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THE SIXTEENTH
T h is  narrative is gleaned from  an unofficial, 

privately printed and published, history o f  a B at­
talion o f Infantry w hich was one o f a num ber raised 
b y  a famous L in e R egim ent— T H E  D I E H A R D S —  
during the 19 14 -18  W ar.

From  its form ation on Septem ber 4, 1914 until 
its decim ation on July 1, 1916, the Battalion was 
m ade up m ainly o f  the original m em bers, ie, those 
whose names appeared on N om inal rolls prepared 
at the tim e, together w ith  Volunteers accepted for 
O fficer T rain ing, and an O ther Rank elem ent to 
assist in training and in regim ental duties such as 
cookhouse, orderly room, guard and other chores. 
T h e  O rderly Room  Sergeant was in fact a Barrister- 
at-L aw , having been “ called”  10 years prior to the 
outbreak o f  w ar— and was indeed “ an original” .

O n  Septem ber 4, recruiting com m enced for this 
unit, the form ation o f w hich had been authorised 
b y  a small com m ittee. T h e  organisers w ould be 

: ^ R e s p o n sib le  for feeding, clothing and accom m odating 
^ ^personnel at specified rates, pending the take-over 

o f  the unit b y  W ar Office. T h is  same day notices 
appeared in the principal daily newspapers as 
fo llo w s:—

P U B L I C  S C H O O L S  B A T T A L I O N  
M I D D L E S E X  R E G I M E N T  

“ T h e  above has been authorised b y  the A rm y 
C ouncil and is com posed solely o f  Public School 
men, w ho w ill serve together. T h o se desirous 
o f join ing should apply im m ediately to 24 St 
Jam es’s Street, S W , w hich is the only authorised 
office o f the battalion” .

T h e  response to this advertisem ent was imm ediate 
and on Septem ber 12 every successful applicant 

N g fc e iv e d  the follow ing te legram :

“ Parade W aterloo Station eleven o ’clock 
T u esd a y  m orning. Bring enough kit for 10 
days and one b lanket” .

(Sgd) O C  P ub lic Schools Battalion.

T h u s  w as born w hat m ight be described as a 
small private arm y, w hich was soon to becom e a 
“ S ervice”  battalion.

A t 11 a.m. on that T uesday, 10 officers and 700 
men entrained at W aterloo and proceeded to K em p- 
ton Park to be accom m odated under canvas. T h e  
un it’ s first C O  was a R egular O fficer o f  the M iddlesex 
Regim ent (D C O ) in the rank o f L t.-C o l. H is second- 
in-com m and, w ith the rank o f M ajor, w as a L ieu ten ­
ant, late W estm inster D ragoons— and o f the four 
C om pany C om m anders one cam e from  the 19th 
H ussars, one from  the N atal M ou n ted  Rifles, another 
from  the D u blin  Fusiliers and one from  the Bom bay 
L ig h t H orse. T h e  A d ju tan t was a retired officer o f 
the 53rd Sikhs Frontier Force.

O n Septem ber 15, U n it Standing O rders w ere 
issued, and a num ber o f names from  the four C oys 
were listed as having received tem porary com ­
missions. A m ong these was P te H . B u ry -K n ig h t—  
to be M edical Officer, and graded as C aptain . N o n ­
com m issioned ranks w ere also filled from  those 
w ho had entrained at W aterloo the day before.

T h e  Battalion im m ediately set to w ork on the 
various regim ental duties involved in settling-in  
under canvas. C am p duties and fatigues w ere u n der­
taken by m en from  pub lic  schools and universities, 
am ong them  a triple O xford  Blue, footballers, 
boxers, fencers, cricketers and athletes. T h e y  repre­
sented, at that tim e, the best o f E n glan d’s m anhood. 
From  canvas to horse boxes, as the w eather worsened, 
and then a m ove to Sutton, Surrey, w here b illeting 
was arranged for the battalion. A  local new spaper 
reported the arrival o f the A d van ce P arty; it con­
sisted o f a num ber o f  m otor-cyclists, and motorists, 
m ost o f the form er having b ig  bundles strapped on 
the carrier or in a side-car attached to the m achine. 
A  furniture van, guarded by tw o soldiers w ith  rifles, 
brought the kits o f  200-300 m en. In the event, 
S utton  was virtually  a staging post, en route to the 
B attalion’ s new quarters at W oldingham , to where 
a party o f  4 officers and 100 other ranks had pro-
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ceeded b y train. E xtrem ely bad w eather hampered 
the m aking o f roads and general cam p construction, 
and delayed the arrival o f  the main body from  Sutton. 
It was not until the end o f  the year that 28 officers 
and 918 other ranks assem bled at this new  location. 
U p  to this tim e the Battalion had already supplied 
360 X C O  s and m en to the A rm y  as officers with 
tem porary com m issions, o f  w hom  39 had been 
selected for training at Sandhurst.

July 191 5 a m ove was m ade to Clipstone in 
N ottingham shire, then to Perham  D ow n until 
N o vem b er 1, w hence 4 officers, 122 other ranks, 21 
horses, 43 m ules, 4 m achine guns, 19 vehicles and 
9 bicycles form ed an A dvance Party, en route to L e 
H avre, via Southam pton. O n N ovem ber 17 the 
rem ainder em barked at Folkestone and disem barked 
at Boulogne the same evening. O nce again the Bat- 
tallion found itself under canvas. M u d  was inches 
deep and there w ere ten or m ore men to a tent. 
T h e  next move— b y train— was in horse boxes and 
luggage vans, the jou rn ey taking seven hours instead 
o f  the anticipated three-and-a-half.

O n C hristm as D a y 1915 the Battalion m oved 
into trenches opposite L a  Bassee, and early in the 
N e w  Y ear it was in action on a num ber o f  occasions, 
suffering casualties am ongst all ranks, 2/Lts figuring 
prom inently in the lists o f  those killed or wounded. 
T ow ard s the end o f A pril “ the 16th”  was brigaded 
w ith 29 D ivision (which had hitherto consisted 
entirely o f regular battalions) replacing the 2nd 
R oyal M u n ster Fusiliers in the 86th Infantry 
Brigade.

A fter a long and tiring m arch the Battalion was 
inspected b y  its new  Brigade C om m ander who, 
after his inspection, w rote to the C O  as follow s: “ I 
had no idea how  damned bad m y Brigade was till 
I saw you r battalion” . A  com plim ent indeed.

A t  this stage, eleven hundred N C O ’s and m en 
had le ft the Battalion for tem porary com m issions in 
other units, w hich was an indication o f  the quality 
and high standards o f  T h e  S ixteenth and its originals, 
m ost o f  whom  w ere still serving with the Battalion.

A n d  so to the Som m e, where the b uild-up  was 
taking place for the attack on July 1. T h e  Battalion, 
w ith  others, provided raiding parties on enem y lines. 
G eneral artillery b om bardm ent began on June 24, 
and lasted for seven days. E arly on the m orning o f 
July 1 an attack was launched on G erm an L ines at 
Beaum ont H a m el; b ut the long and intensive 
artillery b om bardm ent had not achieved its purpose. 
F or betw een 7.30 am and 8 am that day, out o f  a 
total o f 23 Officers and 689 O ther Ranks o f  T h e  
S ixteenth , 22 Officers and 500 O ther Ranks had 
becom e casualties.

A m on gst the officers killed w ere the four C om ­
pany C om m anders, each o f w hom  had been accepted 
w hen applications w ere invited on Septem ber 4,
1914— and each had been com m issioned w ithin the 
Battalion. Casualties at Beaum ont H am el were of 
such  severity that the night o f  that day, and indeed 
the follow ing night, w ere spent by ourselves and the 
enem y picking up the dead and wounded in N o 
M an ’ s Land.

T h e  S ixteenth, though decim ated, w ere not yet 
finished. T h e y  re-appeared, after being rested, 
w ith  new  drafts on the Som m e in O ctober. A t  the 
third battle o f  Y p res  the Battalion suffered m ore

heavy casualties. It was then placed in Divisional 
Reserve, and finally disbanded in February 1918.

T h e  Sixteenth had a Pipe Band which puzzled 
m any including H M  T h e  K in g  and HRH T h e  
Prince o f  W ales. A  student o f history discovered 
that the 77th Regim ent o f Foot, later the 2nd B at­
talion, the M idd lesex Regim ent, had originally 
been a H ighland Regim ent. In fact two previous 
regim ents had borne this num ber, and in each case 
they w ere H ighlanders. T h e  H ighland C u ff was worn 
on the M ess Jackets o f Officers o f  the Middlesex 
Regiment.

