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CLOSURE OF THE REGIM ENTAL ASSOCIATION OFFICES A T  THE 
TAVR CENTRE, DEANSBROOK ROAD, EDGWARE

T h e  R egim ental Association Offices at the T A V R  
C entre, D eansbrook Road, Edgw are, w ill close on 

^ ■ p ecem b e r 31, 1977, and reopen at R H Q  Q ueen ’s 
^ ^ R egim en t, H ow e Barracks, C anterbury, K ent, on 

January 1, 1978. M y  telephone num ber w ill be 
0227-65281 extension 21.

A ll correspondence, subscriptions for Officers 
C lu b , Regim ental Association, N ew sletter, and 
R egim ental goods should be addressed to M aj 
A . E. F. W aldron, m b e , Secretary, M iddlesex

Regim ental Association, R H Q  Q u een ’s Regim ent, 
H ow e Barracks, C anterbury, K ent.

T h e  M ill H ill Branch O C A  and the W O s and 
Sgts Branch O C A  w ill continue to m eet at the 
T A V R  C entre, D eansbrook Road, Edgw are, M id ­
dlesex.

Please keep in touch w ith  m e ju st as you have done 
so in the past. Y o u r  support is now  needed m ore than 
ever.

C O L O N E L  T H E  Q U E E N ’S R E G I M E N T
M aj G en  R. S. N . M ans, CBE, is t o  succeed M aj 

G en  F . A . H . L in g , c b ,  c b e ,  d s o ,  d l ,  as C olonel o f 
T h e  Q ueens Regim ent on D ecem ber 31, 1977.

' A  D E P U T Y  C O L O N E L  T H E  Q U E E N ’S R E G I M E N T
B rig B. R. Colem an is to be appointed D epu ty  

C olonel, T h e  Q u een ’s Regim ent, on D ecem ber 31, 
1977-

D E P U T Y  C O L O N E L S  F O R M E R  R E G IM E N T S
T h e  F o u r C ou n ty  D e p u ty  C olonel appointm ents 

w ill lapse on D ecem ber 31, 1977. T h is  m eans that 
C ol J. N . Shipster, c b e ,  d s o ,  w ill cease to be D epu ty  
Colonel (M iddlesex) on that date.



R E G I M E N T A L

D ate  
W ednesday, 

M arch  15 
Saturday,

A p ril 8 
Saturday,

A p ril 29

W ednesday, 
M a y  3 

Fridays 
M a y  12

Saturd ay 
M a y  13

S aturday 
M a y  20

W ednesday, 
June 7 

A u gu st 23-26

T  uesday, 
O ctob er 3 

Friday,
O ctob er 6

Sunday, 
O ctob er 22 

Saturday, 
N o vem b er 11 

Sunday,
N o vem b er 12

M ill H ill Branch 
O C A

W O s and Sgts 
Branch O C A

C A L E N D A R  O F  E V E N T S  1978

Event
9th Bn Officers C lu b  Dinner, 

V en u e later 
9th Bn O C A  D inner at Q uality 

Inn, 191 Victoria Street S W i 
1 /7th B n (1939- 45) D inner at 

T A V R  C entre, P riory Road, 
H ornsey N8 

S p rin g G o lf  M eeting at N orth 
H ants G o ld  C lu b , Fleet 

Officers C lu b  C ocktail Party at 
C avalry and G uards C lub, 
127 P iccadilly, L ondon W i 

A fternoon— A lb uh era Service o f 
Rem em brance at S t P au l’s 
C athedral 

Evening— A nnual Reunion at 
Porchester H all, L ondon W 2 

2/ioth  B n O C A  L u ncheon at 
V icto ry  C lu b , S eym our Street, 
L ondon W i 

D e rb y  O uting

Pilgrim age to M on s— Private 
Parties only 

A u tu m n  G o lf  M eeting at N orh 
H ants G o lf  C lu b , Fleet 

2/7th O C A  D inner at V icto ry  
C lu b , S eym our Street, 
L ondon W 2 

A ttendance at C h u rch  Parade, 
R oyal H ospital, Chelsea 

C erem ony at F ield  o f  Rem em ­
brance, W estm inster A b b ey  

1000 hrs— R em em brance D ay 
S ervice at Ingljs Barracks, M ill 
H ill, follow ed b y  a Reunion at 
T A V R  C entre, D eansbrook 
Road, Edgw are 

1045 hrs— 7th  B n w reath laying 
at H ornsey Parish C h u rch  by 
the H ornsey and Enfield 
Branch

1500 hrs— 2/ioth  B n R em em ­
brance D a y  Service at St 
N icholas C h u rch , C hisw ick  

M eet at T A V R  C entre, D eans­
brook Road, Edgw are at 7.30 
pm on last S aturday o f  each 
m onth

M eet at T A V R  C entre, D eans­
brook R oad, Edgw are at 7.30 
pm  on second S aturday o f 
each m onth

F I E L D  O F  R E M E M B R A N C E

T h e  A n n ual C erem ony at the F ield  o f R em em ­
brance took place on Saturday, N o vem b er 12, and 
was w ell attended b y  m any ex-m em bers o f  the 
R egim ent and civil dignitaries headed by the V ice- 
C hairm an o f  the G reater L ondon C ou n cil, M r  
S tanley Bolton. T h e  follow ing senior officers w ere 
present: M aj G en  C . M . M . M an, c b ,  c b e ,  m c ,  

C ol A . S . J. de S . C layton , o b e ,  C o l I. R. Burrow s,

o b e ,  C ol H . J. A . M oore, o b e ,  C ol M . H. Sum m ers,
DSO, OBE, T D , D L.

T h e  m ajority o f the boroughs lying w ithin the old 
cou nty o f  M iddlesex w ere represented. A  short 
service wras held at the C ounty M em orial situated in 
the entrance hall to the M iddlesex G uildhall, con­
ducted b y the R ev P. L . Pearce-G ould, o b e ,  m a . A  
procession headed b y  W O II  D . H arwood, ‘B ’ C oy 
(M iddlesex), 6/7th (V ) T h e  Q ueen ’s Regim ent, 
follow ed b y  M r  S . K ersw ill, carrying the Regim ental 
Association Standard, escorted by three C h e ls e a ^ k  
Pensioners (I/P Carter, Fulton and W orton), fo rm e d ^ ^  
up outside the G uildhall and m oved to the R egi­
mental P lot in  the F ield  o f Rem em brance outside 
W estm inster A bb ey.

A t the plot the President o f the R egim ental 
Association, L t  C ol T .  W . C hattey, o b e ,  after saying 
‘W e plant these crosses today in m em ory o f ou r fa l le r ^ ^  
com rades o f  the M iddlesex R egim ent’, planted th ^ ^ F  
first cross. H e then invited the Vice-C hairm an o f  the 
G reater London C ouncil, M r Stanley Bolton, to plant 
a cross.

T h e  Vice-C hairm an was follow ed by the R ev P. L . 
Pearce-G ould , o b e ,  m a ;  the H igh Sh eriff o f  G reater 
London, L t  C ol D . C . T ichner-B arratt, t d ,  escorted 
by L t  C ol R. M . C ain ; and the D irector G eneral and 
C lerk  to the G reater London C ouncil, S ir James 
Swaffield, c b ,  r d ,  escorted b y  M aj F. W ebb.

M em bers o f  the R egim ent representing the follow ­
ing Battalions then in turn planted a cross:

1st Bn, M aj G en  C . M . M . M an, c b ,  c b e ,  m c ;

2nd Bn, C ol I. R . Burrows, o b e ;  3rd Bn, M r W . A . 
W right; 4th Bn, M r C . A sh b y; 5th Bn (T A ), M aj 
M . J. Beaum ont, t d ;  7th Bn (T A ), M r A . H . E llis;
1/8th Bn (T A ), M aj R. A . J. Cheffins, m c ;  2/8th Bn 
(T A ), C ol M . H . Sum m ers, d s o ,  o b e ,  t d ,  d l ;

9th B n (T A ), M r C . E dw ards; 2/ioth Bn (T A ), M r
A . D . Scudam ore, o b e ;  16th Bn, M r N . Peters.

Crosses w ere then planted b y the civic dignitaries 
in the follow ing order:

1. T h e  D epu ty  M ayor and M ayoress, C ouncillor and 
M rs Charles S . H ancock, o f  the London Borough 
o f Ealing, escorted b y  M aj V . W illiam s, m b e.

2. T h e  D e pu ty  M ayor, C ouncillor John G . Payne, 
F C A  and M rs M argaret Payne, o f the London 
Borough o f  Enfield, escorted b y  C apt G . G . 
Andrew s.

3. T h e  D epu ty  M ayor and D epu ty M ayoress, 
C ouncillor and M rs Les C ollis, o f the London 
Borough o f  H aringey, escorted by M aj M . L . 
M uirhead, t d .

4. T h e  D e p u ty  M ayor and D epu ty  M ayoress,
C ouncillor and M rs B arry T u rn e r, jp ,  o f the
L ondon Borough o f  H arrow , escorted by M r 
R. T .  M eers.

5. T h e  D epu ty  M ayor and D epu ty  M ayoress,
C ouncillor Raym ond J. Padley and Councillor 
A u d ry  H . Padley, jp ,  o f  the London Borough o f 
H ounslow , escorted b y  M aj S. C . W . W eller,
MBE, M M .

6. T h e  D e p u ty  M ayor and D epu ty M ayoress,
C ouncillor J. L . H argreaves and M rs Hargreaves, 
o f  the L ondon Borough o f  Tw ickenham , escorted 
b y  L t  P. I. Roberts.

7. M r  and M rs Politeyan, m a .,  Chairm an, T h e  
M idd lesex C ou n ty  Association, escorted by C apt 
W . B. H am m ond, e r d ,  t d .
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8. M em bers o f  the R egim ental Association and their
friends.

A pologies w ere received from  the D epu ty  M ayors 
o f  the Boroughs o f Barnet and H illingdon for their 
non-arrival who w ere to have been escorted by M aj 
R. E. Low ans and 2 L t  D . P. Austin.

A fter the cerem ony the civil dignitaries and 
m em bers o f the Regim ental Association attended a 
reception in the M id d lesex  G uildhall.

£  R E G I M E N T A L  R E M E M B R A N C E  S U N D A Y  
S E R V IC E

O nce again in conjunction w ith  the H om e Postal 
C ourier C om m unications D epot, R E , our Annual 
Regim ental R em em brance Sunday Service was 
held in the G arrison C hurch, Inglis Barracks, M ill 

^ ^ H ill, on Sunday, N ovem ber 13, and was followed by 
^ P rh e  cerem ony at the R egim ental M em orial. Both 

services w ere conducted by the R ev  D avid  Parker, 
M . T h eo l, C urate o f  St P aul’s C hurch, M ill H ill, 
assisted b y  M iss M argaret Robertson. A  bugler from 
T h e  G uards D epot, P irbright, sounded ‘ Last Post’ 
and ‘R eveille’ .

W reaths w ere laid in the follow ing order: H om e 
Postal and C C  D epot, R E , b y  C ol A . V . Burge, m b e , 

b e m ; Regim ental Association, b y  L t  C ol T .  W . 
C hattey, o b e ;  1st, 2nd, 3rd, 4th, 5th and 6th M ilitia 
Bns, b y  M aj G en  C . M . M . M an, c b ,  c b e ,  m c ;  ‘B ’ 
C o y  (M id dlesex); 6/7th (V) Q u een ’s Regt, b y  M aj F. 
W eb b ; M ill H ill Branch O C A , by M r J. A . Percival; 
W os and Sgts O C A  Branch, b y  M r L . S h ru b b, m m ; 

9th Bn O C A  Branch, b y  M r C . B row n; M iddlesex 
H om e G uard, b y  M r A . R. D rane.

A t the m arch past w hich follow ed the laying o f 
wreaths the salute was taken b y  L t  C o l T .  W . 
C hattey, o b e ,  President o f the R egim ental Associa­
tion, and C ol A . V . Burge, m b e , b e m , C om m anding 
H om e Postal and C ourier Com m unications D epot, 
R E . T h e  M iddlesex Regim ent contingent o f  O ld  
Com rades was com m anded b y  M aj A . E . Peasley. 
T h e  saluting dias was flanked b y  our Chelsea

ëensioners, IPs C ater, Fulton and W orton.
A fter the parade those w ho had taken part or who 

nad been spectators m ade their w ay to the T A V R  
C entre, D eansbrook Road, Edgw are, w here a most 
successful reunion was held.

T h e  collection realised £37-50 and this has been 
forw arded to the Royal British Legion  Earl H aig ’s 
P op p y Appeal.

S T  P A U L ’S C H U R C H ,  M I L L  H I L L

It has always been the custom  to lay a w reath at 
our Regim ental M em orial in St P au l’s C h u rch , M ill 
H ill, and this year the d uty was carried out on 
Sunday, N o vem b er 13, b y  F it L t  R. J. Y erb y , e x - is t  
Bn, accom panied b y  M aj R . W . J. Sm ith, m b e .

| 2/ io th  B A T T A L I O N  R E M E M B R A N C E  
SE R V IC E

T h e  2/ioth Bn held their annual rem em brance day 
service at the Parish C h u rch  o f  S t N icholas w ith  St 
M ary  M agdalene, C h isw ick , at 3 pm  on Sunday, 
N o vem b er 13. T h e  R ev  Patrick T u ft , m a , V icar o f 
C hisw ick and H onorary C haplain  to the 2/ioth  Bn,

O C A , conducted the service w hich  was attended hy  
60 to 70 O ld  Com rades and their families.

M r  A . D . Scudam ore, o b e ,  represented M aj B. K . 
Cattell, the Chairm an o f the 2/ioth  Bn O C A , who 
was unable to be present ow ing to illness. C ol A . S . J. 
de S. C layton, o b e ,  accom panied by M rs C layton, 
attended the service. C ol C layton  read the lesson and 
laid a wreath on behalf o f the R egim ental Association, 
M r Scudam ore laid the other w'reath.

A fter the service tea was served in the C h u rch  Hall. 
M rs A n n  W ebster (daughter o f  the late L t  C ol D . B. 
W atson, m c )  and her husband wrere present.

A s in past years, M rs A nn W eb ster produced those 
delightful sausage rolls.

C ol C layton  gave a short address bringing m em bers 
o f the 2/ioth O C A  up-to-date w ith  R egim ental 
Association affairs.

