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"FORMATION OF 4th BATTALION THE 

QUEEN’S REGIMENT COMPANY

In O ctober last the M in istry o f D efence gave fo r­
mal approval to those units w hich had been nom inated 
for reduction in Phase 11 o f  the A rm y rundow n to be 
retained at com pany strength. T h is , o f  course 
affected the 4th Battalion T h e  Q u een ’s Regim ent who 
w ere the successors to the 1st Battalion (57th/77th) 
T h e  M iddlesex R egim ent (D C O ). S ubsequently, 
the A rm y Board o f the D efence C ou n cil form ally 
approved o f  the follow ing title to be adopted b y  the 
C om pany:

4th Battalion T h e  Q u een ’s R egim ent A lbuhera 
C om pany.

T h e  C om pany was form ed at Risborough Barracks, 
S hom cliffe, on January 1, and has been allocated the 
role o f recruiting duties for the Q u een ’s D ivision.

T h e  initial strength o f the C om pany w ill be 2 
Officers and 36 soldiers, plus 4 attached.

T h e  Q u een ’s Regim ental Inform ation T ea m  is to 
be absorbed into the C om pany and its first C om pany 
C om m ander is to b e M ajor G . M ason, Q u een ’s.

A N N U A L  R E U N IO N  1971
Arrangem ents have been m ade to hold the Annual 

R eunion this year at Porchester H all on Saturday, 
M ay 15, from  7 p.m . to 11.45 p.m .

Charges for adm ission w ill be the same as in 
previous years, nam ely:

Single tickets, 2s. 6d. (12 |p).
D o u b le  tickets (adm itting lady and gentlem an), 

4s. (2op).
Further details w ill be issued in due course.

“  A L B U H E R A  D A Y  19 71
T h e  Service o f Rem em brance this year w ill be 

held in the N orth  T ra n sep t C hapel (the Baptistry) of 
St. Paul’s Cathedral at 2.30 p.m . on Saturday, 
M a y  15.

F urther details w ill be notified to all D ie  H ards in 
due course.

REMEMBRANCE DAY 1970

C erem ony at the F ield  o f Rem em brance 

T h e  annual cerem ony at the Field o f Rem em brance 
at W estm inster A b b e y  took place on Saturday, 
N o vem b er 7.

A  large num ber o f ex-m em bers o f  the Regim ent 
w ere present, as w ell as civic dignitaries, headed by 
L t.-G en era l G . C . Bucknall, c b , m c , d l , Assistant 
Lieutenant o f  the M idd lesex A rea o f G reater London, 
and by the R ight H onourable the Chairm an o f the 
G reater London C ouncil, Peter B lack, E sq., j p .

T h is  year the M ayors o f  the various Boroughs 
them selves w ere able to attend since the cerem ony did 
not clash w ith the L o rd  M a y o r ’s Show . T h is  also 
enabled M ajor S ir  H arold G illett, b a r t , m c , a past 
L o rd  M ay o r o f London, w ho has a place in the C ity  
Procession, to be present and to represent the 1 /7th 
Battalion.

A fter the usual short service at the C o u n ty  M em o ­
rial in the M idd lesex G uildhall, conducted b y  the 
Rev. P. L . Pearce G ould , o b e , a  procession form ed up 
and m oved to the R egim ental Plot.

O n arrival at the plot C ol. A . S . J. de S . C layton, 
d l , D epu ty C olonel (M id dlesex) T h e  Q u een ’s 
Regim ent, after saying “ W e plant these crosses today 
in m em ory o f  ou r fallen com rades o f  the M iddlesex 
R egim ent” , planted the first cross. H e then invited 
H er M ajesty ’s L ieutenant fo r the M idd lesex  A rea  o f 
G reater London to plant a cross. T h e se  w ere follow ed 
by the C haplain, and the follow ing representatives o f 
Battalions:

1 st Battalion M ajor-G eneral
S ir  John W illo u gh b y, k b e , c b  

2nd „  M r. L . C . W est
3rd „  B rigadier B. B . Rackham ,

CB , M C , DL
4th ,, M r. C . A sh b y

t/7th 11 M ajor S ir  H arold G illett,
BART, MC

2/7th  ,, L t .-C o l. J. D . G un n ell, t d

1 /8th „  C o l. M . C raw ford , d s o , j p

2/8th ,, C o l. I. R . Burrow s, o b e

9th ». M r. R. T .  M eers
i/ io th  ,, M r. A . D . Scudam ore, o b e

2/ioth  ,, L t.-C o l. D . B. W atson, m c
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C rosses w ere then planted by the civic dignitaries 
present, follow ed b y  m em bers o f ou r Association and 
their relatives.

R e g im e n t a l  S e r v ic e s

Rem em brance D a y  on Sunday, N ovem ber 8, broke 
fine and not too cold.

T h e  service in the G arrison C hapel, Inglis 
Barracks, M ill H ill, and the cerem ony at the R egi­
m ental M em orial, both conducted b y  the R ev. P. L . 
Pearce G ou ld , o b e , w ere very w ell attended.

A fter the cerem ony at the Regim ental M em orial, 
at w hich M r. G eorge C hacksfield sounded beauti­
fu lly  the Last Post and R eveille, wreaths w ere laid in 
the follow ing order:

Regim ental Association by
C ol. A . S . J. de S . C layton, d l  

is t, 2nd, 3rd and 4th Battalions and D epot
b y  C ol. I. R. Burrow s, o b e  

5th and 6th (M ilitia) Battalions by
M ajor R. W . J. Sm ith, m b e  

4th Battalion T h e  Q u een ’s Regim ent by
2/Lt. A . H . Carter. 

10th (T ) Battalion T h e  Q u een ’s R egim ent
b y  M ajor M . J. Beaum ont, t d . 

“ D ”  C om pany, 5th Battalion T h e  Q u een ’s
Regim ent, b y  M ajor M . L . M uirhead. 

M ill H ill Branch b y  M ajor E . A . B ull, m m .

9th Battalion Branch b y  M ajor H . H . G rey, t d . 

W O s and Sergeants Branch by
W O I R. G . Roberts, m b e

Wiling A f td .
FLORISTS

j-or ^J~Îou/er5, etc.

MEMBERS o f INTERFLORA

(F low ers by  wire, 

any time and  any­

where throughout 

the world)

Phone: M ILL  HILL 1387 

145 BROADWAY, MILL HILL, N.W.7

A t the m arch past w hich follow ed the laying of 
wreaths the salute was taken by C ol. A . S . J. de S. 
C layton, d l , who was accom panied b y  C ol. J. W . 
H olm es, R E , C om m anding the H om e Postal and 
C ourier C om m unications D epot RE.

T h e  parade over, those who had taken part, or had 
been spectators, w ent by coach or private car to the 
T  &  A V R  Centre at Edgw are, w here a reunion was 
held, w hich went on till late that evening.

T H E  R E G IM E N T A L  M E M O R IA L
S t. P a u l ’s C a th e d r a l ^

Since the dedication o f the Regim ental M e m o r i^  
in St. Paul’s Cathedral six children of, or associated 
w ith, the Regim ent have been baptised in the Bapis- 
try. T h e ir  names, w hich are recorded at the C ounty 
Office, Edgware, are:

Date of baptism 
January 24, 1970

A p ril 19, 1970

M ay 30, 1970

July 9, 1970 

O ctober 11, 1970 

O ctober 24, 1970

Name o f child
A ndrew  D onald, son o f L t. and 

M rs. Robin Crosher.
D erek Paul, grandson o f M ajor 

and M rs. L . T .  H oneybun.
Elspeth Jennifer Robertson, 

daughter o f C apt. and M rs. 
K . D . M urray.

C hristopher N ew ton, son of 
C apt. and M rs. R. M . Fox.

H annah, granddaughter o f M r. 
and M rs. H . A . Burroughs.

V ictoria Louise, daughter of 
M r. and M rs. D . P. H olm es.

T H E  H O N G  K O N G  R E G IM E N T  
(T H E  V O L U N T E E R S )

H er M ajesty the Queen has recently approved the 
grant o f the title “ R oyal”  to T h e  H ong K o n g  
Regim ent and has also approved the incorporation 
o f the words “ T h e  Volunteers” , so that their official 
title is n o w :

T h e  R o y a l H o n g  K o n g  R e g im e n t  (T h e  
V o lu n te e rs) .

W e send our heartiest congratulations to  our 
friends on the grant o f this honour and our best 
wishes for the future prosperity o f the Regim ent.

P U B L IC A T IO N S — F A M O U S  R E G IM E N T S  

T h e  R e d  D e v ils

T h is  new volum e in the Fam ous R egim ent series, 
w hich is edited b y L t.-G en eral S ir Brian H orrocks, 
tells the story o f the British A irb orne Forces from the 
earliest days. T h ere  are over 90 illustrations and 
m aps and M ajor G eo ff N orton, the C urator o f the 
A irborne Forces M useum , tells in a readable and 
lively fashion the story o f  one o f the greatest and most 
rom antic o f all ou r fighting arms from  the earlies|| 
days up to the present time. ^

T h is  book, w hich is to be published on M arch 25 
next, m ay appeal to m any m em bers o f the O fficers’ 
C lu b  and Regim ental Association, w ho served in the 
Parachute Regim ent. It is w ritten b y  a D ie  H ard and 
edited b y  ou r m ost fam ous D ie H ard today, so it has 
a decided M iddlesex flavour.

R egim ental Museum

C urator: M a j .  R . W .J .  S m ith , M B E ,  T A  & V R  Centre, D eansbrook R oad , Edgw are, M idd lesex

T h e  follow ing are recent acquisitions to the 
M u seu m :

r e l i c s  o f  t h e  l a t e  c o l . c . d . d r e w , d s o , o b e .

MEDALS OF THE LATE EX-PTE. S. W . CHARLES.
PHOTOGRAPH OF 2N D  B ATTALIO N  A T  SW A Y, 1906.
SM ALL REGIM EN TAL FLAG AND CRICKET CAPS.

c o p i e s  o f  The Chad, e t c .

