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SM ITH -  O n 5 June 1989, M ajor R ichard W a lte r John(D ick) Sm ith, MBE, (27402 2 ) aged 84 years.

D ick enlisted into the regim ent at the age of 14 years on 18 M arch 1919  and jo ined the Band of the 2nd 
Bn. Service on the Rhine, Cairo, Singapore, Sudan and India fo llow ed until the 1 2 Decem ber 1932 when the 
2nd Bn reverted to Hom e Establishm ent. C o lchester was the firs t hom e station and he was now a L/S gt w ith 
the Band. N ow  was the tim e to consider his fu ture and he le ft the Band, and in early 1 9 3 3  was posted to the 
D epot as a recru it ins truc to r where he remained until 1935, rejoining the 2nd Bn in tim e to move to Portsmouth 
and on to G osport in 1938. In O ctober 1938 the new rank o f W O III(PSM ) was prom ulgated and D ick was 
prom oted. In 1939  he proceeded w ith  the 2nd Bn to France and was involved in the evacuation from  Dunkirk. In 
1 94 2  he jo ined the 8 th Bn and was prom oted W O l (RSM) serving under the late Lt-Col M. C raw ford. O n 26 
A p ril 1943  he was granted an Em ergency Com m ission and was posted to the 2 /7 th  Bn as Q uarterm aster. He 
proceeded w ith th is Bn to North A frica in May 194 3  and returned to the UK on 15 M arch 1944 after being 
wounded. He was then taken on the Held strength of the 26 M G TC until 5 M arch 1945. A few  days later he was 
prom oted to Capta in and posted to the 9th Australian D ivision in Borneo. He returned to the UK on 20  July 
1946. O n 12 July 1946  he jo ined 57 Primary Tra in ing Centre at M ill H ill as the Ad ju tant rem aining until 7 J i ^ ^  
1949. O n 1 A p ril 194 9  he w as granted a S hort Service C om m ission and he was posted to the Royal W ^ ^ B  
African Frontier Force on the G old  C oast returning to UK on 8  Decem ber 1953. D uring th is tim e he was 
p rom oted to Major. The next tw o years was spent at the Depot and his fina l posting was to the Federated Malay 
Forces. He was aw arded the M.B.E. on the 1 7th Decem ber 1957, and he retired on 31 M arch 1958.

D ick who was always in terested in the history o f the regiment, then accepted the task o f setting up the 
regim ental museum. He was allocated a room at the Depot M ill H ill and the birth o f the museum  began. W hen 
the Depot c losed in 1961 Regim ental Headquarters cam e into being at the TA  Centre, Edgware, and a large 
room was a llocated fo r the museum. A search fo r m ore suitab le prem ises took p lace and fina lly the museum 
was moved to B ruce C astle  at Tottenham. The o ffic ia l opening o f the museum took place on 10 O ctobe r 1969 
and fo r the next 20  years D ick was the offic ia l C urator and responsib le fo r the organisation and presentation of 
the regim ental memorabilia.

For many years he attended the Battle o f M ons celebrations and also the annual v is its to Lille. He was 
also C hairm an o f the M ill H ill branch of the Regim ental Association .

He was a true  and ded icated D iehard w ho extolled the v irtues and achievem ents o f the Regim ent on 
every poss ib le  occasion. He was nobly supported by his w ife  Dollie, they have been married fo r 55  years, and 
his daughte r and tw o sons. The youngest, Mervyn, jo ined the regiment, and th is  meant that 4 generations o f the 
fam ily had served the D iehards.

The funeral service w as held at the H endon Crem atorium  and at least 200  m embers o f the regim ent 
attended. A bug ler from  5 Q ueens, C /S g t W hitton, sounded Last Post and Reveille and the Regimental Flag 
draped the coffin .

O u r s incere  condo lences go to D ollie and fam ily fo r the loss of a fine  husband, father, grandfather and 
great grandfather. H e w ill be sadly m issed by all m embers o f the regim ent and his num erous friends.

He w as in possession  o f the fo llow ing  medals: M.B.E., 193 9-4 5  Star, Pacific  Star, Defence M e d ^ ^  
V ictory M edal 193 9-4 5 , G eneral Service M edal(clasp Malaya), Long Service & G ood C o nduct Medal.

Finally, D o llie  w ou ld  like to  thank all D iehards and friends fo r the ir kind m essages of condolence, 
beautifu l flo ra l tribu tes and m oral support throughout.

FORECAST OF EVENTS 1989 and 1990

23 S eptem ber Korean C lub  Reunion at the V ictory Services C lub, Seym our St, London W 2, at 6.30 p.m.

5 O ctobe r 2 /7 th  Bn (1939-45) Luncheon C lub, at the V ictory S ervices C lub, Seym our St,
London W 2, a t 12 noon.

11 O ctobe r H ousing Sub C om m ittee M eeting at C adet O ffice rs  Mess, Duke o f York ’s HQ, Chelsea, 
London SW 3, 6.45 p.m.

13 O ctobe r Q ueen ’s Regimental Associa tion  Meeting, Duke o f Y ork 's H Q  Chelsea,
London SW 3, at 1400  hrs.

14 O ctobe r Q ueen 's  Regim ent W O s and S g ts Past and Present D inner at B assingbourn .

i 9 O ctobe r Party from  Regim ental A ssocia tion  attend Royal Hospita l C hurch Parade 
I  -  assem ble 10.30 a.m.

9 November 7th M iddlesex O ffice rs ' C lub  Dinner, S ta tioner's  Hall, Ave M aria Lane, London EC4.

11 Novem ber Cerem ony at Field o f Remem brance, W estm inste r, 10 .30  a.m.

I 2 Novem ber R em em brance Day S ervice at Ing lis  Barracks, London NW 7, at 10.15  a.m. fo llow ed  by
reunion at TA  Centre, Edgware.

2 /1 0th Bn (1914-18) R em em brance S ervice at S t N icho las ’ C hurch , C h isw ick,
London W 4 , at 3 p.m.

7th Bn R em em brance Service at the M emorial Chapel, S t Mary w ith  S t G eorge Parish 
C hurch , Hornsey, at 10.30  a.m.

1990

26 M arch Regim ental Associa tion  Executive M eeting at C onfe rence Room, Duke of York ’s HQ,
Chelsea, London S W 3 at 6 .15 p.m.

28 A p ril 1 /7 th  Bn (19 3 9 -4 5 )  Luncheon C lub  a t TA  Centre, Hornsey, assem ble 1 2 noon.

I I  May M iddlesex Regim ent O ffice rs ' C lub  D inner -  venue w ill be announced later.

1 2 May A lbuhera S erv ice  o f Remem brance, S t Paul’s Cathedra l, com m encing 2.30 p.m.

Annual Reunion at the V ic to ry  S erv ices C lub, Seym our St, London W 2 , com m encing
6.30 p.m. Annual G eneral M eeting 7.30 p.m.

15 May 9th Bn O ffice rs  Annual Luncheon, The Royal O verseas League, Park Place,
S t James’s St, London S W 1 , assem ble 1 2.15 p.m.

BENEVOLENT CA SES

During the period 1 January to 30  June 1989  the sum o f £ 7 3 5 8  has been spen t from  the charitab le  fund 
in ass is ting  38  m em bers o f the regim ent and the ir fam ilies. As a resu lt o f recom m endations by the Regim ental 
Associa tion  the Arm y Benevolent Fund trustees have contribu ted the sum o f £ 2 1 8 4  to ass is t w ith  the shortfa ll 
in nursing home fees fo r five w idow s and one w idow er, con tribu ting  £ 7  per w eek in each case fo r one year. 
This is renew able p rov id ing the regim ental association recom m ends the app lica tion. The A.B.F. are also 
m aking a supp lem entary a llow ance o f £ 4  per w eek fo r one year to 3 e lderly m em bers in need.

The Arm y B enevolent Fund by the term s o f the ir Deed o f T rust are unable to  deal w ith  app lica tions from  
indiv iduals and all app lica tions are required to be vetted and recom m ended by regim ental associations.

The A rm y Benevolent Fund hold many events during  the year to  raise funds  and I ask all m em bers to 
support th is  great organisation in every way possib le . Rem em ber in the end they support you.



REGIMENTAL HOMES ALBUHERA CLOSE, ENFIELD

For som e tim e w e have had a problem  w ith the pop lar trees at A lbuhera C lose, they have been grow ing 
fo r nearly 40  years and are causing dam age to the gardens and our houses and adjo in ing properties. The Army 
Benevolent Fund have once again responded to our problem s and have a llocated £ 3 0 0 0  to be used to 
alleviate the c o s t  w h ich  is in the region of £60 0 0 .

DONATIONS TO THE CHARITABLE FUND

The Secretary gratefu lly acknow ledges the fo llow ing  donations to the regim ental charitable fund:

a. A donation o f £ 2 0 0  from  the Lilley Benevolent T rust -  £ 1 0 0  fo r the Regim ental C haritab le  Fund and 
£ 1 0 0  fo r the 9th Bn M useum  Fund.

b. A  donation of £ 3 0  from  Mr Brian G ostick  (a gu ide at S t Paul’s Cathedra l) and also from  C apt PJ.T. L a ^ fc

c. A  donation o f £ 2 5  from  m em bers o f the 1/7 th  (1 9 3 9 -4 5 ) D inner C lub.

d. D onations o f £ 2 5  from  M r EJ. Collier, Mr A.J. B riggs  (in memory o f the late CSM  B ill W illiam son), Lt-Col 
R.T.D. H icks (in memory o f the late M ajor R. Bartram).

e. Plus donations from: A.N. Anonym ous (2), M r C.D. Barratt-Pugh (in memory of his brother 6 2 0 7 8 3 4  Pte 
A.S. Pugh, a FEPOW ), M r L.C. Bennett, M ajor K.A. M cK  B iggs  (in memory o f the late Co l J.G.E. Reid), Mr 
T. Bryant, Mr A.F. Burrell, Mr A.J. Chalk, M ajor B.K. C layden (in memory of the late M ajor R.w.J. Smith), Mr 
L.H. Crook, M r L.H. Faiers, M rs R. Green, M r A. G um burd, M iss P. Harrison (in mem ory o f her father 
6 2 0 2 3 3 0  R e  E. Harrison, a FEPOW ), Capt F.S. Mayman, M r L.C. Moore, M r R.R.A. Padley, M rs D. Pike, 
Mrs D. Po lley(in  memory o f her fa the r the late M r HJ. Seaman), M rD .R . R ichardson, M r M.D. Thomas, Mr 
R.S.R. Turner, Mr A.E. Tuthill, M r F.A. W ebb, M ajor M. W ild.

