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E D IT O R IA L  
It is  w ith  deep  reg re t w e  m o u rn  the  d ea th  o f 
C o l F . W a ld en , M B E , D L , on  Ja n u a ry  1 7 , 
19 7 6 , w h o  had  been  E d ito r  o f  the  ‘N e w s le t te r ’ 
s in c e  F e b ru a ry  1968. A  ‘N e w s le t te r ’ w as  not 
is su ed  fo r  the Q u a rte r e n d in g  M a r c h  1976.

N E W  Y E A R S  H O N O U R S  L IS T
W e send ou r heartiest congratulations to the 

follow ing serving m em bers o f the form er M iddlesex 
R egt (D C O ) w ho received the awards stated in the 
last N ew  Y ear H onours L ist:

M B E
M aj G . M ason, now  on the H eld strength of 

Q ueens D ivision
M aj P. F. Packham , now  Regim ental Recruiting 

O fficer T h e  Q ueens R egt and based at C anterbury.

M E M O R I A L S  
D ru m m e r  D . Stagpoo le , VC , D C M

T h e  grave o f  D ru m m er D . Stagpoole is situated
the H endon C em etery. T h e  mem orial stone w'as 

erected b y  the R egim ental Association. Inform ation 
has been received from  the L ondon Borough o f 
Barnet that it is intended that tom bstones in this part 
o f the cem etery should be rem oved and the area con­
verted into a lawn cem etery.

It has been suggested to the council that this tom b ­
stone be allowed to rem ain on the proposed lawn as 
it is o f  great historical interest. T h e  council have sent 
the follow ing reply: ‘ It is not w ithin the pow er of 
the council to override objections and if  they wish to 
pursue the proposals in the case o f  this grave space, 
the m atter w ill have to be resolved b y  the Secretary 
o f  State o f the E nvironm ent’ .

\ /  ^ r u m m e r  Stagpoole had the unique honour o f 
w inning the V C  and D C M  on the same day in N ew  
Zealand in 1863.

H is m edals w ere in posssession o f the 1st Bn and 
w ere handed over to the Q u een ’s R egt on am algam a­
tion.

C O M P O S IT IO N  O F  R E G I M E N T A L  
A S S O C IA T IO N  C O M M I T T E E

T h e  com position o f  R egim ental Association C o m ­
m ittees for 1976 is as show n below':

President:
Chairm an: 
Vice-Chairm an: 
Secretary:

M aj G e n  S ir  John W illou ghb y, 
KBE, CB 

L t  C ol G . L . F ox , TD, DL 
L t C ol D . E. Sim pson, TD 
M aj H . E. C ou ch, t d  
C ap t S . le M . E nthoven 
C ap t A . I. F . G oldm an 
M r  G . S . H urlock

Finance Sub-Com m ittee: 
Chairm an:
L t  C ol G . L . F ox, t d , DL 
Members: M aj A . E . Peasley 

C ap t R. M . Fox

L t  C ol T .  W . C hattey, OBE 
L t  C ol T .  W . C hattey, o b e  
C o l I. D . B rotherton, TD, DL 
M aj A . E . F. W aldron, MBE 

C ol A . R. W aller, MBE, MC 
L t C o l J. M . H ew son, MC 
M a j M . J. Beaum ont, TD 
M aj A . E . Peasley 
C ap t R. M . F ox 
M r  E. C . C olebeck 
M r G . Y o u n g  
M r  A . W hite

Housing Sub-Com m ittee: 
Chairm an:
C ol I. D . B rotherton, TD, DL 
M em bers: L t  C o l D . E.

Sim pson, t d  
M a j H . E . C ou ch,

TD
C ap t M . J. S.

D oran, TD 
C ap t E . J. Pike

Housing M anager:
M a j S . C . W . W eller, MBE, m m

Membership and Social Sub-Com m ittee:
Chairm an:
Members: M aj M . T. B eaum ont, TD C ap t S . le M . E nthoven 

M r T .  R. B en n ett M r  T .  Em erson
Branch Secretaries

D ays P a y  S ch em e
D u rin g  the year 1975 the M iddlesex O ffice was 

allocated the sum  o f £1,396 from  the D a ys  Pay 
S chem e by the R egim ental Association o f  the Q ueens 
R egt. T h is  sum  w'as used to alleviate distress am ongst 
83 m em bers.
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R E G I M E N T A L  C A L E N D A R  O F  E V E N T S  1976
T h e  follow ing C alendar o f  E vents approved for 

1976 is published now so that readers can make a note 
o f  the various events and, it is hoped, support as 
m any as possible.

Further details w ill, o f  course, be issued in connec­
tion w ith  each event nearer the date on w hich it is due 
to take place.

Date Event
Sunday,

July 18 A nnual Parade on H orse
G uards o f  Belgian O C A  in 
G reat Britain

Sunday,
A u gu st
(F irm  date later)

Saturday,
A u gu st 21 to 
T uesday,
A u gu st 24

Friday, 
O ctob er 1

Saturday, 
O ctob er 2

W ednesday, 
O ctob er 6

Date 
Sunday, 

O ctober 24

T hursday, 
N ovem ber 11

Events

Attendance at C hurch  Parade, 
Royal H ospital, Chelsea

7th M iddlesex Officers C lu b  
D inner

Friday,
N ovem ber 12

Party to John Player League 
M atch

Pilgrim age to M on s for cere­
m onies in connection with 
the 62nd Anniversary o f the 
Battle

2/7th Bn (1939-45) D inner at 
V icto ry  E x-Services  C lub , 
Seym our Street, W2

13th (Service) Bn O C A  Annual 
Luncheon at the Rising Sun, 
44 E bu ry Bridge Road, S W i

A u tu m n  G o lf  M eeting Fleet

Officers C lub  C ocktail Party 
N aval and M ilitary C lu b  
94 Piccadilly, W i

Saturday, //  .// DU
N ovem ber 13 C erem ony at Field o f  Rem em ­

brance, W estm inster A b b ey

Sunday,
N ovem ber 14 1015 hrs— Rem em brance D a y

Service at Inglis Barracks, 
M ill H ill, followed b y  re- 1 
union at T A V R  C e n tre ^ ^  
Edgware.

1100 hours— 7th Bn wreath lay­
ing at H ornsey Parish C hurch  
Service by the H ornsey and 
Enfield Branch 

1500 hours— 2/ioth Bn R e­
m em brance D a y Service at 
S t N icholas C hurch, C h is­
w ick

Saturday,
N ovem ber 27 to 
M onday, N ovem -
ber 29 V isit to Reseau Sylvestre, L ille

F re e  ‘N e w s le t te rs ’
T h e  E ditor wishes to thank the follow ing for their 

generosity for paying extra subscriptions so that free 
copies o f the D ie-H ards Newsletter can be sent to 
deserving O ld  C om rades, C ol I. H. Battye, m b e , 

M r  A . Bailey, M r  D . G . Bennett, M r  C . T .  Bull, 
M r  R. R. P. C hapm an, L t-C o l T .  W . C hattey, o b e , 
M r J. C . C lark, M r  H . C lyd e , M r W . J. C rum p, 
M r  P. F. D y er, M r  W . J. G ilyatt, m b e , M r  H . C . 
G riffiths, M rs. E . T .  H astie, M r  F. A . H annah, 
M r  P. F . M alon ey , M r  A . A . M oo dy, M r F. H . N ash, 
m b e , M aj L . F . E. N icholls, M r  J. A . Percival, C apt 
Q . T .  Robinson, L t-C o l E. P. Shanks, c b e , q c , 

M r  D  Sim s, C ol M . A . Sum m ers, d s o , o b e , t d , d l , 

M r  R. S . R . T u rn e r , M r  A . E. T u th ill, M r J. S. 
U llm an, C ap t R. K . Valentine, M aj S . C . W . W eller, 
m b e , m m , M aj-G e n  G . P. L . W eston, c b , c b e , d s o , 

M r  A . R. W hinney, M r G . H . W oodw ard, M r R. 
Y erb y , M r G . Y oun g.

R E G I M E N T A L  M E M O R I A L  I N  ST  P A U L ’S 
C A T H E D R A L  

K n ee le rs ;  H a sso ck s
T h e  follow ing donations have been m ost gratefu lly 

received, L t-C o l A . K . C lark, o b e  and L t-C o l R. F. 
F endick, CD.

T h e  em broidering o f  the Kneeler/H assocks has 
now  been com pleted and they have been passed to 
the contractor to be filled and backed. T h e y  w ill 
definitely be in use for the 1977 Service o f R em em ­
brance in S t P a u l’s C athedral.

D on a tio n s— C h a r ita b le  Fu n d
T h e  Secretary gratefully acknowledges donatio 

to the C haritable Fund from M aj F. H . Blackm an, 
M r R. R. P. Chapm an, M r H . C lyde, L t  R. T .  
D outhet, M aj S ir H ildreth G lyn-Jones, M r C . H. 
G off, M rs Sue H ogg, C apt J. H. S. H udson, L illey  
Benevolent T ru st, M aj A . E . M cM anu s, M r  A . A . 
M oo dy, M r  J. A . M ulcahy, M r R. W . Peatling (in 
m em ory o f M r W . A . Peatling 1 /8th Bn 19 17 -19 ;,
M r J. A . Percival, C apt Q. T .  Robinson, M r K . V . 
Sutton, M aj J. W ild, m b e , M r G . H . W o o d w a rc j|^  
S gt J. W’illiam son, M aj D . M . W . Y oung.

T h e  follow ing made donations in m em ory o f the 
late C ol. F  W alden: B rig E. E . F. Baker, c b , c b e , 

d s o , m c , t d , d l , j p , M r C . F. Baldwin, M aj K . R. 
M e K . Biggs, C ol W . D . Ellis, o b e , t d , d l , Brig.
A . E. G reen, d s o , o b e  (also in m em ory o f  late Brig.
N . P. Proctor) Pamela Johnson-H ill, M aj C . E. E. 
Scott, L t-C o l E. P. Shanks, c b e , q c , ex -C sgt A . 
Stevens, C ol M . H. Sum m ers, d s o , o b e , t d , d l , 

C ol D . R. W . T hom as, m b e , M aj R. R. T .  W h ite­
head.

B en evo le n t Cases
D u rin g the period January 1, 1975, to D ecem ber 

3 1, 1975, the sum o f  £2,823-10 was spent on assist­
ing *33 ex-m em bers o f the Regiment.
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C o l F ra n k  W a ld e n , M B E , D L  

A  T R IB U T E

M aj-G en  C . M . M . M an, c b , o b e , m c , at the 
M em orial Service held in S t Paul’s Cathedral on 
M onday, February 23, gave the follow ing address:

‘W e have com e here this m orning to pay our 
tribute to and to give thanks for the life and service 
o f C ol Frank W alden— C ol Fanny as he was affec­
tionately known b y  so m any o f his friends.

I say Give thanks for the life and service o f ‘ Fan n y’ 
W alden because to m e his was a life w hich was built on 

^ ^ e  words ‘ Service before S e lf ’ . A ll his working life, 
c a rry in g  on into his later years when most o f  us sit 
back and take things more easily, he devoted him ­
self to the service o f  the Regim ent he loved so m uch. 
I don’t think it occurred to him  to stop— he was doing 
som ething that was his whole life. Serving His 
Regim ent, and that was all there was to it.

In the 40 years that I knew  C ol ‘ Fanny’ , looking 
back I think o f  him  alm ost as three different people, 

^ fc 'irst, as A djutant o f the 1st Bn o f  the M iddlesex in 
^^rlong K o n g  in the ’thirties— im m aculately turned 

ou t; from  the subalterns point o f  view  a bit crusty; 
setting h im self the highest standards and expecting 
the same from  all those in the Battalion both on and 
off duty, B ut, fiercely protective o f his soldiers. T h en , 
20-year-odd years later, I m et him  at M afrag in 
Jordan, when as one o f  the m ost senior Officers in the 
service o f  the K in g  there, I m et him  inspecting the 
Battalion I was then serving w ith , after an exercise, 
H e was surrounded by staff officers o f  the A rab 
Legion, and he was clearly held in very high regard 
b y  them . T h is  was a ‘ F an n y’ I had not seen before, 
as I had missed his two periods o f  com m and in the 
Regim ent— ‘ Fan n y’ the com m ander; lastly, and this 
was the ‘Fan n y’ that I knew  the best, as our R egi­
mental Secretary.

