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Happp anti prosperous: iBelu p e a r  

to all our P eab ers

57th Anniversary of the Battle of Mons

T h e  annual pilgrim age to M on s w as w ell supported 
this year, a total o f 27 form ing the coach party and 
five others, already on holiday in Belgium , join ing up 
for the cerem onies on A ugust 23, the 57th anniver­
sary o f this great, historic battle. T h e  senior m em ber 

^ f c o f  the party was C ol. A . S . J. de S . C layton, accom - 
panied by M rs. C layton, whilst the oldest m em ber 
was Bill Bishop, form erly 1st Battalion, w ho is now 
in his 87th year.

T h e  party arrived at O stend on the afternoon o f 
A u gu st 21 where they w ere m et by M ajor D ick 
S m ith, w ho had gone over previously to fix the 
accom m odation, and our good friend M . Charles 
O ttevaere, the Secretary o f the Friends o f the M id d le­
sex R egim ent in M ons.

E arly on the m orning o f  M onday, A ugust 23, a 
sm all party o f four w ent by taxi to O b o u rg  where a 
little cerem ony was held at 8 a.m . at the railway 
station where the first shots o f the Battle o f M ons 

e fired by “ D ”  C om pany o f the 4th Battalion in 
4 at that hour. In charge o f this party was M ajor 

D ick  Sm ith, who was accom panied by M r. Jim 
A bell, the son o f the late M ajor W . H . A b ell w ho, as 
O fficer C om m anding “ A ”  C om pany, 4th Battalion, 
was the first officer o f the Regim ent to be killed in the 
19 14 -18  war, and M essrs. A rth u r M atthew s and 
C harlie  A shb y, who w ere both serving in the 4th 
Battalion in 1914 and took part in the battle.

O n their return, the small party from  O bo u rg 
joined up w ith  the regim ental party' and that o f  our 
Belgian com rades assem bling at M on s railway 
station. From  the station the w hole party- w ent by 
coach to the A venue 4th M iddlesex, a crescent­
shaped thoroughfare nam ed by the citizens o f  M on s 
in honour o f the Regim ent. O n arrival, the party' de­
bussed and form ed up and, w ith  the Association 
Standard borne by B ob Ferguson at the head o f the 
parade and w ith  various standards o f  the Anciens 
Com battants Belgique, m arched the length o f  the 
road before returning to the m ain square in M ons.

T h e  next parade was at 11 a.m . when the party 
joined up w ith  the visiting contingent o f O ld  C on - 
tem ptibles outside the H otel de V ille  and w ent to the 
Belgian M em orial to the dead o f tw o w orld wars, 
where a w reath was laid on b ehalf o f the R egim ent 
b y the D e pu ty  C olonel. From  there the party 
m arched to the Belfry, where a w reath was laid by the 
D epu ty  C olonel on the B ritish  M em orial com ­
m em orating the two Battles o f  M on s— those o f 1914 
and 1918.

A fter this cerem ony the party returned to the 
H otel de V ille  where the Regim ental flag was flying 
proudly next to that o f the C ity  o f M ons. H ere the 
civic dignitaries held a reception at w hich toasts w ere 
drunk and reciprocal speeches made. A  note o f sad­
ness was felt during the reception b y  those m em bers
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1 M r. J . M . A bell standing beside the grave o f his 
father , the late M ajor W. H . A bell, in S t. Sym - 
phorien Cemetery.

2 The German memorial to the ‘ Royal M iddlesex 
Regiment’ in S t. Symphorien Cemetery, showing the 
wreath laid by M r. J .  M . Abell. On the right is our 
standard bearer, M r. R . H . Ferguson.

3 The scene at the Belgian War M em orial as the ban­
ners o f the O ld  Contemptibles and our Association are 
lowered in salute to the Belgian dead o f two World 
wars.

4 On completion of the march along the Avenue du \th  
M iddlesex. From left to right in front o f the statu 
ard bearers, Col. A . S . J . de S . Clayton, M r.
Ashby and M r. B . C . Trott.

5 The parties assembling fo r  the final Ceremony at 
Otourg railway station.

(Photos by M rs. Barbara Clayton)
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o f the party w ho had attended the cerem onies in 
recent years. T h is  was the absence o f  M . Freddie 
Carlier, who had been the C h e f de C ab inet to the 
Burgom aster since our official visits started, and 
w ho had died shortly after last year’s visit. H e was a 
great friend to the R egim ent and his cheery smile 
was m uch missed by all w ho knew  him.

T h e  next parade o f the day was at 4 p.m. when the 
party left for the beautiful m ilitary cem etery at St. 
Sym phorien. H ere the regim ental wreath was placed 
b y  M r. James A b ell at the foot o f  the m em orial to 
“ T h e  R oyal M iddlesex R egim ent”  erected by the 

^ j^ rm an A rm y in 1916. A nother wreath was then 
placed b y M r. A b ell on his father’s grave w hilst the 
final cerem ony at the cem etery was the placing o f a 
floral tribute at the mem orial b y M rs. Barbara 
C layton  in m em ory o f her uncle, C apt. J. E . Know les, 
w ho as Second in Com m and o f “ A ”  C om pany, 4th 
Battalion, was killed a few  hours after M ajor Abell.

From  St. Sym phorien the party travelled to 
O bo u rg for the final parade o f the day. H ere, with

•  standards flying, we m arched over the canal bridge, 
defended by “ D ”  C om pany in 1914, and on to our 
regim ental m em orial on the wall o f  the railway 
station where the plaque stands to com m em orate the 
firing o f the first shots o f the battle and the heroism  o f 
the unknow n, gallant D ie-H ard  w ho alone held the 
post until killed, thus enabling his com rades tim e to 
fall back to new’ positions. T h is  m ay be the last time 
that the area is the same as it was in 1914, since re­
construction is due to take place in the near future.

A fter the placing o f the wreaths b y  the B urgo­
m aster and our D e p u ty  C olonel, the parade, British 
and Belgian in one m ixed body, m arched back under 
the com m and o f  M ajor Sm ith to the T o w n  H all, pay­
ing com plim ents to the Burgom aster and our 
D e p u ty  Colonel en route.

A t the T o w n  H all toasts w ere drunk and reci­
procal speeches made, follow’ed by a visit to the 
“ local” — a gesture m ade by our Belgian friends in 
appreciation o f “ T o m m y ’s”  habit o f calling in for a 
drink after the d ay ’s w ork is done.

T h o se w ho w ere present at the various cerem onies 
this year found them , as usual, m ost m oving and 
cam e hom e w ith the firm intention that the p il­
grim age should continue. I f  this is to be so it m ust be 
supported by the younger generation o f D ie-H ards

• since those w ho fought in the battle in 1914 are 
getting thin on the ground.

F r e e  N e w s le t te r s

^ ^ r h e  Editor wishes to thank C ol. I. H . Battye, 
m b e , M r. D . G . Bennett, M r. T .  R. Bennett, L t.-C o l. 
T .  W . C hattey, OBE, L t.-G en era l S ir  Brian H orrocks, 
k c b , k b e , d s o , m c , l l d , M ajor G . G . N orton, C ol. 
R . D . Sherbrooke-W alker, c b e , t d , d l , and M r. L . C . 
W est for their generosity in paying extra subscrip­
tions so that free copies o f The Die-H ards Newsletter 
can be sent to deserving old com rades.

V IS IT  T O  3 Q U E E N ’ S IN  
N O R T H E R N  IR E L A N D

T h is  visit was carried out by C o l. A . S. J. de S. 
Clayton, d l , D e p u ty  Colonel (M iddlesex) T h e  
Q u een ’s Regim ent, on O ctober 7 and 8, 1971, on 
b ehalf o f and at the request o f the C olonel o f the 
R egim ent.

T h e  follow ing are som e notes w hich he has made 
as a result o f  this visit.

M y  plane was delayed b y  fog at H eathrow  for 
som e tw o hours so w e did not touch dow n until about 
1245 hrs. M ajor J. R. Stephenson, Battalion 2 IC , 
was on the same plane and m ade his num ber w ith 
m e before take-off. H e had been over for a few  days 
in order to find out the m arried quarters position at 
T id w o rth  to w hich the Battalion m oves ju st before 
C hristm as on finishing their tour in N orthern 
Ireland, and to discuss the problem  o f  the C olours 
Presentation Parade on the ground w ith  the C olonel 
o f the Regiment.

T h e  staff car whisked us to Battalion T actical H Q  
in Belfast where I was m et b y  the C om m anding 
Officer, L t.-C o l. K en  D odson, and prom ptly ushered 
into the T actical H Q  Sergeants M ess for a drink and 
a quite excellent curry luncheon. I m et and spoke to 
a great num ber o f W arrant Officers and Sergeants, 
some o f w hom  had been called in from  C om pany 
locations, and I was particularly pleased to meet 
Pte. D avid  Bennett, whose aw ard o f the B E M  had 
been announced the previous day and o f w hich I had 
read in the Evening Standard that evening. T actical 
H Q  is located in an old-m ill-cu m -factory and clearly 
was not the m ost salubrious location— yet everything 
had been jazzed  and tarted up w ith  silver, pictures 
and creature com forts in both Officers and S er­
geants M esses. I got, from  the instant I w alked in, 
the clear im pression that this Battalion was not 
prepared to live in any old state and insisted on m ak­
ing the best o f the most difficult conditions— all 
m ost heartening and encouraging.

A fter luncheon I changed into uniform  and various 
m issing bits— such as beret, stable belt and b u llet­
p roof waistcoat— were kindly loaned to me by
C .S .M . M oo d y. A las, I had to let out the stable belt 
rather m ore than I had anticipated although I hasten 
to add that C .S .M . M o o d y  has a sylph-like figure!

T h e n  M ajor Stephenson took m e on a tour o f  C o m ­
pany locations. W e m oved in tw o Lan d -R o vers in 
each o f w hich w ere two m en standing on the rear 
platform  w ith their weapons very m uch at the alert.

