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D ied 4 January 1985, aged 89  years



Lieutenant General Sir Brian Horrocks, KCB, KBE, DSO, MC.

Brian G wynne H orrocks known in his Regim ent as Jock, but by the w ide r c irc le  who served in the 
Second W orld  W ar as Jorrocks, was one of those exceptional leaders w ith  an ability  to inspire even in the most 
hopeless circum stances. To those w ho served under him during  the Retreat to D unkirk  in May 1 94 0  this 
quality was magical.

The long story of his life  is one of trium ph over one adversity a fter ano ther inc lud ing  the loss o f his 
daughter, the ir only child, in trag ic  c ircum stances.

Born in 189 5  the son of Co lone l S ir W illiam  Horrocks, a d is tingu ished o ffice r o f the Royal Arm y Medical 
^ C o r p s ,  he entered the Royal M ilitary C o llege  Sandhurst, from  Uppingham , in O c tobe r 191 2, passing ou t in 
^ ^ v u g u s t  1914; and on general m obilisation he reported fo r duty w ith  the 6th Battalion the M iddlesex Regiment, 

th is  being one o f the old M ilitia batta lions designated as a Tra in ing and H o ld ing battalion. W ith in  a fo rtn igh t 
and still only 18 he set out at the head o f 95  reservists com pris ing the ‘F irst R e inforcem ent' fo r the 1st 
Battalion already in France w ith the British Expeditionary Force, jo in ing  the batta lion during  the Retreat from  
Mons.

A fte r the battle o f the A isne and at the beg inning o f the First battle o f Ypres his platoon w ere surrounded 
by the enemy and he was so severely wounded in the stom ach as to have been at f irs t le ft as dead. Eventually 
he reached a Germ an m ilitary hospital in Lille. W h ile  still scarcely able to  w a lk he w as judged fit to be m oved to 
a regular Prisoner of W ar Cam p in Germany, but it was only a fter som e m onths in the cam p hospital and as the 
result of the exceptional skill and care o f a Canadian M edica l O fficer, that he was su ffic ien tly  recovered to  jo in 
the other prisoners in the Com pound. Because o f his severe w ounds he was early detailed fo r transfer to 
neutral Ho lland under an International Red C ross agreem ent. But though th is  w ou ld  have given him 
com parative freedom  and an opportun ity  to com ple te his recovery, it wou ld  have involved g iv ing parole and 
surrendering  all chances of rejoining his Regiment. Instead he jo ined that elite brotherhood of prisoners who 
spent every waking m om ent endeavouring to escape, soon becom ing a regular v is ito r to the notorious Fort 
Z orndo rf Custrin , a pun ishm ent cam p fo r habitual escapers and inevitably a university fo r the techn iques of 
escape. Here, because he was at f irs t the youngest m em ber o f the fam ous Escaping C lub  he became 
affectionate ly known by his fe llow  m iscreants as T h e  Pup’ o r T h e  Puppy'.

Unlike C o ld itz  o f the Second W orld  W ar prisoners norm ally served a set sentence then to be returned 
to a regular camp, and, though escape was virtually im possib le , a variety o f techn iques were deve loped to 
speed the ir return by causing the C om m andant and S ta ff to pray to see the last o f them. O ne o f these gam bits 
attributed to H orrocks was the acqu is ition  from  a fe llow  prisoner of a series o f m iniature life  like p ic tures o f a 
sub ject calculated to cause great offence. These were reserved fo r use during  solitary confinem ent to be hung 
over the spy hole on the inside o f the cell door fo r the benefit o f inqu is itive  warders.

W hen at last in Novem ber 1918  A rm istice  was signed H o rrocks was undergo ing yet another sentence 
solitary confinem ent fo r the m ost recent of his many escapes, having been recaptured w ith in  s igh t o f the 

^ ^ u t c h  Frontier five hundred yards away a fter a lone journey of tw o hundred miles. These years o f 
im prisonm ent and the end less m onths of privation in pun ishm ent ce lls  had le ft its m ark and twenty tw o years 
later in May 1940, when M ontgom ery's 3rd  D ivision were figh ting  w ith  the ir backs to the sea near Dunkirk, he 
confided that he w ou ld  never let h im self be captured again.

Back in England and still only 22 years old, the frustra tions o f the past fou r years and his pent up 
nervous energy made a run o f the mill life  intolerable. Part o f his im prisonm ent had been spen t confined in a 
room w ith one other B ritish  O ffice r and fifty Russians and so, when at the end o f 1 91 8  the W ar O ffice  
appealed fo r volunteers, w ith a know ledge of Russian, to jo in a m ission to  aid the W h ite  Russians Arm ies in 
the ir s trugg le  aga inst the Bolsheviks, he app lied at once. Instead there fore  o f re jo in ing the M iddlesex 
Regim ent in January 1919 he set sail fo r V ladivostok fo r one o f tw o m ilitary m iss ions w ith  the task o f training 
and re-equipping W h ite  Russian fo rces in danger of being driven out of S iberia  by the Red Arm ies. O n arrival 
his firs t task was, w ith  a team of fourteen British  O ffice rs and a p latoon of B ritish  so ld iers, to  escort a train o f 
twenty seven wagons of shells to the tow n of O m sk just over 3 0 0 0  m iles distant, eventually arriv ing on 20 May. 
H o rrock 's  fina l destination was Ekaterinburg, now Sverdlovsk, som e 80 0  m iles fu rther W est, w here he was to 
take over as Second-in-Com m and o f a tra in ing schoo l to  form  an A ng lo  R ussian Brigade.

How ever before th is B rigade went into action the British Government, w ith  good reason, though t better 
o f th is  enterprise, and, w h ile  m ost British  O ffice rs  departed H o rrocks and G eorge Hayes, later to com mand 
3rd  D ivision, stayed on to act as Liaison O ffice rs  w ith the First S iberian Arm y in w hat had by then becom e a 

^ ra p id ly  deteriorating m ilitary s ituation. By O ctobe r the W h ite  A rm ies had been fo rced  back 700  m iles to  Omsk, 
^ p h e  fron t co llapsed and the British  m ission w as recalled. The party le ft O m sk on 13 Novem ber but on 7 January 

after six w eeks of retreat they were overtaken by the Red Arm y and again H o rrocks was a prisoner of war, 
though not im m ediately sub ject to  the rigours o f a prison camp. A lm ost at once  he fe ll victim  to  a typhus



epidem ic and fo r a w eek lay unconscious in a local hospital. H is life  was saved by the constant attention of 
G eorge Hayes w ho had refused to leave him. A t length the local Com m ittees gave instructions fo r them both to 
be repatriated via V ladivostok and they fina lly le ft on the firs t stage of the ir journey on 18 March. But there were 
delays and coun ter orders and on 12 June they were turned about, and six weeks later they arrived in M oscow  
3 ,500  m iles away, th is tim e to jo in 45 7  prisoners in an established prison cam p w ith in  the w a lls o f the 
e rstw h ile  Ivanoffsky M onastery w here prison fare was s low  starvation. Here his life was saved by a Madame 
C harpentie r and her tw o daughters running a French organisation in M oscow  to help feed destitute 
fore igners.

Eventually e ighteen m onths after he had firs t arrived in V ladivostok, on 29 O ctobe r 1920, fo llow ing  an 
exchange o f prisoners agreement, he crossed the fron tie r into Finland and freedom .

He rejoined his old battalion, the First Battalion, then a part o f the British Arm y o f the Rhine, r e tu r n in ^ ^  
w ith  them fo r a brief spell in A p ril 1921, then to S ilesia to supervise the plebiscite , and fina lly return ing with 
them to jo in  F irst G uards B rigade in Aldershot.

It does not seem possib le  that a fter su ffe ring  such wounds, tw o spe lls  o f im prisonm ent to ta lling five 
years accom panied by m alnutrition and the experience o f typhus, that anyone could com ple te ly recover his 
health, and w hether o r not H orrocks did w ill never be known, but in 1924 he won the British Pentathlon 
C ham pionsh ip  and subsequently represented G reat Brita in in the 1924  O lym p ic Games.

In January 1927  he was appointed Ad jutant to  the 9th Battalion The M iddlesex Regim ent Territoria l 
Arm y and from  thence he never lost his deep a ffection and respect fo r th is m agnificent battalion.

He m arried Nancy B rook K itchen, an accom plished artist in 192 8  and the ir daughte r was born the 
fo llow ing  year.

In 1931 he attended the Staff C o llege Cam berley and at the end o f the tw o year course he was 
appointed to the M ilitary S ecretary’s B ranch in the W ar O ffice. Two years later cam e the appointm ent of 
Brigade M ajor to the 5th Infantry B rigade where he d is tingu ished h im self su ffic ien tly  subsequently to be 
recalled as an Instructo r at the S ta ff C o llege Camberley, becom ing C h ie f Instructor on the outbreak o f war.

W hen the news reached H orrocks early in the m orn ing o f 10 May 1940  o f the Germ an army’s invasion 
of Ho lland and Be lg ium  he w as due to  take com m and o f the 2nd Battalion, w ith  the British Expeditionary 
Force, in tw o w eeks time. W ith in  tw o hours he was on the road to Southam pton, reaching the 2nd Battalion at 
Louvain east o f B russe ls  on 13  May by a series o f ‘h itch-h ikes’ arriving unannounced in a truck at battalion 
H eadquarters ju s t ou ts ide  the town. Plans fo r the Expeditionary Forces advance into Belgium  had of course 
been s tud ied at the S taff C o lle ge  and, trave lling via every headquarters in the descend ing chain o f com mand, 
he em erged, fu lly  in form ed o f the state o f affairs, from behind a map board o f a size only to  be found at Staff 
C o lleges. The G erm an artillery preparation fo r the ir main attack aga inst the 3rd  D iv is ion position on the line o f 
the River Dyle at Louvain, was in progress and H orrocks firs t w o rds  as he s tepped out o f his veh ic le  w ere  ‘h o ^ ^  
n ice to  hear the guns again'. A lthough as a M achine G un Battalion, the com panies and platoons were s p re e ^ ®  
ou t along the w ho le  fron t o f the D ivisional front, H orrocks im m ediately set ou t to v is it every position o ccu p ie d " 
by his men. The batta lion had been tem porarily  under the very able com m and of M ajor Reid, but had previously 
been com m anded by Co lone l Haydon who had been prom oted to com mand o f a B rigade -  C o lone l Haydon 
was an exceptionally fine  tra iner who had driven the battalion hard to perfection and tim e and tim e again during 
the ensu ing engagem ents, H o rrocks was to pay tribu te  to what he called th is extraordinary batta lions ability  to 
achieve the virtua lly im possib le , and never to  fail him.

Heavy G erm an a ttacks on 14 and 15 May were repulsed, those on the 15th only after coun ter attacks. 
The 1 6th was com parative ly quiet, but a break through by Panzer D iv is ions in the A rdennes on the British 
Expeditionary Forces righ t flank, and the w ithdraw al of Belgian forces on the le ft flank m ade the position on the 
River Dyle untenable, and that n igh t 3rd D ivision w ithd rew  to the w estern bank o f the River Dendre som e 25 
m iles w est o f B russels, and through  positions held by the British 4th D ivision on the general line o f Brussels. 
The effects  o f lack o f s leep w ere  beg inn ing to be a facto r and a forecast of a 48  hours period in the reserve 
position induced a w idespread inclina tion  fo r m ost to lie dow n where they stood. However before anyone had 
a chance to  take o ff equ ipm ent H o rrocks ordered com panies im m ediately to reconno itre positions covering 
the app roaches to the river. The speed o f the G erm an advance beyond the A rdennes necessita ted the 
im m edia te w ithdraw al o f 4 th D iv is ion the fo llow ing  day and the Battalion were ordered to defend all river 
cross ing s  w ith in  tw o  hours. The fron t was so w ide  that sing le m achine guns were sited on the ir own, and part 
o f Battalion H eadquarters covering  one bridge. C on tact was soon made w ith enemy patrols a long the river 
line and bridges w ere blown.

D uring the n igh t orders were  issued fo r a fu rthe r retirement the next day. The Belgian Arm y w ere facin 
fearfu l d ifficu lties  and ow ing to d ifficu lties  o f lia ison w ith  them on his left, M ontgom ery decided to form  a

com posite  flank-guard under the com m and of H o rrocks consis ting  o f the 2nd and 1 /8 th  Batta lions The 
M iddlesex Regiment, tw o batteries 20th Anti Tank Regim ent and the Bren C a rrie r Platoon o f 1 st Batta lion the 
L inco lnsh ire  Regiment. It was the sure handling o f th is flank-guard under enemy pressure  that began the long 
partnership o f M ontgom ery and Horrocks, fo r they had not met before Louvain, a few  days before.

Thereafter the retreat continued to the line of the River Escaut and then to Roubaix. Then fo llow ed a 
success ion o f hazardous m anoeuvres to establish a continuous bridgehead defence w ithou t w h ich  the bulk 
o f the B ritish  Expeditionary Force could never have em barked from  Dunkirk.

