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ANNUAL PILGRIMAGE OF HOUNSLOW BRANCH TO LILLE AND WORLD WAR I BATTLEFIELDS

W e assem bled in the early hours of Friday m orning and moved off to catch the six a.m. ferry w h ich w o u lc ^ ^  
enable us to break new ground in our annual pilgrim age and move away from  the Somm e Area on w h ich w ^ ^  
have focussed  our attention over the last three years and to divert our in terest to  the Ypres salient w h ich  was 
the scene of fou r bloody battles, the Germ an Sp ring  offensive and the area where the firs t Territoria l Arm y units 
w ent into action in O ctobe r 1914.

A fte r a hearty breakfast on board boat we were  ready fo r our tour and on landing at Ca la is we set o ff via 
Dunkirk to v is it the Belgian sector o f the line and specifica lly  the Belgian Arm y M emorial C hapel at O U R - 
STUIVENKENJKERKE w h ich  has som e very fine  stained glass w indow s. W e fo llow ed  the dem arcation stones 
w h ich  mark the orig ina l trench lines to the Trench of Death, a reconstructed area o f trenches w h ich  was 
unfortunate ly c losed. As the w eather had turned foul and snow  was falling, w e stopped fo r co ffee  before 
proceed ing to Duxmunde, a sleepy market town m arked by the YSERTOREN a huge m emorial tow er to the 
Free Flemish. O u r route then took us on to the HO U TH H U LST FOREST, w h ich Napoleon believed to be’the key 
to  the low  countries. Here w e visited the only Belgian cem etery in the im m ediate area. The Be lg ians d id  not hold 
a sector in the salient and the graves here mark the men w ho fell when they fina lly captured the fo rest in 
Septem ber 1918. W e  now headed fo r Kerselaar (Vancouver Corner), passing en route the memorial to 
G eorges Guynem er, the French A ir Ace, w h ich  is a stork in flight. A t the crossroads rises a pilla r on w h ich  are 
the head and shou lders o f a so ld ie r resting on arms reversed, and th is  is the memorial to 2 00 0  Canadians who

lost the ir lives w h ils t hold ing the British le ft and w ere  also the rec ip ien ts  o f the firs t G erm an gas attacks.

From Vancouver C o rne r we set out fo r PASHENDALE, passing num erous cem eteries and m em orials 
before arriving about 1 p.m. W e  visited the church and saw the m emorial w indow  to the 66th  D ivision before 
retiring to a cafe to partake o f cognac, w h ils t our Q  staff o f Eagle and Raby went and purchased bread, wine, 
cheese and pate. A fte r warm ing ourselves in fron t o f a huge log fire, and now warm ed both inside and out, we 
move on to Tyne Cot, the largest B ritish  Com m onw ealth Cem etery in Europe w ith  12 ,000  graves and the 
memorial to the m issing w ith 34 ,000  names. The orig inal graves are grouped around the C ross of S acrifice  
and the other 11,500 bodies were brought in from  the surround ing battle fie lds and buried here after the 

^ a rm istice. W h ils t w e were here we spoke at length w ith one o f the gardeners w ho has been resident since 
945  but not yet lost his Devon accent. He pointed out to us num erous M iddlesex graves, and by one o f the 

^ ^ G e rm a n  B lockhouses the grave of Capt Jefferies, AIF, who lies near the spot w here he won the V ictoria  Cross. 
Before leaving John M organ laid a wreath on behalf o f the regiment, and after a belated lunch we headed fo r our 
hotel in Lille.

Saturday daw ned a not too b righ t day, co ld  but dry, and in the m orn ing w e renew ed our acquaintance 
w ith  Len A rlington, an old D iehard, before go ing to  the house w here C apt M ichael T ro tabus was shot a fter a 
gun battle w ith  the Germ ans. G ordon Young laid a wreath on behalf o f the regim ent. In the afternoon we 
paraded in W attignes to name a street a fter M arcel Fertain w ho w as a L ieut to M ichae l Tro tabus in the S.O.E. 
and we w ere entertained afterw ards at the Tow n Hall.

O n Sunday m orn ing w e again paraded to attend a cerem ony to mark the c lose  re lationship between the 
M iddlesex Regim ent and Resau Sylvestre at the C im etiere  du Sud in Lille, w here again G ordon Young laid a 
wreath on behalf o f the M iddlesex Regiment. A fte rw ards w e w ent to  the Tow n Hall w here a plaque was 
presented to John Laffin the author. As is usual at these cerem onies, w ine w as served.

A t lunchtim e w e attended a banquet w h ich  lasted to early evening and w e met many old friends and 
made som e new ones; before return ing to ou r hotel a tired but happy band. M onday w e rose late, d id  a little 
shopp ing in readiness fo r Christm as, before return ing to B lighty.

M J.W .



A BRIEF VISIT TO GIBRALTAR 
by Lieut. Colonel T.W. Chattey, OBE.

I spen t a short holiday over the C hristm as period in G ibra ltar and, of course, was able to call on 1st 
Q ueen's w ho are stationed there. Lieut. G olonel M ichael Ball, the C om m anding O fficer, m ost kindly took time 
o ff to give me a brie f tour of the barracks and tell me som ething about the cond itions fo r his troops on the Rock. 
Understandably the training fac ilities  are severely lim ited, but I was fu ll o f adm iration fo r the various schem es 
and activ ities w h ich  he and his o ffice rs  devise to keep the men fit and ready fo r any eventuality. The Battalion 
occup ies  tw o sets of barracks, both qu ite  close to each other. O ne is com paratively m odern and a lthough the 
o ther is considerably older I understand that it is m uch preferred, particu larly in the hot season. O dd ly  I have 
heard th is about m odern barracks e lsew here overseas, so it may not be so strange as it sounds. The view frorr^ 
Col. M ike 's o ffice  looking over Europa Po int and across the S tra its is really im pressive and surely m ust be one 
o f the finest from  any O rderly  Room anywhere.

A principal role fo r 1 st Q ueen 's is to  provide the cerem onia l guard on The G overnor's  residence w h ich  is 
known as The Convent, where the sm art and alert sentries are particu larly noticeable and a great c red it to the 
Battalion.

I attended the C hris tm as Eve m idn ight service at the h is toric  K ing 's  Chapel, w h ich is now the garrison 
church. The Lesson was read from  the B ib le  w h ich  was presented by A ll Ranks of The M iddlesex Regt. to 
com m em orate the ir last tour in G ibra lta r from  1 9 6 3 -6 5 . It is beautifu lly bound in red leather w ith the M iddlesex 
regim ental crest em bossed in gold leaf on the cover.

There is m uch to see and do on the Rock -  the apes and the ir legend have still a specia l fascination, and 
St. M ichae l's Cave is one o f the most spectacu lar grottoes in Europe. The fam ous Royal Naval dockyard, wh ich 
played such a vital role in both W o rld  W ars, has been c iv ilian ised but alas there appears to be only a m odicum  
of sh ip-repa iring activity now going on. However there is little  o r no unem ploym ent am ong the 20 ,000  odd 
G ibra ltarian population, and the town itse lf seemed to be th riv ing  and prosperous mainly, I understand, from  
the prom otion of off-shore banking fac ilities  and a deve loping touris t trade. Certa in ly w e found it an excellent 
p lace fo ra  short holiday, especia lly over the Christm as period. The Southport Gate and Main Street w ere gaily 
illum inated, the shops were do ing a brisk trade (mostly British  goods at British  prices), the pubs were full, and 
everyone seem ed to  be enjoying them selves immensely. Undoubtedly the re-opening o f the border w ith  Spain 
has been a great relief, and certa in ly w e were able to c ross over fo r trips into Spain w ith  little form ality. A  day 
trip  to Tangier across the S tra its gave one an idea o f the ir h is toric  im portance in so c losely linking Europe w ith 
the A frican continent. Tang ier itse lf has much o f in terest fo r the visitor, and also has a considerab le  W estern  
population w h ich dates back to the B ritish  presence there in the 1 7th century.

