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REMEMBRANCE DAY CEREMONIES 1972
T h e  F ie ld  o f  R e m e m b r a n c e

T h e  annual cerem ony at the Field  o f Rem em brance 
at W estm inster A b b ey  took place on Saturday, 
N o vem b er 11.

A  large num ber o f ex-m em bers o f the R egim ent 
w ere present, as w ell as civic dignitaries, headed by 
L t.-G e n . G . C . Bucknall, c b , m c , d l , Assistant 
L ieutenant o f the M idd elsex Area o f  G reater London 
and the V ice-C hairm an  o f  the G reater London 
C ouncil.

A ll the boroughs, w hich  lie w ithin  the old  county 
o f  M idd lesex, w ere represented, except Brent.

A fter the usual short service at the C ou n ty  
^ K d e m o r ia l in the M idd lesex G uildhall, conducted by 
^ P r'reb en d ary G . A . L ew is  L lo y d , m b e , H onorary 

C haplain  to  2/ioth Battalion T h e  M idd lesex R egi­
m ent (D C O ) O C A , a procession headed by R .S .M . 
R. G . Roberts, m b e , the Parade R S M , and M r. 
H . W . K en t, carrying the R egim ental Association 
Standard, form ed up and m oved to the Regim ental 
plot.

O n  arrival at the plot C ol. A . S. J. de S. C layton, 
d l , D e p u ty  C olonel (M iddlesex) T h e  Q u een ’s R egi­
m ent, after saying “ W e plant these crosses today 
in m em ory o f ou r fallen com rades o f the M iddlesex 
R egim ent’ ’ , planted the first cross. H e then invited 
the A ssistant Lieutenant o f the M iddlesex A rea o f 

, Cheater L ondon to plant a cross. T h e  C haplain  then 
\  i f l ) t e d  a îhoss anc vas follow ed b y  the representa­

tives o f the underm entioned Battalions: 1st, M ajor 
A . E. F . W aldron, m b e ; 2nd, C ol. I. R. B urrow s, 
o b e ; 3rd, M r. G . Leadbeater; 4th, M r. C . A sh b y; 
7th  (T A ), L t.-C o l. J. D . G unnell, t d ;  8th, C ol.

M . H . Sum m ers, d s o , o b e ,  t d , d l ; 9th, M r. R. T  
M eers; i/ io th , M r. A . D . Scudam ore, o b e ; 2/ioth, 
L t.-C o l. D . B. W atson, m c .

C rosses w ere then planted b y  the civic dignitaries 
present, follow ed by m em bers o f  the Association 
and their relatives.

R e g im e n ta l  S e r v ic e
B y  kind perm ission o f  the H om e Postal and 

C ourier Com m unications D epo t R E  ou r R e­
m em brance D a y service was held in the G arrison 
C hapel, Inglis Barracks, M ill H ill, on Sunday, 
N ovem ber 12, and w'as follow ed b y  the cerem ony 
at the Regim ental M em orial. Both w’ere conducted 
b y the R ev. Robin Starkey, curate at S t. P au l’s 
C h u rch , M ill H ill, w ho had served in the Regim ent 
on his enlistm ent as a N ational S ervice soldier. 
A fter the cerem ony at the Regim ental M em orial 
at w hich  ou r bugler, M r. G eorge Chacksfield, 
sounded “ Last Post”  and “ R eveille” , wreaths w ere 
laid in the follow ing ord er: Regim ental A sso ci­
ation, by C ol. A . S . J. de S. C layton, d l ; 1st, 2nd, 
3rd and 4th Battalions and D epot, b y  C o l. I. R. 
B urrow s, o b e ; 5th and 6th (M ilitia) Battalions, b y  
M ajor A . E . F. W aldron, m b e ;  “ D ”  C om pan y 
(M x), 5th (V) Battalion T h e  Q u een ’s Regim ent, 
b y  L t. T .  C . R. H u tton ; “ A ”  C om pan y (M x), 
6th (V) Battalions T h e  Q u een ’s R egim ent, by 
M ajor M . J. Beaum ont, t d ; M ill H ill Branch, T h e  
D ie-H ard s C lu b , b y  M r. A . M . M ason ; 9th B at­
talion Branch, T h e  D ie-H ards C lu b , b y  M r. W . 
F itzgera ld; W O s ’ and Sergeants’ Branch, T h e  D ie- 
H ards C lu b , by M r. G . P. H urlock.
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A t the m arch past w hich  follow ed the laying o f 
wreaths the salute w as taken b y  C ol. A . S . J. de S. 
C layton, d l , w ho was accom panied b y  C ol. J. W . 
H olm es, R E , C om m anding the H om e Postal and 
C ou rier C om m unications D epo t, RE.

A fter the parade those w ho had taken part or 
had been spectators m ade their w ay to the T A V R  
C entre, Edgw are, w here a m ost successful reunion 
was held.

FORTHCOM ING EVEN TS

D IS B A N D M E N T  O F  A L B U H E R A  C O M P A N Y
M u ch  to ou r regret and sorrow  the A rm y Board 

have decided that 4th Battalion T h e  Q u een ’s R egi­
m ent, A lbuhera C om pan y is to be disbanded to ­
wards the end o f the year.

W hen this C om pan y was form ed at Risborough 
Barracks, Shorncliffe, on January 1, 1971, it was 
allocated the role o f  recruiting duties for T h e  Q u een ’s 
Regim ent. It gave up this role later when the C o m ­
pany was m oved to C an terb u ry to assist in the train­
ing o f  ju n io r soldiers.

A L B U H E R A  D A Y  1973
T h e  Service o f  R em em brance this year w ill be 

held in the N orth  T ran sept Chapel (T h e  Baptistry) 
o f  S t. P a u l’ s Cathedral at 2.30 p.m . on Saturday, 
M a y  12.

F urther details w ill be notified to all D ie-H ards 
in due course.

Date 
Friday, A pril 27

Saturday, A pril 28

Friday, M a y  4 

Friday, M a y  11

Saturday, M a y  12

W ednesday, M a y  16 
Saturday, M a y  19

T h ursday, M a y  31

W ednesday, June 6 
Saturday, June 16

W ednesday, July 18

Event
1 7 th  Battalion (19 14 -18 ) 
O C A  Dinner at T A V R  C entre, 
Edgware.
1/7th Battalion (1939-45) D in ­
ner at T A V R  C entre, P riory 
Road, Hornsey, N.8.
Spring G o lf M eeting at N orth 
H ants G o lf  C lub , Fleet.
(1) Officers’ C lub  Cock^fcj 
Party at U nited Service 1R  
Royal A ero C lub.
(2) 2/ioth Battalion O C A  
Annual D inner at V ictory 
E x-Service C lub , Seym our 
Street, London, W .2.
(1) A lbuhera Service o f 
Rem em brance at St. P au l’ s 
C athedral.
(2) A nnual Reunion at Por- 
chester H all, Queensway^— 
London, W .2.
A L B U H E R A  D A Y . ^
9th Battalion Branch Annual 
D inner at V icto ry  E x-Service 
C lub , Seym our Street, L o n ­
don, W .2.
Visit to T h e  A tholl H igh ­
landers, Blair Castle, Perth­
shire.
D e rb y  O uting.
D epo t O pen D ay, Bassing- 
bourn.
Officers’ C lu b  D in n er at 
U nited Services and Royal 
A ero C lub .

A N N U A L  R E U N IO N  1973
A rrangem ents have been m ade to hold the Annual 

Reunion this year at Porchester H all on Saturday, 
M a y  12, from  7 p.m . to 11.45 p rn .

C harges for admission w ill be as follow s: Single 
tickets 1 5 P ,  double tickets 2 5 P  (adm itting lady and 
gentlem an).

Fu rth er details w ill be issued in due course.

FR E E  N E W S L E T T E R S

T h e  E ditor wishes to thank M r. W . J. G ily a t t^ fc  
m b e , M ajor L . T .  H oneybun, L t.-G en . S ir  B ria n ^ ^  
H orrocks, k c b , k b e , d s o , m c , l l d , M r. L . A . J. 
H osslen, M r. A . M . M ason, M r. F. H. N ash, m b e ’ 

and L t.-C o l. A . N . O verell for their generosity in 
paying extra subscription so that free copies o f  The 
Die-H ards Newsletter can be sent to deserving old 
comrades.

Parsons 
and 

Printing

Over a C en tu ry-o ld  P a rtn e rsh ip . .
L ik e  th e  Serv ices, w e h av e  a  tra d itio n  to  u p h o ld , a t  th e  sam e tim e ta k in g  a d ­
v an tag e  o f  scien tific  p ro g ress  in  th is  age o f  m ec h a n isa tio n , ye t m a in ta in in g  . .  
th ro u g h  a special d e p a r tm e n t,  a p e rso n a l a n d  help fu l link w ith  o u r  c u s» jm e rs  A  
w h o m  w e a re  e v e r  w illing  t o  ad v ise  a n d  assist in th e  p ro d u c t io iS if  th e ir  j o u r n a l s ™
r  I DADCflUC I T i l  J h e  Adelphi John Adam S t., London W C 2N
I .  J .  r A K o U N o  L I U  6 A Y . Telephone 01-839 7151. W orks at Has-

tings, Folkestone, Bexhill and Lewes.
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REGIMENTAL MUSEUM

C ura tor: M ajor R . W . J .  S m ith , M B E , T  &  A  V R  Centre, Deansbrook R d ., Edgware, M iddx .

^  i  he follow ing are recent acquisitions for the 
m useum :

R egim ental O rder, 17th M iddlesex R .V . 1883.
R elics o f 25th Battalion T h e  M idd lesex Regim ent.

