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L IEU TEN A N T  G E N E R A L  G E R A R D  C O R F IE L D  B U C K N A LL , C B , M C,

C O L O N E L  O F  T H E  M ID D LES EX  R E G IM E N T  (D CO ) 1952-1959.

W hen Genera l Bucknall died on the 7th Decem ber, 1980, aged 86, the Regim ent and its O ld  
Com rades A ssoc ia tion  lost one of its most d istingu ished and respected members. Popu larly  known 
with affection as ‘G erry ’, he was held in the h ighest esteem by everyone.

Born on the 14th Septem ber 1894 at Courthope  H ouse  in W im b ledon  the General, as  he be- 
^ c a m e ,  w as educated at Repton S choo l in Derbyshire where his academ ic qualities and intellectual inte- 
^ ^ -ests were qu ickly recogn ised and where he a lso  excelled in most of the sch o o l’s sports and gam es ac ­

tivities. It w as no surprise  therefore that he should join the Army and he w as com m issioned  into The 
M idd lesex Regim ent from the Royal M ilitary Co llege, Sandhurst in February 1914. On the outbreak of 
the G reat W ar he went to France  with the 1 st Battalion and w as qu ickly in action at M ons in August of

•kat year. H e  served with d istinction throughout the war in France, in c lud ing further front line action at 
ne Battle o f the Som m e in July 1916 where the 1 st Battalion suffered very heavy casualties, and was 
awarded the Military C ro s s  for co n sp icuous  gallantry in face  of fie rce  enemy fire. H e  went on later to 

w in a bar to th is decoration and a lso was Mentioned in D espatches in 191 7. At the end of the war he 
w as B rigade  Major, 114 Infantry B rigade  in France.

After the war he spent two years on secondm ent to the Egyptian Army before rejoining the 1st 
Battalion for further regimental serv ice  in the UK and in Germany. It was as a student at the Army Staff 
Co llege , Cam berley in 1928 that his potential for higher com m and was recogn ised. Then, fo llow ing  ap ­
pointm ents at the W ar O ffice, as a Com pany Com m ander at the R M C , Sandhurst from 1933-35 and 
later as a Genera l Staff O ffic e r at the R M C  in Canada, he w as an A Q M G  at the W ar O ffic e  when W orld  
W a r II broke out in 1 939. The fo llow ing year he w as posted to the staff of 66th D iv ision in France. After 
Dunkirk he was promoted B rigad ier and Com m ander 138 Infantry Brigade. In July 1941 Gerry B u ck ­
nall becam e a Major General and com m anded 53 Division. Th is  w as fo llow ed by a short spell as C o m ­
m ander 4th (Indian) D iv ision in North A frica  and after w h ich  he com m anded the 5th D iv ision in S ic ily  
and Italy. In 1 944 he becam e a Lieutenant Genera l to com m and 30 C o rp s  during the assau lt landings 
in Norm andy and the Caen  battle. H is last appointm ent w as as G O C  Northern Ireland before retiring in 
March 1 948.

The Genera l was w idely read and in particular w as a student of military history but as well as  his 
many intellectual interests, he was a countryman at heart and always a keen sportsm an. Perhaps he o b ­
tained most pleasure from fly fishing, in wh ich  he was expert. In th is respect his spe ll in Nothern Ireland 
must have brought him many happy moments and pleasant memories. He w as a lso  a very keen and p ro ­
fic ient golfer, playing off a low  hand icap and regularly su cce ss fu l at the Regim ental M eetings. He was 
fond of anim als - a first rate shot and an excellent horseman.

Fo llow ing retirement he maintained his in tense interest in regimental affa irs and as C o lone l of the 
Regim ent for eight years from 1952, he conscien tiously  carried out a num ber o f visits to in spect the 

^ ^ a tta lio n  wherever it was stationed and it was seldom  that he did not attend the Reun ions or other regi- 
:̂ P ie n ta l functions. He had a great artistic apprecia tion for pictures and other m em orabilia and several of 

his num erous presentations to the Regim ental Museum  and the Regim ental m esses can be seen today.

H is  honours included the C B  w h ich  was awarded in 1943. He was P resident of the M idd lesex 
County A ssoc ia tion  in 1965 and 1966, held the appointm ents of Lord Lieutenant of M idd lesex from 
1963 - 65 and A ss istan t Lieutenant G reater London from 1 965 - 70. It w as most fitting and appropriate 
therefore that Her Majesty The Q ueen sent her representative to attend the G enera l's  funeral wh ich  was 
held at St. Mary's Church, W im bledon, nearby his old home, and w as so  well attended by many of his 
fr iends and O ld  Com rades. H is greatest sorrow s undoubtedly were the early death o f his beautiful w ife 
Kathleen, in 1945 and the lo ss of his second  son Jeffrey killed in action in 1950 w hilst serv ing with the 
M idd lesex Regim ent in Korea. He is survived by his e lder son Rob in  and daughter Ann, and five g rand­
children.

A lthough strictly brought up in the idea ls o f the Regu lar Army, the General, nevertheless, was 
som ething o f an individualist. He was o f d istingu ished appearance  and apprecia ted the good th ings in 
life, but had an intense d is like  for the flamboyant. He had a delightful, som etim es alm ost puckish, sense  
of humour and identified h im self easily with the young o fice rs  to whom he was always particularly he lp ­
ful. How ever it was his modesty and quiet manner, coup led  with his unfailing courtesy and calm  at all 
tim es and under all cond ition s by wh ich  he w ill be most recollected. W hatever and wherever the p rob­
lem General Gerry cou ld  always be relied upon for his sound adv ice  and w ise  counse l. H e  is sadly 

^ ^ n issed  but proudly rem em bered by the Regim ent for w h ich  he cared so  much.



FO RECA ST OF EVENTS 1982

14 Jan Regim ental Museum  Trustees Meeting, Duke of Yo rk ’s Headquarters, Chelsea,
London  SW 3, at 5.30 p.m. Postponed .

Mar Regim ental Assoc ia tion  Executive Com m ittee Meeting at County Hall, London S E 1 ,
at 6 p.m. New  date being arranged.

27 Mar 9th Bn Annual Reun ion Dinner, Quality Inn, V ictoria Street, SW 1.

24 Ap r 1 /7th Bn (1939/45) D inner at T A  Centre, Priory Road, Hornsey, N8.

27 Ap r M idd lesex Regim ent G o lfin g  Society  Sp ring  Meeting, North Hants G o lf C lu b  Fleet.

14 May M idd lesex Regim ent O ffic e rs ’ C lu b  Dinner, Cavalry & G uards C lub, 127 Piccadilly,
London W C 2 .

15 May Afternoon - 2.30 p.m. A lbuhera Serv ice  of Rem em brance, St. Pau l’s Cathedral.

Evening - Annual Reunion, T A  Centre, D eansbrook Road, Edgware, Mx.

22 May 2/10th Bn Annual Luncheon at Victory C lub, Seym our Street, London W 2.

1 Aug  Q ueen ’s Regim ent Reunion, based on 2 Q ueen ’s, Hyderabad Bks, Co lchester.

4/7 Aug C o lcheste r Search ligh t Tattoo.

11 Sep  Q ueen ’s Regt W O s  & Sgts Past and P resen t Dinner, 1 Q u een ’s, H ow e  Barracks,
Canterbury, Kent.

1 O c t  2/7th Bn Annual D inner at V ictory C lub, Seym our St., London W 2.

5 O c t M idd lesex Regim ent G o lfing  Society, Autumn Meeting, North Hants G o lf C lub,
Fleet, Hants.

O c t Regtl A ssoc ia tion  Chu rch  Parade at Royal Hospita l, Che lsea. Date not finalised.

11 Nov 7th M idd lesex O ffice rs ' C lu b  Dinner, T A  Centre, Priory Rd, Hornsey, N8.

13 Nov Cerem ony at Fie ld of Remem brance, M idd lesex Gu ildha ll and W estm inster Abbey.

14 Nov 10 a.m. Rem em brance Day Serv ice  at Inglis Barracks, M ill Hill, fo llow ed by Reun ion
at T A  Centre, Edgware.

10.45 a.m. 7th Bn Rem em brance Serv ice  and W reath Laying Ceremony.

3 p.m. 2/10th Bn Rem em brance Day Serv ice  at St. N icho las Church, Ch isw ick .

M USEUM  APPEAL

The  T rustees o f the Regim ental Museum  have recently initiated an Appea l w h ich  aims to ra is ^  
su ffic ien t capita l funds to endow  the Museum  for the future and enable  it to retain its independent 
status.

Ph ase  I of th is Appea l has been launched by Major Genera l S ir John W illoughby w ho has written 
to over 1000  form er m em bers of the Regim ent and to date the response  has resulted in donations, in c ­
lud ing a generous contribution from the Q u een ’s Regiment, totalling £4 ,178.00  and 65 covenants 
am ounting to nearly £1 ,100.00  a year. These  total sum s are being invested which, together with the 
benefit of tax refunds a llowed on the covenants, will p roduce  a steady incom e for the Museum  and 
w h ich  o f course, will gradually in crease during the period of the covenants. Th is  is a most encouraging 
start and the T rustees w ish  to thank all those who have so generously given their support. Donations 
are still com ing in and are most welcom e as every contribution, however small, w ill help us ensure the 
future fo r our Museum.

Ph ase  II is now being prepared by the Trustees. That is the w ider Appeal to the pub lic  and institu­
tions, etc., w ithin the o ld County o f M iddlesex, who might reasonably be expected to be interested in 
preserving th is part o f the heritage of the County. It is anticipated that this Phase  will go forward in the 
new  year and happily we can now  show  that the o ld 'D ie Hards' and their c lose  assoc ia tes are setting a 
fine  example.

BENEVOLENT C A S ES

During the period 1 January to 31 Decem ber 1 981, the sum of £3 ,702.70  w as spent on assisting  
73 m em bers o f the regiment.

DONATIONS TO THE REGIMENTAL ASSOCIATION CHARITABLE FUND

The Secretary gratefully acknow ledges the fo llow ing donations to the Charitab le  Fund:

£ 15 0  from the M idd lesex County Assoc ia tion  in memory of the late Lt-Gen G .C. Bucknall, CB , 
M C , DL, the first President of the M idd lesex County Association .

£ 25  from the members of the 2/7th Bn attending their annual dinner.

Mr. A.W.J. B rown (2/7th), Mrs. M.A. Brust, Mr. R.R. Chaplin , Major J.G. Chiverall, Mr. W .A. Cook, 
Mr. P.F. Dyer, Mr. E.J. Garner, Mr. A.C. G ill, Mr. W.R. Lee, Mr. P.F. Maloney, C o l A.M. M an (in me­
mory of the late Lt-Gen G .C. Bucknall), C apt J.R.C. R iseley, Lt-Col E.P. Shanks, Mr. A.J. Sm ith (2/ 
7th), Mrs. Kathleen Taggart, Mr. L. W oodm an.

