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F O R E C A S T  O F  E V E N T S
October

3 M iddlesex R egt G S  A utum n M eeting at
N orth  H ants G o lf  C lub.

22 C hurch  Parade at Royal H ospital, Chelsea.

November
11 M iddlesex R egt Rem em brance Service at

F ield  o f Rem em brance, W estm inster.
12 M iddlesex R egt A nnual Rem em brance

Service, Inglis Barracks, M ill H ill, London 
N W 7.

A N N U A L  S E R V IC E  O F  R E M E M B R A N C E
T h e  Annual Service o f  R em em brance took place 

in the Regim ental M em orial Chapel in S t P au l’s 
C athedral on Saturday, M a y  13, 1978, at 2.30pm. 

total o f 150 attended. T h e  service was conducted by 
^ ^ P ie  R ev  Sam uel C u tt, S uccentor o f St P au l’s assisted 

b y the R ev  P. L . Pearce G ou ld , o b e ,  m a , R ector of 
B ackw ell, Bristol.

M aj G en  S ir  N igel and L a d y  T a p p  attended as 
guests o f  the Regim ental Association.

A N N U A L  R E U N IO N
T h e  A nnual Reunion w as held on Saturday, M ay 

I 3> *978, at Porchester H all, Q ueensway, London 
W 2, from  7pm  to 11.30pm . A  total o f  270 attended.

A  splendid evening was enjoyed b y  all and it was 
very pleasing to see a num ber o f  n ew  faces.

D u rin g  the evening the A nnual G eneral M eeting 
was held and the President, L t  C ol T .  W . C hattey, 

explained the accounts for the year and brought 
^ ^ h o s e  present up to date w ith  the activities o f the 

Regim ental Association, the M useum  and the O C A  
Branches.

Consideration is being given to the changing o f  the 
venue o f the Reunion. W e look forw ard to seeing you 
all next year.

D O N A T IO N S — C H A R IT A B L E  F U N D
T h e  Secretary gratefu lly acknowledges donations 

to the Charitable Fund from : M aj F. H . Blackburn, 
M r R. E. Bourne, M r A . G . W . C ooper, M aj R. J. P. 
Cum m ins, m b e , M r W . J. G ilyatt, m b e , M aj S ir 
W ildreth  G lyn-Jones, t d ,  L t  C ol F . G . Parker, 
C apt J. R . Riseley, M rs E . H . Short (in m em ory of 
C P O  H arry Short w ho was a F E P O W  w ith the 1st 
Bn), M r L . F. W oodm an and M aj D . M . W . Y oun g.

LE G A C IE S
T h e  late M r F. G . B irdsall (i/7th  B n 19 14-18 ) 

bequeathed the sum  o f  £50 to the R egim ental 
Charitable Fund.

T h e  late C ol M . C raw ford , d s o ,  j p ,  d l ,  bequeathed 
the sum  o f  £200 to the R egim ental C haritable Fund.

T h e  L illey  Benevolent T ru s t has again donated 
£200 to the Regim ent and £100 has been allocated 
to the R egim ental C haritable Fund and £100 to the 
9th B n branch to be held for m aintaining and/or 
acquiring exhibits for their display in the Regim ental 
M useum . T h e  late M aj J. I. D . Pike, m c , bequeathed 
the sum  o f £100 to the R egim ental C haritable Fund. 
T h e  President has w ritten and thanked all concerned 
for the very generous and thoughtfu l donations that 
have been m ade to Regim ental Funds.

‘N E W S L E T T E R ’
T h e  Executive C om m ittee at their m eeting on 

M arch  13, 1978, agreed that it was desirable that the 
‘New'sletter’ be reduced to tw o issues a year. T h is  
w ould fall in line w ith  all the other regim ents at R H Q  
C anterbury. It was agreed that the next issue w ould 
be in June 1978 and in future be issued in A p ril and 
O ctober. T h e  cost w ould rem ain the sam e and w ould 
reduce a very heavy subsidy m ade to the ‘N ew sletter’ .
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L O O K I N G  B A C K W A R D S  A N D  F O R W A R D S

B y C o l  ( R e t ’ d )  J. N . S h i p s t e r ,  c b e ,  d s o

O ne o f the characters in B unyan’s ‘Pilgrim s 
P rogress’ was a ‘M ister Lo okin g Backw ards’— the 
name speaks for itself. T h is  short article does take a 
short look backwards but its em phasis is placed on the 
present and on the future.

It is now  w ell over a decade ago that the is t  Bn T h e  
M idd lesex R egt changed its cap badge for that o f T h e  
Q u een ’s R egt and becam e the 4th Bn T h e  Q ueen ’s 
Regt. I had the privilege o f com m anding the Battalion 
at that tim e (1.12 ,66) and have clear mem ories o f our 
last parade as ‘ D iehards’ on the parade ground of 
Palace Barracks at H olyw ood in  N orthern Ireland 
w here the actual ‘ Badge C hanging C erem on y’ took 
place. I read out messages o f goodw ill containing 
hopes for the future from  the C olonel o f  T h e  Q ueen ’s 
R egt (L t  G en  S ir  R ichard C raddock, k b e ,  c b ,  d s o )  

and also from  M aj G e n  C hris M an, c b ,  o b e ,  m c , our 
form er C olonel. It was a sad day but along w ith  m any 
other ‘Regim ents o f the L in e ’ w e accepted the change, 
did  not rue the past and looked forw ard to the future, 
conscious o f  ou r ow n heritage and the heritage of 
those other famous Regim ents w hith  w hom  w'e had 
becom e closely linked:
T h e  Q u een ’s Royal R egt— ‘.The M u tto n  L an cers’ . 
T h e  East S urrey R egt— ‘T h e  Y o u n g  B u ffs ’ .
T h e  Buffs— ‘T h e  B uffs ’ .
T h e  Q u een ’s O w n  R oyal W est K e n t R egt— ‘T h e

D irty  H alf H u n d red ’ and ‘ T h e  C elestials’ .
T h e  R oyal Sussex Regim ent— ‘T h e  O range L ilie s ’ .

A fte r  entertaining such high hopes for the future 
it was a grevious b low  w hen in 1969 further heavy 
cuts to the A rm y w ere announced by the G overnm ent 
and so after on ly  three years o f life the 4th Bn, along 
w ith  m any other fam ous ‘Regim ents o f  the L in e ’ 
disappeared from  the A rm y ’s O rder o f Battle. A t  the 
tim e o f  its disbandm ent the 4th Bn was the D em o n ­
stration Bn at the School o f  Infantry at W arm inster 
and com m anded b y  C ol N ick C arter. It had the 
highest reputation right up to its day o f  disbandm ent 
and it was particu larly encouraging to m e when very 
recently a senior serving officer said that it was the 
finest Battalion that th ey had had over a num ber of 
years at the School o f  Infantry. Officers and other 
ranks w ere w idely dispersed b ut the m ajority w ere 
posted to the is t  B n T h e  Q ueen ’s R egt on d uty in 
Berlin. T h is  Battalion was to be com m anded b y  L t 
C ol T o n y  Pielow , h im self an ex -‘ D ieh ard ’ (now 
B rig B. A . M . Pielow , D efence A ttache in Paris). T h e  
Battalion’s silver and chattels w ere distributed am ong 
the three surviving Battalions o f T h e  Q u een ’s Regt.

I am often asked: ‘W h at are things like today? 
D oes anyone rem em ber T h e  D ieh ard s? ’ T h e  sim ple 
answ er is that T h e  Q u een ’s R egt is today a going 
concern w hich has tru ly  absorbed the Regim ental 
traditions o f  her forebears. O u r pictures and silver 
are to be found w ith in  the M esses o f  all three 
Battalions and frequently take pride o f  place. O n ly  
last w eek I was lunching w ith  the 3rd Bn at D o ver and 
was delighted to see so m any o f  our w ell-know n 
pictures kept in  such excellent condition. O u r m ost 
fam ous painting ‘S teady T h e  D ru m s and F ifes ’ 
painted b y  L a d y  Butler, was, at the tim e o f  the 4th 
B n ’s disbandm ent, presented to the School o f 
Infantry on loan until such tim e as T h e  Q u een ’s 
R egt had a perm am ent hom e in  the U K . T h e  picture

has hung since that time in the ante-room  in the 
Com m andant’s M ess at the School o f  Infantry. N ow  
that T h e  Q ueen ’s R egt are assured o f having a per­
m anent hom e at H ow e Barracks in C anterbury, the 
School o f Infantry are returning the picture. Later 
this year it w ill be going to the 3rd Bn in D over and 
in early 1980 it w ill go to Canterbury when H ow e 
Barracks are re-occupied b y the is t  Bn on their return 
from  B A O R . M aj G en  R ow ley M ans, the C olonel o f 
T h e  Q u een ’s Regt, has said that the picture w ill re­
main in C anterbury, the home of T h e  Q ueen’s R e g t.^ ^

W hat actual im pact have the D iehards m ade OÎ P  
T h e  Q ueen ’s R egt? It is interesting to note that four 
ex-D iehards have com m anded Q ueen’s Battalions 
and hopefully there are m ore to come. A t the present 
tim e C ol H ugh Lohan is C om m anding T h e  D epot 
T h e  Q ueen ’s D iv ; two Battalion R S M s are ex- 
Diehards and m any o f our form er warrant officers and 
sergeants have been com m issioned. Early next year 
three o f the Battalion 2 lC s  w ill be ex-D iehards. T h is , 
o f course, is a passing phase and in a few  years t h e r ^ ^  
w ill be none left w ho have served w ith  their fo r m e ^ ^  
Regim ents. W hat then w ill remain to identify our 
form er R egim ent? I am certain that there w ill be 
m uch to rem ind the soldiers o f future years o f our 
history and traditions. T h e  Q ueen’s R egim ent 
Regim ental D a y is ‘A lbuhera D a y ’— this is truly 
significant.

