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Regimental Memorial in St. Paul’s Cathedral

AN APPEAL

D espite the very sad fact that the name o f our 
Regim ent no longer appears on the A ctive L ist o f the 
A rm y, w e have taken two very positive steps to 
ensure that our fam ous and honoured name is 
perpetuated for posterity.

T h ese  tw o steps were the transfer of our R egi­
m ental M useum  to B ruce C astle and the inauguration 
o f our Regim ental Baptistry and Chapel in St. P au l’ s.

T h ere  has been valid criticism  that our Baptistry 
is not as clearly identified w ith  our Regim ent as it

I should be and, w ith  this very aim  in view , I am 
Arranging with- the D ean and C hapter that special 
plaques are to be erected under each set o f Colours 
explaining w hen, w here, to w hom  and by w hom  these 
C olours w ere presented. In addition, I have obtained 
approval for the C hapel to be equipped with 
regim ental hassocks/kneelers.

T h e  first step was to obtain a design for these 
kneelers show ing our regim ental crest and in our 
regim ental colours. T h is  has been carried out and 
I have m ade an initial order.

M y  next step, w hich  I am taking now, is to appeal 
to you r generosity in m y endeavour to raise the 
m oney to m eet this enterprise.

Each hassock w ill cost £ io  and eventually w e w ill 
require a total o f  172. M y  initial order is for 50 and,

in view  o f rapidly escalating costs, I have also ordered 
materials for the rem ainder. I have been prom ised 
that the first dozen hassocks w ill be delivered in tim e 
for use in the tw o front pews on the occasion o f our 
next A lb uhera service in St. P au l’ s on Saturday, 
M a y  17, 1975.

T hese hassocks are being m ade b y  a lady who 
lives in N orfolk and a band o f expert helpers, and 
I can assure you that the finished p rod u ct is a work 
o f art.

Please be as generous as you  can. A ll contributions, 
w hether large or small, w ill be m ost gratefu lly  
received and acknow ledged. Perhaps ou r branches 
m ay consider raffles and sweepstakes in aid o f this 
cause. W e need every single penny w e can get.

Donations should be sent to the M idd lesex 
Regim ental K n eeler F un d c/o R H Q  T h e  Q u een ’s 
R egim ent (M iddlesex Office), T A V R  C entre, 
Deansbrook Road, Edgw are, M idd lesex.

(Sgd.) A y m a r  C l a y t o n , C olonel, 
President o f the M idd lesex 

Regim ental Association 
and

D e p u ty  C olon el (M iddlesex) 
T h e  Q u een ’s Regim ent.

( A  photograph in black and white o f the hassock to be provided is on page 2)

1



Regimental Visit to Lille
N O V E M B E R  22-24, *974

T h e  party from  the R egim ental Association w ho 
m ade the pilgrim age to L ille  to com m em orate the 
th irty-first anniversary o f the death o f C apt. M ichael 
T roto b as, the “ C apitaine M ich e l”  o f the Reseau 
Farm er— Sylvestre group, was v ery  small, consisting 
o f  C o l. A . S . J. de S . C layton, President o f the 
M idd lesex R egim ental Association, M ajor A . E. F. 
W aldron, S ecretary o f  the M iddlesex Regim ental 
Association, and M ajor R. W . J. Sm ith, Assistant 
Secretary, all o f  H Q  staff. A lso attending the 
cerem onies w ere M ajor R. J. P. C um m ins, C apt. 
Peter Lane, L e n  and M ichele A rlington, C apt. and 
M rs. Stevenson, P C  B arry T h om as and M rs. Jenny 
T h om a s (nee Arlington) and M rs. Bonny, who 
aided L e n  A rlington  w ith  forged identity cards 
during the occupation; she was then M ile. Briern 
and a gallant patriot. A ll m ade the jou rn ey under 
their ow n arrangem ents, the A rlington  p arty travelling 
in a m ini-coach on the same ferry  as the H Q  party.

O n arrival in France w e were m et b y  M . Julien 
G erekens and M . R oland Vanhoutte, the latter 
m aking ou r v isit m ore enjoyable w hilst acting as 
courier and chauffeur throughout the three days. A s 
in past years, the arrangem ents w ere in  the able and 
efficient hands o f  “ Jacky” , com m encing w ith  a 
dinner, w here w e m et C ol. R obert Farret and 
M m e. Farret. C o l. Farret has succeeded C ol. 
S ilb ereyez at N o . 2 C R S  at Lam bersart, not only 
succeeding him  in the appointm ent, but also in  the 
com radeship and kindness betw een ou r regim ent 
and the Police o f L ille. M ajor A rth u r M alfait, who 
continued as com m ander o f the grou p  after the death 
o f  M ich ael T roto b as, was also at the dinner to 
w elcom e us.

T h e  first cerem ony on Saturday, the 23rd, was in 
G ondecourt, w here the procession form ed up in the 
P lace de l ’Eglise, and, led b y  the M ayor, M . Edouard 
M ontaigre, and C o l. C layton, w e m ade our w ay to 
the cem etery, the “ village policem an”  w alking 
alongside us and flagging dow n the traffic. A t  the 
cem etery wreaths w ere placed on the m em orial b y 
the M ay o r and b y  C o l. C layton, w ho placed a poppy 
w reath, com plete w ith regim ental badge. A t  the 
house w hich  was the hom e o f M m e. Pachy, a 
heroine o f  the Resistance, another wreath was placed 
b y  M ajor C um m ins. T h e  m arch was follow ed by 
refreshm ents and lunch as guests o f  the m unicipality 
o f  G ondecourt. A t  this cerem ony C ol. R enny 
presented copies o f  his book, autographing each copy.

A s  in past years, the party was entertained in the 
hall o f  La Voix du N ord, follow ed b y  a reception and 
dinner at N o . 2 C R S , where w e w ere greeted by 
C o l. F arret and entertained b y  a num ber o f old 
friends o f the staff w ho always m ake us so welcom e.

Sunday, the 24th, began w ith  M ass at the C hurch  
o f  the Im m aculate H eart o f St. M a ry  at L ille  Sud. 
A fter the service the m em bers o f  the various 
associations form ed up at the entrance to the 
southern cem etery, M . M arce l Fertein, the able 
lieutenant o f  M ichael T roto bas, taking a prom inent 
part in the cerem onies w h ich  followed.

W reaths w ere laid at the M on u m en t Reseau 
Sylvestre b y  C o l. C layton , at the B ritish  sections b y

M ajor W aldron and at the grave o f Com m andant 
G eorges Bayart by Capt. Lane. From  the cem etery 
we made our way to the building where Capt. 
T rotobas fought his last fight and was killed. H ere 
a wreath was placed on the wall by M ajor Sm ith. 
F rom  this, the last o f our solemn cerem onies, we 
made our w ay to the restaurant M a Cam pagne in the 
Place de l ’ Esplanade, where we had aperitifs and 
lunch, during w hich the C roix  du C apitaine M ich el 
was presented to M ajor W aldron and Capt. Stevenson.

Sm all as was the group from  the Association this 
year, the com radeship was great enough for a 
brigade, the solem nity as sincere as a M a s ^ fe  
N otre-D am e Cathedral and friendship cemei^TO 
into a still stronger weld. _JR.W!J.S.

D E R B Y  S W E E P S T A K E

A  sweepstake on this year’ s D e rb y  is b ein jj 
organised for the upkeep o f the Regim ental M em orial 
in St. P au l’ s Cathedral.

T ickets, costing 5p each, or 25P for a book o f five, 
are now available.

A pplication  for tickets should be m ade to the 
Secretary, M iddlesex Regim ental Association, 
D eansbrook Road, Edgw are, M iddlesex.

T h e  follow ing prizes w ill be awarded ;

1 st prize . . 25% o f net proceeds
2nd prize . . . . 15%  o f net proceeds
3rd prize . . . . 10% o f net proceeds

T h e  result o f  the draw and the am ount allocated 
to the Regim ental M em orial w ill be notified to all 
concerned and published in the Die-Hards Newsletter.

A  copy of the kneeler/hassock which is to be provi^Bk 
fo r  use in the Regimental Chapel in the B a p t is tr ^ j  
S t. Paul's Cathedral.

I t  is maroon in colour with the diagonal stripes on 
either side o f the Regimental badge in Regimental 
colours.

REGIMENTAL MUSEUM

Curator: M ajor R . W .J .  Sm ith. M B E , T A V R  Centre, Deansbrook R d „  Edgware, M iddx.

