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EDITORIAL

T h is  is our first effort at com piling the new 
j^ i^ H a rd s Newsletter, w'hich it is proposed to pub- 

quarterly in February, M ay, A u gu st and 
N ovem ber, and w e sincerely hope that readers o f 
The Die-H ards Journal, w hich it has replaced, w ill 
continue their support o f this new' venture. I f  they 
do, the future o f the Newsletter is assured.

A lthough there are no special news item s in this

issue from  the Regular and T .A .V .R . I l l  Battalions 
(4th and 10th Q u een ’s) it is the intention to include 
som e in future issues, w henever possible. O f  course 
fu ll details o f  the happenings in these Battalions are 
always given in The Journal of the Queen's Regiment, 
w hich is now  to be published quarterly as from  next 
M arch.

PERSONAL JOTTINGS

W e w ere delighted to hear that L t. H . B. W . 
Barstow’, now  serving w ith  the Battalion in N orthern 
Ireland, had been selected for the A rm y R u gb y X V , 
and offer him our heartiest congratulations.

M ajor D enis Binder, w ho w ill be rem em bered by 
m any o f our readers as a w ar-tim e A djutant to the 
2/7th Battalion, has recently changed his abode from 
H em el H em pstead in H ertfordshire to C om o in 
W estern Australia.

E x -C .S .M . B obby B u m s (L/1192), now  living in 
Jm ^sex, writes to say that he finds the air there not 
^ ^ !cin d  to him  as that at Harrow', where he form erly 

lived.
A  very smart and m ost efficient C .S .M . w'hen 

serving w ith  the 2nd Battalion in India in the 1920s, 
he is still spoken of w ith  great affection b y  m en who 
were then in his C om pany.

Congratulations to L t. B. A . Carlston on his pro­
motion to Captain as from  Septem ber 7, last.

A  recent w'elcome visitor to R .H .Q . at Edgw are 
w ^ ^ ^ x -C .S .M . Bob C u b itt (6203495). H e joined 
th^Pfegim ent in 1938 but was unable to go on active 
service w ith  the 2nd Battalion in 1939, so was posted 
to the Princess L ouise’s Kensington Regim ent, which 
was then a part of the M iddlesex Regim ent. In 
1941 he w as accepted for the A rm y Com m andos and 
w ith them  took part in the Vaagso Raid in D ecem ber 
o f that year, and again in the D ieppe Raid in A ugust 
1942. L a ter he took part in the landings in Sicily 
and Italy, and later still in Com m ando operations in 
N .W . Europe. A fter the war he returned to the

M .G .T .C .  at Blacon Cam p, Chester, and in D ecem ­
ber 1945 he was posted to the 1st Battalion, where 
he stayed until 1954, w hen he was seconded to the 
M alay Regim ent. H is last three years o f service 
w ere spent as a P .S . I. w ith  the 7th Battalion. H e 
retired to pension in M arch  1961 and is now  a 
Security G uard.

A fter a long period o f enforced rest since his return 
from  A den M ajor Pat D onovan has now  taken up 
the appointm ent o f Q uarterm aster at the Infantry 
Junior Leaders' Battalion, O sw estry.

Congratulations to C apt. M alcolm  G ilh am  on his 
prom otion to M ajor as from  D ecem ber 31, last.

O n com pletion o f  his S taff C ollege course he has 
been posted to 20 T ria ls  U nit, D undrennan, 
Kirkcudbrightshire.

T h a t staunch m em ber o f the old 7th  Battalion 
Band, ex-Bandm aster Bill G ily att, is a fairly regular 
correspondent w ith  R .H .Q . a t Edgw are. In his last 
letter he regretted that he could not get to m ore 
functions on account o f his w ife ’s b lindness and the 
difficulty o f  getting som eone to be w ith her.

H e sends his best wishes to all “  D ie-H ard s.”

M any o f his old com rades w ill b e sorry to hear that 
M ajor Fred G riffiths, the last Q .M . o f  the 8th 
Battalion, retired on January 12, and is now livin g  at 
Barnstaple in D evon.

W hen the T .A . Battalions w ere am algam ated to 
form  the 5th Battalion in 1961 I he onus o f the “  Q  ”  
w ork involved fell on Fred, w l.o m ade an excellent 
jo b  o f  it in his usual cheery' manner.



W e  w ere very pleased to read in the London 
Gazette  last S eptem ber that, included in the small 
list o f officers on whom  H er M ajesty T h e  Q ueen had 
been pleased to confer the award o f the i st C lasp to the 
T erritoria l Efficiency D ecoration, was M ajor G erry  
G unnell, 2 IC  o f our T .A .V .R . I l l  Battalion.

U nfortunately this inform ation was not received 
in tim e to enable us to offer ou r congratulations in the 
final issue o f  The D ie-H ards and, therefore, som ewhat 
belatedly w e do so now.

A s  w e go to press w e hear that M ajor M ike 
H ayw ard, now  serving w ith  the Battalion in N orthern 
Ireland, is to be posted to H eadquarters, Singapore 
D istrict, as D .A .A .G . from  M a y  1, next.

A nother old “  D ie-H ard  ”  to enter the Star and 
G arter H om e recently was ex -C p l. Frank Howrell 
(TF/3418), w'ho enlisted in the 2/8th Battalion in 
S eptem ber 1914, and served w'ith that Battalion in 
G ibraltar and E gypt un til it broke up in 1916, w'hen 
he was posted to 9th L ondon R egim ent (Queen 
V ictoria Rifles). H e w'as later taken prisoner at 
Polygon W ood, being released after the Arm istice, 
and dem obilised in A p ril 1919.

