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A Y R  E X P A N S I O N

G overnm ent plans for the T erritoria l A rm y 
Volunteer Reserve, presently about 50,000 strong, is 
to expand it b y  10,500 men b y  the addition o f  a 
second Y eom anry arm oured car regim ent, to be 
raised in the north and Scotland, and 20 unit head­
quarters and 77 com pany-strength sub-units w ith  an 
infantry role.

T h e  unit headquarters and sub-units are to be 
form ed on the m ajority o f  the cadres, each o f eight 
all ranks, w hich rem ained after the disbandm ent o f 
Category I I I  o f the T  &  A V R  in early 1969.

U nlike the form er C ategory I I I  units, the new 
infantry headquarters and sub-units w ill form  part of 
the present G roup  A  o f the T  &  A V R  and w ill have 
the same call-out liability as the rest o f  G roup  A . 
T h e y  w ill be given m odem  weapons, dress and other 
equipm ent.

T h e  arm oured car regim ent w ill be eligible to train 
overseas every third year and w ill have the higher

Kraining obligation o f  existing G roup  A  units— 15 
ays in cam p plus 12 days out-of-cam p training, 
w ith  additional voluntary training o f  12 days out o f 

cam p and 30 tw o-hour drill periods.
It is not envisaged that the new units in the infantry 

role w ill train overseas and they w ill have a training 
obligation o f 15 days in cam p plus six days out o f 
cam p w ith additional voluntary training am ounting to 
four days out o f cam p and 30 tw o-hour drill periods.

M ost o f the units in  the in fantry role w ill be 
form ed on existing infantry cadres.

In accordance w ith  the above the cadre o f  10th 
(T ) Battalion T h e  Q ueen ’s Regim ent has now 
becom e “ A ”  C om pany (M iddlesex) o f  the new ly- 
raised 6th (V ) Battalion T h e  Q ueen ’s R egim ent, and 
is based at the T  &  A V R  C entre, E dgw are, under the 
com m and o f M ajor M . J. Beaum ont.

Since its form ation its first priority has been 
recruiting and, w ith  this firm ly in  m ind, an “ Open 
D a y ”  was held at Edgw are on Saturday, A pril 3, 
w hen the M ayor o f the L ondon Borough o f Barnet 
form ally reopened the C entre b y  cutting a tape at the

front entrance. A t this official cerem ony the M ay o r 
was supported b y  the Colonel o f the Regim ent, 
L t.-G en era l S ir R ichard C raddock. A lso present 
w ere Col. F. W alden, representing the D e p u ty  
Colonel (M iddlesex) T h e  Q u een ’s R egim ent, w ho 
was unavoidably unable to be present, L t.-C o l. J. D . 
G unnell, the last Com m anding O fficer o f 10th (T ) 
Battalion T h e  Q u een ’s Regim ent, L t.-C o l. D . G . 
W ilson, Com m anding 6th (V ) Battalion T h e  Q ueen ’s 
Regim ent, M ajor A . H . W arde, Second-in-C om m and 
6th (V ) Battalion T h e  Q ueen ’s Regim ent, M ajor M . 
B. G irling, T ra in in g  M ajor 6th (V ) Battalion T h e  
Q u een ’s Regim ent, and M ajor M . J. Beaum ont.

S U M M E R  O U T IN G  19 71
It has been necessary to alter the date o f  the S u m ­

m er O uting to the W indsor Safari Park from  Sunday, 
June 13 to Sunday, Septem ber 19.

Full details o f  the arrangem ents for this outing w ill 
be notified in due course.

F O R T H C O M IN G  E V E N T S
Date  

Saturday, July 3

Friday, July 16

T h u rsd ay, July 22

Friday, A ugust 20 
to

T u esd a y, A ugust 24 

Sunday, A u gu st 29

Sunday, S eptem ber 
19

Event
Party to M ilitary  M usica 
Pageant, W em bley.
O fficers’ C lu b  D in n er at U nit' 
ed Service and R oyal A e n  
C lub , Pall M all, L ondon S W i 
Party to G rand C on cert a 
K neller H all.
Visit to M on s for ceremonie: 
in connection w ith  the 57tl 
anniversary o f  the Battle o 
M ons.
Party to P layers’ Leagu< 
M atch  at L o rd ’s betweei 
M iddlesex and N otts. 
S um m er outing to  W indso 
Safari Park.
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Regim ental Museum

C u ra to r: M a j. R . W . J . S m ith , M B E , T & A V R  C entre, D eansbrook R oad, E dgw are, M id d lesex

T h e  follow ing are recent acquisitions to the 
M u s e u m :
Photographs, 2nd, 4th and 5th Battalions.
S ketches from  the Crim ea.
M edals o f the late C apt. J. E. Coughlan, m c , d c m . 
Battle dress uniform , etc.

PHOTOGRAPHS OF 2N D , 4T H  AN D  5T H  B ATTALIO N S 

T h is  series o f picture postcards and photographs 
cover the first decade o f  the century. T h e y  were 
originally  the property o f  L t.-C o l. C laude Ash, 
d s o , or “ B ogey”  A sh  as he is rem em bered by m any 
adm iring veterans. T h e  details o f  regim ental service 
° f  L t.-C o l. A sh w ere published in the M useum  notes 
in the R egim ental N ew sletter N o . 9, o f February
1970. T w o  o f  the picture postcards show the 5th 
(M ilitia) Battalion in service dress uniform  and 
Slade-W allace equipm ent in 1906, tw o years before 
the introduction o f  the w eb equipm ent used during 
the w ar o f  19 14 -18 . A nother is a coloured card, used 
as a postcard b y  the R egim ent prior to 1914. T h is  
was posted in February 1909. It show s a front view  
o f  a P rivate— or Private Sentinel as he was originally 
know n— and back  view  o f  a Sergeant. Both w ear the 
scarlet tunics and yellow  facings, w hite edgings to

P e t e r  M c R a e
& C O M P A N Y  L IM IT E D  

L ife  A ssurance Consultants 

Insurance a n d  M ortgage Brokers

BEACON ROAD, CROW BOROUGH, 
SU SSEX

Telephone: C R O W B O R O U G H  3284/5/6

Did you know  that besides protecting 

your family, life assurance can assist in 

other fields, such as education, house 

purchase, pension, and estate du ty? We 

specialise in the needs of service person­

nel and w ou ld  be pleased to advise.

W e make no charges
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in other form s of general insurances 

w hich  are at your service

epaulettes and brass fittings to the belt and frog, 
denoting the Regular Battalion o f w hich there w'ere 
four at that time. T h e  soldier has a Short M agazine 
Lee-E nfield  rifle, w hilst the Sergeant is w earing the 
short, tw o-edged bayonet used w'ith the L o n g  L e e- 
Enfield. T h is  was then com m on practice as a S er­
geant when w alking out wore side-arm s and the short 
bayonet was looked upon at that date as a “ dress”  
item ; the soldier is also wearing a helm et, b eing in 
fu ll cerem onial kit, w hilst the Sergeant has a blue cap 
and w alking-out cane. T h e  photographs include one 
o f the 2nd Battalion when stationed in G uernsey, 
w hich appears to have been taken at the Proclam ation 
C erem ony o f  K in g  G eorge V  as the troops are ch eer­
ing w ith  rem oved head-dress w hilst the heavily- 
m oustached civic dignitary by the dais in the b a c l ^ ^  
ground is doing the same, w aving his cocked-hat a n ! ^  
looking like a benign walrus. A nother is o f the 4th 
Battalion band (Bandm aster H awkins). A ll w'ho 
could grow  a moustache had them, as was the custom  
in the A rm y at that d a te ; soldiers w ore the m oustache 
w hilst sailors had to be clean-shaven or w earing a full 
set o f whiskers. T h e  last photograph o f the series 
shows L t.-C o l. A sh  reading a map w hilst peering 
through a shell-shattered building in France. H e 
was later to lead his battalion into the attack at Flers- 
Courcelette where he was m ortally wounded.

Presented by Mrs. Claudia Reed, daughter o f the late 
L t.-C o l. W. C . C . A sh, d s o .

