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T h e  m ost m om entous happening since the 
publication o f the last Newsletter has been M ajor- 
G eneral M a n ’s resignation as a D epu ty  C olonel o f 
T h e  Q ueen ’s Regim ent, and as President o f the 
M idd lesex R egim ental Association, w hich  was 
notified in the follow ing letter to the E ditor:

“ A s I told you  on the telephone, poor T o p s y  has 
had another serious set-back to her health w hich 
has resulted in being readm itted to hospital. It seems 
that she is suffering from  the after effects o f her very 
serious operation five years ago. O n her surgeon ’s 
advice, she m ust from  now  on live a m uch quieter 
life  and cut back on her activities.

T h is  situation ob viously affects m e also, as the 
surgeon m ade it clear that a contributory cause of 
her illness is the w orry  caused b y the frequent 
trips to L ondon on R egim ental business. T h is  
b eing so, he has advised m e to cut back on m y outside 
activities as w ell, so that I can be near her and keep 
a close eye on her. T h is  means, o f  course, that I 
m ust im m ediately resign from  the D epu ty  C olonelcy 

^ (^ w n d  m y position as President o f  the M iddlesex 
R egim ental Association, and I have already taken 
the first steps to this end.

A s  you  w ill appreciate, it takes tim e to get changes 
o f  this sort through, and I am happy to say that 
C olonel A ym ar C layton  has agreed to act now  as 
m y representative, and further to succeeding me 
as D e p u ty  C olonel in due course. A ll w ho know 
A ym ar w ill agree that he is ideally fitted for the job  
and I personally can think o f  n obody to whom  I 
w ould sooner hand over the appointm ent.

I hope that everyb ody w ill understand w hy I have 
to go. I can only say that I hate to leave the job  

''’before m y tim e expires, though I have com pleted 
five years in all. It has been a w onderful experience 
for m e and nobody could have been supported 
m ore loyally  than I have been in spite o f the fact 
that practically every decision I have had to take has 
been against not only m y ow n personal inclinations 
but those o f every m em ber o f the R egim ent as well. 
N one the less, w e have adopted w hat I believe to  be

the on ly course, to m ake a positive approach and to 
rem em ber that the R egim ent m ay have died as an 
active force but it lives on in the Q u een ’s Regim ent 
who are show ing them selves already to be true 
D ie-H ards.

W ith  m y thanks to everyb ody and v ery  best 
wishes for the future.”

T h is  is indeed very sad news and w ill be m uch 
regretted b y  all our readers w ithout exception.

S in ce he assum ed the C olo n elcy  o f  T h e  M idd lesex  
R egim ent (D C O ) five years ago, and later a D e p u ty  
C olonelcy in T h e  Q ueen ’s Regim ent, M ajor-G en eral 
M an  has devoted him self tirelessly, not on ly to the 
interests o f  all D ie-H ards but also to ensuring that 
his old Regim ent should give every possible assistance 
to our successors, T h e  Q u een ’s Regim ent.

A s President o f  the M idd lesex  R egim ental 
Association M ajor-G eneral M an  has becom e well 
know n to a v ery  w ide circle o f O ld  C om rades. T h is  
has been achieved because he has gone out o f  his 
w ay to attend as m any o f  the Association and Branch 
functions as possible. W h ilst this has taken up a great 
deal o f his tim e his attendance at the various fu n c­
tions has been m uch appreciated b y  all concerned 
and w e can never thank him  enough for all that he 
has done in this vital field o f  the A ssociation ’s 
work.

It is the earnest hope o f  all ou r readers that, by 
living a quieter life, M rs. M a n ’s health w ill im prove 
and enable her to enjoy w ith  the G eneral the rest 
w hich th ey so richly deserve.

Free Newsletters
T h e  E ditor wishes to thank L t. G . D . C rip p s and 

M r. F . C . W . H am m ond for their generosity in pay­
ing extra subscriptions so that free copies o f  The 
Die-H ards Newsletter can be sent to deserving O ld  
C om rades.
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B a n d  and Drums o f  the I st and 4th Battalions, The Queen's Regiment, marching

i£

The Guard o f Honour, headed by the Guard  
Commander, pays compliments to the Mayor.

The candelabra presented by the M iddlesex Regiment 
to the London Borough o f Barnet on permanent loan, 
with from left to right the acting Deputy Colonel, 
the Colonel o f the Regiment, the M ayor and the Town 
Clerk o f the London Borough o f Barnet.

The M ayor salutes the Regimental Colour of the old 
1 st Battalion The M iddlesex Regiment (D C O ) 
carried by the Colour Ensign, L t. R . N . Colbourne.
On the M ayor's left is the Guard Commander,
M ajor H . M . du V. Lohan, and behind him Lt.-G en.
S ir  Richard Craddock, Colonel o f the Regiment, A
Colonel A . S . J .  de S . Clayton, acting Deputy  ^
Colonel, the Town Clerk and L t.-C o l. K . J .  Carter, 
commanding 4th Bn. The Queen's Regiment.

TRANSFER OF THE FREEDOM OF 
THE LONDON BOROUGH OF BARNET

T h e  Freedom  o f E n try to the Borough was form ­
ally transferred to the Q ueen ’s R egim ent from  the 
M idd lesex Regim ent (D C O ) in a cerem ony at 
H endon on T h ursday, A p ril 16.

T h e  G uard  o f  H onour form ed up in the car park 
at Egerton G ardens, H endon, for inspection.

A fter inspection b y  the M ayor, C ouncillor V ictor

»Isher, and the C olonel o f the Q ueen ’s Regim ent, 
tenant-G eneral S ir R ichard C raddock, accom ­
panied b y  the T o w n  Clerk, M r. Ronald H . W illiam s, 

and the A ctin g D epu ty  C olonel, C ol. A . S . J. de S. 
C layton, the m en m arched dow n T h e  Burroughs 
past the saluting base outside the T o w n  H all, led by 
the C orps o f D ru m s and the Bands o f the 1st and 
4th Battalions T h e  Q ueen ’s Regiment.

Later, at an official council m eeting, an illum inated 
copy o f  the resolution passed by the council, trans­
ferring the Freedom  o f E n try to the Q u een ’s, was 

Jjanded to S ir  R ichard C raddock b y  the M ayor.
W  T h e  M ayor said: “ In one w ay w e are losing what 
seem s to be a very old friend, b ut w e are gaining a 
regim ent w hich is going to be a new  friend, and o f 
w hich w e are going to be equally p roud” .

People m ust never dw ell in the past, said the

M ayor. T h e  Q u een ’s w ould go on prospering, and 
w ould help anybod y in distress.

“ I hope that m any you n g people o f ou r tow n will 
jo in  the R egim ent and receive the same pleasure 
that their forefathers d id ” .

S ir  R ichard C raddock told the council that the 
change in B ritain ’s defence policy had m eant a con ­
siderable reduction in the arm ed forces. T h is  m eant 
a num ber o f  difficult decisions had had to be made, 
and regim ents w ith  proud and honoured nam es had 
com e together to form  the Q u een ’ s Regim ent.

“ W e thought it w as for the best to com e together 
as one regim ent. It is probable that w hatever d e­
cision w e had m ade w ould not have been acceptable 
to ev eryb ody.”