O u r form er cap badge is incorporated in the cap 
badge o f T h e  Q u een ’s Regt. A ll officers now  wear 
the Eversleigh Star. O ur great unique custom  o f 
‘T h e  S ilent T o a st’ drunk on ‘A lbuhera D a y ’ to the 
im m ortal m em ory o f those w ho fell at the Battle o f 
A lbuhera, when the officers, warrant officers and 
sergeants o f the Battalion stood shoulder to shoulder 
in the W arrant Officers’ M ess is now  a custom 
adopted b y  all Battalions o f T h e  Q ueen’s Regt. Each 
Battalion has a replica o f the famous ‘A lbuhera 
L o vin g C u p ’ : the original cup being held by the is t  
Bn. T h is  year I was privileged to attend the cere­
m ony tw ice on A lbuhera D a y when I was invited to 
the W O s and Sergeants M ess o f the 3rd Bn at D o ver 
and then in the evening w'as invited b y the W O s and 
Sergeants o f the 5th T A  Bn in Canterbury. It was as 
m eaningful today as it was yesterday and on each 
occasion the Com m anding O fficer gave a b rief a n ^ ^  
stirring account o f the origins o f this p a r tic u la ^ ^  
unique custom  o f ou r Arm y.

W hat o f the future ? I am totally convinced that our 
traditions and custom s are both best m aintained and 
w ell m aintained in the present Q ueen’s Regt. 
R elatively soon none o f us w ill be left. I w ould ask 
the critics o f  the large R egim ent concept w here we 
w ould be placed today if  there was no depository for 
our traditions ?

T h e  Q u een ’s R egt emphasises the im portance of 
belonging to one Regim ental fam ily— past and 
present. I ask all D iehards to rem em ber that their 
successors are T h e  Q ueen ’s Regt. O nly recently the 
C olonel o f T h e  Q ueen ’s Regt, in order to e m p h a s is ^ ^  
‘ the one fam ily concept’ invited the Presidents o f a l ^ V  
T h e  Q u een ’s R egt form er Regim ental Associations 
(T h e  Q u een ’s Royal S urrey Regt, T h e  Q ueen ’s O w n 
Buffs, T h e  Royal K en t Regt, T h e  Royal Sussex Regt 
and T h e  M iddlesex Regt) to attend T h e  Q u een ’s 
R egt B i-annual C om m ittee M eeting; this w ill be the 
pattern for the future.
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W e are o f one fam ily. A n y  D iehard who does not 
recognise this is advocating extinction.

Editor’s N ote— C o l J. N . Shipster was form erly C O  
o f  both the is t  Bn T h e  M iddlesex R egt and the 4th 
Bn T h e  Q ueen ’s R egt. M ore recently he was D epu ty 
C olonel (M iddlesex) T h e  Q ueen ’s R egt and is 
currently R egim ental Secretary o f T h e  Q u een ’s 
Regt.

F R E E  N E W S L E T T E R S
T h e  E ditor wishes to thank the follow ing m em bers 

for their generosity in  paying extra subscriptions so 
that free copies o f the d i e h a r d s  n e w s l e t t e r  can be 
sent to deserving O ld  C om rades; M r A  Bailey, M rs 
Flora M . Bechet, M aj F . H. Blackburn, M r R. E. 
Bourne, M r A . J. Briggs, L t  C ol T .  W . Chattey, 
o b e ,  M r E. J. Collier, M r A . G . W . C ooper, M r C . J. 
C ox, M aj R. J. P. Cum m ins, m b e , M r H. W . D aniel, 

.M r A . A . G ardner, M r W . J. G ilyatt, m b e , M r C . H. 
Jboff, M r F. G oldstraw , L t  E. C . G raham , M r H. C . 
G riffiths, M r F. C . W . H am m ond, M r P. Hartnett, 
M r G . C . H iggins, M r M . R. H utchins, M r W . 
K night, m b e , M r T .  L ack, M r A . E. Lew in, M r W . E. 
L o ckyer, M r P. F. M aloney, M r J. M . M annering, 
M r F. H . N ash, m b e , M aj A . W . F. Peal, M r J. A . 
Poole, M r L . P rid dy, M r J. Ridler, C apt J. R. Riseley, 
M r S. F. S ib ley, M rs D . A . Sim s (N ellie Clark), M r
H. F. Stillw ell, M r A . E. T u th ill, M aj M . W ild, m b e, 

M r L . F. W oodm an, M r A . W raith  and M r C . G . T . 
Uwins.

C H R IS T M A S  C A R D S
A ll stocks o f R egim ental Christm as Cards have 

now  been sold. T h e  printers estim ate for further 
cards m ade them  very costly and as the sale o f 
Christm as cards had dropped considerably it was 
decided b y  the Executive C om m ittee that Regimental 
Christinas cards w ould be discontinued.

O F F IC E R S ’ C L U B  C O C K T A I L  P A R T Y
T h e  Officers’ C lu b  C ocktail Party was held this

• year at the C avalry and G uards C lu b , 127 Piccadilly, 
London W i ,  on Friday, M a y  12, 1978.

A  total o f 89 attended, including official and private 
guests.

O fficial guests present w ere:
M aj G en  S ir N igel and L a d y  T a p p  previous 

Lieutenant G overnor Royal H ospital C helsea, and 
whose ancestors served w ith  the 57tb R egt in the 
Peninsular W ar and in N ew  Zealand.

In accordance w ith  ou r usual custom , the nearest 
relations o f  form er officers w ere invited as guests and 
the follow ing w ere present: M rs W . P. M . A llen , 
w idow  o f  C ol W . P. M . A llen ; M rs G . A . H . Bower, 
w idow  o f  M aj G . A . H . Bow er, accom panied b y  her

#daughter; M rs M . A . C ondron w idow  o f M aj M . A. 
C on dron ; M rs R . G reen, w idow  o f C apt R. G reen; 
M rs S . F . H edgecoe, w idow  o f  C o l S . F. H edgecoe; 
M rs J. I. D . Pike, w idow  o f M aj J. I. D . Pike; M rs 
A . W . W ebster, daughter o f  L t  C ol D . B. W atson, 
accom panied by her husband; M rs M . P. W eedon, 
widow  o f  M aj M . P. W eedon, accom panied by her 
son; M r M artin  W eedon.

M em bers present were : L t  C ol and M rs T .  W . 
C hattey, President o f  the C lu b ; M aj and M rs F . J. 
Bennett w ith  tw o guests; M aj and M rs R. A . Bennett; 
M aj K . P. Baxter; M aj and M rs C . D . L . Brereton; 
L t  C ol and M rs R . M . C ain ; M aj and M rs R. A . J. 
Cheffins; L t  C o l and M rs C . N . C layden ; M aj and 
M rs H . E . C o u ch ; M aj and M rs W . G . A . C ru m ley; 
L t  and M rs J. P. A . D a y w ith four guests; M aj and 
M rs. P. D onovan; C o l and M rs W . D . E llis; C apt 
and M rs S . L . E nthoven; M aj and M rs H . J. Evans; 
M aj and M rs C . H . K . F isher; C ap t and M rs J. S . C . 
Flavell; M aj and M rs W . H . G rogan ; M aj and M rs
C . L . L aw ren ce; M aj A . F . L o ckw ood ; M aj and M rs
I. M . E . L lo yd ; L t  C o l and M rs H . M .d u V .  Lo h an ; 
M aj and M rs A . E. M cM an u s; C apt and M rs T .  I. 
M cM illa n ; M aj and M rs M . B. M on tgom ery; C ol
H . J. A . M oo re; C ol and M rs D . C . L . N olda; 
L t  C ol J. C . du Parc Braham ; M aj and M rs A . E. 
Peasley; L t  C ol and M rs J. S . B. Pollard; C ap t J. 
Spencer R ichards; M aj and M rs R. W . J. Sm ith; 
C ol and M rs M . H . Sum m ers; M aj and M rs A . E. F. 
W aldron; C ol and M rs A . R. W aller; M aj M . W ild ; 
M aj and M rs D . M . H . Y o u n g, w ith  tw o guests.

W. J. DARDRY
FLORIST

for

Flowers, Plants etc.

Telephone 346 5680 

10 H O L D E R S H ILL  PA R A D E  

M IL L  H IL L  • NW 7 1L Y

Opposite Hendon Cemetery &  Crem atorium
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9th B A T T A L IO N  O F F IC E R S ’ T R IE N N IA L  
R E U N IO N  D IN N E R

T h e  T rien nial D inner d u ly  took place on M arch 
15. *978, at the A rm y  and N a v y  C lu b , S W i,  and it 
was thou ght that those w ho w ere unable to attend 
w ou ld  be interested to have som e news as to w ho was 
present and w hat happened.

