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FO R E C A S T  O F  E V E N T S  1981
Event

H ousing S ub  C om m ittee M eeting, 
D uke o f Y o rk ’s H eadquarters, C h el­
sea, SW 3.

E xecutive C om m ittee M eeting o f R egi­
mental Association, C ou n ty  Hall, 
London S E i.

9th Bn Annual Reunion D inner, 
Q uality Inn, Victoria Street, London 
S W i.

1 /7th Bn ( 19 39 -4 5 )  D inner at T A  
C entre, Priory Road, H ornsey, N8. 

M iddlesex R egim ent G olfing Society 
S pring M eeting, N orth  H ants G o lf 
C lu b , Fleet, Hants.

M iddlesex Regim ent O fficers’ C lub  
Dinner.

Afternoon— A lb uhera S ervice o f R e­
m em brance at St P au l’s Cathedral. 
E vening— Ajinual Reunion.

2/ioth Bn A nnual Luncheon at V ictory 
C lub , Seym our Street, London W 2. 

2/7th Bn Annual D inner at V ictory 
C lub , Seym our Street, L ondon W 2. 

M iddlesex R egim ent G olfing Society 
A utum n M eeting, N orth  H ants G o lf  
C lu b , Fleet, Hants.

C erem ony at Field o f Rem em brance, 
M iddlesex G uildhall and W estm in­
ster A bb ey.

1000 hours— R em em brance D a y  S er­
vice at Inglis Barracks, M ill H ill, 
follow ed by reunion at T A  C entre, 
Edgware.

1045 hours— 7th Bn W reath Layin g 
C erem ony at H ornsey Parish C hurch. 

1500 hours— 2/ioth Bn Rem em brance 
D ay Service at S t N icholas C hurch, 
C hisw ick.

B E N E V O L E N T  CASES
D u rin g the period January 1 to N o vem b er 20, 

^ ¿9 8 0 , the sum o f £2,637-26 was spent on assisting 64 
^ P .e m b e rs  o f the Regim ent.

D O N A T IO N S  T O  T H E  C H A R IT A B L E  F U N D
T h e  Secretary gratefully acknowledges the fo llow ­

ing donations to the C haritable F u n d : m em bers 
attending the 2,7th Bn O C A  D inner, M r A . W . J. 
Brow n, 2, 7th Bn, M r D . C avill, L t  C ol T .  W . C hattey, 
C ap t W . H . C raydon, In Pensioner G . R. Fulton, 
M r  W . C . C . N ew ton (in m em ory o f the late L t  C ol 
J. S . B. Pollard, m b e ) , M r R. W . Sissons, M r  A . E. 
T u th ill.

T w o  m em bers o f the R egim ental Association, w ho 
w ish  to remain anonym ous, have donated £100 to 
enable every tenant at A lb uh era C lose to enjoy a 
‘rent free ’ w eek at Christm as. L t  C ol T .  W . C h attey  
has acknow ledged this very generous gift, and in his 
letter he said and I quote ‘ I cannot think o f a better 

^(fcChristmas gift for ou r tenants and it is a gesture 
^ w h ic h  everyone there w ill so v ery  m uch appreciate’ .

D O N A T IO N S
T h e  R egim ental Association has m ade a donation 

to the St P au l’ s C hurch, M ill H ill Restoration Fund.

F R E E  N E W S L E T T E R S
T h e  E ditor wishes to thank the follow ing m em bers 

for their generosity in paying extra subscriptions so 
that free copies o f  the Diehards Newsletter can be 
sent to deserving O ld  C om rades: M r D . F . Barrett, 
M r E . J. Berm ingham , M r A . W . J. Brow n (2/7th), 
M rs W . A . Brust, M r C . Burgess, M r D . C av ill, L t  
C ol T .  W . C hattey, M aj J. G . C hiverall, C ap t W . H. 
C raydon, M aj R. J. P. Cum m ins, M r W . H am lin, 
M r L . H osslen, M r S . H urlock, M r  W . K n igh t, M r 
A . M ason, M aj G . G . N orton, M r J. Pullen, M r H. 
Seldon, L t  C o l E . P. Shanks, M r R. W . Sissons.

F IE L D  O F  R E M E M B R A N C E
T h e  A nnual C erem ony at the F ield  o f R em em ­

brance took place on Saturday, N o vem b er 8, and 
was w ell attended b y  m any m em bers o f the R egim ent 
and civil dignitaries headed b y the V ice-C hairm an 
of the G reater London C ouncil, M r  S yd n ey C lack 
accom panied b y  M rs C lack. T h e  follow ing senior 
officers w ere present: M aj G en  S ir  John W illoughb y, 
k b e , C B , B rig D . B. R endell, c b e , m c , C ol I. R. 
Burrow s, o b e , C ol A . S . J. de S. C layton, o b e , 

C ol W . D . E llis, o b e , t d , d l , and C ol M . H . 
Sum m ers, d s o , o b e , t d , d l .

T h e  m ajority o f the boroughs ly ing w ithin the old 
cou nty o f  M iddlesex w ere represented. T h e  cere­
m ony com m enced w ith  a short service at the C ou n ty  
M em orial situated in the entrance hall o f  the M id d le­
sex G uildhall. T h e  service was conducted b y  the 
R ev W . E . B. Jones, m a , V icar of N orth  W em bley 
and form er C haplain  to the 1st Bn. A  badged poppy 
wreath was laid at the foot o f  the m em orial b y  the 
President o f  the R egim ental Association, L t  C ol 
T .  W . C hattey, o b e .

T h o se present then m oved to the road outside the 
G uildhall and w ere form ed up under the guidance 
o f M aj R. W . J. Sm ith, m b e , and form er S gt L . T .  
Plum b.

T h e  procession headed b y  L C p l P. D uncan, 
follow ed b y  M r  A . A . M oo d y, carrying the R egi­
m ental Association Standard, escorted b y  C helsea 
Pensioners, F . W orton  and G . R. Fulton, m oved to 
the Regim ental Plot in the F ield  o f Rem em brance 
outside W estm inster A b b ey.

A t the plot the President o f the Regim ental 
Association, L t  C o l T . W . C hattey, o b e , after 
saying, ‘W e plant these crosses today in  memory' of 
our fallen com rades o f  the M id d lesex  R egim en t’ , 
planted the first cross. H e then invited the V ice- 
C hairm an o f the G reater L o n d on  C ouncil, M r 
S yd n ey C lack, to plant a cross. H e was follow ed b y  
the R ev W . E. B. Jones, m a . M em bers o f the R egi­
m ent representing the follow ing Battalions then in 
turn planted a cross: 1st B n  M aj G en  S ir  John 
W illo u gh b y, k b e , c b ; 2nd Bn C o l A . S. J. de S. 
C layton, o b e ; 3rd Bn B rig  D . B. R endell, c b e , m c ; 

4th Bn M r C . A sh b y; 5 '6th Bns M aj J. G . C h iverall; 
1 /7th Bn M aj M . J. Beaum ont, t d ; 2  7th Bn L t  A . E. 
A llchorne; 8th Bn M aj R. A . J. C heffins, m c ; 9th 
Bn M r  R. T .  M eers; 10th Bn M r  A . D . Scudam ore, 
o b e ; Band and D ru m s M r A . R. D rane; R. Irish 
Rangers M r P. J. Boyce, m b e , b e m  (originally 
6196099 M idd lesex Regt).

Crosses w ere then planted b y  the civil dignitaries 
in the follow ing order:
1. T h e  D e pu ty  M ayor o f  the L o n d on  Borough o f

Date 
Feb  11

M arch  16

March  28

A pril 26 

M ay  5

M ay  15

M ay  23 

Oct 2

Oct 6

N ov  7

N ov  8



Barnet, CUr V icto r L y o n , b a , escorted by C apt 
P. I. Roberts, ‘ B ’ C o y , 6 ~th (V) Bn T h e  Q u een ’s 
Regt.

2. C llr  G raham  Eustance o f the London Borough 
o f  Enfield, escorted b y  M aj S. C . W . W eller,
M BE, M M .

3. T h e  D epu ty  M ayor o f the London Borough o f 
H aringey, C llr  Brian Bullard, escorted b y  M aj 
M . L . M uirhead, t d .

4. T h e  D epu ty  M ayor o f the London Borough of 
H illingdon, C llr  G . A . L . Sullivan, escorted by 
L t  D . K . W ra y , ‘ B ’ C o y , 6 7th  (V) Bn T h e  
Q u een ’s Regt.

5. T h e  D epu ty  M ayor o f the L ondon Borough of 
Ealing, C llr  L a d y H enniker H eaton, escorted by 
C ap t W . B. H am m ond, e r d , t d .

6. C llr  R. J. Padley, o f the L ondon Borough of 
H ounslow , escorted b y  M aj F . W eb b , m b e .

7. T h e  D epu ty  M ay o r o f the London Borough of 
R ichm ond upon T h am es, C llr  B. Franklin, 
escorted b y  L t  S . W . B orthw ick, ‘ B ’ C oy, 
6 7th (V ) Bn T h e  Q u een ’s Regt.

8. T h e  Chairm an o f the M iddlesex County7 A ssocia­
tion, M r R. C . Politeyan, MA(Cantab), excorted 
b y  L t  A . M . C lem ent, ‘ B ’ C o y , 6 7th  (V ) Bn 
T h e  Q u een ’s Regt.

T h e  C haplain  then read the C ollects o f the 
M idd lesex and Q u een ’s R egts and gave the Blessing.

A fter the cerem ony the civ il dignitaries and 
m em bers o f  the Regim ental Association attended a 
reception in the M idd lesex G uildhall.

R E G I M E N T A L  R E M E M B R A N C E  S U N D A Y  
S E R V IC E

T h e  R egim ental Association R em em brance Sunday 
S ervice w as held on Sunday, N o vem b er 9, in 
conjunction w ith  the Postal and C ourier D epot 
Royal E ngineers and 12 C om pany W om en’s Royal 
A rm y  C orps. T h e  service was held in the newly- 
erected gym nasium , Inglis Barracks, M ill H ill, and 
the congregation was again about 500.

T h is  service w-as follow ed by the cerem ony at the 
Regim ental W a r M em orial. Both  services were 
condu cted by the R ev D . A . D ennis, Q H C , D epu ty 
C haplain  G eneral, assisted b y M iss M argaret 
Robertson, m a , C haplains Assistant.

Follow-ing the sounding o f ‘L a st P ost’ and 
‘R ev eille ’ w-reaths w ere laid in the follow ing order:

Postal and C ou rier D epo t, R E , b y C o l R. N . R. P. 
Jam es; 12 C om pan y W o m en ’ s R oyal A rm y C orps 
b y  M aj R . C o m w ill; Regim ental Association b y 
L t  C o l T .  W . C hattey, o b e ; xst, 2nd, 3rd, 4th, 5th 
and 6th M ilitia  B ns b y  C o l A . S . J. de S . C layton, 
o b e ; ‘ B ’ C o y  (M iddlesex) 6 7th (V) Bn T h e  Q u een ’ s 
R egt b y  M aj P. A . D . S torie-P u gh ; M ill H ill Branch 
O C A  b y  M r A . M ason, M S M ; H ounslow  Branch 
by C ap t R. G . C . T h orn to n , t d  ; 9th Bn b y  M r W . E. 
L o ck y er; K o rea  b y  M r  K . W atkins.

T h e  Standard bearer was M r  S . H urlock.
A t the m arch past w hich  follow ed the laying o f 

wreaths the salute was taken b y  C ol R. N . R. P. 
Jam es and L t  C ol T .  W . C hattey, o b e . T h e  saluting 
base was flanked b y  four C helsea Pensioners— I Ps
F . W orton  and G . R. Fulton  o f the M idd lesex R egt 
and tw o In-Pensioners b elonging to the R E.

T h e  M idd lesex  R egt contingent o f O ld  Com rades 
w as com m anded by form er S gt L . T .  P lum b. H is

w ord o f com m and cam e over loud and clear and our 
contingent m arched w ith  smartness and pride. It is 
the best m arch past that I have seen in the eight 
years that I have been Secretary. W ell done Old 
Com rades.

T h e  C hurch  collection cam e to £99 96 and after 
d ipping m y long arms into m y short pockets I found 
a further 4p and m ade the collection up to £100 
A  cheque for this am ount has been forw arded to the 
R oyal British L egion  Earl H aig ’s P oppy Appeal 
Fund.

A fter the parade a reunion was held at the T A  
C entre, Deansbrook Road, Edgware. T h is  was v e r y ^ «  
w ell attended and enjoyed by all. T h e  reason that 1^ ^  
have to leave early is that I attend the Rem em brance 
Service o f  the 2 1 0 th  Bn at C hisw ick w-here I lay a 
wreath.

F IE L D  O F  R E M E M B R A N C E  ( f t
O n  W ednesday, N ovem ber 5, I planted a M idd le­

sex R egt badged cross on the F E P O W  Plot and 
Korean Plot at the Field  of Rem em brance, W est­
minster.

2 10th B A T T A L IO N  ( 1914- 18) 
R E M E M B R A N C E  S E R V IC E

T h e  2 10th Bn held their annual rem em brance 
day service at S t N icholas C hurch, C hisw ick, on 
Sunday, N ovem ber 9, at 3pm. T h e  Service was very 
w ell attended by O ld Com rades, relatives and 
‘Friends o f the 2 ,10th’ , and was conducted by the 
R ev Patrick T u ft, m a , V icar o f  C hisw ick  and 
H onorary Chaplain to the 2 1 0 th  O C A .

A m ong those present w ere L t  C ol T .  W . C hattey, 
o b e , President o f  the Regim ental Association, C ol 
and M rs A . S . J. de S. C layton, M aj and M rs A . E . F. 
W aldron. L t  C ol T . W . C hattey read the Lesson. 
P oppy wreaths w ere laid by M r A . D . Scudam ore, 
o b e , President o f the 2,10th O C A , and by M aj 
A . E . F . W aldron, m b e .

A fter the Service tea was served in the C hurch  
H all.

H O N G  K O N G  £
Liberation D ay in H ong K o n g  is held on A ugust 

25, and it is rem em bered by an assem bly in the 
Garden o f Rem em brance at the C ity  H all. T h is  being 
the 35th anniversary o f  the liberation o f  H ong K o n g  
from  three-and-a-half years o f  Japanese occupation.
T h e  wreath cerem ony began at 10.45am in the 
w alled garden. A  guard o f honour was provided by 
the R oyal H ong K o n g  R egt (T h e  Volunteers).

W reaths w ere laid in the follow ing order:
1 H K P O W  Association: Chairm an, M r Jack

M itchell, IS O .
2 C B F ; M aj G en  J. L . C happie, c b e .

3 H ong K o n g  V olunteer M em orial F u n d : C ol
H . A . de Barros Botelho, o b e , e d , on b ehalf o f the 
Chairm an D r the H on S ir A lb ert Rodrigguese,
CBE, ED.

4 T h e  Royal H ong K o n g  R egt (T h e  Volunteers)
H on C ol O sw ald C heung, c b e , Q C. ^

5. H ong K o n g  Veterans Association o f  Canada: 
Canadian Com m ission.

6 T h e  M iddlesex R egt (D C O ): W O 2  J. Frost, 
b e m , T h e  Q ueen ’ s Regt.
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7 T h e  Royal H ong K o n g  R egt Volunteers Associa­
tion : C ol Edw ard Pepper, m b e .

8 B A A G : M r Charles Leung, e d .

9 T h e  Royal British L e gio n : Chairm an, C ol H . A . 
de Barros Botelho, o b e , e d .

10 Second W orld  W ar Veterans Association: M r 
L o  W in g  Shiu.

11 N ational Federation o f Far East P O W  C lub s and 
Associations: M r  Jack Edwards, f i h , m r s h .

12 E x-G u n n ers Roll o f  H ong K o n g : H on Secretary/ 
Treasurer, John K . Dashwood.

T h e  wreath laid b y W O 2  John Frost, b e m , is a

# M iddlesex Badged Poppy wreath supplied b y  the 
Regim ental Association.

T H E  Q U E E N ’S R E G IM E N T
O n June 19, H M  Q ueen M argrethe II o f Denm ark, 

^ ^ u r  A llied  C olonel-in-C hief, visited H er Regim ent at 
^ » io w e  Barracks, C anterbury and, after drinks in the 

W O s and Sergeants M ess, lunched w ith  the officers 
and their wives.

Prior to that, the 1st Bn (L t  C ol D avid  D ickins, 
m b e ) provided a strong contingent for the 150th 
A nniversary o f H M S  Excellent at W hale Island. T h e  
program m e included a parade review ed by H R H  
T h e  Prince of W ales; a pageant; and the traditional 
celebrations o f  the ‘G orious F irst o f June’ . (H M S  
Excellent w on the cricket m atch for the second 
successive year!)

T h e  2nd Bn (L t C ol Peter Barrow) returned to 
C olchester in  A ugust after a four-m onth tour in 
N orth Arm agh and in Septem ber took part in the 
N A T O  Exercise ‘C rusader’ .

T h e  3rd Bn (L t  C ol G avin  Bulloch, m b e ) spent six 
weeks in Canada during July and A ugust, and in 
A p ril next w ill start their B A O R  tour in Falling- 
bostel.

Sunday, A ugust 3, was a highlight in ou r affairs 
when over 3,000 O ld  Com rades and their fam ilies 
spent an enjoyable day at the hom e o f the R egim ent—  
H owe Barracks, C anterbury— sponsored b y  the 1st 
Bn.

O n N ovem ber 8, the Regim ent provided a large 
^ ^ o n tin g en t, including bands and drum s, for the L o rd  

M ay o r’s Procession. Representatives from the Royal 
D anish L ife  G uards and T h e  Q ueen ’s O w n Rifles o f 
C anada (both allied to the Regim ent), also took part. 
T h e  Regim ent is traditionally invited to participate 
in the Procession, b ut this year is particu larly signi­
ficant in that the L o rd  M ayor designate, C ol and 
Alderm an S ir Ronald G ard n er-T h orp e, g b e , t d , was 
a form er Com m anding Officer o f  5 Buffs (T A ) and 
specifically asked for m axim um  support from  the 
Regim ent.