S ir  R ichard said the Q u een ’s was doing all it could 
to carry on the traditions it had inherited from  the 
county regim ents.

In return, the council was presented b y  C ol. 
C layton  w ith  a pair o f M idd lesex Regim ental 
candelabra m ade in 1835. “ W e w ish  to  perpetuate 
in  this w ay, the v ery  strong links w hich  always 
existed in the past betw een you r B orough and the 
D ie-H ard s” , said the Colonel.

Regimental Museum
Curator: M a j. R . W .J .  S m ith , M B E , T  &  A V R  Centre, Deansbrook Road, Edgware, M iddlesex.

T h e  follow ing are recent acquisitions to the 
m u seu m :

U N ITED N ATIO N S FLAG 

CRESTED POSTCARD 
M AP OF KEM M EL H IL L

U N ITED N ATIO N S FLAG
T h is  flag, now  happily an exhibit in the R egi­

m ental M useum  at B ruce C astle, T otten ham , was 
originally flown in Trafa lgar Squ are for one week

«rior to being sent to M ajor-G en eral C oad in K orea 
1 1950.
T h e  flag was taken by General S ir  G . Ivor T hom as, 

k c b , k b e , d s o , m c  (at that tim e Q uarterm aster- 
G eneral), w ho personally handed it over to a pilot 
at L ondon A irport, together w ith  a personal letter for 
G eneral Coad.

G eneral Robertson, an Australian, com m anding 
the base in Japan, handed the flag to G eneral C oad 
in the presence o f  27th B ritish  Com m onw ealth  
Brigade H Q  at Pakchon, K orea, in N ovem ber 

1950-
^ K h e  flag was the first to reach K o rea and flew at 
•S ffe ra l C o ad ’s H Q , until the Brigade returned to 
H ong K o n g  in 1951, after relief.

It was flown once again at G eneral C o ad ’s 2nd 
D ivision  H Q  in G erm any, when he w as com m and­
ing a N A T O  Force in 1952.

U nder this flag, the last Battle H onours o f the 
D ie-H ards w ere won. T h e y  are “ K orea, 19 50-51” , 
“ N aktong Bridgehead” , “ C h o n gju ” , “ C hongchon 
I I ” , “ C h u a n -N i” , “ K a p yo n g-C h o n ” , and “ K a p -

yo n g” , one o f w hich , “ K o rea 19 50-51” , is to be 
borne on the Regim ental C olo u r o f  the successor 
unit, “ T h e  Q ueen ’s R egim ent” .

Presented by M ajor-General B . A .  Coad, C B , C B E , 
D S O , D L .

CRESTED POSTCARD
T h is  postcard is one o f those printed and sold 

during the years o f intense patriotic enthusiasm , 
19 15-16 . It bears a M idd lesex  R egim ent cap badge, 
lightly em bossed on the card in  g ilt, w ith  a printed 
greeting on the front o f  the card and the norm al 
section for personal m essage and address on the 
reverse.

Presented by M ajor P . Donovan.

M AP OF KEM M EL H IL L
T h is  photograph was taken in A u gu st 1918, and 

is really a sequence o f  photographs form ing a pano­
rama. T h e  w hole, taken b y  a cam era w ith  tele­
scopic lenses, covers the ground from  F erm oy 
F arm  to the B elved ere-B elle  V u e  C abaret, a distance 
o f  approxim ately 2,000 yards.

T h e  23rd (2nd Football) Battalion m oved into the 
forw ard trenches during the night July ist/2nd and 
at one period form ed a com posite Battalion w ith  
the A m erican 108 Infantry Battalion— N e w  Y o rk . 
T h e  23rd Battalion at that tim e form ed part o f  the 
123rd Brigade, 4 1st D ivision.

Presented by M r. Henry A .  O xley  (G/87359) late 
Z2,rd B attalion.
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PERSONAL JOTTINGS
M ajor “ P um b ago”  A llott, ou r oldest surviving 

D ie-H ard  am ongst the officers, celebrated the 90th 
anniversary o f  his birthday on A p ril 24, and on that 
day w e sent him  a telegram  conveying the v ery  best 
wishes o f all D ie-H ards.

T h is  old B oer W a r veteran rem ains in good 
health. L o n g  m ay this continue!

H eartiest congratulations to B rigadier and M rs. 
Euston Baker on celebrating their golden w edding 
on A p ril 5.

M o st o f ou r readers w ill hardly need rem inding 
that Brigadier Baker is one o f our m ost distinguished 
D ie-H ards. H e was com m issioned into the R egi­
m ent as a Special Reserve officer in A ugust 1914 and 
the follow ing D ecem ber was posted to  the 2nd B at­
talion then form ing a part o f the B E F  in France. H is 
service throughout that w ar was largely w ith  the 
2nd Battalion and, at the v ery  early age o f  23, he 
com m anded that Battalion during the final stages o f 
operations on the W estern front.
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Brigadier and M rs. Baker at a party held to 
celebrate their golden wedding.

A fte r  the wrar he devoted his services to the T A . 
H e com m anded the 8th Battalion and later the 7th 
C ity  o f  L ondon Regim ent (Post Office Rifles) 
w hich , at that tim e, was incorporated in the M id d le­
sex R egim ent (D C O ). W hen the Territorial A rm y 
w as duplicated in  1938 he becam e the H onorary 
C olonel o f  the 2/8th Battalion.

D u rin g  the 1939-45 war he com m anded a Brigade.
A fter the w ar he again devoted his services to the 

T A ,  and did a term  o f office as C hairm an o f  the old 
C o u n ty  o f M id d lesex  T  and A F A  on the E xecutive 
C om m ittee o f w hich  he had served for m any years.

H e is one o f the senior D e p u ty  Lieutenants o f 
G reater London.

H is gallant services during the 19 14-18  war w ere 
recognised b y  the aw ard o f  the D S O , M C  and Bar, 
and three m entions in despatches, and since then 
"by b eing m ade a C om panion  o f the M ost H onour­
able O rder o f the Bath (C B ) and a C om m ander o f the 
M o st Excellent O rder o f  the British Em pire (C B E ).

W e  w ish  both Brigadier and M rs. Baker m any 
m ore years o f  happiness together.

W e heard recently from  M ajor K en  Clayden, 
w ho com m ands the T  and A V R  C adre o f  the M a n ­
chester Regiment, that he had m et e x -W 0 2  T om m y 
Burbage (6089896), w ho, as a Corporal, joined the 
1 st Battalion from  the Q ueen ’s Royal W est S urrey 
R egim ent and fought in K orea. T h is  cheerful old 
soldier, w ho considers h im self v ery  m uch a D ie- 
H ard, stum ps along on a false leg in  W arrington, 
w here he now' lives.

A n y  o f his old friends w ho w ish to get in tc ^ B  
w ith him  can get his address from  R H Q  (M iddlesex 
Office), Edgware.

N ew s has very recently been received o f an old 
2/7th Battalion soldier w ho was in  N o. 4 Platoon, 
w hich was reputed to have w on the “ D ie-H ard 
Stakes”  at N etheravon in 1940. H is name is D ave 
C o ry  and he now  lives in the M ortlake area. H e 
states that he was com pulsorily transferred to an 
R E  (Railway) C om pany and that he served with 
that unit on the Russian supply line and also 
Italy. "

D o any o f  ou r readers from the old 2/7th Battalion 
rem em ber him  ?