FREE NEW SLETTERS

The Ed itor w ishes to thank the fo llow ing mem bers for their generosity in donating extra su b sc r ip ­
tions so  that free cop ie s  of the D iehards Newsletter can be sent to deserving O ld  Com rades:

Mr. A.W.J. B rown (2/7th), Mrs. M.A. Brust, Mr. R.R. Chaplin , Major J.G. Chiverall, Mr. H.W. 
Daniels, Mr. P.F. Dyer, Mr. E.J. Gainer, Mr. A.C. G ill, W O II (RQ M S) J.P. Hamill, 3 Queens, Mr. H.B. 
Harris, C apt J.A.E. Howell, Mr. S. Hurlock, Mr. A.W .P. Kelly, Lt-Col H.P. Lambert, Mr. W .R. Lee, Mr. 
P.F. Maloney, Capt J.R.C. R iseley, Lt-Col G .C.D . Scott-Lowe, Lt-Col E.P. Shanks, C o l R.D. Sher- 
brooke-Walker, Mr. A.J. Sm ith (2/7th), Mrs. Kathleen Taggart, Mr. L. W oodm an, Mrs. A. W oolner.

FIELD OF REM EM BRAN CE

The annual Cerem ony at the Field o f Rem em brance took p lace  on Saturday, 7 November, and 
was well attended by many members o f the Regim ent and civil d ign itaries headed by the Chairm an of 
the G reater London Counc il, The R ight Honourab le  John B. W ard, JP, and Mrs. Ward; The H igh Sheriff 
of Greater London, The R ight Honourable  Roy'Constantine; The Mayors o f the London  Boroughs of 
Harrow, Haringey, H illingdon and Hounslow; The Deputy Mayors of the London  Boroughs of Barnet, 
Ealing, Enfie ld and R ichm ond upon Tham es. The fo llow ing sen io r o ffice rs  were p re sen t: Lt-Col T.W . 
Chattey, O B E , P resident o f the Regim ental Association , Maj G en  S ir John W illoughby, KBE, C B , Brig 
D.B. Rendell, C BE , M C , C o l I.R. Burrows, O BE , C o l A.S.J. de S. C layton, O BE .

The cerem ony com m enced with a short serv ice  at the County Mem oria l situated in the entrance 
hall to the M idd lesex Guildhall. The serv ice  w as conducted  by the Rev W .E.B. Jones, MA, V ica r of 
R ipley Parish, Nr W oking , Surrey, and former Chap la in  to the 1 st Bn. A  badged poppy wreath was laid 
at the foot of the memorial by the P resident of the Regim ental A ssocia tion , Lt-Col T.W . Chattey, O BE .

Those  present then moved to the road outside the G u ildha ll and w ere form ed up under the gu id ­
ance  of Major R.W.J. Smith, M BE, and form er Sgt L.T. Plumb.

The p rocess ion  headed by S/Sgt B. W illiam s, fo llow ed by Mr. A.A. Moody, carrying the Reg im en­
tal A ssoc ia tion  Standard, escorted by Che lsea  Pensioners, Sgt C. Painter, l/ P ’s F. W orton and G.R. Fu l­
ton, moved to the Regim ental P lot at the Field of Rem em brance ou ts ide  W estm inste r Abbey.

At the plot the P resident of the Regim ental A ssocia tion , Lt-Col T.W . Chattey, O BE , after saying 
‘W e  plant these c ro s se s  today in memory of our fa llen com rades o f the M idd lesex Reg im ent’, planted 
the first cross. He then invited the Chairm an of the G reater London C ounc il, The  R ight Honourable  
John B. W ard, JP, to plant a cross, fo llow ed  by the Rev W .E.B. Jones, MA. M em bers of the Regim ent re­
presenting the fo llow ing  Battalions then in turn planted a cross; 1 st Bn Maj G en  S ir John W illoughby, 
KBE, CB; 2nd Bn C o l A.S.J. de S. Clayton, O BE; 3rd & 4th Bns C o l I.R. Burrows, O BE; 5th & 6th Bns 
Brig D.B. Rendell, C B E , MC; 1 /7th Bn Mr. S. Platten; 2/7th Bn Lt A.E. A llchorne; 8th Bn Major R.A.J. 
Che ffin s, MC; 9th Bn Mr. R.T. Meers; 10th B ns Mr. A.D. Scudam ore, O BE , B(M iddlesex) Com pany, 6/ 
7th Bn The Q ueen ’s Regiment, Major P.A.D. Storie-Pugh.

C ro sse s  were then planted,by the civil d ign itaries in the fo llow ing  order :



1. The H igh  Sheriff of G reater London, The R ight Honourable  Roy Constantine, escorted by Major 
P.A.D. Storie-Pugh, B (M iddlesex) Company, 6/7th (V) Bn The Q ueen ’s Regiment.

2. The Deputy Mayor o f the London Borough of Barnet, C ounc illo r  B.C. Francis, escorted by Capt 
P.l. Roberts, B  (M iddlesex) Company, 6/7th (V) Bn The  Q ueen ’s Regiment.

3. The  Deputy Mayor of the London Borough of Ealing, C ou n c illo r  Norman Pointing, accom panied 
by the Deputy Mayoress Mrs. Pointing, escorted by an o fice r of B (M iddlesex) Company, 6/7th (V) 
Bn The  Q ueen 's  Regiment.

4. The Deputy Mayor of the London Borough of Enfie ld, C ounc illo r  M iss  Phyllis ObornflP
accom panied by the Deputy Mayoress, Mrs. G w endo line  Milner, escorted by Capt W.B.
Hamm ond, ERD, TD.

5. The  W orsh ip fu l The  Mayor of the London Borough of Harrow, C ounc illo r  Nan R e ^ ^  
accom panied by her escort, C ounc illo r  Frank Rees, e scorted by Major F. W ebb, M BE, TI^P 
Q ueen 's  Regiment.

6. The  W orsh ip fu l The  Mayor of the London Borough of Haringey, C ounc illo r  C o llin  Ware,
accom panied by the Mayoress, M rs W are, escorted by Squadron Leader R.J. Yerby.

7. The  W orsh ip fu l The Mayor of the London Borough  of H illingdon , C ounc illo r  G ordon  Sullivan, 
accom panied by the Mayoress, Mrs. Sullivan, e scorted by Lt D. Harwood, B  M iddlesex) 
Company, 6/7th (V) Bn The  Q ueen ’s Regiment.

8. The  W orsh ip fu l The  Mayor of the London Borough o f Houns low , C ou n c illo r  Mrs. Mary J.W. 
Smith, accom pan ied  by the Mayoress, escorted by Com pany Sergeant Major D. Cadyw ould , B 
(M iddlesex) Com pany, 6/7th (V) Bn The Q ueen 's  Regiment.

9. The  Deputy Mayor of the London Borough of R ichm ond Upon Tham es, C ou n c illo r  R.G. 
Whittaker, accom panied by the Deputy Mayoress, Mrs. Whittaker, escorted by Lt A.M. C lement, B 
(M iddlesex) Com pany, 6/7th (V) Bn The Q ueen ’s Regiment.

10. The  P resident o f The M idd lesex County Associa tion , H is  Honour the Hon Ewen E.S. Montagu, 
C B E , Q C , DL, accom panied by Mrs. Montagu, escorted by Major M.L. Muirhead, TD, The  Q ueen ’s 
Regiment.

The  fo llow ing  c ro s se s  were a lso  planted :

Bandsm en and Drumm ers Mr. A.E. Lewin; Royal Irish Regim ent Mr. R.T. Boyce, M BE, BEM; In 
memory of Major L.T. Honeybun - Mr. G. Honeybun; In memory Sgt W . Poole, D CM , 2nd Bn Mr. 
L.T. Plumb.

The Chap la in  then read the C o lle c ts  o f the M idd lesex and Q u een ’s Regim ent and gave the 
B lessing .

After the cerem ony the civil d ign itaries and m em bers of the Regim ental A ssoc ia tion  attended 
reception in the M idd lesex Guildha ll. ^

FIELD OF REM EM BRANCE

O n W ednesday, 4 November, M idd lesex Regim ent Badged  C ro sse s  were planted on the 
F E P O W  P lot and the Korean Plot, by the Secretary.

REGIMENTAL REM EM BRAN CE SUNDAY SERVICE

The  Regim ental A ssoc ia tion  Rem em brance Sunday Serv ice  was held on Sunday 8 November, in 
conjunction with the Posta l and Courier Depot Royal Engineers, 12 Com pany W om en 's  Royal Army 
C o rp s  and B (M iddlesex) Com pany, 6/7th (V) Bn The Q ueen ’s Regiment. The serv ice  was held in the 
Gym nasium , Inglis Barracks, M ill Hill, and the congregation was over 500.

T h is  se rv ice  w as fo llow ed by the cerem ony at the Regim ental W ar Memorial. Both serv ices were 
condu cted  by the Rev W .B. Pugh, C.F., W arden  R A C h D  Centre, B agsho t Park, ass isted  by D eaconess 
P.H. Masterman. Major P.A.D. S torie-Pugh read the Lesson.

Fo llow ing  the sound ing  of ‘Last Post' and ‘Reve ille ’ w reaths were laid by : Posta l and C o u r ie j^  
Depot RE, C o l R.N.R.P. James; Regim ental A ssocia tion , Lt-Col T.W . Chattey, Q BE; 12 C o m p a n j^

W om en ’s Royal Army Corps, Major R.E. Cornw ill; B  (M iddlesex) Com pany, 6/7th (V) Bn The Q ueen 's  
Regiment, Major P.A.D. Storie-Pugh; M ill H ill Branch. Captain W .H. Craydon; 9th Bn Branch, Mr. A. 
Barnham; H ow ns low  Branch, Major R. Thornton, TD, Korean C lub, Mr. R. Pile.

The Regim ental Assoc ia tion  Standard Bearer was Mr. S. Hurlock.

At the march past w h ich  fo llow ed the laying o f w reaths the salute was taken by C o l R.N.R.P. 
Jam es and Lt-Col T.W . Chattey, O BE . The Saluting Dais w as flanked by two M idd lesex Che lsea  

^  Pensioners, Sgt C. Painter and l/P  F. Worton.

™  The M idd lesex Regim ent contingent o f O ld  Com rades was com m anded by form er Sgt L.T. 
Plumb, w hose  loud and clear w ords of com m and insp ired our O ld  Com rades to march with pride.

The C hurch  co llection  amounted to £101 .50  and a cheque  for th is am ount has been forwarded 
^ p o  the Royal British Leg ion Earl Ha ig 's Poppy Appea l Fund.

After the parade a reunion w as held at the T.A. Centre, Deansbrook Road, Edgware.

2/1 0TH BATTALION (1914-18) REM EM BRAN CE SERVICE

The O ld  Com rades A ssoc ia tion  of the 2/10th Battalion held their annual Rem em brance Serv ice  
at St. N icho las ' Church, Ch isw ick , on Sunday, 8 November. The Serv ice  wh ich  w as well attended by 
O ld  Com rades, relatives and ‘Friends of the 2/10 th ’, was conducted  by the Rev. Patrick Tuft, V ica r of 
C h isw ick  and Honorary Chap la in  to the 2/10th Associa tion . Am ong those present were Lt-Col T.W. 
Chattey, O BE , President of the M idd lesex Regim ental A ssoc ia tion  (who read the Lesson), C o l and Mrs. 
A.S.J. de S. C layton and Major and Mrs. A.E.F. W aldron.