It was here that I believe he m ade his biggest 
im pact on and gave his greatest contribution to our 
Regim ent, the D ie-H ards. It took him  no tim e at all 
to becom e a very real person not ju st a name. H e 
was w idely and affectionately know n b y  young and 
old soldiers, and by the m any officials and others o f 
the C ou n ty  o f M iddlesex w ith  whom  his duties 
brought him  in contact. It is not exaggerating to say

•hat the name C ol W alden and the M iddlesex Regt 
v?ere synonym ous. I do not believe that I am over­
stating when I say that, in m y view , he did  m ore for 

our R egim ent during that period than anybody else 
w ithin living m em ory.

C ol ‘ Fan n y’ w as a man o f strong and deep con­
victions tem pered b y  a delightful sense o f hum our. 
H ow ever determ ined he m ight be— and he could be 
v ery  determ ined— there was a tw inkle in his eye and 
he was always ready to see the fu n n y side. A  stickler 
for detail and an eye for the b ig  occasion— an ab­
horrence o f show ing o ff b ut never allowing any 
opportunity to slip w hich  m ight add to the glorifica­
tion o f  the D ie-H ards, never the glorification o f 
him self. W hen I was C olonel o f  the Regim ent, it was 
^ ^ greatest com fort to know  that he was there, in the 
background, and there he always was.

C ol ‘Fan n y’ was a devoted fam ily m an and you 
only had to stay in his hom e to feel the wonderful 
atm osphere o f trust and affection that existed there, 
looking around the congregation here this m orning it

is clear to me that this fam ily spirit is extended to the 
Regim ental fam ily where to m y vintage, ‘F an n y’ was 
a sort o f elder brother and to the younger m ember?, 
a father figure. It m ust be, and I am sure it is, a 
great confort to his w ife M ollie and her sons to know 
that their loss is our loss, and that we, like them  share 
a com m on pride in his life o f  service.

It is so right that we should be together here in our 
beautiful Regim ental chapel in this m agnificent 
Cathedral because C ol ‘ F an n y’ played an im portant 
part in the events that led up to its adoption for this 
purpose and final dedication. I rem em ber so w ell the 
m any occasions that I cam e there w'ith C ol ‘ Fan n y’ 
and C ol G raham  Fox, firstly, to form ulate ou r ow n 
ideas as to w hat w e could ask the Cathedral A u th o ri­
ties to agree, and then, w ith  Bishop W and and Paul 
Paget to translate our ideas into realities. It cu l­
m inated in w hat was, I believe, ‘F an n y’s ’ greatest 
Regim ental trium ph, the unforgettable service o f 
Dedication. I feel his presence now, and I know  that 
this is where he w ould like to be rem em bered by his 
fam ily and friends.

T h is  is not to m ourn, b ut to give thanks for the 
life o f a man who was an exam ple o f  service before 
self. T h is  is a m om ent o f  trium ph.

W hen I heard the strains o f  the b ugle calls, the 
L ast Post and Reveille, m ost b eautifu lly sounded at 
Esher Parish C hurch  on January 23, die aw ay in the 
air, I knew  that a good and faithful D ie-H ard , had, 
in the words o f John B unyan’s ‘P ilgrim ’s Progress’ ;

‘Passed over, and all the trum pets 
sounded for him  on the other side’.

W. J. DARDRY
FLORIST

f o r

F lo w e rs , P la n ts  e tc .

Telephone 346 5680 

10 HOLDERS HILL PARADE 

MILL HILL • NW7 1LY

(O pp osite  H en d on  Cem etery & C rem atorium
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T H E  M ID D L E S E X  R E G I M E N T  G O L F IN G  
S O C IE T Y  

Sp ring  M e e t in g  1976

A  most enjoyable and successful m eeting w as held 
on the course o f  the N orth  H ants G o lf  C lu b , Fleet, 
on W ednesday, A p ril 28, 1976.

Conditions w ere ideal and suited all the com ­
petitors.

A  total o f  19 took part. W e w ere particularly 
pleased to w elcom e W O i M . J. F lynn, M r A . G . 
Reide, S gt D . J. M iles, C sg t J. J. Rogers and M r G . 
C lift , w ho w ere playing, som e for the first tim e and 
others after a lapse o f a couple o f  years. W e missed 
M aster H ow ard C lay  den b ut were com pensated by 
M rs C layden attending.

T h e  detailed results, each decided over 18 holes, 
w ere as fo llo w s:

M e d a l  C o m p e titio n — S c r a tc h  a n d  H a n d ic a p
_ _ . , . „  Scratch Handicap N et

W O 2 M . C . Q u in n  (w in n er Scratch
and T ransvaal C u p ) . . . .  7 7  8 69

M r  N . T a y lo r  (w in ner H andicap 
and D arjee lin g  C u p  also Runner- 
u p  Scratch)

M a j G . G o rin g  (R unner-up 
H andicap)

L t  C ol T .  W . C h a tte y . . .
L t  C ol C . N . C layd en  
C ap t R . J. T arran t
M r G . C lift  ...............................
M aj J. I. D . Pike
M r  D . J. M i l e s ...............................
M r  G . T a y lo r  
M r  J. J. Rogers
M r  C . H o l d f o r d ...............................
M r  A . J. R e i d e ...............................
M r  M . R. T .  W alden 
M r  C . D . M atthew s 
M a j H . E . C o u ch  (D ivo t)
C ap t P. S . Ingham  
W O  1 M . J. F lyn n  
M r  E . Johnson

S ta b le fo rd  F o u r s o m e s  Points
M r  N . T a y lo r  and M r  G . T a y lo r  (W in n er’s C oo per C u p) 29 
C ap t P. S . Ingham  and M aj J. I. D . P ike  (R unners-up) 28 
M r  M . R . T .  W ald en  and C ap t R . J. T arran t 28
M r  G . C l if t  and C s g t J. J. R ogers 28
L t  C o l T .  W . C h a ttey  and M aj G . G o rin g  27
L t C ol C . N . C layd en  and M r  A . G . R eid e  21
M r  C . D . M atthew s and M r  D . J. M iles  23
W O 2 Q u in n  and M aj H . E . C ou ch  18
W O  1 M . J. F lyn n  and M r  C . H oldford  . . 18

Before asking M rs T o ssie  W orton  to present the 
prizes L t  C ol T o m  C h attey  thanked all those 
present for supporting the m eeting.

A  P I L G R I M A G E  T O  A R N H E M

B y R i c h a r d  L a w f o r d  

A fter reading that great narrative ‘A  B ridge T o o  
F ar’ b y  C ornelius R yan, I decided on a nostalgic 
return jou rn ey to battlefields know n so w ell to m any 
D ie-H ards and, o f  course, m y com rades o f  the 9th 
Bn. I suggested to M aj S m ith that I should repre­
sent the Regim ent b y taking tw o wreaths o f  poppies 
w ith  the regim ental crest to N ijem gen and A rnhem  
(O osterbeek) British W ar Cem eteries, to w hich he 
w holeheartedly agreed.

O n  S eptem ber 15 m y w ife, sister-in-law  and self 
flew' from  G atw ick  A irport to Schipol, Am sterdam , 
and then b y  train to A rnhem . W e left G atw ick  at 
o8.05hr arriving at A rnhem  at n .o o h r . (N ot bad, as 
it takes three hours to get from  G atw ick  to Bexhill 
on ou r w onderful British Railw ays!)

T h e  first afternoon w as spent w andering around 
A rnhem  and looking at the bridge where so m any gave
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their lives in vain during the Septem ber o f  1944. On 
T uesday, 16th, w e took a bus to N ijm egen, crossing 
the huge W aal Bridge, w hich brought back so m any 
mem ories to me.

T h e  N ijm egen C em etery is situated in Goflfert on 
the southern outskirts o f the town in a beautifully 
quiet park, w hich should really be seen, as all m y 
descriptions w ill be inadequate. A s you enter the 
gates and go through a small chapel, where one can 
find names and num bers o f all who gave their lives, 
one is confronted with a m agnificent and awe in ­
spiring sight o f  all the thousands o f graves ly ing in a 
huge crescent o f  purple heather, each inscribed with^» 
regim ental crest and, i f  unknown, engraved ‘ K n o u ^ P  
only to G o d ’ .

It was w ith great pride that I laid, on b ehalf o f all 
D ie-H ards, our regim ental wreath. Needless to say, 
m y vision was a little blurred. M y  sister-in-law  was 
com pletely reduced to tears. I propose toM aj W aldron, 
with respect, that we write, on behalf o f the D ie- 
H ards, a short letter o f thanks to both Burgom asters o f 
N ijm egen and Arnhem  for the beautiful w ay in w hicl^ k 
these cem eteries have been kept. I was hoping t h a l y  
the photographs I took o f old com rades’ graves 
w ould showr regim ental crests, names and num bers 
b ut this, unfortunately, was not so, ow ing to the sun 
being in  the w rong direction at the tim e. H ow ever, 
there w ere tw o 9th Bn chaps at N ijm egen I can 
recall— Ptes Pike and Sm ith.

A fter leaving the cem etery w e returned to the 
Valkhof, where bitter fighting took place. T o  old 
com rades o f the 9th Bn— Fort H of Van H olland is 
still there on the north bank o f  the W aal below  the 
railw ay bridge surrounded b y  trees and w ell hidden 
— not open as it was when w e were on the B ridge­
head for six solid m onths in that bloody cold w'inter 
o f  1944- 45-

O n W ednesday, 17th, the anniversary o f  the A ir ­
borne D rop, we proceeded to O osterbeek to lay the 
second wreath. W e found the cem etery, ju st a few 
m inutes walk from  the station and, again, in beautiful 
surroundings, enclosed b y  high trees and, as at 
N ijm egen, a superb m emorial to those w ho m ade the 
suprem e sacrifice. M any floral tributes had been laid 
w hen w e arrived. I placed our wreath in the centre, 
where it stood out so m agnificently against the white 
stone and other flowers.

I found the graves o f Pte Potter and C pl S n o w ^ fc  
M iddlesex Regt, and that o f L t  John G rayb urn , vc, 
brother o f C apt G rayburn  o f our 9th Bn (429).

A fter leaving the cem etery we took a taxi to the 
A irb orne M useum  in the grounds o f C astle D oor- 
w eth, some three m iles outside Oosterbeek. T h ere  
was a tape recording com m entary in English, D utch, 
G erm an and French w hich enabled one to follow  the 
various stages o f  the battle on an excellent m odel o f the 
area. W e left the M useum , walking through the woods 
to the town centre, and returned by bus to A rnhem .

T h e  older generation o f  D utch people gave us a 
great reception— indeed, one old fellow  stopped me 
on m y w ay across the busy road opposite the station, 
saying ‘ English soldier— yes? W ill you com e a ^  
have beer with m e :’ I had to apologetically r e f J ^  
explaining that I was dashing back to m y hotel where 
m y w ife and sister-in-law had retired w ith  a large 
bottle o f  gin, hoping to arrive before it had all been 
consum ed.
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O n  T h u rsd ay, 18th, we returned to Am sterdam , 
had a trip on the w aterways and caught the 19-05 
flight back to G atw ick, armed w ith gin, jenever, 
cigars, cigarettes and vodka.

E A L I N G  B R A N C H
W e are all very sad to hear o f the death o f C ol F. 

W alden and send our deepest sym pathy to all his 
fam ily. W e as an Association w ill miss him  greatly 
although w e did not see a lo t o f  him  at Ealing, b ut his 
advice etc., was always v ery  welcom e.

