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T H E  M E M O R IA L  AT  A L B U H E R A

V is it by Capta in  D.E.M. Kidd, 2/7th Battalion.
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FO R E C A S T  O F  E V E N TS  1984

19 Mar Regim ental A ssoc ia tion  Executive Com m ittee Meeting at County  Hall, London  S E 1 ,
at 6 p.m.

20 Mar Meeting of Regim ental Museum  Trustees at B ruce  Castle, Tottenham, London  N17,
at 2.30 p.m.

28 Ap r 1 /7th Bn (1939-45) D inner at T A  Centre, Hornsey, N 8 .

1 1  May M idd lesex Regim ent O ff ic e rs ’ C lu b  Dinner, Cavalry and G ua rds  C lub, 127 P iccad illy
London W C 2 .#

12 May A lbuhera Serv ice  of Rem em brance at St Pau l's  Cathedra l com m encing 2.30 p.m.

Annual Reun ion at the V ictory Serv ice  C lub, Seym our St, London  W 2, com m encing 
6.30 p.m. Annual General Meeting w ill be at 8 p.m.

13 May Inspection of A lbuhera C lo se  by Housing  Committee.

26 May 2 /1 0th Battalion Annual Luncheon at V ictory Se rv ices C lub, Seym our St,
London W 2.

15 Jul Q u een ’s Regim ent Reun ion to be held at Depot The  Q u een ’s Division,
Bassingbourn, com m encing 11.30 a.m.

18 Sep  M idd lesex Regim ent G o lfin g  Society Meeting, North Hants G o lf C lub , Fleet, Hants.

5 O c t 2/7 Bn Annual D inner at the V ictory S e rv ices C lub, Seym our St, London  W 2.

6 O c t Q ueen ’s Regim ent Past & Present W O s  and Sg ts D inner at D epot the Q u een ’s
Division, Bassingbourn.

10 O c t Housing  Sub  Com m ittee Meeting 6.15 p.m. Venue later.

12 O c t Q ueen 's  Regim ent O ffic e rs  C lu b  Reun ion at H aberdasher’s Hall.

21 O c t Regim ental A ssoc ia tion  Chu rch  Parade  with the C h e lse a  Pens ion ers at Royal
Hosp ita l Che lsea.

8 Nov 7th M idd lesex O ff ic e rs ’ C lu b  Dinner, T A  Centre, Hornsey N 8 .

10 Nov Cerem ony at the Field o f Rem em brance, W estm inster.

11 Nov Rem em brance Day Serv ice  at Inglis Barracks, M ill Hill, at 10 a.m. fo llow ed  by
^  Reun ion at T A  Centre, Edgware.

^  7th Bn Rem em brance Serv ice  and wreath laying cerem ony at the new  com bined
Chu rch  of St Mary with S t G eo rge  at 10.20 a.m.

2/10th Bn Rem em brance Day Serv ice  at St N icho las Church , C h isw ick , at 3 p.m.

NEW YEAR HONOURS LIST

W e  send our heartiest congratu lations to the fo llow ing who received the aw ards stated in the 
recent New  Year H onours List.

O .B.E.

C o lone l R.M. Cain, M idd lesex and North W es t Secto r C ade t Force.

M.B.E.

W 0 2  D. Cadywould, B Company, 6/7th(V) Bn The Q u een ’s Regiment.

BENEVOLENT C A S ES

During the period 1 January to 31 Decem ber 1983 the sum of £ 5197 .96 , in c lud ing £ 4 0 0  from 
other benevolent sources, has been spent from the A ssoc ia tion 's  charitab le  funds on ass is ting  83 
m embers o f the Regim ent and dependents. Th is  is alm ost the identical amount that w as d isbu rsed  last 

^ ^ year in he lp ing alm ost the same number of cases, and it show s therefore that there is no d im in ish ing of 
^ P th e  need for th is work and that the ca lls  for our ass istance  still remain remarkably consisten t over the



years. T h is  m ight seem  surpris ing  in view  of the fact that w e are no longer an active regiment but few  of 
the recip ien ts th is year are recurrent from last year and quite a high proportion are new case s  requiring 
our aid fo r the first time.

The  fo llow ing  is a sum mary o f the case s  w h ich  have been dealt with th is year:-

Type o f a ss is tan ce 1914-18 1921-67

Hom e repairs/m aintenance 2 1
Heat, light and pow er expenses 9 14
Te lephon e  in sta lla tions/accounts 1 4
TV  and radio 5 3
Food  -  spe c ia l diet co sts 3 3
H osp ita l -  nursing expenses - 2
C onva le scen t holidays 4 4
Furniture -  bedd ing  etc. 1 9
Rent - 6
Prov is ion  of m edical -  safety equipm ent 2 2
M isce llan eous 7 1

Total 34 49

Overall total 83

M ost o f th ese  ca se s  are brought to our notice by welfare organisations such  as SS AFA , Fo rces 
H e lp  Society, W a r Pen s ion s  W e lfa re  Service, Royal B ritish Legion, and som e through individual 
m em bers o f our A ssocia tion , but no matter from what source  a case  is reported every one is very 
carefu lly  gone  into and fo llow ed  up by our Secretary. P lease  contact him at once  if you shou ld  know of 
any D ie-Hard or dependent w ho  needs help.

Twenty m em bers of the Regim ent were sent a Christm as card and a £5  note.

DONATIONS TO THE REGIMENTAL ASSOCIATION CHARITABLE FUND

The  Secretary gratefully acknow ledges the fo llow ing  donations to the Charitab le  Fund:

i. Donations totalling £410 .76  were received in the memory of the late Major H.K. Hardcastle, T.D.

ii. Donations totalling £291 .00  were received in the memory of the late Co lone l C lin ton Nolda, O BE , 
MA.

lii A  donation o f £ 2 0 0  from the Lilley Benevo lent Trust -  £ 1 0 0  for the Assoc ia tion  Charitab le  Fu rd l
and £ 1 0 0  for the 9th Bn The M idd lesex Regim ent Museum  Fund. ^

iv A  donation of £ 2 5  from m em bers o f the 2/7th Bn co llected at their annual dinner.

v Ind iv iduals donations from:

A.N. Anonym ous, M r E.J. Berm ingham , M r A.W.J. Brown (2/7th), M rC .F . Farley, M r A.E. Freeburne, 
M r C. H o ld ford  (Son of the late D/Maj C. Holdford), M rs T illy Jones, M r J.C. Leat, Major L.F.E. 
N icho ls , M rs M. Pentony, M rs C. Po llard  (in memory of the late Major John Durtnell), C apt J.R.C. 
R ise ley, Lt-Col E.P. Shanks (in memory of the late Major Henry Page), M r E. W ilson  and M r L.F. 
W oodm an.

FREE NEW SLETTERS

The  Ed ito r w ish es  to thank the fo llow ing members for their generosity in donating extra 
su b scr ip t io n s  so  that free cop ie s  of the D ie-Hards Newsletter can be sent to deserving O ld  Com rades:

M r E.J. Berm ingham , M r C .C . Bradish, M r D. Bradnam, M r A.W.J. B rown (2/7th), M r D. Cavill, Mr 
R.R. Chap lin , Major J.G. Chiverall, Major A.R. Cooper, C o l W .D. E llis, Major R.A. Elson, Mr C.F. 
Farley, M r C . H o ld ford  (Son of the late D/Maj C. Holdford), Lt-Col M.D. Legg, Mr A.L. Page, M rs M. 
Pentony, C ap t J.R.C. R iseley, C o l J.N. Sh ipster and M r L.F. W oodm an.

DONATIONS AND GIFTS BY THE REGIMENTAL ASSOCIATION

The fo llow ing donations/g ifts have been made by the Regim ental Association:

A  donation o f £ 10  made to The  Arm ouries, H.M. Tow er of London, to help save for the nation the 
personal armour o f the patron of W illiam  Shakespeare, Henry W riothesley, Earl of Southampton.

Presentation to Lt-Col P J .  Calvert, RNZA, w ho com m anded 16th Fie ld Regiment, N ew  Zealand 
Army. O ur 1 st Bn provided flank protection during their w ithdrawal south to Kapyong during the 
Korean W ar. Lt-Col Calvert is establish ing a Korean Room. The  items presented were:

Regim ental Plaque, C ap  Badge, Pa ir of T itles and Four Regim ental Buttons.

A  M idd lesex C ap  Badge  to the Korean W ar Museum, Yoido, Seoul, R epu b lic  o f Korea.

CO LO N ELCY  AND DEPUTY CO LO N ELCY  OF THE Q U E EN ’S REGIMENT

W ith  e ffect from 1 January 1984: 

i B rigad ier H.C. M illman, O BE , A D C , su cceeded  Major G enera l R.S.N. Mans, C B E , as C o lo ne l The 
Q ueen 's  Regiment.

¡¡Colonel J.C. Holman, O BE , succeeded  B rigad ier H .C. Millman, O B E , A D C , as Deputy C o lone l The 
Q u een ’s Regiment.

THE Q U EEN ’S  REGIMENT

The 1st #nd 2nd Battalions have com pleted (or nearly so) their first year in U lster as Resident 
battalions, the former in Om agh and the latter in Londonderry. A t the time o f writing, w e regret to 
announce the death of Pte A lan S tock  of the 2nd Bn in an IRA am bush on 1 5 Oct.

The  3rd Bn (Fallingbostel) w ill be embarking on a four-month tour in Be lfast from Feb  84 with a 
new C O  -  Lt C o l David Beveridge M BE. In July, the Co lone l o f the Regim ent paid them a visit w h ilst they 
were training at Sennelager.

On 27 Sep, Genera l Row ley had an Aud ience  with H R H  the P r in ce ss  Juliana, at Soestd ijk  Palace, 
accom pan ied  by C o l G eorge  Langridge, President of The  Royal Su ssex  A ssoc ia tion  (of w h ich  H R H  is 
Patron) and Lt C o l R ichard  Graham, C O  3 Q U E E N S . A ll three were honoured by aw ards of The  O range  
Order. O n  2nd Dec, our other A llied  Co lonel-in-Ch ief, HM  Q ueen  Margrethe, visited Canterbury to 
present to the Regim ent a new  portrait of Herself, com m issioned by the C a rlsbu rg  Foundation and

% painted by a well-known Danish artist. The  C o lone l and Deputy Co lone l, together with a representative 
elem ent of sen io r serv ing o ffice rs  and m em bers of R H Q  and their w ives entertained Her Majesty at a 
luncheon party held at H Q  5 Q U E E N S  (V) to mark the occasion .