Poppy w reaths were laid on the Mem oria ls to the 1 /10th, 2/10th and 3 /10th Battalions, and on 
the Tab le t to past m em bers and ‘Fr iend s ’ o f the 2/10th O C A . After the Exhortation from Law rence 
B inyon 's ‘For the Fa llen ’, ‘Last Post' and ‘R eve ille ’ were sounded.

After the Serv ice  tea and refreshm ents were served in the Chu rch  Hall.

W e  set great store by this annual Serv ice  and appeal to anyone having affilia tions with the 2/10th 
Battalion or with the A ssoc ia tion  to join with us each year in perpetuating the memory of th is unit. En qu i­
ries shou ld  be sent to the Hon. Secretary at C leveland, Byes Lane, S idford, S idmouth, Devon.

A.D.S.

7TH BN -  REM EM BRAN CE SUNDAY

Th is  year the Serv ice  of Rem em brance was held at the Parish  C hu rch  o f the new  com bined

•  parish of St Mary with S t George, C ranley Gardens, on Sunday 8 November, where the C o lo u rs  of the 
7th Bn, the K ing 's  Co lo u r of the 25th Bn and the Co lo u r of The Ham pstead Vo lunteers are now  Laid Up.

The Serv ice  w as attended by a num ber of ex-members of the 7th Bn and a Detachm ent from B 
(M iddlesex) Com pany, 6/7th (V) Bn The Q ueen ’s Regiment, from Hornsey under the com m and of C ap t 
P.l. Roberts.

The B ook  of Rem em brance, 1939-45, of the 7th Bn w as p laced in the a is le  at the W es t end of the 
chu rch  so that it w as passed  by all attending the Service.

The  A ct of Rem em brance was led by Lt-Col D.E. S im pson, TD, saying the well known w ords 
“They shall grow  not o ld" from the altar steps, and after the S ilen ce  w reaths were laid on behalf of the 
7th Bn O ffic e rs  C lu b  by Maj M.J. Beaumont, TD; the Hornsey and Enfie ld D ieHard C lu b  by Mr. L. W o o d ­
man and by Capt P.l. Roberts for B (M iddlesex) Com pany, 6/7th (V) Bn The Q ueen 's  Regiment; the 
w reaths were laid at the foot o f the altar, as has been the custom  for many years.

Th is  w as the first Rem em brance Serv ice  o f the new com bined parish and afterwards a number of 
parish ioners expressed their p leasure in having both serv ing and ex-serving Territoria ls present.

The Rector, the Rev Geoffrey Seabrook told me that he hoped that w e had now  set the tradition for 
future years.

A  new chape l is shortly to be built at the church, w h ich  will becom e the 7th Bn W ar Mem orial

# Chapel, thus rep lacing the one that w e used to have in the o ld Parish  C hu rch  of St. Mary in Priory Road, 
Hornsey, before the chu rch  w as dem olished, and in w h ich  the Co lours, the Book  of Rem em brance and 
the Mem oria l S creen  w ill have a permanent home.

D.E.S.



7th MIDDLESEX OFFICERS CLUB

The 54th Annual D inner of the 7th M idd lesex O ffic e rs  C lu b  w e held at the TA  Centre, Priory Road, 
Hornsey, N8, on Thursday, 5th November, 1981.

Lt-Col J.D. G unne ll presided and the guests were : C o l A.C. Cole , Honorary Co lone l, 6/7th (V) Bn 
The O ueen 's  Regiment, Maj Gen B.P. Hughes, F/O  J.A. Rook and Major R.W.J. Smith. The fo llow ing 
m em bers attended : Maj M.J. Beaumont, Lt S.a. B lausten, 2 LT  A.M. Clement, Capt M.J.S. Doran, Lt D. 
Harwood. Maj S.L.J. Henshaw . Maj R.J. Leighton, Maj E.J. Nash, Lt P.J. Ottimo, Capt P.l. Roberts, Lt-Col
G .C.D. Scott-Lowe, Lt-Col D.E. Sim pson, Capt J.K.E. S lack, Capt J S pen cer R ichards, Maj P.A.D. S torie-^ p 
Pugh, C ap t D.O. M ansfie ld  Thomas, C o l D.R.W. Thom as, Maj F. W ebb, Lt D.K. W ray and Capt G.J. 
Young.

2/7th BATTALION OCA  %
Friday, 2 O ctobe r 1981, saw  us assem bled once  more at the V ictory C lu b  for our 35th Annual 

Reunion, under the cha irm ansh ip o f B rig  E.W .C. Flavell, w ho w as in his usual sp lend id  form.

W e  had hoped for an extra good turn-out for the 35th, but in the event w e managed just two more 
than last year, w ith a total attendance of 64. Th is  included C o l Robbins, whom w e were delighted to 
see, but w ho had nevertheless to obey doctor's orders and depart before w e sat down to our meal.

W e  had the good fortune to have C o l Chattey and Maj W a ld ron  as our guests and now  look upon 
them as o ld  friends. W e  are grateful to them for find ing the time to be with us.

In all, 36 m em bers sent their apo log ies wh ich  means that there was a total response  of 100, so 
next year I want to see  all 100 present - how about it?

Am ong the apo log ies w as one from D ick Merrell, who was off to France  on holiday. W ith his 
apology w as a poem w h ich  I understand may be reproduced e lsew here  in th is issue  and which  raised 
many a laugh when read to the assem bled company.

W e  had our se con d  best co llection  amounting to £220-50. A s  last year, it was dec id ed  to give 
£ 25  to the Regim ental A ssoc ia tion  and to put the ba lance to the Battalion Benevo lent Fund from which 
we send m odest sum s to som e o f our le ss fortunate old com rades as a rem inder that they are not 
forgotten. It w as a lso  de c id ed  to donate £ 7 5  to the Regim ental Museum  Trust.

A s  always, m em bers travelled from far and w ide to attend, and as so often happens two members 
came whom we had not seen from som e thirty years. Th is  time it was Maj Edward Kyte and Ted W oldt. 
Let’s hope so m eo f you can induce  som e other long-time absentees to com e along nextyearon Friday, 1 
O ctobe r 1982. See  you then.

R.H.T.

THE SAGA OF HOWKIN'S M ESS  TINS ^

by Dick Merrell

H ow k in s ’ dilem m a fills  me with dismay 
If Fairey* books him, he ’ll put him away.
It happened to T eb b s  after Anzio,
H e  lost a fork, so  he had to go.

Howkins, w e know, is a man of honour 
And  even then was fond of his conna.
A  resourcefu l man is what we find 
He on ce  laced his boots with bacon rind.

A  great character, full of fun
W e  shared the dangers of the laundry run.
From Bilney to Swaffham  and on the K ing 's  Lynn 
H ow kins w as there, com plete  with m ess tin.

H e  was reliable whatever the role 
And  for the battalion he played in goal.
And  after each match, espec ia lly  a win
Jacky w as there com plete  with m ess tin. *

I'm sorry to say he’s had such  a lon9 ? a " c e  
B ecau se  I rem ember com ing h o m e  through France.
H e  w as em braced by de G au lle  and duly kissed,
And  startled Jacky said “you must be p issed  .

And  in his haste to catch the train 
H e  left his m ess tins in the ram.
So I'm off to France to continue the search 
For the m ess tins he then left in the lure .

®  Th is  cha lleng ing task, I w ill not duck it.
If I m iss those tins I’ll bring him a bucket.

*C/Sgt Fairhead.

THE Q U EEN ’S REGIMENT

Four m apr Regim ental activities have occurred  s in ce  our las, bu lletin in th is N ew s le tte r:

O n 9-11 June, m assed Bands and Chums from ^ " J e ^ S o ^ B e a ^ R e t r e a t  oPn H orse
Drumm ers from The  U lster De fence  Regim e m usic ians The  9th w as “Q u een s ’s Regim ent
G uards Parade - a most im pressive d 's P>a!f by ‘L d Mayor, C o l S ir Ronald Gardner-Thorpe, G B E

^ D C U a “ ^
Com m onwealth Society. "Phu ilene” in

On 8 July, the 2nd Bn (from Q y 'n g .^ Jm ^ b e lt r n g ' and fixed bay0,;e t s h

R e p r e s e 9  tativ^partles from the " d s l ' n d  other o d  to9ok part and all were entertained to lunch

Art Ardhigty S h o w G ro u ^ (W e s t  ,^e parade8w e^ e^ m presse^ by^ e 'h lgh

^ r r a c ^

Tw o days later, the last o ld ¡Co lou rs o f 0“ r̂ ° rp ® ^ ê leS® K |n,t Regim ent Chu rch  at Maidstone, 

r z n ' i i r  e ven t^ a s  on“ l  August,

;Fercoend°S;anyd som e 2600 O ld  C om rades and their fam ihs en p yed  a

f f h e  I T t i - C r R l c h L ^ G i h a r M B E )  has settled down well in Fa llingboste l where the C o lo ne l of 

The Regim ent visited them at the beginning of September. , „ mhor

The 5th (V) B n ,w h ils t  ̂ A n n u a l c X ^ i n - C h i e f . 69

h^Nov^mberHhe ̂ n^ B n^ ave  C o l c h e s t e H o r  a^ix-mcmthunacci^mparued battalions^in

further ahead, both th a t.B a t,ab n  andI t h M a t  are due for two ^  ^

DEPOT TH E Q U EEN ’S DIVISION

In August I w as fortunate enough to be C o ^ "  Q ~
1st Battalion there in 1957/58^ My visit c o ’^ ^ y p i v e r s  w ere ansXered . A Landrover 
W h ils t standing bes ide  the road in E P'® ^P ’ ? b 9 c / S q t  s t e v e  H ow ick  stopped for me. Unaware that

I S tan l^ : : : r : : : : ^ : : Q u e e n s  Reg im en, W O s  & Sg ts Past and Presen t Dinner. Th is



C o lc h e s te ^ th rh o m T o f  r Q u e e n l rto n Cs r t u r d i t d 12C saS? n he 'd 31 HXderabad Barracks, 
inovation and I for one hope it w ill becom e an annual eptem *?®r 1981. Th is  is a most welcom e 
present but room for many more on future oc£as?ons. 6 W6re qU'te 3 few  ° ld D iehards

retirement on 28 O c t o b e M ^ ^ tS T e tu r i^ T t r B a s ^ in a h '  Batt,? lio.n ,ior several years left the army on 
O u t", 6 returned >o Bassingbourn  the fo llow ing day to be o ffic ia lly  “Dined

two years o n th T o f f ic e r !  M e s^ s ta ffh ^ h a sb eV n  Selected f  ° St'n?  'fS ° E !  C b n s t° P ber Broome. Aft A  
Co llege , Camberley. se lected  to work for Maj Gen Akehurst at the Sta“

o fcon ta rtw rth  th ^ re g im ln th e 'w ^ g fven  my name™s z w n tZ r t  w i s e n t ' 3 5  y fh fS Witi ° Ut 3" y '° ™
talking over his serv ice  with the M idd lesex Reqim ent Tom as h p l  f ,  more than an hou rtoge th^  
Cheste r oi 26 February 1942. In 1 943 he was transferred to the 2nd Bn  P r io r»  ? ■3S aD leha rd^
Regiment. He served with the reaiment in NnrmanrK, oow + ■ P rin cess  Lou ises Kensington
transferred ,o the R A S C  Lnd e v e n " ^ ^  1945 hetvas
the Sun new spaper and because of a heart m nH itinn ¡o r̂.i n ?  ' om w o rks as a com positer for

a ~ r Pe°umon meMany°W 3 ° ' " "  Re9'mente' ^ ^ “ 5 t° | |

accident! As“ ! h ^ ^ S l f p t a l S i ^ n d ^  ̂  ̂  ^  metW i,h 3 se™ as road 
to have an operation today 30  Novem ber and  ̂ L Nkelv to remi ,,-nto?n®,ve nare for twelve days. He is due 
add ress is - 12 M aes Derwen, Rhudd land C lw yd L L1 8 2 Y H  G eorne  s ° Ve'  Ch.r'stm as- G eorge 's 
a llowed to go home for Ch ris im as bu, has n 3 g o n e  back m,o hos9pdat ° W 03 me" d 3" d W3S

Capt Ken Beale.

