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Y O U R  S E C R E T A R Y  A N D  E D I T O R  R E T IR E D  

O N  J U N E  27, 1979. H E  W I L L  C O N T I N U E  T O  

C O N D U C T  A L L  R E G I M E N T A L  A S S O C I A ­

T I O N  A F F A I R S  A S  IN  T H E  P A S T . H E W I L L  
O P E R A T E  F R O M  H O M E  A N D  A L L  F U T U R E  

C O M M U N I C A T I O N S  S H O U L D  B E  A D D R E S ­

S E D — M aj A . E. F. W aldron, m b e , Secretary 

M iddlesex Regim ental Association, L ynsore B un­

galow, U p p er H ardres, C anterbury, K e n t C T 4  6EE. 

T elep h on e S telling M innis 445.

p  F O R E C A S T  O F  E V E N T S

Date Event

O ct 2 M iddlesex R egt G olfing Society A utum n
M eeting, N orth  H ants G o lf  C lu b  

O ct 5 2/7th Bn A nnual D inner at V icto ry  C lub ,
S eym our Street, London W 2 

O ct 21 A ttendance at C hurch  Parade Royal
H ospital, C helsea 

N o v  10 C erem ony at F ield  o f Rem em brance,
M iddlesex G uildhall and W estm inster 
A b b ey

N o v  11 1000 hours— R em em brance D a y  Service
at Inglis Barracks, M ill H ill, followed 
by Reunion at T A V R  C entre, Edgw are 

1045 hours— 7th Bn W reath Layin g 
C erem ony at H ornsey Parish C hurch  
followed b y Reunion at H ornsey D rill 
H all

1500 hours— 2/ioth Bn R em em brance 
D a y Service at S t N icholas C hurch, 
C hisw ick

B E N E V O L E N T  C A S E S
(a) D u rin g the period January 1 to D ecem ber 31, 

1978 the sum  o f  £3,080-97 was spent in assisting 76 
m em bers o f the Regim ent. T h e  A rm y Benevolent 
Fund contributed £587-00.

(b) D u rin g the period January 1 to June 30, 1979, 
the sum  o f  £ 1,0 70  22 was spent in assisting 26 m em ­
bers o f  the Regim ent. T h e  A rm y Benevolent Fund 
contributed £410-00.

D O N A T IO N S  R E C E IV E D  B Y  T H E  
R E G IM E N T A L  A S S O C IA T IO N

(a) T h e  L illey  Benevolent T ru s t  has again donated 
£200 00 to the R egim ent and in accordance w ith  the 
T ru sts  wishes £100 00 has been credited to the 
Regim ental Association Fund and £100 00 to the 9th 
Bn Regim ental M useum  Fund to be held for m ain­
taining and/or acquiring exhibits for their display 
in the R egim ental M useum .

(b) From  M aj G . D . Paterson the sum  o f  £50-00 
for credit to the C haritable Fund.

S W A N S E A  C E N O T A P H
A  donation o f £10  00 was m ade to the Cenotaph 

C om m ittee to assist w ith  the resiting o f  their W ar 
M em orial. A  num ber o f names o f m en o f the M id d le­
sex R egt are inscribed on this m em orial. T h e  Buffs, 
Q u een ’s Surreys and R oyal Sussex also m ade a 
donation o f £10  00.

D O N A T IO N S  T O  C H A R IT A B L E  F U N D
T h e  Secretary gratefu lly  acknow ledges the fo llow ­

ing donations to the C haritable Fund from : M r E. J. 
Berm ingham , M aj F. FI. Blackburn, M r A . C hant, 
M r  A . G . W . C ooper, M r B. A . C raw ley, S ir  H ildreth 
G lyn-Jones, M aj L . F . E. N icholls, C ap t J. R. 
Riseley, M r  H. F. Stillw ell, M r S. Stinton, M aj M . 
W ild , m b e , M r A . W raith.
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BO B  R Y D E R , V C

B ob R yder, v c , w ho died on D ecem ber i ,  1978, 
aged 82 years, served w ith  the 12th Bn T h e  M id d le­
sex R egt during the 19 14 -18  W o rld  W ar. T w o  days 
after the outbreak o f w ar he had joined the Royal 
S ussex  R egt but was posted to the M iddlesex Regt.

Bob R yd er w on his Victoria C ross on Septem ber 
26, 1916, at T h iep v al w hilst serving w ith  the 12th Bn 
T h e  M id d lesex  R egt.

T h e  official citation w hich  appeared in the London 
G azette  o f  M arch  25th, 19 17 reads:

H is C om pan y w as held up b y heavy rifle fire and 
all his officers had becom e casualties. F or want of 
leadership the attack was flagging. Private R yder 
realising the situation, w ithout a mom ents thought 
fo r his ow n safety, dashed absolutely alone at the 
enem y trench and, b y  skilful m anipulation o f his 
Lew is G u n , succeeded in clearing the trench. 
T h is  very gallant act not on ly  m ade possible, but 
greatly inspired, the subsequent advance o f  his 
com rades but turned a possible failure into 
su ccess.’
H e was the holder o f eight w ar m edals, including 

the Italian equivalent o f  the V icto ria  C ross, awarded 
in  19 17  after he had swam  the Piav river under the 
eyes o f  the enem y w hen on patrol.

A s an A rm y boxer he fought 15 rounds w ith the 
form er featherw eight cham pion Jimmy W ilde.

His heroism  was recognised in many unusual ways 
H e was the m odel for the statue o f a soldier at the 
M iddlesex G uildhall and his portrait appeared in a 
series o f cigarette cards o f  the First World War.

Bob R yder was buried at St M ary’s C hurch, 
H arefield, M iddlesex, on D ecem ber 11, 1978. T h e  
Q u een ’s R egt D ivisional D epot provided a bugler to 
sound Last Post and R eveille and a Sgt and six Cpls 
to act as bearers. T h e y  w ere absolutely first class and 
a credit to ou r successors, T h e  Q ueen’s Regt. So 
passed the last surviving holder o f the Victoria Cross | 
who served w ith  the M iddlesex Regt.

W e extend our deepest sym pathy to his widow 
Edna, w ho was his third wife, three daughters, three 
sons (two o f w hom  served in the Regiment) and 14 
grandchildren. ^

T h e  funeral was attended b y  L t  C ol T .  W . C h a t t ^  
o b e , President, M aj A . E. F. W aldron, m b e , Secretary, 
C o l M . H. Sum m ers, d s o , o b e , t d , d l , representing 
our T A  Bns, M aj R. W . J. Sm ith, m b e , Maj J. E. 
P infold, E R D , M r D . R. Bennett, M r N . Peters, M r 
P. M aloney, M r  A . H . Parrott and M r Rogers.

T h e  m edals o f Bob Ryder, vc, have been pre­
sented b y his w idow  to the Imperial W ar M useum , 
Lam beth Road, London S E i,  and the medals went 
on display on June 15, 1979.

Bob R y d e r, VC , la id  to res t by  m e m b e rs  o f T h e  Q u e e n ’s Regt.
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F R E E  N E W S L E T T E R
T h e  Editor wishes to thank the follow ing m em bers 

for their generosity in paying extra subscriptions so 
that free copies o f the Diehards Newsletter can be sent 
to deserving O ld  C om rades: M r J (L ofty) Baker, 
M r C . F. Baldwin, M aj W . H . Bean, M aj F . H. 
B lackburn, M r C . C . Bradish, M r A . J. Briggs, M r
C . T .  Bull, M r  R. R. C haplin, M r H . J. C hillery, 
M aj J. G . C hiverall, M r C . J. C ox, M r R. J. C ub itt, 
M aj R. J. P. C um m ins, m b e , M aj P. D onovan, m b e , 

L t E. C . G raham , M rs R. Green (w idow  o f C apt 
R. F. G reen), M r F. G . G urn ey, M r G . C . H iggins, 

l l ^ M r  R. H. Johns, M r W . E. L o ckyer, M r P. F. M aloney, 
M r  K . J. M ankelow , M r J. M . M annering, M aj G . 
M ason, m b e , M r K . Partridge, M aj A . W . F. Peal, 
M r L . T .  P lum b, C ap t J. R. R iseley, L t  C ol E. P. 
Shanks, CBE, q c , M r M . H . Short, m m , M r Ron 

^ |m ith  (ex -R A O C , H K ), M r  E. J. Soden, M r E. 
^ P ,ew ard , M r A . E. T u tb ill, M aj M . W ild , m b e , 

M r L . W oodm an, M r  S. R. W oolner.

A N N U A L  S E R V IC E  O F  R E M E M B R A N C E
T h e  A nnual S ervice o f Rem em brance took place 

in the Regim ental M em orial C hapel in S t P au l’s 
C athedral on Saturday, M ay 12, 1979, at 2-3opm. 
T h e  Service was conducted by the A rchdeacon o f 
London, the R ev  Frank H arvey, assisted b y  the 
R ev  Sam uel C u tt, S uccentor o f S t P au l’s and the 
R ev  P. L . Pearce G ou ld . T h e  Service was w ell 
attended and enjoyed by all. A t  the end o f the Service 
the organist played the R egim ental M arch w hich I 
regret to say was unrecognisable.

A N N U A L  R E U N IO N
T h e  A nnual Reunion was held on Saturday, M ay 

12, 1979, at Porchester H all, Queensway, London 
W 2, from  7pm  to 1 ipm .

A  total o f 280 attended and a splendid evening 
was held. It w as good to see a num ber o f O ld  C om - 
^ d e s  attending for the first tim e and I hope not the

O F F IC E R S ’ C L U B  D IN N E R
T h e  Officers C lu b  D inner was held at the C avalry 

and G uards C lu b , 127 P iccadilly, L ondon W i ,  on 
Friday, M a y  11 , 1979.

T h is  year a break w ith  old custom s was m ade by 
inviting w ives. T h is  proved to be a popular innova­
tion and a v ery  entertaining and successful evening 
was held. It was so successful that m em bers asked 
for it to be repeated in 1980.

Official guests present w ere:
M aj G en  R. S. N . M ans and M rs M ans, Colonel 

T h e  Q u een ’s R egt.
In  accordance w ith  ou r usual custom  the nearest 

relatives o f form er officers w ere invited as guests 
and the follow ing w ere present:

M rs M . Bow er, w ido w  o f  M aj G . A . H . Bower, 
M rs M . C raw ford , w ido w  o f  C ol M . C raw ford, 
M rs F. Jennings, w idow  o f C ap t H . J. Jennings, M rs
F . N eal, w ido w  o f  C ap t H . A . N eal, M rs D . Pike, 
w idow  o f M aj J. I. D . Pike, M rs M . W alden, w idow  
o f  C ol F. W alden.

M em bers present were:
L t  C ol T .  W . C hattey and M rs C hattey, President 

and Chairm an, C ol I. D . Brotherton and M rs 
Brotherton, V ice-C hairm an, M aj G en  S ir John 
W illo ughb y, C ol A . S . J. de S. C layton  and M rs 
C layton, C ol J. N . Shipster and M rs Shipster, L t  C ol
G . L . Fox, L t  C ol J. C . du Parc Braham , L t  C ol E. P. 
Shanks, M aj R. A . J. C heffins, M aj W . G . A . 
C ru m ley and M rs C rum ley, C ap t M . J. S. Doran, 
C apt M . S. G ed ye and M rs G ed ye, M aj W . H. 
G rogan and M rs G rogan, M aj C . L . Law rence and 
M rs Law rence, M aj I. M . E. L lo yd  and M rs L loyd, 
M aj R. W . J. Sm ith and M rs Sm ith, C apt C . G . 
W eb b er and M rs W ebber, B rig  B. A . M . Pielow  and 
M rs Pielow , C o l H. J. A . M oore, C ol D . R. W . 
T h om as and M rs T hom as, L t  C o l R. D . H utchings 
and M rs H utchings, L t  C ol J. S. B. Pollard and M rs 
Pollard, M aj F . J. Bennett and M rs Bennett, M aj 
J. G . C hiverall, L t  J. P. A . D a y  and M rs D ay, M aj
B. K . F inch and M rs F inch, L t  E. C . G raham , M aj 
S. L . J. H enshaw , M aj D . V . L ittlejo hn  and M rs 
L ittlejohn, M aj A . F . L ockw ood, M aj A . E . F. 
W aldron and M rs W aldron, M aj D . M . W . Y o u n g  
and M rs Y o u n g  and two daughters.

7 th  M ID D L E S E X  O F F IC E R S ’ 
C L U B  D IN N E R

T h e  51st A nnual D inner o f  the 7th  M iddlesex 
Officers C lu b  was held at the T A V R  C entre, P riory 
Road, H ornsey N8, on T h u rsd ay, N o vem b er 9,
1978.

L t C o l  J. D . G un n ell presided and the guests were: 
F/O  J. A . Rook, R ev W . S . Shire and M aj R. W . J. 
Sm ith.

T h e  follow ing m em bers attended: L t  D . Austin, 
M aj M . J. Beaum ont, 2 L t S . Blausten, M aj H . E. 
C ouch, C ap t M . J. S. D oran, 2 L t D . H arw ood, M aj 
S. L . J. H enshaw, L t  F. H olm , L t  S. B. H urst, M aj 
R. J. Leighton, M aj M . C . M ercer, M aj E. J. Naish, 
L t  P. J. O ttino, C ap t P. R oberts, L t  C ol G . C . D . 
S cott-L o w e, L t  C ol D . E. S im pson, C a p t J. Spencer 
Richards, C ap t P. A . Stocken, M aj R. F. Sykes, C ol 
D . R. W . T hom as, M aj F. W eb b , C ap t G . J. Y o u n g  
and C apt M . G edye.

