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VISIT TO M O NS 1968

^ ^ v g a in  this year a regim ental party m ade the p il­
grim age to M ons and O bo u rg by coach from  R egi­
m ental H eadquarters at Edgw are and return. 
O n  this occasion w e w ere honoured w ith the com pany 
of M ajor G eneral and M rs. M an. T h is  is the first 
tim e since these pilgrim ages w ere started on an 
individual basis after the 1914-18 W ar that the 
Colonel o f the M iddlesex R egim ent has m ade the 
trip, and his presence this year w ith  M rs. M an was 
very m uch appreciated by everyone.

T h e  coach left Edgw are at 6.30 p.m . on A ugust 
2 i ,  and in addition to the G eneral and M rs. M an, 
the party consisted o f M r. and M rs. C harlie  A shb y, 
M r. and M rs. H arry Bird, A ir. Bill Bishop, Capt. 
S. R. Bonnam y, M r. T o m  Christm an, M r. Fred 
D yson, M r. and M rs. Percy H utchins and fam ily, 
M r. Jim m y Jenkins, Sgt. of In-Pensioners Cornelius 
K in g  from  the Royal H ospital, C helsea, A ir. and 
M rs. A rth ur M atthew s, Alajor G . Parr-H ead, 
M r. C . Perkes, M r. N oel Peters, A ir. and M rs. 
Bob R yder, C ol. F. W alden, and M r. “ Shin er”  
W right and friend. A lso travelling w ith  the party 
w ere M essrs. R. Joyce and T . L ack w ho had served 
w ith  the 4th Battalion T h e  Royal Fusiliers at M ons 

j y 9 H-
^ ^ ' h e  party crossed by the night ferry* from  D o ver 
and arrived at O stend in the early* hours o f  Thursday*, 
the 22nd, where w e w ere m et b y M r. and M rs. 
Bob Ferguson w ho had m ade arrangem ents for an 
excellent breakfast. H aving satisfied the inner man 
the party continued its journey to M on s and arrived 
there w ell before noon. W e w ere m et b y  A lajor 
D ick  Sm ith, w ho had gone over a few  days in 
advance to make the final arrangem ents for our 
accom modation. W ith  the valuable assistance of 
our Belgian friend, Charles O ttovaere, he did a 
first-class job, and w e are indebted to him  for all 
ihe^ ^ m ble he took to overcom e the m any difficulties, 

/\vv'itt|^hich he w as faced, in order to ensure that our 
stay* in A lons w ould be com fortable.

As w ell as M . Charles O ttovaere, other Belgian 
friends w ho welcom ed us on arrival at M ons w ere 
M . L u cien  Colsoulle, President o f the Veterans of 
K in g  A lb ert I, and M . Edouard D u pont, a patron 
o f our 4th Battalion O ld  C ontem ptibles.

T h e  next day, F riday 23, being the 54th anni­
versary* o f the Battle, was wholly* taken up with

the various cerem onies, w hich  traditionally take 
place each year.

O u r first place o f pilgrim age w as the “ A ven u e 
of the 4th A liddlesex” , w hich form s a crescent on 
the new  residential housing estate built on the 
ground w here our 4th Battalion w ere in position 
that Sunday m orning in 1914. T h e  p arty present, 
headed by the Association Standard, carried bv 
Bob Ferguson, and b y  the A lons Standard, carried 
by “ S h in er”  W right, then m arched round the 
crescent. W e then m ade our way* back in the coach 
to the H otel de V ille  in the A lain  Square at A lons, 
where the R egim ental flag was flying in a p lace o f 
honour.

A t the H otel de V ille  w e form ed up behind the 
official party o f the O ld  C on tem ptibles and all 
m arched to the m em orial to the Belgians o f  A lons, 
w ho had died in two wars. H ere a  w reath, bearing 
our regim ental badge, was laid b y  M ajor G eneral 
Alan, the Exhortation being recited by Jim m y Sm ith, 
w ho was the groom  to L t.-C o l. (later A la jor-G en eral) 
H ull, the officer com m anding the 4th Battalion 
during the battle. T h e  Belgian police, w ho w ere 
flanking the m em orial, acted in perfect unison at 
our words o f command.

From  the Belgian m em orial w e m arched to  the 
Belfry*, where stands the m em orial to the tw o battles 
o f  A lons— those o f 1914 and 1918. A fter the placing 
o f a w reath by M ajor-G eneral A lan, a special 
Exhortation was recited b y C hum  C . J. B ougourd, 
in charge o f  the party o f O ld  C ontem ptibles.

T h e  two parties— O ld  C ontem ptibles and D ie- 
H ards— then travelled by coach to the H otel de 
V ille  w here w e were given an official w elcom e by 
the first A lderm an, M . C ounesow , in the absence 
on holiday o f the Burgom aster, and other civic 
officials o f the ancient city  o f  Alons.

A fter lunch our party w ent b y  coach to the m ili­
tary cem etery at Saint Sym phorien , the m ost 
picturesque w ar cem etery in B elgium  or France. 
T h ere  a w reath w as laid by A lajor-G en eral A lan at 
the base o f the m em orial to the m en o f “ T h e  Royal 
A liddlesex R egim ent”  w hich had been erected b y 
the Germ ans during the 1914-18 W ar and unveiled 
by the late C row n  Prince R upprecht o f Bavaria.

From  Saint Sym phorien w e left for O bourg, 
stopping on the w ay to lay a  wreath at the m em orial



1. General M an paying homage at the 
Belgian National M em orial to the service 
men o f M ons zvho fe ll  in the two World

Wars.

2. Memorial in S t. Symphorien M ilitary  
Cemetery to the "R o y a l”  M iddlesex Regi­
ment, which zvas unveiled by the late Crown

Prince Rupprecht of Bavaria.

3. M r. Harry B ird  explaining to General 
M an  at the "  Avenue o f the 4th M iddlesex 
Regiment”  the positions occupied by “ D ”  
Company, 4 th M iddlesex, on August 23,

1914.

