
iJ h e  2 ) l e - ^ M l a r c l i

NEW SLETTER

No. 1i M AY 1972 PRICE 6p

Editor: C o l .  F . W A L D E N , M .B .E . ,  D .L . ,  T .  & A .V .R .  C e n t r e ,  

D e a n s b ro o k  R o a d , E d g w a r e , M id d le s e x .

AR M Y  COMMAND ST R U C TU R E 

CH ANGES

T h e  system  o f A rm y H om e C om m ands started 
in 1904-06 cam e to an end on A p ril 1 w ith  the 
establishm ent o f  H eadquarters, U nited  K ingdom  
Land Forces (U K L F ) .

A t the same tim e Southern C om m and, H ounslow , 
closed and A rm y S trategic C om m and was absorbed 
into the new H eadquarters, based at W ilton, near 
Salisbury.

H eadquarters, W estern C om m and, C hester, will 
close on A u gu st 1 and H eadquarters, N orthern  
C om m and, Y o rk , on D ecem ber 31.

T h e  A rm y Com m and structure in the U nited 
K ingdom  w ill then have been reduced from  four 
Com m and H eadquarters to one, and from  12 D istrict 
H eadquarters to 10. T h e  tw o reductions are to be 
achieved by incorporating the present East M idland 
D istrict (H eadquarters, N ottingham ) into Eastern 
D istrict (H eadquarters. C olchester) and by am al­
gam ating the present Y orksh ire (Yarm ), N orthum - 

J |M b ria n  (C atterick) and N orth  W est (Preston) D istricts 
to form  N orth East D istrict (H eadquarters, Y ork) 
and N orth  W est D istrict (H eadquarters, Preston).

Scotland and N orthern  Ireland D istricts w ill 
continue to be com m anded b y L t.-G en erals . South 
East D istrict (H eadquarters, A ldershot) has been 
upgraded to a L t.-G en era l’s com m and, w hilst the 
rem aining seven D istricts w ill continue to be 
com m anded by M ajor-G enerals.

T h e  first com m ander o f  the new headquarters 
is G eneral S ir Basil Eugster, form erly G O C -in -C , 
Southern C om m and, w ho w ill com m and all troops 
in the U nited  K ingdom — regulars, reservists and 
cadets. H e w ill be responsible for planning and 
m ounting the A rm y ’s part in overseas operations and 

/ d ^ th e  security o f the hom e base and, on M in istry  
'® ftructions, for A rm y mobilisation.

T h e  new headquarters is deliberately being kept 
small and com pact as it w ill be an executive head­
quarters and w ill not get involved in the day-to-day 
detail o f  administration, w hich  w ill be handled at 
district level. T h ere  w ill, therefore, b e a con­
siderable degree o f delegation o f authority, particu­

larly to D istrict Com m anders w ho, w ithout constant 
reference upw ards, w ill be able to take m any o f  the 
day-to-day decisions necessary for running the 
A rm y in the U nited  K ingdom . T h e y  w ill have far 
wider financial powers and, for the first tim e, their 
ow n financial advisers to help them . T h ese  advisers 
(district secretaries) and their staff w ill be an integral 
part o f the new district headquarters and w ill also 
m anage civilians em ployed b y  the A rm y in their 
districts.

So, 68 years after the E sher changes the A rm y in 
the U nited  K in gdom  has been reduced to one com ­
m and and 10 m ore-autonom ous districts to create a 
greater sense o f awareness and purpose at all levels, to 
im prove efficiency and m aintain the British A rm y as 
the finest professional force in the world.

O ne U K  com m and— and at the turn o f  the 
century there w ere 17 com m ands each headed b y  a 
Lieutenant-G eneral or a M ajor-G en eral!

P R E S E N T A T IO N  O F  N E W  C O L O U R S

T h e  presentation o f new  C olours, notified in the 
February issue o f  The D ie-H ards Newsletter as 
taking place at T id w o rth  on Saturday, June 24, 
1972, has had to be postponed until 1973.

A N N U A L  V IS IT  T O  M O N S  1972

Arrangem ents have been m ade for the v isit to 
M ons this year in connection w ith  the cerem onies 
com m em orating the 58th Anniversary- o f  the Battle 
o f  M ons to take place from  M on day, A u gu st, 21 to 
T h u rsd a y, A u gu st 24.

T h o se interested in m aking this im pressive 
pilgrim age should get in touch w ith  the secretary 
o f the R egim ental Association for furth er details.
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REGIMENTAL MUSEUM

Curator : M ajor R . IV. J .  S m ith , M B E , T A  &  V R  Centre, Deansbrook R d ., Edgzvare, M iddx .

T h e  follow ing are recent acquisitions for the 
m useum  :

Photograph and discharge docum ents o f  Sgt. P. 
R edm ond, 57th Foot.

Presentation clock, shooting m edals, etc., o f  ex- 
S gt. A . A . Jones.

M edals o f  the late C p l. C . V . T ig h e , D C M , 17th 
(F irst Football) Battalion.

PH O TO GRAPH  AND DISCHARGE DOCUM EN TS OF SG T. P. 

REDM OND, 57TH  FOOT

Peter Redm ond enlisted into the 57th (W est 
M idd lesex) R egim ent o f  F oot on M arch  7, 1846, 
at the age o f  17 10 12 years, w hen the R egim ent was 
serving in the East Indies, as the garrison o f  India 
was referred to at that tim e. H e rem ained w ith  the 
D epo t C om pany for his recruit training at W eedon 
after crossing from  D u blin , his hom e and place o f 
enlistm ent.

W hen  the service com panies arrived hom e, they 
w ere at first stationed in Brom pton Barracks, 
C hatham , w here th ey w ere join ed  b y  the depot. 
T h e  C om m anding O fficer, L t.-C o l. G eorge E. 
Jones, k h  (K n igh t o f  the Royal H anoverian G uelphic 
O rder) had preceded it overland, and was the first 
com m anding officer o f  the Regim ent to be seen by 
the you n g  recruit. A  w eek after the 57th had 
assem bled at C hatham  th ey m arched to C an terb ury 
w ith  you n g  1879 Pte. Peter R edm ond, a sprightly 
chap o f  5ft sin , taking his place in the colum n w ith 
the veterans o f  India, N e w  S outh W ales and a few' 
w'ho had fou gh t in the Peninsula. T w o  m onths later 
he w as again on the m arch, this tim e to D o ver, and 
in A p ril 1847, he travelled on the railw ay to W eedon, 
from  w'hich station he had the honour o f  m arching 
w ith  his regim ent through L o n don , led b y  the new 
C om m an din g O fficer, L t.-C o l. H arry Shakespeare 
P hillips, w ho had w on g lo ry  at the battles o f Budde- 
w al, A liw al and Sobraon, the latter battle w'ith great 
distinction. T h e  conqueror o f  A liw al, S ir H arry 
Sm ith , said o f  h im , “ H e was the coolest fellow  under 
fire, and the hottest out o f  it, he ever m et” . T h e  57th 
m ust have been pretty hot, too, as the C O  sold his 
com m ission after one year in com m and and died in

1849!
T h e  easy life  in English garrisons cam e to an end 

in A p ril 1848, w'hen the 57th w ere ordered to D u blin  
to reinforce the troops in Ireland to deal w ith  “ the 
trou ble”  caused b y  W illiam  Sm ith  O ’ Brien, who, 
after b eing sentenced to death, had the penalty 
com m uted to transportation to Tasm ania. From  
D u blin , you n g Peter, w ith  the 57th, w ent the rounds 
o f  tow ns and villages so w ell know n b y  the British 
A rm y  until 1922— and som e v ery  w ell know n today, 
E nniskillen, Londonderry, O m agh, Rathm elton, 
Ballyshannon, Belleek, M oh ill and Ballynannon. 
A s  w ell as learning how  to becom e good soldiers,

the 57th w ere also learning how' to becom e police­
men and firemen. In A ugust 1849, the to w r^ H  
Ballyshannon was saved from  destruction by 
b y a com pany o f the 57th who, after putting out the 
conflagration, had the duty o f protecting the property 
from looters who appeared as soon as danger was 
past. In Cavan three private soldiers w ere m en­
tioned by name in Regim ental and Com m and 
Orders for their creditable conduct in assisting the 
police. F ou r m onths later, the 57th earned the 
gratitude o f Lord Enniskillen and the tow nsfolk o f ^ ^  
Enniskillen in saving the town from  fire, his L o r d s h i p l^  
writing, “ T h e  heroes o f A lb uhera w’ill carry w ith 
them  the lasting gratitude o f the inhabitants of 
Enniskillen” . A  m onth later the Regim ent re­
turned to D ublin  where again it extinguished a b ig 
fire at Sum m er H ill and M ou ntjoy Square. F or this 
conduct, the D uke o f W ellington  w rote that he con­
sidered it “ in the highest degree creditable to them  
as British soldiers” . Pte. R edm ond was having his 
share o f activities in all respects— soldier, policem an 
and fireman.