FREE NEWSLETTERS

The ed ito r w ishes to  thank the fo llow ing  m embers fo r the ir generosity in donating extra subscrip tions  so 
that free cop ies o f the D iehards N ew sle tter can be sent to  deserving O ld C om rades and W idow s:

A.N. Anonym ous (2), M r R. Ashton, M r T. Barnett, Mr R. Bartle, M r V.E. Barley, M r J.W. Barton, M r D. 
Baston, Mr EJ. Berm ingham , M r A.B. B irch , M ajor F.H. Blackburn, Mr A.J. Briggs, M r C. Burgess, M r A.F. 
Burrell, Mr E.B. Byatt, M ajor D. Carson, Lt-Col S.F. Caulfield-Kerney, M ajor J.C. C lark, M r J.C. C lem ents, Mr 
W .H.D. Coxhedge, M r T.H. Davis, M r R.E. Dodkins, Mr M.A. Elston, M rT . Emerson, M r J.H. Farm borough, M r H. 
Foakes, M r J.G. Forgham, Mr C. Frenchum, M r A.W . G ibbs, Mr R.G. G ilbertson, M r S. Gumm , M rs R. Hale, Capt 
J.P. Hamill, M ajor G. Hartley, M ajor S.L.J.Henshaw, M r G.C. H iggins, Mr J. Horn, Mr K.M. Horton, M r C.J. 
Howrihane, M r A. Hughes, Mr G.V. Johns, Mr E. Johnson, M r R.G. Jognson, M r R. Kendall, M r R.M. Lawford, 
M ajor D.V. Littlejohn, M ajor W .H . Lovell, M r R.T. Marshall, M rs M. Matthews, M r H.J. M ellor, Co l HJ.A. M ooj^ ^  
M rs P. M orden, M r J.W. M organ, M r D P . Norris, Mr R.R.A. Padley, M r L.C. Page, M r A. Parrott, M ajor A.W.F. P e ^ P  
M rs D. Pike, M r A.A. P ilfo ld , M r J.M. Pullen, M rC .W . Q uiekenden, Mr W.E. Rawlinson, C apt F. Redpath, M rD .R . 
R ichardson, Mr W.A. Robertson, M r A. Rose, Mr H.J. Seldon, M r S.A. Shawyer, C apt G. S imm ons, M r R. Sm ith 
(RAOC), Mr E.J. Soden, M r C.H. Stevens, M r W.R. Stone, Mr E.J. S tubbings, C apt A.F.A. Sutherland, M r K.R. 
Thiis, M r R.S.R. Turner, Mr W J.E . Turner, Mr J. W arner, Mr J.A. W ebb, M r D.P. W eller, M r S.A. W ells, M r C.A. 
W hite, M ajor M. W ild , M r W J . W righ t, Mr R. Yerby, Mr F.M. Young.

DONATIONS

The fo llow ing  donations have been m ade during  the period 1 January to 30 June 1989:

a. A donation o f £ 4 0 0  to the M iddlesex and North W e s t S ector of the Arm y Cadet Force League.

b. The annual subscrip tion  o f £ 2 5  to the ‘Friends o f S t Paul’s C a thedra l’.

ALBUHERA SERVICE OF REMEMBRANCE

The annual A lbuhera Service of Remem brance was held at 2.30 p.m. in the Regimental C hapel of St 
Paul’s Cathedral.

W e were once again honoured by the presence of The Very Reverend T.E. Evans, M.A., The Dean o f St 
Paul's Cathedral, C annon Peter Ball, The Reverend Patrick Tuft, M.A. V icar o f S t N icholas and S t Mary 
Magdalene, C h isw ick  (honorary Chapla in to the 2 /1 0th Bn 1914-18) and our ow n Rev W.E.B. Jones, M.A. Col 
A.M. Man read The Lesson. The Rev P a trickTu ft preached the Serm on and many com plim entary rem arks were 
received. The S ervice was exceptionally well attended and th is  was the la rgest congregation  w e have had fo r 
som e years. This year the hymns had not been previously used and I am sure th is kept the atten tion of the 
congregation. The flow ers in regim ental co lours were exceptionally well presented and gave that personal 
touch to +he Service. The sound system seemed adequate fo r the majority but a few  m em bers were doubtfu l. 
The acoustics in S t Paul’s are d ifficu lt to overcom e. From the remarks I received from  ou r m em bers I was 
^ is f ie d  that they all enjoyed the occasion and w ill com e again next year.

As usual ou r three sta lw arts paraded at the entrance to the Cathedra l gave pleasure and co lour to  our 
m em bers and the pub lic  v is iting S t Paul’s. Thank you Les Plumb, Bob Yerby and Les Loomes. The 
photographs o f these three handsom e D iehards m ust now adorn the album s of touris ts  all over the world. If 
they only knew!

OFFICERS’ CLUB DINNER

The annual d inner was held at the Naval and M ilitary C lu b  (In and Out), 94  P iccadilly, London W C 2 , on 
Friday 12 May. Lt^Col T.W. Chattey presided and 67 m em bers w ith  w ives and relatives attended. M ajor C. 
Bellingham, The Royal Hong Kong Regim ent (The Volunteers) was the principa l guest. The fo llow ing  attended:

O ffic ia l G uests:- M ajor and M rs C o lin  Be llingham , The Rev and M rs W.E.B. Jones, M rs A. Bennett, M iss 
Jean Bower, M rs A. H utchings, M rs S. C harrington, M rs D. Pike, M rs F. Jennings and grand daughte r M iss 
W aud, M rs C. Pollard.

M em bers and Private G uests:- Lt-Col and M rs T.W. Chattey, Brig  and M rs D.B. Rendell, B rig  B.H. 
M arciandi, Co l I.R. B urrow s and M iss B. Colley, Co l and M rs R.M. Cain, Co l and M rs A.S.J. de S. C layton, Col 
and M rs R.H. Graham, C o l A.M. Man, Co l H.J.A. Moore, Lt-Col and M rs B.A. Carlston, Lt-Col and M rs C.N. 
C layden w ith  guests The Rev and M rs Roland Desch, Lt-Col and M rs R.D. Fisher, Lt-Col and M rs J.M. Hewson, 
C a p t and M rs K.E. Beale, C apt and M rs MJ.S . Doran, M ajor M.P.D. Eastap, M ajor and M rs H.J. Evans, C a p t R.M. 
Fox, M ajor and M rs F.K. G ladden, Capt D.A. Hawkins, M ajor and M rsS.L.J. Henshaw, C apt and M rs P.J.T. Lane 
w ith  guests M ajor and M rs R. Ellis, M ajor and M rs C.L. Lawrence, M ajor I.M.E. Lloyd, M ajor and M rs A.E. 
M cM anus, M ajor and M rs R.E.B. M orris, M ajor and M rs A.E.F. W ald ron , M ajor R. Ford, M ajor and M rs D.M. 
Falcke and Lt J.P.A. Day.

•  Apo log ies w ere  received from : Maj Gen S ir John W illoughby, Maj G en C.M.M. Man, Brig  G. Lerwill, 
or P.D.H. Marshall, M ajor H.E. C ouch, M ajor W .G.A. Crum ley, M ajor P.DJ. C larke and M ajor V. W illiam s.

B rig  B.A.M. P ie low  te lephoned on the m orning o f the D inner from  Portugal to  say ‘B est w ishes fo r a 
successfu l d inner -  v is iting  A lbuhera  tom o rrow ’.

The venue o f the D inner in 1990  is still to be arranged.

ANNUAL REUNION

The annual reunion was held at the V ictory Services C lub, in the Carisb rooke  Hall, on Saturday 13  May, 
com m encing a t 6.30 p.m. w ith  the bar c lo s ing  at m id n ig h t

This w as the best reunion ever and the a ttendance was the h ighest w e  have had fo r som e years -  the 
band played the righ t m usic and the buffe t provided w as excellent. The cos t was £ 6  per head and the V ictory 
C lu b  m ust be congratu lated on the way the hall w as laid ou t and the excellent service provided. The Annual 
G eneral M eeting is a necessary task and my thanks to those who so w illing ly  attend and ease my burden. It is a 
great pity that I cannot get a separate room but it is not poss ib le  to do so. My only so lu tion  is to  hold it at 6 .45 p.m. 
before the main body enter the bu ild ing  but one m ust give everyone the chance to attend. I w ill ponder on th is 
problem.



For the firs t tim e I w as able to organise a pre-war 1 st Bn FEPO W  table and the fo llow ing attended -  A lf 
Burrell. Frank W ookey, Ted Collier, Jack M ilroy, Jimmy James, Harry Foakes, Bert Mellor, Reg Smith, A lf Ellis 
and myself. John Soden, Ian A bercrom bie  and Ron Sm ith (RAOC), Johnny Bull were unable to make the 
reunion but attended the S t Paul's Service. The fo llow ing  o ffice rs  attended and th is  is m ost encouraging. Lt- 
Co l Tom Chattey, our President, Co l R ichard Graham (still serving and now a Deputy Co lone l of The Q ueen’s 
Regiment), Co l Andrew  Man, Lt-Col John Hewson, Lt-Col A n dre w  C ow ing, M ajors Ian Lloyd, C hris  Lawrence, 
Ron M orris, Tony M cManus, Pat Donovan, Jimmy W ild , David Falcke, Capts Tom M cM illan, Ken Beale and Roy 
Scott. Maj G en S ir John W illoug hby sent his apologies. A ttend ing fo r the firs t tim e were B ill M ales and family 
and now I have forgotten  who the others were -  sorry.

Many m em bers o f the Regim ental Associa tion  are m em bers o f the V ictory C lub  and it is m ost im portant 
that you book your room early -  I suggest you do so in February, you can always cance l if necessary. The 
reunion next year is on Saturday 1 2 May. O ur reunion clashes w ith  the Cavalry weekend so do make the effort 
and get in f ir s t  W e  cannot have these cavalrym en beating us to the punch.

My apo log ies to those whom  I have not m entioned but your turn w ill come. My thanks to Les Loomes 
is now booked as doorm an fo r the next 20 years. Sadly M rs Phyllis B rooks w ho handled the jo b  fo r 41 y e ;P ^  
died.

B rig  Tony Pielow, our Chairm an, was unable to  be present -  he was on duty w ith  the Autom obile  
Associa tion  in Portugal and on A lbuhera Day took the opportun ity  to v is it A lbuhera. He assures me he w ill be 
present next year.

THE QUEEN ’S REGIMENT

REGIMENTAL PERSONALITIES

O n 1 s t January, M ajor G eneral M ike Reynolds C B  took over as C o lone l of the Regim ent from  B rigad ie r Charles 
M illm an O BE. O n the sam e date one o f ou r fou r Deputy Co lone ls  of the Regiment, Co lone l John Holm an CBE, 
handed over his D eputy C o lone lcy to C o lone l R ichard Graham MBE, a fo rm er D ie-Hard w ho is currently 
C om m andant o f the Junior D iv is ion o f the S ta ff C o llege  at W arm inster. Co lone l John Holm an has been 
selected as next C om m ander o f 2nd Infantry B rigade and D over/S hornc liffe  G arrison and takes up his 
appo in tm ent in the rank o f b rigad ie r in O ctober. Co lone l Paddy Panton O BE, another Queensm an, w ill 
succeed him as C o lone l The Q ueen’s D iv is ion a t Bassingbourn .

THE DANISH CONNECTION

Several events are rem inding us that 1 98 9  is the 300 th  Anniversary o f the Regim ent’s earliest links w ith  the 
Royal H ouse o f Denmark. Last November, C o lone l Jorgensen o f ou r affilia ted regim ent, the Royal Danish 
L ifeguards, v isited C ante rbury and T idw orth  and presented the Regim ent w ith  a fine  statuette o f a Danish 
L ifeguard w h ich  had previously belonged to  Prince G eorg o f Denmark, Honorary C o lone l o f our 
(Volunteer) Batta lion until his death in 1986. Then, on 5th D ecem ber there was the great day when HM Q u e l ^  
M argrethe, ou r A llied  C o lone l in Chief, honoured our 1 st Battalion w ith  a v is it to them in T idworth, only a few  
m onths a fte r she had m et the batta lion on exercise in her ow n country. In addition, th is  year and next our 
Regim ental free-fall d isp lay team ‘The Flying D ragons’ is appropriate ly sponsored by Danepak. Looking ahead, 
it is hoped that the  C o lone l o f the Regim ent w ill be able to  call on Q ueen M argrethe la ter th is  year and p lans are 
being m ade fo r the A lbuhera  Band to  Beat Retreat before Her M ajesty and play at the Aarhus Festival, having 
trave lled from  M inden to Denm ark fo r these im portant engagem ents.