G ibra lta r has many bu ild ings and institu tions o f h is toric  interest, inc lud ing the handsom e G arrison 
L ibrary w h ich  dates from  1804, the Trafalgar Cem etery where som e o f those w ho died from  w ounds at the 
Battle of T rafa lgar are buried, and its really m emorable M useum  that provides a rem arkable graph ic d isp lay of! 
G ibra lta r’s history and natural history.

The Rock has been a fo rtress fo r three centuries and has undergone num erous sieges o f w h ich  there 
are many re lics in the shape o f guns, cannon and mortars. It was ceded to England in 1 713, became a colony in 
1830 and in sp ite  o f many e fforts to  d is lodge  us has remained so ever since. Clearly the G ibra ltarians are proud 
to be B ritish  and it is very obvious that they w ish to remain so. Rem inders of our naval and m ilitary effo rts  in its 
defence are to be seen everywhere. Perhaps the m ost im pressive are the G alle ries and old gun em placem ents 
w h ich  were tunnelled into the sheer and form idab le  North Face tow ards the end of the G reat S iege o f 1779-83. 
They have been b rough t to life  by the installation o f fu ll-size m odels in unifo rm s dep ic ting  the scenes and 
cond itions at the time. Today there are over 30  m iles o f tunnels under the Rock, m ost o f w h ich  were excavated 
during  and between the tw o  W o rld  W ars  and inc lude a fully equ ipped hospital which, in fact, was never used.

W h ils t w andering around the tow n I cam e across one mom ento in the form  o f a wa ll p laque w ith  an 
inscrip tion  w h ich read:-

“G od and the So ld ie rs  all men adore in tim e o f trouble
and no more, fo r when w ar is over and all th ings righted
G od is neglected and the  old so ld ie r s ligh ted.”

Sadly, today th is  still rem ains true.

DEADLY DYER’S LAST STAND

Les Dyer of Eastleigh, by the nine G reat G ods he swore, shou ld su ffe r w rong no more. By the nine Great G ods 
he swore it and names a trysting day, and D on/R 's  rode forth, north south east and w est to sum m on his array. 
Sham e on the id ling Diehard w ho lingers at his home, w h ils t Deadly and his Carrie r C rew  press on th rough fire  
and foam.

(“W ith  apo logies to Las Porsena")

On 8 February th is ye a r‘D yerforce’ assem bled at The Swan, A lton, where Jimmy Saville had arranged to 
give cover fo r Deadly to  re-enact a wartim e day som e forty years ago. A nsw ering the call to  arms were Henry 

^ ^ P a in te r ,  Sam Shawyer, Horace Love and Desm ond Ellis.

In the absence of W illie  F letcher (QM) who m ight have raised a charge, the party w as kitted ou t by the 
BBC, given an evening meal and bedded down.

Reveille at 06 0 0  hrs to 4 " snow  and the start point fo r 'B ordon ia ' crossed at 08 1 0  hrs. F irst Parade took 
place at 0 9 0 0  hrs inside a hut w ith  shouts o f ‘Shot O ne -  Take -  C u t -  Roll on' and those not yet required 
became co lder and colder, and by late m orning hypotherm ia was starting to set in. How ever Deadly 
adm in istered the kiss of life  to  O C  B Com pany w ho was then su ffic ien tly  aroused to d ispatch Dyerforce o ff on 
its m ission.

Despite the defenses put up by the Bordonia rebels, Deadly and his c rew  drove an in trepid path through 
the battle scarred dunes. By dusk it was decided to call a halt fo r a qu ick  brew  up fo r hostilities w ere not 
conc luded  until 200 0  hrs.

O n 24 February Dyerforce were summ oned to London fo rth e fin a l record ing w h ich  appeared on BBC1 
on 8 March. U nfortunately by then Deadly had le ft fo r a trip  to New Zealand, no dou b t stopp ing  o ff at The 
Ph illip ines en route.

(By our Specia l C o rrespondent 1 st (form erly 2 /8 th ) Bn The M iddlesex Regt.)

A fte r the TV show ing the fo llow ing  le tter was received by ‘Deadly’:

East Sussex 
8 M arch 1986

Dear ‘Deadly’,

Felt I m ust w rite  after wa tch ing w ith  great in terest your antics on TV. M em ories cam e flood ing  back and 
well I remem ber the M iddlesex -  w ithou t doubt a fine  body o f men.

I a lso served w ith  pride in the 15th (Scottish) D ivision and w ho e lse but the likes of us w ou ld  have fu lly 
^ k jn d e rs to o d  what took p lace at o r have even heard o f M ondrainville. C learly I recall the un flinch ing  courage 
^ P s h o w n  on so many occasions by your G unners to  the H.L.I. unit to  w h ich  I be longed in the 46 th  H igh land 

Brigade. O ne in particu lar com es to m ind and that took place at Leinsel W ood in Ho lland w here my Battalion 
had been m oved to repel a heavy Germ an coun ter attack. But fo r the steadfastness and devotion to duty o f the 
M iddlesex Support, our ow n casua lties wou ld  certa inly have been considerab ly  higher.

I am now an exiled S co t from  G lasgow  but co inc idently  it was in B righ ton I w as stationed p rio r to 
em barking fo r Norm andy, so I am not a ltogether a stranged to these parts. I in tended th is  to  be jus t a short note 
and although I cou ld  w rite  screeds -  I w o n ’t.

Let me conclude  by thanking you fo r the m emories and w ish ing you and the o ther ‘o ld so ld ie rs ’ who 
appeared w ith  you every good w ish fo r your happiness.

Your ex com rade-in-arms.

(sgd) Hugh M eldrum

CHARITIES FOR THE BENEFIT OF THE FORMER MIDDLESEX REGIMENT 
(DUKE OF CAMBRIDGE’S OWN) (TERRITORIAL ARMY) AND THE FORMER 10TH (TERRITORIAL) 

BATTALION THE Q UEEN ’S REGIMENT (MIDDLESEX)

A schem e to am algamate the existing charities o f the fo rm er Territoria l Batta lions o f the M iddlesex 
Regim ent (DCO), as regulated by the Charity C om m ission schem e of the 10 M arch 1966, and the fo rm er 10th 
(Territorial) Battalion The Q ueen 's  Regim ent (M iddlesex) was sealed by the C harity  C om m iss ioners on the 2 
Septem ber 1985.



This schem e regulates the funded and chattel charities wh ich  are held and adm in istered by trustees for 
the benefit o f the S u ccesso r Unit. The present Trustees are:-

M ajor G eneral B.P. Hughes, CB, C B E  Co-optative
C o lone l I.D. Brotherton, TD, DL Nominated
Lieut-C olonel D.E. S impson, TD  Nominated
Lieut-C olonel H.G. Hansen Nominated
Lieut-C olonel J.D. G unnell, TD  Nominated
M ajor M J. Beaumont, TD Co-optative
M ajor R.A. Hall, TD Ex-Officio
C apta in D. Harw ood Co-optative ^

C o p ies  o f the schem e may be obtained on app lica tion to  the Charity C om m iss ioners at 14 Ryder Street, 
St. Jam es’s, London, S W 1Y  6AH.