O u r first port o f  call was “ B ”  C om pan y w here I 
was m et b y  the sm iling face o f M ajor M ike H ayw ard 
whose C om pan y “ m others”  the Peace L in e. I m et 
m any o f his officers and m en and did a detailed trip 
around their accom m odation. A gain , as at Tactical 
H Q , they w ere not prepared to live in squalor and 
the whole place had been m ade as hom ely and cheer­
ful as possible. I was am azed to find, as in all the 
other C om pany locations, that there w as a disco­
theque to w'hich the local lasses w ere invited three or 
four tim es a week. I was pleased to hear that the 
lasses w ho turned up for these functions cam e from  
both sides o f this ridiculous “ religious curtain”  and 
m ucked in happily together. I asked how  the C o m ­
pany could be certain that som e foul device had not 
been hidden by these girls in their handbags and so 
on— I got the expected devious answ’er to a devious 
question and this answer was confirm ed b y  the 
various “ trophies”  I saw later on display. I w ent no
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further, as I knew  the C om pany knew  the form  and 
knew  the answers— b ut it was an am using side issue. 
I cannot in these colum ns describe these “ trophies”  
other than to say that they form ed part o f accepted 
fem ale ap p arel!

W e then visited M ajor Peter H iscock’s C om pany—  
again in strange surrounds but, again, the C om pany 
“ knew  its stu ff”  and has m ade the m ost o f things.

L a stly , that afternoon I called on M ajor T o n y  
M cM an u s and looked around his cohort. H is task was 
different to the others b u t the same air o f  confidence, 
ability  to arise over any difficulties and determination 
to m ake the m ost o f  things w ere identical to the 
other Com panies.

I should add that I was m ost interested in the food 
aspects and I was delighted to see the splendid grub 
and the variety w hich  w as provided b y  the cooks 
alm ost around the clock. T h e y  have a m ost difficult 
task b ut provided a m ost acceptable, plentifu l, varied 
and palatable solution— and w ith a smile. T h eir  
efforts w ere clearly m uch appreciated.

O n  m y return, around 1815 hrs., to T actical H Q  
I discovered that the C om m anding O fficer had 
arranged a G u est N igh t to w hich all available officers 
had been invited plus, to m y delight, their D epu ty 
Brigade C om m ander (C ol. N ick  C arter) and the 
G S O  1 (Plans and O perations N . Ireland Com m and) 
— L t.-C o l. A n th on y M illen , 5th R. Inniskilling 
D ragoon G uards, and lately, when I was in H ong

K o n g in M ay, C om m anding O fficer T h e  Royal H ong 
K o n g  Regim ent. U nfortunately, at the very last 
minute L t.-C o l. M illen  had to cry off as som e un­
printable superior had placed an aw kw ard conun­
drum  on his plate for imm ediate action.

W e partook o f a superb dinner in candlelight and 
amid some lovely silver as i f  we had been back in 
barracks.

A fter dinner the C om m anding Officer, C ol. 
C arter and I set forth on the rounds o f  C om pany 
locations, Police posts, adjacent posts o f nearby units 
and so on.

W e m oved again in tw o L and-R overs w ith o c ^  
armed escorts standing in the back but this tim e aug­
m ented b y the R S M , W O i M orris who, I am 
delighted to report, is to be com m issioned shortly 
to a Short Service Com batant Com m ission.

W e went around, including “ A ”  C om pany (M ajor 
M cM anu s), where som e rude fellow  had thrown a 
small bom b some half-hour after our departure in the 
afternoon. T h en  a report came in o f  another bang 
and the suspicion that there was also another bom b—  
unexploded— lying nearby. O ff  w e dashed b ut we 
w ere put out to find this unexploded bom b had 
been dealt with before our arrival.

W e eventually returned to Tactical H Q  around 
0100 hrs. and soon afterwards there was an alm ighty 
bang. H ow ever, this took place outside the Battalion 
area— it could have been the bang that fixed some 
water supplies o f w hich I read in the papers next day, 
but I m ight be wrong.

A bo u t 0130 hrs. C ol. C arter departed for his 
Brigade H Q  and I retired to bed leaving the C om ­
m anding Officer and his Battalion 2 IC  to discuss 
married quarters in T id w orth  and the Colours 
Parade— until, I believe, well after 0300 hrs.

N ext m orning the Com m anding Officer, accom ­
panied b y  M ajor C hristopher D u nph ie who is C o m ­
m anding “ R ”  Com pany, 3rd Royal G reen Jackets 
(and under com m and 3 Q ueen ’s) and m yself, set forth 
for A bercorn Barracks, Ballykinler.

O n arrival, I changed from  civilian clothes into 
uniform  (again assisted by the provision o f some 
accoutrem ents but this time provided by L t.-C o l. 
D odson as opposed to C S M  M oody) and visited the 
Sergeants M ess for a drink and a natter. I m et m any 
W arrant Officers and Sergeants, including several 
“ late M idd lesex”  ones, most o f w hom  w ere m em bers 
o f  the Band. Eventually, we returned to the C o m ­
m anding O fficer’s house where he and his wife 
arranged a m ost delightful luncheon party at w hich 
General Sir John and L a d y Anderson (whom  I had not 
m et for 30 years), M rs. Pauline M cM an u s and M rs. 
H ubert w ere fellow  guests. A  m ost enjoyable inter­
lude w hich goes to show that L t.-C o l. D odson had 
gone to trem endous trouble in finding out that the 
Andersons and Claytons w ere friends o f  long stand­
ing and it was a kind thought also to produce two 
“ late M idd lesex”  wives.

A fter luncheon I toured barracks, m et the G u aj^ k  
saw and heard the Band m aking im pressive and tun^ P 
ful noises, visited the Signals C adre, the M T , etc., 
etc. It is interesting to note that the defence o f the 
rear base is virtually in the hands o f  the Band (plus 
four dogs and their handlers— Q ueensm en, o f  course) 
and they are, I can assure everyone, “ on the b all”  and 
there is no nonsense at all. T h e  Bandm aster had only 
arrived som e 10 days before m y v isit and he ob-
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viously had been thrown in at the deep end— but no 
matter— he has taken it all in his stride and, in addi­
tion, I gather he will be o f great assistance to the 
Battalion rugger team!

I then changed back into m ufti, returning borrowed 
things w hence they came, and set forth for the A irport 
via Tactical H Q  where the C om m anding O fficer took 
up the reins once again from  his 2IC .

I eventually arrived hom e around m idnight, the 
plane having been delayed for an hour, the electric 
unloading gear at H eathrow having packed in, m y 

^ a x i  driver going like a jehu , m y train from  L iver- 
Street Station having been sw itched from  its 

usual platform  (so that I missed it), then getting into 
the w rong train on Platform  17 (having no IO  to 
guide m y steps) and, finally, finding a friendly Irish­
man in this train w ho told me where to get o ff in 
order to get on the correct train at the next stop.

T o  sum m arise: A  first-rate professional Battalion 
o f w hich  w e can all be suprem ely proud, really high- 
grade leadership at all levels from  C om m anding 
O fficer dow n to each Patrol C om m ander, no fuss and 
no bother as everyone knows his job  backwards, 
every soldier, including the m ost recently joined, is 
alert, confident and m ost cheerful and, w hat is more, 
the fam ilies are being well looked after, kept in­
form ed and kept entertained to the best o f everyone’s 
ability— not least o f all by M rs. D odson, the C om ­
m anding O fficer’s w ife, w'ho is doing a splendid job  
in very difficult circum stances.

Y o u  m ay rest assured that ou r traditions, our 
beliefs and our spirit are carried on, w ithout dim inu­
tion, b y  our successors, T h e  Q ueen ’s Regiment.

I left 3 Q u een ’s w ith  a very fu ll b ut m ost happy 
heart.

veterans; and M esdam es C layden and M atthew s. In 
addition, w e w ere delighted that M ajor D ick Bellers, 
now that he has retired, can find the time to take part.

T h e  ch ief feature o f the m eeting was the success o f 
young H ow ard C layden, the nine-year-old son of 
L t.-C o l. N orm an C layden, w ho figured very pro­
m inently am ongst the prize-w inners. H e is un­
doubtedly a m ost prom ising young golfer and w ill go 
far if  he is properly coached.

T h e  detailed results o f the various com petitions 
were as follows:

Singles M edal Com p— S cra tch  and H andicap

Gross H icap N et

M r. C . D . M atthew s (winner, scratch) 90 10 80

M r. T .  F . Jones (run ner-up, scratch) 90 8 82

L t.-C o l. T .  W . C hattey (runner- 
up, handicap) 91 18 73

L t.-C o l. J. R. B . W orton 93 16 77
M r. M . R . T .  W alden 93 12 81

M ajo r A . R. Bisset 95 11 84
C ap t. R. J. T arran t 100 24 76

L t.-C o l. C . N . C layden 103 20 83
M aster H ow ard C layd en  (winner 

handicap and H orton C up) 106 36 70

M r. H . J. C h i l l e r y ............................... 106 17 89
M ajo r R. C . H . Bellers 113 20 93
M r. E . Johnson 126 24 102

M rs. C . N . C layd en  (D ivot) 142 36 106

M r. A . G . T orrie N R 14 N R

M rs. H . K . H ardcastle N R *5 N R

M ajor S . R . Pinks N R 18 N R

C ol. I. R . Burrow s N R 24 N R

M rs. C . D . M atthew s N R 36 N R

P E T S ’ G R A V E S  I N  IN G L IS  B A R R A C K S

D u rin g the reconstruction w ork in progress at 
Inglis Barracks it has com e to light that stones w ith  the 
follow ing inscriptions have been erected in the past 
over the graves o f  dogs buried on the other side o f

• the hedge behind the W ar M em orial:
M ike —  27 Jan ’37.

H am ish —  A  faithful heart— 28 O ct. ’47.
Sm ut —  A  faithful friend— 29 N o v. ’47.

If  any reader knows to w hom  any o f  these pets
belonged it w ould be appreciated if  he w ould send 
details to the Editor.

M ID D L E S E X  R E G IM E N T  G O L F IN G  S O C IE T Y  
A u tu m n  M e e t in g  1971

A  m ost happy and successful m eeting was held in 
^ •a u tifu l w eather on the course o f  the N orth  H ants 
^ o l f  C lu b , Fleet, on Friday, O ctob er 8, when a total 
o f  18 took part.