A lso, I am sorry to report the death o f  our C hair-

•van, M r G eorge Ife in his 79th year. H e was cre­
mated at Am ersham  on M arch  26 in the presence of 
a large num ber o f  relatives and friends, w e shall miss 

him  as he was a good C hairm an and a real D ie-H ard.
G eorge joined the 8th Bn in 1912 and after attend­

ing all the cam ps he (like all o f  us) m obilised on 
A u gu st 4, 1914.

H e served at G ibraltar and in France when the war 
finished he le ft the service.

•  In 1919 he joined the M etropolitan Police retiring 
>n pension after 25 years when he becam e ‘ M ine 
H ost’ o f  a pub  in Berkshire. A fter he had had enough 

o f being an unpaid tax collector he returned to his 
native village o f  H anw ell and his m em bership of 
Ealing Branch. H e was a very helpful Chairm an up to 
the tim e o f  his death, and he put his hand in his pocket 
on m any occasions to m y know ledge. C heerio G eorge.

B ob by W illiam s returned his m em bership card to 
m e saying he wanted nothing m ore to do w ith  the 
Branch. C a n d id ! Y es, but you w ait and see.

O u r old friend Ernie D uffield  is back in circulation 
again after a spell in hospital. I know  G eorge Parr- 
H ead and Jim D ark are O K  as I have spoken to 
them  over the phone. C harlie  Branch, m m , had a 
couple o f falls (he was quite sober) and misses his 
walk to see C harlie Bull (T w o  G uinness, please 
landlord).

H ow  m any o f us w ill m eet at ou r A nnual m eeting 
on M a y  13 rests w ith  the gods. Still hope for the 
best. A l b e r t  W h i t e .

M I L L  H I L L  B R A N C H
T h e  m onthly m eetings are still very w ell sup­

ported and w e continue to rem ain solvent in spite of 
postal charges and ou r other expenses. W e unfortu- 

^ fc a te ly  had to cancel our M arch  get-to-gether as our 
^ ^ io st T A V R  unit w ere using their building, we all 

m issed a chance o f  a pre-b udget drinks prices.
T h e  A pril m eeting was a good night for all. W ith 

over 25 raffle prizes every one had a good chance to 
w in, w e all missed L en  and Iv y  and w e wish L en  a 
speedy return to health.

T o  look forw ard w e have the A nnual Reunion and 
D erb y D a y  com ing up, these are tw o o f  our high 
days each year and I hope as m any m em bers as can 
attend, do attend.

I know the obituaries are published separately but 
I feel I m ust m ention the sad loss to the R egim ent 
and ou r B ranch o f  C ol ‘ F an n y’ W alden, he regu­
larly attended our Branch evening, outings and trips 
.^B)ad and w e all m iss his presence. H e was truly 
‘ A  Jolly D ie-H a rd ’ . L e s  P l u m b

P S — W e need a branch T reasu rer any volunteers?

A d d e n d u m  by the C h a irm a n
O u r Secretary, L es  P lum b passed the above notes

to me to give to the Editor, M aj W aldron, who has 
taken over the m antle o f the late C o l ‘ F an n y’ 
W alden. O n b ehalf o f  all our m em bers I wish Frank 
W aldron success in editing the Regim ental New s­
letter. A  continued success I am sure it w ill be as will 
all readers w ho know  the dedication Frank puts into 
his w ork as Secretary o f the Regim ental Association.

A  snippet o f  news after Les P lum b handed me his 
notes was from  Jersey, C hannel Isles, this was the 
local paper w hich  show ed six  O ld  Contem ptibles on 
parade on St G eo rge ’s D ay. O ne o f the veterans being 
A lb ert C h in n ery  (L /12193), w ho fought w ith  ‘B ’ 
C o y , 4th Bn at M on s on A u gu st 23, 1914, and who 
celebrates his 86th birthday on A lb uh era D ay. 
A lb ert is as sharp as a needle, possessing an earthy 
sense o f  hum our, g iv in g m e delight w henever I hear 
from him  and his doting fam ily.

S t G eo rge ’s D a y was a pleasurable one for m e on 
tw o occasions. O ne was a v isit to W addesdon 
M anor where C ol R ex W aller runs the house fo r the 
N ational T ru s t in a m ost efficient and entertaining 
manner, m aking the visit a pleasure. T h e  other was 
to find a telegram  from  Buckingham  Palace on the 
door mat on m y return. A  telegram  had been sent 
to H er M ajesty tendering ou r greetings on her b irth ­
day and assuring her o f  ou r loyalty and devotion. 
O n S t G eo rg e ’s D a y the follow ing m essage was sent 
to you all, ‘T o  M ajor D ick  Sm ith. T h e  Queen 
sincerely thanks the O ld  Com rades o f  the M ill Hill 
Branch o f the D ie-H ards C lu b  for their kind message 
o f congratulations on the occasion o f  H er M ajesty ’s 
birthday— Private S ecretary’ . D i c k  S m i t h

P e t e r  M c R a e
& C O M P A N Y  L IM IT E D

L ife Assurance Consultants 

Insurance an d  M ortgage Brokers

14-16 West Street, East Grinstead, 
Sussex

Telephone: East Grinstead 25977 

Did you know  that besides protecting 

your family, life assurance can assist in 

other fields, such as education, house 

purchase, pension, and estate du ty?  We 

specialise in the needs of service person­

nel and w ou ld  be pleased to advise. 

W e make no charges 

W e also have departm ents specialising  

in other form s o f general insurances 

w hich  are at your service
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9 T H  b a t t a l i o n  b r a n c h

B y  the tim e that you read these notes o f the 
affairs o f  this branch ou r A nnual D inner w ill be 
over.

T h e  success o f  any Reunion D inner depends on 
the n um ber o f  persons attending and w e hope it was 
successful.

W e took note o f  the suggestions o f som e o f the 
m em bers and found a new  venue and set a fashion in 
new  m enus.

Som e 130 letters w ere sent to ou r m em bers. A  
good m any w e know cannot attend. A ge and travelling 
long distances for on ly a few  hours prevent m any, b ut 
in a good m any cases, w e have no w ord at all from  
these w ho could attend. A gain , w e the C om m ittee 
ask for suggestions as to m eeting places and other 
projects.

T h e  sad object o f  thought is that through the lack 
o f  interest o f  a good m any it m ay be that those tasks 
w hich w e undertook m any years ago m ay fall through. 
Please don ’t let this happen.

T h e  Association has a jo lly  good Secretary and an 
able staff to assist him . L e t us keep the nam e o f  the 
Battalion and Regim ent alive.

T h e  great projects, w hich have taken shape during 
the last decade is the R egim ental B aptistry at St 
P au l’s Cathedral and the M u seu m  at B ruce C satle, 
T ottenham .

A n  account o f  the latest Service in that B aptistry is 
w ritten elsew here in this Newsletter and o f course it is 
a place to  visit. I w ent there ju st recently and noticed 
the large num bers o f  foreign tourists adm iring the 
contents o f  the C athedral.

T h e  m useum  exhibits are b eing constantly in ­
creased and o u r ow n cabinet o f m edals o f  those who 
served in the 9th are really w orth view ing.

In the replies that I have received from  sending the 
last letter w e had one from  ou r late A djutant, L t 
G en  S ir  Brian H orrocks w ho inform s m e that he 
hardly goes out at all n ow  so regrets v ery  m uch that he 
w ill not be seeing us at the D in n er. H e w ishes to 
send his kind regards and stated that his days with 
the 9th w ere the happiest o f his soldiering career.

A n oth er w as from  M aj T .  R. L o w , M C , w ho is 
another whose age and distance prevent his atten­
dance at the D in n er, others from  B rig  C . A . G unston, 
C ap t N . T .  N eal, M aj H. M . L . Price and M aj
H . K . H ardcastle all w ho w ill not be able to be w ith 
us but have assisted us b y  sending donations.

O thers have also sent their applications for tickets 
and donations all o f  w hich wre are v ery  gratefu l no 
dou bt m any m ore such letters w ill arrive.

I w onder how  m any o f  you rem em ber that w onder­
ful dinner at W em b ley T o w n  H all, now  renam ed 
B rent, w here all those w ho had served in  the 9th 
were w elcom ed that evening b y  the then O C  o f  the 
reform ed battalion, the L .A .A . R egim ents o f  R .A ., 
L t  C o l J. R . D o y le ; newrs has been received that his 
dear wrife w ho partnered him  that evening, died on 
M arch  7, 1976. I am sure all w'ho knew  the Colonel 
w ill w ish to express w;ith the com m ittee, their deepest 
sym pathy. O n that sad note I w ill end this epistle, 
w ishing you  all the best o f  health and happiness and 
looking forw ard to seeing you  in the near future i f  at 
all possible.

R. T .  M e e r s

1/7T H  B A T T A L IO N  1939-45 D IN N E R  C L U B
O nce again w e had a very enjoyable gathering for 

ou r A n n ual D inner at H ornsey D rill H all on A p ril 
24, m arred only by the absence o f  ou r Chairm an, 
B rig B. B. Rackham , c b e , m c , d l , or ‘our B rig B B R ’ 
as he is affectionately know n to us all. U nfortunately, 
for the first tim e, he was unable to make it, having 
m oved recently although he has already booked for 
next year, A p ril 30, 1977, in true D ie-H ard  fashion.

O u r Secretary M aj M . F. Pearson, m c  (L o fty) was 
a tow er (in all respects!) o f  strength, how ever, and 
stepped into the breach to chair a very happy evening 
for us all, and w e were fortunate enough to have C< f̂c 
C hattey and M aj W aldron, President and S e c r e ta n ^  
respectively o f  the M iddlesex Regim ental A ssocia­
tion, also L t  C ol D avid  Sim pson, C hairm an o f  the 
H ornsey and Enfield Branch as our guests.

T h e  m eal was excellent and although the num bers 
w ere dow n to 48 m any messages o f goodw ill w ere 
received from  those unable to com e for various 
reasons and these w ere read out during the evening, 
and a num ber sent donations w hich w ere g ra te fu ll^ ^  
received.

W h ilst it is impossible to m ention all the names I 
m ust report the regrettable absence o f C ol A ym ar 
C layton, w ho was attending the 96th birthday o f  M aj 
P . B . A llott, his father-in-law. A nother D ie-H ard  to 
w hom  w e extend sincere good wishes, is M aj D icky 
Bartram  a regular attender whose wife is in hospital 
and to whom  w e also extend our sincere wishes for a 
speedy recovery.

A fter dinner the m edals o f  e x -C S M  Valentine, 
another good old com rade w ho died last year, were 
presented on behalf o f M rs Valentine by C ol D ennis 
T h om a s to C ol C hattey for handing to the C urator 
o f  the R egim ental M useum .

T o  all w ho attended or sent messages, etc, m y 
hearty thanks and best wishes, do not forget to book 
Saturday, A p ril 30, 1977!

Finally , I w ould repeat ‘O ur B rig ’ message read 
out to us after dinner. ‘K eep  together. D o n ’t let 
hands that are joined together fall apart. D o n ’t let 
those sacrifices and associations, w hich grew  in the 
white flames o f  the furnace o f war, burn out into cold 
em bers in the years o f peace’ .

L e s  H o s s l e n .

W O s A N D  S E R G E A N T S  B R A N C H  ^
O u r Branch continues to flourish, thanks to our 

band o f staunch supporters.
Visitors always com m ent on the friendly— one 

b ig  fam ily— type o f  atm osphere that prevails at 
e u r  m eetings.

T h e  main event has been the retirem ent o f ou rfirst 
Secretary, L en  Johnson, due to ill-health. A t  the 
A G M  E rnie C olebeck and Less Sh ru b b  w ere elected 
Secretary and T reasu rer respectively.

A  w elcom e is extended to all ex-D ie-H ards and 
Q u een ’s w ho are at a loose end on the 2nd Saturday 
in any m onth. W e always welcom e visitors.

N ew s has ju st reached us that L e n  is again in 
hospital b ut is now  w ell on the road to recovery, 
should be fit to drink the A lbuhera T o a st on the 16m.
S o  get w ell L e n !