EIGHT SKETCHES FROM THE CRIMEA

T h e  sketches w ere m ade b y  L t. H arvey o f the 77th 
(East M iddlesex) Regim ent and published in the 
Illustrated Times on various dates, as follow s:

1. “ C onveying am m unition to 
the Front prior to the last 
bom bardm ent” , O ctob er 6, 1855.

2. “ Picket in a garden near the
W oronzow  R oad” , N ovem ber 3, 1855.

3. “ D raining the Balaclava
R ailw ay” , January 19, 1856.

4. “ T h e  destruction o f  Fort
N icholas, Sebastopol” , M arch  8, 1856.

5. “ Relieving N igh t G uard—
F ort P aul” , M arch  22, 1856.

6. “ Interior o f  officer’s hut,
Fort Paul Picket, Sebasto­
p ol” , A p ril 19, 1856.

7. “ T h e  road to the trenches” , A u gu st 18, 1856.
8. “ T h e  trenches at m idday” , A ugust 18, 1856.

N um bers 6 and 8 are very interesting, show ing how 
the R egim ent lived during the C rim ean W ar 1854-56.
T h e  hut show'n was constructed from  large square 
stones o f  Fort Paul w ith a roaring fire in one corner, 
the smoke o f w hich ascends, in a prim itive fashion, 
b y  an opening left for that purpose in the roof. T h e  
inscription reads, “ N o t a chair has been obtainable, 
so on chests and seats m ade out o f casks sit the ‘goodly 
com panie’ . T h e  walls are papered w ith  pictures from  
Illustrated Papers: and swords, horse-furniture and 
other articles are hung up w herever space is found.
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A llsop’s ale bottles, empty, adorn a shelf or tw o; and 
a case, from  w hich certain straws hang out, shows 
that a good supply o f  fu l l  bottles yet remains” . T h e  
trench shows the troops resting w hilst tw o sentries 
are on duty. T o  protect them selves from  the intense 
heat o f  the sun, the m en have spread a sail they have 
com e b y  from  the harbour, over the m uzzles o f  their 
firelocks, the butts resting on the ground. A  Sergeant 
has stuck his sw ord into the parapet and laid his 
cloak over it. T h e  cannon-balls are m ake-shift pillows. 
In the sketches, the figures “ 7 7 ”  can be plainly seen 
in the caps o f officers and soldiers.

T h om as Peter H arvey was appointed Ensign 
29.10.1854, Lieutenant, 9.2.1855, and Captain 
28.8.1858. D u rin g  the siege o f Sebastopol, he was 
selected to cross the open space, under heavy fire, to 
stop the fire o f our own eight-gun battery.

F or his services he was aw arded the British 
Crim ea M edal w ith  clasp “ Sebastopol”  and the 
T u rkish  C rim ea M edal.

Presented by Capt. R. F . Green.

MEDALS OF THE LATE CA P T . J. E. CO U GH LAN , M C, DCM

T h is  group o f m edals consists o f  the M ilitary Cross, 
D istinguished C on duct M edal, 1914 Star and clasp, 
British W ar M edal and V ictory M edal.

Julius E dw ard C oughlan was a fourth generation 
D ie-H ard. H is great grandfather, Edw ard Coughlan, 
served in the C rim ea w ith  the 57th, and had already 
had his baptism  o f fire in the C hina W ar o f 1842. 
D u rin g the fighting in the C rim ea, he was wounded, 
later receiving the British C rim ea M edal w ith  clasps 
“ Balaclava” , “ Inkerm an”  and “ Sebastopol”  in addi­
tion to the T u rk ish  C rim ea M edal. H is grandfather, 
H ub ert Coughlan, also served in the C rim ea receiving 
the British and T urkish  medals for that cam paign and 
later fought the M aori in the N ew  Zealand W ar of 
1860-66, receiving the m edal w ith  these dates on the 
reverse, for his services. H ubert was the youngest, 
and smallest, soldier in the A llied  Forces in the 
C rim ea, b eing only 14 9/12 Years old and 4ft 7 in 
tall. O n  one occasion, during the Russian H oly 
W eek, there was a tem porary truce and the officers 
and m en o f both sides fraternised. A  very tall Russian 
officer, in all his glory, was introduced as a fine 

^ o ld ie r  and fighting man to the officers o f the 57th. 
P b o l.  Shadforth, the com m anding officer o f the 57th, 

quietly sent for D m r H ub ert C oughlan, and sprung 
him  on the Russian guests as the British w arrior and 
fighting m an! T h e y  w ere so am used, and pleased, 
that they took him  into Sebastopol and exhibited him 
as a specim en o f the British A rm y sent out to fight their 
giants. H e returned to the British lines loaded with 
sweetm eats and fruit. C apt. C oughlan ’ s father, 
James Coughlan, fought in South A frica  w ith  the 
R egim ent. T h e  m edals o f Edw ard and H ubert 
C oughlan have been on display in the R egim ental 
M useum  for 40 years and are now  joined b y  those o f 
C apt. Coughlan.

Julius C oughlan was educated at the Royal 
H ibernian M ilitary School, D u b lin , w here he w as an 
all-round athlete, a reputation he m aintained on jo in ­
ing the 1 st Battalion, M id d lesex  R egim ent, w h ich  he 
joined as a b oy in India. H e w as also b right in the 
head as w ell as active o f m uscles, gaining his First 
C lass Certificate o f  Education in Septem ber 1908, 
w hilst still on B oy Service.

W hen Sergeant-D rum m er James D eacon retired 
to pension in 1913, after 48 years’ service, 11622 
L /C pl. C oughlan w as prom oted S ergeant-D rum m er 
to fill the vacancy. H e was 6ft 4m tall and the ideal 
figurehead to lead a fine battalion on the m arch and 
on cerem onial parades. Sm art in peace-tim e, he was 
to prove h im self able and brave in war.

Joining the fighting com panies on the outbreak o f  
w ar in A ugust 1914, he was prom oted to Com pany 
S ergeant-M ajor, w inning the D istinguished C on duct 
M edal in 1915 for conspicuous gallantry under heavy 
fire b y  bringing in w ounded m en, b eing h im self 
wounded in doing so. A t  the Battle o f L oos, Septem ­
ber 25, 1915, he wras prom oted to Second-L ieutenant 
for conspicuous bravery.

O n A pril 25, 1916, the 1st Battalion sent out two 
raiding parties, under L ts. Birdw ood and C oughlan, 
to raid the crater at M ad Point. T h e  official citation 
for the award o f the M ilitary Cross reads “ For co n ­
spicuous gallantry when leading a party in a success­
fu l raid on the enem y’s trenches. Several o f  the 
enem y w ere accounted for. H e h im self rem oved 
obstacles in order to enter the enem y’s trench” .

Six  m onths later, the battalion took over positions 
in front o f D elville— or “ D e vils” — W ood. D u rin g a 
reconnaissance near Les Boeufs, C apt. C oughlan 
was killed on O ctober 25, 1916. H is C om m anding 
O fficer wrote “ I have known him  for years— in fact, 
ever since he joined m y Battalion. H ere, on active 
service, he has always shown h im self to b e an
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exceptionally brave soldier, and a most efficient officer. 
I deeply regret the loss o f  m y com rade-in-arm s, whom 
I v iew ed also as a friend. H e w ill be indeed greatly 
m issed b y  m yself and all in m y Battalion” . L t.-C o i. 
E lgee w ho wrote these words was a m artinet of the 
old  school and very sparing in praise. H e w as also a 
taciturn man and a solitary soul. T o  be called friend 
b y  him  was, indeed, an accolade.

S uch  was the popularity and reputation o f Julius 
C oughlan  that his nam e was m entioned at least two 
or three tim es a w eek in the C orps o f  D ru m s o f the 
is t  Battalion when the w riter o f these notes was serv­
ing w ith  them  in 1919. In each citation above for 
prom otion and awards o f  decoration, the word 
“ conspicuou s”  is used, on each occasion b y a differ­
ent com m ander. Conspicuous is “ viable or prom inent 
to eye or m ind” . It is certainly true o f Julius Edward 
C oughlan, born a D ie-H ard who lived the life o f a 
D ie-H ard  and w hen the C all cam e died hard in 
action w hilst searching for good battle positions for 
his soldiers.