4. Front rank o f Regimental party 
form ed ready to march round the crescent 
of "A venue o f the 4th M iddlesex Regi­
ment”  , showing M ons F N C  standard, 4th 
Battalion M ons banner and Association

standard.

(P hotograph: C . C . Perkes)

to  our com rades-in-arm s o f the 2nd Battalion T h e  
R oyal Irish Regim ent at the Bascule junction  of the 
M ons-C harleroi road. T h en  on to our ow n special 
hallow ed spot at O bourg Station, w here the 4th 
Battalion fired the opening shots of the war in 1914. 
Parading wfith us and m arching to the station were 
our Belgian com rades of the O bourg F N C , together 
w ith  their standards. O ur wreath was laid b y  M ajor- 
G eneral M an beneath the bronze plaque on the wall 
o f  the station com m em orating the opening of the 
action and the gallantry of the unknown D ie-H ard

who held his position on the roof until his am m uni­
tion was expended and he died at his p o st.^ ^ te r  
a speech from  the Burgom aster praising th e ^ J g i-  
m ent, to w hich M ajor-G eneral M an replied, the 
parade form ed up under the com m and o f M ajor 
Sm ith and m arched past, the Burgom aster and 
M ajor-G eneral M an taking the salute together on 
the bridge w hich had been so ably defended by “ D ”  
C om pany o f the 4th Battalion 54 years ago. T h is  
concluded the cerem onies for the day, and w e made 
our w ay back to M ons, where w e had S aturday 24,
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as a free day before returning hom e on the 25th.
Although w'e w ere delayed on the jou rney home, 

ow ing to a strong head w ind during the Channel 
crossing and an incredibly long hold up on the main 
road ju st outside C anterbury w e eventually reached 
Regim ental H eadquarters in tim e for those who 
still had som e distance to go to reach hom e that 
evening.

T h is  was a m em orable pilgrim age and there is 
no doubt that all w ho w ent on it enjoyed it im m ensely. 
T h a t our R oyal Fusilier guests, w ho accom panied 
u jfc d id  so is borne out in a letter received from  
t f lw i  subsequently, the follow ing extracts from  
w hich w ill be read with m uch pleasure by all o f u s:—  

“ W e w ere greatly im pressed and honoured 
to be able to share and show  our respects to such 
a great R egim ent (T h e  D ie-H ards) on such a 
mem orable occasion. W e w ould also like to thank 
your grand bunch o f Com rades w ho m ade us so 
welcom e when we m et at Edgw are and throughout 
the jou rney” .

now  look forw ard to next year’s visit, w hich 
w e hope will be as successful as that undertaken 
this year.

D -D A Y  F E L L O W S H IP

N ext year is the tw enty-fifth  anniversary of D -D a y , 
and in Portsm outh, from  w hich  the bulk o f the A llied 
forces set sail for France in 1944, and where an 
am bitious project is afoot to com plete the cathedral 
as a D -D a y  m em orial, an organisation has been 
form ed to keep alive the m em ory o f D -D a y  and all 
it stands for.

M em bership o f the D -D a y  Fellow ship is not con­
fined to those w ho took part in the D -D a y  opera­
tions. Parents and other relatives m ay also belong. 
T h e  life subscription is £ 1 and those join ing w ill 
receive a certificate o f m em bership. L inked w ith  
the Fellowship w ill be an annual service in P orts­
m outh Cathedral on or about the anniversary' of 
D -D a y  and a special book containing the names of

•  m em bers w hich w ill be placed w ithin the 
hedral.

T h e  funds raised w ill help to com plete the nave 
o f the cathedral, a project w hich  has been designed 
by the British architects, Seely and Paget, in col­
laboration w ith  Professor Pier L u ig i N ervi, the 
famous Italian structural engineer, w ho built the 
O lym pic stadia in Rom e. Seating 1,500, the nave 
w ill have a roof span o f 78 feet, nearly double that o f 
St. Paul’s C athedral. T h e  plans have been approved 
by the Royal Fine A rt Com m ission.

Em panelled in the ceiling o f  the ambulatory' 
surrounding the nave will be the crests o f the units 
o f ^ ^  A llied nations w hich took part in teh D -D a y  
operations. T h ere  w ill be space for 400 badges, and 
design and layout plans are in the hands o f a Services 
com m ittee representing Britain, the U .S .A ., Canada, 
Australia and N ew  Zealand and other A llied nations.

A  stone com m em orating the resolve to com plete 
the nave as a D -D a y  m emorial was laid in the 
cathedral two years ago b y Field-M arshal L o rd  
M ontgom ery. In a message published when the

Portsm outh C athedral C om pletion A ppeal was 
launched, L o rd  M ontgom ery said: “ W hat w e began 
on June 6, 1944, has m ade possible a new  life  for 
nations all over the w orld and new’ hope to m illions, 
who, but for our efforts, w ould be living in slavery 
and darkness. . . .  It is indeed, fitting that this 
day, w hich m arked a turning point in the history of 
m ankind, should be m arked by the com pletion o f a 
cathedral in w hich there can be enshrined a lasting 
rem inder of the things for w'hich w e then fou gh t.”  

T h o se w'ishing to jo in  the D -D a y  Fellow ship 
should w rite to the O rganiser, the Portsm outh 
Cathedral C om pletion A ppeal, F lat 2, C athedral 
House, St. T h o m a s’s Street, O ld  Portsm outh.

4th B A T T A L IO N  T H E  Q U E E N ’S 
R E G IM E N T

U nder existing M in istry  o f  D efence plans the 
Battalion has been selected to relieve 1st Battalion 
T h e  A rg y ll and Sutherland H ighlanders in the 
Berlin Brigade in spring 1970.

T h e  tour w ill be for one year w ith  families.

P e t e r  M c R a e
& C O M P A N Y  L IM IT E D

L ife A ssurance C onsultants 

Insurance an d  M ortgage Brokers

BEACON ROAD, CROWBOROUGH, 
SUSSEX

Telephone: C R O W B O R O U G H  3284 5 6

Did you know  that besides protecting 

your family, life assurance can assist in 

other fields, such as education, house 

purchase, pension, and estate du ty? W e 

specialise in the needs o f service person­

nel and w ou ld  be pleased to advise. 