Congratulations to C ol. M erv yn  C raw ford on 
b eing installed as Captain o f the fam ous Prestw ick 
G o lf  C lu b  this year. W e  missed him  very m uch at 
the R egim ental S pring G o lf  M eeting, w hich he 
regularly attends, but, on that day he was heavily 
involved w ith  his own Spring M eetin g at Prestwick.

Earlier this year Capt. M ik e D eakin w rote to let 
us know  that on com pletion o f his present tour as 
a G S O  3 at the M in istry  o f D efence, he expects to 
take com m and o f the M O D / V IP  F light o f  Alouet'te 
helicopters at N etheravon for about a year.

A  form er P rovost Sergeant o f the 7th  Battalion, 
ex-Sgt. A . T .  D ickinson, has for som e years been 
v ery interested in the w ork o f the S t. John A m b u ­
lance Brigade, and is, in fact, the D ivisional S u p er­
intendent o f N o. 93 (Finchley) A m bu lance D ivision, 
w’ith headquaters at the F inchley Sw im m ing Pool.

Ex-Bandsm an “ B rew er”  D rane is still a g r e ^  
source o f  inform ation about form er bandsm en and 
drum m ers o f  the Regim ent, and w e are indeed most 
gratefu l to him  for all the trouble he takes to keep 
us “ in the picture” .

T h ose w ho served in the 2nd Battalion during 
the last w ar w ill be v ery  sorry indeed to hear o f  the 
death on February 10 last, after a long and painful 
illness, o f  L t.-C o l. Philip Earle, late F ifth  Fusiliers, 
w'ho com m anded the Battalion for a period in 1942 
and 1943. H e wras w ell liked b y  all ranks for h is^ ^ - 
failing good hum our, w hich b rought out the b e l^ n  
everybody. H e w ill be rem em bered b y  m any for 
his tw inkling blue eyes and his w arm  hum anity.

W hen he m oved into H am pshire last year M ajor 
Philip  E lliott took over the jo in t honorary secretary­
ship o f  the H am pshire H unt. H e states, incidentally, 
that the H am pshire H unt has long enjoyed the pri­
vilege o f bearing the Prince o f  W ales’s insignia on

4

its buttons— so he w ill be serving under a fam iliar 
b a d g e !

Congratulations to C apt. and M rs. M u rra y Fox 
on the birth o f a son on A p ril 9, 1970.

E x-D ru m m er J. H . Ferguson (T F / i 133), w ho won 
the D C M  w hilst serving w ith  the i/7th Battalion 
during the 19 14 -18  war, sends his best wishes to all 
his old comrades.

^ £ a p t .  G eorge G orin g was m arried to M iss N icola 
^ m  G ordon on Septem ber 20 last at St. M argaret’s 
C h u rch , W arnham , Sussex, and, although rather 
belated, w e send them  ou r best wishes for their 
future happiness.

T h e  bride’s parents live in  G uyana at A lbion  
Estate.

very  able C om pany C om m ander and only answered 
for the A djutant once w hen the latter w ent on 
leave.

A n  old soldier w ho has recently been in touch 
w ith  us is C apt. V ictor Oldacre. H e is now  aged 81. 
H e served in the 16th (P u blic Schools) Battalion 
from  N o vem b er 1914 until he was com m issioned in 
D ecem ber 1916 when he w ent to the Leicestershire 
Regim ent. In O ctob er 1918 he jo in ed  the Indian 
A rm y and during his service in  India, w hich  ended 
in  1922, he took part in one o f  the N W  Frontier 
expeditions.

E x - C S M  A rth u r Page (6201260), one o f  our 
H ong K o n g  veterans, w ho is still w ith  th e C iv il 
Service at W estern C om m and, C hester, always 
keeps in close touch w ith  us.

H e sends his best wishes to all his old com rades.

A ccord in g to the latest Serving O fficers’ Location  
L ist issued b y  R H Q  T h e  Q ueen ’s R egim ent, M ajor 
M ike H ayw ard, who has been a D A A G  at H Q  Singa-

Pore D istrict, is due to attend the course now  
ssem bling at the Joint Services S taff C ollege.

A  m ost welcom e visitor to R H Q  at E dgw are last 
m onth was e x -R S M  “ R ocky”  K n igh t, w ho had 
tim ed his leave hom e from  C anada so that he could 
attend the i/7th (1939-45) Reunion D inner at H orn­
sey on A p ril 24. H e looked v ery  w ell indeed and 
there is not m uch doubt that the clim ate on the other 
side o f the A tlantic O cean suits him .

Accom panied b y  his w ife he returns to C anada 
on M a y  11 and w e wish them  G o d  speed and trust 
that their next visit will not be too long delayed.

A  surprise visitor to R H Q  at E dgw are on M arch  6 
last was M ajor Ian L lo yd , w ho looked a picture o f 
health on his return from  the F ar East. H e has now 
taken up a G S O 2  appointm ent at H eadquarters, 
W estern C om m and, Chester.

W e  heartily congratulate S gt. F . J. O ’ Rawe 
(22560673), now  serving on the R ecru itin g  S taff at 
H ornsey, on w inning the L ig h t H eavyw eight B oxing 
Cham pionship o f the A rm y this year at A ldershot. 
A part from  gaining this honour he also boxed for 
the A rm y in three representative m atches— against 
the R oyal N avy , the R oyal A ir  Force and W ales.

W e sym pathise deeply w ith B rigadier and M rs. 
Basil Rackham  whose charm ing little house in St. 
John’s W ood was recently burgled w hilst th ey w ere 
aw ay for only a few  hours. M an y  item s o f  sentim ental 
value, w hich are irreplaceable, w ere taken.

T h o se w ho w ere serving w ith  him  in the is t  
Battalion in H ong K o n g  w ill be sorry to hear that 
ex-Sgt. Jim m y M arable (6201236), that excellent 
Battalion footballer, has suffered a slight stroke and, 

fcelthough on the road to recovery, he is still m ainly 
Ptonfined to his hom e at Bush H ill Park, Enfield.

Earlier this year S M I  O . S . E . M eadow s 
(14469311), A P T C , w ho was attached to the 1st 
Battalion in G ibraltar and later in  G uyana, was in 
touch w ith  R H Q  at Edgw are.

L t.-C o l. Stanley M iram s now  lives in a small flat 
at H eadington, O xford, and has to lead a very 
quiet life after a serious illness tw o years ago. T h is

«ans that he is no longer able to attend any func- 
Ks, since any form  o f  excitem ent, pleasurable or 
otherwise, is too m uch for him.

It has been brought to ou r notice that the personal 
jo ttin g  on M ajor Fred d y N u n n  in the last issue of 
the Newsletter was not strictly accurate in that he 
was described as a form er A djutant o f  the 17th 
(Footballers) Battalion whereas, in fact, he was a

H i l l i n g

FLORISTS

fo r  b lo w ers, ¡P ia n ti, etc. 

MEMBERS of INTERFLORA

(F low ers by  wire, 

any time and  any­

where throughout 

the world)

Phone: M ILL HILL 1387

145 BROADWAY, MILL HILL, N.W.7
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W e  have recently had news that the health o f  ex- 
Pte. James Sim s (6196740), w ho served w ith  the 1st 
Battalion in the Shanghai D efence Force in 1927, is 
not too good. H e was posted to the 2nd Battalion 
in  India in O ctob er 1927, and served w ith  that 
Battalion in M adras and K hartoum  until he was 
transferred to the R eserve in  June 1932.