In July next year, new C olours are being presented 
to the 6,7th  Bn T A  b y H er G race L avin ia, D uchess 
o f  N orfolk, at A rdingly. Follow ing this, a cerem ony 
for the L aying-u p  o f 4 R W K  T A  C olours w ill take 
place at M aidstone.

A  change in  C om m and is to take place in ou r 5th 
A T A  Bn at the end o f  the year w hen M aj Richard 

D ixon, t d , takes over from  L t  C o l Sim on Boucher.
M a j  G  U  W e y m o u t h , m b e

9th  B A T T A L IO N  O F F IC E R S  R E U N IO N  D IN N E R
T h e  9th Battalion Officers D inner was held on

T uesday, O ctober 14, 1980, at the A rm y and N avy 
C lu b , Pall M all, L ondon S W i.

L t  C ol G . L . F ox  presided and the guests w ere: 
M aj G en  S ir John W illo ughb y, M aj G en  C . M . M . 
M an, L t  C ol T .  W . C hattey, M aj A . E . F. W aldron 
and M aj R. W . J. Sm ith. T h e  follow ing m embers 
attended: M aj G en  B. P. H ughes, M aj P. Blair, Maj
D . A . Bond, W in g C d r  P. J. C un dy, D r  B. T .  D avis, 
L t  C ol D . E . D ow len, L t  C ol J. R. D o yle , L t  C ol
A . G . B. D rabble, C o l H . W . W . G ray , M aj H . H. 
G rey, L t  C ol H . G . H ansen, M aj H. J. H esketh, 
C apt L . G . H olgate, M aj R. H ughes, C apt J. T .  
K em p, D r  W . M acG rego r, M aj F. J. M illard , L t  G . 
Reeson, C apt J. K . E . Slack, C apt P. K . G . Spencer, 
M aj J. R. T alb ot, M aj D . C . T om lin s, C ap t R. 
W heatley.

M I L L  H I L L  B R A N C H
T o  Diehards of all branches, also to those w ho read 

this Newsletter, the m em bers o f  the M ill H ill Branch 
of the Diehards C lu b  send seasonal greetings and 
trust that 1981 w ill be a year o f good health and one 
o f  contentm ent.

T h rou gh ou t 1980, m em bers o f  the branch have 
attended all regim ental and privately arranged 
cerem onies that have taken place. T h ese  w ill be 
recorded elsewhere in the Newsletter.

In A ugust, a num ber o f m em bers w ere in M on s to 
com m em orate the first battle of W orld  W ar I, fought 
at O bourg, A u gu st 23, 1914. T h en  Septem ber 20, 
a reunion was held in Inglis Barracks, attended by 
ou r m em bers w ho had fought in K orea. Both fu n c­
tions being financed privately. O f  course, the 
wreaths placed on the various m em orials in M ons 
w ere supplied by the Regim ental Association who 
never fail to m eet the cost o f  these tributes. On 
O ctober 20, Stan H urlock, Jack M ilroy and m yself 
paid a social visit to our com rades o f the Hounslow- 
Branch in the 8th Bn drill hall in H anw orth Road, 
G ordon Y o u n g  was our host and a m ost enjoyable 
evening was spent. T h e  prices at their bar w ere such 
a pleasant surprise to Jack M ilroy, that he thought 
a m istake had been m ade w7hen he counted his 
change.

A s I pen these notes, ou r last cerem onies have 
been those o f the R em em brance w eekend, both of 
w hich have been covered b y  the Secretary7 o f the 
Regim ental Association, M aj Frank W aldon.

O n R em em brance Sunday, I was greatly assisted 
b y, to give him  his full title, Squadron Lead er Bob 
Y erb y , and e x -C  S gt Les P lum b. T h e re  is a lot to 
do in the background w-hilst the cerem onial pro­
cedures are observed. O nce, w e had a fu ll staff and 
an abundance o f  fatigue m en, but now7 w e are very7 
light on the grou nd— plus the years m aking us heavy 
on our feet! T h e ir  help is greatly appreciated.

W hen the m arch-past took place after the religious 
service, I w-atched, w ith  pride, as the you n g ‘ rips’ 
of three or m ore decades ago m arched past w ith 
great elan. T h e  then dark curly-haired heads w ere 
now thinly thatched. T h e  then cherub ic faces now- 
creased and lined, B U T , the eyes w ere still bright 
and purposeful. W ith  firm  step and sw inging arms, 
they produced p roof o f  ou r everlasting pride. T h e  
veterans o f 19 14 -19  w ere also as spritely as teenagers. 
S illy  old  so-and-so that I am, I had a lum p in m y 
throat.
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Folk w ho cannot be w ith  us on these occasions, 
w rite and send greetings. Ron Bush, w ho was in 
K o b e  C am p as a guest o f the Japanese Em peror, has 
now  changed his abode in N e w  Zealand, having 
m oved from  Point C hevalier to H enderson. H e and 
Bill Phillips, w ho lives in C hristchu rch, recently had 
a  little  session together. lP ip ’ C onnor, m m , sent me 
C anadian poppies from  O ntario as he does each 
year, and w hich  I w ear w ith  pride during the W eek 
o f  Rem em brance. M rs Flora Bechet, the daughter 
o f R S M  D onoghue, m m , sends greetings from  Palma 
de M allorca, Baleares, Spain, as does M rs Blake 
Budden, the w idow  o f C ap t Blake Budden, from 
Tenerife, the other side o f Spain. Bert L ee, a 

veteran of o u r 25th Bn, w ho is dom iciled in Rich- 
bourg, France, had had thieves in but does not let 
that stop him  w ishing all you  chaps a joyfu l time. 
R oger Bourne in San A ntonio, T ex as, is looking 
tow ards a visit from  m y son M ervyn , or ‘F ritz ’ , who 
is in Belize, C entral A m erica, w ith  1st Bn T h e  
Q u een ’s Regt.

T w o  o f  ou r chaps have at different dates, recently 
visited H ong K o n g  and paid their respects at the 
cem eteries w here a n um ber o f their com rades rest. 
‘T in y ’ G oddard, m m , B EM , travelled from  Arm agh, 
X  Ireland and A lf  Bailey, who, as he placed a wreath 
on the m em orial, said, ‘L im ey  salutes y o u ’ , referring 
to his com rade ‘ L im e y ’ G ardner, w ho is a neighbour 
o f  his in Essex. A lan  M oo dy, w ho was our Standard 
Ensign at W estm inster A b b ey  G arden o f  Rem em ­
brance on N o vem b er 8, had six days previous 
returned from  a pilgrim age to K orea, w here he had 
visited ou r cem eteries. It is com forting to know  that 
our strong bond o f  com radeship not on ly exists over 
the seas, but also to  the G reat Beyond.

A s  in the opening paragraph, so in the closing. 
From  all m em bers o f the M ill H ill Branch, w e send 
greetings o f  com radeship to all D iehards w here’ er 
they m ay be.

M a j  D i c k  S m i t h  

(Chairm an, M ill H ill Branch)

7 t h  M ID D L E S E X  O F F IC E R S  C L U B
T h e  53rd .Annual D in n er o f  the 7th  M iddlesex 

Officers C lu b  was held at the T A  C entre, Priory 
R oad, H ornsey N 8 , on T h u rsd ay, N o vem b er 6,1980.

L t  C o l J. D . G un n ell presided and the guests were: 
C llr  D . C lark, L o n d on  Borough o f  H aringey, F  O 
J. A . Rook, M aj R. W . J. Sm ith, L t  P. C . M . 
T h o m e y cro ft and M r  G . W hittaker. T h e  follow ing 
m em bers attended: M aj M . J. Beaum ont, 2 L t S. 
B oth w ick, M aj H . E . C ou ch , C ap t M . J. S . Doran, 
C a p t S . le Enthoven, L t  C ol P. J. H all, L t  D . 
H arw ood, M aj S . L .  J. H enshaw, L t  F . H olm , C apt 
P. J. T .  L ane, M aj R. J. L eigh ton , M aj A . E . 
M cM a n u s, M aj E . J. N aish, L t  P. J. O ttino, C apt
B. B. Pollecoff, C a p t J. Spencer Richards, C ap t P . A . 
Stocken, M aj P. A . D . S torie Pugh, M aj R. F. 
S ykes, C ap t D . O . M ansfield  T hom as, M aj F. 
W eb b  and z L t  D . K . W ray.

1 7 t h  B A T T A L IO N  ( 1939-45) O C A
A t  the 1 7th Bn (1939-45) D in n er on A p ril 28, 1980, 

M r  C . P. W h ite, the treasurer, m ade a presentation o f  
the book ‘T h e  51st H ighland D ivision  at W a r’ to the 
D e p u ty  M a y o r o f  H aringey, C llr  Peter Bolland.

O n  M a y  8, he was asked to present the book again,

this tim e to the M ayor o f  H aringey, at an official 
reception attended by o ver 500 people. H e m ade the 
follow ing speech w hich is published below :
M r  M ayor, L adies and G entlem en,

Last year the London Borough o f H aringey 
donated a sum  o f  m oney to ‘T h e  T re e  o f  L ife  
S ch em e’ so that a grove o f trees was planted on the 
battlefield o f  E l A lam ein in the W estern D esert o f 
N orth  Africa, to com m em orate you r local A rm y 
battalion. I was in that battalion, in that battle. W e 
w ere part o f a fam ous Scottish  division, when w e first 
joined this division w e had a very cool reception. 
T h e y  on ly wanted ‘Jocks’ . W e cam e from  another 
country indeed w e did. W e cam e from  London. W e 
never forgot ou r London heritage. Soon after joining 
this division a directive was issued that all units 
w ould learn H ighland dancing; our battalion com ­
mander pointed out that being cockneys could we 
leam  the Lam beth W alk! W e never did learn High-^Hfc 
land dancing! A t  El Alam ein that all changed. Frorn^» 
then onwards till the end o f  the w ar every single 
action the division took part in saw us there. T h e  
Jocks came to respect and love us as w e them.

It is also ou r proud boast as a unit w e served longer 
under ‘ M o n ty ’ o f El A lam ein than any other.

W e felt that in response to this m agnificient 
gesture on the part o f  the borough, we should do 
som ething to show our gratitude. I have here a copy 
o f the ‘51st H ighland D ivision at W a r’ on the fly leaf 
it is inscribed:

T o  the M ayor, the D epu ty M ayor, the Councillors 
and People o f the London Borough o f  H aringey 
from  their local regim ent the i/7th  Bn T h e  
M iddlesex Regim ent (D C O ), the M achine G un 
Battalion o f  the 51st H ighland D ivision on this the 
35th anniversary o f V E  D a y I ask you  to accept 
this on their behalf.

2 7 th B A T T A L IO N  A N N U A L  R E U N IO N
O n ce again w e assem bled at the V icto ry  C lu b  on 

Friday, O ctober 3, 1980, this tim e for our 34th 
Annual Reunion when we had another splendid 
evening under the Chairm anship o f the ever youthful 
Brig Flavell. M aj A . E. F. W aldron, m b e , attendec^ ^  
as a guest.

W e were all delighted to see C ol R obbins once 
m ore, albeit only briefly, and sincerely hope that he 
w ill be fit enough to extend his stay next year.

F or the third successive year w e had, w ith  the 
benefit o f a latecom er, 62 present and w ell over 40 
apologies for absence. T h e  excuses offered were 
m any and varied, ranging from M aj ‘T a ffy ’ Jones 
visiting his first great-grandchild in C anada to Joe 
Flack on business in M exico C ity , and Ernie Case 
on holiday in Kenya. It is hoped that next year their 
staff w ork w ill be better and they w ill all be available 
and present on O ctober 2, 1981.

W e continue to get old com rades attending for the 
very first time and were delighted on this occassion 
to welcom e Ron M oney and H arry H ensm an who 
assure m e they w ill be ‘regulars’ from  now  on.

A s  w e have com e to expect, w e achieved yet 
another record collection this tim e totalling £242-50, 
w hich is being used partly to m ake a m odest donation 
to the Regim ental Association, w ith  the balance 
being m ade available to the Battalion Benevolent 
Fund for use as required for less fortunate members.
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O n  the occasion o f our 25th Reunion, w e m ade a 
special appeal to all m em bers to attend w hich 
resulted in a sizeable increase in those present as 
com pared w ith  the previous year, and w e hope for 
the same response for our 35th in 1981. S o  please, 
if  you read this and have not been along recently, 
do com e and if  possible bring another ex-m em ber 
o f the 2/7th w ith you. Y o u  w ill be assured o f a warm 
welcom e.

R o n  T a y l o r

D E P O T  T H E  Q U E E N ’S D IV IS IO N
In the last Diehards Newsletter it was recorded 

''w  that L t  C ol John Pollard, m b e , died on M ay 30, 1980. 
A  full obituary is published elsewhere in this News­
letter. I w ould like to take the opportunity, however, 
o f paying a personal tribute. John and I joined iM X  
early in 1952, he as a Second-L ieutenant from  

^ ^ ia n d h u rst and I as a Sergeant from  the Royal 
N orfolk Regt. W e served together on and o ff for 28 
years enjoying com radeship on ly  possible in the 
army. H e was always a source o f inspiration regi- 
m entally and for m e personally on the rugby field. 
F or m any years w e played together in the scrum  for 
the Battalion and as leader o f the pack John was, 
through his own exam ple and forceful leadership, a 
great inspiration, extracting the m axim um  effort 
from  us all. John indeed was a man am ongst men 
and w ill be sadly m issed b y  all w ho knew  him.

L a st tim e round I m entioned that C S M  Bob 
Bartle broke his leg playing football. U nfortunately 
there are com plications and Bob is still undergoing 
treatm ent and has been posted to the ‘Y ’ list. O n the 
bright side, how ever, he is now  the proud father of 
a baby daughter. H is wife, Joan, gave b irth  to K e lly  
in C am bridge in August.

A n  old friend o f  m ine from  ‘A ’ C o y  days in 
H am eln called to see m e in July. L eslie  James 
T em p le  was passing through the depot on discharge. 
H e enlisted at M ill H ill in M arch  1958 and joined 
1 M X  in O ctober o f that year. A fter six years w ith 
the Battalion he w ent to the depot at C anterbury 
as a P T I .  L eslie then served w ith  3 Q u een ’s in 

^■ Lem go and then after a tour o f  duty at the School o f 
^ K n fa n tr y  in Netherhaven he was w ith 2 Q u een ’s in 

W erl and afterwards w ith  1 Q u een ’s. S hortly before 
leaving the arm y after 22 years’ service L eslie served 
w ith  the Black W atch  in G erm any. H is G erm an-born 
w ife, H eidi and their tw o children, Patrick, age 18 
and Susan, 16, w ill reside in G erm any where Leslie 
w ill w ork as a storeman w ith  the A rm y A ir  C orps in 
Soest. T o  com plete the story Patrick has ju st joined 
the Bundeswher.

T h e  next five people I am going to mention are 
all serving or ex-O rderly R oom  staff.

I was very pleased to see ‘S p ik e ’ M illigan  at the 
depot a short tim e ago. H e doesn’ t appear to have 
aged m uch and is still the cheerful chap I knew 
w hen w e last served together in H olyw ood, N  Ireland, 
in 1968. Spike is currently the C h ie f C lerk  w ith 1 R

  A nglian in C elle  and in January 1981 he w ill be
j ®  posted to 5 Q ueen ’s in C anterb ury as C h ie f Clerk. 

H is eldest son, Colin, joined the Infantry Junior 
Leaders Battalion at Sh om cliffe, K en t, in Septem ber.

M y  headquarters is in C olchester, and w henever 
I visit H Q  I invariably call on 3 R  A nglian to see 
another old ex-O rderly R oom  D iehard. L t  Brian

Graham  was com m issioned from O R C  in January 
this year and is currently the fam ilies officer. O n  one 
o f m y visits I spent a very pleasant evening w ith  
Brian and C apt M ichael F lyn , w ho was then w ith 
2 Q ueen ’s in the next barracks to Brian’s. M ichael 
has now  le ft 2 Q u een ’s and is currently serving on a 
staff appointment in B A O R .

In July W O i (S C ) J. T .  D oran, b e m , w as posted 
to the depot as Superintending C lerk. A las it w ill 
only be a short tour as John has been selected for a 
commission in the Royal Pioneer C orps in February 
1981. John enlisted at C anterbury on A u gu st 19, 
1963, where he won the m edal for the best recruit 
in his Platoon. H e joined iM X  in G ib raltar in 
D ecem ber 1963 where he com m enced his career in 
the O rderly Room. Prom otion to L ance-C orporal 
came in January 1966 and C orporal the follow ing 
year. In M arch 1970 he was prom oted to Sergeant 
and joined H Q  S E  D istrict. A fter a short spell there 
he was appointed O R C  o f  3 Q u een ’s and, in 1977, 
he was awarded the B E M  in the N ew  Y e a r  H onours 
L ist. In February 1977 he was elevated to the 
appointm ent o f S taff Assistant to the D e p u ty  C o m ­
m ander and A A  & Q M G  T h e  Royal Brunei M alay 
Regt. T h e  tw o-and-a-half years spent in Brunei 
proved m ost eventful— he learned to speak M alay, 
was presented w ith  the L o n g Service and G ood 
C on duct and the Brunei G eneral S ervice M edal, 
was prom oted W O i and his two daughters were 
born.

S hortly after his return to the U K , where he 
served w ith  the Infantry Dem onstration Battalion in 
W arm inster, he was aw arded the M ost Blessed 
O rd er o f Setia N egara Brunei by the Sultan. John 
has had a successful and colourful career to date and 
ou r best w ishes go w ith  him  for an equally successful 
career in the Royal P ioneer C orps. H is initial posting 
w ill be to Bicester where he w ill live w ith  his wife, 
T rish  and their tw o daughters.