T h e  Sixteenth, now a Service Battalion of a re g w  
m ent w hich was in direct succession to two H ig h la ^ k  
regim ents, sought W ar Office permission (which 
was granted) for the recruitm ent o f a Band o f Pipers, 
to preserve the H ighland origin and associations of 
the 77th Foot. Follow ing the disbandm ent o f the 
16th early in 1918, the Pipers w ere appropriately 
transferred to the 2nd Battalion w ith which they 
served until dem obilization one year later. D uring 
the Flanders battles, three pipers w ere killed in ^  
action; one was severely wounded and one w as®  
taken prisoner.

T h e  writer o f  the above narrative is Colonel W . B. 
Purnell, late R oyal A rm y D ental C orps, whose uncle 
was an original m em ber o f the Battalion and was 
one o f the four C om pany Com m anders killed on 
July 1, 1916.

W hen forw arding the narrative he m entioned 
that he owes m uch to M r T . W . Deeves, C .M .G ., 
C .B .E ., M .C ., and to M r N . J. Peters o f C opnor, 
Portsm outh, to whom  he was introduced b y Colonel 
W alden, o f the Regim ental Association.

M r D eeves served in the ranks o f the 15th London 
R egim ent until given a Com m ission as a 2/Lieut, 
in the 16th at the time o f Passchendale in 1917. It 
is from his copy o f the privately published history—  
written by H . W\ W allis G rain, B arrister-at-L aw —  
that the substance o f this narrative is gleaned.

M r N . J. Peters joined the 16th Battalion at 
W oldingham  in A pril 19 15. N o w  75 years o f  age, 
he still retains memories o f  those early days, and a 
quote from a recent letter to the w riter is indicative, 
o f his loyalty. “ W hen we had been in France and h a i  
been in the trenches, about 40 o f them  took C om m is­
sions. I was detailed to cook for these m en in that 
Battalion— I should have said ‘G entlem en’ .”

T h e  official history “ D ie-H ards in the G reat 
W ar”  Vol. II, makes the follow ing observation: 
“ T hrou ghout the W ar the diaries o f the 16th (Public 
Schools) Battalion, A liddlesex, w ere consistently 
b rief and in no w ay explain the heavy fighting done 
by this battalion. T h e  16th w ere a very gallant 
crowd and it is a p ity their records are so incom plete” .
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REGIMENTAL MUSEUM

C u ra to r: M ajor R . W . J .  S m ith , M B E , T  &  A  V R  Centre, Deansbrook R d ., Edgware, M iddx .

m
Victoria Cross and medals o f Captain A . M . C . 
M cReady-Diarm id, V C , 17th (Service) Battalion  

( 1 st Football)

T h is  group o f  m edals consists o f the Victoria 
Cross, 19 14 -15  Star, British W a r M edal and V ictory 
M edal. T h e y  w ere presented to the M iddlesex 
Regim ental M useum  by M rs H ilda M cR eady- 

^ ® D ia rm id  at a special cerem ony held at the R egi­
m ental Association H eadquarters, Edgw are, on 
W ednesday, M a y  9, 1973, w hen the 83-year-old 
w'idow handed them  to Colonel A . S . J. de S . C layton, 
the D e p u ty  C olonel (M iddlesex) T h e  Q ueen ’s 
Regim ent, the senior official representative o f the 
old M idd lesex Regim ent.

A t the cerem ony w ere C olonel and M rs A . S. J. de 
S . C layton, Colonel and M rs F. W alden, M ajor and 
M rs R. W . J. Sm ith , M ajor and M rs A . E . F . W aldron 
and M ajor and M rs J. E. Pinfold. In his expression of 
the regim ent’ s jo y  at receiving this illustrious decora­
tion, C olonel C layton  told M rs M cR ead y-D iarm id  
that it w ould be a pearl am ong our treasures! T h is  
it undoubtedly is and w ill be hailed as such b y  all 
w'ho have ever w orn our badge.

Allastair M alcolm  C lu n y  M cR ead y-D iarm id  (for­
m erly A rth u r M alcolm  M cR ea d y-D rew ), born 
M arch  21, 1888 was the third o f four sons, all of 
w hom  w ere Captains o f H ouses, X I ’s and X V ’ s, 
and shared am ong them  m ost o f  the prizes at the 
sports w hilst at Q ueen E lizabeth ’s G ram m ar School, 
Barnet. H e later was at E aling G ram m ar School and 
V ictoria C ollege, Jersey. H e loved outdoor life and

•as a fine cricketer in addition to often m aking the 
nest throw  at throw ing the cricket ball at sports 
m eetings. H e was a dead shot w ith  a rifle but his 

love for animals was such that, until the war, he 
had never fired at any living creature. H e was 
reputed to know the note o f  every w ild  bird. H is 
parents wished him  to continue his studies and take 
H oly Orders, but the outbreak o f  w ar in A ugust 
1914 changed his own and parents’ plan. H is own 
had been to go abroad.

O n the outbreak o f w ar he enrolled w ith the 
L ondon U niversity O .T .C . and on M arch  3, 1915 
was com m issioned into the regim ent and posted to 
the 14th (Reserve) Battalion w hich had been form ed 
on O ctob er 8, 1914. H e was later posted to the 17th 
(1st Football) Battalion and w ith  this first class unit 
served in the trenches. U n til the tim e o f  his death 
i^ A va s alm ost continuously at the front, w ith  the 
exception o f  four m onths in hospital. H e had been 
blow n off the firestep b y  the explosion o f a shell, and 
after carrying on for som e w eeks was sent hom e. 
A n  operation revealed serious internal in ju ry and

he was told he m ust never again throw  a bom b. How' 
he follow ed that advice w e now' know.

L etters from  brother officers show  that as a soldier, 
he had found his niche in life. O ne w rote, “ A p art 
from  his brilliant soldierly ability, he was a m ost 
charm ing com panion in the m ess. C h eery  and full 
o f hum our, he was ahvays keeping spirits up ” . A s 
w ell as a charm ing com panion in the m ess, he was 
a leader o f  m en in the field. O n one occasion one 
o f his three brothers, a Captain serving w ith  the 
Royal Engineers, w'as near enough to visit him  in 
the trenches. T h e y  only had a few' m inutes together, 
as D iarm id w'as about to lead a b om bing attack; 
but w hat im pressed his brother was the wray the 
men “ rushed o u t”  after him  the instant th ey knew 
he was to lead.

It was on the last day o f N ovem ber and the first 
o f D ecem ber, 1917, that he earned the V ictoria Cross 
b y  “ a feat unparalleled even b y  the heroes o f  o ld ” . 
T h e  London G azette, its references in sim ilar w'ords, 
said “ a feat w hich can hardly, if  ever, have been 
equalled in the past” . O n  each day he had driven 
back the enem y 300 yards. Single-handed he had 
killed and otherwise disposed o f 94 o f the enem y, 
67 dead and 27 wounded. T h e  W a r D iary o f  the 
17th Battalion, w'ritten at this tim e says, “ T h is  
successful result was entirely due to the gallantry 
o f this officer who h im self killed and badly w'ounded 
at least 80 o f  the enem y” . T h e  citation published in 
the London G azette  M arch  15, 1918, says:—

“ For m ost conspicuous bravery and brilliant 
leadership.

W hen the enem y penetrated som e distance into 
our position and the situation was extrem ely cri­
tical, Captain M cR ea d y-D iarm id  at once led his 
com pany forward through a heavy' barrage. H e im m e­
diately engaged the enem y w ith  such success that 
he drove them  back at least 300 yards, causing 
num erous casualties and capturing tw enty-seven 
prisoners.

T h e  follow ing day the enem y again attacked. H e 
drove them  back for 300 yards, w ith  heavy' casualties. 
Th rou gh ou t the attack C aptain M cR ead y-D iarm id  
led the w'ay him self, and it was absolutely and 
entirely due to his m arvellous throw ing o f  bom bs 
that the ground w'as regained.

H is absolute disregard for danger, his cheerfulness 
and coolness at a m ost trying tim e inspired all who 
saw him.

T h is  m ost gallant officer w as eventually killed 
b y  a bom b w hen the enem y had been driven right 
back to their original starting point” .

S ir A rth u r C onan D o yle, describing the fighting 
(“ C am b rai: the second phase” ), says, “ T h ere  was
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Photo by Rodney Brewster

M rs. M e Ready-Diarm id wearing her late husband’ s decorations before presenting them to the M iddlesex Regiment

no m ore w onderful individual record in that battle 
than that o f  C aptain M cR ea d y-D iarm id  o f  the 17th 
M idd lesex  w ho fought like a d ’A rtagnan o f rom ance 
and is said to have killed som e eigh ty o f  the enem y 
in tw o days o f fighting before he h im self at last m et 
that fate from  w hich he had never shrunk” .