H e is now  a w idow er livin g in Poplar, and any of 
his old  com rades w ho w ould like to v isit him  can get 
his address from  R H Q  at Edgw are.

E x-C /Sgt. L . W . T a y lo r  (6203993) has been 
enquiring for news o f  anyone w ho was serving w ith 
him  in “ B ”  C om pan y o f the 2nd Battalion.

I f  any o f  ou r readers can help they are kindly 
asked to get in touch w ith  the Editor.

O ur heartiest congratulations to C apt. Peter 
W alden  w ho, as a result o f passing one o f the stiffest 
o f  m edical exam inations recently, is now  a M em ber 
o f  the R oyal C ollege o f Physicians— a high honour 
for a com paratively young doctor.

E x -L /C p l. R . J. W eedon (14843), w ho served 
w ith  the 2nd Battalion during the 1914-18 w ar and 
is now  H on. S ecretary o f the Brighton and H ove 
B ranch o f the O ld  C on tem ptibles’ Association, 
sends his best wishes to all D ie-H ards.

T h e  engagem ent w as announced in the Daily  
Telegraph o f  A p ril 1 last betw een C apt. Ian W eston, 
T h e  Blues and Royals, son o f M ajor-G eneral and 
M rs. G . P. L . W eston, and M arian, daughter of the 
late M ajor-G en eral F. N . M itch ell and M rs. R. H. 
K eenlyside.

O n  F eb ruary 2 1 , 1970, M iss C lare  W illoughby, 
eldest daughter o f M ajor-G en eral S ir  John and 
L a d y  W illo u gh b y, was m arried to C apt. M ichael 
M ou nde, R E , eldest son o f  the late M r. R. E . O . N . 
M ou n d e and M rs. G asson, at St. G ile s ’ G arrison 
C h u rch , School o f  Infantry, W arm inster.

W e send them  ou r best wishes for their future 
happiness.

Middlesex Regiment Golfing Society
S P R IN G  M E E T IN G  1970

A  most successful m eeting was held on the N orth 
H ants G o lf  C lu b  C ourse at Fleet on Friday, A pril 24. 
T h ere  w ere 19 entries and the results o f the various 
com petitions, each decided over 18 holes, were:

S in g le s  M e d a l C o m p e tit io n  
S c r a tc h  a n d  H a n d ic a p

Gross H ’t
M ichael C ripp s (winner, scratch and

Transvaal C u p) 80 1
L t.-C o l. J. R- B. W orton  (winner, 

handicap and D arjeeling C u p) 87 1
Sgt. T .  P ryor (runner-up, scratch) 89 1
L t.-C o l. T .  W . C h attey  . . 92 1
S g t. A . G . T o rr ie  . .  . .  . . 9 3  1
Sgt. I. R outledge (runner-up, handi­

cap) . .  •■ 94 1
C p l. A . J. R eide . . . . . . 96 1
M rs. H . K . H ardcastle . . . . 98 1
L t.-C o l. C . N . C layd en  . . . . 101 2
M ajor A . R . B isset . . 102 1
C apt. R . D . L atham  104 1
M r. P. Q u inn  . . . . 104 2
L /C p l. R. F. Abraham s 114  1
C apt. R. J. T arran t (D ivot) . . 127 2
M r. R . H. K . H ardcastle . . . . N R  1
C ap t. G . G o rin g  . . . . . . N R  2
C /Sgt. M . F lvn n  ....................................N R  2
C /Sgt. M . Q uinn .................................... N R  2

74
78
79

76
78

96
103
N R

Q uite recently and quite b y  chance, contact was 
gained w ith  an old D ie-H ard  o f p re-19 14  days. 
T h is  veteran was ex-Sgt. A . G . W h iddett (L/12401), 
w ho was dropped o ff at M alta  when the 1st Battalion 
cam e hom e from  A den in D ecem ber 1913 and served 
w ith  the 2nd Battalion until the end o f the 1914-18 
war, in w hich he w on the M ilitary  M edal for bravery 
in  the field.

W e  w ere so sorry to hear that once again A lb ert 
W hite, the energetic H onorary Secretary o f the Ealing 
B ranch, has had on doctor’s order to curtail his 
activities for the tim e being.

W e trust that he w ill take care o f  h im self and soon 
be com pletely fit again.

S ta b le fo r d  F o u r s o m e s

Sgt. T .  P ryor and S g t. A . G . T o rr ie  (winners, C ooper 
C up)

C p l. A . J. R eide and L t.-C o l. C . N .

M r ? / ?  K . H ardcastle and L t.-C o l. S’ ( ttm n « s-u p )
J. R . B. W orton 

Capt. R. J. T arran t and C /Sgt. M . Q uinn 
M ichael C ripps and M ajor A . R. B isset . .
L / C p l. R . F. Abraham s and Capt. G . G o rin g  
C /Sgt. M . F lynn  and L t.-C o l. T .  W . C hattey 
Sgt. I. R outledge and M r. R. H . K . H ardcastle 
B rig. A . E . G reen  and M r. P . Q uinn

H id d e n  H o le s  C o m p e tit io n

M ichael C ripp s (winner)
C p l. A . J. R eide (runner-up) 
S gt. I. R outledge 
M rs. H . K . Hardcastle 
L t.-C o l. J. R . B. W orton . . 
L t.-C o l. T .  W . C h a ttey  . . 
L t .-C o l. C . N . C layden 
Capt. R. D . Latham  
S gt. T .  P ryor 
M ajor A . R . Bisset 
S g t. A . G . T o rr ie  
C /Sgt. M . Q uinn 
L /C p l. R. F . Abraham s 
M r. P . Q uinn 
C ap t. R . J. T arrant

26
25
25
25

N et
score

24

34
35 
35

W e w ere delighted to get a q uite unexpected visit 
from  L t.-C o l. “ B lanco”  W h itin g  on A p ril 9, w hilst 
on holiday in  this cou ntry from  the U nited  States of 
A m erica. Lo okin g rem arkably fit— and prosperous 
— he inform ed us that on his return he w ould be 
taking over the appointm ent o f  S uperintend ent o f 
the R afael M ilitary  A cadem y, o f w hich  he has 
hitherto been A ssistant Superintendent.

O u r heartiest congratulations go to M ichael 
C ripps (the son o f L t. G . D . C ripps) who, at the age 
o f 15, won the Scratch prize in the M edal C om peti­
tion. It was a splendid effort and augurs w ell for his 
future.

A t  the conclusion o f the m eeting M rs. “ T o ssie”  
W orton  very kindly presented the prizes.