Both the G rand Reun ion of the Regim ental A ssoc ia tion s  and the W O s &  Sg ts Annual D inner were 
held at Bass ingbou rn  th is year, and were very well supported, desp ite  the relative d istance  from ’our 
traditional Regim ental area.

G  U W

FIELD OF REM EM BRAN CE

The  annual cerem ony at the Field of Rem em brance took p lace  on Saturday morning 1 2 Novem ber 1983. 
O w ing  to the c lo su re  of the M idd lesex Gu ildha ll for extensive alterations it w as not po ss ib le  to hold the 
usual Rem em brance Serv ice  nor cou ld  we hold the reception at the end of the service. So  with the 
greatest re luctance it was dec id ed  that it wou ld  not be poss ib le  to invite the Chairm an of the G .L.C . and 
Borough  d ign itaries as we w ou ld  be unable to host them correctly.

An abbreviated form of serv ice  took place and regimental m em bers form ed up outs ide  the 
G u ildha ll and proceeded  to the Regim ental P lot led by C S g t B.G. W illiam s, B (M iddlesex) Com pany 6 / 
7th Q ueens  fo llow ed by the Regim ental Standard borne by M r A lan Moody, escorted  by In Pens ioner 
Sgt C . Painter.

The  Serv ice  com m enced with Prayers by the Rev W .E.B. Jones, form er Pad re  to the 1 st Bn. Lt-Col 
T.W . Chattey then read the Exhortation w h ich  w as fo llow ed by the Tw o  M inutes s ilence.

•  Lt-Col T.W . Chattey, Pres iden t of the Regim ental A ssocia tion , after saying “W e  plant these
c ro s se s  today in memory of our fallen com rades of The M idd lesex Regim ent, planted the first cross.



C ro s se s  were then planted by: The  Rev W .E.B. Jones; Brig B.A.M. Pielow , JP, Chairm an 
Regim ental Association; 1 st Bn Maj-Gen S ir John W illoughby, KBE, CB; 2nd Bn C o l A.S.J. de S. 
Clayton, O BE; 3rd & 4th B ns M r A. Bailey; 5th & 6 th Bns M r A. Rose; 1 /7th Bn M r S. Platten; 2/7th 
Bn Lt A.E. A llchorne; 8 th Bn C o l I.R. Burrows, O BE; 9th Bn Mr A  Brown; 2/1 Oth Bn M r A.D. 
Scudam ore, O BE; 13th Bn M r A. Lewin; 18th Bn M r H. Hart, MBE; B(Mx) Coy 6/7th Bn Q ueen 's  
Regt 2/Lt S. O stacch in i; The Deputy M ayor of the London Borough of Ea ling  and the Deputy 
Mayor of the London  Borough  of Harrow.

The  Chap la in  then read the C o lle c ts  of the M idd lesex and Q ueen 's  Regim ent and gave the B less ing .

FIELD OF REM EM BRAN CE

O n Thursday 10 Novem ber 1983 the Secretary planted a M idd lesex Badged Poppy wreath on the 
Far East P r isone r of W a r Plot.

REM EM BRAN CE DAY SERVICE

The  Regim ental Rem em brance Day Serv ice  w as held at Inglis Barracks, M ill Hill, on Sunday 13 
Novem ber 1983, and com m enced  at 10 a.m. The Serv ice  w as attended by the Posta l and Courie r 
Depot, Royal Eng ineers, 1 2 Com pany W .R.A .C . and a contingent from B(M iddlesex) Com pany, 6/7th(V) 
Bn The  Q ueen 's  Regim ent. The  Serv ice  w as held in the Gym nasium  and the congregation numbered 
about 500. T he  secon d  part of the serv ice  took p lace  at the Regim ental W a r Memorial. Both serv ices 
were condu cted  by the Rev G.H. Roblin, A K C , CF, W arden  Royal Army C h ap la in s ’ Department Centre, 
Bagshot, a ss is ted  by D eacon ess  P.H. Masterman. Major S.M. B ishop, W R A C  read The Lesson.

Fo llow ing  the sound ing  o f ‘Last Post' and ‘Reve ille ’ w reaths were laid by:

Posta l & C ou rie r Depot R E  C o l D.L. Streatfie ld
Regim ental A ssoc ia tion  B rig  B.A.M. Pielow , JP
1 2 Com pany W .R .A .C . Major S.M. B ishop
B(M idd lesex) Com pany 6/7th Q ueens  Regt. C ap t S.A. B lausten
M ill H ill B ranch  C ap t W .H . C laydon
9th Bn  B ranch  M r A. B rown
H ouns low  B ranch M r R.G. Roberts, M B E
M idd lesex Hom e G uard  M r A.E. S ills
Korean C lu b  M r W . Raw linson

The  Regim ental Standard Bearer w as M r S. Hurlock. *

At the M arch  Past the salute w as taken by C o l D.L. Streatfield, Com m andant Posta l & Courier^  
Depot RE, B rig  B.A.M. Pielow , JP, Chairm an M idd lesex Regim ental Assoc ia tion  and Major S.M. B ishop, 
Com m and ing 12 Com pany W om en ’s Royal Army Corps.

The  saluting D ia s w as flanked by C h e lsea  Pens ioner Sg t C. Painter. A s  usual former Sg t L.T. 
P lum b com m anded the Regim ental A ssoc ia tion  m arching contingent.

The  C hu rch  C o lle ction  am ounted to £149 .67  and a cheque  for th is amount w as forwarded to the 
Royal B ritish Leg ion Earl H a ig ’s Poppy Appeal.

T he  fo llow ing  sen io r o ffice rs  were present -  Lt-Co l T.W . Chattey, Brig B.A.M. P ie low  and C o l and 
M rs A.S.J. de  S. Clayton.

At the end o f all th is hectic activity w e  all moved on to the T.A. Centre, Edgward, to look after the 
inner man.

TH E MIDDLESEX OFFICERS CLUB

The  56th Annua l D inner o f the 7th M idd lesex O ffic e rs  C lu b  was held at the T.A. Centre, Priory 
Road, H ornsey  N 8 , on Thursday 10 Novem ber 1983.

Lt-Co l J.D. G unne ll p resided and the guests were: Maj-Gen B.P. Hughes, M r G. Brawn, Capt I. 
P icken, Dr. P.L.W . Ribet, F/O  J.A. Rook, and Major R.W.J. Smith.

The  fo llow ing  m em bers attended: Major M.J. Beaum ont, Capt S.A. B lausten, The R ight Rev. M gr R. 
Brown, 2Lt K. Carter, Major H.E. C ouch , C ap t M.J.S. Doran, C ap t S. le M. Enthoven, Lt-Col P.J. Hall, Capt

D. Harwood, Major S.L.J. Henshaw , Lt D. Herriott, C apt J.K. Laurence, Major R J . Leighton, Major R.E. 
Lowans, Capt D.O. M ansfie ld  Thom as, Capt T.J. Medca lf, Major E.J. Naish, Lt P.J. Ottino, Major B.A. St. 
G. Reed, Lt-Col G .C.D . Scott-Lowe, Lt-Col D.E. S im pson, H is H onour Judge  John S lack, C ap t J. S pencer 
R ichards, Major R.F. Sykes, C o l D.R.W. Thom as, Major F. W ebb.

The 1984 Dinner, the 57th will take p lace  on Thursday 8 th November.

KOREAN CLUB

# The 3rd annual reunion of the Korean C lu b  was held at the V ik ing C lub, Inglis Barracks, M ill Hill, 
>n Saturday 17 Septem ber 1983.

Am ong the guests were Maj-Gen Peter Ba ldw in  who during the Korean W a r w as the 27th B rigade  
S igna ls O fficer, B rig  and M rs Ann Pielow , Major and M rs G race  W ald ron, Chairm an and Secretary o f the 
Regim ental Associa tion , Major D ick Smith, Chairm an of the M ill H ill B ranch O C A , M rs Margaret 
Pentony, mother of CpI Joe Pentony who gave his life during the Korean W a r and last but not least two 
lovely C p Is o f the W R A C  Ph ila te lic Bureau who stamp our Com m em orative Covers.

22 0  m em bers attended and a most enjoyable band together with a very tasty supper was 
provided.

During the evening the second  edition of “The  D ie-Hards in Korea” w as on sale at £5.00 . Major 
Barry Reed arranged for th is book to be reproduced by his firm the Austin Reed G roup  and I am sure that 
all c lub  m em bers are most grateful for th is generous gesture. A ll profits go ing to c lub  funds.

Congratu lations are due to Syd W ebb, Secretary o f the Korean C lub, on the award of the South 
Korean Am bassador’s “Peace  Medal". T h is  w as presented to him during the evening by Co lone l 
Andrew  Man, P resident of the Korean C lu b  and, of course, Com m and ing O ffic e r during the cam paign.

*

m Presentation by C o lone l A.M. Man, D SO , O BE , 
o f the “Peace  Medal" to Mr. Syd W ebb.



2/1OTH BN THE MIDDLESEX REGIMENT 1914-18 REM EM BRAN CE SERVICE

The  O ld  C om rades A ssoc ia tion  of the 2/1 Oth Bn held their custom ary Rem em brance Day Serv ice  
at St N ich o la s ' C hurch , Ch isw ick , on the afternoon of Sunday 13th November. The Serv ice  w as very 
well attended by O ld  Com rades, relatives and ‘Friends o f the 2/1 Oth’ and w as conducted  by the Revd 
Patrick Tuft, M.A., V ica r o f C h isw ick  and Honorary Chap la in  to the 2/1 Oth O C A . Lt-Col Chattey read the 
Lesson.

Am ong those attending were -  Lt-Col and M rs T.W . Chattey, Brig and M rs B.A.M. Pielow , C o l and 
M rs A.S.J. de S. C layton and Major and M rs A.E.F. W aldron. Poppy wreaths were laid on the Mem oria ls 
to the 1/1  Oth, 2/1 Oth and 3/1 Oth Battalions and after the Serv ice  tea was served in the C hu rch  H a lil

A D S

2/7TH BATTALION REUNION

Friday, 7th O ctober, 1 983  saw  us assem bled once  more at the Victory C lu b  for our 37th Annual 
Reun ion wh ich  turned out to be a highly su cce ss fu l evening. O ur total attendance of 67 w as our best for 
a num ber of years and our co llection  reached an all-time high of £ 343 , w h ich  included no le ss than 
£ 2 2 8  sub scr ib ed  by those old com rades w ho tendered their apo log ies at being unable to attend.