D O N A T IO N S — C H A R IT A B L E  F U N D

T h e  S ecretary gratefu lly  acknowledges the fo llow ­
ing donations to the C haritable F un d from : M aj 
K . R. M cB iggs (in m em ory o f  late C ol M . C raw ford ), 
M r A . W . J. Brown (2/7th Bn), M r D . C avill, C ol
A . S. J. de S. C layton  (in m em ory o f  late M aj G en  
G . P. L . W eston and M aj J. I. D . Pike), M r W . J. 
G ilyatt, m b e , and L t  C ol J. D . G unnell.

T h e  2/7th Bn (1939-45) O C A  at their annual dinner 
on Friday, O ctob er 7, 1977, collected and donated 
to the C haritable Fund the m agnificent sum  o f 
£ 112 0 0 .

W. J. DARDRY

FLORIST

f o r

Flowers, Plants etc.

Telephone 346 5680 

10 H O L D E R S H ILL  PA R A D E  

M IL L  H IL L  • NW 7 1L Y

Opposite Hendon Cemetery &  Crem atorium

3



F R E E  N E W S L E T T E R S

T h e  E ditor wishes to thank the follow ing m em bers 
for their generosity in paying extra subscriptions so 
that free copies o f  the Diehards Newsletter can be sent 
to  deserving O ld  C om rades: M r  A . J. Brown (9th 
Bn), M r A . E . J. Brow n (2/7th Bn), C apt W . Burrell, 
M r  D . C avill, M aj J. E . C hiverall, M r W . J. G ilyatt, 
m b e , M aj A . E. Peasley and C ol D . Sax.

15 th  (S C O T T IS H ) D IV IS IO N  W A R  M E M O R I A L

T h e  15th (Scottish) D iv  W ar M em orial situated at 
T o u rville -S u r-O d o n  and erected in m em ory o f  those 
w ho gave their lives during the N o rth  W est Europe 
C am paign  1944-45 requires funds to assist in its 
m aintenance.

A s  you  w ell know  ou r 1st B n fought in this 
cam paign w ith  great distinction.

C ol D esm ond Ellis inform s me that this mem orial 
is looked after by the Com m onw ealth  W ar G raves 
Com m ission through a small original endow m ent but 
alas as elsewhere expenditure is exceeding incom e. 
H e w ould be very gratefu l to receive som e contribu­
tions from  any old  ‘ D iehards’ w ho served in the 
Battalion during this cam paign w hich w ould be put 
to a fund to m aintain the m em orial. Contributions 
should be sent to C ol W7. D . E llis, o b e ,  t d ,  d l ,  Lea 
Barn, WTinter H ill, C ookham  D ean, Berks S L 6  9 T W , 
made out to M r K . Parker and crossed G ly n  M ills 
Bank L td  15th (Scottish) D ivision.

O ther units w ho form ed the 15th (Scottish) D iv  
are b eing asked to help.

T h e  Regim ental Association have m ade a donation 
o f £20.

7 th  M ID D L E S E X  O F F IC E R S ’ C L U B  D IN N E R

T h e  50th A n n ual D inner o f the 7th  M iddlesex 
Officers C lu b  was held at the T A V R  C entre, P riory 
Road, H ornsey N 8 , on T h u rsd a y , N o vem b er 10,

19 77 -
L t  C ol J. D . G un n ell presided and the principal 

guest o f the evening was M aj G en  B. P. H ughes.
Prior to sitting dow n to D inner ‘B ’ C o y  (M id d le­

sex) 6/7th (V) T h e  Q ueens R egt provided a G uard  o f 
H on our and gave a display o f  drill m ovem ents. T h e  
G u ard  o f H onour was com m anded b y 2 L t  D . P. 
A ustin  and consisted o f  C S M  D . H arw ood, C sgt 
R. Bird, Sgts L . C ow lard , D . C adyw o uld , B . W illiam s 
and 22 soldiers. T h e  guard w as inspected by M aj G en
B. P. H ughes and L t  C o l G . L . F ox  accom panied by 
L t  C ol J. D . G un n ell and M aj R. E . Low ans. T h e  
G eneral congratulated the guard on their turnout, 
smartness and drill m ovem ents.

O thers present w ere: Guests: M aj G en  B. P. 
H ughes, C ou n cillo r D . C lark, L t  C ol G . L . Fox, 
L t  C ol F . B . H ead, M aj R. W . J. Sm ith , M aj A . E . F. 
WTaldron, M aj G . W ard-H unt.

M em bers: C ap t G . A n drew , 2 L t  D . P. A ustin , 
M aj R. Bartram , M aj M . J. Beaum ont, 2 L t  S. 
B lausten, M aj H . E . C ouch, M aj R. J. P. C um m ins, 
C ap t M . J. S . D oran, C ap t S . le M . E nthoven, L t  C ol 
J. D . G u n n ell, M aj A . J. H ughes, L t  S . H urst, M aj 
R. J. L eighton , M aj R. E. Low ans, C ap t D . O. 
M an sfield-T hom as, M aj E. J. N aish, M aj B. St G . A . 
R eed, L t  P. R oberts, C ap t J. M . R obertson, L t  C ol
G . c !  D . S co tt-L o w e, L t  C o l D . E . S im pson, C apt

J. Spencer-R ichards, L t  P. Storie-Pugh, M aj R. F. 
Sykes, C ol D . R. W . T hom as, L t  J. A . van de Pol, 
M aj F . W eb b , C apt G . J. Y oung.

T h e  follow ing m embers expressed their regret for 
being unable to attend the D inner, but sent best 
wishes and greetings to their friends:

C ol I. D . Brotherton, M g r R. Brown, L t  C ol R. M . 
Cain, L t  C ol S. F. C aulfield -K erney, C ol A . S. J. de
S. C layton, C ol W . D . Ellis, B rig E. W . Flavell, M aj 
S ir  H . G lyn-Jones, M aj S. L . J. H enshaw, L t  Col 
P. J. H a ll,'C a p t P. S. Ingham , M aj A . T .  Jones, L ^ *  
W . G . K ay, C ap t M . A . H . Lanyon, M aj C . L .^ P  
Law rence, C ol A . M . M an, M aj D . M argand, C apt
F. S. M aym an, M r M . H. M ilne, M aj G . G . N orton,
L t  P. J. O ttino, L t  P. I. Phillips, M aj M . Pearson, 
B rig B. B. Rackham , C apt O . G . Richards, L t  C ol 
J. D . Robbins, L t  J. R. Spooner, M aj E. L . W allis.

•
E A L I N G  B R A N C H

It is going to be a short contribution this tim e as 
w e have very little to talk about. I m et an old 2nd Bn 
man by the name Frank Redwood who was in India 
w ith  them  and played cricket, soccer and rugby for 
the Battalion for som e tim e. H e now  lives at 40 
W arkw orth  G ardens, Isleworth, near G illettes and 
that is as m uch as I know\

H ad m y usual tour round to see the old un ’s and 
found m ost o f  them  in fair trim but nearly all house 
bound. S till I suppose it does a bit o f good ju st having 
a chat, although I cannot get to them  all. A s Branch 
S ecretary and also one o f his old Platoon I am a bit 
w orried about C ap t (T im ) D a rk : have had no answers 
to letters and no reply to the phone. I f  any m em ber 
has any news o f  T im  I should be grateful to hear it.

A m ongst m y calls was T h e  Cedars O ld  Peoples 
H om e at N orw ood G reen, to see Ernie D uffield. 
T h e  C edars is run by Ealing Borough C ouncil and 
its a very nice place for old  people, a bit ‘pricey’ I 
believe but very nice and Ernie appeared quite happy.

C annot think o f  anything else so cheer up ‘D ie- 
hards’ and best washes for Christm as and the N ew  
Y ear to you  and yours. A lb ert W hite.

W O s  A N D  S E R G E A N T S  B R A N C H

A s  Christm as is approaching fast our thoughts are 
turning to celebrations, draws and all the jollifications 
that go w ith  this ‘annual event’ . M ost o f us usually 
find that there are not enough days to attend all the 
parties that w e w ould like, so some have to fall by the 
w ayside. H ow ever, I ’ m sure m ost o f you  w ill get your 
norm al share o f  cheer and goodies that go along w ith 
Christm as and the N ew  Y ear.

O u r m onthly m eetings still bring visitors from  far 
and w ide and we are always pleased to welcom e those 
o f  you w ho pass nearby on the second Saturday o f  any 
m onth. W e can assure you  o f  a night to rem em ber!

A lth o u gh  the Q u een ’s R H Q  is being consolidated 
at C anterbury and our Association Secretary w il l^ ^  
operate from  there from  the N e w  Y ear it w ill no 
interfere w ith  our Branch m eetings w hich w ill still 
be held at this location on the same basis.

T o  finish, our Chairm an and C om m ittee send the 
season’s greetings to ‘ D iehards’ everyw here w ishing 
you all that you w ould w ish for yourselves.

E rnie C olebeck.
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9th B N  M ID D L E S E X  R E G I M E N T

In m y last notes o f the Diehards Newsletter issued 
in A u gu st, I wrote o f ou r Reunion and D inner held 
at the Q uality Inn, 310 R egent S treet on M arch  26, 
and although the food and drinks were satisfactory, 
it was thought that space was insufficient and more 
cloak room and bar facilities w ere required for future 
occasions.

Inquiries have been m ade and w e have found 
^ ^ u c h  a suitable place at the Q uality  Inn, 191 Victoria 
>®6treet S W , w hich is controlled b y  T ru s t H ouses 

Forte L td .
T h is  restaurant is situated at the junction  o f 

V ictoria S treet and Buckingham  Palace Road, on the 
w est side o f  V ictoria Station, a very suitable term inus 
for British Rail, underground and buses besides the 

^ ^ o a c h  station quite alongside. C ars can be parked in 
^ ® jita b le  places close to the restaurant from  1.30 pm 

on Saturdays. W e shall be expecting you on S atur­
day, A pril 8 ,19 78 , at 6.30 pm and sitting dow n to the 
D inner at 7pm . M ore news o f  this function next year.

T h e  last function o f  the Association before going to 
the press was that a contingent o f our m em bers at­
tended the C hurch  Parade at the Royal H ospital, 
C helsea, on Sunday, O ctober 23.

T h e  m em bers paraded w ith  a section o f the In- 
Pensioners, w ith ou r ow n Standard and M aj R. W . J. 
S m ith as the Parade C om m ander.

T h e  Lieutenant G overn or o f  the H ospital in ­
spected the parade and spoke to every m an o f our 
contingent.

T h e  Chairm an and the Secretary o f the Association 
w ere present together w ith  several w ives o f m em bers.

T h e  S ervice was good, based on the book o f 
Com m on Prayer and the C hurch  H ym nal, w hich so 
m any o f the m em bers knew  in their youth. I really 
enjoyed the Serm on w hich  was on discipline and how 
that w ord was connected w ith  ‘ D iscip le ’ o f the Bible. 
I am sure it w ould have done a lot o f good if  som e o f 
the com m unity here and abroad w ould have heart it.

T h e  Royal H ospital should be visited b y all who 
^ ^ a v e  served the C olo urs and its chapel with the 
^ W 5autiful carved w ood furnishings and the stained 

glass w indow s. T h e  organ lo ft bears the Royal 
Cypher.

Perhaps som e m ore o f  ou r m em bers w ill come 
along to the service next year.

W hen visiting the Royal H ospital, do not miss the 
N ational W a r M useum  next door to it. T h ere  are 
m any fine exhibits including the Colours o f  several 
old Regim ents, O rders and D ecorations o f A rm y 
Com m anders and m any interesting trophies o f  wars, 
long forgotten.

Its free and open every w eekday and on Sunday 
2-6 pm.

N aturally  I m ust m ention ou r ow n M useum  at 
B ruce Castle. W hen I visited there a few  weeks ago, 
an exhibition on our R egim ent and its local con- 
iiection w ith  T o tten h a m , now  know n as H aringey, 

w o r n  the days o f  the V olunteer forces until the 
Regim ents disbanding was in progress. T h is  was 
apart from  ou r ow n M useum  and held on the ground 
floor.

Som e o f our ow n silver was on exhibit w hich  was 
the T od m an  and L am on t Statuettes and the m odel o f  
the N ijm egan Bridge.

M o st o f  the photos and material that was on show

depicted the 7th  Bn and how  it was form ed from  the 
Volunteers and M ilitia.

T h ere  was a form  on conscription occurring in 
1803, according to the docum ent, to raise a force of 
m en. A  ballot was held in various parishes and those 
named, could get a volunteer to take his place or the 
m en could volunteer. A  rate o f  3p in  the pound was 
m ade to pay the expenses o f  this force. A  sm all book 
was on sale g iv in g a lot o f inform ation o f  the 1 /7th Bn. 
T h e  project was controlled b y  the H aringey A rchives 
com m ittee and jo lly  w ell done.

W e are very sorry to state that two o f  ou r m em bers 
w ho attended ou r D inner on M arch  26, R on 
H um phries and A lb ert Brow n have passed aw’ay, 
also the deaths o f S gt A rth u r Potter and M ajor T .  W . 
L o w  on M a y  23, have been announced.

T h e  sym pathy o f us all goes to the relatives and 
friends o f ou r late loyal m em bers.

O u r salutations and best wishes to all.
R .T .M .

T H E  M ID D L E S E X  A S S O C IA T IO N

O u r A nnual C h u rch  S ervice at the R oyal H ospital, 
C helsea, took place on Sunday, O ctober 23, 1977. 
A  party o f 40 m em bers and their w iv es  attended 
headed b y  the President o f the Regim ental A ssocia­
tion, L t  C ol T .  W . C hattey, o b e ,  and M rs C hattey.

T h e  O ld  Com rades under the com m and o f  M aj 
R. W . J. Sm ith, m b e , w ere inspected b y  the G overnor.

P e t e r  M c R a e
& C O M P A N Y  L IM IT E D

Life Assurance Consultants 

Insurance an d  M ortgage Brokers 

14-16 West Street, East Grinstead, 
Sussex

T e le p h o n e :  Ea s t G r in s te a d  25977

Did you know  that besides protecting 

your family, life assurance can assist in 

other fields, such as education, house 

purchase, pension, and estate du ty? We 

specialise in the needs o f service person­

nel and w ou ld  be pleased to advise.