ALBUHERA SERVICE OF REMEMBRANCE

The annual A lbuhera Service o f Remem brance was held on the afternoon o f Saturday 11 May, in the 
Regim ental C hapel o f S t Paul’s Cathedral.

The C anon in Residence, The Rev Peter Ball, together w ith  the Rev G us Jones, conducted the Service. 
Brig  B.A.M. P ielow  read the Lesson. The service was again exceptionally well attended by O ld  Com rades and 
the ir fam ilies. Regretfully I have to report that the service was com ple tely spo ilt by the sound system desp ite the 
assurances received from  the Cathedra l authorities prior to the service. I have now been assured that th is w ill 
not happen again -  however, my faith and confidence in th is statem ent is very pessim istic. A lo t of wo rk goes 
into the preparation o f th is  service, preparation o f the O rder o f Service, in form ation to m em bers and it is m ost 
d isappo in ting  to  find  that on the day it was a com ple te  failure. A local church cou ld  do better. Please continue to 
support th is  m ost im portant occasion as I feel sure that in 1987 w e w ill have a really good service. Two 
cheering po in ts -  the flow ers were very good and our stalw arts on duty on the steps at the entrance to St Paul's; 
M ousy G reen dressed in the 1881 uniform  and Les P lumb and Les Loomes in the 190 2-1 4  uniform  gave 
co lour and pleasure to the proceed ings. Thankyou M, L and L.

ANNUAL REUNION

The annual reunion was held at the V ictory Services C lub, in the Carisbrooke Hall, on Saturday 11 May, 
the doos opening at 6 .30 p.m. and the bar c los ing  at 12 m idnight.

This year the reunion was exceptionally we ll attended and the num ber o f o fficers present was very 
encourag ing indeed. A lso  the num ber of M idd lesex/Q ueens members. O ur regulars led by Lt-Col Tom! 
Chattey, President, B rig  Tony Pielow, Chairm an, Co l Andrew  Man, M ajors Pat Donovan, Jimmy W ild , Taps 
Eastap, C a p t Tom M cM illan, RSM Ray Dodkins, C liff Burgess, G eorge Cooper, John Soden, Ray C lem ents, 
Paddy Ryan, Paddy Berm ingham , B ill W righ t, and so many others that I do not have the space to m ention but I 
w ill try next year. Tw o notable absentees w ho apo logised fo r the ir absence were Gen S ir John W illoug hby and 
M ajor C h ris  Lawrence. How ever a coup le  o f very we lcom e attenders were M ajor Fred G riffiths  and RSM ‘T ige r’ 
Thom. W e  had not seen them fo ra  very long tim e but I fee l sure that w e shall see them in the future. A nothe r very 
w e lcom e vis ito r was M rs Peg Reece and her daughte r Sandra, who cam e up from  Cardiff. Peg is the w idow  of 
C SM  Bert Reece, very we ll known to  the o lder m em bers o f the 1st Bn.

The V icto ry C lub  allot the Regim ental Associa tion  15 beds fo r the night. This year we used the 15 plus 
another 6. Q u ite  a num ber o f ou r o ld com rades are m embers of the V ictory C lub  and are able to  book fo r the 
n ight as a right. B reakfast on the Sunday was another review of old times. The service at the Victory C lub  is firs t 
class, the room s are good and the food excellent. The venue is central and the prices reasonable. Pass this 
in form ation to your com rades and our attendance w ill reach record levels. Another strange th ing happened, 
th is year I d id not have to s trugg le  to  get a quorum  fo r the Annual G eneral Meeting. Syd W e b b  produced the 
m usic and M ajor D ick Sm ith ran a raffle on behalf o f the M ill H ill Branch. Sadly I d id n ’t  w in th is  year.

I th ink I can say in all honesty that it was a good reunion enjoyed by all. O h dear, I nearly got a black mark 
fo r fa iling  to say that M rs Phyllis Brooks, fo r the 39th  year, was on the door, co llecting  money from  those who 
turned up w ithou t a ticket. Phyl, your presence is so much appreciated, I do not know  what I wou ld  do w ithout 
you -  see you next year.

INGLIS BARRACKS, MILL HILL

The 81 st anniversary of the arrival o f the M iddlesex Regim ent at Inglis Barracks was rem embered on 4 
April 1986, when a wreath was laid at the Regim ental W ar Memorial by M ajor R.W.J. Smith. The Depot was in 
being from  4 A p ril 1905  to 31 January 1961. The Regim ental Flag flew  over Ing lis Barracks.

ALBUHERA DAY

O n 16 May, M ajor R.W.J. Smith, MBE, Chairm an of the M ill H ill Branch, organised a wreath laying 
^ ^ ^ e re m o n y  at our Regimental W a r Memorial, Inglis Barracks, M ill Hill, in con junction  w ith the Postal C ourier 
’^P D e p o t R.E.

The Regimental Flag was fly ing proudly from  the Depot Flag Pole fo r the day.

W reaths were laid by M ajor R.W.J. Smith, MBE, on behalf of the Regim ental A ssocia tion  and by Co lone l 
D.L. Streatfie ld, Com m andant Postal C ourie r Depot R.E.

A fte r the cerem ony the Com m andant invited all present to  the O ffice rs  M ess to partake of refreshm ents 
in honour of A lbuhera Day. A gesture much appreciated by those present. 25  mem bers w ere  present includ ing 
C olone l Desmond Ellis.

9th Bn OFFICERS’ TRIENNIAL REUNION DINNER/LUNCHEON

It has been decided that in view of the fac t that the advancing age o f m em bers made the d ifficu lty  o f 
travelling and spend ing the night in London increasingly a problem  that the d inners shou ld cease and be 
replaced by an informal lunch. A cco rd ing ly  a luncheon took p lace on Thursday 8 May 1986  at the Royal 
O verseas League, London SW1 w h ich was attended by 19 o ffice rs  and one guest. C o lone l H .W .W . Gray was 
in the Cha ir and the guest was M ajor A.E.F. W aldron.

The o ffice rs  attending were:

P.J. Cundy, B.T. Davis, J.T. Dear, D.E. Dowlen, J.T. Doyle, H.W .W . Gray, H.G. Hansen, H.J. Hesketh, E. 
H owkins, A.M.H. Jones, J.T. Kemp, D.V. Littlejohn, W . M acG regor, FJ. M illard, L.F.E. N ichols, K.G. Price, J.R. 
Talbot, D.C. Tom lins, F.H. Tyler.

A  short informal speech was made by the D inner Secretary D.E. Dow len g iv ing news of those w ho were 
unable to attend fo r one reason o r another. He also hoped that the idea of a luncheon instead o f a d inner would  
be considered preferable by all concerned. This was agreed and in add ition  it was decided  that the luncheons 
w ou ld  take p lace annually at roughly the sam e tim e o f year. There  are now approxim ately 30  mem bers available 

attend, and it was hoped that those w ho unfortunate ly were prevented from  attending on th is occas ion would  
^ P m ak ie  a specia l e ffort next year.

J.T. Dear thanked D.E. Dowlen fo r m aking the arrangem ents w h ich  he said were em inently satisfactory 
and everybody departed looking fo rw ard to the next occasion w ith  even more attenders.