M rs M cR ea d y-D iarm id  had already w ritten in 
her W ill that she wished the regim ent to have this 
suprem e aw ard for gallantry after her decease, but 
later decided to present it to the regim ental m useum  
as soon as possible. S he has our everlasting gratitude 
to join  that o f  her adm iration for her heroic husband. 
T h e  m edals, p lus the photograph and extracts from  
the London G azette  are now  on display in the V ictoria 
C ross case at B ruce C astle, T otten ham , where our 
m useum  is housed.

F or the benefit o f  readers w ho m ay not have 
a record o f  the m em bers o f  ou r regim ent w ho have 
been aw arded the Victoria Cross, a com plete list is 
appended.

M a j o r  D i c k  S m i t h .

Sergeant Park, J. 77th 5-11*1854 
and 19-4-55

*
Crim ea

Private W right, A . 77th 22. 3-1855 
and 19.4.55

Crim ea

C/Sgt G ard iner, G . 57th 22. 3-1855 Crim ea
(D C M ) and 18.6.55

Private M cC u rrie , C . S7th 23. 6.1855 Crim ea
Ensign D ow n, J. T . 57th 2.10.1863 N . Z e a­

land
D rum m er Stagpole, D . 

(D C M )
57 th 2.10.1863 N . Z e a­

land
2/L ieu t Hallowes, R. P. 4th Bn 29. 9 .15  to H ooge,

(M C ) 1 .10.15 France
Private E dw ards, F . J. 12th Bn 26. 9.1916 T h iep v a l,

France
Private R yder, R . E. 12th Bn 26. 9.16 

and
23*1016

T h ie p v al,
France

Captain M cR ead y-
D iarm id, A .M .C . 17th  Bn 3 0 .11-17 M oeu vres

to  1 .1 2 .17 France
Captain T o y e , A . M . 

(M C )
2nd Bn 25. 3.1918 E terp igny

R idge
r.t n. J H

E x-Sergeant Bob R yder is our only living recipient 
o f this m ost coveted decoration and now  lives 
quietly in H ucknall, N otts.
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T H E  M ID D L E S E X  R E G IM E N T  G O L F IN G  
S O C IE T Y

Sp ring  M e e t in g  1973

A  m ost enjoyable and successful m eeting was held 
on the course o f the N orth  H ants G o lf  C lub , Fleet, 
on Friday, M a y  4, in bright, sunny weather but very 
w indy conditions, w hich reached gale force in the 
afternoon and was undoubtedly responsible for some 
o f the low  scores in the M edal Com petition.

A  total o f 24 took part— six more than last year—  
and w e w ere particularly pleased to w elcom e as 

^ e w c o m e r s  C apt. Peter Ingham  and ex -S gt. N .
aylor.
T h e  ch ief features o f this m eeting w ere the suc­

cesses o f  C apt. M ichael G ed ye, w ho was playing 
for the first tim e after a long absence abroad, and 
L t.-C o l. T o m  C hattey.

T h e  detailed results, each decided over 18 holes, 
w ere as fo llo w s:

B efore asking M rs. “ T o ssie”  W orton  kindly to 
present the prizes, L t.-C o l. T o m  C hattey thanked 
all those present for supporting the m eeting, and 
especially those w ho had com e from  a distance, 
nam ely B rigadier A rth u r G reen  from  Som erset 
and M ajor and M rs. K en  H ardcastle from  N orfolk. 
He also asked the secretary to read out a telegram  
received from  H ong K o n g  from  M r. R ichard H ard­
castle, w ho has been a regular player at these m eet­
ings, regretting his absence at this m eeting and 
expressing the hope that he w ill be back in tim e for 
the 1975 m eeting. T h e  secretary undertook to send 
a suitable telegram  from  the R egim ental G olfing 
S ociety  in reply.
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M e d a l  C o m p e titio n — S c r a tc h  a n d  H a n d ic a p
| Scratch H ’cap

L t.-C o l. T .  W . C h a ttey  (w inner, handi­
cap and D arjeeling C u p ) • •

C ap t. M . S . G e d y e  (winner, scratch and 
T ransvaal C u p)

M ajo r R . C . H . Bellers (runner-up, 
handicap)

C ap t. R. J. T arrant 
M r. G . T ay lo r
M r. T .  F . Jones (runner-up, scratch)
L t.-C o l. J. R . B. W orton 
L t.-C o l. C . N . C layd en  
M ajo r G . G o rin g . .
M ajor J. M . H ewson 
M ajo r J. I. D . Pike 
M aster H ow ard C layd en  
C ap t. P. S . Ingham  
M rs. H . I<. Hardcastle 
W O 2  M . J. F lyn n  
M ajor A . R . Bisset 
M r. H . J. C h illery  
M r. N . T a y lo r  
M r. E . Johnson 
M r. D . C retten  
M rs. C . N . C layd en  (D ivot)
M ajo r H. K . H ardcastle 
M r. M . P .  T .  W alden

S ta b le fo rd  F o u rso m e s

M a jo r A . R. B isset and C ap t. M . S . G e d y e  (winners,

L t . - c S f T ° W ? C h a ttey  and M ajo r j .  I. D . P ike (runners-

L t^ C o l. C . N . C layd en  and M ajor R . C . H . Bellers 
M r M . R. T .  W ald en  and M rs. H . K . H ardcastle

^ W O 2  M . J. F lyn n  and M r. T .  F. Jones • •
^  B rigadier A . E . G re en  and L t.-C o l. J. R. B. W orton  .
W  C ap t. R. J. T arran t and C apt. P. S . Ingham  

M ajo r G . G o rin g  and M aster H ow ard C layd en  
M essrs. N . and G . T a y lo r  . . • ■
M ajo r J. M . H ew son and M r. H . J. C h illery  
M essrs. E. Johnson and D . C retten

H id d e n  H o le s  C o m p e titio n

C ap t. M . S . G e d y e  (winner)
L t.-C o l. T .  W . C h attey  (runner-up)
M r. T .  F. J o n e s ..............................
M ajor R . C . H . Bellers 
L t.-C o l. J. R . B. W orton 
M r. M . R . T .  W alden 
L t.-C o l. C . N . C layden
M ajo r A . R . B is s e t ...............................
M r. G . T ay lo r 
M ajo r J. I. D . Pike 
M rs. H . K . H ardcastle 
M ajo r J. M . H ew son 
C ap t. R . J. T arran t
W O 2  M . J. F l y n n ...............................
M r. N . T ay lo r 

« A la jo r  G . G o rin g
^ V r .  H. J. C h i l l e r y ...............................
^ C a p t . P. S . Ingham . .
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PERSONAL JOTTINGS

Earlier this year C apt. M ichael Ball, on com pletion 
o f his secondm ent to the S u ltan ’s A rm ed Forces in 
O m an, w as posted to i Q u een ’ s.

C ongratulations to M ajor Peter and W end y 
Bellers on celebrating their silver w edding anni­
versary on A pril 24.

Shortly after the photograph appeared in the local 
press o f M rs. M cR ea d y-D iarm id  handing over her 
husband’s V ictoria C ross to C ol. C layton  we received 
a v isit from  ex -S gt. F . W . C lark, an octogenarian 
living at B urnt Oak, w ho had served in both the 17th 
(1st Footballers) and 23rd (2nd Footballers) Batta­
lions before being posted to the K in g ’ s African  Rifles, 
w ith  w hom  he rem ained until he was dem obilised 
in 1919.

M ajor Peter C larke, w ho has been serving w ith  1 
Q ueen ’ s, w as posted as an Instructor at the N uclear, 
Bacteriological and C hem ical School, W interbourne 
G un n er, on M a y  7.

W e w ere very pleased indeed to get a cheerful little 
note recently from  that jo lly  D ie-H ard, “ H alf a m ug 
a m an ”  D . J. C ook (6141207). H e is still living at 
Basildon in Essex.

O ne o f  our veterans w ho has recently been in 
touch w ith us is ex-B dsm . W illiam  A . V . C ox  
(265090 and 6195464). H e enlisted in the 9th 
Battalion in 19 11 and served w ith  that Battalion 
throughout the 19 14 -18  w ar until it was disem bodied 
in 1919. H e returned to his old Battalion in 1922. In 
M a y  1932 he joined the Band o f the 7th Battalion on 
its form ation and rem ained w ith  it until he w as dis­
charged in  1937.

O u r best w ishes to L t. Bob D outhet, one o f our 
B oer W ar veterans, w ho celebrated his 88th birthday 
on A p ril 26. W e are very pleased to learn that he is 
still going strong.

A  recent w elcom e visitor to E dgw are was L t. D avid 
Everard, w ho has been hom e fo r a short w hile from 
H ong K o n g, w here he is w orking w ith  the Outboard 
M arine International SA .