Cricket
S e a s o n  T ic k e ts  fo r  L o r d ’ s, 1970 ^  •

Since the notice was published in the last issue 
(February) o f the Newsletter that tw o season tickets 
w ould again be available for use at L o rd ’s this year 
the Secretary o f M C C  has w ritten to say that his 
C om m ittee have decided to discontinue the issue o f 
season tickets as from  this year since the dem and for 
them  is so small.
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O B I T U A R Y

It is w ith  m uch regret that w e have to announce
that the follow ing have died:

A r c h e r — O n  January 13, 1970, C apt. R obert P. 
A rcher, after a long and painful illness, aged 50. 
H e enlisted in the Regim ent in 1941 and on com - 
pletion o f basic training was posted to 1st K en- 

^ P sin g to n s . H e was com m issioned in 1943 and was 
posted to 2nd Kensingtons, serving until the end 
o f the war. H e rejoined the K ensingtons in 1952 
and served until 1957. H e was E ditor o f The 
Kensington for 10 years.

B r o m l e y — O n February 20, 1970, ex -C /S gt. Joseph 
B rom ley (6200153), aged 53. H e enlisted in the 
Regim ent in June 1931 and was later posted to the 
2nd Battalion, w ith  w hich unit he served until 
1935 when he was posted to the D epo t Staff. H e 

P  transferred to the A rm y R eserve in June 1938, but 
^  was recalled on m obilisation in June 1939 w hen 

he was again posted to the D epo t (24 M G T C )  as 
Sergeant Instructor in M usketry. In June 1941 
he was posted to i/8th Battalion and served w ith 
that unit until he was dem obilised in Septem ber 

1945-

B r o w n — O n A p ril 1, 1970, at his hom e at Exm outh 
C ol. G eorge L angford  Brow n, d s o , aged 84. H e 
was com m issioned into the Regim ent in A u gu st 
1906 and posted to the 4th Battalion. In  the 
1914-18  w ar he saw active service in France, 
Belgium  and Italy, was w ounded tw ice, mentioned 
in despatches three tim es, and aw arded the D S O  
and the French C roix  de G uerre. A fter the war 
he spent som e years on the A rm y P T  staff, 
finishing up as Inspector o f P T  from  January 1936 
to  A ugust 1939 when he retired. H e com m anded 
the 1 st Battalion from  Septem ber 1932 to N o vem ­
ber 1935.

C r o u c h — O n A p ril 12, 1970, e x -R S M  E dw in
C rouch, b e m  (6190150), aged 84 years. “ D asher”  
C rouch  started his service in the T erritoria l A rm y 

^  w ith  the 1/7th Battalion, and em barked w ith  that
W Battalion when it w ent to G ib raltar in Septem ber

1914. A fter the 1914-18  w ar he becam e a R egular 
soldier and served w ith both R egu lar Battalions 
and the D epot, from  where he was discharged to 
pension in 1938 as a W O 2 . H e then took on the 
appointm ent o f  R S M  o f the M ill H ill School 
C C F  w hich he held for m any years. U n til age and 
failing sight curtailed his activities he was a 
staunch m em ber o f the M ill F lill B ranch o f the 
D ie-H ards C lub.

♦ l  C o u r t — O n A p ril 5, 1970, L t.-C o l. Servais 
F itz  W alter M arius del C ou rt, M C , after a long and 
painful illness borne w ith rem arkable courage and 
patience, aged 74. H e was com m issioned into the 
Regim ent in D ecem ber 19 14  and served w ith  the 
2nd Battalion in France, b eing aw arded the 
M ilitary  Cross for bravery in the field. In 1919 
he w as w ith  N o. 1 Special C om pany in Russia, 
and for his services there he w as aw arded a B ar to

the M ilitary  Cross. Th ereafter he was posted to 
the 4th Battalion and rem ained w ith  that Battalion 
until it was disbanded in 1922 when he joined the 
1st Battalion. D u rin g  the 1939-45 vvar he corn" 
m anded the 2nd Battalion from  June 1940 to 
A p ril 1941. H e retired w ith  the honorary rank of 
Lieutenant-C olonel in S eptem ber 1944.

D r e w — O n A p ril 1, 1970, ex -D ru m  M ajor D enis 
D rew  (18938 and 6189737), aged 67. “ D ru m m y ”  
D rew  enlisted at M ill H ill in M arch  1919 and 
joined the 3rd Battalion on its return from  C o n ­
stantinople. O n  the disbandm ent o f  that B at­
talion in 1922 he was posted to the 1st Battalion 
and later to the 2nd Battalion then stationed in 
India. W hen  the change o f the tw o R egular b at­
talions took place in 1931, he decided to con­
tinue his service abroad and jo in ed  the 1st Battalion 
in E gypt. W ith  that Battalion he served as D ru m  
M ajor until he took his discharge in M alaya, w hen 
he joined the Prison S taff and the V olunteers. 
H e fou gh t w ith  the V olunteers w hen the Japanese 
invaded M alaya in 1941, being w ounded in action 
and later taken a prisoner o f war. W h ilst in cap ­
tiv ity he was a tow er o f strength to  his fellow  men. 
A fter the w ar he rem ained in M alaya to com plete 
his service w ith  the Prison S taff and, on retire­
m ent therefrom , returned to this country.

H a g g a r d — O n F eb ruary 8, 1970, suddenly in L o n ­
don, C apt. C hristopher A m yard  H aggard, aged 
84. H e was com m issioned in the Q u een ’s Royal 
W est S urrey Regim ent in 1915 and was severely 
w ounded w hilst serving w ith  7th  Q u een ’s in 
France. In  N ovem ber 1916 he w as prom oted 
C aptain for distinguished service in the field and 
transferred to T h e  M id d lesex  R egim ent. H e 
was posted to the 12th (Service) Battalion and in 
A p ril 1918 he w as aw arded the F rench  C ro ix  de 
G u erre  for gallantry on the Som m e. H e retired 
in  1922 on account o f  ill-health, b u t served 
again in the 1939-45 w ar at the W a r Office.

H i l l — O n M arch  7, 1970, H on. C apt. Francis 
H en ry H ill, aged 76. H e jo in ed  the 5th (Special 
Reserve) Battalion at C hatham  in O ctob er 1914, 
and was posted to the 2nd Battalion in the B E F  in 
January 1915. H e w as w ounded at the Battle o f 
N eu ve Chapelle in M arch  1915 and, on discharge 
from  hospital, again jo in ed  the 5th Battalion 
until he w as posted to a H om e S ervice Battalion 
o f  the Q ueen ’s O w n R oyal W est K e n t R egim ent 
in 1916. O n being passed m edically fit in M a y  1918 
he w as posted to th e B E F  in France and served 
w ith  the 4th Battalion until the A rm istice. A fter 
the w ar he re-engaged and served w ith  the 2nd 
Battalion until his discharge in Septem ber 1936. 
H e w as always proud o f th e fact that he w as the 
Sergeant o f the G u ard  w hen FIRH  T h e  P rince o f 
W ales visited the Battalion in Singapore.

O n its form ation in the i 939~45 w ar he joined the 
H om e G uard, and served w ith  it continuously 
until he retired w ith  the H onorary rank o f C aptain 
in 1944.
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H u l l— O n February 22, 1970, peacefully at Pinhoe, 
E xeter, on the eve o f her 95th birthday, Helen 
M u riel, beloved w ife o f the late M ajor-G eneral 
S ir  A m yatt H ull, w ho com m anded the 4th B at­
talion w ith  great distinction at the Battle o f M ons 
in A u gu st 1914, and m other o f F ield-M arshal Sir 
R ichard H ull, C h ie f o f D efen ce S taff 1965-67.