It was very encouraging that we w ere able to w el­
com e four new players— M ajor Stanley Pinks, who 
served in the 2nd Battalion P L  K ensington  R egi­
m ent w ith  L t.-C o l. John W orton, and is a staunch 
m em ber o f ou r R egim ental Association and O fficers’ 
C lu b ; M r. Eddie Johnson, one o f  our 7th  Battalion

Bogey Foursom es
Score

L t.-C o l. C . N . and M aster H ow ard C layd en  
(winners. Jay C u p ) . . . . . . A ll Square

M ajor S . R. Pinks and Capt. R. J. T arran t (runners 
up) . ■ • - 2 dow n

M rs. H . K . H ardcastle and M rs. C . D . M atth ew s. . 3 dow n

M r. T .  F . Jones and M r. A . G . T o rr ie  5 dow n

M ajo r A . R. Bisset and M ajor R. C . H . Bellers . . 6 dow n

L t.-C o l. T .  W . C h a ttey  and M rs. C . D . M atthew s 7 dow n

M r. E . Johnson and M r. M . R. T .  W alden . . 8 dow n

C ol. I. R . B urrow s and L t.-C o l. J. R. B. W orton  . . 9 down

M r. H . J. C h illery  and M rs. C . N . C layd en  . . 9 down

H idden H oles C om petition
N et Score

L t.-C o l. T .  W . C h attey  (wanner) . . . . 29

L t.-C o l. J. R . B. W orton  and M r. T .  F . Jones
(runners-up, tied) . . . . . . 30

M ajo r A . R . B isset . . . . 31

M r. C . D . M atthew s 32

L t.-C o l. C . N . C layd en ........ ......................................................  32

C ap t. R. J. T a r r a n t .....................................................................  35
M r. M . R . T .  W ald en  36

M aster H ow ard  C layd en  . . 36

M r. H . J. C h ille ry  . . 39

M ajo r R . C . H . B ellers 42

M r. E. Johnson . . 43

M rs. C . N . C layd en  45
A t the con clusion o f  the m eeting w e  w ere very  grateful, 

indeed, to  M rs. “ T o s s ie ”  W orton  for so kindly presenting the 
prizes.
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Regimental Museum

Curator : M ajor R. W . J .  S m ith , M B E , T A  &  V R  Centre, Deansbrook R d ., Edgware, M iddx .

T h e  follow ing are recent acquisitions for the 
m u seu m :

M edals, etc. o f  the late C ol. W . A . Stew art, o b e . 

M edals o f the late M ajor H . E. Foster.
M aps, photographs, etc. o f  M essines, June 1917. 
G rou p  o f m edals o f  L/5866 R S M  W . J. Longley, 

DCM .

M EDALS, E TC. OF THE LATE C O L. W . A . STEW ART, OBE. 

G rou p  o f m edals 
Belt unions 
F u ll dress tunic
Shako plate from  the Field o f  Inkerm an 
57th cross belt plate
Fragm ent o f  the C olo urs carried at Inkerm an 
Em broidered regim ental badge 
T w o  letters w ritten during the Boer W ar 
S crap-b ook o f  press cuttings, etc. 1924-28, the 

period o f C o l. S tew art’s Com m and.
T h e  nine decorations and m edals are very interest­

ing as they cover the three m ajor wars o f this century. 
T h e  O B E ; Q u een ’s S ou th  A frica  M ed a l; K in g ’s 
S outh  A frica  M ed a l; 19 14 -15  S tar; British W ar 
M edal 19 14 -19 18 ; V icto ry  M edal 19 14 -19 19 ; 
D efen ce M edal 19 39-45; W ar M edal 1939-45 an  ̂
D elh i D u rb a r M edal 1912. T h e  O fficer o f the O rder 
o f  the B ritish  E m pire (M ilitary D ivision) bears the 
m onogram  o f  K in g  G eorge V  and was aw arded for 
his service in W orld  W a r I. T h e  Q u een ’s South 
A frica  M edal has five clasps for “ C ape C o lo n y” , 
“ T u g e la  H eights” , “ O range Free S tate” , “ R elief o f 
L a d ysm ith ”  and “ T ra n svaa l” , the K in g ’s South 
A frica  has the tw o clasps “ S. A frica  19 01”  and 
“ S. A frica  1902”  show n on all issued. T h e  Q u een ’s
S .A . has the rank o f  L ieutenant inscribed on the rim, 
w hilst the K in g ’s S .A . shows the rank o f Captain. 
T h e  19 14 -15  Star, B W M  and V icto ry  M edal are the 
norm al pattern, each inscribed w ith  the rank of 
M ajor. T h e  D efence and W a r M edals for 1939 are 
unnam ed as is the D elh i D u rb a r M edal, the latter 
b eing aw arded to him  when he was A djutant o f the 
Rangoon V olunteer Rifles at the tim e o f  the D urbar.

T h e  two belt unions are those worn on the white 
b u ff belts o f  the Regim ent. T h e  officers pattern 
18 81-190 2 is interesting as it show s the arms o f the 
C o u n ty  o f  M idd lesex, one o f the only two pieces of 
eq uipm ent so em bossed. (T h e  other was the officers 
cross-belt plate o f  the 57th as w orn during the 
Peninsula W ar.) Belt buckles w ent out on the change 
o f  dress in 1902 w hen sw ord belts w ere w orn under 
the tunic and red sashes w orn around the waist over 
the tunic o f officers. O ther ranks continue to  w ear a 
universal pattern on a w hite plastic belt.

T h e  red tunic is the regim ental pattern, i.e. red 
w ith  yellow  facings and gold lace, w ith the insignia 
o f  a L ieuten an t-C o lon el on the epaulettes. A ccom ­
panying this tunic is a photograph o f C ol. S tew art

wearing it on one o f the last occasions w’hen 
regim entals”  were worn.

T h e  57th shako plate is that o f the G renadier 
C om pany as worn by other ranks on the A lb ert 
Shako during “ T h e  Soldiers Battle”  at Inkerm an, 
N ovem ber 5, 1854, when the gallant C apt. Stanley 
encouraged his men calling on them  “ Rem em ber 
A lb uhera”  and died at their head in a hand-to-hand 
fight against superior num bers o f the enem y Russian 
colum ns. T h is  badge was picked up on the Field  of 
Inkerm an in 1928 and presented to C o l. A rchie 
Stew art, then Com m anding O fficer o f 1st Battalion, 
“ T h e  D ie-H ards” .

C ross-belt plates w ere worn up to  1855 by the 
English L ine, although retained by the L in e o f S co t­
land. T h e  cross-belt plate presented is the all brass 
o f the 57th as worn by the rank and file at the tim e o f 
its abolition. It has em bossed on a rectangular plate 
the num ber “ 57”  w ith  the honour A lb uhera and 
wreath, and the St. E dw ard’s crown.

Presented by L t.-C o l. Duncan Stewart and M rs. 
H arold Phelps, son and daughter of the late Col. and 
M rs. W. A . Stewart.

MEDALS O F THE LATE MAJOR H. E. FOSTER

T h e  medals o f M ajor Foster are the Q u een ’s 
S outh A frica M edal with three clasps, “ T u gela  
H eights” , “ R elief o f Lad ysm ith ”  and “ Cape 
C o lo n y”  and the Coronation M edal o f K in g  Edw ard 
V I I  and Q ueen A lexandra, June 26, 1902.

M ajor H ubert Edm ond Foster was com m is­
sioned July 13, 1892, as Second-L ieutenant, pro­
m oted Lieutenant O ctober 17, 1894, and Captain 
M arch  14, 1900, w hilst in S . A frica w ith  the 2nd 
Battalion, w ith  w hich Battalion he was the R egi- ( 
mental T ransport Officer during the fighting at 
Vaal K ranz, Spion K o p, T u ge la  H eights, Pieters 
H ill, Natal, C ape C olo n y and the O range R iver. H e 
left S outh  A frica to join  the new ly form ed 4th 
Battalion o f the Regim ent and was appointed its 
A djutant, holding this post from  M a y  22, 1900, 
until M ay 3, 1904. O n term ination o f this appoint­
m ent he was posted to the 1st V olunteer Battalion of 
the R egim ent (later 7th (T F )  Battalion) M a y  4, 1904, 
until February 29th, 1908, retiring on M arch  14, 
1908, after having served 15 years and 8 months.

In 1914 he was recalled from  the R eserve of 
Officers, jo in ing the n t h  Battalion, the first o f our 
“ N ew  A rm y”  Battalions w ith  the rank o f Majfi^^ 
A u gu st 20, 1914. In February 1915 he was p o ste d ^ P  
the Infantry Record Office, H am ilton, serving w ith 
the Scottish Com m and for the rem ainder o f his 
active service.

Presented by L t.-C o l. Duncan Stewart and Mrs. 
Harold Phelps, son and daughter o f the late Col. and 
M rs. W. A . Stewart.
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M APS, PHOTOGRAPHS, E TC ., MESSINES, JUNE 1 9 1 7

T h ese  m ost interesting items are concerned with 
the Battle o f M essines June 7 -1 4 , 1917, o f w hich the 
historian w rites, “ It w ould be difficult to point to a 
m ore successful lim ited attack during the G reat W ar 
than to the operations between the 7th and 14th 
June, know n as the Battle o f  M essines, 19 17” . T h e  
23rd (Second Football) Battalion had the task o f cap­
turing the Dam strasse— or D am m  Strasse— w hich 
it did brilliantly and w ith  m inim um  casualties. For 
this operation, a m odel o f  the G erm an trench

•terns and objectives assigned to the 41st Division
s m ade b y L t. C ecil Thom as, 23rd Battalion, the 

em inent sculptor and friend o f “ T u b b y ”  C layton. 
T h e  plan and m odel w ere inspected by L o rd  Plum m er 
and staff w ho decided that all com m anders down to 
Platoon Sergeants should view  it. So highly regarded 
was it that Philip G ib b s referred to it in his history 
“ From  Bapaum e to Paschendale” . It is the two 
photographs o f this m odel that are now in the 
archives, together w ith  a num ber o f items previously 
given by H enry O xley, all concerning his beloved 
23rd Battalion. T h e  donor o f the photographs is 
C ecil T hom as, now in his 86th year and as m entally 
alert as ever. H is message pad contains the duplicate 
messages he sent to A S O 3 , 41 D iv. w hich began at 
4 -7  a.m. when the Dam m  Strasse had been storm ed 
and captured, and the last message tim ed 7 p .m ., the 
m esssages betw'een giving a running com m entary o f 
the battle.

Presented by Messrs. C ecil Thomas, O B E , F R B S ,  
and Henry Oxley.

GROUP OF MEDALS OF L/5866, RSM W . J. LO N G LE Y, DCM .

T h e  group consists o f the D istinguished C on duct 
M edal, Q u een ’s South A frica M edal, British W ar 
M edal, V icto ry  M edal and the L o n g Service and 
G ood  C on duct M edal. W illiam  L o n gley  enlisted in 
1899 and was posted to the 3rd Battalion on its for­
mation in February 1900, under the com m and o f 
L t.-C o l. E. V . Bellers, a 57th veteran o f the Z ulu 
W ar. T h e  young soldier soon earned prom otion 
after posting to St. H elena, guarding Boer prisoners, 
becom ing a m em ber o f the Sergeants M ess in 1904.