B rigad ier Flavell took the C ha ir and w e were de lighted once  again to w e lcom e Lt C o l Chattey and 
Major A.E.F. W a ld ron  as our guests. The  latter w as also de lighted at the number o f regimental ties he 
was able  to sell!

S id  Bester, Tony Gray (who cam e down from Bowness-on-W inderm ere), Jim (J.W.) Sm ith and Ron 
Stevens all attended for the very first time and were received enthusiastica lly by their old friends. Two 
others w ho had not been for som e years were Tom my B ice  from Bournem outh and B ill Jones from 
Anglesey, and w e were delighted to see  them once  more.

O u r congratu lations went to Major G ilbert Jenkins and Captain M ichae l B rock  on their most 
recent d is tin ctions which, I understand, are recorded e lsew here  in th is Newsletter.

If there is anyone reading th is who served with the 2/7th during 1939-1945, but who has hitherto 
fa iled to attend any of our reunions, do p lease com e along next year on 5th O ctober, 1984 to the Victory 
C lub. I can assu re  you, you w ill not be d isappointed.

RH T

REUNION ^

M r Roy B ish op  who served as a Sgt with our 8 th Bn (resucitated 1st Bn) 1944-46, and with D 
Com pany, will be c ircu la ting  mem bers in 1984, suggesting  a reunion (com bined with the Regim ental 
Annua l Reun ion) to be held at the Victory C lub, Seym our St, London W 2, on Saturday 1 2th May 1 984, 
com m encing at 6.30 p.m. He w ill a lso  be suggesting as an alternative a luncheon at the Victory C lu b  for 
those not w ish ing  to attend the reunion in the evening. M em bers may a lso like to cons ider attending the 
Regim ental A lbuhera  Serv ice  in S t Pau l’s Cathedra l in the afternoon at 2.30 p.m.

Make a note o f the date and I am sure Roy will be p leased to hear from you with any ideas you may 
have. H is  add re ss  is -  45 Sherm anbury Road, W orth ing, W . Sussex B N 14  7HR.

KOREA REVISITED

O n 28 Septem ber 1983 a party cons isting  o f B ob  and Nancy Paternoster, Ron and C onn ie  Vann, 
Rob in  W ilson , B ob  G ilbertson, N ick  Hutley and Tony Lofts, went on a revisit to Korea o rgan ised by the
B.K.V.A.

The  visit w as a great s u c c e ss  and the majority hope to return again in 1985. P la ce s  of interest 
visited include, Yoju, Kapyong, Taegu, Pusan, Uijonbu, Seou l and many others too num erous to mention. 
The  most m em orable and moving day of our stay w as the trip to the United Nations Cem etery at Pusan, 
situated on a beautifu l and peacefu l s lope  just outs ide the city. Here we were able  to lay popp ies on the 
graves of 31 of our fe llow  D ie-Hards w ho gave their lives for the cou rse  of freedom.

»

W REGIMENTAL M USEUM

T rustees : Lt-Col T.W . Chattey, O BE , Chairm an
Maj-Gen S ir John W illoughby, KBE, C B .
Maj-Gen B.P. Hughes, C B , C BE .
Lt-Col J.D. Gunnell, TD.
Doug las Clark, Esq., Haringey Borough.
Major W .G .A . Crumley.
Major C.L. Lawrence, M C.
Major A.E.F. W ald ron, M BE, Secretary.

Curator : Major R.W.J. Smith, M BE.

S low  but steady p rogress has been made in the re-arrangement of the Regim ental Museum . Over 
the last six months our Curator, Major D ick Sm ith and his assistant, M r David W hybrow , have been 
working alm ost unaided in moving and preparing the exhibits in their new  show cases, and the resu lt is 
that the main room, w h ich  dep icts  the history of the Regiment, and the new  medal room are now  very 
nearly com pleted.

The T rustees met at B ru ce  C astle  on the 13 Decem ber to view  these  two d isp lays and have given 
their unanim ous approval and support to the overall concept and display. The  M useum  has a lso  been 
visited by the Secretary of the Army M useum s O g ilby  Trust. A  third room of m isce llaneous regimental 
memorabilia is now  to be added, and it is expected with som e con fid en ce  to open the w ho le  for future 
view ing early in the N ew  Year. A  re-opening date w ill be announced and it is hoped that as many as 
poss ib le  O ld  C om rades w ill then make a spec ia l effort to v isit their Regim ental Museum .

Th is  w as a most sentimental occasion , and it was indeed a great priv ilege to be there and 
pay our respects.

The photograph was taken by Reg Vann

Tony Lofts and Reg Vann



ACQUISITIONS

British W a r M eda l 1914-18, V ictory M eda l 1914-19 and B ronze  Mem oria l p laque of G 24897  
Private G .H . Harrison killed on 16 August 1917, w h ilst serv ing with 16th(Pub lic S choo ls) Bn. A lso  
photograph of h is grave.

Presented by his daughter M iss  E.l. Harrison.

Sw ord of late Lieutenant Donald M cD ona ld , 11 th(Service) Bn 1914-15. 

Presented by his w idow  M rs Am y G. M cDonald .

Narrative -  Hom e via La Panne and Dunkirk with the 1 /7th Bn The  M idd lesex Regim ent (DCO), 
The D ie-Hards, May -  June 1940, by No. 7602501 Private F.R. Farley, Light A id  Detachm ent R A O C , 
Attached.

Presented by Mr. F.R. Farley, 19 O akle igh C lo se , Backwell, Bristo l B S 19  3JX

British W a r M eda l 1914-18, V ictory Medal 1914-19 and Defence  Medal of the late Doctor (2Lt) 
N.E.D. Cartledge, M idd lesex  Regim ent 1914-19.

Presen ted  by Dereham  Branch, Royal B ritish Legion, Norfolk.

R e lic s  o f C ap t John N ich o lson  w ho was killed at the Battle of Inkerman “The  So ld ie rs ' Battle”, 5 
Novem ber 1854.

(i) Pa ir of G renad ie r Com pany shou lder w ing epaulettes.

(ii) Daguerreotype portrait o f Capta in  N icho lson  in the uniform o f G renad ier Com pany, 77th 
Regiment.

(iii) W ate r co lou r sketch of the orig inal graves of Captain N icho lson  and Lieutenant Arthur Maine wth
the outline o f the Fortress o f Sebastopo l in the background.

(iv) Pa ir of epaulettes for undress uniform.

(v) Pa ir of spurs.

(vi) B rie f fam ily record. A

Pu rch ased  by the Army M useum s O g ilby 'T rust on behalf o f the M idd lesex Regim ental Museum, 
the co st being shared equally.

Stand of C o lo u rs  o f the 2nd/2nd C ade t Battalion The  M idd lesex Regim ent(DCO), cons isting  of 
the Q u een ’s and Regim ental Co lour.

Presen ted by The  Rev R ichard Hayes, V ica r of S t Pe ter’s Church, Ealing.

MIDDLESEX REGIMENT GOLFING SOCIETY  

AUTUMN MEETING AT TH E NORTH HANTS GOLF CLUB, FLEET -  4th O CTO BER  1983.

The  13 regular playing m em bers w ho cam e to support the Autum n G o lf Meeting th is year were 
rewarded with a sp lend id  day’s go lf in most excellent conditions. There was little w ind and although the 
sun cam e out only intermittently, it w as dry and warm all day -  in fact warm enough to play in 
sh irtsleeves, w h ich  is unusual for our Autum n fixture -  and the cou rse  w as playing really well.

The  stab le fo rd  s ing les  com petition for the Horton C u p  took place  in the morning and the handicap 
prize w as won by a guest player, Mr. Barn fie ld playing o ff 20 handicap, with the excellent sco re  of 40 
points. The  C u p  itself, w h ich  can only by won by a regimental member, was w on by A lan B isse t who with 
a hand icap  of 26 returned a sco re  o f 31 points. He a lso  took the hand icap runner’s-up prize, but only just 
as there w ere three m em bers just behind each on 29 points. <

The Jay C u p  w as played for after lunch. T h is  is a stableford hand icap foursom es com petition and 
was won by the com bination of Co lone l Tom  Chattey and Alan B isse t w ho returned a sco re  o f 34 points. 
Tom Jones and A le c  Torrie  were the runner’s-up with 32 points.

So  this was really Alan B isse t’s day because  he w as the w inner of both the Cups, and everyone 
was extremely p leased as he has regularly supported our meetings over many years. B rigad ier God frey 
Lerw ill qualified for the Divot prize th is time.

Everyone w as particularly delighted to see C o lone l John W orton back on the cou rse  and playing 
again, and looking very fit and well. In the afternoon he played 12 ho les s ing les with C o lo ne l Ian 
B u rro w s  and they had a most enjoyable game.

The  prize giving took p lace  after tea, when Co lone l Tom  Chattey thanked everyone for taking part. 
He particularly w e lcom ed M rs Nora Ho ld ford and made spec ia l mention of M rs M erle M ile s  who, 
although not able to com e to th is meeting, has happily made a full and excellent recovery from the most 
unfortunate fac ia l a cc iden t wh ich  she suffered at the Spring Meeting. C o lo ne l Tom  a lso mentioned 
som e of the absentees, notably Co lone l Norman C layden who is recovering from a hip operation and 
Captain B ob  Tarrant, one of our keenest supporters, who is now seriously  ill in hospital. A  spec ia l 
m essage is being sent to Bob with everyone's best w ishes for a speedy recovery. The prizes were 
presented by C o lone l John W orton, who asked for a specia l vote of thanks for Major Frank W ald ron, our 
Secretary, w hose  excellent adm inistrative arrangem ents and untiring efforts do  so much to make th is 
such a thorough ly su cce ss fu l and enjoyable occasion.