Best wishes are extended to all other branches with 
the hope that w e w ill see m any o f  their m em bers at 
the A n n ual Reunion.
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PERSONAL JOTTINGS
M r C . F. Baldwin (6200569) has joined the R egi­

m ental Association. H e enlisted on July 7, 1932, and 
com pleted his recruit training at M ill H ill. Joined the 
2nd Bn and served w ith them  at C olchester, South- 
sea and G osport. E m ployed w ith  M T  and was a 
Corporal on transfer to the Reserve in 1939. Later 
recalled to the C olours and after two years at the 
M G T C  M ill H ill was posted to the 2/8th B n (1st 
Bn) and served in N orthern  Ireland, France and 
G erm any and was released in 1945 with rank of 

fcsg t. H e now  lives at Barnet.

M r  and M rs G . W . Barratt, have both been in 
hospital but are now  back hom e and grow ing stronger 
every day. G eorge Barratt served with the 1st Bn in 
H ong K o n g  and was a P O W .

A  recent caller at R H Q  was L t  P. W . Birch who

•served from  1952-55 at the D epot and in W est 
A frica. H e now  resides at G olders Green.

Congratulations to M aj R ex C ain on his promotion 
to Lieutenant-C olonel and his appointm ent as 
D epu ty  C om m andant N W  S ector A C F  w ith effect 
from  January 1, 1976.

A  surprise visitor to R H Q  was C apt Donald 
Carson w ho is now  D irector o f  M usic o f the K in g ’s 
D iv. H e enlisted into the R egim ent as a Bandboy in 
1950 and served w ith  the 1st Bn. In 1963 he was ap­
pointed Bandm aster o f  the G loucestershire Regt. H e 
tells me that he still plays hockey.

W e w ish M r H . J. C h illery  a long and happy 
retirem ent. H e has m oved to Farnborough and we 
w ere sorry not to see him  at the S p rin g G o lf  M eeting.

A  new ly-joined m em ber o f the R egtl Assn is M r
H . C oxhedge. H e served w ith  345 C om pany 36th 
M iddlesex T A ,  R E , and was eventually remustered 
to R A , jo in in g in 1938 and being m edically dis­
charged in 1943. H e now  resides at Low estoft.

J  L t  C o l C . N . C layden w ho retired in July 1973 is 
em ployed as an R O I by the M in istry o f D efence as 
C onservation and Environm ental O fficer for the 
whole o f  the U nited  K ingdom  including N orthern 
Ireland.

H e is responsible for the co-ordination o f all con­
servation and environm ental m atters and for the 
education and liaison required on this subject. His 
parish is 800,000 acres. H e is based at the Defence 
Secretariat 23, T o lw o rth  T ow ers, Surbiton, Surrey.

T h e  M a y  1976 issue o f  the m agazine ‘Soldier ’ 
gives a very interesting account o f his recent exploits 
and how  he has saved the N atterjack toad from 
extinction.

^ ^ 'I r  R. F. C opeland has recently joined the R egi­
m ental Association. H e w ill be rem em bered for his 
services to the Bands o f  the 1st and 2nd Bns from 
i 93° - 43 -

H e now  resides at K ettering, N orthants.

O ne o f  the clues in a recent D aily Telegraph C ross­
w ord  was — ‘O bstinate political m em ber o f the old 
57th F o o t’ . T h e  answer ‘ D iehard ’ .

W O  1 M . J. F lyn n  has been appointed S uper­
intending C lerk , D epo t T h e  Q u een ’s D iv , Royston, 
H erts. H e w ill be rem em bered as a form er Com pany 
C lerk  o f  H Q  C o y, 1st Bn. W e w ere v ery  pleased to 
see that he attended the S p rin g G o lf  M eeting.

Congratulations to L t  R. G . Ford on his prom o­
tion to C aptain. H e is serving w ith  2 Q u een ’s.

A  recently joined m em ber o f  the Regim ental 
A ssociation is ex -S gt E . J. F uller (14403389). H e 
served w ith  the 1st B n  1942-48 and was the Provost 
Sgt in Iserlohn, G erm an y 1947-48. O n  leaving the 
service he took em ploym ent w ith  the Post Office and 
has been w ith  them  ever since.

L t  C ol C . N . C layden tells m e that he has recently 
seen M rs A nita G ilb ert, w ife o f  the late L t  C ol N . G . 
G ilb ert. S h e is residing in the Isle o f  W igh t and has 

ust retired from  her jo b  as Secretary to the W ootton 
j  Y acht C lub . She is now  breeding racehorses and 
dogs.

E x Bandm aster W . J. G ilyatt, m b e , visited R egi­
mental H eadquarters on M onday, January 12, 1976. 
H e had ju st returned from  a holiday w ith som e o f  his 
fam ily in the Isle o f  W igh t. H e had ju st purchased a 
new cornet for £249. H e tells me that the one that he 
has used since 1913 cost him  £ 13 . A lthough he is 78 
years o f  age he still plays in a band. H e tried out the 
new  cornet in the office b y  b low ing the Regim ental 
M arch.

A  recent visitor to R H Q  was ex-Pte A . G ood bou rn  
(22671539) w ho served w ith  S  and A  C o y  1st M d x  
from  1952-55. H e has recently returned from 
Australia. H e now  lives at Palm ers G reen  and is a 
coach to the ju n io r section o f the H aringey and 
Southgate A thletic C lub.

M r L . A . G raham , m m  (ex -W 0 2  6398348) writes 
to say that he has becom e the first m anager o f  the 
new  R oss-on-W ye U nem ploym ent Benefit Office 
w hich deals w ith  all em ploym ent benefits, subsidiary 
allowances and the like. H e retired from  the Service 
in 1958. H e hopes to com e to the Reunion this year.

A  recent correspondent M r J. W . H ayes (ex-C pl 
1st M d x ) tells m e that he has been in hospital for 
three m onths for a knee operation. I am pleased to 
say that he is now  back at w ork and fu lly  fit.

A  w elcom e v isitor to E dgw are was M iss Patricia 
H udson daughter o f  the late C ol E ric H udson.

M r  Jock H ughes (M cE achran), recently suffered a 
heart attack and was adm itted to Edgw are H ospital. 
H e has now been discharged and is at hom e m aking 
steady progress.
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M r L cn  Johnson w ell-know n to all m em bers o f the 
Association also had a spell in Edgw are H ospital. H e 
is back hom e and m aking good progress.

A  m ost unexpected and w elcom e visitor to R egi­
mental H eadquarters on Friday, January 9, 1976, 
was M aj E ric  K endall-Sad ler. H e is at present on 
holiday in the U K  but returns to T an giers on 
Thursday, January 15, 1976. H e tells m e that the 
Band o f  the resident Bn in G ib ra lta r  often goes 
over to T an giers  to give a concert. T h e  Band o f  1 
Q ueen s w ent over to T an giers during their tour in 
G ibraltar. M aj K en d all-Sad ler looks extrem ely well 
and is not at the m om ent contem plating returning 
to U K .

L t C ol M au rice Leonard is getting ready for 
retirem ent by com pleting a Pre-R elease course in 
Bricks and M ortar. H e is then taking up a Retired 
Officers appointm ent in the Provost Branch at Y ork .

C ap t John Lofting, Assistant Secretary to the M C C  
at L o rds has recently returned from  W est A frica, 
w here he was player m anager o f  an M C C  touring side. 
W h ilst in W est A frica he m et the son o f  C ol John 
Shipster. C ap t L o ftin g  recently visited R H Q  and 
gave all his old uniform s to the Regim ental M useum .

Belated congratulations to M aj H ugh Lohan on 
being ‘M entioned in D espatches’ after service in 
N orthern Ireland.

A  recent v isitor w ho called in R H Q  was M r  L o fty  
Lo w e (6917310) w ell know n to all m em bers o f  the 
2nd Bn for his prow ess as a Boxer. H e served from 
1926-53. H e has retired having reached the age o f 
65. H e resides in G osport, Hants.

M r  Bert M ellor and fam ily have recently occupied 
one o f  ou r R egim ental H om es at A lb uhera Close, 
Enfield.

L t  C ol Stanley M iriam s has recently spent three 
w eeks in hospital undergoing R adiotherapy and is 
unable to do anything b ut lie in bed. M rs M iriam s 
tells m e that part o f  the trouble is a crum bling spine. 
H is expression b eing ‘that old soldiers crum ble 
aw ay’ instead o f  the usual phrase. W e w ish him  well 
and sincerely hope that he w ill gradually  get better.

Belated congratulations to M aj R oger Pitm an on 
being ‘M entioned in D espatches’ after service in 
N orthern  Ireland.

O ur congratulations to C apt A lex  Ram say on his 
appointm ent as H igh S h eriff o f  G reater London for
1976-77.

C apt A . W . Ram say was a National Service Officer 
w ith  the 1 st Bn during 1950-51 and served w ith  the 
Bn in Korea.

A  recent correspondent was M r K . V . Sutton (ex- 
C pl) w ho was so badly wounded in K orea. H e now 
lives in M elton Constable, N orfolk and in the recent 
gales his house and car were badly damaged. W e wish 
him  well and hope that the insurance com pany will 
be kind to him.

A  recent correspondent was M aj G en  G . P. L . 
W eston w ho tells me that his wife suffered a slight 
stroke recently and w as for a time paralysed down the 
left side. She is now  getting better and the doctors 
hope for a com plete recovery. H e says that one ‘spin 
o f f ’ is that his cooking has im proved no end. A ll 
m em bers o f the Regim ental Association w ish M rs 
W eston a speedy and com plete recovery.

M aj R. R. T . W hitehead has recently join ed  the 
O fficers C lub . H e served w ith  the 2/8th Bn w hich 
becam e the 1st Bn from Septem ber 1941 to July 
1945 and then with the 1st Bn in B A O R . H e w ill be 
rem em bered for his sporting prowess. H e was later 
granted a Regular Com m ission w ith  the Royal 
A rtillery w ith whom  he served until 1958. H e is now' 
H eadm aster o f G leb e H ouse School, H unstanton, 
N orfolk.

M r R. J. W illiam s has joined the Regim ental 
A ssociation. H e served w ith the 2/8th Bn from 
1 939-41 when he transferred to the R ecce C orps and 
later volunteered and served w ith  the Parachute 
R egt from  1943-46.

Parsons
and

Printing

Over a C en tu ry-o ld  Partne rsh ip  . . .
Like the Services, we have a tradition to uphold, at the same time taking ad­
vantage o f  scientific progress in this age o f  m echanisation, yet maintaining, 
through a special departm ent, a personal and helpful link with our custom ers’, 
whom  we are ever willing to advise and assist in the production o f  their journals 
T  I n A n C m i C  I T n  Newspaper H ouse, 8-16 G reat N ew  S treet, Lon-
I .  J .  l A K o U N d  L I U  don E C 4 P 4 E R . Telephone 01-3531030 . W orks

at H astings.
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R E G IM E N T A L  M U S E U M  

C u ra to r  M a j R . W . J. S m ith , M B E , T A V R  C e n tre , 
D e a n s b ro o k  R o a d , E d g w a r e , M id d x

T h e  follow ing are recent acquisitions for the 
M useum :
M edals o f  the late C ap t T h e  R t H on L o rd  Som ervell,

OBE

M edals o f the late L t  W . G . Lane 
M edals o f  the late C apt A . F. Valentine, d c m  
M edals o f  the late C apt F. V . A . D yer 
M iscellaneous item s o f the 9th (T F )  Bn 

M edals o f C apt The R t Hon Lord Somervell, O B E .—  
^ ■ 'his group o f m edals consists o f the insignia o f an 

Officer o f  the M ost Excellent O rder o f the British 
Em pire, British W ar M edal, w ith O ak L e a f denoting 
M entioned in D espatches, Territorial W ar M edal, 
Silver Jubilee M edal o f K in g  G eorge V  and Queen 
M ary, and the Coronation M edal o f K in g  G eorge V I 
and Queen Elizabeth. D onald Bradley Som ervell 
was com m issioned into the 9th Bn (T F )  on A ugust

•14, 1912 and prom oted Lieutenant, A ugust 26, 1914. 
Appointed A djutant on the day the Battalion sailed 
for India, O ctob er 29, 1914, he held this appoint­
m ent for tw o years when the office was taken over by 
C apt E . Scott. W ith  the Battalion as part o f the 53rd 
Indian Infantry Bde, 18th Indian D iv, he sailed for 
M esopotam ia on N ovem ber 19, 1917. Em ployed at 
Brigade H eadquarters in D ecem ber 1917 and 
January 1918, he was subsequently appointed Staff 
Captain to 53 Bde in A p ril 1918. holding this ap­
pointm ent until A p ril 1919. H is m ilitary services 
w ere rewarded b y  a M ention  in Despatches October 
1, 1918 and the aw ard o f  the O B E  on June 3, 1919. 
Returning to C iv il L ife  after the war, he rose high in 
the legal profession becom ing a K in g ’s C ouncillor in 
1929. H e represented C rew  in Parliam ent from  19 3 1- 
45 and was Solicitor G eneral from  1933-36, receiving 
his K nighthood in 1933. A ppointed A ttorney 
General in 1936 he held this appointm ent until 1945, 
when he becam e H om e Secretary. From  1940-46 he 
wras R ecorder o f K in gston -upon -T ham es and Lord 
Justice o f A ppeal from  1946-54 when he was 
created a L ife  Peer, adopting the title L o rd  Som er­
vell o f  H arrow . Presented b y  his nephew.