B R O U G H T O N  H O U S E

Broughton H ouse is an ex-servicem en’s hom e 
know n as ‘ East Lancs H om e fo r D isabled ex- 
servicem en’, it is a C h arity  hom e, situated in S alfo rd  
two m iles from the centre o f M anchester. Found ed in 
1916, the hom e now takes in any ex-servicem en on a 
short stay or perm anent basis. A dm ission  is d e­
term ined on m edical grounds, and nursing care is 
supervised by a matron and qualified staff. D isable­
m ent need not be from  w ar w ounds. A pplications 
from  ex-servicem en should be m ade to: C h ie f 
Executive, B roughton H ouse, Park Lane, Salford 
M 7  oJD . (T e l: 061-740 2737.)
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T H E  Q U E E N ’S R E G IM E N T

O n January i ,  1979, B rig  C harles M illm an , o b e , 

w as appointed D epu ty  C olonel o f T h e  R egim ent vice 
B rig R oy C olem an.

A t R H Q , w e have a new R egim ental Careers 
O fficer, M aj D avid G ouda, w ho took over from  IVIaj 
R od dy M ellotte on January 12. T h e  latter relieved 
M aj Jim m y R eid as 'O u r  man in D enm ark’ in M arch.

T h e  1st Bn (L t  C ol John H olm an) successfully 
defended their A rm y Cham pionship  title at W erl on 
D ecem ber 20, 1978, b y  beating 2 L I  8— 3. In 
January next year M aj D avid  D ickens (now Bde 
M aj 39 Infantry Bde) takes over com m and. T h e  2nd 
Bn (L t  C ol Peter Barrow) returns to U K  from  
G ib raltar in the autum n o f  this year and w ill be 
stationed at C olchester.

T h e  3rd Bn (L t  C o l G avin  B ulloch) took over 
from  L t C o l S tuart A nderson in January and departed 
fo r N orthern  Ireland in M arch  on a four m onth Op 
B anner tour.

O n M arch  19, Pte W oolm ore, aged 21 o f London 
w as killed and three other m em bers o f the Battalion 
w ere w ounded during a terrorist m ortar attack on a 
jo in t A rm y/P olice post in S outh Arm agh.

In the N ew  Y ears H onours L ist, L t  C ol C ecil 
W est was m ade a O B E  w hilst M aj V icto r A bplanalp 
and B uster C arlston  received the M B E .

M aj Frank W aldron, one o f  the R O s at R H Q  
retires on age in June and w e shall w elcom e, in his 
p lace, M aj D ick  W aite, previously w ith  the 3rd Bn.

D E P O T  T H E  Q U E E N ’S D IV IS IO N

A lth o u gh  L t  C ol H ugh  L ohan has now  le ft us w e 
are pleased to w elcom e M aj Peter Cheesem an as 
Second in C om m and. Peter is b usy settling in but 
assures m e he w ill not be desk bound for longer than 
is necessary.

T h e  num ber o f D iehards serving at the D epo t is 
on th e increase. In the last Nezcsletter I m entioned 
C S M  B ob Bartle, w h o is thriving as a Junior S old ier 
Platoon Com m ander.

S gt V in cen t Paul D a ly  is a training Platoon S gt in 
‘B ’ C o y . H e joined the A rm y at H ow e Barracks, 
C anterb ury, in D ecem b er 1963 and after his initial 
training was posted to 1 M x  in G ibraltar. H e re­
mained w ith  1 M x  and 4 Q u een ’s until the Battalion 
was disbanded and w as then posted to 3 Q u een ’s, 
com ing to the D epot at the end o f last year. H e played 
h ockey at Battalion level and was prom inent in cross 
country. H e lives in  M arried Quarters w ith  his w ife 
and three sons. T h e  nam e ‘B u sty ’ H ull w ill b ring back 
m em ories to m any o f our older readers. H is son C pl 
C h risto ph er H enry V icto r H ull is an instructor w ith 
the Junior Band and specialises in percussion instru­
m ents. H enry or ‘ F lo gger’ as he is best know n lives 
w ith  his w ife Pauline and six-year-o ld daughter in 
M arried  Quarters. W hen  he is not involved in Band 
w ork he delights in instructing the ju n ior bandsm en 
in the art o f  sailing.

C p l Peter B eadley is a staunch m em ber o f  the 
Q M s staff. H e joined 1 M x  in 1961 and was fo r m any 
years a m em ber o f the A ssau lt Pioneer Platoon. 
Peter has recently been prom oted to C pl. In addition 
to his w ork as E qu ipm ent storem an he is the U n it 
Projectionist.

M aj C arl Blackwrell has now finished his m ilitary 
service and has ju st started a new career in the 
M etropolitan Police.

In the last Newsletter I mentioned that an 'O pen 
D a y ’ would be held in Bassingboum  Barracks on 
July 7. U nfortunately this has had to be cancelled. 

V ery  best wishes to Diehards everywhere.
C apt K en Beale

9th B N  T H E  M ID D L E S E X  R E G IM E N T

I was intending to w rite a few  wrords on the state o f 
the country and o f the recent strikes w e have been 
subjected to lately, but hearing of the splendid news 
o f a new governm ent elected and their policies, this 
has given m e a m ore optim istic view for the f u tu r ^ ^  
so I m ay keep these words for a later date. O ne th in ^ ^  
that ‘go slow ’ attitude o f som e postal workers, pre­
vented m any o f our m embers from  getting their 
letters re our dinner and in som e cases hinder their 
arrangem ents so stopping them  attending the dinner.

O u r D inner and Reunion was successful, least, we 
have not received any complaints. W e shall have 
another dinner next year about the same period o f 
tim e and the same venue as this year. Those present 
at the D inner w ere as follow s: C ol H. W . W . G ray 
(Chairm an), L t  C ol G . L . Fox, M ajs R. Elson and 
D . V . Littlejohn, M essrs K . G . R. Anderson, G . 
A rrow sm ith, T .  R. Bennett, H. A . Burroughs, A rchie 
B row n, G . R. C adogan-O gg, H . G . Edwards, G . 
G oldstraw , D . H. G oodm an, H . W . K ent, C . H. 
Jones, H. A . Lane, W . E. Lockyer, P. M aloney, R. T .  
M eers, S. J. M eadow s, K . Pedlar, E. J. Frendall and 
S . R. W oolner. Som e o f the members were ac­
com panied by their wives and friends. O ur guests 
w ere the Chairm an, Secretary and Curator of 
M useum  o f the Association accom panied by their 
waives m aking a total o f 50 all told. T w o  m embers 
T o m  Barton and W ill H eath after sending for 
tickets w ere unable to attend through c ircu m s ta n ce ^  
beyond their control.

A  nice num ber o f m em bers sent along their c o n ^ ^  
tributions and donations and their regrets for n o n ^ ^  
attendance. T h e y  w ere all acknowledged and w e are 
grateful.

Just recently I w ent to St M ary ’s C hurch, H are- 
field, M d d x, w here our last holder o f the V ictoria 
C ross, Bob R yd er is buried. A longside that area where 
B ob is buried is the Australian and N ew  Zealand 
C em etery o f  19 14 -18 . T h is  place has been kept in 
v ery  fine condition. Each year on Anzac D a y  a 
service is held and the children o f the local schools 
place flowers on the graves o f the fallen. T h e  G overn ­
m ents o f Australia and I^ew Zealand also send their 
wreaths in rem em brance. T h e y  were at the foot of 
the m em orial cross when I was there.

A t  ou r A lbuhera Service at S t Paul’s Cathedral 
the cerem ony was excellent, w ith  a large num ber in 
the congregation. O u r Battalion was represented 
b y L t  C ol G . L . Fox, M aj R. Elson, M essrs B. J. ^ B  
A skew , A rch ie  Brown, P. M aloney and m yself.

It was noticed by m any that the Colours o f the 
Regim ent hanging in the Baptistry, were identified 
b y  the badge o f  regim ent over a small plaque under­
neath each C olour. T h is  does help visitors and so
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enhances the traditions o f the Regim ent and w e are 
pleased that this has been done.

T h is  great Cathedral has m any visitors during the 
year as portrayed on the day o f our Service and so 
perhaps the Regim ent w ill not be forgotten even 
though disbanded.

O u r best wishes and good health to all m em bers.

R. T .  M eers

1/7 th  B A T T A L IO N — 1939-45

W T h e  Annual Reunion o f the i/7th Battalion 1939- 
45 was held at H ornsey on Saturday, A p ril 28, 1979.

Several guests w ere present including L t  C ol G . L . 
F ox  o f the 9th Bn. T h e  9th Bn w ere great friends 
and rivals in the old days when the 7th, 8th and 9th

tins w ere in the same Brigade. T h e  layout o f the 
ables w ere first class and it was wonderful to see so 
m uch silver on parade. M an y thanks to the Officer 

Com m anding the E dgw are C om pany for m aking this 
possible. W hat a pity he could not attend to see all 
those sm iling faces. I was very pleased to see so m any 
o f  our old officers present, but w e w ould like to see 
m any m ore o f  them , so w hat about it gentlem en. 
C om e and have a drink and a chat w ith  those who 
served under you, they are still a grand lot o f chaps, 
and w ould like to see you  again. I m ust take this 
opportunity o f  thanking ou r respected and loved 
leader B rig B. R. Rackham . M any thanks also, to 
‘B lanco’ W hite and not forgetting Eddie Johnson for 
all the hard w ork they put in to m ake this first-class 
reunion. O ur dinner next year w ill be held on 
Saturday, A p ril 26, 1980, at H ornsey. I f  any o f our 
m em bers w ill be in D evon  this year or passing 
through, do drop in to see me. I feel sure I could find 
a drink for you  and you r fam ily. ‘B lanco’ W hite w ill 
I know, let you have m y address and telephone 
num ber. Lo okin g forw ard to seeing you  all next year. 
H ave a good tim e, you  deserve it.

R ocky K n igh t

W O F F IC E R S ’ S W O R D S

T h ere  is an urgent requirem ent for swords and 
leather scabbards for use, on appropriate occasions, 
b y  officers in all three regular battalions o f T h e  
Q ueen ’s Regt. T h e  high cost o f these items today 
(£150) precludes m any new ly-com m issioned officers 
from  purchasing them ; certainly, the outfit allowance 
w hich they receive on com m issioning is quite inade­
quate to cover such expenditure.

N ote— T h is  particu larly applies to the three-year 
Short Service Officer.

T h e  Q u een ’s R egt is now  appealing to all retired 
officers o f T h e  Regim ent and the former regiments 
from  which it stems, to donate their swords and scab­
bards to T h e  Regim ent so that a ‘p o o l’ o f these items 
can be m aintained at R H Q  for issue on loan to regular 
battalions.

I f  any retired officer is w illing  to present his sword 
and scabbard for this purpose, w ould he kindly w rite 
to: T h e  Regim ental Secretary, R H Q  T h e  Q ueen ’s 
R egim ent, H ow e Barracks, C anterbury, K e n t C T 1 
iJ Y , w ho w ill be happy to m ake the necessary 
arrangem ents for collecting it.

T H E  R O Y A L  C A M B R ID G E  H O M E  F O R  
S O L D IE R S ’ W ID O W S

T h is  hom e is prim arily intended for elderly 
w idow s o f  W O s, N C O s  and soldiers o f the Regular 
A rm y, m arried whilst their husbands w ere serving but 
it w ill accept a num ber o f other soldiers’ w idow s 
w hen vacancies perm it.

T o  be eligib le to enter the hom e, the w idow  m ust 
be at least 60 years o f age, and be passed b y  the 
H om e’s M edical O fficer as capable o f looking after 
her room.

T h e  hom e is at East M olesey, S urrey and consists 
o f two adjoining houses w ith a connecting w in g and 
gardens. T h e y  have lifts, are centrally heated and 
each has its ow n dining room  and sitting room  w ith 
television.

Each w ido w  has a furnished bed-sitting room w ith 
radiator, electric fire, boiling ring and fitted basin 
w ith  hot and cold water.

T h ere  are S ick  W ards w ith  trained nurses in 
charge, and therefore w idow s need not leave the 
hom e when ill or infirm.

W idow s contribute towards their m aintenance 
according to their pension retaining sufficient m oney 
for their personal needs.

F or further inform ation, application should be 
be m ade to: T h e  Secretary/Superintendent, Royal 
C am bridge H om e for S old iers’ W idow s, 82-84 
H urst Road, East M olesey, S urrey K T 8  9A H . 
(T e l: 01-979 3788.)

P e t e r  M c R a e
& C O M P A N Y  L IM IT E D

Life A ssurance Consultants 

Insurance an d  M ortgage Brokers

14-16 West Street, East Grinstead, 
Sussex

T e le p h o n e :  Ea st G r in s te a d  25977

Did you know  that besides protecting 

your family, life assurance can assist in 

other fields, such as education, house 

purchase, pension, and estate du ty? We 

specialise in the needs o f service person­

nel and w ou ld  be pleased to advise.

