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Editor: C o l . F . W A L D E N , D .L .

R E O R G A N IS A T IO N  O F  T H E  
I N F A N T R Y

i i M ay last year the C .G .S .  announced that 
Infantry was to be reorganised on a D ivisional 

5. T h is  reorganisation is now  proceeding and 
w ill be firm ly established by early next year.

T h e  basic intention is to group existing large 
Regim ents and Brigades into D ivisions so that the 
Infantry may b e  in a better position to absorb any 
further reductions that m ight occur.

T h e  Q ueen ’s D ivision  w ill com prise T h e  Q u een ’s 
Regim ent, T h e  R oyal Regim ent o f Fusiliers and 
T h e  Royal A nglian Regim ent. It is the intention that 
these regim ents w ill retain their identities w ithin 
the D ivision. T h e  D ivisional Com m andant is 
M ajor-G eneral M . Forrester, c .b .e ., d .s .o ., m .c ., 

the present D irector o f Infantry. T h e  Divisional 
H eadquarters is being set up at C olchester under 
the Divisional Brigadier— Brigadier M . W . H olm e, 
C .B .E ., M .C.

D u rin g this year the functions perform ed by the 
R .H .Q . for serving soldiers, such as officers and 
other rank personnel administration, w ill be pro­
gressively assumed b y  the D ivisional H .Q . B y early 
1969 D ivisional H .Q . w ill be in full control o f these 
affairs and the Regim ental C olon el and Adjutant 
at R .H .Q . w ill have been phased out. Rem aining at 
C anterbury w ill be R .H .Q . T h e  Q u een ’s Regim ent,

Âsting o f two or three retired officers, w ho w ill 
nue to administer Q ueen ’s Regim ent dom estic 
affairs.

T E R R IT O R IA L  A N D  A R M Y  V O L U N T E E R  
R E SE R V E  III (T. &  A .V .R . I l l )

A s a result o f the recent G overnm ent announcem ent 
that C iv il D efence is to be reduced to a care and 
m aintenance basis, w ith  the consequent disbandm ent 
o f  various com ponents o f  C iv il D efence, considera­
tion is being given by the A rm y Board o f  the D efence 
C ouncil in consultation w ith the C ouncil o f  Territor- 
' ■’̂ ^ u x ilia ry  and Volunteer Reserve Associations, 

to m ethod o f  im plem enting this decision in the 
case o f T .  &  A .V .R . III . O ne object o f the discus­
sions is to see w hether ways o f preserving the skills 
and facilities o f T .  Sc A .V .R . I l l ,  in particular the 
m ilitary benefits w hich the A rm y and the country at 
large w ould gain from  it, can be found and to try  and 
w ork out a suitable fram ework w hich could achieve 
this result consistent w ith the G overn m en t’s 
decision mentioned above.

M eanw hile, the follow in g steps have been taken to 
begin the reduction o f T .  &  A .V .R . I l l  and produce 
the necessary im m ediate savings in its cost.

A ll existing T erritoria l units w ill continue in being 
during this phase based on their existing T .  &  A .V .R . 
C entres, and no T erritoria ls need to be discharged 
unless th ey  w ish to be.

T erritoria l Officers and soldiers w ill not be paid 
fo r training or receive T ra in in g  Expenses A llow ance 
after A p ril 1, 1968. U n til further notice refund o f  
travelling expenses w ill not b e adm issible.

T h ere  w ill be no annual cam ps in 1968 as hitherto 
planned, thou gh any proposals to  hold cam ps at no 
cost to public funds w ill be considered.

N o  p ub lic funds w ill b e spent on recru iting or 
publicity.

C O M M A N D  C H A N G E S  

S tr a te g ic  C o m m a n d
T h e  new  A rm y Strategic C om m and, w ith  H .Q . 

at W ilton, W ilts, cam e into being on A p ril 1 last, 
and w ill be responsible for the com m and and training 
o f the bulk o f the A rm y ’s field force form ations in 
the U .K .

It has tw o D ivisions, nam ely, the existing 3rd 
D ivision, wnth H .Q . at Bulford, and consiting o f  the 
5th, 19th and 24th Infantry Brigades and the 16th 
Parachute Brigade, and a new  form ation, 5th 
D ivision, w ith  H .Q . at W rexham , D enbighshire, 
w hich  com prises the 2nd, 8th and 39th Infantry 
Brigades.

S o u th e r n  C o m m a n d
A n  enlarged Southern C om m and, w ith  H .Q . at 

H ounslow , also cam e into being on A p ril 1 last, 
and is responsible for A rm y adm inistration in  the 
area south o f  a line from  the W ash to the British 
Channel, taking over the adm inistrative responsi­
bilities o f  the form er Southern Com m and and also 
o f  Eastern Com m and, w hich has disappeared as 
such.

T h e  new Southern Com m and has four D istricts, 
nam ely, L ondon D istrict, w ith  H .Q . in W hitehall, 
Eastern D istrict, w ith  H .Q . at C olchester, South- 
East D istrict, w ith  H .Q . at A ldershot, and South- 
W est D istrict, w ith  H .Q . at Tau nton.

H om e C ounties D istrict has been absorbed 
into South-E ast D istrict and S alisbury P lain  S u b - 
D istrict has been re-nam ed S alisb ury Plain Area.



Austin Reed suits 
from £25 

cost nothing

to try on.

AUSTIN REED
o f  R egen t Street

P e t e r  M c R a e
& C O M P A N Y  L IM IT E D

L ife Assurance Consultants 

Insurance an d  M ortgage Brokers

BEACON ROAD, CROWBOROUGH, 
SUSSEX

Telephone: C R O W B O R O U G H  3284/5/6

Did you know  that besides protecting 

your family, life assurance can assist in 

other fields, such as education, house 

purchase, pension, and estate duty? We 

specialise in the needs of service person­

nel and w ou ld  be pleased to advise.

