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FORECAST OF EVENTS 1996

4 March Middlesex Officers’ Club Committee Meeting at 6.30 p.m. followed by
Regimental Association Executive Committee Meeting at 7 p.m.
ACF Conference Room Duke of York's Headquarters, Chelsea.

27 April 1 /7th O.C.A. Annual Reunion at the Drill Hall, Hornsey.

10 May Middlesex Regiment Officers’ Club Annual Dinner, Naval and Military
Club, 94 Piccadilly, London W1.

11  May Albuhera Service of Remembrance, Regimental Chapel, St Paul’s
Cathedral at 3 p.m.
Annual Reunion at the Victory Services Club, Seymour St, London W2, 
commencing at 6.30 p.m. AGM at 7.15 p.m.

14 May 9th Bn Officers' Club Annual Luncheon at the Royal Overseas Club,
Park Place, St James, London S W 1 . Assemble 1 2.15 p.m.

May Presentation of New Colours to the 1st Bn PWRR.

19 May Annual Inspection Albuhera Close at 9.30 a.m.

9 June Laying up of Colours 1 Oueens, Guildford.

19 June Finance Committee Meeting at Cooper Lancaster Brewers at 7 p.m.

13 September Laying up of Colours 3 Oueens.

14 September Korean Club Annual Reunion, Victory Services Club, Seymour St,
London W2, commencing at 6.30 p.m.

W O s & Sgts Past and Present Dinner, Bassingbourn.

October 2/7th Bn O CA  Luncheon at the Victory Services Club, Seymour St,
London W2, at 11.45 a.m.

7 November Field of Remembrance, Westminster Abbey 10.30 a.m. Planting of 
Crosses in the Regimental Plot.

7 November 7th Middlesex Officers’ Club Dinner to be held at the Officers’ Mess, 
The London Regiment, St John's Hill, Battersea, London SW11.

9 November Ceremony of Remembrance Middlesex Guildhall (opposite Westminster 
Abbey) assembling at 10.40 a.m.

10 November 7th Bn Remembrance Service, Parish Church of St Mary and St 
George, Hornsey, London N8, assembling at 10.30 a.m.

18 November Housing Sub Committee Meeting, ACF Conference Room, Duke of 
York's Headquarters, commencing at 7 p.m.



PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

I am taking this opportunity to wish you all good health, a Happy and Merry Christmas 
together with a Prosperous New Year. I look forward to seeing a lot more of you around next 
year.

Make a NOTE in your diary NOW  of the dates shown under Forecast of Events. Final 
details will be sent to you by the Regimental Secretary.

BENEVOLENCE

For the year ended 31 December 1995, the sum of £16459 was granted to members of 
the Reqiment in the form of benevolent grants. The Army Benevolent Fund contributed 
£10539. ^

The Army Benevolent Fund also made a special grant of £351 5 to cover the costW  
lopping the trees at Albuhera Close.

DONATIONS TO THE CHARITABLE FUND

The Secretary gratefully acknowledges the following donations:

The late Major J.G. Chiverall bequeathed £3400 to the Regimental Association 
Charitable Fund and £3400 to the Regimental Museum Trust Fund.

Individual donations from -  Mr E.J. Soden £50, Mr A.J. Brown £50 and Mr J.O'Sullivan 
£25.

ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTIONS

All members are reminded that annual subscriptions are due on 1 January. Officers £5 
and other rank members £3.50.

V J PARADE

The Regimental Association attended the National V J Parade held in London on 
Saturday 19 August.

Our contingent was led by the Regimental Standard carried by Mr M. Ward and the 
Enfield Branch Standard by Mr A. Burford. We were given a rousing reception by the 
enormous crowds -  a truly memorable day.

ODD JOTTINGS

Ron and Betty Morris would like to thank the many members of the Regimental Family 
who have inquired after their son Tim. He is now out of hospital and living with our second son 
Stephen and his wife Susan. He is learning to live a different way of life using a wheel chair. 
He hopes to start work reasonably soon based at home, still working for the Bank of Tokyo, 
building up a computer programme for use by the Bank. He has to return to hospital either just 
before or just after Christmas for a further operation on his back, but he does not anticipate 
being there all that long. Despite it all he remains cheerful most of the time and he is looking 
forward to receiving all the latest computer equipment so that he can start work. The Bank 
have held his job open, albeit with a change of emphasis and responsibilities, and have been 
very supportive.



A PILGRIMAGE TO HONG KONG
24 AUGUST -  6 SEPTEMBER 1995

Where to begin? Unforgettable, moving, stirring, impressive, sad, celebratory -  one run 
out of adjectives. The tour from 24 August to 6 September 1 995 was splendidly planned and 
organised from the U.K. jointly by The Royal British Legion and The Royal Hong Kong 
Regiment (V) Association but primarily, on arrival, masterminded magnificently by H.Q. British 
Forces, Hong Kong. The visit was to mark the 50th Anniversary of the Liberation of Hong 
Kong and to attend the Disbandment Ceremonies of The Royal Hong Kong Regiment -  our 
Allied Regiment now moving into history after 141 years of service to the Crown and people 
of Hong Kong.

Though no serious prior co-ordinating arrangements had been made, our Regimental 
party, which instantly became a solid group recognisable to all by our tie, consisted of Colonel 
Nick and Suzanne Carter (from Australia), Jim (ex Sgt 1 MX and Prisoner of War 1 941 -1945) 
and Joyce Harrington, Bob and Joan Gilbertson, Tony and Pat Lofts, Colonel John Moore (a^^ 
Adjutant HKR 1 954-55). Additionally, within the overall party of about 180, were very 
true and deep friends of the Regiment from the Battle of Hong Kong in 1 941 and the ghastly 
years thereafter. They included the NOK (from Canada) of a 1 MX soldier killed in the battle, 
those who had been with the Battalion in Sham Shui Po and Argyll Street Camps and two 
ladies interned in Stanley Prison one of whom even occupied the same‘room’ as Topsy Man.

The ceremonies began on Sunday, 27 August with a magnificent and memorable 
Choral Evensong in St. John’s Cathedral wherein lies our Regimental Memorial Plaque and 
the Roll of Honour Book containing the names of 1 6 Officers and 188 Other Ranks ‘‘Killed or 
died in Hong Kong 1941 - 1945". The Roll also lists the names of those who died in the 
notorious “Lisbon Maru” or subsequently in Japan.

Sg t J. Harrington waiting to lay wreath

The Regimental Association attended the National V J Parade held in London on 
Saturday 1 9 August.

Our contingent was led by the Regimental Standard carried by Mr M. Ward and the 
Enfield Branch Standard by Mr A. Burford. We were given a rousing reception by the 
enormous crowds -  a truly memorable day.

V J PARADE

ODD JOTTINGS

Ron and Betty Morris would like to thank the many members of the Regimental Family 
who have inquired after their son Tim. He is now out of hospital and living with our second son 
Stephen and his wife Susan. He is learning to live a different way of life using a wheel chair. 
He hopes to start work reasonably soon based at home, still working for the Bank of Tokyo, 
building up a computer programme for use by the Bank. He has to return to hospital either just 
before or just after Christmas for a further operation on his back, but he does not anticipate 
being there all that long. Despite it all he remains cheerful most of the time and he is looking 
forward to receiving all the latest computer equipment so that he can start work. The Bank 
have held his job open, albeit with a change of emphasis and responsibilities, and have been 
very supportive.



A PILGRIMAGE TO HONG KONG

24 AUGUST -  6 SEPTEMBER 1995

Where to begin? Unforgettable, moving, stirring, impressive, sad, celebratory -  one run 
out of adjectives. The tour from 24 August to 6 September 1 995 was splendidly planned and 
organised from the U.K. jointly by The Royal British Legion and The Royal Hong Kong 
Regiment (V) Association but primarily, on arrival, masterminded magnificently by H.Q. British 
Forces, Hong Kong. The visit was to mark the 50th Anniversary of the Liberation of Hong 
Kong and to attend the Disbandment Ceremonies of The Royal Hong Kong Regiment -  our 
Allied Regiment now moving into history after 141 years of service to the Crown and people 
of Hong Kong.

Though no serious prior co-ordinating arrangements had been made, our Regimental 
party, which instantly became a solid group recognisable to all by our tie, consisted of Colonel 
Nick and Suzanne Carter (from Australia), Jim (exSgt 1 MX and Prisoner of War 1941 -1 945) 
and Joyce Harrington, Bob and Joan Gilbertson, Tony and Pat Lofts, Colonel John Moore (ata^ 
Adjutant HKR 1 954-55). Additionally, within the overall party of about 1 80, were very m^^P 
true and deep friends of the Regiment from the Battle of Hong Kong in 1941 and the ghastly 
years thereafter. They included the NOK (from Canada) of a 1 MX soldier killed in the battle, 
those who had been with the Battalion in Sham Shui Po and Argyll Street Camps and two 
ladies interned in Stanley Prison one of whom even occupied the same‘room’ asTopsy Man.

