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F O R E C A S T  O F  E V E N T S  1980

Date Event

M arch  10 Executive M eetin g Regim ental A sso­
ciation Com m ittee, C ounty H all,
London S E i.

22 9th Bn Annual Reunion D inner,
Q uality Inn, V ictoria Street, London 
S W i.

A p ril 26 1/7th Bn (1939-45) D inner at T A
C entre, Priory Road, Hornsey.

M ay  6 M idd lesex R egt G olfing Society Spring
M eeting, N orth H ants G o lf  C lu b , 
Fleet, Hants.

16 M iddlesex R egt Officers’ C lu b  D inner,
C avalry and G uards C lub.

17 A fternoon— A lbuhera Service o f  R e­
m em brance at S t Paul’s Cathedral. 

Evening— A nnual Reunion, T A  Centre, 
Deansbrook Road, Edgvvare, M idd le- 

k  sex.
31 2/ioth Bn A nnual Luncheon at V ictory 

C lub , Seym our Street, London, W 2. 

June 4 D e rb y  O uting.

Aug  3 Q ueen ’s Regim ent G rand Reunion,
H ow e Barracks, Canterbury.

O ct 3 2/7ÜÎ Bn Annual D inner, V icto ry  C lub ,
Seym our Street, L ondon W 2.

7 M iddlesex R egt G olfing Society,
A utum n M eeting, N orth  H ants G o lf  
C lub , Fleet, H ants.

19 A ttendance at C hurch  Parade, Royal 
H ospital Chelsea.

3 Executive M eeting Regim ental A sso­
ciation Com m ittee, C ou n ty  H all, 
London S E i.

8 C erem ony at F ield  o f  Rem em brance,
M iddlesex G uildhall and W est­
m inster A bb ev.

N ov  9 1000 hours— Rem em brance D a y  Service 
at Inglis Barracks, M ill H ill, followed 
by reunion at T A  C entre, Edgware.

1045 hours— 7th B n W reath Laying 
C erem ony at H ornsey Parish C hurch  
by the H ornsey and Enfield Branch.

1500 hours— 2/ioth Bn Rem em brance 
D a y Service at S t N icholas C hurch, 
C hisw ick.

F IE L D  O F  R E M E M B R A N C E
T h e  A nnual C erem ony at the F ield  o f Rem em ­

brance took place on Saturday, N ovem ber 10, and 
was w ell attended by m any ex-m em bers o f the 
R egim ent and civil dignitaries headed b y the D epu ty 
Chairm an o f the G reater London C ouncil, M r John
B. W ard, JP. T h e  follow ing senior officers w ere 
present: M aj G en  S ir John W illoughby, k b e , c b , 

B rig D . B. Rendell, c b e , m c , C ol I. R. Burrows, 
o b e , C ol A . S . J. de S . C layton, o b e , C ol R. M . 
Cain, C ol W . D . Ellis, o b e , t d , d l , and C ol M . H.
Sum m ers, DSO, OBE, T D , DL.

T h e  m ajority o f  the boroughs ly ing w ithin the old 
county o f  M iddlesex w ere represented. A  short 
service was held at the C ou n ty  M em orial situated in 
the entrance hall to the M iddlesex G uildhall, con­
ducted b y  the R ev W . E. B. Jones, V icar, N orth 
W em bley, M iddlesex, and form er Chaplain to the 
1st Bn T h e  M iddlesex R egim ent (D C O ). A  p ro­
cession headed b y  M r L . Plum b, follow ed b y  M r 
A . A . M oody, carrying the Regim ental Association 
Standard, escorted b y  Chelsea Pensioner, I/P F. 
W orton, form ed up outside the G uildhall under the 
direction o f M aj R. W . J. Sm ith, m b e , and m oved 
to the Regim ental P lot in the F ield  o f Rem em brance 
outside W estm inster A bb ey.

A t the plot the President o f  the Regim ental 
Association, L t  C ol T .  W . C hattey, o b e , after saying 
‘W e plant these crosses today in m em ory o f our 
fallen com rades o f the M idd lesex R egim ent’ planted 
the first cross. H e then invited the Deputy' Chairm an
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o f  the G reater London C ouncil, M r John B. W ard, 
JF, to plant a cross.

T h e  Deputy* Chairm an was follow ed b y  the 
R ev W . E. B. Jones, the H igh Sh eriff o f  G reater 
London, M r Peter W . K ininm onth, escorted bv 
M aj S . C . W . W eller, m b e , m m .

M em bers o f  the Regim ent representing the 
follow ing Battalions then in turn planted a cross: 
is t  Bn, M aj G en  S ir John W illo ugh b y, k b e , c b ; 

2nd Bn, C o l A . S. J. de S . C layton , o b e ; 3rd Bn, 
M r  A . G a le ; 4th Bn, M r  W . A . W righ t; 5/6th Bns, 
B rig  D . B. Rendell, c b e , m c ; i/7th Bn, M aj 
M . J. Beaum ont, t d ; 2/7th Bn, M r  A . A llch o m e; 
8th Bn, C ol W . D . Ellis, o b e , t d , d l ; 9th Bn, M r 
R- T .  A leers; 10th Bn, M r  A . D . Scudam ore, o b e ; 

B and and D ru m s, M r  A . R. D ran e; R. Irish  R an­
gers, M r  P. J. Boyce, m b e , b e m  (originally 6196099 
M idd lesex Regt).

C rosses w ere then planted b y  the civil dignitaries 
in  the follow ing order:
1. T h e  D e p u ty  M ay o r o f  the L ondon Borough o f 

Barnet, C o u n cillo r J. P. F itzgib bon, f h r s , f n d s , 

D ip. H ort., escorted b y  C ap t P. I. Roberts.
2. T h e  D e p u ty  M ay or o f  the L ondon Borough of 

Ealing, C o u n cillo r M rs A n ita  Fookes, b a , 
escorted b y  L t  S . A . Blausten.

3. T h e  D e p u ty  M ayor o f  the L ondon B orough o f 
E nfield, C ou n cillo r G eoffrey L e igh , JP, escorted 
b y ' M aj V . W illiam s, m b e .

4. T h e  D e p u ty  M ay o r o f  the L o n d on  Borough o f  
H aringey, C o u n cillo r Brian Bullard, escorted 
b y  L t  D . H arw ood.

5. T h e  D e p u ty  M ay o r o f  the L ondon Borough o f 
H arrow , C o u n cillo r M rs E . D avies, escorted b y 
M aj F . W eb b .

6. C ou n cillo r James D u ffy  o f  the L ondon Borough 
o f  H ounslow , escorted b y  M aj M . L . M uirhead, 
T D .

7. T h e  D e p u ty  M ay o r o f  the L ondon B orough o f 
Flillingdon, C oun cillo r E . A . D aniell, JP, 
escorted b y  S qn L d r  R. J. Y erb y , R A F V R .

8. T h e  D eputy' M ay o r o f  the L o n d on  Borough o f 
R ichm ond upon T h a m es, C oun cillo r P. J. 
T em lett, escorted by C ap t W . B . H am m ond,
ERD, TD .

9. T h e  Chairm an o f  the M idd lesex  C o u n ty  A sso ­
ciation, M r  R. C . Politeyan, m a  (Cantab), 
escorted b y  L t  D . K . W ray.

T h e  C haplain  then read the C ollects o f  the 
M idd lesex  and Q u een ’s Regim ents and gave the 
Blessing.

A fte r  the cerem ony the civil dignitaries and m em ­
bers o f  the Regim ental Association attended a 
reception in the M id d lesex  G uildhall.

R E G I M E N T A L  R E M E M B R A N C E  S U N D A Y  
S E R V IC E

Follow in g our usual custom  w e com bined w ith  
the Postal and C ourier D epo t, R oyal E ngineers and 
12 C om p an y W o m en ’s Royal A rm y  C orps, for the 
S u n d a y R em em brance Service. T h is  year the 
S ervice was held in the G ym nasium , Inglis Barracks, 
M ill H ill, and the congregation num bered over 500. 
T h is  w as follow ed b y  the cerem ony at the R egim en­
tal W a r M em orial. Both services w ere conducted by 
the R ev  D a vid  Parker, M .T h e o l, C urate o f  S t  P au l’s 
C h u rch , M ill H ill, assisted b y  M iss M argaret

Robertson. T h e  bugler, D m r G . Lord, Coldstream 
G uards, sounded 'L a st Post’ and ‘Reveille’.

W reaths w ere laid in the follow ing order: Postal 
and C ourier D epo t, R E , by C ol R. N . R. P. James;
12 C om pany W om en’s R oyal A rm y Corps, by M aj 
Anne B row n; Regim ental Association by L t  C ol T .
W . C hattey, o b e ; is t, 2nd, 3rd, 4th, 5th and 6th 
M ilitia Bns by C ol A . S . J. de S. Clayton, o b e ;

‘B ’ C o y  (M iddlesex) 6/7th (V) Bn T h e  Q u een ’s 
R egt b y M aj M . M ercer; M ill H ill Branch O C A  by 
A ir  W . A . W righ t; W O s and Sgts Branch O C A  by 
M r L . Shrubb, m m ; 9th Bn Branch O C A  by M r R - ^ ^  
T .  A leers; H ounslow  Branch O C A  by M r J. R a b y .^ ^  
T h e  Standard bearer was M r S. Hurlock.

A t the m arch past w hich followed the laying o f 
wreaths the salute was taken by C ol R. N . R. P. 
James and L t  C ol T .  W . C hattey, o b e . T h e  Aliddlesex 
R egim ent contingent o f O ld  Comrades was com ­
m anded b y A ir  L . T .  P lum b. T h is  contingent was 
the largest and smartest for m any years. W ell done 
O ld  Com rades. T h e  saluting base was flanked by 
C helsea Pensioners, I/P F . W orton and I/P F u lto g . _

T h e  collection raised £80-17 and this has b e e ^ ^  
forw arded to the Royal British Legion Earl H aig ’̂ ^^  
P op p y A ppeal Fund. A nother record— more than 
doubled any previous collection.

A fter the parade those who had taken part or 
been spectators m ade their w ay to the T A  C entre, 
D eansbrook Road, Edgw are, where a most enjoyable 
reunion was held.

O u r thanks to M r  T o m  T reb ilcock  who for m ore 
years than I can rem em ber has always provided, 
w ithout charge, the bus that conveys O ld  Com rades 
to Edgw are. Y o u r  continued help, T om , is m uch 
appreciated b y  us all.

F I E L D  O F  R E M E M B R A N C E
T h is  year the Secretary o f  the Regimental A sso­

ciation planted a Regim ental Badged Cross on the 
F E P O W  Plot and the K orean Plot.

S T  P A U L ’S C H U R C H , M I L L  H I L L
It has always been the custom  to lay a wreath at 

ou r R egim ental M em orial in S t Paul’s C hurch, 
A lill H ill, and this year the duty was again carried 
out b y  M aj R . W . J. Sm ith, m b e .

2 / io th  B A T T A L I O N  (1914- 18) 
R E M E M B R A N C E  SERV ICE

T h e  2/ioth  B n held their annual remembrance 
day service at S t N ich olas ’ C hurch, Chisw ick, on 
Sunday, N o vem b er 11 . T h e  Service was very w ell 
attended by O ld  Com rades, relatives and ‘ Friends 
o f  the 2 /io th ’ , and was conducted by the R ev 
Patrick T u ft , m a , V icar o f  Chisw ick and H onorary 
Chaplain  to the 2 /io th  O C A . D u ring the Service 
a T a b le t  was dedicated com m em orating M em bers 
and ‘F rien d s’ o f  the O C A , M aj Bernard K . Cattell 
(lately President o f  the O C A ) w ho died in  N ovem ber 
1978, after 64 years o f incom parable service to the 
R egim ent, the Battalion and the O C A . Jl

A m on g those present w ere L t  C ol T .  W . C hattey *  
o b e , President o f  the M iddlesex Regimental A sso­
ciation, C ol and M rs A . S . J. de S . C layton, M aj 
and M rs A . E. F. W aldron. L t  C ol C hattey read the 
Lesson. P oppy wreaths w ere laid on the memorials
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to the i/ io th , 2/ioth  and 3/1 oth Battalions and 
after the Service tea was served in the C hurch  H all.

A .D .S .

D O N A T IO N S  T O  C H A R IT A B L E  F U N D
T h e  Secretary gratefu lly  acknowledges the follow ­

ing donations to the Charitable F und: i/7th Bn 
O C A , 2/7th Bn O C A , A ir  J. R . Barron, M r A . W . J. 
Brow n, M r D . C avill, M r A . J. C halk, M r  R. R. 
C haplin, L t  C ol T .  W . C hattey, A ir  A . G . W . 
C ooper, C apt J. H . S. H udson, M r A . J. L egg, L t  
C ol E. P . Shanks (in m em ory o f  the late L t  C ol F. 
G ordon Parker), M r S . R. W oolner.

