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H O N O U R S  A N D  A W A R D S
W e send ou r heartiest congratulations to the fo l­

lowing past and serving m em bers o f the form er 
M idd lesex R egt (D C O ) w ho have received the 
H onours and A w ards stated:

M B E
M aj V . W illiam s, Quarterm aster, H eadquarters, 

N orth  W est London A rm y C ad et Force.

B E M
W O 2  G . H yam s, ‘ H Q ’ C o y  6/7 (V) Bn Q u een ’s 

Regt.
S gt M . J. W ard, ‘A ’ (Surreys) C o y  5th Bn (V) 

Q u een ’s Regt.

JU B IL E E  M E D A L
L t C ol G . L . Fox, t d , d l , form er C om m anding 

O fficer, 9th Bn.
W O 2  P. J. C hapm an, ‘ C ’ C o y  (Sussex) C oy.
C pl W . J. M u rphy, ‘B ’ (M iddlesex) C o y  6/7th Bn 

(V ) Q u een ’s Regt.

M E N T IO N E D  I N  D E S P A T C H E S  
(N o rth e rn  Ire lan d )

M ajs R. H . G raham  and B. A . Carlston.

M E R IT O R IO U S  S E R V IC E  C E R T IF IC A T E S
S gt M . J. W ard, ‘A ’ (Surreys) C o y  5th Bn (V) 

Q u een ’s Regt.
S gt A . L .  H . C ow land, ‘B ’ (M iddlesex) C o y  6/7th 

Bn (V ) Q u een ’s Regt.



R E G I M E N T A L  C A L E N D A R  O F  E V E N T S

D ate Event

A utum n G o lf  M eeting at N orth 
H ants G o lf  C lub , Fleet

2/7 Bn O C A  D inner at V ictory 
C lu b , Seym our Street, W 2

Attendance at C hurch  Parade, 
Royal H ospital Chelsea

W ednesday 
O ctob er 5

Friday 
O ctob er 7

Sunday 
O ctob er 23

S aturday C erem ony at Field o f  Rem em -
N o vem b er 12 brance, W estm inster A b b ey

S unday 1000 hrs— R em em brance D a y
N o vem b er 13 Service at Inglis Barracks,

M ill H ill, follow ed by a 
Reunion at T A V R  C entre, 
Edgw are 

1045 hrs— 7th Bn W reath L a y ­
ing cerem ony at H ornsey 
Parish C hurch, b y  the H ornsey 
and Enfield Branch 

1500 hrs— 2/ioth  Bn R em em ­
brance D a y  Service at St 
N icholas C hurch, Chisw ick

N o vem b er V isit to L ille— private parties
(dates awaited)

MAKE A NOTE OF THESE DATES N O W

A N N U A L  S E R V IC E  O F  R E M E M B R A N C E

T h e  A nnual Service o f  R em em brance took place in 
the Regim ental M em orial C hapel in St P au l’s 
C athedral on Saturday, M ay  14, 1977, at 2.30pm, 145 
attended. T h e  service was conducted by the Rev 
Sam uel C u tt, Succentor o f S t P a u l’s, assisted b y  the 
R ev  P . L . Pearce G ou ld , OBE, m a , R ector o f Backwell, 
Bristol.

T h e  Regim ental H assocks w ere in use for the first 
tim e and w ere m uch admired.

A N N U A L  R E U N IO N

T h e  A nnual Reunion was held on Saturday, M ay 
14, 1977, at Porchester H all, Q ueensw ay. A  total of 
251 attended. A  splendid evening follow ed and a 
p leasing feature o f  the evening was the num ber of 
Officers w ho attended. In one com er I saw a group 
o f  D iehards consisting o f C ap t D on C arson, now 
D irector o f M usic K in g ’s D iv, C ap t D ennis Bayton 
(retired D irector o f M usic), Bandm aster C liv e  French 
now  Bandm aster 1st Bn R oyal H am pshire R egl, 
Bandm aster B ill Jackson, now  retired, W O 2 ‘B o y ’ 
R outledge, serving Junior Leaders Bn, Bdsn D aw son 
and Lester. C ap t H . C . K . B ently D irector o f  M usic 
w ith Brigade o f  G urkhas could not attend. T h e  
D iehards can certainly produce good m usicians.

It was pleasing to see so m any fam iliar faces and 
w e hope for even m ore next year.

A L B U H E R A  D A Y
A t 11 am on A lbuhera D ay a wreath was laid by 

M aj A . E. F. W aldron on behalf o f the President o f 
the Regim ental Association on the Regimental W ar 
M em orial at Inglis Barracks, M ill H ill; M aj R. W . J. 
Sm ith attended with a few members o f the R egi­
mental Association.

A  num ber o f Diehards called in at Edgw are and a 
small reunion wras held to commemorate our famous 
day.