W e make no charges

W e also have departm ents specialising  

in other form s o f general insurances 

w hich are at your service

4th B A T T A L IO N  T H E  Q U E E N ’S R E G IM E N T  
(M ID D L E S E X )

T h e  4th Battalion has now  m oved from  N orthern 
Ireland to W arm inster, where it is to take over the 
duties o f  D em onstration Battalion at the School of 
Infantry.

T h e  full postal address is: K nook Cam p, near
W arm inster, W ilts.

10 th (T) B A T T A L IO N  T H E  Q U E E N ’S R E G IM E N T  
(M ID D L E S E X ) ^

M ajor J. D . G unnell was prom oted to Lieutenant- 
Colonel to com m and the Battalion in succession to 
L t.-C o l. P. J. H all, w ith  effect from  A pril i ,  1968.

W hilst congratulating him  on his prom otion we 
send him  our very best wishes in the difficult days 
ahead for T .  and A .V .R . III.

R E G IM E N T A L  M U S E U M
Since the last publication o f  M useum  n o te ^ P l 

the final issue o f The Die-H ards the follow ing items 
have been given to the R egim ental M useum :

S w o r d  o f  2/Lt. J. E. W h ite h e a d  
M e d a ls  o f  C /Sgt. A . T . G r e e n  (L/7631)

B rief notes o f the above are given below.

S w o r d  o f  2/Lt. J. E. W h ite h e a d
T h e  sword is the norm al infantry officer’s type 

as used since 1910.
James Edward W hitehead was born in N ovem ber 

1895, and enlisted in the L ondon Rifle Brigade on 
A u gu st 5, 1914. W ith  this unit he served in France 
until w ounded in the second Battle o f  Y pres on 
M ay  13, 1915. O n  recovering from  his w ounds he 
was com m issioned into the M iddlesex R egim ent and 
posted to the 7th Battalion on A u gu st 24, 1915. 
A fter some m onths in E ngland he returned to France 
and joined the 1 /7th Battalion. Just under six weeks 
later he was killed in action at Bois de Leuze, 
C om bles, on Septem ber 15, 1916, in his 21st year. 

Presented by his sister, M iss K .  E . Whitehead

M e d a ls  o f  C /Sgt. A . T . G r e e n
T h e  m edals consist o f the Q u een ’s S outh A f ^ B i  

medal w ith  clasp “ C ape C o lo n y”  and “ SOTnh 
A frica  1902” , the A frica  G eneral Service M edal with 
clasps “ Jidballi”  and “ Som aliland 1902-04” , British 
W ar M edal, V icto ry  M edal and the L o n g  Service 
and G ood  C onduct M edal.

C /Sgt. G reen  enlisted in N o vem b er 1901 and 
after service in South A frica w ith  the 2nd Battalion 
was posted to the 1st Battalion in India. In July 
1903 he was one o f a n um ber o f that Battalion who 
volunteered for service in Som aliland, for w hich he 
was awarded the G eneral Service M edal.

Presented by his son, M r. L . Green

A c k n o w le d g m e n t
T h e  Editor w ould like to take this opportunity of 

thanking the m any readers w ho have expressed to 
him , either in w riting  or verbally, their appreciation 
o f  the first Die-H ards Neu'sletter.
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PERSONAL JOTTINGS

E x .-R .S .M . “  Jock ”  A nderson, w ho lives at 
T ew kesb u ry, wrote recently and sent his best wishes 
to all “  D ie-H ards ”  w ho happen to know  him . 
T h ere  are still a num ber o f us w ho w ill rem em ber 
him  not on ly as a very smart and efficient R .S .M . of 
the is t  Battalion on its re-formation after the 19 14-18  
W ar, b ut also as a great sportsman. H e was a first- 
class footballer and at right back was the mainstay 
o f ^ A Battalion S occer team  in those days. In that 
posuion he was selected to play for the A rm y on 
m any occasions.

W e send our very best wishes to this loyal old 
“  D ie-H ard .”

M ajor Peter Bellers is to be posted as D .A .Q .M .G ., 
Q 2c (A) at the M inistry o f D efence as from  June 27 
next.

#rom Aldershot w e have news o f M ajor A . R. 
et (6198753) who, after serving as a “  D ie-H ard  ”  
for m any years, transferred to the A .C .C .

H e is a keen golfer and intends to take part in the 
R egim ental Spring M eeting, w hich is to be held at 
F leet on M ay 10.

A  recent w elcom e visitor to Edgw are was ex-S gt. 
D avid  Bolam  (6201280) w ho enlisted in 1933 and 
served in the Band o f the 2nd Battalion until 1938 
and then in the Band o f the 1st Battalion. H e was 
w ith  the 1st Battalion during the battle o f H ong K o n g  
and, as a P .O .W ., was later sent to T o k io . H e com ­
pleted his C olour-Service in Septem ber, 1961, and 
now  lives in N ew  Barnet.

A nother old “  D ie-H ard  ”  w ho recently got in 
touch w ith us was ex-C apt. (Q .M .) W . Burrell. 
H e joined the 2/8th Battalion in Septem ber, 1914, and 
served w ith  that Battalion until it was disbanded in 
France in 1916. H e then joined 1 /8th Battalion and 
remained as a D rum m er w ith  that unit until he was 
gassed in M arch, 1918. H e was dem obilised early 
in 1919.

T h rou gh ou t the 1939-45 W a r he served w ith  the

»al A rtillery, in w hich he was com m issioned as a 
rtermaster.

L t.-C o l. N orm an C layden writes from  Singapore, 
where he is G .S .O . 1 at H .Q . Singapore D istrict. H e 
states that he has so far com e across several 
“  ex-D ie-H ards ”  out there, including Ron Oakley 
w ho was w ith  the 2nd Battalion in Palestine in 1947 
and is now  a M ajor in R .E .M .E ., and B arry Eady 
w ho was w ith  the 1st Battalion in H ong K o n g  and is 
now in insurance.

•. A s w e go to press we have heard that L t.-C o l.
(T om ) C ub itt has returned from  an extended 

stay in the U .S .A ., and is back at his old hom e at 
Ashtead in Surrey.

