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FO R E C A S T  O F  E V E N T S  1980
Event

Q ueen’s R egim ent G ran d  Reunion, H ow e 
Barracks, C anterbury.

2/7th Bn Annual D inner, V icto ry  C lub , 
Seym our Street, L ondon W 2.

M iddlesex R egt G olfing S ociety, A utum n 
M eeting, N orth  H ants G o lf  C lu b , Fleet, 
Hants.

9th Battalion O fficers’ C lu b  D inner. 

Attendance at C h u rch  Parade, Royal 
H ospital Chelsea.

Executive M eeting Regim ental Association 
Com m ittee, C ou n ty  H all, L ondon S E i.  

C erem ony at F ield  o f  Rem em brance, 
M iddlesex G uildhall and W estm inster 
A bbey.

1000 hours— Rem em brance D a y Service at 
Inglis Barracks, M ill H ill, followed by 
reunion at T A  C entre, Edgw are.

1045 hours— 7th Bn W reath L a yin g  
C erem ony at H ornsey Parish C hurch. 

1500 hours— 2/ioth Bn R em em brance
D ay Service at S t N icholas C hurch, 
C hisw ick.

D O N A T IO N S  T O  T H E  R E G I M E N T A L  
A S S O C IA T IO N  C H A R IT A B L E  F U N D

T h e  Secretary gratefu lly acknowledges the follow ­
ing donations to the C haritable F un d :
(a) T h e  L illey  Benevolent T ru s t  has again donated 

£200 00 to the Regim ent and in accordance
I  w ith the T ru sts  wishes £100-00 has been
"  credited to the Regim ental Association C h arit­

able Fund and £100 00 to the 9th Battalion 
Regimental M useum  Fund to be held for m ain­
taining and/or acquiring exhibits for their
display in the M useum .

(b) L egacy o f  £53 26 from  the estate o f the late 
M r M ontague Ernest Sm ith.

(c) M r T . A . Barton, M aj F . H . Blackburn, M r D . 
C avill, M r R. R. P. C hapm an, L t  C ol T .  W . 
C hattey, M r C . J. C ox, M r E . J. G am er, the 
late M aj S ir  H ildreth G lyn-Jones, M r F . G . 
G u m ey, L t  G en  S ir  Brian H orrocks, M r  W . R. 
L ee, M r  R. J. R idler, C ap t J. R. Riseley, M r 
A . J. Sm ith, M r R. Sm ith (H K -R A O C ), M ai 
M . W ild.

B E N E V O L E N T  CASES
(a) D u rin g  the period January 1 to D ecem ber 31, 

1979 the sum o f  £2,676 22 was spent on  assist­
ing 60 m em bers o f the Regim ent.

(b) D u rin g  the period January 1 to June 15, 1980, 
the sum o f  £ 1 ,3 17  60 was spent on assisting 31 
m em bers o f  the Regim ent.

F R E E  N E W S L E T T E R
T h e  E ditor wishes to thank the follow ing m em bers 

for their generosity in paying extra subscriptions so 
that free copies o f  the Diehards Newsletter can be 
sent to deserving O ld  C om rades: M r T .  A . Barton, 
M r W . A . Belcher, M aj F . H . Blackburn, M r  A . J. 
Briggs, M r  D . C avill, M r  R. R. P. C hapm an, L t  C ol 
T .  W . C hattey, M r A . G . W . C ooper, M r C . J. C ox, 
M aj R. J. P . C um m ins, M r L . D . Eggleton, M r T .  
Em erson, M r J. D . Forgham , M r E. J. G arner, M r
C . H . G off, L t  E. C . G raham , M aj W . H . G rogan , 
M r  F. G . G urney, M r  W . H am lin, M r G . H iggins, 
C apt P. S. Ingham , M r T . L ack , M r S. L . L lo yd , 
M r P. F. M aloney, M r J. M . M annering, M r  A . 
M ason, M r E . R. M illard , M r K . Partridge, M r J. 
M . Pritchard, M r R. J. R id ler, C ap t J. R . Riseley, 
C o l R. D . Sherbrooke-W alker, M r M . H . Short, 
M rs D . S im s (N ellie  C lark), M r A . J. Sm ith, M r  R. 
Sm ith (H K -R A O C ), M r  H . F . Stillw ell, M aj W . F. 
T u rn e r, M aj M . W ild , M r  S . R. W oolner, M aj D . 
M . W . Y ou n g.
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A L B U H E R A  S E R V IC E  O F  R E M E M B R A N C E

T h e  A lb u h era Service o f  Rem em brance was held 
in the Regim ental M em orial C hapel in St P au l’s 
Cathedral on Saturday, M a y  17, 1980, at 2.30 pm.

T h e  serm on was preached by the Reverend W .
E. B. Jones, M A , V ica r o f  N orth  W em b ley, M id d le­
sex, and form er C haplain  to the 1st Battalion.

L t  C o l T .  W . C h attey, o b e . President o f the 
R egim ental Association, M aj G en  S ir  John W illo u gh ­
by, k b e , c b , and M aj G en  C . M . M . M an, c b , o b e , 

m c , attended the Service supported by a v ery  good 
turnout b y  m em bers o f  the Regim ental Association 
and their fam ilies. In Pensioner Fred W orton, now 
84, attended as usual. T h is  is very encouraging for 
the future. T h e  Service next year w ill be held on 
Saturday, M a y  16— A lbuhera D a y— so book the 
date now.

A N N U A L  R E U N IO N

T h e  A nnual Reunion took place on Saturday, 
M ay 17, 1980, at the T A  C entre, D eansbrook Road, 
Edgw are. F o r the past 11 years the reunion has been 
held at the Porchester H all, Q ueensw ay, and the 
venue w as changed b y  popular request. T h e  change 
was w elcom ed by a good attendance.

O u r President, L t  C ol T .  W . C hattey, o b e , 
accom panied by tw o form er C olonels o f the R egi­
m ent, M aj G en  S ir  John W illo u gh b y, k b e , c b , and 
M aj G en  C . M . M . M an, c b , o b e , m c , attended. 
S u p p ort was also given b y  a party from  1 Q u een ’s, 
C an terb u ry, led b y  their R S M . C ap t K en  Beale 
b rought a party from  the D epot at Bassingboum  
as he has done in past years. T h e  bar facilities w ill 
be im proved next year.

T h e  1981 Reunion w ill take place at E dgw are on 
S aturday, M a y  16— A lb uh era D a y— w hat better 
reason fo r attending could there be, so reserve the 
date now’.

O F F IC E R S ’ C L U B  D IN N E R

T h e  O fficers’ C lu b  D in n er was held at the C avalry 
and G u ard s C lu b , 127 P iccadilly, L o n d on  W i ,  on 
F riday, M a y  16, 1980.

T h is  is the first tim e for m any years that the 
D in n er has coincided w ith  A lb uh era D ay. In 
accordance w ith  ou r usual custom  w idow s and 
nearest relatives o f  form er officers w ere invited as 
guests and the follow ing atten d ed :

M iss Jean Bow er, daughter o f  M aj G . A . H. 
B ow er, M rs M . C raw ford , w ido w  o f C ol M . C raw ­
ford, M rs F . M . N eal, w idow  o f  C ap t H . A . N eal, 
M rs  D . Pike, w idow  o f  M aj J. I. D . Pike, M rs P. 
W eller, widow o f  M aj A . V . W eller. T h e  R ev W .
E . B. Jones and M rs Jones w ere guests o f  the 
C lu b .

M em b ers present were:
L t  C o l T .  W . C h attey  and M rs C hattey, President 

and C hairm an, C o l I. D . Brotherton and M rs 
Brotherton, V ice-C hairm an, M aj G en  S ir  John 
W illo u gh b y, M aj G en  C . M . M . M an  and M rs M an, 
B rig  G . L e rw ill and M rs L erw ill, B rig  D . B. Rendell 
and M rs  R end ell, C ol I. R . Burrow s and M iss B. 
C o lley , C o l R. M . C ain and M rs C ain , C ol A . S. J. 
de S . C layton  and M rs C layton, C o l W . D . Ellis 
and M rs E llis, C o l A . M . M an  and M rs M an , C ol

H. J. A . M oore, C ol D . R. W . Thom as and M rs 
T hom as, C o l A . R. W aller, L t  C ol C . N. Clayden 
and M rs C layden, L t  C ol D . E . D ow len and M rs 
D ow len, L t  C ol G . L . Fox, L t  C ol P. J. Hall and 
M rs H all, L t  C ol J. M . H ewson, L t  Col E. A . H. 
Jeffcoat, L t  C ol K . A . L ee  E m ery and M rs Lee 
E m ery, L t  C o l H . M . du V . Lohan and M rs Lohan, 
M rs j .  S . B. Pollard, M aj R. A . Bartlett and M rs 
Bartlett, M aj F . J. Bennett and M rs Bennett, Maj 
M . J. Beaum ont, M aj K . R. M c K . Biggs, M rs M cK . 
Biggs and M iss E . H utcheson, M aj E. A. Bull and 
M rs Bull, M aj R. A . J. C heffins and M rs C h e ffin s^ ^  
M aj J. G . C hiverall, M aj H . E . Couch and M r . ^  
C ouch, M aj W . G . A . C ru m ley and M rs C rum ley, 
M aj D . M . Falcke and M rs Falcke, Maj C . H. K . 
Fisher and M rs Fisher, M aj S. L . Henshaw and M rs 
H enshaw, M aj C . L . Law rence and M rs L a w r e n ^ ^  
M aj M . D . L egg , M aj D . V . Littlejohn and 
L ittlejohn, M aj P. D . H. M arshall and M rs M arshall, 
M aj A . E. M cM an u s and M rs M cM anus, M aj F . J. 
M illard and M rs M illard , M aj R. E. B. M orris and 
M rs M orris, M aj B. S t G . A . Reed and M rs Reed, 
M aj R. W . J. Sm ith and M rs Sm ith, Maj A . E. F. 
W aldron and M rs W aldron, C apt M . J. S. Doran 
and M rs D oran, C apt J. S. C . Flavell and M rs 
F lavell, C ap t R. M . F ox  and M rs Fox, Capt B. M . 
O ’ Regan, L t  J. P. A . D ay, L t  J. C . L . G robel and 
M iss A n n e G robel.

T H E  Q U E E N ’S R E G IM E N T
A fter 4J years in W erl (B A O R ) the 1st Bn (L t C ol 

D avid  D ickins, m b e ) m oved in to How-e Barracks, 
C anterbury, the ‘H om e’ o f  T h e  Regiment on April 
14. L t  C o l John H olm an, o b e , w’ho w-as its previous 
C om m anding Officer, has been posted to an im port­
ant appointm ent w ith  H Q  1 (BR) C orps at Bielefeld.

T h e  2nd Bn (L t C o l Peter Barrow-) arrived at 
C olchester in Septem ber last after two years in 
G ib raltar and, at the beginning o f  April, started a 
four m onth’s tour in N orth  Arm agh.

A fter a successful tour in South Armagh from 
M arch  to July last year, the 3rd Bn (L t Col G avin 
Bulloch) returned to D over. Recently they have senj^^ 
C om panies to Belize and C yprus for short tra in in fB r 
periods. In M arch  next year, the 3rd Bn will start a 
B A O R  tour in Fallingbostel but, before then, they 
w ill spend a m onth in Canada, and possibly tw-o 
m onths in Kenya.

Som e highlights in 1980 are: M assed Bands at 
the E ngland v  W ales R u gb y M atch  at Tw-ickenham 
on February 16; 2nd Bn Band and Drum s at 
W em b ley for the Football L eague C u p  on M arch 
15 ; M assed Bands, again at W em bley, for the 
S choolboys S occer International on June 7; H M S  
Excellent’ s 150th A nniversary Celebrations at W hale 
Island (June 9 -15 ). T w o  other ‘highlights’ o f  the 
year w ill be the G rand Reunion o f  O ld Com rades 
at H ow e Barracks on Sunday, A ugust 3, and the 
O fficers’ C lu b  D in n er at C la rid ge ’s H otel on Friday, 
S eptem ber 5.

