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REMEMBRANCE DAY CEREMONIES

1974

T h e  F ie ld  o f  R e m e m b r a n c e
T h e  annual cerem ony at the Field  o f Rem em ­

brance at W estm inster A b b ey  took place on Saturday, 
N o vem b er 9.

A  large num ber o f  ex-m em bers o f the R egim ent 
w ere present, as w ell as civic dignitaries, headed 
b y the vice-chairm an o f  the G reater L ondon C ouncil 
(Ben M ason, Esq).

M ost o f  the boroughs ly ing w ithin the old county 
o f  M idd lesex w ere represented.

A fter the usual short service at the C oun ty 
M em orial in the M idd lesex  G uildhall, conducted by 
the Rev. P. L . Pearce G o u ld , o b e ,  late 1st Battalion, 
a procession headed by S gt. L . T .  P lum b as acting 
R S M  and M r S. K ersw ill, as Regim ental Association 
standard bearer, and escorted b y  three o f our Chelsea 
Pensioners (S gt R athbone and In-Pensioners Fulton 
and W orton), form ed up and m oved to the regim ental 
plot.

O n  arrival at the plot C ol. A . S. J. de S. C layton, 
o b e , d l , D e p u ty  C olonel (M iddlesex) T h e  Q ueen ’s 
R egim ent, after saying “ W e plant these crosses 
today in  m em ory o f  our fallen com rades o f  the 
M id d lesex  R egim ent” , planted the first cross. H e 
then invited the vice-chairm an o f  the G reater 
L ondon C ou n cil and M rs. M ason, follow ed by the 
d eputy chairm an o f  the G reater L ondon C ouncil 
and M rs. F ielding, to plant crosses. T h e y  w ere fol­
low ed b y  the C haplain  and, after him , the represen­
tatives o f  the underm entioned battalions in the 
order sh o w n :

1 st B n.— C o l. A . M . M an , d s o , o b e

2nd B n.— L t.-C o l. T .  W . C hattey, o b e

3rd B n.— M r. A . E . G ale
4th B n .— M r. C . A shb y
5th Bn. ( T A )— L t.-C o l. G . W . W eb b er, t d

7th Bn. (T A )— M r. A . E. S ills
1 /8th Bn. (T A )— C o l. M . H . Sum m ers, d s o ,

O BE, T D , DL 
2/8th Bn. ( T A ) — M ajor L . T .  H oneybun 
9th Bn. ( T A )— M r. R. T .  M eers 
1 10th Bn. (T A )— B rigadier B. B. Rackham ,

CB E , M C , D L 
2,10 th Bn. ( T A ) — M ajor C . H . K . Fisher,

M C , D L , JP  
12th (S) B n .— M r. J. Price 
17th (S) B n .— C apt. E . C rook, d c m  
19th (S) B n .— B rigadier D . B. R endell, m b e , m c  

C rosses w ere then planted by the rem aining 
civic dignitaries in the follow ing order:

T h e  M ayor and M ayoress (Alderm an and M rs.
W . G . H art) o f  the L ondon Borough o f  Barnet 

T h e  Deputy' M ay o r and D e p u ty  M ayoress 
(A lderm an John L in dsay and C oun cillo r M rs. 
A nne Lindsay) o f  the London Borough o f 
Enfield

T h e  D e p u ty  M ay o r (C ouncillor Ron T u rn e r) of 
the L ondon Borough o f  H aringey

T h e  D e p u ty  M ayor and D epu ty M ayoress 
(C ouncillor and M rs. N . G . Hines) of 
London Borough o f H arrow 

T h e  D epu ty  M ayor and D epu ty M ayoress 
(C ouncillor and M rs. H. L . Lew is) o f the 
London Borough o f  Richm ond-on-Tham es 

T h e  Chairm an (R. C . Politeyan, Esq.) o f the 
M iddlesex C ounty Association 

Finally a cross was planted b y M r. A . R. Drane 
in m em ory o f  those bandsm en and drum m ers of 
R egim ent w ho had made the suprem e sacrifice.

R e g im e n ta l  S e r v ic e
Follow ing our usual custom  we com bined with the 

H om e Postal and C ourier C om m unications D epot, 
Royral Engineers, for the Rem em brance D a y service 
in the G arrison Chapel, Inglis Barracks, M ill H ill, 
and the cerem ony afterwards at the Regim ental W ar 
M em orial on Sunday, N ovem ber 10.

Both the service and the cerem ony w ere con ­
ducted b y  the Rev. A . K . Chesterton, m a , C urate 
o f  St. P au l’s C hurch, M ill H ill, and follow ed’ the 
usual form . T h ere  was a large congregation present 
in the chapel and at the Regim ental W ar M em orial. 
W e w ere very pleased indeed to notice that, as in 
previous years, H ighgate School C C F  was represented 
b y  their com m ander, Squadron Leader M . G . 
Baker, and their sergeant-major, R S M  G . C hittock, 
BE M .

D raw n up in hollow square round the W ar 
M em orial after the service w ere detachm ents from 
H om e P C C D , R E, 12 C om pany W R A C , “ A ”  
C om pany (M x), 6th (V) Battalion T h e  Q u een ’s 
Regim ent, 211 (Edgware) C adet C om pany, M ill 
Hill Branch and 9th Battalion Branch o f the D ie- 
H ards C lu b , w ith the Association standard carri<^| 
b y M r. G . S . H urlock. ^

A fter the exhortation the bugler, M r. G eorge 
C hacksfield, sounded “ Last Post”  to signal the 
beginning and “ R eveille”  to signal the end o f the 
T w o  M in u tes ’ Silence.

W reaths were then laid at the foot o f the W ar 
M em orial on behalf o f the follow ing in m em ory o f 
those m em bers o f the R egim ent w ho had m ade the 
suprem e sacrifice:

R egim ental Association, b y  C ol. A . S . J. de S.
C layton, o b e , d l  

1st, 2nd, 3rd, 4th Battalions and D epot, b y  L t.-  
C ol. T .  W . Chattey, o b e  

5th and 6th (M ilitia) Battalions, b y  C apt. E. 
C rook, d c m

“ D ”  C om pany (M x) 5th (V) Battalion T h e  
Q ueen ’s Regim ent, by L t. T .  C . R. H u t t o ^ [  

“ A ”  C om pany (M x) 6th (V ) Battalion 4^  
Q ueen ’s Regim ent, b y  M ajor D . J. M argand 

M iddlesex H om e G uard, b y  M ajor C . E . E . Scott 
M ill H ill Branch, the D ie-H ards C lu b , b y  M r. 

W . A . W right
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9th Battalion Branch, the D ie-H ards C lu b , by 
M r. R. T .  M eers 

W O s ’ and Sergeants’ Branch, the D ie-H ards 
C lub , by M r. L . Johnson 

A t the m arch past w hich followed the laying of 
wreaths the salute was taken b y  C ol. A . S . J. de S. 
C layton, o b e , d l , who was accom panied by C ol. J. W . 
Bridge, C om m andant o f the H om e Postal and C ourier 
Com m unications D epot, RE.

A fter the parade those who had taken part or had 
been spectators m ade their way to the D rill Hall 
at Edgw are, where a reunion took place.

^ ^ A  retiring collection taken after the service on 
b ehalf o f the Royal British Legion P oppy Fund 
am ounted to £ 3 1 ' 50.

F O R T H C O M IN G  E V E N T S
D ate Event

T h u rsd ay, A p ril 17 O rganised visit to Regim ent 
M useum , B ruce Castle. 

Saturday, A p ril 26 1 /7th Battalion (1939-45) D in ­
ner at T A V R  C entre, Priory 
Road, H ornsey.

T uesday, A p ril 29 O fficers’ C lu b  C ocktail Party 
at U nited  Service and Royal 
A ero  C lu b , Pall M all, S W i.  

W ednesday, A pril 30 S pring G o lf  M eetin g at N orth 
H ants G o lf  C lu b , Fleet.