T h ere  was also plenty o f cerem onial going on, 
as w ell as more onerous duties. T h e  G eneral 
Officer Com m anding D u blin  D istrict at that tim e 
was H R H  Prince G eorge o f C am bridge, later our 
C olonel-in-C hief, H R H  the D u ke o f C am bridge, 
and it was he w ho held the half-yearly inspections.
It is w ell known that he could be irascible in his later 
years and the writer o f these notes wonders i f  he was 
not a little tetchy in his earlier days. It was at this 
date that the 57th regim ental quick step was a ltered ; 
the one usually played was said to be “ A ll drum  and 
damned n oise!”  O u r records do not say w ho made 
that remark, so one can only wonder.

M ovin g in 1851 to K ilkenny, know n as “ T h e ^ ^  
M arble C ity ”  due to the thirteenth century cath e d ra i^ ^  
built o f black marble and its m arble works, Peter 
was treading ground fam iliar to the R egim ent, it 
having been stationed there previously in 1775 and 
1819. H ere he saw an influx o f recruits, our records 
saying “ Recruiting was energetically carried on, 
several strapping young paupers in the K ilken n y 
workhouse took the shilling to the m utual satis­
faction o f the ratepayers and the 57th recruiting 
sergeants” . T h e  Regim ent m ay have needed m ore 
firemen as, five m onths after the recruiting spree, 
the detachm ent at W exford  again assisted in extin­
guishing a fire and saving valuable property. T o  the 
sorrow o f the inhabitants, w ho held the 57th in 
great respect, the R egim ent m arched aw ay to C ork 
in A ugust 1852. T h e  next year Peter Redm ond 
w ith  his regim ent to C orfu , the largest o f the I o n ^ J  
Isles, where, old soldiers declare, the story o f the 
M editerranean virgin  originated, the island being 
noted for its goats! Prior to leaving C ork, Pte. 
Redm ond was to see the presentation o f new C olours 
to  the R egim ent b y  L o rd  H ardinge, w ho had 
succeeded as C om m an der-in -C h ief on the death of

the D u ke o f W ellington. F ield-M arshal Lord 
H ardinge was C olonel o f the 57th from  M ay 1843 
until his death in D ecem ber 1856. It was he, when 
defeat was im m inent, w ho turned the tide o f affairs 
at the Battle o f  A lbuhera by, on his ow n responsi­
bility as a staff officer, bringing up S ir  L o w ry 
C o le ’s division to attack the French flank. H e is 
one o f  the R egim ent’s m ost illustrious officers.

A fter 17 m onths’ service in C o rfu , considered in 
those days to be a good station, the R egim ent was 
ordered for service in T u rk ey  where preparations

*e being m ade for the invasion o f the Crim ea, 
only did Peter, now' a soldier o f  service and 

experience, have extra equipm ent to wear, he also 
had a m oustache. F or years, the upper lip  had to 
be shaved, b ut now  it becam e optional, and later, 
as can be seen by photographs and prints o f our 
troops in the C rim ea, shaving becam e a m atter left 
to the discretion o f the officer com m anding.

Peter R edm ond arrived in the C rim ea in Septem ber

• 1854, w hen the com m anding officer, a w ell-loved 
m an, was T h om a s L eigh  G oldie, w ho had com ­
m anded since A u gu st 1848. H e was appointed 
brigadier im m ediately he joined the F ield  Force 
and was m ortally w'ounded at Inkerm an on N ovem ber 
5, 1854. T h e  Russian bullet w hich  killed him  is 
now  on display in the R egim ental M useum . T h e  
com m anding officer w ho succeeded Brigadier G oldie 
was a gallant and devout man, T h om as Shadforth, 
whose father had been w ounded at A lb uhera and 
w hose tw o brothers w ere serving in the Regim ent. 
H e w as in com m and o f  the attack on the Redan, 
June 18, 1855, and was leading the assault w hen he 
was killed w'ithin a few  yards o f the abattis. Peter 
had leaders o f  m en, and men o f courage to view' 
w hichever w a y  he turned his head in the Regim ent. 
(C ol. Sh ad forth ’s grandson, M ajor F. E . D ay, 
served for six  years in the ranks o f the M iddlesex 
Regim ent. H e also inherited his grandsire’s courage 
and leadership, being killed in action in a bayonet 
charge at G iven ch y, D ecem b er 22, 19 14.) Pte. 
R edm ond served for 18 m onths in the theatre of 
w ar and was then posted to M alta where the R egim ent 
served until M a y  1858, w hen it w ent to Bom bay. 
T w o  years later, February i860, Pte. R edm ond was 
presented w ith  the T u rk ish  m edal for the C rim ea, to 

j ^ a d d  to the British C rim ea m edal already proudly 
worn b y  him . N in e m onths later he was on board a 
transport on his w ay to N e w  Zealand w here he was 
to earn another cam paign m edal.

A fter tw o m onths at sea, w hen one officer and 
nine m en died and a disaster was prevented by S M  
C um m ins, w ho, w ith  a few  N C O s  and m en, put out 
a fire on board, the Regim ent arrived at Taranaki. 
G eorge C um m ins had been prom oted sergeant- 
m ajor, the appointm ent w e now  know as R S M , from 
O R C  after the death o f S M  Fallon on the Redan, 
June 18, 1855, when his com m anding officer, L t.-C o l. 
S hadforth, also was killed. (S M  Fallon was the 
grandfather o f C S M  D o rricott, m c , o f ou r 2nd 
Battalion, w ho was killed in action on the first day 

the Som m e, July 1, 1916.) T h e y  w ere soon in 
H ^ tion  against the rebel M aori. A t  this tim e the 

M aori w ere fighters and cannibals w ith  a reputation 
o f being the w ildest and m ost intractable race known. 
T h e y  w ere q uick  to react to the treatm ent they re­
ceived. I f  consideration w as show n to them , they 
w ere appreciative, peaceful and tractable. I f  treated 
harshly, th ey exacted a terrible revenge, slaying and 
eating their oppressors.

A fter tw o m onths o f fighting in the bush, hostilities 
ceased and C p l. R edm ond was able to settle dow'n 
and enjoy the beautifu l scenery o f N ew  Zealand, or 
“ A o T e a  R oa” , the long w hite cloud, w hich is 
the M aori name for this country. In July 1861, he 
was a m em ber o f the detachm ent sent to W anganui. 
T w o  years later, tw o officers and seven rank and file 
w ere am bushed, only one m an escaping w ith  his 
life. T h is  m eant war again as it was the M aori custom  
to announce their intention to open up hostilities 
by m aking such an attack. T h e  action caused fury 
am ong Sgt. R edm ond and his com rades o f the 57th. 
T h e y  w ere soon in action at Pontoko, where Ensign 
D ow n and D m r. Stagpoole each w on the V ictoria 
Cross, the first o f the two occasions the R egim ent 
have w'on this coveted decoration tw ice in one 
action; in each case a drum m er w'as a recipient. 
T h ere  were also actions at the K atikara River, 
O akura and num erous other places. S gt. Redm ond 
and the soldiers o f the 57th w ere trojan fighters as 
can be gathered from  the w ritings o f  C o l. “ M ao ri”  
H am ilton-Brow ne. “ C lose up behind these m arched, 
in line, a com pany o f the 57th, the old D ie-H ard s, 
w hose fathers had fought at A lbuhera as these m en 
had fought at Inkerm an and the Redan. O h ! but 
m y heart did  beat fast at the sight o f  their gallant 
Irish faces, for at that tim e hardly an Englishm an was 
in the Regim ent, as they sw ung through ou r skirm ish­
ing line and advanced to the grim  and silent Pah—  
and w ith  a yell w'ilder even than the M aori war- 
cries, every man able to m ove rushed forw ard. A t 
the double, how ling for blood, the supporting 
com panies rush past— Y e ll on yell goes up, the shots 
lessen, the bayonets flash, the sm oke blow's away, 
and wre can see the w'ild Irish, cheering like mad, 
pouring through the breach into the trench” . T h e  
“ strapping you n g paupers”  from  the K ilk en n y  
workhouse had certainly been taught their business 
b y  the veterans o f Sgt. Redm ond’s ilk, w ho had 
soldiered w ell in peace and fought m anfully in war.

