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REMEMBRANCE DAY CEREMONIES 

1975

F IE L D  O F  R E M E M B R A N C E

T h e  annual cerem ony at the F'ield o f Rem em brance 
at \\ estm inster A b b ey  took place on Saturday, 
N o vem b er 8, and w as attended b y  a large num ber 
o f ex-m em bers o f  the Regt, as w ell as civic d ig­
nitaries headed b y  the D e p u ty  C hairm an o f  the 
G reater L ondon C ou n cil (Francis Bennett, Esq., 
C B E ).

A ll the boroughs ly ing w ithin the old county of 
M iddlesex w ere represented, except Brent and 
H illingdon.

A fte r  the usual short service at the C o u n ty  M e ­
m orial in the M idd lesex G uildhall, conducted by 
the R ev  P. L .  Pearce G ou ld , OBE, late is t  Bn, a 
procession headed b y  S gt M . D . Sm ith, as acting 
R S M , and M r S . K ersw ill, as Regim ental A ssoci­
ation standard bearer, escorted by two o f ou r Chelsea 
pensioners (IP s Fulton  and W orton) form ed up and 
m oved to the Regim ental plot in the Field o f  R e­
mem brance.

A t the plot the cerem ony follow ed the usual 
procedure. T h e  President o f the R egim ental A ssoci­
ation, L t  C o l T .  W . C h attey, o b e , after saying ‘W e 
plant these crosses today in m em ory o f ou r fallen 
com rades o f  the M idd lesex R egim ent’ planted the 
first cross. H e then invited the D e p u ty  Chairm an 
o f  the G reater L ondon C ouncil to plant a cross. T h e  
D epu ty  C hairm an was follow ed by the C haplain  
and, after him , the representatives o f the under­
m entioned battalions in the order shown : 

i st B n— C o l J. N . Shipster, c b e ,  d s o  
2nd B n— M aj P. D onovan, m b e  
3rd B n— M aj L .  T .  H oneybun 
4th B n — M r  C . A sh b y 
7th B n (T A )— M r  H . S. S ills 
1 8th B n (T A )— C o l M . H . Sum m ers, d s o , o b e , 

t d , DL
2, 8th Bn (T A )— M aj R. A . J. C heffins, m c  
9th B n ( T A ) — M r R. T .  M eers 
12th (S) B n— M r  J. Price 
Bands and D ru m s— M r  A . R. D rane

C rosses w ere then placed b y  the c iv ic  dignitaries
present in the follow ing order:

1. T h e  H igh S h eriff o f  G reater London (M ark 
Baring, E sq ., c v o ,  j p

2. T h e  D e p u ty  M ayor (C ou n cillor M rs R. W . 
M idd leton) o f  the L ondon Borough o f  Barnet

3. T h e  D e p u ty  M ay or and D e p u ty  M ayoress
(C ouncillor and M rs  J. W ood) o f  the London 
B orough o f  Ealing.

4. T h e  D e p u ty  M ay o r and D e p u ty  M ayoress

(A lderm an and M rs P. G . E lridge) o f the London 
B orough o f  Enfield

5. T h e  D e p u ty  M ay o r (C ou n cillor Ron T u rn e r) o f 
the L ondon B orough o f  H aringey

6. T h e  D epu ty  M ayor and D eputy M ayoress 
(C ouncillor and M rs A . J. Lovell) o f  the London 
Borough o f H arrow.

7. T h e  D epu ty M ayor and D epu ty M ayoniss 
(A lderm an and M rs R. D. Flynn) o f the L o i^ H ! 
Borough o f H ounslow

8. T h e  D epu ty M ayoress (M iss J. R. F. B row n) of 
the London Borough o f Richm ond-upon-Tham es

9. T h e  Chairm an (R. C . Politeyan, Esq) o f the 
M iddlesex C ou n ty  Association
A fter the cerem ony the civic dignitaries attended 

a reception given by the Officers’ C lu b  at the M id d le­
sex G uildhall.

R E G I M E N T A L  S E R V IC E  £

A s usual w e com bined with the H om e Postal a n *  
C ou rier C om m unications D epot Royal Engineers 
for the Rem em brance D ay Service in the G arrison 
C hapel, Inglis Barracks, M ill H ill, and the cerem ony 
afterw ards at the Regim ental W ar M em orial on 
Sunday, N ovem ber 9.

Both the service and the cerem ony were again this 
year conducted b y  the Rev A . K . C hesterton, m a , 
C urate o f St Paul’s C hurch, M ill H ill. T h ere  was a 
large congregation present both in the chapel and 
at the Regim ental W ar M em orial. A m ongst them  
we w ere very pleased to notice that H ighgate School 
C C F  still continues its loyalty to the old R egt and 
was again represented by its C om m ander, S qn  L d r  
M . G . Baker, and its Sergeant-M ajor, R S M  G . 
C hittock, BE M .

D raw n up in hollow square round the W ar 
M em orial were detachments from H om e Postal 
and C ourier C om m unications D epot, R E, 12 C oy 
W R A C , ‘B ’ C o y  6,'7th (V ) Bn T h e  Q u een ’s R egi­
m ent, 211 (Edgw are) C adet C oy, M ill H ill, and 9th 
Bn branches o f  the D ie-H ards C lu b , w ith  the 
A ssociation standard carried by M r  G . S . H urlock.

A fter the Exhortation the bugler, M r  G . W . 
D enton, sounded the ‘Last Post’ to signal th ^ B  
beginning and ‘ R eveille’ to signal the end o f  the T w *  
M inutes Silence.

W reaths w ere then laid at the foot o f  the W ar 
M em orial on behalf o f the follow ing in m em ory o f 
those m em bers o f the R egt who had m ade the 
suprem e sacrifice:

R egim ental Association, by L t  C ol T . W . C hattey,
OBE

ist, 2nd, 3rd, 4th Bns and D epot, b y C o l F.
W alden, M B E , DL 

5th and 6th (M ilitia) Bns, b y  M aj J. I. D . Pike,
M C

‘B ’ C o y  (M X ) 6/7th (V) Bn T h e  Q u een ’s Regt,
M aj D . J. M argand 

M iddlesex H om e G uard, by M aj C . E. E. Scott 
M ill H ill Branch, T h e  D ie-H ards C lu b , bv M r

L . T .  Plum b 
9th Bn Branch, T h e  D ie-H ards C lu b , by M r R. T .

M eers
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W O s and Sergeants Branch, T h e  D ie-H ards C lu b , 
by M aj A . E . Peasley 

A t the m arch past w hich followed the laying of 
wreaths, the salute was taken by C ol J. W . Bridge, 
Com m andant o f  the H om e Postal and C ourier 
Com m unication D epot, R E , w ho was accom panied 
b y  ou r President, L t  C o l T .  W . C hattey, o b e .

A fter the parade those w ho had taken part or 
had been spectators m ade their w ay to the D rill 
H all at Edgw are, where a very happy and, for many, 
nostalgic reunion took place.

A  retiring collection taken after the service on 
behalf o f the R oyal British L egion  P oppy Fund 
am ounted to £30 78.

Follow ing a custom  w hich has been observed 
for m any years M aj R. W . J. Sm ith, m b e , prior to 
the above service and cerem ony in Inglis Barracks,

iaid a wreath on the Regim ental M em orial in St 
faul’s C h u rch , M ill H ill, in m em ory o f those D ie- 
H ards w ho m ade the suprem e sacrifice.

R E G I M E N T A L  M E M O R I A L  IN  ST  P A U L ’S 
C A T H E D R A L

Since the last list o f  contributions was published 
in the Septem ber issue o f The Die-H ards Newsletter 
donations to the fund for the provision o f kneelers ' 
hassocks for the Regim ental C hapel in S t P aul’s 
Cathedral have been m ost gratefu lly received and 
acknowledged from  the follow ing: M rs L . C.
Beadnell, M aj R. J. P. Cum m ins, M rs D . E. H ogg, 
M iddlesex K n o t o f Friendlv Brothers o f S t Patrick, 
M aj F. J. M illard, L t  C o l J. S . B. Pollard, M aj
G . O. Porter, C ol L . C . Sharpe.

T h e  total o f donations etc. received up to N o- 
l^ e m b e r  30, 1975, is £2,123-65.

A  letter o f  thanks dated O ctober 31, 1975, from 
the President o f  ou r R egim ental Association to all 
those w ho have contributed to th e K neeler H assock 
A ppeal is published on page 6.

£  C R IC K E T  I N  C O R F U

T h e  E dito r deeply regrets the prin ter’s error in 
the first line o f  the caption to the sketch published 
on page 5 o f  the last (Septem ber) issue, w hich 
stated that M essrs C reyke and W righ t w ere o f  the 
56th Regt. T h e y  were, o f  course, o f  the 57th Regt.