Curator : M ajor R . W . J .  Sm ith, M B E , T A V R  Centre, Deansbrook R d., Edgware, M iddx.

T h e  follow ing are recent acquisitions for the 
m u seu m :

M edals and bronze plaque o f L /C pl. J. C onw ay.
M edals o f C pl. F . J. H . Beesley.

M e d a ls  a n d  B r o n z e  P la q u e  o f  L /C pl. J. C o n w a y
John C on w ay was born in Islington, M iddlesex, 

and naturally as a patriotic Englishm an enlisted into 
the 21 st (Islington) Battalion o f the Regim ent as 
soon as he could be accepted, being given the regi­
mental num ber G / 15335. T h e  Battalion joined the 
B E F  in June 1916 as part o f  12 1st Brigade, 40th 
D ivision. A t G ouzeacourt W ood on the night of 

^■ Vpril 9/10, 1917, three platoons came under heavy 
^^fire from  three G erm an m achine-guns, causing 

several casualties. A  patrol o f  eight under the com ­
m and o f 2/Lt. F . S. Bryan m ade an attem pt to 
silence the fire but w ere w iped out w ith  the exception 
o f 2/Lt. Bryan. O ne o f  three w ho w ere killed in 
action was L /C pl. C onw ay, the total losses being 25 
killed, 38 w ounded and 1 m issing, (C apt. F . S. 
Bryan, m c , was killed in action in N o vem b er 1917).

O n the issue o f m edals in 1920 the British W ar 
M edal, V icto ry  M edal and the bronze plaque for 
those w ho gave their lives 19 14 -19 , bearing the 
name o f the deceased, were in this case sent to the 
w idow  o f L /C pl. John C onw ay, w ho presented 
them  to the Regim ental M u seu m  through the good 
offices o f M r. N orm an Brooks, the civilian clerk 
em ployed in the office o f  “ A ”  C om pan y (M x) 

(V ) Battalion T h e  Q u een ’ s Regim ent.
Presented by M rs. E . Garratt, zvidow o f L [C p l. J .  

Conway.

M e d a ls  o f  C pl. F . J. H . B e e s le y
T h is  group o f m edals consists o f the British W ar

M edal, the V icto ry  M edal o f W o rld  W ar I and the 
D efence M edal 1939-45. Frederick James H enry 
B eesley enlisted into the 4/ioth  Battalion o f  the 
Regim ent on July 10, 1915, being given the regi­
mental num ber T F / 2 15 1 1  and em ployed as a bands­
m an, an em ploym ent he retained until A p ril 1916, 
w hen he becam e a rifleman. O n his eighteenth 
birthday, January 22, 1917, he was posted to the 
2/ioth Battalion, then fighting in Palestine, where 
he later took part in the first battle o f G aza and the 
subsequent actions in that theatre o f  war. In January 
1918 he was posted to H eadquarters 160th Brigade, 
53rd D ivision, in w'hich the Battalion was serving, 
being em ployed as a driver on the Brigade H orse 
T ransport. W hen the 2/ioth Battalion was dis­
banded in A u gu st 1918 he was posted to the Royal 
W elsh  Fusiliers and served w ith  them  w hen Jeru­
salem was captured, this being the th irty-fourth  
tim e it had been captured and recaptured in its 
long history. O n  the renum bering o f the T e r r i­
torial Force in 1916 he was given the regim ental 
num ber TF/293646, the num ber stam ped on his 
two original m edals. T h is  num ber he retained until 
his discharge on February 17, 1919. T h e  follow ing 
day he enlisted in the Post Bellurn A rm y  as a “ F our- 
Y e a r  Bountym an”  and later was posted to the 2nd 
Battalion, w'ith w hom  he returned to the M idd le 
East serving in Abbassia Barracks, C airo , until he 
transferred to the Royal A rm y Pay C orps in O ctob er 
1920, retaining his A rm y num ber o f 6191743. In 
this C orps he was prom oted C orporal and in this 
rank after service in S idi Bisr, E gypt, took his 
discharge on M arch  3, 1923, on the term ination 
o f his engagem ent.

Presented by his widow, M rs. F . J .  H . Beesley.
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PERSONAL JOTTINGS

W e w ere very sorry to get news that L t. A lan 
A llch o m e, w ho had regularly attended the 2/7th 
Battalion dinner, was forced to m iss it this year as 
he was ju st recovering from  an operation.

W e sincerely hope that he is now  restored to full 
health again.

W h en  renew ing his annual subscription to the 
Newsletter recently, ex-S gt. D . C . Barr (6208127), 
w ho served in “ B ”  C om pan y o f  the z ly th  Battalion, 
sent his best wishes to his old com rades.

A  new ly joined m em ber o f the R egim ental A sso­
ciation is ex-Bdsm . H arry Byw aters (18829 and 
6189656). H e enlisted at the D epot, M ill H ill, on 
F eb ruary 17, 1919, and served w ith  the 2nd Battalion 
until 1928 in E gyp t, Singapore and India. H e was a 
good sportsm an, particu larly at hockey.

O n  leaving the service he jo in ed  the C orps o f 
C om m issionaires and was em ployed b y  G eneral 
M oto rs, for w hom  he w orked for 38 years.

D u rin g  the 1939-45 w ar he was called up and 
served w ith  the R A F  at U xbrid ge and in E gypt, 
which did not look so good to him  the second time. 
WThilst w ith  the R A F  he played hockey for 42 
G rou p .

C ongratulations and best wishes to those three 
7th Battalion octogenarians, ex-Sgt. Ernie D adson, 
M ajor S ir H arold G illett Bart, m c , and ex-C pl. 
“ M u m ”  Ellis, w ho celebrated their birthdays on 
O ctober 26, 27 and 28 respectively.

H er M ajesty T h e  Queen has given unrestricted 
perm ission to L t.-C o l. Julian D u  Parc Braham  to* 
accept and w ear the decoration o f the G rand C r c ^ l 
o f the O rder o f San Carlos conferred upon him  by 
the President o f the R epublic o f C olom bia in recog­
nition o f his services.

C apt. D avid  Falcke has been appointed S taff 
Captain (A) to H Q  19 Airportable Brigade, C o l­
chester. £

W e were delighted to hear recently from ex-Sgt. 
A lb ert “ O scar”  G eary, whom  w e have not seen 
for some time.

In order to live in com parative com fort as old age 
approaches he and his w ife m oved last O ctober to  a 
nice little one-bedroom ed bungalow  at B ishops’ 
Stortford.

M ajor M alcolm  G ilham , now serving on the staff 
o f H Q  S outh-E ast D istrict, A ldershot, has been 
appointed to take com m and o f  the D epot, T h e  
Q ueen ’ s D ivision in M arch  1976.

E x-D ru m  M ajor “ T in y ”  G oddard, m m , b e m , 

w ho as a corporal won the M ilitary  M edal w hen 
serving w ith the 1st Battalion in H ong K ong, has 
recently returned from  a visit to the C olony, where 
he m et ex-Pte. Jackson, who is now  a security guard 
at Lan d Forces H Q , and also Joe Lapski, w ho runs a 
printing business in Icehouse Street. D u rin g  his 
stay he was able to pay three visits to Stanley and 
two to Sun W ai, in addition to a walk from  his old 
pill box to S tanley Fort. In w riting o f his last-nam ed 
jou rn ey he says “ A b o u t 10 b loody m iles, b ut a few  
cool beers at the end o f the jou rn ey m ade it fee^ p * 
well w orth it” .

M ajor K en H ardcastle inform s us that he has now- 
changed his address to “ C rossw ays” , Ringstead, 
H unstanton, N orfolk, and w ould like all his old 
friends to note this.

A s it was not all then available, the personal in for­
mation about M ajor John H esketh in the last issue 
(N o. 27) o f  The Die-H ards Newsletter wras som ewhat 
sketchy.