F R E E  N E W S L E T T E R S
T h e  E ditor wishes to thank the follow ing m em bers 

for the generosity in paying extra subscriptions so 
that free copies o f the Diehards Newsletter can be 
sent to deserving O ld  C om rades: M r E. J. Berm ing- 
ham , M r A . W . J. B row n, M r C . A . Brust, M rs 
Blake Budden, M r D . C avill, M r  A . J. C halk, L t  C ol

•T .  W . C hattey, M r  E . C . Colebeck, M r A . G . W . 
C ooper, M r  F. G . G urn ey, M r F. H ennah, M r E. 
Johnson, A ir  A . M ason, M r H . O xley, M r S. F. 
S ib ley, M aj S . C . W . W eller.

C H U R C H  P A R A D E  A T  T H E  R O Y A L  
H O S P IT A L ,  C H E L S E A

T h e  annual church parade and service at the 
R oyal H ospital, C helsea, was attended b y  the 
R egim ental Association on Sunday, O ctober 21, 
1979-

M em bers attending, whose names I was able to 
record are L t  C ol T .  W . C hattey, o b e , President o f 
our R egim ental Association, M aj A . E . F. W aldron, 
m b e , Secretary o f  the Regim ental Association, M aj 
R. W . J. Sm ith, m b e , Com m anding the D ie-H ard  
detachm ent, C apt W . B . H am m ond, e r d , t d , C apt 
P. F. M urray, 10th (T A ) Bn, w ho is dom iciled in 
Australia, L ts  J. P. A . D a y , 2nd B n and E. C . 
G raham , is t  Bn (original), M essrs Bob A m bler, 
is t  Bn, C harlie A sh b y, 4th Bn, T o m  Barnett, is t  Bn, 
D a vid  Bennett, is t  Bn, T o m  Brider, 2nd Bn, 
A rch ie  Brow n, 9th Bn, G eorge Chacksfield, is t  Bn 
(original), Ernie C um m ings, 9th Bn, Bob D rane, 
2nd Bn, A lb ert G ale, 8th Bn, C harlie G arrard, 8th

•  Bn, Stan H urlock, the Standard ensign, T o m m y 
Lack, m m , m x  h g , Reggie M eers, 9th Bn, Bert 
M ellor, is t  B n (original), L es  P lum b, is t  Bn, 
T oo kie  Poole, is t  Bn (original), Bill Rawlinson, is t  
Bn and Bill W right, 4th Bn.

T h e  Captain o f  Invalids com m anding the parade 
was M aj S . G . G reenaw ay, m b e , w ho had seen 
service w ith  the Scots G uards, Irish G uards and 
Royal Irish Rangers, both he and the Regim ental 
Sergeant M ajor, R S M  L . L am b , b e m , late L an ca­
shire Fusiliers, one o f  the M in den  Regim ents, 
paying com plim ents to ou r R egim ental Association 
Standard as they passed b y  for the first time.

T h e  verbal com m ands were augm ented b y  tap 
o f drum , the D ru m m er beating the O fficers’ C all, 
rarely heard nowadays on w hich call the ceremonial 
period began.

A fter inspecting the In-Pensioners, the G overnor, 
G eneral S ir  A n ton y Read, GCB, CBE, DSO, m c , who 
had served w ith  the O xfordshire and B uckingham ­
shire L ig h t Infantry, the first regim ent to be con­

verted to L igh t Infantry by G eneral S ir John M oore, 
inspected the D ie-H ards, saying he was proud to 
do so. A s a proud regim ent we w ere also proud for 
him  so to do. H e spoke to practically every man on 
parade.

O n m arching to the C hapel, and the G overnor 
com plim ents, I noticed that he was accom panied by 
the Q uarterm aster o f the Royal H ospital, L t  C ol 
T .  T .  K e lly , o b e , Irish G uards whose last official 
parade this was before his retirem ent.

T h e  Reverend W alter Evans, m b e , Chaplain  to 
the R oyal H ospital, once again conducted the 
service in this beautiful build in g w ith  its G rin lin g 
G ib bon s carvings, w e w ere entranced b y  the choral 
anthem  b y  the choir, the congregation being able to 
sit back and enjoy the harm onious voices o f  both 
sexes. In his address he especially w elcom ed the 
Regim ental Association.

A gain this year, I was asked w h y w e D ie-H ards 
parade in file w ith  no supernum ary rank. M y  reply 
is always the same, in w ar w e fight shoulder to 
shoulder and in peace when we m eet as old com rades, 
w e stand and m arch shoulder to shoulder. W e are 
the D ie-H ards, all one. T h a t is now  it should be.

A fter the service w e adjourned to the Ladies Room  
o f the In Pensioners’ C lu b  to partake o f  the B uffet 
arranged w ith  the R oyal H ospital S taff and to enjoy 
a drink and a chat w ith  In Pensioner’s C ater, Fulton 
and W orton.

M a j  D i c k  S m i t h

L A D Y  G R O V E R ’S H O S P IT A L  
F U N D  FO R  O F F IC E R S ’ FAM ILIES
Registered under the Friendly Societies Acts, 1896/1958

G R A N T S  are made tow ards nursing expenses 
incurred by the illness of dependants (as 
defined in the Rules) o f serving or retired 
officers, provided within certain age limits. 
W idow s and unmarried daughters (over 18) 
are eligible fo r membership fo r th eir own 
benefit.

RATES O F  B E N E F IT
up to the following maximum amounts

Scale 'X ' Scale *Y’
H O S P IT A L  o r  N U R S IN G

H O M E  ........................  £65 £154  a w eek
N U R S E  e m p loyed  priva te ly  ... £49  £49  a w ee k
C O N V A L E S C E N C E  u n d e r

m edical advice  ... ... £42  £42  a w eek
H O M E  H E L P  ........................  £20  £20  a w eek
Or a combination o f these benefits

up to a maximum o f  ... ... £65  £ 1 5 4  a w ee k

E X  G R A T IA  payments, made at the discretion 
of the Com m ittee, in exceptional circum stances. 
Benefit is  on ly  p a ya b le  fo r  the f ir s t  w eek  o f  illn e s s  
w h e re  the illn e s s  e xceeds  a to ta l o f  seven days. 
M a x im u m  p e r io d  fo r  w h ich  bene fit is  p a ya b le  
in  any  p e r io d  o f  tw e lve  m onths is  e ig h t  weeks  
(tw e lve  w eeks fo r  hom e he lp).

A N N U A L  S U B S C R IP T IO N S
A c c o rd in g  to  A g e : Scale ‘X ’ Scale ‘Y ’

U n d e r  35 ... ... ... £5 £ 1 0  a year
O v e r  35 b u t  u n d e r 45 ... £6  £12  a year
O v e r  45 ... ... . . £8  £16  a year

BOOK OF RULES (I8p incld. postage) apply to:
T H E  S E C R E T A R Y  

L A D Y  G R O V E R ’S H O S P IT A L  F U N D  F O R  O F F IC E R S ' 
F A M IL IE S

58 T R E N T H A M  S T R E E T ,  L O N D O N ,  S W I 8  5 A R
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T H E  Q U E E N ’S  R E G IM E N T
S ince ou r last contribution, the 2nd Bn has 

established itself in H yderabad Barracks, C olchester, 
follow ing a tw o year tour in G ib raltar and, by 
A p ril next, all three regular battalions w ill be statio­
ned in the U K . B ut, such is the lot o f  the Infantry 
today that this statem ent is m isleading: in fact, the 
i st B n (C an terbu ry in  A p ril 1980) w ill be o ff to 
Belize in O ctob er for six  m onths; the 2nd to South 
A rm agh  (where the 3rd Bn suffered casualties in 
M arch  1979, including one soldier killed) in A pril 
for fo u r m onths; and the 3rd B n (D over) is due for 
an exercise in K e n ya  in the late A utum n  before 
starting its B A O R  tour in  M arch  1981.

N evertheless, the m assed Bands and D ru m s o f  all 
battalions w ill perform  at the A ldersho t A rm y 
D isp lay  in 1980 and w e are planning a G rand 
R eunion, based on the 1st Bn at C anterb ury, w hich 
w ill provide a focal point for a get-together o f  all 
O ld  C om rades, including all D ie-H ards.

C O R R E S P O N D E N C E
M aj G en  C . M . M . M an, c b , o b e , m c , w rites:
I m et M aj G en  R ow ley M ans recently— the 

C olonel o f  T h e  Q u een ’s Regim ent— and he gave 
me som e v ery  up-to-date news o f the Regim ent.

T h e  3rd Bn has ju s t returned from  a very success­
ful tour in the sensitive border cou ntry o f South 
A rm agh ; th ey earned m uch praise for their p ro­
fessionalism , including a 'W ell D o n e’ from  the 
ou tgoing C h ie f o f  the G eneral Staff, F ield  M arshal 
S ir  R oly G ib b s. O ld  D ie-H ards in the battalion are 
the C om m anding O fficer, L t  C o l G avin  Bulloch, 
the 2 I C  M aj Peter G yb b o n -M o n yp en n y, and M aj 
R ichard G raham  w ho com m anded ‘A ’ C o y  at 
notorious C rossm aglen.

T h e  2nd B n has ju s t returned from  G ib raltar to 
H yderabad Barracks at C olchester, w here th ey are 
now  part o f  the 7th Field  Force.

T h e  1 st B n is looking forw ard to com ing to 
C an terb u ry in A p ril next year; th ey show ed a lot o f 
enterprise b y  sending a touring ru gger side into the 
Regim ental area during S eptem ber and one o f the 
gam es was played  against the M ill H ill C lu b ; the 
tour was organised b y  M aj Steve D ow se, a D ie- 
H ard.

G en  R ow ley told m e that, w ith  the three regular 
battalions based in England next year, he is planning 
a really grand reunion on a convenient w eekend in 
the sum m er (date now  fixed— Sunday, A u gu st 3) 
w hen the R egular and T A  Battalions w ill ‘A t  
H om e’ to all O ld  Com rades o f  the Found ing R egi­
m ents. T h is  w ill be a w onderful opportu nity for all 
o f  us to  m eet the R egim ent in  a very enjoyable 
atm osphere. F ull details w ill be notified to all 
Branches o f  ou r Association.

Form er M id d lesex  R egim ent m em bers have 
certainly played their fu ll part in  T h e  Q u een ’s 
R egim ent. A ll three 2 lC s  o f the regular Battalions 
are D ie-H ard s; M ajs Peter H ub ert (1 Q ueens), 
B uster C arlston (2 Q ueens) and Peter G yb b o n - 
M on yp en n y (3 Q ueens). W O i M . J. A ylw ard , m b e , 

is R S M  o f  2 Q ueens and W O i T .  S . F isher, R S M  
o f  3 Q ueens. In the you nger generation o f  officers, 
the follow in g have been selected for prom otion to 
L t-C o l next year; M ajs Peter Cheesm an, R ichard 
G rah am , M ik e L e g g  and Peter Packham .

D E P O T  T H E  Q U E E N ’S  D IV IS IO N

H aving served at the D epot now for the past 10 
years I find m yself continually saying hello and 
goodbye to people.

T h is  period has been no exception. I made 
mention in the last notes o f  M aj Peter Cheesm an’s 
arrival at the D epot. H e is shortly to leave on 
prom otion to Lieutenant Colonel and is posted to 
the H E C  in M ulheim  until M arch 1981, to be 
follow ed by a tw o-year tour o f duty at the Germ an 
S taff C ollege.

M aj Bob Bartlett arrived at the D epot in A ugust 
and is in com m and o f ‘B ’ C oy. Bob joined the 1st 
Bn in 1961 and his last appointm ent in 1 M iddlesex 
was Rifle Platoon Com m and. Bob lives in quarters 
at Bassingbourn w ith  his w ife, Angela, and their 
three children. H e still plays a good game o f hockey 
and is currently representing the Depot.

T h e  technical quaterm asters chair is now occupied 
b y M aj Ron M orris. Ron w ill be well remembered 
as the last Q M  o f  1 M iddlesex. A fter a lengthy tour 
o f d uty in Berlin he is finding life rather q u ie te r ^ ^  
here. Ron lives in quarters w ith his wife, Betty, a n d ^ ^  
their youngest son T im , who is now 13. Christopher, 
their eldest son, after four years as a Sapper Officer 
is putting his experience to good use as training 
m anager for N icholas Laboratories in Slough. T h e ir  
second son Stephen is an area sales manager for 
U nilever.

R ecently at a careers convention in S t Neots I was 
approached by a 17 year old  lad who was enquiring 
about a com m ission in the army. It transpired that 
his father is an old ‘D iehard ’ . His father, Sgt John 
R edrup, enlisted at M ill H ill in 1957 and served 
until the end w ith  1 M iddlesex. John, his wife 
M eriel, and their four children, Teresa, Christopher, 
Peter and Belinda, live at 58 G ordon Road, L ittle  
Paxton, C am bs. John is a prison officer. H e w ould 
like to hear from  old friends and in particular w’ould 
like to know  the w hereabouts o f E x-C p l Anderson 
w ho wras the Officers M ess and Sergeants M ess cook 
for m any years.

