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F O R E C A S T  O F  E V E N T S  1979

D ate Event

M arch  31 9th Bn A nnual Reunion D inner,
Q uality  Inn, V ictoria Street, London 
S W i

A p ril 24 M idd lesex R egt G olfing Society Spring
M eeting, N orth  H ants G o lf  C lub  

28 1/7 Bn ( 19 39 -4 5 )  D inner at T A V R
C entre, Priory' Road, H ornsey 

M ay 11 M iddlesex R egt Officers’ C lu b  Dinner,
C avalry and G uards C lub  

12 A fternoon— A lb uhera Service o f R e­
m em brance at S t Paul’s Cathedral 

E vening— Annual Reunion— venue to 
 ̂ be arranged

f  19 2/ioth  B n O C A  Luncheon at V icto ry
C lu b , S eym our Street, W2 

June 6 D e rb y  O uting
O ct 2 M idd lesex R egt G olfing Society

A utum n  M eeting, N orth H ants G o lf 
C lu b

5 2/7th B n A nnual D inner at V ictory
C lu b , S eym our Street, W 2 

21 A ttendance at C hurch  Parade Royal 
H ospital C helsea 

N o v  10 C erem ony at Field  o f Rem em berance,
M idd lesex G uildhall and W est­
m inster A b b ey 

11 1000 hours— Rem em brance D a y  Service 
at Inglis Barracks, M ill H ill, followed 
by reunion at T A V R  C entre, Edg- 
ware

1045 hours— 7th B n W reath Layin g 
C erem ony at H ornsey Parish C hurch  
by the H ornsey and Enfield Branch 

1500 hours— 2/ioth  R em em brance D ay 
Service at St N icholas C hurch, 
C hisw ick

F IE L D  O F  R E M E M B R A N C E
T h e  A nnual C erem ony at the F ield  o f R em em ­

brance took place on Saturday, N o vem b er 11 , and 
was w ell attended b y  m any ex-m em bers o f the 
Regim ent and civil dignitaries headed b y  the Deputy' 
Chairm an o f the G reater L ondon C ouncil, M r John
B. W ard, JP. T h e  follow ing senior officers were 
present: M aj G en  S ir John W illo ughb y, k b e , c b , 

B rig D . B. Rendell, c b e , m c , m b i m , C ol A . S . J. de S. 
C layton, o b e , C ol I. R . Burrow s, OBE, C ol H . J. A . 
M oore, o b e , C o l M . H . Sutm ers, d s o , o b e , t d , d l .

T h e  m ajority o f the boroughs ly ing w ithin the old 
county' o f  M iddlesex w ere represented. A  short 
service was held at the C ou n ty  M em orial situated in 
the entrance hall to the M idd lesex G u ild h all, con­
ducted b y  the R ev W . E . B. Jones, V icar, N orth  
W em bley, M iddlesex, and form er Chaplain to the 
1 st Bn T h e  M idd lesex R egt (D C O ). A  procession 
headed b y  W O 2  D . H arw ood, ‘ B ’ C o y  (M iddlesex) 
6/7th (V) Bn T h e  Q ueen ’s R egt, follow ed b y  M r S. 
K ersw ill, carrying the R egim ental Standard, escorted 
b y  three C helsea Pensioners (I/Ps) C ater, Fulton and 
W orton), form ed up outside the G u ild h all under the 
direction o f  M ajor R. W . J. Sm ith, m b e , and m oved to 
the R egim ental P lot in the F ield  o f R em em brance 
outside W estm inster A bb ey.

A t the plot the President o f the R egim ental A sso­
ciation, L t  C o l T .  W . C hattey, o b e , after saying ‘W e 
plant these crosses today in m em ory o f our fallen 
com rades o f  the M idd lesex R egim en t’ planted the 
first cross. H e then invited the D e p u ty  C hairm an o f 
the G reater L ondon C ouncil, M r  John B. W ard, j p , 

to plant a cross.
T h e  D e p u ty  C hairm an was follow ed b y  the Rev 

W . E. B. Jones, the H igh S h eriff o f  G reater London, 
C om m odore C harles P. C . N o ble, o b e , d s c , v r d , r n r , 

escorted by L t  C o l R. M . Cain.
M em bers of the Regim ent representing the follow ­

ing Battalions then in turn planted a cross:
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ist Bn, C ol H. J. A . M oore, o b e ; 2nd Bn, M aj G en  
S ir  John W illo u gh b y, k b e , c b ; 3rd Bn, M r  C . 
B aldw in; 4th Bn, M r C . D . A sh b y ; 5 6th M ilitia  Bns, 
B rig D . B. R endell, c b e ,  m c , m b i m ; 7th Bn, M r J. A. 
P erciva l; 1 8th Bn, M aj R. A . J. C heffins, m c ; 2 8th 
M r A . G a le ; 9th Bn, M r R. T .  M eers; 2 10th Bn, 
M r A . D . Scudam ore, o b e ; 16th Bn, M r  N . Peters; 
Band and D ru m s, M r  A . R. D rane.

C rosses w ere then planted b y the civil dignitaries 
in the follow ing order:

1 ■ T h e  D e p u ty  M ay o r and D epu ty  M ayoress o f  the 
L ondon B orough o f  Barnet, C oun cillo r V . S. 
H ockley b c o m ( l o n d ) ,  c a ,  f a c c a , and M rs H ockley 
escorted b y  M aj M . C . M ercer.

2. T h e  D e p u ty  M ay or and D epu ty  M ayoress o f  the 
the L ondon Borough o f Enfield, C ouncillor 
G raham  Eustance and A irs A ngela Eustance, 
escorted b y  M aj S . C . W . W eller, m b e , m m .

3 - T h e  D epu ty  M ayor and D epu ty  M ayoress of 
the L ondon B orough o f  H aringey, C ouncillor 
Frederick N eu n er and M rs N euner, escorted by 
L t  D . P. Austin.

4. T h e  D epu ty  M ayor and D e p u ty  M ayoress o f the 
L ondon Borough o f  H arrow , C ou n cillo r D . B. 
R ouse and M rs Rouse, escorted by M aj F. W ebb. 

5- T h e  D epu ty  M ayor and D e p u ty  M ayoress o f the 
L ondon Borough o f H illingdon, C oun cillo r L . J. 
L a lly  and M rs L a llv , escorted by 2 L t S . Blausten.

6. T h e  D e pu ty  M ay o r o f the London Borough o f 
R ichm ond upon T h am es, C ou n cillo r M rs N . J. F. 
M illar, escorted by M aj M . L . M uirhead, t d .

7. T h e  C hairm an, T h e  M idd lesex C o u n ty  Associa­
tion, M r  R. C . Politeyan, m a ( c a n t a b )  and M rs 
Politeyan, escorted by F ligh t L t  R. J. Y erb y.

T h e  C haplain  then read the C ollects o f  the
M idd lesex and Q u een ’s R egt and gave the Blessing.

A fter the cerem ony the civil dignitaries and m em ­
bers o f  the Regim ental Association attended a 
reception in the M idd lesex G uildhall.

wreaths the salute was taken by L t Col T .  VV. 
C hattev, o b e , and C ol A . V . Burge, m b e , b e m , C o m ­
mandant H om e Postal and C ourier Com m unications 
Depot, R E. T h e  M iddlesex R egt contingent o f O ld  
Com rades was com m anded by M r L . T . Plum b. T h e  
saluting dais was flanked by our Chelsea Pensioners, 
IPs Cater, Fulton and W orton.

A fter the parade those w ho had taken part or who 
had been spectators m ade their w ay to the T A V R  
C entre, Deansbrook Road, Edgware, where a most 
enjoyable gathering was held.

T h e  collection realised £35.44 and this has been 
forwarded to the Royal British Legion Earl H aig’s 
P oppy A ppeal.

ST P A U L’S CH U R C H , M IL L  H IL L

It has always been the custom to lay a wreath at 
our Regim ental M em orial in St Paul’s C hurch, M ill 
H ill, and this year the duty was carried out by M r R. 
A m bler accom panied by M aj R. W . J. Sm ith, m b e .

2 /io th  BA TTA LIO N  REM EM BRANCE 
SERVICE

T h e  2/ioth Bn held their annual remembrance 
day service at the Parish C hurch  o f S t Nicholas with 
S t Mary' M agdalene, Chisw ick, at 3pm on Sunday, 
N ovem ber 12. T h e  Rev Patrick T u ft, m a , Vicar of 
C hisw ick and H onorary Chaplain to the 2/ioth Bn 
O C A , conducted the service w hich was well attended 
b y  O ld  Com rades and their families together with 
'Friends o f C hisw ick ’ . M r A . D . Scudam ore, o b e , 
represented M aj B. K . Cattell, the Chairm an o f the 
2/ioth O C A , w ho was unable to be present ow ing to 
illness. L t  C ol T .  W . C hattey, o b e , President o f  the 
Regim ental Association, accom panied by C ol A . S. J. 
de S. C layton, o b e , and M rs C layton, attended the 
service. L t  C ol T .  W . C hattey read the lesson and 
laid a wreath on behalf o f the Regimental Association. 
A fter the service tea was served in the C hurch  Hall.

R E G IM E N T A L  R EM EM B R A N C E SU N D A Y  
SERVICE

Follow ing ou r usual custom  w e com bined with the 
H om e Postal and C ou rier C om m unications D epot, 
R oyal E ngineers, for the S unday Rem em brance D ay 
S ervice in the G arrison C hapel, Inglis Barracks, M ill 
H ill, and the cerem ony afterw ards at the Regim ental 
W a r M em orial on Sunday, N o vem b er 12. Both 
services w ere conducted b y  the R ev D avid Parker, 
M . T h e o l, C urate o f  S t P a u l’s C h u rch , M ill H ill, 
assisted b y  M iss M argaret Robertson. A  b ugler from  
the Scots G u ard s sounded ‘ Last P ost’ and ‘R eveille ’ .

W reaths w ere laid in the follow ing ord er: H om e 
Postal and C C  D epo t, R E , b y C ol A . V . Burge, m b e , 
b e m  ; R egim ental Association b y  L t  C ol T .  W . 
C h attey, o b e ; ist, 2nd, 3rd, 4th, 5th and 6th M ilitia 
Bns, M r W . H am lin; ‘B ’ C o y  (M iddlesex) 6 7th (V) 
Bn T h e  Q u een ’s R egt by M aj F. W e b b ; M ill H ill 
Branch O C A  by M r  D . R. B ennett; W O s and Sgts 
Branch O C A  b y  M r L . S h ru b b, m m ; 9th Bn 
Branch O C A  b y  M r W . E . L o ckyer, H ounslow  
B ranch O C A  by M r M . W ard.

A t  the m arch past w hich follow ed the laying o f

D O N A T IO N S — CH ARITABLE FU N D

T h e  Secretary gratefu lly acknowledges the follow ­
ing donations to the C haritable Fund from : M r J. R. 
Barron, C ol A . S. J. de S . C layton, o b e  (in m em ory 
o f the late Brig A . E. G reen and late M aj A . E. 
Peasley), M r D . C avill, L t  Col R. F. Fendick, L t  Col
G . L . Fox, t d , d l . ,  M r A . C . G ill, M r W . R. Lee, 
M aj L . F. S haw  and M r R. W . Sissons.

FREE N EW SLETTER

T h e  Editor wishes to thank the follow ing m embers 
for their generosity in paying extra subscriptions so 
that free copies o f  the Diehards Newsletter can be sent 
to deserving O ld  C om rades: M r D . R. Bennett, M r 
V . F. Brooks, M r A . W . J. Brown, M r A . T .  Brown, 
M r  D . C avill, M aj J. G . C hiverall, M r E. C . Cole- 
beck, M r G . S . H urlock, M r S. L . L loyd, M r H. J. 
M ellor, M r G . W . Pegram , M r  N . Peters, L t  C ol
E . P. Shanks, c b e ,  q c , M aj L . F . Shaw, M r R. H. 
T a y lo r  and M rs G . U w ins.
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A M ESSAGE F R O M  M AJ G EN  RO W LEY  M A N S, 
CBE— C O LO N E L O F T H E  Q U E E N ’S R E G IM E N T

I am asking for the help o f all O ld Com rades of the 
Founding Regim ents to increase the num bers o f re­
cruits for T h e  Q ueen ’s Regt. W e need good young 
men in the R egim ent and I believe our best R e­
cruiters are those like yourselves w ho can tell a young 
chap w hat soldiering is really like.

T h e  Infantry has changed a lot in recent years—  
m uch m ore specialisation; m any more vehicles to 
drive, and a great variety o f weapons, radios, etc, to 
handle but the essential requirem ents for an in­
fantrym an remain the sam e: someone w ith  a glint in 
his eye (if it is small at the m om ent T h e  Q ueen ’s 
R egt w ill make it b igger!) and who wants to get away 
from  the hum drum  o f m odern life and seek ad­
venture and com radeship.