E x -C p l ‘M itch ’ Fordham  was called up for 
national service in February i960. A fter basic 
training he was trained as a clerk and served through­
out his tim e in the arm y in the Battalion O rderly 
Room . A fter a short period as a N S  man he becam e 
a regular soldier and served in G erm any, G reece, 
N orw ay, G ibraltar, G uyan a and N  Ireland. W h ilst 
in G ibraltar he m et his first w ife. M itch  left the arm y 
in M ay 1967 and very q uickly established h im self in 
the sw im m ing pool business, b eing m ainly involved 
in the export and im port o f  sw im m ing pool eq uip­
ment. In N o vem b er 1971 he started his ow n com ­
pany b ut this unfortunately w ent into liquidation in 
N ovem ber 1974. M itch ’ s first m arriage ended in 
divorce b ut he is now  happily m arried to his second 
w ife, Joana, w ho hails from  Brazil. Recently M itch  
m oved from  L ondon to R oyston and he is now  a 
close neighbour. H e com m utes to L ondon daily and 
is a representative for a firm  o f  international marine 
suppliers.

I w ill conclude these notes b y  w ishing D iehards 
everyw here a very H appy C hristm as and N ew  Y ear 
and look forw ard to seeing everyone at the annual 
reunion in M ay.

C a p t  K e n  B e a l e

K O R E A N  R E U N IO N
O n  S eptem ber 20, 1980, the third annual Korean
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Reunion took place in the splendid setting o f  the 
O fficers M ess, Inglis Barracks, M ill H ill. O u r host 
for the evening w as the Com m andant o f  the Royal 
E ngineers C o l R o lf James, w ho takes m ore than a 
passing interest in our R egim ental gatherings.

T h e  entire M ess w as placed at our disposal, 
com plete w ith  extra bars provided and M essing 
staff, w h o shone w ith  efficiency. O ne area that 
created enorm ous interest was the S ilver R oom ; on 
display w ere R egim ental silver and other m em ento’s. 
M em ories w ere b eing recalled at a fast and furious 
rate, from  M aj G eo ff N orton, w ho w as recalling his 
w ed d in g reception in the main dining room, to the 
unnam ed soldier w ho w hispered in m y ear, ‘the last 
bleed in ’ tim e I was ’ ere was to fill the b leedin ’ coal 
b u ckets ’ . N o  m atter w hat the reason, em otions ran 
high and to you, C o l R o lf James, S ir, our eternal 
gratitude.

A pproxim ately 100 persons were in attendance 
including veterans, their ladies, and guests; among 
the latter w as o u r host and his w ife, Brig and M rs 
Jack Bridge, and B rig  and M rs D on London, whose 
w arm th and friendship m ade all feel like ‘Jolly 
D ieh ards’ .

Several new  and old faces w ere espied amongst 
those attending, B rig  Brian M arciandi, o b e , C ol 
John Burgess, o b e  (who had travelled from  S H A P E ), 
M aj Sam  W eller, m b e , m m , C harlie  H oldford, b e m , 

Brian Jelly, ‘T a p s ’ Eastap, D erek D eam er, Jack 
W atkins, ‘P a d d y ’ R edm ond, and ‘C h ip p ie ’ W ood, to 
nam e but a few . A s  usual o u r beloved C o l A ndrew  
M an , d s o , o b e , cou ld  be seen m oving around from  
group to group and to be heard saying ‘G ood Lord, 
did I do th at? ’ or ‘D id  I say th at? ’ ; w hatever it was, 
his com pany was enjoyed by all.

M essages o f goodw ill w ere received from  H er 
G racious M ajesty  T h e  Q ueen, together w ith  those 
from  C ol A y m a r C layton, o b e , C ol John M oore, 
o b e , C o l Ian Burrow s, o b e , M aj K en  C la y  den and 
f r o m  everyon e’s friend M aj C hris Law rence, MC. 

T o  V ic  C o m er, w ho suffered three breakdowns 
t r y i n g  to reach us and finally telephoned his best 
w ishes, ou r com m iserations.

T o  M aj and M rs R. W . J. Sm ith, S id  and D oreen 
W eb b , L e s P lum b, Iris S m yrk and to m y w ife 
D o roth y m y gratefu l thanks for yo u r invaluable 
assistance and to the latter for her patience and 
understanding; finally thank you  all for attending.

In conclusion I regret to announce that the private 
sponsorship o f ou r reunions w ill not be available 
next yea r; an appeal has been m ade to the R egi­
m ental A ssociation to continue these reunions but I 
have been inform ed b y  the Secretary' that he is 
unable to  undertake this d uty and suggests that a 
volunteer m ust be found from  our ow n group.

I f  it is inevitable that ou r K orean  m eetings are to 
cease, I regret them  not, for at least the effort has 
been w orthw hile in reuniting m any o f  you  w ith  old 
friends, acquaintances and ‘T H E  R E G I M E N T ’ .

G ood  lu ck and G o d  bless you all in 1981.
B o b  Y e r b y

K O R E A  19 50 -51
T h irty  years ago today— on Sunday, A u gu st 20, 

1950— I received orders at B rigade H Q  in the H ong 
K o n g  New' T errito ries  for the 1st B n to leave b y 
sea on the follow in g F riday, 25th, to jo in  G en

D ouglas M cA rth u r’s U nited N ations Forces in 
Korea.

W ith this anniversary7 in m ind, I have over the last 
few  m onths m anaged to get in touch w ith  C o l I. B. 
Ferguson, d s o , m c , and L t  C o l J. W . M oodie, d s o , 

w ho later joined us in K orea in com m and o f the 3rd 
Bn T h e  Royal Australian R egt and the 16th N ew  
Zealand F ield  R egt R A  respectively.

In addition to expressing their deep regrets on the 
deaths recently o f ou r then Brigade Com m ander 
A u b rey C oad and o f L eslie  N eilson, Com m anding 
1st Bn T h e  A rgy ll and Sutherland H ighlanders, and 
sending their good wishes to all o f us who served 
with them  in those days, their letters had m uch of 
interest, so I am sum m arising them  now.

C o l F e rg u so n  lives in Canberra and has recently 
recovered from  a m ild stroke. H e considers him self 
‘lucky to have served w ith m en o f  such a w ealth ofi| 
experience’ in the Korean W a r and wants to ‘rem ind^ 
us ‘that w hatever happened in K orea always seemed 
to happen on a Su n d ay’ ! H e is now  know n as the 
‘G odfather o f the Regim ent’ , and he recently took 
part in a docum entary film about K ap yon g at the 
invitation o f the Korean G overnm ent. A n  excellent 
diorama depicting the K apyong battle has been 
prepared as part o f the Australian W ar M em orial 
and, in the Battalion’s Officers M ess, there is now  a 
painting o f that battle b y  a w ell known artist. In 
S ydney, a ‘bronze m onum ental piece’ has been set 
up in a street renamed ‘Regim ental P lace’ in honour 
o f  those w ho served in Korea, and this has becom e 
a m eeting place for all ex-m em bers o f  the Battalion. 
Each year the Battalion holds a parade w ith  other 
festivities, on the anniversary o f K apyong, and in 
Canberra there is also an official luncheon to w hich 
distinguished guests are invited. T o  cem ent links 
between Korea and A ustralia, the A ustralia-K orea 
A ssociation has recently been form ed to build ‘a 
typical Korean village w ith  its unique heating 
system ’ . A  tw o-volum e official history o f A u stralia ’s 
part in the Korean W ar is due to be published in 
1980, in w hich the M iddlesex R egt receives ‘favour­
able m ention’ . ^

L t  C o l M o o d ie  has suffered m isfortunes in his 
business and private life. H e lives near D unedin. H e 
emphasises that he volunteered, as a T A  officer, to 
serve in Korea, and that o f the total N ew  Zealand 
force o f 1,250, only 14 per cent w ere Regulars, and 
on ly 16 per cent had ever seen a 25-pounder gun 
before! H is 2 IC  in those days retired in 1979 as 
L t  G en  S ir  R ichard W ebb, k b e , C h ie f o f the New' 
Zealand D efence Staff. C ol M oodie travels som e 800 
m iles to Aukland from tim e to tim e to attend Korean 
Veterans Association Reunions, w here r M iddlesex 
are m entioned. H e has quite a lot to say about the 
artillery support available to the G loucesters when 
they w ere over-run.

A n d r e w 7 M a n . A u g u s t  2 0 , 1 9 8 0

T H E  Q U E E N ’S D IV IS IO N  B E A T IN G  I 
O F  R E T R E A T  O N  H O R S E  G U A R D S  

Ju n e  9, 10 a nd  1 1 , 1981 
G en e ra l

T h e  massed Bands and C orps o f  D ru m s o f T h e  
Q u een ’ s D ivision (T h e  Q u een ’ s Regt, T h e  Royal

R egt o f  Fusiliers, T h e  Royal Anglian Regt and T h e  
Pipes o f the D ivision ’s U D R  Bns) w ill Beat Retreat 
on H orse G uards Parade next sum m er on June 9, 
10 and 11. T h e  perform ances w ill begin each evening 
at 6.30pm and w ill last approxim ately 50 m inutes.

‘T h e  Q u e en ’s R eg t N ig h t ’
T h e  first night, T uesday, June 9, w ill be term ed 

‘T h e  Q u een ’ s R egt N ig h t’ when the salute w ill be 
taken by the R ight H onourable T h e  L o rd  M ayor o f 
London, C olonel and Alderm an S ir Ronald G ardner- 
T horp e, g b e , t d , w ho is a form er com m anding officer 
of a T A  battalion o f T h e  Buffs.

A tten d an ce
O u r Regim ental hope is that this major event w ill 

create pub licity for our Regim ent and not only 
attract a large num ber o f  the general public but, as 

^ ^ n a n y  Queensm an and O ld  Com rades o f  o u r form er 
^ H kegim ents as possible.

Fu rth e r  D e ta ils
Further details w ill be issued in due course but, 

for the tim e being, Tuesday, June 9 should be ringed 
in red in yo u r diaries.

C H U R C H  P A R A D E  A T  T H E  R O Y A L  
H O S P IT A L ,  C H E L S E A

A s has been the custom  for the last few  years, 
m em bers o f the Regim ental Association attended 
the parade and service w ith  the In-Pensioners o f the 
Royal H ospital, on Sunday, O ctob er 18, 1980.

O n parade w ere C ol T .  W . C hattey, o b e , President 
of ou r Regim ental A ssociation; M aj A . E. F. 
W aldron, m b e , Secretary of the Regim ental A ssocia­
tion; M aj R. W . J. Sm ith, m b e , C om m anding the 
D iehard D etachm ent; C ap t W . B. H am m ond, e r d , 

t d , 9th B n ; C ap t R. G . C . T h orn to n , t d , 5 Q u een ’s 
and President Hounslow7 Branch O C A ; L ts  E. C . 
G raham , 1st Bn (original) and A lan A llchorne 2/7th 
B n; M essrs Bob A m bler, 1st B n ; C harlie Ashby, 
4th Bn; T o m  Barnet, 1st B n ; D avid Bennett, 1st Bn; 
A rchie Brown, 9th B n ; Bob D rane, 2nd B n; Charlie 

■^XJarrard, 8th B n ; Stan H urlock, the Standard 
^ P tn s ig n ; T o m m y Lack, m m , m x  H G d , Pat M aloney, 

2/7th B n ; Bill M ann, R F A  and H on M em ber; 
R eggie M eers, 9th B n; Jack M ilroy, 1st Bn 
(original); A rth ur Pace, 2nd B n; L es  P lum b, 1st 
B n; and Bill W right, 4th Bn.

A  pictorial record was m ade on film by G unther 
S cheiber w hich has com e out quite w ell. A lso sup­
porting us during the religious service were M es- 
dames A sh b y, D rane, Edw ards, G raham , H am m ond, 
H urlock, M acD onald , N orm an, Pace, Rolls, 
Scheiber, Sm yrk and W aldron.

T h e  Captain o f the Invalids com m anding the 
parade w7as M aj D . H . D o n n elly  o f  the Cheshire 
R egt w ho fondly recalled his m em ories o f the late 
C ol F . W alden, m b e , d l , w hen com m anding the 
2nd Bn in Palestine. R S M  L . Lam b, m b e , o f  the 
Royal R egim ent o f  F usiliers w7ho had served w ith 

A o u r  sister regim ent the R oyal N orthum berland 
Fusiliers, the old 5th w ith w hom  w e have been so 
closely allied to since 18 11, and also T h e  Lancashire 
Fusiliers, the old 20th o f M inden fame, w as parade 
Regim ental Sergeant M ajor.

It is im pressive to drill in the old  order of tap o f

drum  to augm ent the verbal com m and, m ost notice­
able w7hen the O fficers’ C all is beaten by the drum m er. 
T h e  com bination o f  the uniform s o f  the In- 
Pensioners, so m uch in design as the soldiers o f 
John C h u rch ill’s arm y wore when the M arlborough 
battles w ere being fought and won, plus the drum  
com m ands brought history to the present.

A fter the inspection o f  his Pensioners by the 
G overnor, G en  S ir  A ntony Read, g c b , c b e , d s o , m c , 
an officer o f the O xfordshire and Buckingham shire 
L igh t Infantry, he inspected ou r D iehards, speaking 
to practically every man on parade.

T h e  G overnor and the Captain o f Invalids m arch­
ing together struck another historical note. In the 
past, their regim ents had fought together on the 
H eights o f A braham  at Q uebec. T h e  L igh t Infantry7, 
then the 43rd as a regim ent and the G renadiers of 
the 22nd Foot. It was in the arms o f  L t  H enry 
Brown o f the G renadier C o y  o f the 22nd, that G en  
James W olfe died in 1759, the ‘Y ear o f V icto ries’ 
for Britain

T h e  service in the chapel was, as always, en­
hanced b y  the choral anthem b y  the choir, we 
m em bers o f the congregation being able to sit 
quietly and enjoy the harmonious voices o f  both 
sexes and varied age. Adso im pressive was the 
dignified cerem onious dipping of ou r Standard by- 
Stan H urlock as w e sang the N ational Anthem . H is 
decorum  and m ovem ents as he stood in front o f  the 
altar rails, carved by G rin ling G ibbons, w ere perfect. 
T h e  silken banner was level w ith  m y eyes during 
the A nthem , em phasising the m otto ‘ Com rades in 
W a r and Peace’ , as I listened to ou r old soldiers 
singing w ith  fervour.

A fter the service, w e adjourned to the Ladies 
Room  in the Pensioners’ C lu b  where ou r Secretary 
had organised a generous buffet. H ere w e m et two 
of o u r ow n Pensioners, Fred W orton and G eorge 
Fulton as w ell as a couple o f other old soldiers w ho 
had accom panied us on ou r M on s pilgrim age in the 
past. Earlier, I had m et I/P Fred E ndersby (2871554) 
w ho had served w ith  the 2nd Bn in India and 
K hartoum  as did  his brother, the late G eorge 
E ndersby (6190076).

T h rou gh ou t the day, the sun shone w hich was 
com parable w ith the sunny disposition o f  those 
taking part. A n  enjoyable parade and service fo l­
low ed by a short period o f  rem iniscence during the 
leisure period gave pleasure to w e w ho attended.

D i c k  S m i t h

R E G I M E N T A L  M E M O R I A L  C H A P E L ,  
S T  P A U L ’S C A T H E D R A L

Since the creation o f  our Regim ental M em orial 
C hapel in S t P au l’s C athedral, very little has so far 
been done to involve the m em bers o f  the Regim ental 
Association and their fam ilies in the life o f the 
C athedral. T h e  R egim ental Association has recently 
becom e a C orporate m em ber o f the Friends o f St 
P au l’ s C athedral, and it has been suggested that some 
m em bers o f the R egim ental Association o r their 
fam ilies, livin g in or near L o n don , m ight welcom e 
the opportunity o f becom ing W andsm en, w ho are 
C athedral sidesm en under another name and assist 
w ith  the stream  o f visitors.

I f  you  are interested in becom ing a Friend o f St 
P au l’ s C athedral, please let m e know , and as Secre-

9



tary o f  ou r Association 1 w ill gladly send you details. 
M inim u m  annual subscription is £3.

Friends support the w ork and w itness o f  the 
C athedral b y  their prayers 

supply volunteer guides to conduct people round 
the Cathedral 

receive a m em bership card w hich admits them to 
the crypt and galleries without charge 

receive a list o f  future events and the annual 
m agazine ‘ D o m e’ w hich includes photographs 
and articles on the Cathedral 

have a block o f  reserved seats for the performances 
o f T H E  M E S S IA H  in A dvent and B ach’s 
P A S S I O N  M U S I C  in Lent 

and
have their ow n Festival Service each year.
It is clearly v ery  desirable that links between our 

A ssociation and the C athedral, in w hich our Chapel 
is located, shall be as live and strong as is practically 
possible.

P E R S O N A L  J O T T IN G S
A n oth er recent visitor to H ong K o n g  was A be 

B ailey (6200133). W O 2  John Frost and wife, once 
again, w ere m ost helpful and entertaining. A be 
visited the graves o f  eight D iehards w ho died before 
the w ar and w ho are buried in the H appy V alley 
C em etery. H e tells m e that the graves are in very 
poor condition and that th ey do not com e under the 
care o f  the W a r G raves C om m ission. T h e  graves 
involved are those o f: Borrow , Brow n, H opwood, 
W illiam s, S tevens, L aw lo r, Stem p and T h o rn . I 
rem em ber all these D iehards w ell and I am taking 
this problem  up w ith the W ar G raves Com m ission. 
H e also visited G ilm an  Barracks, Singapore, and 
reports that o u r C ap  Badge on the hillside is in good 
condition.