A t M idd leb urg, Transvaal, South  Africa, in 
January 1905, he was one o f the prize w inners at the 
A nnual Rifle M eeting, receiving half a sovereign for 
his score. W hen the British A rm y expanded in 1914, 
good instructors w ere required to train the recruits 
flocking to the Colours. T h e  3rd Battalion found m any 
N C O s  for those duties, Sgt. L o n gley  being one o f the 
chosen. A s a W O 2  (C om pany Sergeant-M ajor), he 
served with the n t h  (Service) Battalion in the 
trenches and on January 1, 1918, put up the badge of 
rank o f R S M , this appointm ent appearing in the W ar 
D iary. A ll his m edals are named in this rank w ith  the 
exception o f the S. A frica m edal w hich  shows his 
rank as C orporal at the time o f  its issue to him after 

^ünurch Parade, Sunday, June 5, 1904. H is decoration

was aw arded by the Com m anding Officer, n t h  
Battalion, L t.-C o l. T .  S . W ollocom be, M C , in the 
B attalion’s final list o f awards on its disbandm ent, 
F ebruary 1918, for his conduct in the trench warfare 
at Fleurbaix and Bois G renier.

Presented by his nephew, M r. Charles W. Longley.

C ontributions not appearing in this issue w ill be 
acknowledged in the next Newsletter.

WilingA f t f .
FLORISTS

MEMBERS of INTERFLORA

(F low ers by wire, 

any time and  any­

where throughout 

the world)

Phone: M ILL HILL 1387

145 BROADWAY, MILL HILL, N.W.7
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PERSONAL JOTTINGS

O ne o f  ou r old  soldiers w ith w hom  w e have gained 
contact recently after m any years is E. G . A ird 
(6190609). H e enlisted at M ill H ill in 1916 and, after 
com pleting his recruit training, he saw active service 
in France and finished the w ar w ith  the 23rd (Second 
Footballers) Battalion. H e afterw ards signed on as a 
regular soldier and was posted to the 2nd Battalion at 
Shorncliffe. H e served w ith  that Battalion in E gypt, 
S ingapore and India. W h ilst in India he transferred 
to the Indian A rm y O rdnance C orps and rose to the 
rank o f W O i (C onductor). In 1942 he was com ­
m issioned and in 1947 he retired as a captain.

H e now lives at Edm onton and has taken the oppor­
tunity o f visiting the R egim ental M useum  at Bruce 
Castle.

E x-P te. S . W . B lyth, w ho served in the 12th 
(Service) Battalion during the 19 14 -18  war, is 
anxious to trace any m em ber o f a party, in particular 
the Sergeant in charge, w ho took part in a tunnelling 
operation under the G erm an first line at Y pres. 
S ince short m en w ere required for this particular 
operation they w ere nicknam ed “ the Sm all B oys” . 
T h e  night before the operation was due to take place 
the Sergeant gave instructions to the effect that, if  the 
engineers failed to arrive, they w ere to do the task 
them selves. S om ething w ent wrong, and ju st before 
the tim e set for the explosion the G erm ans fell into 
the tunnel w ith  the result that Pte. B lyth  was 
w ounded and a num ber o f others killed or wounded.

I f  any ex-m em ber o f  the 12th Battalion has any 
know ledge o f this incident it w ould be m uch appre­
ciated if  he w ould w rite to the E ditor w ho w ill pass 
on the inform ation.

In the Supplem ent to The London Gazette  dated 
A u gu st 23, 1971, it was announced that Colonel 
A . S. J. de S. C layton, d l , had relinquished the 
appointm ent o f H onorary C olonel, 10th (T ) Batta­
lion, T h e  Q u een ’s R egim ent (M iddlesex) on M arch  
31, 19 71, on reorganisation, and that he had been 
appointed D e p u ty  H onorary C olonel, 6th (V) 
Battalion T h e  Q u een ’s Regim ent on A p ril 1, 1971, 
in a new appointm ent.

C ongratulations to L t. S. M . D ow se, now  serving 
w ith  is t  Battalion T h e  Q u een ’s R egim ent, on his 
prom otion to C aptain as from  July  30 last.

W e are glad to know  that that staunch D ie-H ard  
Sam  F uller (6200343) has recovered from  his illness 
and has now  settled dow n at D vm ch u rch , near H ythe 
in K ent.

H e sends his best wishes to all old friends w ho have 
been enquiring after him.

A n  interesting veteran o f the 7th Battalion w ho got 
in touch w ith us recently is ex-S gt. C . L . H olton, 
m m  (T F/1560 ) and T F  200105). H e was a pre-19 14  
T erritoria l Force soldier and was originally in the 
band. W hen the Battalion w ent on active service he 
becam e a stretcher-bearer. L a ter he was a sniper, then 
a scout, and, finally, the Battalion L ew is G u n  
Sergeant.

H e w on his M ilitary  M edal in France in A pril 

I917-

L en  Johnson, the conscientious H onorary S ecre­
tary o f the W O s and Sergeants Branch, caused us 
considerable anxiety recently when he was admitted 
once more to the Edgw are G eneral H ospital. T h ere  
the “ m edics”  seem to have found, at last, the cause o f 
the trouble w hich had for some tim e been keeping 
him  so m uch “ under the w eather” , and the resulting 
operation appears to have been m ost successful.

A ll his friends are glad to see that L e n  is a b ^ fc  
again and looking fit and well.

A  most pleasant surprise awaited us on Septem ber 
1 last when, quite unannounced, e x -R S M  “ R o ck y” 
K n igh t paid a visit to R H Q  at Edgw are. H e had just 
returned from  Canada and now  proposes to settle 
down in Corm vall.

W e are glad to note that e x -W 0 2  Pat M aloney is 
now m aking a good recovery after m any m onths o f 
illness and a major operation.

H is m any friends wish him  w ell and look forward 
to seeing him  again at our functions.

Servin g w ith the Royal A ir  Force, H endon, is 
F t.-L t. H arold M cC one, who, 19 years ago, enlisted 
in the Regim ent at M ill H ill and was allotted A rm y 
num ber 2002915. Soon after com pleting his recruit 
training he made the first o f  m any m oves, w hich have 
taken him  in succession to the R A E C , the K in g ’s O w n 
Y orkshire L igh t Infantry, the Rhodesian and Nyasa- 
land S taff Corps, the Rhodesian A ir  Force and, 
lastly, the Royal A ir  Force. In spite o f this form id­
able list o f  changes he declared quite recently that he 
still regarded him self as a D ie-H ard.

O n com pletion o f his tour o f duty on the S taff at 
H Q  B A O R , M ajor T o n y  M cM an u s was posted to 
3 Q ueen ’s last July and is now  serving as a C om pany 
Com m ander with that unit in N orthern Ireland.

L t.-C o l. Francis M organ retired on retired pay on 
O ctober 2. W e hope that, in spite o f the fact that he 
will be living in W ales, he w ill be able to attend some 
o f our functions.

O n Saturday, O ctober 23, the R everend Peter 
Pearce G ould  was m arried to M iss C arole A nne 
H ockridge at the Cathedral C hurch  o f St. Andrew', 
W ells, by the R ight Reverend E . B. H enderson, 
D SC, Bishop o f Bath and W ells.

W e send them our very best wishes for their future 
happiness.

A  faded note on a scrap o f paper has sent the Post 
Office looking for a form er Private o f  the 10th (H om e 
D efence) Battalion. T h e  note was found at the P<^^ 
Office Research C entre at D ollis H ill, F in c h l^ ^  
recently. It was discovered tucked inside a 2^-ton 
arm oured steel door o f an old air-raid dug-out as it 
was being dism antled, and read:

“ A ir-raid  dug-out. Private 8570 Joseph A ntony 
Rosenthaler, 10th M idd lesex Regt. at D ollis Hill 
Experim ental Station G P O — 7-10 -40 .

“ M y  birthday— being 48 to-day.

“ I wonder how' m any years it will take before this 
2^-ton door in w hich I am depositing this note is 
broken up and this note found? I will give it 100 
years” .

T h e  Post Office w ould like to trace Pte. Rosen­
thaler or his fam ily so that they can return the note to 
him  70 years earlier than he forecast ! !

(W ith acknowledgm ents to The Evening Standard)

A s the health o f that veteran 9th Battalion stal­
wart, M ajor H enry Sherw ood, does not allow' him  to 
t r ^ e l up to London from  his hom e in D orset, four 
d ijb o m ra d e s , w ho had served with him  in the 9th 
Battalion in p re-19 14  days, decided to m otor dowm 
to W im borne and visit him . T h e y  m ade the journey 
on Sunday, Septem ber 13, and after entertaining him 
and his w ife to lunch and spending the rest o f  the 
day talking over old times, returned hom e, having 
given the greatest pleasure to their old C om pany 
Com m ander.

T h is  act o f kindness is a fine exam ple o f the wonder- 
^ fe fu l spirit o f true com radeship w'hich exists in our 
^ ^ R egim en t.

A lth o u gh  the post o f R O  III  at our C ou n ty  Office 
was m ade redundant as from  O ctober 1, it is a great 
relief to know  that M ajor D ick  Sm ith  is to continue 
his dedicated service to the R egim ent as Assistant 
Secretary o f the Regim ental Association. H e w ill, in 
fact, be carrying on ju st as before, and w e are all 
delighted that it has been possible to m ake this 
arrangem ent, for the C ounty Office at Edgw are 
w ould never be the same w ithout him.

Brigadier John Stanyer, a form er A djutant to the 
2nd Battalion in Palestine before transferring to

R A O C  in 1947, has recently been appointed C o m ­
m andant o f the C O D  at Bicester.

Congratulations to L t.-C o l. J. G . Stevens, another 
o f our officers w ho transferred to R A O C , on being 
granted the acting rank o f  C olonel on his recent 
appointm ent as D e p u ty  C om m ander to the H Q  
R A O C  T ra in in g  C entre.

C apt. Paul T ru m a n  has been seconded for a tour of 
duty w ith the 2nd Battalion Princess Patricia’s 
Canadian L ig h t Infantry.