Capt. M ike Deakin transferred to the perm anent 
C adre o f the A rm y A ir  C orps last January and went 
to the A rm y Aviation Centre at M iddle W allop to do 
a conversion course on a particular type o f helicopter 
before going to G erm any to take over the A ir  T roo p  
o f the Royal Scots G reys.

H e takes a great pride in his old Regim ent and 
intends to m aintain as m any associations w ith  us as 
he possibly can.

O u r best wishes go w ith  him , and w e shall look fo r­
ward to w elcom ing him  to any o f  the functions w hich 
he can attend.

L t. D avid  Everard, in a recent letter from  D ar-es- 
Salaam , states that life there continues to be very 
pleasant. His ch ief h ob b y appears to be deep sea 
fishing, for w hich  he has equipped h im self w ith  a 
fine fibre glass boat. H e expects to be hom e on 
leave at the end o f the sum m er.

L t. M u rray F ox  was m arried to M iss E lizabeth 
O sborne at H orsell, Surrey, on A p ril 19. W e send 
them  our best wishes for th eir future happiness.

W e w ere very pleased indeed to w elcom e L t. 
G eorge Freeborn w hen he visited us at Edgw are 
recently. H e is now  farm ing at M u ch  H adham  in 
H ertfordshire, and thoroughly enjoying it.

T h a t fine old w arrior, ex-D ru m m er G eorge 
G arrett (L/9904), w ho served in the 3rd Battalion 
and later in the 4th Battalion at the Battle o f 
M ons, w rites a very cheerful letter in beautifu l h and­
writing. H e sends his best wishes to all O ld  
Com rades and ends w ith  “  up the gallant ‘ D ie- 
Hards ’ .”  S uch  is his spirit!

Shortly after Christm as ex -C p l. F. C . (“  D o lly  ” ) 
G ra y  (6191650), w ho now  lives in G loucestershire, 
got in touch. H e enlisted in July, 1919 and, after 
service in the 3rd Battalion, joined the 2nd Battalion 
on H .T . Huntsend w hilst the Battalion was on its w ay 
to Singapore from  E gypt. H e w as in the Signals 
Platoon under the late M ajor (then L t.)  E . L . H ey- 
w ood and com pleted his C olo u r S ervice in India in 
1928.

W e w ere v ery  sorry to hear that B rig. -Arthur 
(Stum ps) G reen  had had to go  into hospital for an 
operation last M arch. A fter only a short spell “  in 
d o c k ”  he has m ade a very good recovery, b ut it is 
d oubtful if  he w ill be fit enough to  play in the R egi­
m ental S pring G o lf  M eeting on M a y  10.

Congratulations to ex-S gt. P ercy H utchins, m .m . 

(T F /179 7), late 1 /7th Battalion, on the anniversary 
o f his golden w edding on A p ril 6.

C ol. A ndrew  M an w rites to say that recently in 
N arberth, Pem brokeshire, w here he lives, he m et 
D r. J. D . C linch, the form er Irish R ugger In ter­
national w ho, as a you n g officer, served w ith  the 1st 
Battalion in the 1920s. H e also m et in the same 
place another doctor w ho had been B rigadier G o d frey  
L e rw ill’s M .O . in Nigeria. It is a sm all w orld!

O ld  soldier H . G . M and er (L / i 1961). w ho recently 
left the Royal H ospital, C helsea, is very com pli­
m entary about the w ay in w hich he was looked after as 
an In-Pensioner. D u rin g his C olo u r S ervice he served 
w ith  the 1st and 2nd Battalions and w ith  the K in g ’s 
A frican  Rifles.
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L t.-C o l. Francis M organ, having com pleted his 
tour o f d u ty  on  the staff at the Ministry* o f D efence, 
has been posted as A .A . and Q .M .G . at H .Q . W ales 
D istrict. T h is  suits him  adm irably as he can now 
live at his hom e, w hich  is w ithin  a few  m iles o f his 
place o f work.

L t.-C o l. John Shipster has been appointed G .S .O . i . 
at the U .S . A rm y C hem ical School, U .S .A ., and is 
due to take up this appointm ent in  June.

W llty A
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the world)
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145 BROADWAY, MILL HILL, N.W.7

o f  the i st Battalion when it was popularly known as 
“  C h ristie ’s C avalry .”  F or a tim e he was groom  to 
L t.-C o l. (then L t.) D . Y . C u b itt before becom ing 
groom  to the Brigadier in C olchester.

In a recent letter C apt. Frank Redpath states that 
he has landed a good jo b  w ith  the Rediffusion 
O rganisation, w hich  he is taking up early in June. 
W e w ish him  the best o f  luck in his new  venture.

A n  old veteran w ho has recently joined the R egi­
mental Association is ex-C p l. A lfred  Saunders 
(G/8266), w ho w as 90 last D ecem ber. H e originally 
enlisted in A ugust, 1914, and was posted to 6th 
Battalion D .C .L .I . ,  b ut was discharged on account 
o f ill-health three m onths later. A s  soon as he was 
fit again he re-enlisted in February, 1915, in the 
M idd lesex Regim ent and, on com pletion o f  recruit 
training, was posted to the 2nd Battalion in France. 
A s a result o f  w ounds received in action in July, 1916, 
his left arm was am putated. S ince his discharge 
from  the Service in M ay, 19 17, he has w orked on 
b ehalf o f  disabled ex-service m en and is a m em ber 
o f  B .L .E .S .M .A . H e is also a founder m em ber of 
the C am berw ell Branch o f the British Legion.

A fter a long bout o f  illness ex-Pte. Joe Sm ith 
(6197002), w ho for m ost o f his C olo ur Service 
was w ith  the 2nd Battalion, writes to say that he is 
gradually regaining his health and strength and that he 
intends to com e dow n from  Blackpool to see us when 
we get warm er weather.

E x-Bdsm . Reg. Sm ith (6203540), w ho was ^ ^ i n g  
w ith  the 1st Battalion in H ong K o n g  at the outbreak 
o f the war w ith  Japan and was later m ade a P .O .W ., 
has joined the R egim ental Association so that he can 
keep in touch w ith  his old com rades. H e lives at 
Colchester, w hich is the hom e o f  m any other 
“  D ie-H ard s.”