Presented by M r. Charles G . Coughlan, brother of  
the late Capt. J .  E. Coughlan.

BATTLE DRESS U N IFO RM , ETC.

T h is  uniform  consists o f  the blouse, trousers, 
anklets, plus a Sam  Browne belt and greatcoat. T h e  
blouse is the original pattern b ut has had false lapels 
added to cover the coarse lining w hich  was displayed 
w hen the top o f the blouse w as turned back to form  
lapels. Officers and soldiers at first wore the same 
pattern clothing, the top two buttons w ere left undone 
and lapels turned to show the khaki shirt and tie in 
the case o f officers. L ater patterns had lapels built 
in the officers’ uniform  and eventually  this pattern 
was adopted for all ranks. T h e  greatcoat is the norm al 
officer’s pattern w ith  M idd lesex Regim ent buttons; 
the Sam  Brow ne also is the universal type as used b y 
L in e  Regim ents since the tim e o f  its invention by 
G eneral S ir  Sam  Brow ne, v c , and now  fam iliar 
throughout the old Enpire and even copied by foreign 
armies.

Presetited by Capt. W. Ward.

F R E E  ‘N E W S L E T T E R S ’
T h e  E ditor wishes to thank M ajor P. D onovan, 

m b e , M r  L . A . J. H osslen, M r. B . A . Pritchard, 
M r. G . R. Sharp, M r. S . F . S ib ley  and M r. A . F. 
W right, m b e , for their generosity' in paying extra su b ­
scriptions so that free copies o f  The Die-Hards 
Newsletter can be sent to deserving old com rades.

CORRESPONDENCE

From : M r. R .J .  Weedon
81 N ettleton C ourt, 
H ollingdean Road,
Brighton.
M arch  31, 1971.

D ear Editor,
It was very interesting for m e to read about the 

small silk flag o f No. 1 Special C om pany, N orth 
Russian Expeditionary Force, as I was Section C o m ­
m ander No. 1 Section, No. 2 Platoon, under L t. C . T . 
W hinney, m c . In fact, he won his m c  in the am bush 
on M ay 15 when we attacked an arm oured train and 
succeeded in driving it o ff thus enabling us to capture 
the railway siding and w e nam ed it A lbuhera Siding. 
M ajor T a ffy  W illiam s and C apt. G . N . A . C urzons 
were very' cool a w'eek later when the Bolshies 
attacked our train on a hairpin bend due to th t^ ^  
French retiring. T hese two officers calm ly laid o r ^ V  
top o f the awnings and opened fire w ith the old Lee- 
Enfield rifles exposed to the enem y, w ho eventually 
retired to a good 50 m iles aw ay before w e caught up 
w ith  them  at a place named K apasalga. H ere, the 
Italians ran aw ay after the Bolshies’ attack and the 
D ie-H ards, as usual, w ere called in to drive the 
enem y back again. W e had one unfortunately killed.

Before closing I must m ention one am using episode. 
W hen we landed at M urm ansk on G ood Friday and 
stayed there for a week, M ajor D rew , d s o , our O C , 
found a com plete set o f Band instrum ents, also a 
Bandm aster from  the R oyal Sussex Regim ent, but 
no Royal Sussex men. So, behold, w e claim ed (not 
pinched) the instrum ents and the Sussex B and­
m aster joined the M iddlesex and form ed a jo lly  good 
Band as w e had a lot o f old 4th and and Battalion 
bandsm en in the com pany. O n a big victory  parade 
in A ugust before the G O C , L o rd  Rawlinson and his 
staff, w e led the parade, followed b y  French, Serbian, 
Italian and A m erican contingents and our Band 
played all their respective N ational Anthem s and 
w ere warm ly praised b y  the G O C . W e w ere all issued 
w ith  a bottle o f beer after the parade for a sm art tu rn ­
out. I went on after returning to England and jo in ed ^ ^  
the 3rd Battalion at Aldersho... M ajor D rew  a n c ^ B l 
M ajor W illiam s also cam e w ith us. H appy soldiering 
days w ith a glorious O ld  Regiment. G od Bless them .

G reetings to all our O ld  and N ew  Com rades.
Y ours v ery sincerely,

R. J. W e e d o n , ex L/Cnl.
(L / 14843)

Parsons
and

Printing

Over a C en tu ry-o ld  Pa rtn e rsh ip . . .
Like the Services, we have a tradition to uphold, at the same time taking ad­
vantage o f scientific progress in this age o f m echanisation, yet m aintaining, 
through a special departm ent, a personal and helpful link with our custom ers’ 
whom  we are ever willing to advise and assist in the production o f  their journals

F I n / i n c m i c  I T H  ^delphi, John Adam St., London W C 2N
. J. r AK0UN0 LI U 6 JH - Telephone 01-839 7151. W orks at Has­

tings, Folkestone, Bexhill, Lewes and Seaford.

PERSONAL JOTTINGS
T h e  m em bers o f our U xbrid ge Branch had a most 

pleasant surprise when, at their m onthly m eeting in 
M arch, ex-Pte. R. Ball, one o f the most popular and 
cheerful soldiers serving as a despatch rider w ith the 
2/8th Battalion in N orthern Ireland during the last 
war, joined them. H e had heard o f these m eetings at 
the Battle o f Britain C lu b  in U xbridge and was 
anxious to m eet old com rades w hom  he had not seen 
since leaving the service in 1945. H e has now been 
enrolled as a m em ber o f the U xbridge Branch and w e 
shall hope to see m uch m ore o f him  in the future.

O ne o f our recent visitors to the C ou n ty  Office at 
Edgw are was ex-Sgt. F . E. Birdsall, w ho served with 
the 1 /7th Battalion during the 19 14 -18  W ar. A l­
though living in N orth W ales, he regularly comes 
south to attend the annual dinner and reunion o f the 
1/7th Battalion (19 14 -18 ) O C A .

L. to R .—  ?. Pie. Cole D ’ Coy, M m e. R ingot’s mother. 
L/Cpl. S. Cole, L\Cpl. F. Osmond.

T h e  photograph accom panying this jottin g  has 
been very kindly sent in by ex -L /C p l. Stan C ole 
(6207173), late Signals Platoon o f the i/7th Battalion, 
as it m ay be of interest to som e o f the form er m em ­
bers serving in the Battalion at that tim e. It was taken 
on A p ril 21, 1940, in the yard o f M m e. R ingot’s 
estam inet at H ouplin, where the 1 /7th Battalion was 
then stationed, on the occasion o f the birthday o f the 
late ex -L /C p l. Frank O sm ond (6206959), w ho died in 
1956.

M m e. R ingot took the snapshot, kept it through­
out the G erm an occupation and sent it to Stan C ole 
after the war.

B y the tim e this issue o f the Newsletter appears in 
print C /Sgt. “ C lem ”  C lem ents (22276303), w ho has 
been em ployed on the staff o f the D ivisional D epot 
at Bassingboum , will have returned to civilian life 
and settled dow n in W ellingborough, N ortham pton­
shire. In a recent letter g iving us this inform ation 
he sends his regards and best w ishes to all D ie- 
Hards.

A s w e go to press ex /W 0 2  E rnie C olebeck 
(6202735), our C h ie f C lerk at the C ou n ty  Office, 
Edgw are, has ju st been adm itted to the M idd lesex 
H ospital for observation and treatm ent o f  a skin 
com plaint. H e expects to be there for about three 
w'eeks.

L t. T e d  C onyngham , that stalw art o f  the 21st 
(Service) Battalion and staunch m em ber o f  the 
Portsm outh and G osport Branch, had a long and 
painful spell o f illness in St. M a ry ’s H ospital, P orts­
m outh, earlier this year, but, like a true D ie-H ard, 
he w eathered the storm , and w as released in tim e to 
celebrate his golden w edding on M arch  28. H e 
appears to be m aking a good recovery' b ut, as he is 
now 79 years o f age, he has been advised to take 
things easily.

E x-Sgt. L en  C orner has had a spell in hospital and, 
when he wrote g iv in g us this news, he wras hobbling 
around on a stick, but hoped to be fit enough to 
attend the Annual Reunion on M ay 15.