In the evening M aj R. E. Lowans and Officers 
‘ B ’ (M iddlesex) C o y  6/7th (V) Bn T h e  Q ueen’s R e ^ ^ ^  
invited m yself and a num ber of D iehards to ‘T oast 
the R egim ent’ in the Officers M ess, Edgware. T h is  
was a very kind thought and m uch appreciated. T h e  
C om pany C oncert Party afterwards entertained us all 
in the canteen.

B E N E V O L E N T  CASES
D u ring the period January 1 to June 30, 1977» the 

sum  o f £ 1 ,6 9 16 0  was spent in assisting 57 m e m b e s ^  
o f  the Regim ent. T h e  A rm y Benevolent F u n ^ ^  
contributed £706.

B A R N E T  A R M Y  B E N E V O L E N T  A P P E A L  
C O M M IT T E E

T h e  Barnet A rm y Benevolent Fund A ppeal 
C om m ittee held a very successful curry lunch party 
at the T A V R  C entre, Deansbrook Road, Edgware 
on Sunday, A p ril 24, 1977. O ver £250 was raised and 
150 guests enjoyed a selection o f curries prepared by 
L t  T e d  C ornw all, A C C , and his team  from  the H om e 
Postal U n it Royal Engineers, Inglis Barracks, M ill 
H ill.

T h e  C om m ittee consists o f the Chairm an M r Eric 
S titcher, j p , Treasu rer M r B. Salt, H onorary Officers 
M r D . S ign ey and M aj A . E. F. W aldron.

Barnet remains the top A B F  fund raising borough 
in M iddlesex. T h e  next curry party will be held at 
Edgw are on Sunday, Septem ber 25, 1977. Please give 
us you r support.

D E R B Y  O U T IN G
A  party o f 55 O ld  Com rades and relatives attended 

the D e rb y  O uting this year. T h e  weather was kind 
and a good day followed. One successful p u n te i^  
watched the horse he backed win and turned rour^^B 
to collect his winnings to find the bookm aker ha cl 
vanished. I cannot tell you his name but his A rm y 
num ber was 6201445 and he lives at A lbuhera Close.

L E G A C Y
T h e  late L t  C ol A . N . O verell, who died on 

S eptem ber 28, 1976, has bequeathed to the R egi­
mental Association Charitable Fund the sum  o f  £50. 
W e are indeed grateful for this generous gift.

D O N A T IO N S — C H A R IT A B L E  F U N D
T h e  Secretary gratefu lly acknowledges the follow ­

ing donations to the Charitable Fund from : Sqn  L d jg ^  
J. M . A bell, C ol I. H . Battye, m b e , M r J. H . F a r m ^ P  
borough, M r A . C . G ill, M r W . J. G ilyatt, m b e , M aj 
S ir  H ildreth G lyn-Jones, t d , M r C . L . H oltom , m m , 
C ap t J. H . S . H udson, M r  S. W . Loe, M r  A . J. M ann, 
C o l W . E . Pringle, m c , t d , d l , j p , M r H . E. Short 
(R oyal N avy— H K  P O W ), C ol D . R. W . T hom as, 
m b e , M r H . S. W arren, M r J. H . W entw orth, M r  H. 
W oodw ard, M r F . E . W ookey.
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R E G I M E N T A L  D E R B Y  S W E E P S T A K E

T h e  D e rb y  Sweepstake organised in aid o f  the 
R egim ental M useum  was very well supported this 
year. T h e  receipts from  the sale o f tickets showed an 
increase o f £55 over last year.

T h e  Regim ental M useum  Fund received the sum  
o f  £159-22. R eceipt and expenditure account shown 
below.

RECE IPTS AND EXPENDITURE

o
Received from  sale o f  tickets 

and donations 
Less Registration fee 
P rinting and stationery 
Adm inistration expenses

i 25 
66-00 

7-00

£ 7 4 2 5

A vailable for distribution

I  D IST R IB U T IO N

"R egim en tal M useum  Fund 
(5° %  ° f  net proceeds)

P rize  Money
1 st prize (25 %  o f  net proceeds) 
2nd prize (15 %  o f  net proceeds) 
3rd prize (1 0 %  o f  net proceeds)

£
392-70

£318-45

£
159-23

79-61
47-76
3 18 5

£159-22 159-22

T otal £318-45

W ednesday and Sunday w ould be his days off. It is 
desirable, b ut not necessary, that applicants should 
live w ithin a short distance o f Bruce Castle, T o tte n ­
ham. Interested applicants should contact the 
S ecretary o f the Regim ental Association w ho w ill be 
pleased to  give details o f pay, etc.