On arrival in India in 1943 he was sent on an L A A  
course and afterw ards posted to 14th Indian L A A  
R egim ent at M ehgaon in the C entral Provinces. 
In M arch 1945 he was posted as a staff captain “ Q ”  
to H Q  4th C orps, and in July that year he was p osted  
as a staff captain to H Q  12th A rm y. H e was p ro m o t® , 
m ajor in O ctober 1945 and returned to the U nited 
K ingdom  for dem obilisation in February 1946.

It is probably not generally know n that the origi­
nator o f the T w o  M inutes S ilence on Rem em brance

P e t e r  M c R a e
& C O M P A N Y  L IM IT E D

L ife A ssurance Consultants 

Insurance an d  M ortgage Brokers

14-16 West Street, East Grinstead, 
Sussex

Telephone: East Grinstead 25977

Did you know  that besides protecting 

your family, life assurance can assist in 

other fields, such as education, house 

purchase, pension, and estate du ty?  We 

specialise in the needs of service person­

nel and w ou ld  be pleased to advise.

W e make no charges

W e also have departm ents specialising  

in other fo rm s o f general insurances 

w hich  are at your service

4

D a y was a D ie-H ard  named Edward G eorge H oney, 
w'ho served w ith  the R egim ent throughout the 
19 14 -18  war. W ritin g under the nom de plume of 
Jarren Forrester he suggested this tribute in The 
Evening News o f  M a y  8, 1919, and it was adopted 
b y  all the A llies.

In A u gu st 1922, as a result o f suffering from  con­
sum ption and the effects o f his war service, he died—  
in poverty. T h e  follow ing pathetic few  words w ere 
w'ritten o f him  after his death: “ T h e  w orld has 
forgotten him . T h e  w orld  cannot be blam ed for it, 
for it never knew  him  w hile he lived” .

^ ^ A  recent visitor to the C o u n ty  Office at Edgw are 
was M r. L . E . H ow ell, w ho joined the 3rd Bat­
talion in February 1917 and served w ith  that battalion 
until O ctob er 1917, w'hen he was transferred to the 
Suffolk Regim ent. In 1919 he w'as again transferred, 
this tim e as a m usician to the R A M C  S ta ff Band,

•1 w'hose strength he rem ained until his discharge 
om the A rm y. H e is now  em ployed at the Boosey 
and Haw'kes works adjacent to the T A V R  Centre at 

Edgw are, and as a m em ber o f  the M ill H ill Branch 
frequently attends their m onthly m eetings.

A  quite unexpected b ut v ery  w elcom e visitor to 
the C o u n ty  Office last m onth was M r. W . M cC lu m - 
pha (23950821), w'ho served in the 1st Battalion from 
1963 to 1967 and then w ith  1 Q ueen ’s. H e was also 
batm an-driver to M ajor-G en eral C hristopher M an 
w hen the G eneral w'as G O C  o f 49 (W est R id ing and 
N orth  M idlands) D ivision  D istrict.

H e now' lives at Stevenage, H erts, and works for 
Bowaters.

A s  a result o f his v isit he has been enrolled as a 
m em ber o f  the R egim ental Association.

It was w ith  som e surprise that w e received news 
last m onth that “ Jock”  M cN e ill, the honorary 
secretary o f  our Portsm outh and G osport Branch, 
had had to go into hospital for another operation for 
hernia. W hen he wrote g iv in g us this inform ation 
he wras convalescing at hom e and progressing well.

W e  w'ish him  a speedy and com plete recovery to 
his old form.

O ne o f ou r latest recruits to the Regim ental 
Association, ex-C /S gt. T o m  M in ski, w'ho has had a 
v ery  rough tim e in hospital during the past few 
months, gave us a v ery  pleasant surprise when we 
m et him  at the Princess L o u ise ’ s K ensington  R egi­
mental annual reunion on N o vem b er 9. D u e to his 
great w illpow er he has m ade a rem arkable recovery 
and appears now  to be in com paratively robust 
health. W ell done, T o m !

A n oth er recent visitor to the C o u n ty  Office at 
Edgw'are was e x -W 0 2  A . P. O ’ G orm an. H e enlisted 
into the R egim ent in  1958 and served w'ith the 1st 
Battalion in C yp ru s, B A O R  and at L y d d . H e w'ill 
be rem em bered as the O rd erly  Room  corporal, and 
later sergeant, and also for his exploits on the rugby 
field.

^ ^ M te r  L y d d  he m oved to H om e C ounties Brigade 
D epo t and then on to the Q u een ’ s O w n Buffs in 
H ong K ong. In 1967 he becam e C h ie f C lerk  at the 
D epo t Q u een ’s R egim ent, and in 1969 he was posted 
to C am p Farelf, Singapore, w'hen he was prom oted 
to W O 2  (O R Q M S ). In  1972 he joined 3 Q u een ’s.

H e has ju st been granted a Short Service C o m ­
batant com m ission in the Q ueen ’s R egim ent and 
posted to the 1st Battalion.

R ecently a io -year-o ld  boy, named C hristopher 
A sh b y, handed in  to the office at Edgw are an 
athletics team  medal for the high jum p for 1939 
w'hich he had found in an old typew riter b ought at a 
jum b le sale. T h e  w inner o f this m edal at the last 
sports o f the 2nd Battalion before the war was 
Pte. Pearce, H Q  Com pany.

I f  any reader know s o f his w hereabouts or, i f  he 
has since died, that o f  his next o f kin, he should 
inform  the Editor so that the medal can be returned.

N oel Peters (P S /1841), that loyal veteran o f the 
16th (Public Schools) Battalion, w rites to let us 
know that a short w hile ago he was one o f  a party 
w'ho m ade a pilgrim age to Belgium  and France, 
and that he was able to v isit B ucq uoy, near B eau­
mont Ham el, w-here the 16th Battalion lost so m any 
men on July 1, 1916. O n the occasion o f  this visit 
he was chosen to carry the U nion  Jack at the head o f 
a procession in w'hich there w ere 42 F rench  stan­
dards from  42 villages in the area o f  the Som m e.

Brigadier Basil Rackham  presided at the G allipo li 
Association dinner w hich  wras held at the R A F  
C lu b , Piccadilly, on O ctober 3 and was attended by 
60 veterans and their guests.

T h e  latest news o f  M ajor M ichael R ose is that, 
although he is still in a critical condition after the 
mine explosion in D hofar w hich  necessitated the 
am putation o f  both his feet, he is m aking slow' 
progress towards recovery.

H e is now' in the W estm inster H ospital, London.

M ajor Lew  is Shaw , form erly o f  the 9th Battalion 
and a consistent supporter o f  our O fficers’ C lu b  
functions, is retiring from  business at the end o f  the 
year and thereafter w ill be living on the continent in 
Italy.

W e hope, and believe, that he w ill still keep in 
touch and appear, w henever he can, at ou r fu n c­
tions.

A t the annual reunion o f the O fficer Prisoners o f 
W ar (19 14 -18 ) D in in g C lu b  held on O ctob er 30 
at the R A F  C lu b , P iccadilly, C o l. R onald Sher- 
b rooke-W alker was in the chair.

A lthough he only join ed  the O fficers’ C lu b  early 
last year, M ajor “ T o m m y ”  T h om p son , form erly 
o f the 9th Battalion, is in age ou r oldest m em ber. 
In recognition o f  this L t.-C o l. G raham  F ox who 
served w ith  him  in  the 19 14 -18  w ar has kindly 
w'ritten an interesting article about him  and his 
service w ith  the 9th Battalion, w h ich  is reproduced 
on page 6.

In a letter to L e n  Johnson, honorary secretary of 
the W O s and Sergeants Branch, ex -S gt. A . E . 
(“ G in ger” ) W adsw orth, w ho w ill be w ell rem em bered 
b y  m any D ie-H ards, especially those w ith  the 1st 
Battalion in H ong K o n g, apologises fo r being 
unable, ow ing to his w’ork, to attend m any o f  the 
m onthly m eetings. H e w ould, how ever, m uch like 
to hear from  his contem poraries. H is address is 
15 N ew ton R oad, Farnborough, H ants.
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M A J O R  H . W . T H O M P S O N , M B E
“ T o m m y ” , as he w as know n in the Regiment, 

w as educated at T o n b rid ge School, com m issioned 
to the 9th Battalion in 1908 and served w ith  the 
Battalion from  then until the end o f 1919, w hen on 
returning hom e for dem obilisation he transferred 
to the T A R O .