W e have m any thousands o f O ld  Com rades in the

•iRegiments that created T h e  Q ueen ’s R egt; if  each 
one brought in a recruit w e could man the British 
A rm y!

W e are also looking for good youngsters from  the 
age o f 16 upw ards; for these w e can find a place in a 
Junior Soldiers unit w here they receive a first-class 
training until they go on to a Regular battalion for 
adult service. T h e  age o f entry for adult recruits is 
17^ to 30.

A ll the inform ation required can be obtained from : 

T h e  Regim ental Careers Officer,

R H Q  T h e  Q ueen ’s Regiment,

H ow e Barracks,

C anterbury, K en t 

or from  any A rm y Careers Office. I f  a w ou ld-be re­
cruit goes to one o f these offices he should say he 
wants to join  T h e  Q ueen ’s R egt and be a Queensm an.

So com e on all you O ld  Com rades— help me recruit 
for the Regiment.

T H E  Q U E E N ’S R E G IM E N T  

T h e  R e g u la r  B a tta lio n s
W e now  know  that the is t  Bn (L t  C ol John 

^ ^ H o lm a n ) is to m ove from  B A O R  to H ow e Barracks, 
C anterbury (the H om e o f  T h e  Regim ent) early in 
1980 and that the 2nd Bn (L t  C ol C risp in  Cham pion) 
at present in G ibraltar, w ill be going to Colchester 
next year; thus, by 1980, w e shall have all three 
regular battalions based in U K , two in the Regim ental 
Area.

T h e  3rd (in D over) w ill have a change o f com m and 
early next year when L t  C ol G avin  Bulloch, m b e  
(form erly M iddlesex) takes over from  L t  C ol Stuart 
A nderson, o b e , m c . T h is  battalion returned in 
A u gu st from  a spell o f  training at W ainw right, 
Canada, and it has a b usy program m e until it goes to 
N orthern  Ireland in M arch next year— including the 
provision of a Royal G uard  o f H onour w hen H R H  
T h e  Prince o f W ales visits C anterb ury in N ovem ber.

T h e  is t  Bn has been keeping the peace in Belfast 
since June and returned to W erl during O ctober.

T h e  TAVR B a tta lio n s
5 Q u een ’s w ere in C am p during S eptem ber and 

during its second w eek flew  out to B A O R  for

Exercise 'B old G u ard ’ . T h e  3rd Bn also participated 
in this Exercise. A  successful cam p was enjoyed by 
6/7 Q u een ’s at Stam ford P T A  in June.

C ad e ts
T h e  Annual W eekend for Officers o f our affiliated 

A C F  U n its was held at C anterbury, O ctob er 7-8 , and 
was attended b y  all the C o u n ty  and Sector C o m ­
m andants. T h e  C onference w as chaired b y  the 
C olonel o f the Regim ent. T h ese  get-togethers w ith 
our Q ueen ’s badged com rades are always happy 
affairs and included a D inner night on the Saturday. 
O ur splendid T A V R  Band provided the musical 
backing.

R e c ru itin g
So vital is this subject that a Sym posium  was held 

for all those connected w ith  recruiting for the R egi­
m ent, at C anterbury, on July 20. It was chaiied by 
the C olonel o f  the R egim ent; attended b y  the 
D ivisional Brigadier and his D A A G (R ), M aj Pat 
G w illiam , and a large num ber o f A rm y Careers 
Officers, Schools Liaison Officers and R ecruiting 
staff throughout our R egim ental area.

W. J. DARDRY
FLORIST

f o r

F lo w e rs , P la n ts  e tc .

Telephone 346 5680 

10 HOLDERS HILL PARADE 
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O p p o s ite  H e n d o n  C e m e te ry  &  C re m a to r iu m
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W O s A N D  SERG EA N TS BRA N CH
M an y o f you w ho read these notes say to yourselves 

‘ I m ust go along one second S aturday to see if  
old so-and-so is still around’ , but other attractions 

such as T V  and bingo etc, intervene, w ith  the result 
that you  never do m ake it. W ith  the N e w  Y ear 
com ing along make a resolution that you  w ill make 
the effort. O u r  C om m ittee can assure you that you, 
and w ife or girl friend w ill enjoy a pleasant evening in 
friendly com pany, so m uch so, that you ’ ll becom e 
regulars once y o u ’ve m ade this first visit.

T w o  ex-M ess m em bers who have been in touch 
recently are Bert D ew , e x - is t  and 7th Bns and A lf  
Ellis, that renown boxer o f  the 1st Bn. Both these 
m em bers are looking forw ard to seeing m any more 
o f  their old friends at ou r m eetings.

By the time you read these notes Rem em brance 
D a y w ill have passed once again and I’m  sure that 
m any o f  you  w ho attended w ill have m et up again 
w ith  friends and chew ed over the tim es, both good 
and bad, that you  had together.

D u rin g  the sum m er m onths Les and D o t Shrubb 
visited A m erica w here they were the guests o f  C harlie 
and M argaret Banks, both C harlie  and M argaret are 
in good health and w ish to be rem em bered to all their 
old friends over here. M argaret says that i f  she can 
ever get C harlie  on a plane again w e m ay see them  
again one day. From  the snaps that Les and D ot 
brought back it certainly looks a place w ell w orth a 
visit.

D aisy  and I w en t o ff for ou r annual v isit to our 
fam ily in C anada and caught the tail end o f the best 
sum m er that they had had for a num ber o f  years. 
E veryon e had a healthy tan and I felt sorry for those 
at hom e w ho had been experiencing nothing but rain.

Seasonal G reetin g from  yo u r C om m ittee for 
C hristm as and the N e w  Y ear w ith the hope that we 
w ill see m any m ore o f  you in 1979.

E .C .C .

grounds and drill halls, w hich nearly shattered the 
nerves o f  all those who w ere in the vicinity.

W e also visited the In-Pensioners’ dining room, a 
splendid long and lo fty place illuminated by green 
shaded electric lamps on the tables which w ere well 
set out w ith  flowers and cutlery. Large oil paintings, 
m any o f our departed Generals, were hanging on the 
w'alls. T h ese  m ust be w orth many hundreds o f 
pounds.

T h e  church was rather unique in the m ethod of 
seating the congregation. L ong rows of pews stretched 
the length o f the church except for the altar so that 
there w ere two sides o f the aisle the congregation 
facing each other. T h e  choir was in the m iddle o f 
church. T h e  organ was over the entrance and w ith a 
gallery on both sides. T h e  walls w ere panelled with 
wood to about 8 feet high and there were particularly 
fine coloured carvings at the altar. T h e  Royal Arm s 
w ere displayed over the entrance to the church and 
perm ission is given for such display whenever the^ 
K in g  or Queen have been a mem ber o f the con­
gregation at any time.

T h ere  are m any splendid exhibits to be seen in 
the buildings o f the Chelsea H ospital and one is the 
M edal Room , where every medal o f the campaigns 
in w hich the British A rm y was involved can be seen.

I f  one is intending to go to Chelsea, a visit to the 
N ational A rm y M useum  next door should be under­
taken.

I have given m ost o f  the news o f our branch in a 
letter recently to our m embers on the m ailing list, 
but one m ore item o f  news that should be o f interest 
to m any is that the A rm y Band Pageant, held bi- 
annually, w ill take place at the W em bley Stadium  on 
June 23 and 24, 1979.

N o w  w e thank all our m embers for their support 
and trust they are well and contented.

O u r best wishes for Christm as and a H appy N ew  
Y ear.

R .T .M .

9 th  B A TTA LIO N  M ID D L E SE X  R E G IM E N T
In a letter recently sent to m em bers o f  ou r branch 

w e announced that the date o f  ou r next annual re­
union and dinner w ill be Saturd ay M arch  31, 1979, 
at the Q uality Inn, V icto ria  Street, London S W i, 
quite close to Victoria Railw ay Station.

W e  used this restaurant in A pril 1978 and found it 
was v ery  satisfactory. M ore particulars o f this event 
w ill be sent to m em bers next February’.

T h e  last social event o f  ou r association was held 
on S un day, O ctob er 22, 1978, at the C helsea Royal 
H ospital, w here w e took part in a small w ay w ith the 
In-Pensioners C h u rch  Parade, w hich we enjoyed 
v ery  m uch.

Som e o f  us visited their club room. H ere com fort 
abounded everyw here, carpeted floors, upholstered 
chairs, polished tables and (the m ost outstanding 
feature) the splendid display o f  regim ental heraldic 
p laques that w ere fixed around the w alls o f  the two 
large room s. T h is  m ust be a rare collection. T h ere  
w ere som e w hich m ust have been carved b y hand, 
prob ab ly b y  a m em ber o f  the regim ent whose badge 
was depicted. A  large bar stacked w ith  plenty o f 
nourishm ent was in the larger room, surely this was 
a place where one could relax after the stern realities 
o f  w ar and from  those harsh sounds on the parade

2/7 th  BA TTA LIO N  OCA
O nce more, on O ctober 6, 1978, we held our annual 

dinner, the 32nd, at the V ictory C lub , S e y m o u r^ ^  
Street. W ith 61 present the attendance was one d o w n W  
on the previous year.

W e w ere delighted to welcom e Les Eaglestone and 
B ert Bagshaw, w ho w ere putting in their first ap­
pearances also G eorge Coster who had not been for 
m any years. It was also good to see Bill Jones once 
m ore, all the way from  Anglesey whilst our longest 
distance m em ber present was Frank Edm unds from 
M ünchen G ladbach.

O u r collection, this tim e for the Battalion funds, 
was an all tim e record at £134 50 o f w hich £61 was 
contributed b y m em bers who were unable to be 
present but tendered their apologies. A m ongst these 
was a v ery  welcom e message from  C ol Robbins 
expressing the hope, w hich w e all echo, that he w ill 
be able to join  us on O ctober 5, 1979, at the same 
venue w hen w e shall hope to get our attendance figure 
back into the seventies.

A s always w e w ere very glad to have M aj Frank 
W aldron as our guest and he m anaged to convey the 
im pression that he too was pleased even though he 
knew  he w ould be leaving em pty handed on this 
occasion! R .H .T .
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D EPO T T H E  Q U E E N ’S D IV ISIO N

T h e  Sum m er o f 1978 was the m ost eventful on 
record since the D epot opened in 1969. T h e  highlight 
was without doubt the A nglo-A m erican  week at the 
end o f  M ay. O n 27th and 28th the air festival at­
tracted w ell over 50,000 visitors, putting the D epot 
well and truly on the map. M ore than 5,000 people 
attended the G len  M iller style condert held earlier in 
the week. H anger N o 3 was the venue for the concert, 
the hanger in w hich G len  M iller perform ed shortly 
before disappearing in an air crash. A  m em orial, to 
com m em orate Am erican involvem ent at Bassing- 
bourn, in the shape o f  a flying fortress propeller 
m ounted on a plinth, is in a beautiful setting ju st 
inside the entrance to barracks.

Each year since 1971 the D epot has been host to the 
A rm y Exhibition for Schools and in July 14,000 
schoolchildren and teachers attended the three-day 

^ ^ e v e n t .  N ext year the exhibition w ill be held on 
^ ^ J u ly  4, 5, and 6 w ith— note for you r diary— an open 

day on Saturday, July 7. In addition to a vast num ber 
o f  static displays there w ill be an arena display lasting 
ju st over an hour.

R ecently when I visited a school in D unstable I 
m et the teacher son-in-law  o f EX-W O 2 Sid M ichel 
and as a result was able to renew contact. S id  and his 
w ife O live live at 196b D ukes Ride, C row thorn, Berks, 
and jo in tly  m anage a D o -It-Y o u rse lf C entre. S id  had 
the m isfortune six years ago to have his left leg am pu­
tated but this has not proved a handicap and both he 
and O live are very happy in their new w ay o f  life.

M y  wife and I recently spent a w eekend in 
Blackpool and on the w ay back stopped at Buxton in 
D erbyshire for lunch. S itting opposite m e was a man 
o f  m y vintage w ho looked as though he had seen 
m ilitary service. It transpired he was John (G inger) 
Stack who served in the 1st Bn from  1950-53. John 
was in ‘A ’ C o y  and a prom inent m em ber o f the 
Battalion B oxing team, fighting at 9 stone 7 pounds 
(he never lost a fight at this weight). John lives w ith 
his w ife at 89 T ennision  Road in C am bridge and 
works for the U niversity Press.

A  recent arrival at the D epot is C S M  Bob Bartle

•  w ho is a Platoon Com m ander in one o f  the Junior 
Sold ier Com panies. O n  arrival he was prom ptly 
m ade O I C  Basket Ball, C anoeing and Sw im m ing. 
Bob, the son o f  a true ‘D ieh ard ’ (Slim ), is a real chip 
o ff the old b lock— w hat greater praise can one give.