W e make no charges 

W e also have departm ents specialising  

in other form s of general insurances 

w hich  are at your service
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R E G IM E N T A L  M U S E U M

R ecent acquisitions to the M idd lesex Regim ental 
m useum  are as fo llo w s:—

Beer m ug from  D ivisional Officers M ess of the 
C row n  Prince R upprecht o f Bavaria.

F u ll dress tunic and w aiter’ s livery jacket, ist 
Battalion.

M ilitary  C ross o f C apt. H . F. H ill, M C .
Series o f old regim ental Christm as cards.
C rested envelopes of 9th Battalion (T F ).

L a ck  o f  space forbids a full description o f these 
item s, therefore b rief notes only are given.
B e e r  m u g — T h is  beer m ug is one of four rem aining 

in the M ess w hen the G erm ans w ere retreating 
in 1918. T h ese  w ere "acqu ired ”  b y  the Belgian 
civilian w ho was the barber to the m ess. In later 
years, he gave one to his son and after two of the 
others becam e casualties, he presented the rem ain­
ing m ug to M . C harles O ttovaere, a H on. M em ber 
of the M ill H ill branch of the D ie-H ards C lub. 
T h ree  years ago, M . O ttovaere prom ised the m ug 
to M ajor Sm ith, as C urator o f the M useum , and 
during a recent visit to R H Q , duly m ade the 
presentation.

U n ifo r m s — T h e  full dress red tunic is the normal 
pattern as used b y  all officers o f the R egim ent from 
1881 to 1914 and at levees betw een the two W orld 
W ars.

T h e  waiters jacket is o f "ta ils”  pattern w ith  
w hite m etal buttons bearing the A lb uh era insignia 
o f the 57th Regim ent.

Presented by L t.C o l. D . Y . Cnbitt.

M ilita r y  C ro s s — M ilitary Cross o f Capt. Horace 
Frank H ill, M C . Captain H ill was aw arded this 
decoration w hilst serving w ith  the 18th ( is t  Public 
W orks Pioneers) Battalion, the aw ard appearing 
in the Londpn Gazette o f January 1, 1917. H e had 
previously been M entioned in D ispatches on M ay 
5, 1916.

Purchased.

C h r is tm a s  C a r d s — A n  interesting num ber o f old 
Regim ental C hristm as cards covering both  wars 
and various battalions. T h e  earliest one is ^ jk r 
Christm as 1914 from  the 10th Battalion (TF),^R t: 
other cards being of is t  and 2nd Battalions and 
D epot, in addition to those from  Brigades and 
Forces in w hich personnel o f the Regim ent served 
in both W orld W ars. T h ese  cards are a history in 
them selves.
Presented by Brigadier W. P . Procter, C B E , M C .

C r e s te d  e n v e lo p e s — Four crested envelopes bear­
ing the distinctive 9th T erritoria l crest on the 
T h ese  w ere m ade for the use o f the 9th B a tta liS ^  
by the firm o f H ale and Anderson o f C alcutta. A ll 
battalions of the R egim ent had, at tim es, their 
distinctive crest o f badge and are now  o f great 
interest since the recent changes in com position 
o f the regim ents in the A rm y.

Presented by M ajor H . Sherzcood, T D .

R .W .J.S .

HillinqA £t<(.
FLORISTS

fo r  ^jfÌoiveri, ¡P ianti, etc.

MEMBERS OF ! NT ERF LORA

(F lowers by  wire, 

any time and any 

where throughout 

the world)

Phone: M ILL  H ILL 1387

145 BROADWAY, MILL HILL, N.W.7

CORRESPONDENCE
From : Col. W. D . Ellis, O .B .E ., T .D ., A .D .C .,  D .L .

L ea Barn,
W inter H ill, 

C ookham  Dean,
Berkshire. 

Septem ber 11 , 1968.
T h e  Editor,
T h e  ‘Die-H ards’ Newsletter.
D ear Editor,

I w ould like to congratulate you  and your c l ^  
leagues on News Letter N o. 3 w hich I have ju st read 
w ith  great interest.

It is most encouraging to see from  yo u r Personal 
Jottings that m ore ‘ D iehards’ o f the 1939-45 vintage 
are now corresponding w ith you.

Ex-Pte. R. T .  Baker (3534787) was driver to M ajor 
R. J. P. Cum m ins during the cam paign in N orth 
W est Europe 1944/45. I f  he likes to w rite to me I w ill 
w illing ly lend him  m y copy o f the Regim ental 
H istory.

I am also glad to see that ex-S gt. G eorge Bignell, 
an old friend of m ine, is keeping touch w ith  i ^ l n  
the old 2/8th M iddlesex 1939, w e drew  a lot o f p^fc>le 
from  the East side of London. I am certain that those 
who survived m ust have returned there, and perhaps 
G eorge Bignell should set about collecting them  up 
together into a local Branch.

Y ou rs sincerely,
W . D . Ellis.

(A  copy o f the Regim ental H istory has now  been 
obtained for ex-Pte. Baker.— Editor.)
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PERSONAL JOTTINGS

W e were very pleased indeed to receive a visit 
recently from  ex-Pte. M ichael Batten (23524289), 
w ho served w ith  the 7th Battalion (T A ) from  1957 
until 1961 w hen he m oved to Loughborough.

A fter 18 years in Brazil M ajor K . P. Baxter has 
returned to this country and is w orking once more 
in the City'.
^ I e  served w ith  the 2nd Battalion during the 1939- 
^PvVar, in w hich  he won the M ilitary Cross.

A  recent new ly-joined m em ber o f the Regim ental 
Association is ex-Sgt. Joe B rom ley (6200153) who 
served w ith  the 2nd Battalion and at the D epo t from  
1931 to 1938 when he was transferred to the A rm y 
Reserve.

O n  m obilization in 1939 he was initially em ployed 
as an instructor at the M .G .T .C .,  M ill H ill. L ater he 

^ fe a s  posted to the 8th Battalion (T A ) and served 
^ K it h  that Battalion until 1945 when he was released 

from  m ilitary service.