H e join ed  up again in January 1940 as a Sapper 
in the R .E ., and saw  service in France until the
B .E .F . w ere evacuated. H e was finally discharged 
as m edically unfit in O ctob er 1940.

C apt. H ugh Lohan is yet another o f our officers 
now' serving in the Far East, where he has taken up 
the appointm ent o f G .S .O . 3 (O ps.) at H eadquarters,
F .A .R .E .L .F .

T h o se  w ho w ere serving w ith  the 1st Battalion at 
the tim e o f the hurried m ove from  Singapore to 
H ong K o n g  in 1937 w ill rem em ber C apt. “  D o c ”  
M aisev, w ho was then the Battalion’s M .O .

W e w ere sorry to read in the London G azette  
recently that, having reached the rank o f C olonel, he 
had had to retire on account o f ill-health.

A  recent caller at R .H .Q . at Edgw are was ex- 
C /Sgt. M o lly  M organ (6201818), w ho had travelled 
dow n from  Peterborough to see the eye specialist at 
M anor H ouse H ospital.

H e sends his best wishes to all old friends and 
comrades.

C ol. D ouglas Parker, w ho served with the 1 /7th 
Battalion during the cam paign in N .W . Europe, 
retired on retired pay last N ovem ber.

N ew s has been received that ex-Pte. Fred Perrin 
(201016), w ho served w ith the 7th Battalion during 
the 1914-18 W ar and was discharged on account o f 
w ar wounds, is now  living at W orthing.

A n y  O ld  C om rade w ho wants to get in touch with 
him , can get his address from  R .H .Q . at Edgware.

In the m iddle o f January, M ajor D avid  Pike flew 
out to H ong K o n g  to take over the duties o f Cam p 
C om m andant at H eadquarters, Land Force.

W e w ere particularly pleased to hear recently from 
ex-Sgt. Harold W elden (3529598) w ho won the
D .C .M . for leadership and personal courage o f a very 
high order w hilst com m anding an M .M .G . Section of

N o. 13 Platoon, “  D  ”  C om pany, 1 /7th Battalion, in 
support o f the 4th Battalion, Seaforth Highlanders, 
during the battle o f Francofonte on July 13 and 14, 
1943-

H e sends his best wishes to all his old comrades, 
and especially to R .S .M . “  R ocky ”  K night.

L t. Sim on Y ates was m arried to M iss Flora 
Ribeiro on S eptem ber 30, last. W e send them  our 
best wishes for their future happiness.

•
N E W  Y E A R  H O N O U R S  L IS T  1968

A ll D ie-H ards were delighted to hear that M ajor- 
G eneral C . M . M . M an  had been appointed a 
Com panion o f the M ilitary  D ivision  o f the M ost 
H onourable O rder of the Bath (c.B.), and w e send him 
our heartiest congratulations on this w ell-deserved 
honour.

W e also send out heartiest congratulations to 
L t.-C olon el P. J. H all on his appointm ent as 
O fficer o f the M ilitary  D ivision o f the M ost E x c e llc ^ ^  
O rder o f the British Em pire (o .b .e.).

C R IC K E T  

S e a s o n  T ic k e ts  fo r  L o r d ’s, 1968

M em bers o f the O fficers’ C lu b  are rem inded that 
tw o season tickets for use at L o rd ’s w ill again be 
available this year.

A pplications for the use o f these tickets should be 
m ade to the Secretary at least 48 hours before they 
are required and m ust be returned to him im ­
m ediately after close o f play on the day on which 
they are used.

In the event o f applications exceeding the num ber 
o f  tickets available for any particular day a ballot 
w ill be held to decide to w hom  the tickets are to be 
allocated.

T h e  R e g u la r  F o r c e s  E m p lo y m e n t  A s s o c ia tio n
(N ational Association for E m ploym ent of R egu la |^  
Sailors, Soldiers and Airm en) is part o f the R e g u ^ W  
Forces R esettlem ent Service and its object is to find 
suitable civil em ploym ent for non-com m issioned men 
and wom en o f the A rm ed Forces w hen they leave the 
Services and in the vears thereafter.

I T  G I V E S  A L L  I T S  S E R V IC E S  F R E E
In 1967, despite the increase in the national 

unem ploym ent situation, the Association placed 
11,2 74  m en and wom en from  the Services in civil 
em ploym ent through its 44 Branches. T h ese  cover 
the whole o f the U nited K ingdom  and are run by 
Em ploym ent Officers, all o f w hom  have been in^be 
Services them selves and are in close touch 
em ployers.

O f  those found job s by the Association, 4,296 
were from  the A rm y and 16 w ere from the M iddlesex 
Regiment.

T h e  Association is at you r service and the address 
and telephone num bers o f its Branches can be found 
in local telephone directories or b y  enquiry from a 
Post Office or Em ploym ent Exchange of the M inistry 
o f  Labour.
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REMEMBRANCE DAY, 1967

R em em brance D ay, 1967, started on Sunday, 
N ovem ber 12, w ith the placing o f a p oppy wreath on 
the m em orials to our dead, erected in St. Paul’s 
C h u rch , M ill H ill.

Later in the m orning the A nnual S ervice of 
Rem em brance was held in Inglis Barracks, M ill Hill.