F R E E  N E W S L E T T E R S

T h e  E ditor wishes to thank the follow ing m embers 
for their generosity in paying extra subscriptions so 
that free copies o f  the Diehards Newsletter can be 
sent to deserving O ld  C om rades:

C apt K . W . A ttrill, M r A . Bailey, M r  D . C . Barr, 
M r T .  A . Barton, C o l I. H . Battye, m b e , C apt 
T .  F. G . C arless, C ol K . J. C arter, M aj C . F. 
C arvell, L t  C ol T .  W . C h attey, O BE, M r  J. C . C lark, 
M r C . J. C lark, M r A . W . D aniels, M aj P. D onovan, 
m b e , C ol W . D . E llis, OBE, t d , d l , L t  D . M . Everard, 
M r J. H . Farm borough, M rs H . M . G eary, M r A . C . 
G ill, M r  W . J. G ilyatt, m b e , M r J. H endry, M r J. D. 
H ills, C apt J. H . S . H udson, M r S. L . L lo yd , M r 
W . E . Lockyer, C ol L . G . Lohan, m b e , t d , M r A . J. 
M ann, C ol B. H . M arciandi, C ap t T .  I. M cM illan , 
M aj L . F. E. N ichols, M r  A . N icholson, M r  L . T .  
P lum b, M r A . H . Parrott, M r W . H . R ippin , C ol 
M . H . Sum m ers, d s o , o b e , t d , d l , M aj S . C . W . 
W eller, m b e , m m , M aj M . W ild , m b e , C ol B. R. W ood, 
o b e , t d , d l ,  M r H . W oodw ard.

Prizes
1 st M r  C . B. A ttw ood , 79 C reighton  Road, T o tte n ­
ham , N 1 7 — T h e  M instrel.

2nd M r B urnden, 28 G ladstone Park G ardens, 
C ricklew ood, N W 2 — H ot G rove.

3rd T o n ia  Beach, 119 E dinburgh  C rescent, W altham  
Cross, H erts— B lushing G room .

T h e  follow ing persons drew  a horse:

M aj A . R. D om inay, G airloch ; Charles and 
E velyn , L ordedan ; M r  A . G ood w in, M illion  D ollar 

k M an ; M r R. Y erb y , M on to n tour; M r L . C urry, 
PRoyal P lum e; M rs Jean C layden  O gg, Caporello; 

M r F. W . T h o rn , Baudelaire; M r B. T ay lo r, M r 
M u sic  M an ; M r R. A . D a C osta, S t Petersburgh; 
M r J. N . R ichold, N ebb io lo; M aj R. W . J. Sm ith, 
M onseigneu r; M rs Iris W ard, V alinsky; M r  S. 
B ishop, M ilverton ; M r V . Brooks, N o b le  V entu re; 
M r G . C . H iggins, N igh t B efore; M r D . W ainw right, 
Pam pa P aul; C ap t M . J. Ball, L u ck y  S overeign; M rs 
R. G reen, Be M y  G u est; M r  F . E. M olz, In H aste; 
W in g C om d P. J. C u n d y, d f c , a f c , t d , S ultan ’s R uby ; 
M r N . J. T ra ce y , Privy C onsort; A E B , Rem ezzo.

M U S E U M  A T T E N D A N T

T h e  R egim ental M useum  urgently requires a 
M useum  Attendant. H e w ould be em ployed b y  the 
M in istry o f  D efen ce and m ust not be over the age of 
55 years on appointm ent. H e w ould be required to 
w ork conditioned hours, ie on M on day, T uesday, 
T h u rsd a y , Friday and Saturday, from  9am to 5pm.

W. J. DARDRY
FLORIST

f o r

F lo w ers , P la n ts  e tc .

Telephone 346 5680 

10 H O LD E R S H IL L  PA R A D E  

M IL L  H ILL  • NW 7 1L Y

(Opposite Hendon Cemetery &  Crem atorium
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O F F IC E R S  C L U B  D IN N E R  1977

T h e  Officers C lu b  D inner w as held this year at the 
A rm y and N a vy  C lu b , Pall M all, London S W i,  on 
Friday, June 17, 1977.

L t  C ol C h attey, o b e , presided and the official guest 
was M aj R. E. Low ans, w ho com m ands ‘B ’ C oy 
(M id dlesex) 6/7th (V ) Bn T h e  Q ueen ’s Regt, 
Edgw are. O thers present were:

C ol I. D . Brotherton, t d , d l , C ol I . R. Burrows, 
o b e , C ol H. J. A . M oore, o b e , C ol J. N . Shipster, 
c b e , d s o , C ol D . R. W . T hom as, m b e , L t C ol R. M . 
C ain , L t  C o l G . L . Fox, t d , d l , L t  C ol J. D . G unnell, 
t d , L t  C ol J. S . B. Pollard, m b e , M aj R. A . Bartlett, 
M aj F. J. Bennett, M aj G . Bulloch, m b e , M aj R. A . J. 
C heffins, m c , M aj J. G . C hiverall, M aj M . C loote, t d  