E x-Sgt. C yril Broome (6209632) writes from 
C ou n ty  D urham , where he is em ployed w ith  the 
Savings Certificate D ivision of the G .P .O ., to say 
that he hopes to take a few  days’ leave shortly to 
visit relations at Finchley, where he used to live 
before m oving north.

M ajor K en  Clayden retired on retired pay on 
July 16, 1968, and is now  living in the M anchester 
area.

Colonel A ym ar Clayton is now' well established in 
his new job  as Secretary o f the recently-form ed 
East A nglian T .  and A .V .R . Association w ith  his 
H eadquarters at C helm sford. H e finds the work 
hard but most interesting, and m odestly claims 
that for once he is earning his k eep !!

One o f our regular correspondents, octogenarian 
J. W . C leave, w ho is proud o f his service in the 4th 
Battalion, sends his kind regards and best w ishes to 

^ ^ 1  D ie-H ards.

C ongratulations to M ajor and M rs. H arold C ouch 
on the birth o f their daughter, Elizabeth.

Before leaving in Septem ber to take up residence in 
British C olu m bia L t.-C olon el " T o m ”  C ubitt 
visited Regim ental H eadquarters at Edgw are and 
presented som e items of uniform  etc. to the R egi­
mental M useum , for w hich  w e are m ost grateful.

O ne o f our old soldiers o f the 7th  Battalion, 
Ernie D adson (ex-Private, T F  2452), has been 
p ^ i i n e n t  in the local news at Stevenage recently, 
ajjPb and his w ife celebrated their G olden W ed ding 
anniversary. Congratulations to them  both and may 
they have m any m ore years o f happiness together.

A fter a life-tim e hobby o f m usic Ernie took up 
painting four years ago, and som e of his paintings 
were shown at a special exhibition held locally 
last N ovem ber.

In a letter ju st received C apt. M ike D eakin, who

for the last nine m onths has been the A ir  T ro o p  
Leader to the Royal S cots G reys in B .A .O .R ., states 
that he is due to  return to this country in D ecem ber 
to take up a G .S .O . 3 ’s appointm ent in the Land A ir  
W arfare Branch at the M in istry o f D efence.

W e w ere very pleasantly surprised at Regim ental 
H eadquarters when, at the end o f  Septem ber, w e 
received a visit from ex-S gt. A . T .  D ickinson, a true 
"  old and bold ”  pre-w ar m em ber o f the 7th  Battalion, 
w ho was and still is the epitom e o f  smartness. 
A lthough no longer in the Serv ice he cannot be out o f 
uniform  for long and for som e tim e has been D iv i­
sional Superintendent in the St. John A m bu lance 
Brigade in Finchley.

O u r heartiest congratulations to e x -R .S .M . Len  
D rinkw ater, late 9th Battalion, w ho celebrated his 
94th birthday on O ctober 24.

A s w e are going to press B rig. R oly G w y n  writes to 
let us know  that he has m et this year tw o people 
w ho w ould like to be rem em bered to the older D ie- 
Hards.

T h e  first o f these is F elix  H eerling, the you n g  
Sw iss m anager o f the M ena H ouse H otel, b y  the 
Pyram ids, w ho was such a kind friend to subalterns o f 
the is t  Battalion when stationed at the C itadel, 
C airo in 1933 and 1934. H e is now  the M anager o f 
one o f  the largest hotels in S t. M oritz.

T h e  other is K enneth  H am ilton, the large, bearded 
and m ost co-operative C om m ander in H M S  Unicom , 
w hich took the is t  Battalion to K orea. H e is now  a 
retired Captain R N  and a business E xecu tive  in 
Sheffield.

L t.-C olon el John H erapath, w ho has been 
em ployed for som e years in  a Retired O fficer’s 
appointment, finally retired at the end o f Septem ber. 
H is last appointm ent was at H eadquarters, W ales 
D istrict, Brecon. H e proposes to settle in Som erset 
and is hoping to b uy a house at South Barrow , near 
Y eovil.

T h a t staunch D ie-H ard  o f the 1 7th Battalion, 
ex -R .S .M . "  R ocky ”  K night, w ho has been a tower 
o f strength on the Executive C om m ittee and the 
H ousing Sub -C om m ittee o f  the R egim ental A ssocia­
tion, eventually left to take up residence in Canada, 
where his daughter lives, on S eptem ber 2. W e shall 
not forget the am ount o f hard w ork he put in and 
the vast interest he showed in everything regim ental. 
H e w ill be m uch m issed and w e hope that he w ill be 
true to his prom ise to com e back and see us in two 
years’ time.

A  m ost interesting and inform ative letter was 
received recently from  a very w ell-know n daughter 
o f the Regim ent, M iss D orothy Longe. H er letter 
was written on Septem ber 18 w hich  was, she states, 
the sixty-fifth  anniversary o f her father’s appointm ent 
to com m and the ist Battalion. H e w as com m issioned 
in the 57th in Septem ber 1877— ju st n inety one 
years a g o !! In her very young days C rim ean veterans 
were very ordinary, and she rem em bers m eeting two 
Indian M u tin y  veterans. She wonders i f  any old
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D ie-H ard  livin g  can rem em ber speaking to a P enin­
sular W ar veteran ?!

A fter tw en ty one years in the post T o m  (“  L o fty  ” ) 
L o w e (ex-L /C p l. 6193270) retired in June this year as 
H ead Cellarm an at the H yde Park H otel, having held 
a sim ilar post for nineteen years w ith  K in lo ch ’s, the 
w ell-know n firm  o f w ine m erchants. H is interest in 
the wine business started w hen he was for six years 
shortly after the 19 14-18  W ar w ine w aiter in the 
O fficers’ M ess o f the 1st Battalion.

In 1966 he started, and was founder Chairm an of, 
the W in e C ellarm en’s Association.

A ll his m any friends w ill w ish  “  L o fty  ”  a happy 
and peaceful retirem ent, though it is hard to think of 
him  doing nothing!