W e make no charges

W e  a lso  have  d e p a r tm e n ts  s p e c ia lis in g  

in  o th e r  fo rm s  o f  g e n e ra l in su ra n ce s  

w h ic h  a re  a t y o u r  se rv ic e
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M ID D L E S E X  R E G IM E N T  G O L F IN G  S O C IE T Y  
A N N U A L  M E E T IN G

A  very enjoyable m eeting was held on the course of 
the N orth  H ants G o lf  C lu b  on W ednesday, O ctober 
5, 1977. A  total o f 20 m em bers took part.

T h e  detailed results each decided over 18 holes 
w ere as follows:

Stableford Singles
Points

W O II  M . C . Q uinn (W inner Horton Cup) 32
M aj H. E. C ou ch  (R upper up) 31

M r C . H oldford 29

M aj J. I. D . Pike 29 à

C ap t P. S . Ingham 29

M r  M . R. T .  W alden 26

M aj W . G . A . C rum ley 25

M r  J. Rogers 24
C apt R. J. Tarrant 23
L t  C ol T .  W . Chattey 23
L t  C ol J. R. B . W orton 23

M r N . T ay lo r 21

M aj A . R. Bisset 20

M r C . D . M atthew s 19
M r G . T ay lo r 18

L t  C ol C . N . Clayden 18

M r M . W est 16

L t  C ol H . N . du V . Lohan (D ivot) H

Stableford Foursom es

Points
M r N . T a y lo r  and M r  C . H oldford

(W inners (Jay C up) 27

L t  C ol T .  W . C hattey and M aj H . E. C ouch  A
(Runners up) 27 ^

M r J. R ogers and M aj W . G . A . C rum ley 27
M r  G . T a y lo r  and W O II  M . C . Q uinn 25

M aj J. I. D . Pike and M r A . Reide 20

C ap t P. S. Ingham  and M r M . R. T .  W alden 18 

M aj A . R. Bisset and L t  C ol H . M . du V.
Lohan 15

C ap t R. J. T arran t and M r M  W est 12

Before asking M rs Jean Clayden to present the 
prizes L t  C ol T o m  C hattey thanked all those present 
for supporting the m eeting and especially those who 
had com e long distances. H e rem inded those present 
that C ol M . C raw ford  w ho had been a very keen 
m em ber o f  the G olfin g  Society, had recently d iec|^ t 
and all m em bers rose and stood in silence to his 
m em ory. B rig L erw ill sent his best wishes and re­
gretted that he was unable to attend ow ing to a recent 
operation b ut stated that he w ould be fit for the 
S p rin g M eeting. Regrets w ere also received from 
M aj G . G orin g, M aj K en  H ardcastle, M r T .  Jones 
and C o l Burrow s.

T h e  Association Standard was carried by M r  G . S. 
H urlock.

A fter the service the party m oved to the Blue 
R oo m ’ and enjoyed drinks and sandwiches and were 
able to entertain our In-Pensioners C ater, Fulton and 
W orton. In-Pensioner W alker was in the Infirm ary 
and w e w ish  him  a speedy recovery.

‘B ’ C O M P A N Y  6/7th (V) B N  
T H E  Q U E E N S  R E G T

M aj R oger Low ans, O C  ‘B ' C o y  6/7th Q ueens (V) 
(Edgw are and H ornsey) presenting a S ilver Jubilee 
m edal to C pl Bill M u rp h y  w ho jo in ed  the T A  more

M a j R o g e r  L o w a n s  p r e s e n tin g  a  S i lv e r  J u b ile e  M e d a l  to 
C p l B ill  M u r p h y

than 18 years ago w hen he enlisted in the 9th Bn. 
H e is the signals N C O  in ‘B ’ C o y  and is often an 
organiser o f the C om p an y’s social events. H e works 
as a supervisor in the G P O .

H ugh  Rossi, M P  for H ornsey, visiting B ’ C o y  6/yth 
Q ueens (V ) at their annual cam p at W esterdow n, 
S alisbury Plain. M r  Rossi is talking to C pl E. H unte 
w ho was instructing on the recruits cadre. Som e 26

H u g h  R o ssi ta lk in g  to  C p l E. H u n t

recruits from  ‘ B ’ C o y  passed out from  the cadre. 
A iso  in the picture is K eith  H inde, C lerk  to the 
W o rshipful C om pan y o f  C utlers, w ho have adopted 
‘B ’ C o y  as their T A V R  unit, M aj R oger L ow ans and 
L t  Piers S torie-Pugh.
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P E R S O N A L  J O T T IN G S

A nother new m em ber o f  the Regim ental Associa­
tion is C apt (Q M ) Bill Bean. H e enlisted into the 
Regim ent in 1926 and served w ith  the 1st and 2nd 
Bns until 1942. In 1942 he was com m issioned as a 
Lieutenant (Q M ) and continued his Regim ental 
soldiering until 1948. H is last nine years’ service 
until 1957 w ere w ith  the R oyal A rtillery  as a Captain 
(Q M ). H e w ill be w ell know n to the pre-w ar m embers 
o f  the Regiment.

A nother long lost ‘D iehard ’ has been traced. H e is 
ex-Pte E. A . (L ardy) B rett (6189535) who enlisted on 
February 13, 1919, and continued to serve in the 1st 
and 2nd Bns until taking his discharge at his own

•  request on February 5, 1938. L a rd y  was a w ell known 
character in the Regim ent. H e now  lives at D onning- 
ton, T e lfo rd , Salop.

C apt W . Burrell w ho served w ith  the 8th Bn 
(19 14 -18 ) w ould like to hear from any ex-D rum m ers 
o f  that Battalion. H e tells m e the story that when 
serving on the Som m e w ith C om po W hite and his 
tw in, C om po scream ed w ith  pain at the precise 
m om ent his brother was hit in the eye b y shrapnel.

M rs A . C arrington, 28 Bronwen C ourt, Brove End 
Road, L ondon N W 8  9H H , w ould like to hear from  
anyone w'ho rem em bers her grandfather. H e was 
L / 12951 G eorge C arrington w ho enlisted M arch  4, 
1910. H e was transferred from  the 1st B n to the 2nd 
Bn at M alta D ecem ber 23, 19 13. H e w ent to France 
w ith  the 2nd Bn in 1914 and was transferred to the 
R oyal Engineers A u gu st 3, 1915. H e died o f  wounds 
June 27, 1916.

L t  C ol M ike D eacon is now  com m anding 3

•  R egt A rm y A ir  C orps, British Forces Post Office 106. 
H e was com m issioned into the M idd lesex R egt in 
1956.

M r R. E . D ickinson (23581636) w as a recent visitor 
to R H Q  and he prom ptly joined the Regim ental 
Association. H e served as a N ational Servicem an, 
A u gu st 1958 to A u gu st i960. H e was the Regim ental 
butcher o f  the 1st Bn and is very w ell know n to the 
Editor. H e em igrated to Tasm ania som e years ago 
and this was his first visit to the U K .

A  surprise visitor to R H Q  on M onday, Septem ber 
19, W 77 . was M r  G . H. D uffield, aged 91 years.

•
A nother ‘D ieh ard ’ gathered to the fold is ex-S gt 

A lf  E llis (6197742). H e was captured in H on g K o n g  
w ith  the 1 st Bn b ut carried on serving after 1945 and 
was in Zeltw eg, Austria, w ith  the 1st Bn. H e was in 
the B n boxing team for m any years. Som e w eeks ago 
he suffered a m ild stroke but tells m e he is on the

upgrade. H e sends his regards to all his old frien d s. 
H e is living at G unnersbu ry, near Chisw ick.

Congratulations to L t  M . J. F lyn n  on the award 
o f  the L o n g  Service and G o o d  C on d u ct M edal 
w ithout gratuity. L t  F lynn is serving w ith  2 Queens.

M r  J. H . Farm borough visited R H Q  and tells me 
that his brother-in-law  M r W . J. L . F ox  has recently 
been discharged from  the S t G eo rge ’s H ospital, 
H yde Park, after undergoing heart surgery. H e had 
four valves inserted and is recovering at hom e. M r 
Fox served with the 9th Bn as 6200275.

C ongratulations are also due to M aj C . H . K . 
Fisher, m c , d l ,  j p ,  on being aw arded the Jubilee 
M edal.

L t  C ol M . C . D . L . G ilh am  retires on retired pay 
on A ugust 15, 1977.

M r  W . J. G ilyatt, m b e  (ex-Bandm aster) 7th  Bn 
tells me he hopes to attend the R em em brance Services 
provided his leg (ulcerated) perm its the journey.

M r K . C . G reenberg (6215018) has been adm itted 
to the Star and G arter H om e for D isabled Sailors, 
Soldiers and A irm en, R ichm ond, Surrey. H e served 
from  1940-46. Further details w ill be published in 
m y next N ew sletter.

A  recent correspondent was ex-P rivate C . W . 
(Jeep) H anshaw (6203241) w ho was taken P O W  
w hilst serving w ith the 1st Bn in H on g K o n g  and 
spent three and a h alf years in Japan.

H e has recently suffered a m ild heart attack b u t is 
now  im proving. H e sends Christm as and N e w  Y ear 
greetings to all O ld  Com rades.

A  surprise visitor to R H Q  was e x -L t Jim H aw kins 
w ho em igrated to Australia som e ten years ago. H e 
is in the antique business and is a frequent v isitor to 
U K . H e tells m e that he often meets C o l N ick  and 
Sue C arter. Jim is a keen collector o f  Regim ental 
Silver.

A ll m em bers o f  the R egim ental Association wish 
M r L es H osslen, i/7th  Bn (1939 -45) a speedy re­
covery. L e s  suffered a heart attack in A u gu st and had 
a spell in Colindale H ospital.

A  n ew ly  joined m em ber o f  the R egim ental 
Association is S gt S . H ow ick  (24045258), currently 
serving w ith  1 Q u een ’s. S g t H ow ick enlisted into the 
M idd lesex R egt on F eb ruary 1, 1965. H e served w ith
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the is t  B n  until A p ril 1968, join ed  4 Q ueens until 
M arch  1970 when he was posted to 1 Queens. W e 
look forw ard to seeing him  at one o f  ou r Regim ental 
functions.

M aj C . L . Law rence, m c ,  has been appointed 
G S O  2, Individual T ra in in g  (B) at H eadquarters, 
L a n d  Forces, w ith  effect from  A u gu st 19, 1977.

B rig  G . L erw ill recently underw ent a m ajor opera­
tion but is now  hom e again and m aking steady 
progress. H e tells m e he intends to play in the Spring 
G o lf  M eeting. O u r congratulations to him  on being 
appointed a D e pu ty  L ieutenant for C ornw all.

C ongratulations to C ap t John L o ftin g  and 
G erald ine on the b irth  o f a son on S eptem ber 10, 
1977-

C ongratulations to M aj R. E. Low ans com m anding 
'B ’ C o y  6/7th (V ) B n T h e  Q ueens Regim ent on the 
aw ard o f the T A V R  Efficiency D ecorations.

T h e  engagem ent has recently been announced 
betw een A nthony, elder son o f M aj and M rs A . W . F. 
Peal and M iss Fiona Kerr.

Congratulations to C ol B. A . M . Pielow  on his 
prom otion to Brigadier and posting as D efence 
Attache, British Em bassy, Paris, as from  D ecem ber 2,
1977. H e tells m e that he hopes to be able to get 
hom e m ore often and thus be able to attend a few 
R egim ental functions. '

M r L . I. P rid dy (6195275) has joined the R egi­
m ental Association. H e enlisted into the Regim ent on 
February 13, 1922, and served w ith  the is t  and 2nd 
Bns. H e was one o f the last N C O s  to get posted from ^ fc 
the is t  Bn in H ong K o n g  leaving on N ovem ber 5 , 1 ^  
1941, prior to the fall o f H ong K ong. H e w ent as 
instructor to the Bush W arfare School, Burm a, and 
then to the 13th K in gs Liverpool Regt, until D ecem ­
ber 24, 1942. A fter various postings he left the service 
on January 21, 1953, having served 23 years 271 
days. H e then becam e a civil servant now retired and 
resides at Retford, Notts.

M r A lf  M ason (6190603) tells me that he has been 
selected for the annuity to the M eritoriou s Service 
M edal w ith effect from  July 1, 1977.

H e was aw arded the m edal in 1953.

T h e  engagem ent has been announced between 
C ap t C hristopher M ieville , T h e  Royal G reen  Jackets, 
you n ger son o f  M aj and M rs C . H . M ieville  and M iss 
N icola  A . Prescott, daughter o f  C ap t T .  R. Prescott, 
R N .

A  recent visitor to R H Q  was ex -S gt A rth u r Pace 
(6201213). H e enlisted in  July  1933 and after D epot 
training and a short spell w ith  the 2nd Bn proceeded 
to jo in  the is t  Bn. H e left H on g K o n g  in S eptem ber 
1939, to attend a course at the School o f P T  A id er- 
shot. O w in g  to the outbreak o f  w ar he did  not rejoin 
the is t  B n but was posted to the 2nd Bn. H e was 
b adly w ounded at D u nkirk  and was invalided out o f 
service in 1946. H e now  lives at G rays, Essex.

B est wishes to L t  C ol F. G ordon Parker for 
F riday, D ecem ber 2, 1977, on reaching his 80th 
birthday.

M r E . A . Sales (6204046) has joined the Regim ental 
Association. H e enlisted in N ovem ber 1937 and 
served until February 1946. H e was in the 2nd Bn 
C orps o f  D rum s from  N ovem ber 1938 to Septem ber
1939. M ost o f  his service was w ith  the 2nd Bn b ut he 
did  serve w ith  the 30th Bn from N ovem ber 1943 
until his discharge in 1946. H e resides at Ockenden 
in Essex.

C ol R. D . Sherbrooke-W alker, o b e ,  t d ,  d l ,  w ho 
C om m anded the 2/8th Bn at the outbreak o f  the 
1939-45 war, tells m e that he has now  topped four 
score years. H e and his w ife have been settled in Bath 
for the past two years. H e was very sorry that he had 
to miss the last Officers C lu b  D inner. '

C o l J. G . Stevens inform s me that he retired from 
the R A O C  at the end o f last year at the ripe old age of 
55 years. H e enlisted w ith the Kensingtons as 
6204199 and on com m issioning served w ith  the 2/7th 
Bn before m aking his career w ith  the R A O C . His 
last appointm ent was Colonel O rdnance O perations 
and Plans at H Q  U K L F .