HONG KONG

Garden^ Rentembrancfei^ity ̂ a^Ed^^jrqh^la^e^onn K°nd3 tiv^ kAU9US‘' 3‘ the Shr'"e °f tba
the liberation o f H ong Kong U

la y in g ^ e^ m o n y^ ^ m e ^ ced  TM^a.nv^nd^we^e^aid9 in^he ^ lo w i^ g  <^der^Unte0rS  ̂ "̂bew reatb

1. H K P O W  Assoc ia tion  : Chairm an, Mr. Ja ck  M itchell, ISO.

2. C om d Brit Fo rces : Maj G en J.L. Chapp ie , CBE .

3. H ong Kong Volunteer

Mem oria l Fund : Chairm an, Dr the Hon  S ir A lbert Rodriguese, C B E , ED.
4. The  Royal H ong Kong

Regim ent (The Volunteers) : The  Hon. C o l O sw a ld  Cheung, C BE , O C .
5. H ong  Kong Veterans

A ssoc ia tion  of C anada : Canad ian Com m ission.

6 . The  M idd lesex Regim ent (D CO ) : Ex Sgt C.D. Goddard, MM , B E M  1 st Bn
Form er H K P O W , Sham shu ipo 

7- The Royal Eng ineers : Mr. W .A. Melvin. Form er FE P O W , Sham shuipo.

8 . The  Royal H ong Kong Regim ent 
Vo lunteers A ssoc ia tion  : Lt-Col M.P. Barneby.

9. B.A.A.G. : Mr. W ilk ie  K. Wu.

10. The Royal B ritish Leg ion : Chairm an, C o l H.A. de Barros Botelho O B E  ED
11. S e con d  W orld  W ar Veterans

Assoc ia tion  : V ice  President, Mr. H. Chan. £

12. Ex G unners Roll of H ong Kong : Secretary, Mr. J.K. Dashwood.

The wreath laying was fo llow ed by the ‘Last P o s t’ played by bug lers o f the Royal H ong Kong 
Regiment, then came the two m inutes s ilence. P ipe r Neil Fin layson of the Q u een ’s O w n H igh landers 
played the lament ‘F low ers of the Forest' in memory of the Royal Scots, th is w as fo llow ed by ‘Reve ille ’ 
and the salute - three volleys from the firing party of the Royal H ong Kong Regiment.

W O N  J.A. Frost, BEM , former Diehard, serv ing as PSI to the Royal H ong Kong Regim ent (The 
^ V o lu n te e rs ) , inform s me that the visit to Hong Kong by Mr. D oug ie  G oddard  and Mr. Melvin w as w ithout 

doubt a trem endous su cce ss  and that the Royal H ong Kong Regim ent played a maor role in looking 
after and entertaining both these gentlemen. Thank you Vo lunteers your hospitality is much 
apprecia ted by the Regim ental Association .

W  WARRANT OFFICERS AND SERGEANTS PAST AND PRESEN T DINNER 1 982

The  Past and Present Sergeants M e ss  D inner will be held on Saturday, 11 Septem ber 1982, at 
H ow e  Barracks, Canterbury, and will be open to all serv ing and form er W O s  and N C O s  o f the Q ueen 's  
Regim ent and its found ing Regiments. Those  who have been com m issioned are e lig ib le  to attend.

The Co lone l of The  Q ueen ’s Regim ent and the Deputy C o lone l (Chairman of The  Q ueen 's  
Regim ental Association) hope, very much, that th is dinner will be even more su cce ss fu l than the one 
sponso red  by the 2nd Bn at C o lcheste r in 1981.

The maximum seating capacity is 270; it is therefore essentia l that those who w ish to attend 
shou ld  book now  through the C h ie f C le rk  (CSat D.S. Bailes), 1 Queen's, Canterbury, Kent (or ring 
Canterbury 5 74 11 /Canterbury Military, Ext 236).

T icke ts will be issued on ce  payment has been received. If seats are not availab le money w ill be 
refunded immediately.

The co st of the dinner, includ ing wine, w ill be £7. C heques  should be made payable to ‘Central 
Bank, 1 Q u een s ’ and must accom pany all app lications.

D ress : Lounge suits, no medals.

A ccom m odation - Lim ited overnight accom m odation is available. App lican ts  should state their 
requirem ents when warning in.

CH U R CH  PARADE AT THE ROYAL HOSPITAL, CH ELSEA .

O n ce  again m em bers of the Regim ental A ssoc ia tion  attended the C hu rch  parade and serv ice  
with the In Pens ioners of the Royal Hospita l on Sunday 11 October.

On parade were Lt-Col T.W . Chattey, P resident o f our Regim ental A ssocia tion , Major A.E.F.
^ ^ Va ld ron , Secretary, Major R.W.J. Smith, who as usual com m anded the parade of the old com rades for 

inspection by G enera l S ir Robert C. Ford, K C B , C B E , the new Governor o f the Royal Hospita l, and 40 
O ld  Com rades.

Mr. Stan H urlock  carried the Regim ental A ssoc ia tion  Standard.

After the service, w e moved to the Lad ies Room  in the Pens ion e rs ’ C lu b  where a buffet had been 
organised. Here w e met two of our own Pensioners, Fred W orton and G eo rge  Fulton. A  most enjoyable 
morning wh ich  I am sure was enjoyed by all.

ROYAL HOSPITAL, CH ELSEA , AND ROYAL STAR & GARTER HOME, RICHMOND.

The fo llow ing former m em bers of the Regim ent are resident in these  homes:- 

Royal Hospital, Che lsea.

Pte F J . C ater (6196246) Mx 1924-1934 Aged  71
1939-1946

L/C p l G.R. Fu lton (6974684) RIF 1921-1924 Aged  78
RIF 1926-1929
Mx 1938-1947



Sgt C.E. Painter (6189311) 

R e  A.W . Porter (490650)

Mx

Mx

1916-1936 Aged  81 

1914-1918 Aged  88

Pte F.W. W orton (16101 & 6908155) Mx 1915-1917 Aged  84
Labour C o rp s  1917-1919
Rifle  B de  1919-1922
W elsh  Regt 1923-1925
Mx 1925-1935

Royal Star & Garter Home, Richm ond.

Pte F.B. B low ers (6211727) Mx 1940-1944 Aged 64
R e  J.E. H illier (275) Mx (1 7th Bn) 1915-1917 Aged  98

REGIMENTAL M USEUM  ^

Curator, Major R.W.J. Smith, M BE, 12 Devonshire Road, M ill Hill, London N W 7  1 LL.

The  fo llow ing are recent acqu is itions for the Museum  :

M edal of Sgt. J. Griffiths, 77th Foot.

The medal for serv ice  during the Pen insu la  W a r 1808-1914 w as awarded to Sgt John Griffiths, 77th 
Foot, with bar C iudad  Rodrigo. The date o f presentation shown on the medal is 1 848. On ly 52 medals 
with Bar C iudad  Rod rigo  were issued.
The medal w as presented by Mrs. Mary W alker, Dene Acre, C ra ig  Penllyn, Cow bridge , S. G lam organ. 

M eda ls  o f Private H.E. Morton (42239), 2nd Bn.

The m edals of the late Private H.E. Morton (42239) con s is t of the Military Medal, B ritish W a r Medal and 
Victory Medal 1914-1919.
The Military Medal w as awarded for gallantry on 29 and 30 Novem ber 191 7, w h ilst serving with the 2nd 
Battalion at M osse lm arct N.W. of Passchendae le .
Presen ted by his son, Mr. G.D. Morton, 2 Roger Harvey House, Court Road, Malvern, W ore.

PERSONAL JOTTINGS

Mr. B.J. A skew  who served with the 9th Bn has moved from Harrow  to W estbury, W ilts. H e  tells me that 
they are very happy in their new home.

A  new member of the Regim ental A ssoc ia tion  is Ex Private H.T.W. Barter (621 6714). Details of his 
se rv ice  have been outlined by Capt Ken Beale  in his notes about happen ings at the Depot, Q ueen ’s 
D iv ision. Tom  Barter w as made a Freeman of the C ity of London on 1 March 1963. ^

A  recent co rresponden t was Mrs. F lora M. Bechet, daughter of that well known D ieHard, the late R S M ^  
Donoghue. She is still living in Palm a de Mallorca, Spain, and sends warm greetings and Happy New  
Yea r b le ss ing s  to all D ieH ards from m em bers of the ‘D onoghue ’ family.

Mr. Ern ie  C o le b e ck  has retired from his appointm ent as C h ie f C le rk  to B  (M iddlesex) Company, 6/7th 
(V) Bn  The  Q ueen 's  Regim ent at Edgware. W hen  the Regim ental A ssoc ia tion  o ffice  at Edgw are c losed  
on 31 D ecem ber 1977, Ernie w as carried a cro ss the passage  to the T A  office. H e  is now  on holiday in 
C anad a  with Daisy spend ing  the profits. W e  w ish them both a long and happy retirement.

Capta in  G eo rg e  C r ip p s  w as recently involved in a motor car acc ident and was badly injured. I am glad 
to say that he is making good p rogress and although still in plaster will, it is hoped, make a full recovery.

Major Pat Donovan w rites to tell me that the landlord of his local, The Chequers at Hutton, Essex, has 
opened the ‘D ieH ard  Bar’. Pat presented a p icture of Steady the Drums and Fifes, a Regim ental W a ll 
P laque  and a fram ed copy of the late Co lone l M. B row ne 's m essage to the 1 /8th Bn in 1941. These  
items are d isp layed  over the firep lace  in the bar. Pat, Jimmy W ild  and Tom  M cM illan  hold their A lbuhera 
ce lebrations each year in this bar so it has been well and truly christened. Pat w rites ‘N eed less  to say 
the O ld  and Bo ld  o f the Essex Regim ent had a lot to say but all is well now  and the picture, plaque, etc., 
are very much adm ired by all who use the D ieHard Bar. I was hoping to publish a photograph but it did 
not take to printing.