NETHERLANDS DECORATIONS

B rigad ie r C harles M illm an O B E  and C o lone l John Francis, our Regimental Secretary, were both presented 
w ith  G rand C rosses o f H onour in the C row n O rde r o f the Netherlands by HRH Princess Juliana, our other 
A llied  C o lone l in C h ief, du ring  the ir v is it w ith  M ajor G eneral M ike Reynolds C B  to Her Royal H ighness in 
Ho lland on 15th  December.

REM EM BRANCE DAY IN LONDON

O n R em em brance Day last Novem ber B rigad ie r C harles M illm an O B E  headed a Regimental contingent at the 
Cenotaph cerem ony in W hiteha ll. This was the firs t tim e that the present Regim ent has been represented there 
and it is planned that th is  shou ld  becom e an annual event fo r all Q ueensm en liv ing in o r c lose to London.

NEWS FROM THE REGULAR BATTALIONS

O ur 1 st Battalion had only just narrow ly m issed victory in the Arm y UK G rade 2 Boxing Finals at the end of 
January before they le ft T idw orth  fo r fou r weeks tra in ing in California. W hen they returned in early March, all 
ranks voted the exercise one o f the best ever in every respect, from  m ilitary tra in ing and overseas experience, 
righ t th rough to the adventurous tra in ing phase at the end. M eanw hile the 2nd Battalion had m ade its name in 
G erm any w ith  th ree notable successes. The ir team s won the Infantry C up at the B iathlon M eeting (and came 
1 2th in the National and Arm y Cham pionsh ips), won the BAO R Squash C up and won the BAO R M ajor Unit 
Sm all Bore Shooting  Cup. The 3rd  Battalion has a lso been hitting the headlines having won the Northern 
Ireland Inter-Unit Football, and the Northern Ireland Fitness C om petition  and been runners up in the Northern 
Ireland H ockey and Boxing Com petitions.

REGIMENT ON TV

The D ecem ber N ew sle tter gave details of our 1 st Battalion team w h ich is partic ipa ting  in Exercise C om bat 89. 
^ ^ h o p e d  that they w ill be seen on the ITV program m es starting in mid May. The Regim ent w ill also befeatured 
S e r  in the year in a B B C  TV series entitled ‘Arm y Lives'. F ilm ing has taken p lace in several o f our battalions, in 
Regim ental H eadquarters and o f fam ily experiences. It is hoped that th is  program m e w ill g ive a good overall 
p icture  o f life  in the Arm y in the late 1980s.

FREEDOM CEREMONIES

O n 13th May a con tin gen tfrom  the 5th (Volunteer) Battalion, led by the Kohim a Band, exercised the Regim ent’s 
Freedom o f Tonbridge. O n 24th  June, a 1st Battalion contingent w ith the Q uebec Band on parade w ill be 
present when the C o lone l of the Regim ent accepts, on behalf o f all Queensm en, the Freedom o f C row borough . 
This w ill be the 20th  C iv ic  Honour held by the R e g im ent The earliest o f these, the ‘P riv ilege ’ o f m arch ing 
th rough the  C ity  o f London dates back to 167 2  and it is hoped that the Regim ent w ill be able to  exercise th is 
‘P riv ilege ’ in the not too d is tan t future.

2/10th BN THE MIDDLESEX REGIMENT (DCO) OCA, 1914-18

The 61 st annual luncheon o f the 2 /1 0th Bn O ld  Com rades Association was held at the V ic to ry  S ervices 
C lub, London W 2, on Saturday 20 May, to  com m em orate the 74th anniversary of the Land ings on the G a llipo li 
Peninsu la in April and August 1915. M r A.D. Scudam ore, O BE, presided, a veteran o f th is  cam paign. C o l A.SJ. 
de S. C layton, O BE, was the princ ipa l guest; M ajor A.E.F. W ald ron , MBE, the Rev Patrick Tuft, MA, (Vicar o f 
C h isw ick), C apt David H aw kins and many ‘Friends o f the 2 /1 0th ' attended. W e  were de ligh ted to have w ith  us 
M r A lbert Coom bes and M rs Coom bes, who had travelled 6 ,000  m iles from  British  C o lum bia  to be w ith  us on 
th is  occasion: a veteran o f G a llipo li, th is  w as our firs t m eeting fo r 70 years, surely and all tim e record! The S p irit 
o f the 2 / 1 0 th ’ is obviously s till very m uch alive!

O ur custom ary R em em brance Service w ill be held at S t N icholas' Church, C h isw ick , at 3pm  on Sunday 
^ 2  Novem ber and all m em bers and ‘F riends’ w ill be m ost welcom e.

W  A.D.S.

1 /7th BN (1939-45) DINNER CLUB

The 27th  Annual Reunion and Luncheon was held attheT .A . Centre, Priory Road, Hornsey, on Saturday 
29 April. M ajor Alan C arter w as in the Chair. O ur guests  were Lt-Co! David S im pson, M ajor Frank W ald ron , and 
M ajor K.I.a. Carter, who com m ands B(Albuhera) Com pany 8 th (V) Bn The Q ueens Regim ent. It was good to see 
Col Andrew  Man, Lt-Col G.C.D. Scott-Lowe, Major D ick Bartram, Capt J. Dare, C a p t J.H. Clark, M ajor L.F. Baker 
and C apt P.E. Edwards. O u r num bers show  an increase to 63 th is  year and w e w e lcom ed som e new honorary 
m embers, these w ere  the last wearers of ou r capbadge. For th is  w e are indebted to M ajor D. H arw ood who 
c ircu la ted them on our behalf. They all expressed the ir pleasure in com ing and look fo rw ard  to  next year. 
Looking round the tab le  that the caterers had m ade look a real picture, it w as hard to realise that events that 
w ere being relived and d iscussed  happened a lm ost 50  years ago! It m ust be the D iehard sp irit that lives on to 
sustain us. W e  did m iss som e old faces absent th rough ill health. W e  w ish  them  a speedy recovery. I m ust 
con fess that in my s itrep  I d id  include som e irreverent stories but I th ink they w e n t dow n well. I s till have my 
appointm ent. See you all next year.

Tony W h ite



9th BATTALION THE MIDDLESEX REGIMENT (DCO) T.A.

Officers Annual Reunion Luncheon

The fourth  annual luncheon took p lace on Tuesday 9 May, 198 9  at the Royal O verseas League, S W 1 , 
w h ich  was attended by 10 O ffice rs  and one guest. Col. H.H.W . G ray was in the C ha ir and the quest w as Major 
A.E.F. W ald ron .

The O ffice rs  w ho attended were: D.A. Bond, P.J. Cundy, J.R. Doyle, D.E. Dowlen, H .W .W . G ray P.W.S. 
Hodge, E  Howkins, B.P. Hughes, A.M.H. Jones, D.V. Littlejohn.

The fo llow ing  O ffice rs  being unable to attend sent the ir apo log ies and best w ishes to all fo r a successfu l 
occasion: B.T. Davis, J.T. Dear, A.G.B. Drabble, H.G. Hansen, H.J. Hesketh, W .D . H iddleston, R. Hughes, W. 
M acG regor, E.C.M. Palmer, K.O. Sayers, J.E. S lack, D.C. Tom lins, F.H. Tyler, N.B. W allis , R. W heatley. '

Col. G ray proposed a loyal toast and a short in form al speech was m ade by D.E. Dowlen, the Lunch 
Secretary, during w h ich he read the text of a loyal m essage w h ich  had been sent to Her M ajesty the Queen,
H er M ajesty’s reply. '

He advised w ith  regret, the passing o f Brian M acFadden and B ill G rayburn, and proposed a toast to 
'A bsent Friends' to  w h ich  all raised the ir glasses.

He said that it had again been possib le  to provide free  pre lunch drinks -  thanks to the generosity o f a 
num ber o f o ffice rs  who being unable to  attend had sent a subscrip tion  as w e ll as several attenders w ho had 
sent extra money. A lso, the Regim ental subsidy had been very helpful.

The attendance th is  year w as the low est to date and it is obvious that w ith  the passing o f tim e the 
num bers physically able to attend are greatly reduced. It is im portant in fu ture  that as many of those physically 
able to  com e to  the lunch make a specia l effort.

The enquiry in to the poss ib ility  of an occasional d inner had resulted in c la rifica tion  that the dem and for 
such an event was m inimal, and the sub ject had there fore  been dropped.

Col. G ray thanked D.E. Dow len fo r m aking all the arrangem ents and th is  vote w as supported by all 
concerned.

The date fo r next years lunch has been fixed fo r Tuesday 15 May, 1990, and everybody is asked to make 
a specia l note o f th is  date as there w ill be no fu rthe r rem inder until the usual notice is sent out next Spring.

D.E.D.

THE ROYAL HONG KONG REGIMENT (THE VOLUNTEERS) ASSOCIATION

The Royal Hong Kong Regim ent (The Volunteers), London Branch, held the ir annual d inner on Friday^? 
June, at the C avalry and G uards C lub, London W 1 .

Lt-C ol T.W . Chattey, O BE, and M ajor A.E.F. W aldron, MBE, attended.

ALBUHERA DAY

The M ill H ill B ranch held the ir usual A lbuhera cerem ony a tth e  Regim ental Memorial, Ing lis Barracks, Mill 
H ill, on Tuesday 16 May. Form er W 0 2  R(Bob) C ub itt laid the regim ental wreath and Lt-Col F.H. Lee laid the R.E. 
Postal and C o urie r wreath. M r Les Loom es carried the regim ental standard. 24 m embers attended. A fte r the 
parade the M ill H ill b ranch m em bers were invited to the O ffice rs  M ess and w ere  given drinks and a buffe t 
lunch.

The Regim ental Flag flew  above the M ess and a lso over Enfield Tow n Hall.

MILL HILL BRANCH

W ith  the very sad dem ise o f M ajor D ick Sm ith the M ill H ill B ranch w ill have to c lose down. As you all know 
the branch w as run w ith ou t a com m ittee, D ick  being Chairm an and Treasurer. Mr Les P lum b who w as the

Secretary is no longer w illing  to carry on. For the last tw o years a ttendance at the m onthly gatherings has been 
decreasing monthly.

All m em bers of the branch w ill be p laced on the Centra l B ranch register and w ill receive the D iehards 
N ew sle tter tw ice  a year and in form ation about functions direct. S u bscrip tions  fo r 199 0  w ill be payable to the 
Regim ental Associa tion  and should be sent to m yself at Canterbury. My address is on the fron t o f the 
newsletter. The funds o f the M ill H ill B ranch w ill be held in the Regim ental Associa tion  account separately 
pending considera tion  by the Regimental A ssociation Executive Com m ittee at the ir annual m eeting in March 
1990.

O ur very s incere  thanks go to Les P lum b fo r all his w o rk w ith the M ill H ill branch w h ich  is very much 
appreciated.

^  51 st (HIGHLAND) DIVISION

The 83rd  London reunion d inner o f the 51 st(H ighland) D ivision D inner C lub, held at the Arm y and Navy 
C lub  on Friday 28 A p ril was attended on behalf o f the 1 /7 th  Bn by: Co l A.M. Man, M ajor A.B. Carter, C apt J. 
Dare, C apt H.S. Abbott. A lso  present fo r the firs t tim e were -  Co l B.R. W ood, M ajor G. Kent and Lt-Col E.P. 
Shanks, of The P rincess Lou ise ’s Kensington Regiment.