W e w ere sorry to hear that R ichard M ay (ex-Pte., 
14645335), w ho served w ith  the 1 /7th Battalion during 
the cam paign in N .W . Europe, has had rather a long 
spell o f illness this year, w hich  kept h im  aw ay from 
work. H e is now  fit and w ell, and has recently m oved 
to a new arldress in Dunstable, Bedfordshire.

M ajor John M oore, w ho is doing a tour o f duty 
w ith  the Sultan o f M u scat’s A rm ed Forces, appears 
to be enjoying life  in that fascinating country. W hen 
he last w rote in A u gu st he m entioned that the anti­
rebel cam paign in D hofa Province was “  hotting u p ,”  
and that he was expecting the rest o f his tour to be 
b usy and exciting.

M r. P. J. M cL o u gh lin , w ho was R .S .M . o f the

Austin Reed suits 
from £25 

cost nothing

AUSTIN REED
of R egent S treet

1 st Battalion during the period w hen the Battalion 
carried out P ub lic D u ties in London, and later in 
H ong K o n g, is now living at Brighton, where he is 
em ployed on the staff o f T h e  O ld  S hip  H otel. His 
C olour Service was m ainly w ith  the Irish Guards, 
from  w hich R egim ent he was transferred on pro­
m otion to W arrant Officer, Class 1.

W e w ere delighted to receive early in Septem ber a 
visit from M . Charles Ottovaere, w ho is always so 
helpful and hospitable when w e m ake our p ilgrin j^ es 
to M on s in A ugust each year.

N ew s has been received that H arry Sampson 
(6204409), w ho served w ith  the 2nd Battalion from 
February 1938 to M ay 1940, when he was discharged 
as physically unfit, is now  livin g in the C am den T ow n  
area o f London.

O ne of our form er N ational Service soldiers, I ^ P  
Shearim  (19119 871), w ho served w ith  the 2nd 
Battalion in Palestine in 1947 and 1948, has recently 
got in touch w ith  us from  St. H elens, Lancashire, 
where he is now  living.

A ll his old friends who served in the 2nd Battalion 
during the 1920’s, w ill be pleased to her that Joe 
Sm ith (6197002), w ho collapsed on the Albuhera 
D ay Service, m ade a good recovery, thou gh in a 
recent letter he says that he is still under the doctor.

W e congratulate Brigadier John Stanyer on his 
appointment as D irector o f O rdnance Services as 
from  Septem ber 13.

H e was A djutant to the 2nd Battalion in Palestine 
in 1947 and later transferred to  the Royal A rm y 
Ordnance Corps.

E x-C p l. Kenneth Sutton (21124794), w ho was 
badly disabled as a result o f wounds received whilst 
serving w ith  the 1st Battalion in K orea, writes to 1̂  
us know that he has now been admitted as a p e rm a n ^ L  
patient to the Queen A lexandra H ospital H o m e ^ F  
W orthing for D isabled ex-Servicem en.

H e sends his best wishes to all m em bers o f the 
Regim ental Association.

O ne of our regular readers, ex-Sgt. C . U w ins 
(4825) writes to say how  m uch he appreciates the 
Newsletter.

D u rin g the 1914-18 W ar he served w ith the 13th 
(Service) Battalion in France from  M ay 1915 to 
June 1916, when he was wounded, and later w ith  the 
23rd (2nd Footballers’ Service) Battalion in Ita j^ m d  
France.

Congratulations to Captain and M rs. Peter W alden 
on the birth of their daughter, Susan Jane.

O ne o f our oldest D ie-H ards, about w hom  w e had 
had no previous knowledge at all, wrote in Septem ber
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for details o f the Annual Reunion. H is name is 
Percy W arrin and he is now  in his 94th year. He 
enlisted in the M iddlesex Y eom anry in 1896, and 
served in the South African W ar. D u rin g the 
1914-18 W ar he received a commission in our 3 9th 
Battalion, and during the 1939-45 W ar, in spite o f his 
age, he succeeded in getting em ployed on secret 
service work.

Colonel S ir Russell W ilkinson, one o f the most 
distinguished H onorary m em bers o f our Officers’ 
C l recently m ade a generous contribution to our 
A ssroation  Charitable Fund, for w hich w e are most 
grateful. In a letter to the Secretary he wrote, “  I 
shall always rem em ber the great jo y  I had in serving 
as M .O . to the 2nd Battalion in 1914 and 1915. T h e y  
were the salt of the earth.”  H e was w ounded whilst 
serving w ith  the 2nd Battalion and also m entioned in 
despatches. H e was Physician to the late Prince and 
Princess A rth u r o f Connaught from 1918 to 1938 and 
teethe late Princess Royal from  1925 to 1931.

^TOajor J. W ilkinson-Latham , w h o served in the 
2;'8th Battalion before being transferred to the Royal 
Artillery during the last war, figured prom inently in 
the national press early in A u gu st w hen he, 
brandishing an antique carbine, and his tw o sons, 
waving antique cavalry swords, almost prevented a 
10-man gang from getting away after an armed raid 
on the head office o f T h os. C ook and Son in Berkeley 
Street, M ayfair. A t  the tim e M ajor W ilkinson- 
Latham was in the antique shop next door, owned by 
his sons, when a wom an ran into the shop and 
shouted that there had been a shooting in T h os. 
Cook’ s.

W e w ere very sorry indeed to hear shortly before 
going to press that M rs. John (Tossie) W orton had 
been laid low  w ith illness and w ould have to rest for 
some weeks. She has always been m ost regular in her 
attendance at Regim ental golf m eetings, and she

w ill be m uch missed at the A utum n  m eeting at 
W arm inster.

H er m any friends throughout the R egim ent 
w ish her a speedy recovery to full health again.

O B I T U A R Y

It is w ith  regret that w e have to announce that 
the follow in g D ie-H ards have d ied :—

B e a d n e l l — O n Septem ber 8, 1968, in a car accident 
in K en ya  M ajor Law rence C hristopher (H ippo) 
Beadnell, aged 56 years. H e was com m issioned in 
the Regim ent on A u gu st 27, 1931, and, after 
serving in both R egular battalions, was seconded 
to the K in g ’s A frican  Rifles, w ith  w hom  he 
served w ith  distinction throughout the 1939-45 
W ar, being m entioned in despatches. H e retired on 
retired pay in Septem ber 1948 and settled in K en ya 
to farm.