A N N U A L  V IS IT  T O  R E S E A U  S Y L V E S T R E , 
L I L L E

T h e  R egim ental representatives to visit L ille  
this year to mark the 32nd anniversary o f the death 
o f C ap t M ichel T rotobas, the C ap t M ichel o f the 
Reseau Farm er-Sylvestre group, w ere C o l F. 
W alden and M aj D ick  Sm ith, w ho crossed by 
channel ferry  on Satuday, N o vem b er 22, and then 
by road from  Calais to W attignies, the kindness of 
M  Julien G erekens in m eeting the party and trans­
porting them  to their first destination being much 
appreciated. A t  W attignies a reception at the hom e 
o f M  M arcel Fertein  im m ediately introduced the 
fam ily atm osphere, em phasizing the am icable re­
lationship betw een ou r French  com rades. A  visit 
was then m ade to the hom e o f M  Pierre Faucom prez 
at Cherny, the transport on this occasion being sup­
plied b y  Len A rlington, the son-in-law  o f M  and 
M m e Faucom prez, w ho suffered im prisonm ent 
by the G erm ans for sheltering him  when he escaped 
after his capture w hilst serving w ith  the 2nd Bn 
in M a y  1940. A gain it was a period o f anim ated 
conversation and the toasting o f personalities and 
respective countries. O n  Sunday, the 23rd, a p ro­
cession was form ed at the back entrance to L ille  Sud 
Cem etery, the standards o f  the various French 
groups and the Royal British L egion  leading the 
form ation. O ur ow n R egim ental standard regretfu lly 
was not am ong those em blem s o f  pride. A t  the 
m onum ent o f  C a p t M ichel, wreaths w ere placed b y 
C o l W alden, C o l Farret and M  M arcel Fertein, 
the President o f  the Com panions o f  C a p t M ichel, 
as m arks o f respect from  the D ie-H ards, N o  2 
C R S  and the Reseau Sylvestre respectively. O rations 
at the m onum ent w ere m ade b y  M  A rth u r M alfait 
and M arcel Fertein, the Exhortation b eing given  by 
M aj D ick  Sm ith. A  regim ental w reath was then 
placed at the base o f  the C ross o f H onour in the 
British section o f the cemetery’ as a m ark o f  respect 
to the D ie-H ards w ho now  rest in the plot. It was 
tw ice in four days that 2 L t  K . D . T a r r  had been 
rem em bered. T h e  first tim e was at A rm o u ry H ouse, 
where the page on the Roll o f H onour show ing his 
name was open during the Regim ental C ocktail 
Party-, and the second was at his headstone, w hich 
is close to the m em orial. T h is  w reath was placed 
b y  M aj Sm ith. T h e  next cerem ony was at the grave 
o f C om m andant Bayart, the Police C om m ander 
who gave cover to M ich el T roto b as and paid for 
his courage at the face o f  an execution squad. 
T h is  wreath was placed by M aj W . H . L ovell, a 
close and personal friend o f  M ich el T roto b a s when 
they w ere both corporals in the 2nd B n— M ajor 
Lo vell had travelled up from  O stend that m orning. 
T h e  final cerem ony was at the house w here M ich el 
Troto bas was killed, the w reath b eing hung on the 
wall b y  L en  A rlington  sim ultaneously w ith  one by 
M arcel Fertein. A t  all the cerem onies on the 24th a 
sm all private party’ w ho had travelled independently 
w ere present.

O u r French friends expressed again and again 
how  they look forw ard to a larger delegation being 
present in N o vem b er 1976. T h e  salient im pressions 
from  ou r ow n party w as the happy atm osphere and 
aura o f com radeship am ong ou r charm ing and 
generous hosts.

R .W .J .S .
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REGIMENTAL MUSEUM

C urator: M ajor R . IV. jf. Sm ith, M B E , T A V R  Centre, Deansbrook R d., Edgware, M iddx.

T h e  follow ing are recent acquisitions for the 
M u s e u m :
Photograph o f the officers of 2,8th Bn ( T F )
Documents o f the late Capt W. T. Hughes, A R C M
M edals o f Bdsm W. Clarke
Photograph of the officers o f 2 8th Bn ( T F )

T h is  photograph o f  the officers o f the Bn w hich 
was form ed on S eptem ber 14, 1914, is unique in 
that it is autographed by each individual in the print. 
T h e  C om m anding O fficer w as L t  C o l L . C . Dam s 
whilst the Second-in-C om m and was M aj H . Y . 
Richardson, w ho com piled an exhaustive history 
o f  the 8th Bn, returning to M iddlesex in 1914 to 
join  his old battalion. T h e  2/'8th relieved the 1 /8th 
Bn as part o f  the G ib raltar garrison in February 
1915, sailing on the Grantully Castle. A s  the ship 
was about to sail, a sm all draft o f  three officers and 
a few m en arrived to bring the Bn up to strength: 
the m en w ore scarlet tunics! From  G ib raltar the 
B n sailed for E gyp t and saw service and fire its 
first shots at M ersa M atru h, where there was trouble 
w ith  the Senussi under the com m and o f  the head o f 
the tribe, A hm ed E s S h erif Es Senussi. T h e  2/8th 
later w ent to France where it was disbanded, the 
personnel being absorbed by the 1 /8th Bn, where 
they served w ith distinction.

Presented by Brig D . C . Tennent, C B E

W. J. DARDRY
FLORIST

f o r

F lo w e rs , P la n ts  e tc .

Telephone 346 5680 
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Documents o f the late Capt W. T. Hughes, A R C M  

T h e  docum ents, w hich are in addition to those 
already presented by M rs H ughes, are a letter from  
Buckingham  Palace in 1918 and addressed to 9155 
S gt W . T .  H ughes, M iddlesex Regt, and a cutting 
from  a P oW  publication from  T h e  H ague. T h e  j A r r  
reads:

‘T h e  Queen joins me in w elcom ing you on your 
release from  the miseries and hardships, w hich 
you have endured w ith so m uch patience and 
courage.

‘ D u ring these m any months o f trial the early 
rescue o f our gallant Officers and M en from  the 
cruelties o f  their captivity has been upperm ost in 
our thoughts.

‘ W e are thankful that this longed-for day h ^ ^  
arrived and that back in the old C ou n try  you w ill 
be able, once more, to enjoy the happiness o f a 
hom e and to see good days am ong those who 
anxiously look for your return.

G eorge R I\

T h e  cutting comments on the special m usical 
program m e arranged by the P oW  orchestra, the 
first num ber being a stirring m arch, ‘A lb u h era ’ , 
com posed by Band S gt H ughes.

M ick  H ughes was a Platoon Sergeant in the 1st 
Bn when he was wounded and taken prisoner at 
L e  Cateau, A u gu st 26, 1914. H e was repatriated to 
H olland in January 1918 and returned to this country 
in D ecem ber 1918. A  b rief record o f his service 
appeared in the obituary colum n o f Newsletter N o  26, 
June 1974.

Presented by his widow, M rs W. T. Hughes.

M edals o f Bdsm W. Clarke, 8th B n ( T F )

T h is  group o f medals consists o f  the British W ar 
M edal, V icto ry  M edal, T erritoria l W ar M edal 
19 14-19 , D efence M edal 1939-45, K in g  G eorge 
S ilver Jubilee M edal and the Territorial F o r ^ ^  
Efficiency M edal w ith bar. W ally C larke was a pre- 
1914 T erritorial soldier, and one o f that fine breed 
o f m en w ho donned uniform  and equipm ent the 
m om ent w ar was declared in 1914. T h e  British W ar 
M edal and V icto ry  M edal have the num ber 76266 
im printed on the rim, w hilst the T erritoria l W ar 
M edal and T erritoria l Efficiency M edal have his 
original num ber (123) im printed before his name, 
the T erritoria l Efficiency M edal also having ‘8 
M id d lesex ’ engraved on the rim. T h e  older gener­
ation o f 8th Bn veterans w ill rem em ber W ally  C larke 
as a first-class cornet player in the band at H ou n sl^ ^  
the appreciation in w hich he was held being s h o R  
b y the aw ard o f the Jubilee M edal w hich was an 
award by selection. T h e  particulars o f all the m edals 
have been published in past issues o f the Die-Hards 
Journals and Regim ental Newsletters.

Presented by his brother-in-law, M r A . Edwards.

T H E  M ID D L E S E X  R E G I M E N T  G O L F IN G  

S O C IE T Y  

A u tu m n  M e e t in g  1975

A  m ost enjoyable and successful m eeting was held 
on the course o f the N orth  H ants G o lf  C lub , Fleet, 
on W ednesday, O ctober 8, 1975.

Conditions w ere ideal. A  total o f 20 took part. 
\ ^ ^ v e re  pleased to welcom e M ark, the son o f C apt 

G edye, w ho was playing for the first time. 
W e missed the presence o f H oward C layden, son 
o f L t  C o l C . N . C layden, who was unable to play 
as he had ju st began his first term  at W ellington 
College. M aj D ick  Sm ith, the C urato r o f ou r R egi­
m ental M useum , attended as a guest. It has taken 
him  55 years to make the effort; he thoroughly en­
joyed  his visit and w ill com e again. B rig N . P. 
Procter, who lives nearby, and w ho, in his younger

^ays, was a regular com petitor, cam e to see us and 
Is visit was m uch appreciated.

T h e  detailed results each decided over 18 holes 
were as follows:

S t a b le fo r d  S in g le s
Points

M r C . D . M atthew s (winner, H orton C up)* . . 32
M aj J. I. D . P ike (runner-up) . .  32
C ap t M . S . G ed ye . .  31
L t  C ol C . N . C layd on ............................... . . 30
M r  M . G e d y e . . 30
W O 2 M . C . Q u inn 30
M r G . A . T ay lo r 30
M aj G . G o rin g . . 28
C ap t R. J. T arran t . . 28
L r  C ol J. R. B. W o r t o n ............................... . . 28
M r H . J. C h i l l e r y ............................................. . .  27
C sg t J. Rogers . . 26
M r M . R . T .  W alden ............................... . . 25
M r N . A . T a y lo r 24
M r  T .  F. Jones ............................................. . . 23
L t  C ol T .  W . C h attey  ............................... 21
M r C . H oldford 20
M aj H . E . C ou ch . .  18
M aj R. C . H . Bellers ............................... . .  15
L t  C ol J. M . H ew son (D ivot) 12
* T h e  w in n er was decided on the better score ver the last nine

holes.

B o g e y  F o u r s o m e s
Score

^ M r C . D . M atthew s and M aj G . G o rin g  . . 6 down
^ ^ (w in n ers  Tay T rop h y)
^ ^ a j J. I. D . P ike and M r C . H oldford  7 down

(runners-up)
M a j H . E. C ou ch  and C ap t M . S . G e d y e  . . 8 down
L t C ol J. M . H ewson and M r M . G e d y e  . . . . 9 down
M r M . R . T .  W ald en  and W O 2  M . C . Q u inn  . . 9 down
C ap t R . J. T arran t and M r G . A . T a y lo r  . . 11 down
L t  C ol C . N . C layd en  and M r  N . A . T a y lo r  11 down
M r T .  F . Jones and M r H . J. C h ille ry  . . . . 12 down
M a j R . E. H . Bellers and C sg t J. Rogers . . 14 down

Before asking M rs ‘T o ssie ’ W orton  to present 
the prizes, L t  C o l T o m  C h attey  thanked all those 
present for supporting the m eeting and especially 
those w ho had com e long distances.