R egim ent had been given perm ission to use its 
< ^ ^ D e p o t b y L t.-C olon el L . P. Bennett, R .E ., 
com m anding the H om e Postal and C ourier C o m ­
m unications D epo t, R .E .

A  special service w as held in the C hapel at 
10.15 a.m. attended by fam ilies as w ell as old soldiers 
and serving personnel. T h is  service was conducted 
b y the Rev. Ralph Brown, the last Chaplain to the 
5th Battalion, w ho had also served in the ranks o f the 
1st Battalion M iddlesex Regim ent. A  day o f dry, 
bright weather, there w ere so m any w orshippers that 

Chapel was full to overflow ing, late-com ers not 
^ ^ n g  able to get into the building. A t the end o f this 

service, the congregation m oved to the Regim ental 
W ar M em orial, where on the various panels are 
inscriptions to those o f the Regim ent who gave their 
lives since its form ation. H ere the Exhortation was 
read, and responded to, follow ed by the Last Post; 
then T w o  M inutes S ilence and R eveille, after w hich 
the service ended w ith  a Prayer o f D edication. 
W reaths w ere then laid b y  the follow ing representa­
tives: H .P .C .C . D epot R .E ., L t-C o lo n el L . P.
Bennett, R .E .; T h e  Regim ent and Regim ental 
Association, M ajor-G eneral C . M . M . M an, c .B .,

o .b .e. , m .c .; 4th Battalion T h e  Q u een ’s Regt. (M x.), 
M r. Bob R yder, v .c . ; 2nd, 3rd and 4th (Regular) 
Battalions and D epot, M ajor R. W . J. Sm ith, 
m .b .e.; 5th and 6th M x . (M ilitia), M ajor M . J. 
Beaum ont; 10th (T ) Battalion T h e  Q u een ’s Regt. 
(M x.), L t.-C olon el P. J. H all, o .b .e ., t .d .; “ A ”  
C om pany 10 Q u een ’s (M x.), M ajor R. M . C ain , “  B ”  
C om pany 10 Q u een ’s (M x.) M ajor S . L . J. H enshaw;
“  C  ”  C om pany 10 Q u een ’s (M x.), M ajor K . Sax b y; 
D ie-H ards C lub , M ill Hill Branch, M r. R. H. 
Ferguson; D ie-H ards C lub , 9th Battalion Branch, 
M r. R. T .  M eers; W .O .’ s and S g ts.’ Branch, M r. S.

«rtle; Royal H ibernian M ilitary  School, M r. D . W . 
fRoberts.

(P hoto: R odney Brewster)

Leading contingent of O ld  Comrades march past under 
command o f e x -R .S .M . C . Davis.

(Photo : R odn ey Brewster)

L eft to Right : M rs. G . Edwards, M rs. F . Toye, M ajor  
Gen. C . M . M . M an, C B , O B E , M C  and M r. R. E. 

Ryder, V C .

A fter the religious cerem onies a m arch past took 
place. On the dais w ere both the last C olonel o f  the 
M iddlesex Regim ent (now D epu ty-C olo n el 4 
Q u een ’s, M idd lesex), and the O fficer C om m anding
H .P .C .C . D epo t R .E ., accom panied b y  three people 
w earing the V ictoria C ross, ou r co u n try ’s highest 
award for gallantry. T h e y  w ere M r. Bob R yder, 
v .c ., M rs. F. T o y e , the widow' o f B rigadier A . M . 
T o y e , v .c ., m .c., and M rs. G . Edw ards, th e w idow  o f 
Patsy E dw ards, v .c . M rs . T o y e  is d ou b ly  a D ie- 
Hard, as not only wras her husband serving in the 
regim ent at the tim e o f their m arriage, b u t she is the 
daughter o f Bandm aster G . R. Robertson, o f  the 
2nd Battalion, from  1886 to 1908. B rigadier T o y e , as 
a captain, w on his M.C. w ith  the 2nd Battalion in i9 i7  
and his v .c . w ith the same battalion in 1918. H e was 
M entioned in D espatches w hilst serving as A djutant 
with N o. 1 Special C om p an y M x . R egt. in N orth 
Russia in 1919. Patsy Edw ards, w hose story was 
recently told in The Die-H ards, w on his decoration at 
T h iep v al in Septem ber, 1916.

D u rin g  the m arch past the A ssociation Standard 
was borne b y  M r. L en  Johnson, w ith  an escort o f 
four In-Pensioners o f the Royal H ospital, C helsea, in 
scarlet jackets. T h ese  w ere Sgt. o f In-Pensioners 
C . M . K in g, C pl. \ \ . C . H eavens, In-Pensioners
C . C . S haw  and F. J. \\ orton. A lth o u gh  a solem n 
occasion, as are all m em orial services, it w as, none­
theless, a happy parade.

W hen the detachm ents had been dism issed after 
the parade, m any o f  those w ho had taken part or had 
been spectators w ere taken b y  coach or private car to 
the D rill H all, Edgw are, where a reunion was held 
w ith  refreshm ents o f all kinds available. T h e  
younger generation w ere entranced at seeing so m any 
V ictoria C rosses in one sm all area, and this w as so 
w'ith m any o f ou r older m em bers, too. T h ese  
insignia o f the acm e o f  gallantry w ere w ell supported 
b y  eight D istinguished C o n d u ct M edals and an 
equal num ber o f  M ilitary  M edals.
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C H A R IT A B L E  F U N D  D O N A T IO N S

T h e  S ecretary o f the Regim ental Association 
gratefu lly  acknowledges donations from  the under­
m entioned to the C haritable F und:

M r. J. W . C leave, C apt. W . H . C raydon, M r. W . 
D igb v, M r. F. H . N ash, m .b .e ., M r. F . Z . Pope, and 
C apt. J. R. C . Riseley.