KOREAN CLUB

O n Saturday, 11 M arch, sixteen m em bers o f the Korean C lub  met the ir P resident, Co l A n dre w  Man, 
DSO, O BE, at the National Arm y Museum, C helsea to v iew  the Exhibition of the Korean W ar.

The day started w ith  three C lub  m em bers m eeting C o l Man at S t Paul’s Cathedra l w here he arrived w ith  
a coach party from  the W e s t W a les B ranch of the BKVA, of whom  he is also P res iden t They had trave lled to St 
Paul’s to pay the ir respects at the Korean W a r M emorial w h ich  is s ituated in the Crypt. The Cathedra l 
authorities had kindly c losed the C ryp t to the general pub lic  to a llow  the party to pay the ir ow n personal 
respects. The Exhortation was said by the Secretary o f the W e s t W a les Branch, fo llow ed by C o l Man layi ng the 
wreath. A  wreath was also laid by M r Tony Eagles on behalf o f the South London B ranch o f the BKVA.

The three o f us C lu b  m em bers w ho travelled to S t Paul's, p lus my wife, then travelled in the  coach to  the 
National Arm y M useum  w here w e were met by a fu rthe r th irteen m em bers o f the Korean C lub. Both groups 
m erged on a tour of the exhibition. A lthough there were several large b lown-up photographs w h ich  had been 
reproduced from  ou r C lub  photographs, the lack o f exhibits regarding 27 B rigade were m uch in ev idence by 
the ir absence.

Follow ing the tour o f the M useum  a group o f our m embers accom pan ied by Col Man and several 
m em bers o f the W e lsh  party retired to  a local hostelry w h ich  resulted in a very friend ly  occasion!

t l The arrangem ents w e m ade as a C lub  w ere done rather hastily but the response from  those m em bers 
o attended was very com m endable. O f the twenty m em bers I contacted only fou r w ere  unable to  attend. I fe lt 
it show ed a great deal o f adm iration fo r the ir ex-Com m anding O fficer. I know  the vis ito rs  from  W a le s  w e re  very 

im pressed w ith  the turn-out.

J.A.L.

SAN WAI RE-VISITED

W h ils t on holiday in Hong Kong in January 1 9 8 9 ,1 took the opportun ity  o f v is iting  San W ai. The main aim 
o f the exercise w as to c lim b  Lam b H ill at the back o f ou r fo rm er cam p to inspect the Regim ental badge.

In 1952  -  A coy 1 MX was responsib le  fo r m aking the badge. The pho tograph show s the badge under 
construction . Today 37 years on, it is in very good order and exactly as w e le ft i t  The h ill how ever seem ed 
steeper than when I used to shin up and dow n it as a 21 year old!

H ong Kong, Kow loon and the N ew  Territo ries are hardly recognisable. The co lony is now covered by 
literally thousands o f skyscraper b locks o f fla ts  and business build ings. A  paddy fie ld  is hard to find  and one 
cou ld  travel all day w ith ou t seeing a Hakka lady in trad itiona l black dress and round straw  hat w ith  b lack fringes.



Rickshaw s and b icyc le  taxis belong to a bygone age and even the aroma is less pungent.

Fanling resem bles a mini New York but the settlem ent nearest to San W ai camp, Luen W o is still m ore or 
[ess as w e knew it. The market w ith all its memorable sm ells is s till held daily. The pub-restaurant known as the 
“Better O le " has relocated from  the ultra m odern Fanling station to Luen W o.

As I stood by ou r badge looking dow n on San W ai Cam p memories, particu larly of people, came flood ing 
back. The d is tan t parade ground is the only recognisable feature the rem ainder of the cam p having ben 
com ple te ly rebuilt. However nothing could detract from  w hat was a nosta lg ic visit.

K.E. Beale

MIDDLESEX REGIMENT GUILDHALL MUSEUM

A perm anent d isp lay o f Regim ental m em orabilia has now been installed in the entrance hall o f t ^  
M iddlesex G uildha ll in Parliam ent Square, W estm inster. This has com e about as the result o f the in i t ia t iv e ^  
M ajor G eneral S ir John W illoug hby  w ith  the sen ior sta ff o f the Lord C hance llo r’s O ffice  w ho have now taken 
over the M iddlesex G uildha ll and converted the in terio r in to e ight C ourts  w ith judges cham bers, barristers 
consu lting  room s etc., and restaurant fac ilities  fo r the public.

The South  Eastern C ircu it o f the Lord C hance llo r’s Departm ent w h ich  adm in isters the G uildhall, have 
had a m ost excellen t show case constructed in stained mahogany wood fram ew ork w ith  specia l security glass 
and d iffused in ternal ligh ting  w h ich  is next to the existing M iddlesex war memorial. The regim ental c res t has 
been incorpora ted in the w ooden fram e above the main show  cabinet.

The item s p laced on show  inc lude  the Duke o f C am bridge in his fu ll dress Field M arshal’s unifo rm  and 
there are num erous sm aller item s from  ou r regim ental museum  co llection  w h ich  all contribu te  to a m ost 
attractive and im pressive  d isp lay com m em orating the history and preserving the memory o f ou r fam ous 
reg im ent

The G uildha ll is open to  the pub lic  on five days a week and m em bers are thorough ly  recom m ended to 
view  th is  regim ental d isp lay w h ich  they w ill f ind  o f the greatest interest.

PERSONAL JOTTINGS

Received a n ice le tter from  form er Bdsn David Bolam  (6 2 012 80 ) w ho is in bad health and not mobile. 
O u r s incere  best w ishes to him and his fam ily during  a very try ing period.

Form er CpI R odger Bourne (23967921), 4 Q ueens and 2 Q ueens 1963-70 , who has resided in San 
Antonio, Texas, fo r som e years in form s me that he w ill be in UK during  July and he is looking fo rw ard  to  the 
Q ueens Regim ent reunion at Bassingbourn.

Lt-Col B.A. Ca rls ton having com ple ted his tour on the staff at the R.M.A. Sandhurst is now  w ork ing  at the 
M in istry o f Defence, Northum berland House, London W C 2. This posting  w ill a llow  him to  con tinue  as a rugby 
referee.

M ajor D onald Carson, now Head o f W in d  (makes the m ind bogle) at D u lw ich C o llege  in form s me that 
Ralph Cowan (son o f M ajor and Jill Cowan) is now a M aster at D u lw ich  Co llege. Ralph is a fine  cricke te r and 
obta ined a Blue. A ge  has taken its to ll on D onald -  he now plays go lf and um pires at hockey -1  know  the feeling.

A warm  w e lcom e to C a p t J.H. C lark, M C, 1 /7 th  Bn, w ho has been traced and attended the 1 /7 th  Bn 
Luncheon and a lso jo ined the O ffice rs ’ C lub  and the Regim ental Association .

M ajor W .G .A.(G ordon) Crum ley, recently retired and is taking up a R 0 2  appo in tm ent at W este rn  D istrict, 
Shrew sbury. O ur very best w ishes to Margaret, G ordon and family.

O u r very s incere  congra tu la tions to  C a p t B ill(W illie ) and Dorothy Fletcher who w ill be ce lebra ting  the ir 
D iam ond W e dd ing  anniversary on Thursday 29 June. H e sends his good w ishes to all D iehards and asked me 
to  mention C o l Desm ond Ellis. W illie  now in his 90 th  year, w as Q uarterm aster o f the 2/8th(1 st Bn) from  1939  to 
1945. H is o ther rank serv ice  com m enced in June 1918  and lasted until 193 9  -  all w ith  the 2nd Bn. H e was 
R O M S from  1929  to 1939. The Regim ental Associa tion  sent a bouquet and a su itab le m essage fo r  th is  happy 
occasion.

Form er Private T.G. Forester (62073 14), w ho served w ith  the 1 /7 th  Bn (Q M 's o ffice) 193 9-4 5 , in form s 
me that he has em igrated to Austra lia  and lives at East Cannington, Perth.

C apt J.P. Ham ill has obtained a NRPS Q uarterm aster Post w ith  H Q  144  Field Am bulance RAMC(V) and 
is stationed a t the Duke o f Y o rk ’s HQ , Chelsea.

It w as very n ice to receive a le tter from  Jeep Hanshaw (62032 41 ) w ho te lls  m e that he has d ifficu lty  in 
getting around as the o ld legs are not what they used to be.

M iss Pamela Harrison, the daughte r of 6 2 0 2 3 3 0  Private Edward H arrison w ho d ied in Kobe H ouse  on 
28 O ctobe r 1942, recently w ent on a Royal British  Legion and G overnm ent sponsored W a r G raves P ilgrim age 
to Hong Kong and Japan, 11 to 19 M arch 1989. She w as able to v is it her fa ther’s grave in the Yokoham a British  
C om m onw ealth W a r Cem etery and very kindly laid a poppy c ross  on behalf o f the Regim ental A ssocia tion  on 
each o f the 59  graves of Diehards in th is cemetery. Pamela a lso pho tographed each gravestone and I now  have 
cop ies w h ich  w ill be p laced in the M useum . She also v is ited Sai W an Bay Cem etery, H ong Kong. Pamela 
attended the annual reunion and show ed me the portfo lio  she had com piled  o f her visit. The album  was very 
we ll put together and is som ething she w ill treasure fo r the rest o f her life. W e ll done, w e are proud o f you.



O u r s incere  congra tu la tions to  Lt-Col R.E.(Roger) Lowans, TD, on the award of the O.B.E. He recently 
com ple ted his tour as C om m anding O ffice r 6/7th(V ) Bn The Q ueen's Regim ent and previously com manded 
B(Albuhera) C om pany at Edgware.

M rs Peggie  M orden sent me a new spaper artic le  from Jersey about the background of Capta in A lastair 
M cReady-D iarm id, w ho won the V icto ria  C ross w h ils t serving w ith  our 1 7th Battalion. A t schoo l he w as sim ply 
known as ‘Drew '. Th is  very in teresting artic le  w ill be placed in the archives of the museum.

I w as very p leased to hear from  C /S g t J.(Molly) M organ (6201818). He was hoping to be able to attend 
the reunion th is  year but his w ife  is not too well and he cou ld  not make it. He assures me he w ill try again in 1990.

Ex CpI G J.(G eorge) Newell (5247), now 93  years o f age who served w ith  the 2nd Bn 1914-19, in fo r ^ J  
me that a party of 50  friends attended his birthday celebrations. Despite his age he is a free lance 
physio therap ist handling 7 cases a week on a purely voluntary basis, and has been doing so fo r som e 60  years. 
H e is a lso a very active ang ler who is pres ident o f the Hanwell P rince o f W a les F ishing C lub  p lus the cricket 
and footba ll c lubs. He is a m em ber o f the H ounslow  Branch.

M r D.S. O 'B rien  in form s me that he is retiring from  his post as Head o f the M athem atics Departm ent at 
the Royal Hospita l School, Ipsw ich, a M in istry o f Defence Establishm ent. Dennis served w ith  the 2nd Bn 1947- 
49.

O ur congratu la tions to Ethel and Ralph O tto, S ignal Section 2/8th(1 st Bn) on celebrating 45  years of 
w edded b liss on 5 February 1989. Ralph to ld me that fo r the occasion he borrowed from  CpI Sm ith a set of 
B lues' and they have proved to be a lucky charm  as far as his marriage was concerned. Can anyone produce 

the address of CpI Sm ith. Ralph a lso wonders if anyone can rem e m be rtheshow 'S po tligh ton  Khaki’ produced 
by the Bn when stationed at Portrush, Northern Ireland.

