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A s has been the practice for the previous two years 
a party o f m em bers o f the R egim ental Association 
m ade a pilgrim age to L ille  to com m em orate the 
thirtieth anniversary o f the death o f  C ap t M ichael 
T roto bas, the “ C apitaine M ich el o f the Reseau 
Farm er— Sylvestre group, but rem em bered b y his 
com rades in the regim ent as P .S .M . M ichael

•T roto b a s (6200958), w ho was aw arded a M ention in 
Despatches in M ay 1940, w hilst serving w ith  the 2nd 
Battalion. H e was shot to death in a hand-to-hand 
fight w ith  the G erm ans on N ovem ber 27, 1943.

T h e  party consisted o f C o l. A . S. J. de S . C layton, 
President o f the M idd lesex R egim ental Association, 
C ol. and M rs. F. W alden, C ol. H . J. A . M oore, 
M ajor R. J. P. C um m ins, M ajor and M rs. W . 
G rogan, M ajor and M rs. R. W . J. Sm ith, M ajor and 
M rs. A . E. F. W aldron, C apt. T .  D . Jones, M r. and 
M rs. G . Chacksfield, M r. and M rs. E . Colebeck, 
M r. and M rs. H. G ee, M r. and M rs. W . G olds, M r. 
and M rs. G . H urlock, M r. and M rs. A . M atthew s, 
M r. and M rs. J. M ilroy, M essrs. C . A shb y, S . Breed,
H . C lyd e , J. Edm onds, C . G arrard , F . Hawes, P. 
H utchins, m m , A . K em ps, A . M artin , N . M elhuish, 
W . Perkes, H . Rae, M . T hom as, C . T rin d a ll, B. 
j^ k tt, G . Y ou n g, and M . W ard w ho travelled on the 
<^Rh driven b y  M r. T o m  T reb ilcock , an ex- 
Coldstream  G uardsm an, who is now  looked upon as 
one of the Regim ent due to the efficient and generous 
service he has given us in the past 28 years.

D u rin g  the cerem onies in France, the party w-as

augm ented b y  nine w ho had travelled privately. 
T h e y  w ere L e n  and M ichelle  A rlington, C apt. 
Stephens, a form er m em ber o f  the S .A .S .,  Pc B arry 
Thom as o f “ L ”  D ivision, M etropolitan  Police, w ith  
a police-sergeant and tw o constables o f “ L ’ ’ D ivision, 
M rs. Jenny T h om as (née A rlington), the w ife of 
B arry Thom as, and M rs. B onny w ho durin g the oc­
cupation w'hen her name wras Brien, at great danger 
to her ow n life forged identity cards for L e n  A rlington 
w ho was a m em ber o f the group. H e then was 
6203442 Private L . A rlington  o f the 2nd Battalion 
and an escaped prisoner o f war from  the Germ ans 
w ith  a price o f 60,000 francs on his head, the eq u i­
valent o f w hich  w ou ld  be 200,000 francs or m ore at 
present.

T h e  jou rn ey to D o ver w as uneventful as was the 
trip  on the car-ferry. A t Calais ou r party was m et by 
a delegation from the Reseau Sylvestre including M . 
Julien G erekens, m b è  (Com m andant Jacky) and M . 
A lcid iade Caflers both now  w ell know n to the 
R egim ent. T h e y  w ere our guides to  Lam bersart 
wrhere the Police Barracks o f N o . 2 C R S  is situated 
and w'here the unaccom panied m em bers o f the party 
w ere accom m odated b y  the kindness o f C o l. S il- 
b ereyez, the C om m ander o f the group. M em b ers of 
the party w ho w ere not staying at the police barracks 
w ere then taken to the tw o hotels w here rooms had 
been booked, the H otel Londres and the H otel 
M onte C arlo.

L a ter in the evening the w hole party w ere enter-
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The Regimental Association detachment drawn up at the official opening of the Square du Capitaine M ichel 
in Roubaix. In front on the ¡eft o f Colonel Clayton is Colonel Silbereyez, Commander o f the Police Group stationed 
at Lambersart.

Three members of the Hounslow Branch at the official opening o f the Square du Capitaine M ichel in Roubaix. 
From left to right : Messrs. A . Kem p, M . Ward and C . Trindall.
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The scene at the official opening o f the Square du Capitaine M ichel at Wattrelos.

The procession passing through the Southern Cemetery, Lille, on its way to take part in the Ceremony at the 
monument to the Reseau Sylvestre.
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The scene during the ceremony at the monument to the Reseau Sylvestre. On the right o f Col. Clayton is 
M . M arcel Fertein, President o f the Reseau Sylvestre, ivho was the able Lieutenant of M ichael Trotobas.

The memorial to the Reseau Sylvestre in the Southern Cemetery, Lille.
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tained to dinner at the police barracks as the guests of 
C ol. S ilbereyez and the m em bers o f the Resistance. 
T h e  police in L ille  are very close in friendship to the 
Regim ent as it was in the disguise o f a gendarm e that 
M ichael T roto bas often used w hilst carrying out his 
preparations for sabotage. In fact, he was w earing the 
uniform  o f the G .M .R .— G roupes M obiles de 
R eserve— when he was shot, as is shown in the 
artist’ s illustration o f the incident and recounted in 
“ S O E  in F ran ce”  in the H istory of the Second W orld 
W ar series.

A n  early start the next m orning Saturday, N ovem -

t  24, as the beginning o f a long and eventful day 
ich m eant a ride to R oubaix where a num ber of 
the 2nd Battalion w ere billeted in 1939 after m oving 

from  G ondecourt. A t Roubaix it was a pleasure to 
have C ol. M au rice Buckm aster, o b e , w ith  us. H e was 
paying his respects to his subordinate whom  he sent 
on three missions to France and w ho was being 

^ lo n o u r e d  that day by having three separate public 
^^>laces nam ed after him . M ichael T roto bas is unique 

as probably being the only secret agent in history to 
have a m onum ent erected to his m em ory and a street 
named after him , plus two public squares, recently 
opened. H is com m ander o f those years is too well 
known to tell his long story and accom plishm ents 
here.

A fter the speeches, follow ed by a solem n silence to 
the m em ory o f those whose lives w ere sacrificed after 
the guns had ceased to roar, the “ M arch  o f the 
D eported”  was played. O ne could easily picture 
France stirring herself and hear the tram ping o f feet 
as she fought to regain her liberty after the G erm an 
occupation. In  our presence were m en and wom en 
w ho had risked their liberty and lives, to help the 
allied cause and to give succour to our escaping 
soldiers and airm en and help to our agents to sabotage 
the G erm an war effort. A fter the unveiling o f the 
plaque denoting that the area was now  the “ Squ are du 
C apitaine M ich el”  w e assem bled at the m onum ent to 
J. B. Lebas where a regim ental w reath was laid by 
C o l. C layton  and the L a st Post and Reveille were 
sounded by G eorge Chacksfield.

Just an hour later a sim ilar cerem ony was held at 
W attrelos, another tow n w ell know n and used by

•M ichael T roto bas, the small square also being 
named “ S quare du Capitaine M ich el” . In the 
cem etery nearby a w reath was laid to the m em ory of 
those w ho had forfeited their lives, and again the 
L a st Post and R eveille w ere sounded. H ere the main 
speech was m ade b y  M . A lb ert Prouvost, an in­
dustrialist and influential m em ber o f the com ­
m unity. A fter the speeches a procession was form ed 
and m ade its w ay to the grave o f 6199473 Pte. W . C . 
Coulson, 2nd Battalion, w ho died M a y  25, 1940, and 
was buried in the B ritish  sector o f the cem etery. 
H ere a w reath bearing the regim ental badge was 
placed b y  the headstone b y  C ol. C layton.

A fter this cerem ony we repaired to the T o w n  H all 
o f W attrelos where a num ber o f  speeches w ere made 
in both languages and reciprocal presentations made. 
T h e  tow n presented the regim ent w ith  the M edal o f 
’J^ktrelos w hilst C ol. C layton  on b ehalf o f the regi- 
nrcnt presented a R egim ental Plaque to the M ayor 
and to M . A rth u r M alfait w ho took over the leader­
ship o f the group after the death of M ichael T rotobas. 
It was at this cerem ony that a w elcom e friend, M . 
Jacques “ Jim m y”  D eflandre, so helpful to us in

M ons where he now lives, joined us bringing greet­
ings from our Belgian friends, especially Charles 
O tteveare, the S ecretary o f the Friends o f the 
M idd lesex Regim ent in M ons.

From  the town hall the whole party of approxi­
m ately 300 w ere entertained at a banquet in the 
A lb ert Prouvost factory. H ere the presentation o f a 
Regim ental Plaque to M . Prouvost was made, he 
h aving m et the finances o f so m any o f the entertain­
m ents. A t  the same cerem ony presentations o f the 
C roix  du Capitaine M ich el w ere m ade to Col. 
C layton, C ol. W alden, M ajor C um m ins, M ajor 
Sm ith and M r. W ally  G old s, the last named having 
served w ith the 2nd Battalion throu ghout the w ar of 
1939- 45-

It was hoped that a v isit to the “ Rue du Capitaine 
M ich el”  could be m ade at this ju n ctu re  and a wreath 
laid on the m em orial at the house w here M ichael 
T roto bas was killed. T h is  visit, to the dism ay o f  a 
num ber present, could not be fitted in. A fter the 
banquet, a reception was held at the town hall o f 
Roubaix where a Regim ental Plaque was presented to 
the M ayor and the M edal o f Roubaix presented to 
C ol. C layton  for the Regim ent. T h a t evening a 
dinner for the regim ent, m embers o f Reseau Sylvestre 
and m em bers o f the local authorities o f Roubaix and 
W attrelos was given and after an enjoyable meal, an 
im prom ptu dance was held and appeared to be 
thoroughly enjoyed by all present including the two 
gendarm e outriders.