M r  A . E . B am den , 9th Bn, tells m e that he spent a 
ver\r interesting w eekend in N orfolk , looking up old 
searchlight sites. H e w as accom panied b y the two 
T e d s , L o ck y er and Thom as.

D ru m m er B rew  and A gn es w ho have lived for 
m any years in W est Y orksh ire are looking for a house 
in the C olch ester area. M aybe w e shall see m ore of 
them  now.

A  new ly joined m em ber o f  the R egim ental A ssocia­
tion is C p l C . R. Broom e, the Officers M ess C orporal 
o f  the Q u een ’s D ivision, Bassingboum . H e served 
w ith  o u r 1 st B n  in G ib ralter and later w ith  1 Q u een ’s. 
H e is in possession o f  the L o n g  S ervice and G ood 
C o n d u ct M edal and G S M  (N orthern  Ireland).

C sg t Burgess inform s m e that he w ill be unable to 
attend o u r rem em brance services this year as he is a 
p op p y seller for the R oyal B ritish  L egion  in his 
hom e tow n o f  R ed ditch , W orcs.

C ongratulations to  m y old  pal C sg t B ob Chaplin  
(6195306), O rd erly  R oom , on receivin g the annuity 
fo r the M eritoriou s S ervice  M ed a l he was aw arded 
m any years ago. S pend it w ith  care chum .

A nother D iehard  has surfaced. H e is form er Pte 
A . R. C o o p er (128755 and 57769) w ho served in

W W I w ith the 53rd Bn and the 2nd Bn 19 17-19 . On 
his discharge in 1919 he re-enlisted into the R A S C  
and retired w ith  the rank o f M ajor on January' 30, 
1950. N o w  81 years o f age he lives in retirem ent at 
Am m anford, D yfed.

M r  W . P. C raddock now 83 years o f  age w ho served 
w ith  the 12th and 26th Bns in W W I has joined the 
Regim ental Association. A  late entrant but very 
welcom e.

Form er Pte H. R. J. C ussell (6140801) has joined 
the Regim ental Association. H e enlisted in August 
1935 and after recruit training joined the 1st Bn in 
H ong K o n g  where he was another one that was 
‘arrested’ on D ecem ber 25, 1941. In 1942 the 
Japanese shipped him  off to Japan and A m ori Cam p, 
T okyo . H e returned to U K  in O ctober 1945 and left 
the A rm y in 1946. H e now' lives at New' A d d in g to n ^ ^  
C roydon, and is em ployed as a chauffeur.

B rew er D rane requires a photograph o f the 2nd Bn 
Band for the years 1926 and 1927. Please help him  if  
you can.

S gt H . Firkins (6194373), now  75 years o f age, tells 
me that he has been in hospital but is now  on the 
m end and he hopes to be able to com e to a M ill Hill 
Branch m eeting soon. H e joined the 1st Bn in 1921.

M aj Frank G ladden, at present the British Liaison 
Instructor at the French M ilitary A cadem y, C oet- 
quidan, is m oving to a new  staff appointm ent at H Q  
A fnorth  (Oslo) in January 1981.

A  recent visitor to H ong K o n g  was form er C pl 
T in y  G oddard (6202957), MM> b e m . H e was Band 
C orporal o f  the 1st Bn and was also ‘arrested’ on 
Christm as D a y  1941. H e was aw arded the M ilitary 
M edal for bravery w hilst com m anding a pill-b ox  o f 
‘C ’ C oy. In 1942 he wras shipped to Japan and Osaka 
Cam p. In O ctober 1945 he returned to U K  and left 
the A rm y. H e has spent the last 35 years in telecom ­
m unications in N orthern Ireland. In his spare tim e he 
looks after 38 youth clubs. H e tells m e that h i ^ f  
holiday w as a terrific success all due to W O 2  and M rs 
Frost for the wonderful way he was looked after. 
T h e y  really have looked after o u r D iehards w ho have 
gone back. T h ank  you both.

A  new m em ber o f  the Regim ental Association is 
C pl Charles W ilfred  H ales (6200135). H e enlisted at 
M ill H ill on A pril 29, 1931, and after recruit training 
joined the 1st Bn and was posted to ‘A ’ C o y  w ith 
whom  he spent eight years. A t  the outbreak o f  W W I I 
he joined the D epot and was posted to the 8th Bn. 
O n A p ril 29, 1942, he w'as transferred to the A rm y 
C atering C orps and was posted to 90 L A A  R egt R A . 
H e finally left the service on O ctob er 14, 1945. H e 
is now  retired and lives at Royston, H erts.

Just received a newspaper cutting from  M r W . 
H am m ett a 4th Bn veteran, telling m e that a m em ber 
o f  the C olchester Police for 31 years, M r W illiam  
M ills  died on A u gu st 3, 1980, aged 82. T h e  cutting 
states that M r M ills  served w ith  ‘B ’ C o y , 4th Bn 
in W W I and was a heavy w eight boxing champion.
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T h e  C om pany Com m ander was M aj G lass. T hank 
you M r H am m ett.

Pte R. G . H ugm an (23736105) has joined the 
Regim ental Association. H e served during the period 
O ctober 19 59-O ctober 1965. H e spent three years in 
the C orps o f D ru m s and three years as the Sergeants 
M ess cook in G ilbraltar. H e is now  a M otor Parts 
D elivery Supervisor and I had the pleasure o f m eeting 
him  and his wife at the Rem em brance Service, M ill 
H ill.

# L cp l A lan K endall a N ational Servicem an 1957-59, 
C yprus, w ith  the 1st Bn has joined the Regim ental 
Association. H e was m y glazier and I am looking 

forward to m eeting him  again.

A  recent correspondent was M r W . C . C . N ew ton, 
J £ o n  o f  the late M aj W . C . N ew ton. H e lives in Cape 
^^JTown, South Africa, and w ould be very pleased to 

m eet and help any D iehard passing through, as he 
puts it, our ‘Fairest C ap e’ . L e t m e know  if  you w ould 
like to take advantage o f  this offer and I w ill put 
you in touch.

Best wishes w ere sent to G eorge Leadbeater, 4th 
Bn W W I, on the occasion o f  his 90th birthday. I also 
called on him. H e lives in one o f  the Royal British 
Legion  flats at C anterbury. H e sends his regards to all 
Diehards.

O u r congratulations to Brig Brian M arciandi, o b e , 

on his recent prom otion and posting to the M ilitary 
Assistance D epartm ent, M inistry o f D efence, O ld 
W ar Office Building, W hitehall.

C ol A ndrew  M an has recently m et C apt Stanley 
Boydell w ho was m edical officer to the is t  Bn w hen 
they w ent to Korea. W e hope that he w ill be able to 
attend a regim ental function soon.

S gt Jim  (K iller) M oran is very ill in hospital. W e 
wish him  a speedy recovery.

^ M aj G eo ff N orton was m ade a Freem an o f  the C ity  
o f  London on July 25. O u r congratulations to him  on 
receiving this unique honour.

Form er D rum m er Jim  Pullen (6200396) who 
served w ith  the 2nd Bn 1932-39, w ho was recalled in 
1939 and served w ith  the i/yth  Bn 1939-45 sends 
his best wishes to all his old  friends and comrades. 
H e asks are there any readers from  N ivelle  Squad, 
A p ril-N o v em b er 1932, and could anyone give him  
inform ation about L e s D elaney and Jack Cross- 
th waite.

M aj B. S t G . A . R eed, m c , d l , represented the 
Regim ent at the Korean W reath L a yin g  C erem ony in 
rem em brance o f  those w ho fell in the Korean W ar 

^  1950-53, held at W estm inster A b b ey  on W ednesday, 
June 25, 1980.

W O 2  L e s Shrubb, m m , has retired and m oved to 
Sandow n, Isle o f  W ight.

M r  R. H . Stanbury has joined the Regim ental

Association. H e saw service with our 3/7th Battalion 
for a few  weeks and then joined ‘A ’ C o y , 1,7th  Bn. 
H e was wounded and discharged on February 4, 
1919, having attained the rank o f L sgt. D u rin g W W I I 
he served with the H om e G uard. M r Stanbury is 
now 83 years o f age and lives at Barkingside, Essex.

S sgt Peter Stew art whose last posting was as P S  I 
to ‘A ’ C oy, 6,7th (V) Bn T h e  Q ueen ’s R egt has now 
left the A rm y and taken up em ploym ent w ith  the 
M O D  Police at the R oyal C larence Y ard, G osport. 
H e asked for num ber 57 but was allocated S1492. 
G ood  luck and keep your pow der dry.

K en Sutton w ho was so badly wounded in K orea has 
m oved from M elton Constable, to W orthing, Sussex. 
Last year he had to undergo an operation for the 
removal o f  his gall bladder. Best o f luck K en from  us 
all and we look forward to seeing you  soon.

Col D . R. W . Thom as, m b e , i/7th Bn, is at present 
on holiday in South Africa. H e has recently m oved to 
East Sussex.

Form er C S M  ‘ C u rly ’ W aters (14470810) has 
joined the Regim ental Association. It has taken him 
a long tim e and we extend a very warm  w elcom e to 
this very popular C S M . H e enlisted on A ugust 21, 
1945 (late again) a couple o f  weeks after his 18th 
birthday and served until A ugust 25, 1969, when he 
was m edically discharged due to a cardiac condition. 
H e now  lives in W arm inster, W ilts, and is kept under 
control by C apt T o m  M acM illan .

R E G IM E N T A L  M U S E U M
C urator: M aj R. W . J. Sm ith, m b e , 12 D evonshire 

Road, M ill H ill, London N W 7 . T h e  follow ing are 
recent acquisitions for the M useum :

U n ifo r m  o f  M a j E d w a r d  J o n es , 7 7 th  F o o t
T h e  uniform  consists o f his ‘b e ll’ pattern shako, 

w ith  badge and tw o plum es, silver epaulettes, gold 
epaulettes, sword and scabbard. T h e  two pairs o f 
epaulettes cover th e  period, that o f  1832, w hen silver 
lace on the uniform s was replaced b y  gold. T h ese  
items are in very good condition and w ere obtained 
on ‘long loan’ from  the S t Fagan W elsh  Folk  M useum , 
Cardiff. T h is  is all due to  M rs M ary  W alker o f 
Glam organ, w ho represents the present generation 
o f the fam ily, asking the T rustees o f  the W elsh  Folk 
M useum  to allow the transfer.

M rs M ary W alker has also presented to ou r 
M useum  his cut throat razor. T h e  razor is stam ped 
‘E dw ard Jones’ , 77th  F o o t’ .

M aj A . E . F . W aldron, m b e , Secretary o f  the 
Regim ental M useum  T ru st, w ou ld  like to place on 
record to M rs M . W alker his thanks for all the 
assistance given in effecting the transfer o f  these 
item s o f historical interest. It has been a long and 
very pleasant correspondence.

Edw ard Jones was born in C um yfyddur, R adnor­
shire, N orth  W ales, on D ecem ber 5, 1784. In 1804 
he w as com m issioned as an Ensign in the S outh 
Essex M ilitia , transferring to the W est K en t M ilitia
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in 1805, in w hich  unit he was prom oted L ieutenant 
in 1806. In  his first year o f  service, he m arried a 
nam esake, Sarah Jones on June 6, 1804.

T h e  77th  R egt arrived hom e in Septem ber 1807 
after 19 years’ service in India very depleted in 
strength, but w as soon augm ented b y  volunteers 
from  the 3rd W est Y orks, W est K e n t and N orth  
H am pshire M ilitia . O ne o f  the officers was E dw ard 
Jones w ho was gazetted as Ensign  in the 77th, 
A u gu st 28, 1807.

In 1809, the 77th  were part o f  the force assem bled 
for the disastrous expedition to W alcheren. B y  now 
th ey w ere the 77th  (East M idd lesex) R egt o f  Foot, 
h avin g been granted the territorial title O ctob er 30, 
1807. T h is  title had form erly been that o f  the 39th 
R egt w ho becam e the ‘ D orsetshire R egim en t’ . O f  
the troops w ho garrisoned the island 7,000 died and 
m any w ho returned hom e, half w ere perm anently 
incapacitated. T h e  77th in A u gu st 1809, had 479 
m en fit for duty, in O ctob er there w ere 120. T h e  
A d ju tan t had a dism al task in recording the casual­
ties. H e w as E dw ard  Jones w ho held this appoint­
m ent until 1815.

T h e  R egim ent returned hom e in O ctob er, the 
headquarter being at C hichester. F o u r m onths later, 
F eb ruary 24, 1810, the 77th  received the K in g ’ s 
perm ission to bear the p lu m e o f  the Prince o f  W ales 
on its colours and appointm ents. T h e  badge had 
been w orn since G eneral, the Earl o f  C avan  was 
appointed C olonel o f the R egim ent in 1808, and 
and a coatee w orn  at W alcheren  has the plum e on the 
tails. N o  dou bt the A d ju tan t w as delighted to have 
the dress regularised.

June 1810, the 77th  m oved to Jersey w here they 
w ere in the same garrison as the 2nd B n o f  the 57th, 
th e first occasion on w hich  the tw o regim ents who 
w ere  to becom e the 1st and 2nd Bn o f  T h e  M idd lesex 
R egt, had m et. In Jersey the 77th  w as b rought up 
to strength by recruits and volunteers from  the 
M ilitia . L ieuten an t and A d ju tan t Jones w as kept 
b u sy w ith  this m obilising o f his R egim ent, b ut did 
not fail to keep his m ilitary arts, especially his 
sw ordsm anship, up to a h igh  degree.

O n June 25, 18 11, the R egim ent em barked for the 
P eninsula to jo in  the arm y under the com m and of 
W ellin gton  and gained distinction at El Bodon, 
S ep tem ber 25, 18 11, w here the 3rd D ivision, under 
M aj G en  P icton  occupied  the centre position. 
P icton  w as C olon el o f  the 77th  from  O ctob er 18 r i  
until he was killed at W aterloo. H e w ell kn ew  the 
77th  as th ey had been under his com m and in W a l­
cheren. It w as at El Bodon that a unique action o f 
in fantry successfu lly  charging cavalry took place. 
G en  C . F . C le ry  in ‘M in o r T a c tic s ’ w rites: ‘A t  El 
B odon, w here M ontb ran, w ith  fourteen Battalions, 
th irty  squadrons, and tw elve guns, attacked a small 
force o f  allied troops, o f  w hich  tw o battalions— the 
5th and 77th — alone w ere British, th ey checked the 
advance o f the cavalry b y  fire, charged them  at the 
b ayon et’ s point, and retired after in square, w hich 
resisted every  effort to destroy it . ’ W ellington, w ho 
w as present, pub lished  an order a w eek later w hich 
read, ‘ a m em orable exam ple o f  w hat m ay be effected 
b y  steadiness, d iscipline and con fid en ce ’ . T h is  order 
w as read b y  the w hole arm y. A m o n g  those bayonet 
p oints w as the flashing blade o f  L ieutenant and 
A d ju ta n t Jones.

Fou r m onths later, the 77th w ere engaged in the 
attack on C iu d ad  R odrigo, January 19, 1812. T h is  
was the first town w hich  the British in the Peninsula 
had taken by assault. A m on g the casualties was 
Lieutenant and A djutan t Jones w ho was one o f the 
officers w ounded. T h ree  m onths later, he was back 
in action, taking part in the assault and capture of 
the fortress of Badajoz on A p ril 6, 1812. Badajoz was 
the first operation in w hich  the 57th and 77th  w ere 
em ployed together. T h e  77th w ere at the siege and 
attacked the stronghold, w hilst the 57th was w ith  
the covering forces nearby. T h e  story o f Badajoz is 
far too long to recount here. N a p ier ’s description of 
this siege (Peninsula W ar V o l IV ) is one o f his finest 
pieces o f descriptive w riting. ‘T h e  H istory o f the 
Peninsula W a r’ b y  O m an also tells a graphic story.

T h e  defenders w ere provided w ith  several m us­
kets each, long poles for pushing back the scaling 
ladders, as w ell as heavy beam s o f tim ber, largetffc 
rocks, live shells and hand grenades to hurl at th ^ »  
attacking troops. A dded to this, there was the hail o f 
grape and case shot from  the cannons poured into 
them . A ttacking Fort Picurina w ere the 77th. O n 
the w alls o f Picurina, by the light o f the fires could 
be seen the dark figures struggling furiously on the 
ram parts. T h e  solid mass o f  4,000 British troops had 
charged. A n  hour later, no im pression had been 
m ade, the ladders, com plete w ith  soldiers scaling 
them  w ere hurled to the ground. A t  last a foothold 
was gained. O ne of those w ho was to the fore was 
Edw ard  Jones. A  m em orial to him  says:

‘ H is prom otion was the reward o f V alo u r and G ood  
C onduct. D istinguished by personal prowess and 
use o f the sw ord; he was one o f the chosen 500, 
w ho, at Badajoz, took Fort Picurina, w hen w ith  
ladders, 4 feet short, the entire D ivision, P icto n ’ s, 
am id great slaughter, gained possession o f the 
castle. ’

T h e  British lost nearly 5,000 men, and took a 
terrible revenge in the pillage o f the tow n. T h a t 
pillage is one o f the m ost unsavoury incidents in the 
history o f our army.

A fter Badajoz, the 77th had less than a hundred 
m en fit for service, and w ere ordered back to b a s ^ ^  
and did not participate in the later victories o ^ |  
Salam anca and Vittoria.

Prom oted C aptain N ovem ber 10, 1822, Edw ard 
Jones served in Ireland, then in Jam aica from  1824 
to 1832. In S eptem ber 1825, the R egim ent had lost 
12 officers, 11 sergeants, 4 drum m ers and 226 rank 
and file, due to rem ittent fever o f a m alignant nature, 
out o f less than 600 all ranks w ho had landed in 
Jamaica 18 m onths before.

O n June 10, 1826, E dw ard Jones w as prom oted 
M ajor, continuing to serve w ith  the Regim ent until 
1832 when he was transferred to the U nattached L ist 
and is show n on this roll until his decease in 1857.