M in o r w ounds and the hard service Sgt. R edm ond 
had suffered caused his health to deteriorate to such 
an extent that he was m arked as “ B eing unfit for 
future service”  in January 1865, w'hilst at W anganui, 
and he was finally discharged under authority o f the 
H orse G uards (W ar Office) in June that year, re­
ceiving a pension o f  1 6d per diem . H is discharge 
parchm ent says “ H is character and condu ct have 
been ‘very goo d ’ and should had he not been p ro­
m oted w'ould have been in possession o f  four (4) 
G ood  C on duct stripes” . T h e  C om m anding O fficer 
at that date w-as R obert A braham  L ogan, c b , w ho 
com m anded during the absence o f C o l. W arre on 
staff duties. H e w'as the son o f C apt. Patrick Logan, 
a 57th Peninsula veteran and explorer in  Australia, 
w'ho was m urdered b y  the natives in N e w  South 
W ales in 1830. F ive years later, the m edal for those 
w ho had served during the fighting in N e w  Zealand 
was given to m en o f the R egim ent. T h e  m edal, 
as in the case o f the M ilitary  G eneral S ervice medal 
for the Peninsula Wrar, wras aw arded only to those 
w'ho survived the cam paign.

T h e  photograph shows Peter Redm ond in the 
uniform  o f the R oyal H ospital, C helsea, his three 
m edals w ith  very worn ribbons and the N ew  Z ea­
land m edal on a floral suspension bar instead o f  the 
unm istakable “ eucalyptus”  pattern suspension bar 
unique to this m edal. (W hen the w riter o f this 
b rie f article on a m ost interesting period o f  our 
history saw' the photograph, his m em ory ju m p ed  to
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P e t e r  M c R a e
& C O M P A N Y  L IM IT E D

L ife A ssurance Consultants 

Insurance an d  M ortgage Brokers

14-16 West Street, East Grinstead, 
Sussex

Telephone: East Grinstead 25977

Did you know  that besides protecting 

your family, life assurance can assist in 

other fields, such as education, house 

purchase, pension, and estate du ty? We 

specialise in the needs o f service person­

nel and w ou ld  be pleased to advise.

W e make no charges

W e also have departm ents specialising  

in other form s of general insurances 

w hich  are at your service

C /Sgt. G eorge G ardiner, V C , D C M , w hose group of 
m edals was purchased b y the M idd lesex R egim ent 
D epo t 22 years ago. T h e  T u rk ish  C rim ea medal in 
the group is suspended from  the pattern particular to 
the N ew  Zealand m edal, instead o f from  a ring. N o 
doubt, the shades o f the tw o 57th C rim ea veterans, 
both Irish, are chuckling at the quandary.) In- 
Pensioner Peter R edm ond looks out, v ery  alert 
w earing a fu ll set o f  whiskers, snow -w hite as is the 
thatch on top, w ith  the confidence o f a soldier, 
tried and not found w anting. T h e  photograph, 
w ith  his docum ents, are now  in the care o f  his old 
C orp s, a rem inder o f  the years that stir the pride of 
tod a y’s D ie-H ards.

Presented by his grand-niece, M iss Zealia M cK ave.

PRESENTATION C LO C K , SH O O TIN G M ED ALS, E T C ., OF EX- 

SG T. A . A . JONES

T h e  clock, a pendulum , W estm inster chim es, oak- 
cased tim epiece w as presented to  S gt. A . A . Jones 
on his discharge in 1934. O n  a brass plate is the 
inscription “ T o  S erjt A . Jones from  the m em bers 
o f  the Serjeants M ess, 2nd Bn T h e  M idd lesex  R egi­
m ent (D C O ) on his leavin g the Regim ent, 1934” - 
A t  this tim e the rank was, in all battalion orders, etc., 
in the 2nd Battalion, spelt w ith  a “ j ” , the original 
spelling o f the w ord. It was, and is, the practice to 
present a m em ber o f  the M ess leaving the service, 
a token o f  appreciation. In the m ajority o f  cases, 
it was a tim epiece. T h e  m edals are (a) a small silver 
m edal inscribed “ 1st Bn M x  N ovices Tournam ent, 
G ravesend, Feb 1920, M idd le W eigh t; W inner, Pte 
A . Jones, ‘D ’ C o y ” ; (b) a sm all silver m edal with 
the 77th  badge and inscription “ A  C o y  Javelin, 1st

Pte Jones” ; (c) a silver m edal inscribed “ 2nd Bn 
M iddlesex R egt Runners up, Bangalore C u p , 1924. 
L /C pl. A . Jones” ; (d) a bronze M altese cross of 
the A rm y Rifle Association, inscribed “ W inners 
R uthven C u p  1930 S C R A ” . A ll the above, w ith the 
exception o f (a), w ere w on w hilst serving w ith  the 
2nd Battalion in India. Sgt. Jones originally en­
listed, w ell under age, in 1915 join ing T h e  Black 
W atch and was in the trenches that year. H e had 
run away from  hom e to jo in  the arm y, but was 
discovered b y his m other on reading a new spaper 
report on his returning hom e w ounded. S he clairm ^  
him  out. H e was soon off again, this tim e en lis^ J I 
under the name o f M artingdale (L /16 515) and, after 
serving w ith  the 6th Battalion at C hatham , joined 
the 23rd (Second Football) Battalion in France in 
June 1916. H e later served w ith  the 18th Battalion. 
A t  the end o f the w ar in 1918 he was at M on s w hen 
he was sent to  M ill H ill, and, in A p ril 1919, w ent to 
Russia w ith  N o. 1 Special C om pany, until the Force 
returned to G ravesend at the end o f  the year. A fter 
a short time w ith  the 1st Battalion, he was p o s t e d i  
to the 2nd Battalion in C airo , serving w ith  that 
Battalion in E gypt, Singapore, India, the Sudan and 
C olchester until being discharged at his ow n request 
on a m odified pension. M an y o f the Battalion of 
those days w ill rem em ber his son, K e n n y  Jones, 
w ho was the Battalion mascot, dressed in regim ental 
colours at all our football m atches and regim ental 
events. K en n y was killed in C rete  w hilst serving 
w ith  the Black W atch. Sgt. Jones was called up on 
the outbreak o f war in 1939 and served w ith  the 
“ D esert Rats”  during the w ar in the desert, as 
A /R S M  w ith 58 C om pany R A S C . H ere he received 
serious injuries, causing him  to be discharged w ith  a 
7 0 %  disability pension, w ith w hich he now  lives 
quietly at Leigh-on-Sea.

Presented by 6189268 ex-Sgt. A . A . Jones.

MEDALS OF THE LATE C P L . C. V . TIG H E , D C M , 17 T H  

(FIRST f o o t b a l l )  BATTALIO N

T h is  group o f medals consists o f the D istinguished 
C on d u ct M edal, 19 14 -15  Star, British W a r M edal 
and V icto ry  M edal. A ll are engraved to F/453,
C . V . T igh e, in the rank o f C orporal, w ith  the 
exception o f the 19 14 -15  Star w hich shows his rank - 
as Lance-C orporal. T h e  award o f the decoration ■ 
appeared in The London Gazette, January 1, 1918, 
and was in recognition o f his gallantry during the 
Battle o f C am brai, N ovem ber 20 to D ecem ber 3,
1917. “ C am brai, 19 17”  is one o f the R egim ent’s 
“ C o lo u r”  H onours, and one o f the six aw arded to 
this first-class Battalion. D u rin g its short existence 
the 17th (Service) Battalion (F irst Football), T h e  
M iddlesex Regim ent, w on m any awards for bravery, 
including the V ictoria Cross, b y  C apt. A . M . C . M c- 
Ready-D iarm id. T h e  Battalion was raised b y  the 
Rt. H on. W . Joynson-H icks, m p , in D ecem ber 1914, 
and joined the B E F  in France in N o vem b er 1915. 
O n one occasion the Battalion football team  con ­
sisted o f L /C pl. Jack D oran (Irish international); 
C pl. P. G allacher (Tottenham  H otspur); Pte.
S pick  (N ottingham  Forest); Pte. J. W ebster ( W e ™  
H am ); S M  T o m m y G ibson  (N ottingham  Forest); 
Pte. J. W oodhouse (Brighton and H ove); Pte. J. 
D odds (G rim sby); Pte. D . K e n n y  (G rim sby); 
C apt. Percy Barnsfather, captain o f  the team  (C ro y­
don C om m on); Pte. Sam m y N u ttall (M illw all) and 
Pte. Stew art (C royd on C om m on).