Sunday, the 25th, began w ith  a M ass at the C hurch  
o f  the Im m aculate H eart o f St. M a ry  at L ille  Sud. 
T h is  was a voluntary’ service as far as our m em bers 
w ere concerned. A fter the service the m em bers o f the 
different bodies taking part form ed up at the main 
entrance to the Southern Cem etery’. H ere gathered 
the G endarm erie representatives, the Reseau S y l­
vestre, the Reseau Fer, British Em bassy representa­
tive, the S .O .E . (Special O peration Executive) repre­
sented by C ol. Buckm aster, the A n cien t Com battants 
o f L ille  and num erous other local and patriotic 
bodies. A ll standards form ed in one group, our 
ow n regim ental standard borne b y  M r. F red  Hawes, 
in M iddlesex R egim ental uniform  com plete w ith  our 
now  obsolete badges. T h e  long procession m ade its 
w ay slow ly to the Reseau Sylvestre m em orial, a 
photograph o f w hich appears in these colum ns. 
D u rin g the procession m any graves o f the victim s o f 
British b om bing w ere passed. T h e  graves w ould have 
been m uch m ore num erous but for the action o f 
M ichael T roto bas in destroying the locom otives and 
works at F iv es-L ille  on June 27, 1943. T o  accom plish 
the same damage b y air b om bing w ould have cost so 
m any m ore innocent lives. A t  the m em orial, the 
G uard  o f H onour consisted o f  the arm ed G e n ­
darm erie w ith  the four representatives o f the M etro ­
politan Police on the inner flanks. O u r policem en 
w ere v ery  im pressive in their blue uniform s and 
helmets, causing m any com plim entary rem arks from 
our French com rades. Speeches w ere m ade b y  M . 
M arcel Fertein, the President o f Reseau Sylvestre, 
who was the able lieutenant o f M ichael T roto bas 
and whose story was told b y G eorge L anglaan, an 
operative o f S .O .E . w ho escaped from  a G erm an gaol 
w ith M ichael T roto b a s after an earlier drop into 
occupied France. A fter the laying o f wreaths, the 
regim ental wreath being placed b y  C ol. C layton, the 
Last Post and R eveille w ere sounded b y  G eorge
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C hacksfield. T h e  p arty then m oved to the British W ar 
M em orial w here a sim ilar service took place and 
where lie the graves o f 2/Lt. K . D . T a rr , 1 /8th 
Battalion w ho died M a y  29, 1940; 3957598, C pl. 
Em pson, 2nd Battalion, w ho died M a y  29, 1940, 
and 6210034 Pte. A . Oakenden, 2nd Battalion, who 
died June 30, 1940. T h e  last cerem ony in the cem e­
tery  w as then held at the grave o f  C om m andant 
Bayart, w ho gave cover to M ichael T roto bas for 
w hich  he was executed b y  the G estapo. H ere the 
regim ent show ed its gratitude, as in past years, b y 
placing a regim ental w reath on his m em orial.

A fter the w reath-laying cerem onies at the cem etery 
a civic reception was held in the tow n hall o f L ille  
w here, after speeches, the M edal o f L ille  was presented 
to C o l. C layton  for the Regim ent, and in return a 
regim ental p laque w as presented to the M ayor from  
the Regim ent. A t  the end o f the speeches, it was a 
delight to greet again tw o friends from  G ondecourt, 
the M ayor, M . Edouard M ontaigne, and M . A lb ert 
Buisette w ho m ake the regim ental party so welcom e 
when the program m e allows a v isit to be m ade to our 
first billet in France in 1939. A s rem arked above, it 
w as a disappointm ent that visits could not be fitted 
in to all the localities o f interest to the R egim ent but 
there was a lim it to the ground w hich  could be 
covered during the spare tim e at our disposal, a very 
tight program m e having been arranged b y  our 
F rench hosts.

F rom  the town hall o f L ille  ou r hosts and our party 
adjourned for luncheon at l ’ H otel M arechal. A t 
this point ou r generous host, M . Prouvost, had to 
leave us due to a business appointm ent overseas. 
He w as given a rousing farew ell b y ou r m em bers 
who sang “ F or h e ’ s a jo lly  good fe llo w ”  and clapping 
in tim e as he walked the length o f the hall. W e then 
settled dow n to aperitifs, our m em bers sitting w ith  
friends th ey had m ade or m et again during the visit. 
P ierre and F ifi Faucom prez, the father and m other- 
in-law  o f L en  A rlington, both o f whom  had suffered 
im prisonm ent b y  the G estapo for hiding L en, w ere 
holding court w ith  their ow n fam ily and the repre­
sentatives o f  the M etropolitan  Police. L ittle  M a r­
guerite S ob ry, that sprigh tly  tiny m em ber o f the 
Resistance, was always the centre o f a m erry throng; 
Professor L o u is F . G ernez, a doctor, was renew ing 
acquaintances, as was Francis T ach o n  w ho had 
proved so helpfu l, not only during this v isit but also 
in the tw o previous visits. M . M arcel Fertein, the 
President o f the C om panions o f C apitaine M ichel, 
arranged for a recorded message from  M . H enri 
T roto bas, the father o f M ichael and h im self a 
19 14 -18  veteran soldier o f the French A rm y, to be 
played.

T h ere  w ere on ly a few' speeches durin g this last 
m eal as all present appeared to have a lot to discuss 
w ith  their table com panions, the language b y  this 
tim e provin g no problem  provided you r arm s and 
hands had good locom otion. T h is  was a convivial 
gathering w hich , as for last year, had to be ended 
abruptly to allow  tim e for the coach to em bark at 
C alais on the early evening ferry.

A s C o l. C layton  w rote in his article after ou r first 
official v isit in 1971, we m ust establish this event in 
ou r R egim ental Calendar. It was an enjoyable and 
m em orable occasion. R- W . J. S.

N E W S L E T T E R  ISSUES
It has been decided that in future the Die-H ards 

Nezvsletter w ill be issued in M arch , June, Septem ber 
and D ecem ber.

P R E S E N T A T IO N  O F  C O L O U R S  T O  T H E  
Q U E E N ’S R E G IM E N T  

M A Y  4, 1974
H er M ajesty Queen M argrethe II o f Denm ark, 

accom panied by Prince H enrik, w ill present C olours 
to the 1st, 2nd, 3rd and 5th (V) Battalions 
Q ueen’s Regim ent on the H. A .C . G round at A rm o ^ p  
H ouse, C ity  Road, London, E .C .i ,  on Saturday, 
M a y  4, 1974, at 11 .15  a.m. D u rin g  this cerem ony the 
O ld  Colours o f the 1st Battalion T h e  M iddlesex 
Regim ent (D .C .O .) (presented in 1953) w ill be 
m arched off parade for the last time.

It is interesting to note that the follow ing form er 
officers o f  the Regim ent are very closely involved ic g  

the organisation o f the Parade: ™
L t.-C o l. M . V . H ayward, MBE Parade C om m ander 
M ajor H . M . du V . Lohan . . Parade 2IC  
Capt. M . J. Ball . . Parade Adjutant

D etails of the Parade have been sent to all m embers 
o f the Regimental Association and Officers C lub .

A L B U H E R A  S E R V IC E  O F  R E M E M B R A N C E  1974
T h e  Albuhera Service o f  Rem em brance this year 

w ill be held in St. P au l’s Cathedral at 2.30 p.m . on 
Saturday, M ay 18.

A t this service the follow ing C olours w ill be laid 
up in the Cathedral:

1. T h e  finial o f the Colours o f  the 1st Battalion, 
w hich were buried in H ong K o n g  in 1941 and re­
covered in 1945. T h is  finial is all that remains o f the 
C olours, which w ere presented by H R H  T h e  Prince 
o f W ales at Colchester on O ctober 21, 1931.

2. T h e  C olours o f the 1st Battalion, w hich were 
presented b y  F ield-M arshal S ir  John H arding at 
Z eltw eg, Austria, on Septem ber 27, 1953. T h ese  
C olours are to be m arched off on the parade when 
new  Colours are presented to battalions o f  T h e  
Q u een ’s Regim ent by H M  Q ueen M argrethe II of. 
D enm ark on M ay 4. (

D etailed instruction w ill be issued to all w ho have 
inform ed the secretary o f the R egim ental Association 
o f  their intention o f attending the service.

A N N U A L  R E U N IO N  1974
Arrangem ents have been m ade to hold the Annual 

Reunion this year at Porchester Hall on Saturday, 
M a y  18, from 7 p.m . to 11.45 P m -

Charges for admission w ill be as follows:
Single tickets . . . . . . . . 15P
D oub le tickets (adm itting lady and gentlem an) 25P 

Applications for tickets, together w ith  a rem ittance 
for the tickets required, should be m ade to the 
Secretary, M iddlesex Regimental Association, D eans- 
brook Road, Edgw are, M iddlesex.

Bars and buffets w ill be open from  7 p.m . for t f f  
sale o f drinks and light refreshm ents.

A  D ance Band w ill be in attendance.
F ull details have been issued to all m em bers o f the 

R egim ental Association and Officers’ C lub.
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Curator : M ajor R . W. J . Sm ith, M B E , T A V R  Centre, Deansbrook R d., Edgware, M iddx.

#
Photo-copy of the manuscript letter written by L t.-C o l.

Thomas Shadforth, 57 th Regiment
T h e  original letter was presented to the Regim ent 

w hen the donor joined the 1st Battalion as a subaltern 
in 1935. It was unfortunately lost w ith  other paintings 

^ n d  archives at the tim e o f the fall o f H ong K o n g  and 
^ ■ ngapore in 1941. In an earlier publication o f the 

l<egimental M useum  notes a printed copy o f  the 
letter was published, but I feel sure that new ly en­
rolled readers w ould wish to read a good and G o d ­
fearing m an’ s last letter to  those he loved.

C am p before Sebastopol.
9 P .M . 17th June— 1855 

M y  ow n beloved w ife and m y dearly beloved 
ch ild ren :

A t 10 o ’clock tom orrow  m orning I head the 57th 
R egim ent to storm  the Redan. It is, as I feel, an 
aw ful perilous m om ent to m e, but I place m yself in 
the hands o f  our gracious G o d  w ithout whose w ill a 
sparrow  cannot fall to the ground. I place m y whole 
trust in H im . Should  I fall in the perform ance o f m y 
duty, I fu lly  rely on the precious blood o f  our 
Saviou r shed for sinners that I m ay be saved through 
H im .

Pardon and forgive m e, m y beloved ones, for any­
th ing I m ay have said or done to cause you  one 
m om ent’ s unhappiness. T o  G o d  I com m end m y body 
and soul w hich are H is, and should it be H is W ill 
that I fall in the defence o f  m y Q ueen and C ou n try  I 
m ost devou tly say “ T h y  W ill be done” .

G o d  bless you and protect you , and m y last prayer

•yill be that H e, o f H is infinite goodness, m ay 
Preserve m e to you. G o d  ever bless you , m y beloved 
Eliza, and m y dearest children, and if  w e m eet not 

again in this world, m ay w e all m eet in the M ansion 
o f our H eavenly Father through Jesus Christ.

G o d  bless and protect you  and
Ever B elieve me 

Y o u r  affec1^  H usband 
and loving Father.

T h o m a s  S h a d f o r t h  

L t. C ol. 57th Regt.