H is last years w ere spent in W ales, where he now  
rests beneath a tom bstone, recording his m ilitary 
valour.

M rs B. M cC arth y , o f M ayfield , Sussex, has very 
kindly presented to the archives o f  Regim ental M u sic 
a copy o f the m usic o f  a patriotic song called ‘Just a 
S old ier’ . W ords b y  Stretchw orth  A sh ley, M u sic  b y  
T im  G ray. T h e  inscription on the m usic reads this 
song was dedicated to the M iddlesex R egt (T h e
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Fam ous D iehards) and it was published by and for 
the funds o f  the E aling C adet C orps o f  the 8th 
M iddlesex Regt, T h e  D rill H all, W est Ealing, during 
W o rld  W ar i .

P h o to g ra p h  o f  E d w a r d  B ru tto n , 57th  R e g t
A  photograph o f  Edw ard Brutton, 57th Regt, 

taken in 1858, was recently purchased on behalf of 
the Regim ental M useum  by the Secretary o f the 
O gilb y  T ru st. It shows him  in scarlet mess kit with 
pointed yellow  cuffs and long revers o f  yellow . T h e  
w aistcoat has bobble-button fastening, w ith  a long 
gold watch-chain looped from  the top to the right 
pocket, the loop reaching to the waist. H is features, 
and expression shows his character. T h a t o f an able 
leader and fighting man.

Edw ard Brutton was born at Exeter, January 26, 
1837, and was com m issioned as Ensign in the 57th 

{JpR egt, M arch  15, 1855, at w hich tim e the R egim ent 
w ere in the trenches before Sebastopol. Posted to 
the Reserve C om panies at M alta, he did  not jo in  the 
R egim ent in the field until M arch  19, 1856. H e had 
been prom oted Lieutenant on February 26. A lthough 
the treaty o f  peace w ith  Russia was not signed until 
M arch  30, an A rm istice had been in operation 
since the first o f the m onth, during w hich tim e, no 
firing took place. N o  m edals w ere aw arded to those 
w ho had not been actively engaged. T h e  last to join 
the 57th were L ts  Russell, Pow ell and H asted who 
received the C rim ea M edal, w ithout Clasps, for 
operations against the enem y at K in burn  in O ctober 
1855, they having joined after the fall o f S ebastopol— - 
S eptem ber 8, 1855.

T h e  R egim ent joined the R eserve Com panies in 
M alta on June 1, 1856, rem aining there until M ay 
1858, when they sailed for India to join  the arm y 
w ho w ere fighting the M utinous Sepoys. A t  the 
same tim e, a num ber o f  officers w ho had been on 
leave or duty rejoined the Regim ent, one o f  whom  
was L t  Brutton.

In A ugust i860, L t  Brutton was posted as S taff 
O fficer to the 2nd D ivision  Royal A rtillery , serving 
in the C hina expedition. W ith  this force he was at

#the engagem ents o f S ingho T o u  K o , the storm ing o f 
the T a k u  Forts and the occupation o f  T ien tsin . For 
his services, he was aw arded the Second C hina W ar 
M edal w ith  the clasp ‘T a k u  Forts, i860’ . H e was 
m entioned in D espatches by B rig G en  E. W . 
C rofton  on S eptem ber 9, i860. B rig G en  C rofton 
was a gunner w ho had served in Spain during the 
C arlist W ar o f 1837 and had also com m anded the 
O sm anli C avalry. (It was during the bom bardm ent 
o f the T a k u  Forts, A ugust 21, i860, that rifled 
artillery was first used im-war by the British.)

In 1861, the 57th R egt w ere sent to N ew  Zealand 
from  India to take part in the operations against the 
rebel M aoris. F or tw o years, a state o f  quietness 
reigned, although martial law  rem ained. L t  Brutton 
rejoined his R egim ent at this time, being one o f the 
garrison w ho occupied St G eorges Redoubt.

O n M a y  4, 1863, C /S gt Sam uel E llers, Sgt 
Sam uel H ill, Ptes Florence K e lly , John Flynn, 
Bartholom ew M cC arth y  and Patrick Ryan w ere sent 
from  Tatairam aka on escort duty, having in charge 
Pte W illiam  Banks, a prisoner to be brought to trial 
before C o u rt M artial at N ew  P lym outh. L t  T ra ggett 
and S taff Assistant Surgeon H ope accom panied this

escort, but w ithout any idea o f danger, the rebel 
M aories, up to this time, had been peaceful and in 
the habit o f b ringing vegetables and supplies to the 
troops at Redoubt.

R eaching the W airau, a small stream betw een 
Tatairam aka and Poutoko, the escort was suddenly 
fired on by an am buscade o f  30 or 40 rebel natives. 
T h e  w hole party w ere killed w ith  the exception o f 
Pte F lorence K e lly , w ho although wounded, escaped 
into the fern and subsequently joined a party under 
L t  Brutton, w hich was sent from  Tatairam aka on the 
report o f  the m urders reported by a m ounted 
orderly. T h e  m utilated remains o f all b ut Pte Ryan 
w ere im m ediately recovered and the body o f Pte 
Ryan was later found concealed in a hole.

T h ese  m urders were, according to the M aori 
custom , tantam ount to a declaration o f  war. T h e  
57th w ere eager to avenge the m urder o f  their 
com rades and on M ay  18, L t  Brutton and his men 
w aylaid, and am bushed a party o f  rebel natives, 
bayoneting several. F or this action he was thanked 
b y  G en  S ir D u ncan  Cam eron and later m entioned 
in D espatches.

June 4, 1863, saw the attack on K atikara River, a 
M aori strongly held position. Lts Brutton and 
W aller w heeled their m en to take the enem y’s 
position on the river in reverse, and open the road 
for the rem ainder o f the force. D o ub lin g over the 
ground w ithout firing, they took the M aories by 
surprise, allow ing the main body to attack and cap­
ture the strongly fortified Pan. A m on g the M aori 
dead was their principal chief, Hori Patini. A gain 
S ir D uncan C am eron saw fit to publish a mention in 
D espatches to C apts S hortt and R ussell, L ts  Brutton 
and W aller, Ensign D uncan and Ptes Bartholom ew 
Stagpoole and J. D annahey.

From  June 1863 to January- 1865, L t  Brutton was 
G arrison A djutant, T aranaki D istrict, N ew  Plym outh. 
H e took part in the actions at Pontoko, capture o f 
Kaitake, M anutaki and M ataitaw a, and the repulse 
o f  the rebels at G ilb erts C learing and various m inor 
affairs, being repeatedly m entioned in Despatches. 
F or his services in N e w  Zealand, he was awarded 
the N ew  Zealand M edal w ith its distinctive suspen­
sion bar. R eturning hom e after the cam paign was 
over, he m arried A lice  E m ily Paterson o f  Rushbrook, 
Q ueenstow n, C ork, February 26, 1867. From  then 
on he was em ployed on various staff duties, being 
prom oted C aptain, January 1, 1870 and M ajor, 
July 1, 1881.

A  D evonshire m an, he joined the C oun ty C o n ­
stabulary as a Superintendent on N o vem b er 15, 
1872, serving in that capacity until O ctob er 1888. 
In 1888, he was appointed a C aptain o f  Invalids o f 
w hom  there w ere six, at the R oyal H ospital, Chelsea, 
an appointm ent he held until his decease, July 25, 
19 11. H is popularity was such, that his brother 
officers and friends erected a m em orial tablet to him  
in the colonnade w hich can be seen by the inmates 
and visitors to this splendid institution founded by 
C harles II and built by W ren.

N O T E S
Pte Bartholom ew  Stagpoole was the brother of 

D rum m er D u d ley  Stagpoole, vc, d c m , w ho holds 
the unparalleled record o f w inning the tw o decora­
tions in one week. H e is buried in H endon Park
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C em etery where the Regim ent erected a m onu­
mental stone on his grave. W hen the aw ard o f  the 
V ictoria C ross was announced, C o l W arre, the 
C om m anding Officer, tried to have the D istinguished 
C on duct M edal transferred to Bartholom ew ! T h is , 
o f course, was im m ediately refused.

T h e  M a o r i T o l lg a te
T h is  board, captured after the Katikara battle, 

was taken into N ew  Plym outh and exhibited at the 
H utoki bridge. Present w hereabouts are not known.

T a r a n a k i— T e  Ik a  a  M a u i
T h e  house where lie the laws w hich  are in force

here o f K in g  M alutaera Potatau, near the gate for
paym ent o f offences w hich stand here:

£ s d
M inister o f  the Gospel 50 0 0
N ew spaper mail 300 0 0
M aori D iscip le o f  the G overn or 200 0 0
W ealthy Pakaha— don’t let them

through the gate— if  they do— 5 0 0
Pakaha policem an 500 0 0
M aori policem an 5 0 0
M aori assessor 5 0 0
I f  he com es as K in gite 15 0
A  K in g ’s letter in the mail 5 0
A  letter against the authority o f the

K in g i 0 0
L etters from  kinsm en outside 5 0
L etters tem pting the tribe 15 0
L etters not sent by the mail i 0 0
A  neutral com ing as a Pakaha 5 0
A  preaching M aori M inister 55 0 0
L e tter b adly tem pting the tribe, seize it,

and m ake the bearer pay 5 0
T h e  above is the L a w  for the pakaha tolls of the
M aori
A  cart o f  w heat or other things 1 0
T h in g s  carried on a m an’s back 1
A  p ig  carried in a cart 6
A  p ig driven 6
A  cow  or horse, each 6
T h ere  are no rules referring to neutrals 

outside, b ut a load carried from 
inside the gate I

M on ey o f  the tribe for purchasing, 
free

T h e  L a w  o f  th e M aoris, inside and 
outside o f the gate 

D o  not steal, O  M an (or evade the
tolls) i f  you  do you  w ill pay 5 0 0

B y authority o f the keepers o f  the gate o f M alutaera 
K e r e , Policem an 

July  8 , 1 8 6 2 . P o p o m a , Policem an

M e d a ls  o f  M r  B. G . S im s
M r  B. G . Sim s, residing at 48 C ulverdon Road, 

S outh O xh ey, H erts, has presented his m edals to the 
R egim ental M useum . T h e y  consist o f  the 1914 Star, 
British W ar M edal, V icto ry  M edal and the D efence 
M edal.

M r  Sim s saw service w ith the 2/7th Bn and the 
Rifle Brigade during W o rld  W ar 1. In W orld  W ar 2 
he saw  service w ith  the K R R C  and the Pioneer 
C orps.

H e is now  82 years o f  age.

B a d g e s  a n d  B u tton s
M aj A . E. B. Foxw ell, t d , 1st Kensingtons 1940- 

45, has kindly presented to the M useum  a quantity 
o f  badges and buttons.

O B I T U A R Y

It is w ith  deep regret that w e have to announce the
follow ing have died:
B a g n a l l — O n N ovem ber 1 9 , 1 9 8 0 , M rs K .

Bagnall, aged 8 4  years, the w idow  o f  C p l H. R. 
Bagnall ( L 1 6 4 6 9 )  w ho served with the Regim ent 
from  1 9 0 0  to 1 9 1 6 .  C pl Bagnall died 1 9 5 9 .  M rs 
Bagnall occupied a regimental flat at Albuhera 
C lose, Enfield. T h e  funeral was attended b y  M aj | 
and M rs W eller on behalf o f  the Regim ental 
Association.

C a r e w — O n Septem ber 3 , 1 9 8 0 , M aj John M  (T im ) 
C arew , m c , aged 5 9  years. H e was very w ell known 
to m em bers o f  the R egim ent as the author o f T h e  
Fall o f  H ong K ong, Hostages to Fortune, M arried 
Q uarters, T h e  Last W arrior and m any other books.

C a r y — O n Septem ber 20, 1980, M aj G en  Rupert 
T ristram  O liver C ary, c b , c b e , d s o , aged 84 years.

H e was com m issioned as a 2 L t A u gu st 17, 1915, 
and posted to  the 4th Bn T h e  M iddlesex Regt 
(D C O ) then w ith the B E F  in France. Prom oted 
L t  January 1, 1917, he was attached to the Labour 
C orps M arch to M ay 1917, for service w ith  the 
Royal Signals. H e was transferred to the Royal 
Signals from the M iddlesex R egt (D C O ) in 1921.

C h i l l e r y — O n Septem ber 25, 1980, EX -W O 2 H. J. 
C h illery  (6196041), aged 71 years. T h e  m ajority o f 
his service was w ith  the 2nd Bn. I am not yet in 
possession o f  dates. H e was a very good sportsman 
and a valued m em ber o f the M iddlesex Regimental 
G olfing Society.

C o l b o u r n e — O n M ay 25, 1980, E x -C sg t R. D. 
C olb ou m e (159228, 21307 and 619158 1), aged 80 
years. g

H e enlisted at B ury S t  Edm unds on M a y  18,"
1918, w ith the Q ueen ’s Royal W est Surrey Regt 
and joined the M iddlesex R egt (D C O ) January 28,
1919. T h e  m ajority o f  his service was w ith  the 2nd 
Bn. H e served w ith  the 1st Bn 1937-39. H e was 
discharged to pension and reserve on O ctober 9,
1945. H e then joined the 7th  Bn as a civilian clerk 
and as a C sgt w ith the Territorials, finally retiring 
on O ctober 14, 1956. H e was an outstanding shot 
on all weapons and a good allround sportsman.

C o x — O n M ay 14, 1979, ex-Pte A rth u r C harles C o x  
(6201513), in his 63rd year. ‘B ill’ C o x  was the son 
of L/8833, ‘D river’ C ox, m m , w ho was a veteran o f 
the Boer W ar, a w ell-know n and popular character 
in the Regiment.

B ill enlisted into the Regim ent, M arch  25, 1935, 
and was posted to the 2nd Bn, w ho w ere then in 
H yderabad Barracks, Colchester, on com pletion of 
his recruit training. W hen the battalion changed 
stations, m oving to V ictoria Barracks, Portsm outh, 
he was a m em ber o f  the A dvance Party and earned 
a good reputation as a reliable toiler. Posted to 
‘C  (M G ) ’ C o y , he was a m em ber o f  the m achine-

gun team when they were second in the com peti­
tion in 1937, and again when they now the winners 
cup  in 1938.

A t G osport, he was sent, for a tim e, as a driving 
instructor to the K O S B ’s at T id w orth , and drove 
a carrier at a dem onstration to Officers o f the 
Indian Arm y. W hen the battalion w ent to France 
as part of the B E F  in Septem ber 1939, he was the 
d river o f a Bren G u n  vehicle.

Being a skilful driver, he was posted to the Signals 
Section as driver to the Signals Officer, 2 L t E . L . G  
Passey, w ho was killed later in the war— July 9, 

— 1944- Returning to England via D unkirk, he
^  remained w ith  the battalion until N ew  Y e a r ’s D ay, 

1942, when he was sent to M anchester on a motor- 
m echanics course o f three months duration, at the 
end o f  w hich he was sent on a 10-days furlough. 
W h ilst on furlough, he was inform ed that he had 

m^  been posted to the R A O C , w hich caused him  no 
™  little distress. T h is  turned to fury when he found 

him self at O xshot spending his tim e doing recruit 
foot-drill and saluting drill.

Volunteering for an overseas posting, he sailed 
for E gypt, spending his first night on shore at Port 
T ew fik  in a slit trench as no accom modation was 
available for the new ly arrived draft. L ater he was 
posted to 538 W orkshop, and then to 306 L  o f  C 
W orkshop. In E gypt, he m et a num ber o f  com ­
rades with whom  he had served in the 2nd Bn 
before, and during the early days o f the war, C apt 
‘T o f f ’ D ay o f ‘C ’ C oy, ‘ G ran n y’ Pearce, w ho was 
then w ith  the Cheshire Regt, and Sgt, now  M aj, 
Pat Donovan.

B ill C o x  was a m em ber o f  the M ill H ill Branch 
o f the Regim ental Association for m any years, as 
is his brother ex-D ru m m er L en  C o x  (6202433), 
b ut had lost close contact w ith  us when he m oved 
to Purfleet, w hich is the cause o f  the late notifica­
tion o f  his decease.

H is m edals w ere the 1939-45 Star, A frica S tar; 
D efence M edal and the W a r M edal.

M a j  D i c k  S m i t h

^ ^ C r o o k — O n A ugust 6, 1980, C apt E . C rook, d c m  

(G/42627), aged 82 years. H e served w ith the 17th 
Service Bn 19 14-18 .

E v e r e t t — O n Septem ber 1, 1980, M aj Charles 
E verett, aged 90 years. M aj Charles Everett 
enlisted into the M id d lesex  R egt, D ecem ber 1907, 
as a Private soldier and reached the rank o f  W O  
Class II. H e w as com m issioned as a 2 L t in the 
Regim ent on June 27, 19 17, retiring as a L t  1919.

In W W II he served in the Pioneer C orps and 
reached the rank o f M ajor.

F i r t h — O n N ovem ber 16, 1980, M r J. H . Firth 
(6200503), aged 67 years. F u ll obituary w ill be 
published in the next issue o f  the Diehards News­
letter.

F i t z g e r a l d — O n O ctober 8, 1980, M r W . Fitzgerald, 
aged 65 years. Served w ith  the 9th Bn.

F l i t c r o f t — O n  June 24., 1980, M r  W . Flitcroft 
iflfc (6203209), aged 62 years. Served  w ith  the 2nd Bn
^  (1936—41) and was w ounded at D unkirk. H e also

had service w ith  the Princess L o u ise ’s Kensingtons 
and 30th Bn (T o w er o f  London).

F l o o d — O n D ecem ber 8, 1979, C ap t G . W . Flood. 
Served w ith  the 1st Bn in H ong K o n g  and was

taken P O W  on D ecem ber 25, 1941, returning to 
U K  in 1945. N o other details available.

