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A t 8 a.m. Sunday, A ugust 23, 1914, “ D ”  C om pany, 
4th Battalion M iddlesex Regim ent, w ere in position 
at the railway station o f O bourg, rifle magazines 
charged, actions cocked, aw aiting their baptism  of 
fire. A m ong these m en w ere reservists w ho had 
served their “ pontoon”  and youngsters o f 17 years 
w ho had unblushingly declared they w ere 20 years 
o f age when they learned that was the m inim um  age 
to be included in the British Expeditionary Force. In 
position w ith them  in line or in support was the 
rem ainder o f the Battalion. E very man was keen to 
show his m ettle. A pproaching O bourg was the 31st 
R egim ent o f G erm an Infantry w ith  strong artillery 
support. T h e  G erm ans advanced w ith  confidence, 
to walk over the “ C ontem ptible L ittle  A rm y ”  as 
their Em peror, K aiser W ilhelm , had told them.

#Fritz him self called them  the “ flat caps”  due to the 
Tom m ies’ headdress, whereas he wore a spiked 
helm et in service dress.

A t 8 a.m ., Sunday, A ugust 23, 1970, three old- 
age pensioners stood in position at the railway station 
o f  O bourg, com m em orating the day 56 years ago. 
T h ere, H arry Bird, w ho was present on both occa­
sions, placed a wreath by the regim ental plaque 
on the wall o f the station. A  m inute in silence, a 
smart salute, an acknow ledging nod o f the head from  
the spectral host o f departed D ie-H ards, whose 
earthly remains lie nearby, and the sm all party 
returned to M ons, the church bells calling the pious

é service as they had at the same tim e over half a 
itu ry  ago.

T h e  regim ental party this year consisted o f C ol. 
and M rs. W alden, M ajor D ick Sm ith, M essrs. C . 
A sh b y, IT. Bird, W . Bishop, J. Edm onds, R. F ergu ­
son, E. Fox, A . Field, A . D yson, W . D yson, P. 
H utchings, m m , W . Perkes, N . Peters, and G . 
Sm ith, m m , also M esdam es Bird and Ferguson. 
T h e  m ajority had travelled from  Edgw are b y  m ini­
bus driven by T o m  T reb ilcock , a friend o f  the

Regim ent, arriving at M ons before breakfast on the 
22nd to be welcom ed by M . Charles O ttevaere, the 
Secretary o f the Friends o f the M iddlesex Regim ent, 
in M ons.

A lthough there had been the sm all private p il­
grim age to O bo u rg early on the 23 rd the d a y ’s 
cerem onies regim entally began at 9 a.m. w hen the 
party, accom panied by a num ber o f  ou r Belgian 
friends and representatives o f the A nciens C om bat­
tants w ith  their standard, left for the A venue o f the 
4th M iddlesex, the thoroughfare nam ed b y  the 
people o f M ons to com m em orate the gallantry o f the 
battalion who had fought on the identical ground in 
A ugust 1914. T h e  m arch route was from  the b egin­
ning to the end o f the crescent shaped thoroughfare, 
watched b y  the m ajority o f the householders w ho 
included a senior British O fficer on the staff of 
S H A P E . T h e  Regim ental Standard, carried b y  Bob 
Ferguson, was flying freely, and proud ly, in the 
gentle w ind, as was that o f  the A nciens Com battants 
Belgique.

From  our regim ental road, the party next form ed 
up outside the H otel de V ille  o f M ons, w here our 
Regim ental flag was flying from  the balcony, flanked 
by the national flags o f  G reat Britain and Belgium  
and in com pany w ith  the flag o f the C ity  o f  M ons. 
T h e  “ O ld  C on tem ptibles”  leading, the colum n 
m arched to the Belgian M em orial where wreaths 
were placed in m em ory o f our Belgian com rades-in- 
arms w ho had m ade the suprem e sacrifice. T h en  
on to the B elfry where stands the m em orial to the 
tw o battles o f M ons, those o f 1914 and 1918. H ere, on 
the soil collected from  every battlefield o f  19 14 -18  
w e stood in silence and then placed ou r tributes. 
C ol. W alden, representing the D e p u ty  C olonel, laid 
our wreaths on both Belgian and B elfry m emorials.

A fter this cerem ony a reception was held in the 
H otel de Ville, during w hich the M ayor o f M ons 
presented the M edal o f M on s to M r. Charles A sh b y



( L '1 4437). w ho had served w ith  the 4th Battalion 
during the w hole war, seeing the opening battle in 
August, 1914 and being present w ith  it when the 
Cease Fire sounded on N o vem b er 11, 1918. H e now 
joins the com pany o f a num ber o f our regim ent so 
honoured.

T h e  next parade o f the day was at 4 p .m ., when 
the party left for Saint Sym phorien Cem etery. 
H ere lie the mortal remains o f  so m any soldiers, 
you n g and old, friend and foe, w ho m et face to face 
in the first trial o f strength o f British and G erm an 
soldiery. R ecently, a slur was cast on ou r arm y as to 
their conduct and ability as soldiers. L et the poor 
fool w ho m ade the m is-statem ents go to Saint 
S ym phorien and count the graves British and G e r­
man. H e w ill soon discover that every T o m m y  took 
an escort o f  at least four o f the enem y w ith him  on 
his jou rn ey to Yalhallah. H e w ill also see a huge 
m em orial erected b y  the Germ ans to all soldiers, 
British and G erm an, w ho fell during the battle and 
in addition, a special m em orial erected b y  them  to 
“ T h e  Royal M iddlesex Regim ent” . T h is  memorial 
is placed in a peaceful and picturesque little glade 
w here our D ie-H ards sleep. O n this m em orial, a 
w reath w as laid and the exhortation recited b y M ajor 
Sm ith.

T h e  next, and final cerem ony o f  the day, took place 
at the railway station o f  O bourg. H ere it was that 
the initial battle o f  1914 was fought between the 
British and G erm an armies. W e form ed up in colum n 
w ith ou r Belgian com rades on the road across the 
canal opposite to the station— the same road along 
w hich  G erm ans advanced in 1914. W ith  num erous 
banners to keep com pany w ith  our Regim ental 
Standard, w e m arched over the bridge to the station, 
halting in front o f the flag-covered plaque erected to 
com m em orate the opening shots fired nearby and 
also to the unknow n hero o f  “ D ”  C om pany who 
rem ained alone, protected b y  some sandbags on 
the roof o f  the station, and killed w ith  his rifle about 
20 G erm ans, including a C om pan y Com m ander. 
H e kept firing until m ortally w ounded, thus covering 
the retreat o f  the rest o f  the com pany. In the end 
a field gun was brought up to dislodge him from  his 
position. Present w ith  the com pany was M . Licope 
to w hose initiative the erection o f  the mem orial is 
due. A lso  present w ere m any w ho had attended its 
unveiling b y  L t.-C o l. T .  S. W ollocom b e in S eptem ­
ber, 19 51, in the presence o f  the representatives of
H .M . T h e  K in g  o f T h e  Belgians. T h e  old soldiers, who 
as you n g m en had fought in the battle, the elder 
tow nsm en w ho as children had watched the fight 
and seen the w ounded cared for b y  their parents, 
one o f  w hom  was M . Langouche whose father was 
then the M ay or and w ho had been forced by the 
G erm ans to m arch in front o f  the G erm an troops 
w hilst the firing was still taking place, all paid due 
honour to those w ho had fought the good fight.

A fter the cerem ony at the station, where H arry 
Bird laid the w reath and Jim m y S m ith gave the 
exhortation, the procession form ed up and for the 
v ery last tim e, m arched past over the bridge, paying 
com plim ents to M . Renaud, the M ay o r o f  O bourg. 
T h e  station bridge and throughfare are undergoing 
alterations w hich w ill be com pleted before A ugust 
19 71, therefore the view  w ill no longer be as it was in 
19 14  and in 1970. O u r m em orial plaque w ill still be 
pu b licly  displayed in a position as near as possible 
to the place it has been since its unveiling, and our

pilgrim age w ill continue as heretofore. It is a p il­
grim age w hich the present and com ing generation 
should make efforts to attend even as we D ie-H ards 
still visit A lbuhera. ‘ ‘Rem em ber M on s”  was a call 
and a pow erful stim ulant during other encounters 
o f the 19 14-18  fighting, and recalled b y  Colonel 
W ollocom be in later years. T h e  casualty list was 15 
officers and 453 other ranks, everyone a professional 
soldier and some o f the toughest the world has 
ever seen, their fighting ability acknowledged b y  
allies and enem y alike.