T h om a s Shadforth  w as the son o f L t.-C o l. 
T h o m a s Shadforth o f the 57th, w ho was severely 
w ounded at the Battle o f  A lbuhera, M a y  16, 18 11, 
and w as to receive the M ilitary  G eneral Service 
M edal w ith  tw o clasps, “ B usaco”  and “ A lb u h era” . 
I^ fevas o f  m ature age w hen he decided to don the 
K in g ’s uniform , b eing 26 years o f age w hen he was 
induced to do so b y  his cousin, G eneral H . Shadforth , 
then a subaltern hom e on leave. Born in 1772, he was 
com m issioned as an ensign in 1798 in the 87th 
R egim ent o f Foot, later 1st Battalion T h e  Royal Irish

Fusiliers. In S eptem ber 1798 he w as prom oted 
lieutenant and posted to the 47th Regim ent, later 1st 
Battalion L o yal N orth  Lancaster R egim ent, then 
serving in Berm uda, where he jo in ed  them  in 1799. 
W hilst in Berm uda he m arried Frances F itt, w ho was 
to bear him  four children, H en ry born in 1803, 
Frances born in 1806, T h om as in 1808 and R obert 
in 1816. O n M a y  13, 1802, he was prom oted to 
captain and posted to the 57th (W est M idd lesex) 
Regim ent. From  1804 to 1809 he served in G ib raltar, 
join ing the A rm y in the Peninsula w ith  the Regim ent 
on posting to active service. H e was present at the 
Battle o f  Busaco and the actions o f Pom bal and 
Redinha and the first siege o f Badajoz. A t A lb uhera 
he was w ounded in  the arm  and had his knee so 
shattered b y  a bullet that pieces o f  the bone con­
tinued to surface through his flesh ; the w ound never 
healed b u t required daily  dressing up to the tim e o f 
his death. H e was prom oted m ajor on June 20, 18 11, 
rem aining in the Peninsula till em barking w ith  the 
Regim ent for A m erica; he took no further active 
part in the w ar due to the severity o f  his w ounds. 
On N apoleon ’s return from  Elba, the R egim ent was 
ordered to E urope b ut arrived too late to take part 
in the Battle o f W aterloo, thou gh it form ed part of 
the A rm y o f O ccupation in Paris. In 1818 the regi­
m ent left France for Ireland, w here M ajor Shadforth 
was prom oted to lieutenant-colonel A u gu st 12, 1819.

In Septem ber 1824 the 57th assem bled at C hatham  
ready for em barkation overseas. T h is  was to  be in 
A ustralia, to w hich  colony they sailed in 16 different 
vessels as guards to convicts w ho had been sentenced 
to transportation. O n  this fleet sailed L t.-C o l. 
Shadforth and tw o o f his sons. T h e  elder, L t . H enry 
John T u d o r Shadforth, w ho had joined the Regim ent 
in O ctober 18x9, sailed in the M instral in M arch, 
served until 1829 w hen he retired on half-pay and 
later becam e U sher o f the B lack R od, an appointm ent 
held b y  another distinguished D ie-H ard , L t.-G en era l 
S ir  Brian H orrocks, a century later. C ol. Shadforth 
and his fam ily, including Ensign T h om a s Shadforth, 
sailed on the Mangles s ix  m onths later. T h om a s was 
to fall at the head o f his regim ent before Sebastopol, 
an inspiration to his regim ent.

T h e  C om m anding O fficer w as a very popular and 
adm ired m an, not only am ong his officers and 
soldiers, b ut also w ith the colonists and the convicts, 
m any o f w hom  w ere h igh ly  educated m en and 
wom en. In 1829 the anniversary o f the Battle of 
A lb uhera was celebrated in S yd n ey w ith  m ore than 
usual cerem ony b y  the 39th (D orsets) and 57th, both 
o f w hom  had “ A lb u h era”  on their C olo urs and who 
w ere at that date quartered in the same barracks, 
D inners w ere given to the civil m agistrate and
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principal private inhabitants o f  Sydney. N um bers 
o f  the tow nspeople also attended to witness the 
festivities at the barracks, w hich  w ere brilliantly 
illum inated at night, the large central b uilding dis­
p laying the w ord “ A lb uh era” , surm ounted b y  a 
crow n. C o l. S hadforth and C apt. Jackson, w ho had 
also been seriously w ounded in the battle, on ap­
pearing on the square, w ere chaired by the men of 
the R egim ent and carried am idst cheers to the steps 
o f  the m ess-house. A fter dinner, when the cloth had 
b een  rem oved and the usual toasts drunk, the 
G overn or m ade a speech in w hich he expressed his 
great gratification at m eeting the officers o f  the 
gallant 57th on such an occasion, and after alluding 
to  the bravery o f that “ w ounded veteran, C ol. 
Sh ad forth ” , paid com plim ents to the C orps, includ­
ing C apt. Jackson, w ho had carried the K in g ’ s 
C olo u r at A lbuhera.

D u rin g  his com m and C o l. Shadforth  had energetic, 
adventurous and courageous officers. M ajor Edm und 
Lo ckyer, o f the 57th, annexed W estern Australia to 
the British C row n  on January 21, 1827 (his birthday), 
w hilst C apt. Patrick Logan explored and discovered 
vast tracts o f land and the Lo gan  R iver. C apt. Logan 
was subsequently m urdered b y  the aborigines in
1830. after w hich  C o l. Shadforth  fought hard to 
obtain a pension for M rs . L ogan. E ventually a small 
pension w as granted. T h e  son o f  C apt. and M rs. 
Lo gan  becam e G eneral R. A . Logan, w ho com m anded 
the 57th during the M ao ri W ar (see footnote).

W hen the 57th w ere ordered to India in 1831 the 
m arriage o f  tw o m em bers o f his fam ily induced him 
to rem ain. H e sold out his com m ission A p ril 12,
1831, settling dow n to a useful life, becom ing con­
nected w ith  m ost o f  the com m ercial com panies that 
cam e into existence at this period as w ell as w ith  a l­
m ost every charitable and literary institution, including 
the Savings Bank, o f  w hich  he was one o f  the earliest 
prom oters and directors. H e died in 1862 aged 91 
years.

L t.-C o l. T h om a s Shadforth , the son o f  the above» 
w as born on July 24, 1808, at G ib raltar, where the 
57th w ere then part o f  the garrison o f  “ the R o ck ”  
and was com m issioned as ensign in the 57th at 16 
years o f age on A p ril 8, 1825. W ith  his father, then 
com m anding the R egim ent, he sailed from  Chatham  
for Syd n ey on the Mangles Septem ber 8, 1825.

O n  arrival in Australia a num ber o f  detachm ents 
w ere quartered at various out-stations, supplying 
guards over convicts and hunting bushrangers, who 
w ere the scourge o f  the you n g  colony. In 1826, w hilst 
em ployed in the d uty o f hunting bushrangers, 
Ensign Shadforth  had a v ery  narrow  escape. In 
follow ing up a bushranger his party cam e across a 
boat ly in g  on the shore bottom  upw ards, and going 
up to it he p u t his head under the gunw ale to see i f  
the m an th ey w ere looking for was underneath. A s 
it happened, the bushranger w as a v ery  sm all man, 
and instead o f  ly ing on the ground under the boat 
had curled h im self up in one o f the thw arts, w hence 
he saw the ensign ’s head pushed underneath— as he 
afterw ards related wfien eventually  captured— and 
im m ediately covered it w ith  his gun, determ ined to 
b lo w  you n g Sh ad forth ’s brains out i f  he should see 
him . H ow ever, Shadforth failed to discover him  and 
w ith d rew  his dangerous position, little know ing how' 
narrow'ly he had escaped.

H e was prom oted to the rank o f lieutenant on M ay
28, 1826, and to captain on A pril 12, 1831, the same 
day as his father sold out his com m ission. A  month 
later on M a y  26, 1831. he m arried Eliza Pow'ell in 
S ydn ey, N ew  South W ales, two days before em bark­
ing on the Red Rover for India, arriving there in 
A ugust, m arching to Poonamallee and tw o months 
later m oving to Fort S t. G eorge, M adras. T h e  57th 
served in India until 1846, w hen M ajor Shadforth, 
w'ho had been prom oted to field rank on M arch  29, 
1844, wras in com m and o f  Nos. 3 and 10 Com panies 
on the M ary Anne. T h e  ship ran short o f provisions 
after leaving St. H elena and boarded five v e ss e l^ ti 
order to obtain a fresh supply. C om in g up the char^rcl 
her compass becam e unshipped and a disaster was 
narrow'ly averted. T h e  voyage lasted 163 days and 
four men died on board and it was w’ith relief that 
M ajor Shadforth settled at C hatham  on Septem ber
29, 1846, 22 years after having em barked there for 
N ew  S outh W ales.

Service in Ireland frollow ed the return o f  tf®  
Regim ent from  overseas, during w hich tim e the 57th 
gained great popularity for the aid it gave to the 
citizens, especially in the service o f saving property 
from  destruction b y  fire. In 1853 M ajor Shadforth 
wras in com m and o f the D epot com panies at Fort 
Elizabeth, remaining in com m and w'hen the service 
companies m oved to C orfu  and obtaining his brevet 
as lieutenant-colonel on June 20, 1854. H e was 
prom oted lieutenant-colonel on N ovem ber 7, 1854, 
and took com m and o f the 57th on arrival in the 
Crim ea the follow ing day. His care for his soldiers 
during the bitter w eather o f the Russian w inter was 
unrem itting and he was on several occasions com ­
plim ented b y  the C om m ander-in-C hief, Field- 
M arshal Lord Raglan, on his constant anxiety for the 
com fort o f his m en and the efficiency o f the 57th.

T h e  assault on the Redan was selected to be on 
June 18, the anniversary o f the Battle o f W aterloo 
in 1815, when L o rd  Raglan had lost a hand. T h e  57th 
were chosen to form the storm ing party and were led 
b y  the Brigadier, S ir  John Cam pbell, and C ol. 
Shadforth. A  trem endous fire was poured upon the 
57th from the Russians in their fortress; the Brigadier 
w'as killed instantly and C ol. Shadforth fell dead at_ 
the same tim e after g iving orders to his officers 0 «  
how to conduct the attack. H e had led his regim ent 
under a storm o f missiles o f every kind, in the m idst 
o f  w hich he was as calm as i f  it was a parade he wras 
conducting.

H ad he survived C ol. Shadforth w ould have been 
recom m ended for the Com panionship o f the Bath, 
an honour subsequently bestowed upon C o l. W arre, 
w ho succeeded him in the com m and o f  the Regim ent. 
H er M ajesty Queen V ictoria graciously assigned 
apartm ents at H am pton C ou rt to M rs. Shadforth in 
consideration o f her husband’s gallant condu ct in the 
C rim ea.

Presented by M ajor M . P . Weedon, M C  (a  
descendant of Col. Shadforth).

N ote— T h e  uniform s o f both C apt. Lo gan  and 
G eneral Logan are now' on display in the Regim ental 
m useum .