After the prize giving there w as a d iscu ss io n  in fo llow -up to the Cha irm an 's letter conce rn ing  our 
future go lf meetings. M ost of those present fe lt that we are now unable to get su ffic ien t support for two 
meetings a year and B rigad ier Lerw ill proposed that one meeting only shou ld  be held in 1984, after 
wh ich  the matter should again be reviewed. T h is  w as agreed and later the Secretary announced  that 
next year’s Meeting had been arranged for Tuesday, 18th Septem ber. It w as a lso  suggested  and agreed 
that in future the Horton C u p  shou ld  be played as a s ing les hand icap bogey com petition, wh ich  then can 
take place concurrently with the medal com petitions for the Transvaal C u p  and the Darjeeling Cup.

A ll m em bers p lease make a spec ia l note now of the date for our one and only Meeting next year. It 
is important that we get a really good attendance from all our regimental go lfing  members.

CH UR CH  PARADE AT THE ROYAL HOSPITAL CH ELSEA

A  party from the Regim ental A ssoc ia tion  attended Chu rch  Parade  with the In Pens ion e rs  o f the 
^ ^ oy a l Hosp ita l on Sunday 9th O ctobe r 1983.

O n  parade were Lt-Col T.W . Chattey, P resident of our A ssocia tion , Major and M rs  A.E.F. W ald ron, 
Majors R.W.J. Sm ith and R.G.C. Thornton, C ap t and M rs C .G . W ebber, C ap t W .B . Ham m ond, Lt E.C. 
Graham  and friend, Lt and M rs A.E. A llchorne, Lt J.P.A. Day, M r and M rs Rose, M r and M rs Pile, M r and 
Mrs Platten, M r and M rs Raw lin son  and M essrs  Ambler, Lloyd, Barnet, Hurlock, W in dow s , Egg le ton and 
A rch ie  Brown(9th)

Major R.W.J. Sm ith com m anded the parade of O ld  C om rades w h ich  w as in spected  by the 
Lieutenant Governor of the Royal Hospita l, Maj-Gen P.A. Downward, C B , D SO , D FC . The  Royal 
Hospita l Padre, The Rev A.D. Bartlett, MA, conducted  the Serv ice  ass is ted  by The  Rev T.B. Hiney, M C , 
w hose  father served as a D ie-Hard in W o rld  W ar 1. Stan H urlock  w as our Standard Bearer.

After the Serv ice  w e moved to the Lad ies Room  in the In Pens ion ers  C lu b  where a buffet had been 
organised. H ere  w e met In Pens ion ers Charlie  Painter, G eo rge  Fulton and Fred Cater.

O n ce  again a most enjoyable function.

ROYAL HOSPITAL CH ELSEA

O n Tuesday 20 D ecem ber 1983, Lt-Co l T.W . Chattey and Major A.E.F. W a ld ron  visited our In 
J fc P e n s io n e rs  in the Royal Hosp ita l Pens ioners C lu b  for a Christm as drink and to g ive them each a 
^ ^ Christm as present. A  most enjoyable lunch time session.



TH E ROYAL STAR & GARTER HOME, RICHMOND

Mr Jam es G eo rg e  Hillier, a resident at the Royal Star and Garter Home, R ichm ond, ce lebrated his 
100th birthday on Friday 2 D ecem ber 1983. Jam es H illier served in the M idd lesex and 
Northam ptonsh ire  Reg im ents and was w ounded on the Somme. He is the hom e’s first centenarian.

A  ce lebration party w as arranged by the Royal Star and Garter authorities and during Friday 
m orning a stream o f visitors w ished  M r H illier a happy birthday. H R H  P r in cess  Alexandra, P resident of 
the Hom e paid a su rp rise  visit to meet M r Hillier. There were a lso  greetings from Prin ce  C harle s and 
from Norm an Fow ler, the So c ia l Serv ices Secretary and many others.

A s  Secretary o f the Regim ental A ssoc ia tion  I was very pleased to be invited to be present. 1

PERSONAL JOTTINGS

Form er Sg t C ha r le s  Henry Barnes (22246963) who enlisted in 1948 and served until 1 969  has 
jo ined the Regim enta l A ssocia tion . From 1948 to 1964 he served in A, B and S C om pan ies o f the 1 st 
Bn. From 1964 to 1967 he w as with 5Mx/10 Q ueens and becam e Recru iting Sgt at W em bley from 
1 967-69. O n  leaving the army he jo ined the United K ingdom  Atom ic Energy Authority Constabularly.
H e  is now  a C h ie f Inspector and lives in Chester. O ur congratu lations to him on his success .

A  recent co rresponden t w as form er A C C  Cook, Private John Barton (7893384)w how as attached 
to B  Com pany  1st Bn(2/8th) from July 1944 to July 1945.

C o lo n e l and M rs Ian Batty have recently left on a three month trip to Austra lia  where they hope to 
make contact w ith a few  D ie-Hards.

Capta in  Ken Bea le  te lls me that he w ill be retiring from the army in April, after 35 years service, but 
a ssu re s  me that he w ill keep in c lo se  touch. W h ils t on a recent visit to Cyprus he met Capt John Doran, a 
form er D ie-H ard now  serv ing with the Royal P ioneer C o rp s  at Ep iskopi.

M r C .C . B rad ish, 1 st Bn(2/8th) tells me that he was recently knocked over by a motor cyc le  and 
su ffered  a broken arm. Thankfu lly he is now  fully recovered. During the war w h ilst working in the 
cookhouse  h is com pany named him ‘Soapy ’ ow ing to the tea having a pecu liar taste.

C ap t M ichae l B rock, C B E , MA, F.R.Hist.S,(2/7th), made a Fe llow  of the Royal Society of Literature 
fo llow ing  the pub lication  last Novem ber in London of “H.H. Asquith: letters to Venetice  Stanley". A lso  
pu b lished  in N ew  Yo rk  in March.

M ajor Arthur Cooper, now  84, who served with the 2nd Bn 191 7-19, desp ite  the lo ss of a leg two 
years ago  te lls  me that he fee ls  on top of the world. H e  lives at Ammanford, Dyfed.

Another o ld D ie-Hard to surface is form er Sgt H.H. Du Jardin (6196195). Known as ‘D u leep ’ h H  
served in the reg im ent from 1924-36. A t the outbreak of war he was in a reserved occupation. In 1 940 
th is o ccupa tion  ceased  and he was recalled and served with the D ie-Hards until 1941 when he 
transferred to the R A S C  and served until 1949 when he w as d ischarged  on com pletion of engagement.
Sg t Du Jard in w ill be rem em bered for all his work in the Bn S ch oo l ass isting  m em bers of the regiment to 
obtain their 3rd, 2nd and 1 st C la s s  education certificates. He sends his regards to all his o ld friends and 
w ou ld  be very p leased  to hear from any w ho care to write.

Major Ph ilip  Elliott w ho  jo ined the 8 th Bn as far back as 1924 and w ho served with H Q  Com pany 
o f the 2 /8 th at the outbreak of the war is a recent correspondent.

G u s  Farley, 1 /7th Bn, head groundsm an at Lords C ricke t G round retired last Novem ber. He tells 
me that he is looking forward to retirement and prom ises to attend the 1 /7th Bn D inner in April.

C apt(Q M ) M ick  Flynn serv ing with the 2nd Bn Royal Regim ent of Fus ilie rs  at G oo se  Green, 
Fa lk land Islands, w rites to say that he will be returning to the U.K. from the South Atlantic in March and 
that he looks forward to meeting a lot of old friends. In May 1983 he w as stationed in Berlin  and 
arranged a D ie-Hard reunion on A lbuhera Day.

Lt-Co l G .L. Fox, 9th Bn, has been adm itted to hospital for a check-up. W e  w ish him a speedy and 
com p lete  recovery.

Ex Private R ichard Dixon G ird le r (22138776), has jo ined the Regim ental A ssocia tion . H e  was a 
N ational Serv icem an 1949-51 with the 1 st Bn.

In early Novem ber I w rote to Dougie  Goddard, a form er 1 st Bn stalwart of Hong Kong and told him £

that a form er 90 year old D ie-Hard who served with our 13th Bn lived near him in Armagh. The name of 
the D ie-Hard was G eo rge  Freeburne w ho told me that he had never met another member of the regiment 
s ince 191 8 . Dougie  G oddard  paid him a surprise  visit w h ich  they both enjoyed. I was a lso  able to put 
G eorge  in touch with G eo rge  Pegrum  w ho for so  many years was the Secretary of the 13th Bn O C A .

Rhoda Hale, w ife of Pe rcy  tells me that over the Christm as period she heard from the fo llow ing 
w idows, M rs Ramsey, M rs Kifford, M rs K ruck and M rs Northcott, w hose  husbands were all well known 
and respected D ie-Hards. Pe rcy  is now housebound but rem ains cheerfu l and interested in all 
regimental activities.

Major G eo rge  Hartley w ho served with the 8 th Bn w rites to say that he is very d isappo in ted that so 
^ li t t le  news of m em bers of the 8 th Bn is reported in the newsletters. Major C live  Sum m ers a lso  

mentioned th is very same point recently. I have som e good new s D Compan'y of the 2/8th are hoping to 
get a party to join in the annual reunion in May. G eorge  Hartley a lso  te lls me that he was in H ong Kong 
last year and visited the military cemetery at Stanley and that he was most im pressed by the care  and 
attention given to the cemetery.

A  recent co rrespondent was Lt-Col A.S. Hew son, 9th Bn, who is now  living at W a llin g fo rd  near 
Oxford.

Ex Private John Selw ay Horton (6206255) has joined the Regim ental A ssocia tion . H e  enlisted 
into the 8th Bn T.A. on 24 April 1939. John suffered severe gunshot w ounds to the chest and e lbow  
whilst serv ing with the 1 /8th Bn at Dunkirk and was invalided out o f the army on 3 Septem ber 1941.

Les H osslen, 1 /7th Bn, has retired and moved to Frome, Som erset. W e  w ish Les  and Val a long 
and happy retirement. They will now be able  to keep Rocky Kn igh t in check.

Lt-Col Peter Hubert takes over com m and of 6/7th(V) Bn The  Q ueen 's  Regim ent next month. O u r 
sincere congratu lations to him on his appointm ent and we hope to see  him in May during the A lbuhera 
weekend.

Major T igg it H ughes represented the 1 /7th Bn at the funeral on 30 August 1 983  of Maj-Gen D. 
W im berley, C B , D SO , M C , DL, who com m anded the 51st H igh land D iv ision at El A lam ein in 1942.