R ecently w e w ere delighted to receive a letter from 
L t.-C o l. R ex Fendick w ho, as a C A N  L O A N  O fficer 
(that is, one o f  the group o f  Canadian infantry who 
volunteered to serve w ith  British regim ents in early 
1944) w as posted to the 2nd Battalion shortly  after 
D -D a y  in 1944. H e served w ith  distinction w ith  the 
Battalion right through to V E -D a y  in 1945 and was 
aw arded a C - in -C ’s certificate for good service.

H e is v ery  anxious to re-establish contacts w ith  the 
D ie-H ards and w ould especially like to hear from  
an y o f  his old com rades in the 2nd Battalion w ho 
rem em ber him . H is address is 27 M vnarski C rescent, 
O ttaw a K I K  2 E Z , Canada.

C apt. Brian Finch, on com pletion o f his course at 
the C hinese Language School in H ong K o n g, has 
been posted to 2 Q ueen ’s.

A  new recruit to the Regim ental Association is ex- 
Sgt. H . L . Fox (6200275) who, in 1931, joined the 9th 
Battalion. In 1939 he joined the new ly form ed 
2,'8th Battalion and remained w ith  that B a tta lii^  
until February 1941 when, on being m edically dow n­
graded, he was transferred to the Pioneer C orps, 
which later becam e the Royal Pioneer C orps.

T h a t very dedicated 4th Battalion veteran G eorge 
G arrett (L/9904) still keeps in touch and in a recent 
beautifu lly handwritten letter sent his kind regards 
to all D ie-H ards.

Congratulations to C apt. Frank and R uth G ladden 
on the birth o f their first son, D aniel, on A pril 13 
last.

A t  the funeral o f one o f our old com rades recently 
w e m et up w ith ex-S gt. Frank G rib ble (L /15537 and 
6189121) w ho for m any years after the 19 14 -18  war 
was a first-class piccolo player in  the C orps o f D ru m s 
o f the 2nd Battalion. H e is as dapper as ever, and 
looks rem arkably young for his age.

A lthough he was unable to attend the annual 
reunion this year e x -R Q M S  “ Jacko”  Jaques 
(6200175) sent a telegram  o f good wishes to all D ie- 
Hards.

C ontact has been re-established w ith  ex-S gt. R . H. 
Jones (105885) who served w ith  the 2nd Battalion 
from  the days o f the Barony in D u m fries until 
D ecem ber 1946 when the Battalion was in E gyp t and 
Palestine, retiring as O rderly Room  Sergeant.

H e is now  a m em ber o f the W O s and S gts Branch 
o f  the D ie-H ards C lu b  and hopes to join  us at some 
o f our “ get-togethers”  when he looks forw ard to. 
m eeting up with old friends. I

W O 2  (S Q M S ) C . T .  Kingston who, before en­
listing on a regular engagem ent, served in the 8th 
Battalion from February 1959 to June i960, recently 
becam e a m em ber o f the W O s and Sgts Branch o f 
the D ie-H ards C lub.

O n  the disbandm ent o f our Regim ent he trans­
ferred to the Royal A rm y O rdnance C orps and is 
now  stationed at the Com m and A m m unition D epot, 
K ineton, W arwickshire.

W ith effect from June 11 , M ajor C hris Law rence is 
to be appointed D A A G  (Recruiting) at H eadquarters, 
T h e  Q ueen ’s D ivision, Bassingbourn.

A  new ly enrolled m em ber o f  the M ill H ill B r a r ^ f  
o f the D ie-H ards C lu b  is ex-Pte. Bill L e e  (21674 
6191867). H e enlisted in the Regim ent in 1920 and 
served with the 3rd Battalion until that Battalion was 
disbanded. H e then joined the 2nd Battalion and
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served in the Signals Section until the end o f his 
C olour Service. A fter leaving the R egim ent he 
joined the M etropolitan Police and served with that 
force for som e years, earning the Police L o n g  Service 
M edal and the Q ueen Elizabeth I I ’ s Coronation 
M edal.

Inform ation has been received that M ajor H ugh 
Lohan, w ho is at present G S O  2, M ilitary  A d viser’ s 
Office, T eheran, is to take over as Second-in- 
Com m and o f 1 Q u een ’s early in July next.

4^0 W e are delighted to w elcom e as a m em ber o f the 
Officers C lu b  W in g Com dr. J. R. M arshall. H e was 
com m issioned into our Regim ent during the i 939- 45 
war and served in the 2nd Battalion from  A pril 1943 
to M a y  1944 when he took over a staff appoint­
m ent at H eadquarters I C orps.

A fter leaving the A rm y he eventually took a com ­
mission in the Royal A ir  Force. H e retired recently

#to take up the appointm ent o f Secretary to the N orth 
H ants G o lf  C lu b  at Fleet, H ants. A s  we hold our golf 
m eetings at this club we shall hope to see m ore o f  our 
new  m em ber.

L t.-C o l. John M oore is due to term inate his 
appointm ent as M ilitary  A ttaché at the British 
Em bassy in that hot spot, Phnom  Penh, C am bodia, 
n June.

A s  a result o f a letter received from  him  recently, 
ex-C o rporal W . M orton  (14887197), w ho served in 
the 2nd Battalion from  1944 to 1948, has joined the 
Regim ental Association and has enrolled as a m em ber 
o f the M ill H ill Branch.

Included w ith  his letter was an interesting group 
photograph w hich  he has presented to the museum  
and w hich  w ill be d u ly  acknow ledged and described 
in the next R egim ental M useum  notes.

A lthough she w ould be unable to attend any o f  our 
functions over the A lb ub era D a y period this year on 
account o f  her work, M rs. Pat N ew m an, the w idow  of 
M ajor P ercy  N ew m an, writes to say that, after her 
retirem ent in A u gu st, she is hopeful o f b eing w ith 
us next year.

She sends her best wishes to all D ie-H ards.

T h o se w ho w ere serving in the 1st Battalion, when 
he w as their popular Paym aster, w ill be interested to 
learn that M ajor D onald Peckham  w as re-m arried 
last O ctob er and has changed his address to 23 
D u d ley  L o dge, Ferndale C lose, T u n b rid ge  W ells, 
K ent.

Sim on Pielow , the son o f  C o l. T o n y  Pielow , has 
done w ell at the R M A  Sandhurst. H e has passed out 
7th in order o f  m erit and has been earm arked for 
1 Q u een ’s.

W e have received inform ation that an old D ie ­
h a r d  o f the 19 14 -18  w ar period, ex-Pte. Edw ard 
^ P iin n e ll, and his w ife celebrated their golden 

w edding in M arch , and w e send them  ou r heartiest 
congratulations.

A fter the war, in w hich  he was w ounded at the 
Battle o f the Som m e, he settled in  H astings and for

some years he was em ployed as a labourer b y  the 
Borough until he was forced to retire through illness.

W e are delighted to get one o f ou r oldest form er 
officers, M ajor H . W . Thom pson, to becom e a 
m em ber o f the Regim ental Officers C lub . H e joined 
the 9th Battalion as long ago as 1908 and, except for a 
short period, served w ith  that Battalion until it was 
disem bodied in 1919. D u rin g  the I 9 3 9 _ 4 5  w a r  he 
saw further service from  the outbreak until 1944.

A N  A S P ID IS T R A  IN  B A B Y L O N

M an y D ie-H ards w ho saw the above as a film  show 
on various channels o f I T V  on the evening o f 
Sunday, February 25, 1973, have com plained
vehem ently about our cherished cap and collar 
badges being w orn by the m ilitary m em bers o f the 
cast, especially b y  tw o unsavoury characters depicted 
as officers, one o f whom  was seldom  out o f  uniform  
except to bed down in the M ess w ith  a local prostitute 
and the other w ho was m ost disgustingly drunk at a 
Sergeants M ess dance.

T h e  E ditor has been asked to  let all our readers 
know that, as a result o f the strongest protests about 
this scandalous degradation o f our regim ental badge 
from  the D epu ty  C olon el (M iddlesex), C o l. A . S . J. 
de S . C layton, d l , to the D irector o f Public Relations 
(A rm y) and the chairm an o f  IB A , G ranada T e le ­
vision, who w ere responsible for the play, have ad ­
m itted that it was a bad slip on their part and have 
apologised.

P e t e r  M c R a e
& C O M P A N Y  L IM IT E D

L ife A ssurance Consultants 

Insurance an d  M ortgage Brokers

14-16 West Street, East Grinstead, 
Sussex

Telephone: East Grinstead 25977

Did you know  that besides protecting 

your family, life assurance can assist in 

other fields, such as education, house 

purchase, pension, and estate du ty? W e 

specialise in the needs of service person­

nel and w ou ld  be pleased to advise.

W e make no charges

W e also have departm ents specialising  

in other form s o f general insurances  

w hich are at your service

7



CO R R ESPO N D EN CE FORTHCOM ING EVEN TS
From : Brigadier N . P . Procter, C B E , M C

62 C hurch  Road,
F leet G U 1 3  8LB .

M a y  4, 1973.
M y  D ear “ Fanny” ,

I have an elderly stand-by— a retired joiner—  
w ho com es and puts in new  sash cords, etc, when 
he can get round to it.