Relics of the late Col. C . D. Drew, D S O , O B E .
T h e  relics a re :
a. T h e  flag o f N o. i Special C om pany, M iddlesex

Regim ent.
b. O fficer’s cane, 3rd Battalion.
c. S teel helm et— original pattern.

•  T h e  flag o f  N o . i Special C om pany, M iddlesex 
Regim ent, “ S yren ”  Force, N orth  Russia, 1919, was 
originally 2ft square w ith  scarlet badge and scrolls on 
lem on yellow  ground. T h e  lettering is in w hite and 
in ch ief dexter union, a w hite five-pointed star on a 
blue ground. D u e to trim m ing, an inch has been taken 
from  the fly edge. T h e  flag was m ade b y  L /1115 2  
Pte. H . Baker, the C om pany T ailor, from  bunting 
given b y  H M S  Glory, at M urm ansk.

a

Photo by Rodney Brezvster

N o. 1 Special C om pany w as form ed at the D epot, 
M ill H ill, A pril 3, 1919, the N C O s  and m en having 
been selected from  regular sodiers form ing the nuclei 

^ fe f  the 2nd and 4th Battalions, then stationed at M ill 
^ H i l l .  T h e  follow ing officers w ere detailed for service 

w ith  the com pany: A /M ajor W . E. W illiam s, d s o , 

C apts. G . N . A . Curzons, m c , and S. F itz  M . del 
C ou rt, m c , L ts. G . A . D ruce, C . T .  W hinney, m c ,

F. T .  Sobey, O . C . Barker and A . M . T o y e , v c , m c . 

C om m anding the C om pan y was that experienced 
and battlew ise com m ander, M ajo r C . D . D rew , d s o .

T h e  C om pany was almost exclusively com posed of 
N C O s  and m en w ho had seen long service on the 
W estern and other fro n ts; several wore the D C M  and 
M M  and m any had been w ounded. T h e re  was a good 
stiffening o f regular soldiers w ho had served before 
the war. T h e  ship on w hich they em barked was the 
Porto, form erly the Prinz Heinrich, the G erm an ship 
w hich carried the G erm an C row n  Prince on his 
C olonial tour.

T o  our roll o f Battle H onours th ey added that o f 
“ M urm an, 1919” , and to their ow n uniform s they 
added 21 British decorations and nine Russian 
O rders and m edals. O n ly  tw o soldiers lost their lives 
during the fighting, Pte. L . T hom pson, the first 
casualty, being killed on M a y  15. H e was not the 
only casualty that day ; a prisoner w ho deliberately 
gave false inform ation to cause ou r troops to  walk 
into am bush, was executed that night in the presence 
o f the details o f the Com pany. T h e  next day, 
A lbuhera D ay, an advance was m ade and a railway 
siding occupied.

W ith the N orth Russian E xpeditionary Force w ere 
Italian, Serbian, Am erican and units from  the A llies, 
all helping the W hite Russians. A n  interesting remark 
b y  M ajor D rew , on taking over from  the W hite 
Russians was, “ T h e  relief was not a v ery  orthodox 
one; m ost o f  the sentries w ere asleep, and the 
picquets sim ply disappeared w hen w e arrived and no 
attem pt to hand over orders w as m ade” . T h is  w as in 
July 1919, a m onth after tw o com panies o f  the N orth 
Russian Rifle Regim ent had encountered the enem y 
and w ere unw illing to  advance!

o f f i c e r ’s  c a n e

T h e  cane has a round G erm an silver knob, the 
crest being the distinctive 3rd Battalion pattern. 
A b o ve the “ A lb uh era”  scroll is the figure “ 3”  sur­
m ounted b y  St. E dw ard ’s crow n. B elow  the scroll, 
and above th e knot in the jointed  laurels is the D u ke 
o f C am b ridge’s cypher. Both 3rd and 4th R egular 
Battalions had their individual and distinctive 
crests.

s t e e l  h e l m e t

T h e  steel helm et is the now  scarce original pattern. 
T h e  rim is sharp and the chin-strap is all leather, 
fastened to a staple each side o f  the helm et. T h e  later 
patterns all had a spring, or elastic, device in the 
strap, as so m any casualties w ere caused b y  necks 
being broken w hen shell blast b lew  the helm et 
back from  the head. T h e  head w as jerked v iolently 
b y  the strap w hich had no “ g ive” . T h e  sharp rim  
was liable, w hen flying through the air, to cut o ff 
the top o f a head in m uch the same w ay as the top o f 
a boiled egg is cut off.

Presented by M rs. C . D . Drew
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M ED ALS OF THE LATE EX -PTE . S. W . CHARLES (PW/3509) 
T h is  group o f  m edals consists o f  the British W ar 

M edal and the French m edal given to all w ho had 
fought on the Som m e 1914-1918-1940 , these dates 
being em bossed on the reverse.

S tanley Charles, w hose obituary was published in 
the N o vem b er 1970 D ie Hards Newsletter, was d is­
charged in O ctob er 19 17  as m edically unfit due to 
gun-shot w ounds received w hen serving w ith  the 
19th (Second Public W orks Pioneers) Battalion, one 
o f  the four battalions raised by C ol. John W ard.

O riginally  join ing the 25th Battalion, recruited 
and form ed b y  C ol. John W ard, m p , he was one o f the 
soldiers w ho had enlisted under the impression that 
th ey w ere to be paid 3s. a day for special engineering 
w ork. W hilst on a route m arch during training prior 
to going overseas, he and his com rades, when m arch­
ing at ease, broke out lustily w ith  the Battalion song, 
sung to the tune o f  “ John P eel” , the w ords o f  w hich 
w e re :

“ D 'ye ken John W ard and his blokes so gay 
Three bob a week, not three bob a day 
O ld John W ard is a  . . . old fraud  
A n d  we're not going home in the morning” .

A fte r  w hich  th ey m arched to attention for three 
m ile s !

Presented by M rs. Carole Charles.

PH O TO GRAPH  OF THE 2N D  B AT T ALIO N  AT SW A Y 1906
T h is  photograph was taken during training in the 

days when there w ere eight com panies in an Infantry 
Battalion. B eing postcard size, v ery  little detail can 
be picked out in regard to  individuals. T h e  Battalion 
at this date w as stationed in C am b ridge Barracks, 
Portsm outh, and took part in Brigade and D ivisional 
T ra in in g  at Bordon and A rm y M anoeuvre snear 
C hichester. It was in the eight-com pany organisation 
w hen it w ent to M alta, S eptem ber 1913. T h e  next 
m onth, O ctob er, was to see the form ation o f  the 
Battalion into four com panies and the introduction 
o f  the rank o f  C om pany S ergeant-M ajor and the 
appointm ent o f  C om pan y Q uarterm aster Sergeant, 
the effective date being O ctob er 1 ,1 9 1 3 . U p  to that 
date, each o f  the eight com panies had, as its senior 
non-com m issioned officer, a colour-sergeant, known 
as “ the F la g” , due to his badge o f  crossed Colours 
above his three chevrons. T h e  only sergeant-m ajor 
was the man w ho held the rank now  know n as 
R egim ental S ergeant-M ajor. T h e  C S M s  originally 
appointed w ere C/Sgts. D eighton, D ew , Edwards 
and S gt. Anderson. T h e  C Q M s  w ere C/Sgts. C ox, 
C lifford and H all, and in D ecem ber Sgt. R ogers was 
prom oted to fill the vacancy. T h e  introduction o f  the 
four-com pany organisation brought no change in the 
badges o f  rank, b oth  C S M s  and C Q M S s  retained the 
badge o f  rank o f  C olour-S ergeant, that m eritorious 
rank introduced b y  the Prince R egent on July 6, 
1813, to express his appreciation o f  the service of 
non-com m issioned officers o f  the arm y during the 
w ar in Peninsula, “ A n  honourable badge o f  a regi­
m ental colour, supported by tw o cross sw ords” . It 
was not until 1915 that the rank o f  second class 
W arrant officer was introduced. T h e  infantry badges 
then adopted w ere W O i (R S M ), Royal A rm s; 
W O 2  (R Q M S ), C row n  w ith in  a w reath o f  laurels; 
W O 2  (C S M ), a C row n, the badges w orn below  the 
elbow . C o lo u r Sergeants in Service D ress had been 
w earin g th e C row n  above their chevrons for some 
tim e although th ey w ore crossed C olours in R egi­

mentals or full dress. T h e  badge o f rank o f a C Q M S  
was now, officially, the crow n above the chevrons. 
F or the benefit o f veteran readers w ho w ere then 
serving, given below  is the organisation o f the 2nd 
Battalion in its new form ation after receiving the 
“ T u rn o ver”  from  the 1st Battalion returning hom e 
from  foreign service:

Commanding Officer : L t. Col. R. H. Hayes 
Second in Command : M ajor W . C . C . A sh 
Adjutant : C apt. A . G . W ordsworth 
Quartermaster : L t. (Q M ) H . A . W iem ers.

‘A ’ C o y :  C apt. F. W . Ram say, L t. J. J. M a c a r tn e y  
2/Lt. R. J. Y oun g, 244 N C O s  and men. ^

B ’ C oy : C apt. R . M . H eath, d s o , L ts. A . Ferguson 
and J. D ixon, 226 N C O s  and men.

‘C ’ Coy : Capt. H . L . Homan, L t. D . T .  C . Row ley, 
2/Lt. C . M . H arvey, 229 N C O s  and men.

‘D ' Coy : Capt. F. Bicknell, 2/Lts. T .  L . M ills  and 
R. S. L indsell, 229 N C O s  and men.
T h e  R S M  was G eorge Rapson, a noted battalion 

sportsman and D rum -m ajor, later L t.-C o l. G . 
Rapson, d s o .