L t  C ol John Pollard has been very ill but it is ju st 
great to see him  out o f hospital and looking so well.
I know that everyone w ill join  me in wishing him  a 
com plete recovery and an early return to the fold.

A nother casualty has been S gt Paul D aly w ho 
broke his leg playing hockey and has spent the last 
couple o f m onths hobbling around barracks in a 
plaster cast. H appily he is now  back to normal work.

S h ortly  after m oving house to Royston I wras 
visited by E x -C p l M itch  Fordham  and his new wife 
Joana. M itch  served throughout his time w ith  
1 M idd lesex in the Battalion O rderly Room. H e 
has given up his sw im m ing pool business and is now' 
a representative for a firm o f marine suppliers. It is 
possible he m ay m ove from  London to Royston and 
at the tim e o f his visit he was looking at new houses.

I am feeling rather pleased right now having ju st 
been notified that m y com m ission and appointm ent 
as arm y schools liaison officer has been extended 
to m y 55th birthday. T h erefo re, all being wrell I 
shall be waiting these notes for another six years.

V ery best washes for 1980 from  ‘D iehards’ at the 
D epo t to ‘D ieh ard s’ everywhere.

K .  E. B e a l e
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T H E  Q U E E N ’S R E G IM E N T
T h e  Q ueen ’s Regim ent are holding a G rand 

Reunion, based on the 1st B n stationed at H ow e 
Barracks, C anterbury, K en t, on Sunday, A u gu st 3, 
1980, from  1200 to 1800 hours.

For all Queensm en, past and present, old comrades 
o f  the founding regim ents and their families.

T h e  O utline program m e is:
D ru m  H ead Service.
A rena D isplay.
D isp lay o f m odern weapons and equipm ent. 
Beating o f Retreat b y  M assed Bands and 
D rum s.
Bars and Refreshm ents.

T h is  is a W A R N I N G  O R D E R  so that you can 
keep the date free.

Full details w ill be circulated to all m em bers in 
the June 1980 issue o f the Diehards Newsletter.

7 th  M ID D L E S E X  O F F IC E R S ’ 
C L U B  D IN N E R

T h e  52nd A nnual D inner o f  the 7th  M iddlesex 
d ^ O f fic e r s ’ C lu b  was held at the T A  Centre Priory 

Road, H ornsey, L ondon N 8, on T h ursday, N o vem ­
ber 8, 1979. L t  C ol J. D . G un n ell presided and the 
guests w ere: M aj G en  B. P. H ughes, M aj G en 
R. S . N . M ans, F/O J. A . Rook, M aj R. W . J. S m ith 
and M r  G . W hittaker. T h e  follow ing m em bers 
attended: M aj D . W . A dkins, M aj M . J. Beaum ont, 
L t  S . A . B lausten, 2 L t  S . W . F . Borthw-ick, M aj
H . E. C ouch, C ap t M . J. S. D oran, C apt S . L . le M . 
Enthoven, C o l W . D . E llis, L t  C ol P . J. H all, L t  D. 
H arw ood, M aj S . L . J. H enshaw , L t  F . H olm , M aj 
R. J. L eighton , M aj D . J. M argand, M aj M . C . 
M ercer, M aj E. J. N aish, L t  P. J. O ttino, L t  Col 
J. C . du Parc Braham , L t  J. A . van de Pol, C apt 
P. I. Roberts, M aj B. S t G . A . Reed, L t  C ol G . C . D. 
S cott-L o w e, L t  C ol D . E. Sim pson, C apt J. Spencer 
R ichards, C ap t P. A . Stocken, M aj R. F . Sykes, C ol
D . R. W . T hom as, C apt R. G . C . T hornton, M aj F. 
W eb b  and C ap t G . J. Y ou n g.

T H E  R O Y A L  H O N G  K O N G  R E G IM E N T  
(T H E  V O L U N T E E R S ) A S S O C IA T IO N

T h e  R oyal H on g K o n g  Regim ent (T h e  V o lu n ­
teers) Association held their B i-A nnual D inner at

•  the C avalry  and G uards C lu b , P iccadilly, London, 
W i ,  on Friday, S eptem ber 21, 1979. T h e  D inner 
was attended b y:

G en  S ir  John A rcher, k c b , o b e ; K . M . A . Barnett, 
o b e , e d ; M aj C . J. Bellingham , ED ; L t C ol J. W . 
B ell; G en  S ir  E dw in  Bram all, g c b , o b e , m c , a d c ;

D . C . Bray, c m g , c v o ; C ol R. M . C ain ; C ol S. 
Carter, o b e , m c ; L t  C ol T .  W . C hattey, o b e ; S. 
C ollier; G . S. C oxh ead; F . C rab b , o b e , e d ; L t M . A . 
C um m ings; M aj M . L . de H ardingham , e d ; K . W . 
Forrow , o b e ; A . P. Jack, e d ; L t  C ol J. Laurence- 
Sm ith, o b e ; L t  C ol H . M . du V . L o h an ; D . M arshall; 
C o l A . T .  P. M illen ; M . R. M itcheson; R. Oblitas, 
o b e , e d ; C ol H . O w en-H ughes, o b e , e d ; S /Sgt J. 
Poon H o k -K a n ; C ol B. G . Pugh, t d ; M . M . Swran; 
S ir D avid  T ren ch , g c m g , m c ; M aj T .  J. V an  Rees, 
e d ; M aj A . E . F . W aldron, m b e .

K O R E A N  R E U N IO N
T h e  second reunion for those o f  the 1st B n w ho 

served in K o rea wras held at Inglis Barracks, M ill

H ill, on Saturday, Septem ber 22, 1979. T h e  reunion 
was organised by B ob Y erb y. A bo u t 100 m em bers 
attended, including C ol A n drew  M an, the C o m ­
m anding O fficer at that tim e; M aj C hristopher 
Law rence and M rs Peggy M ord en, who as a W V S  
m em ber coordinated the collection o f  w inter clothing 
for the troops. B rig Jack Bridge, now  D irector of 
A rm y Postal and C ourier Service, Royal Engineers, 
looked in. T h e  Brigadier, then a Lieutenant ran an 
A rm y Postal service in Korea. A  splendid evening 
ensued w hich  I am sure will be repeated.

A R G Y L L  A N D  S U T H E R L A N D  H IG H L A N D E R S  
B A L A C L A V A  D IN N E R — O C T O B E R  20, 1979

L t  C o l T .  W . C hattey, o b e , President o f  the 
R egim ental Association attended the Balaclava 
D inner o f  the L ondon Branch o f  the A rg y ll and 
S utherland H ighlanders on O ctob er 20, 1979.

O ver 170 attended the D inner, som e m em bers 
travelling from  as far afield as P lym outh, M a n ­
chester, etc. T h e  m enu included ‘H aggis’ , w hisky 
and Pipers.

Both the Chairm an, M aj G en  J. B. M . Sloane, 
c b , c b e , d l , and L t  C ol I. C . P urves-H um e, C o m ­
m anding, 1st Bn T h e  A rgy ll and Sutherland H ig h ­
landers, m ade kind references in their speeches to 
the close links betw een our tw o regim ents; rem em ­
bering w ith  great pride the days when together we 
were the first and lone representatives o f  the British 
A rm y in  K orea. L t  C ol I. C . P urves-H um e reported 
that his Battalion, recently stationed in H ong K ong, 
had taken the opportunity to restore our regim ental 
crest on the hillside at San W ai and also their own 
w-hich lies to the le ft o f ou r crest. T h e y  have now' 
v ery  th ou ghtfu lly  provided a photograph o f  our 
badge wfiich I hope w ill reproduce.

L t  C o l C h attey has w ritten to M aj G en  Sloane 
and to L t  C ol Purves-H um e appreciating the 
invitation to represent ou r Association at the 
D inner.
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i  7th  B A T T A L I O N  (1939-45) O C A
A  dozen or so m em bers o f  the i/7th  Bn O C A  

assem bled on the path once again at H ornsey 
C h u rch  tor the Rem em brance Service on the n t h .

T h e re  follow ed a C h u rch  S ervice in the tem porary 
Parish C h u rch , during w hich , and follow ing tradi­
tion, wreaths w ere laid on b ehalf o f the 7th  Bn 
M idd lesex R egim ent O fficers’ C lu b  b y  L t  C ol D . E. 
S im pson and b y M r  L es H osslen for the H ornsey 
and Enfield Branch.

A fte r  the S en dee w e retired as usual to the D rill 
H all, H om sev, w here refreshm ents flow ed in plenty 
and w e w ere joined b y  a few m ore m em bers and 
visitors from  M ill H ill and Edgw are.

W e look forw ard to seeing m ore o f  the old faces 
next year and before then w e hope m any w ill turn 
up for the i/7th  D inner— last Saturday in A pril
1980.

L e s  H o s s l e n

2/7 th  B A T T A L I O N  O C A
A s  always on th e first Frid ay in  O ctob er we 

assem bled at the V icto ry  C lu b , S eym our Street, 
W i ,  for ou r annual dinner— this tim e on O ctober 
5, 1979. being the 33rd occasion on  w h ich  w e have 
met.

W ith  62 present w e had ou r average attendance, 
b ut w ith  nearly 40 apologies for absence I feel w e 
really should be able to push ou r num bers a b it 
higher.

T h e  ever-youthful B rigadier F lave ll took the 
C h air  in his usual felicitous m anner and w e w ere 
honoured and delighted to w elcom e as ou r guests 
L t  C ol T .  W . C h attey  and M aj A . E . F . W aldron. 
W'e m uch appreciate their labours on  ou r b ehalf 
w ith  the Regim ental Association.

Several m em bers cam e from  fa irly  far afield 
travelling  from  places as far apart as G w yn ed , 
W orthing, Ram sgate, the Isle o f W igh t and Budleigh 
Salterton. T h o se  o f  us w ho live ‘on the doorstep ’ 
applaud the effort th ey make.

It was good to see several faces that had been 
absent for far too long— am ong them  R on H am m on, 
B ill H arris, G eorge K in g , K e n  S tebbings and 
Frank V andercruyssen. L e t ’s hope that this w ill 
encourage a few  m ore to return to the fold.

WTe have com e to expect a record collection and 
this year was no exception. T h a n k s in  a large m easure 
to  th e splendid contributions sent b y  post b y  those 
w ho cou ld  not attend w e achieved £  17 9 4 0 , o f 
w hich  £50  wras donated to the R egim ental A sso­
ciation and the balance to the Battalion Benevolent 
F und, w h ich  is used b y  ou r T ru stees  to p rovide a 
sm all m easure o f  C hristm as cheer to  ou r less fo r­
tunate m em bers.

R o n  T a y l o r

9th  B A T T A L I O N  O C A
It is w ith  m uch regret that I have to announce 

the passing o f  tw o m em bers o f  ou r branch, nam ely 
L t  C ol Sam  M oo re and M aj Peter Sneath.

I w'rote in o u r last letter o f  the funeral o f  the 
late e x -S g t Bob R yder, v c , w ho was laid to rest in 
H arefield Parish C hurchyard, M idd lesex. In  the

notes relating to Bob in the Die-Hards Nezvsletter, 
it wras m entioned that his V ictoria Cross and his 
other m edals had been given to the Imperial W ar 
M useum  by his w ife, Edna. R ecently, I visited the 
M useum  and saw B ob R yder’s decorations in a 
cabinet not v ery  far from  the main entrance. N ear 
his C ross was the V ictoria Cross won by ‘B o y ’ 
C ornw all o f  H M S  Chester. H e gained this great 
decoration by keeping to his post, as the ships bugler, 
when the ship was sunk by the Germ ans during the 
first w orld  war. N o t m any V C s  are displayed in  the 
M useum .

F or the m ilitarist and others w ho have served in 
the Services, this is a M useum  to visit. From  the 
Iron Rations, clothing, boots and other kits issued 
during the tw o w orld  w ars, to the huge naval guns, 
the arm y tanks and aeroplanes, can be seen w ith  a 
good description and history o f every exhibit. T h ere  
is, in  the basem ent, a cafe w here good meals can be 
obtained, called O ld  B ill’s C afe, but it is far better 
than any he had out on the various fronts. T h e  
M useum  is situated in Lam beth Road, S E i.

O n June 23, at the W em b ley Stadium , I w itnessed! 
the S ixth  M ilitary  Pageant held there. Bearing in 
m ind this is a bi-annual event it does show the 
popularity this Pageant has achieved. A ctually  over 
30 bands took part and that does not include drum  
and bugle bands. T h e  3rd Bns Band o f the Q ueen ’s 
Regim ent took leading ranks in the great display. 
It was as in previous years, a great show and the 
A rm y Benevolent Fund w ill benefit from  the tickets 
sold. Incidently, our com m ittee, at its last m eeting, 
decided to send a cheque for £ 10  to the Fund, 
w hich  was gratefu lly  received. T h e  next M ilitary 
Pageant w ill be in 1981.