Bad luck seems to be the lot o f  e x -R S M  Jim D avis 
this year. O n discharge from  hospital in January' he 
fell dow n the stairs at his hom e and so severely- 
injured his back that he has been confined to his bed 
ever since. W e are glad to be able to report that he is 
m aking satisfactory progress, b ut he is unlikely to be 
fully' m obile for som e tim e yet.

A t  the end o f M arch  w e received a w elcom e visit 
from  e x -C p l. J. P. A . D a y (19022627), w ho served in 
“ C ”  C om pany of the 2nd Battalion in Palestine in 
1947-

L t. “ T a p s ”  Eastap, w ho is now  serving w ith  the 
2nd Battalion Royal R egim ent o f  Fusiliers in Berlin, 
writes to let us know  that he sees a lot o f old friends 
w ho are w ith  1st Battalion T h e  Q u een ’s Regim ent, 
also in Berlin.

E x -C Q M S  C . T .  E scudier (6196271), for m any 
years a m em ber o f the C orps o f D ru m s o f  the 1st 
Battalion, in a recent letter sends his best wishes to all 
D ie-H ards and states how  proud he is to have served 
in the Regim ent, as did  his father, w ho was killed in 
action w ith  the 21st (Service) Battalion on M arch  21,
1918.

E x-Pte. Jack Freedm an (6211590), one o f  the 
2/8th Battalion’s barbers in Portrush, N orthern  
Ireland, during the last war, has now  opened up a 
barber’s shop at Staples C o m e r near the junction  
o f the Edgw are and N orth  C ircular Roads.
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O ne o f our H on g K o n g  veterans w ho paid a sur­
prise v isit to the C ou n ty  Office at Edgw are recently 
w as ex-Pte. " L im e y ”  G ardner (6550608). H e sends 
his best w ishes to all his old com rades w ho were 
"gu ests  o f the E m peror o f  Japan” .

A n  old D ie-H ard  w'ho got in touch w ith the 
Secretary' o f the Regim ental Association at the end of 
last year and subsequently joined the M ill Hill 
B ranch w as ex-Pte. C ecil G riffiths (TF/3660). He 
enlisted in the 3/7th Battalion in February 1915 and 
w as later posted to the i/yth  Battalion, then serving 
w ith  the B E F  in France. A fter the Battle o f A rras in 
A p ril 19 17 he was posted to the 2nd Battalion and 
took part in that vital Battle o f V illers Brettoneux in 
A p ril 1918, w hen the 2nd Battalion, under the com ­
m and o f the late L t.-C o l. "N u tty ”  Page, put up a 
m agnificent resistance and prevented the G erm ans 
from  breaking through, b ut at a cost o f 13 officers and 
530 soldiers w ho w ere casualties.

O ne o f ou r m ost recent recruits to m em bership of 
the R egim ental Association is ex-Sgt. H . C . G riffiths 
(6197330). H e served w ith  the 2nd Battalion in 
India during the 1920s and no doubt m any o f  our 
readers w ho w ere serving w ith  the Battalion at that 
tim e w'ill rem em ber him . H e now' lives at Southw ell, 
N ottingham shire, and in his letter applying for 
m em bership stated that he had m et ex-Bdsm . C . 
S im m onds from  N ew ark, w ho had also served in the 
2nd Battalion at the same time.

In February' it w as announced in the national press 
that M ajor Brian H arpur, a long-standing m em ber of 
the O fficers’ C lu b , w ho wras aw'arded the M ilitary 
Cross w hilst serving w ith  1st K ensingtons during the 
last war, had been appointed Executive D irector of 
the Evening News. A s  such  he w ill im plem ent new 
developm ent plans covering all aspects o f  the paper’s 
activities. H e was appointed a director o f Associated 
N ew spapers G rou p  L td . five years ago, and is also 
on th e board o f  H arm sw orth Publications L td ., 
having been m anager o f the Evening News for nearly 
six years in the m id-1950s.

W e send him  ou r heartiest congratulations on his 
new  appointm ent and ou r best w ishes for the future.

L t.-C o l. A drian  H ow ell, wrho served w’ith the 2nd 
Battalion im m ediately after the 19 14 -18  W ar before 
eventually transferring to the Royal A rm y Pay C orps, 
and is now  a prom inent figure in the public life o f the 
city o f  Chester, sends his best wishes to all D ie-H ards.

W e w ere very' sorry to hear that ex -S gt. Percy 
H utchins, w ho w on the M ilitary  M edal w’hilst 
serving w ith  the i/7th Battalion during the 19 14-18  
W ar, has been "u n d er the w eather”  lately, and trust 
w e shall see m ore o f this staunch supporter o f the 
Regim ental Association w ith  the approach o f 
sum m er.

E x-P te. W . F . L ee  (6195068), w'ho served w ith  the 
1 st Battalion at A ldershot in the 1920s, recently 
w rote to let us know  that he was unable to attend 
Regim ental functions now, since he was confined to 
his hom e w ith  a serious heart com plaint. H e states 
that he is glad to get news o f  some o f his old com rades 
throu gh the D ie-H ards Newsletter.

L t.-C o l. Francis M organ was expecting to retire 
at the end o f M arch but his service on the active list 
has been extended for six m onths since he has been 
appointed M ilitary  D irector o f this yea r’s C ardiff 
Searchlight Tattoo.

Congratulations to Capt. Peter Packham  on being 
selected to attend A rm y S taff C ourse N o. 7, D ivision 
3, at the S taff C ollege, C am berley, beginning in 
January' 1973.

W e w ere very' pleased indeed to get news earlier 
this year o f M ajor K en Saxby, that popular officer o f 
the Australian M ilitary Forces, w'ho, w hen he came 
to this country' early in 1967, was attached to our 
10th (T ) Battalion first as a C om pany Com m ander 
and later as Assistant T ra in in g  Officer, until his 
return to Australia in 1968. T ow a rd s the end of 
1969 he w'as selected to visit the Australian E x ­
peditionary' Force in V ietnam  as an observer. A t 
the tim e o f w riting he was back in Australia and had 
been appointed T ra in in g  Officer o f 4th Battalion T h e  
Royal N ew  South W ales Regim ent. A

M ajor H enry Sherw ood wrote recently to let us 
know' that, ow ing to his present state o f health, he 
w'ould be unable to attend any o f the regim ental 
functions arranged during the A lbuhera week-end. 
T h is  decision wras a bitter blow' to this dedicated 
old D ie-H ard, and w e only hope that, b y  taking 
things easily now, w e shall have the pleasure o f w el­
com ing him  to some o f our functions in the near 
future.

In a letter received early in A pril ex-Pte. S. J. 
W allace (6196203), who served in the 1st Battalion 
during those h ighly successful days w hen it was 
stationed at A ldershot in the G uards Brigade, sends 
his best wishes to all D ie-H ards.

L t. J. S. W ard Brown resigned his com m ission on 
A pril 14, 19 71.

Form er com rades o f M ajor M artin  W eedon m ay 
be interested to hear that his elder son, M ark, w ho 
was in H ong K o n g for a short tim e when a baby, 
is shortly to be m arried in Australia and that his 
younger son, C hristopher, after being Senior U n d e i^ ^  
O fficer o f his com pany at R M A  Sandhurst, w ^ ^ P  
recently com m issioned into the Royal A rtillery , and 
won the Benson M em orial Prize for the best all-round 
C adet o f  his term entering the G unners, and also a 
prize for passing out w'ithin the top 20 leaving S an d ­
hurst.

It cam e as a com plete surprise that e x -W 0 2  Len 
W est, who is such a tow er o f strength to  our P orts­
m outh and G osport Branch, had to  go into the Royal 
N aval H ospital at H aslar, Portsm outh, on A p ril 29 
for an operation for hernia. W e are very pleased and 
relieved to know that L en  is m aking satisfactory 
progress towards full recovery.

A fter m any years o f yeom an service to the R egi­
m ent M ajor Jim m y W ild retired on retired pay on 
M arch 11 last, and has taken up residence in Som er­
set. W e w ish him  a happy retirem ent and trust that 
living so far from  London w ill not prevent him  from 
supporting our regim ental functions as he has done 
so loyally  in the past.
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W e offer our congratulations to M ajor-G eneral 
S ir John and L a d y  W illo ugh b y’s daughter Clare 
and her husband, C apt. M ichael M ounde, R E , on 
the birth o f a son, M ark, on February 10, 1971.