R e g im e n ta l  O r d e r  17 th  M id d le s e x  R .V ., 1883
T h is  R egim ental O rder in the form  o f a small 

card 4in X 3m, w hich, as was the custom  90 years 
ago, was dispatched b y  post to m em bers o f  the 
Rifle Volunteers to warn them  for parade. T h e  order

•reads: Volunteers Regim ental O rder. H eadquarters 
!i8 A p ril 1883.

T h e  Battalion D rill ordered for Saturd ay next 
w ill be under com m and o f the C olonel at 6 p.m. 
D ru m s and Fifes to attend, U niform , undress.

D ru m s and Fifes to attend on Saturday, the 28th 
inst.

T h e  C om m anding Officer requests every O fficer 
and M em b er to  attend these tw o Parades so that 
th e Regim ent m ay appear in an efficient state at the 
inspection.

B y  O rder S .M . G u lly , C aptain R .S . Regim ent,
A ctin g  A djutant, 17th M idd lesex M .R . Volunteers.
T h e  17th (N orth) M idd lesex Rifle Volunteers 

w ere form ed in 1859 and w ere originally num bered 
29 M idd lesex Rifle Volunteers, taking the designa­
tion, 17th M idd lesex Rifle V olunteer in 1880 when 
m any other Volunteers units w ere renum bered. In 

\  —1900 under the T erritoria l Forces A ct they becam e 
the 19th (C ou n ty  o f L ondon) Battalion, T h e  London 
R egim ent (St. Pancras) and subsequently in 1922 
19th L ondon Regim ent (St. Pancras), in  1936 
33rd (St. Pancras) A .A . Battalion Royal Engineers 
and in 1949 568 (S t. Pancras) (M ) L A A / S L  R egi­
m ent R A . T h e y  are now  part o f  the R oyal R egi-

•m ent o f A rtillery  T erritoria l Force.
| U n til the reorganisation o f  th e T erritoria l A rm y 
in  1936, this unit had always been show n as part 
o f  the M iddlesex Regim ent as can be seen b y  delving 
through old A rm y lists, also their dead from  the war 
o f  19 14 -19  are shown on our R egim ental Roll o f 
H onour. M an y Officers o f  the Regim ent have in 
the past held the appointm ent o f  A djutant to the 
unit including M ajor W . H . A bell, the first officer 
killed in action in W orld  W ar I. H e was A djutant 
in 1907.

A t the tim e the above order was published C apt. 
Sam uel M artin  G u lle y  o f  2nd Battalion T h e  Royal 
Sussex Regim ent was taking over the duties o f 
A djutant from M ajor E dw ard M ills , late o f the 57th 
'^ k s t  M idd lesex) Regim ent.
^ ^ d w a rd  M ills  had joined the 57th in the C rim ea 
in D ecem ber 1855, having been com m issioned 
Ensign in February that year. T o o  late in join ing 
the A rm y in the Field to take part in the fall o f 
Sebastopol, in the capture o f ■Kinhoru he wras not
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aw arded the medal for the C rim ea. T h e  expeditionary 
force w hich took part in the bom bardm ent and 
capture o f  K in b # rji were aw arded the m edal w ith ­
out a clasp. T h e  three clasps aw arded to the 57th 
w ere “ Balaklava” , “ Inkerm ann”  and “ S ebastopol” .

R eturning to E ngland after the w ar he rejoined 
the 57th in Bom bay in 1858, and w ith  the regim ent 
w ent to N ew  Zealand to take part in the M aori 
W ar at Pontoko w here Ensign D o w n  and D ru m m er 
Stagpole, d c m , both w on a Victoria C ross; he was 
officer-in-charge o f the S outh  side o f  the R ed oubt 
during the action. H e was aw arded th e m edal for 
N ew  Zealand inscribed w ith  the dates “ 1862-66” , 
an extrem ely rare m edal, only tw o being issued 
bearing these dates. H e held the new  appointm ent 
o f “ Instructor o f  M u sketry” , for six  years, as a 
Lieutenant from  M ay 1862 to N o vem b er 1866, and 
as Captain from  N ovem ber 1866 to F eb ruary 10, 
1868. H e returned- b y sale o f his com m ission on 
O ctob er 30, 1869.

In February 1870 he was com m issioned as 
A djutant o f  3rd V olunteer Rifle C orps and later 
C aptain and A djutan t 80th L iverpo ol Rifle V o lu n ­
teers. H is next appointm ent was to th e 2nd Y o rk ­
shire W est R iding Rifle V olunteers in the same rank 
and office. In A u gu st 1879, he joined the 29th N orth  
M idd lesex Rifle Volunteers, b eing prom oted M ajor 
on O ctob er 24, 1879.

H e retired in 1883 ju st after the publication o f 
the Battalion O rder quoted above. H is retirem ent 
took place at about the same tim e that the M artini 
H enry Rifle was issued to the V olunteer Forces. 
A s  a keen qualified m usketry instructor he m ay well 
have felt he was leaving the V olunteer Forces ju s£  
as the arm ing o f the V olunteers was falling into line 
w ith  their brothers in the regular forces.

D u rin g  the earlier years o f his appointm ent w ith  
17th (N orth) M id d lesex  Regim ent V olunteers his 
Brigade C om m ander was C ol. A . A . Logan, c b , 

w ho had com m anded the 57th (W est M idd lesex) 
Regim ent during the M ao ri W ar in N e w  Zealand. 
H e m ust surely have m ade the 17th M idd lesex 
R egim ent V olunteers an extrem ely good unit, 
having received favourable report from  the Brigade 
Com m ander, h im self a com m ander o f  note, viz., 
“ T h e  Best Infe B de is unquestionably that com ­
m anded b y C o l. L ogan, c b ” . T h a t m ilitary m artinet, 
H R H  T h e  D u ke o f  C am bridge, also passed com ­
plim entary rem arks on the drill and exercise o f  the 
unit during his annual inspection whilst C om m ander- 
in-C hief. T h ese  paeans o f  praise reflect great credit 
on M ajor M ills , w ho, as A djutant, was responsible 
for the train ing o f  the unit.

T h e  date o f  decease o f M ajor M ills  is not known.

Presented by L t.-C o l. R. C . H utt.



R e l ic s  o f  25th B a tta lio n  T h e  M id d le s e x  
R e g im e n t

T h e  tw o item s recently presented are a roll o f 
the Battalion w ho w ere on board the transport 
Tyndareus w hen the ship w as m ined o ff C ape 
A gu lh as on February 6, 19 17, and a cutting from  
the national paper Lloyds News o f  A p ril 1, 1917, 
headed “ S old ier heroes sing in the face o f death. 
M idd lesex  troops re-enact the Birkenhead’ s im ­
m ortal story” . Illustrations to the article show  the 
Tyndarens settling dow n b y  the bows, a photo­
graph o f  C ol. John W ard, m p , the Com m anding 
O fficer, and a print o f the Birkenhead sinking off 
C ape A gulhas after she had struck a sunken reef 
on the night o f  February 25, 1852.

T h e  battalion fell in under the com m and o f John 
W ard, w ho had years before soldiered in the ranks 
o f  Q ueen V icto ria ’s A rm y. T h e  A d m iralty  records 
say, “ W hen the A ssem bly rang out, putting on his life­
belt every man paraded in perfect order” . A n  official 
record, not a rom ancer’s story. It was then that one 
o f  the troops started to sing, “ T h e re ’ s a long long 
trail a w in d in g”  and in a few  m om ents everybody 
in the lined ranks was singing. T h is  song was fo l­
low ed b y  another great favourite o f  W orld W ar I, 
“ T ip p era ry ” . N o t all w ere singing, six privates, 
w ho in civil life w ere engineers volunteered to quit 
the deck above sea for the engine-room  below , ex­
changing khaki for overalls and going below  to  the 
engine-room  to help out the sh ip ’s engineers.

C o l. John W ard, c b , c m g , m p , form ed our 18th 
(F irst P ub lic W orks Pioneers), 19th (Second Public 
W orks Pioneers), 25th (G arrison) and 26th (T hird  
P u b lic  W orks Pioneers) Battalions. Born in 1866 
he, at seven years o f  age, was w orking in the fields; 
later he jo in ed  the arm y and served in the Sudan, 
b eing aw arded the Q u een ’s E gyptian M edal w ith  clasp 
“ Suakin  1885”  and the K h e d iv e ’ s Star. T ak in g  his 
discharge he becam e a navvy and form ed the N a v v y ’s 
U n io n  in 1899. In 1906 he becam e Independent 
M .P . for S to k e-o n -T ren t, holding the seat until 
1929. T h e  battalions he form ed consisted o f  navvies 
and m iners, m ost o f  the 18th Battalion being re­
cruited from  S toke-o n -T ren t where in the Parish 
C h u rch  the C olo urs o f this battalion hang. T h e  
18th and 19th Battalions served in France and the 
26th in Salonika. T h e  2^rd Battalion w ere m en o f  B i 
m edical category, the “ Bee-oners”  as th ey were 
nam ed, m en o f  long service and sere years, one 
veteran holding the K a b u l to  K andahar S ta r of 
1880. T h e  Battalion served in India, Singapore, 
H ong K o n g  and Russia where they fought the B ol­
sheviks, earning the Battle H onours “ D u khov- 
skaya”  and “ Siberia, 19 18 -19 ” , tw o o f  the 93 
aw arded to the regim ent for W o rld  W ar I. M an y  o f 
these m en w ere recruited fron H ornsey and sur­
rou nding districts, th e C olo u r o f  this Battalion now  
b eing in the care o f  S t. M a ry ’ s, the Parish C hurch  o f 
H ornsey.