W e w ere very sorry to hear that ex-Sgt. D ave 
Stockm an, late 2/8th and 1st Battalions, has h a ^ a  
bout o f ill-health, w hich kept him  from  w ork^ W  
about five m onths. H e is, fortunately, m aking a 
good recovery and has returned to w ork, though he 
has to take things easily.

Earlier in the year w e had a visit from  E. A . Sm ith 
(6198296), w ho was in the horsed T ransport Platoon

Ex-Pte. Con Sullivan (6188418), one o f our small 
band o f itensely loyal ex-3rd Battalion m em bers, was 
adm itted as an In-Pensioner to the Royal 
H ospital, Chelsea, on A p ril 8 last. T h is  brings our 
total num ber o f In-Pensioners to six.

In a letter received quite recently ex-Pte. Robert 
W right (816754), w ho was serving w ith the 1st 
Battalion at the tim e o f the fall o f H ong K o n g, sends 
his kind regards to all ranks, past and present, o f the 
R egim ent.

A  few copies o f his book “  I was a H ell Cam p 
Prisoner ”  are still available from  the Secretary of the 
Regim ental Association, price 2s. 6d.

D IA M O N D  W E D D IN G  A N N IV E R S A R IE S  
C o lo n e l a n d  M rs . W . A . S te w a rt.

O n D ecem ber 28, 1967 C ol. A rchie Stewart, 
com m anded the 57th from 1924 to 1928, and 
Stew art celebrated their D iam ond W ed din g at their 
hom e, T h e  D o w er H ouse, H eydon, N orw ich, and 
w e are indebted to their son, L t.-C o l. D uncan 
Stew art, for the follow ing account o f that unique 
occasion:—

M y  father has been deeply touched b y  the interest 
shown him  b y  all ranks o f the M iddlesex Regim ent 
in his old age. W hen he and m y m other took a 
w inter holiday in G ibraltar three years ago, they were 
treated w ith  alm ost incredible hospitality and respect 
by the 1st Battalion there. A m ongst incidents \\Licl^ 
I know* particularly pleased m y father w e re :—

(i) A  guest night when he was m ost thoughtfully 
placed before the centrepiece presented by 
the Brigade o f G uards to mark the com rade­
ship w hich  existed betw een them  and the 
R egim ent in the 1st G uards Brigade at 
A ldershot during his period in com m and.

(ii) A n  extraordinary happy v isit to the Sergeants’ 
M ess, when they im aginatively arranged for 
his photograph to be taken am ongst them  and

subsequently sent him  a specially framed 
copy.

(iii) T h e  frequency w ith  w hich he was recognised 
and saluted in the streets, even b y  private 
soldiers w ho had som ehow  got to know* that 
he was a form er officer.

Colonel and M rs. Stewart at home.

For several years he has been delighted b y  tele­
grams on the anniversary o f the Battle o f Spion K op  
(of wrhich I suppose he is the last survivor), and again 
from  Regim ental H eadquarters and both the M esses 
on his birthday. A n d he and m y m other w ere once 
m ore very deeply touched by a series o f Regim ental 
telegram s (including one signed “  from  officers w ho 
served under your com m and ” ) on the relatively 
unique occasion o f their D iam ond W ed din g on 
D ecem ber 28, 1967.

D ecem ber 1907 m ay have been a good tim e to  be 
m arried in A ldershot, but 60 years later, with 
Christm as occurring in the same week, it is a very 
difficult tim e to celebrate the anniversary in a tiny 
remote N orfolk village. M y  father is now  quite 
blind and that disadvantage coupled w ith  their age 
m ade it im possible for them  to travel to L ondon for 
a party w hich could have been m ore generally 
attended. In the event they had a m ost successful 
m idday party in their own hom e for about 60 
relations and friends. Both o f them  w*ere in excellent 
form . W hen the guests w ere sufficiently prim ed, 
they once m ore cut an enormous “  w edd ing cake ”  
w ^ ^ fa th e r ’s sword, the village trum peter sounded 
” ^ ^ ^ e com es the bride,”  and father m ade a very 
w itty  speech— not an easy task w hen one cannot see 
the guests. Afterw ards there was an excellent fork 
lunch before people had to depart to get w ell on 
their hom eward way before dark. B ut the day was 
by no means finished for m y indom itable parents, 
who then held an evening party* for the villagers, 
regaled b y  stories o f life in India 60 years ago. 
Finally there w*as a fam ily dinner party at w hich they 
had the additional happiness o f the announcem ent 
o f the first o f their grandchildren to becom e engaged. 
A ^ ^ b o th  w ere up betim es for C hurch  Parade next 
m o ^ g .

In the days when C olonels w ere usually around 50 
I fancy m y father at 43 was once the youngest C .O . 
in the British A rm y. But that w orks both w*ays and 
it means that 1968, his 88th year, w ill mark the 
fortieth year since com pletion o f his tenure of 
com m and. H e is fond o f the story that his backside 
was designed b y  nature for carrying the kilt and that 
it was pure accident that brought h im  to the “  D ie- 
H ards.”  T h is  is, how ever, an accident that he has

never had cause to regret. It was then and has 
always rem ained a truly m agnificent Regim ent. I 
find it hard to think that there is another Regim ent 
anyw here w hich so w ell shows its veterans th ey are 
not forgotten.

It  is very difficult for the old couple to express 
their thanks for all the signs o f  kind rem em brance 
w hich they receive, and these notes are perhaps the 
best w ay o f reaching all concerned as an expression 
o f  their very deep appreciation and gratitude.

L t.-C o l. a n d  M rs . G . F. E. R a p so n
L t.-C o l. G eorge Rapson, w ho w on the D .S .O . in 

the 1914-18  W ar, and M rs. Rapson celebrated their 
Diam ond W ed din g at the K n o ll, T u ffley , G loucester, 
on February 3, 1968.