T h e  D inner was duly •attended b y  31 officers and 
four guests. L t  C ol G . L . Fox was in the C h air and 
the guests w ere M aj G en  S ir John W illo ughb y, k b e , 

c b , L t C o l T .  W . C hattey, o b e , M aj R. W . J. Sm ith, 
m b e , and M aj A . E. F . W aldron, m b e . T h e  officers 
attending w ere:

D . Bond, P. J. C u n d y, J. T .  D ear, C . W . D onald­
son, D . E . D ow len, J. F. P. D oyle, J. R . D oyle,
A . G . B. D rabb le, H . W . W . G ray , H . H . G rey,
H . G . H ansen, H . G . H ardcastle, L . G . H olgate, R. 
H ughes, A . M . H . Jones, J. T .  K em p , K . A . L ee- 
Em erv, W . M acG rego r, F . J. M illard , N . T .  N eal, 
L . F . E . N ich ols, G . Reeseon, L . F. Shaw , J. K . E. 
S lack, P. C . Sneath, J. R. T alb o t, D . C . Tom lins,
F . H . T y le r , N . B . W allis, R . W heatley.

Short inform al speeches w ere m ade b y  C ol Fox, 
M aj G en  S ir  John W illb ou gh b y and the D inner 
Secretary, L t  C ol D . E. D ow len, w hen it was sug­
gested that the next D inner w hould take place rather 
sooner than the usual three years, and an interval of 
tw o years was suggested.

T h e  evening was enjoyed b y  one and all and exactly 
the same num bers attended as w ere present at the 
last D inner.

T H E  Q U E E N ’S  R E G IM E N T

C hanges in H ierarchy and the S ta ff at R H Q .
O n January 1, 1978, a num ber o f  im portant changes 

in the hierarchy took place: M aj G en  Fergus L in g  
handed over the C olo n elcy  to M aj G en  R ow ley 
M ans ; B rig  R o y  Colem an was appointed sole D e p u ty  
C olonel and the individual appointm ents o f  D epu ty  
C olonel— Surrey, K en t, Sussex and M iddlesex—  
w ere w ithdraw n from  establishm ent.

In order that the interests o f  ou r O ld  Com rades 
A ssociations w ill continue to be properly represented, 
the Presidents (or Chairm en) o f  all ou r affiliated 
O C A s  have been invited to becom e ex-officio m em ­
bers o f  the R egim ental C om m ittee and they attended 
their first bi-annual m eeting as such, in London, on 
M a y  9, 1978.

T h e  beginning o f  1978 also m arked a significant 
change in  the establishm ent o f  Regim ental H ead ­
quarters when all ou r form er C o u n ty  O ffices were 
closed and the Secretaries from  ou r Surrey, K e n t and 
M id d lesex  offices m oved to the C entral R H Q  at 
H ow e Barracks, C anterb ury, headed b y  a new  R egi­
m ental Secretary, C o l John Shipster, w ho retired at 
the end o f  1976. (M aj G u y  W eym outh  remains on 
establishm ent as A ssistant Regim ental Secretary.) 
It is the aim  o f  the new  enlarged R H Q  to try  and 
increase the cohesion o f  the w hole ‘Regim ental 
F am ily ’— ie, both past and present.

M em b ers o f  the n ew ly-constituted Secretariat 
(w ith M r K en n ard  as C h ie f C lerk) are all housed in 
the H Q  block ju s t inside the m ain entrance to the 
barracks.

W hilst all RO s are now  handling staff work 
directly related to the administration o f T h e  Q ueen ’s 
Regt, M ajs John Reed (Surrey), G eorge Faulkner 
(K ent) and Frank W aldron (M iddlesex) continue to 
look after the interests o f  the form er Regim ents for 
w hich they were previously responsible.

Royal Sussex Regim ental affairs are handled by 
L t  C ol G erry  H ollist from  an office in Chichester, 
except for R  Sussex Benevolent case-work w hich is 
adm inistered b y  M aj M cC arth y at Canterbury.

T h e  R e g u la r  B a tta lio n s
T h e  is t  Bn (L t C ol John H olman) is still based at 

W erl, B A O R , but w ill probably m ove to U K  next 
year. T h e y  w on the B A O R  Open Boxing C ham pion­
ships in N ovem ber last and then defeated 1 Para at 
A ldershot to becom e A rm y Cham pions a m onth later. 
T h e  2nd B n (L t  C ol Crispin Cham pion) has been in 
G ibraltar since last A u gu st on a tw o-year accom ­
panied tour w hich means that they too should beg 
returning to U K  in 1979. Since the project to reopen" 
H ow e Barracks as a battalion station is still on end, 
and, since works services for this purpose are due for 
com pletion late that year, w e are hoping that either 
the 1 st Bn or 2nd Bn w ill be the first occupants, thus 
m aking C anterb ury a true ‘H om e’ for the Regim ent, 
both past and present.

T h e  3rd (L t C ol Stuart Anderson) is ou r first major 
unit to be stationed within the Regimental boundary 
since form ation in 1966. N o w  at C onnaught Barracks, 
D over, the Regim ent w ill, at long last, be able to 
identify  itself w ith  the civilian population in its own 
area. Before arriving at D over (from  C atterick) the 
Battalion was fu lly  engaged in fire-fighting in the 
M erseyside area and, ju st before that, keeping the 
peace in Belize.

T h e  5th  a n d  6th/7th (V o lu n te e r) B a tta lio n s
Both ou r T A V R  Battalions (L t Cols Paul C ourtenay 

and Foster H erd) are flourishing. Recruiting is so 
good in fact, that quality remains the hallm ark in 
selection. (T hese days you  have to be good if  you 
w ant to be a Volunteer in T h e  Q ueen’s.) H Q s are in 
S tu rry  Road, C anterb ury (5 Queens) and in  D enne 
Road, H orsham  (6/7 Queens). T h is  year the 5th w illJ 
be cam ping in B A O R  (Sept) and 6th/7th at Stanford 
(June).

R e c r u it in g
A s  readers know, the S outh East has always been a 

com paratively difficult area in w hich to recruit 
soldiers; nevertheless, the Regim ent’s R ecruiting 
T ea m  (T h e  R IT ), based at M aidstone, works 
strenuously throughout the year to steer suitable 
young m en our w ay. H opefully, recruiting m ay be 
boosted b y  a future announcem ent o f im proved pay 
and conditions.

O fficer recruiting, how ever, is encouraging and we 
are beginning to reap the rewards o f  an intensive ( 
effort in this field.

T h e  Regim ent em ploys a serving officer at R H Q  
whose sole jo b  is recruiting b ut w e w ould like to 
rem ind all readers, that both past and present 
m em bers o f  ou r Regim ent continue to play a m ajor 
role in actively helping ou r recruiting effort.

T H E  M ID D L E S E X  R E G IM E N T  G O L F IN G  
S O C IE T Y  S P R IN G  M E E T IN G

A  very successful and enjoyable m eeting was held 
at the N orth  H ants G o lf  C lu b  on M ay 3. A  total of 
21 m em bers took part.

T h e  detailed results (each decided over 18 holes) 
w ere as fo llo w s:

M e d a l  C o m p e titio n — S c r a tc h  a n d  H a n d ic a p
Scratch Handicap N ett

M r  G . A . T a y l o r   84 13 71
(W inner Scratch  and T ransvaal C up)

C p l R. Abraham s . . . .  94 18 76
|  (W inner H andicap and D arjeeling C up)
" L t  C o l T .  W . C hattey . . . .  91 12 79

(R unner-up Scratch)
M r  M . W e s t . .  95 18 77

(R unner-up H andicap)
M r  A . G . T o rr is  93 14 79
L t  C o l C . N . C layd en  103 22 81
C ap t R . J. T arran t . . 104 22 82
L t  C ol J. R . B . W orton  99 16 83
M r  S . Rogers . . 107 24 83
M r D . M iles 93 8 85
M r T .  F . Jones 92 7 85
M r C . B. M atthew s 101 16 85
M aj A . R . Bisset 101 15 86

fcM r J. J. Rogers 
B r i g  G . L erw ill 
^ M r  N . A . T ay lo r 

M r  A . J. Reide 
M r  C . H oldford 
M aj H . E . C ou ch  
M aj W . G . A . C rum ley

N R
N R
N R
N R
N R

24
N R
N R
N R
N R
N R

S ta b le fo r d  F o u rso m e s
Points

M r  A . G . T o rr ie  and M r G . A . T a y lo r  . . 33
(W inners C oo per C up)

M r N . A . T a y lo r  and C p l R . Abraham s . . 30
(R unners-up)

M r T .  F . Jones and M r C . D . M atthew s 26
M r  C . H oldford  and M r  D . M iles 25
M aj H . E . C ou ch  and C ap t R . J. T arran t 24
L t C o l T .  W . C hattey and M r  A . J. R eide 24
M r  J. J. Rogers and M r  S . Rogers 20
L t C ol C . N . C layd en  and B rig  G . Lerw ill 18
M aj A . R. B isset and M r  M . W est . . . .  16
M aj W . G . A . C ru m ley and M r  E . Johnson . . 16

B efore asking M rs Jean C layden  to present the 
prizes, L t  C ol T o m  C hattey thanked all those present 
for supporting the m eeting and especially those who 
had travelled long distances. H e rem inded m em bers 
that M aj D avid  Pike, w ho was a very keen m em ber 
and regular participant over the years had died 
suddenly ju st after the autum n m eeting. H e asked 
m em bers to observe a short silence in his m em ory. 
B rig G reen  sent his best wishes to everyone and 
hoped that a good d a y ’s g o lf w ould be had by all. His 

^ vish es w ere answered b y  the w eather w ith  a beautiful 
™ u n n y day after days o f  rain. Regrets w ere received 

from  C ol B urrow s, C ap t Ingham , M r M ichael 
W alden, M r Bert C h illery  and M r H . W . Kent.