T h e  follow ing are recent acquisitions for the 
m useum :

M edals o f L t. W . F . Jones, m c  
A utographed copy o f “ Fragm ents from  France”  

^ p h o to g ra p h  o f the F irst T erritoria l Cam p

M edals o f L t. W . F . Jones, m c

T h is  group o f medals consist o f the M ilitary  Cross, 
Q ueen ’ s South A frica  M edal w ith  five clasps, K in g ’s 
South A frica  M edal w ith  tw o clasps, the British W ar 
M edal, the V icto ry  M edal palm  leaf denoting a 
M ention in D espatches and the L o n g  Service and

• G ood C on duct M edal. Before posting to the 21st 
Battalion (Islington), L t. Jones had served w ith the 
2nd Battalion T h e  D orset Regim ent, holding the 
rank o f corporal in 1899 and sergeant at the end of 
the war in  1902. T h e  five clasps on the Q ueen ’ s 
M edal are “ T u g e la  H eights” , “ O range Free S tate” , 
“ R elief o f Ladysm ith” , “ T ran svaal”  and “ L a in g ’s 
N e k ” . It appears that a sixth clasp, that o f “ Cape 
C o lo n y” , is m issing as the D orset R egim ent was 
brigaded w ith  our ow n 2nd Battalion throughout the 
Boer W ar in 10th Brigade, the tw o regim ents being 
aw arded the battle honour “ R elief o f Lad ysm ith ”  to 
be borne on their Colours. T h is  honour covers the 
action at Spion K o p , January 24, 1900, where the 
Boers had the B ritish  infantry in a tough spot. Both 
Regim ents also had S outh A frica  awarded. A t 
A llerm an’ s N ek  C pl. Jones was in the first line, the 
D orsets bearing the brunt o f the attack, w ith  the 
M iddlesex in the second line. N o  details o f Sgt. 
Jones’ s service w ith  the D orset Regim ent is to hand 
but it appears that he was transferred to  the A rm y 
R eserve prior to 1914 as his L o n g  Service and G ood 
C on d u ct M edal has the effigy o f K in g  Edw ard V II  
on the obverse. T h e  tw o South A frica M edals have 
the regim ental num ber 3056 engraved on the rim,

• as does the G ood C on duct M edal. O n the outbreak 
o f  w ar in 1914 experienced soldiers and trained 
non-com m issioned officers w ere in great demand 
for the new ly form ed battalions o f “ K itchener’ s 
A rm y” . O ne o f these battalions was the 21st (Service) 
Battalion (Islington) T h e  D u ke o f  C am b ridge’s O w n 
(M iddlesex R egim ent) form ed on M a y  18, 1915, 
having been raised b y  the then M ayor o f  Islington. 
O n January 20, 1916, 2/Lt. W . F . Jones was gazetted 
and posted to the 21st Battalion. H e was w earing the 
badges on his uniform , w hich he had seen so often 
during the cam paign in South  Africa, and knew he 
was w ith  m en w hom  he could rely upon to the death. 
B eing an old soldier, he w ould also have known his 
parent regim ent’ s h istory and have know n that it 
once bore the territorial title “ T h e  East M iddlesex 

^ ^ g im e n t” , w hich  was in 1809 the title adopted by 
fPre 77th  R egim ent, later 2nd M idd lesex  Regim ent. 

Joining the B E F  in France in 1916, he on A ugust 4, 
1916, led a raid on the enem y w hich  was abortive 
due to the heavily  fortified position o f the enem y. 
L t. Jones and his 10 soldiers w ere all w ounded. For 
his leadership and bravery he was M entioned in

D espatches. R eturning to his battalion on recovery 
from  his wounds, he was continuously in the line. 
A t M o ry  on January 8, 1918, he was in com m and of 
“ D ”  C om pany when he led a counter-attack on the 
enem y w ho had penetrated our trenches. H e forced 
the enem y to retire after receiving m any casualties, 
including the capture o f  18 prisoners. L t. Jones was 
aw arded the M ilitary  C ross for gallantry, com m and 
and dash during this successful action. T h e  battalion 
em barked for Folkestone on June 30, 1918, for the 
D ivision to be reconstructed, during w hich  tim e the 
A rm istice was signed and the unit disbanded in 
D ecem ber 1918. T h is  old soldier and officer o f two 
w ars once again retired w ith the satisfaction of 
know ing that he had served w ith  honour the old 
queen, two kings and his country.

Presented by his son, M r. F . R. Jones.

Autographed copy o f “ Fragments from  France”
T h a t Capt. B ruce Bairnsfather’ s cartoons o f W orld 

W a r I were, and are, the m ost authentic picture story 
o f life in the trenches from  1914 to 1918 is the 
considered opinion o f m any historians. T h is  is, o f 
course, true as far as the British “ T o m m y ”  is 
concerned w ith  his ability  to adapt h im self w ith 
hum our to weeks o f subhum an and deadly existence. 
H is “ O ld  B ill”  and “ O u r B ert”  and “ A lf ”  were 
typical o f the soldiers w ho w ere credited w ith 
fighting “ the G reat W ar for civilisation” , especially 
o f the first three years. T h e  first cartoon, “ W ell, if 
you  knows a better ’ole, go to it” , first published in 
The Bystander, m ade an im m ediate im pact on both 
the serving soldier and the general public, as did  the 
illustration o f the old soldier and the you ngster in 
the farm house w ith  a shell hole in the w all, the young 
hand asking “ W h o m ade that ’o le?”  and O ld  B ill’ s 
reply, “ M ice” . Officers, N C O s, the private soldiers, 
G erm an officers and “ F ritz” , our ow n G eneral S taff 
and the G erm an H igh C om m and all com e in for the 
hum our o f the artist w ho has experienced it all.

B ruce Bairnsfather was born at M u rree in India 
in 1887 and was the son o f a soldier. B efore 1914 
he had served as a Regular soldier and later as a 
c ivil engineer. O n the outbreak o f w ar in 1914 he 
was com m issioned into the Royal W arw icks serving 
in France until the end o f 1916 w hen he joined the 
staff at the W ar Office.

T h is  copy o f “ Fragm ents”  was the property of 
C apt. H am ilton K e n n y  R A M C  w ho was apparently 
a close friend o f C apt. Bairnsfather since w ritten on 
the title page is “ T o  E . H am ilton K en n y, Capt. 
R A M C ” , w ith  the author’ s sketch o f “ O ld  B ill”  and 
the w ord “ ’u llo”  and signed in full by B ruce Bairns­
father. Elsew here is w ritten  by the author “ T o  the 
one and on ly” . T h e  w idow  o f  C apt. K e n n y  gave the 
book to M rs. C eri Birdsall and eventually the book 
was given to the R egim ent b y  her husband after her 
decease.

Presented by M r. Freddy Birdsall, late TF/2702, 
lly th  Battalion.
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FRAGMENTS 
FROM FRANCE

By
CAPTAIN  

BRUCE 
RAIRNSFA THER

—

P U B L IS H E D  B P  
“ THE BYSTANDER"

T A L L I S  H O U S E , W H I T E F R I A R S  S T R E E T ,  &  r9o, 

LONDON
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Photograph o f the First Territorial Camp
T h is  photograph shows the officers o f the 7th 

Battalion at Shoreham  A u gu st 1908. T h e  battalion 
had been form ed on A p ril 1, 1908 as a unit o f the 
T erritoria l Force, its previous title being 1st V o lu n ­
teer Battalion, T h e  D uke o f C am b ridge’s O w n 
(M iddlesex Regim ent). T h e  T erritoria l Forces A ct 
o f  1907 decreed that the V olunteer units o f the 
country becam e a part o f a corps or regim ent, the 
battalion taking its num erical title after the Special 
Reserve Battalion, ours at that date being 5th and 6th 
Battalions. T h e  U niversity Volunteers becam e 
O fficers T ra in in g  C orps. T h e  officers in the photo- 
£«Pph are L t.-C o l. E . J. K in g , later C ol. S ir Edwin 
K in g , k c b , c m g , t d , d l , L t.-C o l. F. G . Collinson, 
v d , M ajor C . H. Pank, Capts. S. W . Cranfield, 
J. S . D rew , R. G ray, L . K in g, S . H . L o w  and 
L . A . W h ite, L ts. K .  A . L . Bennett, H . V . Bevington 
and E . P . Sells, 2/Lts. E . G . Frost, F . G regory and 
A . C . K e en ; the staff are C apt. C . A . S. Page 

^ (A djutant), C apt. W . L . G regory, R A M C  (M D ), and 
jC a p t .  (Q M ) J. T .  H udson (Quarterm aster).

T h e  photograph w as originally the property of 
C apt. Frank G regory , w ho was born M a y  6, 1888, 
and was com m issioned in the 1st V olunteer Battalion 
T h e  D u ke o f C am b ridge’s O w n  (M id dlesex R egi­
m ent) in N ovem ber 1907, serving until 19 11, when 
he resigned w ith  the rank o f lieutenant. In  1914 he 
rejoined the 14th Battalion o f  the Regim ent and in 
1915 was seconded to the 1st Battalion Royal 
M unster Fusiliers, 29th D ivision  (known to the 
troops as “ the bottle o f Bass”  due to the Divisional 
sign). H e arrived in G allipoli on M a y  15, was 
w ounded on June 30 and evacuated to England. On 
recovery he was appointed M u sketry  O fficer o f the

☆

14th (Reserve) Battalion. In 1916 he was posted to 
the 17th (F irst Football) Battalion and prom oted 
C apt. in 1917 and as O C  “ C ”  C om pany was at the 
epic fight when C apt. M cR ead y-D iarm id  w on the 
V icto ria  Cross, D ecem ber 1, 1917. In  M arch  1918 
he was again w ounded, returning to France in 
N o vem b er 1918, w hen he was posted to 23rd (Second 
Football) Battalion. A fter the A rm istice he was w ith  
the A rm y o f O ccupation in G erm any and later 
posted for d uty to Rotterdam , b eing dem obilised in 
O ctob er 1919.

In civilian life he and his w ife travelled extensively 
for a British firm  in the F ar East, Australia, W est 
Indies and Canada. From  1940-45 he saw  service 
as captain and adjutant the Singapore V olunteer 
D efence C orps and at the fall o f  the fortress he and 
his w ife were interned from  1942-45. R eturning to 
E ngland in 1945, he settled in S outh  Petherton, 
Som erset, undertaking several volu ntary duties in 
spite o f poor health and gave m uch tim e to the Royal 
British Legion. H e died February 16, 1974-

Presented by M rs. N . M . Gregory, widow o f Capt. 
Frank Gregory.

T h e  C urato r is very keen to see, once m ore, the 
illustration “ T o  the im m ortal m em ory” . It depicts 
tw o o f  the 57th, w earing the coatee o f  1811 and 
w ithout head-dress, in the ruins o f  a Spanish b u ild ­
ing, toasting the gallantry o f their com rades w ho had 
fallen the day before at the Battle o f  A lbuhera.

I f  any o f  ou r readers can help, it w ould be appreci­
ated if  th ey  w ould get in touch w ith  the C urator.

D C M s  C A L L IN G

T h e  D istinguished C on d u ct M edal L eague has a 
battle on hand— to remain in existence.