PERSONAL JOTTINGS

O ne of our recent recruits to the Regim ental 
Association is ex-D ru m m er L . J. Arm itage 
(21022008) w ho served w'ith the 1st Battalion from 
1947 to 1952. H e states how very proud he was to 
serve in the C orps o f D rum s under D ru m -M ajo r 
H oldford.

H e now lives in W ales.

tW hen paying his annual subscription recently 
at staunch old octogenarian A lb ert Ballard (L , 
11612), w ho served in the 1st Battalion in India 

before the 1914-18  W ar, sends his best wishes to all 
D ie-H ards, especially those w ho served w ith him 
in India.

• T h e  engagem ent was announced in The Daily  
Telegraph o f January 2 last between C lare, daughter 
o f C ol. and M rs. Ian Battye, and M ark, son o f M r. 
and M rs. Brian M eredith, o f 128 W ood Street, 
Barnet, H erts, and O ttawa, Canada.

W e w ere very pleased indeed to receive a visit 
at Edgw are early in February from  C apt. Denis 
Bay ton.

A fter serving for som e years as a bandsm an in 
the R egim ent he was selected to attend a Band­
m asters’ course at K neller H all. O n  successfully 
com pleting that course, he becam e a D irector o f 
M u sic  to Colonial forces in A frica  until his retire­
m ent. S ince then he has becom e a successful free­
lance m usician, both as a perform er and a teacher.

Congratulations to M ajor M alcolm  Beaum ont on 
the aw ard o f the 1st C lasp to the T erritoria l Effi­
ciency D ecoration, notified in The London Gazette, 
dated January 14, 1974.

A  recent recruit whom  w e welcom e to the R egi­
m ental Association, is ex-L /C pl. Philip Bignell 
(23777022). H e joined the 8th (T A ) Battalion in 
i960 and served w ith it until our T .A . Battalions

• w ere am algam ated to form  the 5th (T A ) Battalion. 
H e later rejoined the 10th (T ) Battalion T h e  Queens 
R egim ent and served with it until the Battalion w'as 
reduced to a C adre in 1971.

O n com pletion o f  his tenure C ol. Ian Brotherton 
relinquished the appointm ent o f A D C  to H er 
M ajesty T h e  Queen on N o vem b er 5, 1973.

W e w ere very pleased indeed last January to 
enrol one o f ou r form er w ar-tim e officers, M ajor
C . D . L . Brereton, as a m em ber o f the Regim ental 
Officers C lub.

D u rin g the 1939-45 W ar he spent nearly three 
years at the Infantry H eavy W eapons School, 
N etheravon, ending up as C h ie f Instructor o f the 
a-2in M ortar W ing. In Septem ber 1943 he was

fisted to the 2nd Battalion and served w ith that 
attalion until he was w ounded in June 1944— four 
days after landing in France. A s a result o f his 

w ounds he was invalided out in July 1945.
H e is now  warden at the V illage C ottage, Botti- 

sham , Cam bridgeshire.

EX -W O 2 R. R. C haplin  (6195306) has recently 
joined the R egim ental Association. H e is w ell known 
to older m em bers o f  the 1st Battalion for his efficiency 
as the D ocum ents C lerk  in the Battalion O rderly 
Room  in pre-1941 days. H e was taken prisoner o f 
w ar w hen H ong K o n g fell in D ecem ber 1941.

H e recently found a sergeant’s cane in a second­
hand shop inscribed “ Sgt. R. A . J. W adsw orth, 
10th M idd lesex” , and he w ould like to restore this 
cane to the owner. If, therefore, any o f ou r readers 
knows the present w hereabouts o f the ow ner it 
w ould be appreciated if  he w ould get in touch w ith 
the Editor.

It was w ith  m uch pleasure that w e learned re­
cently that L t.-C o l. John D o yle  had becom e a 
m em ber o f the Regim ental Officers C lu b .

H e was the last C om m anding O fficer o f 571 L A A  
Regim ent R A  (our 9th (T A ) Battalion) before the 
amalgamation o f ou r T .A . Battalions to form  the 
5th (T A ) Battalion.

H e is a staunch supporter o f the 9th Battalion 
Branch A nnual D inner and Reunion.

T h e  engagem ent o f  Roland, son o f C ol. and M rs. 
D esm ond Ellis, to Annette, daughter o f M aj-G e n . 
and M rs. N igel G rib bon, was announced in The 
Daily Telegraph on D ecem ber 6, 1973.

P e t e r  M c R a e
& C O M P A N Y  L IM IT E D

L ife Assurance Consultants 

Insurance an d  M ortgage Brokers

14-16 West Street, East Grinstead, 
Sussex

Telephone: East Grinstead 25977

Did you know  that besides protecting 

your family, life assurance can assist in 

other fields, such as education, house 

purchase, pension, and estate du ty?  W e 

specialise in the needs o f service person­

nel and w ou ld  be pleased to advise.

W e make no charges

W e also have departm ents specialising  

in other form s of general insurances 

w hich  are at your service
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O ne o f  ou r m ost n ew ly  joined m em bers o f the 
Regim ental Association is ex-Pte. R. Evans, w ho as 
a N ational Servicem an served w ith  the is t  Battalion 
in H am eln from  i960 to 1962. H e was in “ A ” 
C om pany and w ill be rem em bered as a Regim ental 
cook and a keen scoutmaster.

H e now  lives in Enfield, M iddlesex.

O u r heartiest congratulations to L t.-C o l. Graham  
F ox, on the aw ard o f the 1st, 2nd and 3rd clasps to 
his T erritoria l D ecoration w hich was notified in the 
Low/on Gazette  o f  January 14, 1974- In order to 
b ecom e entitled to three clasps it is obligatory to 
have given 30 years’ service in the T erritoria l A rm y, 
and no one has given more dedicated and devoted 
service to his beloved, old 9th Battalion. In addition 
to this he has given yeom an service throughout to 
the Regim ent and has served on the E xecutive C om ­
m ittee o f  the R egim ental Association for 36 years—  
10 o f  these as Chairm an. T h is  is a w ond erful record, 
w hich has never been equalled since the form ation 
o f ou r R egim ental Association.

In a letter received recently ex-S gt. W . J. L . Fox 
(6200275) sends his best wishes and kind regards 
to all his old friends in the 2 8th and 9th Battalions, 
w ith w hom  he had so m any happy times.

W hen paying his subscription last January M r. 
W . J. G illya tt, m b e , a form er Bandm aster o f the 
7th Battalion, asked us to convey his best wishes to 
all D ie-H ards for a prosperous 1974, w hich we 
now do.

M ajor Bill G rogan, w ho is now  a leading figure 
w ith the C adets o f  the Royal A nglian Regim ent, is 
one o f  ou r recent m em bers to join  the Regim ental 
Officers C lub .

A fter nearly 30 years’ service in the ranks o f  the 
Regim ent, m ostly in the Bands, he started his 
career w ith  the C adets when he was com m issioned 
as a 2, L ieutenant in the C am bridgeshire T erritoria l 
Association in 1962.

A  new ly joined m em ber o f  the Regim ental 
Association is F . A . H ennah (6203538), w ho served 
w ith  the 2nd Battalion at Portsm outh and G osport 
from  1936 to 1938 w hen he was discharged on 
com passionate grounds. H e later joined the Royal 
A rtillery and served w ith them  until 1946, becom ing 
a senior N .C .O .

H e is now  W elfare O fficer to the London D istrict 
Branch o f  the D u n kirk  V eterans Association.

O ne o f  ou r form er ju n io r T .A .  officers whom  we 
have m anaged to enrol as a m em ber o f the R egi­
m ental Officers C lu b  is L t. R . H . H . H erriott. H e 
served from  1956 to 1964 as a subaltern, firstly in 
the 9th Battalion and later in the 5th Battalion after 
ou r T .A . Battalions had been am algam ated.

A n  old D ie-H ard  w ho has given years o f  service 
to the R oyal British L egion  is M ajor A. H. Jacobs, 
w ho enrolled in the 15th C o u n ty  o f London R egi­
m ent (T h e  C iv il Service Rifles) in 1912. H e w ent to

France in 1914 w ith  the 9th C ou n ty  o f London 
Regim ent (T h e  Queen Victoria Rifles) and was 
com m issioned in July 1915 as a 2/Lieutenant in 
the 8th (T F )  Battalion. D u rin g the last eight m onths 
o f  the w ar he was attached to the 17th Battalion 
T h e  M achine G u n  C orps and, w hilst w ith  that 
unit, he was wounded in O ctober 1918.

D u rin g the 1939-45 W ar he was Second in C om ­
m and o f a H om e G uard unit in N ew castle upon 
T yn e.

A  surprise, and very welcom e, visitor to the 
C ou n ty  Office at Edgw are recently was Bill M athex]^^ 
(L  16689 and 6189297), who was an N C O  in t n ^  
3rd Battalion Band from 1916 until the Battalion 
was disbanded in 1922.

In the Personal Jottings o f the N ovem ber 1973 
issue o f  The Die-H ards Nezvsletter it was stated that 
W O 2  J. M edland had been transferred to the R A O C  ^  
in Septem ber 1956. T h is  was incorrect, as it was to ^  
the R A P C  to w hich he was then transferred.

H e has done very w ell in his new C orps and is 
now  C h ief C lerk  to the D istrict Paym aster at H ead­
quarters, London D istrict.

E x-C p l. Les M ilton (PS/823), one o f our most 
loyal m em bers, w ho served in the 16th (Public 
Schools) Battalion during the 1914-18 W ar and after­
w ards in the 4th Battalion in G ibraltar, sends his 
greetings to all D ie-H ards, and especially to fellow  
m em bers o f the M ill H ill Branch.

E x-C  Sgt. T o m  M inski (6001799) is one o f our 
latest recruits to the Regim ental Association. He 
has a w ide and varied experience o f m ilitary service. 
H e first enlisted into the Q ueens Royal W est Surrey 
Regim ent in 1917 and, whilst serving w ith  the 1st 
Battalion o f that fine old C ou n ty  Regim ent, was 
wounded on the Som m e in 1918. H e was sub­
sequently discharged in N ovem ber 1919. A fter 
volunteering for, and serving w ith, the D efence 
Force in 1921 he joined the 6th Battalion T h e  Essex 
R egim ent (T F )  and served with that Battalion for 
tw o years. H e re-enlisted into the Essex Regim ent 
in 1927 and the follow ing year was transferred as 
O rderly Room  Sergeant to the 1st Battalion Princess 
Louise’s Kensington Regim ent, w hich later becam e 
a unit o f  T h e  M iddlesex Regim ent. In 1934 he was 
prom oted C olo ur Sergeant and, in that rank, went 
to France w ith the Battalion in 1940. A fter serving 
in the M aginot L in e with his C om pany he was 
taken prisoner in June 1940 at S t V alery  when “ A ”  
and “ D ” Com panies o f the Battalion w ere made 
P O W  w ith most o f  the 51st (H ighland) D ivision.