A L B U H E R A  D A Y  1980
T h e  169th anniversary o f the Battle o f A lb u h er^ ^  

was com m em orated at Inglis Barracks, M ill H ill, 
ou r last R egim ental D epo t, and one named after the 
illustrious C om m anding O fficer o f  the 57th Regiment, 
on F riday, M a y  16.

M y  own household was roused by the strains o f 
the regim ental m arch ‘S ir M anley Pow er’ , preceded 
by the regim ental call. It appears that other Diehards 
w-ere tuned in as the telephone rang early in the 
m orning w-ith greetings from  Peter A llen  (6408497) 
as the first caller follow ed later by A lbuhera G reeting 
from  M aj G en  B. P. H ughes, the last H onorary 
C olonel o f  our T erritorials, C ol H. A . A . How-ell, 
w ho played the regim ental m arch over the telephone 
to accom pany his greetings, C /S gt M ervyn  Sm ith, 
m y youngest son, now  serving w-ith 1st Battalion, 
T h e  Q ueen ’s R egim ent, Les Plum b (22466825) and 

l^ fc jo h n  Soden (6200167). T h e  postm an delivered a 
sheaf o f letters am ong w’hich w-ere m issives from 
Brig T o n y  Pielow  from  Chalm azel (Loire) France, 
M aj Bill L o ve ll, from  O stende and M rs Flora 
Bechet— daughter o f  the late R S M  M . D onoghue, 

from  Palm a de M allorca, Spain, w here she is 
^ T om iciled . E xcellent tim ing b y  all for the m ail to 

arrive spot on.
Reaching the barracks early to ensure all was well, 

it gave me great pride and jo y  to see the D iehards’ 
regim ental flag flying proudly from  the flag-pole on 
the square, the bright sunshine accentuating the 
centre panel o f  yellow- on w hich  is em blazoned our 
badge. It was the first flash o f colour one w ould see 
on entering the barracks and certainly caught the 
eye o f  the visitor.

A t 11 am, tw o wreaths w ere laid on ou r m em orial. 
O ne o f the panels is inscribed, ‘T o  the glorious 
dead o f  the R egim ent, engaged in cam paigns, 
I 757- I 9 I 3 > two others are to ou r dead o f the tw-o 
W orld  W ars and K orea. O ne w reath w-as from  the 
Regim ent, and the other from  the Postal and C ourier 
D epot, Royal Engineers, the unit w ho now  occupy 
the barracks. T h e  Com m andant, C ol R. N . R. P. 
James and m yself m arched together from  the road 
to the m em orial and sim ultaneously placed the 
floral tributes to the heroes o f 18 11. T u rn in g  about, 
ou r regim ental m arch was played as I doffed m y 
bow ler, the Com m andant, the A djutant, M aj E . J. 
Lyons, R E , L t  C om  D avid  Sum m ers, R N , and 

^ ^ R S M  A dam  Jack all stood at the salute w hilst our 
^ ^ R egim en ta l Standard was dipped and ou r O ld 

Com rades, in line, stood to attention. From  where I 
stood in front o f our m em orial, it w-as very im pres­
sive. Bright sunshine, Officers in N o  1 uniform  w-ith 
m edals and swords, our soldiers on the grass so 
sm art and proud w ith  S yd  W eb b  in his wheelchair 
on the flank, and ou r ladies w atching from  the road, 
at tim es nodding w ith  approbation. T h e  sun caught 
the ornam ental lam ps presented by C o l D esm ond 
Ellis, in 1955, w hen the com m em orative gates were 
erected to mark the G olden  Jubilee o f ou r occupying 
the barracks. T h ese  nice lam ps remain on the pillars 
now  the gates have been m oved from  the entrance 
to the road b y  the m em orial.

T h e  Standard Ensign was G eorge H urlock, 
w hilst am ong other com rades on parade were C apt 
D on  Jones, L t  S idn ey Butler, Bob A m bler, G inger 
Batson, A rch ie  Brow-n, G eorge Cum m ins, Babe

• D enton, L es  E ggleton, Bill Franklin, ‘T ittle s ’ 
Lew-in, whose grandfather trained the 77th Shooting 
team  w ho w ere A rm y C ham pions 1878, 1879 and 
1880, Pat M aloney, C harlie  M atthew s, Jack M ilroy, 
Stan M urray, Les P lum b and John Poyner. T h e  
parade gave p roof to the w-ords on ou r Standard,

‘Com rades in W ar and Peace’ .
It w as apt to have a serving officer o f  the Royal 

N a vy  on our parade as our first officer or man o f the 
Regim ent to be killed in action was Ensign W illiam  
T ow nshend w ho was killed w hilst at sea when the 
Regim ent w ere acting as M arines w ith  the M editerra­
nean Fleet. It is fitting also that the Postal and C ourier 
D epot, R oyal E ngineers jo in  us, not only as the 
caring guardians o f ou r m em orial at M ill H ill ; but 
the official w ho was responsible that the A rm y during 
the Peninsular W ar received its m ail in the Field  
was John Sevright, whose name is given to the road 
in front o f  the H eadquarters B lock in the barracks.

A s I dism issed the parade, the Com m andant said 
to me that he wished to show his appreciation o f our 
Regim ent, and invited A L L  our D iehards and our 
ladies into the O fficers’ M ess for a drink and a 
toast. Buglers, Janker W allahs, Saints, Sinners, 
H aircuts and Shaves, all w ere w elcom e. W h at a 
com plim ent, w hat an honour fo r the chaps whose 
view  o f the M ess w hilst serving had either been as 
m em bers o f the band or fatigue men years ago. T h is  
m agnificent gesture was m uch appreciated b y  all. 
In the mess, w e toasted the D iehards to the m usic 
o f ‘T h e  Jolly D ieh ards’ , the 57th song w ritten at 
the close o f the M aori W ar in 1866, raising our glasses 
and drinking as the vocalist sang the final stanza, 
‘ S o  fill up yo u r glasses and show- you r regard by 
drinking the health to the Jolly D ieh ard s’ .

It was a good start to our annual com m em oration 
for A lbuhera. I alw-ays celebrate A lb uhera D a y on 
M ay 16, and w-hen at hom e, am at our m em orial 
com e rain, hail, sunshine, sandstorm , volcanic 
eruption or landslide. T o  be jo in ed  in ou r pride is a 
great fillip  as w-e recall our glo ry and boast o f  our 
heritage and our im perishable name ‘ D ieh ard s’ the 
only regim ent whose name has been taken into 
our language.

M a j  D i c k  S m i t h

M A J  G E N  B. A . C O A D , CB, CBE , D SO , D L

M aj G en  B. A . C oad  w-ho died on M arch  26, 
1980, aged 73 years, was com m ander o f  the 27th 
Infantry- Brigade in H on g K o n g  and K orea 19 50 -51. 
T h e  1st Battalion w ere under his com m and during 
this period.

A  M em orial Service for M aj G en  B. A . C oad  was 
held at D evizes on W ednesday, A p ril 30, and was 
attended b y  M aj G e n  S ir  John W illo u gh b y, k b e , 

c b , C ol A . M . M an, d s o , o b e , and M r G . Y ou n g. 

C o l A . M . M an w rites:
‘O n learning o f the death this w eek o f  G en  

A u b rey C oad , w e o f  the 1st M idd lesex who 
served in his 27th (later Com m onw ealth) Infantry 
Brigade in H ong K o n g  in 1949, and at the b egin­
ning o f the Korean W ar in 1950-51 w ill have a 
sense o f  real and personal loss. But for his strong 
personality and leadership, in conditions w hich in 
K o rea could have suffered m any m ore casualties 
than it did ; a Battalion m ight even have been lost 
for no sound reason. O ften  ‘out on a lim b ’ , we 
trusted him  to get us back and he never failed to 
do so. U n d er his com m and, w e w-ere the envy of 
ou r allies. N o w  w e are m ourning the loss o f a fine 
Com m ander, and a friend loyal and true to one 
and a ll’ .
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R E G I M E N T A L  M U S E U M

C u rato r: M aj R. W . J. Sm ith, m b e , 12 D evonshire 
Road, M ill H ill, L ondon N W 7 .

T h e  follow ing are recent acquisitions for the 
M u s e u m :

U n ifo rm s  o f L t  G e n  S ir  B r ia n  G. H o rro ck s , 
K C B , K B E , D SO , M C , L L D

T h e  latest exhibits to augm ent those previously 
g iven  to  the R egim ental M useum  by our illustrious 
D iehard, are tw o jackets, one S ervice dress and 
the other blue, w ith  the caps, plus trousers to the 
b lue uniform . Each has the insignia o f  L ieutenant 
G eneral w ith  the ribbons o f  the K C B , K B E , D S O , 
M C , 1914 Star w ith  rosette, B W M , V M , 1939-45 
Star, A frica  Star w ith  8th A rm y clasp, France and 
G erm an y Star, D efen ce M edal, W a r M edal w ith  
oak leaf, Coronation M edal K in g  G eorge V I , 
K n igh t G ran d  C ross o f  N assau (N etherlands), 
G ran d  O rd er o f the C row n  w ith palm  (Belgium ), 
C ro ix  de G u erre  (Belgium ), C om m ander Legion  of 
H onour (France), C roix  de G uerre (France), Royal 
O rd er o f  G eorge (G reece) and C om m ander o f  the 
L eg io n  o f M erit (U S A ).

T h e  S D  cap show s sign o f  m uch use. As all we 
old soldiers know , one gets v ery  attached to a com ­
fortable head-dress and a special pair o f boots. 
M aybe it is because a lot o f our service is spent 
m arching and thinking o f com fort o f head and feet 
becom e param ount.

In  his adm irable book ‘A  F u ll L i fe ’ , G en  H orrocks 
recounts the incident o f the entry into Brussels on 
Septem ber 3, 1944. O n  page 200, he says, ‘A s  I 
crossed the frontier ju st behind the advance guard I 
saw  a you n g Belgian standing b y  the road with 
tears stream ing dow n his cheeks. Seeing the red 
band round m y cap he ran tow ards m e, seized both 
m y hands and said, “ I knew  you w ou ld  com e back! 
I knew- the B ritish  w ould retu rn !”  I was particularly 
touched by this, because alm ost the last words I 
had said to the sad looking groups o f  Belgians whom 
w e had left behind on ou r w ay to D u nkirk  were, 
‘ ‘W e w ill com e back” . W e had kept ou r prom ise.’

W e  had also kept it on the anniversary o f  another 
prom ise w ell kept. T h a t o f  Septem ber 3, 1939, 
w hen w e w ent to w ar to honour ou r bond.

T h a t is the cap now  on  display in the Regim ental 
M useum .

M e d a ls  o f  G /566, Sgt A. Butt, M M

T h is  group o f m edals consist o f  the M ilitary' 
M edal, 19 14  Star, British W a r M edal and V icto ry  
M edal. A ll  are inscribed writh the old spelling o f  the 
rank ‘ Serjeant’ , the M ilitary  M edal and the I9r4 
S tar h aving 2nd Battalion show n as w ell as M iddlesex 
R egim ent. T h is  is norm al for the 19 14  S tar whereas 
the r 9 r 4 - i5  Star show's only the Regim ent.

W ith  the m edals there is also the citation to the 
aw ard o f  the M ilitary' M edal. It reads— ‘F or d evo­
tion to d u ty  under heavy fire during a raid b y  the 
battalion on the night M ay r o - r r ,  near A V E L U Y , 
this non-com m issioned officer continu ally  patrolled 
his section o f  the trench throughout the operations 
until rendered unconscious b y  the explosion o f  a 
shell. B y  his courageous b ehaviour and utter d isre­
gard for personal safety he steadied the m en under

m ost trying circum stances. O n several previous 
occasions, when under heavy fire this non-com mis­
sioned officer has invariably set a splendid exam ple 
o f  devotion to duty to his m en’ .