W e make no charges

W e  a lso  have  d e p a r tm e n ts  s p e c ia lis in g  

in  o th e r  fo rm s  o f  g e n e ra l in su ra n ce s  

w h ic h  are  a t y o u r  s e rv ic e
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B O O K S
M rs K atharine Lohan, the w ife o f  C ol Sam m y 

L ohan has w ritten a book ‘de Vassart, D A / Q ’ , p u b ­
lished b y  Eureditions, 35 Station Road, H arrow 
H A i 21 A , priced £3. T h e  author has dedicated the 
book to T h e  M idd lesex  R egt (D uke o f  C am b ridge’s 
O w n). T h e  cover was designed b y  her son, L t  C ol 
H ugh  Lohan, w ho com m enced his career w ith  the 
D iehards and is now  serving w ith  T h e  Q u een ’s Regt 
and at present holding a staff appointm ent as G S O i 
(E x Plans) L K C I C C .  Previous to this he com m anded 
the Q ueen s D ivisional D epot. T h e  book is a series of 
stories about people and the problem s they created 
fo r the A rm y. M aj de Vassart is the sort o f person 
people send for w hen they have problem s. T h ese  
accounts p rorid e  a portrait o f the m an and how  he 
put his individual stam p on the w ork o f  a D A /Q .

A  splendid book w hich makes pleasant and 
am using reading.

M O N T G O M E R Y  S T A T U E  F U N D

S in ce the death o f  F ield  M arshal V iscou nt M o n t­
gomery- o f  A lam ein  tw o years ago, a n um ber o f 
church w indow s and plaques have been dedicated to 
him  in various parts o f the U nited  K ingdom . T h ere  
have now  been calls for a suitable m em orial in 
London. W e believe that the m ost suitable place for 
an outdoor m em orial to ‘ M o n ty ’ w ou ld  be in W h ite­
hall, where on the grass outside the w-estem frontage 
o f  the M in istry  o f  D efen ce there is a superb position 
for a statue.

So far as w e know-, M r  O scar N em on is the only 
sculptor to whom  the F ield  M arshal gave sittings in 
his lifetim e. M r N em on has already cast a sm all statue 
o f  the F ield  M arshal in bronze, and this w ould be 
the basis for a larger m odel about 9ft high, w hich 
w ould seem  to be the right scale for the surroundings.

O fficial approval has been received and is sup­
ported b y  senior serving officers in  the A rm y, subject 
to p lanning perm ission from  the W estm inster C ity  
C ouncil. A  com m ittee has been form ed from  a group 
o f  the Field M arsh al’s generals and staff officers, 
w ith  the support o f  the F ield  M arsh al’s son, the 
present V iscou nt. It is hoped to unveil the statue 
early in 1980.

T h e  cost o f  the statue, together w ith  a sum  for 
further m aintenance, w ill be £30,000. T h e re  is to be 
no charge on public funds. W e  feel that there are 
m any people from  all over the w orld  w ho w ould like 
to m ake a contribution in m em ory o f  a com m ander 
w ho had the capacity- to lead a British and C om m on ­
w ealth  arm y to victory. W e feel such a statue w ould 
g ive  inspiration not on ly to those w ho rem em ber him  
as a leader w ho contributed so m uch to ou r survival, 
but w ould also be an inspiration to future generations. 
W e believe there w ill be an im m ediate response in 
Canada, South A frica, A ustralia, N ew  Zealand, India 
and Pakistan from  those w ho served under him . I f  
donations should be above the required am ount, the 
balance o f the m oney w ill be given to the A rm y 
B enevolent Fund.

T h o se  w ho feel th ey w ould like to contribute 
should send their donations to the M ontgom ery 
Statue Fund, Barclays Bank L td , 54 L om bard  
Street, London E C 3 . T o  save postage th ey w ill not be 
in divid ually  acknow ledged, b ut a book w ill be p re­

pared containing the names o f  the donors and placed 
in the Im perial W ar M useum  where the Field 
M arshal’s wartim e caravans are now exhibited. 

Editor's note— T h e  Regim ental Association m ade a 
donation o f £25. Form er m embers o f the 1 /7th Bn 
m ade a collection and forwarded a donation. T h e  
i /7th Bn served under the Field M arshal longer 
than any other unit.

T H E  M ID D L E S E X  R E G IM E N T  G O L F IN G  
S O C IE T Y  S P R IN G  M E E T IN G

A  very successful and enjoyable m eeting was held 
at the N o rth  H ants G o lf  C lu b  on April 24. A  total o f 
26 m em bers took part.

T h e  detailed results (each decided over 18 holes) 
w ere as fo llo w s:
Stableford Foursomes

PoinfW
30

28
27
23

17
16
14
13

M r G . T a y lo r  and M r T . Jones 
(W inners C ooper C up)

C ap t P . S . Ingham  and M r N . T ay lor 
(Runners-up)

C apt R. J. Tarran t and M r H . Clayden 
C apt M . S. G ed ye and M r M . G edye 
M r  A . G . T o rrie  and M r D . M iles 
L t  C ol C . N . C layden and L t  C ol J. R. B.

W orton
M r J. Rogers and M r S. Rogers 
M r M . R. T .  W alden and M r A . J. Reide 
M aj Wr. G . A . C ru m ley and M aj H . E. Couch 
B rig  G . Lerw ill and L t  C ol T .  W . Chattey 
M r  C . H oldford and M rs N . H oldford 
C pl R. Abraham s and C pl D . T ille y  
M aj A . Bisset and M r M . W est 11

M edal Competition— Scratch and Handicap
Scratch Handicap N ett

M r S. Rogers
(W inner S cratch and 
Transvaal C up)

C ap t M . S. G ed ye
(W inner H andicap and 
D arjeeling C up)

M r H . C layden 
(R unner-up Scratch)

M r G . T a y lo r  
(R unner-up H andicap)

M r A . G . T orrie  
M r M . R. T .  W alden 
M aj H . E. C ouch  
M r T .  Jones 
M r D . M iles 
C apt R. J. Tarrant 
C pl D . T ille y  
M r A . J. Reide 
C p l R. Abraham s 
M r  M . G ed ye 
M r  J. Rogers 
L t  C ol C . N . C layden 
M r M . W est (D ivot)
L t  C ol T .  W . C hattey 
M r N . T a y lo r  
C apt P. S. Ingham  
M r C . H oldford 
B rig  G . Lerw ill 
M aj W . G . A . C ru m ley

92 24 68

83 9 74
1

85 9 J
87 13 74

95 18 77
96 16 80

101 21 80
89 8 81
90 8 82

104 22 82
106 24 82
100 18 82
97 14 83
96 11 85

104 18 86
109 22 87
111 20 91
N R 12 N R
N R 12 N R
N R 14 N R
N R 21 N R
N R 24 N R
N R 24 N R
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H eavy rain caused the last six com petitors to desert 
the course for shelter and so led to a N R  card.

Before asking M rs Jean C layden to present the 
prizes, L t  C ol T o m  C hattey thanked all those present 
for supporting the m eeting and especially those 
who had travelled long distances: for exam ple C ol 
A ym ar C layton  and B rig G od frey  L erw ill from  
Som erset, M r and M rs D ave M iles from  Plym outh, 
M r Reide from Eastbourne and C pls Abraham s and 
T ille y  from  3 Q u een ’s D over. O ur num ber one sup­
porter, M rs T o ssie  W orton cam e during the m orning 
and remained for lunch. M rs N ora H oldford played 

l ^ j w e l l  during the m orning but rested in the afternoon 
and was presented w ith  a special prize o f tw o go lf 
balls. C om e on you  ladies w e m ust not let N ora have 
all her ow n w ay. Regrets w ere received from  C pl 
John Shipster, C ol M ax Sum m ers (who kindly gave a

#>nation towards expenses), M aj Philip M arshall and 
ol Ian Burrows w ho has prom ised to play in the 
autum n m eeting. M r and M rs C h illey  very kindly 

visited us in the afternoon.
It was unanim ously agreed that the new form at of 

having the foursom es in  the m orning and pairing 
com petitors in order o f arrival was a great success and 
should be continued. T h e  first appearance o f C ol 
A ym ar C layton  w ho cam e to see w hat goes on at a 
Regim ental G o lf  M eeting and w-ho acted as a scorer, 
was I hope a pleasant surprise. I have since heard 
from  him  and he told me that it was a splendid day 
but that I should have consulted the A lm igh ty  
regarding the weather. H e got w et! T h is  I shall do 
in the future. A .E .F .W .

R E G IM E N T A L  M U S E U M

C urator, M aj R. W . J. Sm ith, m b e , Bruce Castle, 
Lordship  Lane, T ottenham  N 17.

T h e  follow ing are recent acquisitions for the 
M useum :

P h o to g r a v u r e  P ic tu r e  o f  ‘S te a d y  th e  D r u m s  a n d  
f i f e s ’

T h e  celebrated photogravist, M r  G oupil, in 1902, 
^■ onsented to engrave the picture b y  L a d y Butler, if  

between 40 and 50 subscribers for A rtis t’s Proof 
C opies at 5 guineas each w as forthcom ing. T h ese  
copies w ere autographed b y  L a d y  B utler and 
m easured 30m by 19m exclusive o f the m ount. 
E ventually  47 w ere bespoken, the 46th by 2 L t A rth ur 
Frederick Skaife, w ho had join ed  the 1st Bn at 
Secunderabad in January 1903. T h e  brass plate on 
the fram e says that this was once the property o f 
C apt Skaife.

A rth u r Skaife was a you n g man o f  artistic bent 
w hose coloured sketches once adorned the Officers 
M ess o f the 1st Bn, w hich  w ere lost in H ong K o n g  
after the fall o f the fortress in the last war. A  prom is­
ing you n g subaltern, he was posted to ‘K ’ C oy, or the 
L ig h t C o y  as the C om pany C om m ander, the re­
doubtable C olonel E lgee insisted on calling it when 
he com m anded. H e was also a historian and w rote a 
n um ber o f  short articles on the 57th. In 1914, he was 
w ith  the 1 st Bn when it w ent to France, A u gu st 10, 
as 2 IC  lB ’ C o y . H is C om pany C om m ander, M aj Ross, 
was appointed a m em ber o f  the staff o f  L o rd  K it ­
chener’s A rm y, the com m and o f  the com pany there­
fore devolving on C ap t Skaife.

Present at the Battles o f M ons, the M am e and the 
A isne, it was at L a  Boutillerie he was killed on 
N ovem ber 1, 1914. A t  this tim e, the area was infested 
by G erm an snipers, and it was b y a sn iper’s bullet he 
was killed whilst visiting his soldiers in their trenches. 
H e was buried in a field only 400 yards from  the 
G erm an line, the R ev  W eb b  Peploe buried him  by the 
S old ier’s graves at 9pm. H e was the 10th officer o f the 
Battalion to be killed or wounded. T h e  com m and of 
the C om pany was taken by L t  M . Browne who often 
spoke to m e o f this officer he so m uch admired. A s will 
be know n by readers o f this Newsletter, C ol M aurice 
Brow ne, c b e , m c , d l , was C olonel o f the Regim ent, 
1942-52.

Bequeathed from  the estate o f the late Brig A . E. 
G reen, d s o , o b e .

G e r m a n  20 m il l im e t r e  C a n o n  S h e ll
T h is  souvenir o f 1944 has the norm al brass case 

w ith  the anvil rem oved. T h e  projectile is yellow  with 
the N azi Eagle, P345 Be 391 i5 g  inscribed in black, 
and on the alum inium  cap A Z 474 4 8O Z.

T h e  shell was collected at F ort Lent, N ijm egen 
when the donor was a m em ber o f  429 B attery o f the 
9th Bn o f the Regim ent when they w ere part o f the 
A A  defence o f the bridge and river from  N o vem b er
1944. It w ill now  take its place in the 9th Bn show 
cases on the top floor o f the R egim ental M useum  
in B ruce Castle.

Presented b y  M r  S. R. W oolner, late 429 Battery, 
9th Bn.

W. J. DARDRY

FLORIST

f o r

F lo w ers, P la n ts  e tc .

Telephone 346 5680 

10 H O LD E R S H ILL PA R A D E 

M IL L  H ILL  • N W 7 1L Y

O p p o s ite  H e n d o n  C e m e te ry  &  C re m a to r iu m
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M e d a ls  a n d  B a d g e s  o f  J o h n  A . M a s o n

T h is  group o f  m edals consists o f  the 1939-45 Star, 
the A frica  Star, the Australian Service M edal and thè 
British \\ ar M edal. T h e  fou r badges are the Rising 
S u n  badge, the R eturned from  A ctiv e  Service, the 
A ustralian  Legion  badge and the current Royal 
A ustralian  Infantry C orps badge.

T h e  stars and the W a r m edal are com m on to all 
our arm ies issued for the w ar o f  1939—45. T h e  
A ustralian S ervice M edal (1939—.45) was instituted in 
N o vem b er 1949, and aw arded to the Australian 
A rm ed  Forces, the M ercantile M arine and civilian 
personnel serving in operational areas. T h e  obverse 
bears the crow ned head o f  K in g  G eorge V I ,  and the 
usual legend, and the reverse, the Australian coat of 
arms w ith  the words 'T h e  Australian Service M edal 
r939~45 • T h e  dark b lue o f  the ribbon represents the 
N a v y , the khaki, the .Army, the pale blue, the A ir  
Force, and the red, the M ercantile M arine. Each 
m edal is engraved w ith the recipient’s n um ber and 
name, viz W X  7366 J. A . M ason.