Five years later seven o f these officers headed the 
Roll o f H onour of the 2nd Battalion above the names 
o f 1358 of the Rank and File w ho had served and 
given their lives w hile doing so during W o rld  W ar I, 
m any of whom  w ere serving in the last days o f the 
eight-com pany battalion and w ere present when the 
photograph was taken.

Presented by M ajor J . E . Dobbs, M C .

SM A L L REGIM ENTAL FLAG AN D CRICKET CAPS

T h e  two cricket caps are those presented to m em ­
bers o f the Battalion teams and are o f special interest 
as both 1 st and 2nd Battalions had their distinct 
pattern badge. T h e  1st Battalion cap has the old 
57th badge, i.e. the figure 57 w ithin a wreath of 
laurels, surm ounted by St. E dw ard ’s C row n and the 
honour “ A lb uhera”  on a scroll above the knot at 
the bottom  o f  the wreath. T h e  2nd Battalion has 
the figures 77 above w hich is the Prince o f W ales 
Plum e and m otto ‘ Ich D ien ’ .

T h e  Regim ental flag is the last one flown on the 
staff car by the L a st Colonel o f  the D ie H ards. It 
was also used on purely M iddlesex R egim ental 
occasions, after the regim ent lost its name— but not 
its honour— b y the D epu ty  Colonel (M iddlesex) T h e  
Q ueen ’s Regiment.

Presented by M ajor General C . M . M . M an., C B , 
O B E , M C , last Colonel of the D ie Hards.

COPIES OF “ THE c h a d ” , ETC.

The C had  was the m agazine o f the 2nd Battalion, 
published w hilst the battalion was in E gypt and 
Palestine, 1945 and 1946. T h ese  copies N os. 1, 2 
and 4 make interesting reading, especially as some 
issues are illustrated. T h e  copies received have 
helped to fill in a gap as the R egim ental M useum  
needs all the parochial histories and journals as well 
as the standard histories. A lso w ith  these journals 
was the message sent to all ranks o f the 8th Battalion 
concerning the surrender o f the G erm an A rm y in^ 
1945 and the Second A rm y T h anksgiv in g S e r v i c i  
booklet on conclusion o f the cam paign in N .W . 
Europe.

Presented by M ajor I . D . M cLean

In view  o f the extra space available in the museum , 
it w ould be appreciated if  readers o f the Newsletter 
w ould look in the odd w ardrobe, cupboards, boxes 
and the attic to see i f  there is any item  of uniform , 
m edals, badges, buttons or docum ents o f regimental 
interest they m ay be prepared to donate to the 
m useum . N o  m atter how  worn, to m  or m oth eaten 
or indistinct the item  is, a use can always be found for 
it. T h e  small item  m ay be able to  com plete a uni­
form  or set o f equipm ent. A ll, and any type o f arms, 
are also o f great interest. T h e  Battalion publications 
such as Chad, One Seven, M ortar Board, etc., are 

< H so very acceptable. Each item  donated w ill be 
acknow ledged on receipt and also in this Newsletter.

M rs. H . J. Jennings, w idow  o f Capt. H . J. Jennings. 
M rs. H . A . Palm er, widow' o f M ajor H . A . Palm er. 
C apt. A . Sander, brother o f the late L t. G . Sander. 
M rs. A . V . W eller, w idow  of M ajor A . V . W eller.

7T H  M ID D L E S E X  O F F IC E R S ’ C L U B  

D IN N E R

T h e  43rd annual dinner o f the 7th M iddlesex 
Officers’ C lu b  was held at the U nited S ervice C lub , 
Pall M all, S W i,  on T h u rsd a y N o vem b er 5, 1970.

C ol. J. K .  M aitland presided. O thers present 
w e re :

F r e e  N e w s le t te r s
T h e  Editor wishes to thank M r. D . G . Bennett, 

M r. F . H . N ash, m b e , M r. W . J. G ilyatt, m b e , 

M ajor H . H . G rey, t d , M ajor L . T .  H oneybun, 
L t.-C o l. H . P. Lam bert, C ol. L . G . Lohan, m b e , t d , 

M iss D orothy L onge, and M r. K . R. T h iis  for 
their generosity in paying extra subscriptions so that 
free copies o f The Die-H ards Newsletter can be sent 
to deserving old comrades.

C ol. A . S . J. de S . Clayton 
Hon. C olonel 10 Q u een ’s 
(guest)

B rigadier B. B. Rackham  
C ol. W . E . Pringle 
L t.-C o l. J. D . G u nnell 
L t.-C o l. P. J. H all (guest) 
L t.-C o l. D . E. Sim pson 
L t.-C o l. V . H . Sykes 
M ajor M . J. Beaum ont 
M ajor G . A . H . B ow er 
M ajgr R. M . Cain (guest) 
M ajor S ir H arold G ille tt, BART. 
M ajor A . J. H ughes 
M a jg r R. J. L eighton

M ajo r M . L . M uirh ead (guest) 
M ajo r M . F . Pearson 
M ajor B. S t. G . A . Reed 
M ajor R . W . J. Sm ith  (guest) 
M ajor R. Sykes (guest)
M ajor H . N . W igan 
L t.-C m d r. R . D . P. G ille tt 

(guest)
Capt. M . J. S . Doran 
C apt. S . le M . E nthoven 
L t. J. R. Spooner 
L t. F. W are (guest)
L t. R. W are (guest)
M r. H ughes (guest)
M r. H . D . M iln e  (guest)

D E R B Y  S W E E P S T A K E

A  sweepstake on this year’s D e rb y  is being or­
ganised b y  the M iddlesex Regim ental Association in 
aid o f  the R egim ental C haritable Fund.

T ickets , costing 6d. (2\p) each, or 2s. 6d. (i2 \p )  
for a book o f five, w ill be available shortly.

A pplication  for tickets should be m ade to M ajor 
R. W . J. Sm ith, m b e . R egim ental H eadquarters 
(M id dlesex Office), Deansbrook Road, Edgware, 
M iddlesex.

T h e  follow ing prizes w ill be aw arded:
1 st prize —  20 %  o f  net proceeds.
2nd prize —  15 %  o f net proceeds.
3rd prize —  10 %  o f net proceeds.

In addition, 5 %  o f the net proceeds w ill be divided 
betw een those w ho draw  horses, other than the 1st, 
2nd and 3rd prize-w'inners.

T h e  result o f the draw  and the am ount allocated to 
the C haritable Fund w ill be notified to all concerned 
and published in The Die-H ards Newsletter in 
A ugust next.

O F F IC E R S ’ C L U B  C O C K T A I L  

P A R T Y

A  total o f 80, including official guests, attended the 
C lu b  cocktail party held at the U nited  Service C lub  
on Saturday, N o vem b er 7, 1970.

Follow ing the usual custom  the nearest relatives of 
fa rm e r m em bers w ere invited as official guests, and 
the follow ing attended:
M rs. C . R . Atkins, w idow  o f L t. L . T .  Atkins.
M r. and M rs. F . A . B icknell, son and daughter-in- 

law o f the late L t.-C o l. H . P. F. Bicknell.
M rs. M . A . C ondron, w ido w  o f  M ajor M . A . Condron 
M rs. M . del C ourt, form er w ife o f the late L t.-C o l.

S . F. W . M . del C ourt.

P e t e r  M c R a e
& C O M P A N Y  L IM IT E D  

L ife Assurance Consultants 

Insurance an d  M ortgage Brokers

BEACON ROAD, CROW BOROUGH, 
SU SSEX

Telephone: C R O W B O R O U G H  3284/5/6

Did you know  that besides protecting 

your family, life assurance can assist in 

other fields, such as education, house 

purchase, pension, and estate du ty? We 

specialise in the needs of service person­

nel and w ou ld  be pleased to advise.

W e make no charges

W e also have departm ents specialising  

in other form s of general insurances 

w hich are at your service
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PERSONAL JOTTINGS

M ajor Peter B ellers was evacuated from  B A O R  
ju st before Christm as and adm itted to the Queen 
A lexand ra M ilitary  H ospital, M illbank, for an 
operation w hich , w e are pleased to be able to report, 
w as v ery  successful. H e is now on leave convalescing 
at his hom e at T au n ton .

C ongratulations to Captains G avin  B ulloch and 
A n d rew  C ow in g  on their prom otion to M ajor w ith  
effect from  D ecem ber 31, 1970.

W e heartily congratulate L t.-C o l. N ick  C arter, 
the last C om m anding O fficer o f 4 Q ueen ’s on being 
selected for substantive prom otion to the rank of 
C olonel. B y the tim e this Newsletter is published he 
w ill have taken over his new appointm ent o f D epu ty  
C olonel, 39 A irportable Brigade, in N orthern Ireland.

O n successfully  com pleting his course at the S taff 
C ollege, C am berley, M ajor Peter C larke has been 
posted to  1 Q ueen ’s in Berlin.

S in ce last N o vem b er L t.-C o l. N orm an C lavden has 
been attached to the Protocol O ffice at the M in istry 
o f  D efence for d u ty  as Projects O fficer for the 
S E A T O  C onference, 1971.

A n  old D ie-H ard  w ho has recently got in touch 
w ith  us is ex -S gt. H enry C rockett (G/3259). H e 
served in the 12th (Service) Battalion before being 
transferred to the R oyal F ly in g  C orps during the 
19 14 -18  war. In 1924 he enlisted as a Supplem entary 
reservist in the R A O C , was called up on m obilisation 
in Septem ber 1939 and was eventually transferred to 
R E M E  when that C orps was form ed in 1942.

W e are glad to be able to report that e x -R S M  Jim 
D avis, w ho has had rather a lengthy spell in hospital, 
is now  fit and w ell again.

W e send ou r heartiest congratulations to  ex-Sgt.
A . T .  D ickinson  (4794046), one o f our form er 7th 
Battalion stalw arts, on receiving H er M ajesty T h e  
Q u een ’s sanction for adm ission as a “ Serving 
B rother o f  the O rd er o f  St. John’ ’ , in recognition o f 
his 21 years o f  devoted service in the St. John 
A m bu lance Brigade at N orth  F inchley, o f  w hich  he 
is the D ivisional Superintendent.