#

O FF IC E R S  C L U B  C O C K T A I L  P A R T Y

T o  com m em orate the 25th anniversary o f  the 
arrival o f  the 1st Bn in the Korean w ar zone, the 
cocktail party this year took the form  o f a reception 
held on T h u rsd ay, N ovem ber 21, at A rm oury 
H ouse, C ity  Road, London E C i .

A  total o f 160, including official and private 
guests, attended.

T h e  official guests w ere:

H is E xcellency the R ight H onourable M r  T o n g  Shik 
K im , A m bassador o f  the R epublic o f  K orea.

C o l James M . M cG arity , representing the A m b a s­
sador o f the U nited  States o f  A m erica, and M rs 
M cG arity .

C o l R. O . C onover, representing the H igh  C o m ­
m issioner for Canada, and M rs C onover.

C ol R. A . G ray , representing the H igh C om m issioner 
for Australia, and M rs G ray.

T h e  W orshipful the M ay o r o f  the L o n d on  Borough 
o f Barnet, C ouncillor N orm an H irshfield, and 
M rs H irshfield.

M aj G en  J. B. M . Sloane and B rig  A . D . R. G . 
W ilson, w ith  their wives, representing the A rgy ll 
and Sutherland H ighlanders.

C ol Bishop, C ol L . C . Sharpe and L t  C o l J. H . S. 
Burgess, w ho served w ith  the 1st Bn in K orea, 
and their wives.

T h e  R ev  W . E. B. Jones, C  o f  E  C haplain  to the 
1 st B n in K orea, and M rs Jones.

Father T eren ce Q uinlan, R C  C haplain  to  the 1st 
Bn in Korea.

In accordance w ith  ou r usual custom  the nearest 
relations o f  form er officers w ere invited as official 
guests and the follow ing accepted and w ere present: 

S q n  L d r  J. M . A b ell, son o f  the late M aj W . H. 
A bell, first officer killed in 19 14 -18  W ar whilst 
serving w ith  the 4th Bn.

M rs M . Fuller, w idow  o f  C a p t M . F uller 

M rs S. F. H edgecoe, w idow  o f  C o l S . F . H edgecoe 
M rs W . T .  H ughes, w idow  o f C ap t W . T .  H ughes 
M rs F . Jennings, w idow  o f  C a p t H . J. Jennings 
M rs H . A . D . M u rray, w idow  o f B rig  H. A . D . 

M urray

M em bers present were:
L t C o l T .  W . C hattey, 

M aj G e n  S ir  John W illou ghb y 
B rig  R . A . G w yn  
B rig  B. B. Rackham  
B rig  D . B. R endell 
C ol I. H . Battye 
X ol K . J. Carter 
C ol A . S . J. de S . Clayton 
C o l W . D . E llis 
C ol A . M . M an 
C ol C . C . L . N olda 
C ol J. N . Shipster 
C o l D . R. W . T ho m as 
C o l F . W alden 
C o l A . R. W aller 
L t  C ol C . N . C layden 
L r  C ol G . L .  Fox 
L t C ol P. W . G alv in  
L t  C ol J. D . G u nnell 
L t  C ol M . V . H ayward 
L t  C ol J. M . Hewson 
L t  C ol E . A . H . Jeffcoat 
L t  C ol G . C . D . S co tt Lo w e 
M aj K . P. Baxter 
M aj M . J. Beaum ont 
M aj F . J. B ennett 
M aj R . A . B ennett

President
M aj C . H . K . F ish er 
M aj W . A . G rogan 
M aj A . M . H . Jones 
M aj G . K e n t 
M aj C . L . L aw ren ce 
M aj A . E . M cM an u s 
M a j M . L . M uirhead 
M a j G . G . N orton 
M aj J. I. D . Pike 
M aj R. C . Pitm an 
M aj B . S t. G . A . R eed 
M aj C . E . E. Scott 
M aj R . A . Sm ith  
M aj R . W . J. Sm ith  
M aj A . E . F. W aldron 
M aj S . C . W . W eller 
C ap t M . J. Ball 
C ap t R. J. D urtnell 
C ap t S . le M . E nthoven 
C ap t D . M . Falcke 
C ap t J. S . C . F lavell 
C ap t R. M . Fox 
C ap t R. G ancz 
C ap t J. H . Gerrard 
C ap t J. G . L o ftin g  
C ap t B. M . O ’Regan
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M ai R. M . Cain 
M aj R. A . J. Cheffins 
M aj H . E . C ou ch  
M aj A . B. C ow in g  
M aj P. L . Crutchfield  
M aj R. J. P. C um m ins 
M aj P . D onovan 
M aj H . J. Evans

C ap t A . W . Ram sey 
C ap t F . R edpath 
C apt P. A . Stocken 
C ap t R . J. T arrant 
C ap t P . G . T rum an  
C ap t C . G . W ebber 
L t  J. P. A . D ay 
L t  J. E . P hillips

M rs  J. S . B. Pollard (representing her husband, w ho 
could not be  present)

7th M ID D L E S E X  O FFICERS’ C L U B  D IN N ER

T h e  48th A n n u al D in n er o f the 7th M idd lesex 
O fficers’ C lu b  was held at the A rm y and N a v y  
C lu b  on T u esd a y, N o vem b er 11 , 1975.

L t  C o l J. D . G unnell, 
guest o f  the evening w 
C B , CBE.

O thers present were:
7th M id d lesex O fficers’ C lu b
C ol I. D . Brotherton
C ol A . S. J. de S . Clayton
C ol W . D . E llis
C o l D . R . W . T hom as
C ol F. W alden
L t C ol P. J. Hall
L t  C ol G . C . D . S co tt-L o w e
L t C ol D . E . Sim pson
M aj M . J. Beaum ont
M aj H . E . C ou ch
M a j R. J. P. C um m ins
Maj’ S . J. L . H enshaw
M aj A . J. H ughes
M aj R. J. Le ighto n
M a j E . J. N aish

T D , presided and t h e  official 
as M aj G en  B. P. H ughes,

D in n e r .................
C ap t M . J. S . D oran 
C ap t S . le  M . E nthoven 
C ap t D . O . M ansfield  Thom as 
C ap t R . J. O w en (guest)
C ap t B. B . P ollecoff 
C ap t J. S p en cer Richards 
C ap t P. A . Stocken 
C ap t A . L . Su m ner (guest) 
C ap t F. W eb b 
L t  S . B. H urst 
L t  P . J. O ttino 
L t  J. A . V an  de Pol 
S  'L t  A . C . B . H urst (guest) 
M r  M . H . D . M ilne (guest)

LETTERS
F rom  C ol A . S. J. de S. C layton, O B E , D L .

L odge H ouse,
T  winstead,

Sudb ury, Suffolk.
O ctober 31, 1975.

T h e  Editor,
The Die-H ards Newsletter 
D ear Editor,

Since I hand over the reins o f  office as President 
o f our R egim ental Association tom orrow  I ^ g e l 
that this is an appropriate tim e to record the 
real and m ost heartfelt thanks o f all D ie-H ards to 
all those w ho have contributed so v ery  generously 
to the ‘R egim ental Kneelers/H assocks for St P a u l’s 
A p pe al’ and at the same tim e to close the A ppeal 
as we have now  reached the m agnificent figure o f 
£2,113-65. T h is  total w ell exceeds the target w e set 
out to obtain and it is ou r intention to use this m ost 
w elcom e surplus to help m eet the cost o f  the plaques 
w hich are proving to be rather more costly than 
had anticipated.

T h e  tim ing o f  the A ppeal could hardly have come 
at a worse time w ith so m any Jeremiahs m ourn­
fu lly  shaking their heads at the state o f our national 
econom y and m outhing words o f doom and gloom  
as to the future, but I pressed on since I felt it was a 
m atter o f now  or never and I had an unshakeable 
b elie f in the pride in Regt, loyalty and generosity 
o f  all D ie-H ards.

Y ou rs  sincerely,
A y m a r  C l a y t o n .

FR E E  N EW SLETTE R S

T h e  E ditor w ishes to thank M r A . W . J. Brown, 
M r  D . C avill, L t  C o l T . W . C hattey, o b e , M r D . J. 
F itzgerald, M r  J. D . Forgham , L t  G en  S ir  Brian 
H orrocks, k c b , k b e , d s o , m c , l l d , M r S. K ersw ill, 
M r  A . C . N icholson, M r G . W . Pegram , M r E. J. 
Soden, M r  C . G . T .  U w ins and M r  G . H. W oodw ard 
for their generosity in paying extra subscriptions so 
that free copies o f the D ie-H ards Newsletter can be 
sent to  deserving O ld  C om rades.

P e t e r  M c R a e
& C O M P A N Y  L IM IT E D

L ife A ssurance Consultants 

Insurance and M ortgage Brokers

14-16 West Street, East Grinstead,
Sussex S

Telephone: East Grinstead 25977 

Did you know  that besides protecting 

your family, life assurance can assist in 

other fields, such as education, house 

purchase, pension, and estate du ty? W e 

specialise in the needs of service person­

nel and w ou ld  be pleased to advise.

W e make no charges ^

W e also have departm ents specialising  

in other form s of general insurances 

w hich are at your service
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PERSONAL JOTTINGS
In a letter recently received A lf  Bailey (6200233), 

who lives at Brentwood, sends his greetings to all 
com rades w ith  whom  he served in the 1st, 2nd and 
1 /7th Bns. H e is now on the nursing staff o f a large 
hospital in the Brentwood area.

H e should not be confused w ith ‘B utch ’ Bailey, 
the 2nd Bn m edical orderly before and during the 
1939-45 war, who lives at D over.

recent correspondent was ex-C p l R. W . Baker 
9467), who has been ill for the past four years 

and is now confined to a w heel chair. T h e  council 
at Edm onton, where he lives, have now m oved him 
to a ground-floor flat, w hich is a considerable help 
to him.

In O ctober w e had news that ex-C p l Rodger 
Bourne (2367921) who, on leaving the service, 
enrolled as a constable in the C ity  o f London Police,

• em igrated to the U S A  towards the end o f 1974 and 
m arried a local girl in San Antonio, T exas, last 
July.