O u r congratu lations to Major G ilbert Jenkins, MC,(2/7th) on the award of the O .B.E. for se rv ices to 
the Sea S cou t A ssoc ia tion  granted in the Birthday H onours List.

Edd ie  Johnson, 1 /7th Bn, recently fe ll o ff a roof that he w as repairing and suffered cons iderab le  
damage. He has had quite a spe ll in hospita l but is making good progress.

C ap t Paddy Kenrick and form er R.S.M. who on leaving the serv ice  becam e Ass is tan t Secretary at 
^ S t  Andrew s G o lf C lub , Fife, has recently retired and moved back home to County Tipparary. H e  te lls me 
^fchat he is determ ined to make a ‘p ilgrim age ’ in 1984 to see  us all. I have alerted his D ie-Hard friends.

A  new  member o f the Regim ental A ssoc ia tion  is ex Private W alter Ernest Landers w ho served with 
the 6 th Bn from 191 7-1 9. He is now  87 years o f age and con fined to his house in Rochester, Kent. He 
tells me that he looks forward to the newsletter so that he knows what is go ing on!

I w as very p leased indeed to hear from former Sgt Je ff Leaf w ho sadly lost h is w ife  recently. Jeff 
Leat will be well rem em bered by mem bers of the 1 st Bn as Drum Major and O ffic e rs  M e ss  Sgt and a lso 
for his sporting prowess. He is mine host at ‘The O ld  Inn' near Salisbury, W ilts, so  if you are in the area 
give him a call.

Lt-Co l M ike Legg who is D e fence  Attache, Vienna, w as a recent correspondent. H e  sounds very 
happy and content.

Form er W O N  B ob  Lomax (6197213) has joined the Regim ental A ssocia tion . B ob  served from 
April 1926 until August 1 950. H is  serv ice  details are -  1 st Bn 1926-27, 2nd Bn 1 927-36, Depot 1936- 
37, 1st Bn H ong Kong 1937-1841, P O W  Japan 1941-45, 1945-49 Chester, Depot, N.W . Europe, 
Che lsea  and Depot, 7th Bn 1949-50. B ob  survived the L isbon  Maru and w as a P O W  in Kobe. H e  w as  a 
great friend of Percy Ha le  and the late Charlie  Ho ld ford. On leaving the se rv ice  B ob  becam e a local 
government officer. He lives at Preston, Paignton, Devon. W e  hope to see som ething of him in the 
future.

Major Norm an M cL  Martin te lls me that he has recently remarried and moved to Upton-by-Chester.

Major Tony M cM anus recently retired and I am awaiting further news.

^  Ex Private Ja ck  M eadow s (6196067) sends his regards to all h is fr iends of the 9th Bn, espec ia lly



to C o lo ne l G raham  Fox.

Form er D ie-Hard Sgt Jack  Med land w ho transferred to the R.A.P.C. and reached the rank of W O .1 
has recently retired after 37 years service. H e  is now  em ployed in the O ffice rs  M e ss  R A P C , W orthy 
Down. 3

Form er Sgt G ordon  Thom as Moore  (14402034) has jo ined the regimental associa tion. H e  served 
from 1 2 August 1942 until 21 June 1947. He served at Tra in ing Com pany C heste r 1942, 70th Bn 
H ouns low  D ecem ber 1942 until July 1943, 8th Bn D and H Q  Com pany 1943-44 and on arrival at 
B la con  Cam p C heste r in 1945 transferred to the R A E C . H e  is now  a Schoo lm aster. For further details 
see the article on B ooks  e lsew here in the newsletter. |

Major Adrian Peal tells me that he is in touch with Lt-Col B lanco  W h iting  who settled in San
Franc isco . Lt-Co l W h iting  is hoping to visit the U K  in 1984.

O u r Chairm an, B rigad ier B.A.M. P ie low , w as appointed a Justice  of Peace, on 14 O ctobe r 1 983.

Form er O ffic e rs  M e ss  CpI, 1 /7th Bn, Frank A. Rowe, has recently retired and moved to Bisley, 
Surrey. H e  recently had a letter from Barry K ing who w as the O ffic e rs  M e ss  C ook  but now  resides in 
Australia. Barry sends  h is regards to all his old fr iends in 1 /7th, especia lly  Rocky Knight, B lanco  White, 
M icky Mann, Chalkie, Keith Rum p, Ted A llen  and many others.

Form er C S M  and M rs Heffi Steward recently visited Larnaca, Cyprus. They reported that the old 
part of the town is a lm ost unchanged. The  post card of Larnaca sea front brought back very happy 
memories.

Co lone l Max Sum m ers w rites to say how sorry he w as that he cou ld  not make the Field of 
Rem em brance in Novem ber. H e  hopes to attend next year. H e  has recently moved from M aidenhead to 
Gerra rds C ross.

C ap t B ob  Tarrant is now  on the road to recovery after his recent illness.

A  new ly jo ined member of the Regim ental A ssoc ia tion  is Capt G J .  Thom pson-Gordon  who served
from 1942-46. H e  w as with the 2nd Bn from January 1944 to July 1944.

I w as recently sent a new spaper cutting show ing Major B ill W ard, MM , ce lebrating his 90th 
birthday. In 1931 B ill W ard  was transferred from the G renad ier G uards to the D ie-Hards, posted to the 
2nd Bn  and promoted W OI(RSM ). H e  w as an outstanding R S M  and for the next seven years remained 
with the 2nd Bn. In Ap ril 1938 he w as promoted Lieutenant (Quartermaster) and posted to the 8th Bn 
T.A. At the outbreak of war in 1939 he becam e Q.M. of the 1 /8 th, eventually retiring in 1949 having seen 
serv ice  in two W o rld  W ars. On retirement he went into the hotel business, finally retiring to W allasey. 
He still in du lges in his favourite pastim e of making wine.

C ap t G .C .D . W hee le r who served with the 1 st Bn in H ong Kong and Korea 1 951 -52, has jo inecP 
the Regim enta l A ssocia tion . He w as with Support Com pany -  Mortars. H e  w as O ffic e r i/c Boxing on 
the ‘Em pire  Fowey' when the Bn left H ong Kong for UK. In 1957 he jo ined the 7th Bn T.A., fo llow ed by 
se rv ice  w ith the 8th but left when that Bn d isbanded.

Ex Private Norm an S idney Ya tes (22180434) has jo ined the Regim ental A ssocia tion . He w as a 
National Serv icem an w ho served with the 1 st Bn in Korea 1951. W ith  S Com pany -  A ssau lt Pioneers.

OBITUARY

It is with deep  regret that we have to announce the fo llow ing have died:

C H IN N E R Y  -  O n  28 Novem ber 1983, Ex CpI A lbert Chinnery, aged 93 years.
Served with the 4th Bn  at Mons.

C U B IT T  -  O n  6 M arch  1983, Lt-Col Denzil Y on g e  Cub itt (20050), aged 82 years.
H e  w as com m issioned  on 24 D ecem ber 1920 into the M idd lesex Regiment, serv ing with the 1 st 
Bn in Germany, Shanghai, H ong Kong, Palestine, Egypt and the UK. H e  transferred to the Royal 
Army Pay C o rp s  with the rank of Capta in  in Novem ber 1935. H e  retired from the R A P C  on 30 
Novem ber 1957 at Lt-Co l (Staff Paym aster 1st C lass). On retirement he made his home in 
Canad a  where he died.

D ILLY  -  During the early months o f 1983, exact date not known, Ex Private W illiam  John Dilley (G/ 
6968), aged 87 years.
Served from 1914 until 1919 with the 5th(Specia l Reserve) Bn and the 2nd Battalion.

D U R TN A LL  -  O n  12 Novem ber 1983, Major R ichard John Durtnell, aged 50 years.
John w as com m issioned into the Royal W es t Kent Regim ent on 12 February 1954 and retired 
Q ueens  on 1 April 1969. H e  served with our 1 st Bn from 1960 to 1964 and w as with C  Company.

E V AN S  -  On 13 August 1983, Ex Private Edward W illiam  (Lofty) Evans (6198493), aged 74 years. 
Lofty Evans enlisted into the regiment in 1928 and served with the 1 st Bn at home and overseas. 
He  w as the Bn Heavyweight Boxing Cham p ion for 5 years and a lso Egyptian Com m and 
Cham pion. I do not think he ever lost a fight. An excellent all round athlete excelling at all fie ld 
sports, e specia lly  the Hammer, Shot and D iscus. He returned to U K  in 1 935  and w as transferred

 ̂ to the Army Reserve. At the outbreak of war in 1939 he was reca lled for service, and not being a
"  trained m achine gunner, was posted to the Royal W es t Kent Regim ent with whom he served

until 1 945.
The name of Lofty Evans is rem embered with pride by all pre-war m em bers o f the 1st Bn.

G E R A G H T Y  -  On 16 Decem ber 1983, Ex Private G eorge  C hris topher Geraghty (6205015), aged 63 
years.
Served 1 939 to 1 942 with the 2nd Bn and was with them at Dunkirk, w here he w as wounded. At 
that time he was known as M ichae l Jones.

H A M M O N D  -  On 15 July 1983, Ex C /S g t Franc is C harle s  W illiam  Hamm ond (6198040), aged 75 
years.
Frank Ham m ond served from 30 Septem ber 1927, at home, Palestine, Egypt, S ingapore  and 
H ong Kong. He w as posted to the Hom e Estab lishm ent in August 1939 and jo ined the 1 /7th Bn 
w ith whom he served in the M idd le  East, N. A frica  and S icily, when he was wounded and taken 
P O W . Escap ing, he rejoined his unit but was posted home for m edical treatment. On 27 August 
1 944  he was posted to the 2nd Bn East Surrey Regim ent serving with that unit in Pa lestine  until 
being d ischarged  to pension on 15th January 1949. A  n ice clean and p leasant man, he was 
popu lar with his fe llow  men, trusted by his sen iors and adm ired by his subord inates. An able 
instructor with an understanding manner that produced excellent results.

H A R D C A S T L E  -  O n  10 Novem ber 1983, Major Horace  Kenyon Hardcastle, TD, aged 81 years.
Major Ken Hardcastle  com m enced his serv ice  with the regiment and the 9th Bn in 1921. An 
apprecia tion of his long serv ice  by a brother o fficer appears at the end of the obituaries.