T h e  Battalion w as em bodied in 1914 when on 
training and proceeded to Sittingbourne, whence it 
departed for India in the same year. In  1915 
“ T o m m y ”  volunteered in response to an appeal for 
officer reinforcem ents to go to M esopotam ia, where 
(I think) he joined a Regular battalion o f the N orfolks. 
H e w as w ounded w ith  that battalion and returned 
to India, w here he rejoined the 9th. W hen the 
Battalion was m obilised for service in M esopotam ia 
“ T o m m y ”  returned to that expeditionary force 
w ith  his battalion and was present at the siege of 
N ejef, the battle o f  the Jebel H am reen, the crossing 
o f  the L esser Z a b  and the last battle against the 
T u rk s  at Sherghat. A t  N e je f the H aw aish M ou nd 
w hich  he captured w ith  a platoon w as subsequently 
know n as “ T o m m y ’ s M o u n d ” .

In  the spring o f  1919 a com posite battalion was 
form ed for the A rm y  o f  O ccupation consisting of 
personnel from  the 5th East Surreys, the Q ueen ’s 
W est S urreys and the 9th M idd lesex. T om m y 
com m anded the M idd lesex  C om pan y in  that 
Battalion.

W h en  in  M a y  1919 trouble started in K u rdistan  
the M id d lesex  C om p an y w as sent w ith  the initial 
punitive force and was in action at Q uara A n jir, 
C hem  C hem al, the B azyan Pass en route for S u l- 
am aniyah.

A t  the battle o f  the B azyan Pass S heik M ahm ud, 
the K u rd ish  leader, was w ounded and when 
“ T o m m y ”  found him  he relieved him  o f his dagger 
and thus the notorious M ahm u d surrendered his 
arms on the field o f  battle. “ T o m m y ”  has that dagger 
today and has prom ised to leave it under his w ill to 
the R egim ental M u seu m  together w ith  his ow n 
m edals.

A t  the end o f  1919 the K u rdistan  operations 
closed dow n, w hen “ T o m m y ”  w as aw arded the 
M B E , one o f  his subalterns, N . W . C larke, having 
been aw arded M C  w h ilst serving w ith him  in that 
cam paign.

S h ortly  after dem obilisation, on return home, 
T o m m y  developed T B  and w ent to the T B  sana­
torium  at M id h u rst, w here he m ade a good recovery 
and w as able to resum e his peacetim e activities as a 
preparatory' school m aster at W ellesley  H ouse, 
W estgate-on-Sea.

D esp ite  his T B  record he m anaged som ehow  at 
the outbreak o f  W o rld  W a r II to jo in  the Royal 
R egim ent o f  A rtillery  and so durin g the second war 
he served as a gunner as his old 9th Battalion did. 
A  strange coincidence, w hich  did nothing to affect 
his status as a dedicated “ D ieh ard ”  now  retired and 
livin g at W orthing, w ith  a copy o f  “ S tead y the D ru m s”  
and a Regim ental Ice B ucket drum  to keep him  going 
not to m ention an extraordinarily well preserved batch 
o f  photographs taken durin g his service w ith  the 
Battalion. In age the senior surviving m em ber o f  the 
Battalion.

G .L .F .

CO RRESPO N D EN CE

From : L t.-C o l. D . E . Simpson, T D
Deem s Cottage,

Caledon Close, 
Beaconsfield,

O ctober 6, 1974.
T h e  Editor,
The Die-H ards Newsletter 
D ear Sir,

A s there have been som e worries expressed re­
garding the safety o f the old C olours o f  the 
Battalion since they were laid up at the Hornsey 
Parish C hurch, I have been asked by the D epu ty  
Colonel (M iddlesex) to let you know  the situation 
and to ask you to publish this letter.

Since the old parish church was dem olished the 
Colours are hanging in the tem porary church, w hich 
is the church hall a few  hundred yards w est and oa| 
the opposite side o f the road. T h e  hall has beeHJ, 
consecrated for services and is now  only used for 
w orship as a church. N o other activities take place 
in the hall itself.

T h e  C olours are on w hat should be called the 
“ w est”  end o f the hall, facing the altar, and our 
mem orial screen is used as the reredos o f  the altar.

W hen the new  church is built, all the plans have 
been cleared, there w ill be a 7th  M idd lesex M em orial 
C hapel incorporated in the schem e, and the Colours, 
together w ith  that o f the old H am pstead Volunteers, 
w ill be taken there.

T h a t the church authorities treasure both the 
Colours and the mem orial screen I know  w ell, and 
the rector recently assured me that they are honoured 
to have them  in their safe keeping and m ore than 
anxious to see once again a proper m em orial chapel 
in  use.

A n y  D ie-H ard, whether 7th  or any other battalion, 
w ould be welcom e at the church for a service or if 
he wishes to see the Colours.

I hope that this w ill set you r readers’ m inds at 
rest.

Y ours sincerely,
D . E. S i m p s o n  (L t.-C o l.) .

t

☆  ☆

*

6

T H E  M ID D L E S E X  R E G IM E N T  G O L F IN G  
S O C IE T Y  

A u tu m n  M e e t in g  1974
A nother v ery  successful and enjoyable meeting 

was held on the course o f  the N orth  H ants G o lf  
C lu b , Fleet, on Friday, O ctober 11.

A  total o f 26 took part, thus equalling the record 
attendance set up for the autum n m eeting in 1972. 
O f  the entrants w e w ere particularly pleased to 
w elcom e as newcom ers M ajors H ugh Lohan and 
H arold C ouch.

^ ^ T h e  support given  to these m eetings b y  serving 
^Hbmbers is very m uch appreciated. A t this meeting 

there w ere six altogether, including two C O s (L t.- 
C ol. M ike H ayw ard, 1 Q u een ’s and L t.-C o l. John 
H ewson, 6 (V ) Q u een ’s).

T h e  detailed results, each decided over 18 holes, 
w ere as follow s:

Stableford Singles Points
scored

7th  M ID D L E S E X  O F F IC E R S ’ C L U B  D IN N E R
T h e  47th annual dinner o f the 7th M iddlesex 

O fficers’ C lu b  was held at the U nited  Service and 
Royal A ero C lu b  on T h u rsd ay, N ovem ber 7, 1974.

L t.-C o l. J. D . G unnell, TD, presided and the 
official guest o f  the evening was L t.-C o l. J. M . 
H ewson, M C , C om m anding 6th (V ) Battalion T h e  
Q u een ’s Regim ent.

