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Regimental Memorial in St. Paul’s Cathedral

Since the appeal for kneelers hassocks for our 
Regim ental Chapel in S t P aul’ s Cathedral was 
launched in the M arch  issue o f The Die-H ards News­
letter donations from  the follow ing have been received 
at the time o f going to press (M ay 28) and most 
gratefu lly  ackn o w led ged:

S q n -L d r  J. M . A b ell, M rs W . P. M . A llen , M aj P. B. A llott, 
M r R. E. A m bler, M r W . G . A tkins, C ap t K . YV. A ttiill.

M r A. B ailey, M rs M . B. B aldw in , L t  G . R. Barr, M r G . W . 
Barrett, M r T .  A . Barton, M rs Flora M . B echet, M r T .  R. 
Bennett. M aj K . R. M c K . B iggs, M r  F . E . B irdsall, C ap t H. B. 
Birdw ood, M i A . T .  Brow n, M r A . W . J. Brow n. M r R. YV. 
Brow n, M aj E. M . B ruce, M rs Blake Budden, C ap t L . J. B uddie. 
C ol I. R. Burrows.

M rs I. F. C am pbell, C ap t and M rs T .  F. G . Carless, C ap t 
A H ; C arter, L t-C o l T .  YV. C hattey, M aj J. G . C hiverall, M r 
^ P Y V .  C hu rch, M rs Iv y  C larke, C ol and M rs A . S . J. de S . 

T H ayton, M rs J. H . C low es. M r T .  G . C oghlan, M r E. J. C ollier, 
M rs M . A . C ondron, M r P. C . C onnor, M r F. Cook, M r C . J. 
C ox , C ol and M rs M . C raw ford, C ap t G . D . C ripp s, M r YV. J. 
Crum p.

Capt E. F. Dark, C anon YYT. H . S . D avies, L t  J. P. A . D ay, 
C ap t Yr. W . D enny, M aj P. D onovan. L t-C o l D . F.. D ow len.

M rs F. H . E lse, M aj R. A . Elson, M rs D . A . Ellis. C ol YV. D . 
Ellis.

C ap t G . H. W . Flatau, L t-C o l G . L . Fox, I P G . R. Fulton. 
M r YV. J. G ilyatt, M r  C . H. G o ff, C ap t A . I. F. G o ldm an , 

M aj K . G oodacre, L t  E. C . G rah am , C o l H . YV. YV. G ray , 
B rig A . E. G reen, M rs R u th  R ow e G reen, M r H . C . G riffiths, 
B rig  R. A . G w yn.

M rs R. H adley, M rs K . M . H edgecoe, L t-C o l A . D . H en d er­
son, M r T .  YV. J. H ennessey, L t-C o l A . S . H ew son, L t-C o l 
J. M . H ewson, T h e  M isses H eyw ood, M r G . C . H iggins, M r 
J. D. H ills, Hom e Postal & C C  D epot, R E . M aj L . T .  Honevbun, 
M iss P. Hudson, L t-C o l R. D. H utchings.

M ^ f i .H .  Inncs-Irons.
\  A . Jacob, M r A . H. Jacobs, M rs H. J. Jennings, M rs

M . Jones, L t-C o l A . R. Joyce, C ap t R. D. Jupp.
M aj G . YV. K em pster, L t-C o l E. C . K end all-S ad ler, M r. 

N . YY'. H. K erley, M r T .  YV. K n ight, M r  YV. K n ight, M iss V . J. 
Know les.

M rs J. N . Lam ont, M rs F. A . L . Law ren ce, M iss F. M . 
Lem priere, L t-C o l M . F. Leonard, Prebendary G . A . Lew is- 
L lo yd , M aj I. M . E. L loyd , M r S. L . L lo yd , M r YV. E. Lockyer, 
L ondon Borough o f  Enfield, L ondon Borough o f  H aringey, 
L ondon Borough o f  Harrow, London Borough o f  H ounslow , 
M r YV. H . L o v ell, M aj T .  R. L o w . M r R. K . Low e.

M rs J. K . M aitland, M r P M aloney, C ol A . M . M an, M aj- 
G en  and M rs C . M . M . M an, C ol B. H. M arciandi. M aj D . J. 
M argand, M aj H. N . M e L . M artin , M rs M . G . M artin, M id d le ­
sex Regim ental Association (proceeds o f  collection and raffle 
at Annual Reunion), M ill Hill Branch D ie-H ards C lu b , M ill 
Hill School, M r and M rs F. E. M olz, C ol H. J. A . M oore, L t A. 
M orden, M rs H . A . D . M urray.

M r A . H . N aulder, M rs H. A . N eal, C ap t N . T .  N eal, M rs 
E. E. N ewm an, M rs YV. C . N ew ton, C ol D. C . L . N olda, N orth - 
YY'est Sector L ondon A rm y  C ad et Force, M iss U na N unn.

R ev  P. L . Pearce G ou ld , M aj and M rs A . E. Peasley, M a j 
D . G . Peckham . M aj F. YV. Pem berton, M rs G . H. C . P enny- 
cook. L t  J. M . Phillips. M aj J. I. D. Pike, M rs F. G . Poole, 
Princess Lo u ise ’s K ensington Regim ental Association, Brig. 
N . P. Procter.

R ev  T eren ce  Q uinlan.
M aj B. S t G . A . Reed, C ol J. G . E. R eid , L t-C o l YV. L . 

Roberts, Royal H ong K o n g  R egim ent (Volunteers) Association.
M aj C . E. E. Scott, L t-C o l E. P. Shanks, M rs H enry Sherw ood, 

M r G . J. Sm ith , L t-C o l D uncan  Stew art, C ol M . H. Sum m ers, 
M rs A . M . B. Swanston.

L a d y  T em p lar-Sm ith , C o l D . R. YV. T h o m as, M rs A . M . 
T o y e , L t-C o l E. N . T revor.

M r YV. H. L^nwin, M r W . B. U re.
C ap t YV. N . Vare.
C ol and M rs F. YValden, C ap t C . E. YY'atson-Taylor, L t - C o l  

G . YY'. YY'ebber, M rs A . G . YY'ebster (daughter o f  thé late L t- C o l  
D . B. YY atson) M rs A . Y'. YY’eller, M aj S . C . YV. YY'eller, M r A . R . 
YYhinney, M r R. I,. YY'ilde, M aj W  YVilliams, M a j-G e n  S ir John 
YY^illoughby, M r S . R. YY'oolner.

M a j D . M . W . You ng.

A t the tim e o f going to press the total o f donations, 
etc., received am ounts to £1,314-42.
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OUR NEW DEPUTY COLONEL

O n com pleting on M ay 12, 1975, h*s five-year 
appointm ent as D e p u ty  Colonel (M iddlesex) T h e  
Q u een ’s Regim ent, C ol A . S. J. de S . C layton, o b e , 
d l ,  has been succeeded b y  C o l J. N . Shipster, 
CBE, DSO, who is w ell know n particularly to the 
younger generation o f  D ie-H ards since he was com ­
m anding our 1 st Battalion when the am algm ation 
o f  Regim ents took place and it becam e 4th Battalion 
T h e  Q ueen 's Regim ent. H e is currently C om m an­
dant o f the D efence N uclear, Biological and C hem ical 
School at W interbourne G unner in W iltshire. H ow ­
ever, C ol C layton  w ill continue at present to serve 
in the appointm ent o f President o f our Regim ental 
A ssociation and o f ou r O fficers’ C lub .

T h e  decision to split these previously tw inned ap­
pointm ents m ay com e as a surprise to m any D ie- 
hards b ut it was only reached after very considerable 
thought and the desire to spread the load to the bene­
fit o f  T h e  Q u een ’s R egim ent and our Association. 
F ew  people can be aware o f the m any responsibilities, 
the travel and the tim e required if  these appoint­
m ents are to be carried out in the m anner intended.

T h e  D epu ty  C olonel w ill be the link between our 
Association and T h e  Q u een ’s Regim ent. T h is  is a 
jo b  for w hich C ol Shipster is w ell suited since, as 
stated above, he has com m anded both our 1st 
Battalion and 4th Battalion T h e  Q ueen ’ s Regim ent.

W e thank C ol A ym ar C layton  for all he has done 
as D epu ty  Colonel and we are pleased that he has 
agreed to continue for the present as our President. 
W e also w elcom e C ol John Shipster; w e w ish him 
w ell in his new  appointm ent and w e offer him our 
unstinted support in his endeavours.

F O R T H C O M IN G  E V E N T S

D ate Event
Saturday,

July 5 M ilitary  M usical Pageant, W em b ­
ley.

W ednesday,
July 16 Officers C lu b  Annual D inner at

U nited Service and Royal A ero 
C lub , Pall M all, London, S W i.

Sunday,
July 20 Parade on H orse G uards o f Belgian

O C A  in G reat Britain.
T h ursday,

A ugust 21 to Pilgrim age to M ons for ceremonies
Sunday, in connection w ith  the 61st anni-

A ugust 24 versary o f the Battle o f M ons.

W ednesday,
A ugust 27 Party to G rand Concert, K neller 

Hall.
Sunday,

A ugust 31 Party to John Player League M atch
at L o rd ’s— M iddlesex v  S u sse^ B

Friday,
Septem ber 5 Q ueen ’s Regiments G o lf  M eeting 

at A rm y G o lf  C lub , Aldershot.
Friday,

Septem ber 12 Q ueen ’s Regiment Officers C lub  
D inner at C laridges Hotel, Brook 
Street, London, W .i.

Friday,
O ctober 3 2 7th Battalion ( i 939~45) D inner

at V ictory ex-Services C lub, 
Seym our Street, London, W 2

W ednesday,
O ctober 8 A utum n G o lf  M eeting at N orth

H ants G o lf  C lub , Fleet.
Sunday,

O ctober 26 Attendance at C hurch  Parade,
Royal H ospital, Chelsea.

RECRUITING—THE QUEEN’S 

REGIMENT

L t-C o l M . R. M . N ew all, C om m anding 2nd 
Battalion T h e  Q u een ’s R egim ent, is organising a 
recruiting drive to obtain 100 recruits to take w ith  the 
Battalion to Belise in the C aribbean next O ctober.

I f  you  know  o f  any you n g m an w ho wants an 
active and interesting career in w hat is now our 
C o u n ty  R egim ent please forw ard his name and 
address to M aj P. H. C ourtenay, R egim ental H ead­
quarters, T h e  Q u een ’s R egim ent, H ow e Barracks, 
C anterb ury, Kent.

F R E E  N E W S L E T T E R S

T h e  Editor thanks M r W . G . Atkins, M rs Flora M . 
Bechet, M r C . T .  Bull, C apt T . F. G . Carless, m c , 
A ir  J. C . C lark, C apt G . D . C ripps, M r  E . J. Colli«^^^ 
C apt S. le M . Enthoven, M r J. D . H ills, M r 9  
K n igh t, M aj I. A l. E. L loyd, A ir  W . E. Lockyer, 
M r  P. M aloney, W O 2  W . M edland, L t-C o l W . L . 
Roberts, obe , m c , M rs D . A . Sim s (née A liss N ellie 
C lark) and M aj S. C . W . W eller, m be , m m , for their 
generosity in paying extra subscriptions so that free 
copies o f The Die-Hards Newsletter can be sent to 
deserving O ld Com rades.

Parsons
and

Printing

Over a C en tu ry-o ld  Partnersh ip  . . .
L ik e  th e  Serv ices, w e h av e  a  tra d itio n  to  u p h o ld , a t  th e  sam e  tim e ta k in g  a ^  
v an tag e  o f  scien tific  p ro g ress  in th is  age o f  m ec h a n isa tio n , yet m a i n t a i n i ^ k  
th ro u g h  a specia l d e p a r tm e n t,  a  p e rso n a l a n d  h e lp fu l l in k  w ith  o u r c u s t o m e ^  
w h o m  we a re  ever w illing to  ad v ise  a n d  assis t in th e  p ro d u c tio n  o f  th e ir  jo u rn a ls

F I n i n o n n o  I T n  Newspaper House, 8-16 G reat New Street, Lon-J rAKoUNo LIU don E C 4P 4ER . Telephone 01-353 1030. W orks
. V .  v w  V  at Hastings and Folkestone.
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REGIMENTAL MUSEUM

Curator : M ajor R. W. jf. Sm ith, M B E , T A V R  Centre, Deansbrook R d ., Edgware, M iddx.