It was a great pleasure to m eet that cheerful 
veteran o f the 21st (Islington) Bn, Pip C onnor 
(G / 19 5 11) last O ctob er during his visit from  Ontario, 
C anada, where he has taken up residence for some 
years.

A fter the disbandm ent o f the 21st Bn in 1918 he 
joined the 2nd Bn and it was whilst serving as a 
signaller in that Bn that he was aw arded the M ilitary 
M edal for gallantry.

A s a result o f  his attendance at the wreath-laying 
cerem ony held by the K orean Am bassador at W est­
m inster A b b ey  last June in m em ory o f  those who 
fell in the K orean  W ar, M r A lan C u rd , a N ational 
Servicem an who served with the 1st Bn at that time, 
has now joined the Regim ental Association and we 
extend a hearty welcom e to him.

E x -R S M  Jim D avis, w ho is now  hom e after a spell 
in hospital, sends his salaams to all his old friends.

•  A  welcom e visitor to R egim ental Headquarters 
at Edgw are last O ctob er was W O 2  J. D ickens, now 
serving w ith  1 Q u een ’s in B A O R .

A nother w elcom e visitor to  Regim ental H ead­
quarters at Edgw are last O ctober was C ap t D avid 
Falcke, w ho is S taff C a p t (A) at H Q  19 Airportable 
Brigade, C olchester.

T h ro u g h  the good offices o f  L t  C o l M aurice 
Leonard w e have gained a new  recruit to the R egi­
m ental Association in ex -S gt John F urb er (14259359), 
w ho, during the 1939-45 war, served in the 9th Bn 

ter its conversion to 126 L igh t A A  Regt, R A .
W hen he eventually returned to civil life he joined 

the Police and is now the Assistant C h ie f C onstable 
(Adm inistration) o f  the Cheshire Constabualry.

D u rin g  his police service he has been aw arded the 
Police L o n g  Service and G ood  C on d u ct M edal and 
has been m ade a serving B rother o f  the O rd er o f 
S t John.

L t C o l Peter G alvin  retired on retired pay on 
A ugust 3, 1975.

M aj C harles P. G ranville is one o f ou r most new ly 
joined m em bers, whom  we welcom e to the O fficers’ 
C lu b . H e served throughout the i 939~45 w ar >n 
the 2/7th Bn.

T h a t old D ie-H ard, ex-S gt C harles H aynes 
(L/21499), who served w ith the 3rd Bn from  19 15 -19 , 
and was m entioned in the ‘Personal Jottings’ o f the 
Newsletter last M arch, is still going strong at the age 
o f  85. H e sends his best wishes to all his old com ­
rades.

W e w ere very pleased to get news that L t  A . M . 
H endry, one o f ou r O fficers’ C lu b  m em bers, who 
form erly served in the 9th Bn, has been elected 
captain o f the Royal W im bledon G o lf  C lu b  for 1976.

In spite o f  his com m itm ents as captain o f  the Royal 
W im bledon, and these are very considerable, we 
m uch hope that he w ill be able to attend ou r next 
Spring G o lf  M eetin g on A p ril 26, 1976, for at any 
rate part o f the time.

A s a result o f  years o f effort on the part o f ‘B rew er’ 
D rane, ex -C p l G eorge H olt (6197007), a form er 
m em ber o f the 2nd Bn band, was finally tracked dow n 
to his hom e near R ochdale, Lancs, and has now 
joined the Regim ental Association.

H e was taken prisoner in France in 1940 and was 
released after the end o f  hostilities in E urope in 1945.

W e w ere very sorry indeed to learn that ou r most 
famous D ie-H ard, L t  G en  S ir Brian H orrocks, had 
been in hospital. In a letter written on O ctob er 31 
he said that he had been told to take things very 
quietly, w hich m eant that he could not be a very 
active supporter o f  regim ental functions. H e had 
then ju st returned from  a m onth in hospital w ith  a 
brand-new  hip and he hoped in a couple o f  months 
tim e to be m uch m ore mobile.

A ll D ie-H ards send their best wishes to S ir  Brian 
for a com plete and speedy recovery.

C ongratulations to C a p t J. D . Jonklaas on having 
qualified for selection for staff training.

H e is at present serving on the staff at H Q  48 
G hurka Infantry Brigade.

O n  having successfully  com pleted a course at the 
N A T O  D efence C ollege, Rom e, C o l Brian M arciandi 
is now  entitled to the sym bol ‘nade’ against his 
name.

D u rin g a visit to Brighton in S eptem ber the E ditor 
quite unexpectedly m et L t  Peter M cR ae in the 
fam ous O ld  S hip  Hotel.

H e is still at the head o f  the w ell-know n firm  of 
Insurance and M ortgage Brokers bearing his nam e 
at East G rinstead, w hich he started after leaving the 
service.

E x -C sg t A . C . N icholson  (19039445), w ho has 
been em ployed by the B ritish  Forces Educational
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Service in H erford, W est G erm any, since his re­
tirem ent from  the Service, sends his best wishes to 
all D ie-H ard s and for the continued success o f  The 
Die-H ards Newsletter.

W e are v ery  pleased indeed to w elcom e L t Joe 
O ’G orm an as a m em ber o f the O fficers’ C lub . 
A fter som e 16 years in the Regt, during w hich he 
rose to the rank o f W O 2 , he was granted a Short 
S ervice Com m ission last year and posted to 1 
Q ueen's.

Congratulations to the R ev Peter and C arole 
Pearce G o u ld  on the birth o f their son, H ugh, on 
O ctob er 3 last.

T h e  O ld  Com rades Association o f the 13th 
(Service) Bn was form ed in 1930 and one o f  its 
founder m em bers was G eorge Pegram , w ho, as 
H onorary since its form ation 45 years ago, has done 
a w ond erful job .

H e served w ith  the Bn for tw o-and-a-half years 
in the 19 14 -18  war until he was badly w ounded in 
M arch  1918 and discharged as unfit for further w ar 
service.

O ne o f  our latest recruits to m em bership o f  the 
O fficers’ C lu b  is L t  D avid  Pennycook, son o f  the 
late Brig G eorge Pennycook. A s a N ational Service 
O fficer he served w ith  the 1st B n in C yp ru s and, 
about 18 years ago, em igrated to C anada and trained 
as a chartered accountant. H e m arried in C anada and 
has four daughters.

H aving successfully com pleted a L o n g  A rm ou r 
Infantry C ourse M aj R oger Pitm an and C a p t 
R oger G an cz are now  entitled to the sym bol ‘aic’ 
against their names in military' records.

B rig  Basil Rackham  presided at the G allipoli 
Association dinner, held at the C afe Royal on N o ­
vem ber 19, at w hich the D u ke o f  E dinburgh  was the 
ch ie f guest.

A  new ly-joined m em ber o f  the R egim ental 
Association is ex-Pte J. R odgers, w ho, as a N ational 
Servicem an, served w ith  ‘ D ’ C o y  o f  the 2nd Bn in 
Palestine in 1947-48. W hen the Bn m oved up north 
o f  H aifa his com pany was detached to C aesar’s 
C am p  and worked very closely w ith  the Palestine 
Police.

O u r congratulations to L t  C o l L eslie  Sharp on 
his prom otion to C olon el w ith  effect from  June 30 
last.

A fter serving w ith  the 1st Bn in the Korean W ar 
he transferred to the R A O C . H e is now a C olonel (Q) 
and looks after the provision o f clothing for the 
Services.

O n a recent visit to Regim ental H eadquarters at 
E dgw are e x -C S M  John Soden inform ed us that 
he is shortly retiring from his post as a court bailiff 
and m oving from  W ilstead in Bedfordshire to the 
C olchester area.

A  few  m onths ago we had news through his brod«|r 
o f the whereabouts o f one o f our veterans o f  t h e ^ f  
B n, M aj W . S . Ten n en t, who joined ju st prior to 
the 19 14 -18  W ar.

H e served firstly w ith  the 2/Sth Bn in G ibraltar 
and later, when that B n  was disbanded in France, 
w ith  the 1/8th Bn. H e was w ounded in Septem ber 
1916 and later invalided home. In Septem ber 1917 
he rejoined the Bn in France and in A u gu st 1918 
was aw arded the M ilitary C ross for conspicuous 
gallantly' and devotion to duty. .

O ne o f our D unkirk veterans, M r  W . G . W ebb, 
form erly o f the 2nd Bn, has appealed through the 
press to some o f his long-lost A rm y colleagues to 
contact him.

H is address is 3 Crow field, Station Road, W ood- 
m ancote, near C heltenham , G los G L 5 2  4H A.

A s  the result o f a visit to Regim ental H eadquarters 
at Edgw are last O ctober W O 2 G . W hittle joined the 
R egim ental Association and was w elcom ed as a 
m em ber o f the W O s and Sergeants Branch. H e is 
now  serving w ith ‘A ’ C o y , 5 Q ueen ’s, at G uildford.

H e enlisted as a D ie-H ard  in 1952 and took his 
discharge in 1955. H e re-enlisted in 1959 and served 
at the D epots at M ill H ill and C an terb ury and then 
w ith  4 Q ueen ’s. In 1970 he was posted to 1 Q ueen ’s 
and served with them  until O ctober 1975.

Parsons
and

Printing

Over a C en tu ry-o ld  Partne rsh ip  . . .
L ik e  th e  Services, w e h ave  a  tra d i tio n  to  u p h o ld , a t  th e  sam e  tim e  ta k in g  a d ­
v an tag e  o f  scien tific  p ro g ress  in th is  age o f  m ec h a n isa tio n , ye t m a in ta in in g , 
th ro u g h  a  special d e p a r tm e n t,  a p e rso n a l a n d  h e lp fu l link  w ith  o u r  cu s to m e rs , 
w h o m  w e a re  ever w illing  t o  a d v ise  a n d  assis t in  th e  p ro d u c tio n  o f  th e ir  jo u rn a ls

F i n i n n n i i f t  1 r n  Newspaper H ouse, 8-16 G reat New Street, Lon-
J .  r A K o U N o  L I U  don E C 4P 4E R . Telephone 01-3531030. W orks

at Hastings.