A t  its last rally in L ondon only 60 m embers 
m ustered for a review  by the D u ke o f  K ent. Another 
is planned for next sum m er, possib ly in June, and 

^ h o n . secretary A rth u r M cA lister hopes to do better 
» h a n  that. B ut if  holders o f the infrequently awarded 

decoration do not support their league, it could face 
disbandm ent, he adds.

M r. M cA lister, a form er captain in the Royal 
H am pshire R egim ent, w ho w on the D C M  as a 
sergeant-m ajor in Italy in 1944, says: “ W e have 
about 300 m em bers on the books, but there are 
probably som e hundreds m ore outside the league, 
and I w ould like to hear from  them , w hether they 
can m ake the trip  to L ondon or not” . H is address is 
29 M ountfield  Road, Ealing, L o n don , W 5 (T el. 01- 
998 6913).

T h e  D C M  was instituted n o  years ago and since 
then more than 20,000 have been aw arded, the greater 
num ber o f them  in W o rld  W ar I. Seven  have been

#n in N orthern  Ireland.
The D C M  League, form ed in 1931, is a registered 

benevolent organisation w ith  headquarters in Bel- 
grave Square, London and branches in Brighton 
and Bristol.

(W ith  acknowledgments to the R oyal B ritish  Legion  
Journal for December 19 74J

☆  ☆

43rd  W E S S E X  D IV IS IO N

T h e  follow ing m essage, w h ich  was received by 
R H Q  T h e  Q ueen ’ s Regim ent from  the G O C  South- 
W est D istrict on June 24, 1974, and was published 
in the D ecem ber 1974 issue o f the Journal o f  the 
Q ueen’ s Regim ent, is republished b elow  b y  kind 
perm ission o f the E ditor o f  that jou rnal:

“ O n the occasion o f the 30th anniversary o f  the 
landing o f 43rd W essex D ivision  in N orm andy, 
G O C  and staff, as descendants o f H Q  43 W essex 
D iv, send fraternal greetings and best wishes to all 
m em bers o f those Regim ents w hich  served in the 
Division during its cam paign in E urop e.”

T h rou gh ou t the cam paign in N W  E urope our 1 /8th 
Battalion was the D ivisional S upport Battalion to 
the 43rd.

FR E E  N E W S L E T T E R S

T h e  E ditor thanks Sqn. L d r. J. M . A b ell, L t.-C o l.
G . B. A yre, d l ,  M r. T .  A . Barton, t d , M r. D . G . 
Bennett, M r. C . C . Bradish, M r. E . S. D uffield, 
M r. A . C . G ill, L t. E . C . G raham , M r. W . H am lin, 
M rs. E . T .  H astie, M ajor L . T .  H oneybun, M r. F. H. 
N ash, m b e , M r. E. J. Soden, M r. R. H . T ay lo r, 
M r. A . E . T u th ill and C . G . T .  U w in s for their 
generosity in paying extra subscriptions so that free 
copies o f The Die-H ards Nexvsletter can be sent to 
deserving O ld  Com rades.
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PERSONAL JOTTINGS
In  a letter recently received e x -C S M  Ron C h ap ­

man (6207747), a w ell rem’em bered m em ber o f the 
2 8th Battalion and the resuscitated 1st Battalion 
during the last w ar, is anxious to purchase a copy of 
“ T h e  M idd lesex  R egim ent 1939-45” , w hich is now 
out o f print.

I f  an y reader has a copy w hich  he does not w ant it 
w ould be m uch appreciated if  he w ould get in touch 
with  the Editor.

W e w ere vers- sad indeed to learn that that devoted 
D ie-H ard, ex-S gt. T o m  Christm an (6196621), who 
in 1971 began to lose his sight, has now  gone totally 
blind.

A fter com pleting his C olo u r service in 1932, 
w hich he spent m ostly w ith  the 2nd Battalion, he 
was later em ployed by the Post Office until 1963, 
except for the period o f  the 1939-45 war, when, 
shortly after he was recalled, he was transferred to, 
and served w ith, the R A S C  until he was dem obilised 
in 1945.

A  surprise visitor to the R egim ental M useum  last 
m onth was ex-Pte. L . C ollier, w ho served in “ B ”  
G ro u p  o f the 2, 8th Battalion and the resuscitated 1st 
Battalion under M ajor (now C ol.) D esm ond Ellis 
durin g the i939“ 45 w ar-

H e now  lives at B rentw ood, Essex.

C apt. G eorge C rip p s, w ho held a S h ort Service 
com m ission, retired on retired pay on January 4 last.

L t. B ob D outhet, that tou gh  old veteran who 
served w ith  the 3rd Battalion at St. H elena in 1902 
and w ill be 90 next M ay , underw ent an operation in 
St. M a ry ’ s H ospital, Paddington, about Christm as 
tim e. W e are pleased to be able to report that he is 
now  out and about again.

H e sends his best wishes to all ou r readers who 
served w ith  him  in the 2nd, 3rd, 4th, i/7th  and 2/7th 
Battalions.

O u r heartiest congratulations to ex-Band Sgt. 
P ercy and Rose Edw ards, w ho celebrated their 
golden w edd in g on D ecem ber 20 last. T h e y  were 
m arried at A ldersho t w hilst P ercy was serving w ith  
the 1st Battalion.

T h e y  now  live at T o rq u a y  and w e w-ish them  
m any m ore years o f happiness together.

T h e  follow ing is an extract from  a letter received 
from  L t.-C o l. R ex  Fendick, a Canloan officer w ho 
served w ith the 2nd Battalion during the latter stages 
o f the 1939-45 w ar and is a m em ber o f  ou r Officers 
C lu b :

“ I enjoy im m ensely reading m y Newsletter and 
m ust congratulate the faithful editorial staff w ho 
produ ce it. I w ould, o f course, like to see more 
correspondence and rem iniscences by ex-2nd 
Battalion 1944-45 m em bers, b ut I find the w ide 
range o f m aterial m ost interesting. M y  v ery  best 
wishes for the New' Y ear go to all D ie-H ard s” .
I f  som e o f ou r old 2nd Battalion m em bers referred 

to w'ill w rite and give the E ditor news o f them selves, 
it w ill be published in the Newsletter.

W e send our heartiest congratulations to M ajor 
Ronnie Fisher on his prom otion to lieutenant-colonel 
as from  June 30, 1974.

H e has now  been appointed a G S O i (Intelligence) 
at a small N A T O  H eadquarters at H eidelberg.

W e w'ere sorry to get new's at C hristm as tim e that 
C apt. W illiam  Fletcher, one o f our m ore recently 
joined m em bers o f the Regim ental Association and 
Officers C lu b , had had a major operation. H e is r A p  
fit again but under general m edical surveillan^^ 
w hich involves a periodical return to  hospital for a 
check up.

Inform ation has been received that O R Q M S  M . 
Flynn, now  on the staff at H Q  School o f Infantry, 
is to be prom oted to W O i for duty there as S u p erin ­
tending C lerk  next July.

A  surprise visitor to R H Q , Edgw are, recently was 
ex-C p l. J. M . Fordham  (23784246), who served in 
the O rderly Room  of the 1st Battalion from  M a y  
i960 to M ay 1967.

H e is now running his own firm building sw im ­
m ing pools and is soon going to G erm an y to find 
som e more customers.

A fter a long lapse o f tim e we w ere very pleased to 
hear shortly before Christm as from  ex-Pte. R. H. 
G ilbertson  (22223756), w ho served w'ith the 1st 
Battalion in H ong K o n g  and K orea in 1950 and 1951. 

H e sends his best w'ishes to all D ie-H ards.

A s the result o f a letter in the February issue of 
Soldier w e w'ere put in touch w ith  M rs. G illian  
G oold , a daughter o f  ex-C pl. S idn ey Sm ith (6191956), 
w ho enlisted in the R egim ent in 1920 and after 
service in the 3rd Battalion in B A O R  and the 2nd 
Battalion in Singapore and India was transferred to 
the Reserve in 1927.

He re-enlisted at the outbreak o f the 1939-45 w ar 
and served throughout, m ainly w ith  the A rm y 
C atering C orps. {

H e died on July 9, 1964, but as we had no news o f 
his decease the R egim ent was unable to pay its last 
respects to this old D ie-H ard, w ho w ill be rem em ­
bered b y  m any who served w ith  the 2nd Battalion in 
Ahm ednagar in the 1920s.

A n  old D ie-H ard  who keeps in touch w ith  us is 
ex-Sgt. C . A . H aynes (L/21499), late 3rd Battalion.

He apologies for not attending som e o f our 
functions but, as he is 84 and lives at Brighton, he 
is unable to do m uch travelling.

L t.-C o l. M ike H ayward, after g iving up com m and 
o f 1 Q u een ’s, has been appointed an Assistant M ilitary 
Secretary at the M in istry o f D efence, and took 
his new  appointm ent in January.

E x-C p l. C . J. H ow lett (23487953), w ho served 
w ith the 1 st Battalion in C yp ru s and B A O R  and was 
in “ D ”  C om pany and the Signals Platoon, visited 
R H Q , Edgw are, ju st before C hristm as and was
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enrolled as a m em ber o f the Regim ental Association.
D u rin g his service he was a very good athlete, 

particularly at running and badm inton.

Ex-Pte. E. G . H ughes is one o f our 1939-45 war 
m em bers w ho likes to keep in touch w ith  the 
Regim ent. A fter com pleting his recruit service at 
T h e  D ale, Chester, he was posted to the 1 /8th 
Battalion and served in the 4.2 M ortar C om pany o f 
that Battalion throughout the cam paign in N W  
Europe.

H e is now  running a successful grocer’s business 
idw elly in W ales.