T h e  follow ing are recent acquisitions for the 
m u seu m :

M edals o f R S M  H . Anderson, mc 
M edals o f Sgt jf. W. Judd, DCM 

0 ^ ' Medals of Sgt G . T. Welborn, d c m , m m

Medals of R S M  H . Anderson, m c

T h is  group o f m edals consists o f the M ilitary  Cross, 
1914 Star and clasp, British W ar M edal, V ictory 
M edal, D efence M edal 1939-45 and the L ong 
Service and G ood  C on duct M edal. Jock Anderson 
was t|ie ideal figurehead o f an infantry battalion 
settling dow n to peace-tim e soldiering after the 
devastating four years o f war from  19 14-18 , a man of 
”Aiom it can be said, sans peur et sans reproche. Re- 

(^® ;m bered by m any as the R SA I o f the 1st Battalion 
Trom 1919, he was from  his enlistm ent until 1919 a 
popular m em ber o f the 2nd Battalion. N o t only a 
sm art and efficient N C O , he was also an outstanding 
sportsm an. H e was captain o f the battalion football 
team when they were w inners o f the Bordon Alilitary 
League, 1st D ivision, in the season o f 1 9 11-12 . By 
this tim e he was sergeant w earing the skill-at-arm s 
badges o f a m arksman and ju d ge o f distance. He 
served in Portsm outh, C hannel Islands, Bordon, also 
in London when his was one o f  the battalions en­
cam ped in H yde Park during the railway strike in 
A u gu st 19 11. T w o  years later in Septem ber 19 13 he 
em barked on H T  ‘Sou d an ’ when the 2nd Battalion 
began their overseas tour at M alta ; he had by then 
jo in ed  the ranks o f the Benedicts having been married 
a m onth previous to sailing. O n the introduction of 
the rank o f C om pany Sergeant M ajor in O ctober 
19 13, he was one o f the N C O s  chosen for this new- 
rank and, indeed the only sergeant so appointed; the 
rem ainder already held the rank o f C olour-Sergeant. 
W hen w ar was declared in 19 14, the battalion re­
turned to England, was fu lly  m obilised and joined the 
B E F  in France and Flanders on N ovem ber 5, 19 14, 
w ith  23rd Infantry Brigade, 8th D ivision. In 1915 

rank o f C S M  was upgraded to that o f W arrant 
cer Class 2 and the badge o f rank to be a crown 

w orn on the cuff. T h e  W arrant o f  H enry Anderson is 
dated January 29, 1915, the date o f  institution. T h e  
Battle o f N eu ve C hapelle, M arch  10, 1915, saw 
the battalion fight w ith  distinction w’ith the result 
that Field-A larshal S ir John French, Com m ander- 
in -C h ief, visited the battalion to congratulate the 
survivors on their gallantry. It was at the Battle of 
the Aisne in 19J8, that R S M  Anderson w on the 
A lilitary Cross. M ay 27 saw the terrific barrage from 
the G erm an guns, a rain o f  steel falling on our posi­
tions, described by a survivor as being like a descent 
into H ell. T h e  six days M ay 27 to June 2 saw, once 
aga j^ ^ h e battalion decim ated. V alour was abundant, 
every man w hatever his rank or em ploym ent, fight­
ing like the fabled Vikings seeking Valhalla.

2/Lt Pothill and R S M  A nderson on M a y  29 
reinforced the line w ith 70 m en from  the L ew is G u n  
and G as School and the C orps Signalling School;

these L ew is  G unners had been w ithdraw n for training 
upon the advice that no hostile attack need be ex ­
pected ! A lso  used as reinforcem ents w ere the 
drum m ers and pipers. T h e  end o f  the battle saw- only 
ninety-tw o other ranks o f  the battalion to help form 
the single com pany that could be form ed from  the 
rem nants o f  the 23rd Brigade, consisting o f 2nd 
D evon, 2nd W . Y orksh ire and 2nd M idd lesex (the 
casualties o f the 2nd Battalion in this w ar w ere not 
only the highest o f all in the regim ent, it also had the 
highest num ber o f fatal casualties). T h e  citation for 
the award o f the A lilitary C ross read ‘ for gallantry 
and devotion to duty between the Aisne and M arne 
A lay 27— June 2 1918 ’ . In a testim onial, his C o m ­
m anding Officer said ‘ H e possesses all the qualifica­
tions o f an exceedingly fine RSAI. In action he has 
invariably displayed exceptional ga lla n try ; he has 
also proved h im self a sm art and thoroughly efficient 
soldier w ith  splendid pow ers o f discipline. A t  all 
tim es he has been m ost reliable and has largely con­
tributed to the good w orking o f the Battalion and the 
preservation o f the spirit o f the 7 7 th ’ . T h ere  is m uch 
more in the same vein in the testim onial. He had been 
A /R S M  from  January 1918, rem aining w ith  it until 
the Post Bellum  A rm y was form ed, he then join ing 
the 1st Battalion at the insistence o f  L t-C o l J. H. 
H all, CMG, d so , that m artinet who held such high 
standards that on ly  the very best w ere given • 
positions o f  responsibility in his com m and. H e knew 
the w orth o f Jock Anderson and chose him  to m ould 
a good battalion. In N ovem ber 1919, R SA I Anderson 
was sum m oned to attend at Buckingham  Palace to 
receive the A lilitary C ross from  H M  T h e  K in g. T h e  
1 st Battalion responded to the upright in build and 
conduct o f their R S M , his m ilitary bearing im pressing 
the recruits, pleasing the old soldiers, and eliciting 
adm iration from  the civilian population, m any of 
whom  had served in the forces during the late war. 
W hen the battalion w ere at C ologne in 1920 and 
entered the B oxing tournam ent The Cologne Post 
drew particular attention to the sm art appearance 
o f the 1st Battalion com petitors on their first ap­
pearance in the com m and and recom m ended other 
units to follow  suit. A  keen sportsm an h im self the 
R SAI w ould tolerate no slap-dash or scruffy turn-out 
b y  com petitors. W hen substantive ranks w ere 
granted to W arrant Officers w ho had been holding 
acting ranks throughout the war, R SA I Anderson was 
am ongst those bearing the earliest date, that o f 
W arrant O fficer C lass I dated M a y  1, 1920. H e 
remained w ith  the 1st Battalion until 1926, when he 
retired to pension, taking up em ploym ent w ith  the 
W ar D epartm ent C onstabulary, in w hich  force he 
was an Inspector during the war o f 1939-45, tHis 
detail being inscribed on the D efence M edal. T h e  
m edals o f W orld W ar I have the regim ental num ber 
L  9108 on the rim  w hilst the L o n g  S ervice and G ood 
C onduct M edal bears the A rm y N u m b er 6188555.

Presented by his son M a j H . C . L . Anderson,
FRICS, AMB1M.
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Medals o f Sgt J .  H’ . Ju d d , D CM

T h e  m edals o f the late S g t John W alter Judd 
(L  7428) are the D istinguished C on duct M edal, the 
Q u een ’s S outh A frica  M edal, the 19 14 -15  Star, 
British W a r M edal, V icto ry  M edal and the L ong 
S ervice and G o o d  C on d u ct M edal. John Judd en­
listed into the regim ent on S t G eo rge ’s D ay 1901, 
and was posted to the new ly-form ed 3rd Battalion as 
soon as he had com pleted his recruit training at the 
D epo t, then at H ounslow . Rem aining w ith  the 3rd 
Battalion, he served in S t Helena as guard to the 
B oer prisoners, for w hich service he was awarded 
the Q u een ’s S outh A frica  M edal without clasp and on 
w hich  his rank is shown as L ance-C orporal. H e later 
served in S outh A frica, N orth C hina, Singapore and 
India, being a m em ber o f ‘H ’ C oy on whose roll he 
is shown on M ay D ay, 1906, and in M arch  1911. 
R etu rning hom e from  India in D ecem ber 1914, in 
preparation for m obilising on the four-com pany 
system , then the establishm ent for H om e units, he 
jo in ed  the B E F  in France w ith  the battalion in 
January 1915, by w hich tim e he w as w earing the 
three stripes o f  the rank o f  sergeant. O n  recovery 
from  wounds, he found his old battalion had m oved 
to the Balkans causing him  to join  the 4th Battalion 
where he found a num ber o f com rades who had 
served w ith  him  in his old battalion. It was during 
the b loody battles o f 19 17 that the continued gallant- 
try  o f S g t Judd gained him  the D istinguished C o n ­
d uct M edal w hich was published in The London 
G azette  o f  January 1, 1918. In 1919 he received his 
three w ar m edals, p lus the L o n g  Service and G ood 
C on d u ct M edal. O n the term ination o f his tw enty-one 
years’ service he retired to pension on D ecem ber 9, 
1922, livin g to enjoy this until his death from  bron- 
chal pneum onia, on A p ril 2, 1956.

Presented by his widow, M rs J .  W. Judd.

M edals o f S gt G . T. Welborn, d c m , m m

T h is  group o f m edals is one o f the m ost interesting 
in ou r regim ental collection. T h e  m edals are the 
D istinguished C on d u ct M edal, the M ilitary  M edal, 
the 1914 Star and clasp, British W ar M edal, V ictory 
M edal, 1939-45 Star, D efence M edal 1939-45 and 
the E fficiency M edal w ith  ‘M ilitia ’ clasp. G eorge 
T h om as W elb orn  was a m em ber o f the Special 
R eserve, the nam e o f the old M ilitia  w hich was 
changed under the H aldane Reform s in 1908. T h e  
task o f  the special reserve was to furnish drafts for the 
regular units. A fter the F irst G reat W ar, the title o f 
M ilitia  was revived, in name only, and was eventually 
m erged into the T erritoria l A rm y. O n declaration of 
war in A u gu st 1914, G eorge W elborn, then a m em ­
b er o f the A rm y O rdnance C orps (Special Reserve) 
was one o f the original E xpeditionary Force to land 
in France and m ove into F landers. In 1916 he opted 
to becom e a m em ber o f the R egular A rm y and was 
posted to the M idd lesex Regim ent w ith  the regi­
m ental num ber L  16589. E xperienced in war and 
the thunder o f  guns he was now  a soldier o f the line 
serving w ith  the 2nd Battalion.

In early M arch  1918, the G erm ans w ere preparing 
their offensive w hich th ey intended to be the last and 
victorious. T o  find out w hat was going on a num ber 
o f  raids w ere m ade by the 2nd Battalion on the 
enem y positions. O ne was m ade by tw o platoons on 
M arch  3, at T eal C ot w hich was very successful, 
m any G erm ans b eing killed and six brought back as

prisoners. A fter this action, L t-G e n  S ir  A ylm er 
H unter-W eston, the Com m ander of V III  A rm y 
C orps, sent a letter to L/cpl W elborn saying, ‘ I 
heartily congratulate you on the honour done you by 
H is M ajesty the K in g in aw arding you the M ilitary 
M edal for your gallant conduct on 3rd M arch  19 18 ’ . 
T w en ty-tw o days later, the G reat G erm an Offensive 
was in full flush w ith  the enem y crossing the Som m e. 
D efending the bridges at H applincourt, Brie and 
E terpigny was the task given to the 2nd Battalion, 
under the com m and of L t-C o l C . A . S. Page— ‘M ad 
Jack’ as he was fondly named b y his adm iring and 
trusting soldiers. T h e  25th o f M arch was a d^ ^ > f 
utm ost gallantry and obstinacy, far too long a i^ F y  
to chronicle here. A t  E terpigny, C apt A . M . T o ye , 
M C , was w inning the V ictoria Cross, the last to be 
awarded in the history o f our regim ent, and at the 
end o f the day he and nine m en only w ere the rem ­
nants o f ‘C ’ C om pany. A t Brie Bridge, two companies 
w ere subjected to the severest pressure both from 
frontal attacks and from the W est flank. From  7 a.m. 
until 6.45 p.m . they held on, until they received 
orders from  headquarters to w ithdraw. A t  the ei^t* 
o f the day, eleven platoons had perished, four of 
C om pany, three each o f ‘B ’ and ‘ D ’ Com panies ana 
one of ‘A ’ C om pany, in obedience to their orders to 
resist to the end. T h is  they had done and paid the u t­
m ost penalty. T h e  Parchm ent Certificate for G allan­
try  awarded b y  M aj-G en  Heneker to L  cpl W elborn, 
M M , read, ‘Lance-C orporal W elborn displayed ex­
ceptional initiative and exem plary courage. On 25th 
M arch at Brie Bridge, he took part in a counter­
attack w hich established itself on a hill previously 
held by the enem y. H e was largely instrum ental in 
keeping down the enem y’s fire and delaying their 
advance by his cool, skilful use o f  a telescopic 
sighted rifle. T h e  hill was thus denied to the enem y 
for five hours. T h is  N C O  w ho com m anded a section 
o f scouts showed an exam ple o f independent courage 
and daring w hich were above all praise throughout 
the 10 days fighting’ . T h e  ten days were from  M arch  
24 to A pril 2, 1918. It is m y firm conviction after 
reading current reports o f M arch 25, plus our regi­
mental histories, battalion war diary and the history 
o f the 8th D ivision that the 2nd Battalion were fight­
ing m ad. From  the gallant C O  to the latest joined, 
inexperienced Private soldier, all fought like heroes. 
T h e  Com m anding Officer with his servant (Pte 
Burgess) and Pte A llen covered the final w ith d r a w ^ ^  
with bursts o f rapid fire until, at the last k n o ck in g ^ ^  
L t-C o l Page sent o ff the two m en and then gave a 
farew ell five rounds rapid at the enem y after w hich 
he followed his soldiers. T h ree  m inutes later the 
G erm ans occupied the tren ch !!