O u r D in n er for 1980 w ill be Saturday, M arch 22.
R. T .  M e e r s

S IR  O S W A L D  S T O L L  F O U N D A T IO N  F O R  
D IS A B L E D  E X -S E R V IC E M E N

T h is  Foundation is situated at 446 Fulham  Road, 
London, S W 6  i D T ,  and has since 1919, been p ro­
v id in g flats (138) for disabled Ex-Servicem en and 
their fam ilies, in clu d in g also Railway, Postal, 
M un icip al and P olice Services. C linic facilities where 
disabilities can be treated b y  nurses and p h y s io -, 
therapists are available.

A t  the m om ent th ey have a few vacancies and 
anyone interested can apply by w riting to the 
Secretary at the above address.

C IV IL IA N  S T A F F  V A C A N C IE S  A T  T H E  
R O Y A L  H O S P IT A L ,  C H E L S E A

F req uen tly there are staff vacancies at the R oyal 
H ospital, Chelsea, w ith  single board and accom m o­
dation if  required. T h ese  cover a w ide range o f 
em ploym ent from  adm inistrative appointments on 
the Infirm ary and Q uarterm aster’s S taff to Patrol 
W atchm en and Royal H ospital Porters (ie, G D  
M en).

Preference is given to the ex-R egular M em bers 
o f H M  Forces. A pplication  should be m ade to 
the A d ju tan t at the Royal H ospital, Chelsea.

P E R S O N A L  JO T T IN G S

A  recent correspondent was M rs Barbara Blake 
Budden w ho now  perm anently resides in T en erife , 
Spain. M rs Blake Budden was in E ngland recently 
and underw ent an operation for a detached retina. 
She is m aking good progress.

M r C harlie B rust, Ealing Branch, now  87 years 
o f age wishes to be rem em bered to his ‘D ieh ard ’ 
pals.

O u r congratulations to L t  C o l G avin  Bulloch, 
W  C om m anding 3 Q ueen ’s, on the award o f a ‘M ention 

in  D espatches’ for service in N orthern Ireland 
betw een M a y  1 and July 31, 1979.

M aj A . H . C arter assum ed com m and o f ‘C ’ C o m ­
pany, D e po t Q ueen ’s D ivision on Septem ber 10 ,1979. 
H e was previously S taff Officer, H Q  O snabrook 
G arrison, B A O R .

M aj P. V . C heesm an at present 2 IC  Q ueen ’s 
^ B D iv is io n a l D epo t is to  be G S O i (D S  and L O ) at 

the G erm an S taff C ollege, H am burg, in  M arch  
1981.

A  new  m em ber o f the R egim ental Association is 
E x  Band C p l E dw ard Bryan C rom pton (22781520). 
H e com m enced his service w ith  the W elch  Regim ent 
on O ctober 29, 1952, and served w ith  that regim ent 
until January 1962, w hen he transferred to the 
‘D iehards’ . H e served w ith  the 1st B n until 1966 
and then w ith  the 4th B n until A u gu st 1970 when 
he was discharged on reduction o f the establishm ent. 
H e now  resides at W ych b old , N r  D roitw ich , W orcs.

M aj B ob C um m ins has retired after over 29 years 
service w ith  Schroder W agtail the Banking C o r­
poration. H e was for m any years H ead o f the Premises 
D epartm ent and was m ade a M anager in July 1977. 
B ob recently v isited A ustralia.

E x  W O 2  John D ickins, P S I , 5 Q ueen ’s, G uildford, 
retired to pension on S eptem ber 6, 1979. H e w ill 
b e residing in G u ild ford , Surrey.

E x  B and S gt ‘M u tt ’ H azlew ood has retired from

•  Boosey and H aw kes the m usical instrum ent makers. 
H e w ill now  have m ore tim e to find a ‘w inner’ .

L t  C ol J. M . H ew son, m c , assum ed the appoint­
m ent o f  A A G / C R L S , H Q , W est M idland D istrict, 
on A u gu st 28, 1979.

A nother new  m em ber o f  the R egim ental A sso­
ciation is E x  W O 2  Reginald John Jenkins (6198493). 
H e enlisted on A u gu st 28, 1928, and served w ith  
the 1 st, 2nd and 9th Bns. H e was com m issioned 
into the East S u rrey  R egim ent, retiring w ith  the 
rank o f  M ajor in  1956. H is younger brother M r A . 
R. Jenkins served w ith  the 1st B n and was taken 
P O W  in H on g K o n g. H e has ju st w on the first prize 
( £ 5°)  in the C hristm as D ra w  o f  the F ar East P O W  
C lu b , London.

N ational Service on July 7, 1949, and was released 
on July 29, 1951. H e served w ith  the 1st Bn in 
H ong K o n g  and K orea. N o w  lives at Dagenham , 
Essex.

A  new ly joined m em ber o f the Regim ental 
Association is M r  C . E. L intott. H e served w ith  the 
2/ioth  and 7th  Bns during the 19 14 -18  fracas. H e 
is now  a you n g 85 years.

M aj A . E . M cM an u s has recently assum ed the 
appointm ent o f  G S O 2  at the Royal Sm all Arm s 
Factory, Enfield, M iddlesex.

W O i Jack M edland, an E x - ‘D ieh ard ’ , and R S M  
o f  the R A P C  D epo t, W o rth y D ow n, sends his 
regards to all his friends in the R egim ent. I had the 
pleasure o f  m eeting him  at the R oyal H ospital, 
C helsea, w hen L t  C ol C hattey, M aj S m ith and I 
w ere v isiting ou r In Pensioners. H e was on the same 
errand.

M aj R. E. B. M orris has arrived at the Q u een ’ s 
D ivisional D epo t to take up the appointm ent o f 
Quarterm aster.

Sgt B. J. M ullend er (23484136) has join ed  the 
R egim ental Association. H e enlisted on  S eptem ber 
29> I957> ar,d served w ith  ou r 1st and 4th Bns. 
From  A p ril 1970, until Septem ber 1979 he served 
w ith  2R R F . H e is now  serving w ith  5 Q u een ’s at 
C anterbury, and w ill be leaving the arm y in M arch  
1980 on com pletion o f  22 years ’ service.

M aj P. F . Packham , m b e , is to com m and 2 Q u een ’ s 
in M arch  1981. In June 1980 he is to attend the 
J S S C , C anberra, w ith  the acting rank o f  L ieutenant 
C olonel.

A  recent correspondent w as M rs M argaret 
Pentony, m other o f  the late C p l Pentony w ho was 
killed in K orea. S he is a very keen regim ental 
supporter and w ill shortly b e m oving from  B edfont 
to C roydon b ut has prom ised to keep in  touch.

A ll m em bers o f  the Regim ental Association w ere 
very saddened to hear that L t  C o l John Pollard had 
been taken seriously ill. T h e y  are all very relieved to 
know  o f  his steady im provem ent and w ish  him  a 
speedy recovery.

C ongratulations to C ap t A le c  Ram say on being 
elected President o f  the R u gb y F ootb all U nion  for 
the season 1979-80. O ne o f  his pleasant duties is to 
act as host for the Inter S ervice m atches at T w ick e n ­
ham.

E x  R S M  ‘ T a ffy ’ Roberts w ho has given so m uch 
o f his tim e to the A rm y C ad et Force (M iddlesex 
and Q u een ’ s) sends his regards to all his ‘D ieh ard ’ 
friends.

M r W . W . R ose (6198220) has rejoined the R egi­
m ental Association. H e served w'ith the 1st Bn at 
C atterick  and the 2nd Bn at M adras during the 
period o f 1927 to 1935. H e resides at H arlow, 
Essex.

E x  L cp l A . G . L e g g  (22157341) has ju st joined 
the Regim ental Association. H e was called up for
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A nother old ‘ D ieh ard ’ to surface is M r A . V  
S halgrove (6194747). H e served from  1924 to 
*931 .

L t  C ol E. P. Shanks, has been elected President 
O ld  M illh illians C lub .

M aj F. (G erry) W eb b , ‘B ’ C o y , 6/7th Q u een ’s, 
Edgw are, has retired after 37 years o f  unbroken 
service.

M aj S . C . W . W eller, has retired from  the G reater 
L ondon T A Y R  Association. H e w ill continue to 
act as H ousin g M anager to ou r R egim ental H om es 
at A lb uh era Close, Enfield. H e has also ju st m oved 
house from  M ill H ill to H arlington, Beds.

L t  C ol and M rs T ossie W orton celebrated their 
G olden W ed ding anniversary on Septem ber 21, 
1979- A  telegram  o f congratulations was sent from 
all m em bers o f  the Association.

A  new  nam e on  the books o f  the Regim ental 
A ssociation is E x-P te  M ichael M ark  A n ton y W illiam  

h (24029149). T h is  should differentiate him 
from  the rest o f  the ‘trib e’ . H e enlisted on A ugust 
3 *. 1964, and served w ith  ou r 1st and 4th Bns until 
1972. From  then on he served w ith  2 Q u een ’s until 
taking his discharge A u gu st 1979.

C ongratulations to Ex-WC>2 T o m  and Heffie 
S tew ard on celebrating their silver w edd ing anni­
versary. T h e y  are h aving a p arty in Vienna.

T h e  V enture S cou t T ro o p  from A ldersho t have 
assum ed the title o f  the 2nd A ldershot (T o y e ’s 
O w n) \ enture S cou t G roup  in m em ory o f  C apt 
-Alfred T o y e  w ho w on the V ictoria Cross w hilst 
ser\ ing w ith  our 2nd Bn at E terpignv Ridge on 
M arch  25, 1918. C ap t T o y e  was born at Stanhope 
Lines, o ff Q u een ’s A venue, A ldershot. H e helped 
his father to found the 2nd A ldershot V enture 
Scouts. T h e  V entu re Scouts feel this is the best 
w ay they can ensure that the nam e o f  one o f  A ider- 
shot s greatest heroes w ill never be forgotten.

A  recently join ed  m em ber o f  the Regim ental 
Association is E x -C p l P. D . T u ffn e ll (22157378) who 
was called up for N ational Service on July  7, 1949, 
and released on July 29, 1951. H e served w ith  the 
is t  Bn in H ong K o n g  and K orea. H e was a C pl in 
S u p p ort C om pany. H e had tw o brothers G eoffrey 
and Peter w ho also served w ith  the is t  Bn. M r 
T u ffn e ll is C ab in et M anager w ith  T h o rn  C onsum er 
Electronics, Enfield.

A  recent correspondent was E x-B d sm  C . W . 
T u lle y  (6201562) w ho enlisted at M ill H ill on A u gu st 
*6» *934- H e joined the 1st Bn in E gyp t in 1935, 
travelling on to Singapore and H on g  K o n g, even ­
tually being taken P O W  on D ecem ber 25, 1941. H e 
spent the m ajority o f  his P O W  tim e in Japan at a 
C am p near T o k yo . H e returned to U K  in  1945 ar>d 
was discharged from  the service on July 16, 1946. 
H e has not been too w ell and is now  in receipt o f  a 
7 0 %  disability pension. T h is  has caused to  give up 
his em ploym ent and m ove from  W illesden, London, 
to W im borne, D orset.

R E G IM E N T A L  M U S E U M
C urator, M aj R. W . J. Sm ith, m b e , 12 D evonshire 

Road, M ill H ill, London, N W 7.
T h e  follow in g are recent acquisitions for the 

M u seu m :

M e d a ls  o f  S gt C. W . E v a n s
T h e  m edals o f the late S gt Charles W illiam  Evans, 

G/1060, who died o f  w ounds on Septem ber 22, 
*9 *7 . w hilst serving w ith  the 13th Bn T h e  M iddlesex 
Regim ent consist o f  the Q ueen ’s South A frican  
M edal w ith  six clasps— T u ge la  H eights, O range 
Free State, R elief o f  Ladysm ith, Transvaal, L a in g ’s 
N ek, C ape C olo n y: K in g ’s South A frica M edal 
w ith  two clasps— South A frica 1901, South A frica  
1902: 19 14 -15  Star, 19 14 -18  British W ar M ed a lg  
19 14 -19  V icto ry  M edal. T h e  following docu m ent^  
w ere also presented— A F D .4 2 6  Attestation C ertifi­
cate dated O ctober 2, 1896, Character on D ischarge 
dated June 8, 1903, A F B .104-82 Notification of 
Death.

Charles W illiam  Evans was born in the parish o f 
B rentford, London, in 1877, and enlisted into the 
M idd lesex R egim ent on O ctob er 2, 1896. H e 
served in South A frica  w ith  the 2nd Bn. H e was 
transferred to the A rm y Reserve on O ctober 1, 
*9° 3» on com pletion o f seven years C olour service.

O n the outbreak o f  the G reat W ar he was called 
up for service and becam e Recruiting Sergeant at 
the W hite C ity , Shepherds Bush, London, W 12. 
H e volunteered for overseas service and was drafted 
to France and joined the 13th Bn.

T h e  m edals and docum ents were presented by 
his son, M r L . C . Evans, 52 Beaulieu Road, Boyatt 
W ood, Eastleigh S O 5 4PJ.