D.E.D.

2/8th (RESUSITATED 1ST) BN -  ANNUAL LUNCHEON

This recently form ed luncheon took place on Saturday 10 May 1986, at the V icto ry S ervices C lub, 
M arb le Arch, London, p rio r to  the A lbuhera Remem brance Service at S t Paul's Cathedra l. O ver 60  form er 
m em bers o f the battalion and som e w ith  the ir w ives who either carried them in o r carried them ou t attended. 
This year the Luncheon was not only staged fo r the M ortar Com pany but fo r all m em bers of the 1 st Bn. It wou ld  
be too long to list those attending but th is was a m eeting long overdue. Tw o cam e from  Canada and others from  
all parts o f the U.K. The visit by Brig  B.A.M. Pielow, chairm an of the Regimental Associa tion  w as much 
appreciated.

The attendance of Co l Desm ond Ellis, M ajor G eoffrey and Capta in John G errard was very encouraging. 
Co lone l Desm ond cla im ed the priv ilege of p roposing ‘The Q ueen’ and in doing so m entioned the names of one 
or tw o who had m ore recently jo ined “The Pearly G ates Po lish ing Party". In particu lar he spoke o f the hard work 
done by Roy B ishop to make th is event such a success and th is  desp ite  the m ore recent loss o f his w ife. Paul 
Francia gave a very m oving and sincere  speech w h ich  was warm ly applauded. Roy fina lly states “A fte r the do, I 
went on to v is it my daughte r and fam ily in Essex fo r a few  days and so ended a very pleasant and m emorable 
week.



SERVICE OF REMEMBRANCE -  HERMANVILLE -  6 JUNE 1986

Follow ing the B B C  TV program m e show n on Rem em brance Sunday 1985 o f the parade of 3rd  D ivision 
Veterans at Herm anville  on 6 June 1984  (the 40 th  Anniversary o f Norm andy D Day) it was learned belatedly that 
there is an annual 3rd  D ivision Cerem ony in that village on 6 June. Majors Brereton and Neve (O.C. and 2IC  D 
C om pany on 6 June 1944) dec ided to attend the 198 6  cerem ony and have provided the N ew sle tter w ith the 
fo llow ing  report.

The custom ary evening services were preceded th is year by a battlefie ld tour conducted by veteran 
o ffice rs  o f 1 st South Lancashire Regim ent who led the assault on S w ord Q ueen W hite  Beach. Lt-Col E. Jones, 
a platoon com m ander o f A  Com pany at the time, gave a graphic descrip tion  o f the actual landing ancL 
successfu l dom ination of the im m ediate area, w herein in fact is now located the 3rd  D ivision Memorial. T h a  
tou r then proceeded to the Chateau Le Landel, still scarred w ith  num erous bom b and shell scrapes, fo r a p icn ic  
lunch, after w h ich  Lt-Col Jones gave a detailed account on the ground o f 1 South Lancs experience in the ir 
e ffo rts to capture the Chateau and w oods o f La Lande w h ich  was strongly held by 21 st Panzer Division. There 
is a detailed account of th is action on pages 4 4 /4 5  o f M ajor M oberley’s book ‘2nd Bn 's Cam paign in N.W. 
Europe 6.6.44 -  7 .5 .45 ’. The South Lancs confirm ed M ajor M oberley's statem ent that fo r them th is battle 
s tands “fo r a memory far b lood ier than D ’ Day".

The evening cerem onies started w ith  the laying o f w reaths at the 3rd  D iv is ion M emorial near the Beach 
by the present G eneral C om m anding 3 rd  A rm oured D ivision, M ajor G eneral D.J. Ramsbottam, CBE, Veteran 
O ffice rs  o f 3rd  D ivision and local dignitaries. Those present then walked to the B ritish  Com m onw ealth W ar 
G raves Cem etery in Herm anville w here fu rthe r wreaths were laid. Appropria te  m usic was provided by a local 
band w h ils t a bug ler o f 1 Q ueens Lancashire Regim ent in fu ll cerem onia l dress sounded Last Post and 
Reveille. V illage ch ild ren m eanwhile w ere  p lac ing flow ers on the graves. These indeed were moving 
cerem onies, the latter in particu lar being attended by a large num ber o f the v illage residents, includ ing the 
Mayor and o ther local dignitaries.

D uring th is v is it num erous graves o f fallen colleagues were sigh ted inc lud ing those o f M ajor Passey, 
C apta in M cD ow ell and CpI Ted G reen in the Cam bes W o o d  Cem etery near where they were killed. The 
excellen t cond ition  of these cem eteries is a c red it to the W ar G raves Com m ission.

It is presum ed that som ething specia l w ill be organised by 3 rd  A rm oured D ivis ion fo r 6 June 1994. 
M ajors Brereton and Neve have ind icated the ir in tention o f being present on that occasion shou ld they be 
spared that long and still m obile! They hope that o ther m em bers of 2nd Bn who were in the cam paign w ill be of 
like mind.

HOUNSLOW BRANCH

The H ounslow  B ranch no longer meet at the T.A. Centre, Hounslow . The TAVR A ssocia tion  G reater 
London, have decided to make a charge of £ 1 6 .2 5  fo r a 3 hour meeting. This was not a viable proposition. The 
Branch com m ittee have made contact w ith  the H ounslow  B ranch of the Royal British Legion and have been 
a llow ed to use the ir prem ises at W h itton  Road, w h ich  is behind the Drill Hall. The majority of the H ounslow  
branch are mem bers of the Royal British  Legion. So ends a very long association w ith  the H ounslow  Drill Hall.

OBITUARY

f  It is w ith  deep regret that we have to announce that the fo llow ing  have died :-

AYRE -  O n 5 May 1986, M rs M argaret Ayre, w ife  o f Lt-Col G. B rin ley Ayre.
M argaret was one of the very firs t regim ental w ives to jo in  the regim ent in R endsburg in 1946  -  she was 
a very lovely person and the very epitome of w hat a so ld ie r’s w ife  shou ld be. She w ill be m issed not only 
by her ow n fam ily but also by us all. W e  all extend to Brinley, Jennifer, Susan and Patience our sincere 
condo lences on the ir very sad loss.

BUTTERFIELD -  O n 1 January 1986, fo rm er Private Edward Richard Bu tterfie ld  (64633 46), aged 67 years. 
Private Bu tterfie ld com m enced his service w ith  the Royal Fusiliers on 15 July 1939. O n 31 O ctobe r 
193 9  he was transferred to the M iddlesex Regim ent and posted to the 1 /7 th  Bn, serving in every 
cam paign until transferred to the Arm y Reserve on 25 A p ril 1946.

CH AP LIN  -  O n 9 January 1986, fo rm er W 0 2 (0 R Q M S ) Robert R ichard C hap lin  (61953 06), aged 81 years. 
Bob C haplin  com m enced his service w ith the regim ent on 6 February 1922  when he jo ined the T.A. and 
was posted to the 9th Bn. O n 6 Decem ber 192 3  he decided to becom e a regular so ld ie r and w as posted 
to the 1 st Bn. He served w ith  th is  Bn throughout his service -  Ch ina 1927, Palestine 1931, Egypt 1933, 
S ingapore 1936, Hong Kong 1937 and on C hris tm as Day 1941 was taken PO W . He survived the 
sinking of the L isbon Maru and spent his p risoner o f war period in Kobe, Japan. He was d ischarged to 
pension on 29 May 194 6  having com ple ted 22 years and 175  days co lour service. A qu ie t and 
unassum ing man w hose vast know ledge o f regulations w as a great asset to  the num erous A d jutant's 
that cam e and w ent during his long service w ith  the 1 st Bn. He w as aw arded the M erito rious Service 
Medal w ith gratuity.