H e arrived this week— at last— on one badly 
needed jo b . H e had hardly started w hen he said: 
“ Y o u  w ere in the M idd lesex Regim ent, w eren’t 
you  ? I w atched them  when they w on the A rm y C up. 
I w atched every final on Easter M onday.

M y  m em ory not being encyclopaedic I let him  go 
on, w ithout interruption, w hilst he told me he had 
lived in V ictoria Road since 1907! H is only m ove 
has been across the road to his present house. H e 
worked w ith  the R E  in a civilian capacity, no doubt 
as a you n g joiner, but was never in the A rm y.

I got m y M au rice B row ne brochure o f the R egi­
m ent and found, as I suspected, 4th Battalion, 
runners-up 1 9 1 1 -1 2 , and I left him  a note next 
m orning to confirm  that the Regim ent w ere not 
winners. I m et him  as I cam e away. H e agreed that 
he m ight be w rong, “ but I w atched it” .

I estim ate that he cannot have been m ore than, 
say, 12 in 1 9 11-12 .

I w onder i f  anyone w ho actually was connected 
w ith  the R egim ent still survives and w atched that 
m atch.

I f  there is som eone, I am sure m y friend would 
like to  know.

Y ours,
N .  P .  P r o c t e r .

(Editor’s N ote— A n y  reader still alive w ho watched 
that m atch is asked to get in touch w ith  the Editor.)

From : Colonel F . Walden, M B E , D L
11 C yp ru s  Road, 

London N 3.
M a y  14, 1973.

T h e  E ditor
The Die-H ards Newsletter 
D ear M r  Editor,

I am w riting to ask you to pub lish  this letter so 
that I can express m y heartfelt thanks for the 
w ond erful gifts w hich  m em bers o f  the R egim ental 
Association gave m e at the A n n ual Reunion last 
Saturd ay on m y retirem ent as Secretary. It cam e as 
a com plete surprise to m e and I was quite over­
w helm ed.

It has been a m ost stim ulating experience for 
m e to have been responsible for looking after the 
R egim ent and its Association during the past 12 
years, and I have enjoyed every  m om ent o f  it, 
especially m y m eetings w ith  so m any o f  the “ old 
and b old” .

W h ilst it has been a great w rench to give up the 
work now  I am so glad that I shall be able to con­
tinue in a part-tim e capacity, to serve the Regim ent, 
w hich has always m eant so m uch to me.

Y o u rs  sincerely,
F a n n y  W a l d e n .

Date 

Saturday, June 16

Saturday, July 7

W ednesday, July 18

Sunday, July 22

Sunday, A ugust 19

T uesday, A ugust 21 
to

Friday, A ugust 24

Sunday, Septem ber 23 Sum m er O uting— V isit to 

H M S  Victory, Portsm outh.

O F F IC E R S ’ C L U B  C O C K T A IL  P A R T Y

A  total o f 80, including official guests, attended 
the C lu b  C ocktail Party held at the U nited  Service 
and Royal A ero C lu b  on Friday, M a y  11, 1973.

Follow ing our usual custom  the nearest relatives 
o f form er Officers wrere invited as official guests, and 
the follow ing accepted and w ere presen t:—

M r and M rs F. A . Bicknell, son and daughter-in-^ 
law o f the late L t.-C o l. H . P. F. B icknell. I

M rs E . J. B. Budden, w idow  o f C apt. E . J. B. 
Budden.

M rs Enid Jackson, daughter o f the late C ol. L . C . 
Dam s.

M rs A . V . W eller, w idow  o f M ajor A . V . W eller.
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Event

D epot O pen D ay, Bassing- 

bourn.

M ilitary M usical Pageant, 
W em bley.

O fficers’ C lu b  D inner at 
U nited Service and Royal 
A ero C lub.

A ttendance at A nnual P ar­
ade on H orse G uards of 
Belgian O C A  in G reat 
Britain.

Party to P layers’ League 
M atch  at L o rd ’s, M iddlesex 
v. H am pshire.

V isit to M ons for cere­
m onies in connection with 
the 59th anniversary o f  the 
Battle o f M ons.
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O B I T U A R Y

It is w’ith deep regret that w e have to announce 
that the follow ing have d ie d :

B i n d e r — O n  N ovem ber 6, 1972, o f a cerebral 
haem orrhage, M ajor D enis L . Binder, t d . He 
was com m issioned into the 2/7th Battalion from  

^ ^ th e  A rtists Rifles in 1939 and served in N orth 
^ ^ A f r ic a ,  at A n zio , in Italy, and Palestine. A fter 

the w ar he was A djutant at the D epot in M ill Hill 
from  1946 to 1948 when he resigned his commission 
and entered the Colonial service. H e rejoined the 
T erritoria l A rm y in G loucestershire in 1950 and 
was aw arded the T D  in 1953. A t  the tim e o f his 
death he was working for the U niversity o f W est­
ern Australia in Perth w here he had been living 
with his fam ily for over five years.

B y w a t e r s — O n  A p ril 17, 1973, suddenly as the 
result o f  a heart attack, M ajor John Byw aters, m b e , 

aged 56. A fter  21 years’ service in the R egim ent he 
resigned his com m ission and joined the Profession­
al G olfers Association as assistant secretary in 1961. 
He was m ade secretary o f  the P .G .A . in 1965 and 
handled the arrangem ents for the 1965 and 1969 
R yder C u p  m atches in G reat Britain and also the 
return gam es in the U nited  States in 1967 and 
1971. In  paying a tribute to  him  in the Daily  
Telegraph, M ichael W illiam s states:

“ H is death will com e as a sad b low  to the P .G .A . 
for M ajor Byw aters was an extrem ely hardw orking 
man and a friendly counsel to all. Indeed, his years 
o f office have coincided w ith  the A ssociation ’s 
grow th during the boom  professional go lf is en ­
jo y in g  in B ritain” .

T h e  follow ing tribute has been paid to him  by 
C apt. Jack Riseley, one o f his greatest friends:

“ Johnny Byw aters was a m an o f great charm  and 
sincerity. I first knew  him  in the 2nd Battalion, 
and later at the 26th M G T C ,  Chester.

“ H is m otto was ‘w ork hard, p lay hard ’ , and 
w hatever he did in this respect he thoroughly en- 

| joyed. H is sense o f fun w as a byw ord  in the 
Regim ent, and his interests ranged from  m usic—  
he was a first-class and sensitive pianist— to every 
form  o f sport, w ith  go lf naturally as his first 
passion. H e was an excellent cricketer and, until an 
unfortunate accident, was an outstanding w icket­
keeper.

“ H is w ork as assistant secretary, and then as 
secretary to the Professional G olfers Association 
for so m any years m ade it im possible for h im  to 
keep in touch w ith  the R egim ent and to his 
countless friends as m uch as he w ould have liked, 
b ut m em ories o f the ‘old days’ w ou ld  com e 
flooding back at the m ention o f  a name, or place, 
and his flair as a raconteur w ould enliven m any an 
evening on these occasions.

“ H e always rem em bered a face, recognised a 
^■ /oice from  m any years ago, and he was a w onderful 

friend to those w ho had the privilege o f know ing 
him.

“ H is death is a sad loss to the R egim ent, his 
relations, and to his w ide circle o f frien d s.”

C l a r k — O n  O ctob er 4, 1972, in Barnet General 
H ospital, G race, w idow  o f  M ajor A . W . C lark, 
o b e , form er secretary o f  the R egim ental A ssoci­
ation.

G r e e n — O n A pril 26, 1973, ex -C p l. Redvers H erbert 
G reen  (6190179), aged 73. H e enlisted into the 51st 
(G raduated) Battalion o f the Regim ent in A pril 
1918 and, on com pletion o f his recruit training, he 
was posted to the Eastern C om m and T ra in in g  
C entre, Purfleet, w here he rem ained until the 
Arm istice. In D ecem ber 1918 he was posted to the 
D epo t and em ployed as a clerk in the Q uarter­
m aster’ s office under M ajor F . S . Steed, d c m . H e 
was appointed a Lan ce-C orporal in 1919 and 
prom oted to C orporal in 1920. In  D ecem ber 1921 
he was posted to the 3rd Battalion, then serving 
w ith  the British A rm y o f  O ccupation  on the 
Rhine, and later the U p p er Silesian Plebiscite 
Force. O n  the disbandm ent o f  the 3rd Battalion in 
July 1922 he was posted to the 1st Battalion and 
served in “ D ”  C om pany then under the com m and 
o f C apt. B. G . H orrocks, M C . H e later was again 
em ployed as a Q M ’s clerk under C apt. V . E. 
Stock, M C , and transferred to H Q  W in g  under the 
com m and o f  C apt. H . W . M . P aul, o b e , m c . In 
O ctober 1923 he returned to duty and was trans­
ferred to “ B ”  C om pany, then under the com m and 
o f M ajor M . Brow ne, M C.