M edals o f L t  W. G . Lane.— T h is  group o f medals 
^ ^ o n sists  o f  the British W ar M edal, V icto ry  M edal, 
^ ^ ’ erritorial W ar M edal and G eneral Service M edal 

w ith the clasp ‘ Iraq ’ . G eorge Lane was a 1912 
T erritorial o f the 9th Bn, sailing w ith them  for India 
in 1914, then a C orporal w ith  the Regim ented 
num ber TF/968. Prom oted Sergeant, he was in 1917, 
com m issioned at S ialcot and posted to the Queens 
O w n Royal W est K e n t R egt w ith w hom  he fought in 
M esopotania and he was later at Ram adi in Iraq for 
w hich he was aw arded the G eneral Service M edal 
w hich  had been instituted in 1918. R eturning home 
in 1920, he becam e a staunch churchm an and was 
living a successful, contented and quiet life until 
*939 . when he becam e a firewatcher in the C ity  o f 
London. W hilst on duty in 1940 his ow n house in 
^ W esd en  was destroyed, his fam ily w ere lucky to 
<^Kpe alive. H e continued to serve as C h u rch ­
w arden o f  S t M a ry ’s Parish C h u rch , W illesden, for 
m any years and died on February 4, 1975, a m uch 
respected m em ber o f  the com m unity.

Presented b y  his w idow , M rs W . G . Lane

M edals of Capt A . F . Valentine, D C M .— T h e  m edals 
o f  C ap t Valentine bring to the regim ental m useum  
the only D istinguished C on duct M edal bearing the 
effigy o f K in g  G eorge V I . T h e  group o f seven medals 
consist o f  the D istinguished C onduct M edal, 1939- 
45 Star, A frica  Star, D efence M edal, W ar M edal, 
T erritoria l Efficiency M edal w ith  claps and the 
D u nkirk  M edal. D etails o f  the service o f  Jim 
Valentine w ere given in the last publication o f the 
R egim ental N ew sletter, D ecem ber 1975. T h e  award 
o f the D C M  was dated Septem ber 3, 1940, and 
reads ‘W O 3 A . F . Valentine, 6192888. For leader­
ship, gallantry and com plete disregard to his personal 
safety during the operations at N ieuport, Flanders 
1940’ .

Presented by his w idow , M rs  A . F . Valentine.

M edals of Capt F . V. A . Dyer.— T h e  m edals o f  C apt 
D yer are the 1914 Star and clasp, British W ar M edal 
and the V icto ry  M edal. C ap t Frederick V ivian  A lm a 
D yer went to France w'ith the 1st Bn w ith  w hom  he 
had been serving as a regular officer, on A u gu st 11, 
1914, the Battalion being the first battalion to arrive 
com plete on French soil. H e w as an able tennis 
p layer and a very fit, keen you n g subaltern. T ak in g  
part in every action w hich his battalion fought from 
the Battle o f  M ons A u gu st 1914, he had been p ro­
moted to C aptain, the insignia o f  rank at this tim e 
being worn in the slash at the cu ff end o f  each sleeve. 
A s a com pany com m ander, he was in the trenches 
w ith  his soldiers on Septem ber 25, 1915, w hen the 
British launched their first gas attack, at Loos, 
w hich was unsuccessful. W hen the battalion attacked 
at 6.30 am, they w ere m et by a rain o f  fire from  the 
G erm an trenches w hich tore the ranks to shreds. T h e  
enem y w ere even standing on the parapet firing at 
our troops w ho were pinned dow n after an advance 
o f  on ly a few  yards. T h e  casualties o f  the battalion 
were 17  officers and 439 other ranks o f  w hom  10 
officers and 79 other ranks had been shot dead. O ne 
o f  these officers was C ap t D y er w ho had died w ith 
his m en w hich is the w ay the D ie-H ards have.

Miscellaneous items o f the gth ( T F ) B n.— T h is  collec­
tion o f  relics, am ong other item s includes a very 
interesting photograph album  and the Battalion 
m agazine, published w hilst the Battalion w ere serving 
in India prior to em barking for active service in 
M esopotam ia. T h e  album  records events in both 
India and M esopotam ia, recalling little-know n 
incidents in the R egim ent's history, w hich are none­
theless very interesting. T h e  m agazine is a cloth 
cover-bound book o f  the publications from  its in­
ception in July 1916 until the penultim ate num ber 
published O ctob er 1917. T h e  final num ber was that 
o f N o vem b er 19 17, the m onth the Battalion sailed 
for active service, in w hich the editor announces that 
the m agazine w ill not be publish ing any future 
editions. O n ly  tw o battalions o f  the R egim ent p u b ­
lished m agazines during 19 14 -18 , one b eing the 
‘ M agazine o f the N in th  Battalion T h e  M idd lesex 
R egim ent’ and the other, ‘T h e  M agazine published 
b y  the 25th (G arrison) B attalion’ . Both record very 
interesting dom estic incidents. Included in  the pot­
pourri o f  item s is the m enu for the re-union dinner 
1919 as w ell as those o f  1929 and 1939, each decade
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apart. T h a t o f  1929 gives the m usical program m e, 
played b y  the fine battalion band, w hich w as recog­
nised as one o f the best o f  T erritoria l A rm y bands, 
the program m e finishing w ith  the Regim ental 
M arches, G o d  Bless the Prince o f  W ales and the 
N ational A n them , w hich  w ere a small program m e in 
them selves. T h e  m enu for 1939, also includes the 
T a r iff  w hich  caused the w riter o f these notes to 
burst into tears w hen he read ‘W hisky— 8d, 
Beer— 3d’ ! L ack o f  space forbids the chroniciing o f 
everyth in g presented but I feel the group o f  m edals o f 
the donor s father calls for inclusion. T h is  most 
interesting group consists o f  the Afghanistan M edal o f 
1878-79-80, the K abu l to K andahar Star, the 
G olden  Jubilee M edal 1887, o f  Q ueen Victoria with 
D iam ond Jubilee clasp o f 1897 and the Coronation 
M edal o f  K in g  E dw ard V I I ,  the tw o latter being the 
pattern issued to the M etropolitan  Police. T h e  
Afghanistan M edal has the clasps ‘A li M u s jid ’ and 
‘ K an dahar’ w hen the recipient, G u n n er J. Bennett 
w as serving w ith  the 1st M ou ntain  Battery, 9th Bde 
R A . T w o  o f  the general officers com m anding in this 
cam paign w ere holders o f  ou r highest aw ard, L t  G en  
S ir Sam  Brow ne, v c , and M aj G en  S ir  Frederick 
R oberts, v c , the fam ous ‘ B ob s’ w hose cam paign 
m edals include the Indian M u tin y  medal o f 1857 and 
the 1914 Star. T h e  clasp ‘A li M u s jid ’ covers the 
action o f  N o vem b er 21, 1878, w hilst the ‘ K an dahar’ 
clasp records the action o f  Septem ber 1, 1880. T h e  
K a b u l to K andahar S tar o f 1880 was aw arded to 
those w ho had taken part in  the fam ous m arch o f 
310 m iles betw een A u gu st 9 -3 1 , 1880, the com ­
m ander again b eing ‘B ob s’ . T h e  Jubilee and C orona­
tion M ed a ls  w ere presented to Police C onstable J. 
Bennett o f  ‘S ’ D iv  w h o w as present on d u ty  on each 
o f those three h istoric occasions.

Presented b y  M r  T .  R. Bennett, late i/9th and 2/ioth 
Bns.

Curator's remarks— H avin g  on ly one ord erly in the 
m useum , prevents all room s b eing open to the public 
due to the necessity o f  keeping an eye on the m is­
chievous elem ent at tim es to be found in public 
buildings. I f  past m em bers o f  the regim ent approach 
M r  H utchinson, the m useum  orderly, explaining 
th ey wish to view  the exhibits in the upper room , he 
w ill open up the room  for them . T h e  upper room 
covers the ‘ K haki era’ , covering the tw o W orld  W ars 
and special show  cases devoted to the T erritoria l 
battalions.

T h e  m useum  is w ell patronised, approxim ately 
500 visitors each m onth v isitin g  the building.

Item s are still required such as buttons, shoulder 
titles, w ritten or printed records. T h e  form er com ­
plete uniform s or show  cases and the latter to record 
everyday happenings in ou r dear old regim ent as 
w ell as incidents o f  historical interest. A ll is grist 
nothing is looked upon as rubbish. O u r pride remains 
even i f  as a separate regim ent w e have ceased to 
exist. T h is  recalls a rem ark by G en  K en t, a veteran 
o f  the C rim ea w ho was C olonel o f  the R egim ent 
w hen I jo in ed  it. H e said, ‘ It is glorious to be an 
Englishm an. It is better to be an English soldier, 
B u t above all should he be proud to w ear that little 
b it o f  Red and Y e llo w ’ . D i c k  S m i t h

LETTERS

W m  M cG ach ie , m m ,
14 -15  D um berdykes Road, 
Edinburgh EH8 9U R .

M a y  6, 1976
Secretary,
M idd lesex Regim ental Association 

D e ar Sir,
I understand that the Annual Reunion o f y o i^ |  

R egim ent is taking place on M ay 15, and with 
m any old  Com rades you m ay be able to answer an 
incident that happened over 30 years ago, the m em ory 
has been w ith  me all these years, as you no doubt 
know  one o f  your battalions was serving w ith  the 
51st (H ) D iv  during the second W orld W ar and the 
debt Scotland owes to the m agnificent Vickers 
G unners can never be repaid. D u rin g the Tunisian 
C am paign, I was serving as Platoon C om m ander A  
the Battle o f  W ade Cukarit w ith  the 5th Seaforths, i t^  
was the hardest action I ever took part in. M y  
Platoon reached ou r objective b ut due to heavy 
casualties and a strong counter attack w e were 
forced to w ithdraw, and on our w ay back I m et a 
Sergeant o f  the M iddlesex standing by his gun all 
alone, w earing a greatcoat because it was a cold 
m orning. I stopped and spoke to him  and offered to 
help him  carry the gun and am m o back w ith  us, but 
his reply took me aback ‘ I have no order to w ithdraw  
so here I rem ain’ , there he was calm ly putting a belt 
through the gun and aw aiting the enem y, w ho was 
he ? D id  he survive ? W as he decorated ? A ll these years 
I have thought about this gallant Englishm an, because 
late in the afternoon we w ent back up that hill, the 
gun was gone hundreds o f  em pty cases littered the 
area there was no trace o f our friend. Possibly som e­
one can solve this incident and I w ould be very 
grateful to know  the outcom e. M y  very best wishes 
to the ‘ D ie-H ards’ and I hope you have a very 
successful evening.