R E G IM E N T A L  G O O D S
T h e  follow ing regim ental goods are available for 

purchase. T h ese  can be obtained by w riting to the 
Secretary, M aj A . E. F. W aldron, m b e , Lynsore 
Bungalow , U p p er H ardres, Canterbury, K ent, 
C T 4  6EE. Cheques/postal orders should be m a d e i 
payable to the M iddlesex Regim ental Association.

A rticle p rice
A shtrays, glass, crested M iddlesex . . £0-50 each
Badges, Blazer, M iddlesex . . . . £3-50 each
C ravats, Regtl, O ld  Pattern, T erylen e £ 1 7 5  each
Cravats, R egtl, N ew  Pattern, T erylen e £1-75 each
Ice Buckets, m iniature side drum  with

Regim ental Em blazon . . . . £ 7  40 each
T ies , R egtl, O ld  Pattern, T erylen e . . £ 1 2 5  each
T ies , R egtl, N ew  Pattern, T ery len e  . . £ 1 2 5  each
T ies , O fficers’ C lu b , Silk ................  £2 40 each
H eraldic Shields, M iddlesex . . . . £6 50 each
C hristm as C ards:

S teady the D ru m s and Fifes . . £ 0 1 7  each 1
T h e  G uardroom  Scene . . £ 0 1 7  each

M aj V . D . W illiam s was recently D ined  o u t’ by T H E  R O Y A L  B R IT IS H  L E G IO N  IN D U S T R IE S  
the G reater L o n d on  A rm y  C ad et Force N orth  W7est T h e  Royal British L egion  Industries em ploys

ector after 41 years ’ service. W ell done Victor. disabled ex-servicem en under sheltered conditions

and follow ing an expansion program m e now  has 
places to offer. Rates o f pay are com parable w ith  
those in open industry and hostel accom m odation is 
available for single men. A  lim ited num ber o f 
houses is also available for m arried m en and their 
fam ilies follow ing a qualifying period o f three months. 
A pplication form s can be obtained from  the Royal 
British Legion  Industries (Preston H all), Royal 
British Legion  V illage, M aidstone, K ent, M E20 
7 N L .

M ID D L E S E X  R E G IM E N T  G O L F IN G  S O C IE T Y  
‘  A U T U M N  M E E T IN G

T h e  A utum n M eetin g was held at the N orth 
H ants G o lf  C lu b , Fleet, H ants, on T u esd a y, 
O ctober 2, 1979- A  total o f  23 m em bers took part.

T h e  detailed results (each decided over 18 holes) 
w ere as follow s:

Score 
35 
29

Stableford Singles
M r H . C layden (W inner H orton Cup) 
M aj H. E. C ouch  (Runner U p)

4 r A . T o rrie  
Jr N . T ay lo r 

C ap t R. J. T arran t 
L t  C ol T .  W . C hattey 
L t  C ol C . N . Clayden 
M r  G . T a y lo r  
M r M . R. T .  W alden 
M rs D . C ouch  
M r  M . W est
L t C ol H. M . du V  Lohan
M aj A . R. Bisset
C apt P. S. Ingham
M r C . H oldford
M r J. Rogers
B rig  G . Lerw ill
M r C . D . M atthew s
M r H . C . Lohan
C ol I. R. Burrow s (D ivot)
M r E . Johnson 
M r  H . T .  D uffield

28

28

2 7

2 7
2 7

25
25
2 5
2 4
2 4
2 3

17
17

N R
N R

Stableford Foursomes Score
C apt R. J. T arran t and M r A . T o rrie  31

(W inners Jay C up)
M aj H . E . C ou ch  and M rs C o u ch  28

(Runners U p)
^ L t  C o l C . N . C layden  and M aj A . R. Bisset 26 
P B rig  G . L erw ill and M r M . R. T .  W alden 25

M r N . T a y lo r  and M r  G . T a y lo r  24
M r J. Rogers and M aj P . D . H . M arshall 20
M r C . H oldford and M r M . W est 19
M r E . Johnson and M r C . D . M atthew s 17
L t  C o l H . M . du V  Lo han  and M r  H . C . Lo han  17 

B efore asking M rs Jean C layden to present the 
prizes, L t  C ol T o m  C hattey thanked everyone for 
the support they had given  to the m eeting. H e

gave a special thank you to those w ho travelled long 
distances, some leaving hom e at 4 a.m . H e con ­
gratulated L t  C o l and M rs Tossie W orton on 
recently celebrating their G olden  W ed din g anni­
versary. Apologies w ere received from  M r T o m  
Jones, L t  C ol Stephenson, C ap t M . F lynn, C ol M ax 
Sum m ers (who kindly gave a donation to expenses), 
C apt D on C arson, M rs N ora H oldford, C apt and 
M rs G ed ye and M r  G . C lift . L astly  a very special 
w elcom e to ou r guests, C ol A . S. J. de S. C layton, 
M r Jack M ilro y  and M r D o u g  M atthew s son 
(forgot his Christian name— in trouble again).

It is w ith  deep regret that w e have to announce
the follow ing have d ie d :

B a l d w i n — O n A u gu st 5 , 1 9 7 9 ,  ex-C /S gt C . F. 
Baldw in (6 2 0 0 5 6 9 ) , aged 7 1  years. ‘ B ad ger’ 
Baldw in enlisted into the R egim ent at M ill H ill 
on July 7, 1 9 3 2 , being posted to the 2nd Bn the 
follow ing A pril. T h e  next m onth, he was appoin­
ted L ance C orporal and was one o f  the jun ior 
N C O s  m arked as prospective senior non-com ­
m issioned or warrant officer in 1 9 4 0 , w hen there 
was expected to be a major exodus o f  the ‘Pontoon 
m en’ w ho had re-engaged in 1 9 1 9 .  H e qualified 
as an instructor at the A rm y Educational School, 
b ut after on ly a m onth in the R egim ental School, 
he was sent on another course at the Royal T a n k  
C orps, L y d d . H e w as one o f  those rare people 
w ith  a d riving licence. R eturning to the Battalion, 
he becam e one o f the team , the nucleus o f  the 
Battalion m echanical transport. T h is  team  con­
sisted o f  Sgt Charles D onaldson, C p l Baldw in 
and Ptes Ernie H ayes, G in ger Irons and C harlie  
R im m er, the latter know n as ‘Petro l, oil and 
w ater’ . W ith  the C arden L o yd  tracked vehicle 
and a few  w heeled trucks this team  trained the 
Battalion to becom e a m echanised unit.

Badger transferred to the A rm y R eserve in 
July  1938, b ut was recalled to the C olo urs on 
F riday, Septem ber 1, 1939. H e was posted to 
the staff o f  the M achine G u n  T ra in in g  C entre, 
M ill H ill, prom oted Sergeant, rem aining there 
until 1941. Posted to  the 2/8th B n (later renam ed 
1 st Bn), he was appointed C Q M S  o f  ‘A ’ C o y  b y 
L t  C ol Fanny W alden w ho was looking for able 
senior N C O s. W ith  this Battalion he w ent to 
N orm andy and served w ith  them  until Septem ber 
*945» w hen he was released to Z  Reserve.

H e lived in Barnet, near to W hetstone where

Parsons
and
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he was b o m  and where his father was the w ell- 
know n Blacksm ith. S ince his retirem ent, he 
spent m any hours on his allotm ent and helping 
less able people w ith  their gardens. N o  doubt 
that this attachm ent to the soil accounted for his 
p lacid  and pleasing manner.

H is funeral was at S t M arylebone C rem a­
torium , F inchley, on T h u rsd a y, A u gu st 10, when 
his coffin draped b y  the regim ental flag, disap­
peared behind the shutters as the haunting notes 
o f  the L a st Post w ere sounded as the farew ell 
to  a D iehard.

F o r his services during 1939-45, he was awarded 
th e 1939-45 Star, France and G erm an y Star, 
D efence M edal and W a r M edal.

M a j  D i c k  S m i t h

B a r r e t t — O n an unknow n date during O ctober 
*979» E x-P te T im o th y  Barrett (6210517), aged 
60 >ears. H e enlisted on N o vem b er 15, 1939, and 
on  com pletion o f  initial training w as posted to 
the 1st Bn stationed in H ong K ong. H e was taken 
prisoner on D ecem ber 25, 1941, and spent all his 
P O W  days in Sham shuipo C am p, H ong K ong. 
H e was repatriated to U K  at the end o f  1945 and 
le ft the service on  F eb ruary 27, 1947. N o  other 
facts are available.

B e l l e r s — O n  July  2 1 ,  1 9 7 9 ,  M aj R ichard Claude 
H am on B ellers, aged 68 years. M aj B ellers was 
com m issioned into the R egim ent on January 29, 
1931. H e passed through th e then Royal M ilitary  
C ollege at Sandhurst, where he becam e a Sergeant 
obtained his B lu e for boxing and cross country 
running.

H e jo in ed  the 1st B n  at C olchester in  1931 
and served w ith  that Battalion in Palestine, 
E gyp t, Singapore and H ong K o n g  up to  1937, 
b ein g appointed Signal Officer. From  1938 to 
1939 he w as serving in the B urm a D efen ce Force 
as a C om pan y C om m ander, A /A dju tan t and then 
G S O 3  at that H eadquarters, passing the S taff 
C ollege in  1939, and attending the second W ar 
S ta ff C ourse at Q uetta in  1940. H e was appointed 
S ta ff C aptain and B rigade M ajor at H Q  Rangoon 
A rea  1940—42. L a ter he becam e G S O 2  Operations 
in  1st B urm a C orps and took part in  that terrible 
retreat in  w hich  suffering from  disease and 
casualties w ere widespread.

In  1942-43 he becam e G S O 2  operations at 
H Q  17th Indian L ig h t D ivision, and for a few  
m onths in 1942 becam e a tem porary L ieutenant 
Colonel. In 1944 he was w ith  the 10th Bn L an ca­
shire Fusiliers as Second in  Com m and. In 1944-45 
he was a Brigade M ajor, H Q  134 Infantry Brigade 
in  U K  and then G S O 2  O perations in  G erm any, 
w here in 1945 he was B M  in 131 L o rried  Infantry 
Brigade. In 1946-47 he was on the S ta ff at the 
W a r O ffice in M T 6  and Infantry (3) as a G S O 2 . 
In 1948 he returned to the 1st B n at H am burg 
and then com m anded the Regim ental D epo t at 
Inglis Barracks 1949-50. H e then rejoined our 
1 st B n in K o rea as a C om pan y C om m ander. 
A fte r  that he becam e Second in C om m and o f  the 
40th In fan try  B attle  School in  H ong K o n g  19 5 1- 
52 .

F rom  1953 until his retirem ent in 1955 he was

D A Q M G  (M ob) at H Q  1st A A  G roup. M aj D ick 
Bellers always regretted that he did not serve in 
the Second W orld  W ar w ith  the Regim ent, 
although he saw a great deal o f  w ar service in 
those years. H is father com m anded the 3rd Bn 
in  South Africa.

H e is survived b y  his w ife B etty and two 
daughters, M erryn  and Judy.

T h e  R egim ent was represented at the funeral 
b y M aj G en  S ir John W illoughby, k b e , c b ,

C ol A . S. J. de S C layton, o b e , M aj and M rs 
P. G . V . Bellers.

C u r d — O n O ctober 9, 1979, E x-Pte A lan C urd  
(22312920), aged 48 years. M r C urd  was called up 
for N ational Service in 1950 and served w ith  the 
1 st B n in H ong K o n g  and Korea, leaving the 
service in 1952. M r  C urd  was Regional Sales 
M anager, U K  and Europe, for A ir N ew  Zealand.

C h a p m a n — O n N ovem ber 21, 1979, Ex-Pte Stephen 
A n drew  C hapm an (6192384), aged 80 years. H e 
jo in ed  the Essex R egim ent on June 26, 1917» and^fcf 
served w ith  that regim ent until dem obilised on ^ ^  
M arch  31, 1920. O n A p ril 9, 1920, he enlisted 
into the M iddlesex R egim ent and served in 
G erm any, G ibraltar and E gypt, some o f  w hich 
was w ith  the 3rd Bn until discharged on A ugust 
13, 1922, on reduction o f  establishm ent. H e was 
a staunch m em ber o f the M ill H ill Branch o f  the 
O C A .

D a l g a r n o — O n June 9, 1979, M r  V . G . Dalgarno.
H e w as a m em ber o f  the C entral Branch. N o 
other details are available.

D a y — O n A u gu st 17 , 1979, E x-Pte A lb ert Edw ard 
(T o ff) D a y  (6208238), aged 63 years. H e enlisted 
into the Regim ent at M ill H ill on N ovem ber 15, 
*939» and after com pletion o f his recruit training 
was posted to the 1st Bn stationed in H ong K ong.
H e was taken prisoner on Christm as D a y 1941.
In 1942 he was m oved to Japan and was in Osaka 
C am p until his release in 1945. H e was repatriated 
to U K  at the end o f  1945 and transferred to the 
A rm y  R eserve on A p ril 23, 1946. N ew s o f  his 
death only reached the Regim ental Association 
recently.

