in this issue, things have 

been slack— b ut w e manage to keep ou r heads above 
the w'ater line. M eetings have been sparsely attended, 
but visitors to the Branch helped to sw’ell ou r num ­
bers on tw o occasions and w e hope these visitors en­
joyed  their stay, even if  it was only to natter over days 
gone by.

D u rin g this period we have had visits from  Colonel 
and M rs. W alden, M ajor and M rs. H oneybun and 
son, M r. J. D avis, M r. and M rs. W adsw orth, M r. 
Lam bourne, M r. F . N ash and friend and M r. L . 
W est— som e o f  these we know are m em bers, but 
have not seen for a time.

D u rin g this period w'e wrere depleted in num bers, 
our Chairm an, Peggy, holidaying in D u b lin ’s Fair 
C ity , Pat O ’C onnor in M un ich  (lucky blighter), M rs. 
Buckle holidaying in Berm uda, and M rs. Charles, 
w ho has left the district to reside in Sw'indon.

W e w'ere pleased to see Jim D avis looking rem ark­
ably well— it seems that our southern air did  him  the 
w’orld o f  good.

O ur stalwarts, nam ely Peggy O ’N eill, Bert H astie, 
N oel Peters, C harlie Kennett, L o fty  Low'e and m y­
self— also the ladies M esdam es M cN e ill, B uckle, 
Deans, K ennett— send their best w'ishes to all 
Branches and m embers know n to them .

O u r old m em ber, Jack Deans, is still far from  w ell 
but w'e hope, although his progress is slow , that we 
shall soon see h im  w ith  us again.

B y the tim e these notes appear C hristm as w ill be 
upon us so here’s w'ishing one and all— A  M erry  
Christm as and a Prosperous New' Y ear.

R. S . M c N e i l l .

2/7th B A T T A L IO N  B R A N C H
T h e  27th annual dinner o f  the B ranch took place 

at the V icto ry  E x-Service C lu b , S eym our Street, 
L ondon W 2 , on Friday, O ctob er 6, 1972.

L t.-C o l. Stanley M iram s presided and there were 
75 m em bers present.

T h e  guest o f  the evening w’as C o l. Ian Burrow s, 
chairm an o f the Regim ental Association.

D u rin g  the dinner, in accordance w ith  the usual 
custom , a collection w'as made, as a result o f  w hich the
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handsom e sum  o f  £ 5 1 was handed over to the 
Regim ental Association to be placed to the credit o f 
the C haritable Fund.

9T H  b a t t a l i o n  b r a n c h
I am afraid there is not m uch news to im part this 

tim e and in a w ay that is good.
T h e  news that I do not like to discuss is that o f  the 

deaths o f ou r m em bers. U p  to now  none has been 
reported since the last issue.

T h is  is the season when nearly all the social events 
have taken place except that o f  A rm istice D ay. T h a t 
indeed w ill be past when you receive this issue. I can 
always rem em ber the first A rm istice D a y fifty  years 
ago— the huge crow ds in W hitehall, the bands o f the 
various forces starting at the H orse G uards Parade 
and m arching to the C enotaph to take their places in 
that huge phalanx o f uniform ed men. T h a t solemn 
tw o m inutes’ silence broken on ly b y  the birds that 
were fluttering around, w hich  was not only at the 
C enotaph but in every street, factory, hom e, field 
and on the sea. I f  a person m oved during those two 
m inutes he w as told o f it afterw ards. E ven all the 
m otors w ere stopped and the drivers stood b y  their 
vehicles.

C ustom s grow  old and are forgotten, b ut the 
m em ory o f  those chaps, w ho gave all in the tw o world 
w ars, should not be allowed to fade away.

Perhaps those w ho w ere and are prepared to hold 
the com m unity to ransom  in the wage disputes o f  the 
past and future, should think o f this.

O u r old drill hall in Pound Lane, W illesden, is still 
standing and has not been structurally altered m uch 
on the outside. Now' it is the social com m ittee’s 
prem ises o f  the Borough o f Brent and very different 
from  the place where those keen young T erriers con ­
gregated.