REGIMENTAL CALENDAR OF EVENTS 1976

T h e  follow ing C alendar o f E vents approved for 
1976 is published now  so that readers can m ake a 
note o f the various events and, it is hoped, support 
as m any as possible.

Further details w ill, o f  course, be issued in con­
nection w ith each event nearer the date on w hich it 
is due to take place.

Date
Saturday,

A p ril 24
(to be confirmed)

^W ednesday,
J  A p ril 28

Saturday,
M ay 15

Saturday, 
M a y  22

W ednesday, 
June 2 

Saturday, 
June 5

Sunday 
July 18

Sunday, A u gu st ? 
(firm date later)

Saturday,
A u gu st 21 to 

T uesday,
A u gu st 24

W ednesday,
A u gu st 25 
(to be confirm ed) 

Sunday,
S eptem ber 
(firm date later)

Event

1/7th Bn (1939-45) D inner at 
T A V R  C entre, Priory Road, 
H ornsey N8

S pring G o lf  M eeting at N orth 
H ants G o lf  C lu b , Fleet

Afternoon— A lbuhera Service of 
Rem em brance at S t P aul’s 
C athedral

Evening— A n n ual Reunion at 
Porchester H all, Queensway, 
London W 2

9th Bn D inner at the Q uality 
Inn, 310 Regent Street. W i

D e rb y  O uting

2/ioth Bn O C A  Annual 
Luncheon at V icto ry  E x- 
Services C lu b , Seym our 
Street, I-^ndon W 2

A n n ual Parade on H orse 
G u ard s o f  Belgian O C A  in 
G reat Britain

Party to John Player League 
M atch

Pilgrim age to M ons for cere­
m onies in connection w ith 
the 62nd Anniversary o f  the 
Battle

P arty to G rand Concert, 
K n eller H all

S um m er O uting

Date 

Friday, 
O ctober 1

Saturday, 
O ctober 2

W ednesday, 
O ctober 6

Sunday,
O ctober 24 
(to be confirm ed)

Thursday, 
N ovem ber 11

Friday,
N o vem b er 12

Saturday,
N ovem ber 13

Sunday,
N o vem b er 14

Saturday,
N ovem ber 27 to 

M onday,
N o vem b er 29

2/7th Bn (1939-45) D in n er at 
V icto ry  E x-Services  C lu b , 
S eym our Street, London W 2

13th (Service) Bn O C A  A nnual 
Luncheon at the R ising Sun, 
44 E b u ry  Bridge Road, L o n ­
don S W 1

A utum n  G o lf  M eeting, Fleet

A ttendance at C h u rch  Parade, 
R oyal H ospital, C helsea

7th  M iddlesex Officers C lu b  
D inner

O fficers’ C lu b  C ocktail Party 
(venue to be decided)

C erem on y at Field o f  R em em ­
brance, W estm inster A b b ey

1015 hours— Rem em brance D a y  
S ervice at Inglis Barracks, 
M ill H ill, follow ed b y  a 
reunion at T A V R  C entre, 
Edgware

1100 hours— 7th B n w reath 
laying at H ornsey Parish 
C h u rch  service b y the H orn­
sey and Enfield Branch

1500 hours— 2/ioth B n R e­
m em brance D a y S ervice at 
S t  N icholas C h u rch , C h is ­
w ick

V isit to Reseau S ylvestre, L ille

☆ ☆
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ASSOCIATION NEWS
S ecretary ’s Notes

B e n e v o le n t  C a s e s

D u rin g  the period January i to N ovem ber 30, 
1975, the sum  o f  £ 1 ,5 1 4  58 w as expended in m aking 
grants to 91 ex-m em bers o f  the Regt.

T h e  A rm y  Benevolent Fund assisted w ith  11 
cases and contributed £900.

T h e  Regim ental Association has received the sum 
° I  £ i »39  ̂ from  the Q u een ’s R egt D a y ’s Pay Schem e 
for the period January 1 to D ecem ber 3, 1975.

D o n a tio n s — C h a r ita b le  F u n d

T h e  S ecretary gratefu lly  acknow ledges donations 
to the C haritable Fund from  Sqn L d r  J. M . A bell, 
M r  J. R . Barron, M r  A . A . B radley, M r A . W . J. 
Brow n, M r D . C avill, L t  C o l T .  W . C hattey, o b e , 

M r J. H . D orrington, M rs B. Ferguson (in m em ory 
o f  the late M r J. H . Ferguson, d c m ) ,  M r D. J. 
Fitzgerald, M rs F. O . A . Law rence.

T h e  2 7th Bn (1939-45) at their A n n ual D inner 
on O ctob er 3, 1975, collected , and donated to the 
C haritable Fund, the m agnificent sum  o f £64 27.

T h e  3rd Bn D in in g  C lu b , w hich has been in 
existence for nearly 50 years, has finally had to give 
up ow ing to dim inishing num bers and in order to 
close the account the sum  o f £9 86 was donated to 
the C haritable Fund.

M r A . Edw ards when presenting the m edals o f 
the late M r  W ally  C larke to the R egim ental M useum  
also m ade a donation to the C haritable Fund.

C h u r c h  S e r v ic e  a t  R o y a l  H o sp ita l, C h e ls e a

O u r annual C h u rch  S ervice at the R oyal H ospital, 
Chelsea, took place on Sunday, O ctob er 26, 1975. 
A  party o f  40 m em bers and their w ives attended, 
headed b y  the President o f the Regim ental A ssoci­
ation, L t  C ol T .  W . C h attey, o b e , and M rs C hattey.

T h e  O ld  C om rades u nder the com m and o f M aj 
R. W . J. Sm ith , m b e , w ere inspected b y  the G overnor.

T h e  Standard was carried by M r  G . S . H urlock.
A . E . F . W .

E A L I N G  B R A N C H

Since ou r last N ew sletter I have had a long letter 
from  Bill C ook  in A ustralia, w hich  was very welcom e 
as w e had not heard from  him  for a very long time.

H e tells us that he is nearly 79 b ut leading a very 
active life— b ow ling during the sum m er w ith  
m em bers o f  the Eastern C om m and o f the Australian 
A rm y and in the w inter he is fond o f  an evening at 
billiards and snooker.

H e has been follow ing the fortunes o f us here in 
E alin g through the pages o f  the N ew sletter and 
appears to be w ell inform ed on m atters in general. 
W e hope he continues to enjoy life for m any years 
to com e.

I heard also o f  ou r C hairm an, G eorge Ife. T h e  
cou ntry air is doing him  a w orld o f  good and he is 
able to get about q uite a bit. W’e m ay see him  again 
at ou r v ery  sm all m eetings but it takes him  three 
hours to get here.

I had a short chat w ith  B obby W illiam s over the 
phone and up to now have had no com plaints from 
the Post Office. N ot such good news about Ernie 
Duffield. H e had been an In-Patient at K in g  E dw ard ’s 
H ospital, W est Ealing, for a few  days when I had a 
phone call from  his son, so I took m yself up to see 
Ernie and I did not like the look o f him. Still he is 
pretty tough and I feel sure he w ill be up and about 
soon. A ll the rest o f us are still vertical and send Q|r 
good wishes to all D ie-H ards everywhere.

A l b e r t  W h i t e .

H O N G  K O N G  B R A N C H

A t  the Rem em brance D a y Parade held at the 
C enotaph on Sunday, N ovem ber 9, the M iddlesex 
R egim ental wreath was laid by C a p t Sim on Yates.

In view  o f  the fact that a flyover is to be built 
through the H appy V alley C em etery it has been^ ^  
proposed b y the D epu ty  Assistant C haplain G en era l^ ®  
H Q  Land Forces, as a result o f  a m eeting held on 
N ovem ber 12, that all m ilitary graves be exhum ed 
and re-interred at C hai W an M ilitary C em etery 
in a mass grave w ith  a suitable m em orial recording 
the names and details o f those buried. O bviously 
before this action can be taken notices are to be 
published in the U K  papers in order that surviving 
relatives m ay be inform ed o f the proposals.

S . J. Y .

H O R N S E Y  A N D  E N F IE L D  B R A N C H

O nce again m em bers o f the H ornsey and Enfield 
D ie-H ards C lu b  assembled for the H ornsey R e­
m em brance Service at the old C hurch  T o w e r on 
the path where the 7th  Bn and the O ld  Com rades 
always paraded, and then across to the Parish 
(tem porary) C hurch.

D u rin g  the course o f the Service in the church 
wreaths w ere laid in accordance w ith  tradition on 
b ehalf o f the 7th M iddlesex Officers C lu b , by L t  C ol 
D . E . Sim pson, and for the H ornsey and Enfield 
Branch, b y  ex -L cp l M ann.

T h e re  w ere about 1 4  m em bers in church  t<^^ 
rem em ber, in the presence o f the C olo urs o f the 7 tl^ B  
Bn, those w ho had fallen in tw o W orld W ars.

F or the first tim e there was no O ld  C om rade who 
served in the 19 14 -18  W ar present, but I am sure 
their spirits w ere w ith u s ; let us hope that next year 
there w ill be a b igger attendance o f  their successors 
w ho served and fought in the Bn betw een w ars and 
during the i 939- 45 on e-

T h e  Rector told m e that he hoped that by next 
N o vem b er definite signs m ight be seen o f the start 
o f  the new Parish C h u rch  w hich w ill include a 7th 
Bn M em orial C h ap el; the new Bishop o f  Edm onton, 
w ho preached at the Service, also indicated to 
that he was very anxious to get the C h u rch  s ta r te d .^

Ajfter the S ervice w e retired, as usual, to the 
H ornsey D rill H all, where we w ere joined by a few 
m ore ex-m em bers o f the 7th Bn and others, over 
a glass or so o f refreshm ent.