B u c k n e r — O n Septem ber 15, 1968, ex-Sgt. H arry 
Buckner (TF/204880) aged 70. H e enlisted in 
the 2 8th Battalion on A u gu st 23, 1914, and served 
w ith  that Battalion in G ibraltar and E gypt. From  
M a y  1916 until D ecem ber 1918 he served w ith  
the 2nd Battalion in France. H e rejoined the 
T .A . after the w ar and served w ith  the 8th B atta­
lion until 1926 w hen he was discharged.

S to p  P re s s
N otification that the follow ing have died has been 

received, b ut no further inform ation is available at 
present:

D E N T O N .— M rs. C . F ., w ido w  o f  C apt. C . F  
D enton.

L A W R E N C E .— M ajor F . A . L .
P O W E L L .— “ P okev” , late 1st Battalion.
S E A L E Y .— W . A ., late 9th Battalion.

FORTHCOMING EVENTS
Event

S pring G o lf  M eetin g at N orth 
H ants G o lf  C lub , Fleet. 

ist/7th Battalion (1939-45) D inner 
at T .  &  A .V .R . C entre, H ornsey, 
N .8.

Date
1969
F ri., A p r. 18

S a t., A p r. 26
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ASSOCIATION NEWS

S E C R E T A R Y ’S N O T E S  

B e n e v o le n t  C a s e s

D u rin g the period M ay i,  1968, to A ugust 31, 
1968, the sum  o f £450 os. od. was spent from  the 
C haritable F un d in m aking grants to 53 ex-m em bers 
o f th e R egim ent, or their dependants.

D o n a tio n s — C h a r ita b le  F u n d

T h e  S ecretary gratefu lly acknowledges donations 
to the C haritable Fund from  C olonel S ir Russell 
W ilkinson, K .c.v.o ., M iss M argaret W hitehead, 
M M , W illy  D u brelle  and Joseph T h a yse  o f the 
M on s Section F N C , M r. J. W . C leave and M r. 
A . L . N icholls.

D o n a tio n s  —  W a r  M e m o r ia l  F u n d

T h e  Secretary gratefu lly acknowledges a donation 
to the W ar M em orial F un d of £22, w hich  was the 
result o f a collection m ade at the 2/7th Battalion 
(1939-45) D inner on Friday, O ctober 4.

V is it  to M o n s  1968

A  full account o f this yea r’s pilgrim age appears 
elsewhere in this issue o f The Die-H ards Newsletter.

G ra n d  C o n c e rt, K n e l le r  H a ll

A  party o f 29 m em bers and their fam ilies availed 
them selves o f the opportunity provided  b y  the 
Association o f attending this C oncert on A ugust 29, 
and enjoyed som e splendid m usic played b y  a band 
o f 250 m ilitary students on courses at the Royal 
School o f M usic.

T h ese  concerts are held out o f doors and it was a 
great p ity  that, on this occasion, rain, w hich  had held 
o ff m ost o f the tim e, came dow n and did its best to 
spoil the last item — T sch aikovsky’s 1812 O verture.

A n n u a l R e u n io n  1968

T h e  annual reunion this year was held in Por- 
chester H all, Q ueensw ay, a change o f venue from  the 
gatherings in recent years. A  hall o f tasteful decor, it 
is, from  the remarks o f quite a n um ber o f people, a 
favourable place to hold a future m eeting. A t  least 
650 folk w ere present, the old soldiers representing 
all generations from  those w ho com m enced their 
soldiering at the end o f the last century to the you ng, 
efficient, serving soldier o f today. In three cases, 
there w ere people o f the 1914-18 generation attending 
the reunion for the first tim e, having seen the 
announcem ent in the national press.

D ance m usic was provided b y  the dance band 
and steel band o f 4th Battalion T h e  Q ueen’s 
R egim ent, the successors to the M idd lesex R egi­
m ent.

Seated at the large round table w ere groups of 
m en w ho had served in the same battalions, reliving 
the days o f their youth. In a num ber o f cases, these 
groups had arrived together b y coach. O ther 
individuals had travelled m any m iles, in one case from 
S cotland and another from  S outh D evon.

It is probable that the reunion for 1969 w ill be held 
at the same venue w hen it is hoped that not only will 
w e have the com pany o f D ie-H ards w ho w ere there 
this year, b ut also m any m ore to join in the joys and 
rem iniscences w hich are always present on these 
occasions.

E A L IN G  B R A N C H

W e at Ealing are still m eeting under conditions of 
difficulty, but at least w e meet. A t  7.30 p.m . on the 
second Friday in the m onth w e pick our w ay card jit1y 
am ongst scores o f tables and chairs covered  ̂ P -h  
thousands o f  Christm as cards and envelopes.

T h e  D rill H all is being used b y  the W elfare 
Departm ent o f the local council as a centre for 
light w ork for the elderly people o f both sexes and 
under the supervision o f a v ery  kind and efficient 
Social W orker together w ith  som e volunteer helpers, 
the old folk appear to enjoy their labours.

A t our last m eeting on Septem ber 13, one of 
our oldest m em bers, A rth u r W ernley, 84, walked 
in w ith  his w ife after being ill for over 9 months, 
still as upright as he was in 1904 w ith  the 1st Bat­
talion. It was good to see him , “ C arry on”  Arthur.

I regret to report the death o f a very m uch liked 
m em ber o f the Branch, M r. H arry Buckner, who 
served w ith  the 2/8th Battalion in 1914-18. A fter 
service in Gibraltar, E gyp t and France he returned 
to civil life b ut always thought o f the old  Regiment. 
H e attended m ost o f the R e-unions o f his Battalion 
at H ounslow  and in 1961, w hen the Ealing Branch 
was at a v ery  low  ebb, he helped to re-organise 
things and b y  a letter in the local paper he brought 
us all together again. W e are grateful for his fore­
thought. H e was buried at Farnham  Royal C hurch 
on T h ursday, Septem ber 19, and the Brancli^^ is 
represented by the Chairm an, M r. G eorge IfM m d 
m yself (both o f the i/8th Battalion) and the w idow 
expressed her thanks to the C olonel and all m embers 
o f the Association for their kind thoughts.