O ne o f the oldest m em bers o f  ou r Association, 
Jack E llis, aged 88, a form er Bandsm an in the 2nd 
Battalion, sent his rem em brances to all D ie-H ards 
in a letter received recently.

M ajor M alcolm  G ilham , w ho is at present serving 
w ith  2 Q u een ’s, has been selected for the appoint­
m ent o f  T ra in in g  M ajor to 7 Q u een ’s, one o f the new 
T  &  A V R  units, w hich  is b eing raised shortly. H e 
is due to  take up his new appointm ent on M arch  1.

T h e  form er Bandm aster o f the 7th  Battalion, M r. 
W . J. G ily att, m b e , is certainly not idle in his retire­
m ent. H e does m uch good w ork b y  playing for clubs 
for the blind and pensioners’ c lu bs in the H arlow

and district area, where he lives. N eedless to say, 
his efforts are m uch appreciated.

L t. D avid H avdon, w ho is a keen horsem an, writes 
from  D u blin  where he is w orking to let us know that 
he has bought a horse, w hich he has named 
“ A lb uh era” , to take part in four-year-old events. 
H e adds that when the horse’s name is pronounced 
w ith  an Irish accent it is unrecognisable! £

L t. H avdon is the son o f the late Brigadier B if f  
H aydon, who was killed in action in N orth  A frica 
during the 1939-45 w ar-

O ne o f our m ost recent visitors was ex-Pte. J. W . 
H ayward, who was for som e tim e batm an to his 
form er C om m anding O fficer o f  the 1st Battalion, 
L t.-C o l. John Shipster. H e was m ost interested to 
get the latest Regimental news, and intends to keep 
in touch with us.

H e now lives and works at Stanm ore in M iddlesex.

M ajor M ike H ayward, on com pletion o f  his course 
at the Joint Services S taff College, has joined 3 
Q ueen’s in N orthern Ireland.

M ajor John H ewson has com pleted his tou r of 
duty as a D epu ty  Assistant M ilitary  Secretary at the 
M inistry' o f D efence, and has been posted to 5 
Q ueen ’s at C anterbury as T ra in in g  M ajor.

W e are delighted to w elcom e ex-Pte. M ichael 
H iggins (23915476), a D ie-H ard  o f  the younger 
generation, as a m em ber o f the Regim ental A ssocia­
tion. H e recently joined the M ill H ill Branch, and we 
hope that he w ill be able to attend som e o f  our 
Regim ental functions, where he is sure to m eet old 
friends.

O ne o f our H ong K o n g veterans, ex-Pte. Len  
H ipgrave (6202976), has recently been in touch w ith  
us. A fter the fall of H ong K o n g  he was a guest o f the 
Japanese Em peror in Osaka Cam p. T h is  did not 
increase his w eight but it did increase his com m and of 
the invective. W e hope to see m ore o f him  in the 
future.

T h rou gh  the good offices o f M ajor D o bb s w e were 
recently put in touch with an old D ie-H ard, G eorge 
H olding (L /10480), now  in his 86th year. H e enlisted 
in the 4th Battalion in A ugust 1905 and was posted 
the follow ing year to the 3rd Battalion, serving w ith  
that Battalion in H ong K ong, Pekin (on the Legation 
G uard), Singapore, C alcutta, L eb on g  and D a r­
jeeling. H e was transferred to the A rm y Reserve 
in 1912, but was m obilised on the outbreak o f  the 
19 14 -18  war and posted to the is t  Battalion. H e was 
severely wounded in A pril 1915 and, as a result, w a ^  
later transferred to the L abo u r C orps. H e w a S  
finally discharged in 1919.

In his younger days he was a good athlete and was 
in the 3rd Battalion athletics team.

O ne o f our most public-spirited O ld  Com rades is 
e x -R Q M S  Les Hosslen (6211132). N o t only is he a
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m em ber o f the Regim ental Association Executive 
C om m ittee and the H ousing Sub-Com m ittee, but he 
is also V ice-Chairm an o f the H ornsey and Enfield 
Branch and a m em ber o f the M ill Hill and W O s and 
Sergeants Branches o f our Association. W e are 
indeed m ost grateful to him for all that he undertakes.

D u rin g the 1939-45 w ar he served w ith  the i/7th 
Battalion in Africa, Italy, France and G erm any, and 
rose to the rank o f W O 2 (R Q M S ).

1930s, has been in hospital since before Christm as 
as the result o f a stroke, and is m aking slow but, we 
hopefully believe, steady progess towards a com plete 
recovery.

E x -R S M  Frank N ash, iMBE, who is still doing 
excellent w ork w ith  the cadets in Sussex, asks us 
to send his best wishes for a prosperous N ew  Y ear 
to all D ie-H ards.

T h o se o f our readers who rem em ber ex-L/C pl. 
T .  L . H oy (618700) when he served in the Regim ent 

j^ tw e e n  1928 and 1936 w ill be sorry to hear that he 
^Wn hospital as the result o f a stroke and far from  well.

E x-Sgt. “ D o lly ”  Pain (L/14729 and 6188992), in a 
letter received w ith  his annual subscription to the 
Newsletter sent his best wishes to all D ie-H ards for 
a happy N ew  Y ear.

Len  Johnson, the indefatigable H onorary S ecre­
tary o f the W O s and Sergeants Branch, caused us 
some anxiety when he had to go into the Edgware 
General H ospital before Christm as for an operation. 
A ll, however, is well and he is now fit again and doing 
yeom an service for his Branch.

k C apt. John L o ftin g  writes to let us know that he is 
"gettin g  used to being a civilian and that he enjoys 

working for W atn ey’s. H e adds that he finds his 
w ork interesting and hopes that the public w ill not 
stop drinking beer!

M ajor N . R. L o w , who was com m issioned into the 
9th Battalion as a Second Lieutenant in 1914 and later 
during the 19 14 -18  w ar was aw arded a M ilitary 
Cross for gallantry- in action, has recently got in touch 
w ith  us. H e now  lives at St. A lbans and hopes shortly 
to pay a visit to the Regim ental M useum .

Col. D ennis Rendell, on com pletion o f his tour of 
d uty as C om m andant o f  the R M P  T ra in in g  C entre 
at C hichester has been posted as Provost M arshal 
to B A O R , and took up his new  appointm ent quite 
recently.

E x-C p l. Bob Stilw ell (L / 15886) is another old 
D ie-H ard  w ho has been in touch w ith  us recently. 
H is seven years o f C olo ur service w ere spent w ith  the 
3rd Battalion, w here he was Post C orporal, the 
D epot and N o. 1 Special C om pany. H e now lives at 
Cricklew ood and hopes to attend som e o f the M ill 
Hill Branch m eetings so that he can regain contact 
w ith  com rades o f 50 years ago.

E x-Sgt. Reginald M acm urdie, who served in the 
R egim ent on a 12-year engagem ent from  1920 to 
1932, and again during the 1939-45 w ar is now, most 
regretfully, housebound ow ing to a severe heart 
com plaint. H e and his wife, w ho is also housebound 
through acute arthritis, live in a council flat in the 
Edm onton area o f N orth  London.

C ol. D ennis T hom as, one o f  our pre-w ar 7th 
Battalion veterans w ho was com m issioned into, and 
had a most successful career in, the Royal C orps of 
Signals, recently w rote to apologise for not being 
able to attend any o f  ou r regim ental functions 
recently ow ing to  pressure o f  business.

T h o se w'ho served w ith  him  in the 1st Battalion 
d uring the Korean W ar w ill be sorry to hear that 
ex-C p l. D ennis M ardle (19031898) w as last year 
perm anently disabled as a result o f m ultiple injuries 

* sustained w'hilst em ployed as a m achinist w ith  a 
pfirm at N orth M im m s, Herts.

E x-Sgt. Bob T u v e y  (23686396), w ho was d is­
charged last D ecem ber, served w ith  our regular 
Battalion through the years o f its greatest changes. 
Enlisting in D ecem ber 1958 he joined the 1st 
Battalion and remained w ith it until the last tw o years 
o f his service w’hich he spent w ith  42 A rm y Y o u th  
T eam . H e now  lives at H arrow.

In a letter received early in the New' Y e a r  e x -C S M  
Jock U re (6199252), one o f  our splendid H ong K o n g  
veterans, sends his best w'ishes to all D ie-H ards.

C apt. W . M cE w an, who enlisted into the Regim ent 
in 1940 as no. 6209401 and w'as later com m issioned 
into the A rgyll and Sutherland H ighlanders, is now' 
a schoolm aster at Blair A tholl, Perthshire, and so a 
nearby neighbour o f M ajor-G eneral and M rs. 
C hristopher M an.

Brigadier H arold M urray, the w'ell-known C om ­
m anding O fficer o f  the 7th Battalion during the early

W e w ere very sorry to hear quite recently that 
Capt. Ron Vaisev, that most loyal supporter o f all 
our Regim ental functions, had been in hospital for 
nearly four m onths for operations on his left knee, 
w hich had been giving him  trouble for som e con­
siderable tim e. H e w as eventually discharged early 
in January, but he is still under the doctor. W e w ish 
him  a speedy recovery and hope to see him  again at 
our various functions in the near future.