A fter his retirem ent on retired pay on N ovem ber 
30, 1974, L t.-C o l. “ Jeff”  Jeffcoat was appointed an 
Assistant A dm inistrator at W addesdon M anor, 
A ylesb ury, B ucks, w hich is N ational T ru s t property.

A  recent recruit to the R egim ental Association is

•ex-Pte. James K in len  (14735036), w ho enlisted in 
A p ril 1944, served w ith the i/7th Battalion until 
O ctober 1945 and then w ith  the 2nd Battalion in the 
M id d le  East until his discharge in O ctober 1947. 

H e now  lives at Surb iton  in  Surrey.

C apt. T o m  M cM illa n , w ho like C apt. G eorge 
C ripps m entioned above, held a Short Service 
com m ission, retired on retired pay w ith  effect from  
N ovem ber 1, 1974.

A  new ly joined m em ber o f  the Regim ental 
Association is ex-Pte. A . E . M idd leton, w ho has 
recently taken his discharge from  the Q ueen ’s 
Regim ent after five years’ service. H e is the son o f 
the late ex-Pte. A lf  M idd leton, w ho was serving 
w ith  the 1 st Battalion at the tim e o f the fall o f 
H ong K o n g  and was subsequently a prisoner o f w ar 
in  Japan. _______________

A lthough w e had heard that it was taking place, 
w e w ere v ery  sorry to read in the London G azette  of 
January 13, 1975, that M ajor C h ris M ieville  had 
retired on retired pay w ith  effect from  D ecem ber 2, 
1974, after m any years o f  devoted service to the 
Regim ent.

E x-L /C p l. G eorge M iln e (6194098) is another 
n ew ly joined m em ber o f the Regim ental Association. 
H e served on the R hine w ith  the 1st Battalion in the 
early 1920s until he was drafted to the 2nd Battalion 
in Singapore. H e w en t w ith  that Battalion to 
A hm ednagar in India, w here durin g the last year or 
so o f his C olo ur service he was em ployed as Sergeants 
M ess silverm an. H e le ft the 2nd Battalion in 1928 on 
transfer to the A rm y Reserve.

C apt. M alcolm  M ontgom ery has le ft 2 Q ueen ’s 
for a staff tour as G S O 3  (T rain ing) at H Q  4th 
D ivision.

W hen forw arding his annual subscription to the 
-Hards Newsletter e x -R S M  Frank N ash  sent his 

^ r y  best wishes for 1975 to all D ie-H ards.
A lthough he is v ery  m uch better after his spell in 

hospital last year, he still has to take things easily.

A fter losing touch for so long one o f ou r H ong

K o n g and Lisbon M aru veterans, ex-Pte. Percy 
“ D eadend”  N esb it (2037680) paid his first v isit to 
the R egim ental Association when he attended a 
recent m eeting o f the M ill H ill Branch. N o w  that 
he has m ade his initial visit he intends to come 
along m ore regularly, and w e shall m uch look 
forw ard to seeing him  again.

O n  N o vem b er 7 last year ex-Pte. Frank G eorge 
O akley (G /24244) had been a resident o f the Star 
and G arter H om e for ju st 50 years. H e was wounded 
on Septem ber 23, 1916, when serving w ith  the 20th 
(Service) Battalion (Shoreditch), and it was as a 
result o f this w ound that he was eventually adm itted 
to the H ome.

Frank is a very popular figure at the hom e and, 
w riting about him  in the autum n issue o f The Star  
and Garter Magazine, the Editor states:

“ Frank has seen m any changes and rem em bers 
all the m any distinguished people that have visited 
the H om e during those 50 years.

“ I f  the hom e has changed, Frank has not; he 
remains the same w itty, friendly, clear-m inded 
person he has always been. H e likes to sit out in 
the garden when the weather is fine, always w ith  a 
book, for he is an avid reader. O n  these occasions I 
often stop for a chat w ith  him , and he alw ays keeps 
me in stitches w ith  his rem iniscences o f am using 
happenings at the hom e over the years, w hich  he 
rem em bers so clearly and tells so v iv id ly  w ith  an 
am using tw ist at the end, and one always com es 
away w ith  a great feeling o f  com radeship and good 
hum our m uch better for the encounter” .

P e t e r  M c R a e
& C O M P A N Y  L IM IT E D

L ife Assurance Consultants 

Insurance an d  M ortgage Brokers

14-16 West Street, East Grinstead, 
Sussex

Telephone: East Grinstead 25977

Did you know  that besides protecting 

your family, life assurance can assist in 

other fields, such as education, house 

purchase, pension, and estate du ty? W e 

specialise in the needs of service person­

nel and w ou ld  be pleased to advise.

W e make no charges

W e also have departm ents specialising  

in other form s o f general insurances  

w hich  are at your service
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B y a strange coincidence some o f the m edals w hich 
C o l. A y  m ar C layton  lost after the Rem em brance D a y 
service at Inglis Barracks, M ill H ill, last N ovem ber, 
w ere picked up the next day in M ill H ill and returned 
to h im  b y  an old soldier o f the 9th Battalion, Joe 
Pettigrove. A  good deed from  one D ie-H ard  to 
another!

Joe has now  been enrolled as a m em ber o f his old 
B attalion’ s branch o f the Regim ental Association.

W hen paying his annual subscription for 1975 
e x -C S M  John Soden, now  living at W ilstead in 
Bedfordshire, asked us to send his best wishes to all 
D ie-H ards, w hich w e gladly do.

A  recent visitor to R H Q  Edgvvare was e x -C S M  
R. W . Sorrell, w ho served w ith  the i/7th  Battalion 
during the 1914-18  war, having enlisted in February 
1909. H e is now  87 years o f age.

H e served w ith  the Battalion in G ib raltar and later 
w ith  the B E F  in France. H e was wounded at the 
2nd Battle o f the Som m e, but rejoined the Battalion 
in O ctob er 1915 and served w ith  it until 19 17, when 
he was dow n-graded and transferred to the L abour 
C orps.

H e spoke very proud ly o f his old Battalion.
H e now  lives at A cton.

W e  send ou r heartiest congratulations to ex-L /C pl. 
Fred and Rose S w ab y, w ho celebrated their golden 
w edding last year on O ctob er 22.

F red ’ s service was confined to the 1914-18 war, 
in w hich he started in the 7th  (T F )  Battalion in 1916 
and later transferred to the M achine G u n  Corps.

W e  understand that, although w ell in his eighties, 
F red  still rides a b icycle occasionally.

T h e y  now  live at K in g ’s L ynn in N o rfolk  and we 
w ish them  m any m ore years o f  happiness together.

E x-Pte. R. S . R . T u rn e r  (620071) is another newly 
joined m em ber o f  the R egim ental Association. H e 
enlisted in O ctob er 1932 and served in “ B ”  C om pany 
o f  the 1 st Battalion in E gypt, Singapore and H ong 
K ong. H e was com pulsorily transferred to the R A S C  
in H ong K o n g  in 1939 and, after the fall o f  the 
colony, he was taken a prisoner o f  war. A fter spending 
som e tim e in Sham shuipo C am p he was transferred 
to Japan and put into N agoya Cam p. W hen the war 
ended he continued to serve in the R A S C  until 1961.

D u rin g  his service in the 1st Battalion he was 
know n as “ H oly Joe” , being secretary- o f  the Soldiers 
and Sailors C hristian Association.

E x-Pte. Joseph U llm an (28278198), who was a 
clerk in  the 1st Battalion in C yp ru s, sends his 
greetings to all D ie-H ards.

C harles U w ins, a veteran o f  the 13th (Service) 
Battalion o f the 19 14-18  war, is one o f  our regular 
readers. H e takes a great interest in his old Battalion’ s

O C A , w ho attend a wreath-laying cerem ony in 
O ctober each year at the mem orial to their old 
D ivision, the 24th, in Battersea Park.

Enquiries have been made as to the whereabouts 
o f L t. B ob Richardson, w ho served with the 1st 
Battalion during the cam paign in N W  E urope, but 
unfortunately we cannot help as he has been out of 
touch for so long.

I f  any reader has news o f him , it w ould be m uch 
appreciated if  he w ould get in touch w ith  the Editor.

M ajor M artin  W eedon’s fam ily have been figuring 
prom inently in the news lately.

H is daughter, Susan, was m arried on January 4 
to M r. Graham  Burrows, and we send them  our 
best wishes for their future happiness. T h e y  have 
now returned to South Africa.

H is son, M ark, w ho is m arried and living in 
Australia, becam e the father o f a second child, a 
daughter, born in M ater Hospital, Sy'dney, 
D ecem ber 27, 1974. ^ 6

N E W  Y E A R  H O N O U R S  L IS T

W e send our heartiest congratulations to the 
follow ing past and serving m em bers o f the form er 
M iddlesex R egim ent (D C O ) w ho received the awards 
stated in the last N ew  Y ear H onours L ist:

C BE  *
L t.-C o l. E. P. Shanks, q c , D epu ty Bailiff, 

G uernsey, form erly A djutant, 1st P L  Kensington 
Regiment.

OBE
C ol. B. H. M arciandi, now  w ith N A T O  in Brussels.

Q u e en ’s P o lic e  M e d a l (Q P M )
C apt. J. H . G errard, o b e , m c , D epu ty  Assistant 

Com m issioner, Inspectorate, M etropolitan Police, 
form erly 1st Battalion.

W. J. DARDRY
FLORIST

fo r

F lo w e rs , P la n ts  e tc .

Telephone 346 5680 

10 H O LD ER S H ILL PA R A D E  
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(Opposite Hendon Cemetery &  Crematorium

L E T T E R S
From : M iss Penelope Teesdale

26 G ram ercy Park,
N e w  Y o rk  C ity.
D ecem ber 2 1 , 197 4

C ol. F . W alden, m b e ,  d l ,
Editor,
Deansbrook Road,
E dgw are, M iddx.