L t. Sim on Yates, now  serving w ith  1st Battalion 
T h e  Q ueen ’s Regim ent, was prom oted to Captain 
on January 16 last. H eartiest congratulations!

O B I T U A R Y

It is w ith  m uch regret that w e have to announce
that the follow ing have died:
B a d h a m — O n February 17, 1971, Capt. John W illiam  

Badham , m b e . Bill, as he was know n to everyone, 
served for 20 years in the ranks o f the 7th Battalion, 
and was the typical Territorial soldier so badly 
needed b y  G reat Britain in peace and war. Early 
in his service he was put in the Q M ’s departm ent, 
where he was to prove his abilities to the full. He 
w ent w ith  the i/yth  Battalion to jo in  the B E F  in 
France in 1939 and, in recognition o f his services 
during the operations leading up to the evacuation 
from  D unkirk, when, as R Q M S , he was acting for 
the Q M , w'ho was absent on leave, he was awarded 
the m b e . H e was com m issioned in M a y  1943 at the 
end o f the N orth  A frican  cam paign. H e was re­
leased as soon as the w ar ended in 1945 and was 
the successful Secretary o f the H ornsey Branch of 
the O C A  until he rejoined the A rm y for a period of 
short service in 1951, w hen he was posted to Japan 
w'ith the U nited  N ations Read H eadquarters. He 
w as prom oted Captain in M ay  1952 and le ft active 
soldiering soon afterwards. U n til last year he 
regularly attended the annual R egim ental C ere-

•  m ony at the Field o f  R em em brance. H e was a m ost 
loyal D ie-H ard  and he w ill be sadly m issed by his 
m any old friends and com rades.

B r e w e r — O n A pril 4 , 19 7 1»  e x -C p l. John Brew er 
(6192619) aged 70. H e enlisted in A u gu st 1920 and 
served w ith  the 1st Battalion until he was posted to 
the 2nd Battalion, then about to m ove from  Cairo 
to Singapore, in D ecem ber 1921. H e rem ained on 
overseas service w'ith this Battalion until A pril 1930 
w hen he was posted to the H om e Establishm ent 
and rejoined the 1st Battalion at C olchester, where 
he was enployed as the M edical O fficer’s O rderly 
until the com pletion o f  his 12 years C olo ur service 
in A ugust 1932. H e was a good footballer and 
played several tim es for the battalion team. F or the 
last few  years o f his life he w as unable to leave his 
hom e and so could not take part in any regim ental 
functions.

E l l i s — O n M arch  3, 1971, ex-B dsm . John Ellis 
(L5476) aged 89. H e joined the R egim ent a m onth 
before his 16th birthday in 1898. H e w ell re­
m em bered his studies on the clarinet and violin 
under Bandm aster R obertson, the com poser o f the

m arch " E l B odon” . H e also told w ith  pride o f  the 
occasion w'hen he was a m em ber o f the cham pion 
team  o f riflem en, w ho w on the N R  A  shield at 
Portsm outh, the shield b eing presented b y  L t.-  
General H enry K en t, the C olon el o f  the R egim ent. 
D u rin g the 19 14 -18  W ar he served w'ith the R oyal 
Engineers (R ailw ay C orps) in Salonika. A fter his 
discharge in 1919 he joined the band o f the 
G lam organ G arrison A rtillery  (T A ) and served 
w'ith them  for four years. A lthough he lived in 
Cardiff, he always kept in touch b y  letter and was 
always interested in regim ental activities.

G l o v e r — O n  A p ril 3, 19 71, ex-Sgt. R ob ert W illiam  
G lo ver (L /17526 and 6189440), aged 79. Bob, or 
" M u tt”  as he was popularly know n ow ing to his 
dim inutive figure, enlisted in M arch  19 15, was 
posted to the R oyal Sussex Regim ent, and join ed  
the B E F  in France later that year. H e transferred 
to the M iddlesex Regim ent (D C O ) in D ecem ber 
1917. A t  the end o f the 19 14 -18  W ar he w as serv­
ing w ith  the 5th (Reserve) Battalion, and w as post­
ed to the 1st Battalion in the early 1920s. H e served 
w ith  this Battalion continuously from  M a y  1923 
until N ovem ber 1935, w'hen he attended a course 
o f  vocational training prior to his discharge to 
pension on M ay  26, 1936, on com pletion o f a total 
C olo ur service o f 21 years 82 days. A fter his d is­
charge he was em ployed b y  the Post O ffice. H e 
rejoined the Colours in S eptem ber 1938 and served 
fo r a short tim e during the em ergency. H e was 
again recalled in A u gu st 1939 and w as em bodied on 
m obilisation on S eptem ber 1, 1939, w ith  the R oyal 
A rtillery  (Searchlights). F or the last seven m onths 
before his death he had been very ill, b u t he died 
peacefu lly  leaving a large fam ily and a host o f 
friends w ho w ill m ourn his passing.

H o w e l l — In M a y  1970 ex -C p l. F ran k H ow ell 
(TF/3412) aged 82. H e joined the 2/8th Battalion 
in S eptem ber 1914 and was one o f  the first m em ­
bers o f this second-line T A  unit. W hen the B attal­
ion was disbanded in 1916 he w as posted to the 9th 
London R egim ent (Q ueen V icto ria ’s R ifles), jo in ing 
that Battalion on the Som m e w here he w'as w ou n d­
ed. H e w'as again w ounded later at Polygon 
W ood and taken prisoner. D u rin g  the 1939-45 
W a r he re-enlisted on January 2, 1940, and joined 
the B E F  in France later that m onth. H e w as again
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on the Som m e when the G erm an A rm y made its 
rapid advance. H e narrow ly escaped being made a 
P .O .W . but was able to get aw ay on the last ship to 
leave Calais. H e was discharged on m edical 
grounds in O ctob er 1940. T h e  last few years of 
his life w ere spent in the Star and G arter H om e for 
D isabled ex-Servicem en. U nfortunately the news 
o f  his decease did not reach the Regim ental 
Association until quite recently w hich prevented 
earlier publication o f  his obituary.

M a n n — O n D ecem ber 6, 1970, suddenly, the R ev. 
A rchie M ontgom ery M ann, aged 77. H e joined 
the 2nd Battalion in June 1918 and becam e a 
C aptain and C om pany C om m ander. In addition 
he started a concert party, called " T h e  Pothooks” , 
w hich m ade a great nam e for itself in the 8th 
D ivision. A fter the war he initiated an officers’ 
annual dinner w hich he ran for several years. A lso 
single-handed he organised an all ranks reunion 
attended b y nearly 300— a colossal task for which 
he got names and addresses o f all w ho served in the 
2nd Battalion from  January 1918 till the end o f the 
w ar from the Record O ffice. O n dem obilisation in 
1919 he graduated in theology at C h rist’ s C ollege, 
C am bridge, and was licensed b y the Presbytery of 
L ondon N orth in 1922. H e then spent som e years 
in the m inistry in the U S A . O n returning to this 
cou ntry he was com m issioned in 1934 as a chaplain 
in the 6th Battalion T h e  Lancashire Fusiliers (T A ). 
H e served w ith  the B E F  in France and Belgium  in 
1939-40 and showed great bravery at D unkirk. In 
1948 he was inducted as m inister o f S t A ndrew s 
Presbyterian C hurch, D artford, and, after 17 
years’ m inistry, retired in 1965. H e was a popular 
and w ell-loved  figure not only am ongst his old com ­
rades o f the 2nd Battalion b ut also in the D artford 
D istrict w here he spent the rest o f his life after the 
1939-45  W ar.