I n n e s - I r o n s — O n  January 2 6 , 1970, at his hom e near 
D orchester, Brigadier A rth u r Innes-Irons, CBE, 

D SO , aged 79. D u rin g  the 1914-18  w ar he com ­
m anded the 19th (Second Public W orks Pioneer) 
Battalion and was aw arded the D S O  and Bar. 
In  the 1939-45 w ar he served on G eneral Eisen­
how er’s staff in N orth  A frica  and later in England 
in charge o f  civilian labour, and was aw arded the 
C B E  for his services.

M a r g r a v e s — O n F eb ruary 28, 1970, peacefully in 
his sleep, after a prolonged illness, ex-S gt. M aster 
C ook Stanley M argraves (6198522). In the 1914-18 
w ar he served w ith  the Royal Fusiliers and was 
w ounded at the Battle o f the Som m e in 1916. 
A fter the w ar he returned to civilian life and in 
1932 enlisted on a T A  engagem ent in the 7th Bat­
talion. W hen the T A  w as m obilised in 1939 he 
w ent to the B E F  w ith  the i/7th Battalion and was 
w ounded during the evacuation from  D unkirk in 
1940. T h ereafter he served in the U nited K ingdom  
until he was discharged in 1945.

P ye— O n M arch  3, 1970, at the O porto British H os­
pital, C apt. R eginald A rnold  Pye, aged 78. H e was 
com m issioned into the 16th (P u blic Schools)

Battalion on A p ril 23, 1915, and served w ith that 
Battalion until it w as disbanded in February 1918 
when he was transferred to 29th Battalion, 
M achine G u n  C orps. H e was prom oted Captain 
in M arch  1919 and relinquished his com m ission 
in July o f the same year. D u rin g the w ar he was 
aw arded the Belgian C roix  de G uerre for services 
in the field. O n dem obilisation he becam e a 
partner in the firm o f Rawes &  C o. L td ., shipping 
and insurance agents, O porto, Portugal, and on 
retirem ent therefrom  he w as the senior partner.
H e had kept in touch w ith  his old Regim ent in 
recent years through the R egim ental jo u r i^ k  
and this Newsletter.

T a y l o r — O n February 27, 1970, M a ry  T ay lor, 
w idow  o f C apt. W . G . T ay lo r, aged 97. She was a 
“ regim ental w ife”  o f the old school, w ho not 
only gave her tim e to the Regim ent but also her 
tw o sons, w ho w ere killed in action during the 
19 14 -18  war.

W e e k s — O n A pril 13, 1970, ex-Pte. W alter W illiam  
W eeks (G / 105251), aged 69. H e joined the 53rd 
(Y oun g Soldiers) Battalion in O ctob er 1918 a n d ^ ^  
was posted in M arch  1919 to the 23rd (2nd Foot-^P^ 
ball) Battalion, then serving w ith  the A rm y of 
Occupation on the Rhine. H e returned to the 
U nited K ingdom  in N o vem b er 1919 and was 
dem obilised in A pril 1920. A lth o u gh  his m ilitary 
service was b rief he joined the Regim ental A ssoci­
ation on his release from  m ilitary service and re­
m ained a keen supporter until the day o f his 
death.

The Royal Garrison Church
P O R T S M O U T H

O n S un day, M arch  1, a new stained glass window  
in the south sanctuary o f the Royal G arrison C hurch  
on G overn or’s G reen, O ld  Porstm outh, was dedi­
cated b y  the Venerable J. R . Y ouens, c b , o b e , m c , 

q h c , C haplain  G eneral to the Forces.
T h e  Regim ent was represented by L t.-C o l. G . C .

D . S co tt-L o w e, w ho felt deeply conscious o f pride in 
his old Regim ent whilst sitting in the regim ental pew.

FORTHCOMING EVENTS

Regimental Goods
T h e  follow ing R egim ental goods are available:

Details

A sh trays, glass crested  
Badges, blazer 

„  car
„  O C A  ...........................................................

C ravats, R egim ental (old pattern) T ery le n e  . .
,, ,, (new  pattern) T e ry le n e  . .

K e y  fobs, black or maroon background 
T ie s , R egim ental (old pattern) T ery le n e  

,, „  (new pattern) T ery le n e
„  ,, (new  pattern) Silk
„  O fficers’ C lu b  
,, M id d lesex Association, Silk 
„  „  ,, T ery le n e
,, Q u een 's  R egim ent, T ery le n e  

H erald ic  S h ields, M id d lesex R egim ent 
Books, “ D ieh ard s in  the G reat W ar”

(V ols. 1 and 2)
B oth  V o ls .— cloth cover 

,, — paper back 
P rint, ‘ ‘S tead y the D ru m s and F ifes”  (coloured)

Postage has been included in the cost o f goods. 
C heques/Postal O rders should be m ade payable 

to “ T h e  M idd lesex Regim ental Association” .

£ s. d.
each $ 0
each I 7 6
each 2 2 6
each 3 0
each I 9 0
each I 9 0
each 4 0
each 9 0
each 9 6
each 16 0
each 16 0
each 18 6
each 12 6
each 19 6
each I IS 6

I 0
15 0

I I 0

Date

W ednesday, June 3 

Friday, June 5

Sunday, July 26

Saturday, A ugust 1

Event

Special regim ental coach to 
the D erby.

O fficers’ C lu b  D in n er at 
U nited Service C lu b , Pall 
M all, London S W i.

Sum m er outing to Blenheim  
Palace, W oodstock, including 
river trip to A bingdon. ^

D epo t O pen D a y  at Bassing- 
bourn, H erts.

Friday, A ugust 21 V isit to M on s for cerem onies
to in connection w ith  56th anni-

M onday, A u gu st 24 versary o f  the Battle o f M ons
(Provisional).

W ednesday A ugust 26 Party to K n eller H all Band 
Concert.

Friday, O ctober 2 2/7th Battalion (1939-45) D *  
ner at V icto ry  E x-Service 
C lu b , S eym our Street, L o n ­
don W 2.

Saturday, O ctober 3 A nnual Reunion at Porchester 
H all, Q ueensw ay, London 
W 2.

ASSOCIATION NEWS

Secretary’s Notes Hornsey & Enfield Branch
B e n e v o le n t  C a s e s

D u rin g the period Septem ber 1, 1969, to D ecem ­
ber 31, 1969, the sum  o f £493 18s. od. was spent 
from  the C haritable Fund in m aking grants to 54 
ex-m em bers o f the Regim ent, or their dependants.

•
D o n a tio n s — C h a r ita b le  F u n d

T h e  Secretary gratefu lly acknowledges donations 
to the Charitable Fund from  L t. G . D . C ripps, M r. 
A. R. D rane (in m em ory o f  “ D ru m m y”  D rew ), 
M rs. O. L . Jones, C ol. D . C . L . N olda, C apt. P . C . 
P rescott-R ichardson, C apt. J. R . C . R iseley, M r. 
J. Row e, and M rs. F. C . W ibrow .

R e g im e n t a l  M e m o r ia l  in  St. P a u l ’ s  C a th e d r a l
Since the last list o f contributors was published 

^ B i n  the February issue o f The Die-H ards Newsletter 
donations to the R egim ental M em orial in St. P au l’s 
Cathedral have been m ost gratefu lly  received and 
acknow ledged from  C ol. H. A . de Barros Botelho, 
M rs. F . M . D onoghue and fam ily, L t. J. B. H awkins, 
H ong K o n g  Prisoners o f  W a r Association, T h e  
M id d lesex  Society and M ajor-G en eral S ir  John 
W illoughby.