Y ou rs respectfully,
W m  M c G a c h i e , m m .

Edward Sm ith,
T h e  R oyal British Legion, 
M aurice H ouse,
W estgate-on-Sea,
K ent C T 8  8 N N .

T o :  M aj A . E. F. W aldron A p ril 29, 1976

D ear Sir,
I w rite to ask for details o f Reunion o f  M iddlesex 

R egim ent at Porchester H all, Q ueensw ay, London 
W 2.

I was in the 3rd Bn M iddlesex R egt serving under 
C ol M iller  w ho was made B rig G en  and M aj Lyons, 
taking over com m and o f  Regim ent. I was w ith  the 
Battalion two years and eight m onths, holding 
Strum a L in e before transferring along the ®  
tow ards Pette C orom i, where there w ere some fierce 
fighting and m y Regim ent captured a Fort m ade o f 
solid rock and w e w ere bom barded night and day, 
w e w ere b eing driven crazy w ith  the blasting o f the
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shell on solid road and o f being a com pany 
stretcher bearer w ith  three other stretcher bearers 
went out and brought them  back. Eventually  the rest 
o f the division cam e in line w ith  us and w e all went 
forw ard w ith the G reek A rm y and drove the enem y 
in retreat and eventually the enem y surrendered and 
that w ar was the beginning o f the end o f  the war.

Eventually  the 3rd M idd lesex R egt was detailed 
to take over T u rk e y , and w e em barked, w ent through 
the D ardanelles and took over Constantine now  
C allesstam bul. W e had a great reception as we 
m arched through w ith  fixed bayonets. T h e  inhabi­

t a n t s  w ent crazy packed w ith  people on top o f houses. 
^Pfs w e m arched through w e could hear shouts o f 

English voices shouting G o d  Bless you Boys. W e 
arrived at som e b ig  hotel and on the opposite side 
was the G erm an A rm y.

Eventually they suddenly w ent aw ay and the next 
m orning w e w ere to find that they had suddenly left 
in darkness at night.

I received a pension on leaving the A rm y. I had a 
^ g o o d  jo b  as a m anager w ith  J. Sears. E ventually, I 
^Pnad to go to C helsea for exam inations and I got a bit 

fed up constantly being exam ined. I told them  I felt 
quite alright as it was interfering w ith  m y w ork and 
m y pension came to an end.

I have not had a reccurrence o f  M alaria fever and 
therefore I thought I was taking m oney I was not 
entitled.

I was able to concentrate on m y w ork but one day 
I w ent dow n bang and was sent to the National 
H ospital, Q ueens Square. I was three years under 
D o ctor C ritch ly . I had a w ife and two little children

and I could feel m yself slipping out o f  this life and 
the doctor said three words to m e, Faith, Perse­
verance and C ourage, I was so hurt by these three 
w ords that I did not go again to see h im  for six 
m onths, w hen he saw  m e he asked m e w here I had 
been. I told him  the words he had said to me had 
stung m e to the quick. H e told m e he had to say 
those w ords to pull m e together.

I have not been to see him  since. M y  firm gave me 
a good jo b  w ithout any responsibility. I retired at 65 
and had four good years w ith  the w ife w ith what 
m oney I had saved. She passed aw ay in 1970 and I 
was left alone.

L ife  becam e very lonely therefore I got m> doctor 
to get m e into the R oyal British Legion  and I have 
been here now  for four years. M y  room  m ate and I 
w ere the tw o lu cky ones to be chosen b y  the N o t 
Forgotten Association to go to France for four days 
and we had a lovely tim e abroad.

I am now  84 and the hom e I am in is one o f  the 
best and w ell looked after. N o w  m y w hole idea o f  
w riting this letter to you  is to find out i f  there are any 
o f m y com rades w ho served in the 3rd M iddlesex 
out East. I w ould be very pleased if  so to hear from  
them . I f  there is any living near the R oyal British 
Legion  w ho can give m e a lift to L ondon I w ill 
gladly accept.

It is a lovely day here b ut have been quite content 
to stay in and w rite this letter to you. I go for walks 
along the seafront.

M r Jones, o b e , is ou r Chairm an.
Y o u rs  respectfully,
E d w a r d  S m i t h

#
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O B I T U A R Y

It is w ith  deep regret that w e have to announce 
that the follow ing have d ie d :

A y s c o u g h — O n January’ 9 , 1 9 7 6 ,  M aj Edw in
S am uel M au rice A yscough, aged 7 6  years. H e was 
appointed to a Regular Com m ission in the 
R egim ent on D ecem ber 20, 1918. H e was then 
prom oted to  Lieutenant on D ecem ber 20, 1918; 
to C aptain on A p ril 4, 1935; ar,d to M ajor on 
A u gu st 1, 1938. H e served w ith  the 1st and 2nd 
Bns and retired on M arch  11 , 1944.

H e was in possession o f  the D efen ce M edal and 
W ar M edal 1939-45.

C a r e y — O n  D ecem ber 15, 1975, ex -S gt C harles S. 
C arey  (L  14097 and 6188873), aged 86 years. T h e  
passing o f  C harles C arey sees another o f  the 4th 
B n defenders o f  O b o u rg  Station o f  A u gu st 23, 
1914, jo in  the G reat M ajority. C harles enlisted 
into the R egim ent on M a y  25, 1912, and he had 
already passed his 23rd birthday. C om pletin g his 
recruit training at M ill H ill, he w as posted to the 
4th Bn and in June 1913 was appointed Lance 
C orporal in ‘ H ’ C o y . In O ctob er 1913 the four 
com pany system  know n as ‘D o u b le C om panies’ 
to the old soldiers— was introduced to the Regular 
Battalions on the H om e Establishm ent and ‘H ’ 
C o y  and ‘D ’ C o y  becam e one. O ne o f  the N C O s  o f 
the Scou t S ection o f  ‘D ’ C o y  was L cp l C arey. 
Scouts at this tim e w ere specialists and wore a 
distinctive badge. O n scouting patrol at O bo u rg on 
A u gu st 22, 1914, S g t C arey saw a U hlan  patrol and 
reported this fact to his C om p an y C om m ander 
C a p t ‘G u s sy ’ G lass, C om m anding ‘D ’ C o y . It is 
q uite possible that this was the first sighting o f the 
enem y b y  a man o f  the Regim ent. D u rin g the 
Battle o f  M ons, A u g u st 23, 1914, S gt C harles 
C arey was w ounded w hilst com m anding a Section 
o f  15 Platoon ‘ D ’ C o y , and w ith  his C om pany 
Com m ander, also w ounded was m ade a prisoner- 
of-w ar by the enem y w ho treated them  w ith de­
served respect. D u rin g  his incarceration from  
1914, he was an exam ple o f  the typ ical good British 
N C O , looking after the w elfare o f  his fellow  pri­
soners especially the m uch you nger m en w ho were 
captured in 1917 and 1918. B ein g respected and 
trusted b y  the G erm an prisoners-cam p authori­
ties, he was able to explain transgressions and 
obtain ligh ter punishm ents for the turbulent 
characters that are always to be found am ong 
young and angry com pany. O ne o f  these very 
you n g soldiers N oel Peters o f the 16th (P u blic 
Schools) Battalion, m et C harles w hilst on a p il­
grim age to M ons in 1973, the first tim e th ey had 
seen each other since 1918, w hen the experienced 
N C O  helped the distressed soldier w ith  advice and 
practical actions. It was a touching reunion and 
one to give pride to w e o f  the R egim ent w ho w it­
nessed it. O n  return to  E ngland S g t C arey was at 
M ill H ill w hen volunteers w ere called for to form  
N o  1 S pecial C o y  to fight in N orth  Russia.

Charles served in N orthern Russia from  A p ril until 
O ctober 1919— when he returned hom e and was 
posted to the 3rd Bn. W ith  the 3rd Bn he served in 
G erm any where he was the Sergeant Instructor of 
M u sketry  in C ologne until the Battalion was dis­
banded in A ugust 1922 under the G eddes A xe . As 
a qualified M usketry Instructor, he was posted to 
the Black W atch, T h e  Royal H ighlanders at Pcrj^k 
and w ith  this regim ent served in India at M u lta ^ *  
w here he later transferred to the A uxiliary  Forces 
India as an instructor to the Sim la Rifles. In 
D ecem ber 1931 he opted to be discharged w ith  a 
m odified pension and q uietly  ended his days at 
C an vey Island. H e lived the life  o f  a good and G od 
fearing man, w ho had earned the respect o f his 
com rades in peace, in w ar and in adversity.

#
C o p e — O n N ovem ber 15, 1975, L t  H arry Douglas 

C ope, aged 92 years. H arry C ope was one o f  the 
eager volunteers who flocked to the C olours on 
the outbreak o f war in 1914, enlisting in the then 
form ing second line battalion o f the 8th Bn (T F ). 
H is regim ental num ber in the 2/8th Bn was T F /  
3154, his date o f enrolm ent being Septem ber 12,
1914. In February 1915 he sailed to G ibraltar, with 
the Battalion to relieve the 1 /8th w ho w ere to 
join  the B E F  in France. T h e  follow ing July the 
2/8th Bn also joined the B E F  in France where he 
served in the trenches until N o vem b er 1915. 
Recalled to the U K , he was disturbed at the 
thought he had com m itted a m ilitary transgres­
sion, only to find on his arrival that he had been 
selected for training for a com m ission. H e at­
tended a course at the School o f  Y o u n g  Officers, 
C olchester, until D ecem ber 15, 1915, when he 
was gazetted and posted to the 10th Bn, the 
Border R egt and later to the 7th Bn, B order R egt 
w ith  w hom  he w ent to France once m ore on 
Em pire D a y  1916. A t  D elville W ood, on A u gu st 7, 
1916, he was severely wounded in the right arm, 
and b rought in by a young soldier w ith  w hom  h<^^ 
rem ained in contact until the latter’s d e c e a se ^ r 
A fter hospital treatm ent and convalescence which 
ended in January 1917, he was posted to the 74th 
Reserve Bn at Prees H eath, Shropshire, with 
w hom  he served until D ecem ber 1917, when he 
joined the 1st H om e Service (G arrison) Bn, T h e  
R oyal M unster Fusiliers. A  m onth later he 
becam e a m em ber o f N o  1 (T ) W ireless School, 
Farnborough, and attached to the Royal F lying 
C orps. H e was transferred to 105 Sqn T h e  Royal 
A ir  Force in A u gu st 1918 serving w ith  them  in 
Ireland until dem obilised at G alw ay on M arch  27, 
1919. H arry C ope, although he rarely le ft the 
house due to his infirm ities was m entally alert 
until the end. A  m em ber o f the M ill H ill B r a ^ ^  
o f the Association, he corresponded freq u en ^ ^  
and last attended a regim ental cerem ony on 
R em em brance Sunday at Edgw are five years ago, 
w hen the great pride he had in ou r Regim ent was 
obvious to all.
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G o u i .d i n g  —  O n January 27, 1976, ex-Bdsm
M aurice John G ouldin g, aged 62 years. H e 
enlisted into the Regim ent as a Boy at M ill H ill 
on A ugust 23, 1927. H e served w ith  the Band 
o f  the 1 st Bn at C atterick, Palestine, E gypt, 
Singapore and H ong K ong. H e was posted to the 
H om e Establishm ent in 1938 and joined the Band 
o f  the 2nd Bn. H e served in France w ith  the 2nd 
Bn and was evacuated from  D unkirk. H e was 
discharged at M ill H ill in 1945.

‘M o g ’ , as he was known by all Bandsm en, was 
an accom plished clarinet and saxophone player

• and w on first-class honours in G reater London. 
A n  engineer in civilian life, he lived in Essex until 
recently m oving to G reater Peterborough.