D . E . S.
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M I L L  H IL L  B R A N C H

T h e  last Saturday in Septem ber was an excellent 
evening o f dancing organised by Stan H urlock and 
helpers, the m usic was enjoyed by everyone and the 
generation gap in m usical taste was firm ly bridged. 
T h e  evening was further enhanced by the buffet 
prepared by Jim and A n n e T o rb et. A lthough the 
buffet was opened w ith  the words ‘Ladies to the 
bu ffe t’ I noticed a few  ‘ Ladies’ w earing lounge suits 
or blazers; there’s no accounting for taste in evening 
dress these days. Prior to the dancing w e all did a 

rt course in furniture rem oving, w hich gave us a 
rty thirst.

O ctober saw the return o f a serving D ie-H ard  to 
M ill H ill when S gt M ervyn  (F ritz) Sm ith, son of 
M aj D ick  Sm ith, joined 42 A rm y Y o u th  T eam  at 
Edgw are. H e was instantly co-opted to run the bar 
for ou r m onthly social, and w e all thank him  for his 
efforts. In spite o f  him  suffering the barm an’s 
nightm are (no draught beer) we all had a good time. 
T h e  raffle and C hristm as D ra w  w ere w ell supported,

•  as always, and bingo was extended to make up for 
the absence o f  M ac, our regular pianist, who was 
unable to attend ow ing to ill health; w e missed his 
playing and w ish him  a speedy recovery. T h e  month 
was blessed w ith  a w edding when V al K ersw ill 
was m arried on th e n t h ;  w e all wish her and Steve 
every happiness.

A lso during O ctober, I handed in m y A rm y kit 
at Inglis Barracks, having com e to the end o f m y 
colour service. Som e o f the items w ere issued from  
the same stores in 1951 when I was a you n g Die- 
H ard. I shall, how ever, keep up contact w ith M ill 
H ill as a constable w ith  the M O D  police at 30 
W orkshops R E M E .

N ovem ber brings us to ou r annual pilgrim age to 
W estm inster A b b ey  and ou r service at Inglis B ar­
racks, both o f  w hich w ere w ell supported by the 
branch. T h e  Standard was carried by Stan Kersw ill 
and the escorts w ere In-pensioners Fulton and 
W orton; the parade was m arshalled b y S gt M ervyn 
Sm ith.

O u r A n n ual Parade and Service o f  Rem em brance 
was held at Inglis Barracks on Sunday, N ovem ber 9. 
T h e  Standard-bearer was Stan H urlock and the 
bugler ‘ B abe’ D enton.

•  T h e  h ighlight o f  N o vem b er w ill be ou r Christm as 
D raw  on the 29 th ; more about that in the next News­
letter.

I close on a sad note. In O ctober w e lost our 
T reasu rer, T o m  M inski. His obituary appears else­
where in this Newsletter. H e was a fine m an and is 
greatly m issed. W e at E dgw are extend ou r sym pathy 
to D o roth y and Pam  in their bereavem ent.

O n  b ehalf o f all m em bers m ay I wish all D ie-H ards 
a happy and prosperous 1976.

L e s  P l u m b .

9th  B A T T A L I O N  B R A N C H

A t the Rem em brance D a y  S ervice at M ill H ill a 
good num ber o f the m em bers o f this Branch were 
present and also at E dgw are afterwards.

A m ongst these, w hom  w e were very pleased to 
meet, w ere T e d  L o ckyer, w ho cam e from  his home 
at Stockport, C ecil H ow es and Percy Fice, whom  
w e have not seen for som e tim e. C ecil and Percy

are octogenarians, having served in the Bn in 1914 
and afterwards.

Also present were ou r regular m em bers who attend 
every year and so keep the ranks o f  the 9th Branch 
well maintained.

It was a pleasure to see m any o f  the garrison 
stationed at M ill H ill in the C hapel and at the M e ­
m orial afterwards. A ctu ally  the C hapel was fu ll and 
I am sure this was greatly appreciated by the Rev. 
A . K . C hesterton, m a , w ho conducted the Service 
and gave the Address.

O n the previous day m em bers assem bled at the 
Field o f R em em brance at W estm inster A b b e y  and 
here it was greatly enhanced b y  the presence o f 
several civic dignitaries.

W e were escorted from  the G uildhall and back 
again by a very charm ing lady w earing the uniform  
o f the M etropolitan Police and I was not the only 
person to notice this.

T h e  E xecutive C om m ittee o f ou r Association 
decided that all m em bers o f  this gallant b ody should 
have a m em bership card. O ne has been sent to all 
ou r Branch m em bers w ith  ou r last letter in O ctober. 
Perhaps there m ay be a little confusion over the 
colum n m arked Newsletter in that I did not m ark 
som e, for I did not know- if  the m em ber had asked 
fo r the Newsletter.

M em bers have w ritten to me about this, I am  sure 
you w ill receive note o f  this, regardin g y o u r  su b ­
scriptions, from  o u r w orthy Editor, w'hen th ey are 
due.

A m ongst the correspondents is L t  G en  S ir  Brian 
H orrocks, k c b , k b e , d s o , m c , l l d , w ho was one o f  

the 9th form er Adjutants.
T h e  L t  G en  always sends his m onetary con tri­

bution, w hich is appreciated b y all. In his last letter 
recently received, we are told that he is now  in 
possession o f  a new  hip after a spell in hospital and 
hopes to be fu lly  m obile in the future. S ir  Brian 
also wishes to send his greetings to the B ranch 
m em bers, b ut ow ing to age and distance does not 
think he wrill be able to attend ou r functions in 
London.

M aj H . H . G rey , t d , inform s us that he has m oved 
from  Finchley Road to N ew castle upon T y n e , but 
w ill keep in tou ch  w ith  us.

M aj R eg Elson also has changed his address from  
E ly  to Royston, H erts.

M aj H. M . N . Price has m oved to Porthcotham  
Bay, C ap t E. C rook, d c m  to Sw in don , M aj J. F . 
M illard , o b e , t d , to C h ip p in g  C am pden and M r 
R. Parker to  B urghfield  C om m on, near Reading.

It is w ith  great regret that w e announce the 
passing o f tw o o f  the original 9th B n w’ho w ere 
w ith  us on o u r  jou rn eys in 1914— C . E . M allo w s and 
J. P. S . Salter. T h e ir  deaths w ere  not knowm to us 
until after the funeral, so w e cou ld  not be represented 
or send floral tributes.

W e are holding ou r A n n ual R eunion D in n er next 
year on Saturday, M a y  22, at the Q uality  Inn, 310 
R egent Street, W i .  Please m ake a note o f  this in 
you r diary. W e shall be sending details o f this event 
in A p ril next year.

Best wishes and a happy healthy life for C hristm as 
an d  the N ew  Y ear.

R . T .  M .
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W O s  A N D  S E R G E A N T S  B R A N C H

T h e  issue o f this q u arter’s Newsletter m arks the 
end o f another year and leaves us w ondering what 
next year has in store fo r us, not only personally 
b u t for the branch.

W e  can, how ever, look back over this year w ith, I 
think, a certain  am ount o f  satisfaction and pride, 
to w hat has been a successfu l 12 m onths. T h is  has 
been achieved by the interest shown and the loyal 
support given b y  o u r m em bers. F or despite the 
increase in the cost o f living, transport difficulties 
and other hazards o f  life, attendances at ou r m onthly 
m eetings have been all that can be desired.

A lth o u gh  over the past year we have lost such 
loyal m em bers as H arry  Parnell, O scar G eary, 
H arry  G rib b le  and T o m  M inski, the blank files 
caused b y  their departure w ere soon filled by new 
m em bers jo in in g up.

O u r m onthly raffles, a popular feature at our 
m eetings and w hich  gives us an extra source o f  in­
com e, have been w ell supported b y m em bers parti­
cipating and by m any o f  o u r ladies w ho each m onth 
so generously donate gifts as prizes. T h is  extra 
incom e coupled w ith  donations m ade by m em bers 
has enabled us to m eet the increase in postage, hire 
o f  the room  for ou r m eetings and cost o f the snack 
provided at such  m eetings and still leave us in the 
black w ithout calling on m em bers fo r an increase in 
their subscriptions. T h e  ever-popular Christm as 
D raw  has also been w ell supported and the fact that 
over 2,000 shares have been taken u p  this year, 
w hich  is far beyond that o f  previous years, shows that 
support and how  w ise it w as to retain the price per 
share to 5p. A lth o u gh  the draw  does not take place 
until S aturd ay, D ecem b er 13, I am sure w e can 
look forw ard to it b eing a success, for having over 
£100 to spend on prizes, the m ajority o f w hich  will 
be bottles o f  w ine and spirits, betw een 80 and 90 
prizes w ill be draw n for.

Y es! Looking back I am sure w e can say w e have 
had a successful 1975.

M an y o f  ou r m em bers attended the A n n ual C hurch  
Parade at the R oyal H ospital, Chelsea, in O ctober 
and also the Rem em brance Services at W estm inster 
A b b ey  on Saturday, N ovem ber 8, and the Chapel 
and Regim ental W ar M em orial at Inglis Barracks on 
Sunday, N ovem ber 9. I, unfortunately, was unable 
to attend these cerem onies ow ing to not being in the 
best o f  health, and so m uch to my sorrow  could not 
place our wreath on the M em orial. T h is  duty was 
carried out by our Chairm an, M aj A . E . P ea slig^  
I did, however, manage to get along to the reunflBP 
at Deansbrook D rill H all, and there met up with not 
only m any o f ou r m em bers but several com rades 
w ith  w hom  I served, notably C harlie  Donaldson, 
Bill Lee, Blanco W hite and John R olfe to nam e but a 
few . M eeting old com rades and chatting about old 
tim es makes one realise how w orthw hile it is to be a 
m em ber o f a branch, and to attend their m eetings 
and, o f course, to attend if  possible the functions 
held by the Association. So w hat about m aking this^  
one o f  you r resolutions for 1976? ™

N o w  for the N ew  Y ear, w hich w ill soon be upon 
us; can w e look forward to the same success that 
w e have had over the past year ? I sincerely hope so, 
and providing the same support is given and the same 
interest is shown, as has been in the past, then 
whoever writes our notes at the end o f next year will 
be able to speak o f  another successful year enjoyed. 
W ho knows, they m ay also be able to record a m eet­
ing when every m em ber was present, or is this 
w ishful thinking ?