D E R B Y  S W E E P S T A K E  1968

A  Sw eepstake on this yea r’s D erb y is being 
organised b y  the M idd lesex R egim ental Association 
in aid o f the C haritable Fund.

T ickets  costing 6d. each, or 2s. 6d. for a book of 
five, w ill be available shortly.

Application fo r tickets should be m ade to M ajor 
R. W . J. Sm ith, m .b .e . , R egim ental H eadquarters 
(M id dlesex Office), D eansbrook Road, Edgw are, 
M iddlesex.

T h e  follow ing prizes w ill be aw arded :—
1st prize— 2 O ° 0 o f  net proceeds 
2nd ,, — 15%  „  „  „
3rd ,, — 10 %  ,, ,,

In addition 5%  o f the net proceeds w ill be divided
betw een those w ho draw  horses, other than the 1st,
2nd and 3rd prize winners.

T h e  result o f  the draw and the am ount allocated to 
the C haritable Fund w ill be notified to all concerned 
and published in The Die-H ards Newsletter in 
A u gu st next.

Milling Xt<f.
FLORISTS

MEMBERS OF I NT ERF LOR A

(F low ers by wire, 

any time and any 

where throughout 

the world)

Phones: M ILL  H ILL  1387 and 5903

145 BROADWAY, MILL HILL, N.W.7

For all your printing and 

stationery requirements

Mill Hill Printers Ltd.
anil

Seabrook Stationers 

Ltd.

F ig t r e e  H i l l ,  Q u e e n s w a y  

H e m e l H e m p s te a d , H e r t s .

Boxmoor 641 Hemel Hempstead 52641

R E G I M E N T A L  T I E S  
O w in g to the increased cost o f production it has been necessary 

to raise the price o f  Regim ental T ery le n e  ties (O ld  and N ew  Pat­
terns) from  ys. 6d. to 8s. each.

B R A N C H  S E C R E T A R I E S
date list o f  the names and addressesT h e  follow ing is an up-t 

o f  Branch Secretaries:—  
Branch

Ealing 

H ong K ong 

Hornsey and Enfield

H ounslow

M ill H i l l ..............................

P ortsm outh and G osport

U xbrid ge . .

2/7th Battalion

9th Battalion

W .O .s ’ and Sergeants’ . .

Hon. Secretary 
M r. A . W hite,
56 W arkw orth G ardens,
Islew orth, M iddlesex.
M ajor W . G . A . C rum ley,
H .Q . Royal H ong K o n g  Defence 
Force, B .F .P .O . 1.
M r. L . A . J. Hosslen, M.I.O.M., 
A.M.B.I.M.,
262 Ken m ore A venue,
Kenton,
H arrow, M iddlesex.
M r. A . J. W ales,
143 W aye  A venue,
C ranford, M iddlesex.
M r. E. C . C olebeck,
B elm ont,
C hilton  Road,
E dgw are, M iddlesex.
M r. L . C . W est,
G ro ve  House,
59 G osport Road,
Stubbington,
Fareham , Hants.
M r. R. F. Pennings,
69 Raeburn Road,
Hayes, M iddlesex.
M ajor R. E . Robotham , M.C., T.D., 
39 C yp ru s Avenue,
Finch ley, N .3 .
M r. R. T .  M eers,
87 T u d o r  C ou rt South,
W em bley, M iddlesex.
M r. L . R. Johnson,
78 D eans Lane,

M irldlesex.
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ASSOCIATION NEWS

E A L IN G  B R A N C H

A t our N o vem b er m eeting a P oppy wreath was 
laid on the “  Ruston M em orial Plaque ”  w hich 
sta j^ s w ith  us at all our gatherings at the old D rill 
H ^ ^ W e s t  Ealing. O u r thoughts w ent back to that 
day in A p ril 1915 w hen “  D  ”  C om pany, 8th 
Battalion filled that gap in the line, and at w hat cost. 
T h o se o f us here send ou r best wishes to the sole 
surviving Officer, C apt. Brough, w ho lost both his 
arms in that action and w e understand lives in 
Bournem outh.

O n D ecem ber 23 I visited M rs. Ruston, w ho still 
lives in Ealing, and at the age o f 88 years, still writes a 
very good letter. S he graciously accepted a floral 

from  all m em bers o f the branch. 
re heard from  Brigadier J. W hite, o f G uildford. 

His w ife is m aking slow  progress after a stroke and 
the B rigadier h im self has a touch o f sciatica. H e is 
only 84 so w ill probably grow  out o f it! W e wish 
them  both well.

A rth u r W ernley (82 years, late 1st Battalion) is 
back hom e after his spell in W est M iddlesex H ospital 
and sends his thanks to the Association for their 
generous help to him  and his wife.

In spite o f the snow and ice w e had our January 
“  get together ”  and w ere rewarded w ith  a visit 
from  a you n g ex-A irm an, a relative o f our own 
“  C om po ”  W hite.