O thers present w ere:

C ol. A . M . M a n , d s o ,  o b e
C ol. J. P. A . M cA d a m , o b e  (guest)
C ol. D . R . W . T h o m as, m b e
C ol. F . W alden, m b e , d l
L t.-C o l. J. C . d u  Parc B raham , t d
L t.-C o l. P . J. H all, o b e , t d
L t.-C o l. D . E. Sim pson, t d
M ajo r M . J. B eaum ont, t d
M ajor R . M . Cain
M ajo r P. M . C rossland (guest)
M ajor S. L . J. H enshaw , t d
M ajor R . J. Le ighto n , t d
M ajor M . L . M uirhead
M ajor J. E. N aish , t d
M ajor B. St. G . A . R eed, m c
M ajor R. W . J. Sm ith , m b e  (guest)

C ap t. M . J. S. D oran
C ap t. S. le  M . Enthoven
C ap t. J. Spen cer R ichards
C ap t. D . O . M . T hom as
C ap t. J. W ebb
C ap t. G . J. Y o u n g , t d
L t. D . H . S. H erriott
L t. S. B. H urst
L t. T .  C . R. H utton
L t. P. J. O ttino
L t . J. R . Spooner
L t. R . G . C . T h o rn ton
L t. J. A . van de Pol
M r. D . M c D a v id  (guest)
M r. M . H . D . M iln e  (guest)

M ajo r J. I. D . P ike (w inner, H orton C up)
C ap t. R . J. T arran t (runner-up)
L t.-C o l. T .  W . C h a t t e y ..............................
M aster H ow ard  C layd en  . . . . . . . . 29
L t.-C o l. J. R . B. W orton  ............................................. 28
M r. N . A . T a y lo r  . .  . .  . . . . . . 28
M r. G . A . T a y lo r  ........................................................... 27
C ap t. P . S . Ingham  . .  . . . . . .  25
M r. C . H oldford ............... ........................................................... 24
M r. T .  F . Jones . . . .  . . . .  . . 24
M r. M . R. T .  W alden . .  . . . . . . . .  24
L t.-C o l. C . N . C layd en  . .  . .  23
L t.-C o l. M . V . H ayw ard ............................................. 22
M ajor R. C . H . B ellers . . . . . . . .  . . 22
M r. M . H . P. Ingham  . .  . . . . 21
M ajo r G . G o rin g  . . . . . . . .  . .  20
M ajor A . R . B isset . . . . . . . .  . . 19
M ajor H . E . C o u ch  . .  . .  . .  . .  19
M r. N . A . Brooks . . . . . .  . .  . . 19
C ap t. M . J. B a l l .........................................................................  15
M r. M . J. C hillery 
M r. E. Johnson 
M r. C . D . M atthew s 
L t.-C o l. J. M . H ew son 
M ajor H . M . du  V . Lohan 
M rs. C . N . C layd en  (divot)

• T h e  winner was decided on the better score over the last 
nine holes.

B ogey Foursom es
M ajo r J. I. D . P ike and M r. M . R . T .  W alden 

(w inners, Jay T ro p h y)
L t.-C o l. C . N . C layd en  and M ajor G . G o rin g  

(runners-up)
C ap t. M . J. Ball and M r. M . H . R. Ingham  . . 

k M r . N . A . T ay lo r and M r. G . A . T aylo r 
iL t . - C o l .  M . V . H ayw ard and L t.-C o l. J. M .
W  H ew son

L t.-C o l. T .  W . C h attey  and M ajo r A . R . B isset 
M r. H . J. C h ille ry  and M r. T .  F . Jones 
M ajor H . E. C o u ch  and C ap t. R . J. T arran t 
L t.-C o l. J. R . B. W orton and M r. C . D .

M atthew s
C ap t. P. S. Ingham  and M r. N . A . Brooks 
M r. C . H oldford  and M aster H ow ard  C layd en  

f T h e  runners-up w ere decided on the best 
last n ine holes.

B efore  asking M rs. “ T o ss ie ”  W orton  kindly to present the 
prizes, L t.-C o l. T o m  C h attey  thanked all those present for 
su pporting the m eeting and especially those w h o had com e 
from  a distance.

N E W S L E T T E R  E X P E N S E S
T h e  E ditor gratefu lly acknowledges a donation 

from  M r. H . J. M ello r tow ards the expenses o f 
producing The Die-H ards Newsletter.

7 d ow n f 
7 down
7  down

8 down
10 down
11 down
12 dow n

13 dow n
14 down
15 down 

score over the

F R E E  N E W S L E T T E R S
jg ^ T h e  E ditor wishes to thank C apt. F. G . A shby, 

M r. T .  A . Barton, t d , L t. T .  W . D eeves, 
c m g , c b e , m c , M r. W . J. G ilyatt, m b e , M r. H. 
G rib b le  and M r. G . S . H urlock for their generosity 
in paying extra subscriptions so that free copies of 
The D ie-H ards Newsletter can be sent to deserving 
O ld  Com rades.

W. J. DARDRY
FLORIST

f o r

F lo w e r s , P la ñ ís  e tc .

Telephone 346 5680 

10 H O LD E R S H ILL  P A R A D E  

M IL L  H ILL  • NW 7 1L Y

(Opposite Hendon Cemetery &  Crem atorium
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O B I T U A R Y

It is w ith  deep regret that w e have to announce
that the follow ing have d ie d :

B i r d .— H e enlisted in the Regim ent on N ovem ber 
22, 1 9 1 1, as G eorge Poulter, the name o f his 
stepfather. In A u gu st 1914 he w ent to the B E F  
w ith the 4th Battalion, and was w ith “ D ”  C om ­
pany at O b o u rg  Station on A ugust 23 when the 
opening shots o f  the Battle o f  M on s w ere fired. 
H ere he was w ounded and taken prisoner, re­
turning hom e on the signing o f  the Arm istice, 
w hen he joined the 6th (Special Reserve) Battalion. 
O n  the term ination o f  his service he was em ployed 
as a tailor, a skill for w hich  he becam e a craftsm an 
as a result o f  his training in the tailor’ s shop 
during his soldiering days. In 1936 he enrolled in 
the T erritoria l A rm y, join ing 345 C om pany, RE. 
In 1940 he was em ployed at 12th F igh ter G roup  
H Q  until 1941, w hen he was posted to a search­
light b attery as a bom bardier. H e rem ained w ith 
this unit for three years. H e was then attached to 
the Intelligence C orps in Belgium  until June 
1945, w hen he was dem obilised.

F o r m any years he m ade the annual pilgrim age 
to M on s in A u gu st and to Brussels on N ovem ber 
11 for the R em em brance D a y  Serivce.

H e w as the secretary o f  the L ondon Branch o f 
the O ld  C ontem ptib les and published an in for­
m ative and hum orous new sletter to keep this 
rap id ly  d im inishing group o f  veterans up to date 
w ith  old soldier new s. F or m any years he held 
office at the St. K ild a ’s C lu b  at N o rth  Finchley, a 
clu b  for ex-S ervicem en  o f  all arm s o f the service.

H arry  B ird w as a great character and w ill be 
m issed b y  a host o f  friends, both B ritish and 
Belgian.

C l a r k e — O n O ctob er 26, 1974, ex -S gt. W alter 
C larke (M / T  078920), aged 93. H e enlisted in  the 
R egim ent in 1899, jo in in g the 1st Battalion in 
India after his initial training. In 1905 he was 
invalided hom e to N e tley  H ospital and discharged 
on  m edical grounds due to heart trouble. R e- 
enlisting on the outbreak o f  w ar in  1914 he was 
posted to the A rm y Service C orps and served w ith 
the B E F  in 1915 and 1916. In 1916 he w as attached 
to the S erb ian  A rm y  in  Salonika as m otor trans­
port sergeant o f  708 C om pany. H e was a m em ber 
o f  the C orps w hen it becam e the R oyal A rm y 
Service  C orps in  1918 in recognition o f  its services 
on the various battle fronts. H e w as finally  d is­
charged in 1919, again on m edical grounds, and 
was aw arded the 19 14 -15  Star, British W ar M edal 
and V icto ry  M ed a l and, in addition, the silver 
badge for those invalided on w ar service. H is 
last years w ere spent in the S tar and G arter 
H om e fo r D isabled  Sailors, Sold iers and A irm en 
at R ichm ond. In  the w ords o f  the m atron, “ he 
slipped aw ay q u ietly”  in  the early hours o f 
O ctob er 26.