Friends at the O ld  People’ s H om e, w here they live, 
gathered for a sherry party. A m on g those present 
w ere C o l. R apson’s nephew , M r. M alcolm  T u cker, 
and his w ife; A id . A . G . N eal (representing the 
M ay o r o f  G loucester) and m em bers o f the Zetland 
M asonic Lodge, G loucester, o f w hich  he is a past 
M aster.

T h e  couple received m any flow*ers, cards and 
telegram s. O ne telegram  cam e from H er M ajesty 
T h e  Queen.

C o l. Rapson, w ho is 85, enlisted into the R egim ent 
in  1897. H e was appointed Sergeant D ru m m er o f 
the 4th Battalion in N o vem b er 1906 and prom oted 
to R .S .M . o f the 2nd Battalion in A p ril 19 12.

L t.-C o l. and M rs. Rapson with one o f their many 
messages o f  congratulations.

H e was com m issioned in the field in February 
1915 direct to the rank o f C aptain.

O n  retirem ent after the 1914-18 W ar he w ent to 
live in G loucester. D u rin g  the 1939-45 W ar he 
served in the R .A .F . Regim ent.

In later years he was an official w ith  the G loucester 
branch o f the N .S .P .C .C ,

Betw een 1936 and 1945 C ol. Rapson was a G lo u ­
cester C ity  C ouncillor.
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ASSOCIATION NEWS

S E C R E T A R Y ’ S N O T E S  
A n n u a l R e u n io n

It has been decided that the A nnual Reunion this 
year w ill now  be held at the Porchester H all, Q ueens­
w ay, London, W .2, on Friday, O ctober 11 , and N O T  
at the T .A .  C entre, Edgw are, on Saturday, O ctober 
5, as previously notified.

A n n u a l G e n e r a l  M e e t in g
T h e  A nnual G eneral M eeting o f the Regim ental 

Association w ill b e  held at the Porchester H all, 
Q ueensw ay, London, W .2, on Friday, O ctober n ,  
at 8 p.m .

S u m m e r  O u tin g
A  sum m er outing in the form  of a trip by river 

steam er from  W indsor to M arlow  and return has 
again been arranged this year and w ill take place on 
Sunday, June 23.

F u ll details are b eing sent to all m em bers.

R e g im e n t a l  D e p o t O p e n  D a y
T h e  Regim ental D epot Open D a y w ill be held 

this year at C anterbury on Sunday, July 7, and 
arrangem ents have been m ade to hire coaches for 
m em bers o f the R egim ental Association and their 
fam ilies to v isit the D epot on that day.

F ull details are being sent to all m em bers.

D o n a tio n s — C h a r ita b le  F u n d
T h e  Secretary gratefu lly acknowledges donations 

from  C apt. P. j .  A . Pielow  and M r. E . N ew m an to 
the C haritable Fund.

L o r d  L ie u te n a n t ’s  A p p e a l fo r  W id o w s ’ F la tle ts , 
E n fie ld

A p art from  the covenanted subscriptions the 
Secretary gratefu lly acknowledges contributions to 
the above A ppeal received from  the follow ing :—  

H ornsey H om e G uard  O .C .A ., L illey  Benevolent 
Fund, C ol. I. R . Burrow s and M r. F. Z . Pope.

T h e  total contributions towards the A ppeal received 
up to D ecem ber 31, 1967 am ount to £8,389 9s. 4d.

B r a n c h  S e c r e ta r ie s
M r. H . T horn to n  has taken over the duties of 

H onorary Secretary o f the H ornsey and Enfield 
Branch vice M r. L . A . J. H osslen who, after a short 
term in office, has, unfortunately, had to relinquish 
the post on account o f pressure o f business.

A r g y ll  a n d  S u th e r la n d  H ig h la n d e r s  B a la c la v a  
D in n e r

L ieutenant-G eneral G . C . Bucknall, at the request 
o f the D e p u ty  C olonel, represented the R egim ent on 
this traditional and hospitable occasion, on N ovem ber 
18, 1967.

O ur R egim ent’ s congratulatory telegram  was read 
out after the Q u een ’s message, and received hearty 
acclam ation.

M ost friendly enquiries and messages from  m any 
o f our old friends wrere exchanged.

E A L IN G  B R A N C H
It is with regret I report the death of ex-Pte. 

Charles H arding. H e served w ith  the 8th in G ibraltar 
and France and has since been in residence at 
Han well. T h e  Branch was represented at the fj^pral.

T w o  new' m em bers o f the Branch are M e ss« . P. 
C ane and J. T u rn e r  w'ho I understand were with 
G eneral M an in H ong K o n g. T h e y  hope to m eet him  
at the A lbuhera Parade on M ay 19.

W e are still “  lodgers ”  at the D rill H all and have 
had several enjoyable evenings there but w e still 
keep our fingers crossed and await the decision of the 
local council as to the future o f the hall.

W e are all looking forw ard to our Sum m er O uting 
w hich  this year takes us to Eastbourne. It g iv es^ ^ a  
chance to m ake a fuss o f our “  M um s ”  and 
change o f air.

A l b e r t  W h i t e ,

Hon. Sec.

H O R N S E Y  A N D  E N F IE L D  B R A N C H

O u r A nnual G eneral M eeting was held on M arch 
27, 1968, and although there w ere som e new faces, the 
attendance w'as very disappointing generally.

O u r Chairm an, L t.-C o l. D . E. Sim pson, T .p . ,  

was re-elected and a vote of thanks passed for his 
efforts and support in the past, and it is very gratify­
ing to know he w ill once again take the reins.

Les H osslen unfortunately had to resign as Hon. 
Secretary due to pressure o f business but has pro­
mised to give as m uch help as he can, when available, 
and I feel sure he w ill continue to be a good supporter. 
D o u g  Sankey was elected Vice-C hairm an and was 
welcom ed by us all as once again being a strong 
m em ber o f our team. M r. Regester, although 
experiencing difficulties w ith  his own busu^ss, 
agreed to rem ain as T reasu rer very kindly, 
a relief could be obtained. H aving been elected 
Secretary m yself, all letters should now  be addressed 
to m e— H . T h orn to n , 6 W illiam s H ouse, O rchard 
Place, N .17 .