G o u l d — O n A ugust 18, 1980, E x-S g t H erbert 
G ould  (6201152), aged 62 years. H is service com ­
m enced on June 13, 1933, when he enlisted into the 
M iddlesex Regt T A  in w hich he served until 
A u gu st 16, 1934. N ext day he signed as a regular 
soldier but was discharged N ovem ber 16, 1934. 
A fter another short spell w ith  the T A  he rejoined 
as a regular soldier on June 15, 1936. O n Septem ber. 
I 7> 1937. he was drafted to the 1st Bn in H ong 
K o n g and was taken P O W  on C hristm as D a y 1941. 
In 1942 he was m oved to Japan and was held in 
Shinagawa Cam p, T o k yo , returning to U K  
O ctober 26, 1945, and was finally discharged on 
July 27, 1950 w ith  the rank o f  C pl. H e later served 
w ith the M iddlesex C adet Force as a L t  and I note 
that his discharge papers w ere signed by C o l R. D. 
Sherbrooke-W alker, t d , d l , w ho in 1953 was the 
C ounty C adet Com m andant.

G r e e n b e r g — O n July 24, 1980, M r K . C . G reenberg 
(6215018), aged 78 years. Served w ith  the 10th Bn. 
D ied  w hilst a patient at the Royal Star and G arter 
H om e, Richm ond.

H a r r i s — O n N ovem ber 18, 1980, E x-S g t R ichard J. 
H arris (6201831), aged 64 years. D ick  H arris 
enlisted at M ill H ill early 1934 and after com ple­
tion o f  his recruit training at the D epot he joined 
the 2nd Bn. In A p ril 1936, he joined the 1st Bn 
in Singapore and m oved to H ong K o n g  in A ugust 
1937, and was taken P O W  at the fall o f  H ong K o n g  
on D ecem ber 25, 1941. In 1942 he was m oved to 
Japan and held in Osaka C am p until returning to 
U K  in 1945. H e left the A rm y in 1946. H e w ill be 
rem em bered for his boxing ability as a W elter­
w eight. H e was very upset by the death o f  his wife 
in February. H e h im self was found dead at work. 
T h e  funeral was attended by M aj A . E. F. W aldron 
and his friends from  A lbuhera Close.

J a c o b s — O n A u gu st 12, 1980, C apt A rth u r H enry 
Jacobs, aged 89 years. H e was com m issioned w ith 
the 8th Bn on July 29, 1915, and was aw arded the 
M ons Star and m entioned in despatches for 
gallantry and devotion to duty at N e u villy  on 
O ctober 12, 1918.

J e n n i n g s — O n  N ovem ber 14, 1980, C ap t E . E. 
(Froggie) Jennings (6189398), aged 77  years.

Froggie Jennings was a Bandsm an w ith the 2nd 
Bn, finally being appointed Band S gt in 1935 from  
1919 to 1940. In W W II  he was com m issioned and 
served w ith  the Royal Pioneer C orps from  1940-45. 
T h e  funeral was attended by M r  E. J. Soden who 
very kindly represented the Regim ental Association.

L a n g l e y — O n M ay 1, 1980, M aj F . W . W . L angley, 
m b e , aged 85 years. M aj L an gley  served w ith  the 8th 
Bn from  O ctober 1915, to A p ril 1919, as a L t. H e 
was from  1939 to 1959 Secretary o f  the H M  Forces 
Savings Com m ittee. T h is  post carried w ith it the 
m ilitary rank o f M ajor, the right to w ear uniform  
and regim ental badges.

L e e - E m e r y — O n  A u gu st 12, 1980, L t  C ol Kenneth 
A drian  L ee-E m ery, t d , aged 63 years. L t  C ol 
E m ery com m enced his service w ith  the 9th Bn. 
H e was granted a regular com m ission w ith  the Royal 
A rtillery  on A ugust 24, 1939, retiring on A p ril 19, 
1972. H is funeral was attended b y  m em bers o f the 
9th Bn.
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M a l t b y — O n Septem ber 6, 1980, M aj G en  C . M . 
M altby , c b , m c , d l , aged 89 years. G en  M altby 
w as the G eneral O fficer C om m anding at the fall o f 
H ong K o n g  on D ecem ber 25, 1941, and w as taken 
P O W  w ith the rem ainder o f  the garrison. H e w ill 
be w ell rem em bered b y  m em bers o f  the 1st Bn 
at that time. C apt C . G . W ebber, t d , attended the 
funeral and represented the Regim ental A ssocia­
tion.

P o l l a r d — O n M a y  30, 1980, L t  C ol John Stanley 
Brian Pollard, m b e , aged 48 years. L t  C ol John 
Pollard was com m issioned 2 L t in the M iddlesex 
R egt (D C O ) on A ugust 3, 1951, after successfully 
com pleting the R oyal M ilitary  A cadem y C ourse at 
Sandhurst. H e was posted to the 1st Bn then 
serving in H ong K o n g  arriving A u gu st 1952. H e 
held various battalion appointm ents, including 
S ignal O fficer (twice), A djutant and Com pany 
C om m ander. S taff appointm ents included G S O  3 
(S D ) H Q 2 D ivision, D A Q M G  (Q tg) H Q  N orthco, 
G S O 2  E xch  O ffr  4 In f (M ech) U S  A rm y Fort 
C arson ; G S O 2  E xch  O ffr  H Q  2nd Bn In f Fort 
C a rso n ; and then on to the N orthern Frontier Regt, 
O m an, as C om m anding Officer, 19 71-76 . In the 
N ew  Y ears H onours L ist o f 1974 he was awarded 
the M B E  and in 1976 aw arded the Sultan o f  O m an’s 
D istingu ished Service M edal. In 1977 he w as app­
ointed A A G  H Q  Q u een ’s D ivision, Bassingboum  
For m any years a m em ber o f the M iddlesex R eg­
imental Association E xecutive Com m ittee.

John was a grand regim ental officer, taking a 
great interest in all regim ental activities, especially 
rugby. H e was a good player h im self and he 
encouraged others to follow  his exam ple. In latter 
years he becam e a rugbv referee from  w hich he 
derived m uch pleasure. A  great chap for enjoying 
a party, a visit to ‘T h e  Pollards’ was always an 
occasion to be rem em bered. T h e  T hanksgiving 
Service held on Friday, June 27 at Bassingboum  
was w ell attended b y  his regim ental friends and 
com rades and to his w ond erful w ife C hristine and 
tw o children, M ark and A n n , w e of the Regim ental 
Association send ou r deepest sym pathy at this very 
sad and difficult tim e. John w ill be so sadly missed. 
T o  the end he fought like a true D iehard.

S n e l l — O n  M ay 4, 1980, E x -S g t (Jock) W illiam  
James Snell (6200322), aged 70 years.

Jock Snell enlisted on N o vem b er 13, 1931, and 
after recruit training at the D epot, M ill H ill, 
jo ined the 2nd Bn at C olchester. O n S eptem ber 28,
1939, he proceeded w ith  the Battalion to France 
landing at C herbourg. T h e  Battalion was billetted 
in and around G ondecourt, R oubaix and L ille  
area. O n M a y  10, 1940, the Battalion, part o f  the 
3rd D ivisio n , w ith  com panies allocated to 8th and 
9th Infantry Brigades and 7th  G uards Brigade, 
advanced into Belgium  culm inating on June 1,
1940, when the Battalion was evacuated to U K  via 
D u nkirk. H e rem ained in the U K  until July 1944, 
w hen he w ent to N W  E urope w ith  the Battalion 
returning O ctob er 1, 1945. O n June 15, 1949» he 
em barked w ith  the 1st Bn for H on g K o n g. H e 
served w ith  the Battalion in K orea 19 50-51. On 
A u g u s t 2, 19 51, he was posted to the U K  and 
jo in ed  the 7th B n at H ornsey as a P S I until being 
posted in A u gu st 1944 to H Q  Eastern Com m and, 
H ounslow , as Officers M ess Sgt. H e was discharged

on com pletion o f  engagem ent on M arch 21, 1955.
H e was in possession o f  a First Class C ertificate 
o f Education w hich he obtained in 1934. H e was a 
trained V eh icle M echanic and the m ajority o f  his 
service was spent w ith  the M T . H e was staff car 
driver to C ol Andrew' M an in K o rea and to m any 
other Com m anding Officers. O n leaving the 
service he joined the C ustom s and Excise D epart­
m ent at H eathrow  A irport. Jock Snell was a w ell 
known and respected m em ber o f  the Regim ent and 
w ill be rem em bered as a courageous, conscientious 
and reliable man in all circum stances. H e was a 
true D iehard.

H e w as in possession o f the follow ing m edals: 
1939-45 Star, France and G erm any Star, D efence 
M edal, W ar M edal 1939-45. Korean M edal, 
U nited N ations M edal and the L o n g  Service and 
G ood C onduct M edal.

R e d r u p — O n O ctober 5, 1980, E x-S g t John R ed ru p ,^ ^  
aged 50 years. Served w'ith the 1st Bn 19 5 7-6 7 .^ ?  
A fter leaving the A rm y he joined the Prison 
Service. H e leaves a w'idow and four children. T h e  
eldest, Christopher, has recently joined the A rm y 
and is w ith  the Intelligence C orps. N o  other 
details available at the moment.

S t i n t o n — O n  N ovem ber 5, 1980, M r S idney
Stinton (7666), aged 95 years, five days before his 
96th birthday.

H e enlisted at H ounslow  on N ovem ber 22, 1901, 
and served w ith  the 3rd Bn in S outh A frica, India, 
Burm a, S t Helena Island and France (19 14 -19 ).
H is total service was 18 years 232 days. H e was in 
possession o f  the follow ing m edals: Q u een ’s South 
A frica  M edal w ith two bars, M ons Star 1914, 
Victory M edal and G eneral Service M edal. C apt 
J. R. Sharpe, 2/8th Bn attended the funeral and 
very kindly represented the Regim ental Association 
and laid a floral tribute.

Sidney Sm ith was ou r oldest know n D iehard. 
V o i s e y — O n N ovem ber 1 5 ,  1 9 8 0 , M r H . M . Voisey, 

aged 88 years. Served w ith  the 3rd Bn and w as very' 
badly wounded at Y pres in 1915.

W o o l n e r — O n N ovem ber 16, 1980, M r S. R.
W oolner, aged 65 years. Served with the 9th Bn. 

T a y l o r — O n A ugust 25, 1980, E x-P te H orace^)*, 
T a y lo r  (6213593), aged 60 years. H e was called up 
for service on June 13, 1940, and after basic train­
ing was drafted to the 1st Bn in H ong K ong. H e 
w'as a m em ber o f  the last draft to  reach H ong 
K o n g  prior to the invasion. H e was taken P O W  
on D ecem ber 25, 1941, but rem ained in H ong 
K o n g  until his release on A ugust 16, 1945. and 
return to U K . H e left the A rm y on M ay 18, 1946.
H is tw in brother, form er Pte C hristopher T ay lo r 
(6213594) w'as killed at Leighton  H ill, H appy 
V alley, on D ecem ber 20, 1941, w hilst serving w ith  
‘Z ’ C oy. H e was 22 years o f  age. H orace T ay lo r 
after an unsuccessful brain operation spent the 
last five years o f his life as a com plete invalid in 
H ackney H ospital w'here at intervals I used to 
v isit him.

f
T R IP  T O  A L B U H E R A  ^

M aj P. D . Storie Pugh, t d , is hoping to arrange a 
fam ily coach trip to A lbuhera during the period M ay 
13—17, 1981, through M aj and M rs T o n y  H olt who 
are the leading operators in condu cting battlefield
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tours. Probable cost £100 per person. I f  you are 
interested please forward you r name to me, M aj 
A. E . F. W aldron, as Secretary o f  the Regimental 
Association, and I w ill pass it on to M aj Storie Pugh. 
No firm details yet— planning is only at the talking 
stage. M aj Storie Pugh has asked m e to record his 
thanks to L t  C ol J. D . G unnell, for his offer o f 
assistance with the cost o f  the coach.

M ID D L E S E X  R E G IM E N T  G O L F IN G  S O C IE T Y  
A U T U M N  M E E T IN G

T h is  m eeting was held on T uesday, O ctober 7, 
1980, at the N orth H ants G o lf  C lub , Fleet, Hants. 
T h e  detailed results, each over 18 holes, w ere as
under:
Stableford Singles Score
M r C . M urp h y (W inner H orton C up) 31
M r M . Bam field (Runner-up) 27

•L t C ol T .  W . C hattey 26
M r M . G ed ye 26
C apt M . G ed ye 26
M r A . T orrie  25
C apt R. J. Tarran t 23
M aj A . R. Bisset 22
M r C . H oldford 22
C apt P. S. Ingham  20
M aj P. D . H. M arshall 17
M r J. Rogers 17
M r C . M atthew s 16
M r J. Tarrant 16
B rig G . Lerw ill (D ivot) 12
M aj W . H . G rogan N R
M rs N . H oldford N R
M r A . Duffield N R

Stableford Foursomes Score
C apt M . S . G ed ye and M rs M . S . G ed ye

(W inners Jay C up) 29
C ap t R. J. Tarrant and M r  J. Tarran t

Runners-up) 24
M r M . G ed ye and M r T .  Jones 24
M r M . Barnfield and M rs N . H oldford 23
M r C . H oldford and M r M . W est 22

^ • L t  C ol C . N . C layden and M aj A . R. Bisset 20 
*®FvIr C . M atthew s and M r  E. Johnson 20

C apt P. S. Ingham and L t  C ol T .  W . C hattey 20 
M r C . M urp h y and M r J. Rogers 16
Brig G . Lerw ill and M aj P. D . H . M arshall 10 
M r A . T o rrie  and M aj W . H . G rogan 9

Before asking M rs Jean C layden to present the 
prizes L t  C ol T o m  C hattey said that he was very 
pleased w ith  the turnout and thanked everyone for 
the continued support that they give to the meeting. 
It was now  becom ing quite a fam ily occasion. W e 
w ere very pleased indeed that L t  C ol and M rs T ossie  
W orton w ere able to com e to lunch but very sorry 
that L t  C ol John was unable to play. W e look forward 
to seeing you  all at the S pring M eeting.

B E L G IA N  P A R A D E  1980
T h e  annual parade o f  the Am icale D es Anciens 

lly C o m b a tta n t Beiges en G rande-B ritagne was held on 
Sunday, July 20, 1980. A s has been the custom  for 
more than a decade, our Regim ental Association 
provided a contingent o f  D iehards to support our 
Belgian com rades-in-arm s.

Attending w ere M aj D ick  Sm ith, IC  contingent,

M r  Stan H urlock, the Standard Ensign, M r Jack 
M ilroy, wreath bearer, and w ith  the m archers, 
M essrs Bob A m bler, Len  Arlington, C harlie A shb y, 
A lf  Bailey, C harlie G arrard, T o m m y  Lack, m m , 

Bill M ann, Reggie M eers, T re v o r M orris, S id  
M ullett, Bill Rawlinson, S id  W ebb, ‘ Sh in er’ W right, 
M esdam es A rlington, H urlock and M ilroy. Also 
giving support on the sidelines w ere K evin  Raine, 
and M esdam es Bailey, M cD o n ald , M u llett and 
W ebb. It was a pleasure to see M arcelle A rlington 
wearing her m edals, she having the C om battant and 
Internee M edals o f France and the K in g  Leopold 
o f Belgium .

T h e  assem bly was on H orse G uards Parade, the 
parade falling in im m ediately after the C hanging o f 
the G uard  by the H ousehold C avalry. A lth o u gh  a 
w et day was forecast, the inclem ent w eather did  not 
prevent the 16 contingents and the M ilitary  Band o f 
the M iddlesex Y eom anry O C A  being present with 
a m ultitude o f Standards and Banners. T h e  num bers 
attending the parade were augm ented b y  a throng 
o f  spectators, m ostly tourists equipped w ith  cameras. 
T h e  parade was about battalion strength and the 
spectators, at least a couple of hundred at the 
com m encem ent w ith  more join ing during the course 
o f the ceremonies.

A lthough meagre in num bers, it is w ith great pride 
to be able to record that as w e reached the archw ay 
o f  H orse G uards, w e w ere applauded by the spec­
tators, the only contingent, as far as I am aware, w ho 
w ere so com plim ented. A lso, an unsolicited remark 
was that w e w ere the outstanding section. M aybe 
this was because we were the only tiny ununiform ed 
body, plus having a w heelchair patient in ou r front 
section. T h is  was Sid  W eb b , a veteran o f Korea, 
being trundled along by his com rade o f the same 
cam paign, Bill Rawlinson. T h e  burst o f  applause 
took me b y  surprise.

O ther detachm ents w ere w earing berets, peaked 
caps, side-hats w ith  badges, etc, plus T h e  Legion  o f  
Frontiersm en in their leggings, riding breeches, 
spurs, Sam -Brow nes and swords w ith  an escort o f 
lancers, all very smart and soldierlike. T h e  Royal 
British L egion  had a square o f  Standards, as did  a 
num ber o f  units from Belgium , France and A m erica, 
whilst the old soldiers from  the continental associa­
tions were festooned w ith  m edals, crosses, and 
sashes galore. T h e  squad o f our aged and infirm 
m em bers w ith  their single row  o f m edals, battered 
trilbys and bald domes certainly m ade a contrast. 
C harlie A sh b y, C harlie  G arrard, T o m m y Lack, Bill 
M ann and Bill W righ t knock up 428 years between 
them , the youngest being 83 !

Strid ing sm artly along W hitehall behind the band, 
w e halted at the C enotaph. A t  11 am, B ig Ben tolled 
the hour as the concourse stood quiet during the 
sounding o f  the Last Post— Silence— T h e  Exhorta­
tion and R eveille. Jack M ilroy passed the regim ental 
wreath to m e w ith  the wording, ‘T h e  D iehards 
salute their Belgian com rades-in-arm s w ho m ade the 
suprem e sacrifice’ . T h is , I placed at the foot o f the 
Cenotaph to jo in  those o f m any others and those to 
follow . A t  the end o f  the w reath-laying cerem ony, 
the tw o N ational A nthem s, T h e  ‘Brabançonne’ and 
‘T h e  Q u een ’ w ere played w hilst standards w ere 
low ered in salutation.