W e send good wishes to all m em bers of the A sso­
ciation and hope to m eet at Porchester H all on 
O ctober 11.

A .  W h i t e

H O R N S E Y  A N D  E N F IE L D  B R A N C H

T h e  past few  m onths have seen th e^ S ran ch  
activities revised and also have seen “ ^ P fcky ”  
K n igh t em igrate to Canada. M a y  w e w ish him  all 
the v ery  best o f health and good fortune in his new 
life.

M r. Bert M ellor has “  done us proud ”  at H ornsey 
— two visits to  K neller H all and one coach tour of 
the Shakespeare C ountry. A ll v ery  m uch appreciated 
b y  m em bers attending and as B ert was responsible 
for the organising o f  these events, m ay w e say
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“  w ell done B ert.”  W e also have had a dance at the 
Drill H all w hich was v ery  successful. W e even made 
a few shillings! T h e  m usic was provided b y  Jack 
W arner’s “  Kentuckians ”  and a pleasant evening 
was had b y  all.

W e w ou ld  like to see m ore o f  you  at the T .A . 
Centre canteen on W ednesday evenings and the 
entertainment com m ittee m anage to put on a social 
evening on the first S aturday o f each m onth, so 
please m ake the effort.

For the next few  m onths the effort o f the Branch 
w ill^ K p up, so com e along and join  us.

9  H. T h o r n t o n .

P O R T S M O U T H  &  G O S P O R T  B R A N C H

W e are now  com pleting our fourth year as a branch 
and although our num bers have not increased it is 
true to say that they have not dim inished; some come 
while others go.
^ ^ i r  ladies, M esdam es W est, N orfield, O ’N eil, 

I^ P fe il and W igg  are greatly responsible for keeping 
us going and supply the refreshm ents for our m eet­
ings.

O n the recent trip to M ons our branch was repre­
sented by one o f the older but staunch m em bers of 
our fraternity, Jim Peters. N o  doubt he w ould have 
been joined by Edw ard Conyngham  b ut he was un­
fortunately otherwise engaged.

A lfie L o w  is on the trail o f a book about the ad­
venture o f our old friend T rotabas; he is interested 
in it being published by the Association.

N ext w eek 15 o f us are m aking the trip up to the 
Reunion. T h is , o f course, w ill be reported at a later 
date, but we are all looking forward to yet another 
happy evening.

W e have recently had visits from Colonel W alden 
and M ajor H oneybun at our m onthly m eetings. 
T hese are held on the second Friday of the m onth in 
the R A F A  C lub , Stoke Road, G osport, and all old 
comrades w ould be made m ost welcom e should they 
care to drop in.

Frankie N ash has m oved from  his old address at 
C hichester and is now  at 19 A lb ert Road, C lay  Lane, 
Fishbourne, Chichester, Sussex.

Conclude these notes w ith the thought o f the very 
eality of the death o f the M iddlesex Regim ent 
hink that som ewhere there is someone w ho w ill 

one day be known as the “ Last D iehard” . Perhaps 
someone could dream up some means of keeping 
track in anticipation o f this eventuality.

G ood wishes for Christm as and the N e w  Y’ear 
from all o f us to all of you.

L e n  C . ( B o g e y )  W e s t .

2 /7th  B A T T A L IO N  B R A N C H

T h e  23rd Annual D inner of the Branch took place 
at t ^ ^ V icto ry  E x-Service C lub , Seym our Street, 
L o n ® ,  W .2, on Friday, O ctober 4, 1968.

Th ere  w ere 62 m em bers present and L t.-C o l. 
Dennis R obbins presided in the absence, through 
illness, o f L t.-C o l. Stanley M i rams.

D u ring the dinner, in accordance w ith  the usual 
custom, a collection was made, as a result o f w hich 
the handsom e sum  of £22 w as handed over to the 
Secretary of the Regim ental Association for the W ar 
M em orial Fund.

9th B A T T A L IO N  B R A N C H

W e feel very grateful for the splendid w ork the 
Editor, Colonel F. W alden, D L , and M ajor R. W . J. 
Sm ith, M B E , are doing in keeping the history o f  the 
Regim ent before us, by collecting the inform ation 
and publishing it in our “ N ew sletter” .

Surely  their w ork has been enhanced w ith  the 
letter all “ D iehards”  in the Association, have 
received from  M ajor G eneral C . M . M . M an, 
C B , O B E , M C , in Septem ber, in w hich  he exhorts 
us to keep the R egim ent’ s past glories always before 
us, and support the Q ueen ’ s R egim ent, as w ell as the 
Association o f the M idd lesex Regim ent.

T h ere  are several w ays o f doing this, such  as 
appearing in person at som e o f the functions and 
social events o f the Association, dissem inating the 
Association’ s good works and supporting them  if 
you  can, w ith  m onetary help, and if  you  are far away, 
let us hear o f you.

A s an incentive your com m ittee has decided to 
hold next year’ s A nnual D inner at the V icto ry  (Ex- 
Services) C lu b  in S eym our Street, London, W .2, on 
Saturday, M a y  17, 1969 and w e hope to fill to its 
capacity the dining room booked, nam ely, 110 diners.

For those m em bers o f  ours, w ho live a good 
distance away, it w ill be an occasion to m eet together 
and dine that night, stay in town and next day, 
Sundav, attend the A lb uhera D a y  Service at M ill 
H ill.

T h o se o f us, who attended the G rand C on cert of 
the Royal School o f M u sic  at K neller H all, T w ick e n ­
ham  on A ugust 28, thoroughly enjoyed it despite the 
rain during the last item, the “ 1812”  O verture b y  
T schaikovsky. I hope w e shall have m ore o f  these 
visits to K neller Hall.