A n d now  as Father T im e gets ready to welcom e 
the birth o f  a new year, we wish all D ie-H ards and 
their fam ilies a very M erry  Christm as and a H ealthy, 
H appy and Prosperous 1976, and m ay all branches 
experience the same success as w e have over the 
year that is now  ending.

L e n  J o h n s o n .

O B I T U A R Y

It is w ith  deep regret that w e have to announce 
that the follow ing have d ie d :

B i g n e l l — O n O ctob er 18, 1975, in O ldchu rch  H os­
pital, R om ford, as the result o f  a coronary throm ­
bosis, e x -W 0 2  G eorge Bignell, aged 64 years. 
H e enlisted in 1931 and after com pleting his 
recruit training, was posted to the 2nd Bn. D u rin g 
the 1939-45 W ar he served w ith  the 2/8th Bn b e­
fore and after it becam e the resuscitated 1st Bn 
and rem ained w ith  it until com pleting his C olo u r 
S ervice  in 1952.

D u rin g  his service he was a good disciplinarian 
and always took a keen interest in the training of 
com pany and battalion athletics and boxing 
teams. H e was a popular m em ber o f  the Sergeants’

M ess and w ill be rem em bered by those in G erm any 
for his skill in carving up stags after the shooting 
parties. O n leaving the service he joined a branch 
o f  a w ell-know n chain o f butchers but, after 
becom ing m anager, decided that he m uch pre­
ferred an outdoor life, and so he left and becam e 
a postman. A  series o f m inor heart attacks led to 
his early retirem ent and, after a long rest in 
hospital, he accepted light w ork in the offices cM 
the car-parking departm ent o f  H avering B oro u gfr 
C ouncil, where he was shortly before his death 
prom oted to superintendent.

A t his funeral on O ctober 23, the R egt was rep­
resented by C ap t Frank Redpath and ex-D ru m  
M ajor and M rs C . H oldford.

12

C o l e m a n — O n Septem ber 30, 1975, ex -D m r A lbert 
Edw ard Colem an (L / 19933 and 6190544), aged 
70 years. T im  Colem an enlisted into the Regt 
on A p ril 9, 1919 and was posted to the 3rd Bn 
as a m em ber o f the C orps o f  D rum s, he then 
being on B oy Service. Serving w ith the 3rd in 
G erm any when that battalion form ed part o f the 
A rm y o f O ccupation he later served in U pper 
Silesia. H e was cross-posted to the 1st Bn and 
w ith  them  returned to the U K  in A pril 1921, when 
the Bn was on strike d uty at D over. W hen a large

•draft was called for to make up the 2nd Bn then 
serving in E gypt, to Foreign Service Establish­
m ent, T im  was a m em ber o f this draft. A t M alta 
he was put ashore for m edical treatm ent and fo r­
gotten b y  R ecords for tw o months w hich caused 
him  to miss join ing the 2nd Bn in Egypt. H e 
eventually joined the Bn at T an glin  Barracks, 
S ingapore, when he becam e a valuable m em ber of 
the C orps o f  D rum s as an efficient perform er 
on the ‘F ’ flute. O n com pletion o f his C olour

•  Service in 1928, he transferred to the A rm y R e­
serve and was finally discharged on A pril 8, 1931. 
H is first em ploym ent was as a m ale nurse at 
C olney H atch M ental H ospital. T h is  did not suit 
his tem peram ent and he was later able to join 
the staff o f  the E lectricity Board w ith whom  he 
remained for 40 years. D u rin g  the 1939-45 war 
his was a reserved occupation, M aintenance E ngi­
neer, b ut allowed him  to be a m em ber o f the H om e 
G uard  and First O fficer in the A uxiliary Fire 
S ervice. In recent years his health gave cause for 
concern, and he had to undergo a num ber of 
operations. H e was a m em ber o f the M ill Hill 
Branch o f  the D ie-H ards C lu b  and a frequent 
visitor to the Regim ental M useum  at Bruce 
Castle.

E l l i s — O n July 5, 1975, at his hom e in Eastbourne, 
C o l C harles H ow ard Ellis, c m g , c b e , t d , aged 80. 
H e was granted a com m ission as a tem porary 2L t 
in the 5th (Special Reserve) Bn in Septem ber 1917 
and was a m em ber o f the British M ilitary M ission 
to Transcaspia from  June 1918 to June 1919. H e 
was released from  service in M ay 1920 and was 
repatriated to Australia, where he was born. He

•  returned to the U nited K in gdom  later and in 
February 1922 he was appointed to a commission 
in the T erritorial A rm y Reserve o f  Officers as a 
Captain on the G eneral L ist Infantry.

A t the outbreak o f  the 1939-45 war he was 
specially em ployed w ith  the M T  Directorate at 
the W ar Office and appointed an acting M ajor. 
B y O ctob er 1942 he had risen to the rank o f local 
C olonel and was em ployed on various liaison 
duties and m ilitary m issions in U S A , C anada and 
E gypt until being released from  service in A ugust 
1945-

H e was the author o f ‘Soviet Im perialism ’ in 
1970, and other works.

F l a m e n t — O n Septem ber 16, 1975, C hevalier 
Robert Julien Jean-Baptiste Flam ent, aged 62. 
Bob Flam ent was a Belgian N ational and an H on ­
orary M em b er o f  the M ill H ill Branch o f  the R egi­
m ental Association. H is pleasant personality and 
his organising ability im pressed all his British

com rades w ith  whom  he came in contact, especially 
m em bers o f the Belgian club and ex-Servicem en 
w ho attended the annual Belgian N ational D a y 
Parades in W hitehall. Bob did his conscript 
service o f 12 m onths from  S eptem ber 3, 1933, 
serving w ith the 25th Bn G enie C yclists (R E  on 
bicycles) until Septem ber 3, 1934, and was pro­
moted corporal during this term  o f service. In 
1938 he again served in the same battalion and 
division during the M u n ich  crisis but b y now 
the unit had special trucks. C alled  up again on 
Septem ber 3, 1939, when the G erm ans invaded 
Belgium , he was a front-line soldier until taken 
prisoner on M ay 28, 1940, but escaped to jo in  
the Belgian Resistance in 1941, later becom ing 
2 IC  o f a section in C 120 , Zone 1, then under 
orders from  London. W ith  the Resistance he 
remained until the liberation o f Belgium . O n 
Septem ber 3, 1944, he was w ith  the Resistance 
forces w ho liberated Charleroi for the 1st A m erican 
A rm y w ho fu lly  entered on the 5th.

H is m ilitary decorations and m edals were 
Belgian C hevalier O rdre de la C ouronne, R e­
sistance M edal, V olunteer M edal and clasp, 
C om m em orative M edal w ith  bar, A lb ert M edal 
(governm ent issue), the C om battant C ross  and 
the A S  (Arm ee Secrete) M ed a l— for cloak and 
dagger work. H e also held six other m edals for 
public service. F or a num ber o f years he w as the 
President F N C  Section, G reat Britain, w hich 
brought him  into contact w ith  m any British ex- 
Servicem en. T h e  last tim e m any o f us saw  and 
spoke to Bob Flam ent was on the Belgian Parade 
in June last, acting in his capacity as President. 
H e then looked in frail health but insisted on 
doing his duty to the last. T h a t is how  w e w ill 
rem em ber him.

G o o d a l l — O n O ctober 11, 1975, ex -C a p t C harles 
Edw in G oodall (7733212), aged 80. H e enlisted 
in the R egt on M ay  2, 1915, and served w ith  the 
1st B n  in France from  19 15 -16  and again from  
19 17-18 . H e was w ounded twice. F or the period 
1920-26 he served w ith  the C orp s o f M ilitary  
Accountants and rejoined the 1st Bn on M arch  17, 
1926, serving w ith them  in C hina, E gyp t and 
Singapore. H e was discharged on June 30, 1940, 
on being granted a Q uarterm aster Com m ission 
in the Sherw ood Foresters. H e retired in 1945 
after 30 years’ service. H e was in possession o f the 
follow ing m edals: M B E , 19 14 -15  Star, G eneral 
Service and V icto ry  M edals, 1939-45 Star, 
D efence M edal, W ar M edal and K in g  G eorge V I 
Coronation M edal. O n leaving the S ervice he was 
em ployed by Southern Railw ay at H ounslow  as 
a clerk, finally retiring in 1961. H e m oved to 
H edge End, Southam pton, and lived there until 
his death. H e becam e a very w ell-know n m em ber 
o f the com m unity and a staunch m em ber o f  the 
local church. H e was a very popular m em ber o f 
the R egim ent and w ill be sadly missed.

G r i b b l e — O n A ugust 29, 1975, ex -C p l H arry
G rib b le  (390832), aged 63 years.

H e enlisted in the S outh  W ales Borderers in 
1932 and was later claim ed into the R egt b y  his 
elder brother, Frank. A lth o u gh  he served in three
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o f  ou r Bns— the is t, 2nd and 1 /7th— his great 
love was for the is t  Bn, in w hich  he was a keen 
and active sportsm an, representing the Bn at 
boxing and tug-o-w ar. In 1941 he was one o f a 
sm all draft posted from  the is t  Bn in H ong K ong 
to the M idd le East, where he saw active service 
in the first D esert cam paign. A t  the end o f this 
cam paign he, w ith  the rem ainder o f  the draft, 
w ere sent back to base to form  a bom b disposal 
squad under the supervision o f a bom b expert 
R E  Officer. H e did considerable valuable and 
dangerous w ork w ith  this squad before join ing 
the B E F  in France, where he was posted to i/7th 
Bn and saw  m uch active service w ith  that fine 
battalion up to the end o f  the war.

A fter his discharge he returned to his form er 
civilian occupation o f barrow  b oy in the Paddington 
and W est End areas but later he decided to join  
London T ran sp ort as a ticket collector on the 
underground— a jo b  he held until his death.