ED W ARD S -  O n 12 Decem ber 1985, fo rm er W 0 2  Henry G eorge (Eddie) E dw ards (61950 56), aged 79 
years.
Eddie Edwards served w ith  D Company, 9th Bn from  192 3 -1 935 , fo llow ed  by 36  Mx RE S /L  1935-39 , 
RE M ovem ent and Contro l 1939-46, and fina lly  595  RA, TA, Honeypot Lane 194 6-5 6  w here he was 
d ischarqed on reachinq the aqe limit. Eddie was a proud and staunch D iehard who was very proud o f his

)  9 th Bn TA service.

FRECKNER -  O n 14 January 1986, fo rm er S g t A rthu r Freckner (6201858), aged 71 years.
S g t Freckner served w ith the 2nd Bn from  Septem ber 193 4  to January 1938, when he decided to 
transfer to the Royal N orthum berland Fusiliers. He was taken P O W  in S ingapore  on 15 February 1942 
w h ils t w ith  the RNF and on 15 February 1950  was m edica lly d ischarged.

FREEMAN -  O n 7 D ecem ber 1985, fo rm er Sg t Bernard FreemN (62099 32 ) aged 67  years.
Bernard Freeman was called up fo r service on 15 S eptem ber 1 93 9  and a fter recru it tra in ing  at M ill H ill 
was posted to the 2 /7 th  Bn. in 194 0  jo in ing  C  Company. He then served w ith  the 2 /7 th  until 
dem obilisa tion  during  January 1946.

G ARDNER -  O n 10 February 1986, fo rm er Private Ernest G ardner (S R /7150), aged 91 years.
Ernie G ardner w as an O ld C ontem tib le  w ho orig ina lly en listed in the 5th (Specia l Reserve) Bn pre 1914. 
He w as w ith the 2nd Bn when they w ent to France in 1914  rem aining w ith  th is  Bn until the end o f the war.

GRAY -  O n 7 May 1986, fo rm er S g t A lexander G ray (62001 73), aged 73 years.
S g t G ray served w ith  the regim ent from  7 A ugust 1931 to 17 S eptem ber 19 4 2  and then transferred to 
the Arm y C atering C orps. He was m edica lly d ischarged on 3 January 1943.

GREY -  O n 30 M arch 1986, M ajor Harold Hylton Grey, TD, aged 74  years.
Harold G rey served w ith  the 9th Bn and w as w ith  the 42 9  S earch ligh t C om pany in the late 1 930 's . He 
became A d jutant to the late Lt-Col Kenyon and held th is  appointm ent until the end o f the war.



HALE -  O n 24 M arch 1986, W 0 2 (R Q M S ) Percy Hale (6193713), aged 81 years.
Percy Hale enlisted in to the Regim ent on 6 January 1921 and a fter his initial tra in ing jo ined the 1 st Bn 
then on the Rhine. C ontinuous service w ith  the 1 st Bn fo llow ed , hom e service at A ldershot, Ch ina 1927, 
Palestine 1931, Egypt 1933, S ingapore  1936, Hong Kong 1937, and taken P O W  on C hris tm as Day 
1941. H e survived the s inking o f the L isbon Maru and spen t his PO W  days in Kobe, Japan. It was the 
custom  in pre-war days to spend long periods o f service w ith  one Bn. Percy spen t the majority o f his 
S ervice in the O rderly  Room finally becom ing O RQ M S. In 1940  he was appointed ROMS, the 
Q uarterm aster being the late M ajor B ob  G uscott. He was very keen on all types o f shooting, rifle, pistol, 
etc., representing the 1 st Bn in shotting com petitions over a long period and his trophy cab inet bears 
w itness to his prowess. He won the coveted Steers C u p  in 193 8  and 1939. In 193 5  Percy marriecW^ 
Rhoda Crouch the daughter o f fo rm er RO M S ‘Dasher’ C rouch . Sadly he was d ischarged on 6 J u n ^ B  
1946, fa iling to  fu lfill the physical requirem ents of the Army. H is prisoner o f war days having taken its toll.
O n leaving the service Percy obtained em ploym ent w ith  the British  Launderers Research Association , 
situated next to  Inglis Barracks, M ill Hill. O ver the years he suffe red badly w ith  the ailm ents he contracted 
in Japan but desp ite  th is he never lost his cheerfu lness. The last tw o years of his life were spent at 4 
A lbuhera C lose w here he was very happy indeed. As an old friend (we w orked together in the O rderly 
Room) and Secretary I cou ld  easily pay him a visit and d rink his Sherry.
H is funeral at Enfield was attended by M ajor & M rs W ald ron , M r Cub itt, Mr & M iss Daniels, M r Franklin,
M r Matthews, Mr Mellor, M r & M rs Penman and Mr & M rs Poole. O u r s incere  condo lences to  Rhoda and 
son Robin.
He was aw arded the M erito rious M edal w ith  gratuity.

HARRISON -  O n 3 April 1986, fo rm er Drum m er James John Tim othy Harrison (L /1 0457), aged 94  years. 
Tim(Slash) Harrison en listed on 25 S eptem ber 1905, and after a brie f spell w ith  the 4th Bn, served the 
who le  of his service w ith  the 3rd  Bn in South A frica, Ch ina and India, p rio r to com ing home from 
C aw npore to jo in the BEF in 1915. He w as d ischarged on 31 M arch 1920. A fte r his d ischarge he was 
em ployed as a cond ucto r on the London Tram ways and became a well known and popular character in 
the Finchley area.

HENDRY -  O n 1 M arch 1986, Capta in A lexander M itche ll Hendry, aged 75 years.
Alex Hendry was com m issioned into the regim ent on 30  S eptem ber 1939, serving at the Depot, M ill Hill, 
until January 1940, when he was posted to  the 8th Bn. H e went w ith  th is  Bn to France during  May 1940 
and was evacuated from  Dunkirk. In 1944  he transferred to the Royal A rtillery and went to France on D +
1 w ith  an Anti A ircra ft Regim ent fo r the Norm andy landings. He was a C hartered Accountant by 
profession and was closely associated w ith  the late Ken H ardcastle  in the City. He served on the Merton 
D is tric t Council, was a local J.P., and w as well known fo r his socia l we lfare wo rk in the W im b ledon  area. 
Alex was a keen go lfe r and was a m em ber o f the R and A. He was Capta in of Royal W im b ledon  G o lf C lub 
in 1975. Lt-Col T.W . Chattey was am ongst the many m ourners w ho attended his funeral at S t Mary’^ ^  
Parish Church, W im bledon, on 7 March.

JONES -  O n 12 M arch 1986, C o lone l W .H.V. (Turlie) Jones, CBE, aged 88  years.
Co lone l Jones w as com m issioned into the regim ent on 16 A ugust 1916, retiring on 1 2 June 1952. He 
spen t som e years w ith  the 2nd Bn and fo r a long period was a S ta ff O ffice r w ith  M ovement Control.