T o  be chosen for recognition and com m endation 
at this stage o f  the w ar was indeed an accolade for 
L cp l W elborn. A  m onth later the battalion were, at 
Villiers-Bretanneux, still fighting like K ilken n y cats 
in a barrel. T h e  G erm ans had captured the village 
but it was im perative that it should not rem ain in 
possession o f the enem y as it was a com m anding 
position w hich had to be denied to them  to p i^ e n t  
the capture o f Am iens. T h e  G erm ans had t h r i n  
tanks, flam menwerfers and an overw helm ing mass of 
infantry causing 93% o f the 2nd Battalion to becom e 
casualties on the 24th. T h e  next day, a com posite 
force o f D evons, W . Y orkshires and M iddlesex, 
m ade a counter-attack to support other units o f the
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C orps. T h is  depleted, but courageous, remnant of 
the three battalions, beat o ff an attack by four tanks, 
plus flam m enwerfers, capturing and consolidating 
the position and taking m any prisoners, 6 trench 
m ortars and 30 m achine guns as booty. D u rin g the 
two days’ fighting, C apt Toy'e, v c ., m c , and Sergeant 
W elborn, M M , w ere am ong others wounded. T h e  
casualties o f the battalion were 13 officers and 530 
other ranks, only 42 survivors o f a battalion 585 
strong. The London G azette  published the award of 
the D istinguished C on duct M edal to L  16589, 
S gt G . T .  W elborn, m m , the citation reading ‘ For 
cj^^picuous gallantry and devotion to duty during an 
e f lK iy  attack. H e led his section w ith  great coolness 
through a heavy barrage in a counter-attack. T h ou gh  
wounded he remained at d uty and consolidated his 
position. H e behaved w ith  fine courage and deter­
m ination’ . T h ere  is no doubt about either his courage 
or determination. On M ay 27 the G erm ans launched 
the great attack now recorded as the 3rd Battle o f the 
A isne, the battalion at this tim e being at L a  V ille  aux 
Bois. T h e  British line was overwhelm ed by the 

^ e r m a n s  w ho had great superiority o f m en, machine- 
^ P m s  and artillery. A gain the battalion was decimated, 

2 officers and 21 other ranks only getting out o f the 
line. O ne o f those w ho was w ounded and made 
prisoner o f w ar was S gt W elborn. H e was to remain a 
prisoner for the follow ing six m onths o f the war 
returning hom e to receive a personal letter from 
H M  K in g  G eorge V  and to spend the C hristm as of 
1918 by his own fireside at his hom e in Y ork . In 
February 1924, he was honoured b y  the ancient C ity  
o f Y o rk  b y  being granted the H onorary Freedom  o f 
the City'. T h e  signature o f S gt W elborn on the Roll 
o f Freem an follow s im m ediately below  that o f 
Edw ard Prince o f W ales and A lb ert D u ke o f York. 
H is Sovereign had honoured him  w ith awards for his 
gallantry and now  his hom e tow n had also shown its 
appreciation to its fighting sons, choosing him as a 
representative.

C ontinuing his service in a volunteer capacity, his 
M iddlesex Regim ental num ber o f L  16589 was on 
the introduction in 1920 o f A rm y num bers changed 
to 6189284. T h is  num ber he retained when he trans­
ferred to the Royal A rm y Pay C orps (T A ) and is the 
num ber show n on his Efficiency M edal w ith  the far 
from common ‘M ilit ia ’ clasp. U nder the Arm ed 
T o rce s  A ct o f 1939, the regular, territorials and militia 

becam e one force as against the system  in 1914 
^ w hen there w ere Regular A rm y, Special Reserve, 

T erritoria l Force and G eneral Serivce. N o w  we were 
all in the same category as soldiers. W hen the 
G erm ans invaded N orw ay in A p ril 1940, the A llies 
prom ised support and British, French and Polish 
troops w ere landed. O ne o f the British contingent 
under the com m and o f M aj-G e n  P. J. M ackesy, the 
Com m ander o f the British N orth  W est Expeditionary' 
Force, was S gt W elborn, then a m em ber o f  the Royal 
A rm y Pay C orps. A s so often in the past the British 
Forces suffered from  lack o f equipm ent, also the 
best parts w ere in G erm an hands. D u e to the m enac- 
ing j ^  elopm ents in France, it was decided to evacu- 
ate 1̂ ^  A llied Forces, an operation carried out in 
early June 1940. Before the capitulation o f N orw ay, 
the Force assisted in the evacuation o f K in g  Haakon 
V I I  and the N orw egian Royal Fam ily, plus the 
m em bers o f the N orw egian governm ent to Britain. 
N o special cam paign stars w ere aw arded for the

operations in 1940 except the 1939-45 Star w hich 
covers the fighting in Belgium  and France as w ell as 
that in N orw ay. T h is  Star w as originally know n as the 
1939-40 S tar when authorised sim ultaneously w ith  
the A frica  Star, but conditions and nam e were 
changed at a later date. For his services during the 
Second W orld W ar, G eorge W elb orn ’s three medals 
are as enum erated in the opening paragraph above. 
T h e  Efficiency M edal with ‘M ilitia ’ m ount is the 
K in g  G eorge V I  pattern bearing the effigy o f the 
M onarch on the obverse and the legend ‘ F or Effi­
cient S erv ice ’ on the reverse. A n  oval m edal, it is sus­
pended from  a ribbon o f green w ith  narrow yellow  
edges and superseded the M ilitia  and Special 
Reserve L o n g  S ervice and G ood  C on d u ct M edals. 
D onated w ith the medals w ere the lapel badges o f the 
O ld  Contem ptibles Association, the D C M  League 
and the G u ild  o f Freem en o f Y o rk , the scroll o f the 
latter using the alternative spelling o f  ‘ G ild ’ . G eorge 
W elborn was a respected m em ber o f the com m unity 
w ho for m any years was em ployed in the statistics 
departm ent o f Row ntrees o f Y ork . A  staunch m em ber 
o f the Royal British L egion, he gave good advice to 
the young and arranged help for the needy. T h e  
m edals w ere given to the regim ental m useum  by his

Sgt. James C lark

The presentation of Sgt. Welborn’s medals by his 
widow Mrs. Dorothy Welborn.
From left to right— M aj. R. W. J . Sm ith, M B E ,  
Lt.-C ol. M . F . Leonard, O B E , Mrs. Dorothy Welborn, 
M aj. A . E. F . Waldron, M B E .

w idow  at a small intim ate cerem ony held in C laxton 
Hall, the hom e o f the G O C  N orth-E ast D istrict, 
M aj-G en  G . de E. C ollin , m c , w ith  L t-C o l M . F. 
Leonard now  Assistant Provost M arshal, N E  
D istrict, an officer w ho served in the regim ent for 
m any years, and M ajors Sm ith  and W aldron  from  
Edgw are, to represent the regim ent. T h is , I am sure, 
w ould have pleased the old D ie-H ard  w ho at b irth  
was W elborn and at his passing in 1961 had the 
satisfaction o f know ing our regim ent and ou r country' 
had been, by him , w ell served.

Presented by his widozv, M rs Dorothy Welborn.

It is intended to show  a selection o f skill-at-arm s 
badges obsolete and current, o f  both the regular 
arm y and the volunteer territorial forces. T h e  
curator w ould w elcom e the donation o f the follow ing: 
Battalion shot, W O s and Sgts Battalion shot, C pls 
and Ptes (both are in gold wire or w orsted); C om pany
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shot; NX O s ot best shooting platoon; rifle m arks­
man, M G  M arksm an; Battalion scout; sniper; judge 
o f  distance; rangefinder; P T  instructor; farrier; 
bandsm an (especially the original worsted pattern 
o f  a trophy ot m usical instrum ents); drum m er; 
service stars ot \ olunteers, etc, etc. A lso required 
is the C olour-S ergean t chevrons and crow n o f the 
reign o f  Q ueen Victoria and the subsequent 
m em orials. N o th in g w ill be considered dross, all as 
grist.

THE MIDDLESEX REGIMENT 

GOLFING SOCIETY

S p rin g  M e e t in g  1975

A  most enjoyable and successful m eeting was held 
on the course o f  the N orth  H ants G o lf  C lub , Fleet, 
on W ednesday, A p ril 30, 1975.

C onditions w ere ideal in the m orning, b ut heavy 
rain in the afternoon failed to dampen the spirits of 
the com petitors.

A  total o f  19 took part— 4 less than last year. W e 
w ere particu larly pleased to have w ith  us W O 2 
M . Q uinn accom panied by his 14-year-old son, and 
C p l R. Abraham s. W e missed ou r usual party from 
1 Q ueens who are at present doing their tour in 
N orthern  Ireland. B rig  N . P. Procter w ho lives 
nearby cam e to see us as is his usual custom  and his 
visit was m uch appreciated.

T h e  S tableford Foursom es w ere played at par as 
against bogey hence the low  scores. T h is  does not 
reflect the true standard o f  play.

T h e  detailed results, each decided over 18 holes, 
were as fo llo w s:

M edal Competition— Scratch and Handicap
Scratch Handicap N et 

C ap t R. J. T arran t (winner
handicap and D arjeeling C up) 94 24 70

L t-C o l J. R. B. W orton (runner-
up H andicap) 90 16 74

L t-C o l T .  W . C h attey  (runner-
up Scratch) 89* 12 77

M aj J. I. D . Pike 98 20 78
M r G . A . T ay lo r 98 18 80
M r  N . A . T ay lo r 95 15 80
W O 2  M . C . Q uinn (w inner

Scratch  and Transvaal C up) 89* 8 81
L t-C o l C . N . Clayden 102 20 82
M r C .  D . M atthew s 92 10 82
M r  M . R . T .  W alden IOI 16 85
M aster H ow ard C layden 105 20 85
M aj A . R. Bisset 98 12 86
C p l R. F. Abraham s 105 18 87
M aj G . G orin g 104 16 88
M r C . H oldford 1 12 24 88
M aj H. E. C ouch 1 18 24 94
M aster J. Q uinn (D ivo t) 127 24 103
M r  E. Johnson N .R . 24 N .R .
M r  B. M illard N .R . 24 N .R .

* T h e  w inner o f  the S cratch com petition was 
decided on the score over the last nine holes.

Stableford Foursomes
Points

M r G . A . T a y lo r  and M aster H oward C layden
(winners C ooper C up) 25*

C apt R. J. Tarran t and W O 2 M . C . Q uinn 
(runners-up) 25*

M aj J. I. D . Pike and M aj G . G orin g 25*
M r C . D . M atthew s and M r E. Johnson 22
M r M . R. T .  W alden and M r  C . H oldford 17
L t-C o l C . N . C layden and C pl R. Abraham s 17
L t-C o l T .  W . C hattey and M aj H. E. C ouch  14
M r N . A . T a y lo r  and M aster J. Q uinn 13
M aj A . R. Bisset and M r B. M illard

*T h e  w inners were decided on the score over the 
last nine holes.