T h e  Battalion, although one o f  low  medical 
category and second-class arm s and equipm ent, 
that is the L o n g  L ee-E n field  rifle and leather 
equipm ent w ith  tw o large cartridge pouches, one 
each side o f the “ S ”  union, w ent to Russia and did 
a good jo b  o f  w ork as can be read in John W ard ’s 
ow n account “ W ith the D ie-H ards in Sib eria” , 
published in 1920, also in “ A t war w ith  the B ol­
sheviks” , b y  R ob ert Jackson, a recent publication.

T h e  last nam ed also refers to N o. 1 Special C om pany 
w ho w ent to N . Russia in 1919.

W hen  recruiting began for the specialists, i.e. 
m iners, tunnelling, etc., recruits w ere given to 
understand that they w'ould receive a special rate, 
as did qualified Sappers in T h e  Royal Engineers. 
W ith  the 25th Battalion, this did not happen, w'hich 
prom ptly produced a battalion song sung to the 
tune “ D ’ ye ken John Peel” . On the m arch the 
troops sang

“ D ’ye ken John W ard w ith  his boys so gay 
T h ree  bob a week not three bob a day 
O ld  John W ard is a . . . old fraud 

A n d  w e w on’ t be hom e in the m orning” .
It so happened that on one occasion, John W ard 

led the Battalion on a route-m arch, riding on his 
charger. D u rin g the m arch a couple o f cheeky chaps 
started up w ith  the d itty w'hilst m arching at ease.
T o  their surprise there was no violent response 
from the C O . A t ten m inutes to the hour, the 
colum n m arched to attention, halted and fell out 
to  the side o f the road for 10 m inutes’ rest. O n the 
hour, the w'histle sounded and the troops adjusted 
their equipm ent and fell in at the “ slope” . T h e n ^  
the order “ quick m arch”  was given and the m a rc h ™  
continued. So did the position o f the “ slope” ! A t 
the next halt, C ol. W ard turned to the colum n, 
sm iled, m ade a slight bow and gave the order to 
“ fall ou t” . O ld  soldiers had been given a lesson by 
an older soldier o f the line. T h e  d itty was never 
sung again wffiilst John W ard com m anded the 
column.

C ol. W ard died D ecem ber 19, 1934, recognised as 
a m an o f sturdy resolution, jud gm ent and fighting 
spirit o f a regular “ John B u ll” . In addition to the 
honours already m entioned and cam paign m edals 
for the Sudan and W orld W ar I he held the C roix  de 
G uerre o f France, o f  Italy and o f C zechoslovakia.
H e was also m ade a C ossack Atam an b y  his T a rta r 
com rades, a great com plim ent and honour.

Documents presented by M r. H . G . Gillman, son o f  
the late Pte. George Gillman, “ D ”  Company 25th 
Battalion.

D E R B Y  S W E E P S T A K E
A  sweepstake on this year’ s D e rb y  is being 

organised in aid o f  the R egim ental Association 
C haritable Fund.

T ickets, costing 5p each, or 25P for a book of 
five, w ill be available shortly.

A pplications for tickets should be m ade to M ajor 
R. W . J. Sm ith, m b e , R egim ental H eadquarters 
(M iddlesex Office), Deansbrook Road, Edgw are, 
M iddlesex.

T h e  follow ing prizes w ill be aw arded: 1st prize, 
25 per cent, o f net proceeds; 2nd prize, 15 per cent 
o f  net proceeds; 3rd prize, 10 per cent o f net pflA> 
ceeds.

T h e  result o f the draw and the am ount allocated 
to the C haritable Fund w ill be notified to all con­
cerned and published in The Die-H ards Nezvsletter 
in A ugust next.
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PERSONAL JOTTINGS

It m ay not be generally known that the present 
R ight H onourable the C hairm an o f the G reater 
London C ouncil, Frank A bb ott, j p , is a form er 
m em ber o f the 2/yth Battalion, having served with 
that Battalion as a subaltern and a captain during 
the 1939-45 war from  July 1940 onwards.

H e wras, unfortunately, unable to be w ith  us, as 
£  had m uch hoped, for the cerem ony at the Field 
or Rem em brance last N ovem ber, ow ing to a previous 
engagem ent that day.

W e w^ere very pleased to hear that L t.-C o l. F . G . 
Barber, w ho, before m oving up to the M idlands, 
served w ith  8 M x/11 Para Battalion, was recently 
appointed a D epu ty  Lieutenant for H untingdon­
shire, and offer him  our m ost sincere congratulations.

•  M ajor A lan Bissett, w ho spent some years in the 
ranks o f the R egim ent before being com m issioned 
and transferred to the A rm y C atering C orps, still 
keeps in touch and recently sent his greetings to all 
those who served w’ith him  in the Regiment.

H e is one o f the keennest m em bers o f our golfing 
society and he w ill no dou bt be taking an active 
part in the S pring G o lf  M eeting on M a y  4.

In his latest book entitled “ G eorge IV , Prince o f 
W ales” , C hristopher H ibb ert acknowledges the 
great help he received from  M r. M ichael Brock, 
vice-president o f  W olfson College, O xford, w'ho read 
the book in  p roof and m ade several valuable sug­
gestions for its im provem ent.

M ichael Brock is better know n in the R egim ent as 
C apt. “ M in n ie”  Brock, w ho served in the 2/7th 
Battalion in the 1939-45 war.

O n  com pletion o f his staff appointm ent as a G S O  2 
at H eadquarters, N orthern  Ireland, M ajor G avin  
B ulloch has been posted to 2 Q ueen ’s.

A nother o f our old 4th Battalion veterans o f  M ons 
w ho recently got in touch w ith  us is ex -C p l. A lb ert

• C hinnery (L /12193). H e enlisted on M a y  21, 1908, 
and for som e tim e prior to 1914 he was w ith  the 
T ran sport Section o f  the 4th Battalion. L ater he 
transferred to a rifle com pany, and as a rifleman, he 
took part in the Battle o f  M ons.

H e was one o f the original m em bers o f the British 
L egion  and belonged to the U nilever Branch in 
its early days.

T h e  old veteran sends his best wishes to  all D ie- 
H ards and especially to those old com rades w ho re­
m em ber him .

C apt. R . J. C laydon, w'ho was serving w ith  “ D ”  
(M x) C om pany, 5 (V ) Q u een ’s, has transferred to 
ffie R egular A rm y R eserve o f Officers Class II as 
•^C aptain as from  July 1, 1972.

In the S upplem ent to  The London G azette  of 
N ovem ber 13, 1972, it w as announced that C ol. 
A . S. J. de S . C layton, d l , had relinquished the 
appointm ent o f D epu ty  H onorary C olonel, 6th (V)

Battalion T h e  Q u een ’s Regim ent, T A V R , on A p ril 1, 
1972, as his tenure had expired.

M ajor A n d rew  C ow ing, on com pletion o f his 
course at the S taff C ollege, has been posted to H Q  
B A L T A P  (British A llied  Forces Baltic Approaches).

In a recent letter, C yril C o x  (6200934), one o f 
our H ong K o n g  veterans, sent his salutations to 
all old friends w ho served w ith  him  in the C olony.

E x-D m r. “ C h esty”  C ross (L /17 72 1), w ho served 
w ith  the 2nd Battalion in India and now  lives at 
D ow nham  M arket, N orfolk, sends his greetings to 
all D ie-H ards.

T h a t stalwart o f the 16th (P u blic Schools) B at­
talion, ex-Pte. Al^TDam on (PS/963), w hose hom e is 
in Launceston, Tasm ania, w'as recently on a short 
v isit to this country and, true to form , he got in 
touch w ith  us and visited R H Q , at Edgw are.

H e tells us that he is in touch w ith  another 16th 
Battalion veteran, John G ates (P S/2211), also in 
Australia after m oving from  E w ell in Surrey.

P e t e r  M c R a e
& C O M P A N Y  L IM IT E D

L ife A ssurance Consultants 

Insurance an d  M ortgage Brokers 

14-16 West Street, East Grinstead, 
Sussex

Telephone: East Grinstead 25977 

D id you know  that besides protecting 

your family, life assurance can assist in 

other fields, such as education, house 

purchase, pension, and estate du ty?  W e 

specialise in the needs o f service person­

nel and w ou ld  be pleased to advise. 

W e make no charges 

W e also have departm ents specialising  

in other form s o f general insurances  

w hich  are at your service

5



M u ch  to our surprise and w ithout any previous 
know ledge w e learned from  the S upplem ent to 
The London Gazette  o f  D ecem ber 4, 1972, that Capt. 
" T a p s ”  Estap had relinquished his Short Service 
com m ission on D ecem ber 1, 1972.

O ne o f  ou r three octogenarians w ho celebrated 
their b irthdays on February 17 was M ajor E. 
Featherstone, m c , w ho was 8 2 . H e served in the 
is t  Battalion during the 19 14 -18  war and took part 
in the battle at V illers-G u islain  when the Battalion 
w on the com plim ents o f  the G O C . H e and C ol. 
W illiam  Pringle both won the M ilitary' Cross that 
day and are the only two know n survivors o f the 
1 st Battalion o f  that battle.

W e w ere v ery  pleased indeed to get a quite un­
expected visit from  O R Q M S  M ichael F lynn last 
O ctob er when he was in the throes o f  changing 
over his jo b . A fter nearly 13 years in the Battalion 
O rderly R oom , ending up as O rd erly  Room  C olour- 
Sergeant, he has now  been posted as O R Q M S  in 
the A dm inistrative W in g  o f  the School o f Infantry', 
w here w e are sure that he w ill be a great success.

H e is a very keen m em ber o f our golfing society' 
and w e shall look forw ard to m eeting up w ith  him  
again at the Spring G o lf  M eetin g on M ay 4.