F u l k e r — O n O ctober 19, 1974» ex-Pte. H enry
F ulker (6090), aged 92. H e enlisted into the 
M idd lesex Regim ent, M ilitia, in the name o f 
H enry Faulkner on D ecem ber 28, 1899. H e was 
discharged from the M ilitia on February 
1900, and enlisted into the M iddlesex R egim ew *' 
the follow ing day. H e saw service in the Boer 
W ar w ith  the 2nd Battalion and, on returning 
hom e after the war, he was posted to the 1st 
Battalion in India. O n A ugust 1, 1904, he claim ed 
a transfer to the 2nd Battalion T h e  Border R egi­
m ent in order to serve w ith  an elder brother. H ^  
served with that Regim ent until he was t r a r f l l  
ferred to the A rm y Reserve in F eb ruary 1908 an?r 
w as discharged on term ination o f his engagem ent 
on February 8, 1912. H e enlisted into Section 
“ D ” , A rm y Reserve, T h e  Border R egim ent, in the 
name o f H enry Fulker on February 26, 1912. 
M obilised on A ugust 5, 1914, he was later trans­
ferred to the M ilitary  F ort Police in O ctober
1916. H e was discharged on ceasing to fulfil 
A rm y physical requirements on July 12, 1918. H e 
subsequently served in the M etropolitan Police 
until his final retirem ent on reaching the age 
lim it.

H a m i l t o n — O n Septem ber 11 , 1974, suddenly,
M ajor J. A . (“ Sam m y” ) H am ilton, t d . A lthough 
he had been in ill health for som e tim e, his death 
was nevertheless unexpected. “ S am m y”  jo in ed  the 
8th Battalion in the early 1930s and, apart from  a 
short period when he was w ith  the Royal M ilitary 
Police, served continuously w ith  the Regim ent 
until the end of the last war. W h ilst w ith  the 8th 
Battalion he was w ounded at D u n kirk  and never 
entirely recovered. O n dem obilisation he resum ed 
his career in the C ity , where he was a partner in a 
large firm  o f stockbrokers. F or 14 years “ S am m y’ — 
was a m em ber o f the Stock Exchange C o u n c iB !  
and this year he was the R enter W arden o f  the 
W orshipful C om pany o f T u rn ers, o f w hich  he 
had been a m em ber for a considerable tim e.

H e w'as a delightful person w'ith a keen sense of 
hum our and ready w it and never seem ed to change 
in  spite o f  the passing years. H e leaves a widow', 
two children and three grandchildren, to whom  
w e extend our deepest sym pathy.

( With acknowledgements to M ajor G . H artley, 
T D , D L .)

H a s t i e — O n Septem ber 27, 1974, e x -W 0 2  A lb ert 
John H astie (6200798), aged 60. H e enlisted in 
the Regim ent on January 16, 1933, and, after 
com pleting his recruit training at the D epo t at 
M ill H ill, joined the 2nd Battalion at C olchestt^ ^ 
H e w ent to E gyp t on O ctober 22, 1935, 
returned to the U nited K in gdom  in February 
1936, serving on w hat was then know n as the 
“ Save E gyp t draft” . H e rejoined the 2nd Battalion 
and during the 1939-45 w ar saw  active service 
in N o rth -W est E urope in 1939-40 and 1944-45.
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H e was finally discharged in January 1955 on the 
com pletion o f 22 years w ith the Colours. On 
retirem ent he becam e a civil servant at Portsm outh 
and rem ained as such up to the time o f his death.

H e was an active m em ber o f  the Portsm outh 
and G osport Branch and he w'ill be sadly missed 
b y  his m any old comrades.

O s b o r n e — O n  O ctober 17, 1974, peacefully at home, 
C oralie, w idow  o f C ol. the R ev. H enry P. Osborne, 
O sborne, d s o , late 3rd Battalion, w ho com m anded 

^ th e  12th (Service) Battalion during the 19 14-18  
ar.

W a t s o n — O n  A u gu st 28, 1974, L t.-C o l. D ouglas 
Barker W atson, aged 78. H e was com m issioned 
in the Regim ent at the outbreak o f w'ar in 1914 
and joined the 2/ioth Battalion at Stam ford 
Brook w ith  his brother, R. O . C . W atson, who

•fell at the first Battle o f G aza on M arch  26, 1917. 
“ D B ” , as he was know n to all, served w ith  distinc­
tion throughout the Suvla B ay (G allipoli), E gyp ­
tian and Palestine cam paigns, 19 14 -18 , and was 
aw arded the M ilitary  Cross. H aving been recom ­

m ended for, and taken, a Regular com m ission, 
he joined the 1st Battalion at G ravesend early in 
1919 and served w ith  that Battalion until his 
retirem ent, when he was transferred to the R egular 
A rm y R eserve o f  Officers. O n the outbreak of 
the 1939-45 w ar he rejoined the 2nd Battalion at 
G ospo rt and w ent to France w ith  that battalion. 
H e was subsequently posted to the R oyal E n gi­
neers School o f  T ra n sp ort and then to the Railw ay 
T ra n sp ort C entre, H alifax, after w hich  he becam e 
Com m andant o f an A rm y  cam p at Bordon, 
Hants.

Betw een the w ars and after the i 939- 45 w ar he 
was em ployed b y  the C anadian Pacific Railw ay, 
finally retiring from  that com pany as European 
freight m anager.

F or the past seven years “ D B ”  was the president 
o f the 2/ioth Battalion O C A . H e w ill long be 
rem em bered as a warm -hearted and generous 
friend and com rade, and his passing leaves us all 
the poorer.

{W ith acknowledgements to M r. A .  D . Scudamore,
O B E , honorary secretary,2/ 10th Battalion O C A .)

ASSOCIATION NEWS

S ecretary ’s Notes

B e n e v o le n t  C a s e s
D u rin g the period January 1 to O ctob er 31, 1974, 

the sum  o f  £914-80 was expended in m aking grants 
to 62 ex-m em bers o f the Regim ent.

A n  additional £844 was received from  the A rm y 
B enevolent Fund as a result o f  applications b y  the 
Regim ental Association and was used to  assist 11 
m ajor benevolent cases.

D o n a tio n s — C h a r ita b le  F u n d
T h e  secretary gratefu lly acknowledges donations 

the C haritable Fund from  S qn . L d r. J. M . 
/vPell, M r. B. A . C raw ley, B rigadier N . P. Procter, 
c b e , m c , M adam e F. D elvaux-W attier, M r. R. B. 
G lassup, M r. C . H . G o ff  and M r. R. G room bridge.

T h e  2/7th Battalion (1939-45) at their annual 
dinner collected and donated to the C haritable Fund 
the m agnificent sum  o f  £45 60.

C h u r c h  S e r v ic e  a t  R o y a l  H o sp ita l C h e ls e a
O ur annual church service at the R oyal H ospital, 

Chelsea, took place on Sunday, O ctob er 27, 1974. 
A  party o f  50 m em bers and their w ives attended, 
headed b y  the president o f the Regim ental A ssocia­
tion, C ol. A . S . J. de S . C layton, o b e , d l , and M rs. 
Clayton.

T h e  O ld  C om rades, under the com m and o f  M ajor 
R. W . J. Sm ith, m b e , were inspected b y  the D epu ty  
G overnor.

T h e  standard was carried b y  M r. G . S . H urlock.
A . E . F . W .

E A L IN G  B R A N C H
T h e  proposed am algam ation o f E aling w ith  

H ounslow  Branch has not m aterialised, so w e are 
back to square one.

A t ou r last branch m eeting it w as decided to carry 
on as w e are, holding tw o m eetings a year, in A p ril 
and Septem ber, at 56 W arksw orth  G ardens, Isle- 
w orth  T W 7  5JP. W e shall at least be able to sit and 
talk (and afterw ards drink) in com fort.
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O u r v ery  able treasurer (A ndy) w ill get m ost o f 
the boys there and I shall see that they go home 
reasonably sober!

T h e  R uston M em orial plaque w as duly handed 
over to the m useum  at B ruce C astle together w ith  a 
m em orial plaque o f the 2 10th Battalion and the 
m edals o f ou r late M r. Fred Beesley o f that Battalion 
19 14 -18 . C ongratulations to those w ho run the 
m useum — it’ s a picture.

G la d  to report the good health o f m ost o f  our 
m em bers and I am sure they jo in  m e in sending 
good wishes to all D ie-H ards.

A l b e r t  W h i t e .