1 7 th  B A T T A L IO N  ( 1939- 45) O C A

T h e  Annual D inner o f  the r/7th Battalion i 939- 45 
was held at H ornsey on Saturday, A p ril 26, 1980.

A  very enjoyable m eeting and a good tonic for me.
I always feel so m uch better after seeing so m any of 
m y old com rades, and very proud of being one of 
them.

O ur chairm an, B rig B. B. Rackham , was in great 
form . O ur guests this year included the D eputy 
M ayor o f  H aringey, C ouncillor Peter Bolland, who 
told us that the H aringey C ouncil are sending £250 
towards the trees that w ere planted at El A la m e in ^  
M r C . P. W hite, our treasurer, made a presentatic^Pr 
to C ouncillor Bolland o f a copy o f the 51st H ighland 
D ivision at wrar. O ur thanks again to Maj M ercer 
for so m uch help in providing the regimental silver.
W e m ust not forget all the hard work that our com ­
m ittee put in, i f  it was not for them  there w ould be 
no dinner. T h e  D rill H all was in first class order, it 
was not like that 55 years ago, when I joined the 
old 7th Battalion. O u r thanks to the caretaker, 
G eorge G orm an.

A bo u t 65 m em bers w ere present, and it was good 
to see a few  new  faces, w e w ould still like to see more 
Officers.

N ext year w ill be our 19th reunion so please all 
ranks try to m ake it 100 m em bers present, we have 
had over 130 before, so com e on Diehards.

G o d  bless you  all and you r families.
R o c k y  K n i g h t

2 10 th B A T T A L IO N  O C A  ( 1914- 18)

T h e  52nd Reunion Luncheon was held at the 
V icto ry  Services C lu b , Seym our Street, London 
W 2 , on Saturday, M ay  31, 1980. Som e 27 ex 2/ioth 
m em bers and their guests attended under the 
Chairm anship o f  M r A . D . Scudam ore, P resid en t^ ^  
o f  the 2/1 oth O C A .

A m ongst the guests w ere L t  C ol T .  W . Chattey, 
President o f  the Regim ental Association and M aj 
Frank W aldron, the Secretary'; M aj D ick Sm ith, 
C u rato r o f  the Regim ental M useum , the Rev 
Patrick T u ft , vicar o f  C hisw ick and H on Chaplain 
to the O C A  and the R ev G . A . L ew is Lloyd, the 
previous vicar o f  C hisw ick. C ol A ym ar Clayton 
attended as a m em ber and friend o f  the 2/ioth 
O C A .

T h e  m em bers o f  the 2/ioth, num bering 17, 
whose ages ranged from  80 to 89 years, looked 
rem arkably w ell and are an exam ple to us all.

A  short history o f  the Battalion is appended 
b e lo w :

T h e  Battalion was form ed on Septem ber 12, 1914, 
as a V olunteer T erritoria l unit and was disbanded 
on A u gu st 20, 1918.
19 14  S ep t 12: Battalion raised at Stam ford Brook.
1915 Jan -Ju ly: T ra in in g  at A shford , M iddlesex, 

C am b ridge and Bedford, Joined b y a C om ­
pany o f  the 2/9th M iddlesex. Em bodied in 
160th (H om e C ounties) Brigade— 53rd W elsh 
D ivision.
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July 19: Sailed w ith  D ivision from D evonport 
in H M T  Huntsgreen (ex G erm an S S  Derfflin- 
ger).
A u g  9 :  Landed at Suvla Bay, G allipoli, 
rem aining until evacuation in D ecem ber.

1 9 1 6  J an -N o v : Service in E gypt (W ardan, 
Fayoum , Sinai).
N o v: Advance across Sinai D esert (K antara, 
R um ani, E l Arish, Gaza).

1 9 1 7 M ar 2 6 :  F irst Battle o f  G aza— Battalion 
highly com m ended on capture o f  Labyrinth 
T renches.
A p ril 1 9 :  Second Battle o f  G aza— Battalion 
captured Sam son’s Ridge Redoubt. 
A p r il-O c t: T ren ch  warfare before Gaza. 
O ct: A dvance to Jerusalem began— Beer- 
sheba, H ebron, Bethelem .
N o v: H eavy engagem ent at a successful 
assault on T e l el K hu w eilfeh  on Beersheba—  
H ebron Road.
D ec 9: Jerusalem  captured; Battalion on 
M ou nt o f  Olives.
D ec 2 1 - 2 8 :  C apture and defence o f  W hite 
H ill and Ras el Z am b i; m entioned in Special 
D ivisional O rder for this action and in 
C om m ander in C h ie f ’s D espatches for 
defence o f  K h irbet Ibn O beid M onastry.

1918 J an -A u g: Battalion continuously in action in 
Judean H ills and Jordan V alley  (Rum m on, 
T e ll ’A su r, K h irb et A m urieh , Jericho, 
Sinjil).
A u g  2 0 :  Battalion disbanded on reorganisa­
tion o f  Forces.
O ct 3 0 :  A rm istice w ith  T u rkey .

D E P O T  T H E  Q U E E N ’S D IV IS IO N

I am w riting these notes shortly after attending 
the Regim ental Reunion. A  m ini bus was hired to 
convey the D epo t contingent to Edgw are and was 
filled by the follow ing: M aj R on M orris, M aj Bob 
Bartlett, C ap t M ichael F lynn and his w ife Else, C pl

•C hristopher Broom e, E x - C S M  A rth u r G ood ge, 
E x-P te John N ih ill, m y w ife H ilary and m yself. W e 
w ere unanim ous in voting the Reunion as being 
the best for m any a year and take the opportunity o f 
thanking everyone w ho helped w ith  the organisation. 
T h e  size o f  the bar, how ever, was not com m ensurable 
w ith  the size o f  the D iehards thirst— the only 
criticism .

A nother D iehard has been posted to the Depot. 
C pl C hristopher Broom e is the O fficers’ M ess 
C orporal. H e enlisted at C anterbury in D ecem ber 
1964 and joined the Battalion in G ibraltar the 
follow ing year. A p art from a year in the m edical 
centre he has been em ployed throughout his service 
in the O fficers’ M ess. Before com ing to Bassingboum  
in January this year he served with 1 Q ueens in 
N orthern Ireland. C hristopher lives in m arried 
quarters w ith  his w ife C arol and their three daugh­
ters, D iane and K athleen  w ho are six  year old  twins 
and Sarah w ho is one year old.

A n  unexpected but m ost w elcom e visitor turned 
up on m y door step recently. H e was heavily bearded 
but nevertheless recognisable as John James M unn. 
John enlisted at C an terb ury in 1964 and joined 
I M X  on return from  G uyana. H e w as an orderly

room clerk until he left the arm y in 1968. John is a 
freelance electronics consultant and lives at 16 
W illiam  Street, Leeds 6.

A  telephone call out o f the blue brought me in 
contact with another old D iehard. O n ly  yesterday 
I visited the hom e o f  6200135 C harles W ilfred 
H ales at 7 Briary Lane, R oyston. C harlie  was b it­
terly disappointed at m issing the A nnual Reunion 
but looks forw ard to m eeting his old pals next year. 
H e enlisted under age on A pril 29, 1931, and did 
his basic training in Y p res PI at M ill H ill. In D ecem ­
ber 1931 he w ent abroad w ith  the 1st Battalion and 
served in the M idd le East, Singapore and H ong K o n g 
returning to E ngland in 1938. D u rin g  the war he 
was w ith  the 8th Battalion in N orth  A frica  and Italy 
and because o f his catering ability, towards the end 
o f the war, he was transferred to the A rm y C atering 
Corps. C harlie  was a useful boxer in his tim e but 
recalls being slaughtered by the likes o f A lf  Ellis and 
G eorge M arkham . A fter leaving the A rm y at the 
end o f  the war C harlie  continued his trade as a 
b uilder and has only recently retired. H e w ould 
very m uch like to hear from  his chum s o f  pre-w ar 
days.

C S M  Bob Bartle, son o f  S lim , broke his leg 
several m onths ago w hilst playing football for the 
depot. It was a com plicated fracture and Bob is still 
undergoing treatm ent in hospital. Bob is due to 
join  the 2nd Battalion in Septem ber b y w hich  time 
w e trust he w ill have m ade a com plete recovery.

Best wishes to D iehards everyw here.
C a p t  K e n  B e a l e

T h e  Regim ental Association has m ade a donation 
o f ¿ 10  towards the S t P au l’s C h u rch , M ill H ill 
Restoration Fund.

I expect m any o f you  w ill rem em ber m arching 
from  the D epot along the R id gew ay to attend 
C hurch  Parade. T h e  Association keeps in touch w ith  
S t P a u l’s by laying a w reath on the R egim ental 
M em orial situated inside the C h u rch  w hich also 
looks after som e o f our C olours. F or som e years 
now  the C urate at S t P a u l’s has conducted our 
annual Rem em brance Service w hich w e hold at 
Inglis Barracks, M ill H ill.

I repeat the follow ing item  seen in a local news­
paper:

‘M y  views on disgracefu l French behaviour 
towards the British have brought m any letters, one 
from  an O ld  C ontem ptible, M r  R. W eedon, o f 
Brighton, says that not only did  the Frenchipoos 
sell w ater to our T om m ies at D unkirk, but they w ere 
at it in the F irst W orld W ar, too. H e says his M id d le­
sex Regim ent lads cam ped on a farm  w hilst trudging 
to Y pres from  France in 1914. T h ere , the resident 
peasant “ guarded his pum p because w e refused to 
pay one franc to fill ou r w ater bottles. W e put his 
bloody pum p out o f action. T h a t ’s the only w ay to 
treat the Frogs. H it ’em  hard and often” . M r 
W eedon gets m y cam paign m edal and b ar’ .

Editor's note— M r W eedon is a m em ber o f the 
R egim ental Association. H e served M arch  17, 1913, 
to 1918 w ith  th e 2nd and 3rd Battalions.
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T H E  M ID D L E S E X  R E G I M E N T  G O L F IN G  
S O C IE T Y  S P R IN G  M E E T I N G

A  very enjoyable and successful m eeting was held 
at the N orth  H ants G o lf  C lu b , Fleet, on T uesday, 
M ay 6. A  total o f  15 m em bers took part.

T h e  detailed results (each decided over 18 holes) 
w ere as follow s:

Stableford Foursomes Points
M r G . T a y lo r  and M r N . T aylor 36

(W inners C ooper C up)
L t  C o l T .  W . C hattey and M r  T .  Jones 26

(Runners-up)
L t  C ol C . N . C layden  and L t  C o l J. R . B.