A fter the parade, M . Renaud, as for so iyim^  
years past, becam e our host in the H otel de Villd^^r 
O bourg. Toasts w ere drunk and reciprocal speeches 
made, the translating, as was the case at the H otel de 
Ville, M ons, being w ell executed b y  M . Charles 
Ottevaere. A fter the official cerem ony, a stroll to the 
estaminet just like a group o f old friends, a splendid 
gesture to us British b y our Belgian friends. T h e y  
know w e like to end a good day b y  a stroll to the 
local for a pint— and that is ju st w hat th ey do, the 
M ayor included, to  show their appreciation to — 
‘ ‘T o m m y ”  who manned the line A u gu st 23, 19 14 ®  
W e w ho w ere present on this anniversary left w ell 
content vow ing to bring more pilgrim s w ith  us in 
the com ing years. W ill you  com e, too ?

R. W . J. S.

Completion of Regimental Museum

W hen the Regimental M useum  was officially 
opened at its new venue, Bruce Castle, Tottenham , 
by the M ayor o f H aringey in O ctob er last year, 
one o f the two large rooms allocated to us had to be 
used as a store-room  until it could be properly laid 
out w ith exhibits. It was realised at the tim e that this 
w ould involve m uch more labour and tim e than that 
already given for preparing the room  for the official 
opening. Such has, in fact, been the case, b ut it is 
w ith  m uch pleasure and relief that w e are able to 
report that the M useum  has now  been finally la id ^ ^  
out, and that it is a splendid sight. T h a t w e h a v e ^ V  
been able to get this form idable job  com pleted is 
due almost entirely to the m agnificent efforts o f our 
Curator, M ajor D ick  Sm ith, w ho has w orked m any 
hours o f overtim e in order to achieve his object.
In this w ork he has been m ost ably assisted b y  his 
w ife, D o lly , and M r. Charlie Banks, the caretaker at 
Edgw are, who have given yeom an service. It is, 
in fact, not possible adequately to express our thanks 
to this small band o f  w illing workers, whose efforts 
to ensure that the layout reached such a high stan­
dard has been loudly praised b y  so m any high officials 
o f the H aringey A rchives Com m ittee, through who|^k 
good offices we have been able to locate ou r M u s e u ^ ^  
in such a splendid place as Bruce Castle.

O u r readers are rem inded that the M useum  is 
open daily at the follow ing tim es, except on Sundays 
and W ednesdays:

10 a.m. to 12.30 p.m .

1.30 p.m . to 5 p.m .
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P e t e r  M c R a e
& C O M P A N Y  L IM IT E D

L ife Assurance Consultants 

Insurance an d  Mortgage Brokers

r BEACON ROAD, CROWBOROUGH, 
SU SSEX

Telephone: C R O W B O R O U G H  3284/5/6

Did you know  that besides protecting 

your family, life assurance can assist in 

other fields, such as education, house 

purchase, pension, and estate du ty? We 

specialise in the needs of service person­

nel and w ou ld  be pleased to advise.

We make no charges

W e also have departm ents specialising  

in other form s o f general insurances 

w hich are at your service

R oyal H ospital, Chelsea
It m ay not be generally known that there are 

vacancies for In-Pensioners at the Royal H ospital, 
Chelsea.

T h ere  are m any old soldiers w ho m ay w ell like 
to spend their years o f retirem ent in the delightful 
surroundings o f the Royal H ospital but w ho do not 
know  about it.

T h ere  m ay also be a num ber o f  ex-soldiers w ho 
served in the tw o w orld wars and other m inor opera­
tions, and are in receipt o f  disability pensions on 
account o f w ounds, or illness as a result o f  active 
service, w ho are also entitled to becom e In-P en­
sioners but do not realise it.

T o  be eligible for adm ission as an In-Pensioner 
a candidate m ust be:

a. O f  good character.
b. In receipt of a service or d isability pension 

awarded for m ilitary service, or o f  the Victoria 
Cross annuity.

c. A t  least 65 years o f age, or unable to earn his 
own living (though generally capable o f looking after 
him self).

d. I f  unable to earn his own living, not less than 
55 years o f age unless in receipt o f a disability pen­
sion for an A rm y disability.

e. Free from  the obligation to support a w ife or 
children.

/. Passed m edically fit for admission.
A n y  o f our m em bers w ho know  o f an old soldier 

o f the R egim ent fulfilling the above conditions and 
w ishing to be considered for admission as an In- 
Pensioner is requested to get in touch w ith  the 
S ecretary o f the Regim ental Association.

Regim ental Museum
C urator: M a j. R . W .J .  S m ith ,  M B E ,  T A  <fc V R  Centre, D eansbrook R o a d , E dgw are, M id d lesex

T h e  follow ing are recent acquisitions to the 
m u seu m :

KN IFE, PRAYER BOOK AN D  B IBLE OF PTE. H . G.

, N e V I L L , 2 ND B ATTALIO N .

TRENCH DAGGER AND ‘ ‘ CRICKET B A L L ”  GRENADE.

Daily Express p u b l i c a t i o n , ‘ ‘ t h e  f i r s t  w o r l d  

w a r ” .

D aily Express p u b l i c a t i o n , “ c o v e n a n t s  w i t h  

d e a t h ” .

PHOTOGRAPHS OF RECIPIENTS OF THE VICTORIA 

CROSS AND GEORGE CROSS.

SOUVENIR CU P OF THE BOER W AR.

KN IFE, PRAYER BOOK AN D BIBLE

T h e  prayer book and the bible w ere issued to 
A 6 4  Pte. H enry G eorge N evill when he enlisted, 
S ep tem b e r 28, 1891. T h e y  are the hard-wearing, 
serviceable pattern w hich w ere issued to all recruits 
up to the early 1920s. T h e  Royal C oat o f A rm s of 
Queen Victoria is firm ly em bossed on both back and 
front covers, those on the b ible being w ithin an oval 
bearing the legend “ Official C o p y ” , and in excellent 
condition, although it is obvious the copy has been 
w ell used.

T h e  knife, w ith  an unusual shaped blade, has a 
hom e-m ade haft w ith the ow ner’s name and the 
words “ South Africa, 1901”  carved on either side. 
It was used m ainly for killing pigs and chickens 
when the troops could boost their rations o f hard 
tack. A ll three items w ere carried b y  Pte. N evill, 
w ho was subsequently granted a special pension, 
during his service w ith  the R egim ent during the 
Boer W ar.

Presented by M rs. A .  J .  N evill Johnson.

GRENADE AND TRENCH DAGGER

T h e  grenade is the norm al “ cricket b a ll”  pattern 
as supplied before the introduction o f the H ale and 
the M ills types. T h e  dagger has been m anufactured 
from  an iron railing, the spear point top b eing the 
blade, and the handle, or grip, m ade b y bending 
the shaft into the shape o f an elongated “ O ” . T h e  
scabbard is m ade o f wood. It is a m ost efficient, 
albeit m urderous, looking piece o f w ork, w hich  
proved its w orth on trench raids. T h e re  w ere a 
num ber o f these m ade for this purpose and the m ere 
draw ing o f  the weapon was enough to scare the life 
out o f the average person.

Presented by ex-L/Cpl. John Gover ( T F / 1789) 
7 th Battalion.
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D aily Express p u b l i c a t i o n  “ t h e  f i r s t  w o r l d  
w a r ”

T h is  book, published in 1933, is a b rief photo­
graphic history o f  the w ar o f 19 14 -19 , in 298 pages. 
M an y  o f the illustrations are show n paired, in satire, 
driv in g hom e the futility  o f  propaganda and war. 
T o  the w riter o f these notes, it appears also as 
prophecy, its title suggesting that it was only the 
first o f w orld wars, and at least one m ore was to come. 
It d id ! O n  page 289, it shows a selection o f recipients 
o f the V ictoria Cross, including that o f  L t.-C o l. 
James Forbes-R obertson, v c , d s o , m c , o f  the Border 
R egim ent. H e is shown in the uniform  o f the M id d le­
sex R egim ent, taken w hen he was com m anding the 
16th (Public Schools) Battalion from  A ugust 1917 
until it was disbanded in February 1918, being 
aw arded a bar to his D S O  w hilst in com m and.

Presented by Capt. P . C . Prescott-Richardso?i 
(alias Schaefer, T F I 1699) 7 th Battalion.