Before asking M rs Jean C layden to present the 
prizes L t-C o l T o m  C hattey thanked all those present 
for supporting the meeting.

☆  ☆

W. J. DARDRY
FLORIST

f o r

F lo w e rs , P la n ts  e tc .

Telephone 346 5680 

10 H O LD ER S H ILL PA R A D E 

M ILL H ILL • NW7 1 L Y #

(Opposite H endon Cem etery &  C rem atorium

PERSONAL JOTTINGS
T h a t m ost loyal and dedicated D iehard, ex-S gt 

Bob A m bler, w as the first person to respond to the 
President o f the Regim ental Association’s Appeal for 
hassocks for our Regim ental chapel in S t P au l’s. On 
the very m orning that he received his copy o f the 
M arch issue of the Newsletter he presented him self 
at R H Q  at Edgw are to make a most generous 
donation, w hich enabled the first hassock to be p ur­
chased.

y W e  suffered a great loss last M arch when Charlie 
x^Rks, steward-caretaker at the T A  Centre at Deans- 
brook Road for the past 14 years, resigned to go and 
start a new life in C alifornia. H e and his wife, 
M argaret, have em igrated to live w ith  their daughter 
and son-in-law  in San Francisco.

Rodney Breivster

Col. Walden, having made a presentation on behalf of  
the M iddlesex Regiment to Charlie Banks, says 

farewell to Margaret Banks, watched by M aj. Waldron.

Both w ill be m uch m issed, not only because they 
were very popular b ut also because C harlie was a 
first-class ch ef and the food w hich he prepared won 
a w ide reputation, particu larly his curry  lunches.

A s a m ark o f the esteem in w hich they were both 
held b y  the civilian  staff- and m ilitary personnel at the 
T A  C entre a num ber o f presentations w ere made to 
them.

W e shall never forget them  and we hope that they 
w ill not forget us.

O u r heartiest congratulations to C apt and M rs 
XL J. Belsham , w ho celebrated their Diam ond 
^ ’edding anniversary on A p ril 10 last.

C apt Belsham  was com m issioned into our 5th 
(M ilitia) Battalion in A u gu st 1914 and went to 
France at the end o f  N ovem ber 1914 w hen he 
joined 2nd Battalion T h e  W iltshire Regim ent, w hich 
had been badly cut up at Y p res. In Septem ber 1915 
he was invalided hom e until February 1916 when he 
returned to France and, to his great pride and joy, 
was posted to the 1st Battalion. E xcept for a short 
period when he was sent hom e on tem porary duty he 
rem ained w ith  the 1st Battalion until after the 
Arm istice when he was dem obilised. D u rin g  his 
active service w ith  the 1st Battalion he was awarded 
t h e ^ il ita r y  Cross.

recent letter he mentions how  proud he is that 
he is an old D ie-H ard  and sends his greetings to all 
survivors o f the 1st Battalion w ho rem em ber him.

A lthough som ewhat belated our congratulations to 
L t  A lan C arter on his prom otion to C aptain last June.

A t the Founders D a y C erem ony at the Royal 
H ospital Chelsea, on June 5, L t-C o l and M rs T o m  
C hattey, the official representatives o f the R egi­
mental Association, had the honour of being pre­
sented to H er M ajesty T h e  Queen, w ho was the 
review ing officer.

A  recently joined m em ber o f the Regim ental 
Association is ex-Pte R. C larke (22725945) who 
served w ith the 1st Battalion in A ustria from  1952 to 
1955. W hen he returned to civil life he joined the Fire 
Service and is now  a Station O fficer a tC a n v ey  Island.

W hen returning his D e rb y  D raw  counterfoils 
ex-C /S gt ‘C le m ’ C lem ents (22276303) sent his 
regards to all w ho rem em ber him  and regretted that 
he would be unable to attend the A nnual Reunion 
this year ow ing to an im portant private engagem ent 
that day.

W e are glad to be able to report that he has now 
fu lly  recovered from  his m ajor operation, and w e are 
hopeful that he w ill visit us at E dgw are in the near 
future.

A n  ex-m em ber o f the R egim ent w ho has been in 
touch w ith  us recently is ex-Pte E. D . C ooper. H e 
joined the 1st Battalion from  T h e  Royal Sussex 
R egim ent when the battalion was stationed in Y o rk ­
shire prior to D -D a y  and served w ith  it throughout 
the cam paign in N .W . Europe.

E x-D ru m m er ‘C h esty ’ C ross (L  17721), w ritin g  
from D ow nham  M arket, N orfolk, sends his greetings 
to all old com rades w ith  whom  he has served, 
especially those in the 2nd Battalion C orps o f D ru m s 
in E gypt, Singapore and India.

E x -S g t E. W . D aw trey (19041740), who served in 
the 1 st Battalion from  1969 to 1972, em igrated to 
South A frica  last D ecem ber and has settled in T ra n s­
vaal. 0

O u r congratulations and best wishes to that re­
doubtable old D ie-H ard, L t  B ob D outhet, one o f our 
Boer W ar veterans, w ho celebrated his 90th birthday 
on M ay 26.

H e was serving w ith  the 4th Battalion when he 
was on the guard o f honour by A dm iralty A rch  on the 
occasion o f the coronation o f K in g  E dw ard  V I I  in 
1902.

L ater he w ent to S outh  A frica  w ith  the 3rd B atta­
lion and in 1914 he was the first R S M  o f the 2 7th 
Battalion on its form ation. In 1919 he was R S M  o f 
the 2nd Battalion and ended his m ilitary career as 
Q M  o f that battalion.

H e has a host o f friends w ho have nostalgic 
m em ories o f him.

A t this year’ s annual banquet o f the M onarchist 
League held at the Apothecaries H all L t- C o l Julian 
du Parc Braham , w ho is the C hancellor o f the 
League, led the procession w ith  ex-Q ueen G eraldine 
o f Albania.

W e w ere v ery  relieved to get news last A p ril that 
e x -W 0 2  W . D . F itzgerald  (6192972), that old 9th
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Battalion stalw art, was recovering from the stroke 
w hich affected his right arm , and we trust that he is 
now fu lly  restored to health again.

A  surprise and very w elcom e visitor to R H Q  
Edgw are ju st as w e w ere going to press was L t  Reg 
Ford, w ho w as on leave from  G erm an y where he is 
serving w ith  2 Q u een ’ s.

H e is still a keen golfer and hopes to be back in this 
country in tim e to take part in the A utum n M eeting 
in O ctober.

From  Eastbourne M aj Freddie Franklin, that eb u l­
lient Signals Sergeant when the 2nd Battalion was 
serving in India in the 1920s, sends his greetings to 
all those w ho rem em ber him.

E x -C p l D . C . G o d frey  recently visited R H Q  and 
jo in ed  the R egim ental Association. H e enlisted in 
1966 and com pleted his C olo ur service in 1973. 
D u rin g  that period he served w ith  our 1st Battalion, 
2 and 4 Q u een ’ s and 42 A rm y Y ou th  Team .

H e now  resides at H ayes, M iddlesex.

W e w ere delighted to get the news that ex-C p l 
\\ ally G olds had been aw arded the Im perial Service 
M edal. It was given for his 30 years’ service w ith  
H M S  ‘D aedalus’ and H M S  ‘ S u ltan ’ , and was pre­
sented by C apt D . D . N . L o n g, R N , Captain o f the 
G ospo rt naval establishm ent.

N a va l Photograph

Presentation o f Imperial Service M edal to Wally Golds 
by the Captain o f the Gosport naval establishment, 
Capt. D. D. N . Long, R N .

H e served in ‘D ’ C o y  o f the 2nd Battalion in 
France until the evacuation from  D u nkirk  and 
returned again for the invasion on D -D ay.

C ongratulations to C ap t A lfred  G oldm an on the 
award o f  the E fficiency M edal (T erritoria l) notified 
in The London G azette  dated February 24, 1975.

W hen paying his annual subscription this year 
Frank G old straw  (14443179), w ho served in the 
Regim ent from  February 1947 until posted to the 
D epo t R A O C  in January 1948, sent his good wishes 
to all D ie-H ards.

A  v isitor to the R egim ental M useum  recently was 
the daughter o f  the late C S M  H. F . ( ‘F izze r ’ ) G ray, 
d c m , who called w ith h e r  husband to see her father’ s 
m edals.

N o doubt the m ention o f his name w ill bring back 
m any m em ories to those m em bers w ho w ere serving 
w ith  him  in the 1st Battalion at M ilton  Barracks, 
G ravesend, and in Cologne with the British A rm y of 
O ccupation on the Rhine in the early 1920s.

O ur Editor had a surprise a short w hile ago when 
he was boarding a N o 84 bus running between N ew  
Barnet Station and Potters Bar. H e q uickly recog­
nised the driver as ex-S gt F. R. G roves who had 
served under his com m and during the 1939-45 W ar 
in the resuscitated 1st Battalion and worked closely 
for some tim e with the then C apt Peter Peiu^e 
G ould.

Since the publication o f the last N ew sletter news 
has been received that the follow ing recently cele­
brated the anniversary o f their G olden W edding.

L t-C o l Adrian and M ary H owell on February 14.
C ol Ronnie and Ruth Sherbrooke W alker on M ay
14-
W hilst sending them  our hearty congratulations on 

this happy event w.e also send them  our best w ishe^ 
for m any more years o f happiness together. f l

It was w ith  great pleasure that we read in The 
Times on February 25 o f the appointm ent o f  L t-C o l 
R oy H utchings as C hairm an o f  T raffic C om m is­
sioners for the N orth-W estern T raffic A rea as from 
M arch  24 last, and we offer him our heartiest con­
gratulations on this im portant prom otion in the 
D epartm ent o f Environm ent.

T h e  w ork on w hich he is now em ployed is akin to 
that o f  a stipendiary magistrate but dealing only 
w ith the licensing o f public service vehicles and 
heavy goods vehicles operators.

H e has, o f  course, had to m ove up north to live but 
he has assured us that this will not prevent him  from 
com ing down for some o f our regim ental functions 
at w hich we shall m uch look forw ard to seeing him.

One o f our old pre-w ar m em bers, ex-C p l A . 
Jackson (6196911), who has settled in H ong K ong, 
writes to let us know that he is in hospital. He 
served in the 2nd Battalion in India in the later 
1920s and he was still serving when the 1st Battalion 
left H ong K o n g in 1952. H e was later em ployed as 
Post C orporal at H Q  Land Forces, H ong Kong, 
until D ecem ber 1966 when he was discharged, and| 
subsequently as a security guard at the same h ea d *  
quarters until he had to retire earlier this year on 
account o f ill-health.

On account o f his w ife ’s serious illness ex -R Q M S  
‘Jacko’ Jacques was unable to attend the annual re­
union this year. H e sent his best wishes to all D ie- 
H ards.

L en  Johnson, the conscientious H onorary Secre­
tary o f the W O s and Sergeants Branch, again 
caused us considerable anxiety when he was admitted 
to the Edgw are G eneral H ospital in A p ril. F ortunate­
ly  he was not detained long though it is \Bfely 
necessary for him  to lead a quiet life and not to over­
do things. T ake care o f yourself, Len.

In a recent letter e x -R Q M S  F. J. W . K edge, 
BEM (6190104), at one tim e a C orporal D rum m er in

the 4th Battalion in G ibraltar after the 19 14 -18  W ar, 
sends his best wishes to all D ie-H ards. He apologises 
for not being able to attend any o f our functions, but 
unfortunately he is chair-bound after a serious 
operation on his right hip, and does not expect to 
be m obile for some tim e yet.

W e wish him a speedy recovery to full health again.

M aj H ugh Lohan, having qualified for entry in 
the G rade I S taff Pool, is now entitled to the sym bol 
‘s q ’ against his name in m ilitary records.

W ritin g towards the end o f A p ril ex-S gt R. K . 
^ M o n t y )  L ow e, who served in the 1.7th  Battalion 
^ T u rin g  the 1939-45 W ar, sends his best wishes to all 

D ie-H ards.

C olonel A ndrew  M an, who has been doing m uch 
good work in that part o f W ales (Pembrokeshire) 
where he is living, has ju st been elected a Nom inated 
M em ber, representing the C ouncil for the Protection 
o f Rural W ales, on the N ational T ru s t C ouncil.