O ne o f our most recent recruits to m em bership of 
the Regim ental Association is ex-Sgt. A . E. (G inger) 
W adsw'orth, w ho wras a very able Platoon Sergeant in 
“ D ”  C om pany o f the 1st Battalion in Singapore and 
H ong K o n g  before the war. H e was posted to the 
H om e Establishm ent in D ecem ber 1937 and joined 
the 2nd Battalion in January 1938. S in ce com pleting 
his C olo u r Service he has, for the past 20 years, been 
w ith  the Barrack Services and is at present holding 
the appointm ent o f C ivilian  A ssistant O fficer i/c 
Barracks, Aldershot.

H e sends his best w'ishes to all old D ie-H ards who 
rem em ber him.

W e heard recently from  M ajor Bill W ard, w ho w ill 
be rem em bered by m any as R S M  o f the 2nd B atta­
lion and as Q uarterm aster o f the 1 /8th Battalion 
when he was w ounded on the way to D unkirk in 1940. 
H e lives in N ew  Brighton, Cheshire, and is now  the 
H ead W arden o f “ C oncordia”  (Y ou th  Service 
Volunteers) w ith b oy and girl students betw een the 
ages o f 17 and 21 from  almost every country in the 
w orld, w ho com e over to learn all about this country.

FORTHCOMING EVENTS
Date— 1972 

Saturday, A pril 22

Saturday, A p ril 29

Friday, M a y  5

Friday, M a y  12

Saturday, M a y  13

T u esd a y, M a y  16 
W ednesday, June 7

Event

9th Battalion Branch D inner 
at V icto ry  E x-Service C lub , 
Seym our Street, London W 2.
1 /7th Battalion (1939-45) D in ­
ner at T  &  A V R  C entre, 
H ornsey, N8.
S p rin g G o lf  M eetin g  on course 
o f N orth  H ants G o lf  C lub , 
Fleet.
(1) O fficers’ C lu b  Cocktail 
Party at U nited Service and 
Royal A ero C lu b , Pall M all, 
L ondon S W i.
(2) 2/ioth Battalion A nnual 
D inner at V icto ry  E x-Service 
C lu b , Seym our Street, L o n ­
don W 2.
(1) A lbuhera S ervice  o f 
Rem em brance in S t. Paul’s 
C athedral at 2.30 p.m .
(2) A nnual Reunion at Por- 
chester H all, Q ueensw ay, 
L ondon W 2.
A L B U H E R A  D A Y .
D e rb y  outing.
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CORRESPONDENCE

F r o m : Col. A . S . J . de S . Clayton, D L
L o d ge  H ouse, T w in stead , N r. Sudbury,

Suffolk.
S eptem ber 16, 1971.

I he E ditor,
The D ie Hards Newsletter 
D ear Sir,

R e g im e n t a l  P i lg r im a g e  to  M o n s  1971
M y  w ife and I w ere m em bers, for the first tim e, o f 

ou r R egim ental Pilgrim age to M on s for the cere­
m onies held at M on s and O bourg on 23rd A ugust 
each year. W e  are so im pressed w ith  all that took 
place and the very obvious affection and respect in 
w h ich  our R egim ent is held in Belgium  that I feel it 
is only appropriate to express our sincere gratitude 
and thanks in your Newsletter to those who m ade this 
visit possible and arranged the com plicated itinerary 
— in other words, to C ol. F . W alden and M ajor 
R . W . J. Sm ith.

T h e  trip, covering four days in all, including 
travel, was extrem ely interesting and most m oving—  
but it also had its lighter m om ents. It is a trip that 
every D ie-H ard  should experience and one w hich 
should make each one o f  us feel even prouder, if  this 
w ere possible, o f  ou r Regiment.

A n yw ay , in case anyone still has any doubts, I can 
only say that m y w ife and I are already booked for the 
visit in 1972— and, w e hope, m any years to follow. 
F ull details are available from  our R H Q  at Edgware.

Y ou rs sincerely,
A y m a r  C l a y t o n .

Johannesburg. O ne o f m y friends in the C ity  knew 
him  w ell and was very anxious that I should meet 
him. A ccordingly, it was arranged and so I had the 
honour o f dining w ith the G rand O ld  M an o f the 
English Speaking world in South Africa. I did not 
realise that he was a D ie-H ard  and suppose that I 
m ust have been the last m em ber o f the R egim ent to 
see him.

Rather deaf in one ear, eyesight not too good.^ Pd 
slightly bent, nevertheless he was in trem endous 
form and showed astonishing vigour for his age. He 
sat at the head o f the table dispensing the soup and 
organising the w ine whilst engaging us in lively con­
versation. A fter dinner he entertained us w ith  anec­
dotes and quoted whole poems, including T en n yson ’s 
“ Crossing the b ar” . W e discussed his 100th birthday 
arrangem ents and he invited m e to com e out and join 
in the fun, especially as w e shared the same birthday

Y o u  have had details o f  the great day, June 4. F le ^ ^  
addressed his guests without a m icrophone w hich 
he w ould never use. A t  the end o f  the day he said he 
had enjoyed every m inute but felt a little tired. H e 
never recovered and died a few  days later, one o f the 
best-loved and m ost honoured men in the country.

Y ou rs sincerely,
D e r e k  S c o t t  L o w e .

F rom : Col. W. D . Ellis, O B E , T D , D L
L ea B am , W inter H ill, Cookham  Dean,

B erks S L 6  9 T W .
Septem b er 30, 1971.

T h e  Editor,
T he Die-H ards Newsletter 

D ear Sir,
N early a year ago I w as forced to m ove m y office 

to the Eastern fringe o f  the C ity . E ver since, I run 
into a continual stream  o f D ie-H ards w orking in the 
area and all w’e seem  to do is to pass the tim e o f  day 
round a lam p post. W e m ust all need to eat m idday and 
I w onder w hether it w ould be possible to start a 
R egim ental C ity  Luncheon C lu b . I w ould suggest 
q uarterly, in a private room  on a w arning in basis—  
no treating, and sim ple fare such as “ gala pie and beer 
or spirits” . T h is  should be open to all D ie-H ards 
regardless o f  race or creed.

Y ou rs faithfully,
W .  D . E l l i s .

F rom : L t.-C o l. G . C . D. Scott Lowe, T D
B ell H ouse, 80a H avant Road,

E m sw orth, H ants P O 10  7 L H
O ctob er 9, 1071.

T h e  Editor,
T he Die-H ards Newsletter

D ear M r. Editor,
I read w ith great interest in the “ Personal Jottings”  

colum n in the A u gu st Newsletter the piece about 
C olonel Stallard as I had the great honour to dine 
with him  a year ago today at his farm  not far outside

From : M r. Tom Barton, T D
“ R iverview ” , Station Road,

Bluntisham , H unts P E 17  3 L L .
T h e  E ditor, Septem b er *8,
T he Die-H ards Newsletter

D ear M r. Editor,
Being in the Shorncliffe area at the end o f  Septem ­

ber I took the opportunity o f  visiting Albuhera 
C o y  there. I was greeted by M ajor G . M ason and the 
2 IC , C apt. T o n y  W ard, w'ho both m ade m e feel very 
m uch at home.

T h e  C om pany was on the range at H ythe, zero in ^ J^  
rifles; so we m ade our way to “ D ”  range via the C om ­
pany lines and cook-house. T h e  m en are accom ­
m odated in the S taff quarters o f  the M R S  in H os­
pital Road overlooking the sea. T h e y  live one or two 
to a room, each w ith H & C , there are a couple of 
sitting rooms, one w'ith T V  and the other w ith  games, 
and altogether I reflected that I had seen officers 
quarters o f a low er standard.

O n reaching the range, S M  R oy S cott continued 
w ith  the cordial treatm ent, introducing me to m any 
o f the m em bers o f the C om pany and allow ing m e to 
go forward with the D etails to inspect the groups on 
the targets and to discuss them  w ith the firers.

M ajor M ason told m e that their recruiting c o m A .  
m ents arc so heavy that it is possible to tackle inc^ff- 
dual training only. B ut such is m y jud gm en t o f the 
high m orale o f the chaps that I am sure that a high 
standard o f operational efficiency could be achieved in 
a very short tim e when conditions perm it them  to 
undertake sub-unit training.

O n leaving, I m anaged to get bogged dow n in 
shingle w hilst turning m y car, b ut the C om pany
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made a joke o f  it and lifted me out in no time. So off 
I w'ent with the pleasantest m em ories o f the D ie- 
H ards of today.

Y ou rs sincerely,
T o m  B a r t o n .

F ro m : M r. L . R. Johnson
78 D eans Lane, Edgw are, M iddlesex.

Septem ber 29, 1971.
T h e  Editor,
The D ie Hards Newsletter

r A s i r ,
M ay I take up a little o f  the valuable space o f the 

Newsletter by asking you to publish this letter o f 
thanks to the Branches and those com rades and their 
w ives w ho so kindly either visited me or sent letters 
and cards w ith their best wishes for m y recovery 
during m y spell in hospital, all o f w hich did so m uch 
to assist me and give me that fighting spirit to over­
com e rather a nasty period. I hope all w ill excuse me 

^ ^ f  I say a special thanks to the m em bers and their 
i^ R 'ives  o f the Portsm outh and G osport Branch whose 

card I first received; it came at a particularly serious 
time. It was their thought o f me so far away that gave 
that extra uplift I needed to overcom e the low' spirit 
and depressed feeling that I felt at that time. T o  you, 
sir, and all those com rades I say once again m y grate­
ful thanks for your visits, thoughts and kind wishes 
w ithout w hich m y recovery, I am sure, w ould not 
have been so rapid.

H aving experienced w hat this meant to me, and 
it was no1: the first occasion, may I ask all those who 
read this letter to make it a point that should they 
hear o f any old com rade, w'ho is unfortunately ad­
m itted to hospital or even taken ill at hom e, to try and 
visit them  or drop them  a line. Should you  be unable 
to visit them , or even if  you can, please give the 
details either to his Branch secretary or to the secre­
tary o f  the Regim ental Association.

Y o u  m ay say that w ith  visits from  relatives and 
intim ate friends, one w ould not m iss a visit or line 
from  an old com rade; that to m e is a w rong thought. 
W ith  relatives and friends you  talk o f  hom e affairs 
and things o f a personal nature, whereas w ith  an old 
arm y acquaintance the topic o f your conversation is 
o f a diffe. ent nature w hich adds that little variety to

f ^hings. V ariety, they say, is the spice o f life and it’s 
that spice one needs w'hen feeling depressed and in 
low  spirits.