D aily Express p u b l i c a t i o n  “ c o v e n a n t s  w i t h  

d e a t h ”

T h is  book, published for “ the purpose to reveal 
the horror, suffering and essential bestiality of 
m odem  war, and w ith  that revelation, to warn the 
nation against the peril o f  foreign entanglem ents 
that m ust lead Britain to a new A rm ageddon” , was 
released in 1934. T h e  title was taken from  Isaiah 
X X V , 15.

N eith er the title nor the w arning w ere o f much 
help in S eptem ber 1939! It is a book full o f grim  
pictures, all authentic, and not one to be read by 
the squeam ish.

Presented by ex-Sgt. F . E . Birdsall ( T F I 2702) 
7 th Battalion.

p h o t o g r a p h s  o f  r e c i p i e n t s  o f  v i c t o r i a  c r o s s  a n d

GEORGE CROSS

T h is  collection o f  enlarged photographs are those 
o f C /Sgt. G eorge G ardiner, v c , d c m ; Ensign J. T . 
D o w n , v c ;  D m r. D u d ley  Stagpoole, vc, d c m ; 

2/L t. R. P. H allow es, v c , m c ; Pte. F. J. Edwards, 
v c ;  C apt. A . M . C . M cR ead y-D iarm id , v c ;  Capt.
A . M . T o y e , v c , m c ; and C o l. L . A . N ew nham , 
g c , m c .

W h ilst the decorations and m edals in the M useum  
are shown adjacent to the photographs in a num ber 
o f  cases, only m iniatures are show n in others. It is a 
m atter o f personal anguish to  the C urator that this 
is so o f  C /S gt. G ardiner, the first soldier in the 
history o f  the British A rm y to be aw arded both the 
Victoria C ross and the D istinguished C onduct 
M edal. T h e  group o f m edals them selves are on loan 
to a battalion o f T h e  Q u een ’s R egim ent. T h e  personal 
feeling is due to the fact that when the cross and 
m edals cam e on the m arket early in 1948, the 
C urator, w ho was then serving at the D epot, heard 
o f this from  a num ism atic friend. Inspecting the 
m edals, prior to the day o f the sale, he found them 
to  be genuine, although for som e years said to have 
been lost. In com pany w ith  M ajor H enry M arsh, 
the 2 IC  D epot, he attended the auction, w here they 
w ere purchased for £ 120 — a bargain if  ever there was 
one. F o r m any years it w as believed that Stagpoole 
w as the only m an to  hold both V C  and D C M , and, 
in  fact, it was published in a num ber o f histories by 
reputable authors. O u r ow n early records o f the 
57th m erely say that G ardin er had received an 
aw ard for conspicuous gallantry at Inkerm an. T h e

award o f the D C M  is not m entioned in the regim ental 
histories by W arre, by W oollright or by K ingsford.
I f  it had been known generally, and that the group 
was for sale, the price w ould, even then, have 
run into four figures.

T h e  V C , D C M  group o f Stagpoole is the centre­
piece o f the M aori W ar section o f the Victoria Cross 
Exhibition now being held at the Im perial W ar 
M useum , Lam beth, where they are on loan from 
the Regiment.

Photographs copied, enlarged and presented by 
M r. Rodney Brewster.

*
SOUVENIR CUP OF THE BOER WAR

T h is  piece o f pottery was taken from  the R iver 
T ham es near R ichm ond, Surrey, during river clean­
ing operations. It was then com pletely black, as 
indicated by the stum p o f the broken handle. On 
cleaning, it was found to be an interesting relic 
o f  the Boer W ar, m anufactured by the Foley C hina 
C om pany. A  normal sized breakfast cup, it shows, 
on one section o f the exterior, a shield-shaped U n io J ^ , 
Jack with the outline o f the V ictoria C ross s u p e ^ ^  
imposed and the head and shoulders o f Earl Roberts, 
vc, in the centre o f the cross. T h e  supporters are: 
dexter, a soldier o f the Colonies, w earing a slouch 
hat, and sinister, a V olunteer w earing a W olseley 
helmet, both in the iniform  o f the period. O n the 
other side, within a wreath o f laurels, surm ounted 
by St. E dw ard’s crown, are the names “ R oberts” , 
“ B uller” , “ K itchener” , “ W hite” , “ B ad en-P ow ell” 
and “ French” . Inside the cup is an illustration o f a 
trum pet, on the banner o f w hich is em blazoned, 
“ A n  Em pire founded on Liberty'” .

T h e  cup m ay now be em pty in the material sense 
but it is certainly full o f history for the student o f 
the British A rm y, and the Boer W ar in particular.

Presented by M r. A . R. Drane.

M id d le s e x  R e g im e n t  G o lfin g  S o c ie ty  
A u tu m n  M e e t in g  1970

It is m uch regretted that, ow ing to entirely un­
foreseen circum stances, this m eeting had to 
cancelled at short notice.

F r e e  N e w s le tte r s

T h e  Editor wishes to thank C ol. M . C raw ford, 
L t.-C o l. P. L loyd-W illiam s and Capt. S . le M . 
Enthoven for their generosity in paying extra sub­
scriptions so that free copies o f The Die-H ards 
Newsletter can be sent to deserving old comrades.

N e w s le t te r  N o . 11

T h e  Editor m uch regrets the delay in the publica­
tion o f  the A ugust issue (N o. 11), w hich was due to 
circum stances quite outside his control.
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PERSONAL JOTTINGS

M ajor O liver Bagley, who at the age o f 82 m ust be 
the oldest surviving officer o f the 3rd Battalion, in­
form ed us in a letter w ritten last A ugust that it was 
then exactly 64 years ago that he received his com ­
mission signed b y the late K in g  Edw ard V II .

H e has lived in the U S A  for most o f the time 
since his retirem ent after the 19 14 -18  war, but he 

^ ^ ^ iin s a staunch D ie-H ard, and keeps in touch by 
^ ^R sional letters and b y being a regular reader o f our 
Newsletter.

W e had news recently o f ex-Sgt. D . C . Barr 
(6208127), form erly of “ B ”  C om p an y,’ 2/7th Batta­
lion, who wrote to tell us of the death o f  his wife. O ur 
heart-felt sym pathies go to him  and his fam ily in 
their bereavement.

•  Thom as John (G inger) Batson (6539610), who 
erved w ith  the 1st Battalion from  1931 to 1938 when 
he reverted to the H om e Establishm ent, now  works for 

the G P O  and can generally be found at the top o f a 
telegraph pole! D u rin g the w ar he served w ith  the 
8th Battalion from  1940 to 1942, and then w ith  1st 
Battalion Princess L ouise’s Kensington Regim ent 
until 1945 when he was demobilised.

A fter a long silence w e have ju st heard from  Capt. 
D ennis Bayton, who tells us that he has now  finally 
settled down to becom e a free-lance m usician, both 
as a perform er and as a teacher, and is enjoying life.

H e sends his best wishes to all old friends in the 
R egim ent and is looking forward to  m eeting them  
again in the near future.

H e is at present living at Surbiton in Surrey.

A  v ery  recent and welcom e visitor to Regimental 
H eadquarters was M ajor Johnny Bull, w ho was the 
Arm ourer to the 1st Battalion during the fighting in 
H ong K o n g in D ecem ber 1941, and was awarded the 
M ilitary M edal for bravery. N o w  hom e again he is 
looking forward to catching up w ith  m any o f our 
veterans o f those days. B y the tim e these notes

•appear in print he m ay already have done so, since he 
fs probably paying us a visit during the Rem em ­
brance weekend.

T h ro u gh  the good offices o f M ajor Pat Donovan 
w e have gained contact w ith  ex-Pte. F . C . Clark 
(L /15625), an old D ie-H ard w ho had been out of 
touch w ith  the R egim ent since his discharge in M ay 
1920. H e served w ith  the 4th Battalion in France from 
1915 to 1918 and then did a period o f duty w ith  the 
Special Com pany in Russia. H e was aw arded the 
M ilitary  M edal whilst w ith  the 4th Battalion and a 
b ar to the M edal whilst w ith  the Special C om pany in 
Russia.

jf lfe d e  has now  joined the Regim ental Association and 
w e  were delighted to meet h im  at the Annual R e­
union on O ctober 3.