The ceremonies began on Sunday, 27 August with a magnificent and memorable 
Choral Evensong in St. John's Cathedral wherein lies our Regimental Memorial Plaque and 
the Roll of Honour Book containing the names of 16 Officers and 188 Other Ranks “Killed or 
died in Hong Kong 1941 - 1945". The Roll also lists the names of those who died in the 
notorious “Lisbon Maru” or subsequently in Japan.

Sgt J. Harrington waiting to lay wreath

In the ensuing days Ceremonies and Religious Services were held at the Cenotaph (led 
by H.E. The Governor), Stanley and Sai Wan Cemeteries and Sham Shui Po Prisoner of War 
Memorial. We were particularly proud that at all these official ceremonies precedence was 
given to the laying of our own Regimental poppy wreaths by members of our Party. Above the 
Regimental crest was attached in each case a card labelled “In proud and honoured memory 
from All Ranks The Middlesex Regiment (DCO), The Die-Hards'”. Regimental wreaths were 
also laid at our Memorial Plaque in St. John's Cathedral and, most specially, at the grave in 
Stanley Cemetery of Colonel L.A. Newnham G.C., M.C. On the stone is the Regimental Crest, 
the G.C. emblem, the date 1 8.1 2.1 943 and the inscription “Shot whilst a Prisoner of War for 
refusing to betray his Comrades. True to the End”.

But all was not solemnity, important as it was. Banquets, receptions, lunches, dinners 
and cocktail parties abounded at which our hosts included the Government of Hong Kong, 
British Forces Hong Kong, Prison Officers Stanley Prison, Hong Kong Prisoners of War 
Association and the Park Lane Hotel, Causeway Bay in which we were staying and well 
cossetted. Particularly memorable in the context of both ceremony and hospitality was a 

^fcttoo and Beating Retreat on Stonecutters ‘Island’ (now a solid part of the mainland) 
^Magnificently staged by The Hong Kong Military Service Corps and The Royal Hong Kong 
Regiment (The Volunteers) followed by an absolutely splendid barbecue for “VIP’s, Veterans, 
selected RKHR (V) and Hosts only”. Our Regimental Party was yet again much to the fore!

Saturday, 2 September was the sad “Disbandment Day" for the Volunteers. In the 
afternoon the Volunteers marched/rode past (their Reconnaissance role) the dais at the 
Convention Centre on the island where the salute was taken by The Honourable Mrs Anson 
Chan CBE, JP (Chief Secretary) and General Sir Michael Rose KCB, CBE, DSO, QGM 
(Adjutant General) who had flown out especially for this day. The Parade included the RHKR 
Old Comrades Association together with Harrington and Moore both wearing our Regimental 
ties. This we felt was an expression of our sympathy for and solidarity with our Allied 
Regiment. The remainder of our Party were in special reserved seats next to the VIP stand.

That evening the whole group from our hotel together with a large Australian contingent 
staying in the YMCA, Kowloon were transported by coach to Gallipoli Lines in the New 
Territories near Fanling (now unrecognisable midst a sea of skyscrapers). This was for the 
final Disbandment Parade at which the salute was taken by H.E. The Governor. The parade 
included the March On, Inspection, Trooping the Guidon, Advance in Review Order, Address 
by the Governor and the Commanding Officer’s reply including a personal message from The 
Queen, a Drumhead Service and the March Off as the lights dimmed and Auld Lang Syne 
played. It truly was a magnificently executed, moving and at times “tear jerking” occasion. 
Thereafter we attended a splendid Disbandment Reception again beautifully staged.

• On Monday, 4 September there was a poignant occasion -  the auction to those 
nnected of the majority of the property of the Volunteers' Officers and Sergeants Messes. 
To see it all laid out with lot numbers really brought home the finality of the Disbandment. 

There were however two saving elements. A magnificent 77th candelabra on long loan from 
us is to be returned to RHQ The Princess of Wales’s Royal Regiment (Queen's and Royal 
Hampshires) at Canterbury whence, I was assured, it would be available for suitable 
occasions in London. The second saving element was the silver Steeple Cup (standing two 
feet high and still in superb order) presented to the Hong Kong Regiment in March 1955 and 
inscribed “Presented by The Middlesex Regiment (DCO) to The Hong Kong Regiment to 
Commemorate their Alliance on August 14,1 950”. This Cup is to remain in the Territory and 
will be housed in a special show case at the Jockey Club together with the Volunteers’ other 
memorabilia.



Though not all of us were able to inspect it, our Regimental Crest carved on the hillside 
above Fanling still exists and has over all these years been splendidly maintained by the 
Ghurkas. Presumably it too, like us, will now fade into history. But throughout all these 
ceremonies there was a tangible link with the present. The Minden Band of the Queen’s 
Division, under the able Directorship of Captain C.R. Meldrum, had been flown out especially 
for the occasion. They rightly attracted much comment and praise; it was good to hear 
“Soldiers of The Queen" regularly played.

How to sum up this final “official” tour? With the notable exception of Jim Harrington, 
our Regimental Party was in honesty basking in the reflected and deserved glory of our 
Middlesex forebears. We met old friends from all over the globe, made new friendships 
particularly among those with Regimental connections and visited so many places known of 
old to many of us. We were even allowed a little time to be tourists! The'Pilgrimage', for such it 
primarily was, has left on all of us indelible memories of the past, friendships to be carried into 
the future and, beyond all, pride tinged with humility at the valour of The Die-Hards both in the 
Battle for Hong Kong in December 1 941 and their courage in captivity for nearly four long a^* 
terrible years thereafter. It was an honour to be there and to “Remember".

H.J.A.M.

L to R: Jim  Harrington, Bob  Gilbertson, Tony Lofts, C o l John Moore, C o l N ick  Carter

VJ SERVICE OF REMEMBRANCE AND THANKSGIVING

A VJ Service of Remembrance and Thanksgiving to mark the 50th Anniversary of the 
end of the Second World War and to remember the 377 All Ranks of the 1 st Bn who died in 
the Far East was held atthe National Army Museum, Chelsea, London SW3, on Tuesday 15th 
August 1 995.

The Service was conducted by The Reverend W.E.B. Jones, the Lesson was read by 
Brig B.A.M. Pielow, the Act of Remembrance was led by Lt-Col T.W. Chattey and the 
Regimental Collect was read by Lt-Col J.M. Hewson.

The following former FEPOW s of the 1 st Bn attended: Lt-Col T.W. Chattey, Major A.E.F. 
Waldron, Lt R.S. Rothwell, Messrs G. Boswell, G. Brown, D. Cavill, H. Foakes, J. Harrington, L. 
Hipgrave, R. James, T. Milroy, J. Poole, F. Wookey, R. Wright, plus two guests from the Royal 
Hong Kong Regiment, Lt-Col J. Laurence Smith and Major I.P. Tamworth.

They were supported by wives and widows -  Mrs Boswell, Mrs Cavill, Mrs Foakes, Mrs

«rrington, Mrs James, Mrs Milroy, Mrs Wookey; widows Mrs Weedon, Mrs Heather, Mrs 
Idford, Mrs Franklin, Mrs Matthews, Mrs Whitby, Mrs Geary and Mrs Brooker; next of kin, 
Miss P. Harrison and Mr P. Kifford.

The function was supported by Mr Ian Robertson, Director National Army Museum and 
5 members of Staff plus members of the Regimental Association.

An excellent buffet was provided by the Museum's Caterers.

A request was sent to the Royal British Legion to lay a spray of poppies on the grave of Lt 
Col H.W.M. Stewart, OBE, MC, in the Yokohama British and Commonwealth Cemetery as 
near to the 15th of August as was possible. The message read. “From all ranks of the 1 st Bn 
The Middlesex Regiment in memory of all those who died in the Far East between 1941 and 
1945. -  An Outstanding and caring Commanding Officer”.

ANNUAL SERVICE OF REMEMBRANCE AT THE MIDDLESEX GUILDHALL

The Annual Remembrance Service was held at the Middlesex Guildhall on Saturday 11 
November 1995. The Service was conducted by the Reverend Gus Jones our Padre with the 
1 st Battalion in Korea. The Lesson, taken from The Revelation of St John the Devine Chapter 
21 vv 1 -  7, was read by our Chairman Lieut Colonel John Hewson and the Exhortation and 
the laying of the Regimental Wreath was undertaken, this year, by Lieut Colonel Tom Chattey. 
After the Service Colonel Chattey said a few words to thank the Reverend Gus Jones for all 
the support he had given to the Regimental Association over many years. The Reverend

«nes in his reply said how much he enjoyed being the Honorary Chaplain to the Regiment 
o that although he had decided to semi-retire, he would still be available to assist at the 
annual Albuhera Service and that he looked forward to doing so.