E d w a r d s — O n  A u gu st 21, 1979, e x -C S M  J o s e p h ^ ^  
W illiam  C harles Edw ards (6200354), aged 66 
years. ‘Peter’ Edw ards enlisted into the Regim ent, 
D ecem ber 16, 1931, and, after com pleting his 
recruit training at the D epot M ill H ill, was 
posted to the 2nd B n w ith  w hich he served until 
a pre-release vocational training course from  
July to  D ecem ber 15, 1938, when he was trans­
ferred to the A rm y Reserve. D u rin g his C olour 
service he was em ployed as a transport driver and 
groom  and later as a m otor truck driver. C alled up 
for service during the em ergency in 1938, he 
served for 59 days from  July 15.

M ob ilised  on Septem ber 1, 1939, he was p osted ^ ^  
to T h e  Q u een ’s O w n  R oyal W est K e n t R eg im e n t^ ^  
four days later, where he served in  the L abo u r 
Com panies until these units w ere absorbed into 
the R oyal Engineers, and Pioneer C orps in 1941.
H e rem ained w ith  the Pioneer C orps until his

1 0

discharge on February 8, 1946, serving w ith  the 
B E F  in N orth  A frica  w ith  the 1st A rm y, and 
N W  Europe. In N o vem b er 1945, his name 
appeared in the London G azette in the list o f 
personnel M entioned in Despatches.

H e was crem ated at St M arylebone C rem a­
torium , East F inchley, on T uesday, A u gu st 28,
1979. In addition to m em bers o f  his fam ily, there 
w ere representatives o f  the Regim ental A ssocia­
tion, M aj D ick  Sm ith, e x -C S M  A lf  M ason, M r 
A . M oreton, friends he had know n in Sappers 
Sergeants M ess since he was adm itted as an 
H onorary M em b er, C apt A . Q uinn, R E , S S gt 
N . Ingleby and M r  C liv e  Jones and his friends 
M r  C . Parker and M iss O live H am ilton. T h e  
coffin was draped w ith  the Regim ental flag and 
the L a st Post played at the end o f  the service.

M a j  D i c k  S m i t h

F o o t — O n D ecem ber 2, 1979, L t  C ol Patten 
B ow year D ru m m on d-H ay Foot, aged 90 years. 
L t  C ol Foot served w ith  the 10th B n later the 
i/ io th , from  July 27, 1912, until Septem ber 30, 
1916. H e was granted a regular com m ission in  the 
M iddlesex R egim ent on O ctober 1, 1916, in the 
rank o f C aptain. H e transferred to  the Royal 
S ignals on form ation in 1920. Prom oted L ieu ­
tenant Colonel on M a y  20, 1933, and retired on 
N ovem ber 20, 1937.

G r o v e - W h i t e — O n O ctober 25, 1979, M rs G race 
L ed lie  G rove-W h ite, w idow  o f  M aj Pierce 
G rove-W hite.

T h e  late M aj G rove-W h ite  died on A u gu st 8, 
1953. H e gave 26 years service to the Regim ent, 
serving w ith  the 1st, 2nd and 4th Bns. H e retired 
on January 9, 1929. H is father, C ol James G rove- 
W hite, c m g , j p , d l , had com m anded both the 
57th and 77th  Bns.

T h e  funeral was attended b y  M aj G en  Sir 
John W illo u gh b y, k b e , c b .

H a r r i s — O n N o vem b er 9, 1979, E x -S g t C yril 
Percival H arris (5875252), aged 76 years. C yril 
H arris served w ith  the 1st B n N ortham pton 
Regim ent in the Band from  1918 until discharge 
in  1929. H e then jo in ed  our 8th T erritoria l 
Bn in  1930 rem aining until A u gu st 1951 when 
he becam e a m em ber o f  the band o f  the 8th Bn 
Parachute R egim ent until his discharge in 1957.

H is m edals w ere the 1939-45 Star, France and 
G erm any Star, W ar M edal and the T erritoria l 
Efficiency M edal.

M a j  D i c k  S m i t h

K e r s w i l l — O n  June 1 , 1979, E x -S g t Stanley 
K ersw ill (21192370), aged 51 years. Stan K ersw ill 
served 19 years in the T erritoria l A rm y, his 
service term inating in 1966. O rigin ally  w ith  the 
9th Bn, he, early in his volunteer service, was 
posted to the R E M E  (T A ), finishing w ith  169 
Infantry W orkshop.

H e was the you ngest son o f  the late R S M  
‘K icke r’ K e rsw ill, 3rd Bn, and grew  up in the 
atm osphere o f  ou r Regim ent.

A  warm  hearted, w illing , public spirited m an, he 
is sadly m issed, especially b y  the m em bers o f the

M ill H ill Branch o f  the Diehards C lub . T im es  
w ithout num ber, he w ould convey the more 
elderly m em bers to their homes in his car, espe­
cia lly  in inclem ent weather. N o th in g appeared to 
be too m uch trouble for him  i f  he could help his 
fellow -m en.

For a num ber o f  years, he was the Standard 
Bearer o f  ou r R egim ental Association Standard, 
his smart, erect figure leading us, especially on 
the F ield  o f  R em em brance S ervice from  the 
M iddlesex G u ild h all to W estm inster A b b ey, the 
S aturday before Rem em brance S unday and at the 
Belgian N ational D a y  parade in July each year 
w hen w e m arch from  H orse G u a rd ’s Parade along 
W h iteh all to the Cenotaph. Pride in the R egim ent 
and the distinction o f  the jo b  he was doing sim ply 
oozed from  him  on these occasions. H e was a 
splendid figure-head and ja u n ty  in carriage.

T h e  last five years, he organised the branch 
Christm as D raw , the initial sheets for the current 
year having been prepared b y  him  before his 
decease.

It is at this tim e o f  the year especially that he 
is m issed. N o t on ly to his fam ily, but to us all, 
he was ‘O u r S tan ’ and for som e tim e in  the 
future w ill so remain.

H e held the T erritoria l E fficiency M edal, and 
a Certificate o f  A ppreciation  for an adm irable 
record o f devoted service to  the M idd lesex T e r r i­
torial and A uxiliary  Forces Association.

W e, his com rades, also hold him  in adm irable 
m em ory for his devotion to all tasks given to  him  
to help ou r branch run sm oothly and happily. 
H e is a great loss.

M a j  D i c k  S m i t h

L o h a n — O n  July  14 , 1979, C o l L eslie  G ordon 
‘S am m y’ Lohan, m b e , t d . C o l L o h an  was com ­
m issioned to the Princess L o u ise ’s K ensington  
R egim ent in M a y  1935 and served w ith  the 
‘K ensingtons’ until January 1940. A s  a C aptain 
he served short periods w ith  the i/7th B n and 
the M idd lesex C om pany, M G  H old in g Bn during 
1940. H e then joined Special O perations and in 
1943 was part o f  the paratroop drop on A lgiers.

From  1946 until his retirem ent in  1967 he 
held a Short Service E xtended C om m ission  in 
the R egim ent. A ll  his appointm ents w ere w ith  the 
P ub lic R elations D epartm ent o f  the M in istry  o f 
Defence.

M i l t o n — O n  N o vem b er 14, 1979, M r  L eslie
Edw ard M ilton  (PS/823 and 21902 and 6191997). 
M r  M ilton  served w ith  the 16th (P u blic Schools) 
B n , 24th B n and the 4th Bn.

M o o r e — O n a date near the end o f  O ctob er 1979, 
L t  C ol S . A . M oo re, aged 65 years. L t  C ol M oore 
was R S M  o f  the 9th B n (126 L A A  R egt R A ) from  
1942 until 1946. H e was granted a regular com ­
m ission in  the R A O C  on D ecem ber 20, 1949, 
prom oted L t  C o l (S taff Q M ) on N o vem b er 6, 
1964, retiring on A u gu st 11 , 1969. H e w as a 
staunch m em ber o f the 9th B n O C A  and regularly 
attended the annual dinner.

P a r k e r — O n  A u gu st 16, 1979, L t  C o l Francis
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G ordo n  Parker, aged 81 years. L t  C ol G ordon 
Parker com m enced his service in Septem ber 1914 
and had O th er Rank S ervice w ith  the 5th and 
28th C ity  o f  London Regim ent.

H e was granted a tem porary com m ission as a 
Second Lieutenant in the M idd lesex R egim ent 
on N o vem b er 28, 1915, and posted to the 1st Bn. 
H e w as granted a regular com m ission w ith  the 
R egim ent on January 3, 1917- H e was prom oted 
Lieutenant June 4, 1918. Postings and prom otions 
durin g h is  career w ere as follow s:
D e p u ty  A ssistant Provost M arshal France and 

U K , February 1 , 1919 to July  23, 1922. 
M ilita ry  Perm it O fficer B A O R , July 1922 to 

O ctob er 1923.
Joined 1st Bn A ldershot, O ctob er 1923.
Posted to D epo t M idd lesex M ill H ill, A u gu st

1 9 2 5 -
A djutant 19th L ondon R egt (T /C apt), O ctober 

1927 to D ecem ber 1931.
Prom oted C aptain, D ecem ber 10, 1928.
R ejo ined  1st Bn C olchester, D ecem ber 1931. 
-Assistant Provost M arshal C airo , January 1934 

to February 1938.
Joined 2nd Bn G osport, M arch  1938.
Prom oted M ajor, A u gu st 1, 1938.
C om m anded D epo t M idd lesex, June 1939 to 

Septem ber 1939.
C om m anded rst Bn Princess L o u ise ’s K ensington 

Regim ent, M arch  1940 (U K , France and 
Inter B N A F ), to M arch  1944.

Prom oted L ieutenant C olonel, O ctob er 22, 1942. 
O C  'B  Rest C am p C M F , M arch  1944 to Septem ber 

1944-
C om m anded n t h  Bn T h e  H am pshire R egim ent, 

A u gu st 1945 to A p ril 1946.
C am p C om m andant W ar O ffice, June 1946 to 

N o vem b er 1948.
Retired, January 29, 1949.

M edals and aw ards: 19 14 -15  S tar, British 
W ar M edal, V icto ry  M ed al, 1939-45 Star, 
D efen ce M edal, W a r M edal. M entioned  in 
D espatches F eb ruary 1919.

T h e  funeral was attended b y  C ol A . S . J. de S. 
C la yton , o b e , L t  C ol and M rs J. R . B. W orton, 
M aj J. \\ . D o yle , M C , M aj A . E. F . W aldron, 
m b e , and M rs M . del C ourt.

P e a r c e  G o u l d — O n  D ecem ber 8 , 1 9 7 9 ,  T h e  Rev 
(L t  C o l) P. L . Pearce G ou ld , o b e , m a , aged 
60 years. F u ll ob itu ary  w ill be pub lished  in the 
next issue o f  the Diehards Newsletter.

P e r c i v a l — O n Septem ber 27, 1979, M r J. A . 
Percival, aged 88 years. M r Percival served with 
the 1/7th Bn (1914-18 ).

R e id — O n  A u gu st 25, 1979, M rs Barbara Y ork 
Reid, w ife o f  C ol J. G . E. Reid.

R o m e — O n July 26, 1979, M aj C . E. Rom e, m b e . 

T h e  late M aj C . E . Rom e retired on July 22, 
1962, after 32i  years’ service in the A rm y, o f 
w hich 19J years was spent in the Regim ent. H e 
was a W arrant O fficer C lass 2 in the Coldstream  
G uards when he was granted a Short Service 
C om m ission in  the M idd lesex R egim ent in 1943. 
T h e  follow ing is an extract from a letter he wrote 
to the D epo t w h ilst he was on terminal leave in 
1962: ‘ It seems almost im possible to have served 
in a R egim ent for nearly 20 years and never to 
have served w ith  either a Regular or a T A  Bn. 
S uch  is the post w ar arm y. Nevertheless I have 
held som e very interesting appointments. M y  
last one was M ilitary  Liaison O fficer to th ^ ^ . 
D irector o f  M unitions Sales in the M inistry' o(Bp 
Supply. T h is  has entailed m any visits to  foreign 
em bassies in London. T h e  average over a year 
has been two per week. I have looked after visiting 
m issions from nearly every “ friendly”  country in 
the w orld ’.

S a n d e r — O n  N ovem ber 1, 1979, C apt E ric Sander, 
m c , aged 82 years. C apt Sander served w ith the 
23rd Bn in the G reat W ar and was aw arded the 
M ilitary  Cross. In civilian life he was a dentist.

S c o t t - S i m p s o n — O n D ecem ber 11 , 1979, M aj 
K ennard Scott-Sim pson. H e enlisted in 1930 as a 
Private soldier and served w ith  the is t  Bn in 
Egypt. Singapore and H ong K o n g  until taking 
his discharge in 1938. A t the outbreak o f the W ar 
>n *939 . he was com m issioned and later served 
for a tim e w ith  the 1 /8th Bn.