The extensive canal system favoured delaying tactics and the 2nd B a tta lion 's m obility  was dep loyed to 
lim its in a race northwards to reach canal cross ings  firs t and defend them until re lieved by R ifle battalions, 

^ ^ a m o u s  names like Ypres and Poperinghe appeared on s ignposts in the n ight and m ore than once opposing 
sides reached a bridge at the sam e time.

As had been his practice  from  the m om ent o f his arrival, th roughou t these increasing ly  d ifficu lt 
situations H orrocks som ehow com bined com m and with being w ith  his men, invariably bursting  w ith  optim ism  
and encouragem ent. By 28 May the Regim ents m achine guns were in tegrated w ith  3rd  D iv is ions batta lions 
positions along the canal passing through Furnes near the coast. The Be lgian Arm y laid dow n the ir arms. By 
30th  Germ an artillery had begun shelling heavily and cou ld  be seen registering the sand dunes and beaches 
to the rear.

It was accep ted that if the main evacuation from  Dunkirk w as to continue 3rd  D ivision m ight have to hold 
fast to its pos itions until over-run. Though the skies were c loud less the sea was too rough fo r any lift o ff open 
beaches.

On the m orn ing o f 31 May H orrocks returned from  D ivis ional H eadquarters w ith orders tha tthe  D ivision 
wou ld  abandon its positions during  the early hours o f the fo llow ing  m orn ing and attem pt to embark. He 
explained that M ontgom ery had orig inally decided that the M idlesex Regim ents guns shou ld be pu lled  out 
first, but that he had agreed to his plan that the ‘D iehards’ shou ld have the honour o f being the last to  leave. In 
the event every one o f the Regim ents com plem ent o f 48  V ickers M achine G uns w ith  am m unition were 
brought back to the beaches between La Panne and Dunkirk. A t m idday H o rrocks received o rders to  take 
com m and o f 11 th Infantry B rigade in 4th D ivision w h ich  he brough t back to  England the fo llow ing  day, and 
M ajor Reid resumed com m and o f the battalion.

A fo rtn igh t later he was given com m and o f 9th Infantry B rigade a part o f 3rd  D ivision, again under 
M ontgom ery’s command, and already fu lly re-equipped and preparing to return to France to rejoin the Battle  of 
France. The speed of the Germ an advance pre-em pted th is endeavour and 9th Infantry B rigade w as soon 
manning the Sussex coastline in the neighbourhood o f Brigh ton aga inst th is threat o f invasion from  the 
C hannel Ports already in Germ an hands. Perhaps som ewhere a record survives o f H o rrock ’s add ress  to  the 
B rig h to n  Town C ouncil. The e ffect was e lectric  and, a lm ost before he had fin ished, flood lig h ts  from  the 

• r e c o u r t s  o f theatres and cinem as w ere on their way to the sea front, w here  the backs o f luxury beach chalets 
w e re  being prepared fo r the entry o f anti tank and m achine guns; a lthough the prospect that he o ffered o f 
lasting fam e fo r B righton as the tow n that bore the brunt of invasion le ft som e though tfu l faces.

In January 1941 H orrocks was appointed Brigad ie r General S ta ff at Eastern C om m and and six m onths 
later he took com m and of 44th  (Hom e Counties) D ivision in Kent, fo llow ed  in the fo llow ing  M arch by com m and 
o f 9th Arm oured D ivis ion in the Northam pton area.

In the late sum m er o f 194 2  M ontgom ery flew  out to Egypt to take com m and o f the 8th Army. He had 
every reason to be particu larly carefu l in the selection o f his team fo r on the eve o f his departure he had to ld  his 
staff at Reigate, a little unw isely it was thought at the time, ‘I cannot tell you w here I am go ing lest I am shot dow n 
over the Carpathians, but I am going to pit my w its  aga inst a Field Marshal, and no dou b t the best man w ill w in.’

On 15 A ugust H orrocks was ordered to report to the W a r O ffice  w ithou t delay, and th irty  six hours later 
was on the way to the com m and o f 13th C o rps  in 8th Army. A lthough the tu rn ing po in t o f th is  N orth African 
cam paign belongs to A u ch in leck ’s dec is ion  to stand and figh t at El A lam ein, the tactica l turn o f the tide  was 
w ith  the decis ive  defeat of Romm els assault, mainly aga inst H o rrock ’s C o rp s  ho ld ing the ridge  at Alam Haifa.

Then fo llow ed the Battle of El A lam ein during wh ich  13th C o rps  main role was to m islead the enemy into 
believing that its attack constitu ted the main effort. By 11 Novem ber the Axis fo rces  w ere out of Egypt, and 
Tobruk recaptured by 13th. H o rrocks was then given com m and o f 10th C o rps  w h ich  had taken a leadinq part 
at El Alamein.

•  In Novem ber 1942  a very considerab le  A llied  force, w h ich included B ritish  First Army, landed w ith  the 
^ ^ u r p o s e  o f capturing  the ports o f Casablanca, O ran and A lg ie rs  and then to advance on Tunis. The 8th Arm y’s 

advance aga inst the retreating A frika C o rps  continued well into the N ew  Year of 1943. T ripo li w as taken and



by 20 M arch the attack on the form idab le  Mareth Line had opened. A fte r three days of heavy figh ting  the enemy 
w ere fo rced  to w ithd raw  w ith  heavy loss, especia lly in armour, as the result o f a w ide  flanking m ovem ent by 
H o rrock ’s 10th  C orps, w h ich  included the New Zealand D ivision, and involved a detour of 150 miles.

The attack by the New Zea landers and advance to El Hamma by 1 st Arm oured D ivision carried out by 
m oonligh t remains a m odel o f audacity. This operation resulted in the taking o f 700 0  prisoners.

Hard figh ting  continued and by Ap ril 8th Arm y were in daily contact w ith the Am erican Forces and 1 st 
B ritish  Army. Though the end o f th is North A frican cam paign was approaching it seemed that heavy casualties 
were inevitable and it appeared that an attack from  1 st Arm y would  be less costly. G eneral C rocker, a form er 
M iddlesex O fficer, com m anding 9th C o rps  in 1 st Army, had been wounded and Alexander, the C o m m a n d e i^ ^  
in-Chief, o rdered H o rrocks  to detach 4th Indian D ivision and 7th Arm oured D ivision and 201 st G u a rd ^ B  
B rigade from  10th  C o rps  and take them to 9th C orps wh ich he would  then com m and fo r an assault on 1 st 
A rm y's fron t to  capture  Tunis. The attack went in on 6 May and at 4 p.m. on the 7th a report cam e through that 
the tow n had fallen. By 13 May som e 21 7,600 G erm ans and Italians had surrendered.

Preparations fo r the assau lt in S ic ily  and fo r the landing on the Italian mainland in the vic in ity o f Salerno 
were  we ll advanced. For the assau lt on the beaches at Salerno it had been decided that H orrocks and 10th 
C o rps  w o u ld  jo in  5th U.S. Army. A  new form  o f sm oke screen had been devised as a part o f the air defence 
plan aga inst the G erm an A ir Force.

A t the beg inn ing of June H orrocks went to Bizerta to  watch 46th  D ivision carry out a fu ll scale rehearsal 
fo r the assau lt on the Salerno beaches. W h ile  watching the effectiveness of the sm oke screen drifting  over the 
tow n a low  fly ing  G erm an figh te r suddenly em erged from  the sm oke w ith  all its guns blazing and H orrocks was 
very serious ly  w ounded, a bu lle t entering his lungs p iercing his stom ach and in testines and em erging at the 
base o f his spine.

A fte r th ree m onths in an Am erican H ospital an Am erican aircra ft flew  Horrocks back to England and he 
was taken to the Cam bridge  M ilitary Hospital, A ldershot, where a fu rthe r six major operations were carried out.
In all he spen t fourteen m onths a lternating between the Cam bridge H ospital and the Som erley C onvalescent 
Hom e at R ingw ood in H am pshire. He never recovered from  these wounds; but som ehow  by the end o f July 
194 4  he had persuaded a m edical board to pass him fit  and on 1 A ugust a te lephone call from  the W ar O ffice  
in form ed him that M ontgom ery ’s personal a ircraft was on its way back from  Norm andy to fe tch  him to take 
com m and o f 30 th  C o rps  the next day. He arrived in tim e to com mand the break-out from  the Norm andy 
bridgehead.

A lthough  during  the fo llow ing  weeks spe lls  o f fever and much pain frequently prevented him from 
leaving his caravan he continued to inspire his subord inates and in particu lar to  be am ongst his leading 
troops.

Sheer determ ination and in tense nervous energy drove him on, though fo r a brief in terlude M o n tg o m a « ^  
fe lt ob liged  to save him from  h im se lf by taking him back to his own headquarters.

He w as a llow ed to return shortly a fter his 43 rd  D ivision had crossed the River Seine be low  Paris at 
Vernon.

Then fo llow ed  30 th  C o rps  advance and the capture in tact o f the bridges over the River Som m e at 
Am iens and then across  the Belgian fron tie r liberating B russe ls on 3 Septem ber, w here H orrocks is still 
rem em bered w ith  gra titude  (As a Freeman o f the City). H is C o rps  then drove on to  capture the port o f A n tw erp 
before the G erm ans w ere able to carry out the ir extensive dem olition plans.

O n 11 S e ptem ber H o rrocks  received orders fo r his advance on Arnhem to link up w ith  1st British 
A irbo rne  D ivision, know n by its code name ‘M arket G arden'.

The story  o f 30 th  C o rps  drive to jo in  w ith firs tly  101 st U.S. A irborne Division, and then 82nd U.S. 
A irbo rne  Division, and fina lly  the unsuccessfu l attem pt to reach 1 st B ritish A irborne D ivision at Arnhem  in time 
has been set ou t e lsew here and responsib ility  fo r fa ilure has been attributed w ith hindsight, and often lack of 
d iscrim ination . By 7 February, as a pre lude to the fo rc ing  o f a c ross ing over the Rhine, preparations fo r what 
became know n as the R e ichsw ald Battle w ere  com plete. For 30th  C o rps  under the com m and o f the Canadian 
Arm y H Q  th is  proved to  ba a hard s logg ing m atch aga inst exceptionally strong defences made more 
fo rm idab le  by a thaw  and system atic flood ing, and it was not until 10 M arch that the w est bank of the Rhine was 
secured.

The battle o f the Rh ine C ross ing  opened on 23 March, 30 th  C o rps  having reverted to the com m and o ^  
2nd British  Army. A fte r artille ry bom bardm ent from  5 p.m. the firs t crossing began at 9 p.m. By 9.04 the B la d ^ p  
W atch  had success fu lly  c rossed and held the bridgehead against heavy coun ter attacks. O n 3 A p ril the only 
bridge  over the R iver Ems was captured in tact in sp ite  o f it being fu lly  prepared fo r dem olition and heavily

defended.

30th  C o rps  assault on Brem em  was opened on 24 April and on 5 May H o rrocks  accep ted the surrender 
o f all fo rces  in Northern Germany.

Returning from  G ermany in the late Autum n o f 1945, he took com m and of W estern  Com m and at 
C heste r at the beginning of 1946, but unfortunate ly what shou ld have been a rew arding and enjoyable 
appointm ent was marred by those continuous attacks o f fever accom panied by pain and s ickness that had 
dogged him throughout the cam paign in Northern Europe.

In 1948  cam e his appointm ent as C om m ander-in-C hief o f the British  Arm y o f the Rhine. But not very 
^ jo n g  previously he had undergone yet another operation, and after a short period as C om m ander-in-C hief 
^ ^ c u r r e n t  s ickness fo rced him to accep t m edical advice to hand over his com m and. A fte r a years s ick  leave a 

m edical board was unable to  pass him as fit  fo r service and he w as consequently invalided out o f the service.

W ith in  tw o weeks he received the appointm ent o f G entlem an Usher o f the B lack Rod in the H ouse of 
Lords w h ich  he held w ith  d is tinction  till 1963.

C oncurren tly he w rote regularly fo r Kem sley Newspapers and later he becam e a nationally popular 
figu re  in the tw o te levision series produced by the British B roadcasting Corporation, ‘Men in Ba ttle ’ and 
‘Famous R egim ents’.

In his extraordinary faculty o f b ring ing fam ous battles to life  he show ed to m illions o f v iew ers m uch o f 
the m agic o f the brilliant C o rps  Comm ander, the luc id  explanations, the in fectious enthusiasm  and the ability  
to hold his aud ience by the drive and sing leness of m ind o f his personality.

He show ed him self an accom plished author, pub lish ing in 197 4  his autobiography ‘A  fu ll life ’ and in 
1977  ‘C o rps  Comm ander'.

Latterly he successfu lly  entered the business w o rld  becom ing P resident of the E lection ic  Rentals 
A ssociation and a D irector of Bovis.

In fu ll retirem ent he found relaxation and m uch enjoym ent in sa iling but his last years were a continu ing 
struggle aga inst persistent sickness.

There w ill be much sadness that one who was always, in so many ways, still ‘The Puppy’, has now gone, 
and our thoughts go ou t to his w idow , who was beside him these long years and watched over him at the end.