O u r m em bership list grows slow ly and our newest 
m em ber is M r. J. A . W alker, w ho tells m e he was 
S gt.-M a jor 8th Battalion.

W e shall be glad to see any “  O ld  D ie-hard ”  at 
our m onthly m eetings held on second Friday in each 
month.

A l b e r t  W h i t e  ( “  B ony ” )

H O N G  K O N G  B R A N C H

T h ere  have been no Association m eetings in

fbig K o n g  recently, due to the C om m unist inspired 
orders w hich have taken place over the past 
m onths. It is not even certain w hether our m eetings 

w ould be legal, as three or m ore people gathered 
together tended to be considered riotous assem bly. 
T h e  description m ay even be an apt one.

H appily our m em bers have increased slightly. 
Colonel Bots has returned from  leave, and M ajor 
D avid Pike has arrived com plete w ith  cricket bag. 
W e do hear that W .O .2  G . Sim m ons is in the N ew  
Territories, from  w hich position he w ill shortly be 
du gjju t. C apt. “  Johnny ”  Bull is about to go on leave 
an4 B ?  w ill m iss his organising ability.

O u r plans include a dinner on A lbuhera D ay, and, 
with the help o f T h e  V olunteers, a wash and brush up 
for the Regim ental Badge on the hillside at Fan Ling. 
W e usually carry this out over the Chinese festival of 
T s in g  M in g  w hen we observe the local traditions of 
letting off firecrackers (if perm itted) and consum ing 
Chinese w ine when the w ork is done. (Perhaps we 
consum e the firecrackers and let o ff the wine— they 
are o f equal potency and explosive content.)

T h e  follow ing headline in a local new spaper 
attracted our attention— “ Biggest ever p re-C h rist­
mas Japanese invasion.”  A s  one m em ber rem arked 
“  N o bo d y told us in 1941 that they w ere only 
tou rists.”

A s the old lunar year draws to a close, and the year 
o f the M o n k ey  follow s that o f the Ram , w e wish_all 
m em bers “  K u n g  H ei Fat C h o i.”

H O R N S E Y  A N D  E N F IE L D  B R A N C H

W e held our first C om m ittee m eeting for this year 
on January 24 and got dow n to w ork w ith  a vengeance. 
Arrangem ents have been m ade to have the Branch 
accounts ready for approval at a m eeting on February 
28, the R ifle C lu b  A .G .M . to be held on M arch  13 
and the Branch A .G .M . on M arch  27.

T h en , although the snow put us out for a w hile 
recently, and w ill quite probably try again, o u r friend 
"B a rb a ra  C a s tle ”  makes convivial m eetings a lot 
m ore problem atical. W e decided on Social Evenings 
for the first Saturdays in February and M arch—  
February 3 and M arch  2 respectively.

It was also agreed that T h ea tre  Parties w ould be 
organised, and the Rifle C lu b  w ould have an outing 
in early spring.

O u r C hristm as Party for 1967 was a com bined 
function w ith  “  D  ”  C om pan y 5th (V ol.) Battalion 
T h e  Q u e e n ’s R e g im e n t, ‘ ‘ A n n u a l D a n c e  and 
C hristm as D ra w ,”  and was a great success; the 
description “  Popular G rou p  playing m usic for all ”  
was verv apt, and a really great evening was had by 
all.

T h e  prizes for the C hristm as D raw  w ere excellently 
chosen and w ell received b y  the winners, ou r chair­
man, L t.-C o l. D . E . Sim pson, t .d ., presenting them .

It was very pleasing also to see the large num bers, 
especially ou r Branch C ontingent, m ost o f  w hom  
can still “  Shake a n ifty leg ”  when it com es to 
dancing.

A gain w e extend a w elcom e to you  all if  you  can 
m anage to get to H ornsey any W ednesday evening, 
and take this opportunity to w ish you  all a very 
H appy, H ealthy and Prosperous N ew  Y ear.

W e also send our sincere wishes to our E ditor for 
c o n tin u e d  s u c c e ss  w ith  th e  n e w  D ie -H a r d s  
Newsletter.

L e s l i e  H o s s l e n

H O U N S L O W  B R A N C H

H ounslow  Branch continues to flourish now  under 
new m anagem ent and m em bership has grow n since 
Septem ber. W e continue to spread the m essage and 
hope m ore ex-m em bers o f the Regim ent w ill com e 
and enjoy the delights o f the bar and m eet old friends 
on the last T h u rsd a y o f the m onth.
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O n D ecem ber 9 we held our first social evening 
and w hile it started rather slow ly w e finished with a 
good num ber, in fact, nearly a “  full house.”

T h e  N ew  Y ear prom ises w ell, and w ith  our very 
keen com m ittee we are already arranging a variety 
o f functions to please all. A nother social w ill be 
held on February 3 and a G eneral M eetin g is 
planned for February 29. T h e  possibilities o f a 
Branch D inner are being investigated and, if  enough 
support is there, w e w ill hold this on M arch 29.

Should any m em ber o f the Association happen to 
pass by on the last T h u rsd a y  o f the m onth w e should 
be very pleased to w elcom e him  and m aybe he will 
meet one o f his R egim ental Com rades.