Another new member of the Regim ental Assoc ia tion  is Ex Private A.W . (Chunky) Francom b (6213440). 
H is period of serv ice  w as from June 1940 until Novem ber 1 945. He was posted to the 1 st Bn and D 
Com pany arriving on 10 April 1941 only to betaken P O W  on 25 D ecem ber 1941. He served his time in 
O saka Cam p. He will a lso  be rem embered for his antics with the Bn C once rt party.

I recently had a surprise  te lephone ca ll from form er Bandm aster C live  French w ho  after much serv ice  
as a D ieHard qualified as a Bandm aster and was appointed to the Royal Ham psh ire  Regiment. He 
retired in 1980 and moved to Chand le rs  Ford, Hants, w here he teaches music. I m ight add he 

^ o u rc h a s e d  a D ieHard tie.

^ ^ A /02  John Frost, BEM , Q ueen 's  Regiment, and a D ieHard, at present PSI to The  Royal H ong Kong 
Regim ent (The Volunteers), com pletes h is tour of duty in May 1982. He has been se lected  for 
promotion to W O I(RSM ) and posting to the U lster De fence  Regiment.
Thank you from all D ieHards for the wonderfu l work you and your fam ily have done  for the M idd lesex 

^ ^ agim en t during the past two years. W e  are indeed grateful.

Lt-Col R ichard Graham w ho assum ed com m and of 3 Q ueens  in August 1981 recently visited 
B eck lingen  W ar Cem etery situated between H ohne and Soltau, North Germany. H e  p laced a poppy on 
the grave of a DieHard, Major P.A.R. Anson, who was killed on 20 Septem ber 1 944, w h ilst serv ing with 
the A irborne Forces.

Mr. Jam es G. H illier was admitted to the Royal Star & Garter Hom e for D isab led Sailors, So ld ie rs  and 
Airmen, R ichm ond, Surrey, on 8 July 1981. He served as No. 275 Private J.G. H illier, 1 7th (Football) Bn 
from 11 O ctobe r 1915 to 1 August 191 7, and was d ischarged  unfit for further se rv ice  ow ing  to war 
wounds. He is alm ost blind and deaf but very cheerfu l. H e  is 98 years of age. Mr. A.R. Drane very kindly 
visited him on behalf of the Regim ental A ssoc ia tion  on 22 Septem ber 1981.

Major Kim H oness  sends his regards to all o ld friends.

Mr. A.G. Horne who served with the 1 st Bn 1946-52, in c lud ing Korea, is now  back in U.K. for possib ly  
the next 2.1 /2 years. He works for the Foreign O ffic e  and has recently com pleted tours in B ru sse ls  and 
Jakarta.

Mr. F.G. Hutch ings, Ex W 0 2  Support Com pany, 7th Bn tells me that he is a co lle c to r of m ilitaria and is 
very interested in our regimental museum. He sends  his regards to all O ld  C om rades o f the regiment 
wherever they may be.

The  Rev. G uz  Jones who was Chap la in  to the 1 st Bn in H ong Kong and Korea has been posted after 21 
years.as V ica r of St. Cuthberts, Wem bley. A s  you know  he very kindly condu cts  our annual A lbuhera 
Serv ice  at St. P au l’s  Cathedral and the Field of Rem em brance Serv ice  at W estm inster. He has been 
appointed to the Parish of Ripley, Nr. W oking . I suppose  one cou ld  say he has not escaped  our ‘net’ nor 
we his ‘net’. I have heard that he plans a long stay at R ip ley - another ‘pontoon ’ in mind.

Capt Ian Kyle-M ilward who served with the 1 st Bn in Korea w as a recent co rrespondent and told me of

#he p leasant mem ories he ho lds o f serv ice  with the regiment. Sad ly his youngest son, now aged 1 9, 
»/as injured in a car acc ident and is con fined  to a wheel chair for the rest o f his life. Ian lives at Newquay, 
Cornwall.

Lt-Col M ike Legg, now  The  Defence  Attache, B ritish Embassy, Vienna, te lls me that life is good, the 
natives are friendly, the work interesting, V ienna a most c iv ilised  p lace  to live and that the so c ia l life is 
good. S oun ds like paradise.

A  recent new spaper read : An 86 year old Battle of the Som m e veteran has died from his wounds. Mr. 
G eo rge  Joseph  Linthwaite, of M ansfie ld  Road, South Croydon, who w as gassed  tw ice  and received 
shrapnel w ounds as a Private with the 1 6th M idd lesex Regiment, died ‘a victim of the K ing ’s enem y’, it 
was recorded yesterday at his inquest in Croydon. A  retired toolmaker, he had a de fect in the skull 
caused  by a shrapnel w ound and long standing lung d isease  from gass ing , sa id Dr. Ru fus Crom pton, a 
pathologist.

Mr. R.K. (Monty) Lowe, now  living at Ryde, Isle o f W ight, sends his best w ishes to all his ‘O ld  Pa ls ' o f the 
1 /7th and 9th Bns.

Mr. T ich  M e llor w ho does a lot o f voluntary work for the C hesh ire  Foundation te lls me that two of the 
voluntary am bulance drivers are D ieHards. O ne  is Fred W orley  w ho lives at A lbuhera  C lo se  and the 
other is Derek M ed land  who served with the 1st Bn in Austria.

^^Major R.E.B. (Ron) Morris, recently retired has obtained employm ent with Ham m ersm ith C ou n c il as



^ r g e ncy P lann ing O fficer. Ron was Q M  of 1 Mx, 4 Q ueens and 1 Q ueens during the period March 
yb b  to June 1977. T h is  w as fo llow ed by a staff appointm ent with Berlin G arrison and finally as Q M  

Depot Q ueens  Division. W e ll done  and all good w ishes to you and your family with no em ergencies.

Major G eo ff Norton is due for retirement in May 1982. H e  has been offered an R.O. post with R H Q  Para 
and w ill probably move back to Ham pshire.

Ex Sgt C harle s  Pa inter (6189311), aged 81 years was admitted to the Royal Hospital, Che lsea  on 24 
August 1981 H e  served with the regiment from Novem ber 191 6 to August 1936. W hen the second  
♦k°  D A ^ u  i 6 ° Ut reP*'e  ̂*° an advertisem ent ca lling for m achine gun instructors and he io in e A  
the RAF. H e  left in 1 954  but because  o f his experience was quickly ‘en lis ted ’ by the A ir Train ing C o rp s  
as an instructor at evening and w eekend sess ions. Charlie  Painter com es from a family with a lonq 
history of se rv ice  in the Arm ed Forces. H is great-grandfather fought at W aterloo, his father was a 
so ld ie r fo r 34 years and h is brother, the late R S M  Jack Painter, was a D ieHard for 36 years.

Major Barry Reed is o ff to Hong Kong on the 14 January on a bu s iness trip.

M ajor C e c il S co tt acts as Honorary L ia ison O ffic e r for the Army Benevolent Fund and visits hom es for 
ex se rv ice  personnel over various parts of the country, includ ing Scotland, w h ich  keeps him fairly busy.

A  new ly enro lled  mem ber o f our Assoc ia tion  is Ex L/C p l B. Scu lpher (6923515). H is period of serv ice  
' i aS i r2D- 1 940  t0 O ctobe r 1 946. H is serv ice  com m enced with the R ifle  Brigade, then on to
the K R R s  eventually jo in ing the 2/7th Bn and B Com pany in 1942 with whom he served until 
dem obilization.

Mr. Fred Shepherd  has recently been admitted to hospital. W e  w ish him a speedy recovery.

C o lo ne l Ronald Sherbrooke-W alker w rites to say that he is very sorry that he cannot attend the various 
fun ction s nowadays as he is not as mobile as he used to be but the D ieHards Newsletter keeps him in 
touch with peop le  and events. He sends his greetings to all fe llow  D ieHards.

I recently had a letter from an o ld D ieHard who has been a resident at the Royal B ritish Leg ion M aurice  
House, W es tga te  on Sea, Kent, s in ce  1973. He is Edward Smith who enlisted in the 1 7th (Footballers) 
Bn and w as later posted to the 3rd Bn. He is now  89 years of age. H e  te lls me he was em ployed by the 
I rueform Boot and Shoe  Com pany for 45  years and at one time managed 3 shops. He a lso had five 
brothers w ho  served in the regim ent during the first world war.

A  recent co rresponden t w as C S M  Tom Steward who told me that Steffie  and him self had enjoyed their 
trip to Ch ina, H ong Kong and M acau earlier this year. They are spend inq the Christm as and New  Year 
in Vienna.

C o lone l Max Sum m ers wrote to tell me how  sorry he was that he would be unable to attend the Field of 
Rem em brance  Serv ice  at W estm inste r and very kindly send a ‘Defaulters C h equ e ’ towards the co st of 
the function. Thank you for your very generous gesture.

Mrs. Kathleen Taggart, w idow  of Lt-Col E.L. Taggart, M C . who d ied in 1976 wrote to say how  sad s h *  
w as to hear of the death o f Brig Baker. She  wrote ‘W ith the pass ing o f the B rigad ier I feel I have lost t h ^  
last link with the o ffice rs  o f the 2nd Battalion The M idd lesex Regim ent of W o rld  W ar 1 My husband 
being with the B rigad ier at the O ccupa tion  of Douai and Passchendae le , they were great friends, a lso 
my husband being Secretary o the ‘O ffice rs  Reun ion D inner’ for so  many years. I had the honour of 
m eeting them all and what w onderfu l and loyal fr iends they were.’.

Maj G en  S ir John and Lady W illoughby attended the G lovers ’ Com pany Livery and Lad ies D inner held 
at the M ans ion  H ouse  on 20 O ctobe r 1981. They were guests of the Master, Major Barry Reed.

Ex Private R.A. W ilson  (22153828) has joined the Regim ental Associa tion . He w as a National 
Serv icem an June  1 949  to June 1951. H e  served in Korea with the 1 st Bn in the S ignal Platoon, B and D 
Com pan ies. H e  now  w orks as a com positor.

M r J_en W oodm an, 1 /7th Bn sent me som e very interesting photographs of the M ilsbeek W ar Cem eterv 
at G E M E N E B E S T . T hese  w ill in due cou rse  be passed  on to the Regim ental Museum.