A  m ost welcom e new m em ber to the Regim ental 
O fficers’ C lu b  is M r. T .  W . D eeves. In the 19 14-18  
w ar as a young officer he served in our 16th (Public 
Schools) Battalion and was badly wounded at 
C am brai, losing one arm . F or his bravery on active

service he was awarded the M ilitary' Cross and later 
a bar to the Cross. Between the wars he was em ­
ployed at Som erset H ouse on executive work. A t  the 
outbreak o f the 1939-45 w ar he was seconded to the 
M inistry' o f Food w here he served as an Assistant 
Secretary until the w ar was over. F or his services he 
was created a C B E . A fter the war he was seconded as 
a H ead o f D epartm ent to the Foreign Office A d m in is­
tration o f African T erritories— a new  branch form ed 
to take over the adm inistration o f th e ex-Italian 
Colonies in Africa, and to prepare them  for indepen­
dence. H e remained w ith  this Branch until it closed 
dow n in 1952, and for his services he was m ade a 
C M G . H e was afterw ards posted as a C ounsellor to 
the three British Delegations to N A T O , O E C C  
(Paris) and the C ouncil o f E urope (Strasbourg). By 
1954, after com pleting 45 years o f continuous 
Governm ent service, he decided to retire and now 
lives at Gerrards Cross where he takes an interest in 
local affairs, especially the British Legion.

A fter approxim ately 37 years’ service, M ajor 
(Q M ) Pat D onovan retired on A ugust 26, 1970, and 
has now settled dow n in Essex, where he has secured 
a very' good job  as an Assistant W orks M anager w ith  
Explosives and Chem ical Products Ltd .

D u rin g the sum m er, C ol. D esm ond Ellis took his 
fam ily holiday dow n at Seaview  in the Isle o f W ight. 
T h ere, he writes to tell us, four D ie-H ards quite b y  
chance gathered together on the beach— M ajors K en  
C layden and B arry Reed, C apt. A lec R am say and 
C ol. D esm ond himself.

From  S outh A frica  M ajor D avid Fetters sends his 
best wishes to all old friends, and especially those 
w ho attended the Annual Reunion on O ctober 3.

O ne of the newest m em bers o f  ou r Regim ental 
Association is ex-Pte. R. G ilbertson  (22223756), 
w ho served w ith  the 1st Battalion in H on g K o n g  and 
K orea in 1950 and 1951. H is join ing was the result o f 
a surprise visit w hich he paid to the Rear Party, 4 
Q ueen ’s at K nook Cam p during his sum m er holidays 
and m eeting there M ajor Jim m y W ild, whose powers 
o f persuasion no doubt helped him  to m ake up his 
m ind. W e w ere delighted to see him  at the Annual 
Reunion on O ctober 3 and w e hope that he w ill be 
w ith us at m any other Association functions.

E x-Sgt. Paul G illies, m b e  (23460940), w ho has 
spent the last 12 years in Zam bia, has decided to 
return hom e and settle in the west country. H e left 
Zam bia in O ctober, travelling to E ngland via East 
A frica  and G reece.

W e w ish him  the best o f  luck in his job -h u n tin g 
and look forward to seeing him  again at our A ssoci­
ation functions.

W e recently received a letter from  e x -C S M  A rth u r 
Page (6201260), one o f ou r H ong K o n g  veterans. 
W ith  his letter he enclosed a cutting from  his local 
paper in Chester, w hich m entioned the appointm ent 
of M r. K . R. G . H annis as a divisional manager o f  the 
M erseyside Passenger Executive. M r. H annis, who
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com es from  Bristol, joined the Regim ent and later 
served as a Sergeant Instructor in the Sm all A nns 
School C orps. H e was discharged in 1947. I f  any of 
our readers know  him  it w ould be appreciated if  they 
w ould get in touch w ith  the Editor.

W hen renew ing his subscription recently S. J. 
M eadow s, an old soldier o f  the 9th Battalion, wrote 
to let us know  how  m uch he enjoyed reading the 
Newsletter. N eedless to say, this unsolicited testi­
monial is m uch appreciated.

M ajor C hris M ieville, on com pletion o f  his tour of 
d uty on the staff o f  H Q , A llied  Forces Central 
Europe, in connection w ith  N u clear Operations, has 
returned to this country and taken up the appoint­
m ent o f D A Q M G  (M ovem ents) at the M inistry o f 
D efence.

H e was relieved at H Q  A F C E N T  by M ajor Chris 
Law rence w ho, until recently, was in com m and o f 
the R ear Party o f 4 Q u een ’s.

L t.-C o l. John M oore paid us a v isit at R H Q  
Edgw are quite recently on his return from  M uscat 
where he has been em ployed for som e tim e w ith  the 
S u ltan ’s A rm ed Forces. H e is now  doing a language 
course pending posting to Phnom  Penh as D efence 
A ttaché, C am bodia.

M ajor D onald Peckham , a form er Paym aster to  the 
1 st Battalion and one o f ou r regular readers, in a 
recent letter stated that he is due to retire on April

30, 1971. H e intends to reside in T u n b rid ge W ells, 
where he has been stationed for some time.

Congratulations to  L t.-C o l. R. T .  D . H icks, one of 
our form er 7th Battalion officers and a regular reader 
o f this Newsletter, on his marriage, w hich took place 
in London on A u gu st 18 last.

H e now lives at T h e  Anchorage, K ingsdow n, 
near D eal, K ent, and would w elcom e a visit from  any 
o f  his old friends.

W e are pleased to see that ex-C/Sgt. Jim m y R ed­
m ond (22354186) has settled dow n w ell in civilian 
life. H e is w orking hard in his garage— no cheap 
petrol!— and has promised to keep in touch.

W e have ju st heard that ex-L /C pl. Fred Richardson 
(6198320), w ho served in the R egim ent from 
February 1928 until O ctober 1945, w ill be unable to 
w ork again as he has collapsed lungs. H e 
form erly em ployed at the Edgware General H ospit^BP* 
a Rations Storeman.

\\ e congratulate L t. A . C . D . L o w  rie on his pro­
m otion to Captain w ith  effect from  July 31, 1970.

O ne o f the few surviving officers o f  our n t h  
(Service) Battalion— ou r senior Service Battalion of 
the 19 14 -18  war— is D onald M cD o n ald , w ho has 
been a m em ber o f our Regim ental Association since 
S eptem ber 1914— surely a record. H e was gazetted 
a tem porary Service Lieutenant on A ugust 22, 1914, 
in the same batch, as 2/Lt. W . J. S lim  (later Field- 
M arshal S ir  W illiam  Slim ), w ith w hom  he served in 
the same O fficers’ T ra in in g  C orps at Epsom  before 
join ing the 1 ith  Battalion. H e w ent w ith  the Battalion 
to France in M a y  1915 and in N o vem b er o f that year 
he was badly wounded at the H ohenzollern Redoubt 
and sent hom e. T h is  was the end o f his active service, 
for he was not passed fit again, and was dem obilised 
in 1919.

F or m any years after the w ar he attended the 1 ith  
Battalion O fficers’ luncheon w hich was held annually 
in London on A lb uhera D a y until 1967 when it was 
discontinued for lack o f num bers.

E x -C Q M S  A lfred R idler (L/6480), now  aged 88, 
is another of our old soldiers w ho has been admitted 
to the Royal Hospital, Chelsea, as an In-Pensioner.
H e enlisted in Septem ber 1900, and after serving 
w ith the 4th Battalion at the T o w e r o f London, was 
posted to the 3rd Battalion in South A frica, where he 
became Officers’ M ess Sergeant as w ell as A /C Q M S  
o f the M ounted Infantry C om pany. A b

A s a result o f wounds received on active service^ ^  
during the 19 14-18  war he was discharged in F ebru­
ary 1916 w ith the rank o f C Q M S .

In a letter received during the sum m er, ex-Pte. 
R obert J. W right (816754), one o f our H ong K o n g  
veterans, sends his best wishes to all his old com rades.

10th (T) Battalion The Q ueen ’s Regim ent 
(Middlesex)

H er M ajesty T h e  Queen has been graciously pleased 
to approve o f the appointm ent o f Col. A . S. J. de S. 
Clayton, d l , as Honorary' C olonel, 10th (T ) Battalion 
T h e  Q u een ’s Regim ent (M iddlesex) in succession to 
M ajor-G eneral C . M . M . M an, c b , o b e , m c , w i t h  
effect from M ay 12, 1970.

FORTHCOMING EVENTS
Date— 1971 Event

T hursday, Special A rm y N igh t for the
January 7 W em bley Ice S how — “ Jack and

the Beanstalk’ ’— in aid o f the 
A rm y Benevolent Fund.

Saturday, i/7th Battalion (1939-45) D inner
A pril 24 at T  &  A V R  C entre, H ornsey,

N8.
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CORRESPONDENCE

From : M ajor-General C . M . M . M an, C B , O B E , M C  
T h e  O ld  Schoolhouse, 
Struan, Calvine,
Perthshire.
O ctob er 4, 1970.