P O R T S M O U T H  A N D  G O S P O R T  B R A N C H

T h is  Branch, like m ost o f the others, has been 
going through a period o f poor attendance, mainly 
because o f the bad weather, w hich seems to take a 
delight in going from  bad to fo u l!! on the evenings 
on w hich our m eetings are due to take place. On 
the evening o f our Christm as D raw  I ’m certain that 
the weatherm an said H a Ha, and prom ptly sent a 
snowfall that put paid to the Local T ra n sp ort system  
with the result that only our chairm an, M r. Paddy 
(“  P eggy ”  to his old friends) and “  L o fty  L o w ,”  
w ho arrived w ith his daughter and approxim ately 
100 sausages on sticks, attended. T h e  rum our that 
he sold his sausages outside the W hite H art is 
apparently without foundation.

D u e to the lack o f num bers able to attend our 
m eetings we have not at present been able to hold 
our A nnual G eneral M eeting. W e are going to try 
to hold it in February' and w e hope that all our 
m em bers will m ake a special effort to com e along, 
even if only to ensure that your C om m ittee is running 
the C lu b  in the w ay that m em bers want it run.

W e  are anxious to get in touch w ith one of our 
founder m em bers, C harlie M iriam s, again who 
appears to have drifted away. I f  any o f you see him 
let him know that a visit from  him  on a C lu b  night 
w ould be m ost welcom e. A nother chap I’m  anxious 
to get in touch with is M r. L loyd  w ho som etim es 
attends the M ill H ill Branch m eetings. W e were 
Squ ad mates together in Ladysm ith Squad in 1924 
w hen Joe D arby and “  B usty ”  H ull had charge of it. 
F inally, here are the names o f a few  o f our m em bers, 
Len  (“  Bogey ” ) W est, “  P eggy ”  O ’ N eil, H arry 
Norfield, Fred W igg, R on M cN eil, “  L o fty  ”  Low , 
Franky Nash, Bill O ’ Connor, Les D elaney, Charlie 
Pratt, Jim Peters, T o m m y T h om as and Bert H astie, 
all o f whom  would dearly like to hear from  old friends. 
I w ill always pass any letters on from G rove H ouse, 
59 G osport Road, Stubbington, N r. Fareham , H ants. 
H ow  about a coach trip  during the com ing sum m er 
to Sunny Southsea and a social gathering w ith the 
Southern Section o f the “  D ie-H ards ”  C lu b ?  A 
warm welcom e can be expected from  all of us here.

L e n  W e s t

9th B A T T A L IO N  B R A N C H

In front o f m e, to aid me to pen this newsheet of 
the activities o f this branch, lies the last issue o f 
The Die-H ards, the journal o f the M iddlesex R egi­

ment. First o f all, w e w ould like to congratulate the 
E ditor and his staff on produ cing such a splendid 
edition.

T h e  new  “  D ie-H ards ”  new sheet w e are sure 
w ill be w elcom ed as m uch as the Journal, but, of 
course, w ill only deal w ith  the detailed news o f the 
O ld  Com rades.

T h is  is m ost im portant. T o  keep the Newsheet 
going, news o f O ld  Com rades m ust be obtained and 
the only w ay that this can be done is from  you, Reader.

O u r C om m ittee m eet, or at least w e hope we «¿all, 
on the last T h u rsd a y in the m onth at 8 p.m . A i e  
T .A . C entre, Edgw are, and you w ill find us in the 
bar before m oving o ff to our C om m ittee Room , so 
if  you require us, please call or let us have the 
inform ation by letter.

Som e o f our m em bers, w e know, are too old to 
travel long distances; all the same we should be 
very pleased to hear from  them .

T h is  C hristm as I had sent to m e a greetings card 
from  C apetow n, S outh A frica. Som e years ago 
C harlie W oodbridge, whose R egt. N o. was 265^^^ 
was m ade an honorary m em ber o f  this B r a n c h ^ R  
regularly his C hristm as card has arrived every year. 
E ven from  that distance he has not forgotten the 
Battalion.

A nother card was received from  a m em ber very 
w ell known, w ho m ust be a m em ber o f the U nited 
Service C lub . For it was the card o f that C lub  which 
cam e to hand and inside the card was a very good 
coloured print o f the painting b y  S ir  A rthur C ope, 
r . a . ,  o f Field-M arshal His Royal H ighness, G eorge, 
2nd D uke o f C am bridge, k . g . ,  in his full uniform  as 
C om m ander-in-C hief. T h is  painting is still in 
possession o f the C lu b  and our Regim ent bore his 
name. T h e  spirit o f the Regim ent w ill never die as 
long as w e can still recall all those w ho w ere associated 
w ith us. Incidentally, I can rem em ber the funeral 
o f the D uke o f C am bridge in 1904. O ur school, 
w hich was not far from  the H arrow  Road at W illesden, 
helped to line the route. H is m ausoleum  is in Kensal 
G reen C em etery, but, as in other old cemeteries, 
the beautifu lly-kept grounds are a thing o f the past, 
and today the surroundings o f his last resting place 
are certainly not up to the standard o f the early 
’twenties.

T h e  obituary notices still com e in. W e regret 
m uch to hear o f the deaths of Sgt.-M ajor 
A bem droth, that gallant m em ber o f the Legion of 
Frontiersm en, w ho was associated w ith us at the 
D rill Hall, H oney Pot Lane, also o f M r. Jack Craker, 
“  Scofei ”  Ransom e and M r. H arry Sillick.

H arry Sillick was a m em ber of the 5th W est 
M iddlesex Volunteers, from  w hich w e were form ed, 
but he did not actually re-enlist in the Battalion. 
W hen we form ed the Association H arry was one of 
the first to apply and, o f course, accepted.