After the Service, before leaving for home, a glass of sherry with short bread biscuits 
were enjoyed by the 63 members and their families present. It is very pleasing to see the 
number attending this moving service increasing year by year.

CENOTAPH MUSTER -  WHITEHALL

20 plus members of the Hounslow Branch accompanied by our Chairman and 
Secretary joined the Associations of the Queen's Regiment, The Buffs and the Royal 
Hampshires at the muster and march past at the Cenotaph in Whitehall on Remembrance 
Sunday, the 12 November 1995. Those not marching were able to watch the Parade on 
television in the Headquarters Club at the Duke of York's. Following the parade, at about 1 245 
hrs, all adjourned to the bar atthe Duke of York's for a well earned drink priorto having lunch 
together. A very moving and enjoyable day.



SERVICE OF REMEMBRANCE AND THANKSGIVING 
1/1 Oth, 2/10th and 3/10th Battalions

The Annual Service of Remembrance and Thanksgiving was held at the Parish Church 
of St Nicholas, Chiswick, London W 4 at 3pm on Sunday the 12 November 1995.

The Service was conducted by the Reverend Patrick Tuft, Vicar of St Nicholas and 
Honorary Chaplain to the 2/10th Old Comrades Association. Brigadier Tony Pielow, our 
President read the Lesson taken from Isaiah Chapter 40, verses 1 -8 .  The customary Act of 
Remembrance and the wreath laying ceremony was undertaken at the memorials within the 
Church to the 1/10th, 2/10th and 3/10th Battalions.

Understandably, with the passing of time, the attendance was down this year. Some 25 
people were present from the Regimental Association, and friends of the 2/10th Old 
Comrades Association.

FIELD OF REMEMBRANCE 1995 W

Your Secretary attended the Field of Remembrance on Thursday the 9 November 1995 
and planted crosses in memory of each Battalion of the Regiment. A large Middlesex badged 
Regimental Cross was also planted in the Far East Prisoners of War Association Plot. The 
Queen Mother formally opened the Field of Remembrance at 1130 am by planting her cross 
and then HRH the Duke of York visited each Regimental Plot and spoke to the Regimental 
Representatives.

Colonel and Mrs Tom Chattey were present as was Major Frank Waldron, Fred Thomas 
and Reg Mepham.

Regim ental P lo t at F ie ld  of Remembrance -  9 November 1995

7th MIDDLESEX OFFICERS’ CLUB

The 68th Annual Dinner of the 7th Middlesex Officers' Club was held at the Officers' 
Mess, The London Regiment St John's Hill, Battersea, London SW 11 on Thursday 9th 
November 1995.

Lt-Col J.D. Gunnell presided and the guests were: Capt J. Amsden, Major I. Glennie, 
Major P.E. Hills, Lt-Col P.R.P. Swanson, Mr N.S. Young, Capt S. Young and Mr A. Wood.

The following members attended: Col I.D. Brotherton, Major S.A. Blausten, The Rt Rev 
Mgr Brown, Major A.B. Carter, Capt M.J.S. Doran, Capt S. le M. Enthoven, Lt-Col P.J. Hall, 
Major D. Harwood, Major S.L.J. Henshaw, Capt J.K. Laurence, Major C.L. Lawrence, Major R.J. 
Leighton, Col A.M. Man, Major E.J. Naish, Lt P.J. Ottino, Lt-Col G.C.D. Scott-Lowe, Capt J.K.E. 
Slack, Capt J. Spencer Richards, Capt P.A. Stocken, Col D.R.W. Thomas, CaptG.J. Young.

The following members expressed their regret for not being able to attend but sent

«¡etings to all their friends: Capt H.S. Abbott, ColF.G. Barber, Major P.D.J. Clarke, Major H.E. 
uch, Lt F.R. Fenton, Capt J.R.W. Fisher, LtS.B. Hurst, Lt J. McMaster, Capt D.O.M. Thomas, 
wapt F.S. Mayman, Mr M.H.D. Milne, Lt K. Murray, Major G.G. Norton, Capt B. St G.A. Reed, 

Major A.J.D. Salter, Lt-Col D.E. Simpson, Lt J.R. Spooner, Col P.A.D. Storie-Pugh, Major R.F. 
Sykes, Major R.J. Usher.

2 /7th BN ANNUAL REUNION

The 50th and final Annual Reunion of the Old Comrades Association of the Bn took 
place at the Victory Services Club on Thursday 5 October 1995, under the Chairmanship of 
Lt-Col R.E. Rowbotham.

The lunch was organised by Mr T. Fairhead, 2/7th Bn and Mr J. Warner of the Enfield 
Branch. The following guests attended: Brig B.A.M. Pielow, Lt-Col T.W. Chattey, Lt-Col J.M. 
Hewson, Major R.E.B. Morris and Major A.E.F. Waldron. A total of 95 attended the lunch and 
this included 2 members of the 2/7th Bn who reside overseas -  they were Mr Joe Bird, USA 
and Mr Ben Simmons, South Africa.

The annual luncheon will continue but in future will be organised by the Enfield Branch.

HONG KONG (ARGYLE STREET) P.O.W. ASSOCIATION

The Hong Kong (Argyle Street) P.O.W. Association held their annual Luncheon at the

f ee of York’s HQ, London SW3, on Friday 29th September 1995. The following members 
nded: Lt-Col T.W. Chattey, Major A.E.F. Waldron, Major F.S.C. Hancock, Capt and Mrs

S. Hudson, Lt and Mrs R.S. Rothwell and Mrs M. Webber, widow of Capt G.C. Webber.

The lunch was preceded by a Memorial Service in the Chapel of the Royal Hospital, 
Chelsea.

DIAMOND WEDDING ANNIVERSARY

Colonel Andrew and Ursula Man welcomed some 160 guests, family, friends and 
members of the Regiment to their Diamond Wedding Anniversary Celebration held in the 
Carisbrooke Hall of the Victory Services Club, Seymour St, London, W 2 on Saturday the 9 
September 1 995. Colonel Andrew had obviously gone to considerable trouble to organise a 
first class occasion that was thoroughly enjoyed by all present. Pride of Place in the Hall went 
to the Regimental Flag that was displayed for all to see.

Brigadier Tony Pielow toasted this fine couple in a speech outlining some of the 
aspects of Colonel Andrew's career and family life and the Colonel in reply said how much he



had enjoyed his time with the Regiment having commanded two Battalions in war, and what a 
wonderful wife, mother and supporter Ursula had been during their married life. He 
concluded by thanking all present, many by name, for attending and for their friendship and 
comradeship to himself and his family. Colonel Andrew asked that the following message be 
added to this report-“Ursula and I are most grateful to all who wished us well on the Occasion 
of our Diamond Wedding Anniversary on the 10 August 1995”.

VISIT TO THE NORMANDY BATTLEFIELDS

The Royal British Legion Hounslow Branch are orqanisinq a visit to the Normandy 
Battlefields.

Outward travel 20 June 1996, return on 24 June 1996, luxury coach travel, staying at a 3 
star hotel in Bayeaux, half board, anticipated cost £295 per person. They have extended an 
invitation to Diehards to join the party. Those interested can obtain further information from Mr 
John Adams, Ramparts, 6 Riverbank, Staines TW18 2QE. (Tel. 01784 456012). A

OFFICERS’ CLUB LUNCHEON

At the Annual Meeting of the Officers' Club Committee, held on the 6 March 1995, it 
was agreed that to meet the requests from some members a Club Luncheon be held in 1995. 
The date selected was the 20 September, Officers’ Club members were all advised and 
arrangements were put in hand. Regrettably the luncheon did not receive sufficient support to 
make it viable (only 7 members asked to attend) and so it had to be cancelled.

UNION JACK CLUB

The Union Jack Club is situated in Sandell St, London SE1, right outside Waterloo 
Station. There is a wide choice of single, double and family rooms, many with private bath 
rooms etc. All are very reasonably priced.

All serving members of the Forces have full membership and those who have served 
are entitled to apply for membership or can be made Temporary Honorary Members for the 
period they are staying at the Club.

The accommodation is available to both Commissioned and Noncommissioned ranks. 
For further information and to book accommodation contact- The Reservations Office, The 
Union Jack Club, Sandell St, London SE1 8UJ (Tel 0171 928 4814). •

HOUNSLOW BRANCH

Now that the heatwave has passed us by and the Test Series against the West Indies 
has resulted in a draw, the Football Season is under way with all the usual hype. We begin to 
realise that the nights are drawing in, it gets darker two minutes earlier each day, and that 
autumn is upon us, winter is coming on, and another year begins to draw to an end. So what a 
good time, with no evening chores to do because of poor light, one can consider attending 
Branch meetings on a Friday with no feelings of guilt.