W hen  S ir  D ouglas H aig, under instructions from 
the A rm y C ouncil, reduc ;d the num ber o f battalions 
in each division, the Regim ent lost five o f those with 
the B E F , 3/ioth (T F ), n t h ,  12th, 16th and 17th, 
the officers and other ranks being posted to other 
battalions in the R egim ent where possible and to 
line regim ents w ithin their division. T h ese  b at­
talions lost their identity in the A rm y L ist, but they 
retain their glory and pride as did C pl. T ig h e  until 
his decease.

Presented by M r. F . W. Dawson

O w in g to lack o f space further gifts received will 
be acknow ledged in the next Newsletter.

F R E E  N E W S L E T T E R S

|  T h e  E ditor wishes to thank M r. D . G . Bennett, 
M ajor P. D onovan, m b e , M r. T .  Em erson, L t.-C o l. 
H . P. Lam bert, C /S gt. J. M eacock, C apt. P. C . 
P rescott-R ichardson, M r. S . F. S ib ley  and M r. 
A . F. W right, m b e , for their generosity in paying 
extra subscriptions so that free copies o f  The Die- 
Hards Newsletter can be sent to deserving O ld 
Com rades.

FORTHCOMING

EVENTS

Date 

Sunday, July 16

Sunday, July 30

M onday, A u gu st 21 

^ ^ iu rs d a y , A u gu st 24

W ednesday, A u gu st 30

Sunday, S eptem ber 24

T H E  M ID D L E S E X  R E G I M E N T  G O L F IN G  

S O C IE T Y  

S P R IN G  M E E T I N G  1972

A lth o u gh  the w eather was not too kind, a very 
successful m eeting was held on the course o f the 
N orth  H ants G o lf  C lu b , Fleet, on Friday, M a y  5, 
w hen a total o f 18 took part.

W e w ere very pleased indeed to w elcom e M ajor 
G eoffrey M ason, w ho com m ands the A lbuhera 
C om pany at Shorncliffe and last played regim ental 
g o lf when serving w ith  th e 1st Battalion in H ong 
K o n g  at the tim e o f  the K orean W ar, and M ajor 
D avid  Pike, w ho is a new com er to these m eetings.

W e w ere also pleased to m eet up w ith  Brigadier 
N eville  Procter again. H e lives at F leet and never 
fails to pay us a v isit during ou r spring and autum n 
meetings. Between the wars he was one o f ou r best 
golfers and regularly played in the regim ental teams 
in the A rm y G olfing Cham pionships.

T h e  ch ief features o f this m eeting w ere the ex ­
cellent scratch score by M r. C harlie  M atthew s in 
w inning the Singles M edal C om petition, and the 
success o f L t.-C o l. T o m  C hattey in all three com ­
petitions.

T h e  detailed results, each decided over 18 holes, 
w ere as follow s:

M e d a l  C o m p e titio n — S c r a tc h  a n d  H a n d ic a p

Event

A ttendance o f  m em bers of 
the Regim ental A ssoci­
ation at the A n n ual Parade 
on H orse G uards o f  the 
Belgian O C A  in G reat 
Britain.

Party to P layer’s League 
M atch  (M id dlesex v. 
Som erset) at L o rd ’s.

V isit to M on s for cere­
m onies in connection w ith  
the 58th anniversary of 
the Battle o f  M ons.

Party to G rand C oncert, 
R n eller H all.

S um m er O u tin g— V isit to 
W hipsnade.

Scratch H ’cap N et
M r. C . D . M atthew s (winner,

scratch and T ransvaal C u p) 78 10 68
L t.-C o l. T .  VV. C h attey  (runner-

up, scratch and winner, handi­
cap and D arjeeling C u p) 91 16 75

L t.-C o l. J. R. B. W orton (runner-
u p, handicap) 92 16 76

L t.-C o l. C . N . C layd en 96 20 76
M ajor G . G o rin g . . 99 20 79
M r. A . G . T o rr ie 97 16 81
M ajor G . M ason 105 24 81
M rs. H. K . H ardcastle 99 17 82
M ajor C . W . Sum m ers 105 23 82
M ajor A . R. Bisset 95 11 84
M aster H ow ard C layden U S 30 85
M ajor J. I. D . Pike 115 24 91
C ap t. R . J. T arran t 1 16 92
B dsm . R . F . Abraham s h i 18 93
M rs. C . N . C layden 146 36 110
M r. E. Johnson (D ivot) 136 24 112
M r. T .  F . Jones N R 10 N R

S ta b le fo r d  F o u r s o m e s
Points

C ap t. R . J. T arran t and M r. T . F . Jones (w inners,
C oo per C up) 32

L t.-C o l. C . N . C layd en  and L t.- C o l. T .  VV. C hattey
(runners-up) 32

M r. C . D . M atthew s and M rs. H ardcastle 30
M r. A . G . T o rr ie  and M aster H ow ard C layd en 27
M ajor G . M ason and M ajo r G . G o rin g 26
M ajor J. I. D . P ike and M ajo r C . VV. Sum m ers 26
Bdsm . R. F. Abraham s and M ajoi: A . R. B isset 25
L t. J. R. B. W orton and M ajo r H . K . H ardcastle 18
M rs. C . N . C layd en  and M r. E. Johnson 6

H id d e n  H o le s  C o m p e titio n

M r. C . D . M atthew s (winner)
L t.-C o l. T .  VV. C h a ttey  (rur.ner-up)
M ajor A . R. Bisset
L t.-C o l. C . N . C layd en
M r. A . G . T orrie
M ajo r G . M ason
M rs. H . K . Ilardcastle
L t.-C o l. J. R. B. W orton
Bdsm . R. F. Abraham s
M ajo r J. I. D . Pike
M a jo r C . W . Sum m ers
M aster H ow ard C layd en
C ap t. R. J. T arran t
M ajo r G . G o rin g . .
M r. E. Johnson 
M rs. C . N . C layd en

32
34

36
36
38
41
47
48

A t the conclusion o f the m eeting, M rs “ T o ssie”  
W orton very kindly presented the prizes.
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PERSONAL JOTTINGS

O n A p ril 5, a telegram  was sent to ou r senior 
“ P othook” , B rigadier Freddy Baker, in celebration 
o f his 77th  birthday, to w hich  he replied “ G reetings 
to you and all D ie-H ards and Pothooks on this m y 
77th birthday” .

W e  w ere very pleased to hear that that old 2nd 
Battalion com rade ex -C p l. R. W . Baker (6199467) 
w ho had been on the sick list through a heart attack 
at C hristm as tim e, is now m uch better and eager 
to get back to w ork again.

In a letter received recently, C apt. H arry Barstow 
apologises for his failure to attend ou r various 
functions at present since he is now  a student at 
S t. L u k e ’s C ollege, Exeter. H e prom ises to rem edy 
this as soon as his studies are com pleted.

S ince A p ril, C apt. Bob Bartlett has been seconded 
for a tou r o f  d uty w ith  the A b u  D habi D efence 
Force.

W e w ere very sorry to hear that one o f ou r older 
m em bers o f the Regim ental Association and regular 
Newsletter reader, A . C . Bate, w ho lives at H ove, 
Sussex, is at present unable to attend any o f our 
functions in London ow in g to a fractured hip. W e 
w ish him  a speedy recovery and look forw ard to 
seeing him  again soon.

E arlier this year w e heard that ex-Pte. John 
Berrym an (6195665) who, between the w ars, served 
for 12 years w ith  the C olours, m ostly w ith  the 2nd 
Battalion in India, had had to give up w ork on the 
advice o f  his doctor. H e is now livin g on a retirem ent 
pension in a council house at Islew orth, M iddlesex.

A t Easter-tim e w e m anaged to get in touch w ith 
ex -S gt. H. W . Bolden (G , 41228) w ho was badly 
w ounded on the first day o f  the Battle o f  the Som m e, 
July 1, 1916, w hen serving w ith  the 2nd Battalion. 
H e is now  livin g in M ill H ill and so w e are hoping 
that w e shall see m ore o f  him  in the future.

E x -C  Sgt. J. “ G in g er”  Bream e (6204927), who 
now  lives at Farnborough, H ants, sends best wishes 
to all his old friends and com rades, and hopes to 
v isit us soon.

D an C av ill (6201835), one o f the m ost loyal sup­
porters o f o u r R egim ental Association, w ould like 
to hear from  any o f  the 1st Battalion w ho w ere 
captured w ith him  in H ong K o n g  and later incar­
cerated in Osaka Prison C am p.