John M ason was b o m  in St L o y ’s R oad, T o tte n ­
ham  on Septem ber 19, 1904, an area, or m aybe it 
should be said a stronghold o f the M idd lesex Regt. 
H e w en t to Australia in 1923, his brother already 
serving in the cou n ty regim ent. O n the outbreak of 
w ar in 1939, he joined the Australian Forces and saw 
action in C rete, G reece  and the W estern D esert. 
In the latter theatre o f war, he was badly w ounded 
and invalided hom e to Australia. T h e  severity o f  his 
w ounds caused him  to be discharged as m edically 
unfit. H e died in Perth, W estern Australia in F eb ru ­
ary' 1965. A  single m an, his m edals and badges cam e 
into th e possession o f  his elder b rother, w ho presented 
them  to the Regim ental M useum .

Presented b y  M r A lf  M ason, M S M  (20101 and 
6190630) late M idd lesex Regt.

P o s tc a r d  f r o m  P r is o n e r  o f  W a r  C a m p  19 15

T h is  postcard is headed ‘ Offizier-Kriegsgefangenen- 
lagr Guterloh'. I t is dated b y  the w'riter 19 .3.15 and 
postfranked 29.3.15. A ddressed to the w riter’s 
m other, it w as w ritten b y  2 L t B . G . H orrocks, 1st 
M idd lesex Regt.

T h e  card reads, ‘T h a n k s v ery  m uch fo r parcels 
and letters th ey are all com ing through splendidly. 
S o  glad to hear D a d d y  has got his step he is doing 
w ell. M y  leg going on all right although I cannot 
w alk m uch yet. L ife  here is m uch the same as ever—  
v ery  boring. I have m anaged to b u y  a deck chair 
w hich  is m ore com fortable. I am sorry you  think I am 
gam b ling but qu’est ce qn’on peut fa ire ’ . W e are all 
lon gin g for the end o f  the war. C o u ld  you  send m e 
cigs, tinned things and a pipe and tobacco. A ll the 
parcels have been ripping. B rian .’

T h e  you n g subaltern w ho w rote this card, in 
pencil, is now  know n to the w orld  as L t  G en  S ir 
Brian  H orrocks, k c b , k b e , d s o , m c , l l d . H is father’s

‘S tep ’ refers to the prom otion o f his father C ol W . H. 
H orrocks, m b , k h s  (later S ir  W illiam ) o f the Royal 
A rm y M edical C orps, to the rank o f Colonel, M arch 
1, 1915- H e was at this tim e a Honorary Surgeon to 
H M  K in g  G eorge V  and a m em ber o f the A dvisory 
Board.

Y o u n g  L t  H orrocks was w ounded and made P O W  
on O ctob er 21, 1914, after six weeks in the line as a 
Platoon Com m ander. D u rin g this fight his C o m ­
m anding Officer, L t  C ol B. E. W ard (knowrn to the 
troops as ‘G lass eye ’ to differentiate from  L t  C ol 
J. E. D . W ard w ho was known as ‘C ab b y ’ W ard), was 
m ortally wounded as was 2L t A . B. Trew m an who®  
was m ade P O W  at the same time and died in the 
civilian hospital at L ille, a place w ith a none too 
salubrious reputation at this date. T h e  capers o f  the 
young H orrocks as an escaping prisoner makes most 
interesting reading as you can read in ‘C age B ird^ ^

T h e  card was returned to G en H orrocks by a s t a r ^ l  
collector living in W inchester. It w ill now  jo in  the 
other interesting exhibits o f our famous D iehard in 
ou r regim ental museum.

So m uch m ore could be written, but I feel the 
interesting point is that from  the British T o m m y to 
his com m ander, whenever in difficulty or strain, the 
cry  is, ‘ G ive  us a fag ’, then all goes well.

Presented by L t  G en  S ir Brian H orrocks, k c b , k b e , 
DSO, M C , LLD .

J ?  7 9
M o d e l o f  a  B a ttle f ie ld  S o u th  A fr ic a  1897- 
(Z u lu  W a r)

T h is  m odel depicts the Battle o f Gingindhlovo, the 
last action in w hich  the C olours w ere carried into 
battle.

T h e  layout shows the Z u lu  attacking the laager on 
an em inence near the G ingindhlovo kraal, the laager 
held by the 57th R egt at this spot w ith details o f  the 
other U nits ie 60th (K in g ’s Royal Rifle Corps), 91st 
(A rgyll and Sutherland H ighlanders), 99th (W iltshire 
R egt) and the N aval Bde w ith  G atling guns and 
rocket tubes. T h ere  are also m odel figures o f  the 
various other individuals who followed an arm y in t l £ '  
field during the nineteenth century. T w o  fig u r^ k i 
appear to be soldiers o f the 3rd Fort (T h e Buffs) w h ^ ^  
w ere also at the battle.

Casualties am ong both the defenders and the 
attacking Im pi are realistically shown, soldiers w ith  
tw o yards o f spear protruding from  their scarlet 
tunic and a group o f Z u lu s m owed down in front o f a 
G atlin g  gun.

T h e  C olours o f  the 57th can be plainly discerned 
in the centre o f the line. W hen the m odel is m oved to 
a display case, it is intended to show it in the same case 
as the m edals o f  the late C ol Charles W allace W arden 
w ho was a C olo ur Ensign during the battle. T h e  case 
is adjacent to the painting o f this veteran Officer 
w ho died in 1953 at the age o f 98 years.

M odel constructed and presented by M r M . E . D e  
C aville  (late 2405311 M iddlesex Regt).

#

☆  ☆  
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P E R S O N A L  JOTTINGS
M r John (L ofty) Baker that w ell know n O rderly 

Room  ‘ B od ’ sends his regards to all his old friends 
especially Brian W righ t and H arry Seldon.

O ur congratulations to M aj M ike Ball and his wife 
A nn on the birth o f a daughter, Sarah Felicity, on 
June 20, 1979, and also his prom otion to M ajor. H e is 
serving with 3 Q u een ’s w ho are at present doing a 
tour in N orthern Ireland.

M r Fred Blow ers (6211727) was adm itted to the 
Star and G arter H om e, Richm ond, Surrey, on 
N ovem ber 2, 1978. H e served w ith the i/7th Bn 
from  January 18, 1940, until Septem ber 30, 1944. 

^ ® le was badly w ounded on July 23, 1944, and in- 
^ v a lid e d  out from  the service. I quote an incident I 

found in ou r history 19 19-52 . ‘ O n June i,  1942, their 
M ajesties T h e  K in g  and Q ueen arrived in A ldershot 
to inspect the 51st (H ighland) D ivision. D u rin g the 
afternoon they w atched N o  7 Platoon o f ‘B ’ C oy give 
a dem onstration o f a section taking up an alternative 
position, show ing exceptional interest and asking 
m any questions. T h e ir  M ajesties recognised and 
showed great pleasure in m eeting Pte F. Blowers, 
w ho was a footm an at Royal L o dge, W indsor, before 
joining the B attalion .’

M r C . C . Bradish w ho served w ith  the 1st Bn 
1939—45 and whose father was in  the 2nd Bn 19 14-18  
sends his regards to all Diehards.

M r T o n y  Briggs, w orking w ith  the British M ilitary 
G overnm ent, Berlin, tells m e that L t  C ol R. D . Fisher 
arranged a party at his house in Berlin to celebrate 
A lbuhera D a y w hich  he attended together w ith  M aj 
R on M orris and ex -D ru m  M ajor and later R S M  
John Lew is.

f C ap t N . G . Brock, 2/7th Bn, has been appointed 
The W arden o f  N uffield  C ollege, Oxford.

M r C has T . B ull, aged 85 years, and a m em ber of 
the E aling Branch, w hen sending his subscription 
asked to be rem em bered to all D iehards w ho m ustered 
at H am pton C ou rt G reen  in 1914 and w ho becam e 
the 2/8 Bn and proceeded to G ib raltar and E gypt. 
T h e y  reinforced the 1/8 fo r the opening battle o f the 
Som m e in 1916. H is num ber was 3257. H e was taken 
P O W  in 19 17 and was in C am p Scheidem uhl, 
G erm any, until the w ar ended in 1918. H e wonders 
how  m any still survive.

O ur congratulations to  C ol Rex C ain  on his p ro­
m otion to C olonel and appointm ent to com m and 
L ondon N o rth  W est Sector o f the A rm y C adet 
Force. H e is very desirous o f recruiting ex-D iehards 
or Queensm an under the age o f 55 years to help 
train the young entry.

Congratulations to M aj B. A . (Buster) Carlston on 
the aw ard o f the M B E  in the N e w  years H onours 
L ist 1979. H e is serving w ith  2 Q u een ’s as 2IC .

C apt D on C arson, L T C L ,  psm , has been selected 
for the appointm ent o f D irector o f M usic o f  the 
Royal A rm y M edical C orps S taff B and and assumed 
the appointm ent on M ay 7, 1979- H e was previously 
w ith  the K in g ’s D iv. D iehards certainly travel. W e 
w ish him  every success in his new appointm ent.

C ol N ick C arter retires later this year and he w ill be 
rem aining in Australia. W e  w ish him  and his fam ily 
a long and happy retirem ent. H e w as the last C o m ­
m anding O fficer o f 4 Q u een ’s.

A nother old soldier w ho has recently been in touch 
w ith  m e is M r A lb ert C hant now  aged 83 years. 
A lb ert served w ith  the i/8th Bn join ing in early 1912. 
H is num ber was 240116 and he was w ith  9 Platoon, 
‘C ’ C oy. H e was one o f four brothers w ho served in 
W orld  W a r I. A lb ert’s letter was m ost interesting and 
I regret that I have not the space to quote it in full. 
A  m an so proud of his R egim ent. C om e to think o f  it 
I have never m et a D iehard w ho was not proud o f his 
Regim ent.

M aj Peter C heesm an has assum ed the appoint­
m ent o f 2 IC  Q u een ’s D ivisional D epo t, Bassing- 
bourn.

W e w ish a speedy recovery to M r T e d  C o llier o f 
A lb uhera C lose w ho has been adm itted to hospital 
for the rem oval of certain varicose veins. T h e  surgeon 
w ill have no trouble in finding them , T e d  b eing on 
th e b on y side.

M aj B ob C um m ins has now  retired and earlier 
this year visited Australia, w atched the T e s t  m atches 
and m et m any old friends.

M r T a ffy  Evans, ex -i/7th  Bn, o f A lb uhera C lose 
has had a very nasty period in hospital and was for a 
period in the intensive care unit. H e is now  hom e and 
w e w ish  him  a speedy and com plete recovery.

» Parsons
and

Printing

Over a C en tu ry-o ld  Partnersh ip  . . .
L ik e  th e  Services, w e  h av e  a  tra d i tio n  to  u p h o ld , a t  th e  sa m e  tim e  ta k in g  a d ­
van tag e  o f  sc ien tific p ro g ress  in  th is  ag e  o f  m e c h a n isa t io n , ye t m a in ta in in g , 
th ro u g h  a  special d e p a r tm e n t,  a p e rso n a l a n d  h e lp fu l l in k  w ith  o u r  c u s to m e rs , 
w h o m  w e a re  ever w illing  to  a d v ise  a n d  assis t in  th e  p ro d u c tio n  o f  th e ir  jo u rn a ls

F I D J I D C n M C  Newspaper House, 8-16 Great New Street, Lon-■ J. r A HO UNO don E C 4 P 4 E R . Telephone 01-3531030. W orks
W E S TM IN S TE R  p r e s s  l t d  at Hastings.
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M aj D avid  F alcke has been posted from  the In­
fantry Junior Leaders Bn, Sh om cliffe, to the ap ­
pointm ent o f  P ub lic Relations Officer, S outh East 
D istrict, A ldershot. O n handing over A lbuhera C oy 
he tells m e the C om pan y strength w as 57!

C ap t R eg  F ord  has taken over the appointm ent of 
C ad et E xecutive O fficer to the N o rth  W est Sector 
\acated b y  M aj Sam  W eller on his retirem ent. His 
office is in the D u ke o f  Y o r k ’s H eadquarters, Chelsea. 
I have now  heard that he has been prom oted M ajor. 
B elated congratulations Reg.

M aj D avid  G ouda has assum ed the appointm ent o f 
R egim ental C areers O fficer and works from  R egi­
m ental H eadquarters at C anterbury.

A  n ew ly  join ed  m em ber is M r  W . A . H am m ett 
(6190501) aged 80 years. H e served w ith  the follow ing 
battalions durin g the period 19 17-3 2 , 1st, i/8th and 
4th. In the Second W o rld  W ar he was w ith 4th 
D iv  R A S C  1939-40.

O u r v ery  sincere sym pathy to  L t  G e n  S ir  Brian 
H orrocks and L a d y  H orrocks on the tragic death o f 
their daughter, M rs G . H erbert, on M a y  16, 1979. A  
letter o f  condolence w as sent b y  ou r President, L t  C ol 
T .  W . C hattey.