T h e n  back again to H orse G uards Parade behind

1 7



Parsons
and

Printing

O ver a Cen tu ry-o ld  Partnersh ip  . . .
Like the Services, we have a tradition to uphold, at the same time taking ad­
vantage o f  scientific progress in this age o f  m echanisation, yet m aintaining, 
through a special departm ent, a personal and helpful link with ou r customers, 
whom  we are ever willing to  advise and assist in the production o f  their journals

F I m n C A I I C  Newspaper House, 8-16 Great New Street, Lon-
■ J .  r  A  n o i l  N o  don E C 4 P 4 E R . Telephone 01-3531030. Works

W e s t m i n s t e r  p r e s s  l t d  at Hastings.

the band playing a stirring m arch, where w e once 
again paid com plim ents to the Sentry on Foot in the 
archw ay, he having no doubts w ho w e w ere when 
I gave the w ord o f  com m and, 'D ieh ards— Eyes 
R igh t'. C om plim ents w ere paid to H E  T h e  Belgian 
Am bassador as w e m arched past the dias w hich was 
follow ed b y his inspection. Both the Am bassador 
and the Belgian M ilitary Attache had com plim entary 
rem arks as to our bearing, the A m bassador having a 
special w ord w ith  C harlie G arrard, w ho has been a 
m em ber of the Belgian C lu b  for 40 years.

From  the laying o f wreaths onwards raindrops 
w ere lightly falling, m aking no difference to the set 
program m e or the deportm ent o f those taking part. 
A t  the end o f the cerem onies, M r G lo rioux, the 
parade M arshall, gave the com m and, ‘ D ism iss’ . 
Jupiter heard, and pulled out the p lu g o f heaven, 
calling ‘ Pluvial greetings com rades’ , as the rain 
bucketed down.

N ever m ind, a good parade was had b y  all.
M a j  D i c k  S m i t h

P R E S E N T A T IO N  O F  C O L O U R S  T O  6 7 th  (V ) 
B A T T A L IO N  T H E  Q U E E N ’ S R E G IM E N T

N ew  C olo urs are being presented to the 6 7th  (V ) 
Bn T h e  Q u een ’s Regt, at a Parade to be held at the 
S outh o f  E ngland S how  G rou n d  at A rd in gly , near 
H ayw ards H eath, Sussex, on T h u rsd a y , July 16,
1981. T h e  C olours w ill be presented by H er G race 
Lavin ia, D u chess o f  N orfolk , H er M ajesty ’s L o rd  
Lieutenant for the C o u n ty  o f  W est Sussex.

M em bers o f  the M iddlesex R egim ental Association 
are cordially invited to attend. In order to assist 
6 7th Q u een ’s w ith  p lanning num bers please forward 
you r name to m e, M aj A . E . F . W aldron, as Secretary 
o f  the R egim ental A ssociation, and I w ill forw ard a 
consolidated list. Fam ilies are welcom e.

L u n ch  boxes w hich  include a half bottle o f wine 
w ill be available for purchase in advance at a cost o f 
about £6 each. A lternatively m em bers are welcom e 
to b rin g a p icnic lunch and drinks w ill be available 
from  a cash bar. Spectators w ill be asked to  be seated 
by 10.30am. It is also planned to introduce about 
8—10 m em bers from  each O C A  to H er G race im ­
m ediately follow ing the parade in the custom ary way.

F u ll details w ill be issued early next year.

T H E  Q U E E N ’S R E G IM E N T A L  A S S O C IA T IO N  
R E U N IO N

M a j P a t D o n o v a n , M rs  K it ty  D o n o v a n  a n d  M aj 
J im m y  W ild  lo o k in g  v e r y  p le a s e d  w ith  l i fe  at 
H o w e  B a r r a c k s  o n  S u n d a y , A u g u s t  3, 1980

A ls o  th e  y o u n g e s t  r e c r u it  to  th e  Q u e e n ’s R e g t

E R R A T U M  
M a j G e n  B. A . C O A D , CB, CBE, D S O , D L
Reference the Diehards Neivsletter N o. 43 (June 

1980), page 3, line 16. T h e  sentence beginning ‘But 
for his strong personality etc ’ should have read ‘But 
for his strong personality and leadership in conditions 
which in Korea could hardly have produced greater 
problems, the Brigade could have suffered m any more 
casualties than it did; a Battalion m ight even have 
been lost for no sound reason.’

T h e  words in Italic  w ere om itted in m y previous 
article.

Apologies to C ol A ndrew  M an from the Editor.

L E T T E R S
From : E x-C p l A . R. Jenkins, form erly 1st Bn and 
taken P O W  in H ong K o n g  and was taken to Japan 

^ a n d  was in Osaka, Sakurajim a Cam p.
Returning to H ong K o n g  after so m any years was 

a promise fulfilled. T o d a y  the trip takes 16 hours 
instead o f the six weeks on a troopship, B ut today, 
one flies off in a Jumbo je t and w ithin a few hours I 
was getting off the plane at K ai T a k  A irport into a 
clim ate o f 88 degrees.

I was not surprised to see the huge skyscrapers in 
H ong K o n g  or Kow loon. I had been told b y  m any 
people that I w ould find m any changes and how  right 
th ey were. W here the H ong K o n g  &  Shanghi Bank 
was the tallest building in H ong K ong, now  it is 
dwarfed am ongst the skyscrapers. It has been 
mentioned that this w orld w ide know n bank w ith  its 
beautiful structure w ill be dem olished and rebuilt to 
stand beside the other tall buildings. A  great p ity 
really, this land mark w ill be m issed w ith  the two 
huge lions at the entrance.

I wish to express m y sincere thanks to W O 2 John 
Frost, b e m , a D iehard w ho is now  serving w ith  ‘T h e  
Q ueen ’s ’ and is attached to the Royal H ong K o n g 
Regt for two years.

T h e  Regim ental Association (M aj F. W aldron) 
put m e in touch w ith John and I m ust say I had V IP  
treatm ent right at the start o f m y visit to H ong K ong. 
I was introduced to m any m em bers o f the Volunteers 

^ fc n d  was invited to a grand dinner ‘Chinese style ’ 
^ W /hich  was quite fantastic and great fun.

W e covered a lo t o f ground in tw o weeks, both 
H ong K o n g  and the N e w  T erritories. A  visit I 
wanted to make was the W ar G raves, I was very 
im pressed w ith the whole layout. It was so clean, 
fresh and tidy. I congratulate the W ar G raves C o m ­
mission on their good work. A s John and I walked 
around taking photographs o f  som e o f  the D iehards 
graves I came across one that took m y m ind back to 
those grim  P O W  days w hen m y good friend G eorge 
Grinstead died on D ecem ber 8, 1941, in Sham shuipo 
Cam p. It was a sad m om ent. I was nevertheless very 
happy to have found these graves o f so m any brave 
Diehards, after all, that was one o f the reasons I 
took the trip to H ong K ong.

A  place that has not changed over the years is o f

f course G overnm ent H ouse, I took a stroll past the 
Peak C ab le  T ram , up the hill a short distance and 
behold there was the w hite building, w hich looked 
very im pressive w ith  its huge iron gates. M an y a 
D iehard has been on G uard  D u ty  at this building 
(m yself included) b ut there are no troops on the 
main gate, ju st a policem an, who seem ed to be in

control. I m anaged to take a few  photographs and 
carried on, but not before I spoke to the policeman 
and explained to him  that m any years ago I also was 
on duty at G overnm ent H ouse. H e seem ed inter­
ested, in fact, w hen I departed he shook m y hand 
firmly.

W hile w alking around H ong K ong, I saw M urray 
Street, b ut alas there is no M urray Barracks but 
instead there is the H ilton H otel. A nother place I 
wanted to visit was C entral Fire Station (after being 
in the Fire Service for 26 years m yself). I walked into 
the C ontrol Room  and introduced m yself to the 
station officer. Straight away I was m ade very 
welcom e, as w e had so m uch in com m on. In fact, no 
matter where a fireman m ight visit in this world, 
there always seems to be a bond betw een them . I 
visited the mess and it was w hile I was enjoying a cup 
o f coffee that the ‘bells w ent dow n ’, and like any fire 
station crew  it was a rush to m ount the fire appliance 
and proceed w hatever the call m ight be. I m anaged 
to get a snap o f the appliance leaving the fire station. 
W hat I saw o f the H ong K o n g  Fire Service, they 
rank very high and are reputed to be one o f  the best 
brigades in the world.

John and I decided to visit the N ew  Territories 
and get to the border, but it was not to be, w e w ere 
stopped at a check point about a mile from  the border, 
i f  w e wanted to go further we had to produce written 
perm ission from  the police. E ven John’s ID  C ard 
was not accepted, w hich usually got us anywhere. 
T h e  ironic part was, John w ill be on border d uty in a 
few  weeks time, seeking out any illegal im m igrants 
that m ight cross over from C hina and it is said that 
scores try  every night to cross into H ong K ong.

L ike all good things m ust come to an end, I had a 
full two weeks o f events and enjoyed ev en ' m om ent. 
T h anks to John Frost and his charm ing w ife M arion, 
w ho can make you  feel at hom e right from  the start 
w ith  her veryr good meals and hospitality.

M y  impression o f todays H ong K ong, w ell things 
have most certainly changed over the years like m ost 
countries and o f course the standard o f living has 
im proved a hundred fold. People look very happy and 
prosperous and have the atritude o f living for today 
and let tom orrow  look after itself. I have a great 
feeling for H ong K o n g  and the Chinese b ut I m ust 
admit that it has lost its character.

A l f  a t  T a ip o k a u
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From : L en  W oodm an, form erly ‘D ’ C o y , i/7th Bn.
O n O ctob er 23, m y w ife and I m ade a jou rn ey to 

T u n isia , to visit the desert w here the 1 /7th Bn had 
b een w ith  the 51st H ighland D ivision. W e left 
C ondon at m idday, w ith T u n is  A ir, the first stop was 
at M onastair and then on to the offshore island o f 
Jerba w here w e had m ade our hom e base. T h e  fo l­
low ing day w e settled in, ju st taking in the sunshine 
and m aking plans for ou r stay in Tunisia . O u r first 
trip took us back to the tow n o f G abes, how  m any o f 
you  rem em ber that place ? O n the w ay w e stopped at 
another place you  should rem em ber, the name 
M edenine. T h e re  has been very little change that I 
could recall, p lenty o f  flies, etc, from  there we 
travelled to the tow n called M atm ata. I cannot 
rem em ber that place, do any o f you ? It was b y this 
tim e getting late, so w e returned to base. O n Sunday 
the 26th m y w ife said she w ould like to v isit a church, 
so w e w ent to church, and spent the rest o f the day 
leisurely, good food and nice weather.

O ctob er 2 7 — w e started o ff again this tim e to at 
place called Foum  T atahouine. W e had to go along 
the Rom an C ausew ay from  Jerba to M edenine, the 
roads are not quite like the m otorw ays over here, 
even though it was classed a major road, w hile at 
M edenine w e visited the palm  trees as show n in the 
book called ‘T h e  51st H ighland D ivision  at W a r' by 
Roderick G ran t, page 7 4 .  A fter the tow n called 
T atah ouin e w e took a dirt road for approxim ately 
20km suitable for only cross-country vehicles, we 
w ere now  getting into real desert country, talk about 
fasten you r seat belts, to ou r right w e saw the p ill­
boxes, this was along the M areth  L in e  m ade b y  our 
dear friend R om m el, still there as large as life, ju st as 
if  th ey  are w aiting for the next tim e. T h is  brought 
back m em ories! A t  last w e reached the village of 
C henine and the end o f the road. T o  go on w ould be 
taking you r life  into the desert in you r ow n hands. 
From  there it was only sand. T h e  A tlas mountains 
w ere all around us, in part o f w hich the m en o f the 
m ountains, the Berbers live in the original homes 
m ade inside them  where they have lived since 8 2 5 A D . 
Various w ars through the centuries m ade them  flee 
their hom es b ut they always returned so that now  
their hom es are at three distinctive levels in these 
mountains.

T h is  w as only a short return visit, b ut w e both 
intend to return again later for m ore adventure.

T im e was getting late so w e had to start the return 
jou rney, b y  the tim e w e got back w e had had enough, 
and w ere ready for a good m eal and into bed, good 
jo b  reveille w as not until 0800 hours.

T h e  next day w e spent getting  a few  gifts to bring 
hom e w ith  us, and that takes a day believe me.

O ctob er 28 was out last day, w e w ent and explored 
this island o f  Jerba tucked aw ay in the Bay o f  G abes. 
I t ’s a m ost interesting place to com e to anytim e you 
w ant to be at peace w ith  the w orld. I did w hat I had 
always said I w ould do, and we enjoyed it im m ensely, 
w orth every penny.

O u r pals w ho never m ade it are really at rest in 
peace. G o d  Bless T h em .

John M . M annering sent m e the follow ing new s­
paper cutting  w hich I quote b elow  B ig T a m  s 
M ania. T h e  nam e ‘T h e  L adies from  H ell’ was 
attributed m ainly to the 51st H ighland D ivision  in

the 19 14 -18  war. It was, and still is, Territorial, 
recruited in Scotland. I served w ith  the H D  in the 
1939-45 war and in m y R egim ent there was never 
more than five per cent non-Scots. O u r G en  W im ber- 
lev (B ig T am ) had a mania for Scots. T h e  only 
exception being the M idd lesex Regt, who were 
h ighly appreciated by the rest o f the D ivision.

Signed b y  a T o m  M c W h i r t e r , Glasgow .

T H E  A R N O L D  H O U S E  C H E S H IR E  H O M E
T h e  A rnold  H ouse Cheshire H om e (T h e Leonard 

Cheshire Foundation) is at 66 T h e  Ridgeway, 
Enfield, M idd x. f t

T h is  hom e is occupied b y 20 physically handicapped "  
residents m ost o f whom  have their ow n single rooms.

Bert and Joan M ellor from  A lbuhera C lose are 
active volunteer workers at the hom e. M ore help is 
required and if  you are able to offer a pair o f  w illing 
hands the H ead o f the H om e, M r V icto r T e rry  w ill be£ | ) 
very pleased to see you.

A N N U A L  P I L G R IM A G E  T O  M O N S , 1980
D u e to the kindness and benevolence o f  admiring 

benefactors w ho wish to remain anonym ous, but at 
the same time express their appreciation for the 
qualities and sacrifice o f  our soldiers in W o rld  W ar 1, 
a coach was supplied for a visit to France and Flanders. 
T h ese  b rief notes cover the cerem onies at M ons, to 
com m em orate the Battle o f M ons, A ugust 23, i 9 *4 - 
Both our 1 st and 4th Bns w ere aw arded this honour 
although the brunt o f the fighting fell on the 4th Bn. 
E lsewhere in this N ew sletter, other aspects o f the 
v isit to areas, especially those in France, m ay appear 
from  another pen.

T h e  ex-soldiers o f the R egim ent, and H onorary 
m em bers o f the D iehards C lu b  w ho w ere present 
wrere: S qn  L d r  Jim A bell, C harlie A sh b y, D avid  
Bennett, A rchie Brown, A lf  C h u rch , Charlie 
G arrard, H arry H art, m b e , D onald H udson, T o m m y 
Lack, m m ,  M aj Bill L ovell, Bill M arshall, C apt 
Johnny M orris, Bill M an, Les Plum b, Charles 
Satchel 1 and Bill W right. T resh am  G reen  and D avid 
M arie, tw o H onorary m em bers and great friends 
o f our m em bers w ere not only excellent and barc® k 4 
working drivers o f the coach, throughout the p i lg r im ^ ^  
age, th ey were also instrum ental in obtaining the 
coach to no expense to  those travelling. T h e  same 
applies to D avid Bennett and his helper N orm a who 
had friends to help finance the trip. T h e  distaff side 
w'ere M esdam es A shb y, K night, M cD o n ald , N orm an 
and Sm yrk. Later to be joined, in Belgium  b y  M iss 
Rose Coom bs, m b e , the possessor o f an encyclopaedic 
fund o f  knowledge of the battlefields o f 19 14 -18  and 
w ho is the Special Collections O fficer at the Im perial 
W ar M useum .

T h e  party w ere accom modated at S H A P E , the 
Suprem e H eadquarters A llied  Pow ers Europe, all 
personnel there eager to  be hosts to our party. A fter 
a satisfying meal on arrival, the party w ere escorted 
to their sleeping quarters. O utside the inner door of 
the dorm itory for unaccom panied chaps was the 
notice, ‘T h is  table is for the use o f D iehards o n ly ! 
A fter use, un-plug and refill kettle, m ake sure kettle 
is unplugged at n ight’ . O n the table, in addition to 
the kettle w ere tea-bags, crem ora and sugar.

O u r first cerem ony was at Casteau on Friday the 
22nd w here m em bers o f S H A P E  and the Belgian
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veterans joined us at the m emorial erected on the 
spot where the first British shot w'as fired on Saturday, 
A ugust 22, 1914. H ere our wreath was laid b y  C pl 
M ick Y ou n g o f  the R A F  and the Exhortation 
declaimed by Sqn L d r Jim A bell. I felt it fitting that 
a m em ber o f  our armed forces serving at this so 
im portant establishm ent should join  in our cere­
monies. It w'as a Corporal w ho fired that shot 66 
years ago, so w ho better to com m em orate it than a 
C orporal o f today: and one o f  our youngest o f the 
three o f our armed forces. T o  com plete the recogni­
tion o f this service, it was an R A F  officer w ho had 
battled in the skies during the last war, the son o f  the 
first British officer to be killed in action in 1914, who 
was requested to recite the Exhortation, Jim A bell 
w ho w'as born in our Regiment.