Form er P.O .W ’s w ho w e re  in Kobe House w ill be sad to learn that our Naval doctor, Capta in John Page, 
died recently aged 81. H is patients regarded ‘Pagey’ as both a surgeon and a Saint. He suffered innum erable 
beatings from  his Japanese guards fo r refusing to agree that s ick prisoners were fit  fo r work. H is courage, 
resourcefu lness and devotion to those in his care eventually became fam ous in the cam ps, where many ow ed 
the ir lives to him.

O ur best w ishes to Frank Penman res id ing  at 3 A lbuhera C lose, Enfield, fo r a speedy recovery after a 
nasty spe ll in the local hospital.

M r A rthu r Pretlove (6 1 990 03 ) who served w ith  the 1 /7 th  Bn te lls me his fam ily were 13 strong. 9 boys 
and 4 g irls. A ll the boys w ith  the exception o f Harry w ho was a coalman, served in the forces. 4 boys were 
D iehards. Can any regim ental fam ily surpass th is  record?

I recently received a le tter from  C apt Jim Ramsbottom  w ho landed on D Day w ith the 2nd Bn. He recently 
v is ited Caen and C olle rv ille .

M ajor B. S t G.A. Reed has been elected V ice  P resident o f the Royal W arran t H o lders Associa tion  fo r
1 9 8 9 .

M r Reg W eedon, now 93  years of age, our only O ld  Contem ptib le, who served w ith the 2nd and 3rd  Bns 
o f the regim ent as a CpI, recently returned from  a Battle fie ld Tou r o f the 191 4-1 8  areas. The tour was organised 
by the L ittleham pton Tow n C ounc il fo r 20  veterans o f W orld  W a r 1 .1 have arranged to show  Reg round our 
Regim ental C hapel in S t Paul's Cathedra l on 4 July.

O u r very best w ishes to M ajor G eneral S ir John W illoug hby fo r a speedy recovery from  his recent 
operation. He is at present conva lescent at O sborne House, Isle o f W igh t.

The fo llow ing  have jo ined the regim ental association:

S g t P.H. Adam s (6205497). Served from  1940  to 1959. C, S ’ H Q  Coys, 2nd Bn and 1 st Bn A ustria  and Cyprus 
- M T  Sgt.

Private D.F. Alder, B E M (6216720). Served 1941 to 1946. C om m enced his serv ice  in 1 94 2  w ith  A Com pany 
70th(Y.S.) Bn and then drafted to the Royal Signals.

Private C.J.M. A lgar (62077 07). Served B, C  & H Q  Coys 1 /7 th  Bn 1939-45.

Private J.A. B astow  (6216630). Served 70th(Y.S.) Bn 1942. T ransferred to Royal S igna ls  and 1 Parachute 
B rigade until 1946.

Private E. Boden (62014 55). Served 2nd Bn 193 4 -3 5 ,1  st Bn 1935-46 . FEPO W  Shinagawa Cam p. S igna lle r 
in H Q  Com pany under C apt A.W.F. Peal.

CpI A.B.S. B roadbent (49395 ), 90  years. Served 1915  with 13 Royal Sussex Regim ent and from  19 1 6  to 1919  
w ith  A Com pany 25th  Bn M iddlesex Regt.

Private T(Tom) Bryant (23433 556 ). Served as a National Servicem an from  195 7-5 9  w ith  A, B, D & HQ  
C om panies 1 st Bn. O n com ple tion  of his service he jo ined H.M. D ip lom atic Service and is at p resent Deputy 
British  H igh Com m issioner, Kenya. H is grandfather served w ith  our regim ent in 1918  and his uncle was 
^ ^ a t e  W . Bryant (6 2 083 93 ) w ho served w ith  the 1 st Bn in Hong Kong and lost his life  when the L isbon M aru 
M L  torpedoed on 2 O ctobe r 1942. S uddenly  I p laced him -  I unearthed a photograph and realised he was a 
m em ber on my H Q 2 hockey team in 195 9  when w e won the com petition.

M ajor G.C. Dawson has recently been on a cru ise  w ith  the P & O ship, Sea P rincess and w ill be ca lling  at Hong 
Kong, Shanghai, Nagasaki, Pusan, Darien, T iensen and Peking.

W 0 2 (C S M ) A.F. Burre ll (61992 76). Served from  192 9  to 1952 ,1  st Bn. W as  a FE PO W  and held in Sakurajim a 
Camp, Osaka.

Private O.J. C o llins  (14671 080 ). Served w ith  4 C hesh ires 1943-44 , 2 /8 th (1 s t Bn) 194 4-4 6 , Royal S ignals
1946-47.

CpI A.A. D esborough (6201199). Served from  1 93 3  to 1946. 7th Bn and D C om pany 1 /7 th  Bn. In the 1 9 30 's  
he was a very good M iddle W e ig h t boxer w ho represented the 7th Bn in Bn and B rigade com petitions.



Private A.H.M. Egleton (23678284). Served w ith  7 MxfTA) 1958  and 1964-67  w ith  5 Queens.

L /S ergean t AJ.(Snow y) E lliott (6203546). Served w ith B Com pany 2nd Bn 193 7-4 5  and w ith B Com pany 1 st 
Bn 1 9 4 5 A 6 . H e em igrated in 1970 and now resides at O shawa, O ntario, Canada. H is brother-in-law, T.W. 
R oberts (6 2 044 26 ) is also a Diehard.

L /C p l J. Doran (6215906). Served w ith  70th(Y.S.)Bn 1941-42. Transferred Royal S igna ls until 1946. Later 
served w ith  the T A . and reached the rank o f W Q 2.

L /C p l G.A. F ickling (6209784). Served from  1939-44, w ith  6  Platoon, A Com pany 1 /7 th  Bn. He was a 
B lacksm ith  by trade and was transferred to C lass W (T) TA  Reserve on 16 June 1944  to continue w ith his t r a £

Private R.F. H ill (6852427). Served from  1940-46 . 1 / 8 th and 8 th Bn 15 Platoon M ortars D Company. H e is 
anxious to hear from  his o ld  com rades. G ive him a call on 0 30 4 -3 68356 .

Private B.V. Kellerm an (6202446). Served 1935  to  1938  w ith  B Com pany 8 th Bn, D epot M ill H ill and B 
Com pany 2nd Bn. Em bodied 1 93 9  and served w ith  S.L.I., A irbo rne  Forces, 7th Para Regim ent and 8 th  D.L.I.

Private F.J. Legge (2037545). Served A Com pany 1 /7 th  Bn 1939-44. H e w ill be very pleased to hear from  his 
old com rades. R ing him on 01 -429 -289 6 . He lives at Pinner, Mx.

Private C.G. M adge (56158 15 ). Served D evonshire Regim ent 1928-39. Em bodied in 1 93 9  and was a Sg t w ith 
1 /7 th  Bn at Dunkirk and wounded. Se rv ice  w ith the 2nd Bn fo llow ed and then posting to  the 1 st Bn in 1941. He 
became a FEPOW  and w as held in No. 3 C am p Tokyo.

C p l J.M. M cKenzie (23638 980 ). Served 1959-61, National Service, M ortar Platoon, S Com pany 1 st Bn. Now 
A ssistant Manager, Lloyds Bank, W e s t Sm ith fie ld  Branch.

W 0 2 (C S M ) J.C. Martin, MM, (22309 544). Served w ith  1 st Bn, Q ueens and Royal Engineers 1950  to 1 9 M  
Earlier th is  year su ffe red a severe s troke but is m aking a recovery.

C p l B J. M oore (23581 642). Served w ith  A Com pany 1st Bn NS 1958-60.

S g t L.G.V. M ille r (2685). He served w ith  the  1 2th Bn and A Company 1914-19 , jo in ing  the Bn when it was 
form d at M ill H ill in 1914. He is now 92  years o f age. He was serving when Private Ryder and Edwards were 
aw arded the V icto ria  Cross.

S g t W .A. Ph ipps (6200505). Served 1 93 2 -3 9  and then 1939-46 , HQ  and A Com panies 2nd Bn. H is fa the r was 
a regular so ld ier w ith  our 4th Bn in W W 1.

Private J.T. Read (23480904). Served w ith  B  C om pany 1 st Bn 1956-59. He w as a m em ber o f the Bn Boxing 
team and driver to  M ajor John Doyle and the late Lt-Col Roy Hutchings.

C p l R.G. Rogers (6209725). Served w ith  A and B  C om panies 1 /7 th  Bn 1939-46.

Capta in G.A.(George) S im m ons (496453). Served from  1948 to 1980, D and C  C om panies 1 st Bn, Depot, HQ  
& B C om panies 1 Q ueens. He was com m issioned 30 July 1973. H e lives at Sutton Valence, near M aidstone, 
Kent. I have sold him a blazer badge, not easy and I have put out som e snares, so it w ill not be long before he is in 
the net and a ttending the annual reunion.

Form er S g t Peter S tew art recently received his 'Rooty' gong (LS & G C  Medal) 10 years after leaving the 
service, hie enquired about the medal som e 3 years ago. the wheels o f o ffia ldom  move slowly.

j f e a t e  C.F. S tone (64595 74 ) w ou ld  be very in terested to hear from  anyone who served w ith  13 Platoon, D 
^ m p a n y ,  1 /7 th  Bn in North A frica  and S icily. G ive him a bell on Royston 243718 .

S g t W.R. S tone (6201 255). Served 1933-46. 2nd Bn 193 3-3 6  and 1 st Bn 1936-46. FEPO W  S ham shuipo 
Cam p Hong Kong. He was badly w ounded in the legs. O n leaving the service he served fo r 28 years w ith  the 
C o rps  of C om m iss iona ires retiring w ith the rank of Sergeant Major.

C p l M .D . T h o m a s  (6 2 1 1 9 3 2 ).  S e rv e d  1 9 4 0  to  1 9 4 6 , A C o m p a n y  2 n d  B n  1 9 4 0 - 4 5 ,1 /7 th  B n  1 9 4 5 -4 6 . W a s  M T

Tech Cpl.

Private E.R. Venison (14483 704). Served 1st Bn 1944-48.

Private J. W hittingham  (14418 659). Served A  Com pany 2/8th(1 st Bn) 194 4-4 5  and B Com pany 2nd Bn 1945- 
47.

C p l VJ. W illiam s (23965 724). Served 19 6 3 -1 9 7 0  w ith  1st Bri in Northern Ireland, Guyana, G ibra lta r and 
W arm inster.

Private J.S. W rig h t (22641 647 ). Served 1952-55 , S C om pany 1 st Bn.

W 0 2  F.M. Young (62156 54). Served 70th(YS) Bn 1941 -42. Posted to Royal S igna ls  until 1945. Re-enlisted 
as PSI w ith  T.A. -  last posting R ecru iting W arran t O ffice r at C ante rbury until m edica lly retired 1973.

OBITUARY

It is w ith  deep regret that w e have to announce the fo llow ing  have died:

BARTRAM  -  O n 10 June 1989, M ajor R ichard(D ick) Bartram, TD, aged 82 years.
D ick w as granted a T.A. C om m iss ion w ith  the 7th Bn on 28  Novem ber 1928, serving w ith  C  C om pany at 
Hornsey. W hen the 7th Bn w as converted to  tw o Bns in 1 93 9  D ick jo ined 1 /7 th  Bn. He w as w ith  the Bn 
at Dunkirk  and in 1942, jus t p rio r to Alam ein, was transferred to REME and eventually com m anded No. 1 
Tyre W orkshops at Tel-E t-Kabir Egypt. He regularly attended the 1 /7 th (1 939 -45 ) D inner C lub  func tions  
and in 1988  was Chairm an. In civ ilian life  he was w ith  the D un lopTyre  Retreading Departm ent. D ick  was 
an excellen t shot and recently presented to the m useum  his shoo ting  m edals. H e w as cham pion shot of



1 /7 th  from  1931 to 1935. He was also a life  long supporter of the O ld Albanian Club. D ick was a staunch 
D iehard and very proud o f his service w ith  the 1 /7 th  Bn. Lt-Col Derek Scott-Lowe, Lt-Col J.D. Gunnell, 
M ajor A llan C arter and M r Stan Lew is attended the funeral. The Regimental Flag draped the coffin.