OBITUARY

It is w ith deep  regret that we have to announce the fo llow ing have died :

B A K E R  -  O n  13th O ctobe r 1981, Ex CpI Stanley Baker (2852), aged 86 years.
H e  served with the 2/7th Bn 1914-18. H e  had been a member of the Regim ental A ssoc ia tion  fo r#  
many years. W

B tN N b IT

i f  V " 9,h 8" —  '"*• and
whom he saw  serv ice  in the Dardane lles r a m n a in n J i P ° Sted t0 the 2/10,h Bn with 
served at M esopotam ia and in 1 9 1 9  on ïh ^ N o  r h t«  V I  posted back to the 9th Bn and 
The 9th Bn O ld  Com rades A s s n r i J L  ?  °  ^  W es t F ™ntier of India, 

in its inception. In 1960 he becam eTreasurer and r  ( " f 9 2 L andr,T ? m Bennett took an active part 
be sadly m issed. H e  leaves a w idow  who is now bîinri  ̂ M n  m1|s duty until his death. H e  will

0  keep ing in c lo se  touch with Mrs. Bennett 9 e rs ' ,he B ranch Secretary, is

C AR VagteLd _93°ye1a1rsh Septem ber 19^  M ai° r C harle s  Frederick Carvell (L9832, 6188415 , 36344)

0  and u p \o  their d ls b a n y m e n ^ in ^ ^ Q ^ n 'im h  s '*  ? ” bh and dü r' n9 the Flrst W orld  W ar
▼  Quarterm aster com m ission w iih the R o v S S u s s e x R ^ ?mbe/  1 ? 2 6  he was 9ranted a R e 9 ular

on 1 0 th Septem ber 1 940. 9 irrent, retiring as a Major Quarterm aster

Major R.W.J. Sm ith represented the regiment at his funeral.

C LA R K E  -  On 14th Novem ber 1981, M rs Ivv C larke  . . . j  o .
Ivy C larke  w as the w idow  of Major L F C larke n 'rrm  I  y| ar!.'
C la rke  was a great stalwart of the W O s  a n d 'S o t l B ranch d ° n t 1̂e ,8th JanuaT  1960. Ivy 
functions. 9 B ranch and regularly attended regimental

GILYASr e o With ,h e  2 0 ‘ h and 2nd
GILYAs7d,y he” was aged 83 years.

^949^56CeB a n d $Sgt* 1S9^°and^a^er p rc^ m ^ e^^ ^ ^ na^ e ^  d .^ th Bn
and Bandm aster 1 958-63. dmaster. H ighgate S choo l C C F , Caretaker

IRVING -  On 7th Septem ber 1981, Mr. R ichard Irvinq (L14109) aoeri R 7

h!s 'death *,8 t0 tbe R°ya , Star and Garter Hom e on 14th June^ 965^vWiere he rem ained until

Mr. A.R. Drane represented the regiment at his funeral.

L A p RAIK -  O n  3rd Novem ber 1981, Captain Doug las Fairlie LaDraik D FC

♦  E gyp t a n d ^ a je s t in e ^ M r .^ D ^ S ^ u ^ a m o ’re .b l^ e ^ id e lr to t'th e ’^ O ^ th ^ O C A *  ^ lj|ib ro u ? /1°M Î,B u v *a ’

G uernsey and information about h is de^ h c a m ït o  m^ from L F C o i’E^ne'sfshan'ks!^6 «

Served with the^l/7th Bn' 1^40-46*6H isCson teHs^neîh*~fh S (f6209236 )' a9 ed 6b years, 
been a D ieHard and to have served with the 51st H ighland'"Sf;iŝ always very P rou d ‘ °  bave

M A S °79 ; e° ns 28,h JUly 1 9 8 1  ' EX W ° "  (C S M > M cK en z ie  M ason (20101 and 6190630), aged

the East Surrey9 R eg im e n T a f K ingston 1beina d isc h "  D ep°': his last Posting w as as PSI to
posse ss ion  of (he fo llow ing medafs - ' De  ence  and X r  M e d 7  1 94 5 ' H e  w as
gratuity. Major R .W J. Smith, M BE, attended h is funera l the M S M  with

MCEWHAeNrn m m e2 9 ,d h J9USt 1981 ' Capta,n W illiam  M cEwan, aged 70 years.

Centre. 1^1941 ' he w ^ l e S d  to ^ te n d ^ T o 'O C T U ^ n d H iu h e  2 “d ^ f '! h  GUn T ra 'nm9

0  p p z t i i ï  h^w^s dfscharged'in  Novem berV945°He^ w asb ŜVh’ '0 !’ 5 s ' a«
W  Maj G en  C.M.M. M an represented the reg im en?a. his fu n e r2  ^  ° °  maStera" B la irA tho "-



M E R L O C K  -  O n  24th January 1981, Ex Private Henry (Olaf) M e r|ock (6 7 0 0 5 6 5 ) aged 68 yeare.
H e  enlisted on 6th February 1933 and on com pletion o f recruit t u n in g  l° 'n®d htd?s  £  ,
C o lchester. H e  was posted to the 1 st Bn in Novem ber 1935 being a _ draft of P O W s
d ra ff O la f w as taken P O W  with the 1 st Bn in 1941 and w as a member of the first dratt ot k u  
fo b e m o v e d fro m H o n g K o n g  to Japan. Repatriated to the U K  in 1945 he was finally d ischarged 

on 6th O ctobe r 1950.

M O R A N  -  O n  8th June 1981, Ex Sgt Jam es W illiam  Moran (6203237) agecI 6 2 ,
He  en listed 4th Septem ber 1936 and after recruit training jo ined the 2nd B n  and on ^  
Se p tem b e r1938 w as posted to the 1 st Bn in Hong Kong. On the 1 2th Novernbe^H1941 he le fttee 
1 st Bn and Hono Konq with a spec ia l draft resu lting in him seeing serv ice  in India with the K U T  u  
In d Q u e e n 's  to y a l R eg im ent He arrived back in UK on 20th February 1 944, being transferred to 
the Reserve on 1 7th May 1946. On 14th August 1947 he re-enlisted and was posted tci the 
Depot In 1 953 he was posted to the 1st Bn in Austria and in 1955 rejoinedI the Depot and a f  
43 davs was posted back to the 1st Bn then in Cyprus. He w as finally d ischarged  ° n J ° ™

Decem ber 1960. Jim Moran, a very good boxer, w as d ®s,," edT*°^ e t? eN ? B2X  H^aVv w ifq h t  
O ctobe r 1950 he was beaten very narrowly on points by R e  Tock, the A B A  Hea y 9 
Cham p ion and then by E. Danks the Northern C oun ties  Cham p ion and lost the Army Heavy 
W e loh t Cham Dionshipy by the same margin. He cam e on the boxing scene  after he war at a 
difficu lt age for a boxer • over 30. He gave the regiment a lot of glory and enjoyment and w e are 
proud of his achievem ents. Jim w e salute your memory.

P IK E  -  O n  28th August 1981, Capta in  E.J. Pke, aged 66 years.

^ eomCpamnvenA r t e e Souteteaek o f M ’t ^ ' 2 /8̂ B T ^ t r m e d * a b o u n d  B and D 
Com pan ies from the 8th Bn. Ernie P ike  moving over with B' Com pany server 
With the Bn On the 28th May 1942 the 2/8th Bn assum ed the title 2/8th and Kesuscita tea  i st 
Battalion He w as promoted W O N  (CSM ) on 19th February 1944. In 1946 he w as stationed aX 
R endsburg  with the 1st Bn and he signed  a regular engagem ent for 12 years^ A  htt e later B 
Com oanv becam e the Dem onstration Com pany at W arm inster. He w as promoted W O I (RSM) on 
¿ 1 s 7 A u a u s U  954  and was posted to the 7th Bn at Hornsey. In 1957 he was granted a Short
Serv ice  Quarterm aster Com m iss ion  and w as posted to the Aden  r̂o ‘ e c ' 0,'a,®¡th®a oSstinq to 
1959 ioined the 7th Bn, th is time as Quartermaster. T h is  w as fo llow ed in 1961 with a posting to 
the Rth Bn A frican R ifles  and on com pletion of his tour of duty in 1963 jo ined the Hom e Counties 
B r i c a d e D e p o H i s  "toy w as short and he w as posted to the 3rd (TA) Bn The Border Regim en 
a n if  eventual retirement in 1965. For a number of years he w as a member of the Regim ental

Er°nieP?tewasCaTe™  staunch and true D ieHard. He was intensely loyal, reliable and respected 
o fficer beloved by those with whom he served. He leaves a w idow , E rica  and two sons,

The^egintentvva^tei^tesented at his funeral by C o l W .D. Ellis, Major A.E.F. W a ld ron  and Mr. W ^  

G ou ld  fo rm e r C S M  with the 2/8th Bn).

S A LM O N  -  O n  18th August 1 981, Capta in  A.H. Salmon, aged 85 years ___
C a o ta n  Salm on saw  serv ice  with the H A C  (Inf - 2nd Bn) and M ach ine  Gun C o rp s  1914-18 
O n  2 0 th O ctobe r * 9 3 9  he w as com m issioned to the M idd lesex Regim ent and promoted

A eann d ^  C o m p a n t s  Kensfngtons gam e to the last, but X ’ith the d ice  loaded to heavily against 
them la id dow'n theh arms8 and a Ma%r Genera l Rommel (whom the A llie s  were to hear of again 
later)', com m anding a Germ an armoured division, drove into the tow n .. 

o a d i  \a/ii i i a m q  -  O n  30th SeDtember 1981, Captain Thom as Sarl-W illiam s, aged 91 years.
S A ^ a o t a n T S a r  * 1 s e ^ e T w  th our 16thPPub l,c S ch oo ls  Bn in the 1914-18 W ar. He was 

w oSnded three tim es and wrote a history of the 16th Pu b lic  S ch oo ls  Bn wh ich  he presented to

He w a s ^ ^ ry  h^ hly e s ^ m e d  mernber o f tee C ity  o f C ftesten Chester'hTs’ vaHed t l v i t i e s

M  United Chantie s  Society a £

Trustee  of the C heste r M un ic ipa l Charities.

He w as for very many years a member of our Regim ental Association .
Lt-Col H.A.A. Howell, now 83 years of age, a former member of the regiment and him self Mayor of
C hester 1965-66, attended the Mem orial Serv ice  and represented the Regiment.

OBITUARY

Lieutenant Colonel Arthur Harris Linsell Sugden,

^  New Zealand Staff Corps and sometime 2nd Battalion The Middlesex Regiment (DCO)

Those  who served with th is universally popu lar New  Zealand o fficer will be much saddened  by 
new s of his death in the spring of th is year at Taradale, Napier, aged 8 6 . Before  the war he had spent 
two years on secondm ent in India serv ing for a period on active serv ice  on the North W es t Frontier and

f |th 2nd M idd lesex in M adras from whom he was, so to speak, married to his w ife  W in ifred  in 1929. He 
as seconded  for a further period in the mid-thirties, attending cou rses  in the United K ingdom  and 
again serving with the 2nd Battalion.

O n returning to New  Zealand he was appointed C h ie f Instructor in Sm all Arm s at the military 
cam p of Trentham and on the outbreak of war he played a leading part in the O ffic e r  T ra in ing 
oganisation.

In Decem ber 1941, on the outbreak of the Japanese W ar, he w as given com m and of the New  
Zealand 37th Battalion, wh ich  he com m anded with great d istinction in the South W es t P a c if ic  theatre. 
He will perhaps be best remembered by O ld  Com rades in his Hom e Country by his part in the recapture 
from the Japanese of the So lom ans Island of Vella Lavella during Septem ber 1943. Here an U.S. Army 
D ivision, having su cceeded  in gaining a footho ld on that island, rapidly got into d ifficu lties and was 
fo rced onto the defensive. Co lone l Su gdens  battalion with the 34th Battalion landed as reinforcem ents 
and together at on ce  took the offensive in a p incer movement round the coast on each side  of the is land 
in a series of outflanking moves, with the alm ost non-existant support of landing craft; and w ithin two 
w eeks had driven the last Japanese so ld ie r o ff the island.