T h e  oldest serving officer o f  the original 7th B at­
talion is now  M ajor S ir  H arold G illett, b a r t , m c , 

w ho celebrated his 82nd birthday last N ovem ber.
A s  a form er L o rd  M ay or o f  London the follow ing 

w as published b y  Peterborough in the Daily Tele­
graph on N o vem b er 27 last in honour o f  this occasion, 
and is reproduced by his perm ission:

“ A n  illustrious ‘chain gan g’ w ill gather in the 
C ity  tonight, at W h ittin gton ’s w ine cellar in 
C ollege H ill, to celebrate the 82nd birthday o f 
a form er L o rd  M ayor, S ir  H arold G illett.

“ Beside the present incum bent, L o rd  M ais, 
the party' w ill include seven other form er holders 
o f  the office, S ir  C u llu m  W elch , S ir D enis T ru s - 
cott, S ir  R alph Perring, S ir L ionel D enny, S ir 
G ilb ert Inglefield, S ir  Ian Bow ater and S ir  Peter 
Studd.

“ O f  these S ir  C u llu m  and S ir  D enis take 
seniority over S ir  H arold G illett, w ho was Lord 
M ay o r in 1958-59. T h e  atm osphere tonight w ill 
be E lizabethan w ith  costum e m usicians strolling 
am ong the 70-odd guests. T h e ir  m usic w ill in­
clude a piece specially com posed in S ir H arold ’s 
honour” .

W e send ou r heartiest congratulations to C apt. 
Peter G yb b o n -M o n yp en n y  on his prom otion to 
M ajor w ith  effect from  January 1 last.

N ew s cam e to us recently that L t.-C o l. Roy 
H utchings, w ho is em ployed in the D epartm ent o f 
E nvironm ent, has been prom oted from  Principal to 
A ssistant Secretary, and we offer him  o u r heartiest 
congratulations on this im portant “ step u p ” .

A  welcom e visitor to Edgwrare on January' 9 w’as 
ex-C p l. J. L o n g (22542172) who served w ith  the ist 
Battalion from 1954 to 1968. D u ring his period o f 
service the Battalion did a tour o f duty' in Cy'prus 
where he was em ployed as an M T  Corporal.

He has joined the Regimental Association and, 
although he now' lives at Blackheath, he is hoping to 
visit us frequently.

T h e  popular secretary o f  our 9th Battalion Branch 
o f the D ie-H ards C lu b , Reggie M ears, w'ho has been 
suffering severely from  rheumatism  for some tim ^fc 
has recently undergone treatm ent in hospital as sr 
result o f w hich we are glad to know that he is better.

Ex-Pte. Percy M iddleton  (6200928), w ho served 
in both our regular Battalions before the 1939-45 
w ar and, on call up from  the A rm y R eserve in 1939, 
was posted to a unit o f  the 60th Rifles as he w'as not 
a m achine-gunner, sends his best wishes to all his 
old friends.

C apt. Philip M urray, one o f our form er 8th 
Battalion officers, has recently em igrated to A ustralia, 
w'here his son is a doctor.

H e w ill be m uch missed at ou r various functions, 
especially those connected w ith  the O fficers’ C lub , 
w hich he regularly attended.

W e w ish  him and his fam ily good luck and trust 
that they w ill be happy in their new surroundings.

L t.-C o l. A . N . (L izzie) O verell w rote ju st before 
Christm as to let us know that, after the death o f his 
second w'ife, he m oved into Staffordshire but soon 
decided to return to his old hunting ground, O xford , 
where most o f his friends are.

W hen he left H ong K o n g  over 30 years ago he 
becam e involved in the running o f  the H ong K o n g 
Association in England and, after all these years, he 
is still so involved.

E x - C S M  A rth u r Page (6201260), one o f ou r H ong 
K o n g  veterans, sends his best wishes from  C hester 
to all his old comrades.

O n N ovem ber 29 last a lightning v isit w'as paid 
to Edgw are by ex-C pl. John Pearce (14460037), 
who, whilst serving, was a driver in th e T ran sport 
Pool at H eadquarters British T ro o p s in E gypt, 
Ismailia.

A ll his friends in the Regim ent w ill be delighted 
to know' that the R ev. Peter Pearce G ou ld  has been 
appointed the R ector o f Backw ell, a parish in the 
diocese o f  Bath and W ells and only a few  m iles from  
Bristol.

His induction is due to take place on M arch  5, and 
w e wish him  every success on taking up his new 
appointm ent.

In a letter received recently ex-B dsm . Joe Peters 
(6196359) sent his greetings to all those m em bers 
o f  the Band o f  the 2nd Battalion who served with 
him  in India.
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E x-P te. C harlie Potter (6201244), who was 
w ounded at D unkirk w'hilst serving w ith  “ B ”  C om ­
pany o f  the 2nd Battalion, has had another spell in 
hospital where treatm ent has been given w ith  a 
view  to relieving him  o f the pain from w hich he 
still suffers. In a recent letter he wishes all old 
com rades health, wealth and happiness for 1973.

E x-P te. Fred Shepheard (6198766), another of 
ou r regular soldiers who, when called up from  the 
A rm y R eserve in 1939, w'as posted to  another unit 
•Jfcpuse he was not a trained machine gunner, sends 
I^ rb est wishes to all his old comrades.

H e was a survivor o f the b om bing o f H .T . Lan- 
castria in 1940.

O ur heartiest congratulations to  C /Sgt. A llan 
Stevens (22390259), the P S I on the strength o f 
“ A ”  (M x) Com pany, 6 (V) Q u een ’ s at Edgware, 
on w inning nearly £ 7,000 on Littlew 'ood’s football 
pools in January.

W e are glad to know  that this success has in no 
^ ^ a y  affected his military- efficien cy!!!

A  veteran o f the 2/gth Battalion and M achine G u n  
C orps, w ho w rote and sent his greetings to his old 
com rades recently, is D . C . Stew art (TF/1307).

A lth o u gh  living in D orset he still keeps m uch in 
touch w ith  the Regim ent and its Association.

E x-C p l. D . W . S topp (22308723), w ho last year 
em igrated to Australia (N ew  S outh W ales), w rote at 
C hristm as tim e and sent his best wishes for 1973 
to all m em bers o f the Regim ental Association.

A  short tim e ago we received news that, on the 
staff o f the Assistant Provost M arshal (L t.-C o l. 
M au rice Leonard), H ong K ong, is another old D ie- 
Hard, M ajor R oy T y le r , R M P . H e was a m em ber 
o f  the G u ard  o f  H onour w hen the R ight H onourable 
Leslie H ore-Belisha, m p , as Secretary o f  State for 
W ar, opened the D rill H all at Edgw are on A p ril 7, 
1938. A t  that tim e the 9th Battalion was the 60th 
Searchlight R egim ent R E  (9th Battalion T h e  M id d le­
sex R egim ent (D C O )).

O n Saturday, D ecem ber 30, C hristopher W eedon, 
son o f  M ajor and M rs. M artin  W eedon, w as m arried 
to M iss Rosem ary O rm ond at S t. N icholas C h u rch , 
Chaw ton, H ants.

W e send them  our best wishes for their future 
happiness.

A  welcom e visitor to the January- m eeting o f  the 
M ill Hill Branch was C /Sgt. Bill W righ t (1462617), 
w ho is still serving. O n the rare occasions that he 
is able to  do so he always makes a point o f  keeping 
in touch by visiting us at Edgware.

OBITUARY
S w o r d — O n January 2 9 , 1 9 7 3 ,  in an air crash near 

K yren ia, C yp ru s, M ajor Roderick W illiam  D en - 
nistoun Sw ord and his w ife M rs. Jean Sw ord.

A fter passing out o f  the R M C , Sandhurst 
“ R o d d y”  was com m issioned as a S eco n d -L ieu ­
tenant in the Regim ent on A u gu st 29, 1929 H e 
was eventually posted to the 2nd Battalion on 
its return from  foreign service and he served with 
that Battalion throughput the rem aining years o f 
peace and whilst it form ed part o f the B E F  in 
F rance and Belgium . It was, in fact, w hen the 
Battalion was in B elgium  that he gained his 
M ilitary  Cross. A fter the w ar he served in the ist 
Battalion as Second-in-C om m and from  1945 to 
1947. H e retired on Septem ber 30, 1954, and

•  eventually w ent to live at C oggeshall, near C o l­
chester.

T h e  follow ing trib ute has been paid b y  Brigadier 
A . E . G reen, DSO, o b e , w ho was a v ery  close 
friend o f “ R od d y”  S w ord :

I was deeply distressed to read o f  R od dy 
S w o rd ’s and his w ife Jean’s, tragic death 
in an air crash in C yp ru s. R od d y and I had been 
v ery  close friends since ou r cadetship days at 
Sandhurst.

W e served together w ith  the Battalion at 
G osport and w ith  the B E F  in  1939-40 and it was 
in Belgium  w here he gained one o f  the first 
Regim ental M C s o f  W ar II.

^He always used to decry  his gallantry saying 
hat it was entirely due to his then C O , now 
G eneral S ir  Brian H orrocks.
W hen I com m anded the is t  Battalion in 

19 45-47 R od dy was m y Second-in-C om m and 
for all that period durin g w hich he gave m e 
very  loyal and able support. H e kept m e hum an

(C ontinued from  page 10)

during these difficult early post-w ar days in 
G erm any w ith  his keen and delightfu l sense 
o f hum our largely against him self. R od dy had 
failings like the rest o f  us, b ut to m e he w as a 
colourfu l and charm ing friend, sincere and 
ebullient— farew ell old friend.

A .E .G .
A t  the funerals, w hich took place at G reat 

H orkesley C h u rch , near C olchester, on Saturday, 
February 10, the R egim ent was represented by 
M ajor-G en eral S ir  John W illo u gh b y, k b e , c b , 

C ol. and M rs. A . S . J. de S . C layton , and M ajor 
R. J. P. C um m ins, m b e .