G r i f f i t h s — O n M arch  3, 1976, ex-Pte C ecil 
G riffiths (TF/3660) aged 80 years. C ecil Griffiths

# enlisted into the 3/7th B n (T F )  on February 15, 
1915, join ing the i/7th Bn in the line in N ovem ber 
1916. W ith  this battalion, he took part in the Battle 
o f A rras on Easter M onday, A p ril 9, 1917, and was 
with  the 2nd Battalion at Villers-Brettonaux in 
A p ril 1918 and the H isne in M ay  1918. A t the 
latter battle he was m ade a P O W  by the Germ ans. 
H e was discharged in M arch  1919 becom ing a 
m em ber o f  the i/7th  B n D in in g C lu b , who met 
annually until the last tw o years. H e was also a 
m em ber o f  the M ill H ill Branch o f the D ie-H ards 
C lu b  since early 1971, join ing in the pilgrim age to 
M on s and L ille. Frail health had kept him  house­
bound for the last three years, but he remained 
in touch by correspondence until his decease. H e 
was aw arded the British W a r M edal and V icto ry  
M edal for his service, in W orld  W a r I and the 
D efence M edal for his services w ith  the H om e 
G uard  in W orld W ar II.

H e a v e n s — O n February 13, 1976, ex -L cp l W illiam  
C harles H eavens, aged 77  years. H e served in 
the R egim ent from  A pril 12, 1915, until June 27,

• 1918. H e was adm itted to C helsea H ospital on 
Septem ber 26, 1966, and was a Sergeant In 
Pensioner. H e was a staunch D iehard and was a 
regular attender at R egim ental functions.

H e was in possession o f  the follow ing m edals: 
19 14 -15  Star, British W ar and V icto ry  M edals. 
H e bequeathed these to the Regim ental M useum .

L l o y d — O n A p ril 19, 1976, ex-Pte G eorge Lloyd. 
H e enlisted into the R egim ent in 1926 and was 
posted to the 1st Bn at A ldershot. H e later joined 
the 2nd Bn in India, serving in Ahm adnagar, 

g A ia d ra s  and K hartoum , returning to the U K  in 
^ ^ 3 1 .  H e was transferred to the R eserve in 1933. 

R ecalled to the C olo urs in 1939 and, after various 
duties in London, was posted to the 1 /7th Bn 
and served w ith  them  throu ghout the desert 
cam paign. H e was discharged in 1945.

M a y a l l — O n M arch  5, 1975, ex-Pte C harles C ecil 
M ayall (PW /5049) aged 81. Charles M ayall was 
one o f the volunteers w ho enrolled under the 
D e rb y  Schem e w hich was introduced at the end o f
1915. A ll m en between 18 and 41 w ere invited to 
enlist. T h e  volunteers w ho attested w ere technic­
ally soldiers w ho after enrolling were sent home 
w earing the ‘D e rb y  A rm let’ a khaki brassard on 
w hich was sewn a crow n in red cloth. T h e y  were 
available to be called to the colours in groups 
beginning w ith  the you nger unm arried m en. O ne 
o f the earliest to be called was C harles M ayall, who 
was posted to the 18th (Service Bn (F irst Public 
W orks Pioneers)), one o f  the ‘ N avvies’ bns raised 
b y  C o l John W ard, m p . H e w a s  in  France until 
O ctober 1916 when he w as w ounded jo in in g the 
6th (Special Reserve) Bn at C hatham . From  the 
6th Bn he was posted to the 21st (Islington) Bn. 
join ing them  in the line in D ecem ber 1916, 
serving w ith  them  until transferred to the 2nd 
Bn, b y this tim e under the com m and o f  the boyish- 
looking L t  C o l E. E. F. Baker and in the same com ­
pany o f  that redoubtable fighting man S gt J. J. 
H ickm an, who w on three D C M s  and tw o M M s  in 
addition to having also been m entioned tw ice in 
despatches. W ith  the 2nd Bn, C harles ended his 
w ar in the last raid m ade b y  the Battalion before 
the Arm istice. T o  his last days he w ould recall the 
words o f his C om m anding O fficer prior to the 
attack, ‘Sorry  boys, it ’s got to be done’ . A  m em ber 
o f the M ill H ill Branch o f the Association he kept 
in touch by correspondence after his health began 
to fail w hich prevented him  attending in person.

M o u t r e — O n  D ecem ber 21, 1975, ex L cp l (D ru m ­
mer) W illiam  F . M ou tre, d c m  (TF/625 and 
200014) aged 87 years. Bill M ou tre enlisted into 
the 7th B n (T F )  on D ecem ber 1, 1908, rem aining 
with the battalion throughout his sendee. H e served 
in G ib raltar until the battalion joined the British 
Expeditionary Force in France in M arch  1915. T h e  
story o f Bill M ou tre is covered by the story o f  the 
7th  Bn, he b eing a typical volunteer soldier o f this 
generation o f  fine patriotic men. O f  a help fu l dis­
position, he was show ing a new com er to the 
trenches how  to  fire through a peephole w hen a 
bullet from  a rifle cam e through w hich  took off 
part o f one o f B ill’s eyebrow s and scored a mark 
along his forehead. T h e  aw ard o f the D istinguised 
C on duct M edal was for his G allantry on A u gu st 
25, 1915, when he rescued a com rade under heavy 
rifle fire, carrying the m an on his back as he ran 
for the cover o f  the parapet. T h is  was one o f  a 
num ber o f tim es he had rescued his com rades. T h e  
citation reads ‘ F or conspicuous gallantry and 
devotion to d uty as a stretcher-bearer; he brought 
in m any w ounded under heavy fire’ . O n D ecem ber 
1, 1915, he re-engaged for a further fo u r years on 
the duration o f the war, and was given  a short leave 
to England. M arch  2, 1916, saw' him  busy back in 
the trenches, w hen he was appointed D ru m m er and 
his pay increased by one penny a day to 11 pence 
per day. D ischarged on the disbodim ent o f  the 
T erritoria l F orce in February 1918, he retained 
contact w ith  his com rades even when he m oved to
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N ew ark, where he w as a P itm an’s C ertificated 
T each er. A tten din g the D inners o f  the 7th  Bn 
11)14-18 D in in g C lu b  as long as he was physically 
able it was to his great delight that he chaired the 
last m eeting he was able to attend, an honour o f 
w hich  he was v ery  proud. In the early hours of 
S unday m orning D ecem ber 21, his son w ho had 
travelled from  K e n t to take him  hom e for C h rist­
mas heard a noise and by the tim e he reached the 
bedroom , B ill w as on the floor and dead. H is death 
was due to  aortic aneurism  and so a gallant T e rr i­
torial soldier joined the brave in Vallallah.

N e w t o n — O n A p ril 18, 1976, E lsie, w ido w  o f the 
late M aj W . C . N ew ton.

O v e .v t o n — O n A p ril 19, 1976, ex -S g t W illiam  John 
O verton  ( L  13624 and 6188488) aged 81 years. 
‘B o b ’ O verton  enlisted into T h e  M idd lesex R egt 
in June 19 11, after h aving served in the Special 
R eserve Bn o f  the B edford  R egt. A fter recruit 
training at M ill H ill, he join ed  the 2nd Bn in 
O ctob er 19 11 and sailed for M alta on H T  Soudan 
O n  Septem ber 3, 1913. O n  the outbreak o f  w ar in 
1914, he returned hom e and sailed to jo in  the B E F  
in Flanders in tim e to be aw arded the 1914 Star 
and clasp. O n M arch  10, 1915, w hen the 2nd Bn 
attacked at N eu ve C hapelle, he was blow n skvhigh 
and concussed, an injury' w hich caused him  agony 
all his life. A fte r  discharge from  hospital, he 
served w ith  the 8th (T F )  Bn until the end o f  the 
war. In 1919 he was posted to the 4th Bn and w ith  
them  served in G ib raltar and E gypt. W hen this 
battalion was disbanded under the G eddes A xe  in 
1922, he was posted to the 1st Bn w ith  w hom  he 
served until D ecem b er 1931 when the battalion 
le ft for foreign service in relief o f  the 2nd B n on 
com pletion o f  their foreign service w hich had com ­
m enced in 1913, w hen B ob had sailed w ith  them  to 
M alta. H e then rejoined his old bn rem aining w ith 
them  until he was discharged to pension in June 
1932. D u rin g  the last six years o f his service he was 
an excellent Provost Sergeant w ith  both battalions 
and the D epo t. H is understanding, kind b ut firm 
m anner preventing M ilitary  offences instead o f 
causing an apprehension o f  offenders. A fter dis­
charge to pension he enrolled as a m em ber o f  the 
T erritoria l A rm y jo in in g a R oyal Engineers 
S earchlight U n it at C helm sford, w here in addi­
tion to being a L ew is  G u n  Instructor he was 
A ssistant A rm ou rer Sergeant. H e served w ith  the 
T A  until 1937, when he retired due to reaching the 
age lim it. T o o  old for service in 1939 on the out­
break o f  W orld W a r II he im m ediately enrolled 
in the form ation o f  the L D V  later the H om e 
G uard  in 1940 and continued to serve w ith  the 
21 st Bn M idd lesex H om e G u ard  until Stand 
D ow n in 1945. T h is  service gave him  the D efence 
M edal to add to his 19 14  Star and clasp, British 
W ar M edal, Victory' M edal and the L o n g  Service 
and G o o d  C o n d u ct M edal he already had. For 
m any years, Bob attended every regim ental 
function and parade, recording num erous inci- 
debts w ith  his cam era. H e was a keen am ateur 
photographer and developer w ith an instinct for 
popping up at the right m om ent to record an

interesting m om ent for posterity. T h is  kind man 
w ill be missed by m any o f his contem poraries who 
enjoyed his nice com pany as w ell as his subtle 
sense o f hum our.

P a r k e r — O n  January 2 5 , 1 9 7 6 , in hospital, Sybil 
M argaret (Peg), w ife o f  L t  C o l F. G ordon 
Parker.

P e a k e — O n January' 1, 1976, ex-D ru m m er Charles 
A lgernon Peake (TF/2647) aged 80 years. Charles 
Peake, whose hom e in 1914 was in Bow es Par{*j^ 
enlisted into the 2/7th (T F )  on its form ation o w P  
S eptem ber 5, 1914, the day after it opened for 
recruiting. Enlisting at H ornsey, he com pleted his 
training at Barnet and Egham  in W indsor G reat 
Park where there were only 50 rifles to be shared 
b y the recruits! H e sailed w ith the battalion for 
G ibraltar on the ‘ G ran tilly  C astle ’ on February 1,
1915, reaching T h e  R ock on February 7, where the 
battalion relieved the i/7th Bn en-route 
France. In A ugust 1915 he landed at A lex an d riaJ ^ 1 
m oving on to the C itadel, Cairo. In D ecem ber he 
was at M ersa M atruh, m oving on to Solium  
during the cam paign against Serussi. O n M a y  8,
1916, he em barked for France on the Saxonia, 
being cam ped at L a Valente a day before A lbuhera 
D ay. From  L a Valente he entrained for Rouen, 
where to his and his com rades dism ay the Battalion 
was disbanded, the lucky ones being posted to the 
1/7th Bn w hilst other were posted to other T e rr i­
torial units recruited from  the M etropolis. C harlie 
was posted to the 9th (C ounty o f  London) Bn, T h e  
London R egt (Queen V ictoria Rifles) in July 1916, 
being given the regim ental num ber 393816 and 
jo in in g the unit on the Som m e. H e remained w ith 
this unit until the T erritoria l Force was disem ­
bodied at the end o f the war. A  m em ber o f  the M ill 
H ill Branch o f  the D ie-H ards C lu b , he was a 
regular attender at all cerem onies and m eetings 
until ill-health prevented him  leaving his home.