^ ^ r  Col. W alden,
I can’t tell you  w hat a delightful surprise it was 

to receive a copy o f The Die-H ards Newsletter, and 
then to find m yself in print! I enjoyed reading the 
extra b it o f historical background you gave at the 
end o f you r article, and indeed found the whole 
Newsletter o f great interest. T o m  C hattey kindly 
gave m e tw o m ore copies, w hich I have been happy

• to forw ard on to M r. M in ch in  in M afeking and to 
W alter D u xb u rg  in Johannesburg, w ho accom panied 
me on m y trip to M afeking and whose brother, Col. 
D u xb u rg, is in  charge o f the W a r M useum  in 
Johannesburg. I consider m yself very m uch related 
to the M idd lesex Regim ent b y  m arriage (!) and 
enjoy sharing in its history and its customs.

D u rin g  m y travels I often find m yself in parts o f 
the w orld w hich have provided a last resting place 
for British soldiers, and I always make it a point to 
look for the name “ M id d lesex” , and to pay m y 
respects generally at any S ervice cem etery in the 
vicin ity o f m y visit.

O nce again, thank you  for the handsom e “ spread” , 
and m ay I add m y best wishes for the N ew  Y ear to 
you  and the Newsletter.

Y o u rs sincerely,
P e n e l o p e  T e e s d a l e .

[.Editor’s Note— M iss T eesd a le ’ s interesting article, 
“ A  C em etery in M afekin g” , appeared in the Septem ­
ber 1974 issue.]

From : Capt. Walter Ward
51 Blindm ans Lane,
Cheshunt.
February 14, 1975.

D ear Editor,
W hen I was speaking to M ajor D ick  Sm ith 

during the M ill H ill B ranch gathering at H Q  I told 
him  that w ith  two colleagues (“ S an d y”  Savage and 
“ Son n y”  Salm on, tw o S ’s!) we had defrayed the 
cost o f having our badge m ounted and installed over 
the bar in the R oyal British L eg io n  C lu b  at 
H oltwhites H ill, Enfield, alongside the badges o f the 
Services— Royal N avy, A rm y, R oyal A ir  Force and 
Royal M arines— and w ith  those o f other corps and 
regiments.

T h e  insignia has been very nicely done, the 
badge m ounted on a shield-shaped base, about 6in. 
by sin. and finished in the regim ental colours in 
perpendicular stripes.

O n a recent visit, to m y surprise, I have found 
that we have a duplication, so now  w e are represented 
on both sides o f the Services badges. I have not yet 
discovered w ho is responsible for the second insignia, 
but it is p roof beyond doubt that, in spite o f the 
Regim ent being dead, the spirit o f the D ie-H ard  is 
not, and to this end it occurs to m e that there are 
no doubt a large num ber o f D ie-H ards w ho w ould 
like to be associated w ith  the installation o f these 
insignia. C ou ld  I suggest to these people that a small 
(or large) contribution to the R egim ental Association 
funds w ould be o f great assistance and help in helping 
less fortunate D ie-H ards and then those insignia 
w ould rem ind us always o f the livin g  spirit o f  the 
Die-H ards.

W ith  all best wishes,
V e ry  sincerely,

W a l t e r  W a r d .

Forthcoming Events

Date

T h ursday, A p ril 17 

Saturday, A p ril 19

W ednesday, A p ril 30 

Saturday, M a y  17

•
Saturday, M a y  31 

W ednesday, June 4

Event

O rganised visit to Regim ental 
M useum , B ruce Castle.
1 /7th Battalion (1939-45) 
D inner at T A V R  C entre, 
Priory Road, H ornsey.
S p rin g G o lf  M eetin g at N orth 
H ants G o lf  C lu b , Fleet. 
Afternoon— A lbuhera Service 
o f R em em brance at St. P au l’s 
C athedral.
Evening— Annual Reunion at 
Porchester H all, Q ueensway, 
L ondon, W 2.
2/ioth Battalion Luncheon at 
V icto ry  ex-Service C lub, 
S eym our Street, London, W 2. 
Derby' outing.

T h ursday, June 5 F ounders’ D a y Cerem ony,
T h e  R oyal H ospital, C helsea, 
at 3 p .m ., when H er M ajesty 
T h e  Q ueen is to inspect the 
In-Pensioners.
V isit o f Reseau Sylvestre,
L ille

9th Battalion D inner at 
V icto ry  ex-S ervice  C lub , 
S eym our Street, L o n don , W 2. 
S um m er O u tin g to A ldershot 
A rm y  D isplay.
M ilitary  M usical Pageant, 
W em bley.

T h e  Officers C lu b  cocktail party notified under 
“ Forthcom ing E vents”  in the D ecem ber 1974 issue 
w ill N O T  now  take place on T uesday, A p ril 29.

Friday, June 6 
to

S unday June 8 
Saturday, June 7

Saturday, June 28 

Saturday, July 5
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It is w ith  deep regret that we have to announce
that the follow ing have d ie d :
C l a r k — O n  B oxin g D ay, 1 9 7 4 ,  ex-Pte. Frederick 

C harles C lark, M M  and bar (L  15625), aged 7 8 . He 
enlisted on M a y  2, 1 9 1 5, and was posted to the 
5th (Special Reserve) Battalion, then stationed in 
the G reat L ines C am p, G illingham , K ent. A fter 
com pleting his initial training he was posted to the 
4th Battalion serving w ith  the B E F  in France. 
W ounded in 1 9 1 6 ,  “ N o b b y ”  was evacuated to the 
U K  and after convalescence joined the 6th (Special 
Reserve) Battalion at L o w er Barracks, Chatham . 
H e was posted back to the 4th Battalion in January 
1 9 1 7 .  D u rin g  the A llied  advance in A ugust 1 9 1 8 ,  
in w hich the 4th Battalion w ere in the thick o f the 
fighting, he was given  an im m ediate aw ard o f the 
M ilitary  M edal. In A p ril 1 9 1 9 ,  w hen N o. x 

Special C om pan y the M idd lesex Regim ent, was 
form ed as part o f the N orth  Russian Expeditionaxy 
Force, he was one o f the m en picked from  regular 
soldiers w ho w ere form ing the nucleus o f the 2nd 
and 4th Battalions. W hen a m ounted infantry 
section was form ed in conjunction w ith  the 60th 
Rifle C om pan y in June 1 9 1 9  he was one o f the 
nine volunteers from  the M idd lesex C om pany. As 
in 1 9 1 8 ,  he was again given  an im m ediate award, 
this tim e the bar to his M ilitary  M edal. A lthough 
keen to continue soldiering after the war, he was 
discharged on m edical grounds on M a y  20, 1920. 
A t  the tim e o f  his death he had been a m em ber of 
the M ill H ill Branch o f the D ie-H ards C lu b  for 
som e years.

C o o p e r — O n F eb ruary 12, 1975, ex-S gt. G eorge 
R ichard James C ooper, m m  (TF/265160  and 
6193871), aged 82. H e enrolled into the 9th Battalion 
(T F )  on D ecem ber 10, 19 12 and, during the 
19 14 -18  w ar served w ith  that Battalion in India 
and M esopotam ia. H e was aw arded the M ilitary  
M edal for gallantry w hilst a private during the 
fighting in M esopotam ia. In the 1939-45 w ar he 
served in the R oyal Pioneer C orps and was finally 
discharged in February 1944.

C r o n i n — O n February 2 , 1 9 7 5 ,  ex-S gt. James
Patrick C ronin , m m  (L /12 712 ), aged 83. H e 
enlisted in the R egim ent on July  1 9 , 1 9 0 8  (his 
seventeenth birthday), and was posted to the 4th 
Battalion. H e rem ained w ith  that Battalion during 
its service in Ireland, A ldershot and D evonport, 
b ut did not go w ith  it on active service. Instead he 
and three other N C O s  from  the Battalion were 
retained in the U K  and posted early in 1915 to 
the 12th (Service) Battalion as instructors in 
trench warfare. H e served w ith  that Battalion until 
19 17 and took part in the Som m e battles and, 
especially T h iep v al on S eptem ber 6 , 1 9 1 6 ,  w hen 
a record n um ber o f decorations w ere w on by 
officers and soldiers o f  the Battalion, and when he 
was w ounded. H e was reposted to the 4th Battalion 
and served w ith  that Battalion until again being

w ounded. A s a result o f these w ounds he was 
discharged. H e was a m em ber o f the M ill H ill 
Branch o f the D ie-H ards C lu b  and always kept in 
touch.

D o b b s — O n  D ecem ber 3, 1974, suddenly, M s f l f c  

John E dw ard D obbs, m c , aged 80. H e enlisted into 
the Regim ent as a boy and was posted to the 4th 
Battalion on A ugust 26, 1908. T e n  m onths later 
he was transferred to 2nd Battalion T h e  L in coln ­
shire Regim ent, where he attained the age o f 18 
in July 19x2 and rose to the rank o f sergeant by 
N ovem ber 1915. O n A ugust 1, 1916, he was 
appointed to a commission as second lieutenant^® * 
in our 1st Battalion. For his services in the field he 
was M entioned in D espatches and awarded 
the M ilitary  Cross. In 1919 he was posted to the 
4th Battalion, where he remained until that 
Battalion was disbanded in 1923, w hen he was 
posted to the 1st Battalion. D u rin g his service with 
the 4th Battalion he was aw arded the Royal 
H um ane Society'- Certificate in vellum  for saving 
life. In Septem ber 1928 he was prom oted Captain 
and ju st over a year later he was appointed adjutant 
o f our 8th Battalion (T A ). O n relinquishing this 
appointm ent in N ovem ber 1933 he was posted to 
the 1 st Battalion and served w ith that Battalion in 
the Canal Zone (M oascar), Singapore and H ong 
K ong. H e was prom oted major on A u gu st 1, 1938, 
and in Septem ber 1941 he was appointed D irector 
o f M ilitary  Train in g, Johore M ilitary Forces, 
M alaya, w ith  the local rank o f lieutenant-colonel.
H e was taken prisoner in February 1942 w hen the 
Japanese captured M alaya and remained in 
captivity until A ugust 1945. For his services in the 
w ar he was M entioned in Despatches. A fter the 
w ar he was posted for d uty writh the Polish R e­
settlem ent C orps until June 1968. H e retired on 
retired pay in February 1969.