H O R N S E Y  A N D  E N F IE L D  B R A N C H
T h e  H ornsey and Enfield Branch have com e back 

to life  and are m eeting on the first F riday of each 
m onth at the D rill H all, H ornsey. M r Blanco W hite 
has taken over the running o f  the A nnual D inner. A  
secretary is required to run the branch and if  you  are 
w illing  to have a go please tell m e and I w ill inform  
the Branch Chairm an, L t  C ol D . E. Sim pson, t d .

w Q U E E N ’S R E G IM E N T  O F F IC E R S ’ C L U B
T h e  Q u een ’s Regim ent O fficers’ C lu b  Cocktail 

Party is being held on Friday, Septem ber 29, 1978, 
at the C avalry  and G uards C lu b , 127 Piccadilly, 
L o n don , W i  and N O T  on O ctober 27, 1978, as 
previously announced.

‘B ’ C O M P A N Y  6/7th (V) B N  T H E  Q U E E N ’ S 
R E G IM E N T

M aj R oger Low ans, t d , joined ‘D ’ C o y , 5 Q u een ’s 
as a L ieutenant in 1969.

O n the am algam ation o f 6/7 Q ueen ’s in 1975, ‘D ’ 
C o y  becam e part o f ‘ B ’ C o y  (M iddlesex) 6/7 Q u een ’s 
and M aj Low ans took on the task o f  C om pany 2IC .

In A p ril 1976 he becam e O C  ‘ B ’ C oy and took the 
C om pan y to cam p at O tterburn  w here he became 
protector o f  the ‘Y e llo w  B ird ’ one o f  the C om pany 
m arching songs, being presented w ith  his badge of 
office, a yellow  bird w alking stick w hich  he carried on 
all parades thereafter. H e built the C om pany strength 
up to nearly 150 all ranks who w ere a credit to the 
traditions o f  the M iddlesex R egt to w hom  they are 
the successors.

D u e to a prom otion and posting to Jersey in his 
civilian jo b  he had to relinquish his position as O C  
on M arch  31, 1978. T h e  occasion was m arked b y  a 
farew ell parade and B uffet D ance at Edgw are when 
he received various m em entoes including a silver 
candelabra and a scroll to com m em orate his tour o f  
duty.

H e was a great cham pion o f  the M idd lesex R egt 
b ringing their old traditions to the fore at all times.

H is successor is M aj M . C . M ercer w ho is a Royal 
Anglian. F. W e b b

P e t e r  M c R a e
& C O M P A N Y  L IM IT E D  

Life Assurance Consultants 

Insurance an d  M ortgage Brokers

14-16 West Street, East Grinstead, 
Sussex

Telephone: East Grinstead 25977

Did you know  that besides protecting 

your family, life assurance can assist in 

other fields, such as education, house 

purchase, pension, and estate du ty?  W e 

specialise in the needs o f service person­

nel and w ou ld  be pleased to advise.

W e make no charges

W e also have departm ents specialising  

in other form s o f general insurances  

w hich  are at your service
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P E R S O N A L  J O T T IN G S
Ex-P te M ichael A shton  (23965389) has recently 

join ed  the R egim ental Association. H e served w ith 
the is t  Bn and the 4th B n durin g period 1962-68.

E x-P te  T im o th y  Barrett (6210551) w ho served 
w ith  the 1 st Bn in H on g K o n g  and was a P o W  is very 
ill in hospital. H e spent the whole o f  his P oW  days in 
Sham shuipo, H o n g  K ong. W e w ish him  a speedy
recovery.

I have ju st been inform ed that M r  K . A . Bridge 
(6202378) w ho enlisted as a B oy in 1935 and was 
taken P o W  w hilst serving w ith  the 1st Bn in H ong 
K o n g  is in hospital. H e is not a m em ber o f  the 
Association but I am asking him  to join . H e lives in 
Sidcup, K ent.

A n oth er D iehard to jo in  the Regim ental A ssocia­
tion is ex -S gt R. L . D ean (6208002). S gt D ean joined 
the i/8th B n T A  on M a y  18, 1939, and was m obilised 
for regular service on A u g u st 24, 1939- H e was 
Platoon S gt o f  13 Platoon, ‘D ’ C o y  1 /8th Bn and was 
taken P oW  on M a y  29, 1940, and was a P oW  in 
G erm any until O ctob er 24, 1943- H e was discharged 
from  the service on July 14, 1944, having had his left 
leg am putated. H e was M entioned  in D ispatches. H e 
now  resides at Staines, M idd x.

A  new ly jo in ed  m em ber o f  the R egim ental A ssocia­
tion is ex-P te  F. J. D ickinson (6216927). H e enlisted 
on M a y  14, 1942, and join ed  the 70th B n until d is­
bandm ent in 1943. H e then join ed  the resuscitated 1st 
B n  fo r the period 1943-44 until being posted to the 
2nd B n . H e is in possession o f  the follow ing m edals: 
1939-45 Star, France/G erm any Star, D efence M edal, 
G S M  (Palestine). M etropolitan L o n g  Service and 
G o o d  C o n d u ct M edal.

A  recently joined m em ber o f  the Regim ental 
Association is M r D avid  Edwards (23896053). H e 
enlisted on D ecem ber 28, 1961, and served w ith the 
Junior Soldiers w ing. H e served w ith  the 1st Bn in 
G ibraltar and w ith  4 Q ueens in British G uyana. H e 
left the A rm y in July 1970 and now  resides in 
Gloucestershire.

M aj P. G . V . Bellers retired on retired pay on 
M arch  29, 1978.

M aj J. C . Binns, w ho was com m issioned to the 
1/7th Bn in O ctob er 1938 and served w ith  ‘B ’ C oy 
has joined the R egim ental Association and the 
Officers C lu b . H e served w ith the 3rd K in g 's  A frican  
Rifles, D ecem ber 1940 to D ecem ber 1942, East 
A frican  A rm oured  R egt January 1943 to M arch  1944, 
attached French A rm y  M arch  1944 to D ecem ber 
1944 and i/7th  B n February 1945 to D ecem ber 1945. 
H e now  lives at A sh  near C anterbury, K ent.

M aj D avid  Falcke has been appointed to com m and 
A lbuhera C om pany Junior Infantry W ing, Shorn- 
cliffe.

M aj B. K . Finch retired on retired pay on A p ril 9 >^^f 
1 9 7 8 . ______________________

Recently had a letter from ex-Pte A . A . G ardner 
(6550608) known as Lim ey. H e originally enlisted in 
the Royal Fusiliers (T A ) hence the A rm y num ber. 
A ctu ally  his num ber w ould have been about 6200190.
H e cam e hom e from  the 1st Bn in H ong K o n g  in 
1938 and was transferred to the Reserve. H e was 
called up for service in 1939, was wounded in the arm ^ ^  
and is in  receipt o f a 50 per cent disability pen sion ^ ®  
T ells  m e he was a regular custom er o f S gt L ittle  the 
then Provost Sergeant.

C ap t John G errard, o b e , m c , w ho served w ith  the 
resuscitated 1st B n and is a M etropolitan Police deputy 
assistant has been prom oted to assistant com m issioner 
with  effect from  January 1, 1978. H e w ill head 
Scotland Y a rd ’s personnel and training departm ent.

T h e  engagem ent has been announced betw een M r 
G eorge Brock eldest son o f  Professor and M rs 
M ichael Brock o f  E xeter and K atharine daughter of 
M r and M rs R oland Stew art Sandem an o f  Som erset.

E x -S g t E . J. Constant has recently left the A rm y 
and has successfully  com pleted a pre-release course 
w ith  the N ational Exam ination Board in Supervisory 
Studies (Industrial S ecurity). H e is m oving shortly 
and I am aw aiting his change o f  address.

M aj G eorge G orin g  retires on retired pay on 
February 1, 1978.

EX-W O2 W . J. G o u ld  (6210209) has joined the 
Regim ental Association. H e served w ith  the 2/8th Bn 
until it was reconstituted the 1st Bn on M ay 28, 
1942, and then w ith the 1st Bn until dem obilisation 
in  January 1946. H e now lives at 17 H uxley Place, 
Palm ers G reen, London N 3 , and w ill be pleased to 
hear from  his contemporaries.

R ecently had a letter from  ex-Pte C y ril C ox  
(6200934). A lw ays rem em ber him  b eing shot in the 
behind w hilst on a visit to M acao.

A  recent correspondent was L t  C ol R. T .  D . H icks, 
t d , w ho is A ctin g  Secretary o f the Royal C inqu e Ports 
G o lf  C lu b  at D eal, a job  that he retired from  some 
tim e ago. H e is helping out pending the appointm ent 
o f  a perm anent incum bent. 3 Queens stationed at 
D o ver have joined the C lu b  and he has m et M a j|^ ^  
A n d rew  C ow in g  and G yb b en  M oneypenny. L t  C o ^ ^  
H icks w ill be rem em bered for his service w ith  the 
7th and 1 /7th Bn 19 37-41. H e also was attached to 
the R A S C  from  19 41-56 and was Paym aster to the 
1st B n from  1956-1961.