E x-C /Sgt. A lf  M oreton, m m , is another o f  our 
m ost recent recruits to the Regim ental Association. 
H e was a m em ber o f the T ransport Section o f the 
2nd Battalion before that Battalion was m echanised 
and com pleted his C olo u r service w ith the Princess 
L o u ise ’s Kensington Regiment.

W e were very sorry to hear that, as a result o r  
overdoing things, e x -R S M  Frank N ash, m b e , had 
a spell in hospital, but w e are glad to know that he 
has m ade a rapid recovery, although he still has to 
go steadily.
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W e sincerely hope that he w ill soon be back to 
full health again, so that he can carry out his ex­
pressed wish o f attending som e of the Portsm outh 
and G osport Branch meetings.

N oel Peters (P S /1841), that loyal m em ber of the 
old 16th (Public Schools) Battalion, sends his kind 
regards to all D ie-H ards w herever they m ay be.

H e still lives at Portsm outh and has been a strong 
supporter o f the Portsm outh and G osport Branch 
since it started.

^^kVe send ou r heartiest congratulations to the follow ­
ing on their prom otion to the rank stated with effect 
from D ecem ber 31, 1973:—

To L t.-C o l.
M ajor J. S. B. Pollard 

To M ajor 
C apt. B. A . Carlston 

^  C apt. R. H . G raham

In a N ew  Y ear letter ex-Pte. C harlie  Potter 
(6201244) w ho was serving in “ B ”  C om pany o f the 
2nd Battalion when he was wounded at Dunkirk, 
wishes “ all old and new com rades health, wealth 
and happiness for the N ew  Y e a r” . H e unfortunately 
cannot get around to visit us as he is still suffering 
from  the effects o f  his wounds.

O n a recent visit to the C o u n ty  Office at Edgware 
ex-C /Sgt. F. (Sandy) Pow ell inform ed us that he 
is retiring after 15 years’ service as a Barrack In­
ventory A ccountant at M ill H ill.

H e was previously on the D epo t S taff at Inglis 
Barracks, M ill H ill, and on his discharge therefrom  
in 1959 he took up em ploym ent w ith the Barrack 
Services.

C ol. Jim m y Reid inform s us that his son, James, 
who is a L t.-C o l. in the Am erican A rm ed Forces, 
is now  M ilitary  A ttaché in L a  Paz, Bolivia.

wounded at N eu ve Chapelle w hilst serving with the 
7th (T F )  Battalion.

T h e  engagem ent has been announced between 
M ichael, son o f  C ol. and M rs. John Shipster, and 
Jackie M ann, daughter o f M rs. D . G reenw ood, o f 
Port A lfred , South Africa.

W hen paying his annual subscriptions for 1974 
e x -C p l. K enneth Sutton (21124794) w ho was badly 
disabled as a result o f w ounds received whilst 
serving w ith the 1st Battalion in K orea, sent his best 
wishes to all m em bers o f the R egim ental Association.

Congratulations to C apt. Peter W alden on being 
selected for the appointm ent o f  Senior M edical 
Registrar to the D epartm ent o f M ed ical O ncology 
(Treatm ent o f C ancer) at the C h arin g  C ross H os­
pital.

In a recent letter, in w hich  he enclosed a re­
m ittance for his annual subscriptions for 1974, ex- 
Pte. S. J. W allace (6196203), who served w ith  the 
2nd Battalion in A hm ednagar in the 1920’s, sent 
his best wishes to all D ie-H ards.

L t. G erald  W illiam  W eb b , son o f C apt. and M rs. 
G erry  W ebb, m arried M iss D o ro th y A nn G ardner, 
eldest daughter o f C apt. and M rs. J. G ardner, on 
February 2, and w e send them  ou r best wishes for 
their future happiness.

W e w ere very pleased to be able to enrol C apt. 
John W yb ro w  as a m em ber o f  the R egim ental 
Officers C lu b  at the end o f last year.

A fter approxim ately 12 years’ service in the ranks 
o f the Regim ent, m ostly w ith  the 1st Battalion, he 
was com m issioned in 1941 and posted to the 8th 
Battalion. In 1945 he was extra regim entally em ­
ployed for the next four years, and then served w ith  
the R oyal A ir  Force in the rank o f F ligh t-L ieu ten an t 
until he retired in 1957.

W e send our heartiest congratulations to Col. 
Dennis Rendell on his prom otion to Brigadier with 

.e ffe c t  from  D ecem ber 31, 1973, and his appoint- 
Ément as Provost M arshal.

H e arrived hom e from  B A O R  to take up his new 
appointm ent on February 15.

W e w ere v ery  pleased at C hristm as tim e to re­
ceive a visit from  C pl. Phil Rogers, w hilst he was 
on leave from  1st Battalion T h e  Q u een ’s Regiment 
in N orthern Ireland.

H e enlisted in ou r Regim ent in 1965.

C O R R IG E N D U M
In “ Personal Jottings”  o f  the N o vem b er 1973 

issue o f The Die-H ards Newsletter (N o. 24) re­
ferring to C o l. D ennis R endell the anniversary o f 
the great battle to be observed this year is the 60th 
and not the 68th.

E x-Pte. Ernie J. Stebb in g (6769309), a pre-war 
veteran o f the 2nd Battalion, sends his very best 
wishes to all D ie-H ards, and hopes to m eet many 
old friends at the service in St P au l’s Cathedral 
on M ay 18.

In his capacity as Chairm an o f  the Bures D istrict 
^^^nch o f the Royal British L egion  w e are most 
gratefu l to him  for putting us in touch w ith  two 
old 1914-18 W ar D ie-H ards— M r. W . H . T .  A lle- 
man (170 131), w ho served in the 19th (2nd Public 
W orks Pioneer) Battalion from  June 1918 to D e ­
cem ber 1920, and M r. Rundle (1444), w ho was badly

FR EE N E W S L E T T E R S
T h e  E ditor wishes to thank M r. D . G . Bennett, 

M r. T .  R. Bennett, M r. F . E . B irdsall, M r. C . C . 
Bradish, M ajor T .  F . G . Carless, m c , L t.-C o l. T .  W . 
C hattey, o b e , M r. W . J. G ily att, m b e , M r. F . C . W . 
H am m ond, M ajor L . T .  H oneybun, M r. W . Lee, 
M r. S . L . L lo yd , M r. W . E . L o ck yer, M r. J. L o n g, 
M r. P. F . M aloneyr, M r. F . N ash , m b e , M r. A . H . 
N aulder, b e m , M r. A . G . N icholson, M rs. D . Sim s 
(nee N e llie  C lark) and M r. A . E . T u th ill for their 
generosity in paying extra subscriptions so that free 
issues o f The Die-H ards Newsletter can be sent to 
deserving old com rades.

11



N E W  YEAR H O N O U R S  LIST

W e send o u r heartiest congratulations to the 
follow ing past and serving m em bers o f the form er 
M iddlesex R egim ent (D C O ) w ho received the 
aw ards stated in the last N ew  Y ear H onours L ist:—

OBE

C o l. A . S . J. de S . C layton , d l , D epu ty  Colonel 
(M iddlesex) T h e  Q u een ’s Regiment.

M B E

L t.-C o l. J. S. B. Pollard, O .C . Designate Northern 
Frontier Regim ent, S ultan ’s A rm ed Forces.

M ajor R. D . Fisher, attached School o f Infantry, 
W arm inster.

»

Parsons
and

Printing

Over a C en tu ry-o ld  Partne rsh ip  . . .
Like the Services, w e have a  trad ition to  uphold , at the sam e tim e taking ad ­
vantage o f  scientific progress in this age o f  m echan isation , yet m aintaining, 
through a special departm ent, a personal and helpful link w ith our custom ers, 
w hom  w e are ever willing to  advise and assist in the production o f  their journals

F I m n o m i o  I r n  The Adelphl, John Adam S t ., London W C 2N. J. r AKoUNo LI U 6 A Y * Telephone 01-839 7151. W orks at H as­
tings, Folkestone and Bexhill.
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CO R R ESPO N D EN CE

From : Capt. W. B . Hammond, E R D , T D  
T h e  Spinney,

Cuffley H ill,
GofFs Oak, H erts.

January 7, 1974.
T o :  T h e  Editor,
The Die-H ards Newsletter 
D ear M r. Editor,

I am w riting to ask you to publish this letter as I 
¿■el that it could be o f interest to m any fellow  D ie- 

^ R rd s  living in or w ithin easy reach o f the M etropolis.
A fter leading a very active life  in the A rm ed Forces 

it is often felt that there is a gap in one’s life after 
giv in g  up. M ost o f all we miss the com radeship. 
As a m em ber o f the M etropolitan Special C o n ­
stabulary o f som e years’ standing I can thoroughly 
recom m end this very interesting and w orthw hile 

■ lo b b y.
^  In addition to the Land D ivision, there is Tham es 

D ivision, w hich, as the name im plies, is responsible 
for policing the R iver Tham es.

I w ill be v ery  pleased to arrange for full details 
to be sent to those interested in the M S C  and perhaps 
arrange a v isit to the division o f their choice. I 
should mention that the age governing join ing is 
between 18 and 50.

Y ou rs sincerely,
B e r n a r d  H a m m o n d .

From : M r. H . Clayton, Hon. Sec., 6th Battalion  
Cheshire Regiment Reunion Committee

24 A intree G rove,
Adsw ood, Stockport, 

C heshire S K 3  8 Q Y .
January 20, 1974.

Sir,
I do hope that you w on ’ t m ind m e w ritin g  this 

letter to you. I am seeking m any old friends from  the 
M iddlesex R egim ent and I hope you  can help me in 
m y enquiries. I am going back now  to the end of 
1939, when m any o f the M idd lesex  joined T h e  6th 
Battalion T h e  C heshire R egim ent at N apier Barracks, 
A venue Street, S tockport. T h e  boys, I think, came 
from the 8th M iddlesex.

In Stockport w e have 50 names o f the 6th Cheshires 
and we have form ed a Reunion C om m ittee, and I 
thought how  nice it w ould be if  w e could include our 
friends from  M iddlesex. I f  we could m ake contact 
with som e o f them , others m ay follow'. It m ay be im ­
possible, but i f  you  could help in any w ay, sir, w e 
w'ould be m ore than grateful.

Y o u rs  sincerely,
H . C l a y t o n ,

H on. Secretary,
6th Battalion Reunion Com m ittee.