A t the tim e o f w riting it is know n that L t  C ol H ugh 
Lohan w ill be handing over com m and o f  the D epot 
to M aj K e rry  W oodrow , Royal A nglian Regt, 
shortly after Christm as. T h e  Colonel does not yet 
know his next posting. D u rin g C ol L o h an ’s reign 
over the past tw o-and-half-years the D epo t has 
undergone m any changes and his b right new ap­
proach to training has raised the standard o f recruit, 
reducee the wastage rate dram atically and generated 
a happy atm osphere throughout the Depot.

I have ju st heard from  C ol John Pollard, w ho is 
the A A G  here at H eadquarters T h e  Q u een ’s D iv, 
that M aj Buster C arlston w ill be residing in quarters 
at Bassingbourn from  D ecem ber 12 to January 12, 
when he w ill be assum ing the appointm ent o f  2 IC  
2 Q u een ’s. Each o f  the three regular Battalions o f the 
Q u een ’s R egt w ill then have a ‘D iehard ’ 2 IC .

A  regular visitor to the D epot is M aj Peter 
Cheesm an w ho is G 2  Exercise and Planning at

H eadquarters Eastern D istrict. Peter lives w ith his 
fam ily in quarters at Colchester.

A ll ‘ D iehards’ at the D epot join me in w ishing you 
all a very happy Christm as and a Prosperous N ew  
Y ear. C apt K en  Beale.

i /7 th  BA TTA LIO N  (1939-45) A N N U A L  D IN N E R
H ow  pleased I was to attend this dinner after a 

lapse o f  four years due to ill health. It was a tonic 
to see so m any o f m y old com rades w ith our B rig 
Rackham  in the chair.

O u r guests this year w ere a very distinguished 
group w ith G en  S ir  Ian Jacob and several o f our 
B rigadier’s N aval com rades from  the 19 14 -18  war

T h e  D inner was held in the O fficer’s M ess at 
H ornsey b y kind perm ission o f  the O fficer C o m ­
m anding ‘ B ’ C o y , 6/7th (V) Bn T h e  Q u een ’s Regt.

W e m ust again congratulate ou r hard working 
com m ittee for such a good meal.

It was with great regret that I heard Les H osslen 
w ould no longer be able to carry on as ou r Secretary. 
I w ould rem ind you that he took over this job  from 
me in 1968 when I w ent to Canada, and has continued 
in the true ‘D iehard ’ spirit.

A  collection was made at the dinner and I was able 
to purchase for him  som ething he has wanted for a 
long time, ie, law n m ow er! H e w ill now  be able to sit 
back and watch V al cut the g ra ss!

O n  b ehalf o f you all I w ould like to thank Les for 
all the hard w ork he has put in over the last nine 
years.

P e t e r  M c R a e
& C O M P A N Y  L IM IT E D

Life Assurance Consultants 

Insurance an d  M ortgage Brokers

14-16 West Street, East Grinstead, 
Sussex

Telephone: East Grinstead 25977

Did you know  that besides protecting 

your family, life assurance can assist in 

other fields, such as education, house 

purchase, pension, and estate du ty?  We 

specialise in the needs of service person­

nel and w ou ld  be pleased to advise.

W e make no charges

W e also have departm ents specialising  

in other form s o f general insurances 

w hich  are at your service
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I was sorry to  hear the sad news o f the death of 
B rig A . E. G reen . I w ell rem em ber when he joined 
the Battalion in February, 1940. H e cam e to us as a 
M ajor from  the 2nd Bn and was posted to ‘A ’ C o y  as 
C om p an y C om m ander, at that tim e I was C S M . H e 
soon adapted h im self to his new  Territorial C om pany 
and proved a first class officer and w e w ere very 
gratefu l for his leadership back to D unkirk. O ur 
sym pathy goes to  his fam ily. R ocky K night.

M ID D L E SE X  R E G IM E N T  G O L F IN G  SOCIETY 
A U T U M N  M E E T IN G

T h e  A utum n  G o lf  M eeting was held on T uesday, 
O ctob er 3, 1978, at the N orth  H ants G o lf  C lub . T h e  
detailed results each decided over 18 holes w ere as 
fo llo w s:
Stableford Singles Score
C p l R. F . A braham s (W inner H orton C up) 37
M r  S. R ogers (R unner L'p) 35
M r. T .  F. Jones 32
M r  M . C . Q uinn 32
M r M . R. T .  W alden 3x
M r A . G . T o rrie  30
M r  N . T a y lo r  29
C ap t M . S . G ed ye 28
M aj A . R . Bisset 27
L t  C ol J. R. B. W orton  26
M r C . D . H old ford  26
M r A . J. R eide 26
L t  C ol T .  W . C h attev  24
M r  L . H ill 23
C p l D . T il le y  21

Score
30

29

Stableford Foursomes 
C a p t M . S . G ed ye  and M rs G edye 

(W inners Jay C up)
M r  G . T a y lo r  and M r  A . G . T o rrie  

(R unners-up)
M r N . T a y lo r  and C ap t R. J. T arran t 26
M r  M . R. T .  W alden and M r A . J. R eide 25
M r S. T .  R ogers and M r  B . Pilgrim  24
L t  C ol T .  W . C hattey and C pl D . T il le y  23
M r L . H ill and C pl R. F. A braham s 22
M r M . C . Q uinn and M aj A . R. B isset 21
M rs N . H oldford and M r  M . WTest 20
L t  C o l C . N . C layden and M r  J. J. Rogers 19
M r  T .  F . Jones and C ol J. N . Shipster 19
M r H . C layden  and M r  S. R ogers 16
M r C . H oldford and M r  C . K . H oldford 11
M r E . Johnson and M r  J. T u rn e r  7
C ap t R. J. T arran t 21
L t  C ol C . N . C layden 20
C ol J. N . Shipster 19
M r  H . J. C h illery  17
M aj P. D . H . M arshall 17
M r C . K . H old ford  13
M r  J. T u rn e r  10
M r H . W . K e n t (D ivot) 9
M rs. N . H oldford 9
M r  J. J. Rogers N R
M r  M . W est N R
M r E. Johnson N R
M r  B. P ilgrim  N R
M r S. T .  R ogers N R

B efore asking M rs Jean C layden  to present the 
prizes L t  C ol T o m  C h attey  thanked all those present 
for suppo rtin g  the m eeting and said that he was

encouraged by the very good attendance. T h e  m eeting 
had been most successful and enjoyable and the 
presence o f M rs G ed ye and M rs H oldford added 
glam our and charm  to the m eeting and he sincerely 
hoped they w ould com e again and that their presence 
w ould encourage other ladies to make the plunge and 
show us their skills. M aj C rum ley had to drop out 
at the last m om ent due to the exigences o f the service 
(arrival o f 14 high ranking Chinese officers) and his 
w ife M argaret very kindly motored to Fleet to tell us 
w hich was m uch appreciated. Regrets w ere also 
received from  H arold C ouch, G odfrey Lerw ill, 
Peter Ingham , Ian Burrows and D o ug M atthew s. 
T h e  date for the Spring M eeting is T uesday, 
A p ril 24, 1979.

STA H N SD O R F CEMETERY
T h e  follow ing very interesting letter written b y ^ ^  

L t  C ol R. D . Fisher, m b e  ( m x ) ,  Q ueen’s Regt ( n o w ^ B  
serving as G S O i) ,  British C om m anders’-in -C h ie f 
M ission to the Soviet Forces in G erm any, to Col 
John Shipster, Regimental Secretary, T h e  Q ueen ’s 
Regt, may be o f interest to our 19 14-18  veterans:

T h ere  is a little known cem etery near Stahnsdorf, 
not far from  Potsdam  in East G erm any w hich con­
tains the graves o f 1,172 British and Com m onw ealth 
Servicem an who died in captivity during the first 
W orld W ar or during the U p p er Silesian Plebiscite 
1921-22. T h e  official title o f Stahnsdorf cem etery is 
‘Berlin South-W estern C em etery’ .

A s w e are the only British Service unit w hich is 
perm itted to travel in the D D R , for som e years the 
practice was for the C h ie f of M ission w ith  one o f his 
staff, to visit the cem etery at some tim e near R em em ­
brance Sunday each year. S ince the establishm ent of 
full diplom atic relations between the U K  and the 
D D R , naturally the British Em bassy in East Berlin 
have been represented on these visits. F or the last 
three years the practise has been for a fairly large 
m ilitary party, escorted b y  us in our cars, to attend a 
short service in the cem etery on the afternoon of 
R em em brance Sunday, together with the A m bas­
sadors o f their representatives from  the British and ^  
C om m onw ealth Em bassies in East Berlin.

Last Sunday was no exception and the Brixm is 
party consisted o f the C hief, D epu ty C hief, m yself as 
G S O i ,  the A djutant and two G 2S. W e escorted the 
C O s o f the three battalions at present in Berlin (1st 
Bn W elsh  G uards, 2nd Bn Royal Anglian and 2nd 
Bn Parachute Regt), and the D A C G  who conducted 
a short service. T h e  Am bassadors from  G reat 
Britain, A ustralia, India, G hana and Bangladesh 
w ere all present. T h e  service w ent very w ell (the 
w eather was very cold but fortunately dry) and some 
nine wreaths w ere laid on the central m em orial. A  
m ost interesting facet o f the whole afternoon was the 
very large num bers o f East G erm ans who turned up 
and stood in a very orderly, quiet manner behind us 
and w atched the sim ple cerem ony. T h ere  m ust have 
been about 300 o f  them ; I certainly do not know for 
how m any years m ore they w ill be allowed to do this.

H ow ever, o f particular interest to us is in the fact 
that I discovered four M iddlesex R egt graves in the 
cem etery :

1. 200973 S gt T .  K erry, m m , died January 8, 1919.

2. 44071 Pte C . Prendergast, died A ugust 22, 1918.
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3. 291247 Pte A . L . C arey, died M ay 13, 1918.

4. L/9471 Pte W . Jackson, died M arch 19, 1918.

I enclose photographs o f two o f them ; they are 
black and w hite proof prints taken from  a colour 
negative, but m ay be o f interest. T h e  cem etery is in 
good order although, o f course, the headstones are 
show ing signs o f wear after 60 years.
Editor's comment— M y  thanks to L t  C ol Ronnie 
F isher for the trouble he has taken. Items such as this 
are o f great interest to the Regim ent. I f  anyone has a 
particular interest in the two photograpjs (Sgt K erry, 
m m , and Pte W . Jackson) I shall be very pleased to 
pass them  on.

S H O R N C L IF F E  M ILITA R Y  CEM ETERY
I was recently attending a C onference at Shorn- 

cliffe and having tim e to spare visited the M ilitary

•  C em etery on the hill.
T h e  C em etery is cared for by the G raves C o m ­

mission and is a credit to all concerned.
I found the follow ing graves o f m en w ho served 

in the Regim ent:
C apt and A d jt A . G . Sym ons, m c , died 23.10.18
L t E. H . M acintosh, died 7.2.25
Pte J. Baker, died 20.9.17
Pte A . H . Slatter, died 2.10 .17
Pte G . H . B loodw orth, died 25.5.17
Pte R. Bedford, died 27.7 .17.

T h e  headstones w ere all in good condition and 
legible with regim ental badge.

A N N U A L  C H U R C H  PARA D E 
RO YA L H O S P IT A L  CHELSEA

O n Sunday, O ctober 22, 1978, a contingent of 
m em bers o f the R egim ental Association, paraded 
w ith  the In-Pensioners o f T h e  Royal H ospital, 
C helsea. T h e  ‘D ie-H ard s’ falling in, in two ranks on 
the left o f  the In-Pensioners w ho w ere wearing their 
long scarlet coats, the uniform  o f  our predecessors 
during the wars fought b y  that illustrious C om ­
m ander John C hurchill, D uke o f M arlborough.

O n parade were L t  C o l T .  W . C hattey, o b e ,  L t

•  E. C . G raham , C ap t W . B. H am m ond, e r d , t d , M aj 
R. W . J. Sm ith, m b e , M aj A . E. F. W aldron, m b e , 
M essrs R. A m bler, C . A sh b y, C . Baldw in, A . Brown,
G . C adogan-O gg, E. C um m ings, R. D rane, A . G ale, 
T .  Lack, m m , P. M aloney, A . M artin, R. M eers, 
W . W righ t and A . N onym ous, m m .

T h e  com m and ‘O n Parade’ b y  R S M  L . Lam b, 
b e m , an old soldier o f the Lancashire Fusiliers, the 
old 20th of Foot, saw the two detachm ents fall in, our 
‘D ie-H ard s’ in the tw o ranks o f w hom  I had the 
honour, w ith  great pride, to com m and. It is w orth 
rem arking here that I am often asked by m em bers o f 
various U n its w hy w e never have supernum erary 
ranks. M y  answer is always the same. W e ‘D ie- 
H ards’ fight shoulder to shoulder and we remain 
shoulder to shoulder. A t  all times.