W orton 23
M r M . R. T .  W alden and M r D . M atthew s 22
M aj A . R. Bisset and M r J . Rogers 22
C apt R. J. T arran t and M i■ J. T arran t 19
M aj P. D . H . M arshall 11
B rig  G . L e rw ill and M r F. O ’ Rawe 7

M edal Competition— Scratch and Handicap
Scratch Handicap N ett

M r T . Jones 79 7 72
(W inner Scratch  and Transvaal C up)

Brig G . Lerw ill 99 24 75
(W inner H andicap and D arjeeling C up)

M r G . T a y lo r 87 11 76
(R u nner-up Scratch)

M r  N . T a y lo r 91 14 77
(R u nner-up H andicap)

L t  C o l T .  W . C h attey 90 12 78
M r  M . R. T .  W alden 96 16 80
M aj A . R. Bisset 99  17 82
M r  J. Rogers 101 18 83
M aj P. D . H . M arshall 108 24 84
M r  J. Tarran t 108 24 84
C ap t R. J. Tarrant 108 22 86
M r F. O ’ Rawe 123 24 99
M r  D . M atthew’s N R

Before asking M rs Jean C layden  to present the 
prizes, L t  C o l T o m  C h attey thanked all those 
present for supporting the m eeting and especially 
those w ho had travelled long distances. A pologies 
were received from  C harlie  and N ora H oldford, 
A lec  T o rrie , L t  C o l H ugh  Lohan, C o l Ian Burrow s, 
C o l M ax Sum m ers, M aj K en  and Pam H ardcastle, 
M aj G ord o n  C ru m ley, C ap t Peter Ingham , M aj 
H arold C ou ch , C ap t D on  C arson, C a p t M ick 
F lyn n, M aj Bill G rogan, C apt M ike G ed ye  and 
M r D avid  M iles  (unfortunately I m islaid his address 
and failed to send him  details— m y apologies). M rs 
Betty Bellers, w idow  o f  M aj D ick  Bellers, sent her 
best wishes to everyone at the m eeting.

O u r oldest and dearest supporter, M rs T ossie 
W orton  cam e to see us during the m orning and 
stayed to lunch. M r  and M rs C h illery  v ery  kindly 
visited us during the afternoon.

C ol A ym ar C layton, on  his third v isit produced 
a prize w inner in B rig  L erw ill. M u st have been the 
pep talk the Brigadier received after his m orning 
round.

A  really splendid day and I am looking for a 
‘b u m p er’ attendance at the A utum n  m eeting on 
T u esd a y , O ctob er 2.

A .E .F .W .

18 11— 1915

From  A lb uhera’s crim soned ridge
T h e  cry  rings dow n the years
‘ D ie hard! D ie hard! the M iddlesex’—
It falls on eager ears.

E yes flash, hands grip, and thews are braced 
A s in  days long a g o !—
Shoulder to shoulder, rank on rank 
T h e y  pour to m eet the foe.

N o  honourable foem an this 
W h o  w rithes beneath their heel—
Y e t neither m urderous flame no cloud 
C an daunt their hearts o f steel.

Burned, blinded, tortured though they lie 
B y H e ll’ s devices marred—
S till sounds the ancient battle cry—
C h okin g they gasp: ‘ D ie h ard !’

O n A lb u h era’s ridge the sires 
O f  ‘D ie  hards’ stood at bay!
T h e ir  deeds live on, their soul inspires 
T h e  lads w ho fight to d a y!

O u r gallant com rades in the past like heroes 
fought and fell 

O f  their hard-won victories our sacred Colours 
tell

T h e ir  noble records w e’ ll uphold, their glory 
ne’ er betray:

‘T h e  honour o f the M iddlesex is safe with us 
today’ .

O n A lb u h era’s bloodstained ridge, the heights 
o f  E L  B O D O N  

A t Inkerm an and Spion K o p  ou r heritage they 
w on

Still rings the cry, ‘D ie hard, m y m en !’ Still 
shall the nation say 

‘T h e  honour o f  the M iddlesex is safe with us 
today’ .

T h e  w reath, the Plum e, the N am e we bear, 
shall never be disgraced!

F o r death w ere b etter than defeat, whene’er 
the foe is faced!

D ie  hard! D ie hard! W e ’ ll ever take this 
w atchw ord for the fray 

‘T h e  honour o f  the M iddlesex is safe with us 
today’ .

T h e  third and fourth stanzas above refer to the 
first gas attack launched by the G erm ans, A pril 22,
1915, and the subsequent fighting at Gravenstafel 
R idge and St Julien.

Both the 3rd Battalion, one o f  our four regular 
battalions and the i/8th T erritorial (Im perial 
Service) Battalion, lost heavily. T h e  3rd suffered a 
loss o f  11 Officers— including their Com m anding 
Officer, L t  C o l E . W . R. Stephenson whom  cu rre n ^ K  
report quote as calling, ‘D ie  H ard B oys’ before his^ ^  
death— and 325 other ranks. T h e  1 /8th Battalion 
lost 14 Officers and 326 other ranks. T h e  latter 
battalion lost practically all its pre-19 14  soldiers. 
T h e  ‘m urderous flam e’ refers to the flame thrower,

6

the ‘flam m enwafer’ , at first used for cutting paths 
through barbed wire by m elting the strands. A t 
H ooge in 1916, it was used against infantry.

T h e  late S gt Frank Stevenson (L/14814) who was 
awarded the S ilver M edal o f  the Russian O rder o f  St 
Slanislav for valour and also M entioned in D espat­
ches w ould declaim  the above lines w ith  great 
effect at reunions or a regim ental soiree.

M a j  D i c k  S m i t h

R E T U R N  T O  A U S T R IA

• L t  H arry T u rn e r who served w ith  the 1st Battalion 
in A ustria betw een 1953 and 1955 is planning with 
a group o f  ex-M iddlesex  Regim ent N ational Service 
officers a 25th year anniversary celebration in Vienna 
in O ctob er this year.

• H e w ould also like to invite any other officers who 
rved in the 1st Battalion during this tim e to join  
the party.
I f  you  are interested you  can contact him  by 

telephoning 01-730 5101 or w riting to H arry T u rn er, 
Sloan Square H ouse, London S W i.

O L D  R E G I M E N T A L  JO U R N A L S

M r Ernest P latt (6205163) served in the R egim ent 
from  July 1939 until July 1948. H e saw service w ith 
the 1 st, 2nd, 70th Battalions and the D epot. His 
h ob b y for the past 10 years has been collecting items 
o f M iddlesex R egim ent insignia, m edals, journals, 
etc. A t the m om ent he is trying to collect a set o f 
Diehard Journals and requires the follow ing back 
copies. I f  you  are able to help send them  to him  at 
151 U xbrid ge Road, H am pton H ill, M iddlesex 
T W 1 2  iB Q . H e w ill gladly refund postage.

Journals required are: A u g  and N o v  34, M ay and 
N ov 35, F eb , M ay, A u g  and N o v  36, Feb , A u g  and 
N ov 38, F eb  and A u g  39, Sept and D e c 45, June 46, 
M arch, June and Sept 47, M arch, June Sept 50, 
M arch, June and Sept 51, June 52, June and Sept 
55, June 56, O ct 62. H e is also interested in any 
group photographs.

0  R E G I M E N T A L  G O O D S

T h e  follow ing regim ental goods are available for 
purchase. T h ese  can be obtained by writing to the 
Secretary, M aj A . E. F . W aldron, m b e , Lynsore 
Bungalow , U p p er H ardres, C anterbury, K en t 
C T 4  6EE. Cheques/postal orders should be made 
payable to the M idd lesex R egim ental Association.

Article
Ashtrays, glass, crested M iddlesex

Badges B lazer, M iddlesex 
Cravats, R egtl O ld  Pattern, T erylen e 
C ravats, R egtl N e w  Pattern, T erylen e 
Ice Buckets, m iniature side drum  w ith 

Regtl em blazon 
T ie s , R egtl, O ld  Pattern, T erylen e 
T ies , R egtl, N e w  Pattern, T erylen e 

I T ies , O fficers’ C lu b  Silk  
H eraldic Shields, M iddlesex 
C hristm as C ard s:

Steady the D ru m s and Fifes 
T h e  G uardroom  Scene

P E R S O N A L  JO T T IN G S

O ur congratulations to B rig and M rs E. E. F. 
Baker on celebrating their D iam ond W edding 
anniversary on A pril 8, 1980.

E x-D iehard  C apt D on  C arson, D irector o f M usic 
to the S taff Band, T h e  R oyal A rm y M edical Corps, 
regrets very m uch that he could not play in the 
Spring G o lf  m eeting or attend the A lbuhera cele­
brations ow ing to band duties in B A O R . H e tells me 
that he is in touch w ith  e x -R S M  R ay and V eronica 
D odkins as w ell as e x -C S g t Pat and A n n  D ive.

Price

£ 0 5 0  each 
£4-00 each 
¿ 1 7 5  each 
£1-75 each

/ 7  40 each

E x -C S M  R. R. P. Chapm an (6207747), 8th and 
1 st Battalion 1939-45, sends regards to all his 
friends. H e still lives in C ou n ty  A ntrim .

Form er Diehard M aj (Retd) W arrick D eacock, 
is leading the ‘Australian to A nnapurna’ expedition 
which started this Spring. T h e y  are hoping to clim b 
Annapurna III  (7555 M ) by the N orth  East Face. 
O n his retirem ent in the late 50’s he em igrated to 
Australia. M aj Ian L lo yd  spotted this item  in the 
A rm y M ountaineering N ew sletter and kindly passed 
on the news to me.

L t C ol M . F. Deakin, A rm y A ir  C orps, a form er 
Diehard, has been appointed to the M in istry o f 
D efence as A A G .

A  new m em ber o f  the R egim ental Association is 
ex-Pte D . A . D unk (22344876), w ho was a N ational 
Servicem an w ith the 1st Battalion in H on g K o n g 
and K orea 1950-52. H e resides at N orthiam , near 
Rye, Sussex.

M r H. C . Edm onds, w ho served w ith  the i/7th 
Battalion 1939-45 kindly sent m e a photostat copy 
o f a speech made by G en  T a lb o t C oke, Com m anding 
10th Brigade at C harlestow n June 13, 1900, con ­
gratulating the 2nd Battalion on their record during 
this cam paign. I have passed the speech to the 
C urator of our museum .

A  new m em ber o f the Regim ental Association is 
W O 2 John Frost (23979024), Q u een ’s Regim ent. 
H e enlisted on S eptem ber 6, 1963, and has seen 
service w ith  the 1st Battalion, 4 Q u een ’s and 2 
Q u een ’s. In M ay 1980 he was posted as P S I to the 
R oyal H ong K o n g  R egim ent (T h e  Volunteers). 
H e has very kindly offered to look after our interests 
in H ong K o n g  and w ill lay a w reath on b ehalf o f the 
Regim ental A ssociation on the Sai W an Bay M em orial 
on R em em brance D ay. H e also tells m e that he 
w ould be very pleased to help any m em ber o f the 
R egim ent proposing to visit H ong K ong. A s S ecre­
tary I have w ritten and thanked him  for his help 
and co-operation.

In Pensioner G . Fulton, ou r cheerful occupant 
at the Royal H ospital C helsea, has been in the 
Infirm ary for the past six weeks. I recently w ent to 
see him  and he tells m e that he is getting better and 
is very sorry that he had to m iss the A lbuhera 
Service o f R em em brance and the Reunion. G et w ell 
soon Paddy.
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I have had some very interesting correspondence 
w ith  ex -S gt T e d  G a m er (14409603) w ho served w ith  
the 1 8th Battalion 1939-45 and w as Sergeants 
M ess C aterer o f the 1st Battalion 1946-47. H e sent 
m e a group photograph o f the W O s and Sergeants 
M ess at that tim e. I w ill try and publish it in m y 
next issue o f the Newsletter. Faces w ell rem em bered 
appear, for exam ple— R S M  M cL o u gh lin , W ebb, 
R enw ick, T h o m , Redpath, C ooper, H oldford, 
K enrick, B ignell, G am er, W aldron, etc.

M aj B ill G rogan has retired and m oved to Orton 
Lon gueville, Peterborough. His w ife, Esm e, has 
not been too w ell o f late but I am  pleased to report 
that she is on the upgrade. Bill is still P ub lic Rela­
tions Officer, C am bridge A rm y C ad et Force, T h e  
Royal Anglian  Regim ent.