P a c k e r — O n  M arch  22, 19 71, ex -S gt. A m os Joseph 
Packer (5543 and G  978) aged 92. W ith  the death 
o f  Joe Packer the Regim ent has lost its last sur­
v ivor o f the Battle o f Spion K o p  fought on January 
24, 1900. E nlisting on July 22, 1898. he was posted 
to the 2nd Battalion on its return from  India, and 
sailed w ith  the Battalion to serve in the Boer W ar 
in D ecem ber 1899. H e took part in every battle in 
w hich the Battalion w as involved, receiving the 
Q u een ’s M edal w ith  six  clasps and the K in g ’s 
M edal w ith  two clasps. A fter the war he was one of 
a draft posted to “ F ”  C om pany, 1st Battalion, then 
stationed at Bangalore in India. H e was trans­
ferred to the A rm y R eserve in July 1906, and com ­
pleted his R eserve service in July 1910. H e re­
enlisted on the outbreak o f the 19 14 -18  W ar, was 
posted to the new ly-form ed 13th (Service) Battal­
ion, and q uickly prom oted to the rank o f  sergeant. 
H e served w ith this Battalion throu ghout the 19 14 - 
18 W ar. F or his services he w as aw arded the 
19 14 -15  Star, British W ar M edal and V icto ry  
M edal to add to those already aw arded for the 
Boer W ar. H e was later to receive the Im perial 
S erv ice  M edal, m aking a total o f six w hich  he 
w'ore w ith  pride on the scarlet uniform  o f an In- 
Pensioner o f the Royal H ospital, Chelsea, where 
he died.

R i d d e l l — O n  A pril 1 ,  1971, e x -W 0 2  V icto r A lex ­
ander R iddell ( L  13979 and 6188851) aged 81. H e 
was the son o f  C apt. A . E. R iddell, who w as Q M  on 
the celebrated m arch o f the 2nd Battalion from

K am ptee to M how  in January 1890. He enlisted 
in O ctober 1904 in the K in g ’s O w n Scottish Bor­
derers and served in that R egim ent until January 
31, 1912, wffien he transferred to the M iddlesex 
Regim ent (D C O ). H e w'as posted to the 3rd Bat­
talion then stationed in India, and appointed Bands­
man. In A ugust 1914 he was on furlough from India 
when war was declared and, on m obilisation, joined 
the 4th Battalion. W ith that Battalion he w ent to 
France and fought at M ons and L e  C ateau, where 
he was wounded. O n recovering from  his wounds 
he was posted to the 6th (Reserve) Battalion at 
Chatham , and rejoined the 4th Battalion in France 
in July 1915. W’ ith this battalion he remained 
until the end o f  the w'ar. In 1919 he was posted to 
the 3rd Battalion and served with it until it was 
disbanded in 1922. He was then transferred to the 
Royal Sussex R egim ent and in 1924 was appointed 
O rderly Room Sergeant and prom oted to C olour 
Sergeant. O n com pleting his regular C olour ser­
vice in M arch  1931 he joined the T A  and con ­
tinued to serve w ith 4th Battalion T h e  Royal 
Sussex Regim ent until A pril 1945 when he was d is -^ ^  
charged on m edical grounds. H is services w e r t ^ P  
rewarded in July 1943 by the grant o f a certificate 
from the G O C -in -C , Eastern Com m and. H e was 
an In-Pensioner for a very short tim e before his 
death in the Infirm ary o f the Royal H ospital, 
Chelsea.

S u m m e r s — O n M arch 12, 1971, as a result o f a riding 
accident from w hich she never regained conscious­
ness, O live, the beloved w ife o f  M ajor C . W . 
Sum m ers.

T r o w t — O n February 21, 1971, ex-Bandm aster 
Charles T ro w t ( L , 12761 and 6188613). H e en­
listed in the R egim ent on A ugust 13, 1909, when he 
was posted direct to the Band o f the 2nd Battalion.
H e was an excellent m usician, especially on the 
flute and piccolo. D u ring the 19 14 -18  W ar he was 
wounded at the Battle o f N euve Chapelle on M arch 
10, 1915, and repatriated to England. O n recovery 
he was posted to the 21st (Service) Battalion 
where, for six months, he was the Sergeant 
D rum m er. A fter the war he studied at K neller 
H all for two years and qualified as a Bandmaster 
(W O i). H e was posted as Bandm aster to the 1st 
Bn T h e  Royal Lincolnshire R egim ent in N o vem ­
ber 1920 and remained w ith that unit until h is ^ ^  
discharge to pension in 1935. H e was a mem ber 
the M ill Hill Branch o f the D ie-H ards C lu b  for 
m any years and attended m ost regim ental functions 
until his health began to fail about eighteen months 
ago.

T u r n e r — O n April 30, 1971, ex-S gt. S yd n ey F reder­
ick T u rn e r (G/88) aged 76. H e enlisted im m ediate­
ly  on the outbreak o f the 19 14 -18  W ar and was 
posted to the new ly-form ed n t h  Battalion, the 
senior o f our Service Battalions. In July 1916 he 
was wounded whilst fighting on the Som m e and, 
on recovering from his w ounds, he was posted to 
the 5th (Reserve) Battalion at Chatham . In June
19 17 he was posted to the 2nd Battalion, then 
serving w ith the B E F  in France. H e was present 
wffien the late Brigadier (then Captain) A . M . T o ye , 
v c , m c , won the suprem e aw ard for valour. In M ay
1918 he was taken prisoner and was repatriated in 
January 1919 when he joined the D epo t at M ill Hill. 
T h ere  he remained until he was discharged in 
M arch 1919. H e later joined the T erritoria l A rm y
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in the 1 st Battalion T h e  H ertfordshire Regim ent, 
w'here he becam e Signals Sergeant, and w'as 
aw arded the Territorial Efficiency M edal. A  very 
public-spirited man, he was a staunch supporter o f 
the R egim ental Association in general and o f the 
M ill H ill Branch o f the D ie-H ards C lu b  in 
particular. H e w ill be greatly m issed, not only by 
his fam ily, but also by a host o f com rades and 
friends.

V a r e — O n February 14, 19 71, at her hom e after a 

long illness borne w'ith great courage, Eileen 
D oreen, m uch loved w ife o f C apt. W . N orm anton 
Vare.

W a s s — O n February 19, 1971, ex-Pte. John W ass 
(6200197) aged 57. Johnny W ass w ill be rem em ber­
ed by m any o f the m iddle generation o f D ie-H ards 
as a boxer and fighter w'ho always gave the m axi­
m um  pleasure to spectators at any tournam ent in 
w hich he took part.T h is was during the period when 
the 1 st Battalion had a very strong team  o f boxers. 
A fter his discharge from  the A rm y he becam e a 
publican and each o f the houses he m anaged was in 
a district w here the custom ers were, in the main,

tough characters. Johnny was equally tough— a 
fact w-hich was appreciated b y  all his custom ers. 
H is generosity was as quick and effective as his 
reaction to trouble. T h e  degree o f  his popularity 
was evident on the day o f his funeral w hen the 
cortege, two hundred yards long, left the ‘ ‘S ir C olin  
C am pbell”  in K ilburn H igh Road and slow ly made 
its way towards the crem atorium . A t  the crem a­
torium  the num ber of m ourners was so great that 
all could not get into the chapel, m any having to 
join  in the service standing on the steps leading to 
the chapel and on the pathway outside. Com rades 
o f  his m ilitary service, m em bers o f his Fellow ship, 
and m en w'ho had received kindness and help from 
him  w'hen tim es w'ere hard were all there to pay 
their last respects to a man tough in physical 
accom plishm ents and gentle in heart to his less 
fortunate fellow  m en.

A n  obituary notice on ex-Sgt. G . Pooley (2609481), 
7th Battalion, who died on A pril 10, 1971, w ill be 
published in the next issue o f  this Newsletter.
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ASSOCIATION NEWS

Secretary’s Notes

B e n e v o le n t  C a s e s
D u rin g  the period January i ,  19 71, to M arch  31, 

19 71, the sum  o f  £302-90 was expended from  the 
C haritable Fund in m aking grants to 26 ex-m em bers 
o f  the R egim ent, o r  their dependants.

D o n a tio n s — C h a r ita b le  F u n d s
T h e  Secretary gratefu lly  acknow ledges donations 

to the C haritable F un d from  M r. F. E . Birdsall, 
M ajor A . R. Bisset, M ajor F. H . Blackburn, M r. F . S. 
B yers, L t.-C o l. H . W . C layden, M r. B. A . Craw ley, 
M r. J. A . French, M r. E . A . G ardner, M r. C . H. 
G off, M r. J. J. T .  H all, M rs. A . Innes-Irons, M r.
B . J. L yon s, M ajor B . Prebble, M r. D . R. Sankey, 
M r. J. O . T aleen , o b e , C apt. C . G . W ebber, t d , 

M r. J. H . W entw orth  and M ajor D . M . W . Y oung.