*  Parsons 
and 

Printing

Over a C en tu ry-o ld  Partnersh ip  . . .
L ike th e  Services, w e h av e  a  tra d itio n  to  u p h o ld , a t  th e  sam e  tim e  ta k in g  a d ­
v a n ta g e  o f  scien tific  p ro g ress  in th is  age o f  m e c h a n isa tio n , ye t m a in ta in in g , 
th ro u g h  a  specia l d e p a r tm e n t,  a p e rso n a l a n d  h e lp fu l link  w ith  o u r  c u s to m e rs , 
w h o m  w e a re  ev e r w illing  to  ad v ise  a n d  assist in th e  p ro d u c tio n  o f  th e ir  jo u rn a ls

F I V lA n r t n u o  1 The Adelphi, John Adam St., London W C 2N
. J .  P A K 0 U N 0  L  I U 6 ,H  Telephone 01-839 7151. W orks at Has­

tings, Folkestone, Bexhill, Lewes and Seaford.
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N E W  Y E A R  H O N O U R S  L IS T CORRESPONDENCE
W e  send our heartiest congratulations to the follow ­

ing past and serving m em bers o f  the form er M iddlesex 
R egim ent (D C O ) w ho received the awards stated in 
the recent N ew  Y e a r  H onours L ist:

C B E

B rigadier J. T. Stanyer, o b e , D irector o f Ordnance 
Services, B A O R . H e started his m ilitary life in the 
R egim ent and was A djutant to our 2nd Battalion 
in Palestine in 1947, before transferring to R A O C .

O B E

L t.-C o l. H. J. A . M oore, recently returned from  a 
tour o f d uty w ith  the Sultan o f M uscat’s Arm ed 
Forces, and is now  aw aiting posting as M ilitary 
A ttach é’ to C am bodia next M ay.

M r. J. O . T aleen , late 16th (Public Schools) Batta­
lion. H e has been a leading figure in the British 
L egion  in France for some years.

M B E

C ol. F. W alden, d l , A rea S ecretary (M iddlesex), T h e  
Q u een ’s Regim ent.

M ajor (Q M ) P. D onovan, recently retired after more 
than 36 years’ service in T h e  M iddlesex and T h e  
Q u een ’s Regiments.

R E G U L A R  F O R C E S  E M P L O Y M E N T

A S S O C I A T I O N

(N ational Association for E m ploym ent o f Regular 
Sailors, Sold iers and Airm en)

I f  you are shortly going to leave the Services or are 
an ex-R egu lar in search o f  a jo b , no m atter how long 
ago you  left the Services, the R egular Forces E m ­
ploym ent Association w ill help you. It is part o f the 
R egular Forces R esettlem ent Service, w orking closely 
w ith  the Services and the D epartm ent o f E m ploy­
m ent and Prod uctivity, and it keeps in close touch 
w ith  em ployers through the forty-fou r Branches 
covering the whole o f  the U nited  K in gdom , each of 
w hich is run b y  an E m ploym ent Officer. T h e  E m ­
ploym ent Officers attend Final R esettlem ent Inter­
view s and Boards held w ithin their areas, and they 
are kept inform ed o f  good job s b y  em ployers.

T h e  Association works exclusively for m en and 
wom en w ho have not taken com m issioned rank and 
have served continuously in one o f  the three Services 
for m ore than three years, and w ho left with good 
character. It gives all its services free and places over
10,000 m en and w om en a year.

T h e re  is sure to be a Branch o f the R F E A  w ithin 
reasonable distance o f  you r hom e, and if  you  seek 
advice or help about civil em ploym ent w hile you  are 
still serving, or after you r discharge, you  would be 
w ell advised to get in touch w ith the Em ploym ent 
O fficer in whose area you r hom es lies. Y o u  can find 
his address and telephone n um ber at you r local Post 
O ffice or E m ploym ent Exchange.

From— M r. L . R. Johnson

78 D eans Lane,
Edgware, H A8 9N P 

D ec. 30th, 1970

D ear Sir,
M y  apologies to G eneral C . M . M . M an and to all 

readers o f the W O s and Sgts. Branch notes in the 
A ugust issue o f the Newsletter, w ho, through m y 
inability to express in a few  words o f what I m e a | ^  
were given the w rong impression.

I know only too well the great effort the General 
has m ade to keep alive the traditions and spirit o f the 
D ie-H ards and I, like m any m ore, am behind him  
and have no doubt w hatever that our successors in 
the Q ueen ’s R egim ent will do their part to m aintain 
these traditions. Sim ilarly, I and those w ho are 
proud to call them selves D ie-H ards w ill do our u t­
m ost to co-operate and give active support and en­
couragem ent to ensure that all our old traditions o f^ ^ , 
w hich w e are proud, live on in our successors. P r

I was b om  and raised in the C oun ty o f M iddlesex 
and have lived in the C ou n ty  since, and am as proud 
to have served in a R egim ent w ith  that C o u n ty ’s title 
as I am that they were also nam ed the D ie-H ards. 
T h ere  has, I think I am right in saying, always been 
a connection between the C ou n ty  and a R egim ent, in 
that som ewhere in the R egim ent’s T it le  the name 
M iddlesex appeared— 57th (W est M iddlesex), 77th 
(East M iddlesex) and the 1st and 2nd Battalions 
D uke o f C am bridge’s O w n (M iddlesex) Regim ent.
T h e  M iddlesex R egim ent (D C O ), 4th Q ueen ’s 
(M iddlesex) Regiment. It was to this link that I 
referred. I agree that the 4th Q ueen ’s lost (M id d le­
sex) some time before talks o f their disbandm ent was 
known but while they remained the link seemed to be 
there.

Self-p ity, N o ! Sorrow , Y es! that the only con ­
nection one will see o f M iddlesex appearing in the 
talk o f  a Regim ent will be in a fictitious R egim ent in 
som e com edy or play on T V  or films.

Once again m y sincere apologies for any w rong 
impression I have given, b ut asuring you all I shall in 
the future, as I have done in the past, do m y utm ost 
to m aintain the traditions o f  our Regim ent and liv e ^ ^  
up to the M otto “ D ie H ard” .

Y ours sincerely,
L . R. J o h n s o n ,

H on. Sec. W O s and Sgts. Branch

☆  •

O B I T U A R Y

It is w ith  m uch regret that w e have to announce 
that the follow ing have d ie d :
B u c k l e .— O n January 6, 1971, e x -C S M  Sidney 

H erbert Buckle (L/13138 and 6x88693) aged 74. 
H e enlisted on Septem ber 30, 1910, and was posted 

^ ^ o  the 4th Battalion at A ldershot. In O ctob er 1911 
joined the 3rd Battalion then serving in India, 

and returned with that Battalion after the outbreak 
o f the 19 14-18  w ar to jo in  the B E F  in France. 
D u rin g that w ar he spent 3 years and 7 months 
w ith  three different Battalions in the actual firing 
line, w hich m ust be as good a record as any in the 
Regim ent. H e rejoined the 3rd Battalion on its 
return from  C onstantinople early in 1919 and 
served w ith  it in G erm any and U p p er Silesia until

• Septem ber 1922 w hen the Battalion was d is­
banded under the G eddes axe. H e then w ith 
m any other good D ie H ards was transferred to the 
Royal Sussex R egim ent and served w ith  their 2nd 
Battalion overseas. In 1926 in India he was trans­
ferred at his ow n request to his old R egim ent and 
joined the 2nd Battalion at Ahm ednagar. In 
D ecem ber 1928 he was posted for a tour o f  d uty 
to the D epo t until he was discharged to pension in 
N o vem b er 1931. D u rin g the 1939-45 w ar he 
served w ith  the R A F  originally as a ground gunner 
and later as a gunnery instructor until July 1943 
when he was found to  be m edically unfit for further 
service and was discharged.

S id  Buckle was as smart a soldier as ever served 
in the Regim ent. O f  upright carriage, im m acu­
lately dressed w hether in uniform  or plain clothes, 
and w ith  a crisp and articulate m anner o f speech, 
he was the recruit’s ideal o f the British A rm y 
w arrant officer and senior N C O .

D o u t h e t .— O n Christm as Eve 1970 at W elw yn 
after a long illness courageously borne Ida, wife 
o f L t. R . T .  D outhet.

G o w l a n d .— O n D ecem ber 5, 1970, in hospital after 
a coronary throm bosis, e x -C .S .M . G ilb ert ‘G eorge ’ 
G ow land, aged 52. H e enlisted at M ill Hill in 
January 1940 was posted to i/ 7 th  Battalion in 
June 1940, and served w ith  that Battalion 
throughout the 1939/45 W ar. H e was an enthusias­
tic supporter o f the H ornsey and Enfield and the 
W O ’s and Sergeants’ branches o f the ‘D ie-H ard s’ 
C lub.

G r a y . — O n N o vem b er 29, 1970, ex-Pte. James G ray 
(L/8905) aged 86. H e enlisted in June 1903 and 
joined the 4th Battalion. O n com pletion o f  his 
C olo ur service in June 1911 he was transferred to 
the A rm y R eserve and becam e a postman. H e 

j»w as recalled to the C olours on m obilization in 
^ P ^ u gu st 1914 and w ent to France w ith  the 4th 

Battalion. D u rin g the Battle o f M ons he was 
taken prisoner after being badly w ounded. H e was 
subsequently interned in Sw itzerland and eventu­
ally repatriated. B eing no longer fit fo r  w ar 
service on account o f  his w ounds he w as dis­
charged in N o vem b er 1917.

H a r m a n .— O n N o vem b er 14, 1970, in St. Bartholo­
m ew ’s H ospital, S ir  C harles Eustace H arm an, 
aged 75. H e was com m issioned into the Regim ent 
shortly after the outbreak o f  the 1914-18  w ar and 
posted to the 13th (Service) Battalion. W hilst 
serving w ith  that Battalion in France he was 
w ounded and taken prisoner on Septem ber 30, 
1915, shortly after he had been prom oted to 
Lieutenant.

H e was called to the B ar b y  L in co ln ’s Inn in 
1921 and took silk in 1935. H e was a ju d ge o f the 
C hancery D ivision  for 12 years before 1959 when 
he becam e a Lord Justice o f A ppeal. H e retired 
last June.

A  classical scholar, he was one o f  the m ost 
colourful characters o f  the H igh C ourt. H e was 
6ft. 3in. in height and always w ore a shining top 
hat w ith  his im m aculate m orning dress w hen he 
left court for a lunchtim e break. W hen he left in 
the evening he was unrecognisable in a trilby hat 
and a raincoat. H e w ould som etim es take a glass of 
beer in a public house.