During th is operation, by chance, the writer found h im self in an assau lt landing craft with C o lo ne l 
Sugden, the last o cca s io n  o f having travelled together being m arching with B  Com pany dow n the 
unend ing road from S tockbridge  to Sa lisbury during pre-war manoeuvres.

During th is cam paign C o lone l Sugden contacted ch ron ic  am oeb ic dysentry from which he never 
fully recovered, though he was able  to fu lfill h is long desire  of settling in a home of his own w ith his 
fam ily and his garden and adored flowers. He was given a military funeral, and is survived by h is wife, 
four children, twenty grand ch ild ren and one great-grandchild.

STON E ON VICTORIA PEAK, HONG KONG

0  For many years a large stone engraved 25th Battn M idd lesex Regt, “Tyndarous” Feb  6 th 1917, 
nas existed on the s ide  o f the road at V ictoria Peak, H ong Kong. To the many visitors and passers by the 
inscrip tion  as always rem ained a mystery.

The Antiqu ities and Monum ents Section of the H ong Kong Urban Se rv ices have de c id ed  that a 
brass p laque shou ld  be mounted on the stone g iving the history and background and that the 
inscription  w ou ld  be in Eng lish  and Cantonese. The  M idd lesex Regim ent C ap  B adge  is show n at the 
top of the brass p laque and the inscription reads :

THE MIDDLESEX REGIMENT

Th is  stone w as erected by Lieutenant Co lone l John W ard, Com m and ing O fficer, in memory of 
those men of the 25th Battalion, The M idd lesex Regiment, who d ied w hen the troopsh ip  
T Y N D A R E U S  struck a Germ an mine off C ape  Agulhas, South Africa, on 6 th February 1917. The 
Battalion had em barked in England and were en route for Hong Kong to carry out garrison duties. 
There is no doubt that the exemplary conduct of all ranks after the a cc iden t contributed in 
cons iderab le  m easure to the M aster's ability to prevent his sh ip  from sink ing with further lo ss  of 
life.

The 1st Battalion of the Regim ent subsequently  fought with d istinction  during the de fence  of 
H ong Kong -  Decem ber 1941.



The unveiling cerem ony took p lace  on 28 Septem ber in pouring rain. Bug lers from The Royal 
H ong Kong Regim ent (The Volunteers) sounded the Last Post; C o lone l J.G.W . Davidson, The Q ueen 's 
Regiment, then made a short speech  giving the history o f the incident before unveiling the plaque. The 
bug lers then sounded  Reveille. Apart from members of the Hong Kong Governm ent and the Antiqu ities 
and M onum ents Department as well as som e members of the public, Lt-Col M.P. Barneby the 
Com m and ing O ffic e r and others of The Royal Hong Kong Regim ent (The Volunteers) were also 
present. The latter in c luded W 0 2  Frost w ho originally en listed into the M idd lesex Regim ent and is 
currently a PSI with The  Volunteers.

Col j.G.W. Davidson and W02 John Frost. BEM after the unveiling of the Tyndareus

Memorial Stone.

M IDDLESEX REGIMENT GOLFING SOCIETY -  AUTUMN MEETING

T h is  meeting w as held on Tuesday, 6 O ctobe r 1981, at the North Hants G o lf C lub, Fleet. The
detailed results, each over 18 holes, were as u n d e r :

S T A B L E F O R D  F O U R S O M E S  (morning)
S core

Lt-Co l T.W . Chattey and Capt P.S. Ingham 37
(W inners Jay Cup)

Maj A.R. B is se t and C ap t R.J.Tarrant 31
(Runners-up)

Mr. and Mrs. D. M ile s 30
Maj P.D.H. M arshall and Lt P.H. Skinner, RN V R 30
Mr. A. Torrie  and Mr. E. Johnson 24
Maj H.E. C o u ch  and Maj W .H. G rogan 23

S T A B L E F O R D  S IN G LE S  (Afternoon)

Capt P.S. Ingham (W inner Horton Cup) 29
Lt-Col T.W. Chattey (Runner-up) 27
Maj H.E. C ouch  24
Mr. D. M ile s  23
Maj W .H. G rogan  NR
Mr. A. Torrie NR

^ M a j  P.D.H. Marshall NR
V - t  P  H. Skinner, RN V R  NR

Mr. C. Murphy NR
Mr. E. Johnson NR
Capt R.J. Tarrant NR

.^fcaj A.R. B isse t NR

The afternoon sess ion  w as marred by a sustained down pour wh ich  flooded  the cou rse  and 
caused  the ‘N R ’s ’ to run for the C lubhouse . The four com petitors who carried on regard less were the 
heros of the day and deserved the app lause they received on “sw im ming" into the C lubhouse . Before  
asking Mrs. M erle M ile s  to present the prizes Lt-Col Tom Chattey thanked everyone for the continued 
support that they gave to the meeting. O u r numbers were down but apo log ies w ere rece ived from the 
fo llow ing members -  Brig God frey Lerw ill, C o l Aymar Clayton, Charlie  and Nora Hold ford, Doug 
Matthews, Capt Don C arson  and his son Peter, John Tarrant, C o l John Shipster, C o l Ian Burrows, Tom 
Jones, Lt-Col Hugh Lohan, C o l Max Sum m ers and our thanks for the sponso r cheque  that he kindly 
sent. Sadly Lt-Col John W orton was unable to be with us as his w ife .Tossie , has not been well for som e 
time and John was nurse, cook, etc. T oss ie  we send our best w ishes for a speedy recovery and we do 
hope to see you at the Spring Meeting. Lt-Col Norm an C layden ca lled  in before leaving with Jean on a 
bu s iness trip. I believe he w as looking for the bear on Hackney Marshes.

W e  look forward to seeing you all at the Spring Meeting.

C O R R ESPO N D EN CE

W e  can all be proud of the letter be low  from Lieutenant Co lone l Rex Fend ick, a Canad ian O ffic e r 
w ho served with our 2nd Battalion in Norm andy and thereafter during 1 944 and 1945 under a schem e 
known as C A N L O A N , by wh ich  the Canad ian Army loaned so many o fficers to us, who proved second  
to none. At th is time all Canad ian O ffic e rs  knew that capture by any Germ an S S  Unit meant certain 
execution in revenge for the Canad ian raid on D ieppe in August of 1942. W ill any who knew Rex 
Fend ick  p lease write to him as he has asked. He would so apprecia te  it.

From: Lieutenant Co lone l R.F. Fendick, C.D.,
RR2, Hampton, New  Brunsw ick,
Canada E O G  1ZO.

20th September, 1981

It was a great surprise  to receive your letter in response  to my recent donation to the Museum  
fund. W h ile  I had no idea my gratuitous questions w ou ld  prompt any reply, I am de lighted that you have 
taken the trouble.

I’m not sure you or others of the Regim ent can quite apprecia te  the attachm ent w h ich  I feel for The 
Regim ent and those with whom I served. W hen the Can loan schem e cam e up, those  of us who 
volunteered were for the most part serv ing in (second line) units, in Hom e D e fen ce  Ro le  (which in 
C anada in those days meant little but boredom). The B ritish Regim ents, with w h ich  we served in action 
becam e our real military home, and I suppose  no sold ier, in c lud ing long se rv ice  Regu lars, can ever 
have the same feeling for any other unit after he has been a member in action. A s  you probably know, we 
C A N L O A N  have form ed our own associa tion, and our R eun ions continue to acknow ledge  and 
com m em orate our B ritish Regim ents and D iv is ions in a very positive fash ion. I'm sure you will find  no 
stronger spirit in any of the Regim ental A ssoc ia tion s  in Britain than is dem onstrated by our m em bers on 
behalf of all the Regiments, at our gatherings.

Th is  is just by way of expla ining why I take such  an interest in any do in gs of The M idd lesex of 
wh ich  I can hear, at th is distance. I only w ish  I cou ld  be c loser, and participate directly. But I’ll always 
presum e to cons ider myself a D ieHard. 

a  Y our background on The Museum  w as most interesting, and I hope you will be able  to continue 
^Ptvith the exclusive Regim ental establishm ent at B ruce  Castle. It is a fine Mem oria l to the Regiment, and



deserves every effort to ensure  its continua l life. Those  w ho have worked to create and maintain it have 
made a trem endous contribution to the Regiment.

Again, many thanks for your most considerate  letter. If in your contacts with old D ieHards, you 
earn o any w ho served with me in 2nd Bn, 4 4 -45 ,1 w ou ld  be delighted to hearfrom  them o rto  see them 
it they are com ing to th is part o f the world.

M ost sincerely,

Rex Fend ick  

From: Co lone l W .D. Ellis, O BE , TD, DL,
Lea Barn,
W in ter Hill,
Cookham  Dean, Berks.

19th November, 1981
Dear Editor,

1,°̂  ^ eJ^ ue * received a letter from Pau l Franc ia  who volunteering in 1 942 was posted to the
M idd lesex Young  So ld ie rs  Battalion and then to 2/8th and resuscitated 1 st Battalion seeing active 

se rv ice  with them in Norm andy as a No. 2 on the 4.2-inch Mortar in D Company. During the static period 
c lo s in g  up on to the M aas he w as sent to an optha lm olg ist and w as evacuated to U.K. being blind in one 
eye. In 1959 he lost the sight of his other eye and entered St. Dunstans for rehabilitation. There he took 
a degree  and becam e a Sen ior Lecturer. H e  is now  turning to writing and is research ing in to the role of 
D Com pany 1 Mx in the 1944/45  North W es t Europe Cam pa ign and the part of the 4.2-inch Mortars.

I have given him the add ress of Capt J.H. Gerrard, C B E , M C , who has just retired from the 
position  o f Deputy Com m iss ione r Metropolitan Po lice  but he would like to hear from anyone e lse  who 
can  relate any personal experiences during th is period. H is add ress is: Cannon  G reen Lodqe, 10 
B lount Road, Pem broke Park, Portsmouth, Hants P O l  2TD.

You rs sincerely,
Desm ond E llis

Ed ito r -  To  the form er m em bers o f D Com pany, put on your thinking caps, and do help if you can.

From: L.M.F. Dyer,
I.D.A. Education Project,
Private Bag 315,
Ch ich iri,
Blantyre 3, Malawi.

31 July 1981

Dear Major W aldron,

You may w ish  to forward the en c lo sed  photo to Sgt Kehoe ’s next of kin shou ld  you be able  to 
locate  them. A s  you may know I have lived in Malaw i for 1 2 years or so, and it w asn ’t until recently that I 
d iscovered  the g^ave of th is fe llow  DieHard.

The  grave is situated in a delightfu l little cemetery in Zamba, the capito l of Nyasaland, and the 
home o f the K.A.R s now the Malaw i R ifles. A ll the graves are very well maintained, and when I first 
found th is cem etery the entire ground w as covered with fallen b lossom s which looked really beautiful, 
unfortunately I d id not have my cam era with me on that occasion.