H IG G IN S O N  -  On 3 O ctobe r 1983, Ex Lt Brian H igg inson  (449142), aged 46 years.
Brian H igg inson, a very popu lar young officer, com pleted his National Serv ice  with the 1st Bn, 
serv ing in Cyprus during 1956 and 57. He was with A  Company.

H O W E L L  -  On 15 O ctobe r 1983, Lt-Col Harry A lfred Adrian Howell, M B E , aged 85 years.
Lt-Col How ell w as com m issioned into the regiment on 24 April 1918, p roceed ing to France

|  immediately, where he w as wounded. W ith  the 2nd Bn he w en tto  Egype in 1919 and o n to  Malaya 
in 1922. H e  moved to India in 1924 but returned to Malaya the same year as Ass is tan t Staff 
O fficer, Loca l Forces, Malaya. In 1928 for his se rv ices in Malaya he w as awarded the M B E  
(Military). In 1931 he transferred to the Royal Army Pay Corps . H e  retired from the Army on 13 July 
1949. Lt-Col How ell w as a very pub lic  spirited man and w as a member of the C heste r City 
C ou n c il for 23 years, serving on num erous committees. He was a lso  Sheriff in 1964-65 and 
M ayor of the C ity of C heste r 1965-66.

H U R L O C K  -  O n  10 Decem ber 1983, Ex Sgt Stanley H u rlock  (6200777), aged 69 years.
Stan H urlock  en listed in early 1933 and on com pletion of his recruit training w as posted to the 
2nd Bn. In 1 935  he w as posted to the 1 st Bn then in Egypt and serv ice  in S ingapore  and Hong 
Kong fo llowed. In April 1940 he was a member of a specia l draft w h ich  left Hong Kong under the 
com m and of Capta in  V ic  C oop e r and eventually arrived in Egypt where they becam e a com posite  
Bom b D isposa l Teamm. The o ffic ia l Bom b D isposa l Team  arrived from UK in late 1941 and th is 
resulted in Stan and the m em bers of the draft being sent to the re-inforcem ent unit at Moascar. 
They were d ispe rsed  to all k inds of units and being regular so ld ie rs  and already having served 
abroad for 6 years the majority were repatriated to the UK. Stan eventually jo ined the 2/7th Bn and 
p roceeded  with th is Bn to North Africa. H e  w as w ounded at Anzio  and invalided to the UK, 
fo llow ed by m edical d ischarge  in June 1945. Stan w as a most loyal and ded icated D ie-Hard who 
for many years regularly carried the Regim ental Standard on our parades. Noth ing w as ever too 
much trouble  for him and he w ou ld  give his time unstintingly to help others. He gave com fort and 
sound adv ice  to many and was a good fam ily man. A s  Secretary o f the Regim ental A ssoc ia tion  to 
me he w as a stalwart and I shall m iss him tremendously. The esteem that he generated was 
show n by the very large attendance at the funeral service.



JA C K S O N  -  O n  10 O ctobe r 1983, Ex Private Reg ina ld  Jackson  (6199849), aged 70 years.
Reg (Jacko) Ja ckson  en listed into the regiment early 1932 and on com pletion o f his recruit 
training and a short spe ll w ith the 2nd Bn w as posted in 1 933  to the 1 st Bn then in Egypt. Service  
in S ingapore  and H ong Kong fo llowed. H e  was taken P O W  at the fall of H ong Kong and w as also 
a survivor o f the sink ing of the L isbon  Maru. H earrived  back in UK in Novem ber 1 945 and took his 
d ischa rge  in early 1 947. He w as for many years Q.M. Storeman in the 1 st Bn, a prestige job with 
m uch responsib ility. Jacko  w as a good all round sportsm an and well known as the Bn so cce r 
goa lkeeper taking over from L /C p l Hartley.

For a time he had the nicknam e of ‘S tork ’ -  he always kicked the ball with h is left foot. He was a ls | ^  
a good hockey player and I w as always thankful that we were in the same team. A  very popular 
o f sterling qua lities w h ich  cam e to the fore when the ch ips were down during the P O W  days. 
A lw ays exceptiona lly  smart and c lean and w illing to help others. On leaving the serv ice  he found 
em ploym ent with the R E M E  W o rksh ops  at M ill Hill, in the Instruments Department. Another good 
D ie-Hard w ho w ill be sadly m issed.

JE N K IN S  -  O n  1 1  A ugust 1983, Ex CpI A lfred Jenkins (408668), aged 65 years.
A lf Jenk ins com m enced h is army serv ice  in 1934 when he enlisted into the 5th Inniskilling 
D ragoon G ua rds  stationed at Co lchester. H is brother Reg w as then a Sgt with our 2nd Bn at 
C o lch e s te r (later to be com m issioned with the East Surrey Regim ent and to retire with the rank of 
Major). Eventually he becam e ‘sadd le  sore ' and de c id ed  that his future w ou ld  be more 
com fortab le  as a Die-Hard. Reg cla im ed him and in early 1935 R eco rds  approved the transfer. In 
1938  he w as p laced  on a draft to the 1 st Bn, then in H ong Kong, and was of cou rse  put in the bag.
He w as moved to Japan in 1942 and w as at Sakurajim a Cam p, Osaka, working atthe C oppe r mine 
and at the Shipyard. H e  returned to the UK in late 1 945 and was transferred to the Reserve. After 
h is d ischarge  he jo ined the Fire Serv ice  and was a fireman at Horley Fire Station for 25 years. In 
1980 A lf revisited H ong Kong to pay tribute to his com rades who had died in the de fence  of Hong 
Kong. He wrote a very n ice article about h is v isit w h ich  w as pub lished in the Decem ber 1980 
edition of the newsletter. Another good D ie-Hard who w ill be sadly m issed.

L O W  -  O n  16 O ctobe r 1983, Ex Private Edm und Low  (6193855), aged 80 years.
G eo rge  Low  served from 1921 to 1926 with the 1st Bn and then transferred to the R ASC .

M O L E  -  O n  11 Novem ber 1983, Ex L/B d r Herbert Ernest M ole  (1626330), aged 72 years.
Served with the 9th Bn and w as a member o f their O ld  C om rades Branch.

M U R R A Y  -  O n  17 O ctobe r 1983, Capta in  Ph ilip  Frederick Murray, aged 87 years.
Capta in  Murray served with the 1 /10th Bn The  M idd lesex Regim ent 1914-1 6 , 2/90th Bn Punjab is 
1916-19 and the 8 th Bn The  M idd lesex Regim ent T.A. 1921 - 1 938.
In later life he moved to Austra lia  but was a regular co rrespondent and about 3 years ago on a tri^fc 
to U K  found time to attend the O ff ic e rs ’ C lu b  Dinner. H e  was very proud of his regiment w h i c ^  
was a great part o f his life.
H is  only son, D octor Patrick Murray, res ides at Toowoom ba, Q ueens land , Australia.

N O LD A  -  O n  20 Novem ber 1983, C o lone l C lin ton Nolda, O BE , BA, aged 6 6  years.
C o lo ne l C lin ton  w as com m issioned  into the reg im enton 27 January 1938 jo ining on 9 Septem ber 
1939. He served with the 1 st Bn in Korea 1951 -52 and com m anded the 1 st Bn in Cyprus and 
Germ any from Ju ly 1957 to Novem ber 1959. An apprecia tion of his serv ice  appears at the end of 
the obituaries.

P O P E  -  O n  24 D ecem ber 1983, M rs Doreen Pope, aged 53 years.
M rs Pope  w as the w idow  of the late Private Pope  (6213579) who died on 1 1 February 1968 and 
w as a P O W  with the 1 st Bn. M rs Pope  o ccu p ied  one of the Regim ental Flats at A lbuhera C lose, 
Enfie ld.

P R ID D Y  -  O n  22 Septem ber 1983, ex C /S g t Law rence  Ivor Priddy (6195275), aged 77 years.
Laurie  Priddy en listed into the regiment on 13 February 1922, and on com pletion of his recruit 
tra ining w as posted to the 1 st Bn with whom he served at home, Germ any and at A ldershot. He 
p roceeded  to Ch ina  with the Shanghai D e fence  Fo rce  in 1927 returning home in 1928. In 
D ecem ber 1931 he proceeded  overseas with the 1st Bn serv ing in Palestine, Egypt, S ingapore 
and finally to H ong Kong until Novem ber 1941. On 5 Novem ber 1 941 he left Hong Kong on a 
spec ia l draft to India and finally ended up at the Bush  W arfare  S ch oo l Burm a (Chindits) where he 
rem ained until 1 Ju ly 1942. T h is  w as fo llow ed  by posting to the 13th K ing ’s L iverpool Regim ent 
until 24 D ecem ber 1942. After a stay with the 142 Com m ando Com pany, 77 Indian Brigade, he^ ^  
w as repatriated to the UK. O n  arrival he w as posted to the 24 M G T C  and then on to 26 M G T C  and

finally an attachment to the K ing 's Sh ropsh ire  Light Infantry on P O W  duties. He was d ischarged  
to pension on 11 Novem ber 1 945. H is m edals were -  1939-45 Star, Burma Star, D e fence  Medal, 
W ar Medal 1 939-45, Long Serv ice  and G ood  C onduct Medal and the M eritorious Serv ice  Medal. 
He becam e a civ il servant. H is w ife d ied in 1 981. H e  w as admitted to the Royal Hosp ita l Che lsea  
on 1 M arch 1982 and regularly attended all regimental functions. He becam e a very popular 
member of the Royal Hospita l. A lways smart in appearance, polite and gentlemanly. H is funeral 
w as attended by many members of the Regim ental A ssoc ia tion  and the Royal Hospital.

R O C H E S T E R  -  On 25 August 1983, ex Private Arthur Rochester (6192416), aged 82 years.
^  Arthur Rochester enlisted at M ill H ill on 22 April 1920 and jo ined the 2nd Battalion in Germ any on
p  27 August 1 920. He becam e a battalion signa ller and rem ained so  during the w ho le  o f his serv ice

spent in S ingapore  and India. A  good sportsm an espec ia lly  at hockey and football. H e  transferred 
to the Army Reserve on 18 Decem ber 1927.