M y  dear Fanny,
^ K h a n k  you so m uch for m y copy o f the Newsletter. 
^ ^ R t a splendid w ay o f keeping us all in touch, 
and this last copy was w ell up to the first-class 
standard o f its predecessors.

I was particularly glad to read the news o f the 
Branches and it is good to know that they are thriving. 
O ne point, however, shocked me. It was the penulti­
mate paragraph o f Len  Johnson’s excellent account 
o f the W O s and Sgts Branch. I quote “ w ith  the 
disbandm ent o f the 4th Q ueen ’s and the severing of 

ur last link with the Service . . .”  I sincerely hope 
I^Phat this is not the view  of all D ie-H ards, because if 

it is, I have obviously failed sadly in getting across 
the link that goes on w ith  our successors, T h e  Q ueen ’s 
R egim ent as a w hole. I feel passionately that unless 
we appreciate this fact w e are letting dow n the young 
m en o f M iddlesex who have follow ed us into their 
C ounty Regim ent. I have often quoted the analogy 
o f the “ Supporters C lu b ’ ’ in this connection. W e 
are their Supporters C lub , and if  w e let them  dow n 
w e are going a long w ay towards ensuring that our 
beloved M iddlesex Regim ent dies w hen w e die 
rather than being a source o f pride and an exam ple 
to those w ho have follow ed us. M em orials are w on­
derful as a rem inder o f w hat has gone before, but 
there is no mem orial like that o f tradition mirrored in 
young soldiers w ho have taken our place, w hatever 
their cap badge. T o  me, any other attitude smacks of 
self-p ity and is so utterly contrary to the m otto “ D ie- 
H ard” .

W ith  very best wishes,
Y ou rs ever,

“ C h r i s ”

From : M ajor I. D. M cLean
H arew ood C ottage, 
K ingston Vale,
London SW '15.
O ctober 5, 1970.

T h e  Editor,
The Die-H ards Newsletter,
D eansbrook Road,
Edgw are, M iddlesex.

D ear C ol. W alden,
I was interested to read in the “ Personal Jottings” 

o f the A ugust edition o f the Newsletter that e x -C / 
Sgt. L . W . T a y lo r  (6203993) in “ B ”  C om pany 
o f the 2nd Battalion had heard from  ex-Pte. T .  D. 

.^ ^ o w le s  (14404863) w ho sent a photograph o f the 
^ 5 uard Room  and C om pany designation board taken 

at Fayid in 1945 or 1946, w hich I w ould be interested 
to see, as I was com m anding “ B ”  C om pany at that 
tim e.

I rem em ber ex-C /S gt. T a y lo r  and recall that the 
C om pany S ergeant-M ajor at that tim e was C S M  
W ild w ho, I understand, is now  a M ajor Q uarter­
m aster. T h e  Battalion was com m anded at that time

by C ol. H erapath, w ho I believe is now  retired, and 
the second-in-com m and was M ax Langley. M ajor 
I. D . M arjoribanks, w ho was com m anding “ D ”  
C om pany, is still a close personal friend w hom  I 
see regularly

T h e  2nd Battalion at that time was alternating 
duties in E gypt and Palestine as it was then called, 
and looking back on this period it is very easy to 
p icture the state o f unrest w hich now  exists in that 
troubled area.

Y ou rs  sincerely,
I. D . M c L e a n

(T h is  is the photograph to w hich M ajor M cL e an  
refers :

It has been reproduced as it m ay be o f  interest to 
other readers w ho were serving w ith  the 2nd Battalion 
at that time— Editor.)

From : M r. R. E . C . Jewell
15 G resley Road,
London N 19  3 L A .
O ctob er 5, 1970.

D ear Colonel W alden,
I was very pleased to receive the A ugust issue of 

The Die-H ards Newsletter. As a w riter m yself, I 
should like to com plim ent you  on this publication.

I enclose m y cheque for five guineas as a donation 
to the Charitable Fund. A s  I am not quite sure how­
to describe the Fund on a cheque, I have m ade it 
out to you  personally.

M y  w ife and I very m uch enjoyed the sum m er 
outing to Bladon and Blenheim  Palace. Y o u  m ay be 
interested to know that, although I w as in the 1/7 
Battalion the M idd lesex Regim ent from  ’ 39 to ’42, 
this was the first tim e I had ever been near to the 
M ill H ill H eadquarters!

Please give m y best w ishes to M ajor S m ith ; I 
read the article on the Regim ental M u seu m  w ith  
great interest.

W ith  kind regards,
Y ou rs  sincerely,

R. E . C . J e w e l l

(T h is  generous donation has been m ost gratefu lly  
acknow ledged by the S ecretary o f  the Regim ental 
Association.— Editor.)
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O B I T U A R Y

It is w ith  m uch regret that w e have to announce
that the follow ing have died :

B u r b a g e — O n  M arch  29, 1970, ex-S gt. T h om as John 
M o o d y  B urbage (6089896), aged 53. A lthough 
basically a soldier o f the Q ueen ’s Royal Regim ent 
from  A p ril 4, 1939, when he enlisted, until O ctober 
1, i960, when he was discharged to pension, he 
served w ith  the 1st Battalion (57th/77th) between 
1949 and 1952 during the Korean W ar.

C h a r l e s — O n S eptem ber 8 , 1970, ex-Pte. Stanley 
W alter Charles (PW /3509), aged 70. H e enlisted 
in June 1915, adding the necessary years to his 
age to answ er the appeal o f C ol. John W ard, m p , 

w ho was recruiting to raise the 25th (Garrison) 
Battalion in the N orth  L ondon district o f  H ornsey. 
In July 1915 he was drafted to the 19th (2nd 
P ub lic W orks Pioneers) Battalion during the 
build-up  for the Som m e battles. V ery  shortly 
afterw ards he was in action w ith  this Battalion 
and received a gun shot w ound in his right shoul­
der w hich disabled his right arm to such an extent 
that he had to be discharged as m edicallv unfit 
in O ctob er 1917. H e was a great correspondent 
and his letters, w hich he typed w ith  his left hand, 
contained a wealth o f inform ation about uniform s 
and the early days o f the 25th Battalion. His last 
years w ere spent in Portsm outh, where he becam e 
a m em ber o f the Portsm outh and G osport Branch. 
O n his death his w ido w  com plied w ith  his very 
last wish, w hich was that he should be buried 
in N orth London at Southgate. T h ere  he rests, 
w ith  a cap badge o f  his beloved Regim ent clasped 
in his hands.

H a r p e r — O n June 28, 1970, C apt. John L in d ley  
H arper. A t  the outbreak o f the 19 14 -18  war he 
joined the H onourable A rtillery  C om pany and 
was later com m issioned into the 2/9th Battalion. 
H e eventually transferred to the M achine G un 
Corps, and served in the B E F  in France w ith a 
unit o f  this C orps until he was invalided hom e in 
1918. By profession he was a chartered accountant 
and a partner in the London firm o f  M essrs. 
D earden, H arper, M iller &  Co.

H a r r i s — O n Septem ber 14, 1970, ex-Sgt. T .  W . 
H arris (G/53). H e enlisted in the n t h  (Service) 
Battalion im m ediately on its form ation in A ugust 
1914 and w ent w ith  the Battalion to join  the B E F  
in France in M ay  1915. O n S eptem ber 25, 1915, 
he went into action w ith  the Battalion at the Battle 
o f  Loos, the first occasion in the 19 14 -18  war 
when “ S ervice”  Battalions took part in a set battle. 
A lthough a m em ber o f the M ill H ill Branch he 
had not, in recent years, attended m any functions. 
H is decease leaves another gap in the rank o f  the 
survivors o f  our senior Battalion o f “ K itch en er’s 
A rm y ” .

H o d d i n g — O n June 8, 1970, at Fleet H ospital 
after an illness borne w ith great courage, M ajor 
G eorge W ilberforce Petch H odding. H e was one 
o f  the original officers o f  the 2/7th Battalion, jo in ­

ing it on its formation in July 1939. H e was com ­
missioned as a Lieutenant, having already held a 
commission in the Indian A rm y for six years. In 
M ay  1942 he was appointed Second-in-Com m and 
and held that appointment until the end o f the 
war. A fter the w ar he applied for, and was granted, 
an extended service com m ission and for a n u m j ^  
o f years served in extra-regim ental em ploym <Sir 
until retiring to civilian life.