H e was a m em ber o f  the M ill H ill Branch and 
an enthusiastic correspondent. H e was greatly 
interested in all regim ental m atters and remained 
a dedicated D ie-H ard  until the day o f his death.

G r e e n — O n A p ril 4, 1973, C apt. W illiam  Ernest 
G reen, aged 69. A fter 20 years in the ranks and 
becom ing a W arrant O fficer he was com m issioned 
on A u gu st 24, 1940. H e w ill be rem em bered as an 
outstanding instructor o f m usketry and a man w ho 
never suffered fools gladly. A t  the Sm all A rm s 
School, Pachm ari, India, as a C orporal, he 
qualified as “ above average”  in all weapons and 
instructional ability. H is q u alifying m arks at the 
M achine G u n  School, N etheravon, later, w ere at the 
tim e the highest ever recorded. In  v iew  o f his 
instructional ability  he was posted to the M achine 
G u n  T ra in in g  C en tre at Blacon C am p , C hester, 
w here he rem ained until the closing stages o f the 
1939-45 war. H e was then posted to the A rm y in 
India and attached to N o . 4 T ra in in g  C entre, 
Royal Indian A rm y Service  C orps, returning hom e 
for release in July 1945.

W hile he was still m obile he regularly attended 
regim ental reunions and other functions, w hich  
he sorely m issed durin g his last long and painful 
illness.

H a m m o n d — O n M arch  6, i 973< C apt. W alter 
H am m ond, m c  and bar, aged 82. H e served in the 
23rd (2nd Footballers) Battalion in the 19 14 -18  
w ar in Italy and on the western front and was 
w ounded on M a rch  25, 1918.
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P a m p l i n — O n  F eb ruary, 2 7 ,  1973, ex-D m r. O liver 
W eaver Pam plin (L /12 153  and 6188580) aged 84. 
H e enlisted in O ctob er 1908 at H ounslow  and was 
posted in error to the Royal Fusiliers. T h e  
m istake rectified, he jo in ed  the 4th Battalion 
prior to posting to the F ar East to serve in the 
3rd Battalion w ith  his elder brother, a noted 
m arksm an in the Battalion. R eturning to England 
in D ecem ber 19 14  he m arched w ith the Battalion 
from  \\ m chester to Southam pton to em bark and 
jo in  the B E F  in France. A fter the Battle of 
Y p res  in A p ril 1915 he w ent w ith  the Battalion to 
Salonika and rem ained there until the surrender of 
the T u rkish  forces when the Battalion form ed part 
o f  the A rm y o f  O ccupation  in Constantinople. He 
was transferred to the A rm y  R eserve in 1919 and 
finally discharged in O ctob er 1920. A fter his dis­
charge he w orked for C allan d er’ s C ables at Erith 
for 37 years, retiring in 1956 and becom ing a w ell- 
know n elder citizen o f  Belvedere, where his 
fam ily has lived for m any years. E x -R Q M S  F. G . 
Jaques represented the R egim ent at his funeral.

S h e r w o o d — O n F eb ruary 13, 1973, aged 77. M ajor 
H en ry Sherw ood, t d , w as educated at H arrow  
S ch ool and was com m issioned to  the 9th Battalion 
in 1914 at the outbreak o f  W o rld  W a r I. H e served 
w ith  the Battalion at S ittingbourne until O ctober 
19 14  w hen the Battalion w ent East for service in 
India and subsequently in M esopotam ia. In India 
he was stationed at D inapore, D u m  D u m , R aw al­

pindi, G hora Dhaka, Khanspur, Solon, Sabathu 
and Am bala. H e becam e quite acquainted w ith  the 
P indi-N ow shera road not only by m arching back 
and forth on m anoeuvres b ut also b eing w ith  the 
Battalion at Hasan A bd al when it was acting in a 
dem onstration role for a N epalese contingent.

In M esopotam ia he took part in the N e jif opera­
tions, an attack on the Jebel H am rin, the crossing 
o f  the Lesser Z ab and the final round-up o f  the 
T u rk s at Shargat. A fter dem obilisation in 1919 he 
served w ith  the Battalion until 1935 or 1936 having 
transferred to the T A  Reserve for a short period 
d uring those years. In 1939 he cam e back fr< ^ | 
Reserve again and served w ith the G unners, fii^ ^  
at W oolw ich and then in the W est C ountry.

H e had quite a unique personality, and was 
very popular; a m ost loyal D ie-H ard  w ho w ould 
do anything for his R egim ent, he was a m ost 
generous contributor to any regim ental appeal, 
such as w idow s’ flatlets, S t. P au l’s, the Regim ental 
Association, etc. H e was a devoted m em ber o f  his 
old Battalion’s Branch o f the Regim ental A sso ci-^ J ^  
ation and could be relied upon to turn up to fu n c­
tions so long as he was fit enough to do so. U n ­
fortunately, during the last year or m ore o f his life 
he was suffering from  ill health and had to restrict 
his jou rneying from  home. H e w ill be greatly 
missed by his old com rades.

(W ith  acknowledgements to L t.-C o l. G . L . Fox, 
t d ,  d l J

☆ ☆ ☆

Over a C en tu ry-o ld  Partnersh ip  . . .

i S r S O I l S  Like the Services- we have a  tradition to uphold, at the same time taking ad- 
,  vantage o f  scientific progress in this age o f  m echanisation, yet maintaining,

n n H  through a  special departm ent, a  personal and helpful link w ith ou r custom ers,4 k
U  I I U  whom  w e are ever willing to  advise and assist in the production o f  their jo u r n a ls ™ ’

D u i M t i M n '  T I n i n e m i o  I T n  th e  Adelphi. John Adam S t., London W C 2Nm n t  H I ?  J- rARSUNo L I D  S A Y . Telephone 01-839 7151. W orks at H as-
O  tm gs, Folkestone, Bexhill and Lewes.
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S ecretary ’s Notes
B e n e v o le n t  B a ses

D u rin g the quarter ended M arch  31, 1973, the 
sum  o f  £527 was expended from  the Charitable 
Fund in m aking grants to 39 ex-m em bers o f the 
Regim ent, or their dependants.

D o n a tio n s — C h a r ita b le  F u n d
^ fe T h e  secretary gratefu lly acknowledges donations

the C haritable Fund from  M rs. G . A . H. Bower, 
M ajor G . Bulloch, M rs. J. H . Clow es, M r. L . D . 
E ggleton, L t. D . M . IJverard, M r. J. G over, Capt. 
R. D . Jupp, M rs. F . O. A . Law rence, M ajor D . V. 
L ittlejohn, t d , M r. E . M alcouroune, M r. Allan 
M oo dy, M iss U na N u nn, M r. H. F. S tillw ell and 
M ajor M . W ild , m b e .

A . E . F . W .

*

E A L IN G  B R A N C H

It is w ith  regret that I have to announce the death 
o f  another o f ou r old m em bers. M r. Ernest Fisher 
(aged 81), late o f our 2/8th Battalion and the Royal 
W est Kents.

I cannot say m uch about E rnie’s history in the 
2/8th Battalion b ut his m em bership o f  Ealing 
Branch has been exem plary. H e was usually the 
first to pay his subs, first at ou r m eetings and first 
to put his hand in his pocket to help others.

H e was on his w ay to collect his O A P  w hen he 
collapsed and was found dead on arrival at hospital.

H e was crem ated at Breakspear Crem atorium  
and m y w ife and I and Ernie D uffield  attended on 
b ehalf o f the branch.

O u r chairm an, G eorge Ife, has had a bad time 
w ith  the “ old m an’s”  com plaint, bronchitis, and 
had to curtail his honeym oon after his w edding 
in February to M rs. A lice Jones o f  H anw ell. I 
visited him  last week and he looked ill b ut I pre­
scribed a glass o f  m y “ hom e b rew ed”  every night 

^ ^ n d  I am sure we shall see him  at our next m eeting.
I have had a letter from  Johnny Priske in Som erset 

and one from  B illy  C ook in Australia. B oth are well 
and send good wishes to all their comrades.

O u r old hom e is being turned into a youth centre 
and the local council are m aking a good job  o f it. 
I hope w e shall soon get official perm ission to m eet 
there again.

W e here are all pleased that the E ditor is back 
on his feet again after his stay in the “ H ilton” , 
and plenty o f  pow er to his elbow  in the future. 
B o b b y W illiam s has m ade good progress after his 
holiday at Paignton and asks m e to express his 
thanks to the Association for m aking his stay possible. 
W e hope soon to arrange his future hom e to be a 
perm anent one w ith som eone to keep an eye on him.