W e w ere delighted to welcom e W O 2 J. M edland 
on his first visit to a W O s and Sgts Branch m eeting 
on M a y  10, and w e shall certainly look forw ard to 
seeing him  at m any o f these m eetings in the future.

Congratulations to C apt Ron M orris on his pro­
m otion to M ajor as from  M arch  23 last.

Before the amalgamation in 1967 he was serving in 
the is t  Battalion as Q uarterm aster and afterw ards in 
the same capacity in 4 Q u een ’s. W hen  that battalion 
was disbanded he was posted as Q uarterm aster to 
x Q u een ’s where he is still serving.

E x -C S M  A rth u r Page (6201260), a veteran o f the 
Battle o f H ong K ong, w rites from  Blacon, Chester, 
where he has been for some years em ployed in the 
C iv il Service.

D u e to his living so far aw ay from  London and 
being unable to get dow n for our functions and m eet­
ings more often his old friends m iss him  as m uch as 
he m isses them.

O ne o f our young N ational Service officers who 
has m ade a nam e for h im self since he returned to 
civil life is L t  M ichael Pickard. Indeed his business 
activities w ere the subject o f a prom inent article in 
The Sunday Express on M arch  30 last at the end of

• w hich M ichael is described as enthusiastic, energetic 
and forceful.

H e and his fam ily own the H appy Eaters, a chain 
o f m otorw ay restaurants, and he has quite recently 
em barked on converting a form er night club into a 
m otor hotel, w hich either has been, or soon w ill be, 
opened b y  M r Jerem y T horp e.

A  new ly-joined m em ber o f the R egim ental Asso­
ciation is ex-Pte A . A . P ilford (6208222), who was 
serving in the 1st Battalion before the 1939-45 W ar 
and was taken prisoner after the fall o f H ong Kong.

H e has been trying to trace his old friend, C . 
B indley (6208194), for m any years but without 
i ^ e s s .  I f  any reader can help it w ould be appre­
ciated if  he w ould get in touch w ith  the Editor.

W e congratulate B rig D ennis Rendell on his 
appointm ent as A id e-d e-C am p  to H er M ajesty T h e  
Q ueen as from  January 21 last.

A s m entioned in the Personal Jottings o f ou r M arch 
issue of this Neivsletter on N ovem ber 7 last, our old 
veteran, ex-Pte Frank G eorge O akley, had been 
resident in the Star and G arter H om e for 50 years. 
T o  mark this occasion, on the m orning o f Tuesday', 
N ovem ber 12, the Chairm an o f G overnors, G en  S ir  
Charles H arington, accom panied by the C o m ­
m andant, M atron and other m em bers o f  the staff 
visited Frank O akley’ s room to present him  with a 
transistor radio from  the G overnors. He also 
received an inscribed beer tankard from the staff on 
his ward.

Times Photographic Service  

A  happy picture o f Frank Oakley celebrating his 50 
years at the S tar and Garter Home with his nieces, 
Mrs. Betty Steward, Mrs. Dolly Hibbird and M iss 
Daisy Oakley.

A ccording to the E ditor o f The Star and Garter 
M agazine Frank was in great form  and regaled the 
C hairm an w ith som e o f his funny stories w hich he 
tells so well. Everyone present enjoy'ed the com pany 
o f this rem arkable man w ho, though disabled in 
body, is certainly not disabled in spirit.

A  form er 9th Battalion m em ber w ho has quite 
recently becom e a Newsletter reader is Jim S ilver 
(620640). D u ring the 19 14 -18  W ar he served w ith  the 
K in g ’ s Royal Rifle C orps as w ell as w ith  the 9th 
Battalion. W hen the T A  was re-form ed after the war 
he rejoined his old battalion and was still serving 
w ith  it when L t-C o l Fox was com m anding.

A  fam iliar figure w ho has disappeared from  the 
scenes at Edgw are is C  S gt A llan  Stevens (22390259), 
the P S  I on the strength of the T A  C om pan y there. 
By the tim e these notes appear in print he w ill have 
com pleted his C olo ur service and w ill have taken up 
residence in East A nglia, from  where he is hoping to 
take up em ploym ent w ith  the T A  in a civilian capacity.

T h e re  is no doubt that his cheerful personality 
w ill be m uch m issed b y all w orking at Edgw are.
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W hen paying his annual subscriptions for 1975 
e x -C p l K enneth  S utton  (21124794), one o f our 
Korean W ar veterans, w ho was badly disabled 
throu gh his w ounds, sent his best wishes to all 
m em bers o f  the R egim ental Association.

He has recently m oved into N orfolk, from 
W orthing, w here he had lived since he was m arried.

T h e  H onorary S ecretary o f the W O s and Sergeants 
branch has sent the E ditor a letter from  ex-WC>2
E. J. T hom pson, in w hich  he states that, w hilst in 
the A rdennes quite recently he visited a w ar cem etery 
at a place called H otton to pay hom age to the m en of 
the Parachute Regim ent buried there w ith  whom  he 
had been serving in the last war. A m ongst the graves 
there one w hich in particular caught his eye was that 
o f a soldier o f  the R egim ent, 6209941 Pte R. C over- 
dale, w ho was killed in action on M a y  29, 1940. He 
m entioned this since he thinks that som ebody som e­
where m ight like to know  these details and hopes 
that they m ay be passed on to w hom soever they may 
concern.

W e are glad to be able to record that one o f our 
younger D ie-H ards, E x-P te J. J. T ydem an, is one o f 
our m any new Newsletter readers.

H e served in the 1st Battalion from  1962 to 1971.

W ith  reference to C apt W alter W a rd ’s letter in the 
last issue o f the Newsletter the m ystery o f the second 
regim ental shield installed at the Royal British Legion 
C lu b  at Enfield has been solved. A ccording to M r
E. J. C ollier o f 12 A lbuhera C lose it was bought and 
installed by him self and two other Diehards, M essrs 
H arris and M ilroy.

S o  the Regim ent w ill be very well rem em bered 
at this club.

A  recent correspondent is ex-Pte J. H . W ilson who 
served in the pipe band o f the 16th (Public S chooki| 
Battalion in the 19 14-18  W ar. ^

H e states that he is shortly going into hospital for 
an eye operation, w hich we sincerely hope w ill be 
successful.

H e is now living on M erseyside.

W ritin g early in M ay that H ong K o n g  veteran, 
ex-Pte Robert W right (816754) o f ‘B ’ C o y  i s t ^ t  
Battalion, regretted that he w ould be unable to 
attend the Annual Reunion this year since he was 
travelling for his firm in the G lasgow  area.

H e sent his best wishes to all of his old com rades.

R E G IM E N T A L  D E R B Y  S W E E P S T A K E  1975

T h e  D e rb y  sweepstake organised in aid o f the 
M idd lesex R egim ental M em orials was v ery  w ell sup­
ported again this year.

T h e  receipts from  the sale o f tickets and donations, 
w hich  show ed an increase o f £30 over last year, and 
the distribution o f  the prize m oney, were as follows:

Receipts and Expenditure
£ £

R eceived from  sale o f tickets and
donations 280-21

Less : Printing and Stationery 4°'39
Registration Fee 1-25
Adm inistration Expenses 4 00 45-64

Available fo r  distribution 234-57

Distribution
£ £

Regim ental M em orials (50% o f net
proceeds) 117-29

Prize M on ey :
1st prize (25%  o f  net proceeds) 58-63
2nd prize (15%  o f  net proceeds) 35'20
3rd p rize (10%  o f  net proceeds) 23-45 1x7 28

Total 2 3 4 57

T h e  follow ing w ere the prizew inners:
1st— L tC o l G . W . W eb b er, t d , 4  Seascape, St 

T h om a s Street, R yde, Isle o f W ight, PO33 2D B 
2nd— M rs Scott, 1 4 0  Carters M ead, H arlow, Essex. 
3rd— M iss D aphne G uscott, 7a Parkhurst Road, 

B exhill-on-Sea, Sussex.
Since 1967, when these D e rb y  sweepstakes w ere

organised, a total o f  £858-56 has been handed over
to the S ecretary o f the R egim ental Association.

F . W .
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L E T T E R S
From : M r W. H . Lovell Troonsraat 67 (Bus 4)

B.8400 Ostende 
Belgium  
A p ril 15, 197s

Editor,
Die-H ards Newsletter,

é)ear Sir,
I I have read w ith  great interest the article on the 

v isit to L ille. I can recall the fascinated interest o f the 
m em bers o f the Corporals C lu b  when listening to a 
conversation in rapid French between T rotobas 
and Pat D u ggan (D uggan came from  N ice and was 
m issing at D unkirk I believe).

It was in 1957 that I wrote a letter to the O C  
D epot M ill H ill suggesting that some m ore active 
form  o f interest could be taken concerning Trotobas. 
T h is  follow ed a visit I m ade to L ille, where I traced 
the café where he met the m em bers o f his organisa- 
tion. T h e  place was the Café A u x Resistants in the Rue 
d ’A rto is— it was festooned w ith  photos o f the m em ­
bers, and the proprietor knew  T roto bas well.

O n m y next visit to the café I was dism ayed to 
find it had passed into other hands, and although the 
nam e rem ained the same m uch o f the atmosphere 
associated w ith  the Resistance was lost in the re­
decoration.

I believe m y letter, together w ith  a copy o f the 
journal published by Reseau Sylvestre which has a 
striking likeness o f Trotobas, printed on the front 
page was passed to C ol M . Browne.

Y o u rs  faithfully,
W . H . L o v e l l

From : M r  Lyn M acdonald
Room  830 
Broadcasting H ouse 
Portland Place,
London W i A  1A  A 

M arch  10, 1975

D ear Sir,
W ere you at Y pres in 1917 ?

• Y o u  m ay be fam iliar w ith  m y name as a broad­
caster, particu larly in connection w ith  B B C  Radio 
D ocum entary Program m es, som e o f w hich have 
related to the F irst W orld W ar, w hich is a particular 
interest o f  m ine not ju st as a broadcaster, but as a 
w riter as well.

A s you m ust be w ell aware 1977 is the 60th A nni­
versary o f  the T h ird  battle o f  Y pres and we are hop­
ing to broadcast a series o f four docum entary pro­
gram m es (each covering one phase o f the campaign) 
to coincide w ith  the anniversary. It seem s early days 
to discuss such a project, but this is an undertaking 
w hich requires an enorm ous am ount o f advance 
planning. T o  show this through the eyes o f the men—  
c ^ r a th e r ,  through the recorded stories o f  the men 

w ere involved— necessitates ou r starting as soon 
as possible.

A t the same tim e (and this is the second part o f my 
personal interest) I am engaged in writing a book on 
the same subject and in the same form ; that is the 
personal docum ented experiences o f the m en in the

field. T h is  w ill be published byr M essrs H utchinson 
in July 1977.

T h o se o f  us who are involved in both projects feel 
that it is im portant to place on record the vast am ount 
o f m aterial w hich exists as, in the natural course of 
events, it is not going to be available indefinitely.

It w ould be o f im m ense value to us i f  you w ould be 
kind enough to publish this letter in your Regim ental 
Journal so that any o f  you r readers w ho served in the 
Y prqs S ector betw een June and N ovem ber 1917 
could contact me so that I m ight arrange to meet 
them . T h e  whole point o f the book and o f the 
broadcasts is that it should be shown to be their 
story— whether they were cooks or gunners, rankers 
or officers, footsloggers or cavalrym en. In other 
words, we are interested in all stories and rem ini­
scences no m atter how  slight or how  trivial they 
m ight appear to be.

N aturally we should like to hear from  these gentle­
m en as soon as possible, so i f  you are not p lanning an 
early issue, perhaps you  m ight be able to furnish me 
w ith  the names and addresses o f any F irst W orld 
W ar Soldiers known to whom  I could then contact 
direct.

W ith  m any thanks for you r help, I am, Sir,
Y ou rs faithfully,

L y n  M a c d o n a l d

P e t e r  M c R a e
& C O M P A N Y  L IM IT E D

L ife Assurance Consultants 

Insurance an d  M ortgage Brokers

14-16 West Street, East Grinstead, 
Sussex

T e le p h o n e :  Ea s t G r in s te a d  25977

Did you know  that besides protecting 

your family, life assurance can assist in 

other fields, such as education, house 

purchase, pension, and estate du ty? W e 

specialise in the needs of service person­

nel and w ou ld  be pleased to advise.