L e g a c ie s
T h e  Secretary’ has received, through the Executor, 

a cheque for £100, being a legacy bequeathed b y  the 
late L t.-C o l. S . F. W . M . D e l C ourt, m c , to the 
Regim ental Association for its charitable work.

P o r ts m o u th  a n d  G o s p o rt B ra n c h
O n  m edical advice it has, unfortunately, been 

necessary’ fo r  M r. Bert H astie to give up the H onorary 
Secretaryship o f the Portsm outh and G osport 
Branch. W h ilst w ishing him  a speedy recovery to 
full health I w ould like to take this opportunity of 
thanking him  very m uch indeed fo r all the hard w ork 
he has put in during his term  o f office.

M r. R. S . M cN e ill has now  taken over as Hon. 
Secretary and his address is : 22 W hitw orth  Road, 
G osport, H ants. F . W .

E A L I N G  B R A N C H
O n ce again w e have to report the passing-on o 

som e o f our old  Com rades.
F ran k (C hick) F ow ler aged 75 years died on F eb ru­

ary 21, 1971. F rank jo in ed  the 2/8th Battalion on its 
form ation in 1914 and saw service in G ibraltar, E gypt 
(where he w as w ounded at the battle o f  Christm a 
H ill) and in France and Belgium  at the conclusion of 
19 14 -18  W ar. H e w as a Sergeant Instructor at 
S ittin gb ou m e w here he stayed until his dem obilis­
ation in 1919-

C h ick  had a good baritone voice and had been a 
chorister all his life, and he was a “ m ust”  at every 
Battalion concert. A t  the tim e o f  his death he was a 
m em ber o f  the W estb u ry Parish C hoir, the W estbury 
C horal S ociety  and was also Chairm an o f the R etired 
R ailw aym en’s C lu b  in that area.

Frank join ed  the old G W R  as a m essenger boy at 
Paddington and on his retirem ent in i960 was the 
C h ie f R olling S tock  Inspector o f  British Railw ays 
(W estern R egion). F o r the past 50 years, he had 
lived at W estb u ry (W ilts) b ut always tried to com e up 
to E aling to see some o f  the boys.

E x -L /C p l. H alls and ex-Pte. Z ea ly  K ilb u rn , also of 
the 2/8th (19 14 -18 ), died som etim e late in 197°-

A lso  Pte. Johnny G riffiths o f  the i/8th Battalion, 
w ho died early this year. T h is  is a personal loss to

me as Johnny and I were classmates at St. M ark ’s 
School, H anwell, in 1907-8.

A ll out invalids are doing w ell and are back in 
their respective hom es, for w hich I am very glad, as 
I do not like too m uch hospital visiting.

W hilst visiting Ernie D uffield in Brentford H ospi­
tal I cam e across another old “ D ie-H ard ”  Pte. Joe 
H ines o f the 3rd Battalion, w ho was up at Y pres in 
19 15 and m et several o f  us old 1 /8th blokes. Sm all 
w orld, ain’t it?

W ell, that’s the lot for this letter and happy 
drinking to all old D ie-H ards.

A l b e r t  W h i t e .

H O R N S E Y  A N D  E N F IE L D  B R A N C H
O n M arch  6 w e had another very enjoyable evening 

at H ornsey, and again our thanks go to our organiser, 
Bert M ellor and his wife, Joan, w ho as usual kept the^ 
liquid refreshments flowing. ^

K evin  O ’Brien turned up trum ps w ith  an excellent 
buffet, and the four-piece band supplied us w ith  a 
well-balanced program m e for dancing.

It w as very pleasing to see ou r O ld  friends, Stan 
H urlock, Jack M ilroy, and D ick  Stokes w ith  their 
ladies once again, as well as a good sprinkling of 
Burm a Star chaps and their ladies, and quite a 
num ber o f ex-M iddlesex Territorials.

Eddie Johnson was another w elcom e figure, but 
his w ife could not, unfortunately, be w ith  us. O ur 
thanks go to the three “ Y ou n g Lovelies”  w ho made 
such a success o f selling our raffle tickets for us. A ll in 
all, another very enjoyable and successful evening in 
spite o f the lack o f postal facilities to publicise it—  
well done, Bert!

O n  M arch  20 the Burm a Star chaps had their 
dance at H ornsey and although I was unable to 
attend I hear they all had a good tim e. A  few  o f us 
w ent to a “ get-together”  at U xbrid ge and w ere m ade 
very welcom e, enjoying a very pleasant evening. T h is  
is the sort o f  thing that needs encouraging, and we 
will always be pleased to see any m em bers o f other 
branches at H om sey.

Y o u  w ill all be as pleased as w e w ere to learn o f the 
w’ell-deserved award to Col. W alden in the re c e n t 
Q ueen ’s H onours, and w e offer our hearty congratu­
lations on his appointm ent as a M em b er o f  the O rder 
o f  the British Em pire.

Lo okin g forward to seeing some o f  you  at Hornsey. 
Best wishes to you  all. L e s  H o s s l e n

M I L L  H IL L  B R A N C H
O ur overseas m em bers have been good corres­

pondents since the publication o f the last Newsletter. 
P ip  Connor, m m  (G /19511), w rote from  O ntario g iv ­
ing news o f the land o f the M aple leaf and sending 
greetings to friends who served w ith him  in the 21st 
(Islington) and 2nd Battalions. It was in the latter 
battalion that he w on his decoration in 1918. H e is in 
touch, by mail, w ith  e x -R S M  “ R o ck y”  K n igh t, m b e  

(6196550), that stalwart o f our i/7th Battalion. I 
w onder i f  either had a chance to see H er M ajesty 
during her short visit to Canada where she did such a 
splendid job , boosting good relations betw een the 
hom eland and N orth A m erica. T h e  newspapers
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appear to have devoted more space to the hairy 
guitar-player and his w edding than to the tour, w hich 
wras a shame but norm al procedure nowadays.

Jack T ip p in g  (L/12579), another veteran o f the 
2nd Battalion band prior to 1914, sends news from 
Australia. H e has always kept in touch w ith  the 
regim ent, being one o f  the original m em bers o f  the 
R om ford Branch who some years ago exchanged 
periodical visits w ith  us at M ill H ill. H e also, in an 
indirect w ay, has connection w ith  R ocky m entioned 
above. R ocky was the R S M  in N orth  A frica  when, 
after the success at E l A lam ein, the i/7th received a 
cablegram  from  Jack T ip p in g , w hich read “ London 
busm en, A thol Street G arage, old D ie-H ards send 
congratulations on achievem ents to present D ie- 
H ards” . N o w  after all these years and in such different 
parts o f the C om m onw ealth, these two old soldiers 
m eet on the same page o f the Newsletter. It is these 
contacts from  distant clim es that makes us D ie-H ards 
tick over.

Paul G illies, b e m  (23460490), is now  hom e from 
Z am bia for a couple o f  m onths, and paid a visit to

•Edgware where he shared a convivial hour or tw o w ith 
H arry Seldon and other old friends in addition to 
v isiting Ernie C olebeck in hospital. Ernie and Paul 
have kept in touch since the days that they w ere in 
the O rderly Room  together. T h e  story o f  P au l’s 
bravery in breaking up a frenzied m ob o f “ prophet­
ess”  A lice  L u nshina’s followers in N . Rhodesia was 
printed in the A p ril 1965 R egim ental Journal w hich 
no dou bt m ost o f you chaps have read.

“ T in y ”  G oddard, m m , b e m  (6202957), has returned 
to A rm agh from  Belfast, where he and M o lly  m uch 
prefer to be. D ougie— or “ T in y ” — hopes to visit 
Edgw are in June. H is address is rather apt now  that 
he is living in D rum m an Park, as for som e years he 
spent his service am ongst the drum  an ’ flu tes! I am 
sure D ougie, and m any o f our H ong K o n g  veterans 
w ill be interested to hear that T im  C arew  has ju st had 
published his book “ H ostages to F ortu ne”  at £1-75. 
T h is  is a follow -up story to his book “ T h e  F all o f 
H ong K o n g ”  and tells the incident o f the sinking 
o f  the “ L isb on  M aru ” .