The Service o f Thanksgiv ing fo r the life  o f S ir Brian H o rrocks was held in W estm ins te r Abbey on 26 
February. This was attended by Lady H orocks and her family, and it was a m om entous occasion in the history 
o f our Regim ent in that the m ost illus trious mem ber of our Regim ent in m odern tim es has been 
com m em orated in the coun try 's m ost fam ous place of hom age -  an honour w h ich is accorded to the very few.

This S ervice was orig ina lly planned by us, as m uch earlier w e had been in form ed by the M in is try  of 
^ R f e n c e  that all arrangem ents fo r such a S ervice w ould be the responsib ility  o f the Regim ental Association . 

However, when the Army Board cam e to  hear o f our in tentions the Ad ju tant G eneral persona lly contacted 
Colone l Chattey to  suggest, in view o f S ir B rian ’s trem endous popularity and standing throughou t the Army 
and indeed the country as a whole, and therefore the large num bers from  all wa lks o f society and from  all parts 
o f the country who would  w ish to attend, that the resources o f his D irectorate in the M O D  be made availab le to 
handle the adm in istrative arrangem ents. In the event the A d jutant G eneral’s fo recast was abso lute ly right 
because the Abbey was filled  alm ost to capacity, and proudly over 3 0 0  of S ir B rian ’s com rades in our 
Regim ental Associa tion  journeyed from  far and near to attend.

H.M. The Q ueen sent her representative and the Secretary o f State fo r De fence represented the Prime 
M inister. Am ong the large congregation were tw o Am bassadors, fou r Field M arshals, seven G enera ls and 
many d is tingu ished personages from  all three o f the Arm ed Services, from  both H ouses o f Parliam ent, and 
from  civ ilian occupations inc lud ing  the many charities w ith  w h ich  S ir Brian was associated. The Dean of 
W estm inste r Abbey, the Very Rev. Dr. Edmond Carpenter, o ffic ia ted and w as ass is ted by the Precen tor and 
Sacris t o f the Abbey, the Rev. Alan Luff. The Dean read the B idd ing w h ich  recalled S ir B rian 's  exceptional 
flair, in laid s trengths and m ercurial personality, and the Precentor lead the Prayers w h ich  included the 
M iddlesex Regim ental Co llect. Field M arshal S ir Edwin Bramall, C h ie f o f the D e fence Staff, read the firs t 
Lesson and S ir Denis Hamilton, Chairm an o f Reuters, read the second Lesson. The Rt. Rev. V ic to r Pike, 
form erly Chapla in G eneral to the Forces, gave a m ost moving A ddress recalling the s tandards of excellence in 
all S ir B rian ’s endeavours and S ir H uw  W he ldon  o f the B B C  made a specia l reading o f an extract from  ‘G od

Snows' by M illie  Louise Haskins. The orders and decora tions o f S ir Brian w ere  borne to the Sacrarium  by 
rigad ier B.H. M arciandi, and C o lone l I.R. Burrows, both o f the M iddlesex Regim ent. The Rev. Trevor Beeson, 
Canon in Residence and Chapla in to the Speaker o f the House o f Com m ons, led specia l prayers fo r all the



w ork of Parliam ent and rem em bering S ir B rian 's notable tim e as G entlem an Usher o f the B lack Rod. The 
m usic was played by Harry Bicket, O rgan is t of W estm inste r Abbey, and the cho irs  rendered an Anthem. A t the 
specia l request o f Lady Horrocks, the cover sheet o f the O rde r o f Service included the verse ‘I w ould be true ’ 
by H ow ard A. W alter.

Tru ly th is  was a very m oving and d ign ified  service, and it is a matter of im m ense pride that S ir Brian has 
been rem em bered by so many in such a d is tinguished manner.

A fte rw ards the A d jutant General w ro te  to Co l Chattey expressing his appreciation fo r the Service and 
kindly fo rw ard ing  cop ies o f le tters sent by the National Chairman of the Belgium  Federation Nationale des 
A nc iens  Com battants and from  the M in is ter fo rth e  Brusse ls Region. Both letters underlined the warm th o f the 
Belg ian fee ling  that remains as a result o f the British part in the liberation o f Belgium  in W W II and in p a r t ic u lq ^ ^  
the very specia l p lace held in the heart o f the Belgian people fo r G eneral S ir Brian Horrocks as C om m ander o ^ ^  
30 C o rps  during  the 1944  cam paign w h ich  liberated their country.

»

FO RECA ST OF EVENTS 1985 - 1986

1985
3 Sep

4 O ct

12 O ct

13 O ct

> 9 Nov

10 Nov

Regimental G o lf M eeting -  North Hants G o lf C lub.

2 /7 th  Bn Annual D inner at the V icto ry Services C lub, Seym our St, London W 2.

O ueen’s Regim ent Past & Present W O s and Sgts D inner at Depot The O ueen 's D ivision, 
Bassingbourn .

Regimental A ssociation C hurch Parade w ith  the C helsea Pensioners at Royal H ospital 
Chelsea.

C erem ony at Field o f Rem embrance, W estm ins te r 10.30 a.m.

Rem em brance Day Service at Inglis Barracks, M ill Hill, at 10 a.m. fo llow ed  by Reunion 
at TA  Centre, Edgware.

7th Bn Remem brance Service and wreath laying cerem ony at C hurch o f S t Mary and 
S t G eorge, M usw ell Hill, a t 10 .20  a.m.

2 /1 0th Bn R em em brance Day Service at S t N icholas Church, C h isw ick, at 3 p.m.
1986
19 A p r 2 /1 0th Bn Annual Luncheon at V icto ry Services C lub, Seym our St, London W 2.

26 A p r 1 /7 th  Bn (1939-45) D inner C lub  at TA Centre, Hornsey N8.

9 May M iddlesex Regim ent O ffice rs ’ C lub  Dinner, Cavalry and G uards C lub, 127  P iccadilly,
London W C 2.

10 May A lbuhera Service o f Rem em brance at S t Paul's Cathedra l com m encing  2.30 p.m.

Annual Reunion at the V icto ry Services C lub, Seym our St, London W 2, com m encing
6.30 p.m. Annual G eneral M eeting 7.45 p.m.

BENEVOLENT C A S ES

During the period 1 January to 30  June 198 5  the sum of £ 4 5 9 7  has been spen t from  the C haritab le  
Funds o f the Regim ental Associa tion  on ass is ting  51 m em bers o f the regim ent. The Arm y B enevolent Fund 
contribu ted £ 1 3 0 0 . A detailed breakdown w ill be given in the D ecem ber 19 8 5  Newsletter.

P  DONATIONS TO TH E REGIMENTAL ASSOCIATION CHARITABLE FUND

The Secretary gratefully acknow ledges the fo llow ing  donations to the C haritab le  Fund:

a. A donation of $ 1 2 0 0  (£ 1 104 .00 ) from  Colone l J.G.E. Reid in ce lebration o f his firm s th irty  years of 
successfu l trad ing w h ich  he w ishes to share w ith his D iehard com rades. C o lone l Reid m oved to New 
York after his retirem ent in 1952. He w ill be well rem em bered by m em bers o f the  2nd Bn during  the 
D unkirk cam paign during  1 93 9 -4 0  and also by the 1 s t Bn during  hts period  o f com m and in 1947-48.

£ 7 0 4  has been credited to the Regim ental C haritable Fund and £ 4 0 0  to the  Regim ental M useum  T rust 
Fund.

Sadly at the end o f M arch he w as w h istled  o ff to hospital fo r a m ajor operation w h ich  was successfu l 
and he is m aking a good recovery. A ll D iehards w ish  him a speedy return to  good health. He was 
com m issioned into the Regim ent on 18 July 1919  -  a proven sturdy Diehard.

b. A donation of £ 2 0 0  from  the Lilley Benevolent T rust -  £ 1 0 0  fo r the Regim ental A ssocia tion  C haritab le  
Fund and £ 1 0 0  fo r the 9th Bn The M iddlesex Regim ent M useum  Fund.

c. A donation o f £ 2 5  from  m em bers o f the 1 /7 th  Bn 193 9-4 5  D inner C lub.

d. Individual donations from :-

A.N. Anonym ous, M ajor L.F. Baker, M ajor K.R. McK. B iggs (In m emory o f Lt-G en S ir Brian Horrocks), M r 
I  A J. Briggs, M r C. Burgess, M r R.P. Burnage, M ajor B.K. C layden (In mem ory of C o l A.R. W aller), Mr 

A.G.W . Cooper, Mr B.A. Craw ley, C apt G.D. C ripps, M r H.G. Edwards, Lt-Col R.F. Fend ick (Canloan 
O fficer), M r R.H. G ilbertson, M r F. G oldstraw , Mr M. G onzalez-Flores, M r W.J. G ould , M r P. Hale, M r A



Hofm an (in memory o f late M r W.J. H ickman), M rs A.W. Hambly (In memory of late Mr W.J. Hambly), Mr 
A.J. Hobson, M r J.E.F. Horn, M r E.D. Jones, Mrs Tilly Jones (In memory of her brother the late Mr W. 
K ingsland), the late Mr J.M. M annering, Mr H. Oxley, Mrs S.M. Pace (In memory o f her late husband Sgt 
A. Pace), M r S.M. Peart, M r J.H. Pullen, Mr M.C. Q uinn, M rs J. Riseley (In memory of C apt Jack Riseley), 
M r A. Rose, Lt-Col E.P. Shanks (In memory of Lt-Gen S ir Brian Horrocks), M r A. W ebbe r (In memory of 
late R e  R.E. W ate rs  w ho lost his life on the SS L isbon Maru), M ajor M. W ild , Co l B.R. W ood, M r G.H. 
W oodw ard.

FREE NEW SLETTERS .
The Editor w ishes to  thank the fo llow ing  m em bers fo r their generosity in donating extra subscrip tion  *  

so that free cop ies of the D iehards N ew sle tter can be sent to deserving O ld Comrades:

Mr V.E. Barley, M r T. Barnett, Mr T.A. Barton, Mr EJ. Berm ingham , M ajor A.R. B isset, M r A.J. 
B riggs, M r C. Burgess, M ajor (D o f M) D. Carson, late Mr W.S. C lapp, M ajor B.K. Clayden, M r R. 
Clem ents, M r E.C. Co lebeck, Mr A .G .W .C ooper, M rC J .C o x ,C a p tG .D .C rip p s , M rW .F. Cutts, M rH .W . 
Daniels, M r F.J. D ickinson, M r R.E. Dodkins, Lt-Col R.F. Fendick, M r J.D. Forgham, M r D.A. Francis, Mr
E.J. Garner, M r A.W. G ibbs, M r F. G oldstraw , M r M. Gonzalez-Flores, Lt E.C. Graham, Mr P. Hale, Capt 
A.D. Hawkins, Mr M.A.G. Hewitt, Mr G.C. H iggins, M r A.J. Hobson, M r K.M. Horton, C apt J.A.E. Howell, 
Mr A. Hughes, M r F.A. Jackson, Mr E.D. Jones, M rs T illy Jones, M r R.M. Lawford, M r J.C. Morgan, M rs E.E. 
Newman, M r D.P. Norris, M r L.C. Page, M ajor A.W.F. Peal, B rig B.A.M. Pielow, Mr J.H. Pullen, Mr M.C. 
Q uinn, M r J. Raby, Mr F.J. Sadler, Lt-Col E.P. Shanks, M r L. Shrubb, Mr R. Sm ith (RAOC), M r W.A. Smith, 
Mr E. S teward, Mr D.F. Stockm an, M ajorC .W . Summers, Mr N.W .Taylor, M r J.S. Ullman, M rW .B . Ure, Mr 
D.P. W eller, M ajor M. W ild , M r G.H. W oodw ard, M r F.H. W ookey.

DONATIONS

The fo llow ing  donations have been made:

a. A donation of £ 2 0 0  to the M iddlesex and North W est Arm y Cadet Force.

b. A donation of £ 7 5  to the Patients Am enities Fund o f the Q ueen Elizabeth M ilitary Hospital, W oolw ich .
W e are indeed gratefu l fo r the care and attention that th is hospital p rovides fo r many o f our m embers 
who are still su ffe ring  from  the privations experienced as a Far East Prisoner o f War.

O FFICER’S CLU B  DINNER

The Annual D inner w as held at the Cavalry and G uards C lub  on Friday 10 May. Lt-Col Tom  C h a t t ^ ^  
presided and 68 m em bers w ith  w ives and relatives attended. M ajor and M rs C o lin  Bellingham  of The Royal 
H ong Kong Regim ent (The Vo lunteers) were the princ ipa l guests and fou r w idow s of fo rm er o ffice rs  w ere  also 
present as our guests.

A m essage of loyalty w as sent to Her M ajesty The Q ueen and the custom ary grac ious reply was 
received from  Buckingham  Palace. O u r Chairm an, Brig. B.A.M. Pielow, gave a brie f account o f the 
A sso c ia tion ’s activ ities th roughou t the year.

The fo llow ing  attended:

O ffic ia l Guests.

M ajor & M rs C.J. Be llingham , The Royal H ong Kong Regim ent (The Volunteers).
The Rev & M rs W .E.B. Jones.
M rs F. Jenn ings accom panied by her daughter.
M rs D. Pike.
M rs C. Pollard.
M rs J. W eedon  accom panied by her son, M r C. W eedon.
M iss Jean Bower.