W e make no charges

W e  a lso  have  d e p a r tm e n ts  s p e c ia lis in g  

in  o th e r  fo rm s  o f  g e n e ra l in su ra n ce s  

w h ic h  a re  a t y o u r  s e rv ic e
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O B I T U A R Y

It is w ith  deep regret that w e have to announce 
that the follow ing have d ied:

C h i t t e n d e n — O n or about M arch  9, 1975, when he 
was found dead in bed, ex-Pte Edw ard C hittenden, 
aged about 79.

D u rin g  the 19 14 -18  W ar he served in the 1 7th 
Battalion and afterw ards joined the Royal British 
Legion  at Enfield. H e was also a keen Freemason 
and was at one tim e Past M aster o f his lodge.

A fter losing his w ife in the early 1960s and sell­
ing his house he becam e m ore and more a recluse.

A ccord in g  to C ap t W alter W ard, who has kindly- 
provided the inform ation for this obituary notice, 
the circum stances o f  T e d ’ s death w ere particularly 
sad, as he died w ithout relations or m oney. H ow ­
ever, he was saved from  a pau per’ s funeral by the * 
Enfield Branch o f  the Royal British Legion and his 
M asonic L o d ge, w ho w ere good enough to defray 
all expenses.

D a d s o n — O n M ay 8, 1975, O live A nne, aged 82, the 
w ife o f  M r  E . J. D adson, l t c l , m r s t  ( T F  2452), a 
veteran o f ‘A ’ C o y , 7th  Battalion (T F )  and in 
civilian life a respected m usician and adjudicator at 
m usical com petitions.

G a t e s — O n February 16, 1 9 7 5 ,  ex -C p l John W illiam  
G ates (P S  22 11), aged 82. H e was one o f the 
volunteers o f  the 16th (P u blic Schools) Battalion, 
w hich  was raised at the outbreak o f  the 19 14-18  
W ar. Its recruits then cam e very largely from  the 
public schools and the com petition to join  was so 
great that The Standard  published the follow ing, 
‘C olonel H all is now- offering to take a few  men 
at their ow n expense, so that they m ay train and 
be ready' v  hen their turn for enlistm ent com es’ .

John G ates w as w ith the Battalion when it 
arrived in France in N o vem b er 1915, and spent 
Christm as D a y in the trenches at L a  Bassee. T h e  
follow ing A p ril the Battalion m oved up to  the 
Som m e and on July 1 fought that sanguinary 
battle at Beaum ont H am el where, o f  a strength of 
23 officers and 689 soldiers, 22 officers and 500 
soldiers becam e casualties. O ne o f  these casualties 
was John G ates w ho was seriously wounded. 
A fter m onths in hospital he w as posted to the 6th 
(Special Reserve) Battalion at C hatham  in M a y
1917. T h e  follow ing D ecem ber he was discharged 
as m edically unfit for further w ar service.

D u rin g the 1939-45 W ar he was a m em ber of, and 
an instructor in, the H om e G uard. H e spent the 
last few  years w ith  his son and fam ily in M e l­
bourne, A ustralia, where he died.

A lthough living abroad he rem ained a m em ber of 
the M ill H ill Branch o f the D ie-H ards C lu b  and 
always kept in touch.

M a r s h — O n A p ril 6, 1975, peacefu lly  at hom e 
M aj H enry M arsh, aged 65. H e was com m issioned 
into the R egim ent from the Royal M ilitary  College, 
Sandhurst, on January' 30, 1930, and, after a short 
attachm ent to the D epo t, he joined the 1st Batta­

lion. H e remained w ith  that Battalion throughout 
his service, being prom oted to Captain on A ugust 
1, 1938, and to M ajor on July 1, 1946, after having 
held acting and tem porary rank as such from 
February 1941 to the end o f D ecem ber 1945. for 
his services during the fighting in H ong K o n g  in 
1941 he was m entioned in despatches. H e was a 
prisoner o f war o f the Japanese from  C h ris tm ^ ^  
D ay 1941 till O ctober 8, 1945. On account o f  h i^ F  
disability he retired on retired pay on A p ril 21, 
1954, but six m onths later he was appointed to a 
T .A . com m ission as a Lieutenant in the A rm y 
Cadet Force, w hich he held until A u gu st 15, 
1960, when he resigned.

P l u m b — O n  M a y  1, 1975, Jeanette, aged 41, the wife 
o f 22466825 Sgt L . T .  Plum b, T h e  Q u een ’ s 
Regim ent, form erly 1st Battalion T h e  M iddlesex 
R egim ent (D C O ), and currently an A rm y R ecruiter 
based at Edgware.

Jeanette was injured in a bom b incident when 
the 1 st Battalion was stationed in C yprus. Last 
M arch she was admitted to M illbank H ospital and 
later transferred to the M iddlesex H ospital, where 
she died after a long illness.

O r m i s t o n — On February 11 , 1975, at C helw ood 
C orner N u rsing H om e, N utley, John W illiam  
G raham  Orm iston, aged 60.

T o  m ost o f those who knew him  he was always 
referred to as ‘John O ’ , a term o f affection which 
som ehow  fitted him. H is home was in Som erset, 
and he was a country'man at heart, but he com ­
bined this w ith a polish that m ade him  a w onderful 
m ixer in w hatever society he found him self.

A t  Sandhurst he was an outstanding C adet—  
S .U .O . o f  his C om pany, a considerable athlete 
and a near-m iss for the Sw ord o f H onour. H e was 
com m issioned into the M iddlesex R egim ent on 
January 31, 1935, together w ith three other 2nd 
L ieuts who joined the Regim ent on that date.

A s was custom ary, they were posted to the 
D epo t at M ill H ill for their first week before jo in ­
ing the 2nd Battalion at C olchester, and John O 
used to tell the story o f how the four o f  them  sat 
in the M ess after dinner on their first night, w hilst 
conversation flagged. Eventually the O .C . D epot 
said ‘W ell, I dont want to keep you u p ’— so as one 
man, they all rose to their feet. ‘O h, I don ’ t want 
to drive you to b ed ’ , he added, w hereupon they all 
sat down again! It is too long ago to rem em ber 
how the impasse resolved itself, but in due course 
it did. It was the start o f a very happy Regim ental 
life, w hich  John enjoyed to the full.

He was, o f course, a shining light in the C ricket 
W eek, both socially, despite his juniority, and on 
the field— he was a very stylish bat— and his 
shirts, buttoned at the wrist, and his m a ^ J  
coloured caps did m uch to contribute to the 
attendance o f the W eek.

He was posted to Palestine from  the 1st B atta­
lion ju st before the war and gave outstanding w ar 
service m ostly on the General Staff. A t one stage he

1 2

served w ith  distinction as G S O I  on General 
W ingate’ s C h in dit H Q  and it was only by sheer 
chance and at the last m inute before take-off o f 
that ill-fated aircraft in w hich the G eneral and all 
occupants were killed that the decision was taken 
to leave John O behind. A t the end o f the war he 
was appointed to com m and our 2 7th Battalion 
but unfortunately he arrived on the very same day 
as the disbandm ent order. A fter post-w ar service 
in A ustria w ith  the 1st Battalion as C om pany C om ­
m ander and Second-in-Com m and he returned to 
staff work and it was in M alta that he picked up the 
bug that was to underm ine his future career and 
eventually take his life. H e took over com m and of 
the 1 st Battalion in C yprus during the height of 
the troubles and at the same tim e his illness began 
to take a firm er grip o f  him. Suffice it to say that, 
m ost reluctantly, he had to be invalided hom e to a 
lengthy period in hospital followed by convalesence. 
D espite several good subsequent appointments 
his illness always intervened and he always found 
h im self back again in hospital.

^  H e retired from  the A rm y on N ovem ber 10,
f  1966, and it soon becam e very clear to all his

friends that things w ere far from  well w ith him. 
D espite all these problem s he continued to attend 
every Regim ental function that he could and we 
w ere all so pleased to see him. Eventually, at a 
com paratively early age, he was admitted to a 
N u rsin g H om e in Sussex w ith  a terminal com ­
plaint. M an y R egim ental friends called in to see 
him  during this enforced incarceration and each 
succeeding visitor reported the further sad decline 
in his health. H ow ever, being John he kept up his 
spirits and his very special interest in his beloved 
cricket as he was always glued to his goggle box 
and often the subject was concerned with some 
T e s t or C ounty m atch. H is room, typical John, 
was b eautifu lly furnished w ith  his own superb 
belongings and further em bellished w ith  some 
lovely pictures and photographs o f glorious girl 
friends o f the past.

John had so m uch to offer and for so m any years 
he led a successful hard working, yet very gay 
and carefree life. U nderneath this gayness he 
always lacked an essential basic som ething to fill 
his cup o f  happiness— in his heart o f hearts he 
really yearned inw ardly for a loving w ife and a 

ft devoted fam ily rather than the outward trappings
^  o f great heights in the A rm y.

W e all miss him  very m uch indeed.
(W ith acknowledgements to C ol A . S . J .  de S .

Clayton, o b e , d l , and M a j M . P . Weedon, m c )

S a v a g e — O n M arch  11 , 1975, ex-D ru m  M ajor John 
H arry (Sandy) Savage, aged 77. In 1914 as a boy 
o f sixteen years o f age he joined the C orps of 
D ru m s o f  the 7th  Battalion and, although well 
under age at the outbreak o f  w ar on A ugust 4, 
1914, he served w ith  the battalion throughout the 
war. W hen peace was declared and he was released 

a k e  returned to his job  at the Post Office, where he 
°^ Pid been em ployed since leaving school. A s soon 

as the T erritoria l A rm y w as re-form ed after the 
w ar he again enlisted in the D rum s o f the 7th 
Battalion and, as D ru m  M ajor, was still serving 
w hen the 1939-45 W ar broke out. H e w ent as a 
C Q M S  w ith  the 1,7th  Battalion to join  the B E F

in France and after serving throughout the short 
cam paign w as evacuated via the D unkirk beaches.

W hen the 1,7th  Battalion later w ent to the 
M idd le East to join the 51st (H ighland) D ivision 
‘S an d y’ was considered too old to continue as a 
fighting soldier and was posted to a C am p ad­
m inistrative staff in E gyp t where he remained until 
the end o f the war.

( With acknowledgements to M a j Walter Ward).

S i m — O n A p ril 24, 1975, ex-Pte A lb ert G eorge Sim , 
alias E llis (215972 and 6191805) aged 73. M ick 
Ellis, as he was known to his service friends, 
joined the Regim ent in July 1919 and did his 
initial training at the D epo t, M ill H ill, until 
A ugust 1920 when he was posted to the 3rd Batta­
lion in G erm any. In O ctober 1921 he was posted to 
the 2nd Battalion, then on foreign service, and 
served in E gypt, Singapore and India until 
February 1929 when he returned to the U nited 
K ingdom  for transfer to the A rm y Reserve. 
W hilst w ith  the 2nd Battalion he was a m em ber of 
the battalion Signals Section. On the term ination 
o f his reserve service in July 1939 he decided to join  
the T A , enrolling at H ornsey in A u gu st 1939 into 
the 1, 7th Battalion where M aj S. J. C lark, w ho had 
been one o f his Signals Officers in India, was the 
S econd-in-Com m and. T h is  officer, w ho was to 
die as a P O W  in M alaya in 1943, prom ptly em ­
ployed him  as his batman. In S eptem ber 1939 he 
was one o f the first m em bers o f the 7th Battalion to 
report when m obilisation orders w ere broadcast 
on the radio. H e w ent to France w ith  the battalion 
and remained w ith  it until after the evacuation 
from  D unkirk. T h en  he was posted to the V P  
Police and remained w ith this corps for the in­
vasion in June 1944 and the subsequent advance 
into G erm any. From  G erm any he was posted 
home to return to civil life and was discharged in 
Septem ber 1945. H e settled dow n in C oggeshall, 
Essex, where he was em ployed as an electrician. 
O w ing to the nature o f his w ork he was unable 
to attend Association m eetings and functions, 
though he was a regular correspondent w ith  the 
M ill H ill Branch.

(W ith acknowledgements to M a j R. W. J . Sm ith, m b e ).