H O N G  K O N G  B R A N C H
R egrettably the num ber o f D ie-H ards in the 

C o lo n y has dw indled in the last few  years. In an 
attem pt to contact any w ho m ay be unaware o f the 
existence o f the H on g K o n g  Branch an advertisem ent 
is to be placed in the local press.

K n o w n  D ie-H ards in the C olo n y at present are 
L t.-C o l. M au rice Leonard, o b e , r \ i p , w ho is A P M  
at H eadquarters L an d Forces. H e served w ith  the 
1 st Battalion betw een 1945 and 1947, w ith the 2nd 
Battalion in Palestine 1947-48 and again w ith  the 
1st Battalion 19 52-55. C apt. S im on Y ates, honorary 
secretan- o f  the H ong K o n g  Branch, is serving on 
the staff o f H Q  Land Forces as S ta ff Captain “ Q ”  
Q uartering.

M r. .Arthur Jackson (6196911), served w ith  the 
1st Battalion from  1936 to 1966 and is em ployed by 
the A rm y  D epartm ent P olice at H Q  Lan d Forces 
and w ishes to be rem em bered to old friends.

R ecent D ie-H ard  visitors to H on g K o n g  have 
been B rigadier D en is Rendell, the Provost M arshal 
(A rm y), w ho was passing through having visited 
R M P  units in Singapore and H ong K o n g and M ajor 
T o n y  L o w rie , w ho served w ith  the 1st Battalion 
from  1964 and subsequently w ith  4 Q u een ’s before 
transferring to the G urkhas in 1969. H e has now- 
left the A rm y  and is w orking in the stockbroking 
field.

T h e  hillside M id d lesex  B adge, w hich those who 
have served out here w ill recall is on the hill to the 
north o f  G allipo li Barracks (form erly San W ai 
C am p) in the N e w  T erritories, has recently been 
refurbished b y  the Royal H on g K o n g  Regim ent 
(the Volunteers) and is once again a dom inating 
landm ark.

I had hoped to include a photo and negative o f the 
hillside badge b ut the P R  genius photographer 
destroyed the negative b y  accident!

H O R N S E Y  A N D  E N F IE L D  B R A N C H
O nce again m em bers o f  the H ornsey and Enfield 

B ranch attended the H ornsey Parish C hurch  
Rem em brance service.

T h e  first part o f the service and the Silence w ere 
held in the old churchyard o f  S t. M a ry ’s; 14 ex ­
m em bers o f  the 7th  Battalion paraded there along 
the same path w here the Battalion used to line up 
w ith  the O ld  C om rades. O u r sm all num bers w ere a 
far cry  from  the days when we filled half the nave of 
S t. M a ry ’ s C h u rch ; the band accom panied the 
organ and the C olo urs w ere laid on the altar.

A fter the S ilence individual and organisation 
w reaths w ere laid in the churchyard at the old

church tow-er, b ut ours w ere reserved for later in the 
service.

W e then all m oved across the road to the tem ­
porary St. M a ry ’s C hurch, w hich is the form er 
church hall.

H ere we were surrounded by fam iliar things. T h e  
altar reredos and the altar w ere from  ou r old M em ­
orial Chapel in the old church, the Book o f  R e­
m em brance o f  the 1939-45 w ar rested on the altar 
and proudly on the w est w all o f the church w ere 
hung the laid-up C olours o f the 7th.

D u rin g the service in church, after the first 
hym n, the Rector referred to the connections o f ttffc 
7th Battalion and the church, to the altar and rered ^ ^  
and the Colours, and then our w-reaths w ere laid 
at the altar rail. T h is  year the one from  the H ornsey 
and Enfield Branch was laid b y  L es  H osslen and 
that from the 7th M iddlesex Officers’ C lu b  b y  L t.-C o l
D . E. Sim pson.

W hat memories w ere recalled o f services in tlm  
old St. M ary ’ s, when three wreaths w ere laid, 
Battalion C O  m arching up in com pany w ith  the 
others! I felt their ghosts w ith  us as w e w ent up this 
year.

T h e  service ended— back to H ornsey D rill H all 
for a drink and a talk. T h ere  w ere about 24 D ie H ards 
there this year, the oldest being “ S andy”  Savage, 
w ho joined the 7th in 1912.

L e t us have som e m ore o f  you  younger old ones 
in 1975. Y o u  w ill be welcom ed at church as w ell as 
at the D rill Hall.

D . E . S.

M I L L  H IL L  B R A N C H
A s w ill be seen in the obituary colum n, the G rim  

Reaper has been b usy during the quarter taking 
his toll, especially o f our ow n branch m em bers. 
T w o  w ere nonogenarians: W alter C lark, w ho was 
93, and H arry Fulker, w ho was 92— 185 years b e­
tw een them . T h a t takes us back to  1789, when the 
77th Regim ent w ere in Bom bay preparing to take 
the field against T ip p o o  Sultan and gaining the 
R egim ent’ s earliest battle honour, “ M yso re” . One 
other casualty'- was that w ell-know n ebullient charac­
ter, H arry Bird, w ho always drew  a noisy and 
enthusiastic com pany around him at any gatherinj|^B 
Y o u  could hear his chattering w hatever the s u b je c t  
under discussion m ay be, his com m ents being as 
sharp as the needles he w ielded so dexterously in 
his chosen craft as a tailor.

T h e  Rem em brance cerem onies, as w ill be read 
elsewhere in this Newsletter, w ere w ell supported 
b y  m em bers o f the branch. N o t only w ell supported, 
but also w ell recorded on an excellent film taken by 
M rs. V era K ersw ill at W estm inster A b b ey  on 
N ovem ber 9 and at Inglis Barracks on N o vem b er 10. 
M ost striking was the alignm ent o f the three In- 
Pensioners o f the Royal H ospital, C helsea, as they 
escorted the regim ental standard across the grass 
to ou r own regim ental plot. T h e  dressing was 
perfect, g iving the im pression from  the right flank 
that it was one scarlet uniform ed body w ith  si: 
feet! A t the m ini-reunion in the drill hall at Edgv^B^ 
after the parade at ou r regim ental m em orial on 
Sunday it was a pleasure to see a table surrounded 
b y  form er bandsm en and drum m ers w ho had been 
encouraged to be present b y  M r. A . R. D rane. 
T h e  old “ badgies”  w ere M ajor C . W . D onaldson,
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M essrs. H arry Byw aters, G eorge Chacksfield, 
“ B ab e”  D enton, “ W a g”  H am lin, Fred  H azlewood, 
T e d  H ill, A rth u r L ew in , Stan L loyd, E ric Phillips, 
John R olfe and T e d  Souch, plus “ B rew er”  D rane, 
as m entioned above, and m yself, 14 in all.

T h e  m ost recent event was the club Christm as 
draw, ab ly organised and run b y Stan and Vera 
K ersw ill, assisted b y  their daughter, Valerie. T h ere  
were 100 prizes, the m ost expensive being a crocheted 
shawl donated by ex-S gt. “ G in ger”  Short, m m , 

w ho w on his decoration, an im m ediate award, in 
N orth  Russia in 1919. T h is  beautifu l article w-as

f >rked b y  M rs. Short and eventually w on by Richard 
um b, the son o f Sgt. L es  P lum b, now  a staff 
recruiter. In a branch new sletter I had m ade a 

hum orous suggestion for m em bers to com e to the 
draw  and m aybe they w ould w in a flask o f whisky 
or perhaps a bouquet o f  thistles, due to the draw- 
being held on S t. A n d rew ’s night. V era Kersw-ill

• ined in the spirit o f the suggestion and constructed 
prize o f a p lastic fram e com ing from  the earth in a 
flow-erpot, the greenery being a sprig o f  thistle 

leaves w ith  ill-intentioned and needle-sharp prickles, 
the “ fru it”  b eing tw-o m iniature bottles o f  whisky. 
T h e  fond hope was that it w ould com e to me as a 
prize, b ut N em esis is remorseless and it was won by 
the instigator, V era Kersw-ill herself. T o  offset this 
sharp riposte, a bouquet o f flowers was presented 
to Vera to express the appreciation o f  the branch 
for the hard toil she had put in, the presentation 
being m ade b y  M rs. M ollie  W alden.