M em bers and Private Guests.

Lt-Col T.W . Chattey & M rs Chattey, Maj Gen S ir John W illoughby, B rig  B.A.M. P ie low  and M rs P ie lo w ^ k  
Brig  B.H. M arciandi, B rig  D.B. Rendell and M rs Rendell, Col I.D. B rotherton and M rs Brotherton, C o ^ ^  
R.M. C a in  and M rs Cain, Co l A.S.J. de S. C layton and M rs Clayton, Co l A.M. Man, C o l H.J.A. Moore, Col

J.N. Sh ipster and Mrs Shipster, Lt-Col C.N. C layden and M rs C layden, Lt-Col J.M. H ew son and Mrs 
Hewson, Lt-Col R.D. H u tch ings and M rs H utchings, Maj M J. Beaum ont, M ajor H.E. C ouch  and Mrs 
C ouch, Lt J.P.A. Day, C apt M J.S. Doran and M rs Doran, M ajor D.M. Falcke and M rs Falcke, C apt J.S.C. 
Flavell and M rs Flavell, Maj MJ. Flynn and M rs Flynn, C a p t R.M. Foxand M rs Fox, Maj F.K. G ladden, C apt
D.A. Hawkins, Lt M.F. H edgecoeand M rs Hedgecoe, Maj S.LJ. H enshaw and M rs Henshaw, Capt PJ.A. 
Lane and M rs Lane, Maj C.L. Law rence and M rs Lawrence, Maj A.E. M cM anus and M rs M cM anus, Maj 
R.E.B. M orris and M rs M orris, M ajor R.W.J. Sm ith and M rs Sm ith, Maj A.E.F. W a ld ron  and M rs W aldron, 
Maj V. W illiam s.

J ALBUHERA DAY SERVICE OF REM EM BRAN CE

The annual A lbuhera Day Service o f Rem em brance in the Regim ental C hapel in St. Paul's Cathedra l, 
was held on the afternoon o f Saturday 11 May.

The Canon in Residence, The Rev Peter Ball, together w ith The Rev G us Jones, conducted  the Service. 
B rig  B.A.M. P ielow  read the Lesson. The floWer arrangement, in regim ental co lours, w as exceptional. The 
service was once again very we ll attended by O ld Com rades and the ir fam ilies -  every seat being occup ied . A 
very pleasing feature was the appearance o f som e m em bers fo r the very f irs t time. The sound system worked 
perfectly and judg ing by the kind remarks at the conclus ion  o f the service everyone appreciated and enjoyed 
the occasion. Mr Les P lum b and M rs Les Loomes were present at the entrance to S t Paul's w earing the fu ll 
dress uniform  o f the 1902-14  period add ing co lour to  the occasion.

A LBUHERA DAY

O n 16 May, M ajor R.W.J. Smith, MBE, Chairman o f the M ill H ill Branch, organised a wreath laying 
cerem ony at our Regim ental Memorial, Ing lis Barracks, M ill H ill, in con junction  w ith  the Postal C o u rie r Depot 
R.E.

The Regim ental Flag was flying proudly from  the Depot Flag Pole, fo r the day.

W reaths were laid by M ajor R.W.J. Smith, MBE, on behalf o f the Regim ent and by C o lone l D.L. 
S treatfie ld, C om m andant Postal C ourie r Depot R.E.

A fte r the cerem ony Colone l D.L. S treatfie ld invited all p resent to the O ffice rs ' M ess to  partake of 
refreshm ents in h on ou ro f A lbuhera Day. A gesture w h ich  is m uch appreciated by the Regim ental Association .

The fo llow ing  m em bers o f the M ill H ill B ranch were present: C o l Desm ond Ellis, M ajor Fred B lackburn, 
Capt Don Jones and som e twenty m em bers o f the branch.

«
ANNUAL REUNION

The annual reunion was held at the V ictory Services C lub, in the C a risb ro o ke  Hall, on Saturday 11 May, 
the doors opening at 6.30 p.m. and the bar c losing at 12 m idnight.

O nce  again the reunion was very well attended and a thoroughly success fu l even ing ensued. The 
m em bers period o f service of those attending extended from  1914  to 1966, w hen w e ceased to  exist as a 
regim ent and became known as m em bers o f one of the found ing regim ents.

The V ictory S ervices C lub  allow  15 m em bers of the regim ent to app ly fo r a bed fo r the night, th is  year we 
only used 6 beds. Q uite  a num ber o f our old com rades are m em bers of the c lu b  and are able to book fo r the 
night as a right. Personally I thorough ly  recom m end the accom m odation and the  food -  it really is w o rthw h ile  
staying the night and, of course, you can have those extra few  w ithou t risk.

Syd W e b b  and his partners supp lied  the m usic w h ich  was very su itab le fo r the occasion. M rs Phyllis 
B rooks once again was in charge of the door, a jo b  that she has perform ed im peccab ly  fo r the past 3 8  years!

This year we had a num ber attending from  our T.A. Bns fo r the f irs t tim e and som e w ere d isappo in ted 
that the ir chum s o f 193 9-4 5  did not appear. I suggest that they te ll the ir chum s and get a little party together. I 
enjoyed speaking to them and I do hope they w ill attend next year.

The A.G.M. was held and the accounts w ere passed but trying to get a quorum  is a task that requires 
^ B a c t ,  pleading, and remarks such as ‘he lp ’, ‘save my bacon’, ‘get o ff your arse ’, and ‘it only takes five m inutes'! 

Sorry I cou ld  be in troub le  fo r such a care less remark.



O ne com rade passed ou t and I feared fo r his life  as at least eight D iehards revived him. I thought the 
fum es produced  by m outh to mouth resucitation would  be curta ins fo r M.M.A.W.S.

The jo b  of Secretary is a thankless task but reward was at hand -  I won a bottle of medicine (G in) in Dick 
S m ith ’s draw.

Next year I expect an even larger turnout.

THE ROYAL HONG KONG REGIMENT (THE VOLUNTEERS).

The recent presentations by The Royal Hong Kong Regim ent (The Volunteers) as a fu rther mark of t h e ^  
affilia tion and bond between our tw o regim ents were reported in the M useum  notes o f the p re v io u ^ »  
Newsletter, and just before that issue went to the printers the London B ranch of the Vo lunteers held a special 
luncheon at the Cavalry and G uards C lub, P iccadilly, during  w h ich the Honorary C o lone l of The Royal Hong 
Kong Regiment, C o lone l J.R. Heywood, O BE, ED, JP, made the presentations to  our President, L ieut C o lonel 
T.W. Chattey. This was a m emorable and m ost enjoyable occasion w h ich  was attended by M r and M rs Haye, 
the Hong Kong C om m iss ioner in London, C o lone l John Bell and twenty m em bers o f the Vo lunteers and their 
w ives. The fo llow ing  m em bers o f The M iddlesex Regim ent were guests -  Lt-Col and M rs Chattey, Maj Gen Sir 
John W illoughby, B rig  B.A.M. Pielow, Co l and M rs C layton, Co l HJ.A. M oore and M ajor and M rs A.E.F. 
W aldron.

The London B ranch o f the Hong Kong volunteers -  as they w ere  known w ith a ffection by us before the 
war -  held the ir annual d inner at the Cavalry and G uards C lub, P iccadilly, on Friday 7 June. Co lone l John Bell 
was in the cha ir and the event w as organised by M ajor C o lin  Bellingham . Som e 35  m em bers of the Vo lunteers 
were present and our P resident Lt-Col T.W . Chattey was one o f the principal guests. O ur Secretary M ajor 
A.E.F. W ald ron , a lso attended. There were a num ber of pre-war volunteers present who were com rades in 
arms w ith ou r 1 st Bn during  the Battle o f Hong Kong and it was clear from  the many rem in iscences that the 
friendsh ip  and affilia tion  between our regim ents remains as strong as ever.

THE Q U EEN ’S REGIMENT

Regular Battalions

The 1 st Battalion moved from  O m agh to G ibra lta r in January and w ill return to T idw orth  in January 1987. 
The 2nd Battalion le ft Londonderry fo r O akington last Novem ber and move to M inden in A ugust next year 
fo llow ing  a tour in the Falkland Islands from  Novem ber th is year until M arch 1986. The 3rd  Battalion w ill return 
from  Fallingboste l to  C ante rbury in January next year and are schedu led fo r duty in Be lize from  A p ril to 
O ctobe r 1986.

TA B a tta lions M

As regards the TA, a H om e S ervice Com pany has now been added to the establishm ent of each of our 
volunteer batta lions and p lanning is going ahead fo r the form ation o f the 8th Battalion The Q ueen ’s Fusiliers 
(C ity of London) in 1986.

C iv ic  H onours

W ork  is now proceed ing in preparation fo r the Freedom M arches between 21 and 25 May in Lewes, 
A sh ford, Hove, and Eastbourne and the cerem ony granting the Freedom of the B orough o f Tonbridge  and 
M ailing to the Q ueen ’s Regim ent on 23 May. This w ill be the firs t c iv ic  honour to be aw arded d irectly  to the 
Regim ent s ince  its fo rm ation  in 1966  and w ill thus be a great occasion.

Beating Retreat on H orse G uards

A nother im portant event w ill be the Beating of Retreat by the M assed Bands o f The Q ueen’s D ivision on 
Horse G uards Parade on Tuesday 11 June at 6.30 p.m., when the Prim e M in is ter w ill take the salute. All 
Regim ental A ssoc ia tions  have deta ils of how to obtain tickets  and we are hop ing fo r a very large attendance by 
all sections o f the regim ental family.

G rand Reunion

W e are also hop ing fo r a very large turnout at the Grand Reunion at Bassingbourn  on Sunday 14 July. 
This w ill fo llow  the usual popular and successfu l pattern and, again all Associa tions have received deta ils o L  
th is  very specia l day. f

Free Fall Parachute D isplay Team

The Regim ent is fortunate in having am ong its m em bers the Arm y Free Fall Parachute C ham pion and is 
currently tra in ing a Free Fall D isplay Team. It is planned that the team shou ld  start to  g ive perform ances in 
1986, sub ject to a suitab le sponsor being found.

Regim ental C ricke t Team

Also form ed th is  year is a Regimental C ricke t C lub. A series o f m atches has been planned fo r th is 
season but there are still vacancies fo r som e players. Any past o r p resent m em ber o f any of our present or 
forbear regim ents may o ffe r to play d irect to the Secretary, M ajor Ian Jones, at Regim ental Headquarters.

£  JJW

2/1 0th BN THE MIDDLESEX REGIMENT (DCO) O CA  1914-19

The 57th  Reunion Luncheon was held at the V ictory Services C lub, Seym our Street, London W 2 , on 
Saturday 25 May 1985. Mr A.D. Scudam ore, OBE, P resident o f the O C A  presided and Lt-Col T.W . Chattey, 
O BE, P resident of the Regimental Associa tion  was the principa l guest.

The fo llow ing  five orig inal m em bers o f the 2 /1 0th attended -  Mr A.D. Scudam ore, M r A.L. Dean,, M r C.A. 
Rush, M ajor C.V. Sharm an and M r A.L. Surfleet. Average age 8 9 /9 0  years.

O ther present were -  B rig  B.A.M. Pielow, Rev Patrick Tuft, Rev Lew is Lloyd, M ajor A.E.F. W ald ron , 
M ajor R.W.J. Smith, Capt D.A. Hawkins, M r D. W oodb ridqe , Mr R. Fordham, M r M. Coward, and M r R.W. 
W ilson.

To com m em orate the 70th anniversary o f the G a llipo li Landings in 1915 by the 2 /1 0th Bn, C a p t D.A. 
Hawkins, the A ssis tant Secretary o f the O C A, organised a su rp rise  presentation to the 16 surviv ing m embers. 
Five were presented at the luncheon and the o ther eleven were sent by post to  those w ho cou ld  not attend 
through age and infirm ity. The g ift consisted o f a M iddlesex Regim ent engraved w h isky tum b le r and a bottle  o f 
D u fftow n G len Livet Malt W hisky. A big thankyou to David fo r his sp lend id  e ffo rt w h ich  was very m uch 
appreciated by the m em bers of the 2 /1 0th and even surprised ‘S cu d ie ’ who fo r once was not in the know.

HOUNSLOW  BRANCH O CA

The H ounslow  B ranch o f the Royal B ritish  Legion held a Reunion fo r veterans o f the G reat W a r 1914- 
18, w ho currently reside in the local d istrict. The reunion took p lace on Friday 19 April. Lady V icto ria  Scott, 
daughte r o f Field M arshal Earl Haig,was guest o f honour. 22 m em bers were traced. 15 were  able to attend and 

^ h e s e  were from  the Royal Navy, Royal Flying C o rps  and various regim ents. Three were D iehards namely, 
^ ^ e o rg e N e v i l la g e d  88, Les lieS teed aged 88  and G ordon Vo lle r aged 90. In o rd e rto  make sure tha tthey  were 

properly dressed the Regim ental Associa tion  sent each o f them an old pattern tie  wh ich  they all proud ly  wore 
on the night. They were, o f course, im m ediately made mem bers of the Regim ental Associa tion . I have received 
from  all three very in teresting letters. I am indebted to John W illm ing ton  and John Raby o f the H o uns lo w  
B ranch O C A  fo r the assistance they gave to  the H ounslow  R.B.L.