A n y  letters addressed to D an, c/o M iddlesex 
Regim ental Association, w ill be forw arded on to 
him .

L t.-C o l. N orm an C layden  was posted to H ead­
q uarters, U nited K ingdom  Lan d Forces, on its 
form ation on A p ril 1 last, as a G S O  2.

O ne o f  our H ong K o n g  veterans, C y ril C o x  
(6200934) in a letter from  H em el H em pstead re­
cently, sent his best wishes to all his old friends.

M ajor G eorge Dawson, w ho is em ployed as a ^ P  
tired officer at the S taff C ollege, C am berley, figured 
prom inently in the press recently when he m ade a 
m arvellous m odel for the official portrait o f Field- 
M arshal Viscou nt M ontgom ery b y  that famous 
artist, T eren ce C uneo, for the S taff College.

T h e  F ield  M arshal loaned the artist his original 
desert beret, pullover and shirt, from  his private 
collection for the m odel to  wear. T h e  fam ous beret, 
however, was tw o sizes too small. L u ck ily , M ajor! 
D awson was able to provide a beret o f  his size with 
the G eneral O fficer’s and T an k  C orps badges on it 
w hich he was able to wear.

L t. “ T a p s ”  Eastap writes to let us know  that he 
was unable to attend the A lb uhera Service o f R e­
m em brance in St. P au l’s C athedral or the A nnual 
Reunion this year ow ing to the fact that his Battalion 
w ould be in Canada at that tim e. H e hopes to visit 
us at Edgware later in the year. In the m eantim e, 
he sends his best wishes to all his friends.

C ongratulations to e x -W 0 2  Brian E dey (22671574) 
form erly o f the 1st Battalion, on being granted a 
Short Service C om m ission as a S econd-L ieutenant 
w ith effect from  February 12, 1972.

H e has been posted to, and is serving w ith, 3rd 
Battalion T h e  R oyal Anglian  Regim ent in G erm any.

W e are very pleased to be able to report that C ol. 
D esm ond Ellis, who had a very successful operation 
earlier this year, has now  recovered and is under­
going a period o f convalescence. O n account o f this 
w e shall miss him  at the various A lb u h era weekend 
functions, w hich he norm ally attends so regularly.

W e send our heartiest congratulations to L t. R. 
G ancz on his prom otion to C aptain w ith effect 
from January 22 last.

In a letter received recently, ex-S gt. John H all, 
one o f our 2, 8th Battalion veterans o f  the last war, 
stated that he had been on the sick list since 
February follow ing a major opertion, but that he 
hoped to be resum ing w ork soon.

O ne o f ou r recent new readers, ex -C p l. E . S. 
H annant (6136182), has expressed h im self as eager 
to join the M ill H ill Branch o f the D ie-H ard s C lu b , 
and it is hoped that, if  he has not already done s ^  
he w ill be enrolled shortly. H e served in the 21^^ 
Battalion in Prance during the early part o f the 
1939-45 w ar and was evacuated via D u nkirk  in 1940.

W . R. (Bum py) H ills (6700507), one o f  ou r H ong 
K o n g  veterans, has been in touch w ith  us recently 
w ith  a view  to m aking a presentation to the Regi-
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m ental M useum , w hich w e shall be very pleased in­
deed to receive. H e is now living at Exm outh, in 
D evon.

C apt. J. D . Jonklaas, who was serving with 2 
Q u een ’s in G erm any, has been posted for a tour of 
duty at the D ivisional D epo t at Bassingbourn.

E x-C p l. T o m  K im b er (TF/1622) is another 
loyal old com rade who keeps in close touch with his 
Branch o f the Regim ental Association. N o w  living 
at Brixton he served in the i/ io th , 2/ioth and 3/ioth

f fctalions as w ell as doing a stint w ith  the 19th 
t. Paneras) Battalion T h e  London Regiment.
He enrolled in the i/ io th  Battalion in 1913 and 

was badly w ounded in France in the 19 14 -18  war. 
D u rin g  his service he was a keen drum m er, and 
was, in fact, the solo drum m er in both the 2/ioth 
and 3/ioth Battalions. H e continued as such after 
his discharge in D ecem ber 1919 in a civilian C orps of 
D rum s, w hich was later honoured with the title of

• “ T h e  C ity  o f London D ru m s” . D u rin g the 1939-45 
war he served in the H om e Guard.

L t.-C o l. Brian M arciandi, on com pletion o f his 
period in com m and o f the Junior Infantrym an’s 
Battalion at Shorncliffe, was appointed a G S O  1 at 
the new ly-form ed H eadquarters, U nited K ingdom  
Land Forces, on A p ril 1 last.

Recently on the radio program m e “ W here are 
you n ow ?”  James A lexand er M cM u llin , late o f 
H Q  C om pany Signals Section o f  the 1st Battalion, 
was anxious to trace any o f his form er colleagues o f 
1947. A t  that tim e the Battalion was stationed at 
R ensburg in B A O R . A nyone w ho w ould like to get 
in touch w ith  him  should w rite to 1 Bayford Road, 
Littleham pton, Sussex.

Sgt. R . L . M ead (23887501), at present serving 
w ith  2 Q u een ’s, is still a v ery  keen D ie-H ard  and 
always keeps in touch. In a letter received quite 
recently he stated that he was going up to Berlin, 
together w ith  his R S M  and four others, to keep 
A lb uhera D a y with the m any D ie-H ard s serving in 
1 Q ueen ’s.

E x-S gt. John M olbu ry (10905), a form er m em ber 
o f the 3rd Battalion, em igrated to A m erica after the 
1914-18 w ar and is now settled in Florida. In a 
recent letter he sent his best wishes to all D ie-H ards.

C apt. Peter Packham , w ho was form erly serving 
w ith 1 Q ueen ’s, is now  in N orthern Ireland attached 
to H Q  39 Infantry Brigade.

T h o se  w ho w ere serving in the 2/8th Battalion 
during the early part o f the 1939-45 w ar w ill be 
very sorry indeed to learn that their popular M edical 
O fficer at that tim e, C apt. Ivan Page, has died in 

.«Australia. T h is  sad news cam e to us through a 
<®riend o f C ol. D esm ond Ellis livin g  in Sydney. 

A pparently, shortly after the w ar “ D o c ”  Page re­
turned to A ustralia, and practised m edicine for about 
10 years. T h e n  in i960 he gave up m edicine in 
order to take control o f  the large fam ily interests 
centred around G rafton, some 470 m iles from 
Sydney.

O n com pletion o f his tour o f duty on the staff at 
H Q  F A R E L F , C apt. Roger Pitm an has been posted 
to 2 Q ueen ’s in G erm any.

E x-Pte. “ G in g er”  Rochester, a 2nd Battalion 
signaller o f  Ahm ednagar days, has recently had a 
serious operation from  w hich, we are pleased to be 
able to report, he has fu lly  recovered. H e sends his 
best wishes to all D ie-H ards.

W ritin g from  St. P au l’s C ray , K en t, w here he 
lives, Fred Shepherd (6198766), a survivor o f  H T  
Lancastria when she was bom bed and sunk during 
the evacuation from  France in 1940, sends his 
salutations to his m any friends, especially those in 
the M ill H ill Branch.

E x-C p l. D . W . S topp (22308723), that stalw art 
o f the P R  I shop, called in at R H Q  E dgw are recently 
to tell us that he was em igrating to A ustralia, where 
he was taking up a S ecurity appointm ent w ith  an 
Australian firm in N ew  S outh W ales.

A s we go to press news has reached us that ex-S gt. 
“ Paddy”  W alker, w ho served in “ B ”  C om pan y o f 
the new 1st Battalion in N orthern  Ireland during 
the last war, is recovering from  a severe operation 
w hich he has had to undergo.

T h e  Regim ental M useum  at B ruce C astle  con ­
tinues to attract a num ber o f ou r old soldiers. Q uite 
recently we m et Charles W ard ( T F  3241) there. 
D u rin g the 1914-18 war he served in the i/7th , 2/7th, 
3/7th and 4, 7th Battalions (T F ). H is brother, F . W . 
W ard (L / 14220), was a Regular soldier in the 4th 
Battalion and fought at M ons in A u gu st 1914.

In a recent telephone conversation, Frank W ookey 
(6201000), one o f  ou r H ong K o n g  veterans and a 
survivor o f the Lisbon M aru, sent his best wishes 
to all his old com rades, m any o f  w hom  he hoped to 
m eet at the A nnual Reunion.