O u r thanks to W O 2  John H am ill, now  R Q M S  3 
Q u een ’s, w ho has ju st returned from  a tour o f duty 
as P S  I to the R oyal H ong K o n g  R egim ent (T h e  
Volunteers). H e enlisted N o vem b er 15, 1961, and 
served w ith  ou r 1st and 4th Battalion. L ik e  a true 
D iehard he took a great interest in his old regim ent 
w hilst stationed in H ong K o n g  and laid a wreath 
annually on our behalf at the Rem em brance Service. 
H e has visited all the graves o f D iehards w ho were 
killed in H ong K o n g  and those who died as Prisoners 
o f  W ar. H e was also very kind and helpful to our 
President, L t  C o l T .  W . C hattey, w ho recently 
visited H on g K ong.

O u r deepest sym pathy to ex -S g t D ick  H arris 
(6201831) on the death o f his w ife, A da, on February 
1, 1980. D ick  H arris was a P O W  w ith  the 1st Batta­
lion and is really dow n in the dum ps at the m om ent 
but like a true D iehard is p icking up the pieces o f 
life again. I have ju st had the pleasure o f adding 
his name to the w aiting list for a flat at A lb uhera 
Close.

E x -C p l A lf  Jenkins, w ho was taken P O W  w ith 
the 1 st Battalion in H ong K o n g  is m aking a return 
trip in  A ugust. H e was hoping to be able to visit the 
graves o f  four m em bers o f his section killed in 
action on D ecem ber 23, 1941, nam ely, Ptes Boyd, 
C um m ings, H itchins and Lew is. S adly I had to tell 
him  that th ey have no know n grave b ut their names 
appear on the Sai W an M em orial.

A  recent correspondent was form er C /S gt Bill 
L andreth  w ho rem inds m e that he served 12 years 
w ith  the Cheshires follow ed b y 22 years w ith  the 
D iehards. H e was 70 on A p ril 28, 1980, so to Bill 
belated birthday greetings. H e lives at Birkenhead, 
M erseyside, I think he always has— I now  realise 
w h y I used to  tell him  to put it in w riting.

A  recent correspondent was G eo rge Leadbeter, 
ex-4th Bn, w ho w ill be 90 this year. A t  the m om ent 
he is h aving trouble w ith  his legs but he is looking 
forw ard to attending the Q u een ’s R egim ent Reunion 
on Sunday, A u gu st 3. H e lives in a Royal British 
Legion  flat in C an terb ury and I shall arrange for 
him  to be transported to the reunion. H e com plained 
that ow ing to his leg trouble he could not carry out 
his Salvation  A rm y duties!

E x-P te  Jock M annering who served with the is t  
Battalion in H ong K o n g  and K orea is in St Peters 
W ard of the S outh W estern H ospital, Landor Road, 
London SW 4, and w ill be for som e time. H e is very 
cheerful and sends his regards to all his old friends, 
especially to M aj G eo ff N orton.

A nother grand old D iehard w ho wrote to m e to 
say he was sorry that he could not come up from 
Som erset to attend the A lbuhera celebrations was 
Jack M eadow s (6196067). H e regularly attends the 
9th Battalion luncheon w ith  his wife Bridget. .

I recently had a letter from form er L C p l J. A . 
M cM u llin  (14220608) who joined the 1st Battalion 
at O tley  1943 and served w ith  that Battalion until 
being dem obbed from  Rendsburg, N orth G erm an^ fc 
1946. H e w ould like to hear from any D R  or signaller 
w’ho served during this period. H e is a self em ployed 
photographer residing at 1 Bayford Road, Little- 
ham pton.

E x-S g t C . J. P. M urp h y (23700730) has joined the 
Regim ental Association. H e enlisted February 24, 
1959, and served w ith  1 M iddlesex 1959-66, 4th Bn 
1967-70, 1 Q u een ’s 19 70 -71, and 2 Q ueen’s 1972-77. 
H e left the A rm y on reduction o f establishm ent and 
now  lives at M ilton  K eynes, Bucks.

A  new  subscriber to the Regim ental N ew sletter 
is form er L C p l A . G . N ash who joined the Regim ent 
as a Band Boy at C anterbury in January 1959. H e 
was posted to the Band o f the 1st Battalion in 
H am eln in 1961 and served w ith  that Battalion and 
4 Q ueen ’s until 1970. O n the disbandm ent o f  4 
Q u een ’s he joined the Q u een ’s O w n Hussars and 
was prom oted W O 2 Band Sergeant M ajor in D ecem ­
ber 1977. H is present address is the Q ueen’s O w n 
H ussars, H obart Barracks, B A O R . In Septem ber 
1980 he w ill be join ing the Junior Leaders Regim ent 
at Bovington Cam p. H e w ould like to hear from his 
form er Band associates. G ive  him  a surprise andJ 
drop him  a line.

M r H enry O xley, now  81 years o f age, who served 
w ith  the 23rd Battalion, sent me a very interesting 
article w hich appeared on M arch 20, in the W est 
Sussex G azette. It concerned the battle at St Q uentin 
in M arch  1918, w hen the 23rd Battalion suffered 
very heavy casualties and the C om m anding Officer, 
L t  C o l A . R. H aig Brown was killed. M r O xley was 
w ounded during this action, behind the left knee, 
causing to be invalided out. H e took up cycling and 
becam e the holder o f  12 U K  all comers racing 
records. H e now  lives at G orin g by Sea, W est 
Sussex.

Frances Pritchard, daughter o f ex-C /S gt B. A. 
Pritchard (not the hairy one) has joined the Q A R A N C  
and is carrying out her basic training at A ldershot. 
S he w rote to m e and said I am sure that the E duca­
tion O fficer is a D iehard— I know his face. I was 
able to tell her that she was right— it was L t  C ol 
N igel L e gge w ho transferred to the R A E C . Sm all 
world. G o o d  luck Frances keep up the good work.
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C ongratulations to M aj Barry Reed on his appoint­
m ent as D epu ty  Lieutenant for the London Borough 
o f H ackney. H e has also been appointed a D irector 
o f the N ational W estm inster Bank’s C ity  and W est 
End Regional Board.

C ol R. D . Sherbrooke-W alker who com m anded 
the 2/8th Battalion at the outbreak o f war sends 
best wishes to all Diehards.

M r D . G . Sim pson (22312977) has joined the

♦ R egim ental Association. H e was a N ational Service­
m an w ith the 1st Battalion in H ong K o n g and 
K orea 1949-51 and was in the C orps o f D rum s.

A nother D iehard w ho has surfaced is M r A . W . 
^ K 'h o m as  (6200954). H e enlisted M arch 28, 1933, 
▼ifnd served w ith  the 2nd Battalion until 1941. He 

then spent two years w ith  the Y ou n g Soldiers 
Battalion until 1943. From  1943 to 1946 he was a 
R oyal Engineer, returning to the D epot at M ill H ill 
1946-48. H e was then com pulsory transferred to 
the A C C  and served until taking his discharge on 
N ovem ber 20, 1954, w ith the rank of W O 2 . H e 
now  resides at Stockton on T ees, Cleveland, and has 
applied to  be placed on the w aiting list for a flat at 
A lbuhera Close. His application has been accepted 
and w e look forward to seeing him  and his fam ily 
in the future.

Best wishes to M aj D avid  Y ou n g, 9th Battalion, 
w ho has not been too w ell recently and to a speedy 
recovery.

Finally a recent clue in the Daily Telegraph 
crossword read— 20 dow n—  Stubborn m em ber of 
the M iddlessex R egim ent’ s 1st Battalion (3-4). I 
regret to say that I cannot afford to give a prize for 
the correct answer.

A  L E T T E R S

From : Q uay C ottage, S alter M ill, near Saltash, 
C ornw all. June 6, 1980
D ear M ajor Sm ith,

I write to let you  know that Edm und W enham  
Prosser (T ed ) died last night at the age o f 87 after 
eight weeks o f  illness— surely living up to the 
R egim ental title o f a ‘D ieh ard ’ !

I feel I m ust tell you  o f the imm ense pleasure and 
sense o f ‘belo n gin g’ you r letters gave to a lonely 
man w ho le ft h a lf his capacity o f hearing on a 
battlefield in France in 19 14 -18 , and had a tough 
life for m any years. W orking as hard as you  have 
bringing good cheer and com radeship to so m any 
blokes, should you ever w onder i f  it had all been 
w orthw hile, ju st ask m e! who for 22 years have 
quietly w atched a m ost delightful man regain his 
pride in his regim ent and his confidence in him self 
th ro ’ you r letters.

T h ank  you for w hat you ’ve done.
Y ou rs sincerely,

(Sgd) O c t a v i a  S n o w , M r s  

M rs O ctavia Snow  acted as H ousekeeper to the 
late M r T e d  Prosser.

C apt M ike D oran sent me the follow ing extract 
from  a book that he ju st read:

C hapter 25
A cre o f M assacre— Spion K op, N atal, 24/5 

January 1900.
‘W e waded through the T u ge la , up to our breasts 

like, to get across, and we clim bed up this ’ere 
hill— cor, G od it was a clim b— you clim bed up so 
far and you cam e to a b ig  flat rock and you had to 
go all the w ay round . . . cor it was stinking ’ot 
it was . . . and w e laid out there firing at one 
another, us and the Boers— the Boers was up 
A B O V E  us, see— th ey ’d got us in a trap like . . .  I 
cou ldn ’t see all round but I could ’ ear blokes 
shoutin ’ you  know , blokes that was getting ’ it 
and all that . . . ’

Pte Joe Packer, 2nd M idd lesex describing the 
Battle o f Spion K o p  to the author in June 1970. 

T h e  Boer picket— about a dozen m en from  the 
V ryheid  Com m ando— had fled helter-skelter dow n 
the other side o f the hill, and som e o f them  reached 
B otha’s tent, a m ile and a quarter to the north, 
before it was fu lly  light. T h e y  w ere out o f breath 
and confused— and they had lost their boots. Botha 
sat calm ly in his tent, w ith  a candle burning. H e 
did not flinch at the news. T h e  Khakis had taken 
the K o p. W ell, the burghers m ust take the K op  
back. H e m ade it sound as sim ple as that.

M eanw hile, other fugitives from  the V ryheid  
C om m ando, and som e G erm an volunteers, had 
reached the laager o f  G en  Schalk Burger, roughly 
two m iles away, behind the twin eastern sum m its 
o f Spion K op. Schalk Burger was nom inally B otha’s 
superior, and Joubert’s second-in-com m and; in 
effect, Botha and he jo in tly  com m anded this sector 
o f the line; and Botha, m uch the stronger character, 
called the tune. T ogeth er, they now  fixed the plans 
for the counter-attack. Its essence was speed.

Provided that the B ritish  could not drag heavy 
guns up to the main peak, the situation was dan­
gerous, but not desperate . . .

Editor's note— In Pensioner Joe Packer died at 
the Royal H ospital C helsea on M arch  22, 1971, 
aged 92 years. Extracted from  Book ‘T h e  Boer W a r’ 
b y T h om as Pakenham.
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O B I T U A R Y

It is w ith  deep regret that we have to announce
the follow ing have died:

A u s t i n — O n  O ctob er 9, 1979, M r  H . A ustin, at his 
hom e in U m tali, S . Rhodesia. M r  A ustin  was a 
m em ber o f  the Regim ental Association and served 
as a Sergeant w ith  the 11th  (Service) Battalion 
19 14 -18 .

B l a c k m o r e — O n  D ecem ber 19, 1979, C apt (H arry) 
R obert H enry John Blackm ore, aged 71 years.