M r John M annering and M r  M onty W raith  both 
sent m e the newspaper cutting about M r Jim 
H um phries who served w ith  our 1st B n in  the 
19 14 -18  W ar. Jim w ho is 87 and was invalided out in 
1917 has ju st received £925 from  the pension 
authorities for the w ounds he received in the F irst 
W orld W ar. T h e  W ar Pensions office said afterwards 
‘M edical exam ination showed that the extent o f his 
disability was less than 20 per cent, w hich means th a t^ fe ’ 
he does not qualify for a pension. B u t he was en titled ^ ^  
to a W ar disablem ent gratuity'.

D espite his long wait, Jim ’s philosophical about it,
‘ I t’s a bad jo k e ’ , he said, ‘b ut I am not bitter—  
although I could have done w ith  the m oney years 
ago’ .
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E ven so, Jim  has no intention o f letting the m atter 
rest. H e explains: I ’ve been advised that I shouldn ’t 
be satisfied w ith  w hat I ’ve peen paid. T h e re ’s still the 
m atter o f a regular pension. ‘So I ’m  going to keep on 
fighting.’

A  recently joined m em ber o f the Regim ental 
Association is ex -C p l A . R. Jenkins (408668). H e 
enlisted into the C avalry o f the L in e on A u gu st 29, 
1935, and served w ith  them  until transferring to the 
M iddlesex R egt on M arch  12, 1936, and was posted

•to the 2nd Bn. O n  Septem ber 1, 1938, he was posted 
to the 1st Bn stationed in H ong K o n g  and on 
D ecem ber 25, 1941, was taken PoW . H e spent most 
o f his P oW  days in Japan. H e returned to U K  in 
1945 and was discharged on M ay 21, 1946. H e now 
resides at C raw ley, Sussex.

M r L en  Johnson has been back in Edgware hospital 
recently and w e w ish him  a speedy recovery.

E x-S g t B ert K en t, 9th Bn, is C hairm an o f the 
^ K e l s e y  R oyal British Legion  Branch.

Just had a v ery  nice letter from  M r Bert L ee who 
lives in France and w ho served w ith  ou r 25th B n in 
the 19 14 -18  W ar. Bert retired som e years ago from 
the W ar G raves Com m ission.

C ol L . G . Lohan was Inspecting Officer at a 
Recruits Passing O u t Parade on M ay 3, 1978, held 
at D epo t T h e  Q ueen ’s D iv.

H is son L t  C o l H ugh Lohan, is the present C om ­
m anding Officer.

A ll m em bers o f the R egim ental Association wish 
L t  C ol and M rs Sam  M oore a speedy recovery from 
their recent illnesses.

A  thank you to M rs Phyllis Brooks who once again 
assisted at the A nnual Reunion b y  collecting the 
m oney on the door. H er dedicated service to the 
Regim ental Association is m uch appreciated.

A  recent correspondent was ex-D ru m m er R. W . 
Sissons (6204405) w ho served w ith  the 2nd Bn prior 
to 1939 and also saw service w ith  the 2/7th Bn in 

^ fe lo r th  A frica  and the cam paign in Italy. W hilst in 
^ P a le s t in e  he had an accident w ith  a m otor cycle which 

caused him  to be invalided out o f the service.

M aj W . F . (Bill) T u rn e r  has joined the Regim ental 
A ssociation and Officers C lu b . Bill was com m ission­
ed in Regim ent in N ovem ber 1944 G old  Coast 
R egt 1944-46 and w ill be rem em bered as the P S O  
at the D epo t 1947-48. H e was also at the D epo t in 
1951 and after that served 19 51-55 w ith  the G old  
C oast R egt and from  1955-56 w ith  the 1st Bn. H is son 
e x -S g t W . J. E. (John) T u rn e r  is w ell known to m em ­
bers o f  the Regim ent.

M aj Sam  W eller has recently had a spell in hospital 
fciut is now  hom e again. W e w ish him  a speedy and 
com plete recovery.

M I L L  H I L L  B R A N C H  
A lb u h e r a  D a y , 1978

T h e  one-hundred and sixty-seventh anniversary of 
the Battle o f  A lbuhera, was held at Inglis Barracks,

M ill H ill, the Regim ent’s last D epot when a w reath o f 
red and yellow  flowers was placed on our Regim ental 
M em orial. O n a crested card was the legend, ‘T o  the 
illustrious m em ory o f  the original D ie-H ards who 
fought at A lbuhera, M a y  16, 18 11, when honour was 
won and a tradition born’ . It was m y privilege and 
honour to lay the w reath on behalf o f all D ie-H ards, 
supported b y  a num ber o f  m em bers o f ou r branch 
and m em bers o f the H om e Postal and C ourier C o m ­
m unications, Royal Engineers, w ho now  occu p y the 
barracks as their Depot.

O u r party consisted o f Peter Adam s, Bob and M rs 
A m bler, Bill Barnes, G in ger Batson, M rs M ary 
Jackson (nee O ldham ), whose father sounded the Last 
Post when the m em orial was unveiled in the presence 
o f ou r C olonel-in-C hief, H R H  T h e  Prince o f W ales, 
Saturday, N ovem ber 4, 1922, M rs Ethel M arkham , 
Les Plum b our Secretary and M ajor C . E. E. Scott, 
plus o f course, D o lly , w ho is always at m y side. 
Supporting ou r sm all regim ental party w ere B rig  
J. W . Bridge, the D irector o f  H om e Postal and 
C ourier C om m unications, C ol A . V . Burge, m b e , 
b e m , the Com m andant, and M aj R. Jackson, R E , the 
O fficer Com m anding T A V R . A lso on parade was L t
D . Sum m ers, R N . It was apt to have a m em ber o f  the 
Royal N a vy  on parade, as ou r first officer or soldier 
to be killed in action was Ensign W illiam  T ow n shen d, 
w ho was killed at A lgeciras w hilst m em bers o f  the 
Regim ent w ere serving as M arines in the M ed iter­
ranean w ith A dm iral B yn g ’s fleet in 1756.

T o  the stirring strains o f the R egim ental C all and 
the Regim ental Q uick-S tep , w e stood to attention 
and paid com plim ents to the warriors w ho p u t our 
nam e into the English language, the only Regim ent 
in  the w orld  w ith such a claim . I was then able to  pass 
on a message to all assem bled, from  L t  G en  S ir  
Brian H orrocks, that he had given m e over the tele­
phone an hou r before. A lth o u gh  w e w ere sparse in 
num bers, that was no criterion as I explained. A t  
A lbuhera ou r num bers w ere sm all but those w ho 
w ere there w ere good. A lso, on both occasions, m any 
m ore w ou ld  have been present had circum stances 
perm itted.

It was a gauge o f the com radeship betw een the 
Sappers and ourselves that the story o f  A lb u h era was 
published in their D epo t O rders and that ou r 
R egim ental F lag  was flying proudly from  the flagpole 
on the square for all to see w ho cam e into the barracks 
that day.

A fter the cerem ony, the D ie-H ards w ho w ere 
present m ade their w ay to the D rill H all at Edgw are, 
w here in our clu b  room  w ere already gathered a 
num ber o f  com rades and where an im pressive table 
o f light snacks had been prepared b y  M r and M rs Jim 
T o rb ett, the expenses being m et b y  ou r R egim ental 
Association. H ere I passed on once m ore, the 
message from  G en  H orrocks, and to the strains o f  our 
R egim ental M arch, toasted ‘T h e  Jolly  D ie-H ard s’ .

L t  G en  S ir  W illiam  Inglis, in  the quiet o f  C an ter­
b u ry C athedral, can rest in his tom b confident that 
his successors rem em ber him  in Inglis Barracks, as 
can D ru m m er H enry H ollow ay, the last survivor o f 
those w ho held the R idge, w ho now  rests in D ym - 
church, not far from  his illustrious com m ander.

R .W .J .S .

9th  B A T T A L I O N  M ID D L E S E X  R E G IM E N T
T h e  Reunion D inner o f  our Branch was held  on
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A pril 8, 1978, at the Q uality  Inn, 191 Victoria Street 
S W 1 and it w as deem ed a very good function and 
enjoyed b y  those attending.

F ifty-five  sat dow n to  dine at an occasion w hich has 
carried on since the ending o f  the F irst W o rld  W ar, 
except during the years o f  the last w ar and still we 
shall be carrying on next year.

T h is  tim e not so m any o f  our officers attended, 
w hich  w as not to be expected, as they had held their 
T rien nial dinner a few  weeks previously.

T h e  follow ing officers w ere present: C ol H . W . W . 
G ra y , L t  C ol G . L . Fox and J. R. D o yle  ar\d M aj 
R eg Elson. Perhaps next year w e shall have a larger 
response.

A  few  speeches w ere made, L t  C ol G . L . Fox 
dw elt on the subject o f  the funds o f  the Association 
and how  those funds w ere prim ary for the benefit 
o f  the ex-m em bers o f the M idd lesex R egt who 
needed help, such as the sick, not necessarily through 
w ar w ounds, b ut those suffering from  illnesses by 
various occupations, etc. Inform ation o f such m em ­
bers w ould be gratefully accepted by the Secretary 
o f the Association, M aj A . E . F . W aldron.

T h e  Chairm an o f  T h e  Association, L t  C ol T .  W . 
C hattey responded to the T oasts o f  the Association 
b y  recalling the present happenings o f the A ssocia­
tion.