P E T S  G R A V E S  IN  IN G L IS  B A R R A C K S

T h e  E ditor is m ost gratefu l to those readers 
w ho have been kind enough to w rite to him  in 
response to the request w h ich  he m ade in last 
N o vem b er’s Newsletter. H e hopes shortly  to have 
enough inform ation to be able to decide to whom  
all these pets belonged.
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O B I T U A R Y

It is w ith  deep regret that w e have to announce
that the follow ing have d ie d :

B i r d s a l l — In D ecem ber 19 71, ex -F itter G unner 
-Albert V icto r Birdsall, aged 77. H e enlisted into 
the 2 7th  (T F )  Battalion on its form ation in S ep­
tem ber 19 14 and served w ith  it at hom e and in 
G ib raltar until A u gu st 1915, when, as a signaller, 
he was transferred w ith  a draft o f  specialists to 
1 7th Battalion, then serving w ith  the B E F  in 
France. In view  o f  his civilian trade o f fitter 
engineer and the heavy dem and b y  the Royal 
A rtillery o f  experienced fitters after the heavy 
fighting in 1916, he was in F eb ruary 19 17 trans­
ferred to the R oyal G arrison A rtillery  and re­
mained w ith  a H eavy Battery7 until he w as dis­
em bodied in June 1919.

B o e d r y — O n  M arch  31, 1972, Joseph Bernard
Boedry, aged 60. Joe Boedry, a staunch m em ber 
o f the M ill H ill Branch o f the D ie-H ard s C lu b , 
was a soldier, sailor and patriot o f three nations. 
A t  the outbreak o f  war in 1939 he was serving with 
the French Foreign  L egion, being released to join 
the Belgian A rm y w hen his cou ntry was overrun. 
O n  the G erm an occupation o f Belgium  in 1940 
he escaped to E ngland and im m ediately enrolled 
w ith  the British Forces. H e w as then attached to 
the Free French M ercantile M arine. H is m ilitary 
service was w ith  “ B ”  C om p an y, 1st M iddlesex 
H om e G u ard  until the “ Stand D o w n ”  in 1956. 
H is services w ere rewarded w ith tw o C ro ix  de 
G u erre  (Belgian and French), in addition to 
Belgian, British and French w ar m edals, his 
m uch-bem edalled chest calling for com m ent when 
he was w earing all his aw7ards. T h e  friendship 
between Belgian nationals in L ondon and our 
soldiers is largely due to the kindness and en­
couragem ent o f Joe, w ho w ill be sadly m issed by 
so m any o f  ou r old com rades.

B o w e r — O n N o vem b er 15, 1971, C apt. C hristopher 
W alter Bow er. H e was com m issioned into 
the 2 7th  (T F )  Battalion, w h ich  was form ed in 
Septem ber 1914, and it was a disappointm ent 
to him  that, ow ing to poor vision, he was unable 
to serve overseas w ith  the Battalion when it was 
sent to relieve the i/7th (T F )  Battalion as part 
o f the garrison o f G ib raltar. A t  the tim e o f his 
death he had been a m em ber o f the Regim ental 
O fficers’ C lu b  for som e years.

C a t t e l l — O n M ay 10, 1972, in a nursing hom e after 
a long illness, Betty, beloved w ife o f M ajor 
Bernard K . C attell, form erly 2/ioth  (T F )  B at­
talion.

D o b b s — O n  A p ril 22, 1972, passed peacefully to rest 
at S t. Leon ard ’s H ospital, R ingw ood, H ants, 
M ay , beloved  w ife o f  M ajor J. E. D obb s, M C.

F u l l e r — O n  January 1 6 , i 97 2 > e x -R S M  Edw ard 
F u ller, aged 63. Sam  Fuller, a m ost popular 
and pub lic-spirited m an, w ill be sadly m issed by

his num erous friends and b y  the sponsors of 
appeals from  our R egim ental Association, which 
he supported w hole-heartedly. H is tall figure 
and benign manner endeared him to all w ho served 
w ith  him, both in T h e  M iddlesex R egim ent and 
T h e  Princess L o u ise ’s Kensington Regim ent 
w7as also a firm supporter o f the latter. H e 
listed at the D epot in D ecem ber 1931 and, on 
com pletion o f his recruits’ training, he was 
posted to the 2nd Battalion. H e served w ith 
that Battalion until D ecem ber 1938 when he was 
posted to the 1st Battalion in H ong K ong. R e­
turning to the U K  in February 1940 he was posted 
to 2nd Battalion T h e  Princess L o u ise ’s K en sin g­
ton Regim ent, then being m obilised for active 
service. H e served w ith  that Battalion in Iceland 
and N orth W est Europe until the end o f the war. 
A fter the w ar he was seconded for service w ith 
F A R E L F  but, ow ing to ill health, he was posted 
to the H om e Establishm ent in M arch  1950 and 
eventually as a P S  I to the 5 th (T A ) Battalion T h e  
Q ueen ’s Regim ent where he received the w ritten 
appreciation o f his com m anding officer for the 
excellent w'ork he had done in the m ilitary train­
ing o f the N C O s  and soldiers. H e was discharged 
with a disability pension in D ecem ber 1953.

G u n n e l l — O n M arch  1, 1972, after a short illness 
Jean Lesley, beloved w ife o f L t.-C o l. J. D. 
G unnell, t d .

L a t h a m — O n N ovem ber 24, 19 71, C apt. R oger D . 
Latham , aged 71 . W ith seven other officers he 
was com m issioned into the Regim ent from  the 
Royal M ilitary  C ollege, Sandhurst, on A u gu st 21, 
1918, and was posted to the 52nd (Graduated) 
Battalion stationed at T averham  C am p, near N o r­
wich. S hortly before the A rm istice he joined the 
B E F  in France but he was not there long as he 
was posted to the pool o f  officers at Clipstone 
C am p, near M ansfield, form ed by the 5th (Special 
Reserve) Battalion, w hence those w ith Regular 
com m issions were posted to the R egular B at­
talions then re-form ing on the Peace E stab­
lishm ent. Roger Latham  w ent to the 3rd B at­
talion and served w ith  that Battalion in the British 
A rm y o f  the Rhine until he resigned his com ­
m ission and joined the R eserve o f Officers in 
1920. A t  the outbreak o f  the 1939-45 w ar he re­

joined the R egim ent in the rank o f C aptain and 
served on the staff of the M G T C  at M ill H ill. 
Between the wars and after the 1939-45 conflict 
he had a very successful career as an actor, both 
on the stage and in films, under the nam e of 
R oger M axw ell. H e was a keen and m ost co m ^  
petent sportsman, especially as a w icket-keep e^  
at cricket and as a goalkeeper at hockey, in both 
o f w hich he was o f C ou n ty  standard. Fie was 
also a very keen golfer and, as a strong supporter 
o f the Regim ental G olfing S ociety, he played 
regularly in the Spring and A utum n m eetings, 
where he was a m ost popular figure, as was his
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Royal M arine H ospital am bulance w hich always 
accom panied him. H e had a w onderfully keen 
sense o f hum our w hich attracted a w ide circle of 
friends. T h is  is borne out by the follow ing w rite­
up in the G o lf International for the w eek ending 
A p ril 15, 1972, w hich is published by kind per­
m ission o f the E ditor:

“ R oger M axw ell, break-in artiste suprem e, has 
died. T w o  o f his best friends, Peter A lliss and 
H edley M uscroft, raised a respectful hat at the 
sad news. ‘A  great character’ , said Peter. M r.

^ ^ F a xw e ll was a retired actor and his last part was
| ^ h a t  o f  a Russian C olonel in the film D r. Zhivago. 

W hen he quit w ork he followed go lf and used an 
am bulance to help break in to events. H e always 
paid for his ticket, but after the tournam ent. ‘H e 
entertained in his am bulance’ , says Peter. ‘T h e  
year I w on the A gfa  at Stoke Poges he invited me 
in for smoked salmon and he had a m agnificent 
cocktail cabinet inside that am bulance’ . A n  
am bulance, w ith  bell ringing, is alm ost certainly 

 ̂ the best m ethod o f  bursting into the British 
O pen. Officials w ou ld n ’t dream o f  asking for a 
ticket and M r. M axw ell always w ore the desperate 
look o f  a driver bent on saving the b ody from 
further loss o f  blood. It worked every time. N o w  
he’s died in the Isle o f M an. H e ’ll be missed by 
the go lf follow ers w ho know  a character when 
they see one” .