PAST EVENTS. Sunday 30 July was open day at the London Regiment held at the Duke of 
Yorks Chelsea, and what a wonderful day. It was an education to see the modern T.A. at work 
and to be able to view the latest military hardware on issue to the reserve forces. A large 
contingent of the Regimental Association was present and they were treated to a fine display 
of military music by the Fifes, Pipes and Drums. Those who were present were able to avail 
themselves of the excellent Bar B Q which was provided by our hosts. Dave Eagle was on 
parade with the Regiments Assault Pioneers.

VJ SERVICE 15 August. The Regimental Association held a very moving service to give 
thanks and to remember the 50th anniversary of the end of the Second World War at the 
National Army Museum Chelsea. The service which was held in the picture gallery, was 
conducted by the Rev W. Jones, a past chaplain to the Regiment. The theme of the service 
was to remember all those held captive and all those who did not return. The event was well 
supported by members of the branch and their guests, who after the service enjoyed a buffet 
lunch and toured the museum. They then proceeded to the Royal Hospital Chelsea and were 
extremely fortunate to enjoy tea within the Hospital cafe, served by ladies of the Red Cross at 
15p a cup which, on a very hot day, was a bargain compared with the inflated prices charged 
in the area.

RBL EVENING THANKSGIVING SERVICE A large party from the Branch attended the 
evening service and afterward enjoyed themselves, being entertained with live music and a 
few drinks before a buffet supper.

SATURDAY 19 AUGUST OFFICIAL CEREMONIES LONDON. The day dawned bright,

«nny and very hot which indicated to those who had elected to march that they could expect 
me discomfort because of the heat. A reasonable sized contingent of Diehards were 
marching, most of whom were senior citizens, and it was gratifying that all the World War II 

veterans of this branch were on parade, supported by other members of the branch and 
relatives for whom we were fortunate to have obtained seats in the stands outside 
Buckingham Palace. Prior to the march down The Mall, those who were marching received 
liberal supplies of water from the Brigade of Guards and the Metropolitan Police. The march 
down The Mall was an exhilarating experience with the large crowds cheering and clapping 
every yard of the route. The bonus for those marching was that the party appeared on 
television which has resulted in a number of phone calls to the Association. The salute was 
taken by Her Majesty The Queen, and it is not often that the generals clap the other ranks!

Our congratulations to John Morgan, Ernie Platt, Vic Debenham, Syd Wells and Carrots 
Thomlinson for maintaining the Regiments traditions. After the march, half of the party elected 
to stay in town and watch the Flypast and enjoy the Fireworks.

SUNDAY 20 AUGUST Beating Retreat & Sunset Ceremony. Again the Branch had been 
successful in obtaining seats for this event which was held on Horse Guards Parade, and 
those members who did attend all agreed that it was a fitting and moving tribute to all those 
who gave so much in ensuring that Freedom should prevail. No doubt all who watched on TV 
felt much the same emotions.

SUNDAY 27 AUGUST ANNUAL EVENT BRANCH BAR B Q. This event was a blazing 
success with a total attendance of thirty six including the wives and family members. The food 
was of a very high standard, the desserts particularly so, having been prepared by the ladies, 

I understand that the shortage of some of those dishes was due to certain members trying 
to sample all the goodies so as not to offend any particular lady who may have felt that her 
offering was not given the attention which her pudding deserved.

Our grateful thanks are due to Rosemary & John Raby who once again extended the 
hospitality of their home and worked so hard to make the day such a great success.

AROUND THE BRANCH
I have had a postcard from Mick Timms who tells me that he has now forsaken the field and 
moved into a house. Address available for any who wish to contact him.

Mrs Mary Mullen has been discharged from hospital after her recent operation fora duodenal 
ulcer, and although on a bland diet herself, she produced a fine lasagne for the supper meal at 
the branch Bar B Q. Our good wishes for her continuing recovery.



Francis Palmer sends his kind reqards to all tho know him and hopes to see us in Lille this 
year.

I n o te  that o n e  o r two m em bers  a re  still d e lin q uen t in p ay in g  the ir subs, a n d  I w o u ld  ap p re c ia te  
y o u r  g iv in g  th is m atter y o u r im m ed ia te  attention if  you  fa ll into this category.

LONDON REGIMENT OPEN DAY -  SUNDAY 30 JULY 1995

There was a very good attendance at the London Regiment's Open Day held on Sunday 
the 30 July 1995. Fifty plus Diehards including wives attended. On a very hot and humid day 
we were entertained to an excellent display of the Regiment’s military role and skills. Then 
followed a blessing and presentation of the newly emblazoned drums to the London 
Regiment’s Corps of Drums. After the presentation the Corps of Drums and the Pipes of t l ^  
London Regiment gave a musical display that was much appreciated by all present.

Company Tents and Bars opened when the formal events ended and all adjourned to 
the B (Queen’s) Company Tent for drinks and a very welcome barbecue.

A very good day was had by all.

PERSONAL JOTTINGS

Sincere congratulations to Mrs Patricia Allott on the award of the M.B.E. for her Community 
work.

* * * * *

Tom Bryant, 1 st Bn, 23433556, 1 957-59, visited Buckingham Palace on 11 October to be 
presented with the C.M.G. Tom has family connections with the Diehards -  his uncle was 
Private Willie Bryant (6208393) who served with the 1 st Bn in Hong Kong and sadly lost his 
life when the Lisbon Maru was torpedoed on 1/2 October 1942. His grandfather served as 
G/21 202 Private Willie Bryant was killed in action 1 July 1918 whilst serving with the 1 st Bn.

* * * * *

Jason Burnham, 1 Church Hill, Finchingfield, Essex CM7 4NN, would like to hear from 
anyone who knew the late 6204334 Jim Poole who served with D Company 1 /7th Bn.*  * * * * *

J
Col Gavin Bulloch and Mr Tony Lofts have joined the Regimental Association Executive 
Committee.

* * * * *

Majors Ron Morris, Chris Lawrence and Frank Waldron recently visited the Royal Star and 
Garter Home at Richmond, to see CpI Reg Coppard who was having a two week ‘respite’ at 
the Home. Reg, in his youth, was groom to the father of Chris, then a young lad. It was a 
splendid afternoon and some very interesting stories came to light. Say no more.

* * * * *

I was recently speaking on the telephone to Sgt Les Crittenden who was a FEPOW  with the 
1 st Bn and during our conversation he told me that in his younger days he was batman to the 
late Col L.A. Newnham. Sadly Les is now housebound.

* * * * *

Frank Dickinson, 2nd Bn, has recently traced Bob Shepherd, Ex 6 PI B Company who was a 
regimental cook during 1944 and later was transferred to the A.C.C. Bob is having a bad time 
and he is now suffering from poor eyesight and hearing and has quite a job getting around. He 
remains cheerful.

* * * * *

Mr P.E. Gates (22950093) 1953-58, C  Company 1st Bn, now a Pastoral Preacher reports 
^ k t  services of Remembrance for VE and VJ Days were held at the Little Glory Baptist 
^ffiapel, Smithfield, South Australia, and several former members of the British Army 
attended.

* * * * *

On 13 September I had the pleasure of a visit by Sgt Jim and Joyce Harrington and after 
hearing all about his recent trip to Hong Kong and the fact that he had the honour of laying the 
wreath on behalf of the 1st Bn, we adjourned to the local for refreshments.

* * * * *

Information has been received that Capt R.A. Hodge is seriously ill in a Dublin Hospital.
* * * * *

Barry King, 1 /7th Bn, who now lives in Adelaide, Australia, is after extensive major surgery 
responding to treatment. He sends his regards to all his friends in the 1 /7th.



O n  1 O c to b e r  I had the  p leasu re  o f a v is it by C a p t and G e ra ld in e  Lo fting  w ho  w ere  a ttend ing  
the  w e d d in g  o f D oug las  M cC u lly ’s daughter. It w as good  to see  them  look ing  so well.

M rs  Joan M cD o w e ll, w id o w  o f C a p t L.G. M cD ow e ll, fo r  the  f irs t tim e jo ined  the m arch in 
W h ite h a ll on R em em brance  Day and on the  w ay handed ove r a w reath  insc rib ed  “ In m em ory 
o f 'D ie h a rd s ’” fo r  p lacem en t at the C eno taph . In the past she has a lw ays p lanted a c ro ss  in the 
W e s tm in s te r  G a rd e n  o f R em em brance . W e ll done  Joan.

* * * * *

F orm er S g t Je ff M u lle nd e r has m oved to M arga te  and any D iehard  v is iting  the T hane t area w ill 
be m o s t w e lcom e.