M aj R. W . J. Sm ith, the C urator, spoke o f  the 
M useum  at B ruce Castle and said that an attendant 
has been appointed, and the M useum  was open d u r­
ing the hours o f  10am to 4pm  on all w eek days except 
W ednesdays and on Saturdays between 10am and 
1 pm . C losed on Sundays.

T h e  Chairm an o f  the D inner, C ol H . W . W . G ray, 
read a copy o f  the telegram  w hich had been sent to 
the Q ueen and also the reply from  Buckingham  
Palace, thanking the m em bers for their loyal 
greetings.

O u r Funds, show n in detail on the Balance sheets 
distributed, and in the capable hands o f  M r T .  R. 
Bennett, are still solvent, thanks to the generous 
donations given b y  m any o f  ou r m em bers, som e o f 
w hom  w ere not present. O ne o f  these was L t  C ol 
S am m y M oore w ho had been seriously ill w ith  his 
w ife, prior to the dinner, now  happly both are con ­
valescent at their daughter’s house in Leicester.

T o m  Barton did not show  up on the 8th though he 
had sent his cheque for the dinner and a donation. 
W e hope he is O K .

Jack M eadow s o f  W raycott, Som erset, a regular 
diner at our previous Reunions, cou ld  not m anage it 
this year, because o f  their G old en  W ed din g A n n i­
versary. W e hope that they had a happy celebration 
and w e are all looking forw ard to m eeting Jack again 
next year.

T h e  A rm istice Celebrations on Sunday, N ovem ber 
12, w ill be the D iam ond Jubilee o f  the ending o f  the 
F irst W o rld  W a r and w e hope to see a full m uster 
o f  ou r Branch at M ill H ill, so please enter the date in 
you r diary. F u ll inform ation w ill be given  before that 
date.

W e reluctantly have to give the news o f  the deaths 
o f  tw o o f  ou r 19 14  m em bers, w ho saw service w ith 
the Battalion right through that w ar and w ere 
m em bers o f  the Association, Stanley T im m s, w ho m et 
with  a fatal accident and S id  H erbert, w'ho died ju st

recently. W illie  M cC leary, a friend o f M r S . R. 
W oolm er and a m em ber o f  429 Battery died at the 
beginning o f  the year in Glasgow'.

T h e  R ev T .  W . K ingston w ho was padre to 571 
L A A  R egt during the last war, has died at Am ahai, 
K u w ait, recently. A fter leaving the A rm y, he becam e 
Rector o f  M iddleton  C heney in the D iocese o f 
Peterborough till 1952. H e eventually becam e V icar 
o f the S t C u th b ert’s C hurch, W em bley, and whilst 
there, attended the Centenary Celebrations in 1959 
concluding w ith  the D inner and Ball on O ctober 27 
at the W em bley, now' Brent, T o w n  Hall. O u r C o m - ^  
m ittee m em ber, A rchie Brow n, lost his w ife ju st 
recently after a long illness. T h ose o f  you w ho know 
A rchie, m ust be aw'are o f  his great love o f  the 9th 
and his devotion to the Association. W e give A rchie 
our condolences and also to the relatives and friends 
o f the other m em bers w ho have died. O u r best 
wishes to all. R .T .M .

D E P O T  T H E  Q U E E N ’S D IV IS IO N  ^
T h anks to B rew er D rane I have made the follow ing 

contacts in the Royston Area. 6195762 S . D . Pinner 
lives w ith  his w ife at 90 Blinco G rove, C am bridge.

S id  enlisted into our 1st Bn on June 6, 1923. In 
1924 he transferred to the 2nd Bn and rem ained with 
them  until leaving the A rm y in 1935. H e re-enlisted 
in 1939 and served throughout the w ar in 30 L A A  
R egt R A , finally leaving the A rm y in 1945. S id  played 
the clarinet in the Band and represented the Battalion 
at hockey, playing at left half and w inning his 
Battalion Colours. A lthough Sid is now  74 years old 
he is very active and still represents Cam bridgeshire 
at bowls. H is w ife Edna, however, does not enjoy 
good health and over the past couple o f years has had 
eight operations on her eyes.

C apt G eorge Plum m er is another m usician, com ­
pleting his A rm y service in 1964 as D irector o f M usic 
to the U ganda A rm y. G eorge enlisted at Catterick 
into the 1st Bn on June 1, 1929. H e started o ff in the 
C orps o f D rum s and then transferred to the Band 
where he rem ained until 1947. H e was taken P O W  
in H ong K o n g  in 1941 and was in Osaka Cam p. A fter
a student Bandm aster’s course he was appointed_
Bandm aster o f the G loucesters until being com m is^Bp 
sioned in 1963. H e left Uganda and the A rm y in 1 9 6 ^ ^  
and then becam e Superintendent D irector o f  M usic 
o f  the G am bia Police Force finally shedding uniform  
in 1966. G eorge then m oved to East A nglia and 
resides at 36 Park A venue, H iston, C am bs. H e is now 
a visiting m usic teacher.

A  com paratively recent arrival in Royston is M aj 
Peter L id d ell. Peter did his National Service as a 
Second-L ieutenant in the W iltshire R egt after w hich 
he jo in ed  the 7th Bn at H ornsey, retiring as a Captain 
in 1954. A  colourful career followed and Peter saw 
service in the Colonial Police in U ganda from  1954- 
66 and then after a tw o year spell as a S ecurity O fficer 
in B om bay he joined the Sultan o f O m an’s Arm ec^^» 
Forces, retiring last year. H e lives at 17 H ollies C lo s e ^ ^  
R oyston, H erts.

I know  that those people I have m entioned would 
like to be in contact with their contem poraries.

Best wishes from  the D epo t to D iehards every­
where. C a p t  K e n  B e a l e
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2/10th B A T T A L IO N  (1914 -19 18 ) O C A

T h e  50th Reunion Luncheon o f  this unit was held 
at the V icto ry  Services C lu b  on Saturday, M a y  20, 
1978; this was a special occasion com m em orating the 
64th anniversary o f  the form ation o f  the Battalion at 
Stam ford Brook in Septem ber 1914. T h e  C hair was 
taken b y  M aj Bernard K . C attell (President o f  the 
O C A ) and som e 40 ex-m em bers o f  the Battalion, 
w ith  their guests attended, including L t  C ol T .  W .

#C hattey, o b e , President o f  the Regim ental Association 
who responded to the toast o f ‘T h e  Regim ent and the 
Regim ental Association’ and the R evd Patrick T u ft, 
m a  (V icar o f  C hisw ick  and H on Chaplain to the 
O C A ) w ho replied on b ehalf o f  ‘T h e  G uests and the 
“ Friend s”  o f  the 2 /io th ’ . A lso present were C ol 
A ym ar C layton, o b e , M aj A . E . F. W aldron, m b e , 

and M aj R. W . J. Sm ith, m b e .

T h is  was a m em orable occasion and one to which

we had long looked forw ard ; it was a particular jo y  
that ou r President, in spite o f  infirm ity, was able to 
be w ith  us on this anniversary.

T h e  activities o f  the O C A  are now  m ainly con ­
centrated on the m aintenance o f  the Battalion’s 
annual Rem em brance Service each N o vem b er at St 
N icholas’ C hurch, C hisw ick. D u e to the splendid 
support o f  the ‘ Friends o f  the 2 /io th ’ , especially 
from am ongst the church m em bers, som e 80/90 
attended the service in N ovem ber last, and the 
tendency is for the num bers to increase each year. 
A ll those having links w ith the Battalion and w ith  the 
O C A  are urged to join  the ‘Friend s’ , and to this end 
should contact the H on Secretary at ‘C levelan d ’ , Byes 
Lane, S idford, S idm outh, D evon.

A .D .S .

1  Parsons
Over a C entury-o ld  Partnersh ip  . . .
L ik e  th e  Services, we h av e  a  t ra d i t io n  to  u p h o ld , a t  th e  s am e  tim e  ta k in g  a d ­
v an tag e  o f  sc ien tific  p ro g ress  in  th is  ag e  o f  m e c h a n isa tio n , ye t m a in ta in in g , 
th ro u g h  a  special d e p a rtm e n t,  a  p e rso n a l a n d  h e lp fu l lin k  w ith  o u r  cu s to m e rs , 
w h o m  w e a re  ever w illing  t o  ad v ise  a n d  a ssis t in  th e  p ro d u c tio n  o f  th e ir  journals 

Newspaper H ouse, 8-16 G reat New Street, Lon­
don E C 4P  4E R . Telephone 01-3531030. W orks 

W e s t m i n s t e r  p r e s s  l t d  at Hastings.

and
Printing F- J parsons
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It is w ith  deep regret that w e have to announce the
follow ing have died:
A l l o t t — O n  February 20, 1978, M aj P. B. A llott, 

in his 98th year. A n  appreciation o f  the service of 
M aj P. B. A llott appears elsewhere in the News­
letter.

B rigadier D . B. R endell, c b e , m c , m b i m , ac­
com panied b y  his w ife attended the funeral on 
b ehalf o f the Regim ental Association.

A lso  attending w ere L a d y  W illo ughb y, w ife o f 
M aj G en  S ir  John W illo u gh b y and M aj G eorge 
D aw son.

A n s o n — O n  N ovem ber 24, 1977, L ilian  M ary , w ife 
o f  the late M aj H . R. P. Anson.