S n e a t h — O n N ovem ber 19, 1979, M aj Peter
C laude Sneath, t d , C roix  de Guerre. M aj Sneath 
com m enced his service w ith  the 9th Bn in January
1938. A t  the outbreak o f  war he in itially  w ent to 
S tiffk ev  C am p and after a few  weeks to Beacon 
H ill C am p, A ttleborough. H e later served 
H olland and Belgium  and was aw arded t h e ^ ^  
C roix  de G uerre (1940) C hevalier de l’ordre de 
Leopold  11 (Belgium ).

T h e  funeral w’as attended b y L t  C ol G . L . Fox,
L t  C o l J. T .  D ear and W ing Com d P. J. C un dy.

D E D IC A T IO N  O F  T H E  R E G IM E N T A L  C H A IR , S T  G E O R G E ’ S M E M O R IA L  C H U R C H  Y P R E S

D u rin g  the annual pilgrim age to M on s this year 
the opportu n ity to  hold a service for the dedication 
o f  ou r R egim ental C hair was taken.

E ig h t years ago, M aj C ecil E. E. S cott presented 
a chair p laque for the chair. S in ce that date, the 
chair has been housed in the vestry , aw aiting the 
dedication service. T h is  service was held on T u esd a y, 
A u g u st 21, 1979. conducted b y  the R ev  T im  D u g- 
dale, the C haplain , G h en t and Y pres.

In  addition to four In-Pensioner’s from  the

Royal H ospital, Chelsea, in their colourful uniform s 
and veterans o f  1914—19 o f  various units, there 
were the follow ing m em bers o f  the M ill H ill Branch 
o f  the Regim ental Association. L t  C ol T .  W . 
C hattey, M aj R. W . J. Sm ith, Sqn  L d r  Jim A b ell A  
C harlie  A sh b y, D avid  Bennett, A rchie Brow n, L t 
S id n ey Butler, A lf  C hurch, C harlie Garrard, T im  
H arrison, H arry H art, T o m m y  Lack and M aj Bill 
Lo vell. H onorary m em bers T resham  G reen, D avid 
M arie, B ill M arshall, C apt Johnny M orris and
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T rev o r M orris w ere also in the congregation. T h e  
distaff contingent w ere M esdam es M illy  A shb y, 
Rose C oom bs, Jean K night, G ilbertte Lovell, 
N orm a N orm an and D o lly  Sm ith.

A  Belgian party o f  T h e  Federation N ationale Des 
Voluntaires de G u erre  C om ite Provincial du H ainaut 
under the direction o f  L t  C ol de Reseserve Jacques 
D ew eer, joined us in the service w ith  num erous 
standards. T h ese  standards flanked the altar, our 
Association Standard borne b y  D avid Bennett and 
the U nion Jack b y T o m m y  L a ck  being placed on 
the altar.

T h e  service was succinct, one for soldiers b y  a

(service padre and thoroughly enjoyed b y  all the 
Congregation. T h e  organist, W illy  D unn, w ho w'as 
recently honoured b y  the R oyal British Legion, is 
know'n to all British visitors to Y pres where he 
has lived since W orld W ar 1, played the organ w'ith 
feeling albeit he w'as suffering from  a dreadful cold.

D u rin g  the singing o f  the hym n, the chair was 
slow ly and solem nly carried to the altar b y  L t  C ol 
T o m  C hattey, President o f the Regim ental A sso­
ciation and M aj D ick  Sm ith. H ere C ol C hattey 
gifted the chair to the C h u rch  follow ed by the 
dedication by the C haplain. A t  the end o f the

 ̂ P IL G R IM A G E  T O  M O N S , 1979
Elsew here in  this N ew sletter is the account o f 

the pilgrim age to M on s and Y pres, plus an account 
o f the visits to various battlefields o f Flanders and 
France so w ell know n to the soldiers o f  the G reat 
War.

service, B inyon ’s words, ‘T h e y  shall not grow  old ’ 
w ere declaim ed by M aj Sm ith, follow ed b y  the 
Last Post’ and ‘R eveille ’ sounded perfectly b y  Sgt 

Ron M 'A rd le  o f  the Irish G uards, w earing the full 
regim entals w ith  bearskin o f  his regim ent, perm ission 
h aving courteously been given  b y  the Com m anding 
O fficer o f  the G uards D epot, P irbright.

T h e  service ended with the congregation, am ong 
whom  w ere a num ber o f the British residents 
dom iciled in Y pres and Belgian tow ns adjacent, 
singing the N ational A nthem .

S t G eo rge ’s C hurch, consecrated in 1929, hold 
relics and m em ories for ou r regim ent. In addition 
to ou r chair, there is a large brass plate, recalling 
the service o f  the 46 battalions o f  the regim ent of 
19 14 -19 , and the pew  dedicated to C ol F. G . 
‘ D a d d y ’ Poole, who had w on the D S O  as a subaltern 
during the Boxer Rebellion, an officer deeply 
adm ired b y  his soldiers o f the 3rd Bn and w ell 
rem em bered for his hum our at reunions and parades 
o f  veterans between the tw o wars. O u r histories are 
also in the church library for visitors and students 
to peruse and know the reason w e hold ou r heads 
high in pride.

M a j  D i c k  S m i t h

Below, I give the address b y  M . G erard Sercu, 
D epu ty  Bourgm estre o f Y pres, w ho had a short 
tim e before the civic reception in the C loth  H all, 
acted as d riv er o f  the bus w hich  had taken the 
visitors to places o f interest in the Salient. T h e  
guide on this occasion was M iss Rose C oom bs o f
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the Im perial W ar M useum , whose illustrated guide 
to the battlefields o f  19 14 -18  is superb. T h e  title, 
'B efore Endeavours F ad e’ , gives the visitor a com ­
plete pictorial route card o f  the British Expeditionary 
Force. T h e  title w ith  its initial letter is w ell chosen.

A lso  produced below  is the speech by M . Rene 
L angouche, o f  O b o u rg, w ho as a boy, saw  our 
regim ent in action during the initial battle o f  1914. 
H e so often reiterates over the years how  grateful 
are his tow nsfolk  to our regim ent, saying, ‘Y o u  
cam e to help us in 1914. M an y  o f  you  rem ain here, 
in ou r soil. T h e  jack-boo t was not tram pling over 
you r back garden, it was tram pling over ours. W e 
are everlastingly grateful. W e w ill never forget’ .

I can assure readers that they do not forget.
T h e  m em orial he refers to in  the sixth paragraph 

is on the wall o f  O b o u rg  railw ay station. It says, 
'N ea r this spot on A u gu st 23, 1914, the honour 
fell to  the 4th Bn T h e  M id d lesex  Regim ent to 
fire the first shots o f  the Battle o f  M ons. O n the 
roo f o f  this b u ild in g an unidentified British 
soldier m ade the suprem e sacrifice in order to 
protect the retreat o f  his com rades’ .

T h e  follow ing m ay be new  to  som e readers and 
w ill refresh the m em ories o f  old soldiers w ho know 
ou r history:

In S ain t-S ym phorien  M ilitary  C em etery is a 
special m em orial erected b y  the G erm ans that 
reads ‘H ere repose 46 English soldiers o f  the 4th 
Battalion, R oyal M id d lesex  R egim ent’. T h is  cem e­
tery was officially opened in 1916 b y  the C row n  
Prince o f  Bavaria and contains the graves o f  135 
identified soldiers and those o f  64 not identified. 
O ne o f  those unidentified D ie-H ards was a man 
w hose deed is akin to that legendary' H oratius 
C o d e s  w ho held the B ridge o f  the R iver T ib er.

T h e  story, w hich  is w ell know n in  M on s is 
related b y  M . L eon  Boivard, once C h ie f Pioneer o f 
O b o u rg  S tation, w ho was eye-w itness o f  the scene. 
H e describes it as follow s:

‘ D u rin g  the m orning o f  A u g u st 23, 1914, the 
B ritish  troops had retired in  the direction o f 
M on s. O n e soldier how ever, rem ained behind and 
took up a position on the east roo f o f  the station 
b uild ing. H e b u ilt a parapet o f  sand bags round 
h im self and then aw aited the oncom ing Germ ans. 
O n  tw o occasions tw o other soldiers— apparently 
his com rades— returned to the station and urged 
h im  to retire. T h is  he refused to do, so finally 
th ey left him .

T h is  position was w ell chosen as it com m anded 
the R ue Beauval w hich  crosses the canal and is 
the on ly approach to the station. It is jo in ed  at 
its northern end b y  R ue de S t D enis, the distance 
from  the station to the jun ction  o f  tw o streets 
b eing about 100 m etres.

T h e  English soldier held up the G erm ans at 
that co m er for alm ost tw o hours. E ve ry  E very  
G erm an  w ho show ed h im self in R ue Beauval 
fell, either k illed or w ounded. M a n y  efforts w ere 
m ade to dislodge him  b ut he m aintained his 
p osition against all attacks.

H e ceased firing eventually— apparently for want 
o f  am m unition and got dow n from  the roof. 
Just at that m om ent a large party o f  G erm ans 
rushed round the fatal com er, so the soldier fixed 
his bayonet. W hilst doing so he was struck in

the head b y  a bullet and killed.
H e accounted for 50 Germ ans— 10 killed and 

40 wounded.
T h e  Germ ans allowed me to retain as a souvenir 

his razor; the shoulder straps bore the name 
M idd lesex ’ .

Speech b y  M . G erard  Sercu, D epu ty Bourgm estre 
o f Y p res, on occasion o f  reception at the C loth  H all 
after dedication o f  regim ental chair in S t G eo rge ’s 
M em orial C h u rch :

‘ I am particularly pleased to welcom e you in  this 
town hall on the occasion o f  this visit. W hile 
m eeting veterans, m ore than 60 years after the 
first W ar cam e to an end, some old comrades, 
v isiting once again “ the old places” , w e cannot 
b ut be im pressed. W e are deeply im pressed indeed 
w ith  such an infinite truth and faithfulness. I 
think it is not necessary to enter into particulars 
on the very reasons for that. Each o f you has his 
ow n m em ories to recall— his own places he wishes 
to see again— a friend he lost here— his good and 
his bad recollections, w hile all o f you have a p a r ^ ^  
o f their you th  they left here in m ost tragic c ir ^ V  
cum stances.

I w ould like to say: don ’t w orry about one 
thing— be sure y o u ’ll always find good and grateful 
friends over here. G enerally speaking it is a great 
pleasure to us w henever w e have the opportunity 
o f m eeting visitors from  Britain as it enables us 
each tim e to strengthen the close friendship 
between both our countries. In addition to  this, 
every v isit paid to us b y some few  o f  those who 
cam e over to help us in defending our freedom 
more than 50 years ago, has som ething touching 
to us: and w e w ish to avail ourselves o f  every 
possible occasion to express them  our sincere 
gratitude. W h y should w e hide our sad feelings, 
thinking this could be the last tim e we meet. W e 
how ever sincerely wish that strength and health 
m ight enable you  to afford some m ore visits, in 
the years to com e. In the m eantime I w ould like 
to convince you that Y pres remain for ever the 
heart o f  the Y p res Salient, where the m em ory of 
those o f  your com rades or relatives who lost their 
lives, w ill always be honoured. T h is  city  that has 
been so deeply cherished b y  all o f you w ill never 
forget.

L adies and G entlem en— with every good w is h ^ ^  
to all o f  you, I w ould like to say again how  m u c n ^  
w e appreciate your friendship to us and your 
faithfulness towards our c ity ’.
R ep ly  by L t  C ol T .  W . C hattey, o b e , President 

o f  the Regim ental Association.
T o a st b y  M . G erard S ercu to H er M ajesty T h e  

Q ueen.
T o a st b y  M aj R. W . J. Sm ith, m b e , to K in g  and 

Q ueen o f  the Belgians.

S peech  by M . Rene Langouche:
‘D ear O ld  Soldiers, Ladies and Gentlem en,

65 years have passed since A ugust 13, 1914, 
w hen the young soldiers o f  the 4th M iddlesex 
Regim ent cam e here in a heroic com bat, to c o n fr o n ^ k  
the enorm ous teutonic hordes overrunning our 
country, and to slow dow n for seven long hours the 
G erm an m arch “ nach Paris” .

Alas, the valour, the stubborn resistance of 
these you n g hereos, cost the lives o f m any among
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them, reddening w ith  their blood the streets 
where we are now.

A fter 65 years, these brave soldiers lie in the 
m ilitary cem etery o f  S t Sym phorien; you return 
from having visited them.

It is to m agnify their sacrifice, to honour their 
m em ory, that with their old com panions in arms 
and the representatives o f  their glorious regim ent, 
we find ourselves before this m em orial showing 
their courage, their disregard o f danger, g iving to 
all a heroic exam ple o f  the gift o f  self.

H onour to them , honour to all these brave men 
r j  w ho w e w ill never be allowed to forget.