W ell, w e ’ve had out little travel on paper, A frica, 
A ustralia, C anada and N . Ireland, all on the same 
page o f the letter. I now  travel w ith  this to the E ditor 
w ho w ill, no doubt, use his scissors and blue pencil.

•D o com e and join  us, you  never know  w hom  you w ill 
fneet at our m onthly gatherings. A ll are w elcom e to 
join  ou r happy band.

M a j o r  D i c k  S m i t h .

P O R T S M O U T H  A N D  G O S P O R T  B R A N C H
Newsletter tim e and w ith  this issue a new  scribe, 

having taken over from  Bert H astie w ho has had to 
g ive up on m edical advice.

B ut w e w ere all pleased to see such a w onderful 
recovery in Bert and trust that he is w ell on the w ay 
to health again.

M eetings have been few  since the last issue— two, 
in fact— but w e m anage to keep the flag flying w ith  
our faithfuls.

L en  W est is also on the sick list, and due to enter 
hospital on A p ril 29 for an operation and w e wish 
him  the best o f luck.

B ut both ou r invalids are hoping to be fit to attend 
the reunion.

So w ith  all this w e hope to see m any o f  ou r ex ­
colleagues w ith sm iling faces on M a y  15.

A t ou r A .G .M . the follow ing officers w ere elected: 
C hairm an, M r. P. J. O ’N e ill; V ice-C hairm an, M r. A . 
L o w e ; Secretary/Treasurer, M r. R. S . M cN e ill; 
C om m ittee, M r. R. W igg, M r. N . Peters.

T h e  ladies still aid our little cause b y  supplying the 
refreshm ents.

W e had a pleasant surprise at ou r A .G .M . w hen w e 
had a v isit from  M ajor C harlie G atehouse, and we 
now  hope to see more o f him  in the future.

A lso  at the next m eeting w e had a w elcom e visit 
from  our outstation m em ber, Sam  Shaw yer. W e 
hope to see m ore o f you, Sam .

T h a t ’s it, folks, but in closing w e w ould like to see 
m ore o f  ou r E x ’s— the more the m errier.

M a c

9 T H  B A T T A L IO N  B R A N C H
T h e  Annual Reunion and D inner o f the 9th 

Battalion and the 571 L A A  Regt. w ill take place at 
7  p.m . on Saturday, M a y  22, at the V icto ry  (ex- 
S ervice) C lub , 63 Seym our Street, W 2. Particulars 
o f  the dinner have been sent to  all ou r m em bers.

It is noted w ith pleasure o f the social activities o f 
the Association.

O u r C om m ittee hope for a good m uster for the 
A lbuhera Service at St. P au l’s C ath ed ra l; no tickets 
are required.

O w in g to  the postal dispute, not m uch new s has 
trickled through w hich, perhaps, is all to the good. 
N o  obituary notices this time, thank goodness.

In the last issue o f the Newsletter, I wrote o f  the 
gift w hich M rs. E. M id geley  sent o f  copies o f  the 
Battalion’s m agazine, w hich was printed and issued 
in India during W orld W ar I. I have found that it is 
the com plete issue and, what is more, tw o other com ­
plete volum es are in existence. T h e  m agazine m akes 
v ery  pleasant reading, recording ou r first im pressions 
o f India and o f ou r journeys along the N o rth -W est 
Frontier. T h ere  w e saw som e w ond erful v iew s o f 
forests and mountains, particularly around the 
M urree H ills and Darjeeling. T h e  m arch to Fort 
A ttock  and Now shera tested the strength o f  the 
Battalion, and those w ho survived that m arch could 
say that th ey were tough.

In the m agazine there is the obituary notice o f 
L t. N . W . B lum feld, the son o f  our C om m anding 
Officer, L t.-C o l. J. L . B lum feld, t d , w ho w as killed in 
action in M esopotam ia, on February 23, 1917. 
L t. B lum feld took his com m ission in O ctob er 1914 
and was posted to the 2/gth Battalion, subsequently 
transferring to the M achine G u n  C orps. H e w as aged 
20 at his death.

T h e  m agazine also records that L t. J. N . L am ont, 
w hilst attached to the 4th  H am pshires in M eso ­
potamia, was aw arded the M ilitary  C ross fo r con ­
spicuous gallantry in action. Eventually, the L ie u ­
tenant was prom oted Lieutenant-C olonel and com ­
m anded our Battalion from  1933 to 1937. T h e  last 
b ig  function that C ol. Lam ont attended w as the 
C entenary Celebration o f the 9th Battalion held 
at W em b ley (now Brent) T o w n  H all on O ctob er 
27 . J959- T h is  was a great occasion, and w as 
attended not only b y  the present m em bers o f the 
571 L A A  Regim ent R A  (originally the 9th Battalion), 
b ut b y  all past m em bers w ho could be notified, and 
their ladies.

Besides the news o f the Battalion’s activi­
ties, the m agazine contains m any good articles on
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India itself, such  as the G overn m en t’s w ork, explora­
tion o f  its ancient buildings, and treks m ade b y  m em ­
bers o f the Battalion.

A s  I m entioned in the dinner letter, thé m agazine, 
together w ith  photographs, w ill be on view  at the 
dinner. Perhaps in som e future issues of this News­
letter, I shall be able to w rite m ore of ou r history.

R. T .  M .

W O ’s A N D  S E R G E A N T S ’ B R A N C H
D espite the postal strike, w hich prevented us 

fro m  sending out ou r usual m onthly letter w ith  a 
rem inder o f  forthcom ing m eetings, w e continue to 
h ave good support from  our m em bers, averaging 25 
m em bers and friends at each o f  the last four m eetings. 
N evertheless, there is still room for im provem ent and 
w e w ould like to w elcom e new' m em bers.

T h e  m onthly raffles are being w ell supported b y 
not on ly m em bers participating b ut b y  the generosity 
o f  those w ho so kin dly  give presents as prizes. 
Proceeds from  these raffles not only defray the cost of 
the “ Free Eats”  provided at each m eeting b ut leave a 
few  bob w hich  are credited to ou r Entertainm ent 
A ccou n t. W e  are hoping to vary the raffles b y  run­
nin g m iniature w hist drives instead.

I am sorry to report that the news o f one o f our 
invalids is not so good, for Jim D avis w ho was dis­
charged from  hospital in January, fell dow n the stairs

at his hom e and injured his back and is confined to his 
bed. T h e  latest news is that he is com fortable and 
m aking som e little progress. Peter Edw ards was also 
discharged from  hospital in January and is feeling 
m uch better.

S ince our last contribution was made, the interior 
o f  the D rill H all has been redecorated, w hich  has 
brightened things up a bit, and added ju st that little 
som ething m ore to the com fort o f the M ess where w e 
hold our m onthly “ get-togethers” . T h anks to Charlie 
Banks, w ho runs the bar, the room is laid out ready 
for us before each meeting.

A s I have said in the opening paragraph, w e would 
like to w elcom e new  m em bers, so should you, read­
ing this and not being a m em ber, like to have further 
particulars, drop m e a line, and I w ill see that you  are 
inform ed. Better still, com e along any second 
S aturday o f the m onth to the W O ’s and Sergeants’ 
M ess, D rill H all, D eansbrook Road, Edgw are, walk 
in, and if  you  do not know me ask the first person you 
see for L en. Y o u  should find som eone there whom  
you know  for w e are w ell represented b y  all Batta­
lions. 4

I am looking forward to M ay  15 when w e hold ou^ 
first A lbuhera Service in our very ow n chapel. T h is  
Branch, I know, w ill be w ell represented and I am 
looking forw ard to m eeting m any com rades o f  the 
past.

T o  all D ie-H ards w e send Our best wishes and to 
Branches our greetings and best wishes for the future.

L e n  J o h n s o n .

P r in te d  in  [ngland by F J. Parsons Ud., london, Hastings and Folkestone