L e w i s .— O n N ovem ber 14, 1970, suddenly at his 
hom e ex-Pte. M organ James Lew is, m b e . H e 
enlisted in the n t h  (Service) Battalion after the 
outbreak o f the 1914-18 w ar and was wounded 
w hilst serving w ith  that Battalion at Loos on 
February 13, 1916. A s he was unfit for further 
active service he joined the clerical staff o f C am ­
bridge U niversity O T C  in 1916. H e faithfully 
served that C orps in a clerical capacity continuous­
ly for the next 46 years until his retirem ent in 1962. 
From  1928 onwards he was C h ie f C lerk  and as 
such becam e w ell know n to a host o f  undergradu­
ates and others connected w ith  the O T C ,  w ho will 
m ourn his sudden death.

M o n t g o m e r y - C a m p b e l l .— O n B oxing D a y 1970, in 
W estm inster H ospital, D r. H enry C olv ille  
M ontgom ery-C am pbell, PC , k c v o , m c , d d , Bishop 
o f London from  1956 to 1961, aged 83. H e was 
ordained a priest in 19 11 and during the 19 14 -18  
war he served as a C haplain  to the Forces, and 
gained the M ilitary  Cross. F or some years betw een 
the wars he was C haplain  to the 7th Battalion until 
he was appointed Suffragan Bishop o f  W illesden 
in the thirties. H e always took a keen interest in 
the Battalion and freq uen tly attended its social 
functions. Behind a m anner w hich som e found 
gru ff there lay a warm  kindliness and deep hum anity 
w hich was m uch appreciated b y  those w ith  whom  
he cam e in contact.

R u d d .— O n N o vem b er 22, 1970, ex-Pte. Edw ard 
Rudd (L /11485) aged 80. H e join ed  the Regim ent 
in February 1907 and, after tw o years service at 
home, was posted to the xst Battalion then serving 
in India. In January 1914 he was transferred to  the 
A rm y R eserve, b ut was recalled to the C olours on 
m obilization in A ugust 1914. H e was posted to the 
4th Battalion and fought at the Battle o f M ons
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\n here he was w ounded and taken prisoner. On 
recovering from  his w ounds he was put to w ork 
on the railw ays in G erm any and Belgium , where he 
set about causing as m uch damage as he could, 
especially to troop trains. Eventually he was 
caught, tried and sentenced to death for sabotage. 
T h e  sentence, how ever, w as not carried out as he 
w as saved b y  the A rm istice w hich came into effect 
on N o vem b er n ,  1918. H e eventually returned to 
this cou ntry and was dem obilized.

S w a d l i n g .— O n January 18, 1971, ex-S gt. Edward 
Griffiths Sw adling (6197478) aged 63. H e en­
listed into the Regiment on June 10, 1927, and 
served w ith the 1st Battalion and the D epot until 
*933> when he was posted to the 2nd Battalion. 
H e remained w ith  that Battalion until his transfer 
to the A rm y Reserve on M ay 4, 1934.

“ Joe”  had been a sick man for the last eight 
years o f his life, having a leg am putated and 
spending m any m onths in Edgw are General 
H ospital where he died.

FORTHCOMING EVENTS

Date 

Friday, M arch  26

Saturday, A p ril 24

F riday, M a y  7 

Friday, M a y  14

Saturday, M a y  15

Sun day, M a y  16 
Saturday, M a y  22

W ednesday, June 2 
Sunday, June 13

Saturday, June 26

Event

U xbrid ge Branch Buffet D ance 
at the Battle o f Britain C lub, 
H illingdon Road, U xbridge.
1/7th Battalion (i9 39- 45)
D inner at T  &  A V R  Centre, 
P riory Road, H ornsey, N8. 
Spring G o lf  M eeting on N orth 
H ants G o lf  Course, Fleet. 
Officers’ C lu b  Cocktail party at 
U nited Service C lub, Pall M all, 
London S W i.
(1) A lbuhera Service o f R e­
m em brance in St. Paul’s 
Cathedral at 2.30 p.m .
(2) Annual Reunion at Por- 
chester H all, Q ueensway, L o n ­
don W 2.
(3) 2/ioth  Battalion Annual 
D inner at V icto ry  E x-Service 
C lu b , Seym our Street, London 
W 2.
A l b u h e r a  D a y .

9th Battalion Branch D inner at 
V icto ry  E x-Service C lub , S ey­
m our Street, London W 2. 
D e rb y  outing.
Sum m er outing to W indsor 
Safari Park.
Divisional D epot Open D a y 
at Bassingbourn Barracks, near 
R oyston, H erts.
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ASSOCIATION NEWS

Secretary’s Notes
B e n e v o le n t  C a s e s

D u rin g the period Septem ber 1, 1970, to D ecem ­
b er 31, 1970, the sum o f  £437 15s. 4d. was expended 
from  the Charitable Fund in m aking grants to 53 
ex-m em bers o f  the Regim ent, or their dependants.

D o n a tio n s — C h a r ita b le  F u n d

^ ^ h e  Secretary gratefully acknowledges donations 
to the Charitable Fund from  M r. and M rs. C . C . 
Baldry, M r. G . W . Brow n, L t. P. M . D u bb ery, 
M r. R. H. G reen, M r. J. J. T .  H all, C ol. A . M . M an, 
d s o , o b e , M r. F . H . N ash, m b e , M r. G . Pocock and 
L t.-C o l. J. D . Robbins, o b e , t d .

M e m b e r s h ip — A s s o c ia te d  G ro u p
A t the last E xecutive C om m ittee M eetin g it was

I unanim ously approved that those m em bers o f the 
Princess L o u ise ’s Kensington Regim ental A ssocia­
tion w ho served in the Princess L o u ise ’s Kensington 
R egim ent when it form ed a part o f our R egim ent 
should be accepted as an associated group.

W e are delighted to w elcom e ou r old friends into 
“ the fam ily”  and w e look forward to w elcom ing 
them  at any o f ou r functions w hich they w ish to 
attend.

W e m b le y  I c e  S h o w 1—  “ J a c k  a n d  th e  B e a n s ta lk ”

A  party o f  45 m em bers, their relations and friends 
attended the above pantomim e on ice on T h ursday, 
January 7, in aid o f  the A rm y Beneveolent Fund.

A  m ost enjoyable evening was m arred by the 
collapse and death o f the w ife o f e x -C S M  W alker, 
during the first part o f the perform ance, and we 
extend ou r deepest sym pathy to all m em bers o f the 
fam ilv in their sudden and tragic bereavem ent.

F . W .

E A L IN G  B R A N C H

T h e  old year has gone and a new one is w ith  us and

f we all hope it w ill be a good one. 1970 was bad for us 
Kt Ealing. C apt. Bonnam y, Ernie W itts and A rt 
Y eom an died and two others said they could not 
com e all the w ay to be w ith  us at the O ld  D rill Hall. 
L e t us hope that the old “ D ie-H ard ”  spirit is not 
w aning because the tw o hours w e spend together 
each m onth (excepting January and February) is the 
best spirit you  can get anywhere.

W e also had some burglars in w ho pinched all our 
games and glasses b ut left one large pint glass w hich 
is reserved for D ick  Sm ith when he calls to see us. 
A n yw ay w e have replaced them  all and you  can now 
hear the rattle o f dom inoes or “ one for his n ob ”  
together w ith  “ G ood  H ealth M ate” . T h a t is m usic

#a Branch Secretary’s ears and w orth all the w ork 
does.
W e had a nice letter from  our old “ M achine-gun 

O fficer” , Brigadier J. W hite from  G uildford . H e 
sends good wishes to all old (and young) D ie-hards 
and although he is crippled w ith  arthritis and very 
shortsighted, his letters are cheerful and nice to 
receive.

M y  w ife and I had tea w ith  M rs. Ruston (93) 
w idow  o f  ou r old C om pany C om m ander, M ajor 
Ruston, ju st before Christm as. She is as lively as 
ever and takes a great interest in the Branch.

O u r Christm as Buffet supper w-ent o ff very well 
although the num bers w ere low, b ut they m anaged to 
get through all the “ eats”  together w ith  a drop o f 
som ething for the occasion. O u r thanks to the pro­
vider o f  the feast.

I have ju st finished reading “ T h e  Fall o f H ong 
K o n g ”  b y  T im  C arew  and now  realise m ost o f  the 
sufferings o f  C apt. M an, as he was then, and all those 
w ho w ere there during those tragic (and gallant) 17 
days. T o  all those w ho are still alive (and that 
includes T op sy) w'e say “ T h a n k  Y o u ” .

W e have just heard o f the tragic death o f M rs. 
W alker (wife o f H ooky) whilst at W em b ley w ith  the 
Association party. O u r sym pathy goes out to H ooky 
in his sad loss. H e is a good m em ber o f ou r Branch.

W e send our best wishes to all old “ D ie-hard s”  
and m ay you r thirsts always be quenched during
1971.

A l b e r t  W h i t e .

H O R N S E Y  &  E N F IE L D  B R A N C H
O nce again the tim e betw een letters seems to have 

flown and w e sincerely hope that all o f you had a 
H appy and C arefree Christm as, and w e w ish you a 
H appy, H ealthy and Prosperous N ew  Year.

O ur W ednesday evenings at H ornsey could do 
w ith  m any m ore o f you show ing up, not only for the 
pleasure o f seeing you again, but also to enable us to 
find out what social events w e can arrange that w ill 
please everybody and w ill be supported. O u r C o m ­
m ittee, led by L t.-C o l. Sim pson, is very enthusiastic 
but it is you r attendance that makes a success o f  any 
event, so please le t’s hear from  you and see you so o n !!

W e had a really excellent C hristm as D raw  Social 
on D ecem ber 19, and it was great to see ou r Enfield 
contingent in full strength, Bill L lew ellyn , D ixie  
D ean, Bob Bow den and “ O llie”  Bliss w ith  their 
ladies, Eddie Johnson, H arry T h orn to n  w ith  their 
fam ilies and friends, to name but a few.