J o h n s o n — O n D ecem ber 4 , 1 9 7 4 , M ajor D u d ley  
V aughan Johnson, m c , aged 8 5 . T h rou gh ou t the 
1 9 1 4 - 1 8  war he served w ith  the 23rd (Second 
Football) Battalion. H e com m anded “ A ”  C o m ­
pany, w hich he led into action during the Som m e 
battles and through the m ain street o f  Flers 
behind a tank w'hen these w ar m achines were 
m aking their first appearance. H e was im m ensely 
popular w ith  his soldiers and at 23rd Battalion 
reunions he never failed to take the chair at the 
unanim ous request o f his veterans. H e was a very 
keen golfer, being a m em ber o f  the South H erts 
and H ighgate G o lf  C lubs.

M a n d e r s — O n January 28, 1975, ex-Sgt. H erbert 
G eorge M anders (L /11961 and 6188507), aged 82. 
A t  the tim e o f his death he w'as an In-Pensioner o f 
the Royal H ospital, Chelsea. H e enlisted on 
O ctober 14, 1907, and on com pletion o f his recruit
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training was posted to the 2nd Battalion, then 
serving in the Channel Islands. In O ctober 1910 
he joined the 1st Battalion in India and served 
w ith  that Battalion at A den, W oolw ich and in the 
B E F  in France until Septem ber 1915, when he 
was w'ounded at the Battle o f Loos. O n discharge 
from  hospital he was posted to the 5th (Special 
Reserve) Battalion at Chatham , where he was 
em ployed as an instructor. In A ugust 19 17 he was 
seconded for two years as an instructor to the 
K in g ’ s A frican  Rifles. A fter this secondm ent he 
was posted to the D epot, where he was given the

#sk of training recruits. H is next appointm ent 
as as a P S I to the 8th Battalion (T A ), at the 
term ination o f w hich he was posted to the 1st 

Battalion. H e w'as discharged to pension on 
O ctober 13, 1928, having com pleted 21 years’ 
C olo ur service and having been aw arded the L ong 
S ervice and G o o d  C on duct M edal. D u rin g the 
1939-45 war he was a m em ber o f the H om e 
G uard.

M a t t h e w s — O n A ugust 30, 1974, peacefully at his 
hom e in D orset, ex -L t. E dgar Charles M atthews: 

A t  the outbreak o f the 19 14 -18  war he was at 
T rin ity  C ollege, C am bridge, and was com m is­
sioned from  there into the R egim ent as a second 
lieutenant on S eptem ber 14, 1914. T w o  days later 
he was one o f the original officers to join the 13th 
(Service) Battalion at Brookw ood in preparation 
for active service overseas. H e eventually sailed 
with  the Battalion in S S  Duchess o f Argyll to join 
the B E F  in France. H e was prom oted lieutenant 
on June 1, 1915. A fter having had considerable 
service in the trenches, he was gassed and as a 
result he was m edically boarded and passed fit for 
hom e service only. H e was then given  an appoint­
m ent at the W ar O ffice, where he remained until 
he was dem obilised at the end o f the war.

A fter a year or tw o as a partner in an im port- 
export business in M orocco he w ent to H aileybury 
C ollege in S eptem ber 1922 as a form  master. T o  
the school at large he becam e fam iliar on the big 
school stage and fam ous for his production of 
plays, m ost o f  them  Shakespeare’ s, w hich he

•  produced at the end o f  the Easter term  and took 
abroad to m any foreign countries from  Poland in 
the east to the U S A  and C anada in the west. T here 
w ere 18 such tours from  1930 onwards, w hich 
b rought both him  and H aileyb ury m ore than local 
fame.

H e was a house m aster from  1930 to 1953, head 
o f the m odern side from  1948-53 and senior 
m aster from  1952 until his retirem ent, in July 1958. 
A ll w ho knew  him , w hether staff, students or old 
boys, regarded him  w ith affection and respect.

(W ith  acknowledgements to the Editors of “ The 
Haileyburian” .)

P a r n e l l — O n January 4, 1975, L t. (Q M ) H arry 
John Parnell, aged 67. H arry  Parnell was a regi- 

^ ¡n en ta l character know n to all ranks in w hichever 
^ ^ n it  he was serving. V o cal and agile o f brain, a 

good boxer and fighter in the ring, an excellent 
instructor and a man w illing to discuss any subject 
under the sun, in his com pany there was rarely a 
dull m om ent. H is original enlistm ent was one o f 
short duration. H e enlisted in the Cam eronians in

January 1924, was allotted the A rm y num ber 
3239176 and was struck o ff strength in S eptem ber 
the same year. T h ree  days later he enlisted into 
the S uffolk  R egim ent in the name o f H enry John 
A lsop and was given the num ber 5823556. Again 
he served for nine months, being struck off 
strength in June 1925. A  w eek later he enlisted into 
the M idd lesex Regim ent and given  the num ber 
6196724; this num ber was subsequently replaced 
b y  his original num ber 3239176 on declaration of 
his previous service. H e was now in the regim ent 
he was to serve for 23 years, w ith  the exception of 
three years on the roll o f the R oyal Fusiliers 
during the last war. Servin g w ith  the 2nd Battalion 
in India and the Sudan, he returned hom e w ith 
the Battalion in D ecem ber 1931. In Septem ber 
1937 he joined the 1st Battalion in H on g K ong, 
holding the rank o f lance-sergeant, and three 
m onths later prom oted to sergeant. In Septem ber 
1939 he joined the P L  K ensington Regim ent, then 
part o f the M idd lesex Regim ent and given his 
warrant as C S M  (W O2). T ran sferred  to the Royal 
Fusiliers in July 1940 he was appointed R S M , 
nine m onths later receiving his com m ission as 
Lieutenant (Q M ) in the M idd lesex Regim ent in 
O ctober 1943. D u rin g  the period betw een M arch 
1942 and M arch  1943 he was a m em ber o f B riga­
dier W ingate’ s C hindits, where he served w ith  
illustrious C om m ando officers, plus a num ber o f 
N C O s  and m en w ho had been his com rades in the 
past, such as Jacky G eist, C pl. “ G in g er”  H ill, 
C S M  Seaton, C  S gt. Laurie P rid dy, all o f whom  
were w ith him  in 142 C om m ando Regim ent. N ear 
the end o f the training period H arry Parnell was 
posted as R S M  to 151st (British) Parachute 
Battalion and so m issed the epic fights o f 1943, 
although he remained in touch w ith  the M iddlesex 
R egim ent. H e then served in N orth  A frica  and 
Italy, where his b rother w ho had served in the 2nd 
Battalion until discharged on com passionate 
grounds in 1938 was killed at Salerno in the 5th 
H am pshire Regim ent, to w hom  he had been 
seconded from  1st Battalion P L  K ensington  
R egim ent. T h is  brother had enlisted in their 
m other’ s m aiden name and it is as L t. John Buffer 
H illm an that he is show n on the Roll o f H onour. 
In A ugust 1945 he returned to the U K  and was 
placed on the U nem ployed L ist the follow ing 
D ecem ber. T h irteen  m onths later he relinquished 
his com m ission and enlisted once m ore into the 
R egim ent being prom oted colour sergeant the 
follow ing day (January 7, 1947) and to W O 2  in 
N ovem ber 1947. H e served in the M id d le  East 
(Palestine) from  S eptem ber 1947 to June 1948, 
w hen he reverted to colour-sergeant, and took his 
discharge in N ovem ber 1948. O n N e w  Y e a r ’s D ay, 
1949, he w as appointed to the R egular A rm y 
Reserve o f Officers as L ieutenant (Q M ) the M id d le­
sex R egim ent, relinquishing the com m ission in 
O ctob er i960, having exceeded the age lim it for 
liability  to recall and was granted the honorary 
rank o f L ieutenant (Q M ).

A fter leaving the regim ent in N o vem b er 1948 
he was em ployed as a prison warder. H is per­
sonality soon m ade itself felt am ong the “ old lags” , 
inasm uch that he was able to nip trouble in the 
bud on a num ber o f occasions. H e was know n as a 
disciplinarian, also a m an to be trusted. T h e
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prisoners knew  w here they stood. Retiring from 
the Prison Service he m oved to Basingstoke, where 
he organised youth clubs and boxing classes, being 
idolised b y  the you n g  and appreciated b y  the firm 
for w hich  he worked and b y  parents o f the youths 
he trained. T o  the last he was singing the praises 
o f his beloved D ie-H ards and kept up a lively 
correspondence w ith  friends w ith w hom  he had 
served in  the years gone by. H is funeral was 
attended b y  C ol. W alden, M ajors D onovan, Sm ith 
and W aldron, Capt. Tarran t and M essrs. G rib ble 
and M ellor, the senior m em bers o f the staff o f his 
firm and officials o f the clubs he had assisted since

he had lived in Basingstoke, together w ith  the 
m any m em bers of his fam ily. T w o  buglers from 
the Q u een ’s R egim ent sounded Last Post and the 
Reveille as the final salute and farew ell to a smart 
soldier and w orthy D ie-H ard.

( With acknowledgements to M ajor R. W. J .  Smith 
m b e J

A s all the inform ation is not yet available, a full 
obituary notice on C ol. J. W . G . O rm iston, w ho died 
on February n ,  1975, w ill be published in a subse­
quent Newsletter.
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ASSOCIATION NEWS

Secretary’s Notes
B e n e v o le n t  C a s e s

D u rin g  the period January 1 to D ecem ber 31, 
1974, the sum  o f  £1,464-87 was expended in m aking 
grants to 88 ex-m em bers o f the Regim ent.