W ith  your approval I w ou ld  like to p lace  a Poppy wreath on the grave next Arm istice  Sunday and 
in scr ibe  it from ‘A ll D ieH ards o f the O .C .A .’, naturally this w ill be at my expense.

You rs sincerely,
L.M.F. Dyer.

Ed itor's comment: Can  any reader give me any information about the late 1 784978  Sgt J. Kehoe 
The M idd lesex Regim ent attached K ing ’s A frican  R ifles. D ied 27 June 1946, aged 32 years. H is Army 
num ber is one that w as a llocated to the Royal Artillery. L.M.F. Dyer served as 62061 62 2/8th and 1 st 
Bn and w as known as ‘Deadly Dyer’.

Perm iss ion  w as granted for the laying o f a Poppy wreath.

From: Mr. D. Matthews,
64  Albuhera C lose,
Lavender Hill,
Enfield, Mx.

Dear Major W aldron,

I was a bit apprehensive about taking my wife, Mary, to Hong Kong after see ing several film s and a 
series on T.V. about the work of the Hong Kong Po lice . I had booked with P  & O  for flight by Cathay 

^ | ir l in e s  and bed only at Lee Gardens and neither cou ld  have been better. A  bonus that all v isitors get 
^ ^ ntil March 1 9 8 2  when their attachment to the Royal Hong Kong Regim ent is over is the help of W 0 2  

John Frost, Marion and their two young lads, R ichard and M ichael. O ther v isitors have sung their 
pra ises and both Mary and I are only too happy to join the chorus. They really are superb and contribute

«much to make your visit so enjoyable.

O ther people  have said how much as changed but I found it for the better. G on e  are dozens o f 
k ids begging at every corner. A lm ost gone are old men and women rattling an old tin for coppers. The 
city is still full of people  but they are a younger generation, smart and clean and as usual seem  to be 
running everywhere but I get more pushes in T e s co ’s every w eek than all the time I w as there. My old 
Pillbox was at Little Sheko Beach  and I shall never forget the feeling when I walked a cro ss  the sands 
and saw  it had survived 40  years. The Pillbox had received a d irect hit but the back wall still stood. The 
search light turret was amazingly intact and was c leaner than the day we evacuated in a hurry in 1 9 4 1 . 
O n several beaches there still are P illboxes more or less intact. The developm ent has been con fined  to 
all a long the water front fac ing Kow loon and many of the beaches are not as built up as one would have 
thought. The New  Territories have been carved up that it is im possib le  to recogn ise  what once  was rice 
fields. W e  tried to find the cam p site at Fanling but the race track had vanished. W hat can be seen is 
our cap  badge standing out among the nine badges on the hill, again the work of that ex D ieHard, John 
Frost, w hose  C h inese  Vo lunteers help in keeping the badge looking great.

W e  visited both cem eteries and wandered around every grave and I am not afraid to say that a few  
tears fell at both cem eteries. They are very well looked after by a gardner who has a book which visitors 
can see  and add their name to the others already there. O ne  name I found was that of an old friend, Ex 
Sgt A lf Bailey, w ho had ca lled  into Hong Kong just for a day and had the time to go and pay his respects.

.Our 8 days went far too fast and we cam e away very sorry to leave and w ish ing we had booked for 
a month.

Ex Sgt Doug Matthews visiting his old Pillbox 40 years later 

accompanied by the son of W02 John Frost.



ALBUHERA REVISITED

by W 02(RQMS) J.P. Hamill

As a member o f the Q ueen ’s Regim ent and a former D ieHard, I have wanted fo ra  long time to visit 
the monument to the heroes of A lbuhera (spelt A lbuera in Spanish). A t last, this year (1981), the 
opportunity arose.

During my posting in H ong Kong I had the priv ilege to meet a Major in the Portugese Army, who at 
that time, was stationed in the Portugese  territory of Macau. Lt C o l G om es Da S ilva as he is know^. 
invited m yself and family to visit L isbon on his return to Portugal, wh ich  w e did during August,

Am ong the many s ights we visited we managed our trip to Albuhera.

O ur coach  left L isbon  at 7 a.m. w h ich  meant an early call at 5.30 a.m. much to the d isgust and 
grum bling from my very reluctant family. Arm ed with at least two dozen ham rolls and large b o t le s ^ \  
drink w e  left L isbon  for the Span ish  border town of Badajoz. The  miles rolled away revealing v in e y a r d ’ 
farms, v illages and small towns with houses painted pink under red tiled roofs; there were also 
co lourfu l gardens and w indm ills  standing among parched fields. O u r 1 50 mile journey tookabout4.1 /2 
hours as the roads w ere so  narrow.

W e  c ro s sed  the border about five m iles west of Badajoz encountering no problem s with custom s 
or em igration on entry to Spain. The  tour w h ich  we had taken was go ing on to O leveta for a shopp ing 
trip so  we left the coach  in Badajoz and went in search of a bus to travel the 14 m iles to Albuhera. Trying 
to find a bus was im poss ib le  because  of the language problem so, being anxious to visit the monument 
and be back in Badajoz in time to rejoin our tour for the return journey to Lisbon, we hired a taxi. A fter 
m uch arm waving and pointing at the map w e conv inced  the poor taxi driver we really did want to visit 
the sleepy town of La A lbuera. Imagine my surprise  when, as we set off I noticed the tripometer on the 
speedo  read 18577, the last three figures being significant.

The  journey w as fast and rather hairy. W e  travelled past fie lds of sun flow ers and arrived at the 
v illage of La A lbuera in about twenty minutes.

Having d is cu sse d  with the driver our co llection  from the village (more arm waving, pointing at 
w atches etc) w e set o ff in search of the monument to the Battle. It was our daughter Paula, who found it. 
The village itse lf is sm all w ith one  main street and a number of small s ide  streets, all the houses being 
painted white with red roofs. The  monument is in the village square and stands about 15 feet high. It is 
in the form of an arch w ith the bust of the Span ish  General in the centre. The village was deserted as it 
w as siesta time, so  after walk ing round and taking numerous photographs we retired to a local bar. A s  
to whether it w as a descendan t of the one wh ich  our forefathers from the 57th of Foot retired after the 
Battle w e are unsure, but the ale w as w elcom e after the hot sun.

O u r taxi duly arrived so  we bid a fond farewell to La A lbuera and returned to Badajoz, spend ing 
the afternoon s igh tsee ing  in the town. W e  then boarded our coach  and returned to L isbon  and the 
hom e o f our host.

The trip w as exhausting but I am glad we made it and feel proud that each time I see  the picture 
‘Steady the Drum s and F ife s ’ I can now say I have stood on the ground where ‘they’ stood their ground.

REGIMENTAL GO O DS

The  fo llow ing  regimental goods are availab le for purchase. These  can be obtained by writing to 
the Secretary, Major A.E.F. W aldron, M BE, Lynsore Bungalow, Upper Hardres,Canterbury, Kent C T4  
6 EE. C heque s/P osta l O rd e rs  shou ld  be made payable to the M idd lesex Regim ental Associa tion .

Badges, B lazer, M idd lesex £4 .50  each
Ice Buckets, m iniature s ide  drum with Regtl em blazon £8.00  each
G lass, W h isky  tumbler, engraved with M idd lesex Regim ent badge £3 .00  each

H era ld ic  Sh ie lds, M idd lesex £7 .50  each
T ies, Regtl, O ld  Pattern, Terylene £1 .75  each
T ies, Regtl, N ew  Pattern, Terylene £1 .75  each
T ies, O ff ic e rs ’ C lub, S ilk  £2 .40  each
Chris tm as C a rd s  -

Steady the Drum s and F ifes  £0.17  each
The G uardroom  S cene  £0.17  each

Note - other types o f g la ss  can be obtained provid ing at least one dozen are ordered. P r ices  w il l^ k  
d iffer - enqu iries are welcom e. It is hoped that lapel badges will be availab le soon. ^
P r ic e  w ill be £2 .00  each (estimate).

C O LCH E STER  TATTOO

The 1982 C o lcheste r Search ligh t Tattoo will be held from 4th to 7th August. The P roduce r and 
D irector is a former regular o fficer of the Regiment, Major Ph ilip  Crutchfie ld, who will be rem embered 
by many members.

Th is Tattoo will be the b iggest and most spectacu lar ever presented, not only in C o lcheste r - but 
in the United K ingdom  and Europe. There will be 20 Regu lar Army Bands - 7 o f wh ich  will be from the 

^ Q ueen ’s Division. There will be a further three other Bands, includ ing onefrom  Holland. Thep rogram e 
^ U l  be approximately 3 hours and will reach a climax when som e 1500 m usicians and participants enter 

The Arena for the G rand Finale. Accom panying the m usic will be a magnificent fireworks d isp lay 
synchron ised with E lgars ‘Pom p and C ircum stance'.

Further details later.

^  THE EX-SERVICE FELLOWSHIP CENTRES

PART III HOM ES FOR EX-SERVICEMEN

It is w ished to bring to your attention the two Part III Hom es adm inistered by the Ex-Service 
Fe llow sh ip  Centres, a reg istered Charity. These  Hom es accep t as permanent residents ex-members of 
the Arm ed Serv ices and Merchant Navy; w idow s of such  men and ladies who have served.

New  Belvedere H ouse  in Stephney can accom m odate 28 male residents in s ing le  rooms. 
H o llenden H ouse  at Bexhill-on-Sea, set in most attractive grounds, has mainly sing le  room s for 45 male 
and 7 female residents. Both Hom es are equ ipped with sm oke detectors and fire doo rs and an 
em ergency alarm system is operab le  from all room s and bathrooms. A  night watchman at Ho llenden  
H ouse  adds to the high degree of safety provided.

The Hom es have excellent standards of decoration and furn ish ing and are well staffed thus being 
able  to give most adequate care and attention to the residents. The W ardens-in-Charge are each 
helped by two Assitan t W ardens, all resident and a number of Care  Attendants. In add ition there are 
cooks, kitchen hands and cleaners.

Residents are, w ithin reason, free to spend their time as they wish; their rooms are c leaned  by 
dom estic staff; the meals are of a high quality and variety and m edical needs looked after by the doctors  
retained by E F C  who make regular visits to the Hom es as well as responding urgently in the event of 
em ergencies. C lo th ing is provided when necessary.

The current weekly maintenance charges (agreed annually with the appropria te  Loca l Authority) 
are £55 .37  at Bexhill and £64 .47  at Stephney which  com pare favourably with the average charges for 
Part III Hom es. R esidents must of cou rse  have the statutory weekly pocket money of £5 .45  in add ition 
to the above figures. The  majority of residents are supported financia lly by Loca l Authorities under the 
terms of Part III, the National A ss is tan ce  A ct 1948 or the Department of Health and Soc ia l Security.

t > There are vacancies in both Hom es at the moment and if you know or hear of any potential 
s iden ts p lease  contact:- The Adm inistrator, EFC , 8 Lower G rosvenor P lace, London S W 1 W  0EP . Tel 
: 01-828-2468.
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