C r o w t h e r — O n M arch  4, 1 9 7 8 , C S M  Derek
C row ther (6148198) aged 55. Joined T h e  East 
S u rrey  R egt in 1941 and was later granted an 
em ergency com m ission in T h e  M idd lesex Regt. 
A fter the 1939-45 W ar, he re-enlisted in T h e  East 
S u rrey  R egt, and served in that Regim ent, T h e  
Q u een ’s R oyal S u rrey  R egt, and the H ong K o n g  
D efen ce Force from  1948 to 1966. T ak in g  local 
discharge in H ong K o n g, he joined T h e  Royal 
H ong K o n g  R egt (T h e  Volunteers) attaining the 
rank o f  C aptain. In the early 1970s due to ill health, 
he had to return to U K . F or several years he had 
been in  charge o f  the S t T h o m a s’s H ospital 
M edical School Sports Pavilion at Stoke 
d ’A bernon, Surrey, and it was here that he died. 
A  keen games player, he had represented his 
R egim ent at cricket and hockey.

D o n a l d s o n — O n A p ril 24, 1978, M aj Charles W . 
D onaldson, aged 74 years. C harlie D onaldson en­
listed on B oy service at M ill H ill, M arch  21, 19 19 , 
b eing allotted the R egim ental num ber 418985. 
Posted to the nucleus o f  the 2nd Bn, C orps o f 
D ru m s, he later w ent w ith  the draft to M eanee 
Barracks, C olchester, w hen the 2nd Bn cadre 
cam e hom e from  France and the Battalion gradually 
build  up to establishm ent. H e was already trained 
as a b ugler and needed very little further instruc­
tion on this instrum ent to reach the degree o f 
efficiency to allow  him  to take his place on the roll 
o f  duty buglers. H e was also being taught the rudi­
m ents o f side-drum m ing. O n the adoption o f  A rm y 
num bers the year follow ing, he was given the new 
num ber 6189777, w hich  he retained until being 
com m issioned

W ith  the 2nd Bn, he served in  E gypt, Singapore, 
India and the Sudan, returning hom e w hen the 
Battalion com pleted its tou r o f  foreign service in 
D ecem ber 1931, and placed on the H om e E stab­
lishm ent, garrisoned once m ore in  C olchester. 
T h is  tim e in H yderabad Barracks, the other side 
o f  the square to w here he had been in  A p ril, 1919. 
D u rin g  his service overseas he was a keen sports­
m an and shone as a clever and aggressive boxer.

Prom oted Sergeant in M ay , 1928, he was chosen 
to  attend a M T  C ourse once the in fantry began to 
m echanise and becam e the instructor on  the driving 
and m aintenance o f  the L o yd  carrier. In June

1935, he was prom oted to W arrant rank and ap­
pointed C S M  o f ‘A ’ C oy, 2nd Bn. Posted to the 
9th B n (T A ) in M arch  1936, he becam e C S M  of 
‘D ’ C o y , and is rem em bered with affection b y  a 
num ber o f  soldiers w hom  he trained in this B at­
talion until he was com m issioned January 8, 1 9 4 1 ^ »  

W hen 26 Support T ra in in g  Centre was form ed 
in 1942, he becam e com m ander o f the M T  C oy 
and retained this appointm ent when the unit 
becam e 26 M G  T rain in g Centre. T h is  unit ceasing 
to exist in 1946, he was then posted to the A rm y 
M T  School and served on the staff o f this establish­
m ent until retiring in 1949.

E d g e — O n N ovem ber 25, 1977» M r  Stanley V ictor 
E dge, d c m , aged 80 years. H e served w ith  th j^ ^  
i/7th Bn (1914-18).

G r i b b l e — O n M arch 8, 1978, M illie , w ife o f ex-S gt 
Frank G rib ble (6189121).

H e r e p a t h — In January- 1978, Jean Eileen, wife o f 
the late L t  C ol L . H. J. de la m H erepath.

J a c k s o n — D u rin g early part o f 1978 Enid, daughter 
o f  late L t  C ol Dam s.

S h o r t — O n January 20, 1978, C h ie f P etty Officer 
H arry Short, aged 79 years. H arry was an honorary 
m em ber o f  the Regim ental Association. H e was 
w ell known to pre-w ar m embers o f the 1st Bn in 
H on g K o n g  and was taken Prisoner o f  W ar in 
1941. H e spent m ost o f  his tim e in K o b e PoW  
C am p w ith m em bers o f the 1st Bn. H e had great 
respect and affection for the Regim ent.

U w i n s — O n  February 21, 1978, ex -S gt C . G . T . 
U w ins (4825), aged 79 years. D u rin g  the 19 14-18  
W ar he served w ith  the 13th (Service) Bn from 
M a y  1915 to June 1916, where he was declared 
m issing presum ed dead. H e was found later 
w ounded and recovered to serve w ith  the 23rd 
Service Bn in Italy and France. H e distinguished 
h im self m any tim es and was a first-class shot. H e 
later served for 30 years in the nursing profession.

A fter retirem ent in 1953 he continued to attencL 
every year the 13th Service Bn O C A  A n n u ^ B  
L uncheon, and wreath laying cerem ony at the 
24th D iv  M em orial. H e leaves a w idow  and one 
m arried son w ho tell me they w ill continue to 
attend these functions.

W e b b e r — O n Jane 2, 1978, Elsie V iolet, w ife o f 
C a p t C . G . W ebber.

W e r n l e y — O n  February 14, 1978, M r A rth ur
W ernley, aged 91 years H e was a m em ber o f  the 
E aling Branch and served in the 1 /8th Bn 19 14-18 .

W h i t e — O n January 25, 1978, M r A lb ert W hite, 
aged 79 years. A lb ert served w ith 14 Platoon, ‘D ’ 
C o y , 1 /8th Bn during the 19 14 -18  W ar. H e was 
for m any years and up to the tim e o f  his death, 
Secretary o f the E aling Branch and a m em ber 
the Regim ental Association E xecutive C o m m itte ^ B  
H e very rarely missed a m eeting. A lb ert w ill be 
sadly m issed, he worked very hard for his branch 
v isiting and looking after all his m em bers so 
carefully. H e also served for over 40 years in the 
nursing profession.

G r e e n — O n  June 10, 1978, B rig  A . E. G reen, d s o ,
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o b e , aged 69 years. Full obituary w ill appear in 
the next issue o f  the Newsletter.

P e a s l e y — O n  M ay 18, 1978, M aj A . E . Peasley, aged 
65 years. F ull obituary w ill appear in the next issue 
o f the Newsletter.

O U R  L A S T  V IC T O R IA N  S O L D IE R  
D E C E A S E  O F  M A J O R  P. B. A L L O T T

T h e  death o f  M ajor Percy Brian A llott, February

#20, 1978, two m onths short o f his 98th birthday, 
closes the roll o f  the officers and men o f  the R egim ent 
w ho soldiered in the reign o f  Q ueen Victoria.

Com m issioned into the 3rd (M ilitia) Bn, T h e  
N ortham ptonshire Regt, M ay 22, 1900, he was ap­
pointed D ivisional A djutan t to G eneral French, later 
the Earl o f  Y p res, w ith  the Field Force in South 
Africa. It was in that capacity he was put in charge of 
C om m andant C onroy, G en  Sm uts Com m ando, when 

^ ^ h e  was captured b y M ou nted  Infantry, the Officer IC  
^^Hme o f  the sections being M aj A llo tt’s younger 

brother, T e d , o f the Essex Regt, whose rank and file 
are ‘V olunteers’ , not ‘Privates’ . T h e  capture took 
place on the border o f  two generals’ com m and and it 
appeared that neither o f the generals wanted to deal 
w ith  the m atter, w hich m eant that L t  ‘C h u b b y ’ 
A llott, as he was know n to his soldiers, had to hold 
C on roy until further instructions w ere received. It 
was tantam ount to escorting an IR A  prisoner at the 
present time.

Fortunately, I have the relevant signals. T h e  first 
reads, ‘ From  C S O  G en Stephenson, to C om dt, 
V ictoria Road, M a y  22, 1902. Please note that Gen 
Stephenson w ill see the rebel C on roy this m orning 
and he w ill be despatched to D e  A ar b y a train leaving 
about noon. A n  officer and tw o m en w ill be required 
to go w ith  him  and after handing over to the C om d 
D e A ar they w ill return here’ . T h e  S S O  Victoria 
Road was L t  A llo tt w ho foresaw who w ould be the 
officer: to confirm  his forecast, the next message, o f 
the same date reads, ‘From  G S O  G en  Stephenson to 
L t  P. B. A llott, O ffr in ch o f C om dt C onroy. T h e  
rebel C on roy is to be taken in the guards van o f the 
train leaving about 11.30am  today and escorted to D e 
A ar where the C om dt D e A ar w ill m eet you and take 

B m i m  over from  you. Conroy is N O T  to be allowed to 
^ W iold  communication with anyone on any pretence 

whatever, also he should not be allowed to look out o f 
the w indow s during the jou rn ey in order to see the 
blockhouse line and other railway defences. Y o u  will 
take tw o m en as escort w ith  you, and after handing 
C on roy over to the C om d t D e  Aar, you  w ill return 
here w ith  the men. B. D unsterville, L t  C o l, cso , 
G en  Stephenson’ . T h is  order was cancelled, and L t 
A llott was told to hold C onroy until further instruc­
tions w hich he received after three days, the C o m ­
m andant at D e  A ar was not at all keen to have such a 
hot potato in his camp. T h e  last message, dated 
M a y  25, 1902, to L t  A llott, reads ‘Y o u  are to proceed 

^ ^ in  charge o f  C om dt C on roy to Richm ond Road b y  the 
■ B ra in  leaving V ictoria Road about 11.30am  this 

m orning. C on roy is not to be allowed to hold com ­
m unication with anyone on any pretence whatever. 
O n  arrival at Richm ond Road, C on roy should be 
handed over to C ol Bethune, w ho w ill be there w ith 
his colum n. I f  C ol B ethune has not got to Richm ond 
Road, then w ait there till he does arrive. T h e  C om ­

m andant Richm ond Road has been inform ed. 
C on roy’s horse and saddle w ill go in you r train. A fter 
handing C on roy over to C ol Bethune, return to 
V ictoria Road. B. D unsterville, L t  C ol C S O , G en 
Stephenson’ . T h e  last interesting docum ent is the 
follow ing ‘Received from  L t  P. B. A llott the rebel 
C on roy at Richm ond Road on M ay 25, 1902. W . S. 
Fraser, C ap t S. O . C ol Bethune’ .