I do hope that through this letter others in a 
period o f  Illness m ay benefit as I did from  the know ­
ledge o f not being forgotten by their form er comrades, 
and if  this is so I shall feel that I have repaid a little 
for the thought and kindness shown to m e b y com ­
rades o f the D ie-H ards.

G ood  he alth to you all,
Y ou rs very sincerely,

L e n  J o h n s o n .

O B IT U A R Y  (Continued from  page 12)

T a l e e n — O n Septem ber 3, 1971, ex-Pte. John O tto 
T aleen , o b e  (P S /1608), aged 72. H e enlisted into 
the 16th (Public Schools) Battalion in Septem ber 
1914 when he was not yet 16 years o f age. H e went 
to France in N ovem ber 1915 and, as a result o f 
being seriously wounded at Beaum ont H am el on 
July 1, 1916, he spent 4^ w eary and painful years 
in hospital. For m any years he had lived in Paris, 
and joined the Paris Branch o f the British 
L egion  in 1924. From  1954 up to the tim e o f his 
death in a car accident w hilst on holiday in S co t­
land he w as vice-chairm an o f  the Branch. In recog­
nition o f his outstanding w ork for the Royal 
British Legion, he was aw arded the O B E  in the 
N ew  Y ear H onours L ist this year. O n O ctob er 6 a 
mem orial service was held at the Em bassy C hurch  
in Paris attended by his m any friends, one o f  whom  
wrote, “ John was a perfect gentle knight, sanspeur 
et sans reproche. M ay his spirit rest in peace.”  

W i l c o c k s o n — O n O ctober 3, 1971, C apt. John 
H enry A rth u r W ilcockson, aged 78. H e enlisted as 
a B oy in A ugust 1908 and served w ith  the 2nd 
Battalion until O ctob er 1912 when he was posted 
to the D epot. O n com pletion o f his tour o f  d uty at 
the D epot in June 1916 he rejoined the 2nd 
Battalion in France and served w ith  that Battalion 
until the end o f the war. F or his great dash and 
determ ination at M oreuil W ood on M arch  30, 
1918, he was aw arded a G allantry C ard b y  his 
D ivisional Com m ander (G eneral H eneker). A fter 
the war he served continuously with the 2nd Batta­
lion until D ecem ber 1923 wffien he reverted to the 
H om e establishm ent and joined the 1st Battalion. 
H e was eventually discharged to pension on June 
21, 1933, w ith  the rank o f C olour-Sergeant. A t  the 
outbreak o f the 1939-45 war he was recalled and in 
1943 was granted a tem porary com m ission on the 
G eneral L ist (Infantry). H e retired in 1949 on 
reaching the age lim it, and was subsequently em ­
ployed on the staff o f the Com m and W orkshops, 
R E M E , at M ill H ill.

N e w s le t t e r  E x p e n s e s

T h e  E ditor gratefu lly  acknow ledges donations 
m ade by M r. T .  W . D eeves, c m g , c b e , m c , and M r.
F. H . Farm borough towards the expenses o f  p ro­
ducing The Die-H ards Newsletter.

Over  a  Cen tu ry-o ld  P a rtn e rsh ip . . .
L ike  th e  Serv ices, w e h av e  a  tra d itio n  to  u p h o ld , a t  th e  sa m e  tim e  ta k in g  a d ­
v a n ta g e  o f  scien tific  p ro g ress  in  th is  ag e  o f  m e c h a n isa tio n , yet m a in ta in in g , 
th ro u g h  a  specia l d e p a r tm e n t,  a p e rso n a l a n d  h e lp fu l l in k  w ith  o u r  cu s to m e rs , 
w h o m  we a re  ever w illing  t o  ad v ise  a n d  assist in th e  p ro d u c tio n  o f  th e ir  jo u rn a ls  

m .  ■ _ . n i n A A i i A  1 T n  The Adelphi, John Adam S t., London W C 2NPrint n? F J P A RSO N S  LTD 6 A Y . Telephone 01-839 7151. W orks at Has-
I  M i l l i n g  1 ■ u ’ r i i » w U i « w  L I U  tings, Folkestone, B exhill and Lewes.

Parsons
and
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O B I T U A R Y

It is w ith  m uch regret that we have to announce
that the follow ing have died:
A d a m s — O n  M a y  18, 1971, ex-Pte. Joseph Adam s. 

H e enlisted in “ D ”  C om pany, i/9th Battalion and 
served in that Battalion in India and M esopo­
tamia throughout the 19 14 -18  war. O n being de­
m obilised in 1919 he becam e a very active m em ber 
o f  the Battalion O C A  from  its inception and was 
honorary secretary' o f  the H endon Branch for 
m any years. D u rin g the last few  years o f his life ill- 
health kept him  aw ay from  m any o f  the functions 
o f  the Association.

A n d e r s o n — O n July 26, 19 71, e x -R S M  H enry 
A nderson, m c  ( L  9108 and 6188555), aged 85 
years. “ Jock”  A nderson enlisted in A u gu st 1905 
and was a salient figure in the Regim ent throughout 
his m ilitary service. R em em bered by m any as the 
R S M  o f  the 1st Battalion he was also a notable figure 
in the 2nd Battalion from  the tim e o f  his enlist­
m ent until he was posted to the 1st Battalion at 
C lipstone C am p at the end o f  the 19 14 -18  war. 
Prior to 1914 he represented the A rm y at soccer on 
m any occasions, was runner-up in the A rm y putt­
ing the w eight cham pionship as w ell as being a fine 
hurd ler and jum per. In addition to being an out­
standing athlete, he also excelled in m ilitary skills, 
b eing a m arksm an rifle shot throughout his service 
and an expert ju d ge  o f  distance before scientific 
instrum ents w ere introduced for this purpose. He 
w on the M ilitary  C ross w hen R S M  o f  the 2nd 
Battalion for gallantry' and devotion to duty 
betw een the A isne and the M arne in June 1918. 
H e took his discharge to pension on A u gu st 14, 
1926. A t  that tim e he was still R S M  o f  the 1st 
Battalion, and he le ft it in first-class condition in all 
form s o f  sport and soldiering. T h e  Battalion was, 
in fact, the m ost outstanding unit in the A ldershot 
C om m and, and was held in the highest esteem by 
all concerned. O n taking his discharge he joined 
the W ar D epartm ent C onstabu lary and remained 
w ith  that organisation until he finally retired— an 
honoured and upright m an adm ired b y  all w ith 
whom  he had served.

D e v e r e a u x — O n July 4, 19 71, e x -R Q M S  A lfred  
D evereaux. W hen he enlisted in the 9th Battalion 
before the i939~45 w ar he was the best recruit 
o f his year. H e reached the rank o f  W O 2 (C S M ), 
and w hen the Battalion becam e an R A  U n it he 
was appointed a Battery Sergeant-M ajor. A fter 
the w ar he becam e a R egim ental Q uarter- 
m aster-Sergeant and retained this appointm ent 
until he com pleted his service w ith  the T A . 
A fterw ard s he was an active m em ber o f  the 9th 
Battalion Branch C om m ittee. In civil life he was 
em ployed for m any years w ith D aim ler M otors, 
where his father had also been em ployed for m ost 
o f  his w orking life.

H a r r i s o n — O n  A u gu st 16, 19 71, ex -S gt. W illiam  
H arold  H arrison, aged 79. H e enlisted on the 
outbreak o f the 19 14 -18  w ar and was posted to 
2 '7th Battalion and served w ith that Battalion in 
G ib raltar until 1915 when he was posted to 1 /7th 
Battalion in France. H e was w ounded at Flers-

C ourcelette on Septem ber 15, 1916, and evacuated 
to this country'. In January 1918 he was passed fit 
for active service and returned to the B E F  when 
he was again wounded, being blow n up by a shell 
on A pril 4, 1918. H e was discharged as unii^ in  
February 1919 and received a disability perH^n. 
In 1940 and 1941 he w:as injured on four occasions 
during the b om bing o f  London. A fter being 
physically shattered in the two wars, he ended his 
days in the peaceful surroundings o f the Star and 
G arter H om e at R ichm ond, w'here he was well 
cared for.

J o h n s o n — On O ctober 9, 1971, suddenly in A shford 
Hospital, M arjorie A lice , dearly beloved wife of 
L t.-C o l. A . K . Johnson. A

N e a l — S uddenly on A lbuhera D a y  1971, M ajo^  
H arold A . N eal, t d . O n leaving school in 1915 he 
joined the A rm y and was com m issioned into the 
East Surrey Regim ent. A fter  service in France he 
transferred in 1917 to the Indian A rm y, joining 
the 125th N apier Rifles that year in  Jubbulpore, 
and subsequently serving w ith  the Regim ent in 
Palestine. In 1920 he obtained a regular com ­
m ission and served in India w ith  his R egim ent 
w hich, since he first joined, had been redesignated 
the 6th Rajputana Rifles. U nfortu nately, ow ing to 
his w ife ’s ill-health in India, he was com pelled to 
resign his com m ission and in 1934 he returned 
hom e. T h is  was a great blow  to him  for he was a 
soldier at heart. W hen M ussolin i started his 
Abyssinian escapades, H arold  decided that he 
should try to obtain a territorial com m ission and 
he applied to the 9 th Battalion w ho accepted him  
in 1937. H e served w ith  the Battalion in the 1939-  
45 war, taking over as A djutant from  M ajor M . 
C raw ford  in 1939. H e was m ost loyal to the R egi­
m ents in w hich he served, attending their fun c­
tions regularly and contributing m ost generously 
to R egim ental charitable funds.

H is death is a great loss to his w ife and f a m ily  
and to his m any soldier friends. V

(W ith acknowledgm ents to L t.-C o l. G . L . 
F o x , T D , D L .)

O v e r e l l — O n O ctober 20, 1971, peacefully in the 
Radcliffe Infirmary', O xford, E velyn M ay, beloved 
w ife o f  L t.-C o l. A . N . O verell.

S t a l l a r d — O n June 13, 19 71, on his farm  at C ape 
W oolith, near Johannesburg, C olonel the Hon. 
Charles Stallard, q c , d s o , m c , t d , our oldest D ie- 
H ard, nine days after his 100th birthday, the cele­
brations for w hich were m entioned in the “ Per­
sonal Jottings”  o f the A u gu st issue o f this Nezvs- 
letter. Born and educated in England, he arrived 
in South A frica in 1900 during the Boer W ar. He 
stayed in the country to becom e the doyen of 
A frica ’s fighting forces, o f the S outh  A fr ica n ^ n -, 
and o f the cou ntry’s politicians. A fter having com ­
m anded a S outh A frican Battalion in France with 
distinction he was, in O ctober 19 17, posted to the 
M iddlesex R egim ent (D C O ) and em ployed on the 
staff in a legal capacity.