W i l s o n — O n January 15, 1973, Ethel, w ido w  o f  ex- 
W O 2 R. E. W ilson (G/20807 and 6191208). S he 
was one o f the w ives o f  the R egim ent w ho spent 
her service life in m arried quarters throu ghout the 
whole tour o f her foreign service o f the 2nd B at­
talion betw een the wars from  1919 to 1931, and 
at hom e until her husband’ s discharge at the end 
o f  the 1939-45  war. S he always took the greatest 
interest in the life o f  the R egim ent and, w hatever 
was going on, she was always to  be found helping 
in any w ay she could.

S T O P  P R E S S
A s w e go to press new s has been received that the 

follow ing have d ie d :
M ajo r H . Sherw ood, t d , late 9th Battalion.
M ajor D . L . B inder, t d , late 2, 7th  Battalion.
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CO RRESPO N D EN CE

F rom : Brigadier N . P . Procter, C B E , M C  
G ro v e T w o ,

62 C h u rch  Road,
Fleet.

D ecem ber 22, 1972. 
T h e  Editor, The Die-H ards Newsletter 
M y  dear Fanny,

I have ju st received the N ovem ber Newsletter 
and read the letter o f Ernie Stebb ing w ith  delight.

A s  you  know  I had a m ost interesting letter from 
A ym ar C layton  w hich solved m y problem  as to the 
other guest at dinner and added the splendid account 
o f  how  the M ess received the news and in particular 
Phil W ra y ’s actions or reactions.

Ernie Stebbing— a very fam iliar name to me—  
carries on the story from  the “ C aptain ’s C ab in ” , the 
“ W ard R oom ” , to the “ Q uarter D e ck ”  and re­
actions I could on ly  guess at.

I had quite forgotten that the Band w ere away 
and none o f  m y photos o f the parade show  any 
m akers o f  m usic to jo lt m y m em ory.

T h e  p icture o f  R .S .M . W ard  as being at any 
tim e, anyw here, on any occasion in doubt is, in 
itself, an alm ost inconceivable event. A t  least it 
took a M onarch  to cause it.

It now  remains for som eone at the “ L o w er 
D e c k ”  or final recipient end to provide their m e­
m ories.

Best wishes to you  all for 1973.
Y ours,

H illing*  l t d .

FLORISTS

jo r  iotueri, f^ la n ti, etc.

MEMBERS o f INTERFLORA

(F low ers by  wire, 

any time and  any­

where throughout 

the world)

Phone: M ILL HILL 1387 

145 BROADWAY, MILL HILL, N.W.7

F ro m : M ajor R. IT. J- Sm ith, M B E , Curator, 
M iddlesex Regimental Museum

M iddlesex Regim ental M useum , 
Bruce Castle,

Lordship Lane,
Tottenham .

February 1, 1973- 
T h e  Editor, The Die-Hards Newsletter 
D ear Sir,

Each year I receive inquiries as to the 
abouts o f the graves o f m em bers o f  the Regim ent 
w ho w ere casualties during the years i 939~45 - I* 
m ay be o f  interest to readers o f  the Newsletter to 
know  the names on the Bayeux M em orial, France, 
o f ou r casualties w ho have no know n grave but w ere 
buried in that district. T h e  names o f  the follow ing 
10 m em bers o f the M iddlesex Regim ent w ho have 
no known graves are to be found on panel 16:

C apt. A . J. W arren, 2nd Battalion, 
attached Royal A rm y O rdnance 
C orps 8 .6 .19 4 ^ ^

Sgt. W . E. Ellison, 6207470, 1 st Bat-
talion T h e  M iddlesex Regim ent . .  6.8.1944

Sgt. F . J. Faircloth, 6850275, 2nd B at­
talion T h e  M iddlesex R egim ent . .  6.6.1944

C pl. A . V . Sym onds, 6211647, 1st B at­
talion T h e  M iddlesex R egim ent . .  15.7.1944

L /C pl. D . Collard, 6209851, 1st B at­
talion, T h e  M iddlesex R egim ent . .  30.6.1944

Pte. A . J. Barlow , 621433, 1st B at­
talion T h e  M iddlesex Regim ent . . 6.8.1944

Pte. W . J. Ford, 6203168, 1st B at­
talion T h e  M iddlesex R egim ent . .  30.6.1944

Pte. J. L . H obden, 6206492, 1 /8th
Battalion T h e  M iddlesex R egim ent 16.7.1944 

Pte. H . C . H . Jennings, 621673,
M iddlesex R egim ent and N o . 4 
Com m ando . . . . . . 6.6.1944

Pte. E . W eb b , 6925085, 8th Battalion
T h e  M iddlesex Regim ent . .  . .  7.8.1944

T h e  above list was sent to m e by M r. A . R. 
D rane, after receiving it from  the C om m onw ealth 
W ar G raves Com m ission— a very helpful and 
thoughtfu l gesture on his part.

T h e  1 st Battalion referred to above is the original 
2/8th Battalion w hich becam e the resuscitated i s f ^  
Battalion taking the place o f the 1st Battalion ( t l ^ ^  
57th and original D ie-H ards) lost in H on g K ong. 

Y o u rs  sincerely,
D i c k  S m i t h ,

C urator, R egim ental M useum ,
T h e  M iddlesex Regim ent (D C O ).
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O B I T U A R Y

It is w ith  deep regret that we have to announce 
the follow ing have d ie d :

J ^ te— O n D ecem ber 12, 1972, ex-Pte. A u b rey 
C la u d e Bate (50423), aged 76. H e enlisted on 
O ctob er 14, 1915, and served w ith  the 26th (S er­
vice) Battalion in the Salonika F ield  Force, where 
he contracted m alaria. A s  a result o f com pli­
cations w hich set in he was dow ngraded and, after 
the w ar, granted a disability pension. D u rin g  the 
1939-45 w ar he was em ployed as a clerk in the R E  
Records Office, Brighton.

H e had been a m em ber o f the R egim ental 
A ssociation for m any years and, although living

•  at a distance, frequently attended regim ental 
functions.

B l a x t e r — O n D ecem ber 14, 1972, C apt. A ugustus 
Pearce L lew ellyn  Blaxter, m a , aged 81. H e was 
educated at U niversity C ollege School and St. 
John’s C ollege, Cam bridge. O n com ing d o w n frcm  
the university he entered his father’ s firm  until 
A u gu st 1914 when he joined the n t h  (Service) 
Battalion o f  the Regim ent. H e saw service in 
E gyp t and Palestine and after being invalided 
hom e he w'as appointed an instructor at the Sm all 
A rm s School, H ythe. A fter the w ar he rejoined 
his firm  and, when it becam e pub lic  in the name 
o f D aw son and Barfos som e 20 years ago he b e­
cam e the first chairm an until he retired in the 
late 1960s. H e joined the W o rshipful C om pan y of 
Founders in 1920, becam e W arden in 1941 and 
M aster in 1949.

B o w e r — O n January 14, 1973, M ajor G eoffrey 
A rth u r H olm e Bow er, aged 84. W ith  his death 
the R egim ent has lost one o f its m ost loyal D ie- 
H ards, whose keenness and enthusiasm , especially 
on his old Battalion, rem ained to  the end.

H e was com m issioned as a 2nd -Lieutenant in 
the 7th  Battalion (T F )  on M a y  5, 1909. T w o

•  m onths later he was the C olo u r Ensign w hen the 
Battalion supplied a G uard  o f H onour for H R H  
T h e  Prince o f W ales (later K in g  G eorge V ), 
during his visit to Bisley. H e perform ed a sim ilar 
d u ty  at the Sanctuary o f W estm inster A b b ey  
w hen a G uard  o f H onour was found on the 
occasion o f the Coronation o f  K in g  G eorge V  
and Q ueen M ary  on June 23, 19 11. H e was p ro­
m oted C aptain on June 24, 1913, and appointed 
Battalion Instructor o f  M usketry. In Septem ber 
1914, after the Battalion had reached Gibraltar, 
he was appointed A djutant. H e held this appoint­
m ent until 1916, b y  w hich tim e the Battalion 
had joined the B E F  and fought in a num ber o f 
actions. H e then becam e S taff C aptain o f 13 Bri- 

^ ^ g a d e  and later as a tem porary M ajor, its Brigade 
^ ^ M a jo r. In July 1916 he was aw arded the M ilitary 

Cross and, b y  the end o f the war, he had been 
m entioned in despatches three tim es.

W hen the T erritorial A rm y opened for recruit­
ing in 1922 he im m ediately volunteered to join

his old Battalion and was given com m and o f a 
com pany. H e eventually becam e S econd-in- 
Com m and o f  the Battalion and retired as such on 
S eptem ber 1, 1938, on reaching the age lim it.

W hen second line T A  Battalions w ere form ed 
before the outbreak o f  the 1939-45 w ar he was 
allowed as a special case to rejoin and was appointed 
Second-in-Com m and o f  ou r z[yth  Battalion, an 
appointm ent w hich he held until A u gu st 1940 
w hen he was posted to  a hom e service unit. H e 
was a tow er o f strength to  the 7th  Battalion O C A  
and, w hilst his health perm itted, he attended every 
parade and social function.

A t the funeral service on January 19 the coffin 
was draped w ith  the K in g ’s C olo u r o f  the 7th  
Battalion— the C olo ur w hich, as C olo ur Ensign, 
he had carried on m any G uards o f  H onour. 
Included in the service w ere the follow ing lines, 
w ritten by John D yden , w hich  w ere particu larly 
appropriate to G eoffery Bow er;

H e never knew what envy was or hate 
H is soul was filled  with love and honesty and 
what maybe is out of date— Modesty.