C ap t B lackm ore enlisted in S eptem ber 1939 
into the T erritoria l A rm y after the M un ich  crisis. 
H e attended 168 O C T U , A ldershot, w as com ­
m issioned into the M idd lesex Regim ent in the 
S p rin g o f  1940 and posted to the 1 8th Battalion. 
H e join ed  ‘B ’ C om pan y as a Platoon Com m ander 
then under the com m and o f  M aj J. R. B. W orton. 
T h e  Battalion form ed part o f  the B E F  and procee­
ded to France on February7 17, 1940. A fter  the 
capitulation o f  the Belgian Armyr the Battalion 
was evacuated to U K  via D unkirk on M ay  31,
1940. H e was later posted to N .W . C om m and 
T ra in in g  C entre. H e volunteered and was accepted 
for posting to the 1st Battalion in H ong K o n g  but 
this was cancelled on  the fall o f  Singapore. H e 
then joined the W ar Office as a S taff O fficer 
w here he rem ained until the end o f the W ar. H e 
rejoined the D a ily  E xpress as D e p u ty  C h ie f 
L ibrarian  b ut after a year le ft to study and took 
a BA (H ons) in H istory at L ondon U niversity. 
A fte r  teaching in London he m oved to the Isle o f 
W igh t in 1952 and becam e H ead o f  the English 
departm ent at C ow es Secondary School and 
eventually retired from  Sandow n H igh in 1973. 
H arry Blackm ore w as an exceptional man and 
very proud o f  his service w ith  the M iddlesex 
Regim ent.

B r o o k s — O n M arch  28, 1980, E x -S g t V icto r F. 
Brooks, BEM  (6203313), aged 61 years. M r  Brooks 
served w ith  the 9th Battalion.

B r u s t — O n D ecem ber 20, 1979, M r  C harlie  F. 
B rust, mm (118 7), aged 87 years. H e was a m em ber 
o f  the E aling Branch and served w ith  the 7th 
Battalion 19 14 -18 .

F a n e  d e  S a l i s — O n  January7 21, 1980, L t  C ol E. W . 
Fane de Salis, m c , aged 85 years. L t  C ol E . W . 
F ane de Salis com m anded the i/8th Battalion at 
the outbreak o f  w ar in 1939.

F r a n k l i n — O n  M arch  23, 1980, M r  A . S . Franklin 
(13005), aged 87 years. H e enlisted in 1910 and 
com m enced his service w ith the 4th Battalion at 
A ldershot. A fte r  the Battle o f  Y p res he trans­
ferred to the A rm y C ycle  C orps.

G a t e h o u s e — O n  A p ril 29, 1980, M aj C . A . G ate­
house, m c  (150348), aged 70 years. M aj ‘C h arlie ’ 
G atehouse enlisted as a Boy soldier in 1924 and 
was posted to the Band o f  the 1st Battalion. H e 
saw service in India 1925-30 and the Sudan 
1930 -31. H e arrived hom e in 1931 and served 
w ith  the 2nd Battalion at C olchester and Ports­
m outh. D u rin g this time he was clim bing the 
prom otion ladder. H e fought w ith the 2nd Batta­
lion at D unkirk and was evacuated to U K  June 1, 
1940, after fighting a rearguard action. H e was 
granted an E m ergency C om m ission in the M id d le­
sex R egim ent on Septem ber 20, 1940. H e con- A »  
tinued to serve w ith  the 2nd Battalion and on 
D  D a y was part o f  ‘ B ’ C om pany and eventually 
took com m and o f the C om pany from M aj Passy 
w hich took part in the assault o f Quan Beach, 
Norm andy7, and the subsequent fighting to Brtj^k 
m em . H e was awarded the M ilitary Cross, G er^ r 
m any 1944. H e retired in 1946. Regretfully he 
suffered serious illness in 1953 and had to give up 
all em ploym ent and for the remainder o f  his life 
was an invalid. A  brave man who served his 
regim ent w ith  pride and distinction.

G l y n - J o n e s — O n  A p ril 30, 1980, M aj S ir H ildreth 
Glyn-Jones, t d , aged 85 years. M aj Sir H ildreth 
G lyn-Jones served w ith  the 2/ioth Battalion 
19 14 -18  and the 2,7th  Battalion 1939-45.

H e was a Judge o f  the H igh C ou rt o f Justice, 
Q u een ’s Bench D ivision  1953-68; Fellow  Pharm a­
ceutical Society o f G reat Britain 1975; D epu ty 
C hairm an o f  Pearce Com m ission on Rhodesian 
opinion.

G o o d a l l — O n M arch  3, 1980, E x -R S M  G . F. 
G oodall, aged 81 years. M r G oodall was R S M  
o f  the 2nd Battalion.

H i l l s — O n M arch  5, 1980, E x-P te Edward H enry 
H ills (6197382), aged 69 years. ‘B um py’ H ills 
enlisted into the R egim ent as a Band Boy on October 
20, 1926, and was posted to the 1st Battalion th en ^ ^  
stationed at Catterick. H e joined the Band o f  th e^ »  
2nd Battalion in Ahm ednager in  1927. H e attained 
m an’s service at the end o f 1928 and was appointed 
Bandsm an. H e remained with the 2nd Battalion 
until being transferred to the A rm y Reserve in 
O ctob er 1937.

H e was called up for service in 1939 and served 
w ith  the Royal Pioneer C orps until 1945. T h e  
funeral was attended b y  M r A . R. Drane.

H o r n — O n January7 19, 1980, In Pensioner W . F. 
H orn (16289), aged 81 years. H e served w ith  the 
Regim ent from  O ctober 19, 1915, until Septem ber 
27, 19 17. H e was adm itted to the Royal H ospital 
C helsea on A u gu st 14, 1978.

K a n e — O n M arch  15, 1980, E x-P te  Bernard H enry 
K an e (4613981), aged 62 years. H e enlisted in t o ^ |  
the R egim ent at Inglis Barracks, M ill H ill, on 
S eptem ber 29, 1936. A fter com pleting his recruit 
training at the D epot he joined the 2nd Battalion.
O n Septem ber 7, 1936, he was posted to the 1st 
Battalion stationed in H ong K ong. H e joined
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‘ C ’ C om pany and was w ith  that C om pany when 
he was taken P O W  on D ecem ber 25, 1941. H e 
was a trade tested D river M echanic, Class III. 
A fter a short spell as a P O W  in Sham shuipo Cam p, 
H ong K ong, he was m oved to a P O W  C am p in 
T o k yo , Japan, where he remained until being 
repatriated to U K  O ctober 27, 1945. H e was 
transferred to Section B A rm y Reserve on M ay 
15, 1946, having served 9 years 229 days. H e 
was discharged with an Exem plary character. 
T h e  funeral was attended by M r H . J. M ellor, 
M r J. M ilroy  and M r D . M atthew s.

L o c k w o o d — O n January 13, 1980, M aj A lfred  Frank 
Lockw ood, e r d , JP, aged 83 years. H is O fficers’ 
C lu b  join ing form  shows that he served w ith  the 
2nd Battalion February 1929, to Septem ber 21,
1939. I can find no trace o f  him  in m y records, 
can anyone help?

L o u g h r a n — O n  February 4, 1980, E x-C p l Thom as 
Loughran  (3596154) aged 68 years. H e served 
w ith the is t  Battalion from 1947 to 1953. H e also 
saw service w ith  the Border R egt 1930-38; 
D urham  L igh t Infantry7 1940-45; C orps of 
M ilitary Police 1945-46; Q ueen ’ s Royal Regt 
1953- 56.

M a r t i n — D u rin g O ctober/N ovem ber 1979, tragi­
cally, M rs M adge M artin, m other o f 2/Lt E . W . 
M artin, w ho died in Japan on June 7, 1951, from 
w ounds received when serving w ith  the is t  Batta­
lion in K orea. C ol A . M . M an, kept in touch w ith 
M rs M artin  until her death.

M o r d e n — O n  M arch  25, 1980, L t  A nthony M orden, 
aged 44 years. L t  M orden joined the is t  Battalion 
in C yp ru s after com pletion o f  training at Eaton 
H all O C T U  in January 1957 and returned to U K  
in N ovem ber 1958, on com pletion o f  his National 
Service. H e was a fine hockey player and repre­
sented the Battalion. T h e  funeral was attended by

• L t  C ol and M rs H ew son w ho represented M aj 
G en  S ir  John W illo u gh b y and the Regimental 
Association.

T h e  m other o f  T o n y , M rs P eggy M orden, w ill 
be w ell rem em bered by m em bers o f the ist 
Battalion, for her w ork for the W V S  in H ong 
K o n g  and Korea.

P a t t e r s o n — O n  A p ril 30, 1980, E x-C /S gt E.
Patterson, aged 74 years. C /Sgt Patterson served 
w ith the is t  and 2nd Battalions.

P e a r c e  G o u l d — O n  D ecem ber 8, 1979, T h e  R ever­
end (L t  C ol) Peter Leslie Pearce G ou ld , o b e , m a , 
aged 60 years. L t  C o l Pearce G ould , after Rossall 
School, C hrist C hurch  C ollege, O xford, and (from 
S eptem ber 1939) 165 O C T U , D unbar, joined 
2/8th M iddlesex as a Second Lieutenant in 
February 1940. H e w as A djutant o f the Battalion—  
b y then renum bered as 1 M idd lesex— from 
January 1944 to June 1945, ie, including the whole 
N orth  W est E urope cam paign. A fter  S taff appoint­
m ents as a D A Q M G  in India and at H Q  South 
East A sia L an d Forces from D ecem ber 1945 to 
June 1947, he attended the S taff C ollege, C am ber- 
ley, in 1948, and was then a D A A G  at the W ar 
Office until m id -1951, when he becam e A djutant 
o f  7 M iddlesex for nearly tw o years. T h ere  
follow ed i i  years as a D A Q M G  at H Q  British 
C om m onw ealth  Forces, K orea, b ut he returned 
to 1 M iddlesex as A djutant from  the beginning of 
1955 until 1956, in A ustria and C yprus. H e served 
as a G S O 2  at H Q  Southern C om m and from  
D ecem ber 1956 to N ovem ber 1958 and was then 
2 IC  o f  1 M iddlesex at H am eln in B A O R  through­
out 1959 and i960. From  January 1961 to M arch  
1962 he was a G S O 2 , at first seconded to  the 
W est Indian R egim ent in Jamaica and later w ith  
the Federal D efence Forces, W est Indies. T h is  
was follow ed b y nearly 2 i  years o f  happy and 
v ery successful service as C om m anding O fficer o f  
the 1 st Battalion, the T rin id ad  and T ob ago 
R egim ent, from  A p ril 1962 to June 1964. H is 
last A rm y appointm ent was as an A Q M G  at H Q  
Eastern Com m and from  A ugust 1964 to July 
1967, during w hich he was aw arded a very w ell 
deserved O B E . I f  he had not resigned his com ­
m ission in 1967, to take holy orders, he w ould 
certainly have attained higher rank and continued 
successes in the army.

Peter Pearce G o u ld  attended C uddesdon 
T h eo logical C ollege, where the new  A rchbishop 
o f  Canterbury7, A rchbishop R uncie, was his 
Principal and thought h ighly o f  him. H e was 
ordained in 1969 and served as a C urate at St 
M ary, R edcliffe, in Bristol, where his happiness 
was m ade com plete by7 m eeting C arole; they w ere 
m arried in W ells Cathedral b y  the Bishop o f Bath 
and W ells. H e becam e R ector o f  Backw ell, near 
Bristol, in M arch  1973. H ugh was born in 1975 
and A nna in 1979. T o  Peter’ s great sorrow  and 
the im m ense regret o f the w hole Parish he had to 
resign from  Backw ell in D ecem ber 1978 ow in g  to 
ill-health.

Parsons
and

Printing

Over a C en tu ry-o ld  Partne rsh ip  . . .
L ike th e  Serv ices, w e h av e  a  tra d itio n  to  u p h o ld , a t  th e  sam e  tim e  ta k in g  a d ­
v an tag e  o f  sc ien tific  p ro g ress  in  th is  ag e  o f  m e c h a n isa tio n , yet m a in ta in in g , 
th ro u g h  a  special d e p a r tm e n t,  a  p e rso n a l a n d  h e lp fu l l in k  w ith  o u r  c u s to m ers , 
w h o m  we a re  ev e r w illing to  a d v ise  a n d  assis t in  th e  p ro d u c tio n  o f  th e ir  jo u rn a ls  

Newspaper House, 8-16 G reat New Street, Lon­
don E C 4P  4ER . Telephone 01-3531030. W orks 

W e s t m i n s t e r  p r e s s  l t d  at H astings.
F. J. PARSONS
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H is M em orial Service at B ackw ell on January 
5, 1980, was attended b y  M aj G en  S ir  John 
W illo u gh b y, k b e , c b , and m any m em bers of the 
R egim ent and their families.