O u r Rifle C lu b  is m aking every effort this year to 
sw ell its ranks, and the Entertainm ents C om m ittee 
is also out to ensure a regular m onthly social.

G enerally  it was agreed that every effort w ill be 
m ade to encourage not only past m em bers to support 
us m ore frequently but to endeavour to encourage as 
m any o f the younger ex-m em bers o f the R esi|w » t, 
to take an interest and join  us. M r

“  Rocky ex -R .S .M . W . K night, M .B .E .— who 
has long been a very staunch supporter is retiring 
and em igrating to Canada this year and our Chairm an 
on our behalf, wished him  and his w ife every success 
and happiness in the step they are taking. H e will 
be m issed, but w ell remembered.

H . T h o r n t o n , 

Secretary.
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H O U N S L O W  B R A N C H
Since last going to Press w e held our Social on 

February 3, w hich was very w ell supported, with 28 
m em bers, friends and w ives present and, w hilst this 
does not represent a large attendance, it is a w onder­
ful leap forward for a Branch w hich before Septem ber 
was virtually non existent. T h e  A .G .M .,  how ever, 
was not attended as w ell as had been hoped for, only 
21 m em bers being present, but at least there w ere 
plenty of w illing horses prepared to take on the 
Com m ittee work. O ne wag in the bar on clu b  nights 
has^ M n  heard to remark, “  w hat about som e m usic,”  
ob\^rosly a dig at the old 8th Battalion C orps o f 
Drum s, w hich is well represented w ith D ru m m y 
W ales, A lex  and Stan K em p (side drum m ers) W ard, 
(T en o r Drum m er) and Carrotts T hom linson  (flute 
player), but it is always “  Blondie ”  Rae w ho tinkles 
the ivories in the end.

L t.-C o l. H all, o .b .e ., T .D ., has now  delighted us 
all b y  becom ing President o f the Branch and he is 
v ery keen to recruit new  m em bers as he always was 

com m anding the 5th (T .A .)  Battalion.
M B  event w hich the Branch is looking forward 

to is a shooting m atch w ith  “  B ”  C om pany, 10th 
Q u een ’s w hich M ajor H enshaw  is k in dly  arranging 
so that the volunteers in his C om pany can get som e 
com petition shooting, w hich is very hard to com e by 
since rundown hit the T .A .

W e have arranged a fu ll social program m e w ith 
our next social on A pril 28. W e regret that a long 
weekend has been arranged for the A lb uh era W eek­
end by “  B ”  C om pany 10th Q u een ’s and w ith  so 
m any m em bers com m itted we shall not be at Edgw are 
in the strength we w ould have lik e d ; ou r apologies 
for this in advance. W e do, how ever, hope for a 
large gathering on the river outing.

Finally w e extend congratulations to G in ger L ee 
on his m arriage to T o m  T rin d a ll’s daughter, and to 
G ordon Y oun g, w ho was w ith  the 1st Battalion in 
K orea, and his w ife on the birth o f their daughter 
Sarah.

M I L L  H IL L  B R A N C H
O u r m eetings have continued durin g the w inter 

m onths, even though the w eather has tended to 
k ^ B o m e  o f our m em bers at hom e by the firesid e; 
no^That I blame them, a warm  fire w ith  the telly  
very often has m ore appeal than to venture out into 
the icy blast, m ore so, w hen one has to rely on the 
vagaries o f public transport.

I m ust apologize for the omission o f Branch notes 
from  the first issue o f the new Die-H ards Nezvsletter, 
a com plete lapse on m y part for w hich I accept full 
responsibility.

O u r m em bership, w hich  is rapidly nearing the 
500 m ark, has the added attraction o f being interest­
ing to all ages, com prising as it does o f D ie-H ards 
frolM fcll Battalions o f both wars and betw een the 
wars right up to the present day, including m any 
N ational Servicem en. T h erefo re anyone join ing is 
almost sure to  m eet som eone from  the same Battalion 
when old com radeships can be renewed, or, i f  not, 
new friendships made.

A  full program m e o f reunions and outings has 
been planned for this year by the Association and I 
hope that all o f  you  w ill take full advantage o f these 
arrangements to join  in the festivities.

As m ost o f the Branch news is passed on to our 
m em bers b y  m eans o f ou r m onthly new sletter it 
only remains for m e to wish all ou r fellow  Branches 
and their m em bers every' success for the future. I 
am sure that w e shall see m any o f  them  at one or 
other o f the annual “ get-togethers” .

E r n i e  C o l e b e c k .

P O R T S M O U T H  A N D  G O S P O R T  B R A N C H
H avin g ju st returned to the office after a perfectly 

delightfu l Easter break I now  find that I have notes 
to w rite for the second N ew sletter w hich  have to be 
in b y  F riday. S o  here I am spending m y lunch hou r 
in an attem pt to think o f  som ething that m ay possibly 
interest som ebody.

L es H oneybun w rote to m e som e tim e ago and 
gave m e the inform ation that S id  Buckle was in the 
Portsm outh area and so he sent m e his address. O u r 
Chairm an, Peggy O ’N eil, and I called on him  and 
M rs. Buckle one evening. W e w ere m ost cordially 
received and spent a pleasant couple o f hours ch attin g- 
about places, people and events, all o f course, 
connected w ith  the “  D ie-H ard s.”  Both o f  them  
w ish to be rem em bered to all o f their old friends and 
w ould w elcom e visitors; in the case o f M rs. Buckle 
especially a visit from  C o l. W alden, w ho it appears 
is som eone she greatly admires.

W e have had little in the w ay o f  activities since our 
last report and because o f Easter and other functions 
our next m eeting w ill not take place until M a y  17.

W ith  the S um m er com ing along w e look forward 
to hearing from  any o f ou r old Com rades w ho should 
be planning a v isit to this area. Please do not be 
backward in w ritin g; you  w ill always b e  welcom e.