* * * * *

F orm er L S g t F rank M u llin g s  (62 1 2 6 1 0 ), 1s t Bn, seeks his trave lling  com pan ions, F rank 
G la d d in g , F rank B irch e ll and F rank R ogers, w ho  m et on a tra in  to  M ill H ill B a rracks, 15 M a ra t  
1 9 4 0 . W r ite  to  2 W e th e rb y  Road, B o reham  W o o d , H erts  W D 6  4LQ .

* * * * *

M ajo r and M rs  G .O . P orte r w rite  to  express the ir s in ce re  d isa p p o in tm e n t at be ing  unable  to 
take  pa rt in the  R eg im enta l events co n n ec te d  w ith  VE and VJ day.

* * * * *

M r T.H. R ocka ll, A  C om pany, 1 /7 th  Bn, very k ind ly sen t M a jo r R on M orris  a reco rd in g  o f the  
H o rs e  G u a rd s  cerem ony.

* * * * *

Jack R ose  (6 2 0 9 1 5 7 ), 2 /8 th  Bn, recen tly  v is ited  the  B ritish  W a r C em ete ry  at N ederw eert, 
H o lland , w h ich  con ta ins  g raves o f H.J. C la rk, G.T. Davis, 2 /8 th  Bn, and C p I B oustred , 1 /7 th  
Bn.

* * * * *

F orm er C S M  John O ’Su llivan , rem inds  M a jo r Ron M orris  tha t his son, B rendan, a ttended the 
D uke  o f Y o rk ’s S choo l, Dover, w ith  h is son  T im . B rendan  now  lives in C u m b ria  and sends  Tim  
h is very best w ishes.

*  * * *

C p I John P luck, w ho  a ttended  the K orean  R eun ion  repo rts  that w h ils t in an a lco h o lic  daze 
gave  h is tie  away. For his s in s  he had to buy a rep lacem ent.

* * *  *  *

M r EJ. S o d e n  has been se lec ted  by the  N orth  Essex F E P O W  A sso c ia tio n  to a ttend the 
C h r is tm a s  Party at S t Jam es' P a lace  o rgan ised  by the ‘N o t Forgo tten  A ss o c ia tio n ’. The  
inv ita tion  in c lu d e s  a tw o  n igh t stay at the V ic to ry  S e rv ice s  C lub , all expenses paid.

* * * * *

M r F red  P h illip s , 2 /7 th  Bn, is the  new  o ccu p a n t o f F lat 10A , A lb u h e ra  C lose , Enfie ld . A fte r 
C h r is tm a s  M r B ill R a w linson  and w ife  w ill be m oving  in to  No. 12 A lbuhe ra  C lose .

* * * * *

John W a te rm a n  is ask ing  fo r  m em bers  o f the  2nd B n  to co n tac t him, pa rticu la rly  those  w ho 
w e re  in D C om pany. H is  a d d re ss  is: 2 T he  D ovecot, C harlton , P ershore, W o rc s  W R 1 0  3LL. 
Tel 0 1 3 8 6  8 6 0 7 9 2 .

OBITUARIES

A D A M S  -  O n  5 A u g u s t 1 995 , M rs  A u d ry  A dam s, w ife  o f S g t P.H. Adam s.

ALLEN  -  O n  11 July 1995, P riva te  Jim m y A dam s (6 2 0 8 4 5 7 ), aged  77 years.
J im m y served  w ith  the 2 /8 th  (1 s t Bn), from  1 939 -45 . H e had a fin e  s in g in g  vo ice  and 
a fte r the  w a r becam e a H eadm aster. H e w as a good sp o rtsm an  and w as a m em ber of 
the  Bn H ockey  team. In fo rm an t S g t Peter B enson-C ooper.

A LLO T T  -  O n  5 th  O c to b e r 1995, M a jo r R icha rd  K n o w le  B rian  A llo tt, M C , aged  77 years. 
M a jo r A llo tt ’s ob ituary  appears  e lsew he re  in the  N ew sle tte r.

-  O n  6 N ovem ber 1 995 , P rivate A rth u r H e rbe rt (Trunkey) B e tts  (5 8 8 3 7 6 2 ), aged 77 
years.
H e w as a lw ays know n as ‘T runkey ’, en lis ting  on 27 M arch  1 9 3 6  and in early 1 937  
jo ined  the 1st Bn in S ingapore . D u ring  A u g u s t 1 937  he m oved w ith  the B n  to H ong  
Kong. H e w as a m em ber o f A  C o m pa n y  and took  part in the B a ttle  o f H ong  K ong. In 
S e p te m b e r 1 9 4 2  he w as a m em ber o f a d ra ft o f P O W s  be ing  m oved to Japan and 
su rv ived  the s ink ing  o f the L isbon  M aru. H e  w as repa tria ted  to UK in O c to b e r 1 9 4 5  and 
w as d isch a rg e d  in February in 1946. H e w as a popu la r m em ber o f the  Bn.

B L A C K W O O D  -  O n  10 N ovem ber 1995, P riva te  H arry B la ckw o o d  (62 1 0 2 1 4 ), aged  76 
years.
H arry served  w ith  12 P latoon, D C o m pany (M ortars), 2 /8 th  Bn th ro u g h o u t the 
N orm andy and E uropean cam pa ign  1 9 39-46 . Roy B ishop , w ho  w as a g rea t friend , 
a ttended the funera l held at P ortrush , C o  A ntrim , and w as a Pall Bearer. H e  w ill be w e ll 
rem em bered  in the Batta lion  as he served  o rig ina lly  in the  R eg im enta l B and  and w as a 
m ag n ifice n t p iano player. H arry  w as a fa rm er in P o rtrush  and in re tirem en t he  w a s  a 
p ro fess iona l m us ic ian  and a lso  a m em ber o f the P ortrush  B o w lin g  C lu b  fo r  o ve r 4 0  
years. W h e n  the  Bn w as in G erm any he w as on R ad io  H am burg .

B U R K ITT  -  O n  1 6 A u g u s t 1 995 , M rs  L. B urk itt, w id o w  o f S g t H. B u rk itt (61 9 8 4 88 ), F E P O W  
w ith  the 1 s t Bn.

C O M P T O N  -  O n  18 N ovem ber 1 993 , P riva te  F re d e rick  Jam es C o m p to n  (6 0 8 5 6 8 9 ), aged 
8 3  years. Be la ted  entry.
H e  en lis ted  in early 1 9 3 3  and served  until late 1 945 . H e  w as w ith  the  1 s t B n  in Egypt, 
S in g a p o re  and H ong  Kong. H e w as taken P O W  on 25 D e ce m b e r 1 9 41 , su rv ived  the 
s in k in g  o f the L isbon  M aru and held in O saka  C am p. F red w as a f irs t c la ss  fo o tb a lle r 
and a m em ber o f the  B n  team.

C R A W L E Y  -  O n  10 July 1 995 , P riva te  B erna rd  A lfre d  C ra w le y  (2 2 5 7 5 8 6 8 ), aged 6 2  years.

•  B e rna rd  w as a N ationa l S e rv icem an  w ho  served  from  1951 to 1 9 5 3  w ith  A  C o m pa n y  
1 s t B n  in H ong  K ong  and A ustria . H e w as a keen and g e nerous  m em ber o f the 
R eg im enta l A sso c ia tio n . H is  friend , B e rna rd  Pedlar, w rites: H av ing  a very o u tgo in g  
pe rsona lity  he w as very p o p u la r w ith  his co n tem p o ra rie s  and as a g ifted  p ia n is t w ill be 
rem em bered  by m any fo r  h is gues t appea rances  w ith  the  R eg im enta l B and. F o llow in g  a 
long  illness he d ied  peace fu lly  at home. A  m easure  o f h is ab ility  to  m ake and keep 
fr ie n d s  is tha t the re  w as  “s ta n d ing  room  on ly" at the  C h u rch , S t M ary the  V irg in , L ittle  
W a ke ring . S ty lish  to  the end the funera l p ro ce ss io n  w as p re ceded  on the  s h o rt w a lk  to  
the  C h u rc h  by a sm all D ix ie-Land band p lay ing  his favo urite  m usic . H e  w o rked  at the 
B a ltic  E xchange C h a m b e rs  fo r  m any years and at the  age o f 5 3  to o k  up hotel 
m anagem ent.