H e now  resides at T au n ton , Som erset, where he is 
keeping h im self occupied by looking after Som erset,

Parsons
and

Printing

Over a C en tu ry-o ld  Partne rsh ip  . . .
L ik e  th e  Serv ices, w e h av e  a  t ra d i t io n  to  u p h o ld , a t  th e  sam e  tim e  ta k in g  a d ­
v an tag e  o f  scien tific  p ro g ress  in  th is  ag e  o f  m e c h a n isa tio n , yet m a in ta in in g , 
th ro u g h  a  special d e p a r tm e n t,  a p e rso n a l a n d  h e lp fu l l in k  w ith  o u r  c u sto m ers , 
w h o m  w e a re  ev e r w illing  to  a d v ise  a n d  a ssis t in th e  p ro d u c tio n  o f  th e ir  jo u rn a ls  

Newspaper House, 8-16 Great New Street, Lon­
don E C 4 P  4ER. Telephone 01-3531030. W orks
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D orset and C hannel Islands for the Save the 
C hildren Fund.

M aj Paul T ru m a n  is now  serving w ith  D epo t T h e  
Q ueens D ivision  Bassingbourn as a C om pany 
C om m ander.

T h e  prom otion o f  C apt (Q M ) F . W eb b  lB ’ C oy 
^ ^ 6 / 7 th  (V ) T h e  Q ueens R egt, Edgw are, to M ajor (Q M ) 

has been approved from  M arch  27, 1977.

A  recent correspondent was M r  W . G . W ebb who 
was w ith  the 2nd Bn at D unkirk. H e has recently been

• discharged from  hospital after a slight heart attack. 
|We wish him  a speedy recovery.

E x -W O II D . P. W eller (14476662) has joined the 
R egim ental Association. H e served w ith  the is t  Bn 
from  A ugust 1948 to 1954 and then becam e P S  I to 
the 7th Bn from  A u gu st 1954 to N ovem ber 1956 
when he rejoined the is t  Bn until taking his discharge 
in 1961. H e now  lives at M aidstone, K ent.

A  new ly joined m em ber o f the R egim ental A ssocia­
tion is ex -S gt E. W ilson (3235 and 204913) w ho en­
listed on Septem ber 10, 1914, and served w ith  the 
2/8th Bn from  S eptem ber 1914 until M arch  1917. 
H e was w ounded on the Som m e and evacuated to 
U K . O n being m arked fit he was posted to the 2nd 
Bn, and served with them  until dem obilisation in 
M arch  1919. H e is now  in his 80th year and resides at 
Leatherhead, Surrey. H e w ould be very pleased to 
hear from  any o f  his old com rades.

R E G IM E N T A L  M U S E U M

T h e  M id d lesex  R egim ent M useum  T ru s t  is dated 
D ecem ber 7, 1976, and is registered w ith  the C harity 
Com m issioners.

T h e  T ru stees  are:
L t  C ol T .  W . C hattey, o b e  (C hairm an); M aj G en

B. P. H ughes, CB , c b e ,  M aj G en  S ir  John W illoughb y, 
k b e ,  c b ,  T h e  M ayor o f  the L ondon Borough o f 
H aringey, L t  C ol J. D . G unnell, t d ,  M aj W . G . A . 
C rum ley, M aj C . L . Law rence, m c , M aj R. W . J. 
S m ith, m b e  (C urator), M aj A . E . F . W aldron, m b e  

(Secretary).
T h e  trustees m eet tw ice a year usually in A p ril and 

N ovem ber.
T h e  m ajority o f  m edals stolen from  the m useum  

last A p ril have been recovered b y  the C iv il Police 
and handed over to the C urator.

T h e  follow ing are recent acquisitions for the 
" m u s e u m :

From  the Q ueens Regim ent
T h e  Q ueens R egim ent have very kindly presented 

to the m useum  two fram ed scrolls g iv in g  the details 
o f our various C o lo n els-in -C h ief and Colonels o f  the 
R egim ent since our origin. T h e y  also show  all the 
C om m anding Officers o f both the is t  and 2nd Bns

since 1881. C ol J. N . Shipster, c b e ,  d s o ,  had this 
w ork done when he was C om m anding the is t  Bn 
in 1965-66.

T h e  follow ing items w ere also presented b y  the 
Q ueens R egim ent: tw o G uidons, one button press 
w ith  Regim ental crest, two m ounted cross belt plates, 
the fram ed fragm ents o f both the Regim ental and 
Q ueens C olo u r o f the 57th Foot (N ovem ber 1887- 
M arch  1908). A .E .F .W .

M e d a ls  o f  S gt C . C . B a ld r y

T h is  group o f m edals consist o f  the 19 14 -15  Star, 
British W ar M edal, V icto ry  M edal and the L o n g  
S ervice M edal and G o o d  C on duct M edal. T h e  three 
cam paign m edals are m arked L/4832, S g t C . C . 
B aldry and the L S  and G C  m edal shows the rank o f 
C orporal Enlisting, A pril 27, 1896. C harles C lifford 
B aldry was, at the time o f his decease in 1975, our 
oldest ‘D ieh ard ’ in age and our oldest soldier in 
service. H e was serving w ith  the is t  B n in  S outh 
A frica  under the C om m and o f L t  C ol A . A . H ill, w ho 
was later to com m and the 2nd Bn during the B oer 
W ar, w hen he was detailed as ‘ waiting m an’ for the 
draft from  the is t  Bn to  the 2nd B n serving in  India. 
T h is  draft were on the Warren Hastings when it was 
w recked o ff the island o f reunion on January 14, 
1897. Posted to the H om e Establishm ent, he was a 
m em ber o f  the D epo t S taff when the R egim ental 
D epo t opened at M ill H ill in 1905. H e later joined the 
3rd Bn at T an glin  Barracks, Singapore, later m oving 
w ith  the Battalion to India. W hilst in India he was 
seconded for duty to the B en gal-N agpur railway and 
also as instructor to the C aw npore R ifle V olunteers. 
D u rin g the D elh i D u rbar in 1912 he was a m em ber o f 
the escort w hen K in g  G eorge V  travelled b y  train 
from  Calcutta to Bom bay. H e returned to E ngland 
w ith  the 3rd Bn in D ecem ber 19 14 and served w ith  
the Battalion in France w here during the trench 
warfare in the w inter o f  1915 he suffered frostbite at 
Y pres. H e was discharged as unfit for active service 
in 1917 and for the next 30 years was em ployed as a 
clerical officer in the M in istry o f  Pensions.

Presented b y  his w idow  M rs C . C . B aldry o f 
A lbuhera Close.

M e d a ls  o f  P te  A . H . F . C u m m in g

T h is  group o f m edals consist o f the 19 1 4 - 15 Star, 
British W ar M edal and the V icto ry  M edal. A ll three 
m edals are engraved 2636 Pte A . H . F . C um m ing. 
A rchie C um m ing was one o f  tw o brothers w ho served 
w ith  our 2/ioth  Battalion in G allipoli, E gyp t and 
Palestine. D u rin g  the latter cam paign the ancient city  
o f Jerusalem was captured from  th e T u rk s  in 
D ecem ber 1917, and appears on ou r C olo urs as one 
o f the ten chosen battle honours for 19 14 -19 . H e 
was a valued stretcher bearer w ho w ith o ut doubt 
saved m any a w ounded soldier, som e o f  w hom  are 
w alking about today w ho w ou ld  otherw ise be resting 
in the sand o f  the desert at G aza, w here lie Israelites, 
Philistines, T u rk s , Crusaders, N apoleon ’s soldiers 
and ‘ D iehards’ . A fter dem obilisation A rchie C u m ­
m ing was for m any years the Secretary o f  the 2/ioth 
B n O C A , g iv in g his service voluntary to the 
com rades-in-arm s o f his youth.

Presented b y  his nephew , M r  P . C um m ing.
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G o ld  C ig a r e t te  C a s e

T h is  hall m arked cigarette case has the Regim ental 
crest engraved on the front and the initials R .T .V . in 
m onogram  on the back. Inside the case is engraved 
‘T o  Com m em orate T h e  G reat European W ar 
19 14 -19 18  ‘H .V .’ i i . i i . i 8 ’ .

T h e  R egim ental crest is that know n som e years ago 
as ‘the 3rd Battalion pattern' and has the D u ke of 
C am b rid ge ’s C yp h er betw een the honour scroll and 
the junction  at the bottom  o f  the tw o laurel branches. 
A b o ve the honour scroll is a R oyal D ukes coronet 
surm ounted b y  the Prince o f  W a le ’s Plum e and m otto 
‘ Ich D ie n ’ . T h e  name scroll bears the legend ‘D C O  
M idd lesex R egt’ . A  sim ilar crest is to be found on the 
covers o f the C ou n try  L ife  series, ‘T h e  story o f  T h e  
D u ke o f C am b rid ge ’s O w n (M id dlesex R egt)’ p u b ­
lished in 1916, the m ost authoritative history o f  the 
1 iegim ent, as against individual Battalions published 
up to that date. U nfortu nately, the crest on this 
publication show s a crow n instead o f  a coronet w hich 
is an error.

R obert T .  Venn, E sq., was granted a T em p orary  
C om m ission as a Second L ieutenant, M arch  25, 
19 15, the same day as the 19th (Service) Bn (Second 
P u b lic  W orks Pioneers) was form ed by L t  C o l John 
W ard, m p , the ‘ N avvies M P ’ , w ho also raised the 18th 
(F irst P ub lic W orks Pioneers), 25th (G arrison) and 
the 26th (T h ird  P u b lic  W orks Pioneers). T h e  19th 
B n w ere recruited from  Staffordshire m iners as were 
the 18th, John W ard being L a b o u r M P  for Stoke-on- 
T ren t. T h e  C olo urs o f  the 18th B n w ere laid up in 
the Parish C h u rch  o f  S to k e-o n -T ren t, w here they 
rem ain to this day.

T h e  19th Bn w ent to France in M a y  1916, as 
Pioneers to the 4 1st D iv  in w hich the 23rd (Second 
Football) Bn o f  the R egim ent w as also serving, the 
C om m anding O fficer being L t  C ol A . Innes Irons, 
w ho rem ained in com m and throu ghout their ex ­
instance. T h e  Battalion did trojan service in France 
build in g duck board tracks and roads to enable a 
sm oother and m ore com fortable m ode o f  m ovem ent 
for our arm ies. In N o vem b er 19 17, th ey m oved to 
Italy when British troops w ere sent to this theatre o f 
w ar to help the Italian A rm y against the Austrians 
w ho w ere m aking territorial advances. A  quick return 
was m ade to the W estern Front in  M arch  1918, when 
L t  V enn and his m en jo in ed  the A llied  Forces 
resisting the great G erm an O ffensive, the cry  being, 
‘T h e y  shall not pass’ . O n  M arch  23, the Pioneers 
dow ned their picks and shovels and w ent into the 
line, using their rifles and bayonets. T h e  units on the 
flanks w ithdrew , b ut the Pioneers held on and in ­
flicted casualties on the enem y until, at last, th ey  w ere 
com pelled to w ithdraw . A fter  three days rest they 
w ere once again in the line, rem aining there for three 
days w hen they w ere then relieved b y  the 23rd 
Battalion. T h e  battle honour ‘Bapaum e 19 18 ’ was 
one o f  the nine aw arded to the 19th Bn, one that was 
well earned as a fighting unit.

A fte r  the signing o f  the A rm istice, N o vem b er 11, 
1918, the Battalion w ent to G erm an y as part o f  the 
A rm y  o f O ccupation  w here at U nter-E schb ach, the 
presentation o f  C olo urs to the Battalion was m ade by 
the A rm y  C om m ander, G en  S ir  H erbert Plum m er, 
F eb ru ary  12, 1919, the C o lo u r Ensign b eing L t  R. T . 
V enn. T h is  C o lo u r was laid up in S t P au l’s C h u rch , 
M ill H ill, on N o vem b er 5, 1923. A  duplicate C olo u r

is on display in the Regim ental museum  at Bruce 
Castle. L t  V enn left the Battalion from  U nter- 
Eschbach, returning to civil life where he later took 
H oly Orders, becom ing a Chaplain in the Royal N avy 
from  w hich  he has now  retired.

Presented by the R ev R. T .  Venn.

Note
C ol A . Innes Irons, d s o ,  was interned when the 

G erm ans overran Poland in 1939, where he was a| 
business executive. T h e  G erm ans respected him  as a 
soldier, allow ing him  to retain his decorations and 
m edals. In 1945 the Russians occupied Poland and 
confiscated the property o f  Col Irons including his 
m ilitary souvenirs and his medals. T h e  Regim ental 
Association was later able to help him  to have a 
replacem ent made. d

R .W .J .S . f

M e d a ls  o f  L c p l S. C o a te s  (L/12174)

T h is  group o f m edals consist o f the 1914 Star, 
British W ar M edal and V icto ry  M edal, also the 
bronze plaque given to the next-of-kin o f service 
personnel w ho died during W orld W ar I. S yd n ey 
Coates joined the 2nd Bn after com pleting his recruit 
training at the D epot, M ill H ill, and rem ained with 
this Battalion until killed in action at Bacquerot, 
N ovem ber 28, 1914. A  tall thin lad, he was prom ptly 
given the nicknam e ‘R azo r’, and as R azor C oates, he 
remains in the m em ory o f his surviving com rades. 
A n  efficient soldier, he was aw arded the badge o f  an 
expert Judge o f D istance at the annual F ield  T ra in in g  
in 1912, one o f  ‘A ’ C o y , ‘star m en’ . T h e  year follow ­
ing he qualified as a marksman and as a first class 
soldier sailed on the troopship Soudan for M alta, 
S eptem ber 3, 1913, being appointed Lance-C orporal 
the same m onth. O n the outbreak o f war in  A ugust,
1914, the R egular A rm y returned hom e from  over­
seas garrisons as q uickly as possible to join  the B E F  
in  France, and Belgium . T h e  2nd Bn w ent out to the 
W estern Front, N ovem ber 5, 1914, and occupied the 
trenches at N eu ve Eglise on the 14th where on theg 
17th the first casualties occurred. T e n  days la te "  
L cp l C oates’ section was on the fire-step at Rue de 
Bacquerot, covering the change-over as the Battalion 
relieved the W est Y orksh ire Regim ent. It was here 
that R azor Coates was killed in action being either the 
fourth or the fifth other rank o f  the Battalion to be 
killed in W o rld  W ar I.