A photograph appears below:

Left to R ight Les S teed (2/8th), G ordon Vo lle r (8th), G eorge Nevill (8th)



1 /7th BN DINNER CLUB -  ANNUAL DINNER 1985

The last Saturday in April cam e round and w ith  »t the 1 /7 th  Bn 1 9 3 9 /4 5  D inner C lub, Annual D inner at 
the Drill Hall, Hornsey.

This year w e m issed a num ber o f the old faces, som e of whom  were ‘under the weather’. To these w e say 
get we ll soon,and we hope to see you there next April. In sp ite  of th is our num bers were up o n  recent years, one 
m em ber cam e 12,000 m iles and thought it w orthwhile .

M ajor ‘D icky ’ Bartram was in the C ha ir and fo r a ‘New Boy’ did a grand job! He's 1 /7 th  trained! These 
d inners are a grand way to keep in touch w ith our old D iehard friends we meet on these occasions and ‘rabbit’ 
about o ld  times. I go home convinced ‘the Hornsey M ob' won the war on the ir ow n and if Thatcher, Reagan, e tc j 
w ou ld  listen the ir troubles w ould be over. G ladly the D iehard sp irit lives on. \

To those present I say thank you fo r com ing and spread news of these occasions am ong your old 
com rades.

Tony W h ite

REGIMENTAL GOLFING SOCIETY

W e have an im portant item of go lf news to  report th is time. O ur many cong ratu lations are due to Major 
Philip M arshall who has achieved a hole-in-one playing the 16th at his home club, S onning G.C. O ur 
in form ation is that he d id  th is o ff 24  handicap and that he has been do ing rather we ll la tely on th is mark, so 
perhaps the handicap com m ittee may have to go into a specia l s itting!

The Regim ental M eeting is to be played at the North Hants G o lf C lub, Fleet, on Tuesday 3 Septem ber. 
A ll members p lease make a particu lar note of that day. W e  need as many playing mem bers as possib le 
naturally non-playing wives, relatives and friends are m ore than we lcom e to add to the fun o f th is m ost 
enjoyable occasion. The program m e o f events is as fo llows:

The Transvaal C up  -  a s ing les scratch
stable ford com petition.

H o lder -  Tony C h ipp ington

The Darjeeling C up  -  a s ing les handicap 
s table ford com petition 

H o lder -  Alan B isset

The Jay C u p  -  a foursom es handicap
stable ford com petition 

H o lders -  Tony C h ipp ing ton  
and A lan B isset

The C ooper C up  -  aw arded to the runners
up fo r the Jay Cup 

H o lders -  Don Carson and 
A lec  Torrie.

In add ition  there w ill be the usual optional sw eepstakes and, o f course, the D ivot prize! So there is plenty 
fo r everyone o f all handicaps to  have a go for, and it shou ld make fo r a really good and w orthw h ile  day’s golf.

Looking fo rw ard to  seeing you all on the day.

REGIMENTAL M USEUM

Understandably, the m onths January to June 198 5  covered by th is issue o f the new sle tte r has been a 
qu ie t period fo r our Regim ental Museum, and the num ber o f v is ito rs has reduced considerably. The most 
d isappo in ting  aspect has been the com paratively few  vis its m ade by members o f the Regim ental Association , 
and again the Trustees and the Curator, M ajor D ick  Sm ith m ost earnestly encourage all D ieHards to vis it the ir 
Regim ental M useum  to v iew  the re lics and m ementos o f the ir fam ous o ld  regiment.

O ne  item of particu lar in terest is that a specia l show case is being constructed to  house and to show  the, 
12 V.C.'s earned by m em bers o f the Regim ent s ince the Crim ea W ar, together w ith  a photograph of each ' 
rec ip ien t and the ir citations.

These com petitions w ill be played 
concu rrently  during  the

morning.

»
Played fo r du ring  the 

afternoon.

O ther recent acqu is itions are:

Revolver, Tranter's Patent No. 767 7T  com ple te w ith all accessories in case w ith  plate, ‘H. W AYNE 
M UC H W EN LO C K, 57th  Regiment'. Lt-Col W ayne w as com m iss ioned as an Ensign, 57 th  Regiment, 2 
O ctobe r 1855, and was in Malta w ith  the Reserve C om panies under the com m and o f Lt-Col W illiam  
Inglis, son o f Ing lis of A lbuhera, when the regim ent jo ined them 1 June 1856.
H is subsequent m ilitary career is, at the tim e of writing, a sub ject fo r research, and w ill be pub lished at a 
later date.

O n indefin ite  loan from  the Royal W elsh Fusiliers Regim ental M useum.

^  -  o  -  o  -  o  -

1914-15  Star, BW M , VM, of 750 2  Pte A.S. M aidman, Mx Regt.

Presented by M rs Doreen W atson. To remain in the Regim ental Museum  fo r the duration o f its
existance.

-  o -  o -  o -
1914-15  Star, BW M , VM, o f Pte H.S. S hort (S /6963), 3rd  Bn.

Presented by his brother, ex S g t M.H. Short, MM, (L /1 6 3 2 3  and 6189232).

-  o  -  o  -  o  -

Pewter button, 57 th  Regiment, 1816. The firs t pattern w ith  ‘A lbuhe ra ’ and wreath.
Purchased.

-  o  -  o  -  o  -

Photograph o f memorial stone erected in Hong Kong to record the m ining o f theT roopsh ip  ‘Tyndareus’, 
6 February 191 7, w ith  the 25th (Garrison) Bn o f the Regim ent on board.

Rifle butt o f Short Lee-Enfield Rifle w ith  cap badges of The M iddlesex Regim ent and The Royal Hong 
Kong Regim ent (The Volunteers) to com m em orate the affilia tion o f the tw o  regiments.

C ap badge, pair of co lla r badges, pair of shou lder titles, tw o large buttons, tw o sm all buttons and clo th 
beret badge o f The Royal Hong Kong Regim ent (The Volunteers).

Presented by The Royal Hong Kong Regim ent (The Volunteers).

-  o  -  o  -  o  -  

An Equestrian painting in o ils  on board ‘A lbuhe ra ’.
A  Copy o f Service o f Thanksgiv ing fo r the life  and wo rk o f Lieut C e c il W a lte r Thomas, OBE, FRBS (1885-

1976), w ho served w ith  the 23rd Bn during W W I.

Presented by M r Henry Oxley, 23 rd  Bn.

51st (Highland) Division Dinner Club

The 85th  Annual D inner was held at the Arm y and Navy C lub  on Friday 15 M arch 1985.

The fo llow ing  m embers o f the 1 /7 th  Bn attended -  C o lone l A n dre w  Man, DSO, O BE, M ajor M ichael 
Pearson, M C, M ajor Hum phrey W igan, MC, Capta in Jimmy Dare, M ajor Harry Bolt, MBE, D octo r Paul Barclay 
and M ajor A lan Carter.

B rigad ie r James A. O liver, is the new President of the 51 st (H ighland) D iv is ion  D inner C lub. He recently 
w ro te  an appreciation about the late G eneral S ir Brian H o rrocks fo r ‘The Red H ack le ’ (The B lack W atch 
Regim ental Magazine).

I quote -  “Everyone was rather m iserable ancffeeling pretty depressed. Soon a fter we arrived Jorrocks 
cam e ou t o f his caravan nearby and as he d id  so his Post C orpora l met him and handed him a bund le  of 
personal letters. He looked qu ick ly  th rough them and then selected one w h ich  he opened. He then started to 
laugh heartily. W hen he cam e over to us he remarked that everyone w as looking rather gloom y but that he 
though th is le tter w ou ld  cheer us up. It w as from  his small daughte r at schoo l and he read an excerpt from  it as

K)llows ‘M onty seem s to be doing very well. I w onder if you could send me som e m ore o f his signatures. I can 
ow  get a w hole M ars Bar fo r each s ignature you send me’. The w h o le  atm osphere changed fo r the better. 
Typical Jorrocks".



PERSONAL JOTTINGS

Form er W 0 2  Robert Bartle (23977 991 ) has jo ined the Regim ental Association . He served from  1963 
to 1981, serving w ith  Home Counties Brigade, 1, 2, 3 and 4 Queens, 1 K ings Regim ent and a tour at the RM 
Sandhurst. He is the son o f the late RSM Stan Bartle who d ied on 1 January 1985.

 o O o --------

Co lone l Ian Battye sent me three very in teresting photographs that he took w h ils t on holiday in Australia. 
The inscrip tion  on one read:

^  ‘To M ajor Edmund Lockyer of the 57th  Regim ent w ho landed here from  the Brig  Am ity on the 26th
W Decem ber 1826  to found the First B ritish Settlem ent on the W estern  s ide  o f Australia. Erected M arch

1 9 3 6 ’.

 o O o --------

Ex LCpI John Bell (62091 98 ) is now a m ember o f the Regimental Association . He served w ith  B  and C  
Com pany o f the 1 /7 th  Bn 1940-46. He has not been too well but I am sure w ith  the good w ishes o f all h is old 
com rades he w ill soon improve.

 o O o --------

Sg t Tony B riggs w rites from  Berlin  and in form s me that Drum M ajor John Lew is is we ll and sends his 
regards. He also te lls  me that fo rm er CSM  C liff Shinn started a business as a landscape gardener and flo r is t 
and is do ing well.

 o O o --------

Ex Private S tephen Brooks (62050 93 ) is a new recru it fo r the Association . He served from  1 93 9 -4 6  and 
was w ith the BEF 1 /8 th  Bn, A  C oy 193 9-4 0  and then served w ith  B Com pany 1 /7 th  Bn in the M idd le  East, 
BNAF and N W  Europe. He was called up fo r service in 1951 but a fter three m onths w as d ischarged  on 
com passionate grounds.

 o O o --------

Form er C SM  A lfie  Burford  has sent me a photograph of the grave o f CpI R. Debley (2 3 0 4 0 5 4 7 ) who 
d ied on 19 April 1957, aged 21, w h ils t serving in Cyprus w ith the 1 st Bn. The grave is located in W aynes Keep 
Cemetery, N icosia. The photograph was taken by a young o ffice r serving w ith  the Duke o f Ed inburgh 's  Royal 
Regim ent stationed at H owe Barracks, Canterbury, who very kindly p laced flow e rs  on the grave.

 o O o --------

» C olone l Rex Cain has been appointed Deputy Lieutenant fo r G rea ter London.

 o O o --------

My thanks to C apt Dan Cattell, form erly 2nd Bn, fo r a m ost in teresting le tter from  Australia.

 o O o --------

M ajor G eoffrey Chivera ll has not been too we ll and w e w ish him a speedy return to  fu ll health.

 o O o --------

M ajor Ken C layden w rites from  Longridge, Lancs, to g ive me all his new s w h ich  is always fu ll o f life  and 
in teresting. The 7th Bn have not forgotten him -  I o ften get enqu iries and reply ‘he is s till c lim b ing  so life  m ust 
be good ’.

 o O o --------

I recently received a photograph o f the grave o f C o lone l L.A. Newnham  from  M r S.G. Crook, D Com pany 
2 /7 th , w ho met Jim Ceaton w h ils t on a cru ise  and was given the photograph. Jim Ceaton served w ith the 
D iehards in the late 4 0 ’s and early 5 0 's  and was a boxer o f note. I am in the process of trying to trace him.

 o O o --------

Ex Private Terence Cunningham  (2 3 8 87 850 ) has jo ined the Association . He served from  1961 -67 and 
was w ith  A and H Q  Com pany 1 st Bn. He is now em ployed by the London Borough o f Ealing as a Mason 

kPavior.

 o O o --------

M ajor David Falcke has changed jobs and is now the Public Relations Executive fo r the Bus and Coach



C ounc il (the T rade Associa tion  fo r the Bus and Coach Industry).

 o 0 o -  ■

A nother new m ember is Ex Capt Francis Farley (7602501 and 36 0 6 7 8 ) who served w ith  the LAD 1 /7 th  
Bn from  193 9-4 3  and later saw service w ith  various other LADs, the D.L.I. and the Parachute Regiment.

 o O o --------

C o lone l Rex Fendick w rites from  C anada (Canloan o ffice r w ith 2 Mx 1944-45) to  say how sad he was to 
hear the news o f the death o f G eneral Horrocks. He te lls me that he had the priv ilege of m eetinq him tw ice  
when he vis ited the 2nd Bn in form ally during  the N W  Europe cam paign.

 o O o   ^

M ajor David Fettes, 1 /7 th  Bn 1940-46, w rites from  Cape Town, South A frica. He te lls me that he really 
enjoys the new sletter and he sends his best w ishes to all old friends. Any letters would be most we lcom e and 
an answ er is guaranteed.