O n this note o f the start o f our Y u letid e  festivities 
I m ust close these, the M ill H ill notes for 1974. 
T o  D ie-H ards o f  all branches o f the Association, of 
all generations and in all clim es, w e send our com ­
radely greetings for a joyous N oel and a year o f 
peace and contentm ent in 1975. G o d  bless you  all.

M a j o r  D i c k  S m i t h .

P O R T S M O U T H  A N D  G O S P O R T  B R A N C H
It is on a sad note that I have to open this issue 

o f  our notes for the Newsletter, and that is the loss 
o f  one o f our faithful m em bers, nam ely Bert H astie,

I w ho passed aw ay suddenly, w hich  was a great shock 
us all.

B ert was a great believer in the Regim ental 
Association and its ideals. H e was always cheerful 
and had a happy, good-natured disposition.

T h e  branch attended his funeral and the Requiem  
M ass held at S t. John ’s C atholic Cathedral, Ports­
m outh.

W reaths w ere sent by both the branch and the 
R egim ental Association and these were greatly 
appreciated b y  his w idow . B ert will be m uch missed 
b y  his m any old pals and at the annual reunions.

Branch activities have been rather at a loss these 
past few  m onths, w-ith attendances only averaging 
five or six, so it is ju st a natter and hom e.

It is v ery  disappointing and disheartening the lack 
o f response w e received in tryin g to get m embers 
to attend. W ith  all the ex-m em bers located in this 
area w e should be able to get som e really enjoyable 
evenings, b ut they don’ t want to know, so w hat does 
one do?

R. M cN .

W O s A N D  S E R G E A N T S ’ B R A N C H
B y the tim e this contribution o f ours is published 

1974 w ill have drawn to a close.
Lo okin g back over the year it does not appear to 

have been very b right as regards the everyday w ay 
of life. W e have had pow er and fuel strikes and go 
slow on the railway, shortages o f  and increased cost 
o f  petrol, shortages o f  sugar and salt, the G eneral 
Elections, increases in the cost o f  living and m ore 
than our share o f bad weather.

H ow ever, there w ere some brighter m om ents 
that bring happy and cheerful m em ories. T h e y  
w ere the tim es w hen, at the various functions orga­
nised by the R egim ental Association and at the 
m onthly m eetings, w e w-ere able to enjoy the com ­
radeship and happiness in  m eeting up w ith  the 
m any friends and com rades w-ith w hom  w-e had 
once served. It could be clearly seen at all these 
events that so long as the D ie-H ards spirit o f  esprit 
de corps is maintained, and our bond o f com radeship 
is fostered, a silver lining w ill always appear in 
w hatever dark cloud hovers above.

T h is  spirit has certainly been show-n by ou r m em ­
bers by their attendance at m eetings. T h rou gh ou t 
the year solid support has been given each m onth and 
though, as it is on ly to be expected, num bers d rop­
ped during the holiday season, th ey have now  got 
back to norm al.

Stron g support has also been given to our C h rist­
m as draw- this year and, w ith  the n um ber o f  tickets 
sold far exceeding those o f previous years, gives 
p ro o f o f  the popularity o f this annual event and o f 
the m em bers’ appreciation o f  those w ho organise 
and run it.

A t  our m eeting held in Septem ber w e had the 
pleasure o f entertaining four o f  ou r C helsea P en ­
sioners. P roo f o f the enjoym ent they obtained from  
the hospitality o f m em bers present was show-n not 
only by their personal thanks but b y  their reluctance 
to depart when the car arrived to take them  back 
home.

M an y o f our m em bers w ere present at the follow ­
ing functions held by the Association during the 
last quarter: the annual church  parade at the Royal 
C helsea H ospital on Sunday, O ctob er 27, the laying

Over a C en tu ry-o ld  Partnersh ip  . . .
L ike th e  Serv ices, w e h av e  a  tra d itio n  to  u p h o ld , a t  th e  sam e  tim e  ta k in g  a d ­
v an tag e  o f  sc ien tific  p ro g ress  in  th is  ag e  o f  m e c h a n isa tio n , yet m a in ta in in g , 
th ro u g h  a  specia l d e p a r tm e n t,  a  p e rso n a l a n d  h e lp fu l l in k  w ith  o u r  c u s to m e rs , 
w h o m  w e a re  ever w illing to  ad v ise  a n d  assis t in th e  p ro d u c tio n  o f  th e ir  jo u rn a ls  
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o f crosses o f  Rem em brance at W estm inster A b b ey 
on Saturday, N o vem b er 9, the R em em brance D ay 
service at Inglis Barracks and the reunion at Edgvvare 
on S un day, N o vem b er 10.

W e w ere all very' sorry’ to learn that H arry Parnell 
has been in hospital for som e time and likely to 
rem ain there for som e tim e yet. A lthough at the time 
o f w ritin g  these notes fu ll details o f  his condition 
are not know n, w e pray that he w ill recover. M en  
like H arry are hard to find, a true and w orthy 
D ie-H ard , one w ho, I know , w ill fight w ith  D ie- 
H ard spirit to overcom e his illness and step out on the 
road o f  recovery'.

N o w  w ith the hope that y’ou w ill be reading this 
before C hristm as D a y  dawns, m ay I w ish all D ie- 
H ards everyw here a v ery  m erry and enjoyable 
Christm as, coupled w ith  best wishes for a very 
happy, healthy and prosperous New' Y ear. M ay  
1975 be bright, full o f jo y  and happiness and as the 
bells toll out the end o f 1974 I hope that y o u ’ ll join 
m e in drinking a toast to The Die-H ards and to 
success to ou r sister branches.

L e n  J o h n s o n .

2 7 th  B A T T A L IO N  (1939 -45) O C A
T h e  annual reunion dinner was held on Friday’, 

O ctob er 4, 1974, at the V icto ry  E x-Services C lub , 
S eym ou r Street, L ondon W 2, w ith  L t.-C o l. Dennis 
R obbins in the chair. T h e  67 m em bers present were 
honoured b y  the presence o f three guests, C ol.

A vm ar C layton, C ol. Fanny W alden and M ajor 
Frank W aldron. A nother eight m em bers had in­
tended being present but w ere prevented from  com ing 
at the last m oment.

As always happens, several people w ere attending 
for the very first tim e, and those w ithin  reasonable 
distance declared their intention o f becom ing regulars 
from  now on.

A  num ber o f m em bers came long distances to 
attend, including Ron T rafford  from  Saltburn, 
now' in C leveland but form erly in Y orksh ire, and 
Roland V ielvoye from  Plym outh.

T h ere  w ere over 30 letters and one te legrajfc  
apologising for non-attendance, including lette^r 
from C alifornia, Iowa and British C olum bia from 
D en Shillington, Joe Bird and C . R. D . H astings 
respectively.

D u rin g the evening the usual collection w'as made 
for the Regim ental Association and, together w ith 
contributions sent through the post b y  those u n a b ^  
to attend, realised £45 60.

Everyone present appeared to enjoy them selves 
and finally w'ent hom e looking forw ard to meeting 
again at the same place on Friday, O ctober 3, 
1975, so if  any form er m em ber o f the 2/7th reads 
this w ho is not on the regular m ailing list but w ould 
like to attend, he should w rite to the secretary o f the 
R egim ental Association, w ho w ill ensure that he 
receives the form al notice.

R o n  T a y l o r .

P r in te d  in E n g la n d  

b y  F . J .  P a rs o n s  L im ite d ,

N e w s p a p e r  H o u s e , G re a t  N e w  S tre e t , L o n d o n  E C 4 P  4 E R , 

H a s t in g s  a n d  F o lk e s to n e  
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