C o o k — O n O ctober 1, 1972, ex-Pte. Frederick Cook 
(6193667), aged 71 . Fred d y C ook was one o f  those 
colourful characters o f  the 2nd Battalion o f  the 
years between the tw o w orld wars. Sm all o f body, 
great o f  heart and a dynam o o f  energy, he was one 
o f those rare persons w ho had no enem ies. A  
tough little boxer and fighter at bantam -w eight 
he was quite w illing to box at any w eight and in 
his younger days he sparred w ith  T o m  Berry, 
the light heavy w ho held the British and British 
Em pire titles. O n  com pletion o f  his C olo ur 
Service he returned to  civil life and, as was com - 
m on-place w ith  ex-servicem en in the 1930s, he 
had a very difficult tim e until, by dint o f  his 
natural ability and great courage, he eventually 
established h im self in his ow n florist shop in 
W atlin g A venue, B urnt Oak, w hich , due entirely 
to his efforts, was a real “ m oney spinner” .

O utside business hours he encouraged the 
youth o f Edgw are to  jo in  his b oxin g  clu b  and 
h im self tau ght them  the noble art. N o t only was 
you th  cared for, but m em bers o f  the old generation, 
especially pensioners, w ere the recipients o f his 
generosity w hen th ey patronised his shop, for 
he sold them  goods at m uch reduced prices. T h e  
regard in w hich  this great-hearted little m an was 
held was apparent b y  the large num ber o f m ourners 
o f all generations w ho attended to show  their 
regard as the cortège passed his shop in W atlin g 
A venue.

In the chapel and at the graveside w ere senior 
officers and D ie-H ards o f  all ranks, m any o f 
w hom  had travelled long distances in order to 
pay their respects. F reddy was laid to rest on 
O ctob er 9, w earing the tie o f  the R egim ent of 
w hich  he was so proud.
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D a y — O n  January 1 1 , 1 9 7 3 ,  a t  the Infirm ary, Royal 
H ospital, C helsea, ex-Pte. W illiam  V enner D ay, 
aged 8 5 . H e served w ith  the Royal Fusiliers from 
O ctob er 1 9 0 4  to N o vem b er 1 9 0 7  and w ith  the 
M id d lesex  R egim ent from M arch  19 0 8  to M arch 
1929. H e had been an In-Pensioner at the Royal 
H ospital for the past tw o years.

D u i r s — O ld m em bers o f the 9th Battalion who 
served in the East during the 19 14 -18  war, w ill 
be saddened to hear o f the death o f  C apt. Frank 
D u irs, m c , early this year. H e died in a nursing 
hom e in Falm outh having suffered great pain in 
his legs from  frost-bite ever since serving w ith  the 
Russian convoys during the 1939-45 war.

H e was com m issioned to the 9th Battalion 
shortly  after the outbreak o f w ar in 1914, served at 
S ittingbourne, proceeded w ith  the Battalion to 
India in O ctob er 1914, was stationed at D inapore, 
D u m  D u m , Raw alpindi, K h an sp u r in the M urree 
H ills, Solon  and A m bala.

H e w as posted to  the old “ H ”  C om p an y, sub­
sequently “ D ”  C om pan y when the four-com pany 
system  cam e in, his C om p an y C om m ander being 
C apt. A . G . Bartholom ew . In 1916 “ D ”  C om pany 
w as sent on detachm ent to F ort A ttock  w hich 
guards the b ridge over the river Indus, when he 
and his great friend A . F . H . M iev ille  (father o f 
M ajor C hristopher M ieville) w ere ord erly officer 
practically every other day. W hen  the Battalion 
proceeded to M esopotam ia Frank D u irs was in 
com m and o f  the transport section, took part in 
operations at N ejif, the attack on the Jebel H am rin, 
the crossing o f  the L esser Zab and the final 
round-up o f  the T u rk s  at Shargat, when he was 
aw arded the M ilitary  Cross.

L ittle  is know n o f  his activities in the 1939-45 
w ar w hen he jo in ed  the R oyal N a vy , but it w'as 
on the Russian convoys that he suffered such 
severe frost-bite as a result o f  w hich his dis­
ability entitled him  to a m axim um  w ar disability 
pension.

In th e 9th Battalion he w as a v ery  popular and 
efficient officer w ho, am ongst other things, 
created the Battalion concert party, w hich  toured 
in M esopotam ia before the Battalion jo in ed  the 
E xped itionary Force. H e was a m an o f  charm ing 
personality, m odest and m ost courageous.
(W ith  acknowledgments to L t.-C o l. G . L . F ox, 
T D , D L .)

E d m o n d s — O n January 3, 1973, ex-P te. Frank
E dgar E dm onds, aged 67. H e enlisted in the East 
S u rrey  R egim ent in O ctob er 1925 and served 
w ith  that R egim ent until A p ril 1933 w hen he was 
transferred to the A rm y Reserve. H e re-enlisted in 
A u g u st 1937 in  the M idd lesex R egim ent and 
served in  the 2nd Battalion until M a y  1939 wrhen 
he was discharged as p hysically  unfit ow ing to a 
foot injury.

A t  th e rim e o f  his death he and his fam ily w ere 
in occupation o f  14 A lb uh era C lose, Enfield.

F i r m a n — O n  N o vem b er 14, 1972, e x -W 0 2  Frank 
Firm an (6200579), a8ed 55- H e joined the 2nd 
Battalion on A u gu st 5, 1932, as an enlisted boy 
and, after three years’ service as such, he came 
on m an ’ s service in 1935. A  year later he was 
posted to the R egim ental D epo t at M ill H ill for 
a tou r o f  duty. In 1940 he was posted to the 1 /8th 
B attalion (T A ), w ith  w hich  he served until 1944.

For the next tw o years he served w ith  i/7th B at­
talion (T A ) and then to extra regim ental em ­
ploym ent. Posted to the D epot as T rain in g C S M  
he was responsible for the training o f the recruits 
for the Open D ay Parade to mark the bicentenary 
o f the 57th Regim ent held on M ay  12, 1956. On 
com pletion o f his tour at the D epot in 1958 he 
was posted to the 1st Battalion where he remained 
until he was posted as a Perm anent S taff Instructor 
to 3rd Battalion Q ueen ’s S urrey Regim ent (T A ).
H e was then the senior W O 2  in the Regim ent.
H e retired to pension in 1963 b ut kept in to u d fc  
w ith  the Regim ent as a m em ber o f  the M ill H S P  
Branch, D ie-H ards C lub , and travelled from  his 
home in Epsom  to attend reunions when time 
and health allowed. H is health had not been robust 
for the past nine years, but none the less his death 
at such an early age came as a shock to  his m any 
friends and comrades. ^

H o w s — On M arch  6, 1 9 7 3 ,  Eljhy, w idow  o f  e x -W 0 2  f
H ow s, m b e  ( 6 1 8 9 7 2 4 ) .  A  kind-hearted person, 
she w ill be rem em bered b y  a past generation o f  
O rderly Corporals for the cup o f tea w ith  w hich 
she greeted them  when delivering Battalion 
Orders at m arried quarters.

J e f f e r s o n — O n July 16, 1972, M ajor A lan D avid  
Jefferson, aged 60. H e was educated at H ighgate 
School and was com m issioned in the 7th  B at­
talion (T A ) in January 1933 and served in “ A ”
(H ighgate) and “ C ”  (H ornsey) Com panies before 
the 1939-45 w ar> when he was em ployed in the 
C ity  M erchant Banking firm  o f M organ G renfell 
&  C o. L td . D u rin g the war he served in France 
and Belgium , N orth A frica  and Italy w ith  the 
1 /7th and 2/7th Battalions. A fter the war he spent 
som e years in K u w ait w ith  an oil com pany before 
returning to the U K  where he ran a hotel at 
W oolpit, near B ury St. Edm unds. L a tterly  he 
owned a restaurant in H em el H em pstead.

K i n g — O n M ay 24, 1971, C apt. V ivian  L y le  K ing, 
m c , t d , aged 7 7 .  D u rin g the 1914-18 w ar he served 
with the 13th (Service) Battalion and w on the 
M ilitary  Cross in 1916. Before that war he was 
an undergraduate at K eble  C ollege, O xford, at 
the same tim e as Brigadier N eville  Procter, and 
both played for the V arsity “ A ”  X V  at rugger.
From  1920 to 1954 he was an A ssistant M aster 
at Cheltenham  C ollege when it appears that he 
was connected w ith  the O T C ,  since he was 
aw arded a Territorial D ecoration for his services.

P e t r i e — On February 19, 1973, peacefully at her 
hom e in M ill H ill, Ena, beloved w ife o f C apt.
A . G . Petrie, m b e .

S a s s — O n N ovem ber 14, 1972, L t.-C o l. G eorge «
C yril Bernard Sass, aged 57. H e was educated at 
Beaum ont C ollege and was com m issioned in the 
7th  Battalion (T A ) on June 15, 1935. A fter nearly 
two years w ith  “ D ”  (Tottenham ) C om pany he 
was granted a regular com m ission in the S outh 
Lancashire R egim ent (Prince o f W ales V o lu n ­
teers). O n retirem ent he was Regim ental S ec­
retary, T h e  Lancashire Regim ent (P W V ) from 
1959 to x97°  and T h e  Q u een ’s Lancashire R e a ^  
m ent from 1970 to  1972. B P

( Continued on page 7 )
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Secretary 's Notes

N e w  S e c r e t a r y
M ajor A . E . F . W aldron, m b e , relieved C o l. F. 