T h e  D u ty  D rum m er beat the com m ands on his 
side drum  and to hear the Officers call beat on the 
drum  to call the parade com m ander on parade took 
back our m em ories to half-a-century ago w hen it was 
com m on practice. T h e  parade C om m ander, the 
Captain o f Invalids was M aj A . V . N . Bridge o f the 
D orset Regt, the old 39th o f Foot, w ho w ere the 
East M iddlesex R egt until 1807.

T h e  Lieutenant G overnor, M aj G en  J. H. B. 
Acland, c b e , o f  H M  Scots G uards inspected the 
parade, speaking to each O ld  C om rade, asking quite a 
num ber o f questions, show ing great interest in each 
individual. A fter the inspection the parade m arched 
to the beautiful chapel, paying com plim ents to the 
General as we m arched past.

O u r fam ilies also attended the church service, one 
o f the highlights being the delightful choral solo by 
the choir w hilst the congreation remained seated 
in their pew s and listen enthralled.

A  senior Officer w ho was once the Lieutenant- 
G overn or o f T h e  Royal H ospital and who makes a 
point o f being at the service w hen w e are there is 
M aj G en  S ir N igel T a p p , k b e , c b ,  d s o , d l ,  whose 
forebear was M aj G en  James A llan , c b , for 18 years 
Lieutenant C olonel o f the 57th R egt, the longest term 
in com m and o f the 57th. T w o  o f  his sons also served 
in the Regim ent. A lthough not on the strength o f our 
two predecessor units, he had seen action in the same 
battles in 1799 at Seringapatam  w ith the 77th and in 
1811 at A lbuhera w ith  the 57th. H e was then with 
the Scots Brigade, disbanded in 1818.

A nother A llen , this tim e spelt w ith  an ‘e ’ con­
nected w ith  the Royal H ospital and our parade was 
A llen  Sm ith o f the 57th R egt whose great-great- 
grandson is serving w ith  1 Q u een ’s after originally 
being a ‘ D ie-H ard ’ before the form ation o f the b ig 
regim ents. H e also was in the Peninsula

H e is m y son C sgt M ervyn  Sm ith. A llen  Sm ith 
died in the Royal H ospital w here he was an In- 
Pensioner.

In the colonnade can be seen a tablet to the 
m em ory o f M aj Edw ard Brutton, 57th R egt, who 
was a Captain of Invalids at the tim e o f his death 
there in 19 11, after holding the appointm ent for 23 
years. H e had served in the C hina W ar o f  i860, and 
the M aori W ar in N ew  Zealand, 1863-65. M rs 
Brutton was related to Brig G en  F. D . L u m ley, c b , 
c b e , who w ill be w ell rem em bered b y  ou r older 
generation o f soldiers. ‘ D a d d y ’ L u m ley  did so m uch 
good for his serving soldiers, also for their welfare 
and em ploym ent on their discharge.

Y es, we have cause to be proud when we parade at 
Chelsea. R .W .J .S .

R E G IM E N T A L  SO N G S

A  letter has been received from  M rs D . H ill, wife 
o f M aj P. G . E. H ill, East S urrey R egt, asking for 
assistance in the preparation o f a collection o f soldiers’ 
songs. M rs H ill is proposing to publish these songs 
in book form  in due course and w ou ld  like to include 
any songs sung by the M idd lesex R egt w hilst on the 
m arch or in the canceen, including w ords sung to the 
Regim ental M arches.

Som e o f you  O ld  C odgers m ay rem em ber the 
follow ing ditty:

Sixteen annas one rupee,
D am n and blast the bobaji,
Sergeant m ajor, hollow  ground razor,
Queen V ictoria bloody fine man.
Seven long years you  . . . m y daughter,
N ow  you go to B lighty, Sahib,
M ay  the boat that takes you  over, etc, etc, etc.

A ll songs should be sent to M rs D . H ill, Selw ood, 
M ill Road, H eathfield, Sussex T N 2 1  o X D .
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B EL G IA N  N A T IO N A L  DAY 
A N N U A L  PARA D E, 1978

T h e  A n n ual Parade o f the A m icale des Ancions 
C om m battant Beiges en G rande-B retagne, this year 
was held on Sunday, July 16. S upporting our Belgian 
C om rades w ere a num ber o f ou r Regim ental A s ­
sociation w ho had m ade the effort to rise and shine 
early this sabbath and be present. T o  mark our 
regim ental position on H orse G uards Parade, 
W hitehall, our R egim ental Standard was prom inently 
flying for all to see before the influx o f the score or so 
that w ere eventually on parade.

Im m ediately after the G uards C hanging cerem ony 
b y  the H ousehold C avalry, the Parade M arshal, G . 
G lo rieu x, E sq, form ed up the num erous contingents 
in the respective positions. T h e  m em bers o f the 
R egim ent on parade w ere M aj D ick  Sm ith, O C  D e ­
tachm ent, M essrs Bob A m bler (1st Bn) Charlie 
A sh b y  (4th Bn), D avid  Bennett (1st Bn), T o m  
B rider (2nd Bn), Ron D ean (8th Bn), Bob D rane 
(2nd Bn), A lec Ellis (7th Bn), A lb ert G ale  (8th Bn), 
C harlie  G errard  (8th Bn & R A ), Bob H urley (5th T A  
Bn), Stan K ersw ill (9th Bn), T o m m y  Lack, m m  (M X  
H om e G d ), Bill Landreth  (1st Bn), P incher M artin  
(9th Bn), A rth u r M atthew s (4th Bn), R eggie M eets 
(9th Bn), S yd  M u llett (2nd Bn), Joe Price (12th Bn), 
John Poyner, M ike Thom ason, H enry W atson (K ens) 
and Bill W righ t (4th Bn).

A s  is now  usual, a large crow d o f  sightseers and 
foreign  visitors w ho cam e to w itness the G uard 
C h an gin g cerem ony rem ained to w atch the parade. 
T o  the rousing tim e o f a robust quickstep the parade 
le ft the square and m arched along W hitehall to the 
Cenotaph. O ur Standard Ensign was Stan K ersw ill 
w ho m arched in front o f ou r contingent, follow ed by 
M aj Sm ith , and ex -S gt Landreth  in his uniform  o f a 
Sergeant o f the C orps o f Com m issionaires, w ho was 
the w reath bearer. T h is  w reath from  the R egim ent 
to  the m em ory o f  ou r Belgian C om rades-in-Arm s 
w ho had m ade the suprem e sacrifice was layed at the 
foot o f  the Cenotaph b y  M aj Sm ith.

O n  the return m arch, it was a cause fo r  great pride 
w hen the spectators lining W hitehall broke into 
spontaneous applause as ou r contingent m arched by. 
From  the crow d w e heard d istinctly ‘G o o d  old D ie- 
H ards’ . I feel w e all grew  two inches taller.

D u rin g  the inspection o f the parade prior to the 
dism issal, H is E xcellen cy T h e  Belgian Am bassador, 
M onsieru  R obert V aes and C o l K . D ew u lf, the 
A ttach e M ilitaire, m ade a point o f  speaking to A lb ert 
G ale, the oldest m an on parade. A lb ert had m arched 
all the w a y  like a you th  w ho had ju st passed his 16th 
birthday instead o f a man w ho had said goodbye to 
his 90th.

R E G IM E N T A L  M U S E U M
C urator, M aj R. W . J. Sm ith, m b e , B ruce Castle, 

T otten h am , L o n d on  N 1 7 .
T h e  follow ing are recent acquisitions for the 

M u s e u m :

E a r th e n w a r e  L o v in g  C up
T h is  utensil is a nice item  o f pottery, 7 ¿in high 

and 7in  in  diam eter. It has three handles in the form 
o f  running greyhounds at full stretch and tw o rows 
o f  figures in bas-relief. T h e  bottom  figures consist o f

a stag being chased by a pack of hounds and a hunts­
m an wearing a D erby hat. T h ese  figures o f the chase 
go com pletely round the circum ference o f the cup 
w ith  the stag m aking for cover depicted by a tree with 
a bush at the base.

T h e  top figures are between the handles. In the 
first section is a countrym an sitting on a barrel b y a 
w indm ill. H e is sm oking a churchwarden pipe with 
an expression o f  great contentm ent on his face. T h e  
next section has a villager sitting by a tree by the 
village pound. H e also is sitting on a barrel holding a 
large ju g  o f ale w ith a foam ing head in his right hand 
and a dudeen (clay pipe) in his left hand. T h e  third 
section has engraved w ithin a floral fram e in bas- 
relief the legend ‘W on by Private E. J. Barron, 37th 
M iddlesex R V , A ugust 1869’ . T h e  artifact is Vauxhall 
ware, a small pottery in that neighbourhood that did 
not last very long, w hich makes the cup more 
interesting.

T h e  37th M iddlesex Rifle Volunteers w ere raised^ 
in 1860 and on the consolidation o f the Volunteers in 
1880 becam e the 19th M iddlesex Rifle Volunteers 
w ith  their H eadquarters at the Foundling H ospital 
and later affiliated the Rifle Brigade Volunteers at the 
same tim e as the 5(W .M X ) R V  and the 9 M X  R V  
w ere affiliated to K R R C  Volunteers. O n A pril 1, 
1908, when the Volunteers becam e the T erritorial 
Force, all the U nits above becam e the 9th Bn, T h e  
D uke o f C am b ridge’s O w n (M iddlesex Regt) T F .

Edward Jackson Barron was born in 1826 and died 
N ovem ber 1918. H e was a Freeman (born) o f the 
C ity  o f London and a Fellow  o f the Society o f A n ti­
quaries and was a Freem ason who held high rank in 
M asonic affairs. A lso a m em ber o f the L ivery 
C om pany o f the Arm ourers and Braziers he held 
successive office therein till he took his turn as M aster 
o f the C om pany. H e becam e a solicitor w ith  an 
excellent ‘fam ily’ business with an office in G rays 
Inn.

T h is  interesting addition to our m useum  w ill be 
on display in the 9th Bn showcase. Presented by his 
granddaughter, M iss C hristine Henman.

F r a m e d  P h o to g ra p h s  o f  T a b le a u  A lb u h e ra 1 
D a y  1915

T h is  photograph shows m em bers o f the 1 /9th and 
i/ io th  Bns at Jalapahar, India, M ay 16, 1915. T h e  
group o f 12 are wearing m ock-up uniform s as worn 
b y the 57th R egt in 18 11, five o f the front rank in the 
kneeling position and six in the rear rank in  the 
standing position as was the drill when square was 
form ed at this date. T h e  tw elfth  m em ber is a drum ­
m er on the le ft flank.

T h e  clothing, shako and m uskets are good im ita­
tions, the result o f  keenness and knowledge o f w ho­
ever gave the ‘darzi’ and ‘m istri’ their instructions 
to make the uniform s and muskets.

It is also an excellent dem onstration o f  the great 
pride and esprit de corps o f these two T erritorial 
Battalions w hilst garrisoning this great sub-continent 
during the first year o f the G reat W ar.

T h e  donor o f the photographs is in the front rank 
o f  the tableu, but unfortunately, to date, the other 
m em bers are not named. A s  w ith  the loving cup, this 
exhibit w ill be on display in the 9th Bn showcase.

Presented by C apt P. F. M urray
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VISIT TO  M O N S  1978

T hanks to anonym ous benefactors the M iddlesex 
Regimental Association coach left on A u gu st 20 for 
M ons. Veterans representing the M iddlesex Regt, 
Royal Fusiliers, C avalry, K in g ’s Royal Rifle Corps, 
M achine G u n  C orps, Royal T an k  R egt and Chelsea 
H ospital travelled w ith  the party. O n arrival at 
D over they were officially welcom ed by the captain 
o f the Ferry. D u rin g the trip they w ere accom ­
modated at S H A P E .

T h e  trip included a visit to the C ountess D e 
H endecourt at the Chateau D e L a  H aye, where 
G enerals H aig, French and Sm ith D ow ien planned 
the retreat from  M ons in 1914. O n A ugust 22 a 
wreath was laid on the Casteau m em orial, where the 
first shot o f  the war was fired and where 100 yards 
away coincidentally, the last shot o f the war was fired, 
by the Canadians.

O n A u gu st 23, the party m arched, medals ablaze 
^ B o n g  the A venue 4th M iddlesex to ‘A ’ C o y  Farm , 

scene o f bitter fighting. C ol B. H. M arciandi, o b e , a 
‘D iehard’ serving on the staff o f  S H A P E  laid a wreath 
on the Belgian National W ar M em orial. Shiner 
W right spoke the words o f Bunyan when the wreath 
was laid at the B elfry T o w e r M em orial and local 
dignitaries gave a speech forging new bonds of 
friendship in this the 60th anniversary year o f war 
ending at a cham pagne reception at the H otel D e 
Ville.

Joined b y  a group o f Belgian and French Veterans 
Associations the M iddlesex Regim ent honoured their 
dead at a short service in S t S ym phorien C em etery 
and laid a wreath on the grave o f M aj A bell. H e was 
the first British officer killed in 1914.