E x -D ru m  M ajor C harlie  H old ford  retired on 
M arch  7, 1979. H e is enjoying life  and together w ith 
his w ife N o ra taken to g o lf  seriously.

M r  Jock H ughes, e x - is t  Bn, H ong K o n g, has now  
retired and m oved to Bretton, near Peterborough. 
H e has recently had a spell in hospital but is now  
m uch better.

A  new ly joined m em ber o f  the Regim ental Associa­
tion is M r W . F . L im m er (621353s). H e served with 
the 2nd Bn from  June 13, 1940, until A ugust 15, 1949.

C o n gi atulations to C ap t M ick F lynn on his p ro­
m otion. H e is serving w ith  2 Q u een ’s in G ibraltar.

M r W . R. H um phreys, w ho was a S g t when the 9th 
B n w ere m obilised in 1914, has joined a happy band 
o f old soldiers in the R oyal British L e gio n ’ s H om e, 
M au rice H ouse, W estcliffe  on Sea, Essex. W e wish 
him  a long and happy stay.

M r Jock M annering, e x - is t  Bn, sent me a card 
from  M alta to tell m e that he was having a glorious 
holiday and w onderful weather.

A  recent correspondent was L t  C ol Patton Foot 
w ho served w ith  the 10th Bn, later i/ io th , from 
July 27, 1912, until S eptem ber 30, 1916. H e was 
granted a regular com m ission in the M iddlesex R egt 
on O ctob er 1, 1916, in the rank o f C aptain. H e was 
transferred to the Royal Signals on form ation in 1920. 
H e w as prom oted L t  C ol M a y  20, 1933, and retired 
on N o vem b er 20, 1937. L t  C ol Foot w ill be 90 years 
o f  age this com ing O ctober.

M r  A . W . K in g  (242940) now  aged 84 years is a 
resident o f  the R oyal British Legion  hom e at G alanos 
H ouse, L o n g  Itchington, R ugb y, W arw ickshire. H e 
enlisted on  N o vem b er 21, 1913, and served until 
July 4, 1919. H e served w ith  ou r i/ io th  Bn for the 
m ajority o f  his service b ut saw  som e service w ith  
i/5th  Buffs.

A  recent correspondent was M aj G eoffrey M ason 
w ho is now  serving w ith  the International Support 
C oy, H eadquarters S upport Com m and, B A O R . H e 
sends his regards to all Diehards and tells me how 
m uch he enjoyed serving w ith  us.

W e extend a very warm  welcom e to M r Doui* 
M atthew s and his w ife M ary who have recentl® ) 
occupied 64 Albuhera Close. W e hope their stay will 
be a long and happy one. D o u g was with the 1st Bn 
in H ong K o n g  and did his P O W  stint w ith usual 
D iehard fortitude.

L t  M artin  O ’Regan has resigned his directorship 
w ith  Davies and N ew m an (the Dan A ir  Owners) and 
joined M r H arry G oodm an to form  A ir  Europe.

O u r congratulations to the R ev Peter Pearce G ould 
and his w ife C arole on the birth o f a daughter, Anna 
M ary, on  January 15, 1979.

M r G eorge Pocock (6189323) who gave 30 years’ 
service to the Regim ent sends his regards to all 
D iehards. H e resides at G reat C om ard, Sudbury, 
S uffolk, and regrets he is unable to attend functions 
due to distance but says ‘m y thoughts are always 
w ith  y o u ’ .

A  new ly joined m em ber o f  the Regim ental As-, 
sociation is R obert John Redding (6201427). H e 
served from  January 30, 1934, until M arch 31, 1947. 
A ll his service was w ith  the 2nd Bn. H e was at 
D unkirk. H e now  resides at Basingstoke, H ants.

A

M r T o m m y  Row ntree (6199859) has recently had 
tw o w eeks convalescent in the Rustington H om e, 
L ittleham pton, after suffering two heart attacks. W e 
w ish h im  a speedy recovery.

M r S. R. S cott (24013045) has joined the R egi­
m ental Association. H e enlisted on M ay 19, 1964, and 
was discharged at his own request on D ecem ber 29, 
1970. H e served w ith  the 1st Bn, 4 Q ueen’s and 42 
A rm y  Y o u th  T eam . H e now  lives at N ew  Southgate.

M r John Soden is w orking for the C am ping C lu b  o f 
G reat Britain &  Ireland L td , and is at their site, East 
o f  England A gricultural Show ground, A lw alton, 
Peterborough. H e sounds very content w ith  life.
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M r C . H . Stevens (2249087) has joined the R egi­
mental Association. H e served as a N ational S ervice­
man w ith the 1 st Bn in H ong K o n g  and Korea 
I 95 I - 53- H e was a L cp l in the C orps o f D rum s. H e 
attended the annual reunion and m et m any old 
friends.

A  recent correspondent is M r S idney Stinton, 
aged 94 years. H e tells me that he enlisted at H ouns­
low on N o vem b er 22, 1901, was allocated regim ental 
num ber 7666 and posted to the 3rd Bn. H e served in 

J k  A frica, India, Burm a, St Helena Island and France 
19 14-18 . O n taking his discharge in 1919 he had 
com pleted 18 years and 232 days service. H e is in 
possession o f the Q ueen ’s South A frica M edal (two 
bars), M ons Star 1914, V icto ry  M edal and General 

^ S e r v ic e  M edal. H e sends his regards to all Diehards 
J ^ n d  O ld  C ontem ptibles and says G ood L u ck  and 

G ood H ealth. A s far as I know  he is our oldest 
D iehard— unless you  know  different. H e is very w ell 
cared for by M r and M rs Abraham s and resides w ith  
them  at K elved on  near C olchester.

M r S. J. W allace (6196203) sends his regards to all 
D iehards and says w e could do w ith  som e o f  that 
‘N a gar’ sunshine.

A  recent correspondent was M r D oughie Baker 
(6201138) who enlisted at M ill H ill on M arch 9, 1934. 
A fter com pleting his recruit training he was posted to 
join  the 2nd Bn at C olchester. In 1935 he was posted 
to the 1 st Bn and was a m em ber o f the ‘ Save E g y p t’ 
draft. In 1936 he m oved to Singapore w ith  the 
Battalion and on to H ong K o n g  in A u gu st 1937. H e 
was taken P O W  at the fall o f H ong K o n g  and spent 
his tim e in the Japanese P O W  C am p at Shinagowa. 
H e was badly beaten by the Japanese and still suffers 
from  his experiences. H e has ju st had a hip rem oved 
and replaced w ith  a plastic joint. H e was a groom  for 
L t  C ol C h attey and worked under that fam ous old 
character S gt Christie. W e all wish D ouglie  a speedy 
recovery and w e shall be keeping in close touch with 
him.

A ll m em bers o f the Regional Association w ish M r 
Stokes ou r senior m ale occupant o f A lbuhera C lose a 
rapid recovery from  his latest period in hospital. H e 
is now  over 80 and in the last few  years has suffered a 
lot o f illness.

M r K en  Sutton w ho served w ith  the 1st Bn in 
Korea and was so badly wounded sends his regards 
to all his old friends. H e is now  happily settled in 
Sharrington, M elton  Constable, N orfolk.

M r R. T o p le y  (14216768) has joined the R egi­
mental Association. H e enlisted on June 16, 1942, 
and served w ith  the 1st Bn until leaving the service 
on July 13, 1947.

«C ap t B ob Tarran t has retired and m oved from  Ash, 
ear A ldershot, to H ayling Island. H e is a m em ber of 
the H ayling Island G o lf  C lu b  and w ill accept a 

challenge from  anyone w ith  a handicap o f  25. H e 
w on’t adm it it but I taught him  to play hockey.

A nother invalid is M r W . J. W eb b  w ho served with 
the 2nd Bn at D u nkirk  under the com m and o f L t  C ol 
J. W . A . Stephenson. H e is suffering from  chronic 
bronchitis and angina. H is w ife has also been ill. T o  
them  both w e w ish  a full recovery.

M r F . W eb b  w ho served w ith  the 1 /7th Bn has 
recently undergone open heart surgery. H e is p ro­
gressing w ell and w e w ish  him  a full recovery.

^ k  M aj Sam  W eller retired on February 2, 1979, from  
his appointm ent as C ad et Executive O fficer to the 
A rm y C adet Force at the D u ke o f  Y o rk ’s H ead­
quarters, C helsea. W e are very pleased to report that 
he w ill be carrying on as housing m anager to our 
Regim ental H om es at A lbuhera Close, Enfield.

L O S T  T R A IL S

M aj D ick  Sm ith is anxious to trace L/11060 C S M  
Charles Stokes, d c m , m m , w ho served from  1906 to 
1920 w ith  the 1st Bn. A n y  inform ation concerning his 
whereabouts or w hat happened to him  w ould be ap­
preciated by the you n g M ajor.

T H E  J O L L Y  D IE H A R D S

W hen our bugles for battle did  m errily sound,

D o you think in ou r ranks one coward can be found ? 
‘N o ’ , reckless in danger, right forw ard w e go,

T h e n  up w ith  the C olours and dow n w ith the foe.

C H O R U S
Be they Prussians or A ustrians, G erm ans or H uns, 

Be it storm ing a ram part or capturing guns,

N either bullet or bayonet our progress retards,
F or its all the same to the Jolly Diehards.
W e ’re not Lancers or Royals,

N o r Rifles nor G uards,

W e ’re b etter b y  far,

W e ’re the Jolly Diehards.

N o w  soon w e ’ ll leave ou r country to tread the 
battlefield,

It m atters not to us— w e’ ll die b ut never yield.

O ur fathers w on honours and laurels o f  fame,

A n d we m ust add to their story, for w e bear their 
name.

D y in g  hard as they did  in the battles o f  old,

For ever they live in the hearts o f  the bold.

F or G o d  and the K in g  and E ngland ’s dear race, 

W e ’re ready to conquer, or D iehard  in their place.
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O B I T U A R Y

It is w ith  deep regret that w e have to announce
the follow ing have died:

B a r r — O n M arch  8, 1979, ex -S gt D . C . Barr 
(6208127), aged 57 years. H e served w ith  the 2/7th 
B n 1938-46.

B a l d r y — O n M arch  1 8 , 1 9 7 9 ,  M rs E. Baldry, w idow  
o f  S gt C . C . B aldry, 3rd Bn. T h e  late M rs Baldry 
occupied one o f our R egim ental H om es at A lbuhera 
Close, Enfield. T h e  funeral was attended b y  M aj
S. C . W . W eller, m b e , m m , and M rs W eller, M r E. 
C ollier, M rs M idlane, M rs W illiam s and M rs 
W orley.

C a p e l — O n M arch  1 4 ,  1 9 7 9 ,  M r D onald C apel, d c m  

( W 1 4 3 1 9  and 6 1 9 2 2 5 5 ) ,  aged 8 5 years. H e served 
in the Regim ent from  1 9 1 2 - 2 2 .  H e was b rother o f 
T o m m y and G eorge C apel both o f w hom  served 
in the R egim ent and w ere all w ell know n Battalion 
sportsm en. T h e  father also served in the Regim ent 
and his nam e appears in ou r Roll o f H onour.

C o o p e r — O n M arch  18, 1979, M r G . B. C ooper, aged 
82 years. H e served w ith  the 9th Bn 19 14-18 .

E l l i s — O n  M arch  3, 1979, L t  C ol R. H. E llis, o b e . 

Served w ith  Princess I^ouises K ensington  Regt.

F i t z g e r a l d — O n  January 16, 1979, ex -S gt D esm ond 
James F itzgerald, aged 62 years. H e served w ith  the 
1/7 B n and the Princess Louises K ensington  Regt. 
H e regularly attended the 1 /7th  B n annual dinner.

G r e e n — O n M arch  13, 1979, M r C .  B. G reen , aged 84 
years. H e served w ith  the 7th  Bn 19 14-18 .

H o w r i h a n e — O n D ecem ber 6, 1978, M rs M ary 
H ow rihane, w ife o f  M r C . J. H ow rihane.

K e r s w i l l — On June 1, 1979, M r Stanley K ersw ill, 
aged 51 years. A  staunch and active m em ber o f  the 
M ill H ill Branch. A  full ob ituary w ill appear in the 
next issue o f  the Diehards Newsletter.

P a r k e r — O n January 6 , 1 9 / 9 ,  C o l D ouglas G ordon 
Parker, o b e ,  aged 6 2  years. H e was com m issioned 
to the Royal Scots on January 2 7 ,  1 9 3 8 . H e com ­
m anded ou r 1 /7th B n 1 9 4 4 - 4 5 .

P h e l p s — O n January 14, 1979, M r B. R. Phelps, 
aged 96 years. H e served w ith the i/8th Bn 19 14 -18

P i e r c y — O n M ay 18, 1979, L t  E ric Piercy, aged 86 
years. H e w as adm itted to the R oyal Star and 
G arter H om e, R ichm ond, on A p ril 12, 1979. N o 
other inform ation is available.

Sym m ons— O n M arch  8, 1979, L t  C ol P. A . S ym - 
m ons, M C , d l , i p . Served  with the 3rd M iddlesex 
H om e G u ard  T  Zone.

T o y e — O n January 16, 1979, M rs Flora T o y e , w idow 
o f B rig A . M . T o ye , v c , m c .