☆ ☆

F O R T H C O M IN G  EV E N T S

Date

^ T hursday, A p ril 18

Saturday, A p ril 27

Friday, M a y  3 

Saturday, M a y  4

T h u rsd ay, M a y  16 
T h u rsd a y , M a y  16

Event

V isit o f m em bers of the R egi­
m ental Association to the 
Regim ental M useum .

1/7th Battalion (1939-45) D in­
ner at T A V R  C entre, Priory 
Road, H ornsey, N.8.

Sp rin g G o lf  M eetin g at N orth 
H ants G o lf  C lu b , Fleet, Hants. 

Presentation o f C olours to 1st, 
2nd, 3rd and 5th (V olunteer) 
Battalions T h e  Q u een ’ s R egi­
m ent b y  H er M ajesty Queen 
M argrethe II o f D enm ark at 
A rm oury H ouse, C ity  Road, 
London, E .C . i ,  and m arching 
o ff o f O ld  C olo urs o f 1st 
Battalion T h e  M idd lesex R egi­
m ent (D C O ).
A L B U H E R A  D A Y  
Officers C lu b  C ocktail Party at 
U nited S ervice  and Royal 
A ero C lub .

Date 

Saturday, M a y  18

Saturday, June 1

W ednesday, June 5 
Saturday, June 8

Sunday, June 16 or 
Sunday, June 30

Event

(1) A lb u h era S ervice o f  R e­
m em brance and L a yin g  up 
o f  C olours and the Finial 
o f 1 st Battalion T h e  M id ­
dlesex R egim ent (D C O ) 
in S t. P au l’ s C athedral.

(2) A nnual Reunion at Por- 
chester H all, Q ueensw ay, 
L ondon, W .2

2/ioth Battalion O .C .A . (46th 
R eunion) L u ncheon at V icto ry  
E x-S ervice  C lu b , S eym ou r 
Street, L o n d on  W'.2.
D e rb y  O uting.
9th Battalion B ranch D inner 
at Victory' e x -S ervice  C lu b  
S eym ou r Street, London, W .2. 
P arty  to P layers’ League 
M atch  at L o rd ’ s— either M id ­
dlesex v  S u rrey  on June 16, or 
M idd lesex v  Lancashire on 
June 30 (firm  date to be 
decided later).
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It is w ith  deep regret that w e have to announce 
that the follow ing have d ie d :

A y l w a r d — O n  D ecem ber 8 , 1973, ex-C p l. Raym ond 
A ylw ard  (6205011), aged 50. H e enlisted as a Boy 
in the R egim ent on S eptem ber 5, 1938, and joined 
the Band o f the 1st Battalion in H ong K o n g  in 
February 1939. H e was taken prisoner when the 
C olo n y fell in D ecem ber 1941 and taken to a 
P O W  cam p in Japan, where he rem ained until 
he was repatriated in 1945. H e w ent back to H ong 
K o n g  w ith  the 1st Battalion in June 1949 and re­
turned hom e in 1950 on com pletion o f his C olo ur 
Service. A fter a few  w eeks he re-enlisted in the 
G loucestershire R egim ent and w ent w ith them  to 
K orea, w here he was again taken a P O W — this 
time only for four m onths. H e served with this 
Regim ent in East A frica, A den, C yp ru s  and B A O R , 
and finally took his discharge in A u gu st 1963, 
h aving com pleted 24^ years’ service. H e had had 
a tru ly  rem arkable career in the A rm y.

B a l d r y — O n January 27, 1974, ex-Sgt. Charles 
C lifford  Baldry (L  4832), aged 96. H e was our 
oldest D ie-H ard  in age and ou r oldest soldier in 
service, having enlisted into the Regim ent on 
A p ril 27, 1896. O n  com pletion o f  his recruit 
training at the D epo t then in H ounslow  he was 
posted to the 1st Battalion w hich was serving in 
S outh A frica  under the com m and o f L t.-C o l. 
A ugustus W est H ill. H e was a “ w aiting m an” 
for the draft from  the 1st Battalion for the 2nd 
Battalion, w ho w ere shipw recked w hen the 
Warren Hastings was w recked o ff the island o f 
Reunion on January 14, 1897. Posted to the 
H om e Establishm ent he was a m em ber o f the 
D epo t S taff when the R egim ental D epo t opened 
at M ill H ill in 1905. H e later joined the 3rd 
Battalion at T an glin  Barracks, Singapore, before 
m oving w ith  that Battalion to India. W hilst in 
India he was seconded for d uty to the Bengal- 
N a gp u r railw ay and also as instructor to the 
C aw n pore Rifle Volunteers. D u rin g  the D elhi 
D u rb a r in 1912 he was part o f  the escort when 
K in g  G eorge V  travelled by train from  Calcutta 
to Bom bay. H e returned to E ngland w ith  the 3rd 
Battalion in D ecem ber 1914 and served w ith  the 
Battalion in France where during the trench w ar­
fare in the w inter o f  1915 he suffered frostbite 
at Y pres.

H e was discharged from  the service in 1917 
and for the next 30 years was em ployed as a 
clerical officer in the M in istry  o f  Pensions. In 
1951 he m oved into one o f  the Regim ental cot­
tages in A lb uh era C lose, w hich he occupied up 
to the tim e o f his death.

A  placid, good-living man he was a great credit 
to his cou ntry and his regim ent.

(W ith  acknowledgements to M ajor R . W. J .  
Sm ith, M B E )

B e l l e r s — O n January 3 0 , 1974, in A xm inster H os­
pital, Brigadier Eric Vernon Robert Bellers, aged 
79. H e was the eldest son o f the late C ol. E. V. 
Bellers, a brother o f M ajor R. C . H. Bellers 
and father o f  M ajor P. G . V . Bellers. H e was 
com m issioned in 1914 and joined the Indian 
A rm y after serving an attachm ent to T h e  M idc^ ^  
sex Regiment.

His Regim ent was the 1st K .G .V .O . G urkha 
Rifles and during the 1914-18 W ar he served in 
C hitral and W aziristan on the N orth-W est 
Frontier o f India, in M esopotam ia where his 
Battalion took part in the capture o f K u t-el- 
Am ara, and in Palestine where he fought at the 
Battle o f M egiddo. Between the wars he served®^ 
in Syria, Suez C anal, E gypt, Iraq and N o rth ^ ^  
W est Frontier o f India, and com m anded the 2nd 
Battalion o f the 1st G urkha Rifles in the W aziristan 
operation against the Fakir o f Ipi. D u rin g  the 
1939-45 W ar he was on the staff in India and was 
Com m ander o f the Peshawar Brigade until 1944 
w hen he was appointed D irector o f Pioneer and 
L abo u r at G .H .Q . in D elhi.

H e was a dedicated soldier and his Regim ent 
was always close to his heart. In a message to 
his w idow , M ajor-G eneral S. K . K ovla, Colonel 
o f 1st G urkha Rifles, paid him this tribute: 
“ H e was a m odel o f the perfect officer in the 
R egim ent” .

B r o u g h — O n O ctober 26, 1973, C apt. J. H. Brough , 
aged 85. H e was com m issioned into the 8th 
(T F )  Battalion and, at the time o f his death, he 
w as one o f the few  rem aining pre-19 14  m embers 
o f  that Battalion.

In 1915 as a subaltern he was knocked un­
conscious by a bullet wound in one arm , and left 
for dead. A s he was regaining consciousness a 
Germ an ran his bayonet through the other arm, 
w hilst another G erm an shot him  in the neck. A ^ -  
G erm an officer had him  rem oved to hospital^pi 
w here, in spite o f the good treatm ent he received, 
he lost both arms at the shoulders. L ater he was 
repatriated to England on an exchange o f w ounded 
prisoners, and was in a hospital w hich was one 
day visited by K in g  G eorge V .

A  popular and often repeated story is told of 
that visit. O n being inform ed o f the circum ­
stances in w'hich L t. Brough received his w ounds 
the K in g  expressed a wish that he should be 
prom oted to C aptain. In the next London Gazette  
this promotion was confirmed.

C apt. Brough is rem em bered with affection 
by the very few m em bers o f the 8th Battalion 
w ho served with him , especially by A lb ert W hite 
(T h e  H onorary Secretary o f Ealing Branch) who 
w as his runner for a time.

C h a v a s s e — O n February 7, 1974, suddenly in
O xford, M ajor N oel W illink Chavasse, m b e , m c . 

eldest son o f the late Bishop C havasse and o f 
M rs. Chavasse. H e joined the i/7th Battalion
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in 1940, via O xford U niversity and O C T U , at 
a time when the Battalion was som ewhat un­
com fortably housed in a Dickensian W orkhouse 
near Ipsw'ich. S hortly after the Battalion joined 
the 51st (H ighland) D ivision in the tribal areas of 
N orthern Scotland he was appointed Battalion 
Intelligence Officer. T h is  appealed enorm ously to 
him  and he made a great success o f it; so much 
so that, when the D ivision arrived in N orth Africa, 
he becam e first a liaison officer at D ivisional H ead­
quarters, then at C orps H eadquarters and finally 
A rm y H eadquarters. For this he was ideally 
suited and equipped. H e tackled his duties w ith  
trem endous verve, dedication and com plete dis­
regard o f his personal safety.

Field-M arshal M ontgom ery in his M em oirs 
describes his team o f liaison officers in the follow ­
ing term s:

“ Reference has been m ade to the team of 
^  liaison officers w hich I organised to keep me
P  in touch w ith events on the battle front. T hese

were young officers o f character, initiative and 
courage. T h e y  had seen m uch fighting and were 
able to report on battle situations. I selected 
each one personally and m y standard was high. 
It was dangerous w ork and som e w ere wounded 
and som e killed. T h e y  w ere a gallant band of 
knights: they had their own mess at m y tactical 
headquarters and w ere w ell know n throughout 
the armies I com m anded.

“ Sir W inston C hurchill knew' them  inti­
m ately and one o f  his greatest delights w'as to 
sit in m y map caravan after dinner at night 
and hear these young officers tell m e the story 
o f  w hat was happening on the battle front” .
H is service was recognised b y the award o 

the M ilitary  C ross and M em bership  o f  the O rder 
o f the British Em pire.

A lthough he w'alked with Field-M arshals he 
did not lose the com m on touch and managed 
frequently to drop in on his friends in the Bat­
talion.

T h e  above is based on tributes received from 
his form er C om m anding Officers, Brigadier
B. B. Rackham , c b e , m c , d l , and L t.-C o l. J. W . A . 

k  Stephenson, d s o , and a brother officer, M ajor
w A . C . Burton.