W hen the Boer W ar ended, L t  A llo tt was released 
from  his duties as D ivisional A djutant— an appoint­
m ent w hich ceased to exist at the end o f the Boer W ar, 
rejoining his R egim ent at Stellingbosh, ready for 
em barkation. H ere he had taken his charger to sell it 
before com ing hom e, and was m ounted on it, when he 
saw his Colonel talking to som eone w ho recognised 
him  and cam e over and gave him  a hard grip w ith  his 
left hand on the left knee w hich m ade him  twinge 
and call out. T o  his surprise, it was C ol Bethune, 
and to his greater surprise his Colonel cam e up to him  
and said he w ould put him under arrest for disrespect 
to a Senior Officer. C ol B ethune saved the position 
and told his C olonel that he was v ery  pleased to see 
young A llott again, and explained their previous role. 
C ol B ethune had lost his right hand w hich  had been 
cut off, and his left hand was very strong. H ow ever, 
that did not stop the C O  telling the A djutant to put 
him  under punishm ent drill w ith  the subalterns who 
had broken into the Station Bar and smashed the 
crockery on arriving at Stellingbosh w hich he knew 
nothing about. T o  counterbalance the aw ard b y  his 
C olonel, a gratefu l country aw arded him  the Q u een ’s 
South A frica  M edal w ith  two clasps.

Som e years later C on roy was staying w ith friends 
in Southern Rhodesia, and m et Edw ard A llo tt whom , 
at first, he thought was PB , and greeted him  with 
great pleasure, speaking h ighly o f  his young escort 
during the episode w ritten above.

T ran sferrin g to the M iddlesex R egt, he was ap­
pointed to a regular com m ission as Second L ie u ­
tenant January 29, 1903, join ing the 4th Bn. A l­
though known b y some as ‘C h u b b y ’ he was q uickly 
adopted by his cockney soldiers due to a com bination 
o f  his initials and his sm all w iry figure, as ‘P lum bago’ , 
the troops declaring he was as thin as the lead in a 
pencil.

H is ability as a gym nast and sportsm an was m uch 
appreciated in the new ly form ed battalion, especially 
on the occasion in 1903 w hen the 4th Bn were 
stationed in ‘D ear D irty  D u b lin ’ . H e was at the time 
in ‘G ’ C o y , and the O rd erly  O fficer o f the day, and 
was shocked at the standard o f  the contestants doing 
the long jum p. L eaving the field, he changed from  
Sam  Brow ne and regim entals and then cam e back 
and set up a record ju m p  that stood for m any years. 
D u rin g  the passage o f  years, this story was exag­
gerated to the extent that you n g soldiers and tyro 
athletes w ere told o f  a you n g officer w alking on to the 
sportsfield, unhitching his sw ord and leaping over the 
sanded p it like an im pala.

Posted to the 1st Bn, then serving in India, he was 
gazetted L ieutenant, M arch  11 , 1905, and was 
present on parade in Secunderabad, India, w hen new 
C olours w ere presented to the Battalion b y  L o rd  
M in to, the V iceroy, on Sunday, M arch  29, 1908. 
N o t only was he on parade, he had the honour o f 
b eing C olo u r Ensign to the O ld  Regim ental C olour, 
a tattered rem nant, w hich  had been presented in
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1867, and had been carried throughout the Z u lu  war, 
th e last occasion in w hich  C olours w ere actually taken 
into action. T h e  O fficer Com m anding the escort to 
the C olours was L t  J. E. K now les, w ho was to becom e 
Plum bago's brother-in-law  four years later. T h is  
officer was killed in action at M ons, A u gu st 23, i 9 ! 4> 
w hilst 2 IC  o f  ‘A* C o y , 4th Bn, the first battle o f the 
19 14 -19 19  war. (C ap t K n o w le ’s son, w ho took H oly 
O rders, was killed at D unkirk w hen serving as Padre 
to the 2nd B n ; both father and son serving wath the 
Regim ent and being killed in the initial battles o f two 
W o rld  W ars.)

Practically the w hole o f  his service was spent as 
Signalling Officer, not only Regim ental b ut Brigade 
and D ivisional in Burm a and India. W hilst in India 
he had great pleasure in training the Regim ental 
S ignallers and gaining the highest standard o f signal­
ling, bracketed w ith  the A rgv le  and Sutherland 
H ighlanders.

A ppointed  A D C  to G en  K e ir  w hilst serving in 
India, he com piled a readable and easily under­
standable booklet, *A Sim ple System  o f Sem aphore 
S ignalling’ and received instructions from the general 
to have it printed and issued to  all U nits in the 
com m and. T h is  task was undertaken by the R egi­
m ental printers and com pleted in 1909, the pam phlet 
proving a boon to m en in the ranks.

O n  prom otion to C aptain, M a y  7, 1912, he was 
transferred from  the 1st B n  in India to the 2nd Bn, 
stationed at W arley  in E ssex, retiring in June 1913» 
due to illness caused after rheum atic fever and 
arthritis.

R eturning to active  soldiering A u gu st 4, 1914, he 
was seconded to the Signals at H om e, b eing m arked 
unfit for overseas service after m any m edical exam ­
inations. A ppo in ted  Southern C om m anding Signal­
ling O fficer and w hen C om m and Schools were 
broken up, he was appointed Senior Instructor o f 
A rm y  Signals School, D unstable. In 1916 he was 
attached to 15 C orps Signals at H eilly, France, for a 
short period after the Battle o f D elv ille  W ood. For 
his services, he w as prom oted Brevet M ajor in the 
N e w  Y e a r  H onours L ist, January 1, 1919- D u rin g 
this period o f his service he invented the miniature 
telephone exchange, the ‘7 Plus 3 ’ w hich was still in 
A rm y use at the beginning o f  the Second W o rld  W ar.

A t the time o f the coal strike, A p ril and M a y  1921, 
he wras appointed b y  the W ar Office, to be IC  o f all 
Signal C om m unications in the L ondon A rea at 
H orse G uards, W hitehall.

In 1925, at the age o f  45, M aj A llott finally retired 
from the A rm y but not from  activity. H e was M aster 
o f Foxhounds and a C ouncillor also Chairm an o f the 
H arbour C om m ittee at Lym ington, w hich had been 
a port since the 12th century. In addition to being a 
good soldier, he was also a good sailor, w inning many 
trophies w hilst racing w ith  the Royal Lym ington 
Y ach t C lub . Learning to skate w hilst in A ustria i n ^ k  
1935, his proficiency was such that he regularly gave “  
exhibitions on the Bournem outh rink.

H is abilities, and tim e taken up b y  physical activi­
ties did  not prevent him  from helping his fellow  men 
in all wTalks o f  life. T o  the elderly he gave his tim e as 
President o f  the Royal British Legion, Lym ington 
branch, donating the annual m em bership cup, 
w hilst to youth, he encouraged them  to becom e 
valuable citizens, being elected vice president 
eventually a life m em ber o f the Law rence Boys C lu b ^ ^

In addition to his brother-in-law  and nephew' 
m entioned above w’ho w ere killed in the initial 
actions o f  the two w orld wars, his regim ental fam ily 
extends to his son, M aj Richard A llott, whose in­
teresting accounts w'ith the Com m andos, and at one 
tim e w ith  Sterling, can be read in ‘ Filibusters’ , and to 
his son-in-law , C ol A ym ar C layton. H is grandson,
L t  Charles C layton  was serving w ith the 1st Bn wffien 
he so tragically lost his life wrhen the Battalion were 
garrisoning G ibraltar.

In the Second W orld  W ar, he was deputy con­
troller A R P  for Lym ington for w hich services he w as 
aw arded the D efence M edal, thus g iving him  awards 
to cover the wars o f three reigns v iz : Queen Victoria 
(Boer W ar); G eorge V  (G reat W ar); G eorge V I, 
Second W o rld  W ar.

T ru ly , it can be said he not only lived long, he also 
lived a full life, one o f service to his fellow  m en as 
could be expected from  one wffiose father was a 
seventh generation o f  parsons, and was him self 
originally intended for the C hurch.

A  practising Christian, he served G od , his six 
sovereigns, and his Regim ent. W hat m ore can be 
asked? R .W .J.S .

P r in te d  in  E n g la n d  

b y  F . J .  P a rs o n s  (W e s tm in s te r  P re s s  L t d ) ,  

N e w s p a p e r  H o u s e , G r e a t  N e w  S tre e t  L o n d o n  E C 4 P  4 E R  

a n d  H a s t in g s

12