Presented by his sister-in-law, M rs N . E. Coates.

B E L G IA N  N A T I O N A L  D A Y  
A N N U A L  P A R A D E

T h e  A nnual Parade o f the A m icale des Anciens 
C om battant Beiges en G rande— Bretaque, this year 
was held on Sunday, July 17. A s has been the 
practice for m any years since the last w ar, th e ^ k  
R egim ental Association supplied a contingent o f o ld ^ P 11 
soldiers and the R egim ental Standard.

Im m ediately after the G u ard  C hanging cerem ony 
by the H ousehold C avalry  the Parade M arshall,
G . G lo rieu x, E sq ; form ed up the 20 contingents on 
the H orse G uards Parade. M em bers o f  the Regim ent 
present on parade were M aj D ick  Sm ith, O C  D e ­
tachm ent, M aj Bert Peasley, M essrs C harlie A sh b y
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(4th Bn), T o m  Brider (2nd Bn), D avid  Bennett (1st 
Bn), A . R. D rane (2nd Bn), A lex  Ellis (7th Bn), A lbert 
G ale (8th B n ) ,C harlie G arrard (8th Bn and R A ), T im  
H arrison (3rd Bn), Stan  K ersw ill (9th Bn), T o m m y 
L ack (R F ), F. L o n g (9th Bn), Reggie M eers (9th 
Bn), A rth u r M atthew s (4th Bn), A . J. M artin (9th 
Bn), S yd  M ullett (2nd Bn), H. W . W atson (K ens) 
and Bill W righ t (4th Bn).

Q uite a large crow d o f  spectators watched the parade 
.^^many o f them  foreign visitors w ho originally cam to 
^ ^ w itn ess  the G u ard  C hanging cerem ony and remained 

to w atch ou r parade. H eaded by the M iddlesex 
Y eom anry O C A  M ilitary Band under the com m and 
o f  the President C o l S . J. W illiam s, m b e , t d ,  the 
brother o f our M aj V ic  W illiam s, m b e, playing a good 
robust quick-step, the parade m arched through the

• Archw ay paying com plim ents to the dismounted 
sentry and sw inging into W hitehall w ith  great pride 
and elan. C om plim ents w ere again paid at the 
C entotaph on arrival, where the parade halted and 
form ed three sides o f a square. O ur Standard borne 
b y  Stan K ersw ill then took up position in front o f our 
contingent w hilst M aj Sm ith  took up position with 
the personnel w ho were to lay wreaths on the steps 
o f the Cenotaph, M aj Peasley being the wreath- 
bearer for this solem n cerem ony.

A fter the laying o f  wreaths had been com pleted the 
buglers sounded the L a st Post and R eveille, followed

b y the band playing the Brabançonne, the Belgian 
N ational A nthem , and G o d  Save T h e  Q ueen, after 
w hich H is E xcellency T h e  Belgian Am bassador, 
M onsieur Robert Vaes, and staff m oved to take up 
their positions on the dias on H orse G uards Parade, 
ready for the M arch Past.

T h e  parade made the return m arch to the H orse 
G uards Parade paying com plim ents to the sentries 
and to the Am bassador as w e m arched past the 
Saluting Base. T h e  M arch  Past was follow ed b y His 
E xcellency visiting each contingent. O n  reaching our 
ow n contingent he asked ‘W here is the old m en you 
have on parade’ . H e was inform ed we had no old men 
on parade, but A lb ert G ale w ho is com ing up to 92 
years was present fit, proud and ready for his in­
spection. M onsieur Vaes im m ediately m ade his w ay to 
A lb ert, shook his hand and com plim ented him  as did 
C ol K . D ew u lf, the A ttache M ilitaire. Both these 
dignitaries left our contingent w ith  happy smiles.

T h e  parade was then dism issed b y the Parade 
M arshall som e m aking their w ay to the L ondon 
D istrict Sergeants M ess in Scotland Y a rd  w hilst 
others repaired to their homes. T h e  sun had shone 
throughout, the com radeship betw een our Belgian 
A llies and the British re-affirm ed, m aking a proud 
parade and successful cerem ony.

M aj D ick  Sm ith.

OBITUARY

B i r d s a l l — O n O ctob er 3, 1977, ex-S gt Ernest 
Birdsall (TF/2702), aged 83 years. Freddie 
B irdsall enrolled in the 2/7th Bn (T F )  o f the 
R egim ent w hen this second line T erritorial 
Battalion was form ed in S eptem ber 1914, and w ith 
this Battalion served in H ornsey, Barnet, Egham , 
G ibraltar, C ario, El D abraa, M ersa M atruh, 
S olum , L a  V entie and Rom en where the Battalion

•  was disbanded in July 1916. Prom oted C orporal 
19 days after join ing he was one o f the quick- 
learners o f the Battalion o f  youngsters becom ing 
adept q uickly at all m ilitary exercises. T h is  was 
proved when the results w ere published after a 
course at the G uards School at Zeitow n, E gypt, in 
O ctob er 1915, w hen the four N C O s  o f the 
Battalion finished w ith  the highest marks. Sgt 
B irdsall’s results w ere: Engineering Sanitation and 
A dm inistration, 86 per cent; Practical M usketry, 
94 per cent; and D rill, 100 per cent, the highest 
awarded. T h is  result he said w ere due to the train­
in g he received from  R S M  B ob D outhet, a soldier 
o f  the old school w hom  a num ber o f  us rem em ber 
as R S M  o f  the 2nd Bn in 1919. O n disbandm ent 
o f the 2/7th Bn, July 1916, Freddie was posted to 
the 1 st Bn London Rifle Brigade, serving w ith  them

• until w ounded at L e ize  W ood, Septem ber 10,
1916. O n discharge from  hospital he was posted as 
an instructor to the 5th (Reserve) Bn T h e  London 
R egim ent at D aw lish  in January 1917» rem aining 
w ith  this unit until dem obilisation in February 
1919. A  loyal m em ber o f the Regim ental Associa­
tion, he kept in correspondence from  his hom e in 
C o lw yn  Bay, N orth  W ales, when age and in­
firmities prevented him  m aking his annual jou rn ey

to jo in  his com rades at the annual reunion. 
W hen the 1st Bn o f  the Regim ent w ere serving in 
G ibraltar, 1963-65, he visited the R ock and had his 
photograph taken standing b y  the gun in the same 
pose as he did in 1915, and was a guest o f R S M  K en  
Beale, and the m em bers o f the W O s and Sg/s M ess 
a m em ory he retained w ith  pride and affection until 
the end. R .W .J .S .

B r o w n — O n Septem ber 28, 1977» ex-Pte A lb ert 
Brow n (6197838). A ged  68 years. H e served w ith  
the M idd lesex Regim ent from  1927 to 1935 and 
w ith  the Royal E ngineers from  1937 until 1943, 
when he was discharged m edically unfit.

D a r k — O n  D ecem ber 14, 1976, C ap t E. F. D ark, 
aged 84 years. H e served w ith  the 1 /8th Bn in 
19 14 -18  and after service in G ib raltar w ent to 
France w ith  the Battaion on M arch  6, 1915. H e 
was in the first and second gas attacks. H e w as also 
the last know n officer w ho served w ith  the 1 /8th 
(1914-18 ).

B e a d n e l l — O n  A u gu st 31, 1977, L in d a, w ife o f  the 
late M aj Law rence Beadnell.

F a r r o w — O n A u gu st 11 , 1977, V iolet, w ife o f  the 
late M aj H . Farrow , m b e.

C l a y d e n — O n  Septem ber 14, 1977, L t C ol H arry 
W illiam  (Bill) C alyden, aged 83 years.

H e enlisted into the H ousehold C avalry, 
R egular A rm y and jo in ed  the 2nd L ife  G uards 
(N o 3018) on S eptem ber 11 , 1914, and proceeded
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to join  the B E F  in France on M a y  18, 1915. H e 
returned to the U K  on N o vem b er 11 , 1917. H e 
was appointed to a Regular C om m ission as 
Second L ieutenant, T h e  M idd lesex Regim ent, and 
joined the 5th (Reserve) Bn on February 27, 1918, 
and proceeded to join  the B E F  in France and was 
posted to the 4th Bn on S eptem ber 27, 1918. He 
was evacuated to U K  on O ctob er 8, 1918, after an 
accidental in ju ry and after convalescence joined 
the 2nd Bn on July 4, 1919.

O n  A u gu st 21, 1919, he em barked for Egypt. 
Prom otion to L ieutenant took place on A ugust 27, 
1919. H e accom panied the 2nd Bn to Singapore on 
January 2 1 , 1922, and to India on O ctober 6, 1924. 
O n  A pril 1 1, 1926, he was posted from  the 2nd Bn 
in India to the D epo t for a tour o f  duty and was 
appointed A djutant D epo t on O ctob er 4, 1926. 
H e vacated this appointm ent on July 10, 1929, 
and was posted to the 1st Bn U K . O n O ctgber 1, 
19 3 1, he was posted to the D epot for a tour o f  duty. 
O n  O ctob er 2, 1933, he was posted to  the 2nd Bn 
U K . Prom otion to C aptain came on A p ril 14, 
1934. H e was A djutan t o f  the 9th Bn T A  (U K ) 
from  D ecem ber 21, 1934, until D ecem ber 6, 1938. 
H e was prom oted M ajor on A u gu st 6, 1938. H e 
retired on A p ril 20, 1939. H e was em ployed as a 
retired officer at the D epo t from  A p ril 20, 1939, 
until D ecem ber 11 , 1939. H e was recalled for 
service and was posted to the M G T C  on A p ril 20,
1940. O n  O ctob er 22, 1940, he assum ed d uty as 
Local D efen ce Com m ander, Lichfield  Aerodrom e 
and on Septem ber 12, 1941, was prom oted
Lieutenant C olonel. H e ceased to be the Local 
D efence C om m ander at Lichfield  A erodrom e on 
June 12, 1942, and was appointed H om e G uard 
T ra in in g  O fficer N o  3 Zone, L ichfield . H e joined 
the 26 M achine G u n  T ra in in g  C entre on N o vem ­
ber 1, 1944, and was released from  M ilitary  Service 
on A u gu st 14, 1946.

H e was in possession o f  the follow ing m edals: 
1914—15 Star, British W ar M edal, V icto ry  M edal, 
D efen ce M edal, W ar M ed al, 1939-45.

T h e  funeral took place on Septem ber 20, 1977, 
at W orcester C rem atorium , as was attended by 
M aj A . E. F. W aldron, m b e , w ho also represented 
M aj G en  S ir  John W illo u gh b y, k b e ,  c b ,  and 
L t  C ol R. W . C h attey, o b e .

C r a w f o r d — O n July 26, 1977, C ol M ervyn  C ra w ­
ford, DSO, d l ,  j p ,  aged 76 years. C ol M . C raw ford  
was appointed to a R egular A rm y  C om m ission as a 
Second Lieutenant M id d lesex  R egim ent on 
D ecem ber 23, 1921, and was prom oted Lieutenant 
on D ecem ber 23, 1923. H e was appointed G arrison 
A djutan t and S ta ff C aptain C airo Brigade A rea 
*933 to j 936. Prom otion to C aptain was on 
A u gu st 21, 1935. H e was A d ju tan t to the 9th Bn, 
D ecem ber 6, 1938. B etw een these appointm ents he 
served w ith  the 1st and*2nd Bns. H e was prom oted 
to M ajor on D ecem ber 23, 1938. O n S eptem ber 27, 
1940, he was appointed 2 IC  o f  the 2nd Bn and on 
M a y  13, 1942, appointed to C om m and the i(8th 
Battalion. C ol C raw ford  took the Battalion to 
N orm andy in June 1944 w ith  the 43rd W essex D iv  
and led them  through France, Belgium  and 
H olland and over the R hine to G erm an y and the 
end o f  the w ar in Europe.

H e w as appointed D epu ty  Colonel 6th A ir 
L anding Brigade M E F  on July 10, 1945, and was 
granted the A ctin g rank o f C olonel. H e re­
linquished this appointm ent on M arch 22, 1946.
O n June 1, 1946, he was appointed to com m and 
H aifa Base until D ecem ber 11 , 1946.

O n  M a y  11, 1948, he was appointed to com m and 
the 1 st Bn and took the Battalion to H ong K o n g  in
1949. H e was prom oted substanstive Lieutenant 
Colonel on June 2, 1948. H e relinquished c o m - ^  
m and o f  the 1st Bn at the end o f  1949 and w as^ p) 
O fficer in Com m and R P C  T ra in in g  Centre, 
M arch 28, 1950.

H e retired on retired pay from  the A ctive  L ist on 
A ugust 21, 1950, and was granted the honorary 
rank o f  Colonel.

H e was in possession o f the follow ing m edals 
D S O , M ention in Despatches, 1939-45 S ta r ,^ » 1 
France and G erm any Star, D efence M edal, W ar 
M edal, 1939-45 General Service M edal w ith  Clasp 
Palestine.

H e was appointed D epu ty  Lieutenant, C oun ty of 
D um fries, on June 12, 1973.

T h e  funeral took place on July 29, 1977, and was 
attended by L t  C ol T .  W . C hattey, o b e ,  President 
Regim ental Association, M aj G en  C . M . M . M an, 
c b ,  o b e ,  m c  and M rs M an, Brig R. A . G w yn , o b e  

and M rs G w yn , L t  C ol G . L . F ox, t d ,  d l ,  M aj M c 
K . R. Biggs and M rs Biggs, M aj F . J. Bennett,
M aj A . E. F. W aldron, m b e , C apt R. M . Fox and 
L t  G . Freeborn.

D e e v e s — O n Septem ber 11 , 1977, L t  Thom as 
W illiam  D eeves, C M C , c b e ,  m c  and Bar, aged 
84 years.

D u rin g the First W orld W ar he served w ith  the 
16th (Public W orks) Bn o f the M iddlesex R egt and 
was aw arded the M ilitary Cross and Bar. H e was in 
possession o f a 90 per cent d isability pension having 
lost an arm during the hostilities.