FOAKES -  On 25  N ovem ber 1 995 , C p I H aro ld  Foakes (62 0 2 7 3 2 ), aged 78 years.
H arry  Foakes en lis ted  d u rin g  1 9 3 5  and, a fte r re c ru it tra in ing , jo ined  the 2nd B n at 
C o lch e s te r. In 1 9 3 7  he w as posted  to the  1 s t Bn at G ilm an  B arracks, S ingapore . D uring  
A u g u s t 1 9 3 7  he m oved w ith  the 1 s t B n to H ong  K ong jo in in g  C  C om pany. T he  fo llo w in g  
is an extrac t from  the R eg im en ta l Journa l dated A u g u s t 1 9 3 9  -  “S pec ia l m ention be ing 
m ade o f P riva te  Foakes w h o  caused  g rea t s u rp r ise  by w in n in g  the A rea  L igh t Heavy 
W e ig h t title ." A lso  u nder the sam e heading  m ention is m ade o f tw o  o f h is fr ie n d s  -  LCpI 
P oo le  w o n  the  ind iv idua l long ju m p  and Priva te  M ilroy  w as aw arded  fu ll C o lo u rs  be ing  a 
m em ber o f the  B n B ox ing  team. H aro ld  took part in the  battle  o f H ong  K ong. H e spen t 
h is P O W  days, 1941 to 1 945 , in S h a m sh u ipo  C am p, H ong  Kong. O n  return  to the UK at 
the  end o f 1 9 4 5  he w as m ed ica lly  d ischa rged . H e  w as a staunch  m em ber o f the 
R eg im en ta l A sso c ia tio n . H is  funera l w as a ttended by M r & M rs  T J . M ilroy, M r & M rs  J. 
Poole, M r & M rs  R. Jam es and M r D. C avill. The  R eg im enta l F lag d raped the co ffin .

F R A N C IA  -  O n  23  O c to b e r 1 995 , M rs  T he lm a  Francia, w id o w  o f Paul Francia, 2 /8th (1 st Bn), 
w h o  d ied  28 A u g u s t 1 991 . Paul, a lthough  blind, trave lled  many m iles and pho tog raphed  
the  C o lo u rs  o f o u r w a rtim e  ba tta lions d isp layed  in ch u rch e s  all ove r the  country. ‘*

t tTOF ranc ia  pa in ted  every C o lo u r aw arded  to ou r R eg im en t and these  w ere  d isp layed  at t 
1 9 9 2  R e m em b ran ce  S e rv ice  at the  M idd lesex G u ildha ll. T he  p ic tu re s  w ere  later 
handed o ve r to  the Im peria l W a r M useum .

F R O S T  -  O n  19 July 1995 , C p I John W e s le y  F rost (6 1 9 3 5 6 5 ), aged 92  years.
John F ro s t en lis ted  on 6 D ecem ber 1 920 , and served  until 14  January 1928 . H e  w as 
w ith  C  C o m pa n y  1 s t Bn.

F U S S E LL  -  O n  9 N ovem ber 1 995 , P riva te  W illiam  H enry  Fusse ll (1 4 5 6 7 5 0 8 ), aged 82  
years.
B ill se rved  w ith  d is tin c tio n  in B C om pany, 2 /7 th  Bn from  1 9 4 0  to 1 94 5  and sa w  se rv ice  
in N orth  A fr ica , Italy, P a les tine  and Syria. H e  w as a good  local rugby p layer and an 
a rd e n t se riou s  m usica l en thusiast.

G ILB E R T  -  O n  1 2 A u g u s t 1 995 , M rs  A n ita  G ilbe rt, w id o w  o f L t-C o l N.G. G ilbe rt, w h o  d ied  30 
July 1 963 .

G O U L D  -  O n  11 O c to b e r 1995, M rs  M a is ie  G ou ld , w ife  o f W 0 2  W J . G o u ld  (6 2 1 0 2 0 9 ), 2 / 
8 th  (1 s t Bn).

G R EE N  -  O n  28  S e p te m b e r 1995, P riva te  A lb e rt G reen  (64 6 9 5 8 1 ).
B e rt G reen , a S t D unstaner, served  w ith  the 2nd  Bn 1 9 4 0 -4 4  and w as se rious ly  
w o u n d e d  and to ta lly  b linded  at the  B attle  o f C aen  in 1 944 . A fte r com p le tion  o f his 
tra in in g  at the  S t D un s ta n 's  T ra in in g  C entre , he had a su cc e s s fu l life  in the c iv ilian  w orld  
and  on ly  in la te r years w as adm itted  to S t D un s ta n ’s O v in g d ea n  N u rs in g  H o m ^ ^  
B righ ton .

G R IFF ITH S  -  O n  1 9 S e p te m b e r 1995, M rs  Ethel G riffith s , w ife  o f M a jo r (Q M ) F.L. G riffith s .

P U LLE N  -  O n  20 O c to b e r  1 995 , C pI Jam es (Jim) H enry  P u llen  (6 2 0 0 3 9 6 ), aged 82 years. 
H e  en lis ted  on 1 A p ril 1 9 3 2  and jo ined  the 2nd Bn and served  co n tin uo u s ly  until 7 
January 1 9 3 9  w hen  he w as tran s fe rre d  to the  A rm y Reserve. D u ring  th is  tim e  he 
o b ta ine d  a 1 s t C la ss  C e rtifica te  o f E ducation, no m ean fe a t in those  days. H e w as a 
good  sp o rtsm a n  exce lling  at fo o tba ll and c ricke t. H e  w as reca lled  from  the  A rm y 
R ese rve  on 1 O c to b e r  1 9 3 9  and w as pos ted  to the 1 /7 th  Bn. H e sa w  se rv ice  w ith  the 
B n  in the M id d le  East, N orth  A fr ic a  and N W  Europe. H e w as tran s fe rre d  to the A rm y 
R eserve  on 23  January 1 9 4 6 . A  keen and loyal m em ber o f the  R eg im enta l A ssoc ia tion .

S H A W  -  O n  10  S e p te m b e r 1 9 9 5 , P riva te  P erc iva l G eorge(W a lly ) S h a w  (19 0 3 3 0 9 3 ), aged 
6 5  years.
W a lly  S h a w  en lis te d  on 24  A u g u s t 1 9 4 6  and served  until 22  S e p te m b e r 1 952 . H e w as 
w ith  the  1 s t B n  in K orea  se rv ing  in H Q , B and S C om pan ies . H e w as aw arded  the 
K orean  and  U n ited  S e rv ice s  M eda ls.

T H O M P S O N  -  O n  5 N ovem ber 1995, S g t E rnest Jam es T ho m p so n  (6 2 0 2 6 1 9  and 
2 2 2 9 0 5 6 3 ) A ged  76 years.
H e  served  from  1 9 3 5  to 1 980 , co m m e n c in g  by e n lis ting  in to the 9 th  Bn T he  M idd lesex  
R eg im en t TA. T h is  w as fo llo w e d  by se rv ice  w ith  the G re n a d ie r G ua rds , A rm y P hys ica l 
T ra in ing  C o rps , the  A rtis ts  R ifles  (21 SAS), T he  P arachute  R eg im ent, 2 2 n d  S p e c ia l A ir 
S e rv ice  R eg im en t and fina lly  the last 13 years w ith  the Royal E ng ineers  P osta l (TAVR). 
H e w as aw arded  the T e rrito ria l E ffic iency  M edal and va rious o ther m edals.

W A LD E N  -  O n  31 July 1995, M rs  M o llie  W a lden , at M oo rlands  N u rs in g  H om e, L igh tw ater, 
Surrey, peace fu lly  in her s leep, at the  age o f 99  years. S he  w as the  w id o w  o f C o lo n e l 
F rank W a lden , w ho  com m anded  the 2 /8 th  Batta lion , the  1st B a tta lion  and the  2nd  
Batta lion , and the m other o f D o c to r Peter W a lden , w h o  served  w ith  the 1 st B a tta lion  in 
A u s tria  in 1 9 5 4  as a N ationa l S e rv ice  S uba lte rn , and o f C o lo n e l Ian (Beng ie ) W a ld e n , 
w ho  retired som e years ago from  the  Royal M arines.

M o llie  W a ld e n  had been a p ro fess iona l s in g e r and w rite r, and had trave lled  a g rea t deal,

•  e.g. in France, C anada, H ong  K ong  and Jordan. S h e  enjoyed read ing, a rt and m usic, and 
loved fam ily  life  and conve rsa tion  w ith  friends . S h e  bo re  w ith  typ ica l co u ra g e  the  death 
o f her husband in 1 9 7 6  and it d id  not destroy  her a lw ays k ind ly  sense-o f-hum our, 
a lthough  she  never really go t ove r the  loss. S h e  reta ined her fa cu ltie s  d e sp ite  he r gre'at 
age -  fo r  example, she  w as ab le  to recogn ise , and enjoy be ing  w ith , her yo u n ge s t g ra n d ­
daughte r, Polly, w ho  w as  born on 25 M ay 1995.

M o llie  W a ld e n ’s funera l and crem ation  took  p lace  at the  E astham pstead  Park 
C rem a to rium , W ok in g h a m , on the m orn ing  o f 10 A ugus t, and her rem a ins w e re  bu ried  
in the  fam ily  g rave at C h r is t C hu rch , Esher, on that a fte rnoon. C o lo n e l Ian B u rro w s  
rep resen ted  the  R eg im en t at both serv ices.