L .  C .  W e s t  

Secretary

9th B A T T A L IO N  B R A N C H
It is said that news is the life blood o f  the w orld 

and certainly the first issue o f the D ie-H ards New s­
letter w ill keep the blood flow ing in the m em bers o f 
the past and present “ D ie-H ard s,”  despite the fact 
that the C ou n ty  and Regim ental names have been 
put in the past records o f  this fair isle o f ours.

H ere is an opportunity for you  to send us news o f  
any o f these colleagues o f  ours w ho have not been in 
touch w ith  us for som e years and if  it is news, it can 
w ith  the E dito r’s perm ission, be published in our 
Newsletter. R em em ber there w ere thousands w ho 
wore the M iddlesex badge.

T r y  and get som e news o f us published in your 
firm ’s m agazines and the like.

A s  for us, the 9th Battalion Branch, not m uch news 
is to hand.

W e received a letter from  M r. P. A . F ice (T u b b y ) 
recently and w e w ere very sorry- to hear that he is 
suffering from  heart trouble and is attending hospital. 
W e  sincerely hope he w ill benefit from  that attend­
ance. T u b b y  recalls that splendid occasion at 
W em b ley T o w n  H all som e years ago when so m anv of 
the past and present m em bers o f  the 9th attended. 
N o w  that included those m em bers w ho w ere in 
60th Searchlight R egim ent o f  the R .A . and the L .A .A . 
Regim ents and w e still consider that th ey are 9th 
Battalion m em bers, so please let us have a sight o f 
you.
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O u r im portant function, the A nnual Reunion and 
D in n er, this year is at the C avendish  Ball R oom , T h e  
Spotted D o g  H otel, H igh Road, W illesden G reen, 
on Saturday, June 15. T h e  C om m ittee has now  
m ade the final arrangem ents for that occasion.

T h e  m enu w ill be as good as last year, a band has 
been engaged and now  it is up to the m em bers to 
m ake the dinner a success by attending w ith  their 
ladies or friends. I f  you  do not hear from  me regard­
ing the tickets, etc., please w rite m e and particulars 
w ill be g ladly forw arded.

L a stly  w e hope to see you  at the Social events 
organised b y  the Association such as the D e rb y  
D a y O uting, the R iver T r ip  and the Annual Reunion 
and D ance at the Porchester H all, Bayswater, the 
trip to C an terb ury to see those budding recruits of 
the Q u een ’s R egim ent, and please do not forget 
A lbuhera D a y  S ervice o f R em em brance on Sunday, 
M a y  19, 11 a.m ., at Inglis Barracks, M ill H ill.

R. T .  M e e r s .

W .O .S  A N D  S E R G E A N T S  B R A N C H
I do not know  if  it is because w e are getting older, 

but tim e seem s to pass very q uickly these days. It 
onlv seem s like a w eek ago that I w rote our last 
contribution to “ The News Letter” . T h is  perhaps 
is ju st as well, especially when the w eather we had 
over the latter part o f last year, and the first couple 
o f m onths this year is taken into account. L e t us 
hope, how ever, that w e are given plenty o f  tim e to 
enjoy the good w eather w hen it com es along.

T h e  w eather and bad health w ere the tw o main 
causes o f our having to cancel our January meeting. 
T w o  of our regular attenders— Peter Edw ard and 
Eddie G eary— were both laid up, the form er w ith  
pneum onia ’ and the latter under treatm ent for 
diabetes, and m yself ju st shaking o ff a dose of the 
“ F lu ” . T h e  w eather man kept away Ernie Colebeck, 
another regular, as w ell as others, w ho frequently 
attend. H ow ever, the February m eeting w ent off 
well ; ten m em bers, some w ith  their w ives, attended. 
T h o u gh  not so m any turned up for the M arch  m eet­
ing, w e have, I hope, m ade a prom ising start for
1968. I also hope that, as the w eather im proves, so 
w ill our attendance. W e were pleased to welcom e 
C ol. F . W alden to our m eeting in February and hope 
that it was the first of m any visits he w ill pay us.

I am pleased to say that both the invalids m entioned 
above are up and about again and have turned up at 
our last tw o m eetings. Bob H adley, another m em ber 
whose health has prevented him  from  attending 
the m eetings of late, is looking forw ard to an im prove­
m ent in the weather, w hich w ill allow him  to come 
along and have a chat and a noggin or tw o w ith  some 
o f his old friends.

W e w elcom e th e Battalion hom e from their 
service in N orthern  Ireland and look forward to a 
visit from  m em bers o f the W .O .s  and Sergeants 
M ess w hen they visit “ the sm oke” . W e can assure 
them  o f a very w arm  welcom e.

A n d  now  as space in the letter lim its us to 300 
words, w hich is about as m uch as I can manage, 
w e close w ith G reetings to all Branches, serving 
and ex-D ie-hards everyw here, and a special welcom e 
hom e to the 4th Q u een ’s (M iddlesex) Regiment. 
M ay their tour o f d uty in the H om e C ou n try  be a 
verv happy one.

L W i -

B R A N C H
T h e  fo llow ing is an up-to- 

o f  B ranch Secreta ries:—  
Branch

Ealing 

H o n g K o n g  

H ornsey and Enfield

H ounslow

M ill H i l l ...............................

P ortsm outh and G osport

U xbrid ge 

2/7th Battalion 

9th Battalion

W .O .s ’ and Sergeants’ . .

S E C R E T A R IE S
date list o f  the names and addresses

Hon. Secretary 
Mr. A. White,
56 W arkw orth G ardens, 
Islew orth, M iddlesex.
M ajor W . G . A . C ru m ley, -
H .Q . Royal H ong K o n g  Defei 
F orce, B .F .P .O . i.
M r. H . T ho rn ton,
6 W illiam  House,
O rchard  Place,
L ond on , N .1 7 .
M r. A . J. W ales,
143 W aye Avenue,
C ranford, M iddlesex.
M r. E. C . C olebeck,
B elm ont,
C h ilto n  Road,
E dgw are, M iddlesex.
M r. L . C . W est,
G ro ve  H ouse,
59 G o spo rt Road, 
Stubbington ,
Fareham , Hants.
M r. R. F . Pennings,
69 Raeburn Road,
H ayes, M iddlesex.
M ajor R. E. R obotham , M.C 
39 C yp ru s A venue,
F inch ley, N .3 .
M r. R . T .  M eers,
87 T u d o r  C ou rt South, 
W em bley, M iddlesex.
M r. L . R. Johnson,
78 D eans Lane,
E dgw are, M iddlesex.