B e l l — O n D ecem ber 20, 1978, e x -W O i J. R . Bell, 
m b e , aged 79 years.

H e enlisted into the S outh W ales Borderers in M l 
19 17  at the age o f 18 years and was discharged at 
the end o f 1918 on conclusion o f W orld W ar I.
In 1921 he joined the G renadier G uards and was a 
substantive S gt by 1935. *936 he was posted to
‘ D ’ C oy, 8th Bn T h e  M iddlesex Regt, at U xbridge, 
as a P S I and by 1938 had doubled the strength 
‘ D ’ C oy. A t the outbreak o f the Second W o rld  W a r  
the T A  C S M  was m edically dow ngraded and Bob 
Bell took over as C S M . In 1942 he was prom oted 
W O  1 (R S M ) and was later in the year posted to the 
5th Bn T h e  Buffs w ith  whom  he served in N orth 
A frica and Italy. H e was aw arded the M B E  for 
b ravery at Longstop H ill near T u n is  on A p ril 26, 
1944, w hilst serving with 5th Buffs.

C ol W . D . Ellis inform s m e that he was a newly 
joined subaltern w ith ‘D ’ C o y  when he first m et 
R S M  Bob Bell but on his posting to 'B ’ C o y  as 2 IC  
their w ays parted and did not com e together again 
until after the war when a D iehards C lu b  was set 
up at U xbridge. Bob B ell was one o f the main 
props. F or m any years he was the Secretary o f  the 
branch. H e w ill be sadly missed by his fam ily and 
m em bers o f the 8th.
T h e  E ditor thanks C ol W . D . Ellis and M r Frank 
W aite for assisting w ith inform ation to enable 
this obituary to be written.

B l a c k b u r n — O n A p ril 11 , 1979, ex-Pte A rth ur 
Stephen Blackburn (6200746), aged 64 years.

H e enlisted into the R egim ent on D ecem ber 2. 
1932. A fter com pletion o f his recruit training l A i  
was posted in 1933 to the 2nd Bn then stationed 
H yderabad Barracks, Colchester. O n N o vem b er 14^^ 
1934 he proceeded to join  the 1st Bn stationed in 
E gypt. H e was a m em ber o f the draft nam ed ‘ Save 
E gyp t draft’ . T h e  1st Bn m oved to Singapore on 
M arch  16, 1936, and remained in that location 
until the em ergency m ove to H ong K o n g  on the 
cargo ship S S  Menelaus on A ugust 19, 1937. H e 
rem ained in H ong K o n g  until hostilities broke out 
and he was taken P O W  by the Japanese on C h rist­
mas D a y 1941. H e was amongst the first draft of 
P O W s to be transferred from  H ong K o n g  to Japan 
in m id 1942. A fter enduring the usual privations he 
was freed in A ugust 1945 and was repatriated to 
U K  via N ew  Zealand. H e was discharged from  the 
service on A p ril 25, 1947, having com pleted 14 
years 145 days C olo ur service.

D u rin g  his service he was a Regim ental P olice­
m an serving under that w ell known Provost S gt A  
‘T o m m y ’ L ittle  w ho lost his life in 1942 on the i l l ^  
fated Lisbon M aru. A rth u r Blackburn w ill be sadly 
missed by his fam ily and regim ental friends. H is 
funeral was attended b y  M r L im ey  G ardner, M r 
M ellor, M r  M ilroy and M r M atthew s.
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C a t t e l l — O n N ovem ber 24, 1978, M aj Bernard 
K ingston  C attell, in his 90th year. ‘ Bernard’ as he 
was know n to all, enlisted in the 2/ioth B n o f the 
R egim ent at Stam ford Brook in 1914, and after 
training w ith  that unit at A shford , M iddlesex, 
C am bridge and Bedford, took part in the Suvla Bay 
(G allipoli) landing in A ugust 1915, where he was 
wounded. O n rejoining the Battalion he served in 
E gypt (W ardan, Fayoum  and Sinai Desert), taking 
part in the First and Second Battles o f G aza in 
M arch and A pril 1917, having in the meantim e 
attained the rank o f C S M . Prior to the Jerusalem 
cam paign he was com m issioned in his own 
Battalion, and in O ctober 1917, joined a small, but 
heavily arm ed, m obile force detailed to am bush 
the T u rk s retreating from  Beersheba: this force 
suffered heavy casualties, and having exhausted its

• am m unition, was obliged to surrender. Bernard 
thus becam e, so far as w e are aware, the only 2/ioth 
man to survive captivity by the T urks.

In the Second W orld W ar, he rejoined from  the 
O fficers’ E m ergency Reserve in 1939, and in 1940 
becam e Captain and A djutant o f  the 10th (H om e 
D efence) Bn T h e  M iddlesex R egt. Subsequently, 
he w ent to the W a r Office as a A D Q M G , being 
concerned w ith  the inspection and organisation o f 
fighting equipm ent for ‘D ’ D a y units. H e was 
finally dem obilised in July/August 1945. In 1918 
he becam e a founder m em ber o f the 2/ioth Bn 
Old C om rades’ Association and H onorary 
T reasu rer (a post he held for 60 years). H e was 
indefatigable in progressing the Association’s 
interests, and was specially concerned w ith the 
various projects undertaken such as the erection 
o f  the Battalion’s M em orial in C hisw ick Parish 
C hurch. H e becam e President o f  the O ld  Com rades 
Association in 1974, succeeding the late L t  C ol
D . B. W atson in that position w hich he retained 
until the end. H e w ill long be rem em bered b y all 
having the good fortune to know and serve with 
him  as a loyal Friend and C om rade, and, above all, 
as a true D ieh ard ; in his ow n words— ‘T h e  thing 
in m y life o f w hich  I have been m ost proud is that I 
was o f their com pany’ .

C o o k — O n A p ril 19, 1979, ex-Pte D avid James C ook 
(6141207), aged 66 years. H e joined the T erritorial 
A rm y and the East S urrey R egt on June 25, 1935, 
and served until January 22, 1936. O n January 23, 
he jo in ed  the Regular A rm y and the M iddlesex 
Regt. O n the com pletion o f his recruit training at 
M ill H ill he was posted to the 1st Bn join ing them  
in Singapore on February 5, 1937. H e m oved w ith 
the Battalion to H ong K o n g  in A ugust 1937 and 
served w ith  the Battalion until being taken P O W  
Japanese on D ecem ber 25, 1941. In 1943 he was 
transferred from  Sham shuipo Cam p, H ong K ong, 
to a Japanese P O W  C am p at Osaka Japan. H e was 
released from  captivity on A u gu st 15, 1945, and 
repatriated to U K  arriving hom e on O ctober 31, 

m  1945- H e  w as discharged from  the A rm y on 
Septem ber 6, 1946, having served 10 years 226 
days. H e was a trained driver m echanic and a first- 
class driver. A  fine m an w ho w ill be sadly missed 
by his fam ily and friends.

T h e  funeral was attended b y  M aj R. W . J.

Sm ith, m b e , M r J. M ilroy, M r H . J. M ellor, M r
C . D . M atthew s, M r James and M r Foulkes.

C r o c k e t — O n a date in February 1978, ex -S gt 
H enry C rocket (G/3259) aged 82. H enry C rocket 
was one o f B ritain ’s you th  w ho rushed to the 
Colours in 1914 w hen the K aiser let loose the D ogs 
o f W ar. T h e  D epo t at M ill H ill was overflow ing 
w ith  keen young m en, m any w ho had to sleep on 
the floor on Septem ber 3, 1914, w'hen H enry was 
enrolled as one o f K itch en er’s A rm y. From  M ill 
H ill he w ent to M idd lew ick C am p, C olchester, 
chum m ing up w ith  another you n g volunteer Joe 
Price (G/3256), this friendship lasting until the 
decease o f H arry last year.

T o  France in July 1915, w here the fighting 
qualities o f  this elite Battalion o f tou gh  little 
scrappers soon becam e recognised. E very  soldier 
was volunteering to take part in the raids including 
H arry C rocket. A  report reads ‘they tried to bring 
in a prisoner w ho becam e unm anageable, he had to 
be abandoned, dead’ . H arry and com rades stood no 
nonsense. On Septem ber 26, 1916, the attack on 
T h iep v al o f  the 12th Bn took place. In this epic 
fight there was w on two V ictoria C rosses, one 
D S O , five M C s, three D C M s , 31 M M s and 37 
G allantry Cards. T h e  casualties w ere 17 out o f  21 
Officers, 414  out o f  900 O ther Ranks. H arry 
C rocket was one o f  the wounded.

O n  recovery from  his w ounds, his ability  as a 
m echanic surfaced and he was transferred to the 
R oyal F ly in g C orps and given the C orps num ber 
51743, retaining this when the C orps becam e T h e  
Royal A ir  Force on the am algam ation o f  the R F C  
and the Royal N aval A ir  Service on the first day of 
A p ril 1918. H e was discharged on February 25, 
1919. In 1924 he enrolled as a m em ber o f  the 
R A O C , Supplem entary Reserve, being allotted the 
C orps num ber 7582495 w hich  he retained when 
the R oyal Electrical and M echanical Engineers 
was form ed in 1943 from  personnel o f the Royal 
Engineers, R oyal A rm y Service C orps and Royal 
A rm y O rdnance Corps.

M obilised on Septem ber 1, 1939, he served at 
hom e, until 1945 at the end o f hostilities w ith  the 
rank o f Sergeant and adding the D efen ce and W ar 
m edals to the 19 14 -15  Star, British W a r M edal and 
V icto ry  m edal he had earned in W W I. A  m em ber 
o f the M ill H ill Branch o f our Association, he 
retained regular contact b y  letter and his old 
com rade Joe Price. H is hom e was Brixham , South 
D evon w hich prevented h im  attending ou r 
cerem onies as m uch as he wished.

G o v e r — O n  M ay 16, 1979, e x -L cp l John G over 
(T F /178 9 and TF/200185) aged 83. John G over 
enlisted into the T erritoria l Force on M arch  26, 
1913, becom ing a m em ber o f the 7th (Im perial 
Service) Bn o f T h e  D u ke o f C am b rid ge ’s O w n 
(M iddlesex R egt), a proud and efficient Battalion. 
Em bodied on the outbreak o f  w ar in A ugust, 1914, 
the Battalion was at first posted to garrison the 
R ock o f  G ib raltar in Septem ber 1914. T h e  B at­
talion w ere so incensed at being given garrison 
duties instead o f  being sent to the battle front that 
Private soldiers w rote to their M em bers o f 
Parliam ent com plaining bitterly. T h is  had its re­
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ward in February 1915 w hen the Battalion returned 
to England, re-arm ed and joined the B E F  in 
France the follow ing m onth.

In the line, John G o v er was in his elem ent. H e 
w as one o f  the m en w ho enjoyed going on trench 
raids to the G erm an lines and had armed h im self 
w ith  a special dagger. T h is  was constructed from  
an iron railing w ith  a spear point top, such as used 
to b e seen in the front gardens in years gone by and 
can now  be seen in parks. H e had the arm ourer 
turn the iron shaft into a loop to fit his large and 
strong hand, and honed the tw o edges o f  the spear 
head to razor-like sharpness. W ith  this business 
like and vicious w eapon he becam e a form idable 
fighting m an, dear to the heart o f his com pany 
com m ander C apt D . W . H urd w ho was killed in 
action on Septem ber 17, 1916, during the Battle 
o f the Som m e.

C ap t H urd sent for John at the end o f O ctober, 
1915» to give him  the sad news that his brother 
W illiam  (G/578) had died o f w ounds w hilst serving 
w ith  the n t h  Bn. John returned to his position in 
the trench and later, was seen slipping o ff his 
equipm ent. H is Platoon N C O  asked, ‘W h at are 
you  d o in g ’ to receive the reply, ‘ I ’m going over the 
b ags’ . A n d out o f  the trench he clim bed. R eturning 
about an hour later, he was covered in gore, 
c lu tch in g his trench dagger w hich showed signs of 
recent use. S en t for b y  his C om pany C om m ander 
for his h ighly irregular action in leaving the trench 
w ithout au thority, he explained that after hearing 
o f  his b roth er’s death, he had gone to pay the 
blood debt. It was an action w hich  w ould have 
endeared him  to ou r A n glo -Saxo n  forebears of 
tw elve  hundred years ago, w ho believed in the 
p aying o f  such a debt, and whose poetry is o f the 
clash o f  ‘ham m ered b lades’ and ‘the shields of 
linden w oo d ’ . C ap t H urd forgave him  this derelic­
tion o f  duty, understanding cause and effect.

T h e  raids, eventually cam e to an end when John 
w as sorely w ounded, causing his evacuation to 
England and posting to the 7th (Reserve) Bn until 
discharged July 26, 19 17, as b eing no longer fit 
for W a r Service.

John visited the R egim ental M useum  at Bruce 
C astle, his hom e b eing in Edm onton. In  the 7th 
Bn show case can be seen his w orkm anlike and 
frightening trench dagger. T h e  iron loop w hich 
form s the grip appears rather large. It needed to be. 
O n shaking hands w ith  John G o v er the average 
hand was e n g u lfed ; it was like shaking hands w ith  
a shovel.

T h is  typical product o f  a good territorial unit 
visited m e in  the m useum  a num ber o f  tim es, 
always having an interesting anecdote to relate. His 
large and pow erful hands w ere accounted for when 
I learned that his trade in early life was a boot laster 
w here m anual strength and dexterity was essential.