‘P .G . ’ was loved and deeply respected w herever 
he w ent, and especially in the A rm y, to w hich he 
gave 28 years o f  outstanding service. T h o u g h  his 
studies at O xford  w ere cut short by the outbreak 
o f  W ar, he brought to the Regim ent a trained 
historian’s m ind, as apt to solve adm inistrative 
problem s as to devise the dram atised presentation 
o f  Regim ental B attle-H onours, including A lb u - 
hera— w hich none w ho saw them  w ill ever forget. 
His energy and organising ab ility  w ere ju stly  
renow ned; as an exam ple, he personally form ed 
his T rin id ad  and T o b ag o  Battalion and w ithin 
about six w eeks brought it to the level o f  a Royal 
V isit, w ith  Band and D rum s on parade. H e set 
standards for us all in conscientiousness, disci­
pline, straightforw ard directness, generous friend­
ship, and genuine care for all w ho served w ith  him. 
H e was a first-class sportsm an, both on and off 
the cricket and rugger fields. W e  shall miss him  
im m easurably— especially, b ut not only, each 
year at the A lb uhera service in S t P au l’ s and the 
A rm istice Rem em brance service at the G uildhall 
and W estm inster A b b ey— as w ill Rossall School 
(o f whose C ou n cil he was C hairm an) and of 
course all his fam ily. W e shall not see his like 
again.

P e d l a r — O n  M arch  2, 1980, e x -R Q M S  K enneth 
A . Pedlar (6208715), aged 60 years. K en  Pedlar 
was a stalw art o f the 9th Battalion and a cheery, 
successful host as a publican. H is houses w ere 
alw ays a w elcom e tem porary rest for service 
personnel, both serving and retired. O n display 
he had a fairly com prehensive display o f R egi­
m ental badges w hich  always caused interested 
com m ents. W hen  landlord o f  ‘T h e  A lb io n ’ in 
U nion  Street, Barnet, he m ade a special point o f 
attending to the needs o f  the late John Schlencker, 
d c m , m m , a 4th Battalion veteran, w ho lived 12 
doors aw ay. From  the A lb ion , he m oved to ‘T h e  
S w an ’ , H igh  Street, W atford. It was on his last 
day as landlord, that he collapsed, and died. H e 
was due to retire the next day. T h e  chapel at 
G olders G reen  C rem atorium  was crow ded at the 
funeral service, am ong the m ourners being L t  C ol 
John D o yle , M aj D ick  Sm ith, A lb ert Bam den, 
L e n  B iddlecom be, C harlie  B row n, Joe D enning, 
Frank Leaves, T e d  L o ck yer, R eggie M eers, Bill 
Rafe w h o had worked for K en  fo r so m any years, 
and T e d  T hom as. A s so often happens at a sol­
dier’ s funeral, it rained at the end o f  the service. 
It appears that not only do the fam ily and friends 
feel sadness, b ut the heavens weep as w ell.

M a j  D i c k  S m i t h

P a r s o n s — D u rin g  early part o f 1 9 8 0 , M aj E . S . C . 
Parsons, M C . A lthough he was a m em ber o f  the 
R egim ental O fficers’ C lu b  I have no details of 
his service. Even  the C urator has failed to solve 
this one. C an  anyone help?

P o l l a r d — O n  M ay 30, 1980, L t  C o l John Pollard, 
m b e , aged 4 8  years. F u ll obituary w ill be published 
in the next issue o f the Diehards Newsletter.

P r o s s e r — O n June 5, 1980, ex -Q M S  Edm und 
W enham  Prosser (G  1187), aged 87 years. ‘ T e d ’ 
Prosser was one o f the patriotic Englishm en who 
rushed to the C olours on the outbreak o f w ar in 
A ugust 1914. O n com pletion o f his R ecruit 
Train in g, he was posted to the 2nd Battalion in 
January 1915, taking part in  the Battle o f  N euve 
C hapelle on M arch  10, 1915, where our guns put 
over the heaviest barrage o f fire so far in the war. 
T h e  battalion w ere facing the Prussian G uard, 
doughty fighting m en, m any o f  whom  had to 
surrender to the 2nd Battalion as depicted in  a 
W ar A rtists ’ sketch in T h e  T im es H istory o f  t h e f l^  
W ar. T h e  cost to the battalion was nine officers 
killed and seven wounded and 70 O ther Ranks 
killed and 388 O ther Ranks wounded and m issing.
O ne o f the wounded was T e d  Prosser. O n re­
covering from his wound, he rejoined the b atta lic^ ^  
in the L in e at A ubers R idge, fighting w ith  them 
throughout the Battle o f  Loos, Bois G renier, etc, 
up to N ovem ber 1915, when he was w ounded 
w hilst on a fighting patrol. T h is  wound put him 
in the Base H ospital until M ay 1916, when, on 
b eing passed as fit he was posted to the 1st Batta­
lion w ith  w hom  he fought in the Som m e battles 
w hich  opened on July 1, 1916, and continued 
until the N ovem ber. It was at Bazentin-le-Petit 
on July 17 that T e d  Prosser was wounded for the 
third time. H e told m e in after years how C apt 
Bucknall— now L t  G en  G . C . Bucknall— com ­
m anded the battalion in  the action, and was 
adam ant that ‘C ’ C om pany took the brunt.

H is w ound was a ‘ B ligh ty ’ one, he being evacua­
ted to England. O n discharge from  hospital, he 
was posted to the 6th (Special Reserve) Battalion at 
Chatham  on N o vem b er 2, 1916. T h ree weeks 
later he w as on his w ay back to the Line. T h is  
tim e he was posted to the 4th Battalion where he 
m et that redoubtable soldier, C S M  A . W arboys, 
m c , d c m , m m , a regular soldier w ho becam e a 
professional footballer. T h e  admiration for his 
sergeant-m ajor was o f  the highest quality h alf a 
century later, as he recounted to me the in cid en ts^ ^  
o f  his service. T e d  Prosser’ s last fight was a t ^ J  
Y p res in 1917 during the K em m el battle, where 
A lfred  W arboys took com m and o f  the com pany 
after all the officers had becom e casualties. By 
this tim e, his w ounds had affected his hearing and 
he was partially deaf. H e was posted to 3rd A rm y 
H eadquarters and em ployed as a cook to the 
O fficers’ M ess. A  good cook, his talents w ere 
nevertheless wasted so he was appointed Q M S  
at the H eadquarters Stores, where remained until 
the end o f  the war. R eturning hom e on the cessa­
tion o f  hostilities, he was dem obilised in M ay, 1919.

A fter the w ar he w ent to C anada where all his 
possessions w ere lost in a forest fire, including 
his 19 14 -15  Star, British W a r M edal and V ictory 
M edal. T h ese, we were able to get replaced in 
1968 w hen he regained contact with the Regim ental 
Association. H e was then livin g in the W est 
C oun try, and very m uch a waterman. In D evon 
and C ornw all, he encouraged youth to be proud 
and efficient and aware o f  their heritage. Teach in g 
them  the art o f  sailing, oarsm anship, and the 
relative crafts o f  boats and the sea. A  m uch 
adm ired and respected elder citizen, he did not
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suffer fools gladly, and was forthright in his words 
and actions. A fter his decease and funeral, a 
num ber o f young chaps w hom  he had taught to 
be men, held a small mem orial service for him. 
T h is  gesture was the m easure o f  the regard in 
w hich he was held.

L e t  us be thankful w e breed men such as these.
M a j  D i c k  S m i t h

S i l l s — O n June 1, 1980, ex -S gt H erbert Sam uel 
S ills (TF/3878, 22140 and 6192185) aged 80 
years. Bert S ills  enlisted on Septem ber 11 , 1916, 
enrolling as a Territorial soldier in the 3/7th 
Battalion, a Reserve Battalion o f  our 7th (Im perial 
Service) Battalion w ho w ere then in the L in e in 
France. T o o  you n g for active service, and at a 

^ ^ t im e  when changes in  the establishm ent w ere 
being made, he was sent hom e to aw ait recall. 
C alled up for service M ay 25, 1917, he was posted 
to the 32nd Train in g Reserve, then stationed at 
Gorleston. O n com pletion o f his training, he was 
posted to the O xfordshire and Buckingham shire 
L igh t Infantry and allotted the regim ental num ber 
30672. W h ilst undergoing his training, he shone 
as a sportsm an, w inning a silver medal awarded 
b y  the Am ateur A th letic  Association at the M ili­
tary M eetin g o f  1917. F or his service in the 
trenches he was aw arded the British W ar M edal 
and the V icto ry  M edal 19 14 -19 . D ischarged on 
July 6, 1919, he im m ediately re-enlisted into the 
1 st Battalion M idd lesex R egim ent on July 7, 1919 
and allotted the regim ental num ber 22140 w hich 
on the introduction o f A rm y N u m bers in 1920, 
was replaced b y  6192185.

A t the tim e o f his re-enlistm ent, the 1st Battalion 
w ere at the D epot, M ill H ill, m oving to Clipstone 
C am p, N otts, where the battalion w ere detailed 
for Strike D u ty , in A u gu st 1919. T w o  m onths 
later, the battalion occupied  M ilton  Barracks, 
Gravesend, where L C p l S ills becam e a m em ber o f 
the Battalion A th letic  team  and a valuable per-

• form er in ‘D ’ C om pany football team. A t D o ver 
the follow ing year, C pl S ills was awarded his 
T h ird  Class Certificate o f E ducation, and found 
tim e to win a regim ental sports m edal in silver 
as a footballer and a bronze m edal o f  the Royal 
N a vy  and A rm y B oxing Association. In January 
1921, B ert S ills  changed from  his track gear and 
buckled on his equipm ent when the 1st Battalion 
m oved to C ologne as part o f  the A rm y o f  O ccupa­
tion, being stationed in K ron prin z Barracks. T w o  
m onths later, he was in Silesia for the Plebiscite 
returning to C ologne in  A pril. Just two days 
after their return, the battalion was sent to England 
for Strike D u ty , where C p l S ills did trojan wrork 
at D o ver when the Reservists w ho had been 
recalled to the C olours arrived for duty. W hen 
all had quietened dow n, and the Reservists 
dem obilised, C p l S ills w as w ith  the battalion who 
arrived in Belfast on June 17 and m oved to

• C ootehill after the O pening o f the N orthern Irish 
Parliam ent. A t  C ootehill, the battalion w ere part 
o f the 26th Provisional Brigade, w here again 
C pl S ills ’ name so often appeared am ongst the 
w inners at athletics, especially in the sprints. 
Sprinting was no doubt a relief to him  as ‘D ’

C om pany w ere occupying the W orkhouse w hich 
is rem arked upon as ‘being in a very dilapidated 
state’ . L ittle  more need be added!

T h e  last day o f January 1922, Bert S ills was 
again in M ilton  Barracks, G ravesend, when the 
battalion returned to the m ainland, where he was 
stationed until A p ril w hen he w as posted to 
Silesia once more. In July he was posted to K alk, 
C ologne, and was discharged on A u gu st 25, 1922, 
on the reduction o f  Forces under the G eddes 
A xe . A t this tim e w e lost o u r 3rd and 4th Regular 
Battalions as w ell as the tw o Special Reserve 
battalions already b eing names only, in the A rm y 
List.