W ith  due solem nity, the Last Post was sounded by 
D rum m er K eith  A llam  o f the Coldstream  G uards 

f t^ w h o  w'as dressed in full regim entals and bearskin. It 
^  ’ ’was possible to have this bugler due to the kindness of 

the A djutant o f  the Postal and C ourier D epot, 
Royal Engineers, M ill H ill, M aj E. J. L yon s, R E, 
w ho applied, on our behalf to the G uards D epot, 
Pirbright, and whose C om m anding O fficer kindly 
gave the necessary permission.

A fter the official cerem onies, w e adjourned to the 
‘ M ed ici’ where toasts w ere drunk to o u r tw o coun­
tries, and to our host, D octor Leborgne, w ho as a 
13-year-old lad had witnessed this first action o f our 
cavalry outposts. It w'as the doctor’s birthday. In 
past years, before Casteau becam e absorbed b y  the 
C ity  o f  M ons, the doctor had held the office o f 
Bourgm estre o f Casteau. O ver the years, he and I 
have built a rapport.

W ith  our party this year w ere a num ber o f  our 
com rades o f the Royal Fusiliers w'hose 4th Bn were 
at N im y, on the left o f our ‘ B ’ C oy, 4th Bn, during 
the battle. T h eir  Regim ental Association had kindly 
donated towards the expenses o f the pilgrim age and 
they joined us in all ceremonies.

A fter our cerem ony at Casteau, w e m oved to the 
Royal Fusilier mem orial at N im y Bridge, where the 
4th Royal Fusiliers w on two o f the first V C s  o f 1914, 
hose o f  L t  M . J. Dease, vc, and C pl C . E. G odley, 
'C . H ere, H arry H art, placed a wreath under the 

bronze plaque, he being a Royal Fusilier as well as a 
D iehard, w hilst the tw o regim ental standards, T h e  
Royal Fusiliers Association and the M iddlesex R egi­
m ental Association w ere dipped in honour. Bill 
M arshall was Ensign for the Royal Fusiliers and 
D avid Bennett our Ensign. D ru m m er Allam , as at 
Casteau, sounded the Last Post and Reveille. A t 
N im y, it was accom panied b y  the rum ble o f  trains 
over the iron bridge, the plaque being under the 
bridge. Joining us was an A m erican servicem an o f 
S H A P E  whose father was visiting from  Am erica. 
G eorge Beiler, Snr, had been a ‘D o u gh b oy’ G unner 
in France in 19 17 -18 , the old soldier joined in at our 
services, a welcom e guest.

A u gu st 23 was the day w e had com e to com m em - 
_ orate. T h e  first o f the cerem onies began at 9.30am at 

the A venue 4th M iddlesex. It was 15 years ago that 
the thoroughfare, T h e  A venue o f  the 4th M iddlesex, 
was officially opened. T h e  pilgrim s m arched the 
length o f the crescent shaped road as the inhabitants 
w atched from their doors and w indow s. Q uite a 
num ber o f  the houses are rented by soldiers’ families

on the staff at S H A P E . T h e  signal to fall in at the 
com m encem ent was the 4th Bn bugle call, followed 
by ‘Fall In ’ . In the shadows, m any o f  those w ho will 
grow  not old as w e grow  old, cocked up their ears, 
saying to each other ‘T h e y  still rem em ber’.

T h e  m arching body was im pressive to see. P re­
ceded b y the Standards, bem edalled old soldiers 
m arched decorously in a steady pace to suit their age. 
In the rear m arched K eith  A llam , his tall scarlet clad 
figure and bearskin headdress adding colour and im ­
pressiveness to the occasion. O u t o f  the corner o f  m y 
eye, as I headed the procession, I saw a ch ild ’s eyes 
open w ide in w onderm ent, whilst the you n g m other 
surreptitously w iped away a tear.

A t the end o f the m arch w e m ade out w ay to the 
farm o f M  A bel Lherm ite, whose father was the 
farm er in A ugust 1914. H e greeted Jim A bell as one 
greets a dear relative. M aj W . H . A b ell, Jim ’s father 
was the C om pany C om m ander o f ‘A ’ C o y , who 
fought on this ground. It was here that M aj A bell 
was killed, the first officer to be killed in action in 1914. 
F or those w ho w ere view ing the battlefield for the 
first tim e, I gave a b rief description o f the battle. O ne 
chap present was able to nod his head as I spoke. 
‘Sh in er’ W right was one o f M aj A b e ll’s squaddies on 
that day in 1914.

Jim A bell left us, and q uietly  walked to the spot on 
the field where his father had died in 1914, placing a 
small cross, w ith  poppy, in the ground. In the d ist­
ance a cow  lowed. M aybe the creature knew  o f the 
kine who died in the cross-fire so long ago.

R etreating to the farm house, liquid refreshm ent 
was generously supplied by A bel and M arthe 
Lherm ite, all the w hile these two Belgians oozing 
friendship to ou r folk. It was very touching.

From  ‘ “ A  ”  C o y  F arm ’ we made out w ay to the 
Belgian N ational M em orial, to pay our respects to 
our Belgian com rades-in-arm s who had m ade the 
suprem e sacrifice. O n this jou rn ey w e w ere escorted 
b y L t  R oger G elain  o f the G endarem ie w ho ensured 
w e had a smooth jou rn ey there and on every other 
jou rney throughout the day. H is services w ere 
invaluable. T h e y  w ere also voluntary.

A t the m em orial, ou r wreath was laid b y  L t  C ol 
John Burgess, o b e , who served in the 1st Bn as a 
subaltern in K orea. T h e  Exhortation was declaim ed 
b y  A rchie Brow n and the bugle calls sounded by 
D rum m er Allam .

From  the N ational M em orial, w e made our w ay 
to the B elfry m em orial. A t  the base o f this mem orial 
to the tw o Battles o f  M ons, that o f  1914 and 1918, is 
a casket containing soil taken from  all the battlefields 
o f  19 14 -18 . H ere, the w reath was laid by M aj Bill 
L o vell w ho had travelled from  O stende w here he is 
dom iciled, and the Exhortation said b y  C harlie 
G arrard.

From  the B elfry M em orial, a v isit was m ade to the 
H otel de V ille  where it has been the custom  for at 
least tw o decades for the Burgom aster and the C iv ic  
Dignitaries to host our party, toast ou r countries 
and make reciprocal speeches. F rom  the balcony o f 
this ancient building w ere flying proudly the 
Belgian N ational flag, the flag o f  M ons and the 
D iehards regim ental flag.

A fter an interval for a m eal, the coach m oved off 
to Saint Sym phorien M ilitary  C em etery, surely one 
o f  the m ost beautiful in France and Flanders. M y
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first d uty on arrival is to pay m y respects at the grave 
o f  L/6915, C S M  J. W . ‘N a v v y ’ Sinton w hom  I look 
upon as being the acm e o f  m ilitary efficiency. H ere I 
invited L t  C ol John Burgess to plant a Cross o f 
Rem em brance. T h is  he did  after I had told the 
assem bled spectators the story- o f this fine soldier. 
C ol John assures me that he is going to care for that 
grave w hilst he is stationed at S H A P E . I have no 
doubt he visited the grave on Rem em brance D ay.

A t the m em orial to the ‘R oyal’ M iddlesex Regt, 
erected b y  the G erm ans and unveiled by Crow n 
Prinz R uprech t V on Bayern o f Bavaria in 1916, the 
regim ental wreath was placed b y  C harlie A shb y who 
was a m em ber o f  ‘B ’ C o y , 4th B n in i 9 I 4- T h e  
E xhortation was recited b y  me and the haunting 
strains o f  the L a st Post and Reveille gave all m om ents 
o f  sadness as w e saw in front o f  us the arc o f  graves 
o f  those cheerful Tom m ies o f  1914-

O u r first cerem ony that day had been at the 
A ven u e o f  the 4th M iddlesex, a m em orial b y  our 
B elgian A llies to show  their appreciation o f trusty 
fighting com rades-in-arm s. A t this latter cerem ony 
w e w ere at a m em orial erected b y  a soldierly adver­
sary w ho appreciated the sterling fighting qualities 
o f  an honest and gallant foe. T h is  is unique. W e are 
the only regim ent w ith  m em orials in the same 
locality from  a grateful ally and adm iring adversary. 
W e have cause to be proud. W e are proud.

F rom  the regim ental m em orial, w e w ent to the 
grave o f M aj A bell. Jim A b ell had that m orning 
planted a small cross o f  rem em brance on the spot 
w here his father had died. N o w  w e w ere at the grave 
w here the b ody had been interred. A t the special 
request o f  S qn  L d r  A b ell, L / 14621 ex-Pte W right, 
one o f  M aj A b e ll’s soldiers, placed the fam ily wreath 
w ith  its D iehard  badge, b y  the mem orial stone 
erected b y the C om m onw ealth  W ar G raves C om ­
m ission. T h e  tw o regim ental standards w ere lowered 
in obeisance as I recited a personal and m odified 
exhortation. T h is  little filial gesture caused teeth to 
be clenched and eyes to dam pen am ongst som e o f our 
hardened old soldiers. T h e  silence lasted even after 
this little act w as over.

F rom  Saint S ym phorien to O bo u rg where the 
first shots o f  the first battle w ere fired on Sunday 
m orning, A u gu st 23, 1914- A s the bells w ere calling 
the devout to  prayer, so w ere the bugles calling our 
soldiers to their battle line.

D ' C o y , 4th M idd lesex, w ere to  be the first to 
fight a battle in 1914, albiet the first shot b y  the o u t­
post had been fired the day before. T h is  was the 
battle proper; and the w ord  ‘M O N S  em blazed on 
ou r C olo urs recalls the valour displayed that day. A t 
the end o f  the day, the A djutan t recorded the casual­
ties as 15 officers and 467 other ranks, as follow s: 
‘A ’ C oy— 134. ‘B ’ C o y — 96» C ’ C o y  54» D  C oy 
183.

In the opening speech b y  M  Rene Langouche, he 
em phasised the bond that had existed between his 
countrym en and ourselves, saying, as he has said so 
often in the past, ‘Y o u  cam e to fight for us. T h e  
jackb oot w as not tram pling over yo u r backgarden, it 
was tram pling over ours. Y o u  cam e to our help. 
M an y  o f  you  rem ain in ou r soil. W e  w ill N E V E R  
forget’ . A s  a you th  o f  14 years he had w itnessed the 
battle and retains v iv id  m em ories o f the m ovem ents 
o f  the soldiers during the fight. It is entrancing to

listen to him  and one can, in the m ind’s eye, hear the 
passage o f  shots and the din o f  this initial action o f  
the war.

For the last tim e, I placed our regim ental wreath 
on the hook beneath the bronze plaque o f the w all o f 
O bo u rg Station. T h e  plaque reads:

‘ N ear this spot on A ugust 23, 1914» T h e  honour 
fell to the 4th Bn T h e  M iddlesex R egt to fire the 
first shots o f the Battle o f  M ons. O n the roof o f 
this b uilding an unidentified British soldier made 
the suprem e sacrifice in order to protect the 
retreat o f  his com rades.’
Below, on the plaque, the above is also in the 

French language. T h e  story o f  this heroic D iehard W *  
is rem iniscent to that of H oratius C o d es , the legend­
ary hero o f ancient Rom e, who defended the bridge 
across the T ib er.

T h e  station building is no m ore, but our numerous 
friends o f the Regim ent are ensuring the p la q u r^ fc  
remains, suitably m ounted, on a special piece o f ^  
ground near the site o f the building. As Rene 
Langouch said, they w ill never forget.

T h e  close o f the cerem ony was m arked b y  the 
sounding o f the Last Post, the Exhortation recited 
b y  Les Plum b and the Reveille. T h e  rem ainder o f the 
evening was personal and not cerem onial.

N ext day, our contingent w ere invited to attend 
the church service in the G arrison C hurch  at S H A P E . 
Special pews w ere allocated to ou r veterans. T h e  
church was full to capacity. T o  attend to the congre­
gation were five sidesmen, three padres and an altar 
boy, a splendid organist and a m elodious choir. T h e  
hym n singing b y the young, robust, congregation o f 
well dressed young soldiers w ho are hand-picked for 
em ploym ent at this first class establishm ent, accom ­
panied b y  attractive, charm ing and in m any cases, 
exquisitely dressed wives and teenage children, was an 
unbounded pleasure to see and hear. H ere were 
youthful, vigorous C hristians singing praises. A  
genuine pleasure for our age groups to enjoy.

T h e n  follow ed the largest Com m union I have ever 
seen. WTe advanced to the altar b y  pews. Scores upon 
scores. It was a most unusual sight, and one w hich the 
H eavenly host w ould see and nod in appreciation. ▲  

T h e  Lesson was read b y  one o f  our C helsea P e n -^ ^ 1 
sioners, Charles Q uinnell, m m , a R oyal Fusilier who 
quite often is seen on television. H is enunciation was 
admirable, his delivery exceptional. It was as i f  we 
w ere listening to the story for the first tim e. T h e  
congregation craned forward in rapt attention after 
his first sentence.

T h e  Padre, L t  C ol S. I. M cG e e , R A C H D , held us 
back after the service as ou r senior officer wished to 
have a w ord w ith  us, b ut w e eventually m et him  in 
the com fort o f the coffee room. G en  S ir  Jack H arm an,
GC B , OBE, m c ,  ADC, the D S A C E U R  (D ep u ty  Suprem e 
A llied  Com m ander Europe), was very com plim entary 
as w ere other senior officers w ith  w hom  I chatted, 
and w ho strolled around speaking to quite a num ber 
o f  the O ld  and Bold.

A  long story w ould need to be told  to cover the 
travels o f the contingent, b ut this, as far as possible, 
covers the M O N S  pilgrim age, and M ons only.

T o  bid us farew ell at Ostende, was M aj Bill Lovell 
and G ilb erte L o vell who made sure an am ple supply 
o f  shrim ps w ere available for the travellers to  enjoy 
during the long ferry jou rn ey back to Dover.
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In M ons, we were am ong old friends, at S H A P E , 
we w ere finding new ones o f all nationalities all the 
time. T h e  British contingent, the U K S U , could not 
do enough for us.

A  pilgrim age that w ill remain in the m em ory o f  all 
who w ere privileged to be present.

M a j  D i c k  S m i t h

N O T E S
i.  T h ere  w ere five awards o f  the V ictoria Cross for 
the first day o f battle, A ugust 23, 1914. L t  Dease and 
C pl G odley m entioned above, also C apt T .  W right,

• R E ; L cp l C . A . Jarvis, R E ; and C pl C . E. G arforth, 
15th H ussars. C pl G arforth , before join ing the 
Regular A rm y, had been trained as a C adet in the 
M iddlesex A rm y C adet Force.

N o awards w ere recom m ended for M ons by L t-C o l
C . P. A . H ull, the C om m anding O fficer o f  the 4th Bn 

^ fcM id d le sex  Regt. H is view  was that his battalion was 
^ ^ r a in e d  during peace to be able to fight efficiently in 

war. I f  the Battalion fought well, that is how  it 
should be. Should any m em ber not do his utm ost, he 
w ould be answerable to A m vat H ull. T h a t is how  it 
was.

O ne award was eventually made. T h e  D C M  to 
W 37376, Sgt C . E. English. It appeared in the London 
Gazette, 30.1.1920, when his C om pany Com m ander, 
C apt ‘G u ssey ’ G lass returned from  captivity at the 
end o f the war. C apt G lass had been w ounded and 
made a P O W  at O bourg. T h e  citation reads: ‘7376, 
S gt Charles English ‘D ’ C oy 4 M x  Regt. F or con­
spicuous gallantry and devotion to duty (A ug 23, 
1914). D u rin g the defence o f O bo u rg R ailway S ta­
tion, he displayed marked gallantry and set a fine

exam ple to the men o f his section under heavy shell 
and rifle fire. Later when ordered to fall back, he 
successfully held up the enem y on several occasions 
w ith a handful o f  m en and eventually enabled some 
o f  the com pany to get back to Battalion H Q  by 
engaging the enem y single-handed w ith  accurate 
rifle fire.’
2. C S M  S in ton ’s scarlet tunic o f 1914 displays the 
m ilitary efficiency o f  the ideal infantrym an. T h e  
badge o f rank at this date for a C S M  was three gold 
chevrons above the right elbow  above w hich were 
crossed colours in velvet and gold wire (the C Q M S  
wore the same badge— the crow n and warrant rank 
was not introduced until 1915). A t the point o f  the 
bottom  chevron is crossed swords in silver wire, the 
qualification o f an instructor in physical training. 
A bo ve the point o f the yellow  cu ff on the right sleeve 
is a star in gold wire, denoting an expert ju d ge o f  
distance. T h is  was before m echanised and scientific 
aids such as range finders w ere in use. A bo ve the 
point o f the yellow  cu ff on the left sleeve is crossed 
rifles in gold wire surm ounted by a star, denoting 
he was the best shot in the Com pany. A b o ve this is a 
a large badge in gold wire o f  a wreath o f  laurels 
w ithin w hich are crossed rifles, the w hole surm ounted 
b y  a crown, the skill-at-arm s badge o f  the best shot 
in the Battalion am ong the C S M s , the C sgts and 
Sgts.

H ere was a soldier o f  experienced age and service, 
a senior ranks w ho could give a distinct order, a man 
physically fit, so essential for good rifle shooting, he 
could ju d ge the distance at w hich his target was and 
was a skilled marksman w ho could hit that target.

W hat a soldier.

T h e  b ro n z e  p la q u e  s h o w n  b e lo w  w a s  o r ig in a l ly  s ite d  o n  th e  w a l l  o f  O b o u rg  R a i lw a y  S ta tio n . T h is  
p la q u e  h a s  n o w  b e e n  e r e c t e d  o n  a  m e m o r ia l  p lo t n e a r b y
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