H is funeral was attended b y  his loving fam ily 
and a host o f friends w ho filled the chapel and 
under the canopy o f the Regim ental flag and to the 
haunting strains o f the Last Post, a good D iehard 
was bid  goodbye.

M aj D ick Sm ith

G ribble— O n January 25, 1979, ex -S gt Frank 
G rib b le  (L /15537 and 6189121) aged 79 years. 
‘G ru m b le ’ G rib b le  enlisted into the R egim ent on 
his 16th birthday, A pril 9, 1915. Posted to the band 
o f  the 2nd Bn, he served in England until being 
posted to the B E F  in M arch  1918. D u ring his 
service at hom e he was one of the original garrison 
at Bovington Cam p, seeing the arrival o f the first 
tank. O n arrival in France, he was rushed to the 
line to help stem  the Jerry Push, the Germ an H igh 
Com m and last desperate fling. N o t being able to 
join  his own Regim ent, he was attached to the N  
Staffordshire Regt, serving with them  until re- 
turning hom e in February 1919. On returning to 
England, he rejoined the 2nd Bn band, then at the 
Depot, M ill H ill. A  happy little man, his instru­
ments w ere the E  flat clarinet, the flute and piccolo, 
instrum ents to suit his physique and clarity o^k 
expression. T h e  Battalion, due to resum e it^ F  
foreign tour w hich had been interrupted in 1914, 
served in M eanee Barracks, Colchester and N apier 
Barracks, Shom cliffe, until em barking for E gyp t in 
A ugust 1919, where the Battalion w ere stationed in 
A bbassia Barracks, Cairo. In Cairo, the band was 
in great demand at the various entertainm ents 
that w ere held now' that ‘ the rollicking days of 
peace’ had returned. It was also called out to dispel 
the ram paging students during the Zaghul Pasha 
riots. A ll 5ft 2in of Bdsm  G rib b le  was a m em ber of 
the squads policing the trouble spots. In January 
1922, the Battalion m oved to Singapore to be 
stationed in T an glin  Barracks. In  M alaya the band 
led the life o f gentlem en. It was then a gentle 
country. H R H  T h e  Prince o f W ales, Colonel in 
C h ie f o f  the R egim ent visited the Battalion on 
A p ril 1, 1922, w hich m eant a busy program m e for 
the band, w ho played at numerous cerem onies 
and functions in Singapore city and the barracks, 
including dinner in the Officers M ess. G ru m b le ’s 
piccolo was heard trilling m errily on all occasions, 
not on ly in Singapore, b ut also in K uala L u m pu r 
and Penang during the royal visit. W hen the 
A m erican O pera C om pany visited Singapore, 
num ber o f  their musicians had been taken i l l^ L  
T h e ir  band was augm ented by a num ber o f th e ^ F  
Regim ental m usicians, one o f whom  was Frank 
G rib b le  w ho shone during the play ‘A braham  
L in co ln ’ w hen he played the recruiting and m arch­
ing tunes— off stage— to sim ulate the m ovem ents 
o f the U nion  Arm y.

In O ctob er 1924 he m oved to the sub-continent 
o f India, being stationed in East R idge Barracks, 
Ahm ednagar, on the edge o f the D eccan Plain. 
H ere he led a different life. India was an arid 
country in com parison to the lush areas o f M alaya. 
T h e  training consisted o f long, tiring and dry 
m arches over the hard and dusty roads. A s  a 
bandsm an, Frank had been trained and was 
qualified in sanitation and stretcher bearing duties.
O n exchanging w ith  the piccolo player in  the 
C orps o f  D rum s on the express wish o f the newly 
appointed S gt D rum m er w ho had been in the band 
prior to appointm ent, he now  becam e a musician 
on the m arch. T h e  bandsm en w ere stretcher- 
bearers attached to various com panies during 
training, b ut D rum m ers played their m usic w hen­
ever the Battalion w ere in  colum n o f route.
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G rum b le becam e one o f the best know n figures 
in the Battalion, his p iccolo could be heard trilling 
away even by the rear files on the long dusty roads 
o f  India. H e, and his piccolo, both small, loud and 
clear and dependable. In D ecem ber 1928, he 
m oved to M adras, stationed in Fort S t G eorge. 
H ere again, Frank now  an N C O  in the C orps of 
D rum s was called out on riot duty. T h is  tim e on 
the ‘Salt riots’ o f M ahatm a G andhi. T h ere  were 
m any pleasant days also to be spent on the beaches 
until A p ril 1931, when the Battalion m oved to 
K hartoum  in the Sudan. T h is  was his last station 

U  o f the foreign tour, spent on the sands o f the desert 
under an unrelenting sun as the tour had com ­
m enced in E gyp t in 1919. A lso, as the Battalion 
had reform ed in 1919 at C olchester, it was again to 
C olchester it cam e in D ecem ber 1931. Frank

# G rib b le  was then stationed in H yderabad Barracks, 
on the opposite side o f the square to M eanee where 
he had been in  1919.

Soldering on his regular engagem ent until 
July 1936, he was discharged to pension on July 3, 
1936, from  C larence Barracks, Portsm outh. His 
m ilitary testim onials w ere all o f a high degree.

Enlisting with Section ‘E ’ A rm y R eserve in 
N o vem b er 1938, he was m obilised in Septem ber 1, 
1939, serving at hom e until discharged in June 
1949, w hen he prom ptly re-enlisted into the T e r ­
ritorial A rm y until reaching the age lim it. Frank 
received his nicknam e when as a very sm all lad 
on enlistm ent he was raising his voice in dissent, 
his N C O  said ‘S hut up T ic h , you  aint big enough 
to grum b le’ . T h e  name stuck, b ut the appellation 
was ju st the reverse to the character o f  this nice 
and likeable man.

M aj D ick  Sm ith

H o g g  O n  M a y  5 ,  1979» ex -S gt Frederick G eorge 
H ogg (6196374) aged 69. Fred H ogg enlisted into 
the Regim ent on O ctob er 17, 1924, b eing posted 
to the band o f  the 1st Bn, join ing the 2nd B n in 
India, in January 1926, w hen the Battalion w ere 
stationed in  Ahm ednagar.

A  popular m em ber in the B o y ’s Room , he ac­
cepted the appellation ‘U g ly ’ given to him  b y  a 
band N C O  w ho shall remain nam eless, w ith  the 
greatest o f  sang-froid , and in later years signing his 
letters as such. W ith  the 2nd Bn, he served also in 
M adras, K hartoum , C olchester, Portsm outh and 
G osport. Posted to the 8th Bn, K in g ’s O w n R oyal 
R egt in F eb ruary 1940, he served w ith  them  until 
N ovem ber 1941, w hen jo in ed  the Cheshire R egt 
(N o 2 T ra n sit Cam p) until June 1948. From  the 
C heshire R egt, he was posted to the 1st Bn, N orth 
Staffs R egt in June 1948 where he, for a tim e, held 
the appointm ent o f R Q S , until returning hom e in 
February 1949, to rejoin the Cheshire R egt at N o 
22 P rim ary T ra in in g  C entre. W hilst w ith  the unit, 
he m et an old D iehard com rade, M aj Bert Peasley, 
with w hom  he had m uch in com m on. H e took his 
discharge to pension on N o vem b er 10, 1951, wear- 

j k  ing the 1939-45  Star, A frica Star, Italy Star, 
D efence M edal, W ar M edal and the L o n g Service 
and G ood  C on d u ct M edal.

A fter his discharge, he was em ployed as a tram 
conductor in Leeds but m issed his m ilitary life  so 
term inated that em ploym ent to work for the T A

w ith 49 Infantry D iv. C olum n R A S C  (T A ) as 
T ech n ica l Storem an. A fter 18 m onths, he was ex ­
changed to 49 Inf D iv  Signal R egt (T A ) in the same 
em ploym ent. E ight years later, he exchanged to 
249 Field R egt R A  (T A ) w ith  whom  he served 
until illness caused him  to retire.

H is later years w ere o f continuous suffering, his 
eyesight requiring operations, plus haem orrhage, 
all o f w hich he bore w ith  placidity. H is letters were 
always in a lively  vein and he kept in contact w ith 
the M ill H ill Branch from  his hom e in L eeds, also 
w ith the friend o f  his early years M r  A . R. ‘B rew er’ 
Drane.

W hen Fred answered the Last Roll C all, his son 
w rote g iving m e the sad news, telling m e that it was 
F red ’s w ish that his m edals should jo in  ou r co l­
lection in the R egim ental M useum . T o  the last, 
Fred was a D iehard.

M aj D ick  Sm ith

H o n e y b u n — O n February 27, 1979, M aj (Q M ) 
L eslie  Thom as H oneybun, eight days short o f his 
76th birthday. Les H oneybun enlisted into the 
M iddlesex R egt on N o vem b er 18, 1921, and given 
the arm y num ber 6195147. C om pleting his recruit 
training the follow ing June, he was posted to the 
1 st Bn w ith  w hom  he served until 1938 w hen he 
transferred to the H om e Establishm ent w ith  the 
2nd Bn, then stationed in G osport.

A ppointed a Lance C orporal in  N o vem b er 1922 
and C orporal in M a y  1925, he becam e a m em ber o f 
the Sergeants M ess in M arch  1927. A s a you n g and 
prom ising jun ior N C O , he attended a course at the 
School o f Education, qualifying as an instructor. 
In  June 1928, he was posted to the R egim ental 
D epot, M ill H ill, where he instructed the recruits 
enabling m any to gain their 3rd C lass C ertificate of 
E ducation, prior to join ing the Battalion. H e re­
turned to the 1st Bn in June 1930, and qualified 
as an instructor on Rifle and L ig h t A utom atic at 
H ythe a year later.

H e was now  ready for the foreign tour about to 
be taken by the 1st Bn, although not his first over­
seas service, he having served in  C ologne in  1922 
and 1923 and in C hina from  January to D ecem ber 
1937, during the Japanese border incidents. In 
D ecem ber 1931 he w ent to Palestine and then on to 
C airo  in January 1932. F rom  E gypt he w ent to 
Singapore in M arch  1936 and to H ong K o n g  in 
A u gu st 1937. H aving com pleted his tour o f  over­
seas service he rejoined the 2nd Battalion in 1938 
being prom oted colour Sergeant in June 1938 and 
W O 2  (R Q M S ) a year later. It was as the R Q M S , 
he w orked hard to kit the Battalion on m obilisation 
in 1939, going w ith  them  to France on  the last day 
o f  Septem ber. O n the evacuation from  D unkirk 
at the end o f M ay 1940, he returned hom e w ith  the 
rem nants o f the 2nd Bn and was kept b usy re­
arm ing and re-kitting the Battalion w ho had 
arrived hom e w ith  the clothes they w ere dressed 
in, plus their dial sights from  their m achine guns.

In Septem ber 1941, the 8th Bn needed a good 
Quarterm aster. T o  fill the vacancy, L es  H oneybun 
was prom oted L ieutenant (Q uarterm aster) on 
Septem ber 1941 and w ith  this pre-w ar Territorial 
Battalion took part in the N orm andy landings, 
serving w ith  them  until the end o f the war. H e was
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prom oted C aptain (Q M ) on Septem ber 15, 1944.
F or a w hile he left the service, but later rejoined 

and w ill b e  rem em bered b y  m any officers and 
soldiers in transit as the Q uarterm aster at the D eep 
Shelter in G ood ge Street. W hen this departm ent 
closed dow n, he was posted to C yp ru s, having been 
prom oted M ajor (Q M ) on January 19, 1953.

In later years and on retirem ent, he m oved to 
L e e-on -S olen t w here he becam e a staunch and 
regular m em ber o f the Royal British Legion.

A  m easure o f the regard in w hich he was held 
w as dem obstrated at his funeral. T h e  Royal British 
L egion  Padre conducted the service, the R ev  K en 
K en dra, w ho had served w ith  M aj G en  C hristopher 
M an, the undertaker was also a fellow  m em ber, 
arranging both the U nion Jack and the Regim ental 
flag on the coffin. T h e  Standard Bearer was M r J. 
C o le b o m , late K in g ’s D ragoon G uards whose drill 
was im peccable throughout the solem n cerem ony. 
L in in g  the porch  as the b ody w as carried into the 
chapel w ere his com rades and friends o f  the years 
he spent in the R egim ent, M aj G e n  S ir John 
W illo u gh b y, C o l Ian Brotherton, M aj D ick  Sm ith, 
C ap t B ob T arran t, M essrs R. M cN e ille , C . 
M iriam , H. N orfield , J. O ’N eill, N . Peters and 
L . W est. It was a soldiers funeral, conducted by 
soldiers to a congregation o f  old soldiers and their 
w ives.

A fter an adm irable address b y  the soldier padre, 
one in w hich  w e felt w e w ere personally spoken to, 
g iv in g the sorrow ing fam ily pride, during their 
grief, w e stood for the last good bye. T h e  tw o senior 
officers, both  o f good physique w ho dw arfed me, 
pulled back their shoulders on the haunting note o f 
the final salute to ou r cou n try ’s servicem en, and so 
L es  H oneybun wras laid to rest.