H e joined the C ivil Service in 1904 retiring in 
1954. Form er assistant Secretary M in istry  o f  F o o d ^ - 
and Foreign Office. H e was aw arded the C B E  1949^ 0) 
and the C M G  1953. H e was for 20 years the 
President o f  the C halfont S t Peter Branch o f  the 
Royal British Legion  retiring 18 m onths ago due 
to illness. H e also served on the com m ittees o f the 
Football and C ricket clubs and on the Parish 
C ouncil. H e was very proud o f  his Regim ent and 
was a staunch m em ber o f the Regim ental A ssocia­
tion and in his younger days regularly attended 
R egim ental functions. T h e  coffin was draped with 
the Regim ental Flag and two buglers from  the 
R A F  sounded ‘ Last Post’ and ‘R eveille’ .

D o u t h e t — O n M ay 10, 1977, L t  (Q M ) Robert 
T h om as D outhet (L/7495 and 6188351), aged 91 
years. Bob D o u th et enlisted into the R egim ent 
July 12, 1901, aged 16 years, b ut b y  adding tw o ^  
years to his age enlisted into the ranks o f the new ly 
form ed 3rd B n keen and eager to jo in  the Field 
A rm y in South A frica, then in action w ith  the 
Boers. Before his Regular A rm y enlistm ent he 
had served in the M ilitia Battalions for tw o m onths 
enrolled as a m em ber o f  the 6th Bn (M ilitia) and 
attached to the 5th Bn (M ilitia) at H ounslow  due 
to the 6th Bn b eing in S outh Africa. A t  this date
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H ounslow  was the Regim ental D epot, shared with 
the Royal Fusiliers. In 1902 the 3rd Bn sailed for 
S outh A frica  on the T ransport Assaye on M arch 
11 , the destination being St H elens to guard Boer 
prisoners. T h e  troops w ere in great spirits and 
under the com m and o f  L t  C ol E. V . Bellers who 
had served in the Zulu  W ar o f 1879, w ith  the 57th 
‘T h e  Jolly D iehards’ , the special tune o f the 57th 
and 1 st Bn was played as they sailed. A t  D eadw ood 
C am p on July 31, the W ar G ratu ity  was paid to the 
troops, the Boer W ar having ended on M ay 31. 
In A u gu st 1902 Bob had his foot on the first rung 
o f  prom otion ladder, being appointed Lance- 
C orporal on the 5th. T h e  3rd Bn was next gar­
risoned at M idd elb urg T ransvaal where rum ours of 
d isbandm ent were dispelled, the Battaion being 
chosen as one o f  the perm anent Battalions in South 
A frica. L cp l D outhet was on parade when H E  T h e  
R t H on V iscou n t M ilner, g c b ,  g c m g ,  H igh C o m ­
m issioner o f S outh Africa, presented Colours to the 
Battalion, February 3, 1904, the only Colours they 
w ere to have. A  grant was m ade from  the Battalion 
funds for the m en’s dinner on this occasion, the 
troops recalling the feast for m any years after. 
O n  A pril 1, 1904, Bob was prom oted C orporal to 
com plete the establishm ent. T w o  m onths later, he 
was presented w ith the Q ueen ’s South Africa 
m edal, after church parade, Sunday, June 5. 
D u e to the M edal given to the Battalion who served 
in St H elena as guards not taking part in an action 
there w ere no clasps awarded, the medal becom ing 
knowm in the Regim ent as ‘the bare-arsed South 
A frican ’ , and still so know n to this day. Christm as 
D a y 1905, was spent at M idd elb urg, the troops 
b eing v isited in their C om pany dining room  b y  the 
C om m anding Officer, L t  C ol W . S cott-M oncrieff, 
w hilst the band played ‘T h e  Roast B eef o f O ld 
England ’ .

T h e  Battalion’s next m ove was to C hina, where 
detachm ents w ere at Peking and T ien tin  as w ell as 
on the island o f  H on g K o n g. A t  Peking there were 
ten Legation G uards, Am erican, Austro- 
H ungarians, Belgian, D u tch , French, G erm an, 
Italian, Japanese, Russian as well as the British. 
N atu rally  this caused m uch com petition between 
the different nationalities in the smartness o f  their 
turnout and drill. C urren t reports in the local 
papers gave great com m endation to the British 
guard o f w hom  C p l D o u th et was one. Appointed 
L ance-Sergeant, January 15, 1906, he remained 
overseas until D ecem ber 13 o f  that year, when he 
was transferred to the H om e Establishm ent join ing 
the 4th Bn. A  good instructor his prom otion to 
Sergeant cam e on M arch  3, 1909, he rem aining 
w ith  the 4th Bn until posted to the 7th Bn (T e rri­
torial) as a Perm anent S taff Instructor, M ay 1, 
1912.

H is hum ou r and ability, plus understanding o f 
his keen volunteers m ade him  im m ensely popular 
w ith  his ‘ S atu rd ay-N igh t S old iers’ , as the T e r r i­
torial was named prior to 1914. H e taught his 
T erritoria ls how  to becom e good rifle shots as he 
was h im self and during W o rld  W ar I. T h e  7th 
B n had fought in 25 m ajor actions and w ere 
aw arded 19 Battle H onours. W hen the 2/7th Bn 
was form ed S eptem ber 5, 1914, he was prom oted 
to be its first Regim ental Sergeant M ajor serving 
w ith  this unit in H ornsey, Barnet, Egham , G ib ­

raltar, C ario, M ersa M atruh, Solum , L a  Valentine 
and Rouen until July 1916, when the Battalion was 
disbanded. Posted to the 4/7th Bn at Purfleet on 
July 25, 1916, he was transferred to the new ly 
form ed 7th (Reserve) Bn, a training unit form ed 
from  the am algam ation o f  the 4/7th, 4/8th, 3/9th 
and 4/ioth  Bns on Septem ber 1, 1916. In S ep tem ­
ber, 19 17, he was loaned to the Royal H yin g  C orps 
as an instructor at Bexhill returning to the 7th 
(Reserve) Bn at T u n b rid ge W ells on Feburary 1, 
1918.

W hen the 2nd Bn was re-form ing at Shorncliffe 
in 1919 in preparation to continue its foreign 
service, he was posted to this Battalion as R egi­
m ental Sergeant M ajor rem aining w ith  the 
Battalion during its service in C airo and Singapore 
when he was com m issioned as L ieutenant (Q M ), 
June 13, 1923. A s R S M , he encouraged all ranks to 
becom e good rifle shots and h im self w on the gold 
medal as best shot in the Battalion in 1921, w hilst 
stationed in Cairo. H e returned to the 2nd Bn, 
then serving in India, as Q M  after a furlough and 
com m issioning, rem aining w ith  this Battalion until 
returning on half pay, January 11 , 1930, retiring 
on Retired Pay, June 11 , 1930.

For m any years he was a publican and a very 
popular one too as w ill be recalled b y  a num ber o f 
his m any good friends. H is com pany was m uch 
sought at R egim ental reunions and the annual 
O fficers’ D inner, the com pany seated near him  
being entertained b y  his rem iniscence and 
hum orous ancedotes his w it rem aining razor- 
sharp to the end. W ith the decease o f  Bob D outhet, 
the Regim ent has lost one o f  its renouned 
characters. R .W .J .S .

F i n c h — O n O ctob er 21, 1977, e x -W O II (O R Q M S ) 
A lb ert E dw ard F inch, m b e  (6190175), aged 80 
years. H e first served in the Regim ent from  A pril 
11, 1915 to February 12, 1919, during the F irst 
W o rld  W ar. O n February 13, 1919, he enlisted at 
C hatham  on a R egular A rm y engagem ent and 
served continuously until taking his discharge on 
A u gu st 26, 1946, having com pleted 31 years’ 
service. W h ilst w ith  the Regim ent he saw  service 
in G erm any, Palestine, E gypt, Singapore and 
China. F or very m any years he was the O rd erly  
Room  Q uarter M aster Sergeant o f  the 1st Bn. 
H e was a staunch m em ber o f the Regim ental 
Association. H e was in possession o f  the follow ing 
m edals, M B E , British W ar M edal, V icto ry  M edal, 
D efence M edal, W ar M edal, 1939-45, L S  and G C  
M edal, M eritorious S ervice M edal, G O C ’s C e rti­
ficate for G o o d  Service.

Editor's comment: W hen I was a you n g  soldier 
serving w ith the 1st Bn, Bert F in ch  was v ery  kind 
to m e and I always rem em ber him  w ith  respect and 
affection.

J o y c e — M y  last new sletter stated that no details w ere 
available about the death o f  the late L t  C ol A . R. 
Joyce other than the notification I had received 
from  his solicitors. M aj C . F . C arvell has kindly 
inform ed me that L t  C ol A . R. Joyce served w ith  
the 3rd Bn from  19 15 -18  and was at Y p res, Loas, 
E gypt, Salonika, M accedonia and Constantinople. 
H e was also appointed A djutant o f  the Battalion in



A ugust 19 17 , and held this appointm ents until 
A ugust 1920.

H e em barked for U K  in A p ril 1919 and re­
turned to G erm an y and C ologne in 1920, and also 
saw service in U p p er Silicia until 1921.

In  1922 he transferred to the Royal T a n k  C orps.

L e w i s — O n  A u gu st 6, 1977, ex -L cp l R upert Lew is 
(T F /1959 ) and TF/205237, aged 82 years. ‘R o b b y ’ 
Lew is enrolled in the 8th (T F )  Bn o f  the R egim ent 
on M arch  12, 1913. In 1915 he was w ith  the 
Battalion when it jo in ed  the B E F  in France where 
he saw  violent action at A m bers Ridge and Zone- 
beck. In 1916 he was invalided hom e suffering 
from  T ren ch  fever b ut he was soon back w ith  his 
Battalion on the Som m e. A t  C am brai in N ovem ber 
1 9 17, he was severely w ounded b y  the bursting o f 
a G erm an egg bom b and lay out in N o  M an ’s Land 
for four nights until picked up b y a G erm an 
officer w ho had heard his cries o f distress. H e was 
then a P O W  until the end o f  hostilities. O ne o f  his 
v iv id  m em ories o f  the w ar years was the occasion 
w hen a N C O  w ho was foraging in Zonebeck dis­
covered a Belgian wom an hiding in a cellar. A t  first 
the corporal thought he had unearthed a spy b ut as 
his eyes grew  accustom ed to the dim  light he saw  the 
fugitive was in the late stage o f accouchem ent. He 
im m ediately sent a m an to Y p res to b ring the M O , 
rem aining w ith  the w om an until the arrival o f  the 
doctor w hom  he gave assistance at a successful 
delivery. T h e  C orporal w as know n to R ob b y and his 
com rades o f the Battalion as m idw ife for the re­
m ainder o f  their service. It was a story ably told b y  
a man w ho was the grandson o f  a parson and a nice 
man in his ow n right. H is m edals w ere the 19 14 -15  
Star, British W ar M edal and V icto ry  M edal for 
W o rld  W ar I and the D efen ce M edal for his C ivil 
D efen ce services in W o rld  W ar II. R .W .J .S .

P ike— O n O ctob er 17, 1977, M aj Joseph Ian D avid 
Pike (383555), m c , aged 52 years. D a vid  had a very 
interesting military- career so I (Editor) have 
decided to publish full details w hich  are very 
interesting:
Enlisted into G eneral S ervice C orps,

Territoria l A rm y 11.6.43
Joined fo r em bodied service 5-8-43
T ran sferred  to Royal A rm y S ervice C orps 16.9.43
T ran sferred  to the Royal S cots Fusiliers 15.3.45
T ran sferred  to A rm y A ir  C orps 15.6.45
D ischarged (Sergeant) on appointm ent to

a C om m ission 19.9.47
Served  in N orth  W est E urope from

18.8.44 to 3.1.45 
and India from  14.4.45 to 8 .1.47

A ppo in ted  to an E m ergency C om m ission 
as Second Lieutenant Royal A rm y 
S ervice C orps and prom oted W S  
L ieutenant 20.9.47

Posted to N o rth  W est E urope, Special
A ir  F reigh t U n it (Berlin) 8.9.48

A ppo in ted  from  Em ergency C om m ission 
to a R egular S h ort S ervice C om m ission 
as Lieutenant, R oyal A rm y  Service 
C orp s 2.12.48

Served  in A ir  F reigh t U n its R A S C  from
10.12.48 to 8.2.50

R eturned to U K  D epot Bn, R A S C  9.2.50
Relinquished C om m ission on com pletion 

o f  service, retained the rank o f L ieu ­
tenant and appointed to R A R O  10.2.50

Appointed from  R A R O  to a T erritorial 
A rm y C om m ission as Lieutenant,
G lid er Pilot and Parachute C orps and 
posted to 11 th Para Bn (M X ) T A  4 -4-51

Transferred  to 7th  Bn M iddlesex Regt
T A  2.5.51

A ppointed A ctin g C aptain I
Prom oted C aptain 2 8 .2 .5 ^ ^
A ppointed from  T A  Com m ission to a 

Regular C om m ission as Lieutenant,
T h e  M iddlesex R egt 1 5-7-52

Posted to 1 st Bn T h e  M iddlesex Regt,
U K  1.12.52

Proceeded w ith  1st Bn T h e  M iddlesex 
R egt to Austria and taken on strength 
B T A  23.4.53

Prom oted Captain 31.1.54
R eturned to U K  23.5.55
Posted to F A R E L F  for 5 M alay Regt,

M alaya 4 -7-55
Joined 5 M alay R egt 5.8.55
Posted to 2 M alay R egt 16.6.56
R eturned to U K  27.5.58
Posted to Federation M ilitary College,

K uala Lu m pu r, M alaya 7. n  .58
Posted from  Federation M ilitary C ollege

to Federation o f  M alaya A rm ed Forces 21.1.60 
R eturned to U K  15.2.60
Posted to 1st Bn T h e  M iddlesex Regt,

B A O R  18.4.60
Prom oted M ajor 4.12.61
Returned w ith  unit to U K  23.5.62
Posted as Perm anent S taff to D epo t and

T r g B n A C C  11.2.63
Posted to 1 st Bn T h e  M iddlesex Regt,

G ibraltar 1.6.65
R eturned to U K  w ith unit 2.10.65
E m ergency tour— British G uiana

from 4.4.66 to 2 2 .9 .6 J^  
Re-designation o f unit to 4th Bn Q u een ’s

R egt 31.12.66
Struck o ff strength 4th Bn Q ueen ’s R egt 2.1.67 
Posted to H Q  Cyrenaica A rea 5 1 .6 7
A ppointed C am p Com m andant, H Q

C yrenaica Area 16.1.67
Returned to U K  to D epot Q u een ’s R egt 27.10.67
Posted to H Q  Lan d Forces H ong K o n g  17.1.68
A ppointed  C am p C om m andant H Q

L an d Forces H ong K o n g  31.1.68
Returned to U K  D epot Q u een ’s R egt 3 r .7.69
Posted to H Q  Southern Com m and U K  16.9.69
A ppointed S O 2 (T rg ) H Q  Southern

Com m and 14.1.70
Relinquished above appointm ent 14.10.71
Posted to D epot, Q u een ’s D ivision  15.10.71
A ttached  to A rm y Y o u th  C entre, H arro-

gate from  28.5.72 to i 7-8-7^ p
Posted to 1st B n Q u een ’s R egt I5-9-72
Retired on retired pay 1-4-76

H e was in possession o f the follow ing m edals: 
M ilitary  C ross (L ondon Gazette) 29.7.58, France 
and G erm any Star, D efen ce M edal, W a r M edal 
1939-45, General Service M edal w ith  clasp
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M alaya (1955), Federation o f M alaya A ctive 
Service M edal (Pingar K hidm at Barbakti).