O u r H onorary m em bers from  the “ Burm a Star 
Association”  also turned up in strength as usual, and 
although w e w ere disappointed that M rs. Sim pson 
was too unwell to attend, w e w ere delighted that 
L t.-C o l. Sim pson in spite o f this and also having a 
bad cold him self, m anaged once again to be w ith  us 
all the time.

W e w ere also m ost happy that B rigadier and M rs. 
Rackham  w ere able to be w ith  us and share the 
enjoym ent.

T h e  buffet was excellently laid on, and w'e had a 
very good band, w hich  b y  the crow ded floor, was 
obviously appreciated. T h ere  w ere a n um ber o f very 
w elcom e prizes and all in all, a very good tim e was 
had b y  everybody.

O u r thanks to all “ T h e  W orkers”  and once again 
to Joan and Bert M ellor w ho am ong other things 
kept the liquid refreshm ent flow ing w ell.

It is w ith sadness I report the sudden passing o f  a 
staunch and w ell loved m em ber, G ilb ert “ G eo rg e”  
G ow lan d— e x -C S M  i/7th Battalion, and w e extend 
our deep sym pathy to his w ife Iris and daughters
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Susan, S ally  and Diane. W reaths w ere sent on behalf 
o f  the Association b y  our Branch and the W O s and 
Sgts. Branch, and C yril Evans and T o n y  W hite were 
able to represent us at the funeral in D arlington.

Please rem em ber you  are all v ery  welcom e at 
H ornsey.

L e s  H o s s l e n .

M I L L  H IL L  B R A N C H

W e have a new year, a new com m ittee, new m oney 
— not m uch— b ut retain our old outlook and loyalty. 
T h e  new  year is 19 71, the new  com m ittee consists of 
Harrs- Seldon, Secretary; T o m  Christm an, Treasurer 
and C harlie  A sh b y, Ernie C olebeck, Bob Ferguson 
and Bert M ellor as m em bers ; the C hairm an remains 
the same— m e !

O u r old outlook is that w e w elcom e all D ie-H ards 
at any o f ou r gatherings and loyalty is sum m ed up in 
the words o f the ancient regim ental song “ Be they 
H ighlanders, Riflem en, Lancers or G uards, they are 
not like the bovs called the Jolly D ie-H ards” .

T h e  G rim  R eaper has been busy since the last 
publication o f the R egim ental Newsletter, ou r own 
branch losing Sid  B uckle (L/13138) , Jim m y G ray 
(L/8905) and T e d  R udd (L/11485). In addition to 
the three old D ie-H ards, w hose obituaries w ill be 
found elsewhere in this publication, another mem ber, 
e x -C S M  A . J. “ H ookey”  W alker, m m  (L/13323) lost 
his w ife when she collapsed and died in her seat 
w hilst w ith  the R egim ental party attending “ Jack 
and the Beanstalk”  at W em b ley on January 7. T o  all 
relatives, w e tender our condolences.

New' and rejoined m em bers send greetings to their 
com rades o f  service days. T h e y  are F. C lark, m m  

(L /15625) w ho w on his decoration w ith  the 4th 
Battalion and a Bar to his medal in N o rth  Russia 
w ith  N o  1 Special C om p an y; J. D ann (23704802) 
w ho b eing on ly 6ft. 5 in. w as right-hand man o f  the 
front rank nearly all the tim e he was serving w'ith our 
R egular Battalion (he was later in his service w ith  
4 Q ueens’ , overlooked by a Bandsm an w ho towered 
6ft. 8 in .!); J. E llis (22204627) 1st Battalion (K orea); 
e x -C S M  F. Firm an (6200579); J. Farm borough 
(6 2 11116 ); Joe Fairclough (L/15334) w ho also served 
in Russia w ith  N o . 1 Special C om p an y; C pl. D. 
G ood m an (23945925) o f  ou r R egular Battalion, now 
on the staff o f  R H Q  Q u een ’s D ivis io n ; C apt. Bill 
H ughes a r c m  (L /9155); W . H arrison (TF/200857) 
i/7th  Battalion; Peter K an e (4613981) 1st Battalion 
(H ong K o n g); W . F . L ee, 1st B attalion; C . M atthew s 
(6202798) 1st Battalion (H ong K o n g); J. Percival 
(T F / 7 2 1); Sgt. L . P lum b (22466825). serving w ith 
4 Q u een ’s; Jim m y Redm ond (2235416); A . R id ler 
(L/6480) w ho as G uard  C om m ander in H ong K o n g  
over 60 years ago failed to cop B ob D outhet when 
a corporal breaking into barracks after a night out; 
K . Stevens (62013169) o f  70 Y S  Battalion and 
R A P C ; B ob S tilw ell (L/15886) 3rd Battalion and No.
1 Special C om p an y; R. T u v e y  (23686396) w’ho has 
ju st taken his discharge and is now  a postm an pre- 
ing to p lay F ather C hristm as next D ecem ber, and
B. T ro tt  (TE /1246) 1 /7th Battalion.

C apt. Bill G reen  (6193220) w'ho during 1970 spent 
m any wreeks in hospital is now  hom e and gradually 
regaining his health and strength. B obbie B u m s 
(L /11992) is also now' in good fettle for an octo­
genarian w'hilst e x -R S M  Jim D avis is another o f  our 
invalids on the m end. L en  Johnson (6194200) w'ho

recently had a major plum bing job  on his tum m y now 
looks forward to join ing us at our m onthly meetings.
It is the sincere prayer o f the w riter o f these notes 
that there are no invalids at all during the coming 
12 m onths and belatedly wishes all readers a year of 
contentm ent and accom plishm ent in 1971.

A ccom plishm ent in 1970 was recognised in the 
New' Y ear H onours L ist by the aw'ard o f the honours 
published on another page o f this letter. T h a t o f the 
o b e  to L t.-C o l. John M oore, one o f our members 
since the branch was form ed at M ill H ill in 1947, 
g iv in g delight to so m any o f us. John M oore has 
served in m any climes and w ith  various races 
I now  verily  feel that there is only the Eskim o ana ^  
Red Indian left for him  to serve with.

T h ere  is m uch to write, but little space in w hich to 
w rite it. I f  I do not cut this short, the Editor will.
A s  in m y previous closing paragraphs, I remind all 
D ie Hards, w hatever age group, battalion or degree, 
you are very w'elcome at D eansbrook Road on the 
last Saturday o f each m onth.

M a j o r  D i c k  S m i t h

P O R T S M O U T H  A N D  G O S P O R T  B R A N C H

W e had a very happy Christm as Party on D ecem ­
ber 11. T h ere  w ere presents for everyone, but you 
had to buy a raffle ticket first. T h e  ladies provided a 
first class buffet w hich was very enjoyable. O ur next 
m eeting w ill be the A G M  on M arch  12. W e are 
looking for a record turnout.

I have to report, w ith  deep regret the death o f  Sid 
Buckle w ho died suddenly on January 6. H e was 
cremated at the Portchester Crem atorium  and the 
R egim ental Association was represented b y C ol. 
W alden, M r. O ’N eill and m yself. N o doubt more 
will be written b y  others m ore fitted to the job  than 
m yself, but I would like to say w'hat a great im pact Sid 
m ade on our m em bers by the courage and fortitude 
w'ith w'hich he faced his disabilities. T o  his wife 
G ladys go our heartfelt sym pathies and condolences 
and we hope to see her w henever she cares to join  us.

B e r t  H a s t i e

9 T H  B A T T A L IO N  B R A N C H

Last N ovem ber I received news from  his brother- 
in-law  that Jack Bowles had died on June 7, 1970, and 
that he w ould have been 82 in A u gu st 1970. H e ^  
joined the 5th W est M iddlesex Volunteers, our p r e - ^  
decessors and, on disbandm ent o f  the Volunteers, 
carried on in the 9th. Jack was a sergeant in “ E ”  
C om pany when the Battalion was m obilised in 1914 
and subsequently prom oted C om pany Sergeant- 
M ajor when in M esopotam ia, w here he received the 
M S M . A fter the w'ar he w ent back to his previous 
em ployers, M essrs. B um pus, the booksellers o f 
O xford Street, London, w ho have now m oved to 
O xford. H e remained w ith  them  until he retired.

W e w ere very pleased to see so m any o f  the 9th O ld 
Com rades at the R em em brance D a y  Service at M ill 
H ill Barracks where the R oyal Engineers stationed 
there joined us in the Service conducted b y  the Re'
P. L . Pearce G ou ld , o b e , m a , one-tim e a Colonel 
the Regim ent.

A  very pleasant surprise happened ju st before 
C hristm as. M rs. E. M id gley, a daughter o f one o f our 
stalwarts, Joe Birch, w ho died in 1968, asked if  we 
w ould like som e copies o f the 9th Battalion’s M aga­
zine, w hich was published in India. T h e  first copy

was printed in July 1916 and then every month 
afterwards until O ctober 1917, 16 issues in all. I 
think that it is the com plete issue, as in that m onth 
we w ent to M esopotam ia and the copies ceased. I 
should be very pleased if  I can have any inform ation 
about that.

O ur ultim ate desire is to place them  in the R egi­
mental M useum  and if  they could be bound, better 
still.

Q uite a num ber o f the Battalion helped to produce 
it, including M orley D ainnow , V icto r Nightingale, 
J. R . A llen, A . E . W atts, J. C . H ickling and many 

ntributed articles that w ere published. I know 
. D ainnow  died b ut o f the others w e seem  to have 

lost all trace. T h ere  are som e very good accounts of 
our travels in India and the N orth  W est Frontier. 
T ogether w ith  the M agazines M rs. M id gley  sent us 
some photos o f India and the Frontier, w hich her 
father had obtained. W e are indeed v ery  grateful to 
M rs. M id gley  and w'e hope to see her at our Annual 
D inner w here w e hope the magazines and photos 
will be on display.