BENNETT -  O n 28 January 1989, M ajor Frederic John Bennett, aged 73 years.
M ajor B ill B ennett d ied at his home in Cumbria. The orig in  of th is nick-name is not known, but he was 
always a soc iab le  and out-going person w ith a b righ t and cheerfu l personality. A fte r leaving school, Bill 
started a career in the C ity but sensing that war was in the offing, he jo ined up in the ranks o f the 1 /7 th  
M iddlesex Regiment, TA at H ighga te  in 1937. He qu ick ly  gained a com m ission and fo llow ing  m obiliation 
of the Bn at Salam anca Barracks in C o lchester, he crossed to France w ith  the 1 /7 th  in January 1940. He 
remained w ith  the Bn throughou t the early days o f the war in France and Belgium  until the Bn was 
evacuated through Dunkirk. He w as then posted to the Royal Fusiliers and, apartfrom  rejoining the 1/7 th  
fo r a short period in North A frica, he served w ith  that regim ent fo r the remainder o f the war. He suffered a 
head w ound in action w h ils t in North A frica  but made an excellent recovery. In 1946  B ill app lied fo r and 
was granted a regular com m ission in the M iddlesex Regiment, and the same year he attended the S te ji 
C o llege. A fte r a spell at regim ental duty, during  w h ich  he became a tem porary Major, he took up a 
appo in tm ent w ith  the M ilitary Secretary branch at G HO , M iddle East Land Forces in Egypt. He returned 
to the UK in 1951 and then spen t the next tw o years w ith  the Home C ounties B rigade Depot at 
Canterbury. In 195 4  B ill w as posted to the 1 st M iddlesex and jo ined the Bn in Austria  as a Com pany 
Com m ander. He remained w ith  the Bn until the move to  C yprus when he became a DAAG on the s taff o f 
H O  C yprus D is tr ic t H e cam e back to  the UK again in 195 8  to take up his last appointm ent as DAA & 
G M G at H O  C hesh ire  Area before retiring from  the Army in Decem ber 1960. Taking up civ ilian life, Bill 
then obta ined an adm in istrative appo in tm ent w ith B order Television in C arlis le  where he remained for 
several years, liv ing in the attractive village of A g lionby where he finally retired. B ill was always in terested 
in cars, particu larly qua lity cars, and possib ly his greatest de ligh t was m aking an annual m otor trip  
across Europe to G reece to vis it relations o f his charm ing w ife  Ana, whom  he married in 1951. B ill was a 
man o f many qua lities and perhaps the m ost m em orable was his happy and generous nature. There was 
always a warm  w e lcom e fo r his many friends w ho visited him at his home at Aglionby. At all tim es he was 
good com pany, and even in his la tter years when he struggled w ith a persistant heart cond ition, he 
retained his good hum oured and op tim is tic  outlook.

BRIDGE -  O n 9 June 1988, Private Kenneth A llan B ridge  (6202378), aged 67 years.
He en listed on 27 A ugust 1 93 5  as a boy so ld ie r and jo ined the Band o f the 1 st Bn in Hong Kong during 
1937. He was taken P O W  on C hris tm as Day 1941 and later moved to Japan after surviving.the sinking 
o f the L isbon Maru. O n return to UK in late 1945  he was d ischarged as m edically unfit. For the past 9 
years he has been in the  B ritish  Hom e and H ospital fo r Incurables.

B R O O KS -  O n 14 February 1989, M rs Phyllis Brooks.
Phyllis B rooks com m enced w ork ing fo rth e  Regim ental A ssociation in 1947 and carried on until retiring 
in 1963. She continued to  ass is t w ith  the adm in istration of the reunion and helped right up to 1988. Mrs 
Brooks w as know n to the  m ajority of D iehards and her passing was a sad thing fo r the regiment.

B R O W N  -  O n 13  June 1989, S g t A.T. Brown(Archie), T F /1 367 , 26531 7 and 620 5 9 7 0 , aged 91 y e a r |^ k  
A rch ie  B row n gave many years serv ice  to  the 9th Bn. Full details o f his service w ill be pub lished in ^ P  
D ecem ber isue o f the newsletter.

C LARK -  O n 5 A p ril 1988, Private W illiam  Richard S idney (G 893329), aged 89  years.
H e served w ith  the 2nd Bn from  april 1917  to January 191 9  and was taken P O W  during the battle of the 
Somm e.

ELLIOTT -  O n 25  A p ril 1989, Private Robert E llio tt (5258), aged 97 years.
Robert E llio tt served from  M arch 1916  to  O ctobe r 191 9  and was w ith  A  C om pany 25th Bn. He w as a 
surv ivor o f the m in ing of the troo psh ip  ‘Tyndareus’ o ff the coast o f C apt L’Agulhas, South A frica, on 6 
February 191 7, by the G erm an M inelayer ‘M O E W E ’. The 25th  Bn were en route Hong Kong to become 
the  garrison Bn. The 25th  Bn served in Hong Kong from  1917 to 1919  and then moved on to Siberia. He 
was a great co llec to r o f regim ental m emorabilia and about 6  m onths before his death passed his 
co llec tion  to m e fo r inc lus ion  in the archives of the museum.

ELLIO TT -  O n 22 A p ril 1989, in South  A frica, Private W illiam  J. Elliott, aged 69  years.
B ill E llio tt served w ith  the 1 /7 th  Bn from  1938  to 1946  and im m ediately a fter his d ischarge em igrated to 
South  A frica. H e visited the U.K. in 198 6  and met many of his o ld com rades.

EVANS -  O n 16 May 1988, Private C yril (Taffy) Evans (6211 208), aged 70 years.
Taffy Evans enlisted on 15 January 194 0  and served w ith  7 Platoon, B Company, 1 /7 th  Bn. In 1944  he 
was badly w ounded and had his leg amputated and he was aw arded a 1 00% disability  pension. He was 
m edically d ischarged on 7 June 1944. In civ ilian life he became a technica l storeman. Taffy and his w ife 
lived at A lbuhera C lose, Enfield. He regularly attended the 1 /7 th  Bn D inner/Luncheon at Hornsey and 
was a long standing m em ber of the regim ental association. My sincere apo logies to Bessie, his w idow , 
fo r fa iling to pub lish  th is obituary in my last newsletter. It was an unintentional oversight -  my w ife  and I 
attended the funeral and I ju s t cannot explain how th is  error occurred.

GARRETT -  O n 3 May 1989, M ajor R.G.(Peter) Garrett, TD, aged 63 years.
Peter G arrett jo ined the 7th Bn as a Lieutenant in July 1950  and became PI Com d of the 3 - in  M ortar 
Platoon. In June 1960  he w as com m anding HO  Com pany w ith the rank of Major. He w as a ded icated T.A. 
o ffice r and was highly regarded by his fe llow  o ffice rs  and the men in his company.

«O D G E  -  O n 24 A ugust 1988, W 0 2  A rthur G oodge (42679 49 ) aged 72 years.
A rthur G oodge  enlisted on 19 January 1931 into the N orthum berland Fusiliers as a boy so ld ie r jo in ing  
the C o rps  o f Drums. O n the 30  O ctobe r 1935  he transferred to the M iddlesex Regiment. I have no detals 
o f his service from  1935  to 1950. O ver the years he rose to the rank o f W 0 2  and his last posting  w as to 
the 7th Bn as PSI in 1959. H e retired on 14 June 1960.

H ILL -  O n 30  May 1989, Private Sydney Ernest H ill (61937 15 ) , aged 8 6  years.
Sydney H ill enlisted into the regim ent on 3 January 1921 and after his recru ittra in ing  jo ined the 1 st Bn at 
Dover. C ontinuous service w ith  the 1 st Bn fo llow ed -  Ireland, Germany, A ldershot, C h ina and Catterick. 
He was transferred to the Arm y Reserve 2 January 1928. During W o rld  W a r 2 he served w ith  the Royal 
Navy as a G un Layer from  1942 to 1945. A t the end o f his army service the late Lt-Col W .A. S tew art
helped him get a job  w ith  London T ransport and he stayed w ith  them fo r 40  years. H e was a keen
m em ber o f the regim ental association.

H O R R O C K S  -  O n 26  May 1989, Lady Nancy Horrocks, w idow  o f Lt-Gen S ir Brian H o rrocks w ho d ied on 4 
January 1985. The funeral w as attended by Co lone l W .D. Ellis w ho represented the regim ent and M r and 
M rs EJ. Soden.

KEND ALL -  O n 30 M arch 1989, L /C p l Alan W illiam  Kendall (20332156), aged 51 years.
Alan Kendall was a National Servicem an from  1957  to  195 9  serving w ith  the 1 st Bn in Cyprus. H e was a 
g lazier by trade and was snapped up by the Q M (myself) and jo ined the Pioneer Section. This section  of 
ded icated tradesm en m ade sure the Bn le ft C yprus w ithou t paying any barrack damages. Not easy when 
w e were leaving a new barracks at Dhekelia after a short stay when every defect was obvious. Very sad to 
see him die so young a fter his sta lw art work.

LEW IS-LLO YD -  O n 9 February 1989, The Reverend G eorge Lewis-Lloyd, MBE, aged 84  years.
He w as form erly the V ica r o f C h isw ick  C h urch  and fo r 20 years Honorary Chapla in to the 2 /1 0th Bn 
(1914-18) O ld  C om rades Association .

• DING TO N -  O n 19 June 1989, C orpora l G eorge James L iddington (L /15888), DCM, aged 9 0  years. 
He served w ith  the regim ent from  191 4  to 1923. He was aw arded the D is tingu ished C o nduct M edal on 
27 A ugust 191 9  w h ils t serving w ith  No. 1 Specia l Com pany at Koikori, Murmansk.

M ALLEN -  O n 25  November 1988, W 0 2  Joe Malian (62034 85 ) aged 6 6  years.
He com m enced his service w ith  the M iddlesex Regim ent in 193 8  but transferred to the Parachute 
R egim ent in early 1942  and fough t w ith  them in Italy, G reece and the invasion o f Southern France, fina lly 
retiring on 27 February 1959.

M ACFADDEN -  O n 30 January 1989, Co lone l Brian A rthur G ibson MacFadden, TD.
He com m anded the 9th Bn from  1953  to 1955.

M O LZ -  O n 30 A p ril 1989, C apt Frederick Elen (Freddie) Molz, aged 92  years.
Freddie passed the course at Sandhurst in January 191 6  and was posted to the 5th S.R. Bn stationed at 
Chatham. In July 191 6  he was posted to the 1 st Bn serving under Lt-Col Elgee until he was w ounded on 
23  April 191 7 at the battle of Arras. On d ischarge from  hospital and s ick  leave he jo ined the Depot at M ill 
H ill in May 1919, and after a few  weeks jo ined the 3 rd  Bn at C h ipstone  Camp, m oving w ith  the Bn to 
M aida Barracks, A ldershot and was eventually m edica lly d ischarged in 1920. In a le tter he w ro te  to me in 
June last year th is is how he described Col Elgee. “C o l Elgee was quite  a character. Tall w ith  bushy 
eyebrows, rather heavy m oustache and when he ‘choked anyone o ff,  his m oustache bristled, his eyes 
g lared and he always seem ed to b low  sparks ou t o f his pipe -  a fearsom  sight! H e never sm oked



c igare ttes w h ich  he c lass ified  as ‘Damn stationery'. Take no notice o f what these damn doctors  te ll you 
my boy. He a lso said he was a great friend o f C apt H.W.M. Paul -  who later changed his name to 
S tew ard and com m anded the 1st Bn at the fall o f Hong Kong. During W orld  W ar 2 he form ed and 
com m anded ‘N ’ G arrison of No. 11 Coy, 23 rd  M iddlesex Home Guard. He had been a m ember o f the 
M.C.C. fo r 60 years.