K ING STO N -  O n 28 A ugust 1985, fo rm er Private Edgar K ingston (96961), aged 85 years, in the BLESM A 
Hom e at B lackpool.
Edgar K ingston enlisted in to the regim ent on 19 May 1917 and jo ined the 2nd Bn. He was taken PO W  by 
the G erm ans in France on 24 A p ril 1918, a fter being badly w ounded in both legs. The G erm ans 
am putated his le ft leg, subsequently repatriating him to UK on 24 O ctobe r 1918. He was m edically 
d ischarged on 31 July 19 1 9  and aw arded a 100% d isab ility  pension. M r K ingston devoted the rest of his 
life to  helping others, m ostly the d isabled. H e founded the Royal B ritish  Legion Northam pton branch in 
1925  and in 1940  the BLESM A branch and was the ir chairm an. He also served on the Voluntary 
Services com m ittees and also W a r Pensions. A tru ly caring and rem arkable Diehard.

LEE -  O n 16 January 1986, fo rm er Private A lbert Lee (G /49202 ), aged 93  years.
Bert Lee was the last surv ivor of the m ining o f the troopsh ip  ‘Tyndareus’ o ff the coast of C apt L’Agulhas, 
South  Africa, on 6 February 1917, by the Germ an m ine layer‘M oew e’. The 25th  Bn w ere  en route to Hong 
Kong to becom e the garrison battalion. The 25th  Bn later moved on the S iberia. A fte r the war Bert was 
em ployed by the Com m onw ealth  W a r G raves com m ission in France, his home being at R ichebourg. 
Tw o m onths prior to  his death he sent me a photograph o f the Tyndareus and a new spaper cutting 
relating the episode.

LOVE -  O n 31 May 1986, form er Private Horace Love, aged 70 years.
Horace Love was a pre-war Territoria l so ld ie r and com m enced the war w ith  the 2 /7 th  Bn, fo llow ed by a 
short period w ith  the Rifle Brigade. W hen the S upport G roups w ere  form ed he jo ined the 1 st Bn and was 
posted to 8 platoon o f B Com pany as a carrie r driver. The com pany was com m anded by Major W .D. Ellis. 
Just a few  m onths previously he had appeared on the TV program m e com pered by Jimmy Saville as a 
mem ber o f Deadly Dyer's secret army.
The funeral was attended by Co lone l Desm ond Ellis, Deadly Dyer and Sam Shawyer.

M cD O N ALD  -  O n 6 May 1986, form er Private Law rence M cDonald (62021 61), aged 66  years.
Lawrence M cDonald enlisted as a boy so ld ier on 21 M arch 1935, jo in ing  the Band o f the 2nd Bn. A tth e  

|  end of 1938 he was posted to the Band o f the 1 st Bn where he became a mem ber of the Bn Boxing team.
*  In early 194 0  he was posted to the Depot and later served w ith  the 70th Bn 1941 -42. From 1 94 2 -4 8  he

served w ith  the Palestine Po lice and from  194 9-7 4  w ith  the M etropo litan Police. He had bought a ticke t 
to attend the reunion but sadly died suddenly three days p rio r to the meeting. He was em ployed as Head 
Porter at a b lock of flats in G rosvenor Square, Mayfair.

M ORETO N -  O n 25  A ugust 1985, fo rm er S g t A lbert Edward Moreton, MM, (62001 87), aged 72 years. 
A lbert M oreton enlisted into the regim ent on 21 A ugust 1931 and served until 11 A p ril 1938, when he 
was transferred to  the Reserve. He was called up on 2 S eptem ber 19 3 9  and on 5 S eptem ber jo ined the 
Royal W est Kent Regim ent w ith whom he remained until April 1941. H e was then posted to the 1 st Bn 
Princess Lou ise's Kensington Regim ent and w h ils t serving w ith  them was aw arded the M ilitary M edal 
fo r exceptional bravery. He was d ischarged on 6 February 1946.

NO LD A -  O n 31 M arch 1986, M rs Joan Nolda, aged 66 years, w idow  of co lonel D.C.L. Nolda, who died on 20 
November 1983.
Maj Gen S ir John W illoughby, KBE, CB, and M ajor and M rs J.W. Doyle attended the funeral.

PERRY -  ON 10 April 1986, fo rm er C /S g t Thom as G eorge (Nobby) Perry (62003 51), aged 74 years.
Nobby Perry enlisted into the regim ent on 1 6 Decem ber 1931. He jo ined the 1 st Bn in Egypt 1933, 
S ingapore  1936  and Hong Kong 1937. He le ft Hong Kong in 1941 on a specia l draft but ended up in UK 
in February 1942. He went to NW E on 1 7 June 194 4  but I have been unable to find  w ith  whom  -  maybe 
som e brainy reader w ill kindly tell me. He did not return to UK until 13 February 1947. In 1951 he 
proceeded to Japan as a re inforcem ent serving in Korea from  2 M arch to 13  A ugust 1951. Service in 
Hong Kong, Austria, C yprus and BAO R followed. In O ctobe r his days w ith  the 1 s t Bn were over being 
posted to ERE in S ingapore  and then to the Hook o f H o lland and on 9 Novem ber 1967  was finally 
d ischarged having com ple ted 35  years and 329  days co lour service. H e was in possession o f the 
fo llow ing  m edals -  MSM, LS&GC, 1939-45  Star, France & G erm any Star, W ar M edal 1939-45 , Korea 
Medal, United Nations Medal, C o ronation M edal 1953, G SM  w /c la sp  Cyprus, p lus a C om m ander in 
C h ie fs  certificate. O n leaving the service Nobby obtained em ploym ent as Porter at C h ris tchu rch  

I  Co llege, O xford University, from  1967-79. He became a very popular figu re  w ith  the s taff and students. 
H isfunera l took place at C h ris tchu rch  Cathedra l on 18 April. C apta in M ichael B rock  w ho served w ith  the 
2 /7 th  Bn during  193 9-4 5  and is now Pro-Vice C hance llo r of O xford University and W arden o f N uffie ld 
C o llege  very k indly represented the regim ent a tthe  funeral. The regim ental flag draped the coffin . Nobby 
was a very popular character in the Bn, a good boxer who never gave up, often a best loser, but a survivor. 
O ur s incere  condo lences to M rs Perry and son M ichael. The obituary may be long but then he served 
longer than most.

PORTER -  O n 8 A p ril 1986, fo rm er Private A lfred  W illiam  Porter (490650), aged 92 years.
In Pensioner Porter was adm itted to the Royal H ospital C helsea on 8 June 1981. Sadly he spen t m ost of 
his tim e in the Royal Hospita l Infirmary. He served in the reg im entfrom  28  August 1914  until 18 January 
1919. As Secretary I v is ited him annually and got to  know him qu ite  well.

PRINGLE -  O n 5 June 1986, M rs Ruby Sarah Pringle, aged 8 4  years, w idow  o f Lt-Col W .E. Pringle, M C, TD, 
DL, JP, w ho died on 23 O ctobe r 1977. M ajor R. Bartram  represented the regim ent at the funeral.