W alden, m b e , d l , as Secretary o f  the R egim ental 
Association w ith  effect from  January 1, 1973.

e v o le n t  C a s e s
uring the quarter ended D ecem ber 3 1, 1972, 

the sum  o f £728 55 was expended from  the C h ari­
table Fund in m aking grants to 37 ex-m em bers of 
the R egim ent, or their dependants.

D o n a tio n s — C h a r ita b le  F u n d
T h e  Secretary gratefu lly acknowledges donations 

to the C haritable Fund from  M ajor P. G . V . Bellers, 
M ajor F . H . Blackburn, M r. D . E . S . C avill, M r. 
J. C . C lark, B rigadier A . E. G reen  (in m em ory o f 
the late M ajor and M rs. R. W . D . Sw ord), M r.

J. H am bly, M r. J. K n igh t, L t.-C o l. H . P. 
^ L a m b e rt, T h e  L illey  Benevolent T ru s t, D /M ajor

G . A . G . Piper, 3 R R F , C apt. J. R . C . R iseley, M r
D . R. Sankey, M ajor J. A . A . W illiam s and M r.
F . E . W ookey.

V is it  to  L i l le  a n d  G o n d e c o u r t
A  party o f  21 m em bers, including w ives, m ade the 

jou rn ey to L ille  and G on deco urt from  N o vem b er 24 
to 26, 1972, to take part in the cerem onies to mark 
the 29th anniversary o f the death o f C apt. M ichael 
T roto bas (Capitaine M ichele), w ho was killed by 
the G estapo on N o vem b er 27, 1943.

T h e  cerem onies follow ed closely on the lines o f 
those o f the previous year, w hich  w ere so w ell 
described b y  C o l. C layton  in the F eb ruary 1972 
issue (N o. 17) o f  the Die-H ards Newsletter.

T h e  usual lavish hospitality o f  ou r French friends 
was in evidence throughout the visit. N o t only w ere 
w e entertained to luncheon on Saturday, the 25th, 
b y the M ayor and C ouncillors o f  G ondecourt, but 
the two Resistance G roups closely connected w ith  
M ichael T roto bas— Reseau Sylvestre and Resistance 
Fer— also entertained us royally, the form er to 
luncheon before w e le ft on Sunday, the 26th, and 

latter to a banquet on the evening o f  Saturday, 
^ W e  25th. Prior to the banquet w e attended a re­

ception at the offices o f  L a  Voix du Nord, the new s­
paper w hich  had played a m ost im portant part in 
the Resistance m ovem ent, w here cham pagne was 
liberally  dispensed.

It was a m ost successful v isit and was m uch en­
jo y ed  b y  everyone w ho m ade the jou rney.

A .E .F .W .

E A L IN G  B R A N C H
T h is  lovely British w eather has nearly put an 

e n i t o  our Branch. T h e  m eeting o f D ecem ber had 
to^^fe cancelled and all upright m em bers had to be 
nouned by phone or post.

F irstly, the Secretary was hit b y  acute bronchitis 
together w ith  a m inor heart attack, w hich  p u t him 
in bed for a m onth, and he is still coughing his head 
off.

T h e  chairm an, G eorge Ife, had a bad attack o f 
the same sort and “ C om p o”  W hite had the most 
serious o f all, pneum onia. It is still touch and go.

B ob by W illiam s, the “ M igh ty  A to m ”  o f the 
branch had a black-out and sustained a “ hair line”  
fracture o f the right tibia, a broken nose and lacera­
tions o f the head. W hen I visited him  in C layponds 
H ospital he told m e he fell in front o f  a m otor-car 
so I suppose he can be considered lucky to be alive 
at all.

Finally, our dear old lady M rs Ruston fell dow n 
the stairs and fractured her fem ur and pelvis. 
T h e  doctors o f K in g  Edw ards H ospital, Ealing, 
pinned her together and she is now  w alking about 
again. She was 94 on January 25. W e heard news o f 
Brigadier John W hite late o f the 8th Battalion. H e 
is in a nursing hom e at H indhead, not very w ell, b ut 
I understand he is being visited by his w ife and son.

A lso  a letter from  B illy  C ook, 8th Battalion 
D ru m s 19 14-18 , who is still happy and lives in 
Australia.

W e look forward to our A .G .M . in M arch  and 
hope all ou r invalids w ill be better by then.

G ood wishes to  all O ld  D ie-H ards for 1973.
A l b e r t  W h i t e

H O R N S E Y  A N D  E N F IE L D  B R A N C H
W e extend ou r best wishes to all “ D ie-H ard s”  

and th eir fam ilies for a very H ealthy, H appy and 
Prosperous N ew  Y ear.

I hope you  have all got over the effects o f  the 
C hristm as eating, drinking and m erry m akin g!!! 
A lso that you  are now  looking forward to attending 
m any Association and Branch functions this year.

W e are still experiencing difficulty in getting  
m em bers to  com e out o f their “ shells”  and v isit us, 
but w ho knows, perhaps this year w ill see a break­
through. W e are sending a questionnaire to all our 
m em bers (w ith a stam ped addressed envelope) 
asking for com m ents and suggestions, so let us hope 
I get som e replies even if  th ey  are a b it “ sa lty” !!!

I spent a very enjoyable week recently w ith  ex- 
R .S .M . “ R ocky”  K n igh t (and our ladies o f  course) 
and am pleased to report that they have settled dow n 
very n icely in Penzance and are in excellent health. 
Incidentally they are both very active m em bers o f 
the local senior citizens com m unity centre and are 
doing an excellent jo b  organising and participating 
in a num ber o f  social activities. In fact I ’m  sure 
“ R ocky”  w ill eventually hold a “ D rill Parade” .

“ H ere’s strength to yo u r arm ”  w hatever you  are 
in 1973 and I hope to see a lot o f  you in good fe tt le !!!

L e s  H o s s l e n

M I L L  H I L L  B R A N C H
S ince the last D ie-H ards Newsletter was published 

there have been visits b y  Father Christm as, in­
felicitous influenza, incom e tax dem ands and A lf  
D am on. T h e  first and the last w ere w elcom e and 
brought pleasure, both travelled b y  air, the first
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from  the Lan d o f  S now  in his reindeer sleigh and 
A lf  from  Tasm ania in a Boeing 707. A lf, w ho is 
one o f  the original m em bers o f the 16th (Public 
Schools) Battalion, was delighted to m eet again 
N oel Peters w ho was a com rade in the trenches 
w ith  him  in France. H e was hoping to m eet another 
com rade o f  the 16th, L e s  M ilton , w ho slept in the 
next bed cot to him  during the Battalion’s early 
days at W oldingham , b ut unfortunately was not 
able to do so.

A nother w elcom e visitor w ho w ill now  be attend­
ing ou r m onthly m eetings is M ajor Frank W aldron, 
w ho has succeeded C ol. W alden as Secretary o f 
ou r Regim ental Association. H e and G race W aldron 
are w ell know n to  m any o f  ou r m em bers and this 
is m anifest when they walk in the door during our 
gatherings. O ne incident in their regim ental life is 
surely unique. W hen Frank was on the D epot staff 
at M ill H ill, M rs. W aldron was out shopping 
w heeling their baby son B ruce in a peram bulator 
w hen C ol. M au rice Brow ne, the then C olonel o f 
the Regim ent, m et her. H e im m ediately insisted 
that he should w heel the b ab y and this he did. 
W e chaps w ho served w ith  C ol. B row ne and knew 
him  for so m any years can visualise the scene and 
w ould give pounds to have seen it.

A  new ly-joined m em ber o f  the branch is e x -C p l. 
A lb ert C hin n erv, one o f ou r veterans w ho fought 
at the Battle o f  M on s w ith  “ B ”  C om pany o f  our 
4th Battalion. H e was one o f  the m en w ho carried 
his m usket throu ghout the w ar w ith  the same b at­
talion. H e also carried a bag o f horse shoes as he was 
the battalion “ S h o e-E y” . H e enlisted in M ay 1908 
and on A lb uh era D a y this year he w ill be celebrating 
his 83rd birthday. H e now  lives contentedly with 
his w ife in Jersey, C hannel Islands. T h e  C hannel 
Islands have seen the D ie-H ards a num ber o f times 
during the regim ent’s life. It was during the stay o f 
2nd Battalion 19 0 7-1910 , a Band B oy nam ed the 
Islands as “ Jersey, G uernsey, C ardigan and Socks”  
on his geography test— so I am given to believe.

A n oth er freshly-enrolled m em ber, one o f  a later 
generation, is ex -S gt. K e ith  L lo yd , w ho served for 
22 years from  1950, during w hich  tim e he served 
in M alaya, C yp ru s, G ib raltar, N o rth  A frica, N o rth ­
ern Ireland, G uyana, G erm any, and Bahrain, 
ending up his service once m ore in Ireland w hich 
he declares started all the tro u b le ! Readers o f Soldier 
m agazine and The D ie-H ards Journal w ill no doubt 
rem em ber his various articles and photographs 
published over the years. A  versatile bloke he was 
for a tim e com m entator and com pere o f  the Forces 
Broadcasting Services sports program m es w hilst 
stationed on the “ R o ck ” . N o t on ly can he throw  
his voice, he can also throw  a good right hand in the 
ring as his boxin g trophies prove.

A  n um ber o f ou r m em bers w ere w ith  the regi­
m ental p arty ’s v isit to G on d eco u rt and L ille  last 
N o vem b er w hen w e paid ou r respects to  “ Captaine 
M ic h e l”  w ho w ill be rem em bered in  the 2nd B at­
talion as P .S .M . M ich ael T ro to b a s (6200958) and 
M entioned in D ispatches for his action in reversing 
the V ickers m achine-gun on its tripod, so obtaining 
a high angle enabling him  to b rin g dow n a G erm an 
plane w h ich  was shooting up the colum n on its 
w ay to D u n kirk. O n the next visit to L ille  M ajor 
Philip  M arshall, w ho has m any personal recollec­
tions o f  M ich ael T roto b a s as a m em ber o f  his 
b oxin g team  and in the actions fou gh t in 1940,

hopes to be present. M ajor M arshall, whom  I met 
recently, requests me to pass his greetings to com ­
rades with whom  he served.