* •
FR E E  N E W S L E T T E R S

T h e  Editor wishes to thank C ol. R. D . Sherbrooke- 
W alker, M ajor P. F . N ew m an and M r. P. Malones 
for their generosity in paying extra subscriptions sc 
that free copies o f The Die-H ards Netvsletter can b< 
sent to deserving O ld  Com rades.

Forthcoming 
Events

Date Event

S at., J u n e  15

S u n ., J u n e  23 

S u n ., J u ly  7 

F ri., J u ly  19

T h u rs .,  A u g . 22 

to S at., A u g . 24

F ri., O c t. 4

F ri., O ct. ï i

9th Battalion Branch A nnual R e­

union and D inner at C avendish 

Ballroom , H igh  Road, W illesden.

R iver T r ip — W indsor to M arlow  

and return.

R egim ental D epo t Open D a y at 

C anterbury.

Officers’ C lu b  D inner at U nited 

Service C lub , Pall M all, London, 

S .W .i .

V isit to M on s for cerem onies in 

connection w ith  54th anniversary' 

o f  the Battle o f M ons.

2/7th Battalion (1939-45) D inner 

at Victors- E x-S ervice  C lu b , S e y ­

m our Street, London, W .2.

Annual Reunion at Porchester 

H all, Queenswav, London, W .2.
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O B I T U A R Y

It is w ith  m uch regret that w e have to announce
that the follow ing D ie-H ards have d ie d :—

B a i l e y — O n  D ecem ber 29, 1967, suddenly ex-Pte. 
H arry W illiam  B ailey (6190188), aged 67. H e 
enlisted in February 1918 and served w ith  the 5th 
(Reserve) Battalion until M arch  1919 w hen he was 
posted to the 1st Battalion. H e was discharged on 
com pletion o f his short-term  engagem ent in M arch 
1922.

B u r y — O n M arch  9, 1968, Captain H erbert Vernon 
Bury% M.A., aged 79, son o f  a form er Bishop of 
H onduras. H e enlisted in ou r 16th (Public 
Schools) Battalion in A u gu st 1914 and was 
gazetted as a Second-L ietenant a few  weeks later 
and posted to the 5th (Reserve) Battalion. H e 
served w ith  the n t h  (Service) Battalion in France 
and later was appointed a S taff C aptain. H e was a 
fine all-round gam es player, gaining a B lue for 
soccer and H alf B lue for F ives at O xford , as well 
as captaining Lin coln  College, O xford at cricket.

H e was also a m em ber o f the fam ous C orinthian 
soccer team  w hich toured South A m erica about 
1912.

C l a r k e — O n M arch  22, 1968, ex -S gt. H enry
Charles C larke (L/10500) aged 84. H e served w ith 
the 3rd Battalion from  1905-14 and then was 
posted to the 4th Battalion, w ith  w hich  unit he 
w ent to France at the outbreak o f the 19 14 -18  war, 
and took part in the Battle o f  M ons. H e later 
served w ith  the 23rd (2nd Football) Battalion and 
finally w ith  the 27th (Reserve) Battalion.

H a r d i n g — Suddenly in M arch, 1968, ex-Pte. Charles 
H arding. H e enlisted in the 8th Battalion (T .A .)  
in 1912 and served w ith  it in G ibraltar and France. 
H e w as dem obilised in 1919.

•
L e v e t t — O n A p ril 16, 1968, ex-D rm r. G eorge L e vett 

(L/12518) aged 76. H e was a son o f the late C /Sgt. 
G eorge L evett w ho served in the R egim ent from  
1884 to 1901. H e enlisted in 1909 and spent the 
m ajority o f his C olo ur Service w ith  the 3rd 
Battalion.

P a y n e — O n  M arch  2, 1968, tw o m onths before his 
80th birthday, ex -C p l. John H . S. Payne (L/10723). 
H e served throughout the 19 14 -18  war w ith  th e ^  
4th Battalion and was discharged in 1920.

P o p e — O n  February' n ,  1968, at the age o f 48, ex-Pte. 
W illiam  Charles T h om as Pope (6216519), the 
occupant o f one o f the Regim ental M em orial 
C ottages at A lb uhera Close, Enfield. H e served 
w ith  the 1 st Battalion from  1940-46, and was taken 
prisoner after the fall o f H ong K o n g  on Christm as 
D ay, 1941.

R o o s e v e l t — O n M arch  30, 1968, in N ew  Y ork , M rs. 
Belle Roosevelt, w idow  o f M ajor K erm it Roosevelt, 
M .C ., the M idd lesex R egim ent (D .C .O .), son o f 
T heo d ore Roosevelt and distant cousin o f the late 
President, Franklin D . Roosevelt.

S h a w — O n A p ril 4, 1968, suddenly at the Royal 
H ospital, Chelsea, ex-Sgt. Charles C hristopher 
S haw  (L/9328 and 6188401), aged 83. H e enlisted 
in O ctober 1903 and served w ith  the 4th Battalion 
until February 1915 when he was seconded to the 
A rm y G ym nastic S taff for five-and-a-half years. 
H e rejoined the 3rd Battalion in A u gu st 1920 and 
was seconded as a P .S .I . to the 7th  Battalion from  
January 1921 until O ctober 1926 when he was 
discharged to pension.

W h i t i n g — O n M arch  14, 1968, ex-Pte. G e o r g ™  
W hiting, w ho served w ith  the i/7th Battalion 
throughout the 19 14 -18  war.

Parsons
and

Printing
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