D u rin g  W orld  W ar II, Bert S ills was again in 
uniform  as a Sergeant in the H om e G uard, 
serving from  M arch  1942 until D ecem ber 1944, 
for w hich service he was aw arded the D efence 
M edal to add to his B W M  and V M  for W orld  
W a r I.

A  fine sportsman in his youth and an affable 
com rade in his later years, he was a boon com ­
panion to his cronies, w ho w ill rem em ber him  
w ith affection.

M a j  D i c k  S m i t h

T o m k i n s o n — O n February 6, 1980, C ap t W illiam  
Robert Tom kinson, aged 70 years. B ill T om kinson 
w'as com m issioned Second Lieutenant in the 
Regim ent, June 1, 1939, jo in ed  ou r 2/8th Battalion 
then under the com m and o f  L t  C o l R. D . S h er­
brooke-W alker. A ppointed T /L ieu ten an t A u gu st 
24, 1939, he w'as prom oted to W a r Substantive 
rank, January 1, 1941. O riginally on defence 
duties in the L ondon area, the Battalion becam e 
part o f  the garrison in N orthern Ireland in 
D ecem ber 1940, the C O  at this tim e b eing the 
late C o l F . W alden. B y this tim e L t  Tom kinson 
was the battalion Intelligence Officer, and known 
to his brother officers for his m annerism  as ‘T h e  
B ishop’ . H e left the battalion on prom otion to 
C aptain, July 6, 1942, and joined the Phantom  
Signals. H is civilian occupation was Chartered 
A ccountant and later C om pany D irector, and 
Senior Partner o f  his firm  w hen he retired January 
1, 1975. Failing eyesight in his later years did  not 
dim inish his zest for living, he never grum bled at 
the frustration caused by this infliction but 
enjoyed a gam e o f  cards, using special large cards 
to play Bridge. H e enjoyed his w ar service and 
remained in touch w ith  his brother Officers through 
a sm all dinner club, one o f  w hom  C o l D esm ond 
E llis, I am indebted for these notes.

M a j  D i c k  S m i t h

W a l k e r — O n D ecem ber 22, 1979, In Pensioner 
(E x -C S M ) Joseph A . W alker, m m , (L/13323 and 
6188727), aged 86 years.

‘H ookey’ W alker was one o f the two rem aining 
4th Battalion N C O s  w ho fought at M ons, A ugust 
23, 1914, w here he was a Sergeant. H e enlisted 
into the R egim ent on January 13, 19 11, and 
served until January 14, 1930. H e was adm itted 
to the Royal H ospital C helsea on D ecem ber 13, 
1976.
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W a l k e r — O n January 13, 1980, E x-P te W illiam  
L eonard W alker, aged 83 years. H e w as b o m  on 
D ecem ber 25, 1896, and joined the Regim ent in 
1912. H e was a m em ber o f  ‘ B ’ C om pany, 4th 
Battalion, at Raglan Barracks, D evonport, when 
w ar was declared on A ugust 4, 1914. A s soon as 
he reached his 18th birthday he jo in ed  the 4th 
Battalion in France. Sorely w ounded, he was 
discharged in 1916, as unfit for further m ilitary 
service.

W i l l i a m s — O n  A p ril 2 5 , 1 9 8 0 . C o l J . B. W illiam s, 
m b e , t d , d l . C ol W illiam s saw  service w ith  the 
9th Battalion, Royal Fusiliers T A  and 6 0 4  L A A  
S L  R egim ent R A . H e was a m em ber o f  M iddlesex 
Regim ent O fficers’ C lub .

B O O K S  

T H E  IM P O S S IB L E  V IC T O R Y
by Brian Harpur 

T h e  battle for the R iver Po in A p ril 1945, was not 
ju st the clim atic battle o f the Italian C am paign. It 
brought about the first m ajor surrender o f G erm an 
forces to the W estern A llies at a tim e w hen, as 
C h u rch ill said, it could be ‘singled o u t’ as a most 
rem arkable victory. N early  a m illion enem y laid 
dow n their arms.

It was a battle originally p lanned not to take place 
at all. It involved no less than 20 different nations 
and ethnic groups ranging from  A m ericans and 
B ritish  to Brazilians, Poles, Jews, Indians, M aoris, 
N epalese, and Japanese-Am ericans. In scale it was 
m assive, w ith  h alf a m illion front line troops on each 
side b ein g com m itted. N o t the least o f its shocks 
was w hen 100,000 m en on the A llied  side nearly 
pulled out on the eve o f the battle.

W ith  G en  A lexan d er in overall com m and and 
w ith  G en  M ark C lark com m anding 15 A rm y G roup 
w hich com prised the A m erican 5th A rm y under 
G eneral T ru sco tt and B ritain ’s fam ous 8th A rm y 
under G en  R ichard M cC reery , there had to be the 
highest degree o f im aginative p lanning and co ­
operation betw een all three services. T h ese  w ere 
som etim es lacking between the senior com m anders 
at crucial phases but in this final battle they w ere 
triu m phantly achieved.

T h e  author was a ju n io r officer in the battle and 
in the long cam paign that led up to it. H e analyses 
the tensions and controversies in  higher com m and 
in the light o f  talks w ith  G en A lexander, and after 
the w ar w ith  G en  M ark C lark, G en  S ir  Richard 
M cC re e ry , and the redoubtable G en  W ladslaw  
A nders w ho com m anded the large Polish contin­
gent.

O n a different level he describes the cam paign 
from  the v iew point o f  the soldiers he com m anded 
and w hose life he shared. W ith  great s im plicity he 
recaptures the grim  realities o f warfare, through 
C assino, through the bitter w in ter cam paign of 
1944-45, the m ines, the booby traps, the discom fort, 
the slit trenches, the cold and the m ud. T h e  role 
o f  T o m m y  A tkins in W orld W ar II has never been 
m ore graphically  described. T h e  author has set out 
in fact not only to detail a fascinating battle b ut to 
d o  so in a m anner w hich w ill enable anybody, 
you n g or old, w ho did not see active service to 
understand w hat it is all about.

B r i a n  H a r p u r  was born in D u blin  A pril 1 9 1 8 . 

Y oungest child in fam ily of six o f a C hurch  of Ireland 
parson. Educated Portora Royal School, Enniskillen,
N . Ireland, and London U niversity. Joined M id d le­
sex R egim ent as a private soldier in 1939 and was 
com m issioned in 1940 when he was posted to the 
1st Bn Princess L o u ise ’s K ensington Regim ent— a 
m achine gun battalion. H e saw foreign service in 
T u n is, S icily  and Italy 1943-45. W as M entioned-in- 
Despatches at C assino and was awarded the M ilitary 
C ross in the R iver Senio battle A pril 1945. On 
dem obilisation he rejoined Associated N ew spaper 
G roup  L td  and was made a Director of the m ain^ fc 
Board in 1964. H is hobbies include painting, tra v e l-^ ^  
ling, and the fanatical pursuit o f tennis every weekend 
in all weathers. Sole founder and organiser o f 
H ailey’s C om et Society, w hich he started up in 1976 
in anticipation o f  the C om et’s return to our skies 
1986. M em ber o f  W orshipful Com pany o f C o acl^ ^  
m aker’s and C oach  H arness M akers.

C lu b s include the G arrick, Bath, M C C , Saints 
and Sinners, and C ity  Livery.

H e has been tw ice m arried, w ith  a grown up 
fam ily o f  a daughter and three sons, and he now 
lives in C helsea w ith  his second wife.

Published b y W illiam  K im b er &  C o  L td , G odol- 
phin H ouse, 22a Queen A n n e’s Gate, London 
S W iH  9A E . Price £ 7  95.

R E G IM E N T A L  M U S IC  O F T H E  Q U E E N ’S 

R E G IM E N T

T h is  book has been com piled b y  M aj (Q M ) L .
M . B. W ilson, Q ueen ’s R egim ent and records the 
regim ental m usic o f  all the form er regim ents and 
the Q u een ’s Regiment. It is a very interesting book 
and the Forew ord by M aj G en R ow ley M ans, Colonel 
T h e  Q ueen ’ s R egim ent is repeated to w het the 
appetite o f  admirers o f  m ilitary music.

‘ It gives m e particular pleasure to com m end 
this adm irable book for it is written by one o f  m y 
oldest friends in the Regiment.

T h is  is a work b y  someone w ho we all know is^^ 
devoted to his Regim ent. Les W ilson has put irl^ B 
an enorm ous am ount o f his ow n tim e, and indeed 
m oney, to accum ulate the material for this book. 
T h e  result is a m ost valuable addition to our 
R egim ental history.

I b elieve that m ore interest is being envinced 
today than ever before in the m ilitary history o f 
ou r nation. But the broad canvas o f such a record 
cannot be painted accurately unless there exists a 
detailed fram ework for its base. It is books like 
these that m ake an essential contribution to this 
fram ework.

O ften m usic and custom s go together and we 
learn how  this was, especially in the forbears of 
the Q u een ’s Regim ent. M any custom s that are 
now  enshrined in ou r Regim ental lore came about 
from  the w him s and even endearing eccentricities 
o f com m anding officers. I was delighted to read 
that tw o G enerals had enough tim e to sit d o w n ^ fc  
them selves and com pose a Regim ental march. 
W ould  that such an age could return!

D ow n the ages m usic has always played a major 
part in A rm y life. Indeed it m ight be said with 
som e justification that m ilitary bands have been
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the Pied Piper o f the Recruiters. T h e  appeal 
today is as strong as it ever was, a fact that had to 
be re-emphasised in recent years to those intent 
on reducing the num ber o f  ou r Bands. It is a 
happy coincidence that this inform ative volum e 
appears in the same year as w e are refurbishing 
the scarlet o f  our Regim ental Bands and D rum s. 
W e are intent on adding to the colour to the glory 
o f  ou r music.

On b ehalf o f  the Q u een ’s Regim ent, and all 
those aficionados o f m ilitary m usic, I wish to 

-  express m y gratitude to M aj W ilson for putting 
B  on record such an im portant part o f  our R egi­

mental history’ .

C opies o f this book can be obtained on application 
to R H Q  T h e  Q ueen ’ s Regim ent, H ow e Barracks,

#anterbury, K en t C T i  iJ Y . C ost is £2 50. Cheque/ 
O  m ade payable to T h e  Q ueen ’s Regim ent A /C  
N o. 0 5 7 9 5 7 7 .

P IC T U R E ’S M A R C H IN G  S T O R Y

T h e  M iddlesex R egim ent m arched into Inglis 
Barracks, M ill H ill, 7 5  years ago this m onth . . . and 
the anniversary was celebrated w ith  a cocktail party 
and buffet lunck in the O fficers’ M ess.

T h e  barracks are now  the headquarters o f the 
Postal and C ourier D epo t o f the R oyal Engineers 
and the Com m andant, C ol R o lf Jam es, marked the 
anniversary w ith  a presentation to M aj D ick  Sm ith,

o f  D evonshire Road, M ill H ill, curator o f the 
M iddlesex Regim ent M useum .

C ol James, right in our picture, gave the m ajor a 
fram ed print o f the O fficers’ M ess. M aj Sm ith, below, 
w ho joined the arm y as a 15-year-old b andboy in 
1 9 1 9 ,  first w ent to the barracks 6 1  years ago— and 
still has an office there.

H is son, M ervyn, w ho is a colour sergeant in the 
Q u een ’s Regim ent in G erm any— the Q u een ’s are 
the descendants o f the old D iehards— is the fifth 
generation o f the fam ily to serve in the Regim ent.

D ic k  S m ith  . . .  a s  a 
1 5 -y e a r-o ld  b a n d b o y

M aj Sm ith ’s w'ife, D o lly  (centre) was a surprise 
guest at the presentation. A ll her fam ily, too, served 
w ith  the Diehards. A lso  pictured are Brig Jack 
Bridge, second right, the director o f A rm y Postal 
Services and C ol D on London, the d eputy director.
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