A n  additional £ 1 ,1 7 9  was received from  the 
A rm y Benevolent Fund as a result o f  applications by 
the R egim ental Association and was used to assist 
13 m ajor benevolent cases.

D o n a tio n s — C h a r ita b le  F u n d
T h e  Secretary gratefu lly  acknow ledges donations 

to the C haritable Fund from  M ajor F. H . Blackburn, 
M r. E. G . H ughes and M rs. F . A . L . Law rence.

A n n u a l V is it  to R o y a l H o s p ita l,  C h e ls e a ,  a n d  
S ta r  a n d  G a r te r  H o m e , R ic h m o n d

O n D ecem ber 18, 1974, the Secretary, accom ­
panied b y  M ajor R. W . J. Sm ith, m b e , visited the 
Royal H ospital, Chelsea, and the Star and G arter 
H om e, R ichm ond, and gave ou r pensioners a C h rist­
mas present from  the R egim ental Association. In the 
R oyal H ospital, C helsea, we have S gt. W . H eavens, 
Sgt. A . Rathbone, I/P. G . Fulton, I/P. H . M anders 
(since died), I/P. F . W orton, and in the Star and 
G arter H om e, R ichm ond, W . D . D orm er, R. Irving,
G . O akley and A . Sm ithers.

A . E . F. W .

E A L IN G  B R A N C H
I had a pleasant d uty to perform  on January 25 

last, nam ely, to present a floral tribute to M rs. 
Ruston (the w idow  o f the late M ajor Ruston o f the 
Ealing C om pany, 8th Battalion, killed on A p ril 26, 
1915, at G ravenstaffel Ridge), who celebrated her 
ninety-fifth birthday on that day. She is a patient in 
St. Francis N u rsin g H om e, Ealing, and has been fo J  
som e tim e the life and soul o f the party. A fter we 
had talked o f life in G ibraltar (1914) and also the 
up-to-date topics o f the day, she escorted m e to the 
front door o f the house as upright and full o f  beans 
as any 50-year-old butler. It is a great treat to us who 
remain o f the M ajor’ s C om pany (4) to be able to 
b ring a little sunshine into the old la d y ’s life, and 
although she has a few  visitors she loves to have a 
chat about ou r days on the “ R ock” . M a y  she reach 
her 100 not out.

Back to the old days (or nights) last week. A  gas 
explosion at 2 a.m. and I heard it over here in 
Isleworth, all the w ay from  W est Ealing. A rthur 
W ern dley (90 this year), who is rather deaf and 
nearly blind, said it m ade him  nip out o f bed q u i^ .

O u r chairm an, G eorge Ife, has had to leave u B  
live w ith  a daughter in A ylesb u ry and that brings us 
dow n to five attenders at ou r m eetings. W e shall miss 
him  as he is m ost regular and a good chairman.

I have heard from  several o f our house-bound 
m em bers. A ll sent their subs for 1975 and their good
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wishes to all D ie-H ards w herever they m ay be. 
M ajor G eorge Parr-H ead (late 2/8th Battalion, 
1914-18 ) now  82, is feeling a bit shaky and not able 
to get out to have his usual tonic. W e wish him  well 
and hope to see him  at L o rd ’ s during the sum m er 
(if w e have any). Ernie D uffield (83) is still going 
strong and enjoys his “ snifter”  in the British Legion 
C lu b  at G reenford and he som etim es has a visit 
from  B o b b y W illiam s (83) and C harlie Brust (1 /7th 
1914). I am still doing a bit of hom e visiting but it is 
a b it o f a job  w ith petrol the price it is. N o  news 
lately o f B ill C ook  in Australia, but “ no news is good

w -™ a m  off now  for m y drop o f “ hom e brew ”  and 
I ’ ll drink to all O ld  D ie-H ards.

C heerio! A ll the best,
A l b e r t  W h i t e .

M I L L  H IL L  B R A N C H

A t a recent m onthly m eeting w e had the pleasure 
B f  the com pany o f one o f  the few  surviving m embers 
^ f  the Regim ent w ho w ear the Q ueen ’s S outh Africa 

M edal. T h is  is Fred  “ T ic k y ”  M ord en (L/7651), that 
dim inutive and alert veteran w ho w ill be 90 next 
b irthday. M usical and entertaining he not only plays 
the banjo, the m andolin and various other string 
instrum ents, he also runs a dance band! H e was 
given his nicknam e b y  his com rades as a young 
soldier after the S outh A frican  silver threepenny-bit, 
called a “ ticky” . T h e  eldest m em ber o f our branch, 
i f  not o f the R egim ental Association, is also a Boer 
war veteran. H e is M ajor P. B. “ P lum bago”  Allott, 
who is a few  weeks from  his ninety-fifth birthday and 
was the C olo ur Ensign who carried the Regimental 
C olour— the Z u lu  W ar colour— on its last trooping 
at A llahabad, M arch  29, 1908.

A nother expert o f the branch is G eorge Lam bourne 
(6203802), a very skilled upholsterer w ho recently 
repaired tw o chairs for a relative o f H is H oliness the 
Pope. T h ese  chairs are tw o o f a set o f 10, insured for 
£16,000 and 400 years old, the damask fabric being 
200 years old. T h a t job  certainly needed a steady 
hand and expertness in the craft.

T h e  branch continues to flourish and mention of 
m em bers new  and old w ill be found elsewhere in

Kis Nezusletter. Even  the long nights have not kept 
em bers away, nor has the inclem ent w eather and 
the hazards o f unpredictable public traffic services. T o  

those staunch supporters I am truly grateful. It 
makes the job  w orth doing.

T o  all m em bers o f  all branches, from  the most 
distant in H ong K o n g  to the W O s and Sergeants 
w ho share w ith  us the drill hall at Edgw are, w e send 
our com radely and fraternal greetings.

M a j o r  D i c k  S m i t h .

9th B A T T A L IO N  B R A N C H

It was a v ery  interesting account in  the D ecem ber 
issue o f this Newsletter o f  M ajor H. W . T h o m p so n ’s 
w ar experiences.

N aturally  w e old buddies rem em ber him  v ery  well 
and are v ery  pleased to know  that som e o f his 
exploits are not forgotten. O ne concerned the 
H awaish M ou n d at N e je f w hich  is on the R iver 
Euphrates and is one, or was perhaps one, o f the 
oldest B iblical cities. I m ention this, because this 
M ou n d I believe was the refuse dum p o f  the city 
since it was built.

T h e  project was to capture it so that a good field 
o f fire could be obtained into the C ity  o f  N e je f and 
so help to capture the insurgents w ho had killed a 
political officer som e w eeks before. T h e  attack 
com m enced before daybreak, w hich on ly lasts a 
short tim e in that part o f the w orld. A s w e ascended 
this m ound on the hill, w ithout previous reconnais­
sance, w e experienced a horrible sensation. T h e  
m ound was infested by a large arm y o f  crustaceans 
and they w ere pleased to m eet us; w hite flesh was 
m uch better than that o f those dom iciled in and 
around the city. N eedless to say, w e retired before 
our objective was com pleted. T h a t was the beginning 
o f  a “ lousy”  existence, w hich did not finish until 
som e tim e after our final dem obilisation.

S urely, the com posite battalion referred to in that 
account, was the D unsterforce com m anded b y  the 
Russian-speaking M ajor-G en . D unsterville, the 
original o f R udyard K ip lin g ’s “ S talky” .

D unsterforce was raised after the w ar was over 
and was o f  high calibre, also a v ery  expensive project. 
B u t that could be another story.

W e have received m any com m unications from  our 
m em bers, one being from  ou r venerated adjutant o f 
the 1920s, L t.-G e n . S ir  Brian H orrocks, k c b , k b e , 

d s o , m c , l l d , w ho like us old m em bers, cannot 
travel now  as he w ould w ish to. T h e  G eneral has 
never forgotten the 9th Battalion.

O ther letters w ere received from  M ajor L . F. 
Shaw , w ho is retiring from  business, and travelling 
to Australia for tw o m onths and then on to Italy for 
the sum m er m onths; and from  Frank W oods and 
Fred Lockyer, w ho did have som e hopes o f  being 
near us in the near future b ut have now  been sus­
pended.

A nother letter was from  A . H . H ill w ho was 
originally a m em ber o f the 9th, but transferred to the 
R E s during the war. H e was at D u nkirk  and is a 
great supporter o f  the D u n kirk  V eterans Association. 
H e inform s m e that he is arranging a party to visit 
D unkirk in the sum m er and that a plaque is being 
fixed at D o ver H arbour to com m em orate the bravery- 
show n b y  that retiring force at D unkirk.

O ver a C en tu ry-o ld  Partnersh ip  . . .
L ik e  th e  Serv ices, we h ave  a  tra d i tio n  to  u p h o ld , a t  th e  sam e  tim e  ta k in g  a d ­
v an tag e  o f  sc ien tific p ro g ress  in  th is  age o f  m e c h a n isa tio n , ye t m a in ta in in g , 
th ro u g h  a  specia l d e p a rtm e n t,  a  p e rso n a l a n d  h e lp fu l l in k  w ith  o u r  cu s to m e rs , 
w h o m  w e a re  ever w illing to  a d v ise  a n d  a ssis t in  th e  p ro d u c tio n  o f  th e ir  jo u rn a ls  

D w i m V i m a 1 r  I n A n c m i O  u n  N ew spaper H o u se , 8-16  G re a t N ew  S tre e t ,  L on-
■ ll  llL! n H I. J. rAKoUNo LIU don E C 4 P 4 E R . T elephone 0 1 -3 5 3 1 0 3 0 . W o rk s

O  a t  H a s tin g s  and  F o lkestone .
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W e  w ere sorry to hear from  the brother o f  G eorge 
C ooper, m m ,  that G eorge is in Park R oyal H ospital, 
suffering from  a form  o f  uraem ia. G eorge lost his 
w ife a few  m onths ago and has been rehoused in new 
quarters b y  the local council as his old hom e was 
b eing dem olished.