M a i l e — O n  M arch  8 , 1972, ex-Pte. R obert Ekins 
M aile, aged 86. H e enlisted in the Regim ent on 
the outbreak o f w ar in A u gu st 19 14 and was 
posted to the 12th (Service) Battalion w hich was 
then form ing. H e w ent to France w ith  the B a t*  
talion in 1915 and served w ith  it until July 1916 
when he was wounded in the Som m e battles. O n 
recovery he was posted to the 4th Battalion and 
rem ained w ith it until O ctober 19 17 w hen he 
was again wounded during the fighting at Passchen- 
daele. H is wounds this tim e w ere so severe that, at 
the end o f 1917, he was discharged as m edically 
unfit for m ilitary service. H is last years w ere spent 
at Portsm outh where he enjoyed the com pany of 
m any m em bers o f the Portsm outh and G osport 
Branch. H e was, in fact, a m em ber o f the M ill 

k H ill Branch, and was a good correspondent and 
kept in touch w ith R egim ental affairs.

N a i s h — O n  February 11 , i 972> ex -C /S gt. Charles 
Ernest N aish, aged 88. H e was a V olunteer o f 
the old school and was serving w ith  the 2nd 
V o lu n teer Battalion, T h e  D u ke o f C am b ridge’s 
O w n  (M iddlesex Regiment) prior to the form ation

o f the T erritoria l Force in A p ril 1908 when this 
Battalion becam e the 7th  (T F )  Battalion. A  
sergeant o f  tw o years seniority in 1914 he was 
appointed C om pan y Q uarterm aster Sergeant on 
the introduction o f that rank in the T erritoria l 
Force. H e served throughout the 1914-18 war, 
and was discharged at the end o f  1918. For m any 
years afterw ards he was an active m em ber o f the 
7th  Battalion O ld  C om rades C lu b , arranging their 
reunions until age and failing sight caused him  to 
be less active. In civilian life he was a printer, 
w orking for the Evening Standard for 20 years 
and the Sunday Times for 10 years.

N e i g h b o u r — O n February 25, 1972, ex-D m r. 
W illiam  J. N eighbour. H e  enrolled in the 8th 
(T F )  Battalion as a D ru m m er in  19 11 and served 
until he was dem obilised in 1919.

S a w y e r — O n  February 12, 1972, e x -C S M  H arry 
Saw yer, d c m , aged 76. “ B u n n y”  S aw yer was a 
stalwart o f  our senior T erritoria l Battalion, having 
enrolled in the 7th  (T F )  Battalion in 1913 at the 
age o f 17. D u rin g  the 1914-18 w ar he was aw arded 
the D C M  for gallantry on M a y  5, 1917, at the 
3rd Battle o f the Scarpe. H e was discharged as 
m edically unfit in January 1919 and this pre­
vented him  from  continuing as a T erritoria l 
soldier. H e then joined the Special C onstabulary 
and eventually was aw arded the Special C o n ­
stabulary L o n g  S ervice M edal for his services. 
D u rin g  the 1939-45 w ar he served w ith  the 27th 
(Reserve) Battalion during the w hole o f its 
existence, holding the rank o f C S M . H e was a 
v ery  regim entally m inded person and his b right 
and cheerful face w ill be sadly m issed b y  his 
m any old comrades.

Y o u n g — O n January 24, 1972, ex-Pte. A . Y ou n g, 
aged 74. H e joined the third line o f ou r 9th (T F )  
Battalion in  June 1915 and in January o f  the follow ­
ing year he was drafted to the 2/ioth  (T F )  B at­
talion, w ho w ere reorganising after G allip o li and 
preparing for the cam paign in E gyp t and Palestine. 
H e fought through all the M id d le  East battles 
w ith  this Battalion until it was disbanded in 
A u gu st 1918. T h e n  he jo in ed  the i/7th  B at­
talion T h e  R oyal W elch  Fusiliers and rem ained 
w ith  that Battalion until A u gu st 1919 w hen the 
T erritoria l Force was disem bodied.

A part from  his w ar m edals he w as also in posses­
sion o f  the Im perial S ervice M ed a l w hich he 
was aw arded for his services to  the com m unity 
after his return to civil life.

☆

*  Parsons 
and 

Printing

O ver a C en tu ry-o ld  P a rtn e rsh ip . . .
L ik e  th e  Services, w e h ave  a  tra d i tio n  to  u p h o ld , a t  th e  sa m e  tim e  ta k in g  a d ­
v a n ta g e  o f  sc ien tific  p ro g ress  in  th is  ag e  o f  m e c h a n isa tio n , ye t m a in ta in in g , 
th ro u g h  a  special d e p a r tm e n t,  a  p e rso n a l a n d  h e lp fu l l in k  w ith  o u r  cu s to m ers , 
w h o m  w e a re  ever w illing  to  a d v ise  a n d  assist in th e  p ro d u c tio n  o f  th e ir  jo u rn a ls  
r  1 n i n o m i A  1 T n  1116 Adelphi, John Adam  S t ., London W C 2NI. J. PAKoUNd LIU 6  AY . Telephone 01-839 7151. W orks at H a s­

tings, Folkestone, B exhill and Lewes.
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ASSOCIATION NEWS

Secretary’s Notes
B e n e v o le n t  C a s e s

D u rin g  the q uarter ended M arch  31, 1972, the 
sum  o f  £694 50 was expended from  the C haritable 
Fund in grants to 36 ex-m em bers o f the Regim ent or 
their dependants.

D o n a tio n s — C h a r ita b le  F u n d

T h e  Secretary gratefu lly  acknowledges donations 
to the C haritable Fund from  M r. W . Beyer, M r. 
D . E. S . C avill, M r. R. P. C hapm an, C ol. A . S . J. de 
S . C layton , d l , C apt. W . E. H . G rayb u rn , m c , M r. 
J. J. T .  H all, M r. R. T .  G . H aylett, M r. G . C . 
H erbert, M r. E . Johnson, M r. and M rs. A . A . 
Jones, M r. and M rs. E . D . M alcouronne, M r. E. 
O rm e, C apt. P. C . Prescott-R ichardson, C apt. Q . T . 
Robinson, M r. D . R. Sankey, M r. H. F. Stilw ell, 
M r. D . V incent, m m , M ajor M . W ild , m b e , and 
M ajor D . M . W . Y oun g.

H o u n s lo w  B r a n c h — C h a n g e  o f  S e c r e ta r y

O w in g  to unforeseen circum stances, M r. G ordon 
Y o u n g  has had to vacate the post o f H onorary S ec­
retary o f the H ounslow  Branch, w hich  he has so 
ably filled for such a com paratively short time.

T h e  new S ecretary is M r. G . Large, 9 M onarch 
C lose, Feltham , M idd lesex, and w e send him  our 
best wishes for a successful term  o f office.

R e g im e n t a l  G o o d s — R e v is e d  P r ic e s

O w in g  to the increase in the cost o f  production 
it has been necessary to raise the cost o f the follow ­
in g to the price, w hich  includes postage, shown 
against each:

Badges, B lazer . . . . . . . . £ i ’5o
C ar .................................................£2-5°

T ies , Regim ental (O ld Pattern)
T ery len e  . . . . £0-55

,, ,, (N ew  Pattern) T ery len e  £0-55
,, ,, (N ew  Pattern) S ilk  . .  £ 1 1 0

M id d le s e x  K e n s in g to n  R e g im e n t a l  A s s o c ia t io n s

A  very enjoyable “ get-to gether”  was held at 190 
H am m ersm ith R oad, L ondon W 6, on Friday, 
A p ril 14, and was attended b y a goodly n um ber from 
both Associations, including ou r m ost senior C helsea 
Pensioner, C  S gt. C ornelius K in g.

F . W .

E A L IN G  B R A N C H

T h e re  is not m uch to say this quarter about the 
B ranch except that w e are tw o less num bers since the 
last Newsletter. Sad  to have to report the death of 
M r. W . (Bill) N eigh bo u r o f  H ayes, M iddlesex, 
and M r. S . (M aud) F letch er, o f  M elksham , W ilt­
shire. Both w ere m em bers o f  the 8th Battalion 
D ru m s 1 9 1 1, and after dem obilisation in 1919 
entered into the business side o f the com m unity. 
Bill N eigh b o u r had a coffee shop opposite the 
station at H ayes and I am sure m any an ex -D ie-H a rd  
has called in and had som e liqu id  refreshm ent before 
heading tow ards one or other o f  the factories in the 
d istrict. H e retired from  the shop about 1968.