T h e  total o f donations, etc. received up to M arch  
3 1, 1970, am ounted to £ 11,2 53  *6s- 7d.

Ealing Branch
T h e  annual general m eeting o f the Branch was 

held on Friday, M arch  13, 1970, in the A lb uhera 
Bar o f the old D rill H all. W ith  M r. G . Ife in the 
chair and 12 m em bers (out o f 27) present a good 
m eeting was held.

T h e  m ost im portant discussion was “ W here is 
^^fcthe 1939-45 D ie-H ard ? ”  W e  have three younger men 

(1939) and 24 older m en (1914) and w e are all very 
concerned about the future o f the Branch. I f  the 
you nger generation w ill com e along and help the 
Branch w ill survive. I f  th ey stay aw ay it w ill die and 
that w ould be a tragedy. W e are ju st hoping.

It is w ith  regret that w e have to report the death of 
ex-Sgt. Ernest W itts, late o f the 8th Battalion, who 
died in W est M idd lesex H ospital, Islew orth, on 
F ebruary 21, 1970. E rnie W itts  jo in ed  the 8th 
Battalion in 19 11 and was posted to the D ru m s as a

éflat flute player. H e served in  G ibraltar and 
ance during the 19 14 -18  w ar and carried on after 
the cessation o f hostilities to earn his T erritoria l 

E fficiency M edal. H e had been a m em ber o f the 
E aling Branch since ou r re-birth, although he had 
not been w ith  us for som e tim e. H e was crem ated at 
M ortlake C rem atorium  on February 26, 1970, and 
the Association was represented b y  M r. E . N icholls 
and the H on. Secretary.

A l b e r t  W h i t e

O n M arch  20 w e held ou r A G M  at H ornsey and 
although the m em bers attending w ere not so large 
as w e wished, the interest in branch affairs was lively 
and sincere. T o  ou r delight L t.-C o l. Sim pson 
remains as ou r Chairm an once again, H en ry T h o rn ­
ton continues as ou r news ferreting and energetic 
S ecretary and D o u g  Sankey, now  know n am ong 
other things as “ Purse S trin gs” , ou r T reasu rer. I, 
too, am v ery  pleased to help as V ice-C h airm an. O u r 
R ifle C lu b  under the steady hand o f  D o u g  Sankey 
has prom ised m ore B isley outings this year as w ell as 
indoor shooting at the D rill H all, and the Entertain­
m ents Com m ittee, consisting o f  B ert M ellor, Stan 
H urlock and Eddie Johnson, can be relied upon to 
“ do us proud”  as always.

W e had a Social and D an ce on M arch  21, w hich 
was a great success— our thanks to Stan H urlock, 
w ho ran the raffle in place o f  B ert M ellor, w ho, 
unfortunately, was not w ell, and som e excellent 
prizes w ere won. Joan M ellor com pletely ran the bar 
in B ert’s absence and w ell deserved o u r thanks, as 
do M esdam es H urlock, Stokes, M ilroy, Franklin  and 
Penm an, w ho worked hard and produced a very 
w elcom e buffet. T h e  three-piece playing for us w ere 
top quality. A part from  the husbands o f the ladies 
m entioned, w e w ere pleased to w elcom e quite a

P e t e r  M c R a e
& C O M P A N Y  L IM IT E D

L ife Assurance Consultants 

Insurance an d  M ortgage Brokers 

BEACON ROAD, CROW BOROUGH, 
SU SSEX

Telephone: C R O W B O R O U G H  3284/5/6

Did you know  that besides protecting 

your family, life assurance can assist in 

other fields, such as education, house 

purchase, pension, and estate du ty?  We 

specialise in the needs of service person­

nel and w ou ld  be pleased to advise.

W e make no charges

W e also hava departm ents specialising  

in other form s o f general insurances 

w hich are at your service
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crow d, am ong w hom  w ere Les B ull, Jock Easton, 
T o o k y  Poole, Frank W h itb y  and H arry G ribble, 
w hom  w e are glad to say seems to have recovered 
and is going great guns again. W e  do hope m ore of 
you  w ill v isit us or w rite and let us have you r news. 
H ave ju st heard that Johnny F irth  is unwell again; 
ou r best wishes for a speedy recovery, Johnny. 
S in cere wishes to you  all.

L e s  H o s s l e n

Portsmouth & Gosport Branch
T h e  annual general m eeting was held on February 

13, 1970. O u r C om m ittee was re-elected for a further 
year o f  office, headed b y  our popular Chairm an, 
H arry  N orfield .

Both M r. Charles and M r. Peters w ere unable to 
attend through sickness. W e  are pleased to say M r. 
Peters is now  fu lly  recovered and M r. Charles is 
progressing favourably. W e hope to see him  at the 
m eetings again in the v ery  near future. M rs. 
O ’N eill has now  recovered from  her illness and is 
up and about again at hom e. W e  hope to see her 
at the Branch m eetings w hen the w eathei picks 
up.

S id  B uckle is doing very w ell and wishes to be 
rem em bered to all his old pals. It is fairly safe to say 
that his good condition is due to the untiring efforts 
o f  his w ife, G ladys. T h e y , too, w ill be attending 
ou r m eeting when the w eather im proves.

W e  w ere v ery  pleased to w elcom e M ajor and M rs. 
H oneybun to our m eeting on M arch  13. I am afraid 
a n um ber o f ou r stalw arts w ere absent on other 
m atters, but an enjoyable evening was spent b y 
those present.

I t should be realised, o f  course, that the Ports­
m outh and G osport Branch covers a very w ide area, 
contained in the triangle Portsm outh, Southam pton 
and C hichester. Som e o f ou r m em bers have some 
30 m iles to travel to attend the m eeting, and that 
ferry is shocking after a couple o f  pints. It says a 
lo t for the lo yalty  o f ou r m em bers that w e have 
enough to hold a m eeting on m ost occasions except 
when the w eather is too bad.

F red  and A n n e W igg  and I had a bit o f fun 
returning from  the m eeting on M arch  13. I had 
throw n aw ay the ferry  tickets for bus tickets. W hen 
the collector asked for the tickets I prom ptly gave 
him  three bus tickets. W as m y face red? W e 
laughed all the w ay hom e about it.

O u r best regards to all ou r friends. S ee you 
A lb uhera D ay.

B e r t  H a s t i e

Uxbridge Branch
O n the evening o f  M arch  25 cam e the culm ination 

o f  a project that at one tim e seem ed rather remote 
and to som e appeared to  b e rather expecting a lot. 
I refer to the Branch D inner.

T h e  venue chosen w as at a place w ell know n to 
m em bers o f  the old Battalion w hen stationed at 
A m ersham — T h e  Bell H ouse H otel, Beaconsfield—  
and the Beaconsfield Suite allocated to us w as an 
ideal size for ou r function.

Pieces o f  R egim ental silver w ere used to set off 
each table and com pleted a pleasant picture.

T h e  guests o f  honour w ere some old friends whom

m any o f  us had not seen for som e time— C o l. I. R. 
Burrow s, L t.-C o l. and M rs. T .  W  C hattey and 
M ajor R. W . J. Sm ith.