T h e  funeral was attended by the follow ing: 
L t  C ol T .  W . C hattey, o b e ,  President Regimental 
Association, C ol J. N . Shipster, c b e ,  d s o ,  D epu ty 
C olonel, Q u een ’s R egt (M iddlesex) and M rs. 
Shipster, B rig  A . E. G reen, d s o ,  o b e ,  C ol I. H. 
Battye, m b e  and M rs Battye, C ol A . S . J. de S. 
C layton, o b e ,  C ol M . V . H ayw ard, o b e ,  M rs Jean 
C layden, L t  C ol J. R. B. W orton and M rs W orton, 

fc M rs J. G . W . D avidson, L t  C ol N . F. L egge and 
M rs L egge, L t  C ol H. M . du V . Lohan and M rs 
L o h an , L t  C ol J. S . B. Pollard and M rs Pollard, 
M aj P. D onovan, m b e , M aj C . H. M ieville, m c , 

C apt A . C . M ieville, M aj W . G . A . C rum ley, M aj
G . G orin g, C ap t P. J. A . Pielow  and C apt R. J. 
T arrant, m sm .

P r i n g l e — O n O ctober 22, 1977, C ol W illiam  Ernest 
Pringle, M C , t d ,  d l ,  j p ,  aged 79 years. H e served 
w ith  the M idd lesex R egt throughout the 19 14-18  
war. H e com m anded the 7th Bn 1936-39. H onorary 
C olonel 7th Bn from  1959. D epu ty  Lieutenant for 
the C ou n ty  o f  M iddlesex 1947. Past President 
B ritish  Jewellers Association.

T h e  funeral was attended b y M aj G en  Sir John 
W illo ughb y, k b e ,  c b ,  L t C ol J. D . G unnell, t d ,  

L t  C ol G . C . D . S cott-L o w e, t d ,  M aj R. Bartram , 
t d ,  and M rs Bartram , M aj M . J. Beaum ont, t d ,  

M aj R. W . J. Sm ith, m b e , Maj A . E. F . W aldron, 
m b e , M aj E . L . W allis.

T i p p i n g — O n  July 23, 1977, ex -S gt John H enry 
T ip p in g  (L/12579), aged 82 years. Jack T ip p in g  
enlisted into the R egim ent from  the Royal H iber­
nian M ilitary  School on A lbuhera D a y 1909, a 
m ilitary school w hich has produced some notable 
Regim ental characters such as Julius C oughlan, 
m c , d c m ,  the last o f  a fam ily o f ‘ D iehards’ , and 
Patsy Edw ards, v c , in addition to D rum m er M . 
G ill o f the 77th  w ho captured the Russian bugle 

^  after a hand to hand fight during the C rim ea W ar. 
W  Jack T ip p in g  jo in ed  the C orps o f D rum s o f the 

2nd Bn then serving in G uernsey, and im m ediately 
becam e a m em ber o f  the sports team, having been 
one o f the school’s outstanding runners prior to his 
enlistm ent. H e rem ained a m em ber o f the track 
team  until m ade a P O W  in M arch  19 17 on the 
H indenberg L ine. H e was w ith the Battalion when 
it w ent to M alta in S eptem ber 1913, at the start 
o f  a tour o f foreign service, the tour being cut short 
on the outbreak o f  war in A u gu st 1914. Joining the 
B E F  in France in N o vem b er i 9 J4 » under the 
com m and o f L t  C ol ‘ D igger’ H ayes he was in 
action during the first engagem ent at N euve 
Eglise and on M arch  10, 1915, was in the Battle 
o f  N euve C hapelle, the fiercest bom bardm ent that 
had so far been fired by ou r artillery took place 

 ̂ before the attack. U nfortu nately the shells had
w missed the G erm an trenches and w ire entangle­

ments in a hollow  where the Battalion w ere attack­
ing, the G erm an m achine-guns decimated the 
Battalion to the extent o f  nine killed and seven 
w ounded officers, 70 killed, 300 w ounded and 89 
m issing other ranks b y  the end o f the battle. 
T h ree  com panies, w ere alm ost w iped out. From  
this m aelstrom  o f fire, Jack T ip p in g  was one o f  the

few  survivors w ho answered the roll call follow ing 
the battle. H e was present at all the actions, fought 
b y  the 2nd Bn, including that o f  A lb ert, July 1, 
1916, the first day o f the Som m e battles. A gain  he 
was to see his Battalion suffer dire casualties, the 
losses being 22 out o f 23 officers and 600 out o f 650 
other ranks, in the first few  hours o f fighting, C pl 
T ip p in g  being one o f the 50 men, the rem nants o f 
a fine Battalion whose battle casualties w ere the 
greatest o f our Battalions in the war o f 19 14 -19 18 , 
as they w ere in the w hole o f the arm y during the 
C rim ea W ar o f 1854-56, when th ey w ere the 77th 
R egim ent o f Foot. Prom oted to the rank of 
Sergeant after the battle, he was w ith the Battalion 
when it returned to the Som m e after b eing brought 
up to strength b y  drafts and w'as present at the 
attack and capture o f Zenith  T ren ch  where again 
heavy casualties w ere suffered. Jack T ip p in g  was 
one o f the pre-19 14  m em bers o f the Battalion re­
m aining, the m en w ho could be counted on the 
total fingers o f  the hands. O n M arch 16, i 9 I7 . 
during the retreat by the G erm ans to the H in d en ­
berg Line, patrols from  the 2nd Bn w ere sent out 
to h urry the enem y a leader o f  one o f these patrols 
was S gt T ip p in g , w ho did not return being 
w ounded and made P O W . R eturning hom e after 
the signing o f the Arm istice, he was discharged as 
m edically unfit in D ecem ber 1918. O n  discharge 
he becam e an em ployee o f the L ondon G eneral 
O m nibus C om pany, later em igrated to Australia 
w here he becam e a leading light in the O ld  C o n ­
tem ptible Association o f  A ustralia. A  m an o f  great 
public spirit, caring m ore for his fellow  m en than 
for him self, he m ade and kept friends throughout 
this great land, b ut retaining the closest o f  contact 
w ith  the M otherland. D u rin g  the last w ar he 
organised parcel clubs sending m uch valued and 
appreciated parcels to our soldiers in all theatres 
o f war and to the U K . O n  receiving the news o f 
the v ictory o f British armies at El A lem ein, he 
w rote to the C om m anding O fficer o f  the i/7th Bn, 
expressing his jo y  and pride on a later generation o f 
‘D iehards’ . H e also kept up a great volum e o f  cor­
respondence w ith  all the com rades o f  his youth, his 
rem arkable m em ory recalling m ost interesting 
incidents and anecdotes o f their service, including 
that o f the late C ap t C harles Richards (L/9567) o f 
A lderney w ho joined as a recruit at H ounslow  
wearing a bow ler hat ! A s  secretary to the V ictoria 
Branch o f the O ld  C ontem ptibles he read the 
‘S old ier’s S ervice ’ and carried the Branch Standard 
in 1976 Rem em brance services. H e also w on a 
prize for an essay in the ‘T ru e  S to ry ’ section o f the 
D epartm ent o f Veteran A ffairs last year, the prize 
being a book ‘Australian C rim inal H isto ry ’ , 
w hich caused m uch h ilarity am ong his old cronies. 
H e penned a line, thanking m e for the m onthly 
letter for June and the next letter was from  his 
w idow , M rs Rose T ip p in g , telling m e he was speak­
ing to her on the evening o f  July 23 w hen he paused 
then fell o ff his chair. H e had fell in w ith  the ranks 
o f  his 1,450 com rades o f  the 2nd Bn w hose names 
are to be found in the Roll o f H on our o f W o rld  
W ar I. R .W .J .S .

W e s t o n — O n O ctob er 26, 1977, M aj G en  G erard 
Patrick L in ton  W eston, c b ,  c b e ,  d s o ,  aged 67 years. 
T h e  G eneral was com m issioned as Second
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Lieutenant into the M idd lesex R egim ent on 
January 29, 1931. C om m anded 2nd Bn 1943-45. 
Java 1945-46, C om m anded 6 Parachute Brigade 
1947- 49 - D irector O perations S taff M alaya 1953. 
C om m andant A rm y  A ir  C orps 1958-60. D irector 
L and/Air W arfare, W ar Office 1960-64. c b e  i960, 
CB 1962, d s o  1945- T h e  funeral w as attended by 
L a d y  \\ illou ghbv, Brig A . E. G reen, d s o ,  o b e ,  C ol 
A . S . J. de S . C layton, o b e ,  L t C ol J. R. G . 
^ ° r t o n  and M rs W orton, M rs Jean Clayden, 
L t  C ol N . F. L egge and M aj A . E. F . W aldron, 
MBE

C o l M e r v y n  C r a w fo r d

M aj K . R. M e K . B iggs w rites:

C ol M erv yn  C raw ford, an E ld er o f  the C hurch  
since 1952, passed away at D algonar on July 26,
I 977- H e was com m issioned in the M iddlesex 
R egim ent (D u ke o f  C am bridges O w n) in 1921 and by 
1939 he had served on the C ontinent o f  E urope, in 
E gyp t and the M id d le  East, and in South-E ast Asia. 
H is undeviatingly high standard o f  d u ty  and conduct, 
his personal integrity, a talent for getting  q uickly to 
the point and shrew dly assessing both m en and 
situations, conjoined w ith  fair-m indedness, kindness 
and sm iling good hum our earned him  the effection, 
regard and, indeed, the devotion o f  all who served 
under him . A s a senior officer he was know n to his 
soldiers as D a d d y  C raw ford ’ . H is professional 
ability and inner strength w ere dem onstrated w hen 
for three years he held com m and o f  the 8th M id d le­
sex, the M ach in e-G u n  Battalion o f  the 43rd W essex 
D iv , know n to its rivals as ‘the m ost overtrained 
division in the British A rm y ’ . F or his part in the 
O perations w hich took that D ivision from  N orm andy 
to  the C uxhaven  Peninsula in 1944-45, M ervyn  
C raw ford  earned the d s o  and prom otion to full 
C olonel.

O n his retirem ent from  the A rm y in 1950, C ol 
C raw ford  devoted h im self to fresh pub lic  service as 
C o u n ty  C ouncillor, Justice o f  the Peace and E ld er of 
the K irk . A  man o f  deep religious faith, perhaps 
service to the C h u rch  and the m em bers o f  the C hurch  
in his Parish m eant m ost to him . C ertain ly , in the last 
years o f  his life it was this w hich seem ed to be fore­
m ost in his thou ghts. From  1953 until a stroke forced 
him  to curtail his activities in 1972, C ol C raw ford  
was Session C lerk  and P resbvtety  E lder. A ll those 
w ho knew  him  in that capacity have testified to the 
excellence o f  his work and at his funeral the Rev
D . C . A lexan d er testified m ovingly to the special 
relationship he found as M in ister w ith  C ol C raw ford, 
as Session C lerk and afterw ards, and particularly the 
friendship, guidance and encouragem ent w hich he 
received.

A fter a second stroke, shortly  before C hristm as 
1976, M ervy n C raw ford  fought the last battle o f his 
life against failing health, supported b y  the devoted 
care o f  his w ife and fam ily. H e died at hom e, peace­
fu lly , and those o f his friends w ho saw the last look o f 
recognition in his eyes, and heard his laugh for the 
last tim e, w ill never forget a good and overw helm ing 
m odest m an, w ho in  h is  tim e served well his C ountry, 
his R egim ent, his C h u rch , his fellow  m en, and was 
an exam ple to all.

C o l W . E. P r in g le , C , T D , JP, D L

Appreciation by M aj R. Bartram , t d

I first m et W illie Pringle when I was com m issioned 
as a T A  officer in 1929. H e was then com m anding 
‘ D ’ C oy, o f the 7th Bn at T ottenham  and I have en­
jo y ed  his friendship until, sadly, he died on O ctober 
22.

T h e  T ottenham  Com pany, under his leadership, 
was pre-em inent in nearly all fields both m ilitary and 
sporting. H e him self, as he w ould have been the first 
to admit, was not an active sporting participant but 
his enthusiasm , understanding and ever present good 
hum our com m unicated itself, to all under his com ­
m and w ith form idable results.

In turn he becam e 2 IC  under C ol H. A . M urray 
and took over com m and in 1938. H e led the Battalion 
to France in January 1940 w'here it was attached to 
the 3rd D iv  (M aj G en  B. L . M ontgom ery— as he then 
was). W illie Pringle was bitterly disappointed that 
he, in com m on with m ost T A  Battalion com m anders 
w ith  the B E F  was sent back to England, it being felt 
that regular officers should take over. (In ou r case 
we w ere again lucky as having Basil Rackham  as an 
outstanding C O .)

I lost touch with him  until after the w ar but then 
once again m y w ife and I w ere privileged to have his 
friendship and that o f P olly, his w ife, and their two 
sons.

T o  m y m ind his outstanding qualities were his 
generosity, unfailing kindness, im m ense sense of 
hum our and an intense dislike o f hum bug. H e could 
debunk the pom pous and pretentious in one devas­
tating com m ent. M ost o f his pronouncem ents on life 
in general w ould be quite unprintable for this journal 
but w ere greatly enjoyed by all those w ho heard 
them. I understand these qualities extended to his 
w ork as a m agistrate on the H ighgate bench.