W hen I wrote m y notes for the last issue o f this 
“ N ew sletter” , the death o f Bob M aggs had not 
occurred, but our Editor was able to include the 
sad news in the Obituary. Several m em bers o f  the 
9th, including M ajor R. W . J. Sm ith, attended his 
cremation at Kensal G reen C rem atorium  and wreaths 
w ere sent from the Association and the Branch. W e 
have lost a very’ good pal, w ho w as so keen on b u ild in g 
up our benevolent funds.

M y  best wishes to you  for Christm as. K eep  happy 
and healthy. R .T .M .

W .O .s  A N D  S E R G E A N T S ’ B R A N C H

Even though these last three m onths o f the year 
are looked upon as the H oliday Season w hen the 
majority’ o f us like to get aw ay from  the daily routine 
of the other nine m onths o f the y’ear the attendance 
at our last two m eetings has been very encouraging.

L es Honey’bun, our Entertainm ent organiser, has 
two com petitions running— a Pokey D ice  K nockout, 
for a S ilver T an kard  w hich has been kindly pre­
sented to the Branch b y  M ajor P ercy N ew m an, 
and a L a d ies ’ and G entlem an’s pairs D arts K nockout 
T h e  finals o f both these com petitions w ill be play'ed 
off on D ecem ber 14 when w e are holding a special 
Christm as m eeting. In addition to playing off 
the first rounds o f these com petitions we have also 
run the H orse Racing gam e, and although fortunes 
have not been w on, it has proved rather popular. 
N o w  that our attendances have im proved and a
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start m ade on form s o f entertainm ent, w e are looking 
forw ard to a successful future. T h ere  is still room, 
how ever, for new  m em bers and w e w ould like to 
w elcom e any o f you  w ho are eligible and w ho have 
not yet joined. C om e along w ith  you r G ood  L a d y  
and friends. A  hearty w elcom e awaits you.

T h e  last C olonel o f the Regim ent, M ajor-G eneral 
C . M . M . M an , c .b .,  o .b .e .,  m .c ., in his letter to all 
ex-m em bers o f the D ie-H ards, page 4, para 3, says 
(I quote) “ I hope that Branches w ill take on re­
new ed strength from  now  on”  (unquote). H ere is a 
chance, if  not already a m em ber of a branch, to see 
that his hopes are not in vain, adopt, as he says, a 
positive approach, m aintain the past glories o f  the 
“ D ie-H ard s”  and personal m em ories o f the R egi­
m ent, b y  m eeting those w ith  w hom  you once served 
and w ith  w hom  you can share those m em ories.

R ocky and M rs. K n igh t paid us a farew ell visit 
prior to their leaving for Canada. W ith  them  go our 
sincerest wishes for good fortune and happiness 
in the land o f the M aple Leaf.

T o  m em bers o f the 4th Q ueen ’s W .O .’s and S er­
geants’ M ess and to all Branches o f the “ D ie-H ard s”  
w e send our greetings and best wishes for the future.

L .R .J .

13 th  B A T T A L I O N  (1914-18) O .C .A .

T h e  13th Battalion O .C .A . held their Annual 
Reunion on Saturday, O ctober 5, 1968, w hen 23 
m em bers attended a luncheon at “ T h e  R ising S u n ” , 
E b u ry  Bridge Road, L o n don , S .W .i ,  under the 
chairm anship o f M r. G . W . Pegram , H onorary 
Secretary.

A fter luncheon the m em bers attended a mem orial 
service at the 24th D ivisional M em orial in Battersea 
Park. A t  this service, w hich  has been held each year 
since the m em orial was unveiled b y  the late F ie ld - 
M arshal L o rd  Plum er in 1924, the L a st Post and 
R eveille w ere sounded b y  buglers from  the R oyal 
T an k  Regim ent.

B R A N C H  S E C R E T A R IE S

T h e  fo llow ing is an up-to-date  list o f  the names and addresses 
o f  B ranch Secretaries:—

Branch

Ealing 

H ong K o n g  

H ornsey and Enfield

H ounslow

M ill H i l l ...............................

Portsm outh and G osport

U xbrid ge 

2/7th Battalion 

9th Battalion 

W .O .s ’ and Sergeants.

Hon. Secretary  

M r. A . W hite,
56 W arkw orth G ardens,
Islew orth, M iddlesex.

M ajor W . G . A . C rum ley,
H .Q . R oyal H ong K o n g  D efence 
Force, B .F .P .O . 1.

M r. H. T h o rn ton  
6 W illiam  House,
O rchard  Place,
L ond on , N .17 .

M r. A . J. W ales,
143 W aye A venue,
C ranford, M iddlesex.

M r. E . C . Colebeck,
Belm ont,
C hilton  Road,
E dgw are, M iddlesex.

M r. L . C . W est,
G ro ve  House,
59 G osport Road,
Stubbington,
Fareham , Hants.

M r. R. F. Pennings,
69 R aeburn Road,
H ayes, M iddlesex.

M ajo r R. E . R obotham , M.C., T.D. 
39 C yp ru s Avenue,
F inchley, N .3.

M r. R . T .  M eers,
87 T u d o r  C ou rt South,
W em bley, M iddlesex.

M r. L . R. Johnson,
78 D eans Lane,
Edgw are, M iddlesex.

FR E E  N E W S L E T T E R S

T h e  Editor wishes to thank M iss D orothy Longe, 
C apt. O . G . Johnson and M r. C . C . Bradish for 
their generosity in paying extra subscriptions so 
that free copies o f The Die-H ards Nezvsletter can be 
sent to deserving O ld  Com rades.

Parsons
and

Over a Century-old  Partnership . . .
L ike the Services, we have a tradition to uphold, at the same time taking ad­
vantage o f  scientific progress in this age o f  m echanisation, yet maintaining, 
through a special department, a personal and helpful link w ith our customers, 
whom  we are ever w illing to advise and assist in the production o f  their journals 
f -  ■ n  ■ n n A i m  1 r n  T h e  A d e lp h i , Jo h n  A d a m  S t . ,  L o n d o n , W .C .2 .Hunting f, j. parsons ltd ees,™ 01 s r .jr-vs HteS
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