T h e  follow ing tribute has been received from
M ajor-G eneral D ouglas W im b erley, c b , d s o , m c , 

d l , l l .d , w ho com m anded the 51st (H ighland) 
D ivision from  1941 to 1943:

D u rin g the battle o f A lam ein in O ctob er 1942 
when all Battalions o f m y D ivision  had their full 
com plem ent o f  first reinforcem ent subaltern
officers I used four or five o f these as personal
liaison officers. T h e y  visited all the various
forward battalions daily, spent the night in the 
various battalion areas, and reported to m c direct 
at daylight the next m orning. O ne o f these officers 
was N oel C havasse and he cam e to m y notice 
im m ediately as the best o f the w hole bunch. I 

d^M ccordingly kept him  at D ivisional H eadquarters 
after the battle as a perm anent liaison officer.

In the next few  m onths in this capacity he 
m otored m any hundreds o f m iles over the desert 
in his ow n jeep . T o  do his w ork efficiently re­
quired not only first-class desert navigation but

also steady nerves, as in m any areas he had to 
traverse hidden m inefields w hich were not un­
com m on.

D u rin g  the rapid advance to T rip oli in January’ 
1943, on one occasion I was sum m oned to M on t­
gom ery’s T actical H eadquarters in the m iddle of 
the night. T h is  then lay som e 15 or 20 m iles inland 
from  m y ow n T actical H eadquarters.

I travelled in N o el’s jeep  w ith  him , and he 
navigated unnervingly and direct to the spot in 
the desert where the C .-in -C . had that night 
halted his ow n T actica l H eadquarters. U n fo r­
tunately from  m y point o f view  N o e l’s ability  as 
a liaison officer had b y  now  com e to M on t­
gom ery’s notice. A ccord in gly  he was taken 
aw ay from  the H ighland D ivision  to becom e one 
o f M ontgom ery’s ow n liaison officers, and so 
w e lost the services o f  a m ost efficient and gallant 
young officer.

A fter the war, I understand that for m any 
years before he died he wras a very sick man. 
H e was when I knew' him  undoubtedly h ighly 
strung by tem peram ent, so I have little doubt 
that throughout the w ar years he lived on his 
nerves. T h is  strain, I feel sure, accounted for the 
breakdown o f his health that was later to follow .

T h e  R egim ent m ourns his passing and extend 
their sincere sym pathy to all his fam ily.

E s c u d i e r — O n  M arch  2, 1974, e x -C Q M S  C harles 
T h om as Escudier (6196271), aged 66. H e enrolled 
as a B oy D ru m m er in the 7th (T A ) Battalion in 
1924, enlisting later on a Regular engagem ent in 
July 1925. O n com pletion o f  his recruit training 
he was posted to the 1st Battalion at A ldershot 
and served with that Battalion until 1931 w hen 
he w'as posted to the 2nd Battalion on their return 
from  foreign service. D u rin g  his service in both 
battalions he w as in the C orps o f D ru m s until he 
was transferred to the A rm y Reserve in July 
1932. H e was recalled to the C olo urs on the o u t­
break o f the 1939-45 W ar, b ut having been 
trained as a stretcher bearer and not as a m achine- 
gunner, he was posted to the R A M C , and served 
w'ith the C orps in France, N orth A frica  and Italy, 
attaining the rank o f S taff Sergeant. W hen the 
T erritoria l A rm y was re-form ed after the w ar he 
enrolled in the R A S C  and retired w ith  the rank 
o f  C Q M S  w hen the T erritoria l A rm y was later re­
organised.

H e was a deeply religious man and becam e a 
tower o f  strength to his local church, St Jude’s 
in M id w a y  G rove, London, N .i .  T h e  appreci­
ation o f his good w'ork there was show n at his 
funeral w hich was attended by the R ector, C urate , 
C hurchw ardens and a large congregation.

G o d f r e y — O n M arch  12, 1974, ex-Pte. Edw ard 
Bernard G od frey  (2952 and 200709), aged 76. 
H e served w ith  the 7th Battalion (T F )  from  1914 
to 1917 when he w'as wounded and invalided out.
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H u d s o n *— O n  February 6 , 1974, Colonel Eric
Vaughan H am ilton H udson, aged 73. H e was 
one o f a num ber o f H aileyburians w ho joined the 
R egim ent during and after the 19 14-18  W ar. 
A  fine all round athlete he captained the H ailev- 
b u ry  C ollege C ricket X I  in 1918, played for the 
R oyal M ilitary  C ollege, Sandhurst and for the 
Royal A ir  Force, to w hich he was seconded later.

H e was com m issioned into the R egim ent on 
D ecem ber 17, 1919, and was posted to the 4th 
Battalion, w hich he joined at G ibraltar. T h ere  he 
m et and m arried M olly  G lass, whose father, M ajor 
Glass, then back again w ith  the Battalion, had 
been wounded and taken prisoner at M ons. W hen 
the 4th Battalion was disbanded in 1922 he was 
seconded for four years to the Royal A ir  Force. 
A t  the end o f 1926 he joined the 1st Battalion 
in tim e to go w ith  it to C hina in 1927 w ith  the 
Shanghai D efence Force. H e remained w ith  the 
1st Battalion on its return to C atterick in 1928 
and the follow ing year when the 1st Battalion 
took part in the Royal Tou rnam ent, he com m anded 
the Foreign Battalion Squad. Later he was secon­
ded, and finally transferred, to the R A E C . A fter 
his retirem ent from  the Service he was a regular 
visitor to the C o u n ty  Office at Edgw are each year.

( W ith acknowledgements to L t.-C o l. J . R . B . Worton)

T r o t t — O n January 27, 1974, ex -C p l. Bertie
C lifford T ro tt ( T F  1246 and T F  200036), aged 
81. Bert T ro tt joined the Barnet C om pany o f the 
7th (T F )  Battalion on D ecem ber 31, 1910. H e 
attended the Battalion’s annual cam ps in 1911, 
1912, 1913 and 1914, and was em bodied on the 
declaration o f war in A ugust 1914. H e served w ith 
the 1,7th  Battalion at G ibraltar in 1914 and in 
France when the Battalion joined the B E F  in 
M arch  1915. D u ring his service in France he 
becam e an able instructor in the L ew is  G un, 
w hich was then a new weapon for infantry units 
o f the British A rm y. H e was dem obilised 
M arch 3, 1919, and, in later years after retiri^ J 
from  his civilian occupation, always kept in touch 
with the Regim ental Association; he regularly 
attended all reunions and cerem onies. A t least 
once a week he w ould travel from  Barnet to 
Edgware to pay his com plim ents to the staff at 
the C ounty Office. H e was a most friendly man, 
and w ill be m uch missed by his m any friends. {

A s all the inform ation about them  is not yet 
available, full obituary notices on the following, 
who died on the dates shown, w ill be published in 
the next issue o f the Newsletter :

Capt. R. W . H . W i l l o u g h b y — February 2, 1974 
Ex-Pte. W . C . P e r k e s — February 6, 1974

W O S ’ A N D  S E R G E A N T S ’ B R A N C H  (continued from page 18)

1st Battalion) on his posting to 1st Q u een ’s Regim ent. 
A lf, w ho has been w ith  the A rm y  Y o u th  T ea m  at the 
D rill H all, has been a v ery  staunch supporter o f the 
branch, m issing out ou r m eetings only when duty 
has prevented him  from  attending. W e shall miss 
him  and his wife and fam ily, b ut sincerely hope that 
w e shall enjoy the pleasure o f their com pany w hen­
ever th ey are in this area again. A s a farew ell gesture 
AJf and his w ife m ade them selves responsible for the 
buffet that evening. W e w ish them  the v ery  best o f 
luck in the future and hope that th ey them selves are 
show n the same friendliness and com radeship in 
their n ew  surroundings as they have shown to us 
since they becam e m em bers o f the branch.

S in ce the last issue o f  the regim ental Newsletter

the follow ing new m em bers have been enrolled into 
the b ra n ch : G . Am brose, late 2/8th and 1st Battalions, 
D on Bradnam , late 1st and 2nd Battalions; J. Baker, 
late 1 st and 2nd Battalions; Sgt. G . Constant, 1st 
Q u een ’s; W . D y er, late 1st Battalion; F . Hennah, 
late 2nd Battalion'; A . M oreton, m m , late 2nd Battalion 
and P. L . Kensington R egim ent; P. H arris, late 
2/ioth  M idd lesex H om e G u ard ; and W . G rogan, 
late 1 st and 2nd Battalions. T o  each one w e sav 
“ W elcom e in, com rade; we hope to see you a lo ^ A  
the fu tu re” .

O u r best wishes to all branches and to D ie-H ards 
everyw here.

L e n  J o h n s o n .
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ASSOCIATION NEWS

S e cre lary ’s Notes

B e n e v o le n t  C a s e s
a. D u rin g  the period D ecem ber 1, 1973- to M arch 

18, 1974, the sum  o f £352 was expended from  the
J fcarita b le  Fund in m aking grants to 25 ex-m em bers 
^ ^ th e  Regim ent.

b. W e also have 9 ex-m em bers o f the Regim ent w ho 
receive £52 each a year from  the A rm y Benevolent 
Fund.

D o n a tio n s — C h a r ita b le  F u n d
T h e  S ecretary gratefu lly acknowledges donations 

^ P fo  the C haritable Fund from — T h e  L illey  Benevolent 
T ru st, M ajor F. H . Blackburn, M r. R . R. C haplin, 
M ajor W . H. G rogan, M r. W . P. Jones, M rs. F . O. A . 
Law rence, L t.-C o l. J. L u n ch , R .E ., M iss U . D. 

*, N unn, M ajor C . E . E. Scott and M r. K . V . Sutton. 
y

C h e ls e a  H o sp ita l a n d  Star a n d  G a r te r  H o m e
C ol. F . W alden and M ajor A . E . F . W aldron 

visited the In-Pensione *s o f the above homes on 
T h u rsd ay, D ecem ber 23, 1973, and gave them  a 
Christm as present from  :he R egim ental Association.

A . E . F . W .

D E R B Y  S W E E P S T A K E
A  sweepstake on this year’ s D e rb y  is being 

organised in aid o f the R egim ental Association 
C haritable Fund.

T ickets , costing 5p each, or 25P for a book o f five, 
are now  available.

A pplications for tickets should be m ade to the 
Secretary, M idd lesex R egim ental Association, D eans- 
brook Road, Edgw are, M iddlesex.

T h e  follow ing prizes w ill be aw arded:
1st prize . . . . . . 25%  o f  net proceeds
2nd prize .....................................15 %  o f net proceeds
3rd prize . . . . . . 10%  o f  net proceeds

T h e  result o f the draw  and the am ount allocated to 
the C haritable Fund w ill be notified to all concerned 
and published in The Die-H ards Newsletter.