R O D E LL  -  O n  11 July 1983, ex CpI Stanley Evelyn Rodell (6200109), aged 71 years.
CpI Rode ll en listed on 14 April 1931 and saw  serv ice  with the 1st Bn in Palestine, Egypt, 
S ingapore  and Hong Kong. Tow ards the end of 1938 he returned to the UK and w as transferred 
to the Army Reserve. For many years he was the ration storeman and batman to the late Major(QM) 
‘N obby ’ C lark. He was ca lled  up for serv ice  in 1939 and again served with the regiment until 
posted to the M anchester Regim ent for period 17 June 1944 -  8 D ecem ber 1945.
In 1979 he had a leg amputated and finally in 1983 the second  leg suffered the sam e fate and he 
died after a long and painful illness.

S H E R B R O O K E -W A L K E R  -  On 23 O ctobe r 1983, Ruth E llen Sherbrooke-W alker, w ife of Co lone l R.D. 
Sherbrooke-W alker, O BE , TD, DL.

TE M PLE R -S M ITH  -  On 2*1 O ctobe r 1983, Lady M adge Templer-Smith, aged 91 years, w idow  of S ir 
Haro ld Templer-Smith. No other details are available.

W A LD E N  -  On 14 August 1983, Mr. M ichae l R ichard T illyer W alden.
M ichae l w as the nephew  of the late C o lone l ‘Fanny’ W alden . He w as a regular com petitor at our 
Regim ental G o lf M eetings and will be sadly m issed.

W E B B  -  O n  21 O ctobe r 1983, Ex CpI A lan Arthur W eb b  (23160440), aged 47 years.
A lan W eb b  served from 9 August 1 955 to 8 August 1 958 and w as promoted to substantive CpI 
w ithin one year of enlistment. The majority of his serv ice  w as with the 1 st Bn in Cyprus where he 
was a very e ffic ien t member of the Intelligence Section.

W ILD E  -  On 3 Decem ber 1983, Ex Craftsm an Robert W ild s  (14254440), aged 59 years.
B ob  W ild e  served with the 1 /7th Bn 1944-45, where he was the Arm orer Sg ts driver m echan ic

^  and he w as a lso  a veh ic le  m echan ic with the 2nd Bn in Pa lestine 1945-46.
™  A  regular supporter of all regimental functions.

W O O L C O T T  -  O n  11 August 1983, ex CpI Edward W oo lco tt (61976980), aged 75 years.
CpI W oo lco tt served from 1 8 January 1927 until 18 January 1 948  and was with the 2nd Bn during 
the invasion -  6 June 1944.

W O R T O N  -  On 22 July 1 983, M rs (Tossie) Evelyn W orton, aged 85 years, w ife of Lt-Col J.R.B. W orton. 
To ss ie  W orton  regularly attended all Regim ental G o lf M eetings and will be very sadly m issed by
us all.

M A JO R  H K H A R D C A S TLE , TD

Ken H ardcastle  was the first o fficer to be com m issioned to the 9th Bn after W o rld  W a r I. H e  was 
educated at Uppingham , lived at Harrow  on the H ill where doub tle ss he met Jack  and L ione l Hew lett 
who both served in the Vo lunteer Battalion subsequently  to becom e the 9th Bn T.A., and they both 
served with the Bn throughout W o rld  W a r I. It so happened that Lionel Hew lett w as a so lic ito r in their 
family firm Hew lett and C o  and Ken was articled to Lionel. H ence  his in troduction to the 9th Bn.

Early on after jo ining the battalion he had spec ia l leave from his T.A. duties for quite a period 
because he was reading honours in law. He always aimed high, as the Bn d iscovered  later when he 
went on an Army Course, for he invariably got a ‘D ’.

During the G enera l Strike of 1926 the 7th, 8th and 9th Bns form ed a com posite  battalion which 
ffcv a s  em bodied for the emergency. C o l C .H . Pank a fam ous product of the 7th w as the C .O . and Ken 
^ se rv e d  under him at H ouns low  Heath. C o l Pank told the C .O . of the 9th that in Ken he had a winner. S o  it



proved for he w as a tower o f strength to the Bn throughout his service. In 1938, when the Bn was 
required to take on the Search ligh t role, Ken w as S econd  in Com m and and he immediately took a 
Search ligh t C ou rse  of instruction and returned with a 'D'.

W hen  the Bn w as em bod ied a year later for W o rld  W a r II it o ccup ied  quite a large area of Norfolk 
but Ken did not remain with the Bn for long as he volunteered to transfer to a Regu lar Searchligh t 
Regim ent w h ich  was proceed ing  to France to join the Expeditionary Force. M ost unfortunately, the 
form ation in w h ich  h is regiment served w ere cut o ff at Rouen and Ken becam e a P.O.W .

After the war Ken had a d ifficu lt task on return to civil life. There  w as much to sort out but he faced 
it all w ith h is usual determ ination and overcam e his problem s. At that time his son Tony w as at R u g t^ k  
S ch oo l or about to go there and in due cou rse  when Tony ’s period for National Serv ice  arrived he w a U  
com m iss ioned  into the Regim ent and spent most of his National Se rv ice  with the 1st Bn in Korea.

For many years Ken was on the Com m ittee o f the Regim ental A ssoc ia tion  as legal adviser. H is 
p redecesso r in that o ffice  being C o l W .P. Hewett o f the 9th. He was still function ing as such  when the 
Q u een ’s Regim ent was created and h is contribution legally at that stage w as invaluable to the 
Regim ental A ssoc ia tion  as it w as in the intervening years.

Ken w as an outstand ing personality, w hose  integrity was abso lute  and fr iendsh ip  far more than 
worthwhile. A  very loyal D ie-Hard held in high regard by the Regiment.

H is  secon d  w ife  Pam, to whom he was married shortly after the war, helped him unstintingly 
during his d ifficu lt years after the P.O .W . period, a most devoted partner. They had twin sons. To  them 
all w e express great sympathy in their lo ss  w h ich  the regiment shares.

The  funeral se rv ice  was attended by Lt-Col T.W . Chattey, C o l I.H. Battye, Lt-Col G.L. Fox, Capt 
R.M. Fox and C ap t and M rs  A.M. Hendry.

G.L.F.

CO LO N EL DENZIL CLINTON LESLIE NOLDA OBE BA

C lin ton  N o lda  died sudden ly at h is home at W alford , near R o ss  on W ye  on Sunday, 20th 
Novem ber, 1983, three w eeks short of his 67th birthday.

H e  w as com m iss ioned  into the Regim ent from Cam bridge  where he had graduated as a Bache lor 
of Arts, at the outbreak of the war in 1939 and served with the 2nd Battalion and at the Depot until July 
1940  when he rejoined the 2nd Battalion. In August 1941 he w as appointed Adjutant. In O ctobe r 1943 
he went to the Staff C o llege , Cam berley on a short war time cou rse  for six months. W hen  that ended in 
M arch  1944  he jo ined 1 st M anchesters and served with them in Norm andy and throughout the North 
W es t Eu rope  cam paign, first as  a com pany second  in com m and and from O ctobe r onw ards as ^  
com pany com m ander.

W hen  the war in Eu rope  ended in May 1945, C lin ton  w as posted outto  India as the B rigade  Major, 
S ia lko t Area.

O n  return to the UK in 1947 he jo ined the Hom e Counties  B rigade  Tra in ing Centre  at Shorncliffe  
and com m anded No 5 Com pany until he w as posted abroad again in 1 949 as D AAG , S ingapore. From 
there he jo ined the 1 st Battalion in Korea and served with them until they returned from H ong Kong in 
1952.

In 1953 he w as at the M ilitary C o lle g e  o f S c ien ce , Shrivenham  and from there he went to the W ar 
O ffic e  as G S 0 2 , MT3.

In June 1955 he rejoined the 1st Battalion in W arley when they returned from Austria, prior to 
moving to Cyprus w here the E O K A  troubles w ere just starting.

In 1956 he w as appointed se con d  in com m and of the Battalion and took over com m and when 
John O rm iston w as invalided home, on 16th July 1 957. He continued in com m and when the Battalion 
returned to the U K  in 1958  and went to Germany. H e  handed over to Ian Battye in Novem ber 1959. 
During h is period  of com m and in Cyprus, the Battalion w as fully committed in operations against EO K A  
in w h ich  they acqu ired a well earned reputation and fully upheld the traditions o f the D iehards. M uch  of 
th is s u c c e s s  w as due to C lin ton 's  drive and determ ination and the detailed p lanning w h ich  preceded 
any operation. Fo r his se rv ices in Cyp rus he w as awarded the O BE .

O n  return to Germany, he was qu ick  to apprecia te  the problem s wh ich  raced him. S in ce  its return 
from Korea and H ong Kong, the 1st Battalion had been largely engaged in garrison duties in A u str ia^ k  
with little s co p e  for battalion or formation training and on Internal Security Operations in Cyprus which,"

exacting and dem anding as they might be, required spec ia lised  training w h ich  bore little relevance to 
the training required for war in North W es t Eu rope  apart from the indiv idual sk ills  required o f any good 
infantry sold ier. The  crying need was for a period of com pany and battalion training so, vnhen it w as 
proposed to move the battalion to Berlin, where they would have been engaged once  more on garrison 
duties, C lin ton  resisted vigorously and successfu lly , w h ich  su ccess , a lthough to the im m ense benefit of 
the Regim ent did not necessarily  enhance his personal popularity with higher com m ands.

There then began a period of arduous and intensive training to bring the battalion to a state of 
read iness for a limited nuclear war wh ich  dem anded new  tactics and new  techn iques on the battlefield 

^ ¿h ich , saving the outbreak of war itse lf would be tested in the Rh ine Army m anoeuvres in the fo llow ing 
^^jtumn. It says much for C lin ton 's  foresight and drive that after many h iccup s  during the lead up period 

the Battalion acqu itted itself with cons iderab le  cred it in those major formation exercises.