G reetings to D ie-H ards are also sent by “ C o ck ”  
or “ C ockney B ob ”  G room bridge from  Adelaide, 
A ustralia, an old soldier o f the 20th (Shoreditch) 
Battalion, and “ P ip ”  C onnor, m m , a veteran o f the 
21 st (Islington) and 2nd Battalions from  Ontario, 
Canada. W e o f the M ill H ill Branch send ou r greet­
ing to all D ie-H ards o f every Branch and look for­
ward to w elcom ing them  at any o f ou r gatherings 
they are able to attend. _

M a j o r  D i c k  S m it ® ^

P O R T S M O U T H  A N D  G O S P O R T  B R A N C H

M eetings have been held regularly each m onth 
since our last notes. T h ere  is nothing very exciting 
to  report, though, as it is only the regular few  who 
keep the Branch going— where are all those we 
knew ? T h ere  are quite a few  in this area. I f  you  are 
one o f these D ie-H ards and read these notes give us a 
v isit on the second Friday in each m onth at t l ^  
R A F  C lu b , G osport. ^

W e m anaged to m uster a party o f 14 to  attend 
the A rm istice Service at M ill H ill, and enjoyed the 
get-together after the Service at Edgware.

A t our D ecem ber m eeting w e had our usual 
exchange o f gifts w hich was enjoyed b y  all present.

W e are sorry to report that old pal Jack D eans is 
in hospital. G et w ell soon Jack.

A lso  M rs. Buckle had a spell in hospital over the 
Christm as period having been knocked dow n b y  a 
car— but she is now  out and w e hope that she w ill 
soon be back on her feet.

N o t m uch else except to w ish all readers a H appy 
N ew  Y ear.

M a c

9th B A T T A L IO N  B R A N C H

T h e  Christm as season has gone and w e are now 
on our w ay into 1973.

M ost o f  us are too old in the teeth to m ake pre­
dictions for the future and experience has shown 
us that they seldom com e off.

A s for resolutions w e believe that it is alwayjg 
perm issible to  state that we are still loyal to our G oi^ j 
Q ueen and C ountry, and that includes ou r own 
M iddlesex Regim ental Association.

A t Christm as w e received m any cards and letters 
from  the old comrades. T h e y  have been acknow ­
ledged and w e are grateful for their w ishes.

T h a t old D ie-H ard from  D orset, M ajor H . Sher­
w ood, wrote, and seeks the com pany o f the few  o f 
us who visited him  last year. W e shall be there.

Som e other old D ie-H ards, P ercy F ice, T in y  
M ellow s, and the oldest o f them  all, C /S gt. C o r­
nelius K in g , now  H er M ajesty ’ s guest at Chelsea, 
send their best wishes to  you all.

T h e  inform ation put in the Newsletter a few  
issues back about Frank W oods o f P re s to n ,^ k s  
borne fruit; several o f the m em bers have w r itte ffto  
him  and som e have visited him . Besides that he has 
received great help from  S S A F A  in Preston, in 
receiving or perhaps the prom ise o f  tw o invalid 
chairs, one for the house and one for the street.
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C o l. F . W alden has done a lot behind the scenes 
and for this Frank is gratefu l and we are also.

I f  you  should hear o f any old com rade w ho re­
quires help, please give the facts to C ol. F . W alden 
and our Association w ill be there to help; in fact 
any old soldier w ho is in need should be helped.

I do not know  if  any o f you  w hen glancing through 
your national paper noticed that the i/7th Gurkhas 
w ere m entioned as supplying the G uard  at B ucking­
ham Palace.

T h is  splendid Battalion recruited from  the 
N eoalese was a unit o f the 53rd Indian Infantry 
B^ftade in w hich  the old 9th served w hilst in M eso- 
patamia. W e w ell rem em ber them  for their great 
fighting abilities.

T h e  pleasing thought is that the Battalion did 
not receive the axe as we d id ; long may they live.

Perhaps it is a bit early to ask you  to place in your 
diaries the date o f ou r dinner this year, w hich is 
Saturday, M a y  19, at the same rendezvous, the 
V icto ry  C lu b , Seym our S t., W .2. Y o u  w ill be 
getting inform ation o f this later and we hope you 
w ill be able to be present, accom panied b y you r wife

d friends.
O n the Saturday previous is the A lb uhera Service 

at St. P au l’ s C athedral, and in the evening the Annual 
R eunion o f the Association at Porchester Hall, 
Q ueensw ay, W .2. W e do hope you  w ill also support 
th e Service and the Reunion.

A ll best washes to you all.
R. T .  M e e r s

W O s  A N D  S E R G E A N T S ’ B R A N C H
O u r last tw o m eetings o f  1972 were like previous 

ones for last year, w ell supported by ou r m em bers. 
A t  the N ovem ber m eeting 42 m em bers and guests 
w ere present and for our C hristm as D raw  m eeting 
in D ecem ber; despite illness w hich kept several 
aw ay 62 m em bers and guests cam e along to enjoy 
a w onderful evening. A lth o u gh  all could not be 
lucky in the draw  I am sure no one was disappointed 
w ith  the evening. W e w ere very pleased to welcom e 
C o l. Ian Burrow s at the D ecem ber m eeting. H e 
said how  happy he was to  have m et m any old 
friends and rem arked on the friendly and fam ily 
spirit o f  the m eeting. T h is  was his first visit to this 
Branch and w e sincerely hope that it w ill not be 
the last and that he w ill pay us m any m ore visits in

e future.
W e w ere also very pleased to see Jack M eacock 

at our N o vem b er m eeting, although he has been a 
m em ber since 1969. T h is  was his first v isit to the 
Branch. H e is at present w ith  the 3rd Q ueens in 
C yp ru s, where he m et up w ith  C /Sgt. Bill Sm ith, 
w hom  he persuaded along w ith  S gt. Jack O ’ Sullivan, 
to jo in  the Branch. W e look forw ard to m eeting 
all three when th ey return to E ngland this year.

Since w e last w rote, in addition to  the above two, 
three other new m em bers have joined us— ex -W O  I 
A . J. D aCosta, ex -S gt. J. L eat, b e m , C /Sgt. Stevens 
m aking a total o f 15 new m em bers for 1972.

W e can, I think, look back and say it was a very 
su ^ essfu l year for w hich credit m ust be given to 
a lj^ p o se  m em bers w ho have regularly supported 
the Branch at the m onthly m eetings; to Charlie 
Banks and his w ife w ho have not only prepared the 
room  for our m eetings but cleared up afterw ards and 
ran the b ar; to Peter Edw ards and Stan H urlock, 
ou r tw o com m ittee men, to that supporter w ho

looks after the buffet and to all those w ho give gifts 
for the raffles. T o  them  all I give m y personal 
thanks, for the help they have given m e, and their 
contribution tow ards m aking the Branch a success.

N o w  for 1973 w hen we hope w e can carry on the 
good w ork o f 1972. A t  our M arch  m eeting we are 
entertaining the Portsm outh and G osport Branch 
when w e hope to  have a fu ll house and m eet up 
w ith  some old friends w e seldom  see.

T h is  year also w elcom es in M ajor Frank W aldron 
as Secretary o f  the Regim ental Association and we 
extend to him  ou r sincere wishes for a successful 
term  o f  office. W e are, how ever, sorry that we have 
to say farew ell to C o l. F. W alden as Secretary, for 
“ Fan n y” , as he was dearly called b y  all w ho served 
under him, was devoted to his w ork and to the R egi­
m ental Association and did so m uch for all the 
Branches o f T h e  D ie-H ards C lu b . W h a t more 
can we say than “ thank you, sir, for all you  did for 
us? W e look forw ard to  m any visits to us at our 
future m eetings, and w e all w ish you  a happy retire­
m ent.”

T o  D ie-H ards everyw here w e send greetings and 
best wishes.

L e n  J o h n s o n

R E G U L A R  FO R C E S  E M P L O Y M E N T  
A S S O C IA T IO N

( N A T I O N A L  A S S O C I A T I O N  F O R  E M P L O Y ­
M E N T  O F  R E G U L A R  S A IL O R S , S O L D I E R S  

A N D  A IR M E N )
T h is  Association is part o f the Forces R esettlem ent 

S ervice and its object is to find suitable em ploym ent 
for m en and wom en when th ey leave the Services 
and in the years thereafter. It is registered as a 
charity and draws its incom e from  P ub lic Funds 
and from  the Services Benevolent and W elfare 
Organisation.

T H E  A S S O C I A T I O N  G I V E S  A L L  I T S  S E R ­
V I C E S  F R E E .

Its services are available to  all w ho have not 
taken com m issioned rank in th e R egular Forces 
and w ho leave w ith  character assessm ents o f “ G o o d ”  
or better after m ore than three years’ service, or 
have been invalided from  the S ervice before com ­
pleting three years.

T h e  Association works in  close co-operation 
w ith  the Services, the M in istry  o f  D efen ce and the 
D epartm ent o f Em ploym ent, and operates through 
43 branches covering the U nited  K in gdom , each o f 
w hich is run b y  an Em ploym ent O fficer w ho has 
been in the S ervice h im self and is in close touch w ith 
local em ployers.

T h e  Association is at you r service. T h e  addresses 
and telephone num bers o f  its branches can b e ob ­
tained from  C orps and Regim ental Associations, 
from  Post Offices and from  E m ploym ent Exchanges.
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