I.R.B.

The  fo llo w in g  have jo in e d  the  O ff ic e rs ’ C lub :

L ie u t P.J. O ttin o  (44 6 9 2 2 ). S e rved  H Q  C o y  7th B n & B  C o y  5 th  Bn.

T he  fo llo w in g  have jo ined  the R eg im enta l A ssoc ia tion :

6 2 1 6 9 7 3  S g t F. C ape l, se rved  24  M G T C  & 70 th(Y S ) B n  1 9 4 2 -4 7
* * * * *

6 2 0 2 3 5 8  P te A.H .A. C la ridge , served  A  C o y  1 s t B n  1 9 3 5 -4 7 . F E P O W  S h a m sh u ipo  
C am p.

2 3 9 6 5 0 2 7  Pte B .W . Fryers, se rved  H C B , 4 and 3 Q ueens, 1 9 6 3 -7 2 .

1 9 0 4 1 9 2 3  Pte E.g. G o o d fe llo w , se rved  1st & 2nd  B n s  1 9 47-50 .

2 3 0 8 2 5 0 6  LC pI D. Johns, served  1st Bn 1 9 5 8 -6 4 .

6 8 4 8 8 6 7  LC pI J. Jordanou, se rved  KRR C, 2nd  B n  1 9 40-46 .

6 2 0 7 9 2 5  P te H.F. Langrish , served  8 th  Bn, 2nd  Bn & 1 s t B n  1 9 3 9 -4 5 .



1 4 4 0 2 4 8 9  C p I R. M epham , se rved  2 /8 th  (1s t Bn) 1 9 4 2 -4 5  & 2 C h e sh ire s  1945-47 .
* * * * *

2 3 2 8 8 8 5 3  P te G .W . M esser, se rved  1st B n 1 9 5 9 -6 3 .
* * * * *

6 2 1 2 6 1 0  L S g t F.A. M u llings , se rved  D C o y  1 /7 th , D C oy  2 /8 th  (1s t Bn), 1940-45 . 
W o u n d e d  Caen.

* * * * *

6 2 0 2 9 8 1  LC pI G.A. P h illips , se rved  1st Bn 1 9 3 7 -4 5 . F E P O W  C am p  2, Tokyo.
* * * * *

6 2 0 3 9 1 5  LC p I W . S haw , se rved  1 9 3 7 -4 6  1st B n F E P O W  C a m p  3, Tokyo.
* * * * *

1 4 4 1 4 0 7 4  P te C. S lesenge r, served  D C o y  2 /8 th  (1s t Bn) M orta rs  1942-45 .
* * * * *

1 4 4 0 5 3 9 2  P te A.H . S parks , se rved  7th B n  1 9 4 2 -4 5  & 2P LK  1945-46 .
* * * * *

1 4 4 0 9 0 7 6  P te K A  T w yfo rd , se rved  8 th  B n & 1 /7 th  B n  1 9 42-48 .
* * * * *

1 4 6 5 3 9 3 9  S g t A J . W ise m a n , se rved  2 /8 th  (1s t Bn), 1 9 42-47 .

T H O M P S O N  -  O n  5 N ovem ber 1995, S g t E rnest Jam es T ho m p so n  (6 2 0 2 6 1 9  and 
2 2 2 9 0 5 6 3 ) A ged  76  years.
H e served from  1 9 3 5  to 1 980 , co m m e n c in g  by e n lis ting  in to the 9 th  Bn T he  M idd lesex  
R eg im en t TA. T h is  w as fo llo w e d  by se rv ice  w ith  the G re n a d ie r G ua rds , A rm y P hysica l 
T ra in ing  C o rps , the A rtis ts  R ifles  (21 SAS), T he  P arachu te  R egim ent, 2 2nd  S p e c ia l A ir  
S e rv ice  R eg im en t and fina lly  the  last 13 years w ith  the Royal E ng ineers  P osta l (TAVR). 
H e w as aw arded  the T errito ria l E ffic ie n cy  M edal and various o ther m edals.

W A LD E N  -  O n  31 July 1995, M rs  M o llie  W a lden , at M oo rlands  N u rs in g  H om e, L igh tw a te r, 
Surrey, peace fu lly  in her s leep, at the age o f 99  years. S h e  w as the w id o w  o f C o lo n e l 
F rank W a lden , w ho  com m anded  the 2 /8 th  Batta lion , the  1st B a tta lion  and the  2nd 
Batta lion , and the  m other o f D o c to r P e te r W a lden , w ho  se rved  w ith  the 1 s t B a tta lion  in 
A u s tr ia  in 1 9 5 4  as a N ationa l S e rv ice  S uba lte rn , and o f C o lo n e l Ian (B eng ie ) W a lden , 
w ho  re tired  som e years ago from  the Royal M arines.

M o llie  W a ld e n  had been a p ro fess iona l s in g e r and w rite r, and had trave lled  a g rea t deal,

• I e.g. in F rance, C anada, H ong  K ong and Jordan. S h e  en joyed read ing, a rt and m usic, and
loved fam ily  life  and conve rsa tion  w ith  friends . S he  bore  w ith  typ ica l co u ra g e  the death 
o f her husband  in 1 9 7 6  and it d id  not d es troy  her a lw ays k ind ly  sense-o f-hum our, 
a lthough  she  never really go t over the loss. S h e  reta ined her fa cu ltie s  d e sp ite  her g rea t 
age -  fo r  example, she  w as ab le  to  recogn ise , and en joy be ing  w ith , her yo u n g e s t g ra n d ­
daughter, Polly, w ho  w as born  on 25  M ay 1995.

M o llie  W a ld e n 's  funera l and crem ation  took  p lace  at the  E astham pstead  Park 
C rem a to rium , W ok in g h a m , on the m orn ing  o f 10 A ugus t, and  her rem ains w e re  bu ried  
in the  fam ily  g rave  at C h r is t C hu rch , Esher, on tha t a fte rnoon. C o lo n e l Ian B u rro w s  
rep resen ted  the R eg im en t at both serv ices.

I.R.B.

T he  fo llo w in g  have jo ined  the  O ffic e rs ' C lub:

L ieu t P.J. O ttin o  (44 6 9 2 2 ). S e rved  H Q  C o y  7th Bn & B C o y  5 th  Bn.

T he  fo llo w in g  have jo ined  the R eg im enta l A ssoc ia tion :

6 2 1 6 9 7 3  S g t F. C apel, se rved  24 M G T C  & 70th(YS ) Bn 1 9 4 2 -4 7
* * * * *

•  6 2 0 2 3 5 8  P te A.H.A. C la ridge , served  A  C o y  1 s t Bn 1 9 3 5 -4 7 . F E P O W  S h a m sh u ip o  
C am p.

* * * * *

2 3 9 6 5 0 2 7  P te B .W . Fryers, se rved  H C B , 4 and 3 Q ueens, 1 9 6 3 -7 2 .
* * * * *

1 9 0 4 1 9 2 3  P te E.g. G o o d fe llo w , se rved  1 s t&  2nd  B n s  1 9 47-50 .
* * * * *

2 3 0 8 2 5 0 6  LC p I D. Johns, served  1 s t B n 1 9 5 8 -6 4 .
* * * * *

6 8 4 8 8 6 7  LC pI J. Jordanou, served  KR R C , 2nd  Bn 194 0-4 6 .
* * * * *

6 2 0 7 9 2 5  P te H.F. Langrish , se rved  8 th  Bn, 2nd  B n & 1 s t B n 1 9 3 9 -4 5 .



1 4 4 0 2 4 8 9  C p l R. M epham , served  2 /8 th  (1s t Bn) 1 9 4 2 -4 5  & 2 C h e sh ire s  1945-47 .

2 3 2 8 8 8 5 3  P te G .W . M esser, served  1st Bn 195 9-6 3 .

6 2 1 2 6 1 0  L S g t F.A. M u llings , se rved  D C o y  1 /7 th , D C o y  2 /8 th  (1s t Bn), 1940-45 . 
W o u n d e d  C aen.

* * * * *

6 2 0 2 9 8 1  LC p I G .A. P h illips , se rved  1 s t B n  1 9 3 7 -4 5 . F E P O W  C am p  2, Tokyo.
* * * * *

6 2 0 3 9 1 5  LC p I W . S haw , se rved  1 9 3 7 -4 6  1st B n F E P O W  C a m p  3, Tokyo.
* * * * *

1 4 4 1 4 0 7 4  P te  C. S lesenge r, se rved  D C oy 2 /8 th  (1 s t Bn) M orta rs  1 9 42-45 . |

1 4 4 0 5 3 9 2  P te A H. S parks, se rved  7 th  B n  1 9 4 2 -4 5  & 2PLK  1945-46 .