T h e  follow ing m embers attended, m ost o f them  
w ith their w ives and/or friends: L t. and M rs. F . M . 
W aite and daughter, M r. and M rs. D ickie, M r. and 
M rs. G . H . A ttw ood, M r. and M rs. J. R . Bell,
M r. and M rs. W . C rum p, M r. and M rs. G . Eggleton 
and party, C ol. and M rs. W . D . E llis and party, 
M ajor G . H artley, Col. J. D . M cFarlane, M r. and 
M rs. E. E. Peggrem , M r. and M rs. R. F . Pennings,
M r. and M rs. J. Rowe, C ol. and M rs. F . W a ld d J ^  
M r. and M rs. A . J. W ales (“ D ru m m y” ) and A in  
and M rs. W alters.

A t the end o f the evening everyone expressed their 
enjoym ent and their wish that this w ould be the first 
o f m any such pleasant “ get-togethers”  and the hope 
that the num bers w ould be even better next time.

A n y  old m em ber w ould be w elcom e at our 
m onthly m eetings at U xbridge “ Battle o f B ritain”  
C lu b  on the third Friday o f  each m onth.

J. R . D i c k i e

»
9th Battalion Branch

W hen you receive this copy o f the Newsletter it 
w ill be quite possible that our ow n A n n ual Reunion 
and D inner has taken place. T h e  date is M a y  16 
(Albuhera D ay). A t  present the applicants for a 
dinner ticket are few. I sincerely hope w e shall 
have an attendance far in excess o f last year’s.

O ne o f the objects o f ou r Association is to prom ote 
social activities, and w hat is m ore pleasant than to 
dine and wine w ith one’s colleagues and to augm ent 
that occasion w ith the introduction o f  relatives and 
friends ?

I have always been v ery  proud to know  that I 
served in the ranks o f the M idd lesex Regim ent and 
I believe that others do also acknowledge that fact.

N ext year I hear that arrangem ents are being made 
for a service in St. Paul’s Cathedral on or near A lb u ­
hera D a y w hich, o f course, is a very good idea and 
m ust be strongly supported.

O u r own reunion, w hich has hitherto been held 
on or near M a y  16, m ay have to be altered. T h is  
will be debated at the annual general m eeting before 
the dinner. A n y  suggestions w ould be very welcom e.

O ne great decision, w e m ust always keep the flag^H* 
o f  ou r Association flying.

June and July o f this year are going to be N ational 
G urkha months in Britain. In view  o f this Battalion’s 
close relationship w ith  those splendid warriors 
during W o rld  W ar I in  M esopotam ia and India, we 
are m aking a proposal at the annual general m eeting 
to support the appeal b y  Field-M arshal L o rd  H ard­
ing, b y  contributing towards the fund w hich  w ill 
assist the welfare o f the G urkhas and their families, 
after the G overnm ent’s plan to retire m ore than
9,000 o f the G urkhas b y  1971. O u r best wishes to 
all those w ho have been associated w ith us.

R. T . M .

W.O.s’ & Sgts’ Branch
Firstly, I m ust apologise to all w ho look forward 

to reading the various Branch notes each quarter 
for failing to m ake our usual contribution in the last 
issue.
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It was w ith  deep regret that we heard the sad news 
o f  the death o f  our com rade and m em ber Joe B rom ­
ley, w ho passed aw ay on February 20. Joe, although 
a m em ber o f  on ly a few  m onths, w ill be sadly missed 
and w e tender ou r deepest sym pathy to M rs. Brom ­
ley. U nfortunately, I was not notified o f this sad 
happening until after the funeral so was unable to 
pay our last respects to a friend and com rade. B ut 
I am sure he w ill always be rem em bered b y  all o f us 
w ho knew  and served w ith  him.

O u r m eetings so far this year have been well 
|^ |n d e d . A t  each m eeting the num bers have in- 
^ R s e d ;  this I hope is a good sign for 1970. N o w  
that it looks as i f  w e are getting the support needed, 
w e can m ake arrangem ents for entertainm ent 
each m onth. In  the past, not know ing if  this support 
w as forthcom ing, it was rather futile trying to 
arrange anything.

W e  welcom e John B rody and Bill L ew is  to the 
B ranch, both o f  whom  served in the 2nd Battalion 
ju st prior to the am algam ation o f the 1st and 2nd 
Battalions. T h o u g h  not know n b y  m any m em bers I 

^ ^ in c e r e ly  hope this w ill soon be rectified on their 
^ W e x t  v isit to  us.

W e  w ere also very pleased to hear from  ou r old 
com rade, R ocky K n igh t w ho, although he w as in 
hospital over the Christm as period w ith  an ulcer, is 
now  out and about. B y  the tim e these notes are 
published I hope m any o f  us w ill have seen him , for 
he is, or should I say, was, on holiday in the old 
country.

T h e  anniversary o f  the Battle o f A lb u h era w ill 
soon be upon us and w ith  that day in  m ind w e are 
looking forward to seeing those com rades who, 
though living some distance aw ay, always m anage

to attend the service and reunion w hich is held after 
the service.

T o  all Branches w e send our greetings and best 
wishes.

L . R . J o h n s o n

l/7th Battalion (1914-18) OCA
W e held our A n n ual Reunion D inner on T h u rs ­

day, M arch  19, at A lexandra Palace, W o od G reen . 
It was w ell attended, the num bers present, including 
guests, totalled 50. O u r Secretary, Stan  E dge, and 
his com m ittee had a happy evening seeing so m any 
present.

U n der the chairm anship o f  Bill M ou tie, d c m , 

w ho is now  near his 82nd birthday and travelled from  
N ew ark, it was an undoubted success. L t . A . C . S. 
M eyn ell proposed a toast to the Association and 
A bsen t Friends, and the C hairm an proposed a 
toast to our guests, w hich  was responded to  by 
C apt. W alter W ard, w ho for m any years has attended 
ou r reunions as a guest.

C o l. J. K . M aitland m ade a short speech in  w hich  
he spoke about Rem em brance D ay. H e stated that 
the service at H ornsey Parish C h u rch  can no longer 
be held there and he hopes that the m em bers w ho 
have attended fo r so m any years w ill be able to 
attend the R egim ental Service at Inglis Barracks, 
M ill H ill, on that day.

A fter the dinner and toasts w e settled dow n to 
m eet old friends and talk o f old tim es and old  com ­
rades, especially those w ho w ere unable to be present 
through ill health, age and/or being unable to travel.

R. H . F e r g u s o n

«

Parsons
and

Printing

Over a Century-old  Partnership . . .
L ik e  th e  S erv ices, w e h a v e  a  t ra d i t io n  to  u p h o ld , a t  th e  sa m e  tim e  ta k in g  a d ­
v a n ta g e  o f  sc ien tific  p ro g re ss  in  th is  ag e  o f  m e c h a n isa tio n , y e t m a in ta in in g , 
th ro u g h  a  sp ecia l d e p a r tm e n t,  a  p e rso n a l a n d  h e lp fu l l in k  w ith  o u r  c u s to m e rs ,  
w h o m  w e a re  e v e rw iliin g  to  a d v ise  a n d  a ssis t in  th e  p ro d u c tio n  o f  th e ir  jo u rn a ls
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