Brigadier John W hite is still in a hom e at H indhead 
m  his condition is stationary. 
n N o w  I go to m y chair for a bottle o f  real “ home 

b rew ” , as it is 11.30 a.m. and tim e for an old boy 
to say cheerio, D ie-H ards.

A l b e r t  W h i t e .

E ig h ty  Y e a r s  Y o u n g

(O de to Ealing Branch and others in this category) 
T h e re ’s nothing the m atter w ith  m e;
I ’m as healthy as can be.
M y  pulse is w orking, m y blood is thin,
B u t I ’m aw fu lly  w ell for the state I ’ m in.
I have arthritis in both knees;
W hen I talk, I talk w ith  a w heeze;
M y  m em ory’s failing, m y head’s in a spin,
But I ’m  aw fully w ell for the state I ’ m in.
Sleep is denied m e night after night,
But, oh, when I wake I find I ’ m all right.
I get up each m orning and dust o ff m y wits,
Pick up the paper and read the “ ob its” ;
I f  m y name is still m issing I know I ’m not dead. 
So I get a good breakfast and get back to bed. 
T h e  moral is this, as m y task I unfold,
T h a t for you and for m e, w ho are grow ing old, 
It’ s better to say “ I ’m fine”  w ith  a grin 
T h a n  to let folks know  w hat shape you  are in.

A . W .

H O R N S E Y  A N D  E N F IE L D  B R A N C H

T h e  tim e has com e round again to say “ H ello, 
D ie-H ards” , and wish you  all well.

W e at H ornsey, along w ith  you  all I am sure, 
are very pleased to hear C ol. W alden is out o f  
hospital and wish him  G od-speed  in a quick return 
to fitness once again.

A s  you  w ill have gathered from  m y last few  letters, 
we have been struggling a little at H ornsey, w e sent 
a letter to all the names and addresses in ou r book, 
some 200-odd, and so far have received rou ghly 30 
replies, including som e subs. Pretty encouraging, 
but w e do w ish the “ bodies”  w ould com e along and 
see us. W e now  m eet the first W ed nesd ay in  each 
m onth and look forward to new faces turning up! 
O ur A G M  is on W ednesday, M a y  5; let’ s hope it is 
a bum per one.

O n A pril 4 our m eeting brought together L t.-C o l. 
Sim pson, Bert M ellor, Stan H urlock, D ick  Stokes, 
w ho, incidentally, was 76 years “ y o u n g”  on the 5th 
(here’ s strength to yo u r elbow , Richard), and a w el­
com e return to H ornsey in the shape o f  C yril 
Evans from  A lb uhera Close.

I hope this means w e are goin g to see a few  m ore 
faces m ore frequently.

T h e  1/7th are holding their dinner on Saturday, 
A p ril 28, and you can rest assured w e shall tw ist a 
few  tails in an endeavour to get some o f them  calling 
in on ou r m onthly get-together.

W e all realise there are pressures o f  w ork on  a 
lot o f  us, and in m any cases distances between 
hom es and H ornsey m ake a regular v isit im possible, 
but w e are pressing for an occasional visit.

In any case, I hope you  all look at the addresses 
o f  all branches. Perhaps these are nearer to you ; 
i f  so, drop in, for I ’m sure you  w ill be very w elcom e.

A ll for now, so from  us all to you all— our sincere 
wishes.

A s ever,
L e s  H o s s l e n .
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M I L L  H IL L  B R A N C H

A nother A lb u h era D a y  has com e and gone, 
enabling a num ber o f  ou r m em bers w ho live too 
far aw ay to attend ou r m onthly m eetings to meet 
com rades and friends o f  yesteryear at the Regimental 
A nnual Reunion now held after the A lbuhera 
S ervice in St P a u l’s C athedral. It is always encourag­
ing to m eet once again a chap you  haven’ t seen for 
a decade or so and to relive the days when fences 
w ere m ade for ju m p in g over whereas now  w e can 
only lean on them .

A t S t P au l’s, the service was heard b y  D ie-H ards 
o f  all generations and in ou r Baptistry there was a 
m eeting o f four 4th Battalion veterans o f 19 14-18 , 
none o f  w hom  recognised each other but had interest­
ing recollections once introductions w ere made. 
T h e y  w ere M ajor G . S tew art-Sutherland, e x -C S M  
J. W alker, m m , w ho had both been m em bers of 
the battalion pierrot troop in 19 17, M r W . L . 
W alker and C harlie A sh b y  w ho was nursing the 
large R egim ental flag w hich was flown from  the high 
m ast on top o f  the old M idd lesex G uildhall on A lb u ­
hera D ay, an annual procedure introduced by Colonel 
W alden in his early days as Secretary o f  the R egi­
m ental Association. “ W a g ”  H am lin w ho was in 
India w ith  m e when he was a you n g soldier tra­
velled from  W allasey in C heshire. I hope he did 
not have to walk the length o f  the prom enade before 
he cau ght the train. It is seven m iles long w ith  one 
o f  its sw im m ing baths, the largest in the world. 
W a g  said he w ell rem em bered m e when I returned 
to India from  furlough. H e said I had put on so 
m uch w eight that when I got in the back o f  the 
tonga, I tipped the pony up in the shafts o ff the 
grou n d !; ex-S gt. E rnie C rook, d c m , who w on his 
decoration w ith  the 17th (1st Football) Battalion 
on D ecem ber 1, 1917, at the same action that Captain 
M cR ea d v-D ia rm id  w on his Victoria Cross was 
another old  veteran w ho m et friends in the Cathedral. 
(T h e  story o f  C aptain M cR ead y-D iarm id  w ill be 
found in the M u seu m  notes.) O n  the steps o f the 
C athedral ex -C p l. Joe Price o f  ou r 12th (Service) 
Battalion showed m e a copy o f  “ Red F o x ” , the journal 
o f  the 5th A rm y (19 16 -18 ) O ld  Com rades Association 
in  w hich was an account o f  his escapes as a P O W , 
w hich I found excellent reading. Joe was hoping to 
m eet B ob R yder, v c , w ho now  lives in H ucknall.

C aptain W . T .  H ughes, A R C M , was able to 
recall m em ories o f  her late husband to M rs H . R. P. 
A nson, whose husband, C aptain A nson, was killed 
w hilst A djutant o f the 8th Battalion in M ay, 1915. 
Both M rs A nson and M ike H ughes w ere in India 
w ith  the 1 st Battalion when her father, C aptain T . 
D aw , was the Q uarterm aster and her husband the 
A djutant.

A t Portchester H all two old soldiers w ho had 
originally served w ith  the Special R eserve at M ill 
H ill in 1910 before join ing the 2nd and 3rd B at­
talions respectively w ere M essrs. J. Shacker and A . S. 
Franklin. H ere it was good to see so m any D ie- 
H ards w ho w ere m aking their first attendance. T h e  
evening ended w ith  a good sing-song led b y  the 
dulcet tones o f H arry G rib b le , w ho w ith  D on 
Bradnam  was singing about som e unfortunate 
sergeant-m ajors whose parents have had a sad lack 
o f  m arriage certificates.

O ne veteran w ho can no longer travel around is

John Schlenker, d c m , m m , and bar, o f  the 4th 
Battalion. H e is now blind but receives visits from 
Bert T ro tt, that fit octogenarian, and Ernie O lney, 
both 7th Battalion veterans. Bert T ro tt attends all 
parades and social occasions as w ell as visiting our 
H eadquarters at Edgw are every week.

O n Albuhera D a y itself, after the sm all wreath- 
laying cerem ony when Colonel W alden placed a 
wreath to the m em ory o f the D ie-H ards w ho fought 
at A lb uhera on our m em orial in Inglis Barracks, a 
small party gathered in the canteen in the D rill 
H all, Edgware, where the bar was ab ly served by 
Ernie Colebeck and refreshm ents in clu d in g^ ^  
succulent plate o f curry  and rice prepared V k  
Charlie Banks, that gifted ch ef w e are so lucky to 
have at Deansbrook Road. Present w ere Colonel 
and M rs W alden, M ajor and M rs W aldron, Captain 
and M rs D on Jones, C harlie A sh b y (and dog), 
M rs Ivy  Clarke, “ K a te”  C arney, “ T ig e r ”  Griffiths,
M r and M rs Frank H am m ond, T im  Harrison, 
Fred Hawes, Len  Johnson, A lf  M ason, “ M a c ”  
M ackenzie, A rth u r M atthew s, T ic h  M ellor, ex-4 ttk 
Sgt. M oran, late 5th T A  Battalion— N O T  “ K ille r”^ ^  
M oran— Sgt. O ’Rawe, in uniform  and w earing the 
colourful badge o f  rank o f  an A rm y R ecruiter—  
the old C olour-Sergeant’s insignia— e x -C S M  Part­
ridge, late “ A ”  C o y  6 Q ueen ’ s Regim ent, Reg 
Reubins, R Q M S  Freddy Rooke, A C F , Pippa 
Seldon, Les and D o t Shrubb, John Soden, T e d  
Souch (“ A sh b y”  de la Zouch), A u b rey  Stapley, and 
C /Sgt. Stevens. O f  course, D ollie  and I were also 
there to raise our glasses to that incom parable 
regim ent o f men who bequeathed the im perishable 
soubriquet o f “ D ie-H ards”  to us grateful and proud 
m embers o f the R egim ent whose name is no longer 
shown in the A rm y List. A n  interesting m eeting 
took place between Les S hrub b, M M , and T ed  
Souch; it was thirty-three years ago that T e d  Souch, 
then a stretcher bearer with the i/7th Battalion, 
dressed the wounds and picked Les up when they 
w ere on the w ay to D unkirk beaches. T e d  a short 
tim e later was him self badly wounded. M y  intro­
duction when they m et was unnecessary!