Sid Fletcher was a builder and decorator in 
H anw ell, and after a successful business career he 
returned to M elksham , W ilts. H e kept in touch b y 
post but never came up to our m eetings.

W e had a good A .G .M . in M arch  and 5 0 %  o f  the 
Branch turned up. A lthough w e w ere not very com ­
fortable and had to sit w ith  our overcoats on, w e had 
a good old “ natter”  about old tim es after the official 
m eeting was over. I am glad to report that j f l t  
m em bers o f  the Branch w ere assisted from  the furare 
o f  the Association and both are very grateful. 
“ T h ere  b ut for the G race o f  G o d  go I”  is a very true 
quotation and w e should all rem em ber it. A ll the 
best to readers o f the Newsletter.

A l b e r t  W h i t e

P O R T S M O U T H  A N D  G O S P O R T  B R A N C H

M eetings have been held regularly each m onth 
since the last issue, sparsely attended b y  the few , the 
few  being Peggy O ’N eill, Bert H astie, N oel Peters, 
L o fty  L ow e, and m yself, ably assisted by the ladies, 
mesdames M cN eill, Charles, D eans and Buckle.

Socially, things are slack, b ut w e do round the 
evenings off w ith a good old natter and an occasional 
game o f  darts. B y this we keep the flag flying in the 
hope that we shall get some o f the old faces back 
again.

W e had a welcom e visit at our M arch  m eeting from  
C ol. and M rs. W alden accom panied b y  M ajor and 
M rs. H oneybun. T h is  visit m ade a pleasant evening, 
and we hope that they enjoyed them selves. A lso at 
this m eeting we w ere pleased to w elcom e back to the 
fold M r. C harlie K ennett, together w ith  his w ife and 
daughter. W e are now  m aking final arrangem ents for 
our visit to the A lb uhera Service and Reunion, to 
w hich w e hope to bring the usual party.

T h is , I think, is one o f the things that helps to 
keep the Branch alive, as individ ually  we w ould 
find it hard to attend these functions, w hen w e look 
forw ard to seeing our ex-com rades.

W e w ere pleased to see that L es  H oneyb un was 
w ell on the w ay to recovery; also w e have news that 
Jack D eans is on the m end and, w ith  a b it o f  lu c k ,^  
w ill be able to be w ith  us on our visit. ™

R. M c N .

9th B A T T A L IO N  B R A N C H

A s this letter is on the w ay to the Press the Branch 
w ill shortly be sitting dow n to the annual dinner at 
the V icto ry  C lub . So far, the response to ou r letter 
re the dinner sent in M arch  has been v ery  good. 
A ctually , 80 persons w ill be at the dinner— one of 
the highest figures in recent years.

W e have also received the subscriptions and dona­
tions from  m any m em bers. For all this w e are 
exceedingly grateful.

W ith  all this also com es news, and sadly w e have to 
report the deaths o f the follow ing m em bers: 
W hym an, G . Y ou n g, F. C . Stevens, P. N . H it c h c o c k  
and C . O . Fraser. T h e  last m em ber, C . O . P'raser, 
was on holiday in Spain w ith  his brother L eslie  
w hen he died. O u r deepest sym pathy goes to the 
relatives o f  the above.

Rem iniscent o f  past years in our history, S tanley 
T im m s, w ho joined the Battalion in 19 12, has sent a
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copy o f Battalion O rders headed as such by L t.-C o l. 
J. L . B lum feld, C om m anding 9th Battalion D u ke o f 
C am bridge O w n (M iddlesex Regim ent) for the quarter 
ending June 30, 1912.

A  few  o f  the item s are, the week-end cam ps to 
Pirbright, a Battalion m arch to M ill H ill for the 
weekend, the annual cam p at Falm er, near Brighton, 
for a fortnight, and church parades.

F or drill order bandoliers w ere worn and on other 
occasions the w eb bing belts, braces, and pouches.

F or register keeping on the ranges an allowance 
^ ^ s .  6d. half day and 3s. 6d. for the w hole day was

A ll the new recruits join ing the Battalion, those 
discharged free m edically unfit, discharged on pay­
m ent o f £  1, etc. are enum erated under the heading o f 
“ C asualty L is t” ! O f  the recruits, the follow ing are 
know n to us at the present tim e: S. W . T im m s, H . L. 
C raker, P. F ice and W . D . Fitzgerald. A  good many 
others have been reported dead and the rest we have 
lost trace of.

R .S .M . L . D rinkw ater, w ho died a few  years ago, 
^ ^ w a s t h e n a  C olour-Sergeant and the honorary secre­

tary o f the sports club.
M r. T im m s also sent a copy o f the “ B rie f H istory 

o f the 53rd Indian Infantry B rigade”  w hilst in 
M esopotam ia from  N ovem ber 1917 to A ugust 1919» 
w hich is very interesting reading. T h e  Brigade was 
com posed o f  the 9th M iddlesex, i/3rd G urkhas, 
1/7th G urkhas and 1/89 Punjabis. T h e  history o f the 
N e jf  blockade is given. H ere we saw one o f the ancient 
biblical cities w hich, then, was not visited b y m any 
Christians, only b y  the M oham m edans. W e also 
passed through the land w hich was inhabited b y  the 
H ittites long before the birth o f  C hrist. A  section of 
the British M useum  is devoted to that area.

W ith  this book M r. T im m s also sent copies o f the 
Baghdad Times and the Basrah Times printed in 
1918. A n  article dealing w ith  the G erm an s’ intention 
o f capturing Baghdad is related, also a very7 good 
description o f N ajaf (or N e jf) is given in another 
article.

A ll these docum ents w ill be handed to M ajor 
Sm ith for inclusion in the M useum  and, perhaps, 
could be perused, by persons interested.

W e hope to see you at St. Paul’s on M a y  13 and/or 
at the Reunion at Porchester H all on the evening of 
that day. O u r best wishes to all.

R. T .  M .

W O s A N D  S E R G E A N T S  B R A N C H

W e did not, I am sorry to say, get o ff to a very 
good start to 1972, due, I im agine, to the fact that our 
January m eeting was held so soon after the Christm as 
and N e w  Y ear festivities and the fear o f  a black-out 
period during the tim es our m eetings w ere held. 
Lu ckily , though, this fear proved groundless as we 
had clear periods in our area on the dates on w hich 
ou r m eetings were held. T h ere  w as an im provem ent 
at the A p ril m eeting, when the attendance w as 21, 

^^ta/en though several o f  our regulars w ere unable to 
"BRtend ow ing to having other com m itm ents that 

evening.
W e w7ere all deeply grieved to hear o f  the passing of 

M rs. J. G unnell. C ol. and M rs. G un n ell had m any 
friends am ong the m em bers o f the Branch and it 
w as always a pleasure to see them  at the functions 
they attended. T h o u g h  these visits w ere few  they

alw-ays rem arked on the pleasure and enjoym ent they 
derived from  m eeting up w ith  their old friends.

F or the first tim e since the form ation o f our Branch 
we have been forced to cancel a m onthly m eeting, as 
ou r M ay  m eeting clashes w ith  the Regim ental 
A nnual Reunion w hich takes place on M a y  13. 
N evertheless, as w e shall be m eeting up at St. 
P au l’s C athedral and Porchester H all on that date, 
w e shall not miss it so m uch.

O u r A .G .M . was held on the evening o f  ou r A pril 
m eeting, when m yself and Ernie C olebeck w ere re­
elected as hon. secretary’ and hon. treasurer re­
spectively and Stan H urlock and Peter Edwards 
elected as com m ittee m em bers. W ith  their help 
I am looking forw ard to a successful year, and b y  the 
w ay they took over after the A .G .M . closed, I am 
sure m y hopes w ill not be in vain.

I am pleased to report that ou r invalids o f  1971 are 
all progressing. O u r chairm an, L e s H oneybun, is 
now’ able to get about w ithout a stick and is back to 
business; Jim D avis is able to  get about a b it; Pat 
M aloney is p lodding along w ith  h alf his bellows, 
Peter Edwards is getting about O K ,  and, m yself, I 
am able to take part in things a little m ore than I 
have in the past.

T h e  first quarter o f  1972, like that o f  previous 
years, has been on the quiet side, an excuse I am 
using for not being able to contribute a m ore lengthy 
epistle, so I end b y  sending to all D ie-H ards every­
where our v ery  best wishes for good health and good 
fortune and to all Branches continued success.

L e n  J o h n s o n

t o l l i n g  a  £ t 4 .

FLORISTS

MEMBERS o f INTERFLORA
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where throughout 
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