H o l l i n g s w o r t h — O n  A ugust 7, 1970, ex-Pte.
W alter H ollingsworth (L /10874), aged 83. H e 
enlisted in the Regim ent in 1905 and was posted 
to the 4th Battalion on com pletion o f his recruit 
training. Five years later he was posted to the 3rd 
Battalion, then on foreign service, and continued 
in his em ploym ent as a com pany cook. D u ring 
the 19 14-18  w ar he served in this capacity b o th ^ ^  
w ith the Battalion and at D ivisional H eadq uarters.^ ^  
A t the end o f hostilities he took his discharge and, 
although without trading experience, soon pros­
pered as a result o f his natural business acumen. 
W hilst his good health held he regularly attended 
Regimental functions, gathering together his old 
3rd Battalion veterans and show ing his pleasure 
at doing so by generously supplying the drinks.

M a c G r e g o r — O n A ugust 7, 1970, ex-Pte. Thom as 
M acG rego r (L/12596), aged 80. H e enlisted in 
June 1909 and joined the 4th Battalion to com ­
plete his field training before being posted to the 
3rd Battalion, then on foreign service. In S ep­
tem ber 1915 he was transferred to the Royal 
N o rfolk  Regim ent and served w ith  that Regim ent 
until January 1916 when he was posted to the 
Essex Regiment. In M ay 1916 he w as posted to 
the Suffolk R egim ent and served w ith  that R egi­
m ent until his discharge on m edical grounds in 
February 1918. H e was an In-Pensioner o f the 
Royal H ospital, Chelsea, and was buried at the 
London N ecropolis, Brookwrood, w here so m any 
old Chelsea Pensioners are laid to rest.

N u n n — O n  A ugust 17, 1970, M ajor F red erick^ ^ i 
James N u nn, aged 82. H e enlisted into the 16th 
Lancers at A ldershot in 1907, later m oving 
to the C urragh where his regim ent was stationed 
at the outbreak o f the 19 14 -18  war. H e was com ­
m issioned into the R egim ent on February 6 1916, 
and posted to the 17th (Footballers’) Battalion.
In 1917 he was aw arded the M ilitary Cross for 
bravery in the field. A fter the 19 14 -18  war he was 
posted to the 1st Battalion and served w ith 
that Battalion until his retirem ent in 1929.

D u rin g the 1939-45 w ar he served as an A d ­
m inistrative O fficer in the 9th Battalion. A fter the 
w ar he returned to civilian life in Surrey. In 1 « ^  
he m oved to C heveley, near N ew m arket, where 
took an active part in the local branch o f  the 
British Legion. H e was the local P oppy D a y orga­
niser for 16 years. Last year he was awarded the 
L eg io n ’s G old  Badge for his services. H e was a 
m em ber o f the C am bridge branch o f the “ O ld 
Contem ptibles Association”  and had been presi­
dent for several years.
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P e r c y - S m i t h — O n O ctob er 19, 1970, peacefully in 
hospital, M argery H elen, w idow  o f L t.-C o l.
D . C . Percy-Sm ith , d s o , o b e .

S m i t h — O n Septem ber 4, 1970, ex -L t. (R N V R ) 
Joseph Bernard Sm ith (6197002), aged 64. H e 
enlisted in the Regim ent in D ecem ber 1925 and 
the follow ing year was posted to the 2nd Battalion 
then serving in India. H e remained with this 
Battalion for the rem ainder o f its foreign tour and 
returned w ith  it to the U nited K in gdom  in 
D ecem ber 1931. A  year later he transferred to 

A rm y Reserve. H e was recalled to the C olours 
Septem ber 1939, but was discharged as m edi­

cally unfit in 1941. H e volunteered for service w ith 
the Royal N a vy  in Septem ber 1939 and, to his 
great surprise, not only was he accepted but he was 
also granted a tem porary com m ission. A s a naval 
officer he was one o f the first to return to France 
in the N orm andy invasion; later he was present 
at the final operations in the Far East. H e retired 
from  the Royal N avy at the end o f hostilities in

•  1945. A  regular correspondent, w ho travelled all
the w ay from  Blackpool to attend as m any regi­
mental functions as he could, he w ill be sadly 
missed b y  a host o f  old comrades.

S p i v e y — O n A ugust 12, 1970, ex-Pte. Les Spivey.
W hen the T A  was re-formed after the 19 14-18
war he served for m any years in the 9th Battalion
and afterw ards in an honorary capacity in connec­
tion w ith  the Battalion Rifle C lub. H e was a very 
keen shot and he put in m any hours at the M uske­
try  C am ps at Purfleet and elsewhere helping 
young soldiers in the science o f shooting. In 
addition he and his w ife ably organised the popu­
lar “ G ood L u ck ”  Shoot held every year in the 
9th Battalion at Christm as time. H e suffered a 
set-back in his health in 1963, and this was 
followed tw o years later by the am putation o f a 
leg.

T e m p l a r - S m i t h — O n Septem ber 6, 1970, C ol.
S ir  H arold T em p lar-S m ith , k b e , d l , l l .d . He 
was Chairm an o f the G as C ouncil from  1952 to 
i960, and President o f the Institute o f G as 
Engineers in 1937-38. H e was appointed a deputy 
lieutenant, M iddlesex, in 1943 and G reater London 
in 1955-

D u rin g the 1939-45 w ar be was a prom inent 
m em ber o f the M iddlesex H om e G uard, and he had 
been a m em ber o f the R egim ental O fficers’ 
C lu b  for some years.

T o d m a n — O n July 28, 1970, e x -C S M  A rthur
T od m an, aged 73. “ T o d d y ” , as he was know n to 
all his friends, enlisted into the 9th Battalion 
(T A ) in 1913 and, on m obilisation in 1914, w ent 
w ith  the Battalion to India, subsequently serving 
in the special expedition to Persia and M esopo­
tamia. A fter five years abroad on w ar service he 
returned hom e and was discharged. W hen the 
T A  was re-form ed after the w ar “ T o d d y ”  again 
joined up and becam e one of the stalwarts o f  the 
9th Battalion.

H e was selected by his Battalion as the m odel 
for the silver statuette, w hich now  adorns the 
Officers M ess at Edgware. It serves as a m em orial 
not only to the 9th Battalion but also to “ T o d d y ” , 
w ho was one o f the most loyal m em bers either our 
Regim ent or our Association has ever had. H e was, 
in fact, the epitom e o f  loyalty, and he served his 
old Battalion faithfully and w ell right up to the 
tim e o f  his death.

W h i t l o c k — O n O ctober 9, 197c, at his hom e L t. 
H arold S hirley W hitlock, aged 72. H e was com ­
m issioned into the R egim ent on A p ril 7, 1916, 
and prom oted to Lieutenant on O ctob er 7, 1917. 
T h e re  is, unfortunately, no regim ental record 
o f his service during the 19 14 -18  war. A fterw ards 
he was posted to the 4th Battalion and he served 
w ith  that Battalion until his retirem ent in 1922.

#
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ASSOCIATION NEWS
Secretary's Notes

B e n e v o le n t  C a s e s
D u rin g  the period M ay i ,  1970, to A ugust 31, 

I 97° .  the sum  o f £632 14s. 6d. w as expended from 
the C haritable Fund in m aking grants to 45 ex- 
m em bers o f the Regim ent, or their dependants.

D o n a tio n s — C h a r ita b le  F u n d
T h e  S ecretary gratefully acknowledges donations 

to the C haritable Fund from  M essrs. D . C . Barr,
B. A . C raw ley, F . Firm an, R. E. C . Jewell, M . G . 
Jones and A . V . Sem ark.

W a r  M e m o r ia l  F u n d
A s a result o f  the custom ary collection made at 

the 2/7th Battalion (1939-45) D inner on O ctober 2 
in aid o f  the \\ ar M em orial Fund the sum o f £25 
is. od. was handed to the Secretary, w hich  he grate­
fu lly  acknowledges.

G r a n d  C o n c e r t , K n e l le r  H a ll
A  total o f  29 m em bers and their fam ilies attended 

a G rand C oncert at K neller H all on W ednesday, 
A u gu st 26, 1970, under arrangem ents m ade b y the 
R egim ental Association.

F or the first tim e since organised parties had been 
arranged for these concerts the seats allocated to us 
w ere poor, since they w ere located so far back that 
it was difficult to hear the Band.

Hilling A i t4 .
FLORISTS

fo r  ^Jloiueri, f^ iantd, etc.

MEMBERS o f INTERFLORA

(F low ers by  wire, 

any time and  any­

where throughout 

the world)

Phone: M ILL  HILL 1387

145 BROADWAY, MILL HILL, N.W.7

C h u r c h  S e r v ic e  at R o y a l H o sp ita l, C h e ls e a
A  party o f about 50 m embers and their families, 

headed by the D eputy Colonel and M rs. Clayton, 
attended a C hurch  Service at the Royal H ospital, 
Chelsea, on Sunday, Septem ber 27.