 o O o --------

Ex Private Jack Fredman (62115 90 ) has jo ined the Regim ental Association . He served from 1940-45  
w ith  the 1st Bn (2/8th). He was m edica lly d ischarged a fter he received m ultip le  gunshot wounds.

 o O o --------

Form er S g t Ted G arner te lls me that he has retired early under the Job Release Schem e as a d isabled 
person. Happy retirem ent to you both.

 o O o --------

„  , C.H. G off wou ld  like to hearfrom  form er m em b erso f the 9th Bn. H e ls  in touch w ith  Sgts R a llisonand
M ankte low  but wou ld  be pleased to  hear from  others. Send your le tters via the Secretary and I w ill pass them

 o O o --------

O ur best w ishes to o ld  so ld ier Tim  Harrison (L /10457), now 94, and resid ing in a nursing home.

 o O o --------

Ex Private Tom Hem m m gs (1 4 3 08 825 ) is now a mem ber o f the Association . He was severely wounded
Jjuneu1,944  w h lls t servm 9 m France w ith the 1/7 th  Bn as a driver/m ortarm an. He is now in receip t o f a 

1 00  o d isab ility  pension and lives at Newtown, Powys.

 o O o --------

Ex Private Sydney H ill has jo ined the Regim ental Associa tion  a fter 57 years of freedom . He enlisted on W  
January 1921 and served w ith  the 1 st Bn and A Com pany as Com pany Cook. To Arm y Reserve 1928. He went 
to schoo l w ith  W O 2 Percy Hale and his address was given to me by W 0 2  Bob Chaplin, both of whom  worked 
in the O rderly  Room together. I suppose one cou ld  say captured by B Echelon. During W W II Syd served with 
the Royal Navy and is in possession o f the A tlan tic  Star, an unusual award fo r a Diehard. Served fo r 40 years 
w ith  London Transport.

 o O o --------

A t long last fo rm er S g t Bert H obson (20282 03 ) has been traced, living in Bangkok, Thailand. Bert 
H obson en listed on 1 February 193 3  and after recru it training and a short spell w ith  the 2nd Bn was drafted to 
the 1 st Bn; serving in Egypt, S ingapore and Hong Kong. He was taken P O W  on C hristm as Day 1941 moved 
to Japan on the L isbon Maru, survived and became a resident at Kobe House. Here he became known as the 
best stealer o f 'Japanese good ies ' in the business, w h ich  he always shared w ith his less fo rtunate  com rades 
He was o f lean build  but at tim es looked quite  huge when loaded '. A fte r the war he transferred to the RASC 
and reached the rank o f W arran t O ffice r C lass 1 He served until 3 June 1963 and it was w h ils t stationed in 
I hailand w ith  SEATO  Headquarters that he saw a jo b  opportunity wh ich he took. In his younqer days he was 
batman to ou r P res iden t Lt-Col Tom Chattey, days he remembers as very happy ones.

 o O o --------

Form er W O l JackoJaques sent me som e very in teresting photographs, 1933-34, and I hope to pub lish 
one of them in my D ecem ber new sletter and run a com petition w ith a prize for the firs t m em ber to put a name t c A  
every face. Jacko has not been too we ll recently and we w ish him a speedy return to fu ll health. ™

 o 0 o —  -

Ex Private Ivor Jones (22153 777 ) has jo ined the Association . H e served as a National Servicem an from 
1949-51 w ith  B and S Com pany 1 st Bn in Hong Kong and Korea. He is now a Meat Porter at Sm ith fie ld  Market.

 o O o --------

Ex CpI S idney W illiam  Jones (6201999) has jo ined the Association . He served w ith  the 7th and 1 /7 th  
Bn from  1935-46, the who le  o f his service w ith the S ignal Platoon H Q  Company.

 o O o --------
Another new m em ber is fo rm er Drum m er John Kenny (23421 515). He was called up fo r National

• Service in May 1957 and liked it so much that he became a regular until leaving the army in June 1961. He 
Served w ith  the 1 st Bn in C yprus and Hameln. Prio r to com ple tion o f his service he became Depot Drumm er. 
He lives in C anterbury and runs his ow n business -  Frame Photography, W edd ings, Portra its and 
Com m ercial.

 o O o --------

Another capture was Ex Private Reginald Lam pshire (23972638). He served from  196 3-6 5  and was 
w ith the MT Platoon in G ibraltar. Now em ployed as a HGV C lass I Driver.

 o O o --------

Ex S g t G eorge Lawrence (61983 52 ) has jo ined the Regimental Association . He en listed on 20  M arch 
1928, com m encing his service w ith the 1 st Bn. In 1931 he jo ined the 2nd Bn and continued serving w ith  them 
until he was transferred to the REME on 29 January 1943 as Arm ourer. He was fina lly d ischarqed  on 2 
O ctobe r 1945.

 o O o --------

M ajor Ian Lloyd, who recently com ple ted a tour in the Falkland Islands, found  that a m em ber o f the HQ  
staff was John Lam pitt who served w ith the 1 st Bn in Korea. He has now gone hom e and jo ined the Arm y Fire 
Service.

 o O o --------

Maj Gen C hris  Man continues to make progress. He is determ ined to get well, likes to see his friends 
and enjoys the c ricket on TV. He sends his regards to all m em bers o f the Regimental Association .

 o O o --------

C apt Tom M cM illan te lls me that his daughter, Heather, has worked fo r the National T rust fo r years and 
w orked w ith  the late Co lone l Rex W alle r but never got round to te lling  that she w as the daughte r o f the 

^ n fa m o u s  ‘M ac the V illa in ’.

 o O o --------

Another recru it fo r the Regim ental A ssociation is Ex Private John M ilburn (23545260). He served from  
195 8-6 4  w ith  S  and H Q  Com pany 1st Bn. N ow  em ployed as a C argo Service-m an at H eathrow  A irp o rt

 o O o --------

My thanks to Mr H.S. Molloy, MM, 1 /7 th  Bn, fo r the pho tographs o f the Mx W a r G raves taken during  his 
recent v is it to Normandy. They w ill be passed to the Museum  Archives.

 o O o --------

Ex Sg t Ronald M ontague (6 2 064 73 ) has jo ined the Regim ental Associa tion . He served from  193 8-4 6  
and w as w ith  the 1 st Bn (2/8th). A  good cricketer.

 o O o --------

M rs Pat Newman, w idow  of M ajor Percy Newman, w as p lanning to  attend our regim ental func tions  th is 
year but the arrival o f her s is te r fo r a holiday has postponed th is until 1986. She sends her regards to all 
Diehards.

 o O o --------

Form er Bandsm an Dennis Norris (6 2050 08 ) has jo ined the Regim ental A ssociation . He en listed as a 
^ B o y  so ld ie r in 1938  and was posted to the 1 st Bn in Hong Kong. He becam e a PO W , survived the sinking of 

the L isbon Maru and became a resident at Kobe House. O n return to UK in 1 94 5  he was found to be m edically 
unfit fo r the in fantry and was transferred to the RA SC  w ith whom  he served until 1953. He is em ployed w ith 
London Regional Transport as G arage Inspector. It w as very n ice indeed to m eet him at the Reunion.



n  *k ! j a 9 reat P ^a su re  to meet fo rm er Sg t Cyril O rm e at the Rem em brance Service in S t Paul's 
Cathedra l. Cyril was the Q.M. S g t in Austria and Hameln and gave the Bn invaluable service. I hope that we 
now see a lo t m ore o f him. Together w e cou ld  tell som e very in teresting stories.

M r and M rs Peaper and fam ily are m ost grateful fo r all the assistance that they have been given by the 
Regim ental A ssociation during their enquiries conce rn ing the late 6 2 0 4 5 2 2  CpI W .F Peaper who died of 
w ounds on 5 June 1940, w h ils t serving w ith  D Com pany 1/7 th  Bn. They particu larly enjoyed the 
R em em brance Service in S t Paul's Cathedra l and the 1 /7 th  (1939-45) D inner at Hornsey.

 o O o   ^

Form er Sgt Sidney Peart (62132 40 ) has jo ined the Regim ental Association . He volunteered fo r service 
on 29  May 1940 and after service w ith  the 70th Bn served w ith the 2nd Bn from  194 1-4 3  when he was 
com pulsorily  transferred to  the Royal Engineers.

 o O o --------

Ex Private C larence P h ipps (2 3 972 578 ) is another to see the ligh t and sign on again th is w ith  the 
Regimental Association . He served from  1963-72  w ith  the 1 s t Bn, 3 and 4 Q ueens. He is now em ployed as a 
British  Railways tracklayer. 3

 o O o --------

An Edgware girl, daughte r of fo rm er W 0 2  M ick Quinn, is going out to the Falklands as holiday relief for 
3 months. Anita w orks as an assistan t personnel o ffice r fo r Lainqs M owlem  AR C  joint venture in Surbiton 
Surrey. The Falklands w in te r starts in A p ril and Anita was heard to  say - I  am taking a lot o f th ick  jum pers and 
mum s lending me her vests -  I can im agine M ick saying ‘what no vest’. I hope that when she returns I w ill 
receive an account o f her overseas service and w hether mum s vest d id  the trick.

 o O o --------

Former CpI Peter S im m ons (2 3 3 1 3 3 5 2 ) was called up fo r National Service on 21 June 195 6  and was 
posted to the 1 st Bn in Cyprus. He was a C arpente r by trade and was im m ediately ‘cap tu red ’ by the then QM, 
your present Secretary. He gradua lly ou tlived all the other Pioneers and was prom oted CpI. A sp lendid chap 
who made sure that the Bn paid no barrack dam ages after our short occupation o f the newly erected 
Alexander barracks at Dhekelia. He was a Bn footba lle r w ho cou ld  play a bit and score  goals. Lookinq up a 
journal of M arch 1958 I see that he was leading score r w ith  21 goals. (John Dorey to note) He finally le ft the 
army on 31 July 1958. He is now a B u ild ing  S uperv isor in Libya and recently when in UK cam e to see me and 
w e spen t a m ost pleasant afternoon.

 o O o   ^

0  2 * i 5 'F ^ l1mons (44973 1 ) has jo ined  the O ffice rs ’ C lub  and Regim ental Association . He was a National 
Service O ffice r from  1955-57.

 o O o --------

a c +KCo m e!J^ l P avid S tockm an (6 2064 78 ) has jo ined the Regimental Association . He served from  1 9 3 9 - 
4 6  w ith  B and C  C om pany 1 st Bn (2 /8 th ) and was the M.T. Sgt. Played all sports and a 'tit-b it' -  tennis w ith
o o io n e l Desm ond Ellis. He was w ounded and is in receip t o f a d isab ility  pension.

 o O o --------

1 QdA I n CpJiBarfy TI?°™Pson (2 4 0 2 9 3 4 4 ) has taken the p lunge and jo ined the Association . He served from 
A dviser W3S C om pany 1 st Bn, 4 Q ueens and the Display Team. He is now em ployed as a Security

 o O o --------

r  ^  C P 'C harles w uhi,e <6 1 99 4 9 4 ) has rejoined the Regimental Association . He enlisted in 1930  and for 
the  f irs t eighteen m onths senred w ith the 1st Bn and then w ith HQ  Com pany 2nd Bn until his m edical
d ischarge  in 1941. H is w ife  Dorothy is the daughte r o f the late M ajor (QM) B ill Pilley.

 o O o --------

S e rv in g 'B r o t h e l  W ° ° d Wh°  'S President o f S t John Am bular"=e South East Area, has been appointed

BRAN CH ES OF THE REGIMENTAL ASSOCIATION

At the Regimental A ssociation Executive M eeting held at County Hall, London SE1, on M onday 18 
M arch 1985, approval was given fo r the Korean C lub  to becoma a branch o f the Regim ental A ssocia tion  in 
accordance w ith Rule 18.

M EMBERSHIP O F THE REGIMENTAL ASSOCIATION

The fo llow ing  recru itm ent drive by W 0 2  Paddy Ryan, MM, 1 Queens, deserves a specia l m ention. The 
^ ^ o l lb w in g  D iehards serving w ith  1 Q ueens and living in G ibra lta r have enro lled as m em bers o f the Regim ental 
^ A s s o c ia t io n .  A very warm  we lcom e is extended to each of them and w e hope fo r c lo se r con tac t in the future.

Sgt John Barton (24080841), 1 Mx and 4 Q ueens 1966-70

W 0 2  Barry Cam ille  (24139645), 4 Q ueens 1968-70

C S gt Raymond G reengrass (23950595), 1 Mx and 4 Q ueens 1963-70

C S gt M ichael H igg ins (23915476), 1 Mx and 4 Q ueens 1962-66

C S g t S tephen H ow ick (24045285), 1 Mx and 4 Q ueens 1965-70

S gt Barry Mason (23516171), 1 Mx 1957-1966

S gt Alan Rice (24070325), 1 Mx and 4 Q ueens 1965-70

S gt Peter S tone (24068567), 1 Mx and 4 Q ueens 1965-70

D COM PANY (MORTARS), 1st Bn 1944-45

Paul Francia o f 10 B lount Road, Pembroke Park, Portsmouth, Hants, wou ld  be very gratefu l if any reader 
can give him details concern ing O peration G uild fo rd  w h ich  took place at B lerick on the River Maas in Ho lland 
during  1 and 2 Decem ber 1944.