( Continued on page 11 )
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ASSOCIATION NEWS

Secretary’s Notes
B e n e v o le n t  C a s e s

D u ring the quarter ended Septem ber 30, 1971, the 
sum o f £380-75 was expended from  the Charitable 
Fund m aking grants to 30 ex-m em bers o f the R egi­
ment, or their dependants.

D «^ tttions— C h a r ita b le  F u n d
wWe Secretary gratefully acknowledges donations 

to the C haritable Fund from  M r J. M . A bell, M r  H. 
Austin K aye (in m em ory o f the late M ajor H . A. 
N eal), M r. G . H urlock, M rs. C elia O sm ond (in 
m em ory o f  the late M ajor H . A . Neal) and L t.-C o l.
G . W . W ebber, T D .

W a r M e m o r ia l  F u n d
A s a result o f the custom ary collection made at the 

Battalion (1939-45) D inner on O ctober 1 in aid
the W ar M em orial Fund, the record sum  of 

£56-50 was handed to the Secretary, w hich he m ost 
gratefully acknowledges.

It w ill not be generally know n that, since these 
collections at their annual dinner w ere started, a total 
sum  o f approxim ately £283 had been handed over to 
the Secretary for the W ar M em orial Fund up to, but 
not including, this year’s handsom e contribution. 
T h is  is a truly' rem arkable effort, for w hich the 
C hairm an and m em bers o f  the E xecutive C om m ittee 
wish to express their grateful thanks.

K e n s in g to n  R e g im e n ta l  A s s o c ia t io n
T h e  “ get-together”  organised in celebration o f the 

affiliation o f the Princess L o u ise ’s K ensington  R egi­
mental Association w ith our R egim ental Association 
held at 190 H am m ersm ith Road on Friday, S eptem ­
ber 3, was attended b y  over 60 O ld  Com rades who 
had served in the Kensingtons when they w ere an 
integral part o f T h e  D ie-H ards. In view  o f the known 
absence o f  m any m em bers on holiday, this was a 
fairly satisfactory response to some 200 letters sent 
out.

O u r Vice-C hairm an (L t.-C o l. T .  W . C hattey), in 
the unavoidable absence o f  the Chairm an, repre­

s e n t e d  the Regim ental Association, and was accom - 
^ p a n ie d  b y  the Secretary. T h e y  w ere w elcom ed by 

the Chairm an (M ajor J. J. Evans) and som e eight 
m em bers o f the Princess L o u ise ’s K ensington  R egi­
mental Association. T h e  atm osphere o f the gathering 
was so obviously enjoyable and cordial that it was 
decided to om it short speeches to m ark the occasion.

A s a result o f this happy m eeting it was recom ­
m ended b y  m any present that a further occasion on 
sim ilar lines should be arranged, and it is hoped to do 
so in the N e w  Y ear. In the m eantim e, our very best 
wishes go to our friends in the Princess L ouise’ s 
K ensington Regim ental Asociation, and our gratefu l 
thanks for the arrangem ents m ade for our first “ get- 
together” .

H ^ e r ’s L e a g u e  M a tc h , L o r d ’s
A  total o f 12 old com rades, their relations and 

friends, took advantage o f the facilities arranged for 
m em bers o f the Regim ental Association to attend the 
P layer’s League M atch  at L o rd ’s on A u gu st 29 
betw een M idd lesex and Notts.

T h e  m atch was m uch enjoyed by all present from 
the com fort o f  a specially reserved box, in w hich  an

excellent picnic lunch and tea w ere provided by the 
caterers at L o rd ’s.

1st B a tta lio n  (1939-45) D in n e r  D a n c e
A  most successful D inner/D ance, organised pr- 

m arily as a “ get-together”  for those m em bers o f  the 
1 st Battalion w ho were serving in H ong K o n g  when 
the C olo n y fell to the Japanese in 1941, was held at 
H ornsey on S eptem ber 4, and was attended b y 125 
O ld  Com rades and their wives. An account appears 
elsewhere in these notes.

T h e  brain-child o f this function— the second o f its 
kind— is M r. Bert (T ich ) M ellor and the A ssociation’s 
grateful thanks go to him  and his sm all band o f 
helpers for all the hard w ork they put in to m ake it 
such a success.

It is hoped that, provided it gets sufficient support, 
it w'ill becom e an annual event in the R egim ental 
Calendar.

S u m m e r  O u tin g
T h e  annual outing organised this year w as a trip 

to the R oyal W indsor Safari Park. It took place on 
Sunday, Septem ber 19, and was m ost popular.

A  total o f 85 m em bers and their relations and 
friends attended the outing, w hich was blessed w ith  
perfect sum m er weather.

T h e  drive through the reserves housing the 
baboons, lions and cheetahs held the interest o f 
m any, but the h ighlight o f the visit was undoubtedly 
the exhibition in the dolphinarium , w here the 
bottle-nosed dolphins and the killer whale had every­
one enthralled b y their am azingly clever antics.

T H E  C H A L E T  H O L ID A Y  H O M E , S E L S E Y , 
S U S S E X

A  form er officer o f the R egim ent is offering his 
chalet at S elsey in Sussex for the use o f m em bers of 
the R egim ental Association, at a rental o f  £ 7  per 
week, during the follow ing periods each year:

M arch  1 to Easter 
Septem ber 1 to O ctob er 31 

T h e  chalet consists o f  a m ain living room  w ith  
large windows adm itting m axim um  sunlight, V en e­
tian blinds and M arley tile flooring. T h ere  are two 
double bedrooms, a bathroom  and separate lavatory. 
T h e  kitchen is divided from  the living room  b y  a 
counter w ith large cupboards. K itch en  equipm ent 
includes an electrict B elling cooker, an electric 
toaster, a m odern sink unit, electric refrigerator, 
crockery and cutlery for six people, cooking and 
cleaning utensils. T h ree  blankets, a candlew ick 
cover and a p illow  are provided for each bed, but no 
linen. T h ere  are one double bed, two single beds and 
a studio couch, w h ich  w ill sleep tw o, in the living 
room. Blankets for the studio couch are provided on 
request. H ot water is supplied b y  an electric im m er­
sion heater, and an electric convector provides the 
heating. T elevision  is also provided.

T h e  address o f the chalet is 58 G ranada, L ittle  
S pain, G o lf  L inks L ane, Selsey, Sussex.

A nyone interested in renting this chalet should 
w rite to the Secretary, M iddlesex R egim ental A sso­
ciation, w ho w ill put him  in touch w ith  the owner.
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E A L IN G  B R A N C H
D u rin g the years our old D rill H all has been in 

existence it has had m any different types o f occupant 
and the latest is “ Squ atters” . U nbeknow n to the 
authorities, they occupied som e o f the old rooms 
that are now  used b y  the Borough o f E aling W elfare 
D epartm ent in their occupational centre for elderly 
people. T h e y  slept and cooked their meals but were 
always o ff the prem ises by 8 a.m.

\\ hen I was invited by the w ork supervisor (M rs. 
Prior) to take a look I was shocked at the sight and 
sm ell. T h e  T o w n  H all people have now boarded up 
all the w indow s and put new locks on the doors and 
the place looks like a Police Station in N orthern 
Ireland.

In last w eek’s M iddlesex County Times I see the 
Borough C ou n cil have authorised the sum  o f £8,000 
to turn the place into a Y o u th  C entre. W hen  this will 
take place w e do not know, but to m e it sounds like 
the death sentence on ou r Branch.

A t our last m eeting (attendance 4) there was a 
feeling o f despondency as nobody really seems to be 
interested in us “ old ’uns” .

W e are pleased to announce that ou r over-8os are 
back to their respective hom es after a spell in the 
local hospital. O ne o f ou r m em bers, Jack Priske, 
called in w hilst on a visit to town from  his hom e in 
W ellington, Som erset, and it was nice to see M ajor 
B yham  at L o rd ’s together w ith C apt. D ark.

B rigadier J. D . W h ite, d s o , m c , is still at G odal- 
m in g b ut unable to get about ow ing to arthritis; it is 
nice to hear from  him  and to  know  he thinks o f us.

T h o se  o f  us w ho m et at the Safari Park outing 
agreed it was a good show  and congratulated the or­
ganisers.

W e hope to be able to report m ore cheerful news 
in the next Newsletter, b ut ! ! ! C heers to all D ie- 
H ards. A l b e r t  W h i t e .

H O R N S E Y  A N D  E N F IE L D  B R A N C H
T h e  weeks seem  to fly b y  and I expect m ost o f you 

have had you r holidays b y  now  and I hope you  had 
the benefit o f  good w eather and enjoyed yourselves. 
S eptem ber 4 saw  a very successful dinner and dance 
at H ornsey for ex-em em bers o f the 1st Battalion and 
their friends and once again B ert M ellor excelled 
him self. A  thoroughly good tim e was had b y  all ; it 
was great to see so m any o f  ou r Branch supporting 
this event and ob viously enjoying it fully. “ R ocky”  
K n ig h t was especially pleased to be over from 
C anada w ith  his w ife in tim e to attend.

W e w ere delighted to learn that R ocky and M rs. 
K n ig h t are p lanning to rem ain over here now, and 
although they intend livin g in C orn w all, w e shall see 
m uch m ore o f  them  than before. A n y  D ie-H ard  
visiting the area w ill be m ost w elcom e to call in and 
see th e m ; w e w ill have the address at H ornsey as soon 
as they have settled in.

O u r A u gu st B isley m eeting, unfortunately, m et 
w ith  unforeseen problem s, as also did ou r O ctober 
2 dance, and both had to be cancelled.

T h e  W indsor Safari was a great success and every­
b ody looked as though th ey w ere thorougly enjoying 
them selves. A gain  it was v ery  pleasing to see so 
m any as w ell as a few  w ho joined us at W indsor.

Incidentally, I quoted the w ron g date for our 
C hristm as Party at H ornsey in the last issue— m y 
apologies, it w ill be Saturday, D ecem ber 18. D o  try

and be w ith  us; it will make an enjoyable evening and 
even more so if  we see some o f you who have been 
unable to attend in the past.

I shall look forward to seeing som e o f  you  soon, 
and best wishes to you all. L e s  H o s s l e n .