A  A  letter w'as received from  C harlie W oodbridge at 
"  Christm as. H e w ent w'ith his fam ily to Johannesburg, 

South Africa, in 1925. Charles writes to say he is a 
little feeble on his legs now' and very m uch wishes to 
be rem em bered to all his com rades o f years ago.

M ajor H . Sherw ood w'rote to say that he had 
travelled from  his hom e in D orset for the Arm istice 
Celebrations, but was taken ill on arrival in London 
and had to return home. H e is m uch better now, and 
we shall look forward to seeing him  at our D inner. 
G ood luck to you D ickie.

Percy W arrin, w ho is 93, now  inform s us that he 
will miss our dinner unfortunately, as he w ill be in 
South A frica  on that date. H e is still going strong.

O ther old D ie-H ards w ho sent cards at Christm as 
were Percy F ice w'ho still has to take it easy, Fred 
Varrelman w ho is in the British Legion, M aurice 
H ouse, at W estgate on Sea, K ent, Sgt. C on K in g  
from the Royal H ospital C helsea and Secretary an 1 
staff at H eadquarters.

T h e  m ost pleasant news o f the R egim ent is that a 
good deal o f activity is now  to be seen at H ead­
quarters, Edgw are, w'here the 10th Battalion Q ueen ’s 
(M iddlesex) Regim ent is in training for the T A  & V R . 
Is the old S aturday N igh t Brigade com ing back ? 
It looks like it. T h is  was the finest club of them  all.

M ay I rem ind you that ow'ing to the activities o f 
the 10 Q ueen ’s, our m onthly m eeting at H ead­
quarters, Edgw are, is now on the last T u esd a y  in the 
month and please don ’t forget our D inner on M ay 22 
at the V icto ry  E x-Service C lu b . Best wishes to all.

R .T .M .

W O s &  S E R G E A N T S  B R A N C H
M y  apologies to the E ditor and all readers for 

failing to com e up with our usual contribution in the 
last q uarter’s issue. A t  the tim e it should have been 
subm itted I w'as in hospital and I am afraid not able 
to put pen to paper. But as can be seen now, I have 

^ fciade sufficient recovery to try and make up for that 
Ip"~ ^^m ission.

T h e  year 1970 is over and w'e now  em bark on 1971. 
Last year was a good one for this Branch, for not only 
did our m em bership increase, but attendance at the 
m onthly m eetings im proved. It certainly w ent out 
with a bang for us, for at the D ecem ber meeting, 
when we also held our C hristm as D raw , 50 m em bers

and guests turned up, despite the weather, and possi­
b ility o f a blackout through power cuts. I am happy 
to say the latter did not happen, although w e were 
w ell prepared, I having obtained 50 candles as a stand­
by. Everything w ent our w ay that evening. T h e  draw',
I think, w'as a huge success, thanks to the com m ittee 
w ho ran it and to the w illing friend o f the Branch w ho 
did the buying. T h e  bufFet w as excellent, thanks to 
Charlie Banks, w ho also looked after the liquid 
refreshm ents. I am sure that seeing everyone enjoy­
ing them selves and the sm iling faces, was, to those 
responsible as it was to m e, am ple rew'ard for the 
efforts put in to make this a fitting end to 1970. C ol. 
and M rs. W alden w ere our guests o f  honour that 
evening and I am sure that they like us enjoyed the 
party.

N o w  for 1971. A s 1970 w'ent out so 1971 cam e in. 
F or at the January m eeting, w hich has been in other 
years rather quiet, 35 m em bers and guests attended. 
T h is  shook m e for I had not reckoned on that num ber 
when providing the buffet. N evertheless, everyone 
had a bite I hope, if  only small, and they all seem ed to 
enjoy them selves. I f  this is a pointer to the N ew  Y ear 
w e can look forward to an even better one than last 
year.

T h e  year did not, how ever, go out w ithout sadness, 
for on D ecem ber 5, G eorge G ow land, one o f our 
regular m em bers, passed away. T h e  funeral was on 
D ecem ber 10 and, although no m em ber o f the 
Branch could attend, a floral tribute was sent. I w ill 
not attem pt to w rite an obituary, for G eorge was also 
a m em ber o f the H ornsey Branch, w ho I have no 
dou bt can say m ore about him  than I can. I w ill say 
how ever, that no m atter what is said, it w ill be no 
m ore than w hat every m em ber o f this Branch feels. 
T o  M rs. G ow land w e offer our deepest sym pathy 
in the sad loss o f a dear husband and ou r com rade.

T h e  hospitals too have had m ore than their share 
o f m em bers during the last quarter. For not only 
I but Peter Edwards was again adm itted to Clare 
H all H ospital and Jim D avis to C olindale, both I am 
sorry to say having been adm itted ju st prior to 
Christm as, spent the festive season in hospital. Peter 
is still in and according to the latest report is m aking 
som e progress but rather slow. Jim I am happy to 
say, was discharged on January 9 and from  w hat I 
have heard is m aking progress back to  good health.

H aving counted the num ber o f  w ords contained in 
these notes I find I have exceeded the 300 allowed by 
the Editor. L e t us hope he can ’t cou n t; I m ay get 
aw ay with it. So I am afraid I m ust end by w ishing 
all D ie-hards a happy healthy and prosperous 1971, 
and all Branches continued success in this N ew  Y ear.

L e n  J o h n s o n

2/10TH  B A T T A L IO N  O C A  (1914-18)
O u r A nnual Service o f R em em brance was held on 

Sunday, N o vem b er 8 last at C hisw ick Parish C hurch, 
T h e  M all, W 4. A s usual, our H on. C haplain, Preb.
G . A . L ew is L lo yd , conducted the service and gave 
us a warm welcom e. A m ongst the large congregation 
w e w ere very glad to have C ol. A . S . J. de S. 
C layton  (D ep. C ol. (M iddlesex) T h e  Q u een ’s 
R egim ent), and M rs. C layton  and C ol. F . W alden 
(Secretary, M iddlesex R egim ental Association) and 
M rs. W alden. P oppy wreaths w ere placed on the 
M em orials o f  the i/ io th , 2/ioth and 3/ioth B atta­
lions; the C olours o f these units w hich  w ere laid-up 
in 1921 and had been renovated b y  the Royal School
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o f  N eedlew ork and re-hung during the year, w'ere 
greatly adm ired. T h e  O C A  is sincerely grateful to the 
R egim ental Association whose spontaneous genero­
sity m ade this w orthw hile project possible.

A fter the Service a reunion (with tea and light 
refreshm ents) was held in the C hurch  H all, when C ol. 
C layton  brought us up to date on m atters regimental.

O u r 43rd Reunion D inner w ill be held at T h e

Victory' E x-Services C lub  on Saturday, M ay 15 next 
under the chairmanship of our President, Lt.-C ol.
D . B. W atson, m c . W e are anxious to contact any 
ex-m em bers o f  the 2/ioth Battalion w'ho may have 
lost touch over the years. Enquiries should be 
addressed to the H on. S ecretary at “ Cleveland” , 
Byes Lane, S idford, Sidm outh, D evon.

A .D .S .

BRAN CH ES

T h e  follow ing is an up-to-date list o f branches, g iving details o f dates and places w here m eetings are held:

Branches
Ealing

H ong K o n g

H om sev and Enfield

Hon. Secretary 
M r. A . W hite,
56 W arkw orth G ardens, 
Islew orth, M iddlesex

Meetings 
M onthly on 2nd Friday 
except during January 
and February'

L t. D . Crow'ther, Annually, during
c/o V o lun teer O fficers’ M ess 3rd w'eek in January
R H K D F , Beaonsfield
H ouse, 2nd Floor
Q u een ’s Road
C entral H ong K ong.

M r. H . T hornton, 
6 W illiam  H ouse, 
O rchard  Place, 
L ondon N 1 7

Q uarterly, usually 
on a W ednesday

Place 
W elfare C entre, 
C hurchfield  Road, 
W . Ealing, W 13

R H K D F  
V olunteer C entre, 
Q ueen ’s Road, 
C entral H ong K o n g

T A  Centre 
P riory Road, 
H ornsey, N8

H ounslow M r. A . K em p, 
i F robisher G ardens, 
Stanw'ell M iddlesex

M onthly, on last 
T h u rsd av

T A  C entre,
H anw orth Road, 
H ounslow , M iddlesex

M ill Hill

Portsm outh and 
G osport

U xbridge

2/7th Battalion

9th Battalion

VOs and Sergeants

M r. H . L . Seldon, 
42 Bunns Lane, 
M ill H ill, 1NW7

M r. A . H astie,
46 Locarno Road, 
Portsm outh, H ants

M r. J. D ickie,
1 3 9  D ane Road, 
Southall, M iddlesex

M ajor R. E. Robotham , 
m c , t d , 3 9  C yprus 
A ven ue, F inchley, N3

M r. R. T .  M eers,
87 T u d o r  C ou rt South, 
W em bley, M iddlesex

M r. L . R . Johnson,
78 D eans Lane, 
Edgw are, M iddlesex

M onthly, on last 
Saturday

M onthly, on 2nd 
Fridav

M on th ly, on 3rd Friday

Y early, on 1st Friday 
in O ctober 
D in n er C lu b  only

M onthly, on last 
T h u rsd a y

M onthly, on 2nd 
Saturday

T A  C entre,
D eansbrook Road, 
Edgw are, M iddlesex

R A F A  C lub,
S toke Road,
G osport, H ants 
(near W hite H art Hotel)

Battle o f Britain C lub, 
H illingdon Road, 
U xbrid ge, M iddlesex

V icto ry  E x-Services 
C lub , 73 Seym our Street, 
London, W 2

T A  C entre,
D eansbrook Road, 
Edgw are, M iddlesex

Sergeants M ess, ^
T A  Centre,
D eansbrook Road 
Edgw are, M iddlesex,

A ll D ie-H ards are cordially invited to attend any o f the above branch m onthly m eetings.

Printed in England by F. J. Parsons Ltd., London, Hastings and Folkestone