RAE -  O n 27 April 1986, fo rm er C /S g t Henry W illiam  Rae, aged 64 years.
Henry enlisted into the Royal S igna ls  in 1939  and then served w ith 1 st A irbo rne  D ivisional S igna ls  when 
he was taken in to captiv ity at Arnhem. He spen t the rem aining period of the w ar as a P O W  in 
Czechoslavakia before being m arched back to G erm any ahead of the R ussian advance. W hen the T.A. 
was reform ed Henry jo ined S Com pany 11 th Para Bn (8th Mx) at H ouns low  and so becam e a Diehard. 
He was a C /S g t w ith the 8th Bn and on am algamation transferred to 5 Mx under C o l Ian Bro therton and 
then to 10 Q ueens on the reorganisation o f the T.A. when he retired a fter 21 years. In civ ilian life  he



worked for C o ca  C o la  Southern Bottlers as Benqueting Manager. He was very popular amongst the 
local community of R ichm ond where he lived. The regiment was represented at his funeral by Lt-Col P J . 
Hall, O BE , Major S .LJ. Henshaw, TD, Capt M.J. Doran, TD, and his many com rades from the Hounslow  
Branch.

M.J.W.

R ED H EA D  -  O n  29 July 1985, former Private Arthur Thomas Redhead (6204960), aged 66  years.
Arthur Redhead served with the 1 /8 th Bn during the 1939-45 conflict. He  com m enced his service with 
D Com pany but was transferred to A  Company. He was a good pianist and a popular member of the 
company. -

R O B IN SO N  -  O n  8 Decem ber 1985, former Sgt James Rob inson (6198310), aged 78 years. ^
Jim Rob inson enlisted on 22 February 1928 and served with D Company, 2nd Bn, in Madras and Sudan. 
In 1931 he was posted to C  Company 1 st Bn, and served in Egypt, Palestine, Egypt and Singapore. He 
was transferred to the Army Reserve on 30 July 1937.

R U S H  -  O n  17th January, peacefully at Hammersmith Hospital, former Sgt. Charles Austin Rush aged 91 
years.
Charlie  Rush started work in 1909 at a firm of Solicitors in L inco lns Inn and was for some thirty years 
their Managing Clerk. He retired in 1960.

He joined the regiment in 1914 at Pound Lane, W illesden and later went to the 2/10th Bn when it was 
raised at Stamford Brcrok. After training, the battalion embarked H M T  Huntsgreen (ex German SS  
Derfflinger), and sailed to fight at Gallipo li thence to the Egypt and Palastine Campaigns. He was 
wounded at the battle for a monastery at Deir Ibn Obied, a battle of which he was very proud, telling the 
writer on more than one occasion, that B Coy 2/10th Bn had the unique distinction of being the only 
single company specia lly named in General Allenbys Despatches of 18 September 1918, it read:-

“In the meantime the enemy had delivered attacks against various points held by the 53rd Division 
east of Jerusalem. O n  the extreme right at Deir Ibn Obeid, a company of M iddlesex troops was 
surrounded by 700 Turks, supported by mountain artillery. Although without artillery support it 
offered most gallant resistance, holding out till relief came on the morning of the 28th". (December 
1 9 1 7 )

In W orld  W ar II he joined the Loca l Defence Volunteers which later became 10th M iddlesex BN  Home 
Guard.

Charlie  Rush was a founder member of the 2/10 th Bn O C A . They first met on the first Friday in every 
month at the Shepherds Bush Empire (now B B C  TV) to see the show  and have a pint afterwards. He was 
their Secretary until 1929, tw ice their President and remained on the Committee till his death.

A t the Church where Charlie  had worsh ipped for 50 years, St. Dunstan with St. Thomas, East Acton, M  
Service of Thanksgiving was conducted by the V icar the Rev. John Morgan. The Regimental Association 
was represented by Mr. A.D. Scudam ore O B E  (Scudy) the President of the 2/10th BN  O C A . The Vicar of 
S t  N icholas with S t  Mary Magdalene C h isw ick  the Rev. Patrick Tuff and Honorary Chaplin to the 2/10th 
BN  O C A  attended the service as did Mr. Reg Fordham and Mr. Donald W oodbridge  Honorary Member 
and Friend of 2/10th respectively. Charlie Rush was interred in the family grave at Kensal Green 
Cemetery.

A  batchelor, Unc le  Charlie  supported his sisters family when their father died in 1927. H e  leaves a family 
o f thirty-eight nieces, nephews, great and great great, all of whom he looked after like a father.

DAH

SILLS  -  O n  2 April 1986, former C S M  A.E. (Whipper) S ills  (6199181), aged 73 years.
W h ippe r S ills  com m enced his service with the 7th Bn in 1931 and during the 1939-45 war served with 
the 1 /7th Bn and was at Dunkirk. During the Korean W ar he was called up for service and was with the 
G losters. He was also a member of the North W est Sector of Greater London Cadets and gave them his 
full support. W h ippe r was always cheerful and full of fun. He played the ‘B ig Drum ’ and ‘the spoons ’. In 
civilian life he served on the Buses (LPTB) and later as a commissionaire for a firm of City Solicitors. One 
of the partners attended the funeral. Colone l Desmond Ellis represented the Regiment at the funeral and 
read the So ld ie rs ’ Prayer after the Chapla ins address. The Cadets were represented by the current C S M  
of the N.W. Sector.

S T ILLW E LL  -  On 25 Decem ber 1985, former Sgt Horatio Frederick (Ray) Stillwell (6211385), aged 67 years. 
Ray Stillwell was called up for service on 15 January 1940 and posted to the 2nd Bn. He became 
Company C lerk to C  Company. H e  went with the 2nd Bn to N W E  and later became the Education Sgt. 
He was a long standing and generous member of the Regimental Association. He left the army on 24 
May 1946.

S T O N E  -  On 20 January 1986, former Sgt Joseph Alfred (Alf) Stone (6584906), aged 73 years.
A lf Stone enlisted at M ill H ill on 28 May 1931 and served in U.K. until 1933 when he joined the 1 st Bn in 
Egypt, fo llowed by service in S ingapore and Hong Kong. He left Hong Kong with a specia l draft in early 
1941 and arrived in UK on 4 February 1942. Service in U.K. followed until he joined the 2nd Bn in 

f Palestine November 1947 and returning home in early 1948 for the amalgamation of the 1 st and 2nd 
Bns. He later joined the 1 stBn  in Austria in 1953 but returned to UK in 1955 fo rd ischargeon  completion 
of 22  years service.

SU TTO N  -  O n  17 March 1986, former CpI Kenneth Sutton (21124794), aged 58 years.
Ken Sutton com m enced his service on 8 September with the East Surrey Regiment. On 8 September 
1950 he was posted to our 1 st Bn then in Hong Kong. He went with the 1 st Bn to Korea and whilst 
serving with B  Com pany was severely wounded and evacuated to hospital. On 8 May 1952 he was 
medically d ischarged with a 100% disability pension. H e  never complained and although confined to a 
wheel chair was always cheerful and trying to do something for others. In 1969 he met and married 
Valerie whose wonderful care and attention made life bearable. W ith the aid of Valerie he was able to 
attend most reunions and he was a great morale booster to us all. A s  Secretary I had the greatest 
admiration for his courage and his energy and determination to overcome his handicap and live a full life. 
Bob G ilbertson and Stan Reynolds attended the funeral and the regimental flag draped the coffin. The 
service was conducted by a personal friend with whom Ken had served on several local committees. 
O ur sincere condo lences to Valerie with a very big thankyou from the regiment.