M O O R E -  O n 11 May 1989, Sg t Samuel Joseph (Pony) M oore (6196908), aged 83  years.
He enlisted on 9 S eptem ber 1925  and served w ith  the 1 st Bn until 1926. From 1927 to 1937 he was 
w ith  B C om pany 2nd Bn. He was then d ischarged on com ple tion o f his 1 2 years w ith  the Co lours. In 
S eptem ber 1 93 9  he was recalled and in 1941 was posted to the 1 st Bn in Hong Kong. He w as taken 
P O W  on C hris tm as Day 1941 and was held in Sham shuipo Camp, Hong Kong until repatriated to UK in 
1945. In 194 6  he was m edically d ischarged and suffered continuous ill health and was aw arded a 100% 
d isab ility  pension. A t the tim e o f his death he was blind and a m ember o f S t Dunstans. Five m onths 
before his death his leg was amputated. A  staunch m ember of the regim ental association who suffered 
so bravely fo r such a long period. The Regimental Flag draped the coffin.

M O R RISO N -  O n 18 February 1989, Private Joseph H erbert M orrison (6198906), aged 78 years.
He served from  27  M arch 192 9  to 26 March 1936  w ith the 2nd Bn. He was called up on 1 S eptem ber 
1 93 9  and was invalided out on 11 M arch 1941 after Dunkirk.

M USSETT -  O n 26 January 1989, S g t Thomas Henry M ussett (6211640), aged 71 years.
He was called up fo r service on 1 7 January 1 940  serving w ith  the 2nd Bn and the 2/8th(1 st Bn) and 
served in Northern Ireland and Germany. He was d ischarged in 1946  w ith an exemplary character.

NUNN -  O n 21 N ovem ber 1988, M iss Una Nunn.
M iss Nunn was the daughte r o f the late Major FJ. Nunn, MC, who served w ith the regim ent from  1 91 6  to
1945. He d ied on the 1 7 A ugust 1970. She always kept in touch and was a m ember o f the regimental 
association. In her w ill she bequeathed her late fathers m edals to the museum.

OVERY -  O n 18 M arch 1989, W O l(R S M ) Richard G eorge Overy, BEM, (6199260), aged 82  years.
D ick O very com m enced his service w ith  the regim ent on 2 Decem ber 1929 and served at hom e w ith  the 
2nd Bn until 22 D ecem ber 193 7  when he w as drafted to the 1 st Bn in Hong Kong. He was a popular 
member o f the 1 st Bn and enjoyed all sports  and in 193 9  was aw arded the T idbury Cup. He was taken 
P O W  on C hris tm as Day 1941 and w as a m em ber o f the group o f PO W 's being moved to Japan on the 
Libon Maru. He survived the sinking and was taken to Shanghai where he was very ill indeed. The Japs 
decided that he and 6  o thers w ere  too s ick to proceed on and w e le ft the party behind. He recovered and 
was repatriated to UK in 1945. He w as marked fit  in 1 94 6  and allow ed to re-engage to com ple te 22 years 
service. He w as posted to the 1 st Bn and prom oted to W O l (RSM) and became the firs t RSM of the re­
activated 7th Bn w h ich  w as on 1 M arch 1947. He remained w ith  th is  Bn until 1 M arch 1949 when he was 
posted to No. 8 (Basic Trade) Tra in ing  Bn REME. He retired on 1 Decem ber 1951 having com ple ted 22 
years service. In 1954  D ick jo ined the Arm y C adet Force and remained with th is organisation until 1971. 
For his outs tand ing w o rk  w ith  the A C F  he w as awarded the British Em pire Medal. He had a particu lar 
in terest in r ifle  shoo ting  and regularly and successfu lly  coached the Som erset C adets team to N a t ic ^ k  
fina ls to w in  every m ajor national trophy. He continued coach ing even a fter he had o ffic ia lly  re tire d ^T ®  
was also aw arded the Lord L ieutenant’s C ertifica te  fo r M erito rious service. O ur s incere  condo lences to 
his w idow  Evelyn and his son Norman. The son retired from  the Arm y A ir C o rps  in 1987 having attained 
the rank of Lt-Col. M ajor P. Donovan represented the regim ent at his funeral.

PEAPER -  O n 30  A ugust 1988, M r D onald C liffo rd  Peaper, aged 58 years, w ho w as the son o f CpI W.F. 
Peaper (62045 22), w ho d ied o f w ounds on 5 June 1940 w h ils t serving w ith  D Com pany 1 /7 th  Bn. 
D onald w as just 9 years o f age at the time. The 1 /7 th  Bn (1939-45) D inner C lub  made him a honorary 
m em ber and he became a regular attender at all the ir functions together w ith his w ife  and son.

P O C O C K  -  O n 26 May 1 989 , W 0 2  G eorge G oodw in  Pocock (6189323), aged 8 8  years.
He en listed at M ill H ill on 1 2 January 191 7 as a boy so ld ier and jo ined the C o rps  o f Drums. In 191 9  he 
cam e on m an’s service and served w ith  the 2nd Bn in North Russia, Egypt, S ingapore, India and China 
and on 1 2 D ecem ber w as d ischarged on term ination of his engagem ent w ith  an exemplary character. He 
was C .O ’s B u g le r on many occasions. O ne nonth later he enlisted into theT.A. and jo ined our 9th Bn w ith 
whom  he served until 1939  ris ing  to the ranko f W 0 2 . A tth e  ou tb reako f W W 2  he was em bodied serving 
in the UK only w ith  the 9th Bn M iddlesex S earch ligh t Regiment, the Depot at M ill H ill and as PSI to the 
Hom e G uard 2nd C ity  o f London (C ivil Service) Bn. He earned num erous com m endations. In retirem ent 
he lived at Sudbury, Suffo lk.

REGESTER O n 6  M arch 1989, Sgt Edwin Edgar Regester (6200492), aged 75 years.
S g t Regester served w ith  the 1 /7 th  Bn from  1939 to 1946. He was a long standing m em ber o f the 
regim ental association.

RO BIN S O N  “ O n 3 M arch 1989 C apt Q uentin Thom as(Robbie) Robinson.
He jo ined the 7th Bn at Hornsey as a Private so ld ier in M arch 1939. In June 1939 he was granted a T.A. 
Uom m ission and jo ined the 2 /7 th  Bn on the ir form ation in 1939, rem aining w ith  the Bn until June 1942. 
^m il/ve w D  u  m onths he was in hospital and on s ick leave. From February to  July 1943  he served with 

u t 11S) tin . He was posted to the 2/8th(1 st Bn) until November 1944  and he was again in hosp ita l until 
ebruary 1945. He was then posted as G S 0 3 , Liaison to the Belg ian Forces, Northern Ireland and fina lly 

d ischarged in November 1945.
In c ivilian life  he was a M aster at H ighgate School and later on the Editorial S taff of A rqosy. He was the 
son o f the A rtis t Heath Robinson.

N “  ° n 2 0  M*V 19 8 9 - Private Henry John S eam an(S /6910), aged 95  years. O ne day short o f his 96th
^  birthday. He jo ined the regim ent in 191 0  at the age o f 1 7 years and during W W 1 served w ith our 2nd Bn. 

f n t0°i 'n katt*es ° f  Mons, Loos, H ill 60 and the Somme. He expressed a w ish to be buried w ith 
fu ll m ilitary honours -  th is is not allowed, but the Casualty Departm ent of the M in istry o f Defence 
arranged fo r 1 Q ueens a tT idw orth  to supp ly a bearer party and a bugler. The Regim ental Flag draped the

® May 1 9 8 9 ' W 0 2 (C S M ) Leonard Henry Sheffie ld(Shiny) (6197361), aged 83  years.
He enlisted on 23 A ugust 1936  and in April 1927 jo ined the 2nd Bn Ch ina and then on to India in 
U c to b e r 1927 till A p ril 1931. The 2nd Bn then moved to the Sudan until Decem ber 1931 when the Bn 
reverted to Hom e Establishm ent. He did not com e home w ith  the Bn but jo ined the 1 s tB n  on the ir arrival 
in Egypt on 2 D ecem ber 1931. Service in S ingapore  and Hong Kong fo llow ed and he was se lected fo r 
posting  to the Depot in A ugust 1939. However, on arrival at the Depot he was im m ediately posted to the 
Royal Fusiliers and d ischarged from  that unit on 28 June 1942, on ceasing to fu lfil army physical 
requirem ents. H e had served fo r 15 years 31 0  days. He occup ied one o f the Regim ental hom es at 
A lbuhera C lose, Enfield, fo r many years, but a coup le  o f years ago he was taken ill and qave up his 
quarter when he cou ld  no longer look a fter himself.

TURNER -  O n 8  May 1989, M ajor W illiam  Francis (Bill) Turner, aged 69  years.
B ill jo ined the 1 0th H ussars as a T rooper on 23 January 1939. H e was w ith  B.E.F. in France and was 
evacuated from  the C herbourg  pen insular in June 1940. Service fo llow ed w ith the 1 st Arm oured 
D ivision in North A frica  as part o f the 8 th Army, attaining the rank o f S g t He was selected fo r O C TU  and 
subsequently com m iss ioned into the M iddlesex Regim ent on 4 November 1944 and seconded to the 
Royal W est A frican Frontier Force. He returned to UK in late 1946  and was posted to the D e po ta t M ill H ill 
and appointed Personnel S e lection O ffice r fo r the period 1947  to 31 A ugust 1948, when he was 
d ischarged w ith  the rank o f Major. O n 26  July 1951 B ill rejoined and w as granted a S hort S ervice 
C om m ission and rejoined the M iddlesex Regim ent as a L ieutenan t He was seconded to the G old  Coast

•  Regim ent and eventually rejoined the 1 st Bn in Austria  in 1954. He moved w ith the Bn to Cyprus and was 
d ischarged in May 195 6  on com ple tion  o f his com m ission. S hortly afterw ards he was granted a T.A. 
C om m ission serving as Cam p Com m andant of the 44 th  Independent Parachute B rigade G roup  T A 
until fina l d ischarge from  military service in 1960.
B ill Turner was a sp lendid chap and well liked and popular w ith  all ranks. H is son, John, served w ith  the 
regim ent from  196 0  to 1969, attaining the rank o f Sgt.

TYLER — O n 23 May 1989, Capta in Frederic Henry Tyler, aged 78 years.
Freddie Tyler served w ith  the 9th Bn but I have no deta ils o f his period o f service.

W AR NER -  O n 20 April 1989, C o l James A lbert W arner (62065 70). aged 72 years.
Jim W arner jo ined the 7th Brf during  April 193 8  and on m obilisation was posted to the 1 /7 th  Bn. He went 
overseas w ith  the Bn and w h ils t serving w ith  4 Platoon A Company, was badly w ounded at El Alam ein 
and suffered the loss of his le ft leg and w as subsequently invalided out in June 1944. H is Platoon 
C om m ander was Lt A llan Carter who always kept in touch w ith  him. Jim w as a good co rresponden t and 
a lways kept in touch w ith  the regim ental association.