Som e o f his colleagues in the 5th were R .S .M . 
Drinkw ater, Jack Boyles, V . A . T ite  and 
W agstaffe. A ll these gentlem en are as well in ^ ^ lth  
as can be expected at their great age. W e should 
like to hear o f any m ore m em bers of the 5th W est 
M iddlesex still w ith  us.

In another part o f this newletter, inform ation is 
given o f the R em em brance D a y Service at Inglis 
Barracks. O u r C om m ittee would welcom e very m uch 
a larger attendance of m em bers o f our Branch; 
indeed, any m em ber o f the Battalion in any of its 
different form s, such as in the R .A ., at future services.
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N ow , finally, please do not forget that the Branch 
w ill hold its A nnual Reunion and D inner on 
Saturday, June 15, this year at the C avendish 
Ballroom , H igh Road, W illesden. W e w ill send you 
our notice o f this later w ith  the details.

R. T .  M eers

W .O .S ’ A N D  S E R G T S .’ B R A N C H

D espite the bad weather, the Breathalyser T est, 
and ^ nim erous functions during the latter part o f 
t h t ^ ^ r ,  w e w ere still able to m uster a few m embers 
w it^ m eir w ives and friends at our m onthly m eetings. 
W e now  look forw ard to better and brighter w eather 
in 1968, w ith the hope that the attendances at our 
future m eetings w ill increase.

W e  did not hold our usual m eeting in D ecem ber, 
as on that evening the W arrant Officers and Sergeants 
o f the 10th Q ueen ’s held their A nnual C hristm asD raw  
and D ance. H ow ever, an invitation to attend that 
function was extended to our m em bers, their wives 
aiM ^friends. T h e  w eather again was against us, 
I ^ B n g  away m any w ho had accepted the invitation. 
T h o se who did attend spent, I am sure, a very 
enjoyable evening, not only dancing to a very fine 
Band, but also in w inning a fair share o f the prizes 
in the D raw . O n behalf o f our m em bers I would 
like to thank the president and the M ess com m ittee 
fo r a wonderful evening, and also to congratulate 
them  for putting on such a good show. C ongratu­
lations also to C harlie Banks for the catering 
arrangem ents and the excellent buffet provided.

Several m em bers attended the R em em brance D ay 
Service at Inglis Barracks on N o vem b er 2, w here a 
wreath, on b ehalf o f the Branch, was laid on the 
Regim ental W ar M em orial by M r. S . Bartle. T h e  
Branch was honoured on this occasion by m y being 
appointed the Association Standard Bearer. I 
sincerely hope that this w ill not be the only occasion 
that the Branch has the honour o f one of its m embers 
being selected to earn,' the Standard.

T h e  year ahead, so w e are told, is going to be a 
hard one and b y the look o f things w e are going to 
be hit for six as far as our pockets are concerned. 
H ow ever, depressing as things m ay seem, I sincerely 
hope that all Branches o f “  T h e  D ie-H ards ”  w ill 
continue to flourish and be like “  D ie-H ards ” —  
r ^ ^ th in g s  with a smile, Back Britain and Back your 
Branch.

F or those w ho m ay not know, w e hold a social 
m eeting each second Saturday o f the m onth starting 
at 7.30 p.m . in the Sergeants’ M ess, T .A .  Centre, 
Deansbrook Road, Edgware. A ll serving and ex ­
m em bers o f the W arrant Officers’ and Sergeants’ M ess 
o f the R egim ent w ith  their w ives and friends are 
very welcom e.

T o  all Branches o f the “  D ie-H ards ”  w e send 
our greetings and best wishes for a successful year 

0  L . R. J.

FR E E  N E W SL E T T E R S
T h e  Editor wishes to thank M r. A . Bailey, M r. 

and M rs. C . C . Baldry, L t.-C o l. T .  W . C hattey, 
L t.-C o l. J. H. Clow es, L t.-C o l. H. P. Lam bert, 
M r. F. H . Nash, m.b.e., M ajor F. J. N u nn, and 
Capt. J. R. C . R iseley for th eir generosity in paying 
extra subscriptions so that free copies o f The Die- 
Hards Newsletter can be sent to deserving O ld 
Com rades.

F O R T H C O M I N G  E V E N T S

Date Event

F ri., F eb . 23 9th Battalion O fficers’ Trien nial
D in n er at U nited S ervice  C lu b , 
Pall M all, S .W .i .

F ri., A p r. 26 1 /7th Battalion (1914-18 ) D in n er at
B eale’s Restaurant, H ollow ay Road, 
N .7 .

S at., A p r. 27 1/7th Battalion (1939-45) D inner
at T .A .  C entre, H ornsey, N.8.

F r i.,  M a y  10 S p rin g G o lf  M eetin g on N orth
H ants G o lf  C ourse, Fleet.

T h u rs ., M a y  16 A L B U H E R A  D A Y .

S u n ., M a y  19 A lb u h era Service o f R em em brance 
at the W ar M em orial, Inglis 
Barracks, M ill H ill, follow ed b y  a 
Reunion at T .A .  C entre, E dgw are.

S at., M a y  25 2/ioth  Battalion Annual D in n er at
V icto ry  E x-Service C lu b , London, 
W .2.

W e d ., M a y  29 Q u een ’s R egim ent O fficers’ C lu b  
G o lf  M eeting at C an terb ury G o lf  
C lub.