Prior to the Service our O ld  Com rades, under the 
com m and o f M ajor R. W . J. Sm ith, and with the 
Association Standard carried by M r. L . R. Johnson, 
w ere inspected by the D epu ty  G overnor, M ajor- 
General S ir N igel T ap p , k b e ,  c b ,  d s o .  4 k *

T h e  sermon was preached by the Rev. R. A . ^ ^  
H am bly, C F , who had been Chaplain to our 1st 
Battalion in Gibraltar.

A fter the service an excellent buffet lunch was 
provided in the Pensioners’ C lub.

A n n u a l R e n io n
T h e  annual reunion was again held this year at 

Porchester H all, Q ueensway. It took place on Satur­
day, O ctober 3, and whereas last year w e had A  
bum per attendance o f 880 this year the a t te n d a n c l^  
dropped to 273— almost, i f  not quite, the lowest on 
record. A dm ittedly, last year the attendance was 
exceptional in view  o f  the num ber o f  regimental 
functions w hich took place during that weekend, 
and the fact that a reasonably large contingent from 
4th Battalion T h e  Q ueen ’s R egim ent was present. 
N evertheless, there w ere m any fam iliar faces 
m issing this year, whom  so m any w ould w ish to have 
seen.

T h ere  is little doubt that those w ho came along this 
year thoroughly enjoyed their evening out, and it is 
to be hoped that next year ou r num bers w ill at least 
increase to the average o f between 400 and 500.

H O R N S E Y  A N D  E N F IE L D  B R A N C H

H ow  sad we all are to learn o f M ajor-G eneral 
M an ’s resignation as D epu ty  Colonel and, equally, 
o f the ill-health o f M rs. M an. A s a Branch we extend 
ou r grateful thanks for all they have done for us and 
our very sincere wishes for the speedy im provem ent 
o f  M rs. M a n ’s health— coupled w ith  a long, happy 
and richly deserved retirement.

A t the same tim e w e offer ou r congratulations to_ ^ 
C ol. A ym ar Clayton on his appointm ent as DeputT^B) 
Colonel, and in w ishing him  every success, w e recorc^ ^  
ou r assurance o f loyal support in all he undertakes.

Since our last letter, a num ber o f successful outings 
have taken place, enabling m any “ O ld  C om rades”  
o f  all branches to get together and enjoy them selves—  
to nam e Blenheim , B assingboum , K neller H all and 
Porchester H all are but a few — and at H ornsey we 
have had a couple o f dances w hich have been 
thoroughly enjoyable, although m arred by the poor 
attendance o f  actual “ D ie-H ards”  m em bers, other 
than the “ O ld Faithfu ls” — ou r thanks to these for 
their support and also to Joan and Bert M ellor who 
are always b usy w orking at these functions, as 
as B ert’s enthusiasm  in organising them .

It w ould be nice to see m ore o f  you  at H ornsey 
on our W ednesday “ Sessions” . I am sure you 
w ould enjoy yourselves and at the same tim e give 
us som e ideas for functions w hich you w ould like 
organised and w hich you w ould be w illing to support. 
M any o f you  live w ithin w alking distance and those of 
you who do not could w rite to us occasionally and
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give us news. I hope b y  the tim e the next letter is due 
I have heard from  m any o f  you. W e w ere sorry to 
learn that Jed M ulcah y was ill and w ish h im  a speedy 
recovery and our sincere wishes also go to L en  
Johnson w ho is shortly going into hospital.

Best wishes to you  all.
L e s  H o s s l e n

M I L L  H IL L  B R A N C H

N o  sooner do w e read the current issue o f the 
Newsletter than on the table is a letter from  the 
e^^>r, asking for the next contribution. T h ere  is an 

4|^Pfeaw w hich  says, “ W hen needs must, the devil 
drives.”  I m ake no further com m ent in case O ld 
N ick, or one o f  his environs, produces a forked 
trident to stress a point— or three!

In the last Branch notes I m entioned a num ber o f 
m em bers living outside the U nited K in gd om —  
or disunited kingdom  if  you live in Belfast— they 
are now augm ented by our serving soldier m em bers 
in Berlin w ith  the 1st Battalion, T h e  Q u een ’s R egi- 

^ m e n t .  A ll appear to be in good fettle and enjoying 
^ H i e ir  soldiering. It will be m ighty cold for them  when 
^ ^ h is  letter is published as I gather the w inter in 

Berlin even prevents brass m onkeys from  leaving 
the house. Before the cold w eather sets in th ey are 
o ff to H olstein for training. O ne o f m y old tomes says 
o f the H olsteiners, “ It has been observed that the 
H olsteiners are m ore like the English than any people 
o f Europe. A  traveller w ho was at Flansburgh in 
1632, says, am ongst other things, ‘ I put m yself to 
mark the carriage o f the H olstein gentlem en, as 
they w ere going in and com ing out o f the Parliament 
H ouse, and, observing w ell their phvsiogom ies, their 
com plexions and gait, I thought verily I was in 
E ngland; for they resem ble the English more than 
either W elsh, or Scot— though cohabiting upon the 
same island— or any other people I saw y e t; w hich 
makes m e verily  believe that the English nation 
came first from  this low er circle o f Saxony. A n d there 
is one thing that strengthens m e in this belief, that 
there is an ancient town hard by, called Lunden, 
and an island called A n glia ’ . I hope m y son sees 
these folk as, soon, w e’ll be able to tell an English­
m an by how he wears his turban.

M ajor Johnny Bull, m m , w ho was the Arm ourer 
to ou r 1st Battalion during the cam paign in H ong

• Nong is now  back from  the O rient. H e called in to 
ee me, and pay his subs, m aking inquiries about old 
friends. B y the time you chaps read this, he w ill, 

no doubt, have caught up w ith  m any o f our veterans 
o f the fight in D ecem ber 1941. A nother veteran 
m em ber, T o m  Boswell, w ho lost an arm  at N eu ve 
Chapelle, M arch  1915, has been hors de combat 
for the last few  months, as has M ay, w ho looks after 
him so well. I trust that by now  th ey are fit and their 
norm al cheery selves.

A  num ber o f  our “ country m em bers”  m anaged 
to m eet at the 2/7th Battalion dinner in the V ictory 
C lu b  on O ctober 2. T h e y  were S lim  T h o rn , A llan 

^■Lchorne, T o p p e r  Brown (53) and Bill “ T a ffy ”  
^ W e s . A nother o f our m em bers present at the dinner 

was M ajor G eoffrey Bower, w ho belies his 82 sum ­
mers— and winters— b y still putting in a d ay ’s 
toil to earn the dripping to put on the daily crust.

T h e  evening follow ing, a num ber o f our m em bers 
renewed acquaintance at Porchester H all during the 
Annual Reunion. T h o se tw o old friends o f 53 years 
ago w hen they w ere in the C orps o f D ru m s together

before going to N orth Russia in A p ril 1919, G eorge 
Pocock and H arry Poulter, had a m inor reunion, 
w hilst H arry’s sons and their w ives joined in the 
tilting o f beer-m ugs. Jeff H award, m m , took tim e off 
from  his jo b  as M ine H ost o f the “ G olden  L io n ” , 
to jo in  us: a noble effort on a Saturday evening. 
S yd  T u rn e r m ust have been nursing his latest great­
grandchild as he was absent from  parade. Brew er 
D rane was in great form  and busy hunting for any 
o f  ou r regim ental musicians. B rew er is our ch ief 
contact man for “ ex-badgies” , keeping up a regular 
correspondence w ith  so m any. C harlie Brust, m m , 

had an additional reason to celebrate. H e was enjoy­
ing his 78th birthday. H ow ever, he was not boasting 
o f his age as we had our earliest enlisted D ie-H ard  
w ith us, C liff Baldry, now  approaching his ninety- 
third birthday, w ho was m oving his boots up and 
dow n again, in South A frica 74 years ago (1896) 
w hen he was with the D ie-H ards at W ynberg. H e 
told m e he doesn’t nip around so sm artly as he used 
to do. I assured him  I fu lly  understood. Pongo 
Rodgers produced a photograph o f the grave o f  one 
o f our Peninsular W ar officers, G eneral Bradshaw, 
in Kensal G reen cem etery, adjacent to that o f  the 
D u ke o f  C am bridge, w hilst G eorge C handler showed 
m e the photograph, taken at A rnhem  M ilitary C em e­
tery, o f the grave o f 14424606 C pl. S . J. F ry, o f  our 
8th Battalion, 90 years separating the tw o deaths. 
I hope this talk o f  cemeteries does not appear m orbid. 
It only proves that our Regim ent is still as in ­
terested in our forebears as we are in our contem ­
poraries.