I w ent to M ou n t Vernon H ospital in January to 
visit A rth u r Barrow, w ho was adm itted for treatm ent 
after a fall at his hom e. H e was very confused and 
w eak and has not progressed m uch, so I am informed.

T o  both o f our old m em bers w e w ish them  well 
and to resume life  as it was before their incapacities.

T w o  o f our old colleagues have taken leave o f us 
and are on their long jou rney to those happy hunting 
grounds. T h e y  are R eg W oodford, w ho joined the 
Battalion in 1930 and served throughout the last 
w ar as a sergeant in 430 Battery o f 126 L A A  R egt 
R A , and G eorge Lane, w ho w ith  his brother joined 
the Battalion in 19 14 going to India and M esop o­
tam ia. G eorge regularly attended our Reunions until 
a few  years ago when he had to retire ow ing to failing 
eyesight.

W e wish to tender our deep sym pathy to the w ives 
o f our m em bers and their relatives.

Flow ers w ere sent from  the Association and the 
9th and w e w ere represented at both cremations.

T h ere  is not m uch more to w rite about except to 
inform  you that the Association is projecting a very 
good program m e o f social events, o f  w hich you  will 
be inform ed. Please give the Association your 
support and do not forget the 9th’ s own Reunion 
and D inner on June 7 at the V icto ry  Service C lub. 
M ore details later. O ur best wishes and hope that 
you r shadow s w ill never grow  less.

R. T .  M .

(Editor’s N ote— Sin ce these notes w ere subm itted 
G eorge C oop er has died and an obituary appears on 
page 10).

W O s  A N D  S E R G E A N T S  B R A N C H

I am sorry to say that ou r hopes that H arry 
Parnell’s spirit w ou ld  help him  overcom e the illness 
that had struck h im  dow n w ere not fulfilled. F or on 
January 4 w e received the sad news that he had 
fought and lost his last fight, having passed aw ay 
that m orning in  Basingstoke H ospital. H e was 
crem ated at A ldershot crem atorium  on Friday, 
January 10. M a n y  attended to pay their last respects 
to one you  ju st could not help liking. In  addition to 
his w ife, fam ily and relatives, the follow ing com rades 
w ere present: C ol. Fan n y W alden, m b e , M ajor 
Frank W aldron, m b e ,  M ajor P. D onovan, m b e , 
M ajor D ick  Sm ith, m b e , C apt. B ob T arran t, m s m , 
H arry G rib b le , Stan H u rlo ck  and T ic h  M ellor, all 
b eing with the exception o f B ob T arran t m em bers of 
the Branch. A lso  present w ere representatives o f the 
firm  for w hom  he w orked, the Royal B ritish L egion  
and the Basingstoke boxin g club o f  w hich he was 
president.

H arry  had over the last few  m onths suffered 
greatly, and had he lived  he w ould have been a 
life -lo n g invalid dependent on a w heelchair for 
mobility'. N evertheless, although he knew  this, he 
fought hard to overcom e his adversity. H is courage 
and determ ination to carry on the fight were greatly 
encouraged b y  the visits and m any letters he received

from  his old comrades. M em bers o f the branch who 
made trips down to Basingstoke to see him  which, 
as M rs. Parnell told me, not only brought the colour 
back to his cheeks, but did more to bring him  back 
to his normal cheery self than all the treatm ent that 
he was having, w ere Stan H urlock, H arry G rib ble, 
Jack M ilroy, T ic h  M ellor and D ick Stokes. O ne of 
T ic h  M ello r ’ s visits was on the Friday, the day 
before he died, w hich I am sure brought com fort to 
H arry, for w hat was destined to be his last few  hours 
with us. T o  M rs. Peggy' Parnell and family' we tender 
our deepest sympathy' and say “ farew ell H arry b o y”  
thanks for all the happy m em ories w ith w h ic h ^ ^ ; 
have left us.

M an y  m em bers w ith  their wives and friends 
attended the last m eeting o f 1974, held on Saturday, 
D ecem ber 14. W ell over 60 gathered not only to 
enjoy' a little pre-C hristm as festivity spirit b ut to 
witness our Christm as D raw  and take part in a 
special raffle. Both the draw and special raffle have 
becom e regular annual events now’, and as in th |^ ^  
past they' w ere very wrell supported. T h ere  w:ere 9J^r 
prizes in the draw7, m ostly being bottles o f  liquid 
refreshm ent. In the raffle w’e had 14 prizes ranging 
from  a M usqu ash  fur stole, large basket o f fresh fruit, 
hand crocheted shaw'l, bottles of spirit and sherry 
and several gifts. H alf these prizes w ere given by 
m em bers or their w ives w’hich reflects the interest 
and support shown b y  all those w ho are able to 
attend our m eetings. T h is  support shows no sign of 
w aning for at both m eetings held to  far this year 
good attendances have been recorded.

T h ere  w ill, I am afraid, be rather a solem n few' 
m inutes during our m eeting on Saturday, M arch  8. 
W e shall be gathered together to say farew ell to 
C harlie  and M argaret Banks w'ho on M arch  14 set 
out to start a new' life in A m erica. Both C harlie and 
M argaret have given the Branch valuable and 
yeom an service not only b y  running the bar and 
carrying out any special catering arrangem ents that 
w e have required, b ut preparing the room for our 
m eetings and clearing up afterw ards. N o t only has 
this relieved the burden from  the shoulders o f the 
com m ittee, b u t it has also contributed so m uch to 
the success w e have enjoyed. T o  them  both we offer 
our sincerest thanks and hope that it w ill be a vera^k 
enjoy'able evening w'hich they w ill always remembel^PP 
M an y o f ou r m em bers w ho live too far aw'ay to make 
visits to our m onthly m eetings possible, or through 
other com m itm ents are unable to m ake regular 
visits, keep in touch b y  letter. T h o se from  w hom  we 
have heard recently are T a p s  Eastap, Fred H ennah, 
Les H oneyburn, Ron Johns, W O i (S S M ) C live 
K ingston, A lb ert G eary, John S oden and E . T h o m p ­
son. A ll send their best wishes and kindest regards 
to all D ie-H ards. W e in turn keep in touch w'ith all 
m em bers b y not only replying to their letters, but 
also b y  ou r m onthly Newsletter.

In a letter I received from  Ron Johns he speaks of 
C hristm as 1944 spent in H olland and m entions a 
S p u d  M u rp h y  and C S M  Jessup (“ B ”  C o y  2nd Bn).
H e wonders w hat has becom e o f them . A lt. 
anyone help? I f  so please drop m e a line.

N o w  w'ith that request w'hich I hope bears fruit 
w e send ou r best wishes for good health to all 
D ie-H ard s and m ay D am e Fortune sm ile on you  all.

L e n  J o h n s o n .
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2 10th B A T T A L IO N  (1914-18) O C A

O ur annual Rem em brance service took place at 
St. N icolas C hurch, Chisw'ick, on Sunday, N ovem ber 
10, 1974, and was conducted b y the R ev. Patrick 
T u ft, V icar o f Chisw'ick, in  succession to Preb. G . A . 
Lew is L loyd. A pproxim ately 100 m em bers, relatives 
and friends attended, including Col. C layton 
(D ep u ty  Colonel [M iddlesex] T h e  Q ueen ’s Regim ent 
and President M iddlesex Regim ental Association) 
and M rs. C layton, M ajor W aldron (Secretary 
M iddlesex Regim ental Association) and M rs. 
W ^ dro n  and M ajor Bernard Cattell (President 2/ioth 

T h is  was a special occasion, celebrating as it 
did the sixtieth anniversary o f the form ation o f the 
2/ioth Battalion in 1914. P oppy wreaths w ere laid 
on the m em orials to the i/ io th , 2/1 oth and 3/ioth 
Battalions and during the service the restored church 
clock, undertaken b y  our president as a fam ily 
mem orial, and tablet w ere dedicated. W e set great 

^ ^ t o r e  b y  this annual service and plan to appeal to 
^ |^ )c a l residents having affiliations w ith  the R egim ent 

to join  w ith  us each year in perpetuating the m em ory 
o f these units. A ll enquiries should be addressed to 
the hon. secretary at “ C leveland” , Byes Lane, 
S idford, S idm outh, D evon.

A . D . S.

T H E  R E G U L A R  F O R C E S  E M P L O Y M E N T  
A S S O C IA T IO N

exists
to help S ervicem en to find suitable em ploym ent 
w hen they leave the Forces. It also takes a long-term  
interest in ex-R egulars, who m ay use its services as 
often as they wish.

T h e  Association has 42 branches in the major 
cities o f the U nited  K in gdom  and its Em ploym ent 
O fficers— all ex-Servicem en— are in close touch with 
em ployers. It provides all services free.

I f  you  are leaving the Service, it w ould be well 
w orth you r w hile to get in touch w ith  them . T h e  
telephone num ber and address o f  the nearest branch 
can be obtained from  C orps and Regim ental 
Associations, or from  Post Offices and Em ploym ent 
Offices.

L E A V IN G  T H E  A R M Y
A  security service m anaged b y  S ir John W aldron 

(form erly C om m issioner the M etropolitan Police) 
and M ajor G . G orer (late R C T )  offers em ploym ent 
as security guards. T h e  pay is £2,845 Per annum , 
rising w ith  prom otion, to £3,706 per annum .

G ood  holidays and uniform  provided. F o r m ore 
details w rite to R H Q  T h e  Q u een ’ s Regim ent, H ow e 
Barracks, Canterbury', K ent.
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