H O R N S E Y  A N D  E N F IE L D  B R A N C H
I hope it is not too late to wish you all a v ery  happy, 

healthy and prosperous N ew  Y ear and that your 
C hristm as w as really enjoyable. I sent out the 
prom ised letter to  well over 200 addresses o f  past 
and present m em bers o f our branch and, although I 
have only received replies from  ju st under 10 % , I am

fhsed to say that a num ber o f those are now  sub- 
lb ing to The Die-H ards Newsletter and, who 
knows, I m ay still have m ore to com e! In any case, 

it was jo lly  nice to hear from  the few  and also to see 
the 16 or so attending the A rm istice church service at 
H ornsey. L ikew ise, I expect w e shall still have a

good gathering at the 1 /7th Battalion dinner, w hich 
w ill be held on the last Saturd ay in A p ril at Hornsey. 
O nce again I shall be w ritin g  full details o f time, 
cost o f tickets, etc, to all the addresses I have on 
record very shortly. T a lk in g  o f w riting, I m ust thank 
Ernie C olebeck and his staff at Edgw are, w ho kindly 
typed the stencil and produced the copies for the 
letter I sent out. Incidentally, you  m ay recall in m y 
last letter that Joan M ellor w as sending regim ental 
literature to som e A m erican visitors w hom  w e m et at 
C helsea H ospital. W ell, she did, also some regim ental 
ashtrays, and she received a very w arm  reply from  
the three fam ilies concerned.

I am hoping to get m ore letters from  ou r m em bers 
and, in any case, some item s o f news from  them  when 
we m eet at the dinner. T h is  w ill enable m e to m ention 
a few  names in m y next letter, coupled w ith  their 
news.

In the m eantim e, m y thanks to all w ho responded 
w ith  subscriptions and donations. D o please let me 
know if  you  have anything you  w ould like m e to 
m ention next time.

T il l  then, keep fit and well. K in d est regards to all.
L e s  H o s s l e n .

M I L L  H IL L  B R A N C H
T h e  Branch continues to flourish w ith  a good 

attendance at each o f  ou r m onthly m eetings by 
m em bers w ho live w ithin a reasonable distance o f 
Edgw are, plus a contact b y  correspondence by 
people w ho live m iles away, one very regular attend­
ing m em ber whose presence has been sorely missed 
the last few  m onths is Bob Ferguson, w ho has had a 
couple o f toes am putated. H e is still in hospital at 
the tim e o f w riting. Bob has been our indefatigable 
w orker for the branch for the past fifteen years, 
toiling aw ay at a m ultitude o f job s alw ays w ith  un­
failing joviality. I look forw ard to the tim e w hen 
he rejoins us again.

“ Y o u n g ”  Bill C ook  (T F/22 91), an old veteran 
o f the 8th Battalion, w rote from  L u rnea, N e w  S outh 
W ales, requesting m e to pass his salutations to all 
D ie-H ards w ith  a special greeting to his old com ­
rades at Ealing. A nother m em ber w ho keeps a 
regular contact b y  m ail is Pip C onnor, m m , liv in g 
in W illow dale, Ontario. Pip  is a veteran o f the 21st 
(Islington) Battalion and the 2nd Battalion. It is 
encouraging to hear from  D ie-H ard s w ho live an 
ocean’s jou rn ey aw ay or in the Antipodes.

T h e  names o f new  m em bers o f the branch w ill 
I feel be found elsewhere in this newsletter, one of 
them  being T o m  M inski, w ho was the C o lo u r- 
Sergeant o f “ A ”  C om pany, 1st Battalion, Princess 
L o u ise ’s K ensington  R egim ent, w hen it w as an 
integral part o f the D ie-H ards. T o m , as w ell as 
being a good soldier, is also a good m an at w ood- 
carving w hich  occupied his tim e w hilst he was a 
P O W  after capture at the defence o f  S t V alery,
1940. Som e exam ples o f his w ork were show n at 
the exhibition organised b y  the D aily Telegraph 
after the war. A  new  m em ber w ho w ill be rem em -
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bercd b y  the ist Battalion veterans o f  H ong K ong, 
e x -W 0 2  R. R. “ C h arlie”  C h aplin , w ho after two 
years w ith  the 9th Battalion served w ith  the ist 
Battalion from  1924 to 1946, the m ajority o f his 
service b eing a m em ber o f  the O rderly Room  Staff. 
H e hopes to join  us at the A n n ual Reunion in M ay 
and w ill try to b ring Sgt. G in ger Short, MM, with 
him . B ob C haplin  now lives in E ly, C am bridgeshire, 
w here they have a beautifu l cathedral, and only 
rarely makes the jou rn ey to London. A nother 
m em ber w ho has to  m ake a long jou rn ey to join  us 
is C o l. A . M . M an , w ho lives in N arberth, Pem broke­
shire, w here they have a church  w ith  w hat appears 
to be a fortified tower. C o l. M an is in touch with 
tw o other D ie-H ard s w ho live w est o f Swansea. 
T h e y  are ex-S gt. H ughes and ex-S gt. S . G . Pusey; 
the latter also served w ith  the K ensington  and is 
no dou bt know n to T o m  M inski. A lso G in ger Short, 
m entioned above, w ill be know n to C o l. M an as 
he was a m em ber o f  the G u ard  o f H onour at the 
latter’s w edding in 1935, as w as I* M aybe w e will 
see all three from  the W est at the A n n u al Reunion.

Fred Sadler (6199853), w ho lost an arm  during the 
early days o f the fighting in the last w ar, is another 
branch m em ber w ho wishes to be rem em bered to 
his friends o f  the is t  and 2nd Battalions. F o r m any 
years F red  has been a staunch w orker for B L E S M A , 
w ho looks after old soldiers w ho suffered am pu­
tations. H e sounds very lively  or as a colum nist said 
recently, “ as spry  as a ja rfu l o f tadpoles” .

I look forw ard to m eeting m any o f  ou r m em bers 
w ho find regular visits to London too tim e-con­
sum ing at S t P a u l’s C athedral and later in the 
evening at the reunion at Porchester H all on M a y  18. 
It is always a pleasure to regain contact w ith  long- 
absent friends and this is the tim e o f the year which 
presents the finest opportunity.

M a j o r  D i c k  S m i t h

9th  B A TTA LIO N  BRA N CH
T h e  activities o f  this branch are still alive, as the 

follow in g w ill testify.
A  large n um ber o f  ou r old com rades, both 1914 and 

1939 vintage, attended the A rm istice D a y  service at 
M ill H ill Barracks and at Edgw are afterw ards.

H ere, during the consum ption o f  a buffet lunch and 
drinks, m any item s o f  news w ere discussed.

O ne was o f  m arriage, and from  our W o rth in g cor­
respondent w e heard that W . W . F itzgerald , collo­
quially  know n as “ F itz  the D ru m s”  o f  19 14  vintage, 
had on D ecem ber 5 m arried M rs. L ilian  Lucas.

I am sure all the m em bers w ho knew  “ F itz”  w ill 
wish him  and his w ife every happiness.

A t C hristm as m any m em bers exchange greetings 
and good wishes, so renew ing those friendships of 
days gone by.

T h is  is a w ay to keep ou r flag flying. A nother is to 
support C ol. F . W alden, the new  chairm an o f  the 
Socia l S u b -C o m m ittee, and M ajor A . E. F . W alden, 
the A ssociation secretary, in th eir projects for a 
round o f  social activities durin g this com ing year. 
T h ere  is a v ery  good program m e fo r this year w hich 
we hope w ill b e w ell supported b y  the 9th and, o f 
course, the other branches.

O ne event w ill be a v isit in the evening to our 
m useum  at B ruce C astle, o f w hich you  w ill be notified 
in the usual w ay. H ere I hope w e shall b e inform ed 
o f  ou r exhibits b y  the C urato r, M ajor D ick  Sm ith.

It w ould be a splendid note o f  approval to the 
illustrious M ajor if  this event was well patronised.

T o  his efforts one can add those o f  L t.-C o l. G . L. 
Fox, who is obtaining m any decorations and medals 
o f  ou r own past m em bers for display.

I am glad to state that our invalids are progressing 
and w ill be in circulation soon.

Please record the date o f our ow n reunion and 
dinner on June 8, 1974, at the V icto ry  C lu b  and 
make every effort to attend.

W e very m uch regret to hear o f the deaths o f our 
past com rades R. D evereaux, D . H ow lett, D . J. 
S m ith and W . H . Sm ith.

R. T .  M .

W O s A N D  SER G EA N T S’ BRA N CH
T h e  year 1973, very successful as far as the branch 

was concerned, was brought to a close w ith  gatherings 
o f  57 at the N ovem ber m eeting and over 80 at t h e ^  
D ecem ber m eeting. T h e  outlook for 1974 looks as 
good, for at the January m eeting, a m onth when 
attendances are low, over 40 m em bers and friends 
turned up, w hilst at our m eeting in February we had 
a gathering o f over 50.

A t our m eeting in N ovem ber a v ery  pleasant sur­
prise was sprung on us w hen M rs. Pat Newm an, 
w idow  of the late M ajor P ercy  N ew m an, m b e , paid us 
a visit. She was not only given a very w arm  welcom e 
that evening by all those present, b ut was warm ly 
w elcom ed at the reunion, w hich w as held in the Drill 
H all on the Sunday. T h e  warm th o f h er w elcom e can 
be sum m ed up b y  the remarks she m ade after that 
weekend when she said “ that the welcom e she 
received and the w onderful feeling o f genuine 
affection she felt from  everybody m ade it feel as 
though it was like com ing back hom e to the fam ily” , 
but, then, that is surely w hat the D ie-H ards clubs are 
all about and the purpose for w hich each branch has 
these m onthly gatherings. I am sure I speak for you 
all when I say hurry up and com e back hom e again, 
Pat, and we hope that m any m ore old  friends will 
return hom e for a visit.

T h e  C hristm as draw, held on the evening of our 
D ecem ber m eeting, was an even greater success th a n ^  
the previous years. A  record n um ber o f 1,440 sh a res^  
w ere taken up and 90 prizes drawn for. T h e  same 
support was given to the raffle, w hich realised the 
sum  o f £30. T h e  success of both the draw  and the 
raffle was, I am sure, very satisfying to those who 
helped in their running and to those who donated 
prizes for the raffle.

In addition to those w ho attended our m eeting in 
January, w e w ere v ery  pleased to w elcom e a party of 
12 from  the H ounslow  Branch. T h e y  not on ly  made 
them selves at hom e, b ut w ith  H enry Rae at the 
piano they did their fair share o f entertaining w ith  
song and dance. From  the atm osphere they created I 
im agine they are a happy and successful branch and 
proved beyond doubt that inter-branch visits are 
w hat is needed to weld the bond o f  com radesl^? 
m uch stronger.

A t our m eeting in February w e took the op ­
portunity o f saying farew ell to Sgt. A lf  Burford (late

( Continued on page 16)
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