S t r a w s o n — O n M arch  3, 1975, peacefully in T o n ­
bridge C ottage H ospital, C apt Ivan A ndrea S tra w ­
son, aged 62. He served in the A rtists  Rifles from  
1930 to 1938 and later was com m issioned into the 
Princess L o u ise ’ s K ensington Regim ent, in 
w hich he served in the 2nd Battalion from  1941 to 
1946, attaining the rank o f C aptain.

A fter the war he becam e a w ell-know n dog 
breeder at the T o p h ill Kennels, Shipbourne, T o n ­
bridge.

He had been a m em ber o f  our Officers C lu b  
since 1965.

T h o m p s o n — It was indeed sad to hear that M aj 
‘T o m m y ’ T hom pson, m b e , died on M a y  10, 
1975, particu larly as at the age o f 84 he had to have 
a leg am putated and never recovered from  the 
operation.

H e w as com m issioned to the 9th Battalion in 
1908 and was the senior surviving m em ber o f the 
battalion w ho served w ith it throughout the 19 14 - 
18 W ar in India, M esopotam ia and K urdistan.
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B efore the w ar he attended a T A  Officers course 
at A lbany Barracks and returned w ith  a parade 
voice that was stentorious to a degree. Being 
6ft z in  in height he was a com m anding figure on 
parade— and a very popular officer.

A  resume o f  his service from  1908 to 1919 was 
p ublished in the D ecem ber 1974 Diehards News­
letter and it seem s superfluous to repeat it here, but 
he was an outstanding personality in the battalion 
and a dedicated ‘ D ie-H ard ’ .

T h ose who served w ith  him  feel a great sense of 
loss and w ould express their deepest sym pathy to 
his sister.
(W ith acknowledgements to L t-C o l G. L . Fox, TL>, d l ).

V a l e n t i n e , A . F .— A s all the inform ation is not yet 
available a full obituary notice on ex -C S M  
Valentine, dcm, who died on M a y  7, 1975, w ill be 
published in a subsequent Neivsletter.

☆ ☆

ASSOCIATION NEWS

Secretary’s Notes
B e n e v o le n t  C a s e s

D u rin g  the period January 1 to M a y  31, 1975, the 
sum  o f £ 1 1 9 1 5 0  was expended in m aking grants to 
43 ex-m em bers o f the Regim ent.

D o n a tio n s — C h a r ita b le  F u n d

T h e  Secretary gratefu lly  acknowledges donations 
to the C haritable Fund from : M r  R. R. C haplin, 
M r  T .  H . C lark (in m em ory o f the late M r  ‘ S an d y’ 
Savage) M r J. H. Farm borough, M aj H on S ir 
H ildreth G lyn-Jones, T D , B rig  A . E. G reen, DSO, 

o b e  (in m em ory o f the late C ol J. W . G . O rm iston and 
M aj H . M arsh), C ap t J. H . S. H udson, M r C . D . 
M atthew s, W O 2 J. M edlan d (R A P C ), M r  A . W . 
Sharp.

A lb u h e r a  D a y

A t 11.30 am. on A lb uhera D a y a w reath was laid 
b y  C ol F. W alden, on b ehalf o f  the President o f the 
Regim ental A ssociation, on the Regim ental W ar 
M em orial in Inglish Barracks. A fterw ard s a small 
reunion was held at E dgw are and a n um ber o f Old 
C om rades attended.

A n n u a l S e r v ic e  o f  R e m e m b r a n c e

T h e  A n n ual S ervice o f R em em brance took place 
in the R egim ental M em orial Chapel at S t  P au l’ s 
C athedral on Saturday, M ay 17, 1975, at 2.30 p.m . 
and was w ell attended. T h e  sermon wras preached 
b y the R ev P. L . Pearce G o u ld , o b e , m a , the Rector 
o f  Bakew ell, Bristol.

A n n u a l R e u n io n

T h e  Annual Reunion was held on Saturday, M ay 
*7> 1975* at Porchester H all, Q ueensw ay. A  total of 
300 w ere present. T h e  w eather was against the 
attendance o f  the older generation, but the continuing

increase o f younger m em bers m aking the effort to 
attend is encouraging for the future.

T h e  President o f the Regimental Association, 
C ol A . S. J. de S . C layton, gave a short address and 
introduced C ol J. N . Shipster as the new' D epu ty  
C olonel (M iddlesex).

C o m p o sit io n  o f  R e g im e n ta l A s s o c ia t io n  C o m ­
m itte e

T h e  present com position o f Regimental Association 
C om m ittees is as shown below:

P r es id en t: C ol A . S . J.
C h a ir m a n : L t-C o l T .
V ic e -C h a ir m a n : C ol I.
S e c r e ta r y :  Maj A . E. 

M a j-G e n  S ir John W illoughby,
KBE, CB 

C ol A . R. W aller, MBE, MC 
L t-C o l J. M . H ewson, MC 
L t-C o l D . E. Sim pson, t d  
M aj H . E. C ou ch, t d  
M aj F .  J. M illard, MBE, TD 
M aj B. St G . A . Reed, MC 
C ap t R. M . Fox 
M r G . S . H urlock 
M r G . You ng 
M r  A . W hite

de S . Clayton, OBE, TD 
W . C hattey, o b e  
D . Brotherton, TD, DL 

F. W aldron, MBE 

C ol. F. W alden, MBE, DL 
L t-C o l G . L . Fox, t d ,  DL 
L t-C o l E . A . H . Jeffcoat, MBE 
M aj M . J. Beaum ont, TD 
M aj C . L . Law ren ce, MC 
M aj A . E. Peasley 
M aj M . P. W eedon, MC 
C ap t S . le M . E nthoven 
C apt A . I. F . G oldm an 
M r E. C . Colebeck

F in a n ce  S u b -C o m m ittee  
C h a irm a n  L t-C o l G . L . Fox, 

TD, DL.
M e m b e r s:
M aj A . E. Peasley 
M aj M . P. W eedon, MC 
C ap t R. M . Fox

H ousin g S u b -C o m m itte e
C h a irm a n  C ol I. D . Brotherton, 

TD, DL.
M e m b e r s:
L t-C o l D . E. Sim pson, TD 
M aj H. E. C ou ch, t d  
M aj F. J. M illard, m be, t d  
C apt M . J. S . Doran, TD 
C ap t E. J. Pike
H ou sin g  M a n a g e r  M aj S . C . W . 

W eller, m be, mm.

M em b ersh ip  a n d  S o c ia l  S u b -C o m m itte e  
C h a irm a n  C ol F. W alden, MBE, DL.
M e m b er s:
M aj M . J. Beaum ont, TD -
M aj C . L . Law ren ce, MC 4
C ap t S. le M . E nthoven ^
T h e  V ery  R ev  M g r  B row n, JCD 
M r T .  R. Bennett 
M r H . J. M ellor 
M r T .  Emerson 
Branch Secretaries

A . E. F. W .
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E A L IN G  B R A N C H

W e had a very enjoyable Annual G eneral M eeting 
on T h ursday, M ay 9, after having had a run round to 
get the old tim ers there. A n d y  (our Treasurer) 
rounded them  up and we had a good talk about things 
in general and the m em bers of Ealing Branch in 
particular. W e have four w idow s living in the Ealing 
area and as the Secretary, I find that a short visit and 
a chat about every three m onths seems to cheer the 
old ladies up. I m ust be a good listener!

W e have not heard anything o f Bill Cook of 
Australia for quite a good time but hope that ‘no 

^ fe w s  is good news’ .
w W e  shall be looking forw ard to seeing a few  old 

D ie-H ards (and some young ones) when you come 
over this w ay to K neller H all. N othing like a bit of 
good m usic to cheer us up in these hard tim es after 
listening to the ‘ Bla B la ’ o f the Politicians on the 
radio and then the rattle o f the Pops ‘m usicians’ . 
O ur Chairm an, G eorge Ife, is still aw ay in the 
country and we hope the change o f air and sur­
roundings w ill do a good job  for him.

•  I heard from  B obby W illiam s (our m ighty atom) 
w ho is in an O ld  Folks H om e. H e sounded just 
the same and I bet he ‘ leads them  a dance’ in more 
w ays than one.

Eddie N icholls and A rth u r W endley (both nearly 
blind) are otherw ise physically w ell and are a credit 
to their w ives who look after them.

T h e  rem ainder o f us are still on tw'o feet and send 
our good wishes to all ‘ D ie-H ards’ everywhere.

A l b e r t  W h i t e

H O U N S L O W  B R A N C H

D espite tales o f woe from  all sides and the never- 
ending inflation escalation, we at H ounslow  have 
m anaged to increase our m em bership over the last 
year and still m aintain our w eekly m eetings. T h is  is 
not to say w e w ou ld n ’ t welcom e any new' additions 
to our ranks, so if  you know o f any ex-D iehard or 
Queensm an living in our part o f the world, send 
them  along to H anw orth Road D rill Hall. T om  
Frindall, our barm an, still has a few  spare glasses 
to keep filled.

O ur C hristm as dinner, w hich wras held in the D rill 
H all, was an enorm ous success and no less than 75 
people sat down to the meal w hich was ably prepared

• and served b y G eorge L am bert and C live Stock, not 
forgetting the w illing cadet helpers. O nce again, 
thank you  for a first-class effort.

W e w'ere glad to have as our guests C ol and M rs 
W alden and M aj and M rs  Frank W aldron. I am sure 
they enjoyed them selves w ith  us and we look forward 
to seeing them  at Hounslow' in the not too distant 
future.

Believing that variety is the spice o f life, we or­
ganised a children’s C hristm as party and despite the 
delay we m anaged to see it through. T h is  w'as entirely 
due to the generosity o f  our m em bers and visitors 
we have had to our branch m eetings who have sub- 
s ^ b e d  to our ‘ b ottle ’ w hich, w hen broken, was 
H^Bd to contain £43— well done! M in d  you— there 
are certain persons w ho don’ t like being on the losing 
darts team too often and we have great difficulty 
collecting the 2p after (not you, M ike!).

W e have also held a couple o f w ell attended disco/ 
socials since our last notes and despite the culinary

efforts o f D ave Eagle at our last function, as far as 
w e know everyone has been accounted for!

O nce again we are looking forw ard to June to the 
now annual invitation by 5 Q u een ’s T A  to their 
shooting m eeting w hen no doubt som e o f us will try 
to recapture past glories on the range. Seem s to me 
I can rem em ber the wives doing w'ell last year— m ove 
that beer tent aw ay this tim e, please.

In conclusion, as usual we send our best wishes 
to all D ie-H ards and wish continuing success to all 
other branches. G o r d o n  Y o u n g

M I L L  H IL L  B R A N C H

I w rite this in the ‘ M erry  m onth o f M a y ’ , which 
im m ediately pictures in the m ind groups o f village 
m aidens and their gallants, m errily tripping round the 
M aypole in brilliant sunshine on the village green. 
T h a t term  m ust have been quacked b y som e old 
duck. N aturally I mean the feathered variety and not 
the elastic-sided boots and A m erican-cloth shopping 
bag pattern. W e have had A lb uhera D a y wreath 
laying cerem ony at our mem orial at Inglis Barracks 
w'hilst the Regim ental flag was flying proudly from  
the top o f the M iddlesex G uildhall in Parliam ent „ 
Square ; both flag and those at M ill H ill got wet. T h e  
day follow ing w e had ou r annual service in S t P au l’s 
C athedral where the floral arrangem ent was a credit 
to w hoever arranged it. T h e  C athedral d ignitary was 
the R ev Sam uel C u tt, the Succentor, w ho has 
christened m y tw'o youngest grandsons in our bap­
tistry and tells the congregation on these occasions 
o f our regim ental connections w ith  the cathedral. 
T h ose attending on M ay 17 got w et. In the evening 
the annual reunion was held in Porchester H all. 
T h o se attending got wet. T h e  follow ing m orning I 
walked round ou r old haunts in Inglis Barracks, 
picturing it as it was w hen I first walked through the 
entrance— no gates then— 56 years ago. I got wet.

T h e  branch continues to flourish. W e have a new 
secretary, S gt Les P lum b, who has a couple o f m onths 
active soldiering to com plete, and a new' treasurer, 
M r  T o m  M inski, a man o f m any talents whom  I hope 
w'ill garner in m any talents as introduced by the B ab y­
lonians, to sw ell ou r kitty.