H a y e s — O n  N o vem b er 18, 1 9 7 5 ,  ex-B dsm  W illiam  
H ayes ( L  11552), aged 86 years. Bill H ayes joined 
the R egt on F eb ruary 6, 1907, having been em ­
ployed as a baker prior to his enlistm ent. Posted 
to the 3rd Bn, he served w ith  them  during the 
latter part o f their foreign service until returning 
to England in D ecem ber 1914, ready for active 
service w ith  the B E F . In addition to being a 
m usician, he was also a m arksm an w ith the rifle. 
T ra in ed  as a sniper, he was em ployed in this 
capacity w ith  the 3rd Bn in the trenches when he 
was sniped by an enem y sniper, the w ound causing 
his grievous injuries leading to his discharge. 
F or m any years a tenant in the Regim ental 
M em orial C ottages at M ill H ill he finally m oved 
to the new  flats in G raham e Park, H endon, on the 
site o f the old  flying grounds. O f  late he had been 
ill, suffering from  lapses o f  m em ory and hallu­
cinations, his eventual decease b eing a happy re­
lease. A  m em ber o f  the M ill H ill Branch o f the 
D ie-H ards C lu b , he often, in form er days, played 
the piano at various gatherings in the C raw ford  
H u t in Inglis Barracks.

J a c k s o n — O n July  17, 1975 in H on g K o n g, ex-C p l 
A rth u r Jackson (6196911), aged 67. C p l Jackson 
enlisted into the R egt in 1927 and served in 
M adras w ith  the 2nd Bn. H e w as discharged in 
1930. H e re-enlisted in 1936 and after his recruit 
training was posted to the is t  Bn in H ong K ong 
in 1937. H e was taken P o W  on C hristm as D ay 
1941, and was repatriated to the U K  on O ctober 
31» 1945- H e was transferred to the A rm y Reserve 
on M a y  27, 1946.

H e again rejoined the C olo urs on June 24, 
1949, and in that year rejoined the is t  Bn in H ong 
K o n g  and w ent w ith  them  to K orea. T h e  is t  Bn 
returned to H ong K o n g  in 1951 and ‘Jacko’ 
becam e Post C orporal w ith  H Q  L a n d  Forces and 
rem ained in this post until 1966 w hen he was 
discharged on term ination o f  his engagem ent. 
H e then becam e a S ecu rity  G u ard  w ith  H Q  Land 
Forces in H on g K o n g  until he was forced to 
retire ow ing to ill health on A p ril 1, 1975. H e was 
in possession o f  the follow ing m edals— i 939- 45 
Star, Pacific Star, D efence M edal, W a r M edal,

Korea M edal and U nited Nations M edal.
M aj R. T .  W . M ellotte, Q ueen ’s R egt, very 

kindly represented the R egt at his funeral.

K i t c h e n e r — O n O ctober 20, 1975, Jenny, dearly 
loved w ife o f C ap t G . K itchener.

M i n s k i — O n O ctober 10, 1975. ex-C sgt Thom as 
W elsh M inski (6001799), a8ed 75- T o m  M inski 
enlisted originally in 1917, join ing the is t  Bn, T h e  
Q u een ’s Royal W est Surrey R egt, being given 
the R egim ental num ber 70373 , and vvith this 
served in the trenches until gassed and w o u n ^ P  
on the Som m e in 1918. Transferred to the A rm y 
Reserve in  1919, he engaged w ith the Territorial 
A rm y in July 1921, as a m em ber o f the 6th Bn 
T h e  Essex Regt, and served w ith  this unit until 
July 1923. D u rin g 1921 he served 96 days w ith 
the D efence Force during the Em ergency, which 
gave him  invaluable experience w hen he once 
again answered the call for volunteers during 
the G eneral Strike o f 1926. O n that occasion h e ^ ^  
served in E dinburgh  where the V olunteers w e r e ^ J  
arm ed with steel helm ets and a chair leg to deal 
w ith  the rioters w ho w ielded m uch m ore lethal 
item s o f hardware. O n January 13, 1927, he re­
enlisted into the 6th Bn, T h e  Essex R egt, being 
given the rank o f Sergeant, and in 1928 trans­
ferred to the is t  Bn Princess L o u ise ’s K ensington 
R egt as O rderly Room  Sergeant. In 1934 he 
was prom oted to C olour-Sergeant and was hold­
ing this rank in 1937 when ‘T h e  K ensingtons’ 
changed their title to Princess L o u ise ’s K ensington 
Regt, T h e  M iddlesex R egt (D uke o f C am b rid ge ’s 
O w n) in place o f being affiliated to the K R R C .
In A p ril 1940 T o m  was the C Q M S  o f ‘A ’ C oy 
when the Bn joined the B E F , eventually joining 
51st (H ighland) D iv. T o m  was one o f  the casu­
alties o f the fighting in June 1940, being m ade a 
PoW . A s PoW , he was a tow er o f strength to his 
com rades during their incarceration, his avuncular 
manner and advice bringing com fort to younger 
men in their distress.

H e set an admirable exam ple, taking up wood- 
carving, exam ples o f his w ork later being exhi­
bited at the exhibition organised by the Daily  
Telegraph. A  m em ber o f both the K e n sin g to n ^ ^  
and the D ie-H ards O C A , T o m  was treasurer 
the M ill H ill Branch at the time o f his decease 
and his passing is m uch lam ented b y  the m em bers 
vvith whom  he was a popular com rade. In addition 
to holding the British W ar M edal and V icto ry  
M edal for 19 14 -19 , plus the i 939~45 S tar and 
W ar M edal, T o m  was also in possession o f the 
T erritoria l Efficiency M edal w ith  tw o clasps 
m arking his m ilitary efficiency in both w ar and 
peace. A n d  in peace may he rest is the fervent 
wish o f  his m any friends.

P e r r y — O n O ctob er 1 2 ,  1975, C ap t F r e d e r ic ^  
W alter Perry, d c m  (L/14822 and 6189005), a g W i  
80. Fred Perry enlisted into the R egt on F eb ­
ruary 2, 1914, and on com pletion o f his recruit 
training was posted to the 2nd Bn. Servin g with 
this battalion from  A u gu st 1914 to M arch  19 15, 
he was one o f  the soldiers experienced in trench 
w arfare to be posted to the 3rd Bn, leaving the
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2nd Bn ju st prior to the Battle o f N euve Chapelle. 
Prom oted to L ance-C orporal on join ing his new 
battalion he remained with them  until he was 
wounded at Y pres in A p ril 1915. O n discharge 
from hospital he joined the 4th Bn in A ugust 
1915 and was prom oted Corporal. His prom otion 
to Sergeant follow ed in O ctober 1915. T h e  award 
o f the D istinguished C on duct M edal was made 
for his gallantry between A u gu st 20-26, 1918, when 
he was w ith  ‘ D ’ C o y  o f the 4th Bn at Bucquory, 
B ihucourt, Bapaum e Road during the Battle of 

^ ^ U bert. A  G erm an strong-point put up a great 
^ P g h t  w ith trench m ortars and M G s  but was rushed 

b y  C ap t Jamieson and S gt Perry and about three 
or four men. T h e y  got to the final objective 
about 5.30 am, capturing in all about 50 prisoners 
and killing a large num ber. In addition to the 
prisoners, seven M G s  and eight trench mortars 
were captured. Shortly after the objective was 
captured, the enem y barraged it heavily. Fred 
Perry was later A / C S M  and A /R Q M S . H e was

# discharged in February 1926. In 1940, he formed 
a L D V  force o f  platoon strength of 94, later to 
becom e the H om e G uard  23rd Pin, ‘ F ’ C oy, 
41st Bn, London R egt. H e remained in charge 
o f this platoon until S tand-dow n in D ecem ber 
1945. In addition to the D C M , he held the 1914 
Star w ith clasp, British W ar M edal, V ictory 
M edal, 19 14 -19  and the D efence M edal 1939-45. 
A  m em ber o f  the M ill H ill Branch o f the D ie- 
Hards C lu b , he was a regular correspondent al­
though unable to travel to Edgw are, to join in 
branch and regim ental functions. His welcom e 
letters w ill be missed.

V a l e n t i n e — Suddenly on M ay  7, 1975, at W orthing, 
aged 69. ‘Jim ’ Valentine joined the C orps o f  D rum s 
o f  the 7th Bn as a boy in 1920. A fter a break of 
some years he rejoined the 7th Bn serving in ‘C ’ 
C o y  at H ornsey. H e was a first-class rifle shot 
and soon gained a place in the R egim ental team.

Valentine was amongst the first to go to the 
M achine G u n  School at N etheravon on the senior 
N C O s  and W O s course when the B n was con ­
verted from  infantry to m achine-gunners in
1938. H e excelled in training the young recruits 
that flooded into the T A  in 1938-39 infusing 
them  w ith his enthusiasm  and instilling a true 
sense o f  Regim ental pride. H e was one of the 
first to be prom oted to Platoon Sergeant-M ajor 

and took his platoon to France w ith  the Bn in 
January 1939.

H e was aw arded the D istinguished C onduct 
M edal for conspicuous gallantry in the operations 
around D unkirk in 1940.

H aving returned safely from  D unkirk he spent 
a b rief tim e w ith the 7th Bn before being com ­
missioned into the R oyal Pioneer C orps. Shortly 
afterwards, he went to East A frica  and the M idd le 
East, where he saw m uch service as both pioneer 
and infantrym an, attaining the rank o f  C aptain. 
A fter the war, although he le ft the A rm y, he saw 
m uch overseas service in East Africa, Singapore 
and H ong K o n g  supervising b uilding and major 
works projects for G overnm ent agencies in those 
countries. H e returned to E ngland in the late 
1960s continuing w ith  sim ilar projects until his 
death. H e was always happy when he had m ore 
than a full day’s work to do and his untiring 
energy and sense o f  hum ou r always m ade the 
day seem easy to others as w ell as him self. H e 
was a devoted D ie-H ard  throughout his life.

H e leaves a w idow , M rs D . M . Valentine.
(W ith  acknowledgements to C ol D . R. W. Thomas, 

M B E .)

T h e  follow ing have also died recently and obituary 
notices w ill be published as soon as sufficient in­
form ation is available: C apt H . R. F. Butterfield; 
C ap t W . N . V are, t d .

*
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