L ater in the day joined by a large and im pressive 
gathering o f Belgians and French the original 4th Bn 
flag was paraded at a cerem ony at O b o u g  Station, 
where the Battalion held out against trem endous 
odds. T h e  M ayor o f O b o u g  and M aj R. W . J. Sm ith, 
m b e , spoke, through an interpreter, about the need 
and strength o f the friendship that links Belgium  and 
Britain.

T h e  Belgian N avy , S H A P E  H eadquarters held

•eceptions for the veterans. V isits  w ere m ade to the 
bstored tow n o f Y pres, the m useum  at H ill 60, 
Sanctuary W ood and the church at A lbert. T h e  bom b 

crater at L a  Boiselle, C am brai, T h eip v al, B ray Vale, 
L ille  G ate and the M enin G ate provided m any 
emotional m em ories for the O ld  and Bold and in his 
final speech M aj Sm ith left no one in any doubt, that 
indeed there are m any corners o f foreign fields that 
will be forever England.

N o r m a  N o r m a n .

T H E  LA ST IN G  H O N O U R
T h is  book is about the Fall o f H ong K o n g  1941 

and describes the C olony before, during and after 
the cam paign. It is written by M aj O liver Lindsay 
o f  the G renad ier G uards. It can be purchased from 
the Services Bookshop, 196 Shaftesbury A venue, 
L ondon W C 2 , at a cost o f  £ 5 -95, plus postage.

M aj G en  C . M . M . M an, c b , o b e , m c , has reviewed 
the book and this is published below :

A lthough m y recollections o f  m y life as a prisoner 
o f w ar are still as clear and v ivid  today as if  the 
events had taken place on ly a few  weeks ago, m y 
mem ories o f  the ‘Battle o f  H ong K o n g ’ have never 
am ounted to m uch m ore than a confused ju m b le  of 
happenings, and, even then, only happenings that 
affected me and m y im m ediate associates.

O liver Lindsay has done a great and long overdue 
service to the brave m en and wom en o f  all national­
ities w ho gave everything they had in the defence o f 
the C olony. By his painstaking research through 
official records, his personal approaches to survivors 
and his detailed know ledge o f the ground, he has 
bult up a balanced and fascinating chronicle o f  the 
events leading up to, during and im m ediately after 
the surrender o f  the garrison— som ething that for 
me no official history has hitherto been able to 
achieve.

A fter reading his book, for the first tim e I have 
been made aware o f the course o f the battle, the 
reasons for som e o f the decisions taken w hich w ere 
often quite incom prehensible to m e at the time, but 
above all the m any acts o f  heroism  o f  individuals 
and sub-units.

O liver L indsay leaves the reader in no doubt that 
the w ar in H ong K o n g  was the epitom e o f lost op ­
portunities, lack o f com m unications and o f ad hoc 
counter measures undertaken w ithout adequate 
support or reconnaissance, conceived in haste and 
doom ed to failure. H e brings out v ivid ly  the inevitable 
results o f shortages or total absence o f  essential 
equipm ent; the w oeful lack o f offensive training 
(I do not recall ever being rehearsed in set piece 
counter attacks); and the disastrous effects o f  the 
sudden reorganisation and re-allocation o f roles for 
the defence. T h is  shuffling o f  units and sectors 
sacrificed at a stroke all the local know ledge o f ground 
and cover w hich had been acquired painstakingly 
over the m onths and years. N one the less, L in dsay 
brings out w herever possible the reasons for the 
changes and deficiencies, leaving the reader w ith  a 
marked feeling o f sym pathy for those in com m and, 
not recrim ination. From  his account, all concerned 
em erge as victim s o f circum stances, not incom ­
petents.

Parsons
and

Printing

Over a C en tu ry-o ld  Partnersh ip  . . .
L ik e  th e  Serv ices, w e h ave  a  tra d itio n  to  u p h o ld , a t  th e  sam e  tim e  ta k in g  ad­
v an tag e  o f  scien tific  p ro g ress  in th is  ag e  o f  m e c h a n isa tio n , ye t m a in ta in in g , 
th ro u g h  a  special d e p a r tm e n t,  a p e rso n a l a n d  h e lp fu l lin k  w ith  o u r  cu sto m ers , 
w h o m  we a re  ever w illing to  a d v ise  a n d  assis t in  th e  p ro d u c tio n  o f  th e ir  jo u rn a ls  

Newspaper H ouse, 8-16  G reat N ew  Street, L on­
don E C 4P  4E R . Telephone 01 -3 5 3 1 0 3 0 . W orks 

W e s t m i n s t e r  p r e s s  l t d  at H astings.
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As one follow s the progress o f the fighting, against 
the peacetim e background that O liver Lindsay 
depicts, one is left w ith the clear im pression that, 
just as the French had relied w ith  disastrous results 
on the M aginot Line, so the defenders o f  H ong K o n g  
had been lulled into a defensive fram e o f m ind w hich 
v irtually  deprived them  o f the ability  to break out and 
turn to offence. T h a t individual sub-units, exhausted 
and debilitated, w ithout adequate support and often 
unsure o f  their objectives, carried out counter attacks 
at all, illustrates v ivid ly  the alm ost inexhaustible 
courage and tenacity that O liver L in dsay refers to 
continually in his book. Characteristics that con­
tinued to be in evidence during the four long years of 
starvation, torture and privations as prisoners o f  war.

T h is  is a book that should be w idely read by all 
students o f the history o f W o rld  W ar II, not only 
b y  the experts but b y us all, as it has a clear message 
for us today. F o r ‘D iehards’ is has a special relevance 
and m eaning, since the Battle H onour ‘H ong K o n g ’ 
w as w on by the is t  Bn T h e  M iddlesex Regim ent 
(D C O ) and is borne on the Colours o f our succes­
sors, T h e  Q u een ’s Regt.

M aj O liver Lindsay is due our thanks for his m ov­
ing and splendidly w ritten account o f an alm ost 
forgotten cam paign o f w hich ‘ D iehards’ should all 
be proud.

S T  D A V ID ’S H O M E , E A L IN G

S t D a v id ’s H om e was founded in 1918 to provide 
a hom e w here disabled ex-servicem en could find 
peace and com fort for the rest o f  their lives. It is 
ideally situated on C astlebar H ill, standing back from 
the road in its lovely gardens.

T h e  H om e is under the charge o f  the Sisters of 
C h arity  o f  S t V in cen t de Paul. M en o f all dem onina- 
tions are w elcom ed, and Chaplains visit regularly. 
S t D a v id ’s is an Independent C h arity  and not part 
o f the N ational H ealth Service. It is registered as a 
W ar Charity' and also as a N u rsin g H om e. F ifty-eight 
m en are accom m odated in prem ises all on the ground 
floor. E ve n ' effort is m ade to give the m en every care 
and com fort. T h ere  are four wards, w hich vary in 
size, all fitted w ith  coloured television w ith  earphones 
for silent listening, and there are six private rooms. 
A  large recreation room  w'here the m en can relax, 
enjoy concerts, p lay gam es or w atch television, is 
m uch appreciated and is seldom  em pty.

T h e  P hysiotherapy U n it is equipped w ith  every 
m odem  equipm ent through the generosity o f  our 
good friends the A rm y  Benevolent Fund, and m any 
o f the m en profit from  the sessions given there twice 
w eekly. T h ere  is also a room  for O ccupational 
T herapy.

T h e  L ib ra ry  is w'ell stocked w ith  loan books from  
the S t John and Red C ross H ospital L ibrary, w hich 
the Librarian  distributes w eekly from  her trolley.

O utings are provided throu ghout the year b y  the 
various ‘L est W e F o ig e t’ O rganisations and the ‘N o t 
F orgo tten ’ Association, w hile the m en enjoy m any 
drives and outings in our ow n am bulance presented 
b y  the A rm y  Benevolent Fund.

F u rth er inform ation and application form s can be 
obtained from :

T h e  Secretary, S t D a v id ’s H om e for D isabled 
E x-Servicem en , C astleb ar H ill, Ealing W 5 iT E .  
T elep h o n e: 01-997 5121.

T H E  F IR S T  T E N  Y E A R S  
b y  G r e g o r y  B la x la n d

R ecently published as a Supplem ent to his ‘A  
G u id e to the Q ueen ’s Regim ent’ G regory Blaxland 
has now chronicled Regim ental activities during the 
first decade o f the Q ueen ’s Regim ents existence. 
C opies can be obtained from  R H Q  T h e  Q ueen ’s 
Regt, H ow e Barracks, C anterbury, K ent. Price 6op 
per copy ‘A  G u id e to the Q ueen’s Regim ent’ and 3op 
per copy ‘T h e  First T e n  Y ears ’ .

P E R S O N A L  J O T T IN G S

T h e  Late M rs L . M . Anson who died on N ovem ber 
24, 1977, left her residuary estate to the Officers 
W idow s Branch o f S S A F A .

M r C harlie Brust, Ealing Branch, w ho served with 
the 7th  Bn (19 14 -18 ), now' aged 85, sends his reg a rd j^  
to all ‘D iehards’ .

L t  G en G . C . Bucknall sends good wishes to all 
m em bers o f the Regim ental Association.

Ex W O 2 Alfie Burford recently left the A rm y and 
has taken up em ploym ent at C anterbury as a housing 
manager.

Congratulations were sent to C apt T . F. G . 
Carless, m c , on celebrating his G olden W ed ding on 
A ugust 29, 1978.

C ongratulations w ere sent to M aj C . F. Carvell, 
w ho served w ith  the 3rd and 4th Bns, on the occasion 
o f his 90th birthday on A u gu st 12, 1978. H e tells me 
that he still feels very sad at the dem ise o f the 
Regiment.

I was very pleased to m eet N ellie Clark (M rs Sims) 
daughter o f the late M aj N o b b y Clark again. S he was 
unable to attend the Rem em brance Service last year. 
She now  lives w ith  her fam ily in Birm ingham .

I was very pleased to see M rs Ivy  C larke at 
Edgw are after the Rem em brance Service and I do 
apologise for failing to have a word w ith  her.

M aj A . B. Cow'ing relinquished the appointm ent 
o f 2 IC  3 Q ueen ’s on M ay 30, 1978. H e is now  serving 
w ith  the Royal U lster Regt.

A nother ‘D ieh ard ’ who turned up at the R em em ­
brance Service w’as ex-Pte John C ross, w ho was a P U  
driver w ith the is t  Bn in Austria. H e now works as a 
printer and lives at South Ruislip.

Congratulations to M aj S. M . Dow'se on promotion 
to M ajor on June 30, 1978.

A  recent correspondent was L t  C ol R ex Fendick, 
C D , w ho has ju st retired from  the Canadian Arm y. 
H e w ill be rem em bered as a Canloan officer who 
served w'ith the 2nd Bn during 1944-45. H e sends 
his regards to all old com rades o f the 2nd Bn.
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Congratulations to M r A . C . G ill (6204647) on the 
award of the British Em pire M edal in the Q ueen ’s 
Birthday H onours List. M r G ill is a senior supervisor 
w ith the L ondon A irport authority at Heathrow' 
where he has worked for the past 32 years. H e is also 
a m em ber o f the Institute o f Supervisory M anage­
m ent. H e joined the T A  in  1937 at 16 years o f age, 
served w ith  the 1 /8th Bn and was called up for service 
in A ugust 1939- H e was taken P O W  w hilst serving 
w ith the B E F  in 1940 and repatriated in A ugust 1945. 
H e was prom oted Sergeant O ctober 1939 and ap­
pointed A / C S M  A u gu st 1945.

M rs R uth G reen  w'idow o f B rig A . E. G reen  has 
asked me to publish in the Newsletter that she is now 
residing with her daughter in South A frica and her 
address is c/o M rs D . J. Patoir, 13a K in loch A venue, 
W estville 3630, Natal, S outh Africa.

E x-S gt Frank G rib b le  was going to becom e an In- 
Pensioner at C helsea b ut only stopped a few' days. 
H e has been very ill recently and I hope to find out 
how' he is progressing soon.

M r H. C . G riffiths (6197330), E x-S gt 2nd Bn, 
sends his regards to all ‘ D iehards’ .

M aj P. J. G yb b o n  M onypenny has been appointed 
2 IC  3 Q ueen ’s w ef M a y  31, 1978.

A  new ly joined m em ber of the Regim ental A s ­
sociation is ex-Pte M . A . G . H ew itt (23040569), who 
served w ith  the is t  B n in C yprus 1955-56.

M r W . F . H orn (16289) has been admitted as an 
In-Pensioner to the Royal H ospital, Chelsea. H e is 
80 years o f age and served w ith  the R egim ent from 
O ctober 19, 1915, to Septem ber 27, 1917. H e is in 
possession o f the 19 14 -18  British W ar M edal and the 
V icto ry  M edal.

M r L e n  H ow ell (senior) writes to tell me that he 
had the pleasure o f seeing and hearing the 3rd Bn 
T h e  Q ueen ’s Regim ental Band at the Royal M arines 

^ ^phool o f  M usic, D eal, on O ctober 29.