Infantry o f the 44  Low land B rigade made the assault supported by both B and D C om panies o f the 1 st 
Bn. There appears to be som e specia l features of th is  operation which led to it being ca lled  the ‘Perfect Attack'. 
This sounds like a new spaper headline w h ich  som eone may have retained.

DIEHARD JOURNALS

Form er Diehard, Ernie Platt (6205163), 1939-48, is a keen co llec to r o f regim ental m emorabilia. He 
^ rc q u ire s  the fo llow ing  Diehard Journals to com ple te  a set from  192 2  to 1967 :- No. 1 Aug 34, No. 2 Nov 34, No. 

4 May 35, No. 6 Nov 35, No. 8 May 36, No. 9 Aug 36, No. 10 Nov 36, No. 3 Feb 38  and No. 6 Nov 38.
He would  also like any cop ies o f the magazine ‘Fall In ’ p roduced fo r tne M iddlesex Territoria l 

Association covering T.A. Bns, Cadet, National Reserve and Volunteer Aid D etachm ents during  W W I fo r the 
‘B rotherhood of Khaki’. Any Pre 1914 journals are eagerly sought for, also regim ental and battalion histories 
and Xmas Cards.

He is w illing  to pay fo r any items offered.

If you can help please w rite  to him at -  Mr. E. Platt, 3 W illow brook, St. James’s Road, Ham pton Hill, Mx 
T W 1 2 1 DJ.



OBITUARY

It is w ith  deep regret that w e have to announce the fo llow ing  have died:

AM BLER  -  O n 11 January 1985, Mrs Edith Am bler w ife  o f S g t R. Ambler.

BARN ARD -  O n 4 O ctobe r 1984, M r F.CJ. Barnard, aged 87 years.

M r Barnard served w ith  the 9th Bn 1914-18. He was one of the orig ina l m embers of the Reqimental 
Association . H is w idow  te lls me they were m arried fo r 61 years.

BARTLE -  O n 1 January 1985, Ex W O I(RSM ) Stanley James Bartle (6203433), aged 63  years.

Stan Bartle enlisted in to the Regim ent on 11 April 193 8  and on com ple tion  o f his recru it traininq jo ine A  
the 2nd Bn. He served w ith the 2nd Bn during the B.E.F. period from  13 April to 12 June 1940  and a ls o ^  
m North A frica  from 15 May to 6 Novem ber 1943. O n 12 June 1946  he was transferred to the Army 
Reserve in the rank o f S g t on com ple tion  o f 8 years and 62 days C o lour Service.

He re-enlisted on 22 July 194 6  and served in UK until 13 M arch 1953  when he was posted to the 1 st Bn 
in Austria. This was fo llow ed by C yprus/Jordan 195 5-5 8  and Hameln, BAOR. On 25 Novem ber 1959 
he was prom oted W O I(R SM ) and posted to the Depot M ill Hill. He was fina lly d ischarged on 1 July 
1961, on reduction  o f the establishm ent, having com ple ted 23  years and 42 days C o lour Service.

RSM Stan Bartle was a w e ll liked, respected and e ffic ien t m em ber o f the regim ent w ith a m arked sense 
o f responsib ility  w ith  excellen t man m anagement qualities.

The fuñera! w as attended by Lt-Col & M rs R.D. H utchings, C apt J.S.C. Flavell, Mr C liff Burgess and Mr 
b o b  Cubitt. Sadly the weather on the day o f the funeral was a troc ious and kept many who w ished to 
attend away.

BENNETT -  O n 7 April 1985, Ex W 0 2  Ernest A rthur Bennett (6196327), aged 79 years.

He enlisted at M ill H ill in 1924  and after tra in ing jo ined the 1 st Bn at A ldershot. During 192 5  he was 
posted to the 2nd Bn and served at Ahm ednagar, Madras, Sudan and fina lly in 1931 to home service at 
C o lcheste r and Southsea. He was d ischarged in 1936  w ith  the rank o f L/Sgt. In 1939 he reioined fo r 
service and was posted to the 5th Bn Beds and Herts Regim ent and prom oted to W 0 2 (C S M ) The Bn 
!^ /°u  ¡o S ingapore and he w as taken P O W  in 1942  and w orked on the in fam ous railway. Capta in 
W a lte r W ard attended the funeral and represented the Regim ental Association .

B LO W E R S  -  O n 1 February 1985, Ex Private Fred Betts B low ers (6211 727), aged 68  years.

Fred B low ers served w ith  the 1st Bn (2 /8 th ) from  18 January 194 0  until being invalided ou t on 30 
S eptem ber 194 4  ow ing to  his war wounds. O n 23 July 1944 he was severely wounded in the face 
arms, and legs. He> was eventually adm itted to the Royal S tar and G arter Home at R ichm ond on s L  
Novem ber 978 . Sadly he died at the Home. He w as always fu ll o f pra ise fo r the care and attention that h ^ i  
received. O w ing  to the severe w ounds to his face he w as a very private person but very pleasant indeed 
to ta lk to.

BO W ER  -  O n 30  A p ril 1985, Mrs M olly B ow er in her 89th  year.

M ollie Bow er was the w ife  o f the late M ajor G eoffrey A rthur Holm e Bower, M C  TD who died on 14 
January 1973, a fter g iv ing  long and valuable service to our 7th Bn. M ollie regularly attended the 
O ffice rs  C lub D inner and w ill be sadly m issed. The funeral was attended by Mai Gen S ir John 
W illoughby, Lt-Col T.W. Chattey and M ajor A.E.F. W aldron.

CLAPP -  O n 20 A p ril 1985, Private W a lte r Stanley C lapp (6210643), aged 65  years.

W a liy  C lapp  enlisted in to the regim ent on 15 Novem ber 1939  and was posted to the 1 st Bn in Honq 
Kong during  1940. He jo ined HQ  Com pany and the S ignal platoon. He became a P.O.W. on 25 
D ecem ber 1941 and was moved to Shinagawa Camp, Tokyo in A ugust 1942 w here he remained until 
he was repatriated to the U.K. in Novem ber 1945. He was m edica lly d ischarged o n 2 J a n u a ry 1 9 4 6  He 
resided at 5 A lbuhera C lose, Enfield, one of our Regim ental Homes. Sadly his w ife  died on 20 
N ovem ber 1982. W ally  was a Freeman o f the C ity o f London and a bookb inder by trade.

The funeral w as attended by M ajor A.E.F. W aldron, Mr and Mrs Evans, M r and M rs Poole M essrs 
C ubitt, Collier, Franklin and Matthews.

CO LVIN -  O n 29 Decem ber 1984, M ajor S. M cLeod Colvin, aged 8 9  years.

Served M iddlesex Regim ent 1914-21 and 1939-45. No other deta ils available.

C O M PTO N  -  O n 27 Decem ber 1984, Ex Sg t Leslie Com pton, aged 72 years.

Leslie C om pton served w ith the 1st Bn (2 /8 th) jo in ing  the Bn in 19 4 3  as a Private. He was a
professional foo tba lle r w ith the Arsenal gain ing in ternational honours in 195 0  and a lso played c ricke t
fo r the county o f M iddlesex, becom ing the regular w icke t keeper in 1947. Three well know n m em bers o f 
the 1st Bn have made con tribu tions and as Editor I feel that you w ill w ish  to read the ir tributes:

^  M ajor G eoffrey Tow nend w rites -
^  I was very sad to read of the recent death of S g t Leslie Com pton. Les served w ith  D Com pany, 1 st Bn,

from 194 3  and through the cam paign in N W  Europe until his dem obilisa tion  in A u gust 1946. He was 
very popular in his platoon and in the company, proving h im self to  be a good, consc ien tious  and fa ir 
m inded leader w ith  a dro ll sense o f humour. O ut of action, his fine  sporting  record and achievem ents 
w ith M iddlesex and Arsenal, were invaluable to the Com pany's teams, and his encouragem ent and 
advice  to the less able o f us was untiring and unstinted. He w ill be m issed by many.
Form er Sgt V ic Barley w rites -
To all w ho knew him Les was, firs t and forem ost a com ple te  gentleman. An all tim e ‘foo tba ll great'. He 
cou ld  have, w ithout doubt, been an autom atic cho ice  fo r the A.P.T.C. when he enlisted, but chose  to jo in 
his county regim ent ‘The D iehards’. He was posted to D Com pany and the M ortars. He jo ined the Bn at 
Southend, Essex, when the Bn moved back to England from  Iceland and served through until the end of 
hostilities, w h ich  of course included the invasion o f France, known w ide ly  as the Second Front. He 
naturally, on jo in ing  the Bn, was a autom atic cho ice  fo r the S occer XI. In his career as a ‘p ro ’ foo tb a lle r he 
played fo r Arsenal before and a fter the war, during  the post war period he gained in ternational honours 
at the age o f 37! W as capped tw ice  fo r England. S trangely he was centre-half fo r both Arsena l and 
England post war and yet always played inside le ft fo r the Bn side and the 15th Sco ttish  D iv is ion XI. The 
soccer career at an end saw Leslie as ‘M ine Host' of the Hanley Arm s in Hornsey. O n ly  a step away from  
his only professional club, the Arsenal; Leslie changed houses and became ‘M ine Host' at the ‘P rince of 
W a le s ’ in H ighgate Village, still only a step from  H ighbury, the home of the great ‘G unne rs ’ team. He 
then took up B ow ls w inn ing  many top  honours at th is  sport and a fter having a fo o t am putated he still 
carried on the sport and won the North London B ow ls Cham pionsh ip. Leslie  w as held in very high 
esteem by all, he w ill be greatly m issed by all w ho ever had any contact w ith  him; as previously stated -  A 
Perfect Gentleman.

C apt Bob W hitehead writes:
I was the Bn goa lkeeper and w e had rather a good team of w h ich  the late Lt-Col Fanny W a lden  was

•  extremely proud. I th ink that it was som etim e in 1942 that he sent fo r me and show ed me the nam es o f 
the next draft. ‘Private L.H. C om pton ’ -  I believe he is a professional footballer! He was. There w as no 
hold ing us a fter that. W e  w ent on to w in  the Divisional and the Northern Com m and C ham pionsh ip . I 
have a photo o f the team now w h ich  was -  R e  Bennett, R e  Mansell, CpI Rosser, Lt W hitehead, R e  
C om pton, L /c  Dickie, L /c  Hard, 2L t S tubbs, CpI Stratton, CSM I M eadow s (M usc les-C ap t), Pte Young, 
CpI Barley, L /c  Jones. W hat fun w e had in that team and w hat an insp ira tion  Leslie C om pton proved to 
be.

D IAM O ND -  O n 2 O ctobe r 1984, Ex CpI Sydney Carlton D iam ond (41289 51 ), aged 67 years.

He enlisted into the C hesh ire  Regim ent on 3 May 1939  but on 18 Novem ber was transferred to the 1 / 
8th Bn w ith whom  he served until 21 D ecem ber 1945. He was w ounded w h ile  serving w ith  B Company.

DURRANT -  In early February 1985, Mr A lbert Durrant, aged 87  years.

He served w ith the 18th Bn during the G reat W a r 1914-18 . Inform ation from  the Essex County 
S tandard dated 15 February 1985.

FLO RENC E -  O n 21 February 1985, CpI F.E. F lorence (72629 06), aged 71 years o f the Royal A rm y M edical 
C orps.
CpI ‘F lo ’ Florence, RAMC, w ill be we ll remembered by mem bers o f the 1 st Bn w ho were on the L isbon 
M aru and in Kobe House, Japan. He m in istered to the s ick w ith  grea ttenderness  and understanding. He 
was M entioned in Despatches on 1 2 S eptem ber 1946  fo r D is tingu ished S ervice w h ils t a P.O.W . in 
Japan. He w as also a good s inger and a great organ iser o f concerts. M r B ill Franklin from  A lbuhera 

k  C lose attended the funeral and represented the Regim ental A ssociation .



G O D D A R D  -  O n 21 M arch 1985, Ex C pI C harles Douglas G oddard, MM, BEM (6202957), aged 64 years.

D oug ie  G oddard  enlisted as a boy so ld ier on 6 April 1936, and jo ined the 2nd Bn. On 2 February 1937 
he w as posted to the 1 st Bn then serving at G illm an Barracks, S ingapore. O n 20 A ugust 1937 the Bn 
m oved to Hong Kong w here he excelled at all sports  and in 1940 became a Bn boxer figh ting  at Heavy 
W eight. During the Battle fo r Hong Kong one o f the p ill boxes manned by C  Com pany was com m anded 
by CpI G oddard. For his gallantry and outstand ing devotion to duty on th is occasion he was awarded 
the M ilitary Medal. He became a P.O.W. on 25  D ecem ber 1941 and was moved to Japan about 1943 
and to Osaka Cam p where he worked at the C o pper m ines and the shipyard. He was repatriated to UK 
during  O ctobe r 1945  and d ischarged on 30  O ctobe r 194 5  on com ple tion o f his engagem ent He 
returned to Arm agh and jo ined the 5th Royal Irish Fusiliers T.A. and became Drum Major. In 1 963  h ^  
was aw arded the British  Em pire Medal. A fte r v is iting  H ong Kong in M arch and w h ils t on the way h o r n ™  
via Austra lia  w here he w as vis iting his daughter, he sadly co llapsed and died. For 35 years he was 
em ployed by B ritish  Telecom.