T h e  branch is still robust although b y  the end o f 
the m onth o f  M ay a num ber o f individual m embers 
are feeling rather frail. O n b ehalf o f  all m embers 
o f  the M ill H ill Branch, I speed salutations to our^k 
brother branches and all w ho have had the privilegl^J 
o f serving in the finest regim ent o f any arm y.

M a j o r  D i c k  S m i t h .

W O s ’ A N D  S E R G E A N T S ’ B R A N C H
W hat good news we have o f the success o f the 

Branch during the last three m onths is overshadowed 
b y  the loss o f two o f ou r m em bers, C /Sgt. J. M ea- 
cock, 3rd Q ueen ’s R egim ent and late 1st Battalion, 
and C apt. Bill G reen, late 1st and 2nd Battalions.

Jack passed aw ay suddenly on M arch  28 in C yprus 
from  a heart attack and was laid to rest in T id w orth  
M ilitary  Cem etery on A p ril 6. U nfortunately, the 
final details o f the funeral w ere not know n to me 
in tim e for them to be passed on to m em bers, ami 
as I am unable to travel long distances we 
branch could not be represented at the service.

Jack did m uch to keep alive the traditions o f the 
D ie-H ards and m aintain the interest in the R egi­
m ental Association o f  those o f the M idd lesex Regi-
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m ent who, like him , had been absorbed into the 
Q ueen ’s w hen our R egim ent was disbanded, and 
was instrum ental in getting Bill Sm ith and Jack 
O ’Sullivan to join  the Branch. From  his m any letters 
to m e I saw he was a firm  believer in once a D ie- 
H ard, always a D ie-H ard.

Bill G reen, know n b y  us as “ D odger”  or “ G in ger” , 
passed aw ay on A pril 11 after a long illness and was 
crem ated at G olders G reen  Crem atorium  on A pril 
17. A m ong the m ourners present from the R egi­
m ental Association w ere the follow ing m em bers 
o f the B ranch: Pat M aloney, A lf  M ason, Bert 

J^ asley, D ick  Sm ith, Frank W aldron and m yself.
J ^ O u r  deepest sym pathy is extended to the families 

o f both our late comrades.
T h e  good news is that since the last issue o f  the 

Newsletter w e have w elcom ed in as new m em bers 
Bert Callaghan, Bob D yson, D ick  H arris, Eddie 
Johnson, and D arkie T ay lor, bringing ou r m em ber­
ship up to 70.

Attendances at our m onthly social evenings are

#well above the average for last year and, though 
some regular faces are som etim es missing, there 
have been fresh faces to take their places. W e look 
forward to the night when they all turn up together.

U nfortunately, the visit to our M arch  m eeting 
by the Portsm outh and G osport Branch had to be 
cancelled by them , as through circum stances b e­
yond their control only a few  o f their m em bers 
could make the journey. N evertheless, their visit 
is only postponed and w e are hoping that they can 
make it in July.

W e are all very pleased to see that C ol. “ Fan n y”  
W alden is now out o f  hospital and able to get about 
a bit, even though only with the aid o f tw o sticks, 
and sincerely hope that it will not be long before 
he can dispense w ith  their aid. H is lack o f m obility 
has not prevented him  from keeping up his interest 
in the branches for since his discharge from  hospital 
he has not only visited our Branch b ut also the M ill 
H ill Branch.

B y  the time these notes are printed and published 
the annual service at S t P au l’ s Cathedral and the 
Regim ental Reunion w ill have been held. W e all 
hope to m eet up w ith  some o f  our com rades at 
either or both these functions.

• Before closing m ay I ask i f  any reader o f these 
notes has any know ledge o f the address o f the 
fam ilies o f 23040547 C pl. R. D eb ley  and 23146049 
Pte. T .  R. Thom pson, w ho w ere killed in C yp ru s 
w hilst serving w ith  the 1st Battalion in 1956 and 
1957 and w ere buried in the M ilitary  Cem etery, 
N icosia. I have coloured photos o f  their graves sent 
to me by Jack M eacock about a m onth or so before 
he died, and he thought their fam ilies m ay like to see 
how  w ell kept their graves are and that they are not 
forgotten. I f  anyone can help it w ould be greatly 
appreciated.

G reetings to all D ie-H ards everyw here.
L e n  J o h n s o n .

1 /7th B A T T A L I O N  ( i 939-45) O C A

f^r/7th Battalion (1939-45) A nnual Reunion and 
inner took place at the T A  & V R  C entre, P riory 
Road, H ornsey, on S aturd ay, A p ril 28.
Brigadier Rackham  was in the chair and over 90 

m em bers attended.

T h e  occasion was m uch enjoyed b y all w ho atten­
ded. M ajor Frank W aldron was welcom ed as the 
new secretary o f  the Regimental Association.

M essages w ere to be sent to C o l. W alden, w ishing 
him  a full and speedy recovery from his recent illness, 
and o f congratulations to C ol. K enneth Johnson on 
his recent marriage.

T h e  chairm an thanked the m em bers o f the com ­
m ittee for all their hard work in  organising the 
reunion. W e hope to increase the num bers attending 
in future years.

M em bers are sincerely requested to encourage 
other m em bers o f the battalion, w ith  w hom  they are 
in touch, to attend.

T h e  date is constant— the last Saturd ay in A pril, 
so in 1974 it w ill be Saturday, A pril 27.

7 th  B A T T A L IO N  (1914-18) R E U N IO N  
D IN N E R , 1973

It was m y pleasure to be a guest at the dinner o f 
the 7th  Im perial Service Battalion veterans o f  W orld 
W ar I. T h ese  octogenarians and septuagenarians 
gathered on A pril 27 at the H eadquarters o f the 
R egim ental Association, Edgw are, under their chair­
m an, ex-C /S gt. J. A . Percival, a veteran o f 82 sum ­
m ers. O f  a total o f  40 at the table, 25 w ere soldiers w ho 
slogged through the m ud o f Flanders during the 
terrible winter o f  1915 and saw  the poppies bloom  
during the follow ing sum m ers.

T h ese  veterans, w ho had been recruited from  the 
tow ns and ham lets o f N orth M iddlesex six decades 
or m ore ago, rem inded m e o f the description, also 
w ritten years ago, “ A  w ild and lovely country this in 
olden tim es, haunted b y  w itches and warlocks, b y 
Egyptians and conjuring folk, as w ell as kings and 
queens and the grim  spectres that flitted around 
C om bat M oa t” .

T h e ir  bright eyes and m ischievous expressions 
convinced m e that there w ere still som e rare old 
conjurers about! A fter grace, w hich  it w as m y 
privilege to say, a greetings message from  M rs. 
Bow er, the w idow  o f the Battalion’s beloved M ajor 
G eoffrey Bow er, was read before w e took out seats. 
A  delightful dinner, prepared b y  that excellent chef, 
M r. C harlie Banks, was thoroughly enjoyed by all. 
T h e  Lo yal and R egim ental toasts w ere follow ed by 
that m ost solem n o f toasts “ O u r departed com rades” . 
I am sure that although so m any eyes m isted over at 
the m em ory o f those w ho grow  not old, the backs of 
the veterans becam e that little m ore erect.

A fter dinner a chat on old tim es, and old com rades- 
in-arm s, the grand volunteer soldiers o f 1914 gave 
their deep-felt thanks to their secretary', Stan Edge, 
d c m , and after vow ing to attend in 1974, w hen it 
is hoped to be a luncheon party, took their departure 
for hom e leaving behind at least one guest w ho felt 
hum ble and proud to have again m et such grand 
chaps w ho had added so m any battle honours to our 
roll o f glory.

M a j o r  D i c k  S m i t h .
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