Congratulations to M aj Peter H ubert, m b e , on his 
appointment o f 2 IC  1 Q u een ’s.

E x -R Q M S  Jacko Jaques has not been too well 
recently and hoped that he w ould be able to attend 
the R em em brance Service. H e did not attend so on 
behalf o f all m em bers o f the R egim ental Association, 
I wish him  a speedy recovery.

M r Len  Johnson has now  been ill for a long time 
and all m em bers o f the R egim ental Association are 
thinking o f  him  and wish h im  well.

A  new ly joined m em ber o f the Regim ental A s ­
sociation is ex-Pte J. S . K en n ed y (6205569) who 
joined in early 1939. H e saw service w ith  the 7th  Bn, 
K ensingtons, R A  and R oyal C orps o f  Signals until 
being dem obbed in 1946.

A nother m em ber to join  the Regim ental A ssocia­
tion is ex-Pte K . J. M ankelow  (22329472) w ho served 
w ith the is t  Bn in H ong K o n g  and Korea 1950-52.

H e served in the platoon com m anded by then 2 L t
C. L . Law rence. H e em igrated to A ustralia, joined 
the Australian A rm y, was posted to the Royal 
Australian A rtillery and reached the rank o f W O 2. 
In 1969 he joined the M ilitary H istorical Society of 
Australia and served a term  as President. H e has now 
opened a small m useum  w hich he has named the 
A lbuhera M ilitary M useum  w hich is situated at 
G eelong, Victoria. H e inform s m e that the m useum  
consists o f exhibits from  35 countries and com prises 
orders, m edals, decorations, ribbons, insignias, 
badges, buttons, flags, uniform s, books, photo­
graphs, etc. H e w'ould be grateful for any surplus 
M iddlesex items any reader m ay have to spare 
especially Diehard m agazines particu larly around

1950-51-

A  regular correspondent is ex-Pte Jock M annering 
who sends his regards to all ‘D iehards’ . Jock spends 
his spare tim e finding me addresses o f ‘D iehards’ .

M r A lf  M ason accom panied b y his w'ife called in at 
C anterb ury and gave m e a pleasant surprise. I gave 
his one b y  passing him  on to M aj John Reed, East 
S urreys w ho shares the office with me. A lf  served 
w ith  the East Surreys during the w ar and is no 
stranger to M aj Reed.

A nother new' m em ber is ex -S gt W . M cln a lly  
(1798862). H e originally enlisted into the Royal 
A rtillery  on A pril 14, 1941. H e joined the 8th Bn at 
Beyeaux, France on D ecem ber 12, 1944. H e was 
w ounded at Zanten in M arch, 1945, and due to his 
w'ounds his discharge was deferred until A ugust, 
1947. H e is in possession o f the follow ing m edals—  
1939-45 Star, France and G erm any Star, D efence 
M edal, W ar M edal 1939-45, K in g ’s Badge awarded 
for disablem ent due to w ar wounds.

A  very w elcom e visitor to the Rem em brance 
Service at M ill H ill and afterw ards to the reunion at 
Edgw are was M r  H arry (O laf) M erlock (6700565) 
w ho was taken P O W  w ith the is t  Bn in H ong K ong. 
H e served from  1932 to 1950. T h is  was his first visit 
for 10 years and he assures me that he w'ill be join ing 
the Regim ental Association.

A  recent correspondent was M rs Pat N ew m an, 
w idow  o f the late M aj Percy N ew m an. She sends 
best wishes to all her old friends and tells m e that she 
m ay be m oving to a sm aller bungalow  in the N ew  
Year.

In a recent N ew sletter I stated that ex-C sgt 
N icholson was em ployed at the B F E S  M ess, B A O R . 
T h is  was incorrect, his w ife works at the B F E S  M ess 
and they use the address fo r convenience. F or a time 
N ick  joined F light (C sgt) M oyse in m id-air b ut has 
now  landed and inform s m e that he started w ork w ith  
the N A A F I  in B A O R  in 1970 and becam e m anager 
o f G ifts  and D urables in H ereford. H e has now  been 
prom oted and has reached the d izzy  heights o f 
‘O fficial’ and is em ployed on Stock C ontrol at the 
N A A F I  w arehouse in K refe ld . A fter all that I hope 
his durables never wear out. W ho said you  cannot 
win. W hen I was Q uarterm aster o f the is t  Bn C sgt 
N ick, was a staunch m em ber o f m y staff.
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M r G . W . Pegram  (43205) inform s me that he is 
sorry that he cannot attend the Rem em brance 
gatherings ow ing to advanced age, having to use 
crutches and a w heel chair. H e was founder m em ber 
o f the 13th O C A  branch, its S ecretary for over 50 
years and is the last active m em ber.

T w o  w ell known 'D ieh ard s’ were recently m en­
tioned in the Manchester Guardian. T h e y  w are L t 
M ike Pickard, Chairm an o f G rattan Industries and 
L t  M artin  O ’Regan now w ith Europa A irw ays.

C ongratulations to Brig B. A . M . Pielow  on his 
prom otion to Brigadier on June 30, 1978. A lso  to 
V irgin ia on the occasion o f her m arriage to C apt 
John R ussell o f the Q ueen ’s Regt.

A  recently joined m em ber o f the Regimental 
A ssociation is ex -C sgt J. Pritchard (22233303). V ery 
nice to see him  back.

E x -C p l J. E. Sheffield (22259767) has joined the 
Regim ental Association. H e enlisted into the R egi­
m ent on A pril 12, 1950, and served until July 31, 
1963, when he was m edically discharged due to dis­
ablem ent o f  the right leg. H e joined the 1st Bn in 
H ong K o n g  in 1951 and later served in C yprus and 
H am eln, until returning to  L y d d  w ith  the Battalion. 
F or a period he was Q M  C lerk. H e is the son of 
e x -C S M  ‘S h in y ’ Sheffield w ho lives at 2 A lbuhera 
C lose, Enfield.

M r John S oden w rites to tell m e that he attended 
the F E P O W  A ssociation Reunion but was dis­
appointed that only a few  m em bers o f our R egim ent 
turned up.

C ongratulations to M aj Paul T ru m an  on his 
prom otion to M ajor on June 30, 1978.

A  recent w elcom e visitor to m y office in C anter­
b u ry was C ap t W alter W ard w ho served w ith  the 
7th  Bn.

O ur congratulations to M aj S. C . W . W eller, m b e , 

m m , on being aw arded the C ad et Forces M edal. 
N otified in the London G azette  dated A u gu st 24, 
1978.

M r  H arry W ilkes (22233293) has joined the 
Regim ental Association. H er served w ith  the Royal 
W est K e n t R egt and our 1st Bn during the period 
1948-53. H e is in possession o f  the U nited N ations 
and K orea m edals.

M r G ordon Y o u n g  and M r G eorge L ew is o f the 
H ounslow  branch O C A  have ju st returned from  a 
holiday in  N ew  Zealand. G ordon infom s m e that he 
was able to get in touch w ith  Ron Bush e x - is t  Bn 
F E P O W . Ron and his charm ing w ife m ade them  very 
w elcom e. Ron is now  a keen bowls player.

S T  D U N S T A N ’S

S t D u n stan ’s for men and w om en blinded on w-ar 
service have asked m e for particulars o f any m em ber 
w ho suffered eye damage since the beginning of 
W orld  W a r I. I w ould be gratefu l i f  any reader would 
let m e know  the nam e and address o f  any m em ber 
o f  the R egim ent w'ho suffered in this way. I w ill then 
pass this inform ation to S t D u n stan ’s.

O B I T U A R Y

It is w ith  deep regret that we have to announce the
follow ing have died:

B e t t s — On July 2 0 , 1 9 7 8 , ex-S gt A lb ert Betts 
( 4 1 3 0 0 7 6 )  aged 6 1 .  H e enlisted in the Cheshire 
R egt on February 1 4 , 1 9 4 0 , and after training was 
posted to the M iddlesex Regt w ith  whom  he con­
tinued to serve until taking his discharge on April 
1 5 ,  1 9 4 6 .

D u f f i e l d — O n February 2, 1978, e x -R Q M S  G eorge 
H enry Edw-ard Duffield (L/7829 and 6188365) 
aged 92. G eorge Duffield enlisted into the R egi­
m en A pril 25, 1902, and was posted to the Corps 
o f D rum s o f the 4th Bn, where he soon becara^fe 
an efficient flute player. H e also gained his F irH ^  
Class Certificate o f Education in record tim e, and 
in 1905 was prom oted Lance C orporal (D rum m er).

O f  an erudite disposition, he was given em ploy­
m ent as Assistant C lerk  in the Battalion orderly 
room  and prom oted to the rank o f Sergeant in 1908 
with the appointm ent o f O rderly Room  C lerk. In 
the days o f  the hard drinking soldier, he was a 
staunch teetotaler and a leading light in the unit 
branch o f the Royal A rm y Tem perance Associa­
tion. From  the 4th Bn, he was posted to the 6th 
(Special Reserve) Bn as a m em ber o f the Per­
m anent S taff at the Regim ental D epot, M ill Hill. 
Prom oted C olour Sergeant (O rderly Room  Ser­
geant ) June 26, 1913, he decided to relinquish the 
life o f a bachelor and becam e a Benedict in A ugust 
1913, when he returned to D evonport to be married 
in St A u b y n ’s Church.

W hen war was declared in A ugust 1914, he sas 
a tow er o f strength during m obilisation, showing 
great initiative and exceptional ability during very 
difficult and trying circum stances. T h e  two Special 
Reserve Battalions the 5th and 6th m oved from 
M ill H ill to Chatham  and G illingham , being 
housed in billets at first until occupation o f L o w ^ ^ . 
Barracks, Chatham , and the G reat L ines C a m p |^  
Gillingham . T h ese  arrangem ents caused con­
siderable w ork to the H eadquarters staff, which 
was ably coped w ith by W O 2  D uffield, his rank 
now  being O rderly Room  Sergeant M ajor, later 
to be Quarterm aster Sergeant W O  Class 2.

H e was held in the highest regard by his 
Adjutants and Com m anding Officers, his great 
organising power being fu lly  appreciated, to such a 
degree that he appeared in the London G azette of 
February 24, 1917, ‘Brought to the notice o f the 
R t H on T h e  Secretary o f State for W a r for 
valuable services rendered in connection w ith  the 
successful prosecution o f the w ar’ .

E ight m onths later, his Com m anding Officer 
w rote in his records, ‘ K now s his w ork exceedingly 
well. H e works very hard indeed is a good organiser 
and thoroughly trusted in every way. A m ongst 
m any original m ethods o f O rderly Room  organisa­
tion he has instituted a card index system  enabling 
every man to be accounted for at a glance w hich 
the W ar Office A G  8 stated they w ould introduce 
to every R eserve U nit. From  the com m encem ent
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o f the war to date, over 1,000 Officers and 30,000 
men have passed through the departm ent he has 
controlled. H e has been a very great support to me 
and the Battalion at all times. I can w ith  confidence 
recom m end him  for a com m ission either as com ­
batant or a Quarterm aster. I have recom m ended 
him for both. I should be quite w illing to have him 
as an officer in this battalion.’

In July 1918, he attended an O fficer C adet 
C ourse and qualified at the W ar Office final exam i­
nation for Com m issioned Rank— ‘Best C adet of 
term ’ . H e was not com m issioned due to cessation 
o f hostilities, his course ending in February 1919.

R eturning to the D epot, M ill H ill, as R Q M S , 
he was in charge o f Dem obilisation Office—  
Secretary W ar Savings C om m ittee and Secretary 
Regim ental Em ploym ent Association. From  S ep­
tem ber to D ecem ber 1921, he was a m em ber o f the

•  Quarterm asters and Q M  Sergeants C ourse at the 
School o f M ilitary Adm inistration, Chisledon, 
w here he qualified ‘D istinguished’ being 2nd in 
O rder o f M erit out o f 51 students.

Preparing him self for the return to civilian life, 
he attended a course o f instruction in hygiene at 
the R oyal Sanitary Institute during the first three 
m onths o f  1922, where he qualified as a Sanitary 
Inspector under the Public H ealth A ct and in June 
that year was elected an Associate o f the Royal 
Sanitary Institution, London. G eorge remained at 
the D epot until taking his pension in A ugust 1924.

H e was a staunch, and vocal, m em ber o f  the 
R egim ental Association and a m em ber o f  num erous 
com m ittees and sub-com m ittees. Shrew ed and 
analytical, he suggested and introduced a num ber 
o f im provem ents for ou r Association to cover the 
widened field o f m em bership after having 46 
battalions during 19 14-18 . U n til the very last he 
remained in contact, his bold w riting being in­
stantly recognised when the envelope arrived in 
the office, to be greeted w ith ‘a m issive from 
G eo rge ’ . H e paid a visit to R H Q  in the m iddle 
o f last year, when he was still as sharp as a needle, 
albeit a nonogenarian.