T h e  C om m ittee send their v ery  best wishes for 
Christm as and a v ery  H appy N ew  Y ear.

R. T .  M .

W O s A N D  SER G EA N T S BRA N CH
W hen  I received the E d ito r’s request for our con­

tribution for the N o vem b er issue o f  this Newsletter 
I realised that w e w ere nearing the end o f  another 
year, w hich caused m e to look back at w hat has hap­
pened so far. T h e  thought o f  w hat has happened in 
the W o rld  in general w as not very cheerful so I 
turned m y thoughts to w hat has happened w ithin the 
Branch, and if  m y wishes for good health and success, 
as expressed in the F eb ruary issue, had been fulfilled.

T h is  was m ore cheerful and w arm ing, for w ith  a 
cou ple o f  exceptions all our m em bers appear to have 
m aintained good health. Even  those o f  us w ho were 
not in the best o f  health at the beginning o f  the year

have im proved and have had no serious setbacks, so 
I think we can say our first wish has been granted.

T h e  w ish for continued success has certainly been 
granted, for not only have attendances at our m onthly 
m eetings gnnvn, our m em bership has increased also. 
D u rin g the past 10 months we have welcom ed in 10 
new' m em bers, Bert Peasley (M ajor), K en  Partridge, 
D on Jones (Capt.), Pat Donovan (M aj.), George 
L am boum e, Freddie (Bughole) Bugden, Frank 
O ’Rawe, A lf  Burford, D ick  Stokes and Jack M ilroy.

T h e  larger attendance at our m eetings has resulted 
in increased support to the m onthly raffles and C hn st- 
mas D raw . T h e  continued success o f the f o r m e ^ »  
not only the num ber o f prizes put up but also me 
am ount w'hich can be credited to future entertain­
m ent is largely due to the ladies and m em bers who so 
generously give gifts as prizes to our tw o C om m ittee 
M em bers w'ho tw ist our arms and make sure that all 
present participate. T h e  help-yourself snack buffet 
(free) has I think contributed tow-ards the success we 
have enjoyed. For this w e thank the organiser, M rs. 
Ivy Clarke, a keen supporter o f the Branch and a Di^^fc 
H ard since 1920.

Last, but not least, this success is due to all those 
mem bers who w ith  their w ives and friends, give the 
support needed b y  regularly attending each month, 
thus proving w hat has been said before “ T h e  success 
o f  a Branch is dependent upon the support given by 
its m em bers” , and I can honestly say we get that.

A lthough we look forward to each m onthly meeting 
we are looking forward ju st that b it m ore to our m eet­
ing on Saturday, D ecem ber 9, w hen w e shall be 
holding our Christm as party m eeting and the C h rist­
mas draw'. From  the look o f things it should be a very 
successful evening, for not on ly does the entertain­
m ent account look healthy enough for an enjoyable 
evening but also the Christm as Draw' so far has been 
supported far better than at this tim e last year, point­
ing towards a more successful D raw  as regards prizes 
than the one held in 1971.

Before closing I w ould like to express our sorrow 
when w'e heard that Freddie C ook passed aw ay 
peacefully after being ill for som e tim e, on Sunday, 
O ctober 1.

A lthough Fred was not a m em ber o f this Branch 
he was known b y  m any, he was a boxer o f no mean 
ability and a regular m em ber o f the 2nd B a tta lio ^ ^  
B oxing T ea m  in Cairo, Singapore and India. H e h a ^ ^  
on several occasions given gifts o f  fresh fru it as 
prizes for our m onthly raffle. T o  D aisy and his four 
daughters we tender ou r deepest sym pathy. R .I.P . 
comrade.

T h is  being our last contribution for 1972 w e wish 
all D ie-H ards everyw here a very m erry Christm as 
and a healthy, happy and prosperous 1973» an^ may 
all Branches experience such success in 1973 as w'e 
have had in 1972.

L e n  J o h n s o n .
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