1 4 4 0 9 0 7 6  P te K.A. T w yfo rd , se rved  8 th  B n  & 1 /7 th  Bn 1942-48 .
* * * * *

1 4 6 5 3 9 3 9  S g t A.J. W ise m a n , se rved  2 /8 th  (1s t Bn), 1 9 42-47 .

MAJOR RICHARD KNOWLE BRIAN ALLOTT, MC
1918-1995

R icha rd  A llo tt, w ho  d ied  at his hom e in Lym ing ton  on 5 th  O c to b e r, w as on e  o f the  
R eg im en t’s m ore unorthodox and a dven tu resom e  o ffice rs , and w as held in h igh rega rd  and 
esteem  by everyone w ho  served  w ith  him. H e  w e n t to  sch o o l at R ad ley and having a ttended 
S andhurs t, w as co m m iss io n e d  in to the  M idd lesex  R eg im en t in A u g u s t 1938 . H e  jo in e d  the 
2nd B atta lion  and w en t to  F rance  w ith  the  batta lion  as part o f the BEF. H av ing  fo u g h t w ith  the 
batta lion th ro u g h o u t tha t d isa s tro u s  cam pa ign , he to o k  part in the D u n k irk  evacuation  and 
eventua lly re tu rned  to England. S oon  a fte rw a rds  he vo lun tee red  fo r  the C o m m a n d o s  w h ich  
w ere  be ing  fo rm e d  in 1941. B eca u se  o f h is row ing  sk ills  learn t at Radley, R ich a rd  jo in e d  the 
S pec ia l B o a t S e c tio n  o f 8 C o m m a n d o  w h ich  had then  com e  in to existence. T h e ir  b rie f w a s  to 
land sm all parties beh ind  enem y lines, and R icha rd  and a Naval o ff ic e r  w ere  launched  fro m  a 
m otor to rp e d o  boat in a ‘F o lboa t’ -  a fo ld in g  boat o f canvas and w o o d  -  to  ca rry  ou t an 
im portan t reconna issance  o f a L ibyan beach in enem y held territory. H e  w as ash o re  fo r  tw o

ca rry ing  o u t his recon n a issa n ce  m ostly  at n igh t in bad w ea the r w ith  enem y tro o p s  in the 
^ m e d ia te  v icin ity, be fore  m aking  a 25 m ile  passage  in rough seas back to  B rit ish  lines to 
render h is vital report. For th is  se c re t m iss ion  R icha rd  w as aw arded  the  M C .

E ventua lly the F o lboa t sec tio n s  w e re  m erged w ith  the S A S  w ith  w hom  R ich a rd  had 
fu rth e r adventu res sabo tag ing  G e rm a n  ins ta lla tions in C rete , C yp ru s  and on R hodes  be fo re  
be ing pos ted  m iss ing . It w as learned la ter tha t his party had been ca p tu red  and  R ich a rd  taken 
p risoner. H e rem ained  a P O W  fo r  the  res t o f the  war.

A fte r the  w ar he w as se co n de d  to the S udan  D e fence  F orce  w h e re  he w as M en tio n e d  in 
D espa tches. O n  return to  E ng land  he w as appo in ted  ad ju tan t a t the  Eaton H all O ff ic e r  C a d e t 
T ra in ing  Unit. T h is  w as fo llo w e d  by 2 years w ith  the M idd lesex batta lion  in A u s tr ia  and then  on 
to C yp ru s  d u ring  the E O K A  troub les.

R icha rd  retired from  the  A rm y in A u g u s t 1 9 6 0  and becam e m anager o f a sand  and 
gravel b u s iness  in W h its ta b le , Kent. In 1 9 6 9  he and his fam ily  w en t to  live in Lym ing ton  w h e re  
his fa ther, M a jo r B rian  A llo tt, had been a p rom inen t res iden t fo r m any years.

R icha rd  w as essen tia lly  a countrym an, h igh ly  know ledgeab le  in all a sp e c ts  o f the 
coun trys ide . H e favoured  the  unusua l in all th in g s  and ce rta in ly  knew  all the  p o a che r’s tricks . 
Fly fish in g  w as his favourite  pastim e  and he w as pa rticu la rly  expert a t m ak ing  up and ty ing  his 
ow n fis h in g  flies; he used to g ive  d e m onstra tions  o f th is  c ra ft a t local show s. A n o th e r o f his 
spec ia l sk ills  w as ‘t ic k lin g  tro u t’ and m any young o ffic e rs  in A u s tr ia  w ere  held sp e llb o u n d  
w hen he show ed  them  how  th is  w as done.

R ich a rd 's  fam ily  w ere  c lo se ly  linked  w ith  the M idd lesex  R eg im en t -  his fa the r w as in the 
f ^ B m e n t  and served  th ro u g h o u t the  G rea t W ar, and his s is te r B a rba ra  w as m arried  to  the  
late C o lo n e l A ym ar C layton. In 1 9 5 2  R icha rd  m arried  P a tric ia  w hom  he had m et w h ils t a t 
Eaton Hall. P a tric ia  has s ince  been c lo se ly  invo lved  in num erous cha ritie s  and fu n d  ra is ing  
a c tiv ities  in and a round  Lym ing ton  and last July w as aw arded  the M B E  in reco g n itio n  o f her 
extensive com m un ity  w ork.

R ich a rd ’s funera l took  p lace  at St. T h o m a s ’ C h u rch , Lym ing ton  on 1 2 O c to b er, and, in 
a dd ition  to his fam ily  and M rs  B a rba ra  C layton , w as a ttended by B rig a d ie r and M rs  P ie low , 
C o lo n e l Ian B u rro w s , Lieut. C o lo n e l and M rs  John H ew so n  and M a jor and M rs  P h illip  
M arsha ll. T he  ch u rch  w as fille d  by a la rge  co n g re g a tio n  from  the loca l com m unity .

R icha rd  is su rv ived  by his w ife  P a tric ia  and the ir son and daughte r, to  all o f w hom  w e  
send o u r deep  fe lt sym pathy.



REGIMENTAL GOODS

T he  fo llo w in g  reg im en ta l g o o ds  are ava ilab le  to  purchase . T hese  can be ob ta ined  by 
w ritin g  to the  S ecre tary, M a jo r R.E.B. M orris , M BE, 3 8  T raps  Lane, N ew  M alden, S u rrey  KT3 
4S A . P os tage  and pack ing  is in c lu d e d  in the  price. C h e q u es  o r Posta l O rd e rs  shou ld  be 
m ade payable  to  the  M idd lesex  R eg im enta l A ssoc ia tion .

T u m b le rs  W h is k y  engraved  w ith  M idd lesex  R eg t B adge £  7 .50  each

B laze r B adges £  7 .00  each

C a r B a d g e s  (good quality) £1  2 .00  each

Ice  B ucke ts , m in ia tu re  s id e  d rum  w ith  reg im enta l
em blazon £ 2 2 .0 0  each

T ies  R egtl O ld  Pattern, M aroon  & O ld  G o ld £  5 .00  each

T ies  R egtl N ew  Pattern £  4 .00  each

T ies  O ff ic e rs ’ C lu b  S ilk £1 2 .50  each

M idd lesex  R e g im en t C a p  B adges £  4 .00  each

M id d lese x  R e g im en t Key R ings £  2 .50  each

O ld  C o m ra d e s  Lapel B adges, O ld  Pattern -  T he  D iehards £  2 .75  each

W a ll P laques, M idd lesex  R eg im en t £1 7 .00  each

P rin ts  D ru m s and F ifes, unfram es, large £  7 .50  each
sm all £  4 .00  each

C h ris tm a s  C a rd s  dep ic ting :
S teady the  D rum s and F ifes .35 each
T he  G u a rd ro om  S cene .35 each
C o lo n e l G raham  Egerton, 77 th  Foot P o rtsm ou th  1 8 5 4 .35 each

W e  a re  now  in a pos ition  to su p p ly  the  fo llo w in g  -  p lease a llo w  14 days fo r  delivery:

M id d lese x  R egtl B lazo r B u tton  (Flat s tayb righ t w ith  
e ngraved  M idd lesex  Badge)
S e ts  o f 6 la rge  & 6 sm all 
Ind iv id u a l bu ttons la rge  o r sm all

M id d lese x  R eg im enta l C u ff L inks

M id d lese x  R eg im en ta l C u ff L inks w ith  tie  g rip

T ie  G r ip  on ly

M id d lese x  R eg im en t Lad ies B ro o ch

£ 2 2 .0 0  each 
£  2 .00  each

£  8 .50  pe r pair

£ 1 1 .0 0  set

£  5 .75  each