•  A  staunch Freem ason, he had held high office 
in the craft and as a pub lic  spirited person, did 
m uch good for his fellow  m en in his hom e town. 
A s soldier and civilian, G eorge carried out his tasks 
in an able and energetic manner. R .W .J.S .

F i s h e r — O n N ovem ber 5, 1978, C S M  A lfred  Fisher, 
m m  (6209673), aged 60. H e served w ith  the i/7th  
Bn from  1939 to 1946. H e was a form er Secretary 
o f the H ornsey branch o f the Regim ental Associa­
tion. H e was aw arded the M ilitary M edal whilst 
serving with the 1 /7th Bn and was also in possession 
o f a certificate o f com m endation from  G eneral 
M ontogom ery. H e was general m anager o f a 
catering firm.

G o l d s — O n Septem ber 15, 1978, C p l W ally  G olds 
(6723266). H e served w ith  ‘ D ’ C o y  o f the 2nd Bn 
in France until the evacuation from  D unkirk and 
returned again for the invasion on D -day. H e left 
the service in 1945 and took em ploym ent w ith  the 
N aval authorities at G osport. In 1975 he was 
awarded the Im perial Service M edal for his 30 
years service w ith  H M S  Deadalus and H M S  
Sultan  at the G osport Naval establishm ent.

G r e e n — On June 10, 1978, Brig A rth u r Ernest 
G reen  (4 1130), d s o , o b e , aged 69 years.

Brig G reen was educated at T on b rid ge and 
Sandhurst. H e retired from  the A ctive  L ist on 
February 13, 1961. ‘ S tu m p s’ as he was known to 
all was com m issioned into the R egim ent on 
January 31, 1929.

A fter less than a year w ith  the 1st Bn at Catterick 
he joined the 2nd Bn abroad and served with them  
in M adras and K hartoum  and, on their return to 
the U K , in C olchester. T h is  was follow ed b y a 
three-year tour o f  d uty as A djutant at the Depot, 
M ill H ill.

T h e  early part o f W orld W ar II saw him  as 
A djutant o f the 2nd Bn in N W  Europe. Shortly 
afterwards be becam e A djutant, and later 2 IC , of 
the 1 /7th Bn, and served w ith  that Battalion with 
the 51st (H ighland) D iv  throughout the N orth 
African cam paign. In 1943 he was appointed 
G S O 2  to the X l l l t h  C orp s; later in the same year 
he took over com m and o f the 6th D u rham  L igh t 
Infantry and saw service w ith  them  in S icily, Italy 
and N W  Europe. In these latter operations he 
was wounded. H e was aw arded the D S O  in 1945.

A fter a b rief spell in a G S O  2 appointm ent he 
was appointed to com m and the 1st Bn, then 
stationed in G erm any, follow ed b y  a year as C h ie f 
Instructor o f the H eavy W eapons W in g  o f the 
Sm all Arm s School at N etheravon. T h e n  follow ed 
in 1948 a period in G reece w ith  the British M ilitary 
M ission, after w hich he w ent to the W ar O ffice as a 
G S O  1.

In the N ew  Y e a r ’s H onours L ist in 1950 he 
received the O B E . From  M ay, 1950, he com ­
manded the 7th  Bn for three years, after w hich  he 
was seconded to the A rab  Legion  in Jordan, where 
he com m anded the 2nd Infantry Bde w ith  the rank 
of Brigadier. Changes in that country brought 
about his return to the U K  in 1956. Som e tim e 
later he was given com m and o f a Port T a sk  Force 
w ith  H eadquarters in G lasgow , and he held this 
appointm ent until his retirement.

H e was in possession o f the follow ing m edals—  
D S O , O B E , 1939-45 Star (8th A rm y), Italy Star, 
France and G erm any Star, D efence M edal, W ar 
M edal i 939“ 45 -

T h e  funeral was held on June 16. T h e  R ev P. L . 
G ould , o b e , m a , conducted the service w hich  was 
attended b y  L t  C ol T .  W . C hattey, o b e , C ol 
A . S. J. de S. C layton, o b e , and M rs C layton, C ol
A . M . M an, d s o , o b e , and M rs M an, B rig  G . 
Lerw ill, o b e , m c , d l , M aj R. J. P. C um m ins, m b e , 

and M aj A . E. F. W aldron, m b e .
D u rin g  the funeral service the R ev P. L . Pearce 

G ou ld , a brother officer, gave the follow ing ad ­
dress on the life o f B rig A rthur G re e n :

W e have gathered here to give thanks to G o d  for 
the life of A rth u r Ernest G reen  and to com m end 
his soul into G o d ’s safe keeping.

W e thank G o d  for his life and for all that was 
accom plished in it and and through it.

W e give thanks fo r his steadfast faith in G od , for 
the hom e he established w ith  Ruth, for his love for 
her and hers for him  and their delight in Diana 
and N icola.

W e rem em ber in gratitude his long and dis­
tinguished service in the A rm y, especially the
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M iddlesex Regt, the D urham  L igh t Infantry and 
the A rab L egion, to each o f  w hich  he gave u n ­
sw erving loyalty and devotion.

W e give thanks for his love o f  sport w hich he 
played w ith  such zest and for his encouragem ent of 
others to do the sam e; w e rem em ber too his love of 
country pursuits, the beauty o f this county o f 
Som erset and o f his garden.

W e  thank G o d  for one w ho was utterly straight, 
b lunt and forthright and yet so kind and thoughtful 
o f others; a splendid friend, a loyal colleague and a 
com m ander o f  verve and spirit.

W e  rem em ber one w ith  an im pish sense of 
hum ou r and an ever present tw inkle in the eye 
w hich could take the sting from  even the sternest of 
his rebukes and w hich  was still there on the after­
noon he died.

A b o ve  all w e thank G od that A rthur was one who 
lived life to the full and enabled others to do so too.

A n d  now  in a m om ent o f  silence let us thank 
G o d  for w hat A rth u r has m eant to each one o f us.

M a c C a b e e — O n February 7, 1978, Pte F. M acC abee, 
aged 82. H e served w ith  the 7th  Bn (19 14 -18 ) and 
had been a m em ber o f the Regim ental Association 
for m any years. H e was one o f the first snipers to 
be located in the enem y lines. See page 222 o f the 
H istory o f the 7th  Bn M iddlesex R egt. H is C o m ­
m anding O fficer at the tim e was L t  C ol E. J. K ing.

P e a s  l e y — O n M a y  18, 1978, M aj A lb ert Edward 
Peasley, aged 66 years. T h e  news o f  the sudden 
decease o f  Bert Peasley was greeted w ith  disbelief, 
follow ed b y a personal sense o f loss b y  the m ajority 
o f  his vast n um ber o f friends w hen they heard the 
sad tidings. B y so m any soldiers and sailors— of 
diverse age and rank— Bert was looked upon as a 
man noble o f  spirit and courteous o f  tongue.

E nlisting into the R egim ent D ecem ber 12, 1931, 
he was allocated the A rm y num ber 6200331, and 
from  W hitehall, despatched to the Regim ental 
D epot, M ill H ill, w here he was prom ptly named 
‘ S tick s ’ due to his long lim bs. T h o se  long limbs 
w ere to b ring honour to his R egim ent and to 
him self.

O n posting to the H om e Bn, the 2nd, on ter­
m ination o f his recruit training, he becam e a 
m em ber o f  the Battalion athletic team, and join ing 
the Signals Section for specialist m ilitary training. 
H is forte was as a long distance runner. B y 1934 
he not only held his first stripe, he also held first 
p lace in the W in g sports at 880 yards and 1 mile. 
U nfortu nately, his health, never robust, failed and 
he was adm itted to hospital, m uch  to the dism ay 
o f the Battalion sports officer w'ho writes ‘ Lcpl 
Peasley, w ho has run so w ell for us in the past, was 
m edically un fit’ . H e was sadly m issed during the 
G arrison sports.

1935» he qualified as an instructor at the 
School o f S ignalling, C atterick. ‘ S ticks ’ w'as also 
running w ell, a popular m em ber o f  a happy and 
good athletics team. T h e n  illness again brought 
him  low, this tim e so grievous that the drill cadre 
practiced funeral cerem onial. H appily , the G rim  
R eaper passed by, m uch to the jo y  o f the Battalion 
w ho recorded their pleasure, ‘to welcom e back to 
the fold, L cp l Peasley’ . F it again, he was awarded

his colours for cross-country running for the 
season.

T h e  year 1937 saw' the 2nd Bn the Southern 
Com m and C ham pions in Athletics. T h e  current 
photograph shows Lcp l Peasley flanked by two 
notable Battalion athletes L t  (now M aj G en  Sir 
John) W illoughb y and L cp l (now' M aj Sam m y) 
W eller. In the Battalion com petition he was third 
in the 880 yards, first in the m ile, and first in the 
three m iles. From  then on, it is repetition, his 
successes including area and com m and cham pion­
ships. H e also earned and was aw arded prom otion 
for his m ilitary efficiency. Space is lim ited in this 
publication, but a gauge o f his proficiency on the 
track can be seen by the array o f trophies remaining 
on his sideboard. T h e y  include for 1938 a team 
bronze m edal, 880 yards; team  silver, 1 mile; 
Record holder, silver £ mile. H am pshire County 
C ham pionships, silver, 1 mile relay; A ldershot_ 
C ham pionships, silver, w inner 1 m ile; M iddlese^H| 
R egt H Q  W ing cup, silver, 3 miles. 1939 U n it t e a n ^  
cham pionships cup, silver, plus five m ore silver 
cups not engraved to show the com petition, or 
event in w hich they were won.

Posted to the D epot at M ill H ill, he had qualified 
as a m achine gun instructor at the S A S , Nethera- 
von. T h e  approaching war clouds caused increasing 
activity in small arms training, during w hich time 
Bert Peasley gave hours o f extra instruction to 
keen and w illing recruits, also to reservists who 
returned to the Colours under the schem e then 
current. T o  his dism ay, he was not perm itted to 
rejoin the 2nd Bn on mobilisation, Septem ber 1, 

1939-
W hen the Regular A rm y Em ergency C om m is­

sions w ere introduced in 1939, C ol Browne im ­
m ediately sent for Sgt Peasley and told him  to 
apply. T h is  he did and he was appointed to a 
com m ission as Lieutenant, D ecem ber 12, 1939, 
one o f the first to be granted. Full o f enthusiasm, 
he applied for a posting to a theatre o f active 
service. T o  his chagrin and dism ay, the M edical 
Board w ould not pass him  as fit for overseas service. 
Frantically he approached his C o m m an d in j^ ^  
Officer to use w hatever influence he could. A ll t^ B ) 
no avail. H e was fu lly  qualified but not m edically 
fit for the field. T h is  haunted his thoughts through­
out the war.

Joining the training staff o f 24 M achine G un 
T ra in in g  C entre, he threw  him self into the task of 
turning out good material for the field units, 
earning unstinting praise and golden opinions too 
num erous to record in the lim ited space available 
from  all his commanders.

D u rin g the Berlin A ir  L ift, he was outstanding 
in his ability  to keep personnel to a high standard of 
efficiency and smoothness. A s Cam p Com m andant 
dealing w ith  displaced persons he was again de­
clared to be the right man in the right place. In his 
appointm ent as C am p C om m andant H anover Sub 
Area, his com m ander said o f him, ‘ I consider C apt 
Peasley holds one o f the m ost onerous and exacting 
appointm ents in m y H Q . N o t o f robust health and 
sensitive to his physical condition he has never­
theless been unsparing o f him self in faithfully  and 
cheerfully discharging in the m ost efficient and 
courteous m anner his innum erable duties’ . Again,
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from higher com m and during the period 1951-52, 
the end o f a long eulogy says, ‘B y  his perseverance 
and untiring efforts, his difficult and com plex task 
has run sm oothly and there is no dou bt that he is a 
capable adm inistrator and gets the best out o f those 
under his com m and’ .

As O C  the H ong K o n g Chinese T ra in in g  U nit, 
based in Lyem un Barracks, he trained the recruits 
to a high standard. C ol A ym ar C layton  w ho was the 
C om m anding Officer of T h e  H ong K o n g  Regt 
(T h e  Volunteers) in 1955, was very im pressed at 
the standard o f the soldiers w hen he saw them  on a 
passing out parade on his arrival. T h is  reflected 
great credit on Bert. H e says, ‘Bert did a first rate 
job  with the H K C T U  and I believe he was the 
first O C  o f the unit and had been responsible for 
organising and setting up this unit. T h is  unit 
provided locally enlisted personnel for various 
m ilitary duties in the m any adm inistrative fields’ .