2 /7T H  B A T T A L I O N  B R A N C H

T h e  26th Annual D inner o f the Branch took place 
at the V icto ry  E x-Service C lu b , S eym our Street, 
London, W 2, on Friday, O ctober 1, 1971.

L t.-C o l. Stanley M iram s presided and there 
84 m embers present— a considerable increase oU P ie  
num bers in previous years.

T h e  guests o f the evening were C ol. A . S. J. de S. 
C layton, President o f the Regim ental Association, 
and C ol. I. R. Burrow s, chairm an o f  the Regim ental 
Association.

9 T H  B A T T A L IO N  B R A N C H

D u rin g these last three m onths holidays have takei^ 
a good deal o f our time and the m eetings and fun c­
tions have been few, so news suffers.

A n yhow  what I can tell you is, that the Sum m er 
O uting to the R oyal W indsor Safari Park was 
thoroughly enjoyed by the two coachloads o f m em ­
bers, relatives and friends.

It was a glorious day and the coach ride to W indsor 
did not take long. O n arrival there, w e had the choice 
o f  either a river trip, visiting the Castle, or a “ pow ­
w ow ”  over the tables o f  the hotel where we w ere going 
to have our lunch. T h a t “ pow -w ow ”  did help to 
lubricate the tongues o f m any.

O ne was im pressed by the great num bers of 
foreign visitors v isiting W indsor, especially the 
castle. I noticed that the M etropolitan Police still 
patrol the castle grounds, as they have done for m any 
reigns. It is a glorious old place, and here one can 
see w hat medieval E ngland looked like.

T h e  Safari Park had som e attractions w hich were 
good. T h e  jun gle ride started w ith  passing through 
the Baboons Reserve. U p  to all kinds o f m ischief 
w ere these animals and they seemed to be friendly as 
they kept jum pin g on the cars and peering inside. 
T h e  lions looked v ery  m ajestic and seemed a trifle 
bored. But the m ost fascinating show  was the D o l^  
phinarium . I can rem em ber how  the porpoises a n ^  
dolphins one encountered on sea voyages, kept 
ju m p in g across the bow s o f  the ships b ut at W indsor 
it seemed wonderful w hat the dolphins w ere called 
upon to do, all to the tune o f  a whistle. Perhaps their 
trainers had a little arm y experience o f how  to move 
by the whistle. M u ch  better than the R S M ’s voice, 
m usical! ! A nyhow , all thanks to ou r Secretary and 
his staff for such a grand day.

In m y last notes I m entioned that M ajor H. 
S herw ood, t d , could not attend ou r Reunion D inner, 
so four o f us decided to v isit him  at his hom e at W im - 
borne in Dorset. W e took the M ajor and his w ife to 
lunch. Photos o f  the group w ere taken and the IV^^r 
has kindly forwarded us each a copy. O n re tu r n ii^ * ) 
his house after lunch, yarns w ere sw opped and some 
interesting books, particu larly one on the travels and 
treks o f the 18th Indian D ivision, w ere viewed. T h e  
9th w ere part o f  that D ivision, the badge o f  w hich was 
an elephant. T h e y  don ’ t forget, nor do we.

S adly, I have to record the death o f  another m em ­
ber, W . F . (T affy) H arris, w hich occurred at his home
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at Felixstow e on S eptem ber 3. W e offer our deepest 
sym pathy to his wife, daughter and son-in-law.

Finally, though the festive season is some w ay off, 
I sincerely hope you  w ill enjoy a very happy C h rist­
mas. Best wishes. R . T .  M .

W O s  A N D  S E R G E A N T S  B R A N C H
I did not think some weeks ago, that I w ould be 

able to w rite ou r usual quarterly notes but, thanks to 
the skill o f the surgeons, the expert knowledge o f the 
doctors, and care and attention o f the nursing staff o f 
E d ^ a r e  G eneral H ospital, I am happy to be fit and 
a W ^ o  m ake our usual contribution to this issue.

It is w ith  sadness, how ever, that I have to record 
the passing o f Bill Lew is, w ho died in Billeri- 
cay H ospital on O ctober 8, 1971, after a bad heart 
attack. B ill, w ho was one o f  ou r later m em bers, 
served w ith  the 2nd Battalion under the com m and of 
Col. F. W alden, in Palestine. A lthough he was un­
able to attend all our m onthly m eetings ow ing to his 
health, he cam e along when he could w ith  John

«Irodey, who served w ith  him  in the 2nd Battalion, 
nd w ho represented the Branch at the funeral. T o  
his w ife we tender our deepest sym pathy.

Jim D avis and our Chairm an, Les H oneybun, are 
both m aking steady progress back to health and fit­
ness. Jim gave m e a surprise the first w eekend I was 
out o f hospital b y  visiting m e at hom e, and when I 
say it is som e distance from where he lives to where I 
live and that he w alked both ways, this shows how 
determ ined he is to get back to normal. Les also sur­
prised me by turning up at our O ctober m eeting. 
H e is now able to get about a bit more, aided by the 
help o f two sticks.

A lthough only a few m em bers turned up at our 
July and A u gu st m eetings, w hich was only to be 
expected during the holiday period, things picked up 
at the Septem ber m eeting, and we w ere back to our 
usual standard at the O ctob er m eeting when 27 
m em bers and guests w ere present.

Col. F. W alden, the Association Secretary', still 
shows interest in the Branch as he does w ith  all 
branches by attending our and their m eetings. It 
w ould be nice to see other officers o f the Association 
take the same kind o f interest b y an occasional visit; 
they w ould be very welcom e.

t O ur C hristm as draw is going well and w e hope to 
ut on a bum per party at our D ecem ber m eeting to 
e held on Saturday, D ecem ber 11 , when w e hope to 

see all our m em bers present. A n y ex or serving m em ­
ber o f  the W O s and Sergeants M ess w ho w ould like 
to com e along w ill be m ade very welcom e.

A s this is the last news letter to be published for
1971 m ay I on behalf o f all m em bers o f this branch 
wish all D ie-H ards and their friends a very M erry  
Christm as and a H appy, H ealthy and Prosperous
1972 and to  all branches success and a b right future 
for the N e w  Y ear to" come.

L e n  J o h n s o n .

2/10TH  B A T T A L IO N  O C A  (1914-18)
e 43rd Reunion D inner was held at the V icto ry  

ex-S ervice  C lu b  on S aturday M a y  15 last, w ith  the 
President, L t.-C o l. D . B. W atson, m c , in the C hair. 
T h e  56th anniversary' o f  the landings on the G allipoli 
Peninsula on A p ril 25 and A u gu st 7, 1915, was 
especially rem em bered. T h e  company' o f  51 present 
included M ajor-G en eral C . M . M . M an , c b , o b e , 

m c  (last Colonel o f the M idd lesex R egt.), C ol. A . S. J.

de S . C layton, d l  (D ep. C o l. (M iddlesex) T h e  
Q ueen ’s Regt.), Brigadier B. B. Rackham , c b e , m c , 

d l  (President, the G allipoli Association) and Preb.
G . A . L ew is L lo yd , m b e  (V icar o f  C hisw ick and H on. 
C haplain  to the 2/ioth Bn. O C A ). A n  early start and 
careful tim ing enabled the principal guests to leave in 
tim e to jo in  the A nnual Regim ental Reunion held on 
the same evening. A  contingent from  the O C A  
attended the im pressive R egim ental S ervice in St. 
P au l’s Cathedral in the afternoon.

T h e  44th Reunion D inner w ill be held at the 
Victory' Services C lu b  on Friday, M a y  12, next. 
D etails w ill be circulated in due course b y  the H on. 
Secretary' to w hom  enquiries should be addressed at 
“ C leveland” , Byes Lane, S idford, S idm outh, D evon.

A . D . S .

1 S T  B A T T A L I O N  (1939-45) D IN N E R / D A N C E
O n S eptem ber 4, 1971, a dinner/dance was held 

at the D rill H all, H ornsey, for the old m em bers o f 
the 1st Battalion and other ex-m em bers o f the R egi­
ment.

A  delightful evening was enjoyed b y  125 O ld  C o m ­
rades and their w ives. T h e  meal was excellent and 
M r. E. Johnson, an old 1st Battalion man w ho w as 
responsible for the catering, did  us well. O u r thanks 
to him  and his staff.

D ancing to a good band w ent on until 1 a.m. and 
the ladies and gentlem en present m ade every' effort to 
m ake the evening the success it was.

I am sure that all readers w ill agree w ith  m e when 
I say w hat a grand effort it was on the part o f  the 14 
m em bers o f  the Portsm outh Branch w ho attended. 
T h e y  had to leave Portsm outh early' on S aturday 
afternoon and did not arrive back until approxim ately 
9 a.m . on Sunday, travelling about 160 m iles in the 
process.

M ost m en attending we see m aybe three or four 
tim es a year, b ut it is their old officers they ask me 
about, and it is their officers they like to see and 
w onder how  they are getting on. T h o se present, 
therefore, w ere very disappointed that so few  o f  their 
old officers were w ith  us on this occasion. W e w ere 
particularly pleased that M ajor H enry M arsh  was one 
o f the few . It was a fine effort on his part to com e all 
the w ay from  Bath to attend the dinner.

I have had m any letters requesting to m ake it an 
annual event, and m aybe we w ill i f  w e get the support. 
I w ould like to thank all w ho helped m e w ith  the 
arrangem ents, and m y appreciation to the officers 
and their ladies w ho did jo in  us. M y  appreciation also 
to D an C avell w ho sent me £5 to use as I thou ght fit. 
I gave it to the Portsm outh Branch tow ards their 
coach fare. T hanks, D an.

B e r t  ( T i c h ) M e l l o r .

2 N D  B A T T A L I O N  ( 7 7 ™ )  (JU N E  19 18 —  
A P R IL  19 19 ) R E U N IO N

T h is  intim ate little reunion, the num bers attending 
w hich are now  getting appreciably sm aller, was this 
year held on Friday, O ctob er 29, at Y o rk  H ouse, 
R ickm answ orth Road, W atford , H erts, the hom e of 
the new  Honorary' Secretary', M ajo r P ercy Brooker, 
w ho took over w hen the R ev. A rch ie  M ontgom ery 
M ann died suddenly last D ecem ber.

B rigadier E. E . F . Baker presided and the guests o f 
the evening w ere C ol. A . S . J. de S . C layton , D epu ty  
C olonel (M iddlesex) T h e  Q u een ’s R egim ent, and 
C o l. F . W alden, Secretary' o f the R egim ental A sso­
ciation.
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