He was a staunch m em ber of the Regim ental A ssociation and w ill be sadly missed.

GREEN — O n 14 A p ril 1985, Ex Private R. Green, aged 54  years.

Served 1949-51 and was w ith  the 1st Bn in Korea.

HAM BLY -  O n 24 M arch 1984, Ex CpI W illiam  John Ham bly (14400470), aged 59 years.

B ill Hambly was called up on 29 July 194 2  and a fter tra in ing  jo ined the 1 st Bn (2 /8 th ) and served w ith 
11 Platoon C  Com pany in Europe 1944-45 . He becam e Technical CpI. He was dem obilised on 25 July 
1947 and jo ined  the Ford M otor Com pany at Dagenham.

HAM M ETT -  O n 11 S eptem ber 1984, Ex CpI W illiam  A lbert Ham m ett (60370  and 6190501), aged 85  years.

Served w ith  the 1 /8 th , 1s t Bn and 4th Bns 1917-23 . A lso  RA SC  1939-45.

HEND ERSO N -  O n 6 M arch 1985, Lt-Col Anthony Delaval Henderson, Royal W arw icksh ire  Reqim ent aqed 
74 years.

He com m anded the 2nd Bn, then In Palestine, from  2 February 1947, b ring ing the Bn back to UK during 
the May. H e was posted to  a S ta ff appointm ent on 30  July 1948.

Col I.R. Burrow s, O BE, MA, attended the funeral and represented the Regim ental Association .

H ICKM AN -  O n 12 A p ril 1985, Ex Private W illiam  James H ickm an (6850364), aged 70 years.

B ill H ickm an en listed on 13  June 1940  and landed on S w ord Beach on 7 June 1 94 4  w ith 5 P latoon B 
Company, 2nd Bn, He w as involved in the figh ting  at Cam bes W ood and Caen. He was d ischarged on 
20 June 1946. He only jo ined  the Regim ental Associa tion  in February and was looking fo rw ard 
attending the  A lbuhe ra  S ervice in S t Paul's Cathedra l and the Reunion. Sadly it w as not to be.

K IN G  -  O n 13  D ecem ber 1984, Ex W O l A rthu r W illiam  King (1745  and 242940), aged 90 years.

He served from  20 N ovem ber 1 91 3  to 4 July 1919  seeing service w ith  our 1 /1 0 th  Bn and 1 /5 th  Buffs.

He w as res ident at G alanos House, Long Itchington, Rugby, a Royal British  Legion Home.

K IN G S LA N D  -  O n 20  A p ril 1985, Ex Private W illiam  Kingsland (61944 37), aged 80  years.

B ill K ingsland en listed into the regim ent on 27 June 1921 and served w ith  D Com pany 2nd Bn in 
Silesia, Germ any, S ingapore  and India. He w as transferred to the Arm y Reserve on 26 Decem ber 1928.

D uring the Second W o rld  W ar he served w ith the Royal Navy and was m entioned in despatches. He is 
the brother o f M rs T illy  Jones, W id o w  o f the late S g t Kenny Jones (6197370).

M AN N IN G  -  O n 9 M arch 1985, Ex Private John M athew  M anning (6 2085 97  and 22546620), aged 68  years.

Jock M anning was called up fo r serv ice  in 194 0  and served w ith  2nd and 1 /7 th  Bns (8th Army). He was 
also at Akayeri in Iceland w ith  the 2nd Bn P rincess Lou ises's Kensington Regim ent in 1941. He was 
transferred to the Reserve In 1947. He re-enlisted in 1950  and was posted to the 1 st Bn in Hong Kong 
and jo ined S Com pany. He served in Korea w ith  the Bn and on 13 February 1952  was attached to 26 
S pecia l A ir S ervice jo in ing  th is unit in Malaya. He returned to the Bn on 17 Decem ber 1952 S ervice in 
Austria  and C yprus fo llow ed  but on 15 O ctobe r 1958  he was m edically d ischarged to pension.

A m ost likeable character who was always in terested and very generous to the Regimental A s s o c ia t io r ^  
He never m arried and lived w ith  his s is ter in C lapham.

MILNE -  O n 21 O ctober 1983, Ex Private G eorge M ilne (6194098), aged 80  years.

He served w ith the 1st Bn from  1922-29  and became Bu tchers storem an and later O ffice rs  M ess 
Silverman. He was called up fo r service in 193 9  serving until 1945.

N EW TO N -  On 9 July 1981, Ex CpI Reginald G eoffrey Newton (6202708), aged 66  years.

CpI Newton enlisted on 22 O ctobe r 193 5  and served w ith the 2nd Bn. He was very seriously wounded 
w h ils t serving w ith  the 2nd Bn at D unkirk and was m edica lly d ischarged on 8 May 1942.

SKINNER -  O n 3 M arch 1985, M ajor Bryan Anthony Skinner, aged 54  years.

^  Bryan Skinner was one o f those ex national service o ffice rs  w ho became a D iehard a lm ost by
9  coincidence. C om m issioned during  National Service into the Royal Arm y Educational C o rps  he

com m enced his obliga tory T.A. service w ith a LA A /S L  Regim ent at Cowley, Mx. Follow ing a num ber o f 
am algamations w h ich occurred in the 1950s, Bryan, then w ith  604  LA A /S L  Regt RA(RF) TA at 
W em bley, jo ined the 9th Bn at K ingsbury then com m anded by Co lone l John Doyle. A fte r som e years 
spent in Yorkshire, and service w ith  the W . Yorks T.A., Bryan returned South in tim e to jo in  the 
s ign ifican t com bination o f the 7th, 8th and 9th Bns in to the new ly-form ed 5th Bn com m anded by 
C olone l Ian Brotherton. Bryan had charge of the Ealing Com pany and w as prom oted Major. A lw ays a 
highly popular o ffice r w ith  all ranks, Bryan brough t to his T.A. service the sam e enthusiasm , industry  and 
fla ir w h ich  characterised his business life. O n leaving C am bridge University, where he coxed G oldie, 
he spent som e years w ith  I.C.I. before venturing into advertising. This in turn led to an in terest in bu ild ing  
construction  and property developm ent. C rest Homes, a small private com pany was form ed and w ith in  
a few  years w ent pub lic. In this, as in other ventures, he was ably supported by G eoffrey, son of the late 
C o lone l Graham  Fox (9 Mx). Subsequen t acqu is itions resulted in the present C rest N icholson PLC .The 
financia l rewards w h ich  resulted from  very hard work, considerab le  business acum en and com ple te
integrity meant regrettably that Bryan became a Tax exile in Jersey to the great sorrow  o f his many
friends in England. O ur sympathy in the ir great loss goes to his W idow , Celia, and the irth re e  daughte rs 
and son.

C apt John Slack.

SO BE Y -  O n 21 M arch 1985, Capta in E.G.C. Sobey, RAOC, aged 56 years.

Bob Sobey, a Platoon C om m ander in D Com pany 1st M iddlesex in Korea 1950-51 died in T re liske  
Hospital, Truro. He was the only survivor from  Korea of the three Royal Arm y O rdnance C o rps  o ffice rs  
on a 12 month attachm ent to the 1 st Bn. As a young 2nd Lieutenant he cam e into his ow n in Korea. He 
and his greatest friend G eoff W hite, a lso RAOC, com m anded the firs t tw o platoons of the batta lion to 
c ross the Nakton River in a patrol action in Septem ber 1950. During th is action B ob 's  p latoon cam e 
under heavy fire  and he w ill be remem bered by those then w ith  him fo r his skill and courage  in

•  extricating his platoon and bring ing the w ounded safely back to base. Later he was to lead D C om pany’s 
attack on M iddlesex Hill. T ill the onset o f his illness early th is year he had been w ork ing fo r B lue C irc le  
Cem ent in Falmouth having retired from  the R AO C in 1961.

TURNER -  O n 13 A ugust 1984, Ex S g t W illiam  A lfred  Turner (6200385), aged 69  years.

T w ister Turner served from  26  M arch 1933 to 11 M arch 1956. He w as taken P O W  w ith  the 1 st Bn in 
Hong Kong and was a survivor o f the L isbon Maru. I regret to say that I have been unable, at the moment, 
to trace deta ils o f his service from  1945 to 1956. O n retirem ent he becam e a Security  G uard.

W ALLER -  O n 7 A p ril 1985, C o lone l Alan Rex W aller, MBE, M C, aged 70 years.

W hen I learned o f Rex’s untim ely death on Easter Sunday last I rang up B rigad ie r J.O.E. Vandeleur, 
DSO, (Irish G uards) to  tell him and who in his M em oirs -  A S o ld ie r’s S tory -  said “when I took  over 
com m and o f 47(L) Infantry B rigade T.A. in 1949  consis ting  of The London Scottish, London Irish and 
7th Bn The M iddlesex Regim ent I w as provided w ith the best B rigade M ajor I have ever known in my life, 
Rex W a lle r of The M iddlesex Regiment." I th ink all who knew him liked and respected him not only fo r 
that im pish m ischievous sm ile but fo r his dow n right efficiency. He jo ined us in the 2 /8 th  Mx, later to 
becom e the resuscita ted 1 st Bn, shortly before the 193 9-4 5  W a r serving in A Company. W h ils t the Bn 
was ith 61 st D ivision he did a tour w ith  them  as S ta ff Capta in but returned to the Bn -  then the 1 st Bn in 
15th (Scottish) D ivision fo r the fo rm ation of B rigade Support G roups and cam e as my 2 IC  in ‘B ’ Group. 
W hen these were disbanded and w e  returned to three M MG  C om panies and one 4.2 M ortar Com pany 

_  he took over A Com pany w h ich  he led from  the invasion o f N.W. Europe to Lubeck in N.E. G erm any. It
B  w as fo r his outstand ing leadership during  th is cam paign that he w as aw arded the M ilitary C ross.



The end o f the war was shortly to see him at S taff Co llege and then his appointm ent as B rigade Major 
47(L) Infantry Brigade. Then fo llow ing  a tour w ith 1 st M iddlesex in Hong Kong in 1952, he was posted 
to 7th Mx as Tra in ing  M ajor and also cam e my 2IC. This was fo llow ed by a tour as Depot Com m ander at 
M ill H ill w here we still w orked closely together on The Regim ental History. He was awarded the M.B.E. 
in 1958. He then assum ed many exacting S ta ff Appoin tm ents, not only in U.K., but in NEARELFTto N.W. 
Europe ultimately hold ing the appointm ent as Co lone l in Land O perations D ivision A llied Forces 
C entra l Europe from  w h ich he retired in 1970.
However Rex cou ld  not re linquish his zest fo r w o rk and he was shortly to run the fabulous W addesdon 
M anor a fo rm er home o f the R o thsch ild  fam ily where his ability  was much appreciated by The National 
Trust. M
These m em ories may be som ewhat personal but w e had served together fo r many years. However r  
know that all w ho knew him had the high regard, that I have, o f the contribu tion  he made to life  and his 
Country.
He w ill be sadly m issed, by Mary and his tw o  daughters, as we ll as by us all.

W.D.E.

W H ITE  -  O n 6 M arch 1985, S g t Alan Richard W h ite  (6200516), aged 74 years.

Alan W h ite  served from  1932  to 1948. No other service deta ils are available.

W H ITE  -  O n 13 A p ril 1985, Stanley G. W hite, MBE, aged 88 years, o f the Princess Lou ise ’s Kensington 
Regiment.
Stan W h ite  was a Kensington at heart fo r the w ho le  o f his adu lt life. He was Secretary o f the O C A  for 
many years and in later life was m ade a V ice  P res iden t Stan knew everyone and everything about his 
regim ent. He w ill be very sadly m issed indeed and a trem endous loss. Many D iehards w ill remember 
him w ith  affection.

REGIMENTAL G O O D S

The fo llow ing  regim ental goods are availab le for purchase. These can be obta ined by w riting  to the 
Secretary, M ajor A.E.F. W ald ron , MBE, Lynsore Bungalow , U pper Hardres, Canterbury, Kent C T4 6EE. 
Cheques should be m ade payable to the M iddlesex Regim ental Association . Postage and packing is included 
in the price.

Badges Blazer, M iddlesex £ 6 .0 0  each

Ice Buckets, m iniature s ide  drum 
w ith  regim ental emblazon £ 1 1 .5 0  each

G lass, W h isky  tum b ler engraved w ith 
M iddlesex Regim ent badge £ 4 .5 0  each

T ies Regtl O ld  Pattern Terylene 
(M aroon and O ld  G old) £ 2 .0 0  each

T ies Regtl N ew  Pattern Terylene £ 2 .0 0  each

T ies O ffice rs ’ C lub  S ilk £ 4 .5 0  each

W a ll Plaques, M iddlesex £ 1 1 .5 0  each

H isto ry ‘D iehards in Korea' £5 .0 0  each