•  O n  com pletion o f his period of service in H ong 
Kong, Bert returned to the U K  and took up the 
appointm ent o f Adjutant, T h e  H om e Postal and 
C ouries Com m unications D epot, Royal Engineers, 
in Inglis Bairacks, M ill H ill. T h is  unit, as the 
reader w ill know, still occupies the barracks w hich 
was our Regim ental D epot, until January 1961. 
For the Regim ent, a happier appointm ent could 
not have been made. H ere w e had continuity and a 
fostering o f a fam ily contact that is so alive today, 
as can be witnessed b y  all w ho attend ceremonies 
in Inglis Barracks. T h ere  is no doubt that this 
closeness is due to the friendly approach of Bert 
Peasley to the new  incum bents on the change of 
occupation, that remains so today. It is apt that the 
man w ho is responsible for this espirit de corps was 
the last to wear our regim ental badge w hilst holding 
office in our old D epot. Bert relinquished his 
com m ission Septem ber 8, 1965.

Anecdotes in abundance w ere told o f his great 
help to the Sappers w hilst holding m ilitary ap­
pointm ent. It was therefore w ith  great pleasure, 
the news was received that Bert w ould continue his 
association w ith  them  w ith  a R O  appointm ent. 
From  the date o f relinquishing his com m ission,

• until M ay 1977, he was em ployed in the office of 
the H eadquarters o f the H om e Postal C ourier 
C om m unications, T A V R . D u rin g this period, he 
was the adm irable liaison between our tw o units, 
attending, as a ‘ D ie-H ard ’ , all our cerem onies 
held in the barracks and elsewhere, including 
regim ental com m ittee m eetings.

O n A lbuhera D a y this year (1978), he had 
arranged to attend the annual cerem ony at our 
regim ental m em orial in Inglis Barracks. A t ap­
proxim ately 10 am, he telephoned to say that due 
to an attack o f phlebitis, he w ould not be able to 
make the jou rn ey from  C hingford. T h a t evening 
he w'as taken to hospital and to the shock o f all, 
including the m edical staff, died suddenly the 
night o f M ay 18. T h e  news was not only heard 
w ith  heartfelt regret, but in so m any cases sheer 
disbelief. T h a t is still so as this obituary is being 
written.

T h e  funeral, held on T h u rsd ay, M ay 25, was at­
tended b y  m any o f B ert’s friends, including Brig 
Larry and M rs Bennett, B rig Jack Bridge, C ol 
A rth u r Burge, C ol Joe and M rs H olm es, C ol D on 
London, L t C ol R olfe James, L t  C ol Lance N oble,

M aj T e rry  Blackman, M aj M ike and M rs Browne, 
M aj M ike Connelly, L t  C om  G eorge G oddard 
representing Royal Naval Reserve and S S A F A , 
M ajs Stan H uggett, Ron Jackson, John N icholls 
and K en Patient, C apt N orm an Lockw ood, Lt 
D avid Sum m ers, R N , R S M  Jack Bulen, M esdam es 
Phil Loyd, Ethel M arkham  and C arol Srrfth, all 
o f whom  had been closely concerned w ith  him  at 
the H P C C D , RE. From  the R egim ent w ere L t  C ol 
T o m  C hattey, the President o f the Regimental 
A ssociation w ho also represented M aj G en Sir 
John W illoughb y, M aj D ick Sm ith also represent­
ing M aj G en  C hristopher M an, M aj Sam m y and 
M rs W eller, M essrs D avid Bennett, T e d  Collier, 
Bert M ellor, Jack M ilroy and M rs N orm a Norm an. 
T h e  service w as conducted b y  the Rev Eric Ford, 
a friend o f the fam ily and their pastor. A s, w ith 
b ow ed heads, the coffin disappeared into the recess 
in the crem etorium , the haunting call o f Last Post 
was sounded by C pl P. M organ o f H M  G renadier 
Guards. I have rarely heard the call so w ell blown.

A fter the service the thought was expressed 
‘ Bert was a trium ph o f m ind over m atter’ . T w o  
days ago, a com rade who had know'n him  since they 
w ere recruits together, sum m ed it up, saying ‘Bert 
was such a nice chap’ . H e was, and in that nice way 
he w ill be rem em bered by us all.

R .W .J.S .

S i l v e r — O n February 12, 1978, ex-Pte Charles 
Edw ard Silver (6206040) aged 77, ‘Jim ’ S ilver 
originally served as a trench soldier in the K in g ’s 
Royal R ifle C orps, enlisting when 14 years o f  age, 
and given the regim ental num ber C/3042. D u ring 
a m om ent o f aberration in the R ecruiting Office 
he gave his age as 19 years. H e attributed this to it 
being M ay  D a y w hen he enlisted in 1915-

D rafted to a U n it serving w ith  the B E F , he 
suffered the bitterness o f w inter warfare, including 
the poisoning by gas. D u e to the grevious injuries 
inflicted upon him  by poison gas, he was discharged 
as unfit for further m ilitary service on A u gu st 24, 
1916. H e was then all o f 15 J years o f age.

W hen the clouds o f war w ere loom ing in 1939, 
Jim S ilver paraded at the D rill H all, A lgernon 
Road, H endon, and enlisted as a soldier o f  our 9th 
Bn on M arch 13, 1939- W ith  a num ber o f his 
com rades he was posted to Royal A rtillery  on the 
first day o f A u gu st 1940, serving until discharged 
in M ay 1945-

Jim had a great sense o f hum our and was very 
popular w ith his fellow  men. W e could never see 
enough o f h im  at social gatherings due to the un­
sociable hours o f his em ploym ent. H e did night 
work on the Observer newspaper, w hich , as w ith 
all national daily papers, dem ands toil during the 
night to ensure early m orning news. O n ce he 
retired, he was present at all cerem onies and 
functions taking place, m aking a cheery addition 
to the com pany.

His funeral, in addition to his m ourning fam ily, 
was attended b y  M ajor D ick  Sm ith, M essrs Syd 
Breed and L en  H ow ell (Snr) the tw o latter who 
hrd been his com panions for m any years. S u ch  was 
the cheerful character and m em ories o f  Jim Silver, 
although there was a definite sense o f loss, there 
was none o f sadness. Jim  w ould not have liked that.

R .W .J.S .
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Soi'CH — O n M ay 5, 1978, ex-Bandsm an (L cpl) 
A lb ert Edw ard S ouch  (19488 and 6189341) aged 
76 years. ‘T e d ’ S ouch  enlisted into the Regim ent 
July 27, 1920, being allocated the regim ental 
num ber 19488 w hich  was replaced b y 6189341 
w hen A rm y num bers w ere introduced. (T h is  latter 
n um ber caused confusion at tim es as it is in the 
group o f  soldiers w ho enlisted on a regular en­
gagem ent in 1917). Posted to the 3rd Bn in D ecem ­
ber 1929, he was transferred to the 2nd Bn when 
orders w ere received for the disbandm ent o f the 
3rd and 4th Bus under the G eddes A xe. T h e  draft 
that w as on the T ro o p er Huntsend w ere stronger 
than the 2nd Bn w ho em barked on the ships in the 
S u ez, January 1922. Sailing to Singapore, T e d  
S ouch  becam e a m em ber o f  the Battalion concert 
party, often taking a hum orous fem inine role. H e is 
rem em bered by a num ber o f his contem poraries as 
‘ M adam e A sh b y  de la Z o u ch ’ . C om pleting his 
colour service w hen the Battalion w ere in India, he 
was transferred to the A rm y R eserve in N ovem ber 
1927, he then being a Lance-C orporal in the band 
and his instrum ent the tenor saxophone. A fter a 
short tim e as a civilian, he missed the com radeship 
o f  the A rm y and enrolled as a m em ber o f the 7th 
(T erritorial) Bn and w ith  them  w ent to France in 
1940 as a R egim ental M edical O rderly. D u ring the 
w ithdraw al to D unkirk in M ay  1940, he was 
w ounded during the action at L a  Panne, w hich 
caused him  to spend m any m onths in hospital and 
have a stirrup fitted to strengthen a shattered jaw. 
H e continued to serve until July 7, 1945, when he 
took his discharge. S uffering poor health after his 
grevious injuries, he retained contact as a m em ber 
o f  the R egim ental Association and had been a 
m em ber o f the M ill H ill Branch for m any years, 
attending cerem onies w henever his health per­
m itted, especially those held on  A lbuhera D ay. 
D espite his poor physical health, he was v ery  alert 
m entally, possessing a nice turn o f w it coupled 
w ith  dry  hum our, enjoying the robust com pany 
in w hich  he was ahvays jo y fu lly  acceptable.

M a j o r  D i c k  S m i t h

T h o r n — On A u gu st 30, 1978, e x -R S M  Francis 
W alter T h o m  (6198761) aged 68. ‘S lim ’ T h o rn  en­
listed into the M idd lesex R egt, January 7, 1929, 
and after com pleting his recruit training at M ill 
H ill, was posted to the 1st Bn, serving in succession 
in ‘B ’ C o y , ‘A (M C ) ’ C o y  and ‘D ’ C oy. Transferred 
to the A rm y R eserve in  January 1936, he was in 
possession o f  two stripes as an efficient corporal 
w ith  excellent prospects o f soon becom ing a m em ­
ber o f  the Sergeants M ess.

H is sojourn in civilian life lasted until 1939, 
w hen he rejoined the regim ent on m obilisation. In 
D ecem b er 1939, he was posted to the re-form ed 
2/7 Bn, a unit w hich  had proved its w orth during 
W orld  W ar I. W ith  this battalion he rem ained for 
the duration o f the war, serving in N orth  Africa, 
Italy and Palestine.

Slim  was invaluable to his C om m anding O fficer 
and C om pan y Com m anders w hen the Battalion, 
from  a skeleton form ation, was rapidly brought up

to W ar Establishm ent in A pril 1943. T h e  personnc 
was com pleted b y  drafts from  the Rifles, a proud 
regim ent w ho w ere welcom ed and treated as proud 
soldiers should be, so that today these m en are 
staunch ‘D ie-H ard s’ w ho meet annually at their 
ow n reunion. M uch o f this esprit de corps is due 
to S lim  T h o m .

A fter the norm al vicissitude o f active service, 
S lim  was released from  m ilitary service in January 
1946. In civilian life he was a policem an, and as a 
Sergeant o f Police, he often told m e how the 
initiative and discipline he had learned, as he said 
‘ in the happiest days o f m y life ’ had stood him  in 
good stead whilst carrying out his duties as a 
keeper o f the peace.

A  staunch m em ber and regular attender at the 
2/7 Bn Annual D inner, he organised the collection 
box contributions to regim ental and battalion 
funds, w hich is passed to each m em ber at the tabh^ 
and indeed, augmented by donations o f those n f l  
able to be present.

T h a t cigar box, with its dates and totals in­
scribed on the surface, w ill be a lasting memorial 
to S lim  T h o rn  as long as the veterans o f the 
Battalion foregather. R .W .J.S .

W e s t — O n  July 9, 1978, ex-Pte H erbert James W est 
(L /12614 and 6188392) aged 85. ‘Joe’ W est en­
listed into the Regim ent July 1, 1909, and on com ­
pletion o f his recruit training was posted to the 4th 
Bn. H e was on duty in Birdcage W alk for the pro­
cession to the A b b ey on the occasion o f the funeral 
o f  K in g  Edw ard V I I  in 1910, the Battalion m oving 
from  Aldershot for this duty. S ixty-five years later, 
he was still expressing w onder at w hat his C om ­
pany Com m ander expected to see dow n his rifle 
barrel at 1.30 in the m orning before leaving 
Aldershot.

Posted to the 3rd Bn in January 19 11, he proved 
to be an erudite soldier being awarded his First 
Class Certificate o f Education at Caw npore, India, 
in M arch 1913. W ith  the 3rd Bn, he served in 
France in 1915 and was wounded in the left wrist 
during the Battle o f Loos in Septem ber that year. 
H e recovered from  his injuries in tim e to go to t l J  
Strum a front, Salonika, and to Constantinople o f f  
the signing o f the Arm istice 1918 as part o f the 
A rm y o f Occupation. O n return hom e, he was 
transferred to Section ‘B ’ of the A rm y Reserve.

W ith  m any o f his com rades, he was called to the 
Colours in A pril 1921, during the C oal Strike and 
posted to the 1st Battalion then stationed in Dover. 
T w o  m onths later he again transferred to the A rm y 
Reserve, until finally discharged June 30, 1925.

A  citizen o f great public spirit, he took part in a 
num ber o f civic organisations and for m any years 
the Branch Secretary o f the Royal British Legion, 
C heam  and S utton  Branch, also the Secretary of 
the local Royal N ational L ifeboat Association.

A lthough not able to attend on m any regimental 
functions, as he wished, due to the distance to 
travel, and the infirm ities of old age, he kept up a 
healthy correspondence at all times.

R .W .J.S .

P r in te d  in  E n g la n d  

b y  F . J .  P a rs o n s  (W e s tm in s te r  P re s s  L td ) , 

N e w s p a p e r  H o u s e , G re a t  N e w  S t re e t  L o n d o n  E C 4 P  4 E R  

a n d  H a s t in g s