A ll w ho knew  him  have lost a great and valued 
friend and our deepest sym pathy goes out to his 
w idow  and fam ily.

L t  C ol G . C . D . S cott-L o w e writes:

H e served in the M iddlesex R egim ent in the First 
W o rld  W ar gaining M ilitary Cross in the final ad­
vance in  1918. A fter the war he joined his local 
T erritoria l unit, the 7th Bn, T h e  M iddlesex R egi­
ment, in 1921 w hich he eventually com m anded in 
l 92>b- F inally he was appointed H onorary Colonel o f 
the unit in 1959, a fitting reward for one w ho had 
devoted m uch o f  his life to the Battalion. In civilian 
life he w as involved in the fam ily jew ellery  business 
where he also achieved distinction. H e was a L iv e ry ­
m an o f  the G oldsm iths C om pany and o f the C lock 
M akers C om pan y and one-tim e President o f  the 
British Jewellers Association. In 1947 he was ap­
pointed D e p u ty  Lieutenant o f the C ou n ty  o f  M id d le­
sex. H e was also a K n igh t o f  the O rder o f  S t John of 
Jerusalem  and as a JP he sat on the bench at H ighgate 
for m any years.

In spite o f  all these activities W illiam  enjoyed life 
to the full and he had a trem endous sense o f  fun. H e 
was indeed a great com panion to his m any friends 
and he will be greatly m issed. T o  his w idow , two 
sons and four grandchildren w e send our deep 
sym pathy.

W H A T  IS  A N  O F F IC E R  T O  D O ?

R etirem ent is a traum atic matter but, like death 
and the Presidency o f  A u d it Boards, absolutely in­
evitable for the Regular Officer. (T h is  short article 
was originally w ritten for the ‘ Funeral D irectors 
G azette ’ and subsequently offered to the ‘R A P C  
Journal’ ; how ever, as both o f  those publications pay 
so badly, it has been re-w ritten for B A R , famed 
am ong journalists for the open-handed, generous, 
and abandoned w ay that it dispenses bags o f gold 

JB coin s for each original work.)

Retirem ent to an officer is usually the result o f one 
o r several o f the follow ing situations:

(a) His propensity to pinch ladies’ bottom s in public 
w hilst having drink taken. T h is  drink having been

•  purchased w ith  P R I funds.

b) H is attainm ent o f the age o f  55 years.

(c) H is failure to pass his prom otion examinations.

(d) H is inability to agree w ith  his Com m anding 
O fficer on anything from  the design o f  the new 
new table mats for the M ess to the internal 
organisation o f H Q  C oy.

(e) H is qualification for a gratuity after ten years 
com m issioned service.

( f) H is realisation that he is not to b e :
(1) C h ie f o f  the D efence Staff.
( 2)  C h ie f  o f  the G eneral Staff.
(3) C om m ander in C h ie f Land Forces H ong 

K o n g.
(4) A  L ieutenant Colonel anywhere.

(g) H is com pletion o f 1 6  years’ service and qualifica­
tion for a pension.

(h) H is children leaving school and his independence 
o f boarding school allowance.

(i) H is appointm ent as SO 2 (Cadets/Rangers/ 
N A A F I  Liaison).

(j) H is need to b uy either a new service dress or a 
new dark suit.

^ ^ ( k )  H is attraction to the generous offer m ade to him 
by A cm e Enterprises (U K ) inviting him  to be 
their representative in British W est H artlepool 
at a salary o f  £ 1 2 , 5 0 0 .

In sum m ary, retirem ent is either punitive (a), 
involuntary (b-c), or voluntary (d-k). L e t us first 
consider punitive retirem ents. Punitive retirem ents 
are when H M  indicates that she doesn’t consider an 
officer quite so ‘trusty and w ell beloved ’ as she did 
and w hat’s m ore doesn’t ‘ repose’ as m uch ‘especial 
trust’ as she has in the past. Fortunately, situations 
like the one used as an exam ple are rare.

Involuntary retirem ents are rather sad. In each 
case, they involve officers w ho want to stay but for 
w hom  no place can be found. T h e  officer who fails his

• prom otion exam inations is not necessarily doom ed. 
A n  inability to give a deep appreciation o f the 
logistic problem s at A n zio  o r to write an O peration 
O rd er for an A rm y C orps in a nuclear attack, without 
question, fits an individual for a successful career in 
com m erce. A n  officer who arrives at the m agic age o f 
55 still breathing fire is to be envied and given a degree 
o f flexibility, there’s no reason w hy he should not

wreak sim ilar terror in the hearts o f  the cricket club 
com m ittee as he did in the hearts o f  those w ho 
attended the staff conference every T u esd a y  m orning. 
H e is assured that if  he takes up rose grow ing, his 
floribunda w ill flourish because they w ou ld n ’t dare 
not to.

L e t us now  m ove on to that large category o f 
officers w ho voluntarily sever them selves from  the 
Service. S how  me an officer w ho has never ever said, 
‘ I ’ ll put m y paper in ! ’ and I’ ll show  you a fisherm an 
— and you know what they say about fisherm en. A ll 
o f  us are potential m em bers o f this group and it is 
appropriate to consider exam ples d-k in rather more 
detail.

‘C lash o f personalities’ is the euphem istic phrase 
the A rm y uses to describe two officers w ho do not 
get along. T h e  A rm y also has the unw ritten but 
clearly understood rule that the jun ior has to get 
along w ith the senior and if  he can’t, he should either 
arrange to get posted, detached, sick or retired. A  
w ord o f warning here. A  num ber o f  officers seeking to 
draw attention to the crass idiocy o f  their superiors 
have taken the term inal course and resigned their 
com m issions. T h e  result invariably seem s to be an 
increase in the rose grow ing population and the p ro­
motion o f  the senior antagonist. Resignation ‘on 
principle’ is laudable but it w ill be noted that very, 
very few  G enerals tread this path. Successive defence 
cuts have caused no depletion in the general O fficer 
ranks and readers are advised that i f  ‘ resignation on 
principle’ had anything going for it, it w ould be m uch 
m ore popular and a D C  I w ould have been w ritten 
on the subject. B u t m ore o f  this later.

T h e  officer w ho retires, or m ore correctly resigns at 
the ten-year point, is invariably a C aptain and the 
jud gem ent o f Captains being notoriously poor, it 
w ill not be discussed further in this article.

Professional frustration means prom otion, or the 
lack o f  it. A  num ber o f officers retire having seen the 
writing on the wall w hich says, ‘passed o ver’ . W e all 
know som eone in this group and invariably agree that 
the individual has done the right thing.

T h ere  is no little skill in convincing a rival that he 
has been or is about to be passed over for prom otion. 
T h e  expert w ill let it be know n that ‘ Bill isn ’t going 
to make it’ , w ill leave brochures on B ill’s desk extol­
ling the virtues o f a career w ith  Zenith  Snow  Ploughs 
(S A ), and w ill mention to the O ld  M an  that ‘ it ’s a 
shame w e ’re going to lose B ill’ . B ill, i f  he is w ise, w ill 
not contem plate retirem ent on being passed over 
the first tim e. H e should m erely indulge h im self by 
eating a corner o f his carpet and w earing a fixed sm ile. 
H e should, how ever, at this stage, h int at a large 
legacy expected to com e his w ay, together w ith  a size­
able chink o f northern H am pshire. T h e  stage having 
been set, he can now  m anufacture a situation in w hich 
he tells the G O C  pub licly  that the A rm y  policy on 
silk w orm s is im m oral, unrealistic, and a danger to 
health. H e then resigns w ith  a flourish as ‘a m atter of 
p rincip le ’ and leaves his place in regim ental folklore 
secure.

T h e  officer w ho opts to retire at the 16-year point 
is usually a rather shallow  character attracted to 
civilian life so that he can enjoy the fruits o f his 
pension and establishing a reputation as a playboy. 
T h ere  are people to whose head m oney goes, i f  you 
know w hat I mean. T h e  lure o f beautifu l w om en, a
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yacht, skiing at S t M o ritz, scuba diving off the D ry 
T ortu gas, fine w ine, gam ing. In com bination, these 
attractions are too m uch for som e officers to resist. 
T h e  handsom e pension offered at the 16-vear point 
sim ply turns som e chaps heads.

Boarding School allowance for w hich we should all 
be m ost grateful, gives us the privileges o f continuity 
o f  education for ou r children. T o  be fair, B S A  is 
better than nothing; but when the children leave
school, the officer, is at yet another decision point.
H e is probably betw een 45 and 48 years o f age and 
having all sorts o f  regular discussions w ith  him self 
about 50 not being old these days. U nless this 
individual is quite convinced that he is going to be a 
G eneral the chances are that he w ill resign— thereby 
giv in g great pleasure to those ju n ior to him  w ho w ill 
put their already prepared papers in the top  right 
hand draw er o f  their desk until the next ‘ list’ is 
published.

SO 2 (C adets/R an gers/N A A F I Liaison) is a 
grim y sort o f jo b  and the officer so appointed
should ask h im self i f  som eone is trying to tell him
som ething. H e should, at the very- least, protest to the 
M ilitary  Secretary and m ay, w ith  luck, win an 
appointm ent as D A Q M G  (D rains). Should  he not 
receive satisfaction, he has excellent reasons for 
opting to  retire.

W e now  m ove on to the three m ost com m on 
reasons for an officer’s prem ature retirem ent. T h e  
first and v ery  prevalent is his pressing need to buy 
either a new  service dress or a new  dark suit. Service 
dress is an expensive item  these days and one only 
enters into a deep and m eaningful relationship with 
Brothers M oss i f  one can be sure that one is going 
to get full value from  their wares. It is uncanny that a 
service dress usually exhibits a m irror like surface on 
the seat o f  the trousers and on the elbows as its 
ow ner first thinks o f  the grass b eing som ewhat 
greener on the other side o f  the em ploym ent fence. 
H is dark suit invariably follow s suit, i f  you ’ ll pardon 
the pun. ’T w o u ld  be m adness to take lessons in 
w ater skiing and then m ove to A laska or the Falkland 
Islands. S im ilarly, ’tis madness to b uy a new S D  
and leave the service or conversely to b u y  a new  dark 
suit and stay in the Service.

T h e  attraction o f civilian life is often the prom ise 
o f  enhanced jo b  satisfaction and those officers who 
do not leave because their S D  has w orn out, in­
variably leave because th ey feel unfulfilled. A  note of 
w arning here to readers w ho fall into this category 
and w ho m ay be precipitate in their actions. W e, all 
o f  us, from  tim e to tim e experience m inor frustrations 
b ut these are usually offset b y  the rew arding jobs, 
that com e along. I recall that when serving in H Q  
L ondon D istrict, I suffered a tem porary ‘dow n ’ . N o  
dou bt having been affected b y  the close proxim ity o f 
so m uch com m ercial activity w ith  all its obvious 
advantages, like luncheon vouchers, I considered 
forsaking khaki for a com pany car key b ut then fate 
took a hand. ‘T h e  M ajor G eneral personally selected 
m e to  head a tender board, charged w ith  selecting a

contractor, to dispose o f  the m anure that accumulates 
in the barracks o f the H ousehold C avalry and the 
K in g ’s T ro o p  R H A . Jobs like this make it all worth 
while. I hope that m y exclamation o f '* * * — w ho me ?* 
to the D A Q M G  when he told m e o f the M ajor 
G en eral’s decision was correctly interpreted as an 
expression o f hum ility and gratitude on being 
selected. O ne w ould not w ish to brag but it is 
appropriate to mention that one was later selected to 
head the vitally  im portant tender board concerned 
w ith  placing a contract for the cleaning o f  all th e^ ^  
w indow s at the H orseguards (skylights excepted). 
Suffice to say that a good jo b  well done brings its ow n, 
high rewards, and I determ ined not to leave the 
Service until I reached advanced m iddle age, that is 
to say the ten-year point.

T h e  chances at 27 years o f age, o f  com m anding 
one’s A rm oured D ivision in a thrust across n o rth e rn ^ ^  
France in pursuit o f the enem y, are m uch re d u c e d ^ »  
these days, m ostly because the French w ou ld n ’t care 
for it and also because a period o f  peace has caused 
the wastage rate am ong officers to slow  dow n and 
w ith  it, the prospects o f accelerated promotion.
It is in the interest o f  the A rm y that som e officers 
should retire. For those determined to stay, it w ould be 
com forting to record that they w ho retire pre­
m aturely fail to negotiate the change from  m ilitary to 
civilian life. U nfortunately m ost o f them  seem to 
com e back each year to the ‘Past and P resent’ D inner 
looking disgustingly fit with astrakhan on their 
collars and concern for the driver o f  the Rolls on 
their lips.

W hat is an officer to do? T h e  decision is not an 
easy one. I am now  pensionable filing a m ost im ­
portant job  here on Rockall which, i f  you  like fishing 
and short walks, is an ideal place to live. T h e  C O  is a 
trifle difficult. I do admit that w e aren’t soul mates, 
but despite the four major scenes w e ’ve had in the 
last couple o f  m onths over the radio I expect us to 
rub along quite well when I pay m y annual visit to 
his headquarters on the mainland.

O ne has to be a realist; I appreciate that there is a 
large elem ent o f luck in this prom otion thing. O n e ^ ^  
hears talk o f  people ‘com ing out o f the hat’ and I was^Pp 
delighted to hear o f Sm ither’s good fortune. H e was 
one o f  m y subalterns and I’ve always expected him 
to do well. O n ce I won a spot prize at the cricket club 
dance so I have diced with chance and w on before 
this. I don’ t doubt that m y name is going to com e up 
pretty soon.

T h e  children having left school allows m y w ife and 
I to travel when on leave. In this job  w e shall probably 
go to the m ainland. It w ill be nice to see som e shops 
again— O h — yes, that reminds me. M y  S D  really is 
getting  a little shabby and these dam ned seagulls 
have played havoc w ith m y cap. T h e  opportunities to 
dress up here are pretty lim ited but a chap does like 
to be in good order because, w hen the w ind drops 
below  Force 8, visitors could ju st pop in. T h is  re­
tirem ent thing is a personal m atter, it ’s not easy, and 
I ask again ‘W hat is an officer to d o ? ’ .

R eproduced b y kind perm ission o f the Editor, ‘ British A rm y R eview ’ .
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