A fter he re linquished command, he held two 1 st grade staff appointm ents as G S O l T ra in ing at 
Headquarters W estern  Com m and and as A A G  Land Fo rces H ong  Kong and then becam e Com m andant 
of the Senne lager Tra in ing Centre, B A O R  in the local rank of Co lone l, from w h ich  he retired from the 
Army on 6 th Ju ly 1967. H e  w as a D iehard to the extent o f chauvin ism , and w oe betide anyone who did 
anything w h ich  might prejud ice the reputation of the Regiment. H e  set extremely high standards for 
him self and expected sim ilar standards from others but he had a deep concern  for the welfare  of all who 
were w ithin the sco p e  of his command. Those  who had genu ine personal problem s cou ld  be assured of 
his interest and support. In his private life, w ith his fam ily to whom he was devoted, and friends, he w as 
relaxed and with an acute sense  of humour, a most entertaining com panion.

He retired to one of the most beautiful parts of the W ye  valley with a view  over the river up to 
G oodrich  Castle. There he spent a coup le  of years when in between renovating his house and creating 
a lovely garden with his own hands, he coached , on a part time basis, cand ida tes for the Staff C o llege  
entrance examination w ho w ere taking co rre spondence  cou rses with one of the crammers.

He  then becam e the local fie ld  o fficer for the Country Landow ners A ssocia tion , still on a part time 
basis, and was so  su cce ss fu l in gain ing new m em bers that he was invited to take up a full time 
appointm ent wth the A ssoc ia tion  as the D irector o f Recruitment.

Unfortunately he deve loped M eun ières Syndrom e w h ich  affects the sense  of ba lance and he had 
to give up driving. T h is  meant that Joan, h is wife, had to act as his chau ffeuse  and rather than in flict th is 
upon her he retired in 1979.

O u r deepest sympathy goes to Joan, C ha rle s  and to Rosemary.

The  funeral w as attended by: Maj-Gen S ir John W illoughby, Lt-Col and M rs T.W . Chattey, B rig  
B A M .  P ie low , B rig  B.H. Marciandi, C o l I.H. Battye, Lt-Co l and M rs R.D. Hutch ings, Major P.D. Marshall, 

A la j o r  and M rs J.W . Doyle, Major and M rs  G .G . Norton, Major C.L. Law rence, Major G .O . Porter, Major 
^ G .  Chiverall, C ap t J.S.C. Flavell, M rs C aro l Pearce-Gou ld  and Major A.E.F. W aldron.

R.D.H.

LETTERS

The  fo llow ing very interesting letters are repub lished for the enjoyment o f D ie-Hard readers:

From: C ap t D.E.M. K idd 
Stangrave Hall 

Surrey.

5 Septem ber 1983

Dear Ron (Secretary 2/7th)

Many thanks etc etc.

I am a lso  enc los ing  for your files and exhibition where requested, a snapshot of the Mem oria l at 
Albuera (No “H" you notice) raised to the memory of the “Valiantes" who fell there on that May day in 
1811. Having read the letter from W 0 2  J.P. Ham ill pub lished in the D ecem ber 1981 copy of “T he  Die- 
H ards” Newsletter I felt that it w as a sham e that a former member of the 2/7th Bn w ho  spend s  so  much of 
his time (w interwise) in Spain, and who has seen so much of that country, had not found time to visit the 
area where his p redecesso rs  had covered them selves with glory. It is now  the greatest w onder o f all to 
me, and to my w ife  and friends w ho made the 1 2 0 0  m iles p ilgrim age with me, that any battle was 

^j^)ossible at all! The  area is laced with R ivers and their tributaries and during the three or four days we 
^ P p e n t in the Extramadura, so  much fog prevailed that it w as alm ost im poss ib le  to see  anything more than



100 yards away before mid-day on any day. W e  w ere inform ed a lso that th is weather w as quite normal. 
However, having conv inced  the very aged proprietor of the village Bar that the battle took p lace  on 16 
May 1811 and not on 1 1  May 1816 (unless the Span ia rds arrived late as usual) w e groped our way to the 
square  and finally obtained the enclosed. You  w ill no doubt observe that the crow ds, like the fog, had 
d ispe rsed  somewhat, and like us, w ere to be found in another Bar having co ffee  and a Boccad illo . No 
mention of any unit involved in the battle but it conta ins the Bust o f the Com m and ing Genera l (Spanish 
of course) p lus the nam es of the Span ish  G enera ls  (6 ) and those of their d istingu ished allies 
Portuguese  (1 ) and B ritish (5). W e  departed, fee ling  no doubt like the gallants w ho fought there, that 
there w as nothing, territorially speaking, to hang around for! O n  my return to the U.K. I prevailed on my 
guest, a retired regular officer, to look up the deta ils of the Battle. He confirm s that the Duke w as nc^k 
there and that like so  many of my ex-co lleagues at times, h is movements were well covered by a sm oke^F 
screen. So  much for A lbuhera. It is strange, however, the way th ings keep cropp ing  up. I was at 
C landon  Park near G u ild fo rd  a coup le  of w eeks ago and saw  that they had a Regim ental Museum  for the 
Q ueens  Regim ent in the basement. W h ils t walk ing round I saw  a notice saying that they were adopting 
the Battle o f A lbuhera  as the major battle honour o f the Regim ent and to quote them “The  Buffs, and the 
57th o f Foot, afterwards known as the M idd lesex Regiment, both now incorporated into the ‘Q u een s ’ 
a lso  took part in the Battle with cons iderab le  distinction." S o  much for my long cherished  im pression 
that we did it alone!!!

Y ou rs  s incere ly

(Sgd) D oug las K idd

From: Ex Die-Hard R J. W eedon  
O ld  Contem ptib le  

81 Nettleton Court
Upper H o llingdean  Road 

Brighton

18 August 1983
Dear Major W a ld ron

I have much p leasu re  in send ing £1 tow ards the cost of our Regim ental Newsletter. A lso  many 
thanks for send ing  it to me, as I really apprecia te  reading all those interesting and memorable artic les of 
our beloved o ld Regim ent, P r id e  o f the B ritish Army and Tow er o f the W orld. Thats what I told the late
H.M. Q ueen  Mary in Ju n e1 9 1 7 . I w as with a w ounded N ew  Zealand so ld ie r who asked me to take him to 
Ham pton Court, w e  w ere both in Tooting G rove  Hosp ita l at the time -  I cam e home w ounded in March 
1917 and w e met Q ueen  Mary, P r in ce ss  Mary and the late P r in ce  of W a le s  as he then was. Queen  M a / ^  
w as very charm ing and in s isted in staying to talk to us. I w as thrilled when she  said, you are tf^ B  
M idd lesex Reg im ent Corpora l, so  I duly ob liged  and said so, she shook hands and w ished  us good luck.
It w as a beautifu l warm sum m er day and when w e arrived back at the hospital about 5.30, all the nurses 
knew about us meeting The  Queen. How  fast did new s travel. I w as particularly moved about the 
S e rv ice  at our o ld C hu rch  at St Pa u l’s M ill Hill, I w ou ld  love to have been there but at 87 years o ld travel is 
a burden. H ow  the co llege  lads at M ill H ill S ch oo l used to cram the gates w atch ing us go ing to the 
chu rch  in our scarle t uniforms. Funny enough years afterwards I met a C o lone l of the London Scottish  in 
our branch o f the O ld  Contem ptib les and he used to tell me how  he and the boys used to watch our 
regiment parade on Sundays. W hat happy days they were in dear old peacefu l M ill H ill. I remember 
reading an artic le  in the London  Evening N ew s in 1911 about our Depot and it stated that M ill H ill 
B a rracks w as a show  p iece  barracks for the army, and so it was. A ll good w ish es to all O ffice rs  and 
O ther Ranks o f the o ld D ie-Hards. G od  b less em. En c lo sed  is a photograph of T he  R idgeway, M ill H ill 
1912.

(Sgd) R J W eedon  Ex 14843 served with 
2nd and 3rd B ns 1913-19

B O O K S
P R E L U D E  T O  B A T T L E  by G ordon  M oore  (M idas Books) £7.50.

T h is  book is recom m ended for two reasons. Firstly it prov ides an excellent rem inder what life was 
like for a young so ld ie r being posted to the infantry in the m iddle o f the last world war. For all those who 
served G ordon  M oo re 's  factiona l (mixture o f fact and fiction) autob iography w ill bring back strong^ 
m em ories o f com radesh ip , d isc ip line, grow ing up pa ins and the courting of young ladies. ^

Second ly  the author com m enced his serv ice  a ttheT ra in in g  Com pany Cheste r in 1942, then with 
the 70th battalion at H ouns low  Decem ber 1942 until July 1943 and finally with the 8th Bn The 
M iddlesex Regiment, D and H Q  Com pan ies 1943-44. In 1945 he transferred to the R A E C  and was 
d ischarged on 21 June 1947. Pro fits from the sale o f th is book will be donated to the Earl Ha ig fund, our 
Regim ental A ssoc ia tion  and loca l serv ice  charities.

C o p ie s  of th is book can be obtained by writing d irect to G ordon Moore, 4 Barre l's P itch, C h ipp ing  
Cam pden, G lo s  G L5 5  6 HP. P r ice  £7.50.

^ H E  D IE-H ARD S  IN K O R E A

The second  edition o f “The D ie-Hards in Korea" is now  on sale at £5, in c lud ing postage and 
packing.

C op ie s  can be obtained from the Secretary, Major A.E.F. W aldron, M B E , Lynsore Bungalow, 
Upper Hardres, Canterbury, Kent C T 4  6 EE. C heques  shou ld  be made payable to the M idd lesex 
Regimental Association .

RE G IM E N TA L  G O O D S

1. Can  anyone he lp?  A  member requires two large em bossed blazer buttons and two small 
em bossed blazer buttons. If you can help p lease inform the Secretary.

2. The fo llow ing  regimental goods are availab le for purchase. These  can be obtained by writing to 
the Secretary, Major A.E.F. W aldron, M B E , Lynsore Bungalow, Upper Hardres, Canterbury, Kent C T4  
6EE. C h eq u e s  shou ld  be made payable to the M idd lesex Regim ental A ssocia tion .

B adges Blazer, M idd lesex £5 .00  each

Ice Buckets, m iniature s ide  drum 
with regimental em blazon £10 .50  each

G lass, W h isky  tum bler engraved 
M idd lesex Regt badge £4.00  each

T ie s  Regtl O ld  pattern Terylene £1.75  each

T ie s  Regtl N ew  pattern Terylene £1.75  each

Ties, O ff ic e rs ’ C lu b  Silk £2 .50  each

W a ll P laques, M idd lesex £9 .50  each

Postage  is included in the price.

*