T h is  m em orial, w hich we have every chance of 
being able to preserve as it is, and even to im prove 
its appearance m ust rem ain, for the younger 
generation o f O bourg and round about, the sym bol 
o f  D U T Y  and S E L F  D E N IA L . W e will endea­
vour, the C ity  o f M ons assisting and follow ing the 
local adm inistration o f  old O bourg in this, to 
m aintain it always in good condition.

•  T o  you , the old soldiers o f  the 4th M iddlesex 
R egim ent, goes our greatest admiration for the 
perseverance in returning each year, in spite o f the 
distance, in  spite o f the years that pass. M ay I say 
to those brave m en w ho are gone that tim e dim in­
ishes in  no w ay the fervour w hich you attach to 
their names.

W e thank you for this rem arkable consistency. 
M ay I be perm itted all the same, in these pious 
circum stances, to stress the presence o f certain old 
soldiers w ho, always faithful, never miss the 
annual rendezvous, and am ong them  notably M aj 
D ick  Sm ith you r guide w ho has becom e ou r very 
dear friend.

In a m om ent, observing the silence, w e will 
ponder deeply before this m em orial com m uning 
all together in the m em ory o f  all the brave m en 
fallen at O bourg, N im y  and M ons 65 years ago.

T o  all here present, a great and sincere T H A N K  
Y O U .

L o n g  L ive  G reat Britain— L o n g  L ive  B elgium ’ .

U N V E IL IN G  O F  T H E  H E A D S T O N E  T O  
C A P T  M IC H A E L  T R O T O B A S

For a num ber o f years, a delegation from  the

• Regim ent, m ost o f w hom  w ere friends o f M ichael 
[Trotobas, have m ade the jou rn ey to L ille, to pay 
homage at the scenes o f  his gallantry, and to where 
he was killed w hilst shooting it out w ith  the G erm ans 
in a hand-to-hand gun fight and to the spot where 
the French have erected a large m onum ent to him 
and his com panions o f  the Reseau Sylvestre Farm er 
G roup. H e was killed on N ovem ber 27, 1943, the 
36th anniversary o f  h is death being com m em orated 
on Sunday, N o vem b er 25, 1979.

M em bers o f  the R egim ent present at the cerem ony 
were:

B rig  B. A . M . Pielow , C ol A . S. J. de S . C layton, 
o b e , M aj R. W . J. Sm ith , m b e , M aj W . H. L o vell, 
M essrs L . A rlin gton , D . B ennett w ho was the 

,^ ^ R eg im en tal Standard Ensign, G . H urlock, J. 
M ilroy, S S g t M . D . Sm ith, 1 Q u een ’s and A . 
T hom as. W ith  the party was C apt R. C . Stevenson 
w ho dropped into France on ‘D ’ D a y  w hilst serving 
w ith  the S A S , and w ho is an honorary m em ber o f 
the M ill H ill Branch o f  the Association.

A lso  attending w ere M esdam es Pielow , Sm ith, 
Lo vell, H urlock, M ilroy, Sm ith  (jr), Stevenson, 
A rlington  and N orm an.

T h e  first cerem ony was at the house where 
‘C apitaine M ich e l’ , his code name in  the Resistance, 
fought his last fight. H ere wreaths w ere placed on 
the m em orial tablet on the w all, that o f our R egim ent 
being placed by L en  A rlington  w ho spent the years 
from  D u nkirk  to the Liberation  in that area o f 
France.

A t this cerem ony, the French Resistance represen­
tatives and the M iddlesex R egim ent representatives 
were join ed  by the Belgian contingent o f  N o . 6 
(W O  G roup) Resistance, their senior O fficer being 
L t  C ol Jacques D ew eer. T h e  Belgian D elegation 
w ere led b y tw o young ladies w earing a m ost attrac­
tive national costum e o f  their country, and m arched 
w ith  élan in front o f  their contingent.

C ol D ew eer is a v ery  patriotic Belgian and friend 
o f  Britain, attending all our Regim ental cerem onies 
in  Belgium  and France in  addition to m aking a 
point o f  visiting  England when w e parade on H orse 
G uards Parade on the occasion o f  the Belgian 
N ational D a y  parade every July on the Sunday 
nearest to July  21.

A t 11 .15  am, after a religious service, the cortège 
headed b y  m ore than a score o f  standards, including 
ou r R egim ental Standard and consisting o f  repre­
sentatives o f  num erous Resistance G roups, Veterans 
A ssociations and the Com panions o f  Capitaine 
M ichel, m oved towards the M onu m ent erected to 
the Sylvestre Farm er G rou p  and M ich ael T rotobas 
in L ille  S u d  C em etery. T h e  m onum ent is a m ost 
im posing m em orial and was inaugurated w ith  great 
cerem ony in  D ecem ber 1946. In the colum n w ere 
patriots w ho w ere w ith  M ich ael T roto bas during 
the days he was show ing so m uch initiative and 
heroism  ; that unassum ing m an M aj A rth u r M alfait, 
w ho com m anded the group after the death of 
M ichael, M arcel Fertein, Com m andant Julien 
G erekens, and little  M argaret S ob ry as w ell as a 
num ber o f  the group w ho visited us at ou r Regim en- 
tal D epo t a few  years ago.

T h e  m onum ent was flanked b y  an arm ed G u ard  
o f  H onour from  N o  a G ro u p  C R S , their C om m an ­
dant, C ol R obert Farret, a successor to the heroic 
Com m andant Bayart, b eing w ith  th e leading rank. 
T h e  steady crunch o f feet o f  the lo n g colum n over 
the gravel and pebbled cem etery path em phasised 
the solem nity o f the occasion w hich  has ceased to 
be a parade, and has becom e a pilgrim age. Passing 
the p lot w here so m any victim s o f  bom bing during 
the w ar, bom bs from  A llied  aircraft, plus the ornate 
sepulchres that abound in  French  cem eteries 
stressed the thoughts that this vast concourse were 
there to pay hom age to a D iehard  and his com panions 
w ho had died to ensure that free people could live.

O n arrival at the m onum ent, the new  headstone 
could be seen covered b y  the B ritish  U n io n  Jack 
and the F ren ch  T rico lo u r. T h e  headstone is at the 
base o f  the m em orial and it  is due to the energy, 
and perseverance o f  M r  S tephen G rad y , o b e , o f  
the C om m onw ealth  W a r G raves C om m ission, who 
as a youth served w ith  the Resistance, that, at last, a 
B ritish  m em orial n ow  stands in  addition to  that 
erected by the French.

O n ce the parade had taken its position around the
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m onum ent, C o l A ym ar C layton  and m yse lf w ere 
invited to perform  the unveiling. A s the two national 
Hags dropped, the unusual design o f  a C om m on ­
w ealth  headstone w ith  tw o R egim ental badges could 
be seen. T h is  special concession is again due to the 
endeavours o f  S teve G rad y , and w e have reason to 
be gratefu l to him.

C ol C layton  and M r  G ra d y  then read an address 
each to the assem bly, their bilingual abilities allow ing 
them  to do so perfectly  w ithout the assistance o f 
an interpreter.

Address by C o l Clayton :
"Each year on the nearest S unday to N ovem ber 

27, you  always gather here together around this 
m onum ent to pay you r hum ble respects and 
heart-felt hom age to the m em ory o f  those great 
heroes and patriots o f the Resistance w ho m ade 
the suprem e sacrifice in the cause o f  freedom  and 
w ho now  lie in this cemetery'.

It is, therefore, so v ery  right and proper that 
this annual pilgrim age o f  rem em brance should 
provide the occasion for the form al unveiling o f 
the C om m onw ealth  W ar G raves Com m ission 
headstone to C ap t M ichael T roto b as— better 
know n to you as C apitaine M ichel.

Y o u  and w e o f the M idd lesex R egim ent, in 
w hose ranks he learned and perfected the arts of 
w ar, appreciate his rem arkable qualities to the 
full. H e was a first rate soldier, a fearless fighter, 
an inspiring leader and a faithfu l friend. T h a t, 
in any language, spells out that he w as a real man 
in the fu llest accepted sense o f that w ord.

M aj S m ith and I w ere indeed fortunate to have 
served w ith  M ichael in 2nd Bn T h e  M idd lesex 
R egim ent in  England in peacetim e and in France 
in  war.

W e  feel m ost hum ble yet filled w ith  trem endous 
pride as w e unveiled this headstone to a very 
gallant O fficer’ .

Address by M r  S . T . G ra d y :
‘T h irty-six  years ago, next T u esd a y , C apt 

M ich ael T ro to b a s found a tragic death in the face o f 
the enem y. T h o se  sinister thugs o f  the G erm an 
G estapo prob ab ly  celebrated that night at the 
thought that they had dealt a fatal b low  to  the 
m ovem ent C apt M ich ael had organised and of 
w hich  he w as the head.

H ow  w rong they were, fo r  not on ly the exam ple 
o f  courage he gave us all durin g his mission out 
here and the heroic circum stances o f  his death in 
action ensured that others continued his dangerous 
w ork, b ut they carried the m ovem ent, the W O  
as w e called it, to the front ranks o f v ictory  a 
year later.

T h is  im petus still exists after 36 years, m y 
dear friends, and thus, far from  forgetting our 
heroic ch ief, here w e are gathered again in hom age 
to his memory'.

A fter 36 years, the official com m em oration of 
C ap t T roto b a s has been ensured b y  m eans o f  a 
standard Com m ission headstone w hich has ju st 
been unveiled b y  C ol C layton  and M aj Sm ith. 
T h e  standard headstone records fu ll particulars

o f rank, name, date o f  death and Regimental 
particulars. In this case, a special concession was 
obtained and the R egim ental badges on the 
m em orial stone are those o f  the M iddlesex R egi­
ment in w hich  he served as a Regular and the 
M anchester Regim ent in w hich he was com m is­
sioned upon volunteering for special operations 
in occupied territories.

T h e  m em orial also bears a personal inscription 
chosen b y  C apt T roto b as’s father w ho at the 
age o f 86 is unable to travel out to be w ith  us 
today but w ho is kept fu lly  inform ed o f  our 
devotion. I

T h u s, m y dear friends, w e are endeavouring to 
guarantee that this burial place w ill be preserved 
throughout history. M a y  I express the hope that 
it w ill continue to be a shrine w hich people like 
ourselves w ill v isit regularly' not only to honour 
the memory' o f  C apt T rotobas and o f other 
patriots buried here w ith  him, but to reaffirm 
the w ill to oppose aggression at all costs’ .

A s befits the m em ory o f a soldier, the h a u n tin g  
notes o f the L a st Post and the resurgent call R e v e illS  
w ere sounded, excellently, b y  S gt R. Sm ith, 1st Bn, 
T h e  Q ueen ’s Regim ent, our successors, w ho had 
travelled from  W erl, G erm any, for the cerem ony.

T h en  the w reath laying cerem ony. B rig Pielow, 
the British D efence A ttaché in Paris, on b ehalf of 
the British Am bassador, C ol C layton  on b ehalf of 
our R egim ent, plus num erous representatives of 
Resistance G roups, headed b y the Reseau S ylvestre 
and C om pagnons du C apitaine M ichel. A m ong 
those present w ere the Consul and vice-C onsul, the 
latter, M r  Q uinn, w ho has joined us for the last 
three years. A t  the end o f the wreath laying, the 
steps at the foot o f  the m onum ent w ere festooned 
w ith  flowers and the red poppy wreaths w e now 
use to com m em orate the sacrifice o f  those o f Britain 
and the C om m onw ealth w ho made the suprem e 
sacrifice.

F rom  the m onum ent w e m arched to the British 
plot w here ou r soldiers w ho fell in 1940 are buried. 
T h ere  are D iehards in this hallow ed ground, 2 L t  
K . D . T a r r  o f  the 8th Bn and w ho was originally 
H A C , and 3957598 C p l R. G . Em pson o f the 2nd 
Bn. A t  the Cross o f H onour, found in all British 
M ilitary  plots, the L a st Post and Reveille weri^ 
sounded and B inyon ’s w ords o f  the exhortatio^  
extolled b y  M aj D ick  Sm ith. T h e  w reath bearer, 
S S g t M erv yn  Sm ith, 1st Bn Q ueen ’s w ho had 
travelled from  W erl, handed over tw o w reaths, the 
D iehards w reath to me and that o f the Postal and 
C ourier D epo t, Royal Engineers, Inglis Barracks, 
to M aj W . H . L o vell. T h ese, w ith  other wreaths 
from  our allies w ere then positioned on the m em orial.

M aj L o vell w ill be rem em bered b y  readers who 
w ere serving w ith  the 2nd Bn before the war as 
C p l L o vell, one o f the first instructors on the 2 pdr 
anti-tank gun when ‘D ’ C o y  was the A - T  gun 
C om pany. D u rin g  the war, he was transferred to the 
Sappers. O ur S apper com rades in our old D epot 
have joined us for the last tw o years at this ceremony.* 

‘W E  W I L L  R E M E M B E R ’
M a j  D i c k  S m i t h
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