In m y last contribution to the Newsletter, I m en­
tioned ou r Boer W ar veterans, the earliest war of 
w hich we still have survivors. R ecently I have been 
m eeting a num ber o f our veterans o f  the last w ar in 
w hich the regim ent fought, earning the last honour 
on our Colours, and also that o f T h e  Q u een ’s R egi­
m ent. T h e y  are the K orean  veterans w ho landed at 
Pusan tw enty-five years ago on A u gu st 29, w ho I 
hope w ill be able to m eet at Edgw'are when w e hold 
our branch m eeting on Saturday, A u gu st 30. I do 
hope they w ill com e along and b ring any K orean  
com rade they m eet between now' and then. T h e  old 
soldiers are Bob A m bler, John Ellis, R. Fitch, 
D . Francis, D . G alvin , Brian Jelley, B ill Jones (42), 
B ill M andreth, Ron Pile, Joe Payne, R ay Sharp, 
W hipper Sills, F. Sim m ons, H . Soam es, T u g  W ilson 
(80) and Bob Y erb y . T h re e  o f the battalion o f C ol 
D esm ond Ellis are now m em bers o f the b ranch; 
they are M essrs R. R id ler, S . S haw yer and A . V . 
T h eo bald , all o f whom  w ere recruited for us b y  the 
personal touch o f C o l E llis. W hilst w riting o f  these 
tw'o generations o f D ie-H ards and their successors I 
m ust record w hat a credit they are and looked. T h is
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im pression was one w hich struck m e forcib ly, both 
at S t Paul’s  and at the reunion on M ay 17. I felt 
proud ot them . 1 realise w e see a num ber at our 
m onthly gatherings but feel that it w as seeing so 
m any together and all dressed sm artly for the o c­
casion that im pressed m e so m uch. A  short account 
o f  the S ervice and reunion was published in the local 
press w hich  is always generous in its cover o f  our 
regim ental activities.

Pip C onnor, m m , that indefatigable correspondent 
from  Ontario, sent a subscription to the Hassock 
K n eeler Fund as w ell as a few  pithy rem arks about 
his neck o f  the woods. W hen he attends his Legion 
parades he, w ith  pride, wears ou r regim ental badge 
and flash in his beret. H e and Q ueenie intend to 
again m ake a v isit to England once he has saved up 
sufficient ackers; it w ill be nice to m eet this old 
veteran o f  the 21st and 2nd Battalions again.

A nother o f ou r m em bers has been aw arded the 
Im perial Service M edal. H e is W ally G olds who 
served in ‘ D ’ C om pan y o f the 2nd Battalion in 
France until the evacuation from  D unkirk, returning 
again for the invasion. T w o  years ago he was pre­
sented with the C roix  du C apitaine M ich el during 
the annual pilgrim age to L ille  ; it therefore appears he 
is m aking a habit o f  ‘gon g’ collecting. T h e  Im perial 
Service M edal was for 30 years’ service w ith  H .M .S . 
D aedalus and H .M .S . Sultan and presented by the 
Captain o f the G osport naval establishm ent, Captain
D . D . N . Long, R N . T h e  photograph in The News 
Extra  o f G osport illustrates the pride o f the recipient 
and the pleasure o f the Senior N aval O fficer at the 
m om ent o f  bestowm ent.

A  chap w ho deserves a m edal is D avid  Bennett 
w ho supplied a splendid iced cake decorated w ith  our 
D ie-H ards badge in coloured icing sugar at our 
annual reunion, the proceeds boosting the H assock 
fund. N o t only was the cake donated by a m em ber 
o f ou r branch, it was w on by the w ife o f  a branch 
m em ber, M rs B etty H urlock, the helpm eet o f Stan 
H urlock. It was unfortunate that D avid had to leave 
early due to ju st recovering from  illness so he did  not 
see the pleasure o f B etty and the joyou s com pany 
from A lbuhera C lose w ho w ere w ith  her. Another 
invalid and one w ho was grieved that he could not be 
w ith us is e x -C p l R. W . Baker (6199467) w ho is now 
in a w heelchair after spending the last three years 
continuously in and out o f  hospital. H e recalls w ith 
nostalgia the days when he w as a w aiter in the 
Sergeants M ess at Southsea. R eading his letter re­
called m any m em ories o f  the days o f R S M  Bill 
W ard, M M , w ho had the 2nd Battalion ticking like a 
w ell regulated clock.

In conclusion, I can think o f  no b etter ending to 
these notes than the w ording o f  the telegram  
addressed to ‘ D ick  and D o lly ’ and received at home 
on A lb uhera D ay. ‘G o d  bless A ll D ie-H ards every­
where— G eorge P o ’ , I conform  w ith those sentim ents 
o f  G eorge Pocock and reiterate, ‘G od bless all D ie- 
hards everyw here.’

M a j o r  D i c k  S m i t h

o f  our Regim ent in the Baptistry o f  that Cathedral on 
O ctober 11, 1969.

T h is  was a m agnificent service, one in w hich m any 
dignitaries o f  the services and o f the counties o f 
M iddlesex and London took part, paying their 
esteem ed regards to our fam ous Regiment.

O ne regret that m any old soldiers had who 
attended that service was that they could not view  
the last m arch through the C ity  o f London o f the 
G uard o f H onour, then the 4th Q ueen ’s, escorting 
the C olours w ith  drum s beating and bayonets fixed.

Seating accom modation in the C athedral was 
lim ited and com bined w ith the viewing o f the Guaagi^. 
o f H onour w ould have proved a difficult proposition^-

T h e  com m ittee has recently discussed the higher 
postal charges. In view  o f this w e w ould like all our 
m em bers to rem it their subscriptions each year, so 
as to prove to us their interest in the Association. 
Each time w e send out our N ew sletters, som e of 
them  are returned by the postal authorities marked 
‘gone aw ay’ and so another m em ber is lost.

Before this Newsletter is published we shall have 
held our A nnual Reunion and Dinner.

T w o  new m em bers hope to attend and have pur
chased tickets. T n e y  are L t-C o l E. B. G eorge living 
in S alisbury and C apt E. C rook, d c m . T h e  Colonel 
finished his service in the R .A .E .C . but was com ­
m issioned in the 60th S .L . Regim ent at Shriven- 
ham, Berks, in 1940. T h e  Captain and I m et at St 
P au l’s and he was associated w ith the 9th Battalion 
d uring the First W orld W ar. M ore news o f  the 
R eunion in the next letter.

A s I am w riting this the thirty-first anniversary o f 
the evacuation o f D unkirk has taken place w ith  a 
gathering o f  men and boats that took part in that 
event.

T h e  safe evacuation o f so m any A llied T ro o p s was 
owed m ostly to the gallantry and self-sacrifice o f the 
m en o f  these small boats drawn from  the civil 
population. T h e y  w ere conscious only o f their service 
to their country. W hat an exam ple they set to the 
people o f Britain thirty-five years later, m any o f 
whom  seem to be concerned w ith serving their own 
interests!

W e are proud to know that at least one o f the 9th 
was at that gathering this week, paying hom age to 
those w ho died during the withdrawal.

A rth u r Barrows, who was m entioned in ou r last 
letter and who was visited in M ou nt Vernon H ospital, 
N orthw ood, earlier in the year, has passed away. 
U nfortunately w e w ere not contacted early enough 
about this sad event, so we could not send a floral 
tribute or be represented at his funeral.

A t  the crem ation o f the late G eorge C ooper 
several m em bers o f this Branch paid their last tribute 
to a staunch com rade, together w ith m any m em bers 
o f his fam ily, at the W est London Crem atorium , 
K ensal Green.

W e extend to all m em bers o f the Branch and the 
A ssociation our cordial wishes for a quiet life free 
from  all ills and the best o f health. R. T .  M .

assem bled to bid farew ell to C harlie  and M argaret 
Banks and to witness the presentation to them  o f  a 
400-day carriage clock, as a mark o f  ou r appreciation 
and a token o f  thanks for all they had done for us 
since the branch was form ed.

A lthough we are entering the Sum m er H oliday 
Season I have no reason for thinking that it w ill affect 
our future attendances. For at our m eetings on A pril 
12 and M ay 10 w e had gatherings o f over 40 and 
although m any regular faces w ere missing, m em bers 
w ho do not turn up regularly came along, maintaining 
the num bers w e have com e to expect each month. 

Friday, M ay  16, m any o f  our m em bers along 
other old Com rades attended the custom ary 

m eeting in the recreation room , Deansbrook D rill 
H all, w hen as in the past we exchanged Albuhera 
G reetings, drank to the health o f all D ie-H ards and 
rem em bered w ith pride ou r forebears o f the 57th 
Foot who on M ay 16, 18 11, by their courage and 
devotion to duty earned for us the name and the 
right to call ourselves D iehards. A gain as on previous 
A lbuhera D ays the R egim ental Association provided 
& running buffet, the catering for this being excel- 

* g e n tly  carried out by the new caretaker and his w ife
and though perhaps m any missed C h arlie ’s C u rry, 
that is all that can be said was missed.

A lthough it was a cold and w et day on Saturday, 
M ay  17, m any m em bers o f  the Association attended 
the A lbuhera D a y Service o f Rem em brance at St 
P aul’s C athedral, the branch again being w ell repre­
sented. T h o se present at the S ervice had the oppor­
tunity o f seeing the R egim ental K neelers, for as 
prom ised by C o l A ym ar C layton  in his A ppeal 
tw elve hassocks w ere in use in the front pews. I am 
sure that those w ho saw them  w ill agree that they add 
that certain difference to our Baptistry and Chapel, 
m aking the identity to ou r Regim ent m ore defined.

In response to the A ppeal for the K n eeler Fund 
we are running three raffles hoping that we can raise

enough for at least three hassocks, a target w hich I 
am sure w e w ill achieve.

I am afraid I have not m uch m ore to w rite about 
this quarter, but hope to do better in our next issue.

T o  all D ie-H ards we send our greetings and to all 
branches ou r best wishes for success.

L e n  J o h n s o n

2 10th B A T T A L I O N  O C A  (1914-18)

T h e  47th Reunion Luncheon o f this O C A  took 
place at the V icto ry-S ervices  C lu b , S eym our Street, 
W 2, on Saturday, M ay 3 1, last. Som e 40 ex-2 10th 
m en and their guests attended under the C hairm an­
ship o f  ou r President, M aj Bernard C attell. T h is  was 
a special occasion com m em orating the 60th anni­
versary o f the landings on the G allipoli Peninsula on 
A p ril 25 and A u gu st 7-8 , 1915. A m ongst the guests 
were C o l A . S . J. de S . C layton, President o f  the 
Regim ental Association (who very kindly replied to 
the toast o f  ‘T h e  R egim ent’ , T h e  R egim ental 
A ssociation and our G uests). C ol F. W alden, M aj 
A . E . F . W aldron, R ev Patrick T u ft  (V icar o f  C h is­
w ick and H on C haplain  to the O C A ) ; Preb G . A. 
Lew is L loyd  am d C e c il A dair (H on Sec to the 
Parochial C h u rch  C ouncil). A ppropriately enough 
the gathering took place in the A llen b y Room  at the 
club. It was reported that although 5 m em bers had 
died during the year, 3 new m em bers, 6 H on M e m ­
bers and 25 ‘ Friends o f the 2 /io th ’ had been en ­
rolled.

O ur next gathering w ill be the A n n ual S ervice of 
Rem em brance to be held at C hisw ick Parish C h u rch  
at 3 p.m . on Sunday, N o vem b er 9, next; here the 
Battalion’s C olo ur is deposited and ou r M em orial 
(including the Roll o f  H onour) is erected. A ll en ­
quiries should be addressed to the H on Secretary at 
C leveland, Bves Lane, S idford, S idm outh, D evon.

A . D . S.

9 T H  B A T T A L I O N  B R A N C H

W hen the Association m em bers w ith their wives 
and friends m et at St P au l’s C athedral on Saturday 
M a y  17 to celebrate A lbuhera D ay, it did not seem 
five and a h alf years ago that we laid up the C olours

W O s A N D  S G T S  B R A N C H

O nce again I can report that attendance at our 
m onthly m eetings shows that healthy sign w hich has 
been apparent over the past quarters.

A t our m eeting on Saturday, M arch 8, over 60
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