VOLLER -  O n 6  February 1989, CpI G ordon C harles Vo lle r (3224  and 204912), aged 93 years
G eorge Vo lle r served w ith  our 1 / 8 th Bn from  1 9 1 4 -1 9 1 8 .  D uring the last few  years he m ade contact 
w ith  our H ounslow  B ranch and attended a num ber o f the ir meetings.



PEACE OVER GALLIPOLI -  1988
by Penelope Teesdale

O n a cold, very blustery day at the end o f November, under a brigh t blue sky and in brilliant sunlight, I 
stood on B righton Beach and cou ld  easily im agine how vagrant currents cou ld  have swept the cutte rs  off 
course and carried them unsuspecting ly  into the cover ringed w ith  high c liffs  that helped w rite  the name of 
G allipo li in to the history books.

From the pleasant little tow n of Canakkale I crossed the S tra it of the Dardanelles at its narrowest point, 
beckoned by the huge and im pressive plaque lying across a high tree-covered h ills ide dep ic ting  a so ld ier with 
upraised arm and the cha lleng ing w ords, “S top O  Passerby, This earth you thus tread unawares is where an 
age sank, Bow  and listen, th is  qu ie t m ound is where the heart o f a nation throbs." A small motor boat w ith  space 
fo r just four cars and a tiny cabin fo r other passengers carried us across, and in fifteen m inutes we had le ft Asia 
and landed in Europe at K ilid  Bahir, m eaning “Lock on the Sea", w ith  its im posing 15th century fo rtress at the 
w ater s edge.

A large part o f the Peninsu la is now a National Park and is very well cared for, and planted w ith  lo t^ w  
trees and p ine forests. There are 31 cem eteries, large and small, dotted about, but because o f the 
predom inance o f Austra lians and New Zea landers v is iting the area, the local travel agency concentrates its 
tours around the main po in ts o f in terest to  them.

However, as it seem ed I w as go ing to be the  only custom er on the day I p lanned to go, I to ld  the d irec to r 
and gu ide o f the agency, w ho is a lso the author o f a local book on the cam paign -  Huseyin Uluaslan, that I 
particu larly wanted to inc lude  the B ritish  sec to r at the tip  o f the Peninsula as well, and fo r a som ewhat 
exorbitant (I thought) price, he drove me around in his ow n car fo r the day but did bring along a p icn ic  basket 
packed w ith  lunch fo r us.

I had prom ised an old fam ily friend that I w ou ld  look fo r her brother's name at G allipo li who, w ith  his life, 
helped make “that part o f a fo re ign fie ld  that is forever England." I unw itting ly had no details otherthan his name, 
and I suddenly began to feel that find ing  it was going to be an im possib le  task. A fte r num erous unproductive 
phone calls m ade by Mr. Uluaslan, he said w e m ust drop  in at the K im ikli rest house no tfa r from  Anzac C ove to 
track dow n the keeper o f the key to the archive, a tiny wooden bungalow  in one part of the garden where all the 
o ffic ia l registers are kept, and fortunate ly w e were successfu l.

W ith  num bed finge rs w e both leafed through many slim  volum es w ith  so ft covers, broken dow n by 
cemetery, wh ich  are said to lis t the names o f every fallen com rade-in-arms. I was amazed at last to find the name 
o f “Lt W a lte r A lfred  Leland, 10th Bn B ed fo rdsh ire  Regt. attached 1 st Bn Royal D ublin  Fusiliers, fam ily 's name 
and address, died 4 June 1915, A ge  22," se t ou t on one of the pages in one of the volum es on the Helles 
Memorial, M em orial R eg ister No. 4.

W h ich  is the reason I w as at the toe o f the Peninsula at Cape Helles, w here the waters of the S tra it meet 
the  Aegean Sea, being nearly b low n o ff my feet by a cruel and b itter w ind, wa lking round and round the base o f 
the  tall O be lisk  that honours the B ritish  dead. Un like som e o f the other cem eteries, there are no in d iv id ^ l 
headstones here; the m onum ent is in m em ory o f those w hose remains cou ld  not be identified o r were n d ^ ^  
found, but each and every one o f the ir nam es is ind iv idually com mem orated, carved under each o f tr^ w  
regim ents on large stone sections that are p laced all a long the high w a lls that form  its square base.

So it w as that during  my search fo r W a lte r's  name, on the back wall I unexpectedly d iscovered among 
those lis ted the name o f the M iddlesex Regiment. W ith  the wa lls seem ing about ten feet high and the w ind 
tugg ing  at my arm and not having the m ost soph is tica ted lens, I am sorry that the pho tos I took lack the clarity I 
w ou ld  have liked; and having now seen the terrain and learnt the rigours of the cam paign, l am fearful that the 
regim ental m otto o f “D ie H ard" becam e a te rrib le  reality fo r those remem bered here.

A fte r going three tim es around, having m issed it tw ice , I also had a great fee ling  o f accom plishm ent 
when I eventually found  “Leland, W .A ." etched into the stone.

W e  crisscrossed  the narrow  strip  o f the Peninsula, only about 1 2 m iles at its broadest point, but we 
d id n ’t travel as fa r north as the tow n o f G a llipo li itself, w h ich  one soon realizes w as not really involved in the 
th ick  o f the battles, nor d id  w e  seem to have enough tim e to vis it all the cem eteries, wh ich , fo llow ing  the course 
o f the figh ting , are m ostly on the Aegean s ide o f the Peninsula, along its shores and on the cres ts  above.

A fte r v is iting  som e o f the Austra lian grave s ites lying peacefu lly by the sea -  the one near Brighton 
Beach w ith  the grave of John S im pson who becam e fam ous w ith  his donkeys fo r the wounded, and another at 
Ari Burnu farther a long the coast, w e drove up to the Sum m it, the h ighest po in t at 1 ,000  feet up, and the Sari

Ba ir range, and on the crests  is the New Zealand memorial at C hunuk Ba ir w here you can also see som e o f the 
reconstructed trenches and w here A taturk stood his ground, and the A nzac’s Lone Pine Cem etery w here I was 
glad to observe they had a lone pine planted inplace of the orig ina l one and so kept in tune w ith  history. A lso  at 
C h unuck Bair, near to a c liff  edge w ith the Sa lt Lake and Suvla Bay in the d istance, is a Turkish m emorial w ith  its 
five stone walls record ing the events o f that battle.

O n our way dow n on low er ground w e went to the Peninsu la ’s museum  in a large round w h ite  bu ild ing  
and I found  its contents a little sparse and d isappo in ting , except fo r the pho tographs and letters, when 
com pared to the A taturk museum  in Canakkale.

O n leaving the He lles m emorial and taking a photo of the ligh thouse m arking the entrance to  the 
Dardanelles, we sought refuge in the sm all Casino in the nearby v illage of Sedd-el-Bahr overlooking its cove on 
the S tra it fo r our lunch, and enjoyed the warm th o f the pot-bellied stove sitting  in the m iddle o f an unadorned 
square room w ith  plain tables and chairs and shared it w ith som e local inhabitants drinking the ir tea and playing 
cs ^ ls . O u r p icn ic  meal w as typ ica lly Turkish, a loaf of fresh French bread, tangy sheep’s m ilk cheese, black 
( ^ A s ,  fresh tomatoes, and Mr. U luaslan also brough t som e fresh wa lnuts g row n in his ow n garden; and the 
CcWno served us w ith  sm all g lasses o f p ip ing  hot tea.

A fte rw ards w e drove up to  the mammoth, severe, 135-foot high Turkish M em orial to  all the M artyrs 
perched on a hill overlooking the gateway to the Dardanells, and it was from  there that I had to make do w ith  just 
seeing the tall wh ite  m onum ent to the French standing fa rther inland.

O ur last stop was at the small, odd ly named Skew B ridge  Cemetery, w here there is a headstone to 
the memory o f the youngest casua lty of the cam paign, Drum m er J.A. Tow nsend of the East Lancashire R e g t 
who was killed on 18 May 1 91 5  at age 15.

A cross  the N arrows at Canakkale there is a s ister fo rtress  to K ilid Bahir s tanding guard, and high on a 
h ills ide  not far away is another enorm ous plaque, th is  tim e procla im ing “ 18 M arch 1 91 5" w h ich  
com m em orates the day the B ritish /F rench  naval attack on Canakkale was defeated; and to th is  day, that date is 
celebrated as a victory day in Canakkale every year. The Fort and its pleasant surround ing g rounds ju tting  out 
in to the S tra it is now an Arm y and Navy M useum  w ith  lo ts o f old guns on display, one dated 191 6 , and v is ito rs  
are allow ed to wa lk around freely. A t the w ater's edge is a replica o f theT urk ish  m inelayer Nusret, the hero o f the 
day, and nearby is an attractive square house w ith a co llection  o f A taturk m emorabilia, but even more, it has a 
wealth o f re lics from  the G a llipo li ba ttle fie lds (far m ore than the museum  on the Peninsula). I sat ou t on a bench 
by the water in warm sunsh ine and stared out at a peaceful scene and let my m ind w ander on how  d iffe ren t it 
was from  the tum ult o f the past.

During my vis it I was su rprised at the m agnanim ous attitude o f the Turks tow ards the vio lation o f the ir 
te rrito ry  and the grievous loss of life in flic ted  on them. There seem ed to be no lingering bitterness, as is 
epitom ized by the w o rds  o f A taturk him self in 1 93 4  w h ich  are now inscribed on a stone m onum ent erected at 
Anzac Cove:

“Those heroes that shed the ir blood and lost the ir lives . . .  You are now lying in the soil o f a friend ly

•  country. Therefore rest in peace. There is no d iffe rence  between the Johnnies and the  M ehm ets to us 
w here they lie side by s ide here in th is  country of o u rs . . .  You, the mothers, w ho sent the ir sons from  far
away coun tries w ipe  away your tears; your sons are now lying in ou r bosom  and are in peace. A fte r
having lost the ir lives on th is  land they have becom e our sons as well."

For me, there was a pastoral tranqu illity  on the Peninsula, a rem oteness even from  the hurly-burly o f 
m odern life, and a s tillness that rem inded me there are people s leeping here.

M iss Penelope Teesdale is the s ister-in-law  o f L t C o l T.W. Chattey, and  resides in N e w  York. S pace d id  
no t pe rm it the pub lica tion  o f the photographs, bu t these w ill be p laced  in the museum  archives.



REGIMENTAL GOODS

The fo llow ing  regim ental goods are availab le fo r purchase. These can be obtained by w riting  to the 
Secretary, M ajor A.E.F. W ald ron , MBE, Lynsore Bungalow , U pper Hardres, Canterbury, Kent C T4 6 EE. 
Postage and packing is included in the price. C heques o r postal o rders shou ld be made payable to the 
M iddlesex Regim ental Association .

B lazer Badges £ 6.50 each

Ice Buckets, m iniature s ide  drum  w ith 
regim ental em blazon £ 1 6 .0 0  each

Ties Regtl O ld Pattern Terylene, (Maroon 
and O ld G old) £ 2.50 each

Ties N ew  Pattern Terylene £ 2.50 each

Ties O ffrs ’ C lub  S ilk £ 5.50 each

W all P laques, M iddlesex Regim ent £ 1 3 .0 0  each

History ‘D iehards in Korea’ £ 5.00 each

C hris tm as C ards -  Steady the Drum s & Fifes £ .2 0  each

C ard 6 " x 4 ” em bossed badge 
& Regtl R ibbon £ .30 each

M iddlesex C ap badges -  not orig inals £ 2.50 each