S at., J u n e  15 9th Battalion Branch A nnual R e­
union and D inner at C avendish 
Ballroom , H igh  Road, W illesden.

S u n ., J u n e  23 R iver T r ip — W indsor to M arlow  
and return.

P e t e r  M c R a e
& C O M P A N Y  L IM IT E D

L ife A ssurance C onsultants 

Insurance an d  M ortgage Brokers

BEACON ROAD, CROWBOROUGH, 
SUSSEX

Telephone: C R O W B O R O U G H  3284 5 6

Did you know  that besides protecting 

your family, life assurance can assist in 

other fields, such as education, house 

purchase, pension, and estate du ty? W e 

specialise in the needs of service person­

nel and w ou ld  be pleased to advise.

W e make no charges

W e also have departm ents specialising  

in other form s o f general insurances  

w hich  are at your service



O B I T U A R Y

It is w ith  m uch regret that we have to announce
that the follow ing D ie-H ards have d ied :—

B o l d e n — O n D ecem ber 30, 1967, ex-Pte. A rth ur 
V icto r (“  T im  ” ) Bolden (6191249), aged 66. His 
C olo u r Service was spent in the 1st Battalion. H e 
was a very good sportsm an and represented his 
Battalion at football and boxing.

B r a d l e y — O n  January 26, 1968, Leslie R ipley B rad­
ley, C .B ., c . b .e ., D irector o f the Im perial W ar 
M useum  from  1938 to i960, at the age o f 75. On 
leaving Sandhurst in 1915 he was com m issioned 
into the Regim ent and served as a 2/Lt. w ith the 
4th Battalion in France, being invalided from  the 
Y pres Salient and returning to  civilian life in 1917. 
H e was m ade a c .b .e . in 1947 and a c .b . in 1961.

F a i r b r o t h e r — E arly in O ctob er 1967, after a long 
illness and m uch suffering, ex-Sgt. Edward 
Fairbrother (6198561), aged 57. H e was a staunch 
m em ber o f the D rum s o f the 7th (T .A .)  Battalion 
for m any years from  1928 onwards.

H e d g e c o e — O n  D ecem ber 2 7 ,  1 9 6 7 ,  at M azabuka, 
Zam bia, very suddenly, C olonel S idn ey Frank 
H edgecoe, aged 6 9 .

H e was adjutant o f the 8th (T .A .)  Battalion from  
1925 to 1929, and o f the 1st Battalion from  1934 to 
1937-
H e was serving w ith  the 1st Battalion during the 
Battle o f H ong K o n g  and was m entioned in 
despatches.

H o b s o n — O n  N ovem ber 13, 1967, ex-Pte. W illiam  J. 
H obson (L/8317), aged 74. Served in the 4th 
Battalion and was present at the Battle of M ons in 
A u gu st 1914.

I n m a n — O n Christm as D a y 1967, ex -C p l. A . J. 
Inman. Spent m ost o f  his C olo u r Service writh 
the 2nd Battalion. A  very able clerk.

K e n n e d y — O n D ecem ber 13, 1967, ex-S gt. Frederick 
K en n edy, late 7th (T .A .)  Battalion.

K i n g — O n D ecem ber 24, 1967» ex-S gt. Edw in J. 
K in g, m .m . (T .F ./70 37), late 7th (T .A .)  Battalion.

P e n n y c o o k — O n O ctob er 13, 1967, suddenly at his 
hom e, Brigadier G eorge H am ilton Charles Penny­
cook, c .b .e ., aged 70.
H e w'as A djutant o f the 1st Battalion from  1923 to 
1928 and received accelerated prom otion in the rank 
o f Captain into T h e  Cheshire Regt. in July 1927. 
H e was m ade a c .b . e . in 1945, and was m entioned 
in despatches five tim es— once in the 19 1^ ^ ^  
W ar and four tim es in the 1939-45 W ar.

S c r i v e n — O n  O ctober, 25, 1967, in hospital at 
Cam bridge, ex-C p l. Leonard Scriven  (1421834), 
late 1 st Battalion and Princess L o u ise ’s Kensington 
Regt.

S m i t h — O n January 6, 1968, ex-C /S gt. W alter Sm ith, 
aged 81. H e was a Sergeant in the old 1st V olunteer 
Battalion and was one o f those w ho re-engaged in 
the re-form ed unit, w hich becam e the 7th Bat­
talion (T .F .)  in A pril 1908.
H e had been a staunch supporter o f the R egim ental 
Association since its form ation in 1913.

W a l l a c e — O n  S eptem ber 20, 1967, in the Royal 
Berkshire H ospital, Reading, after a short illness, 
ex-Bdsm . Frederick W allace, aged 83.
H e wras a m em ber o f the 1st Battalion Band for 
m any years and a fine musician.
H e took an intense pride in his R egim ent and w as a 
most loyal "D ie -H a rd ” .
Since leaving the Service he had been a staunch 
m em ber o f  the R egim ental Association.

W i l l i a m s — O n N ovem ber 10, 1967, ex-Pte. Bill 
W illiam s (6203264), late 1st Battalion. H e t™ k 
part in the Battle o f H on g K o n g  and, l i k t ^ A  
brother, C harlie, w'hose death was announced in me 
final issue o f The Die-H ards, he was taken prisoner 
when the garrison surrendered on Christm as D ay 
1941, and remained a P .O .W . until D ecem ber 
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