M aj D ick  Sm ith

J o h n s o n — O n  D ecem ber 6, 1978, e x -W O i (R S M ) 
Leslie  R ueben (L en) Johnson (6194200), aged 
75 years.

H e enlisted into the R egim ent at M ill H ill on 
A p ril 18, 1921. Posted to the 2nd B n he served in 
G erm an y, E gypt, Singapore, India and the Sudan, 
returning hom e w hen the Battalion com pleted its 
tour o f  foreign  service in D ecem ber 1931. O n 
arrival in U K  the 2nd Bn was stationed at H ydera­
bad Barracks, C olchester, and he rem ained w ith 
this Battalion, w ith  the exception o f a tour o f  d uty 
at the D epo t, M ill H ill, until taking his discharge 
at his ow n request on A p ril 21, 1939, having com ­
pleted 18 years’ colour service. H e attended 
courses at the Sm all A rm s School, N etheravon 
(1932) and the Sm all A rm s School, H yth e (1935) 
and obtained a D istingu ished grading on each 
course. N o m ean achievem ent. A t the outbreak of 
W orld  W ar 2 he was called up for further service 
on A u gu st 24, 1939, and served w ith  the Royal 
E ngineers and the R oyal A rtillery  until his release 
on  July 23, 1945, and transfer to C lass Z  R eserve 
on Septem ber 18, 1945. H e again enlisted on M ay 
L  I 947> this tim e w ith  the T erritoria l A rm y, 
serving w ith  the Royal A rtillery  until A u gu st 6, 
1948.

L en  Johnson was a founder m em ber o f the 
W arrant Officers and Sergeants O ld  Com rades 
branch w ho still m eet at Edgw are on the second

S aturday o f  each m onth. So passed another very 
w ell known m em ber o f the R egim ent w ho was a 
true and staunch D iehard. O ur thanks m ust also 
be recorded to M rs Ivy  C larke, his landlady for so 
m any years, w ho gave him  so m uch care and 
attention when he needed it most. A  true friend.

T h e  funeral was attended b y  M rs Ivy  Clarke, 
M ai A . E. F . W aldron, m b e , M aj R. W . J. Sm ith, 
m b e , and M rs Sm ith, M r  L . Shrubb, m m , M r A. 
M ason, M r and M rs A m bler, M r and M rs 
C hacksfield, M r and M rs Parrott, M r J. M ilroy, 
M r  G . H urlock and M r P. M aloney.

K i n g - F a r l o w — O n February 10, 1979, M aj Patrick 
A rth u r Vernon K in g-F arlow , aged 65 years.

H e was granted a T A  Com m ission on July i,
1939. H e served w ith  the 2nd Bn during the period 
June 1944-8 M ay, 1945, com m and ing‘A ’ C oy. H ^  
was mentioned in despatches, awarded the C - in -C ’s 
certificate for gallantry and twice aw arded the 
G O C ’s C om m endation Card.

M a n — O n A p ril 7, 1979, M rs Evelyn D ora M an in 
her 96th year.

M rs M an was the m other o f C ol A . M . M an and 
M aj G en  C . M . M . M an, w ho have both given 
such distinguished service to the Regiment.

D ora M an as she was know n to all her friends 
took a great interest in the Regim ent all her life 
and was a great lover o f cricket. She h erself had 
been a cham pion gym nast and cricketer. A t  the 
m em orial service held at T en terd en  Parish C hurch  
on A pril 18, 1979, the R ev T .  E. R oberts, ended 
his address as fo llo w s:

H ere w as a w om an o f courage— she never 
w hined. S he w ill be rem em bered for m any things, 
for those letters that seemed to com e out o f  the 
‘b lu e ’ , for her special service to W est V iew  H ospital 
as President o f  the Friends o f the hospital, her flat 
refusal to use the Christian names o f certain 
people. W e  shall all rem em ber w ith  gratitude 
glow ing personality. She showed us how  to 

‘T h e re ’s little w orth the wear o f w inning 
Save laughter and the love o f friends’—  

that was a saying o f hers: and there was also that 
other saying she loved from the O ld  T estam ent: 

‘T h e  eternal G od is T h y  refuge and under­
neath are the everlasting arm s.’

D ora M an believed those words absolutely and 
relied on them  all through her life.

N e w m a n — O n January 16, 1979, ex-Bdsm  W illiam  
Edw ard N ew m an (7488) aged 93 years. ‘ P ickles’ 
N ew m an enlisted into the new ly raised 3rd Bn of 
the Regim ent on July 1, 1901, and was posted to 
the band, qu ick ly  becom ing an efficient perform er 
on the com et. In M arch  1902, he left C am bridge 
Barracks, W oolw ich  to serve on the island o f St 
H elena, a British island in the S outh A tlantic, 
w here the Battalion w ere guards to Boer prisoners 
o f  W ar. From  1815 until 1821, it had been the 
hom e o f  N apoleon after his defeat at W aterloo. 
‘ P ickles’ and his com rades w ere bid adieu by G en 
H enry K en t, the C olonel o f  the R egim ent to the
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tune o f the ‘Jolly D ie-H ard s’ and ‘A u ld  Lang 
S y n e ’ . A t D eadw ood C am p he was a m em ber of 
the band entertaining both the m em bers o f the 
Battalion and the Boer prisoners, also at the 
G overn or’s Residence, w here the civilian residents 
cam e in their scores to listen to the m usic and to 
see the troops in their scarlet tunics and white 
‘jam po t’ cuffs and collars. M ovin g to S outh Africa, 
he was at M id d leb u rg and at tim es on duties in 
Stelenbosch, both in the Transvaal. A t  M idd leburg 
on February 3, 1904, he was on parade when the 

^  C olours were presented by H E  V iscou n t M ilne
IgJ  g c b ,  g c m g ,  the H igh C om m issioner for S A . A t

this date, the Battalion were resplendent in the 
yellow  cuffs and collars w hich had been restored 
in 1902, after 21 years o f  w hite facings. Four 
m onths later, on Sunday, June 5, 1904, ‘P ickles’

• was presented w ith  the Q u een ’s S outh A frica 
medal, as w ere all those present w ith the Battalion 
w ho had taken part in the Boer W ar 1899-1902, 
either on the continent or on S t Helena.

C hristm as D ay, 1905, ‘P ickles’ was w ith the band 
as they m arched around the lines, playing ‘Roast 
B eef o f O ld  England’ as the troops w ent into their 
gaily decorated dining halls for the C hristm as fare 
and v isit b y the C om m anding O fficer to wish them  
a M erry  Christm as. T w o  m onths later, in February 
1906, he was on cerem onial parade for the inspec­
tion o f the Battalion b y  H R H  T h e  D u ke o f 
C onnaught where the clear notes o f his com et 
w ere a great asset as they w ere w hen the D uke 
visited and dined in the Officers M ess.

S eptem ber 1906, saw the 3rd Bn m ove to H ong 
K o n g  w ith  detachm ents in N orth  C hina at 
T ien tsin , Peking and Shanghai. ‘P ickles’ visited all 
these places when the band gave m usical concerts 
in addition to again playing for the benefit o f T h e  
D uke o f C onnaught w hen he visited H ong K o n g 
in February 1907. A t  this tim e he also had to b e­
com e efficient in the use o f the new ly adopted 
short rifle, the S M L E  (Short, M agazine, L ee

f  Enfield), w hich replaced the long rifle. T h e  new 
N o  1 bayonet was also issued to take the place of 
the double-edged ‘p ig  sticker’ bayonet. Both 
weapons and the new pattern w eb equipm ent being 
adopted at this date. Sm artness was param ount in 
the 3rd Bn, the unit being acknow ledged the 
sm artest o f all the L egation  G uards at Peking, 
the guards consisting o f Am erican, A ustro- 
H ungarian, Belgian, British, D u tch , French, 
G erm an, Italian, Japanese, and Russian troops, 
each com peting tq show how  good they, and their 
cou ntry were.

In N o vem b er 1908, the Battalion m oved to 
Singapore where they rem ained, earning com ­
m endation, o f  w hich ‘ P ickles’ and his fellow  
bandsm en did so m uch to earn. T h re e  years later, 
he w ent to India, stationed at C aw npore, from  
w here he was discharged in 1913, returning to 
E ngland and leaving the regim ent on N o vem b er 1,

• 19 11, in possession o f  three G ood C on d u ct badges,
an E xem plary character and the rank o f Bandsm an 
w hich gave a pensionable rate o f C orporal. A  
staunch tea-totaler and reliable m an, he had 
excellent references to take w ith  him  to civil life.

In civil life, he was em ployed as a tea blender 
and as such was em ployed on the outbreak o f war

in 1914. H is first attem pt to re-enlist was thwarted, 
but in January 1917, he was accepted into the Royal 
A rtillery, becom ing a G unner in the Royal Field 
A rtillery  on the last day o f January. G ain in g a 1st 
Class Signalling C ertificate, he becam e a Signaller 
w ith A/148 Brigade F R A , and holding the num ber 
207467. H is active service overseas gave him  the 
British W ar M edal and the V icto ry  M edal to add to 
the Q u een ’s South A frica  M edal, his second spell 
o f soldiering ending February 24, 1919, w hen he 
transferred to the A rm y Reserve. O n his decease, 
he was our oldest D ie-H ard  in addition to being 
our earliest enlisted soldier.

M aj D ick  Sm ith

P e t e r s — On June 12, 1979, ex-Pte N o el James Peters 
(PS/1841) aged 81. N o el Peters enlisted into the 
16th (Public Schools) Battaion o f the R egim ent in 
A p ril 1915, when this Battalion, m ostly ex-P ub lic  
school men, w ere at W oldingham . It had been 
decided at this tim e to extend recruiting to other 
suitable men from  outside the public schools class. 
T h e  choice, how ever, was very selective. W ith  this 
Battalion, N oel joined the B E F  in N o vem b er 1915, 
serving in the trenches at B ethune and L a  Bassee. 
O n July 1, 1916, N oel w as one o f the assaulting 
troops at Beaum ont H am el w here 22 o f  23 o f  the 
officers and 500 o f its 689 O ther Ranks w ere killed 
or wounded or m issing. T h a t splendid Battalion 
o f public school m en had been reduced to less than 
C om pany strength. T h e  action was still v ivid  in the 
m em ory o f N oel Peters when I m et him  on the 
S om m e 50 years later, July 1, 1966. From  B eau­
m ont H am el, N oel w ent to Y p res, A lb ert and 
Arras.

H e was sent to Chatham  w hen it was decided 
that the younger soldiers, quite a num ber under 
age, w ere to be sent hom e. A fter  a short stay, he 
was at short notice drafted to ioin the 23rd (Second 
Football) Bn, in Italy. H e le ft on B oxing D ay, 1917, 
join ing the Battalion w ho w ere in position on the 
P iave River.

In M arch  1918, the 23rd Bn w ere recalled to the 
W estern Front and N oel found him self, as he said, 
m aking the second longest jou rn ey o f  his life. 
T a k in g  his place in the trenches at A lb ert near to 
the position he had been in 1916, although em ­
ployed as a cook, he was in action on M arch  25. 
T h e  G erm ans advanced in  m assed form ation, 
causing our troops m any casualties. T h e  C O  o f the 
23rd Bn, L t  C ol H aig-B row n, w ho was a M aster at 
L ancing C ollege in civil life was killed as w ere two 
other Officers, four others w ounded w hilst O ther 
Ranks casualties w ere 13 killed, 61 w ounded and 38 
m issing. O ne o f those reported m issing was N oel 
Peters w ho, w ith  eight com rades w ere captured 
at the point o f the bayonet. H is new  address b e­
cam e ‘G efangenenlager 3, M unster in W estfalen ’ 
until the end o f hostilities w hen he returned hom e 
to be dem obilised from  C rysta l Palace in A pril 
1919-

O ut o f  uniform , N oel retained constant touch 
w ith  his com rades, attending every function and 
cerem ony at hom e and overseas. A lw ays clean, 
tid y  and smart, he w as a credit to the R egim ent 
w herever he w ent. Q u iet and gentle o f  manner,

1 7



he was an excellent listener, and am using and 
know ledgeable narrator. H e had a host o f  friends 
in all w alks o f life. W hen I broke the news o f  his 
decease to one, he exclaim ed 'O h  no, not that nice 
m an'. T h a t is how  so m any o f us w ill rem em ber 
him — that nice man N o el Peters.

M aj D ick  Sm ith

W a l e s — On N o vem b er i ,  1976, ex -D ru m  M ajor
A . J . W ales. D ru m  M ajor W’ales originally en­
listed as a G ren ad ier G uardsm an and joined the 
2/8 Bn on the expansion o f  the T erritoria l A rm y

when he form ed the C orps o f  D rum s at Battalion 
H eadquarters at N ortholt. H e served w-ith this 
Battalion (later 1 M x) at hom e and in N orth W est 
Europe. C ol Ellis tells m e that wrhen he was com ­
m anding H Q  and Support C oy 11 Para (8 M x) 
D ru m  M ajor W ales helped form  a Diehards C lub  
w hich was set up at H ounslow  and he was S ecre­
tary for a period. D ru m  M ajor W ales again enlisted 
and once m ore form ed a C orps of D rum s. C ol Ellis 
inform s me that they used to m eet at intervals in 
M arlow  where he cam e to live after his retirem ent 
from  London Airport.
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