W HITING  -  On 10 September 1985, Lt-Col Frederick Bertram (Blanco) W hiting (P/53761), aged 77 years. 
Colone l B lanco W hiting com m enced his service on 18 January 1927 serving in the ranks o f the Life 
Guards until 31 August 1932. On 1 September 1932 he was granted a Regular Com m ission as 2nd 
Lieutenant in the M iddlesex Regiment and posted to the 2nd Bn. In July 1933 he was posted to the 1 st Bn 
in Egypt and during March 1936 was seconded to the Malay Regiment with whom he served until 
February 1942. On 11 February 1942 he was appointed D AA G  2 Echelon British T roops Java. He was 
taken P O W  during March 1943 until final repatriation to UK during August 1945. Th is  was fo llowed by 
service with 26 M G TC , February -  Novem ber 1946, Malay Regiment until Decem ber 1949 and finally 
the Sh ips Staff Pool until May 1956. He retired on 29 Jun 1956. On retirement he moved to Californ ia 
where he taught English and Literature in the San Rafael Military Academ y and was Headmaster for 
several years. The Academ y was a minute Sandhurst. Later he was Head of Jam eson Hall in San Rafael, 

i a private Co-Ed school. He always had a great raport with young people.

HARDWICK MEMORIAL APPEAL

During the Second W orld W ar Hardw ick Park, near Chesterfie ld in Derbyshire, was the Depot and 
Schoo l of Airborne Forces from 1941 -1946. Here in 1941 the early p ioneers of A irborne Forces formerly the 
first Parachute Brigades and subsequently volunteers from all C o rp s  and Regiments were selected and 
subsequently trained for both Parachute and G lider units. Many thousands of men who proudly wore The Red 
Beret passed through these grounds.

A  memorial is to be erected at Hardw ick Park to commemorate the Airborne Forces early beginnings. 
Contributions, however small, from all those involved in this history and especia lly from O ld  Com rades would 
be welcomed. Cheques should be made payable to “The Parachute Regimental Fund (for Hardw ick Memorial) 
and forwarded to Colone l E.A.J. Gardener, Regimental Headquarters, The Parachute Regiment, Browning 
Barracks, Aldershot, Hants.

ADDRESSES

Can anyone help with the follow ing add resses?

Major R.E. Orr, M C, (My last newsletter came back ‘Gone  away') 
Major R.B. Moberly
Private Eric Griffiths, A  Coy 1 Mx, Korea.



JORROCKS’ -  A Memorial

Abbey walls echo the praise,
In music grand and word profound 
O f G od  who gave us such a man 
To honour and to emulate.

Red-tabbed generals, simple men 
Ponder on the loss of one 
W hose  humble faith and courage 
W orked to stem an evil tide.

T ies of scarlet and of gold 
Catch the glint of winter sun,
Reflecting that this hero held 
P lace  unique in Regiment.

Sorrow, pain were clear to see,
But hopefulness was there too,
That such talents, so well used,
Merited G od 's  just reward.

Tears were se lfish s igns that we 
Had lost so fine a spirit,
One, for us, in war and peace,
Epitome of honour.

Brooding quickly turned to pride,
Know ing that we had been touched
By greatness rarely ever
Met in mankind’s earthly span.

May S ir Brian’s legacy 
Be example we will match,
Hum anise our every day.
Requ iescat in pace!

J.R. Doyle, L tCo l., T.D., K.C.S.G., B.A.
Qoundam  C.O . 9th Bn. Middx. Regt., T.A.

BOOKS 0

Co lone l A.G. (Tony) Hewitt, who was the Adjutant o f the 1 st Bn at the fall of Hong Kong on 25 Decem ber 
1941, is the author of a book titled “Bridge with Three Men". The book is due to be published on 28 August 
1986 and the price will probably be £9.95.

The story describes how on Christm as Day in 1941 Japanese fo rces marched into the city of Hong Kong 
after a fierce battle. Large areas of Southern China, including the City of Canton, were already overrun by the 
Japanese, who had been waging war in the country since 1937. Captain Hewitt was taken to a prisoner-of-war 
cam p from which, after a short time, he managed to scape with a British army medical officer and a New 
Zealand p ilo t Together the three escapers crossed the New  Territory and into Japanese-occupied China, 
where they were attacked by bandits, narrowly avoided recapture by the Japanese, and met up with a band of 
Com m unist guerrillas who took them to their cam p in the mountains. There they d ispensed rudimentary 
medical aid and military training, and in return were overwhelmed with joyful hospitality. The Communists 
agreed to escort the three men by night on punish ing cross-country marches to the safety of Ch inese 
Nationalist lines.

From there their journey through to the British military m ission in Kukong -  by s low  riverboat and a 
charcoal burning truck that careered madly across precipitous mountain passes -  took on the dreamlike 
quality of a ch ildhood holiday adventure. The appalling poverty and the devastation caused by Japanese 
bombing which they encountered on the way were offset by a beguiling peace of mind that overcame them in 
the uninhibited life that swallowed them up and set them free. But the fun had to com e to an end, and the 
manner of that ending is almost as bizarre as their amazing adventures in reaching their destination.

Co lone l Tony Hewitt retired from the Army in 1967 is now dom iciled in Oueensland, Australia.

REGIMENTAL GOODS

The following regimental goods are available for purchase. These  can be obtained by writing to the 
Secretary, Major A.E.F. Waldron, MBE, Lynsore Bungalow, Upper Hardres, Canterbury, Kent. C T4  6 EE. 
Posting and packing is included in the price :

Badges Blazer, M iddlesex £ 6.00 each

Ice Buckets, miniature side drum with regimental emblazon £11.50 each

G lass, W hisky tumbler engraved M iddlesex Regiment badge £5.00 each

T ies Regtl O ld  Pattern Terylene (Maroon and O ld  Gold) £ 2.00 each

T ies Regtl New  Pattern Terylene £ 2.00 each

T ies O ffice rs ’ C lu b  silk £4.50 each

W all P laques M iddlesex £11.60 each

History ‘Diehards in Korea’ £5.00 each

Christm as Cards Steady the Drums and Fifes £  .20 each

M iddlesex Regiment Cap  Badges -  not originals £1.50 each

Museum Brochure £  .50 each

A SPECIAL M ESSAGE TO ALL MEMBERS

Enclosed with your newsletter you will find a copy of our Museum Brochure and two cop ies of the 
Regimental Christm as Card with matching crested envelopes.

I have taken the liberty of sending these items in order to let you know what they look like. In these days of 
having no regimental depot or headquarters it is the only way that I can advertise the regiment's wares. I feel 
sure that you will accept and excuse my rudeness in the spirit of the object that I am trying to achieve.

The crunch is now com ing -  will you please send me a £ 1  to cover the costs o f these items or if you so 
w ish add the £1 to your subscriptions. You can, of course, send the items back and tell me to ?  ?

The Christm as Card is a dual purpose card, i.e. blank inside and can be used for your w ords or a short 
letter. Many members now have the habit o f corresponding once a year via the Christm as Card.

A s  Secretary, I am on my knees, my hands are clasped together, and I rely on you all not to let me down.

A M A JO R  W A Y ?



J IM ’LL  FIX IT P R O G R A M M E  -  F E B  1986

Reading from left to right:- 
“B " Coy 1 M x Carrier Crew:- 

L /C p l Horace Love -  Pte  (Deadly) Dyer (lying down) -  Pte Sam Sawyer -  Sg t Henry Painter. 
Bottom right hand corner -  back to camera -  head only:-

O .C .'B ’ C oy 1 M x  Major Desm ond Ellis.
Reinacting scene, 1944 

Caption -  Ellis: “Don't you know there's a war on.”