P r o c t o r — O n D ecem ber 23, 1975, Brig N eville  
Phillips Proctor, c b e , m c , aged 81. N eville  Proctor 
was born in K ensington, the son o f C o l A . H. 
Proctor, j p . H e was educated at M arlb o ro u gl^ ^  
C ollege and at K eble  C ollege, O xford , where h ® r 
graduated as b a . H e was also a m em ber o f the 
R egular R u gb y and C ricket teams at M arlborough. 
T h e  outbreak o f war in A u gu st 1914 saw an ex­
pansion o f ou r T erritoria l Force, causing the for­
m ation o f a second battalion to ou r 10th (T F )  Bn in 
S eptem ber 1914, one o f the new ly com m issioned 
you n g officers being N eville  P roctor whose com ­
mission as 2L t, was dated Septem ber 18, 1914. 
W ith  this battalion he served in G allipo li from 
A u gu st 8, 1915, until C hristm as D a y  o f that year.
In 1916 the Egyptian Expeditionary Force form ed 
ready for the cam paign against the T u rk s  in 
Palestine. N eville  P roctor took to the field again 
in M arch  1916 and on A u gu st 29, 1916, w a s ^ fe  
pointed T  C aptain. H e continued to serve w ith^ ro 
Battalion being w ounded and aw arded the M ilitary 
C ross for his gallantry on N o vem b er 11 , 1917, at 
the T h ird  Battle o f G aza when this citadel fell to 
the victorious British Forces. In F eb ruary 1918,
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he was seconded to the 21st Punjabis w ith  whom  
he served until the last day o f O ctober, w hen he 
le ft Palestine for hom e. Posted to the 1st Bn in
1919, he resum ed the rank o f  L ieutenant and was 
appointed A djutant o f the Battalion on M arch  18,
1920, holding this appointm ent until M arch  16, 
1923. D u rin g his term  o f office, he had been pro­
m oted Captain on A pril 1, 1921, and had also 
w ritten and published a short account o f the 
Battalions activities in G erm any, Silesia, D over, 
Ireland and Aldershot. From  M arch  1, 1924, to 
January 23, 1927, he was A djutant to the 9th Bn

•(T A )  rejoining the 1st Bn and serving w ith  it in 
C hina from  January 29, 1927, until O ctober 15, 
1927, w hen it was part o f  the Shanghai D efence 
Force. H e then joined the 2nd Bn in India and 
appointed A djutant A u gu st 3, 1929, serving in this 
office in India, Sudan and C olchester, relinquish­
ing it on A u gu st 2, 1932. A ppointed M ajor (Brevet) 
on January 1, 1934, he becam e the first C om ­
m andant o f T h e  R ecruit Physical D evelopm ent

•  D epot, turning undeveloped but w illing youngsters 
into physically fit and keen young soldiers. D u ring 
his period as Com m andant he was appointed 
Brevet L ieutenant C olonel on July 1, 1938. In A pril 
1939 he was transferred to the South Lancashire 
R egt and served w ith the B E F  from  O ctober 1939 
until February 1940, when he was appointed to 
com m and the 2nd Bn South Lancashire Regt. On 
M arch  21, 1941, he was appointed A/Brigadier and 
and as Brigade C om m ander served in Iceland until 
A u gu st 20, 1942. H is periods o f Com m and as 
Brigade C om m ander were as follow s: 146 In f Bde 
31.4.41 to 2 1.1 .4 4 ; 164 In f Bde 11.2 .44 to 9-8.44; 
209 In f Bde 10.8.44 to 3°-8-44; and 135 In f Bde
1.9.44 to 13-2.45- 

From  February 2, 1945, to D ecem ber 19, 1945, 
he was D epu ty  C om m ander o f 45th D iv. In 1944 
he was created a C om m ander o f T h e  M ost 
E xcellent O rd er o f the British Em pire. In M arch 
1946 he was em ployed w ith  the R oyal W est 
A frican  Frontier Force and com m anded Sierra 
Leone and G am bia D istrict from  M arch  28, 1946, 
until February 20, 1949, w hen he returned to the 
U K  and retired from  the service on retired pay 
June 18, 1949. O n leaving the service he became

•  G eneral M anager o f Securicor L td  and, on 
resigning, interested h im self in Y o u th  movem ents 
w ith  H ants Association o f  B oys C lu b s  and later 
w ith  H ants Association o f  m ixed clubs and Girls 
C lub s. A fter retirem ent he was a w ell-know n and 
popular resident o f Fleet. A  M em orial Service 
was held at A ll Saints C h u rch , Fleet, H ants, on 
January 27, 1976. T h e  follow ing m em bers o f the 
Regim ent attended, M aj G en S ir John W illoughby, 
k b e , c b ; M aj G en  G . P. L . W eston, c b , c b e , d s o ; 

L t  C o l and M rs J. R . B. W orton, M rs Norm an 
C la yd en ; M aj G . C . D aw son; M aj J. I. D . Pike, 
m c ; and M aj A . E . F . W aldron, m b e .

E g b e rts — O n A p ril 28, 1976, L t  C o l W illiam  Lew is 
^Proberts, o b e , m c , aged 84 years. H e was com ­

m issioned into the R egim ent on N o vem b er 12, 
1915, and retired A p ril 14, 1934. H e was recalled 
for service in 1939 and was granted the H onorary 
rank o f L ieutenant C olonel on A u gu st 27, 1945. 
T h e  funeral was private, no letters or flowers.

W a l d e n — O n  January 17, 1976, C o l Frank W alden, 
m b e , d l , aged 76 years. A n  appreciation o f C o l 
‘ Fan n y’ w ritten b y  a serior officer o f the R egim ent 
w ith  whom  he served at hom e and abroad w ill be 
found in the N ew sletter. T h is  contribution gives 
b rief details o f his m ilitary services. Frank W alden 
was born at H en ley-on -T h am es w hich gave him  
a love o f the river and its sports w hich remained 
w ith  him  all his life. A fter serving as a G entlem an 
C adet, Royal M ilitary  C ollege, he was appointed 
to a R egular C om m ission as Second Lieutenant in 
T h e  M idd lesex R egt, A u gu st 21, 1918. H e joined 
the B E F  in France on O ctob er 27, 1918. T h is  
period until the signing o f  the A rm istice on 
N o vem b er 11, caused him  to declare that he was 
aw arded a m edal for every w eek o f  his w ar service 
in W o rld  W ar I. T h re e  days after the A rm istice 
he joined the 24th (Sportsm an’s) Bn T h e  R oyal 
Fusiliers to w hich he stayed until he was appointed 
Assistant A djutant on January 3, 1919, holding 
this appointm ent until jo in ing the 5th (Reserve) Bn 
T h e  M iddlesex R egt at C lipston e C am p  on 
July 14, 1919. Joining the 1st Bn, A u gu st 15, 1919, 
he was prom oted Lieutenant on February 21, 1920, 
and w ith  the Battalion joined the British A rm y  o f 
the R hine on M arch  16, 1921, until returning to 
the U K  on A p ril 23, 1923. O n A u gu st 21 follow ing, 
he was seconded for service w ith  the Iraq Levies 
w ith  whom  he served until the last day o f M arch  
1926. T h e  next day he em barked for India to 

jo in  the 2nd Bn in A hm ednagar and appointed 
A djutant on A u gu st 3, holding this appointm ent 
until the same date in 1929. O n February 15, 1930, 
he returned to the U K  and was posted to M ill H ill 
as a m em ber o f  the D epo t S taff until rejoining the 
2nd Bn on the same date in 1932. H e was prom oted 
T em p orary  C aptain in the T erritoria l A rm y and 
seconded for service as A djutant to the 7th  Bn 
(T A )  on Septem ber 1, 1932, being prom oted 
Captain on the Regular L ist, A p ril 4, 1934. 
R ejoining the Regular establishm ent on N ovem ber 
25, 1936, he was posted to the 1st Bn then serving 
in Singapore on February 5, 1937, and w ith  them  
m oved to H ong K o n g  on A u gu st 20 that year. 
A ppointed A djutant O ctob er 24, 1937, and
prom oted M ajor A u gu st 8, 1938. H e returned to 
the U K  on O ctober 8, 1939, and posted to the 
M achine G u n  T ra in in g  C entre. Joining the 1st 
Bn K ensington R egt (part o f  the M idd lesex Regt) 
on M arch  4, 1940, as 2 IC  he join ed  the B E F  in 
France a m onth later, being evacuated w ith  the 
rem nants o f this battalion on June 13, 1940. 
Posted as C om m anding O fficer o f  the 2,'8th Bn, 
he continued in com m and when the Battalion was 
reconstituted as the 1st B n o f the R egt on M a y  28, 
1942, to take the place o f  the old 1st Bn lost in 
H ong K o n g. H e was appointed U m pire G rad e ‘A ’ 
Eastern Com m and on M arch  11 , 1944, retaining 
this appointm ent until jo in in g 51st H ighland D iv  
as G S O i  (Liaison) on M a y  5, 1944, em barking 
w ith  this D ivision  for N o rth -W est E urope on 
June 3, 1944. R etu rning to the U K  on  O ctob er 1 
he w as posted as C h ie f Instructor and 2 IC  Sm all 
A rm s School and the Infantry H eavy W eapons 
School, N etheravon, and w hilst holding this 
appointm ent was prom oted L ieutenant C olonel in 
June 2, 1945. having been T /L ieu ten an t C olonel 
since January 24, 1941. O n  term ination o f  his
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em ploym ent as C h ie f  Instructor he was posted to 
the 2nd B n in Palestine as C om m anding O fficer 
on A p ril i i , 1947. A ppointed  T em p orary  Colonel 
January 25, 1948, he w as on  the same date ap­
pointed 2 IC  10th In f Bde British G roups, G reece. 
T w o  m onths later, on A p ril 4, 1948, he was 
appointed to C om m and Rafah Su b -D istrict, 
E gypt, and appointed T em p ora ry  Brigadier on 
June 4, 1948. H old in g the same rank, he was 
appointed Tem porary- C om m ander o f  3rd Inf 
Bde, E gypt, relinquishing this rank when appointed 
D D P L , H Q  British T ro o p s  in E gyp t in O ctober 
1948. R eturning to the U K  on M arch  3, 1950, ke 
was appointed Com m andant, A rab  T rain in g 
C entre, Jordan, on M a y  12, 1950, and continued 
to serve w ith  the Jordan Forces on his retirem ent 
on January- 1, 1953, until 1956, and for his services 
was aw arded the Jordanian O rder o f  Instiklal, 
the personal aw ard o f K in g  H ussein. B ut for the 
change in Jordanian policy he was earm arked to 
becom e successor to G lu b  Pasha. H is appointm ents 
as A djutant gave him  the record o f  holding this 
office for longer than any other officer in the 
R egim ent in the m odem  form ation. O n  return to 
E ngland he was for a short period em ployed as

officer IC  M arried Quarters in the London 
D istrict, until em ployed as R O II at R H Q  and as 
Secretary- o f  the M iddlesex R egim ental Association. 
C o l W alden was appointed a D epu ty  Lieutenant 
o f  the C o u n ty  o f  M idd lesex in 1963 and was 
gazetted as a M em b er o f  the M ost Excellent Order 
o f the British Em pire in the N ew  Y e a r  H onours 
List, January' 1, 1971.

W h i t c o m b e — O n February 12, 1976, ex -W 0 2
(C S M ) A lb ert Ernest W hitcom be, m b e , aged 77 
years. H e enlisted in the R egim ent on A p ril 13, 
1921, and served until O ctober 25, 1952. H e served** 
w ith  the 1 st and 2nd Bns and was in 1937 Ps!® ^ 
to ‘B ’ C o y  7th Bn. D u rin g the 1939-45 w ar he 
served w ith  the 7th Bn in the desert campaign.
H e was a very popular m em ber o f  the Regim ent 
and know n to all as ‘D o c ’. A fter leaving the 
service he becam e caretaker o f  the D rill H all at 
Enfield but had to leave when the D rill Hall 
closed down.

H e was in possession o f the follow ing m edals -̂ *  
M B E , 1939-45 Star, Italy Star, A frica  S tar,^ ^  
D efence M edal, W ar M edal 1939-45, L ong 
S ervice and G ood C on duct M edal.

P r in te d  in  E n g la n d  

b y  F . J .  P a rs o n s  L im ite d  

N e w s p a p e r  H o u s e , G re a t  N e w  S t re e t , L o n d o n  E C 4 P  4 E R . 

a n d  H a s t in g s