T h is  introduces m y closing paragraph. D o  com e 
and visit us on the last Saturday o f the m onth, except 
D ecem ber. U nlike cem eteries, w hich have w alls and 
iron railings around them — dunno w h y; those inside 
cannot get out and those outside don ’t want to take 
up residence— the D rill Hall has a door w hich opens, 
w ith  joy , to w'elcome any old D ie-H ard  and his 
fam ily w hatever you r vintage or length o f  service.

M a j o r  D i c k  S m i t h

P O R T S M O U T H  A N D  G O S P O R T  B R A N C H

I open m y notes w ith  the sad news o f the death o f  
Syd  Charles. H e was a m em ber o f  the Edgw are 
Branch until he transferred to Pom pey in  1968. 
H e attended the St. Paul’s M em orial Service although 
he was then in failing health and he alwrays attended 
the Branch m eetings when his health allowed. W e 
extend our sincere condolences to M rs. C harles. I 
am pleased to say that M rs. Charles has accepted 
H onorary M em bership o f  the B ranch and so w e 
hope to see her at various functions.

W e are pleased to extend a w elcom e to tw'o newr 
m em bers: (1) Sam  S haw yer ex-2/8th Battalion, and
(2) M r. M cD o w all ex-2nd Battalion.

Sam  S haw yer lives at H aslem ere and w ill find it 
difficult to attend our Branch M eetings but he has 
prom ised to attend our A G M . W e picked up Sam  
on our wray to the Annual Reunion, and I m ust say 
w hat a grand day it turned out to be. W e m anaged 
to visit the Regim ental M useum  at B ruce C astle 
and then w ent on to St. Paul’s C athedral. W e finally 
arrived at Porchester H all ready and w illing for a 
good evening and this w e certainly had.

M r. M cD o w all attended our Branch m eeting on 
O ctob er 13. A ll you  2nd Battalion people w ill 
rem em ber him  as the Battalion’s light heavy-w eight. 
W e ’ ve now got som eone to keep L o fty  L o w  in his
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place. L o fty  m anaged to w in the raffle, a beer 
m u g and a can o f beer. I am sure he w ill forget his 
tem perance fo r this one occasion.

W e  w ere sorry that Len  W est was unable to 
attend the A n n ual Reunion and the Branch m eeting 
d ue to  his heavy duties w ith  the British Legion  but 
he has asked m e to send respects to all his old friends.

M ay  I take this opportunity o f  w ishing all our 
friends a happy Christm as and a prosperous N ew  

^  e a r - B e r t  H a s t i e

2/7Ü1 B A T T A L IO N  B R A N C H
T h e  25th Annual D inner o f  the Branch took place 

at the V icto ry  E x-Service C lub , Seym our Street, 
London W 2, on Friday, O ctob er 2, 197°-

T h e re  w ere 55 m em bers present and it was a 
great pleasure once again to have L t.-C o l. Stanley 
M iram s as President. H e certainly looked very w ell 
indeed and w e trust that he w ill continue to enjoy 
good health.

D u rin g  the dinner, in accordance w ith  the usual 
custom , a collection w as m ade, as a result o f w hich 
the handsom e sum o f £25 is. od. was handed 
over to the Secretary o f the Regim ental Association, 
to be placed to the credit o f the W ar M em orial 
Fund.

9th B A T T A L IO N  B R A N C H
In the last Newsletter inform ation was given that 

M r. A rth u r T o d m an  had entered hospital, and at the 
end o f the N otes the E ditor had inserted that dear 
old T o d d y  had died. A s the notes w ere going to the 
press, nothing m ore could be added o f his death at 
the tim e. T h e  late C S M  A . T od m an  died in M ount 
Vernon H ospital, N orthw ood, on July 29, i 97°> 
at the age o f 73. T h e  crem ation took place at the 
Breakspear Crem atorium , Ruislip, on July 30. A  
large num ber o f his old com rades attended, including 
the Secretary o f  the Association, Col. F . W alden, 
C ol. H . W . W . G ray and M ajor H . Sherw ood. O ur 
deepest sym pathy goes to his w ife, D o rothy, his 
daughter, Joyce, and his son, D avid.

Soon after this, inform ation w as sent to C ol. F. 
W alden that R Q M S  V . A . T ite  had died on July 12. 
A  letter expressing the sym pathy o f the Association 
was sent to his w ife. U nfortunately, ow ing to the 
news o f his death arriving som e tim e after it had 
happened, the Association was not represented at 
his funeral nor w ere any floral tributes sent.

T h en  on A u gu st 12 w e learnt o f the passing of 
L e s  Spivey at his hom e. A gain, our deepest sym pathy 
goes to his w ife, Rose. A t  his crem ation at H endon 
Park C em etery N W 4  on A ugust 19, a very' large 
num ber o f  his colleagues attended including Col.
H . W . W\ G ray w ho represented the Association, 
his old com m anding officer, C o l. J. R. D o yle, and 
T e d  L o ckyer, one o f  his great friends w ho travelled 
from  C heshire to be present.

A n oth er sad loss was hearing o f the death of 
M ajor Frederick J. N u nn, M C , w ho passed aw'ay on

A ugust 17 at the age o f 82 years, at his hom e in 
N ew m arket. A  letter expressing our deepest regrets 
from  the Branch, was sent to his daughter, Una.

O n T uesday, O ctober 27, a memorial service was 
held at the beautiful old St. A n d rew ’s C hurch  at 
East H agboum e near D idcot, Berks., to the late 
M ajor F . Findlay, and in the congregation o f his 
many' friends and relatives w ere Col. H. W . W . 
Gray' and M ajor H. K . H ardcastle. A t the w edding 
o f M ajor Findlay, M ajor H ardcastle had acted as his 
best man.

T h e  social functions, w hich the A ssociation ^ *^  
projected since the last issue o f the New sl^^r, 
have been w ell received, especially the C hurch 
Parade at the R oyal H ospital, Chelsea, w hich was on 
Sunday, Septem ber 27. H ere wTe m et our old Chelsea 
Pensioner, C /Sgt. C . K in g  and had a good yarn 
w'ith him  and his colleagues in their M ess.

WTe have heard from  one o f our staunch supporters, 
M ajor T .  A . Barton, that he is leaving his K ingsb ury 
hom e and proceeding to Bluntisham  on his retire­
ment. W e thank him  for his help in the past, w j^^  
shall m iss his figure, but w e w ish him  and M r ^  
Barton happy' tim es and good health in their new 
home.

In closing m ay w e again remind you o f the Annual 
Reunion and D inner o f this Branch, w hich w ill take 
place at the V ictory C lu b  (Ex-Services), Seym our 
Street, W 2 , on Saturday, M ay 22, 1971. O ur best 
wishes and good health to all.

R. T .  M .

2n d  B A T T A L IO N  (77th) (JU N E  1918— A P R IL  
1919) R E U N IO N

A s far as w e are able to trace this is the first time 
that this intim ate little gathering has been reported 
either in the Regim ental Journal or this Newsletter. 
T h is  reunion is always held on or about O ctober 17, 
the anniversary o f the capture o f D ouai by the 2nd 
Battalion in 1918, and it is a w onderful tribute to 
the President (Brigadier E. E. F. Baker, w ho was 
com m anding the Battalion at that tim e) and the 
H onorary Secretary' (T h e Rev. A . M ontgom ery 
M ann, w ho was a captain in the Battalion) that it has 
been held every year since the end o f the 19 14-18  
war, although w ith the passage o f time, the num bers- 
attending inevitably grow  smaller each year. ^

T h is  year the reunion took place on Friday, O cto ­
ber 16, at the Casa Prada C lu b , 33 Borough H igh 
Street, London S E i.

Brigadier E. E. F . Baker presided and the guests 
o f the evening w ere C ol. F. W alden, Secretary of 
the Regim ental Association, and M ajor R. W . J. 
Sm ith, C urator o f the Regim ental M useum .

O thers present were:
L t.-C o l. G . E. C arter, M ajor P. C . Brooker, 

T h e  Rev. A . M ontgom ery M ann, Captain H. B. 
Birdw ood, ex-S/Sgt. S . W eller (guest), ex-S gt. A . H.
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