(private guest), M aj H . E. C ouch, t d , M aj W . G . A. 
C rum ley, M aj R. J. P. Cum m ins, m b e , M aj C . H . K . 
Fisher, m c , d l , j p , M aj S. L . J. H enshaw, t d , M aj 
R. J. Leighton, t d , M aj I. M . E. L loyd, M aj A . F. 
L ockw ood, e r d , j p , M aj J. I . D . Pike, m c , M aj 
R. W . J. Sm ith, m b e , M aj A . E . F . W aldron, m b e , 

C ap t M . J. S. D oran, t d , C apt S . le M . Enthoven, 
C a p t J. S. C . F lavell, C ap t P. F . M urray, C ap t F. 
W eb b , L t  J. P. A . D ay, L t  E. C . G raham , M r  H. 
W atson (private guest).

M aj E . J. N aish  was unable to attend ow ing to 
illness and M aj C . E. E. Scott due to a late business 
appointm ent.

M ID D L E S E X  R E G IM E N T  G O L F IN G  S O C IE T Y  
S p r in g  M e e t in g  1977

T h e  S pring G o lf  M eeting was held on the course of 
the N orth  H ants G o lf  C lu b  on W ednesday, M a y  4,
1977. A  total o f  16 took part and a very enjoyable and 
successful day ensued.

T h e  detailed results each decided over 18 holes, 
w ere as follow s:

M e d a l C o m p e tit io n — S c r a tc h  a n d  H a n d ic a p
Scratch Handicap N ett

S gt D . M iles 81 8 73
(W inner S cratch and

T ran svaal C up)
C apt R. J. Tarran t 95 22 73
(W inner H andicap and

D arjeeling C up)
L t  C ol T .  W . C hattey 87 12 75
(R unner-up Scratch

and H andicap)
M r G . T ay lo r 90 15 75
M r C . H oldford 102 24 78
L t  C ol J. R . B. W orton 95 16 79
M r N . T a y lo r 91 11 80

M aj J. I. D . Pike 104 21 83
L t  C o l C . N . C layden 106 22 84
M aj M . G . L erw ill 108 21 87
M aj A . R. Bisset 103 15 88

M aj H . E . C ouch 112 24 88

B rig G . L erw ill (D ivot) 123 24 99
M r T .  F. Jones N R 8 N R

M r B. Pilgrim N R 18 N R

M r  E. Johnson N R 24 N R

S ta b le fo r d  F o u r s o m e s
Points

L t  C ol T .  W . C hattey and C apt R. J. Tarrant 28 
(W inners C ooper Cup)

M aj J. 1. D . Pike and M r N . T ay lor 27
S gt D . M iles and M r B. Pilgrim  23
M r T .  F. Jones and M aj M . G . Lerw ill 21
M aj A . R. Bisset and M r C . H oldford 20
M r G . T a y lo r  and M aj H. E. C ouch 19
L t  C ol C . N . Clayden and Brig G . Lerw ill 16

L t  C ol C hattey thanked everyone for supporting 
the m eeting and rem inded them  that it was im perative! 
that w e keep our num bers high. T h e  A utum n 
M eeting w ill be held on W ednesday, O ctober 5, and 
he hoped for the full support o f all m embers o f the 
G olfing Society.

M rs Jean Clayden very kindly presented the 
prizes.

B O O K S  .

A  new book ‘C orps Com m ander’ w ritten by Lt’  
G en  S ir Brian H orrocks, k c b , d s o , m c , l l d , is now' on 
the bookstalls. T h e  book is published by Sidgw ick 
and Jackson, 1 T avistock Cham bers, B loom sbury 
W ay, London W C iA  2 S G . Price £ 6 9 5 , plus 66p 
postage.

‘T h e  H istory o f T h e  M iddlesex Regim ent’ written 
by G regory  Blaxland is now ready for publication and 
w ill be the last book to be published in the G eneral 
H orrocks Fam ous Regim ents series. A  superb fore­
w ord has been written by the General. T h e  book 
should be on the m arket during N ovem ber. T h e  cost 
is £6 95 b ut w ill be m uch cheaper to m em bers o f 
the Regim ent. A  draft leaflet is now  being printed and 
w ill be sent to all m em bers o f the Association. 
Publishers are L eo C ooper L td , 196 Shaftesbury 
A venue, London W C 2 H  8JL.

B E L G IA N  N A T IO N A L  D A Y -  
A N N U A L  P A R A D E

T h e  Annual Parade o f  the A m icale des A n c ie n s ^ ^  
C om battant Beiges en G rande-Bretaque, this y e a r ^ ^  
was held on Sunday, July 17. As has been the practice 
for m any years since the last war, the Regim ental 
Association supplied a contingent o f old soldiers and 
the R egim ental Standard.

Im m ediately after the G uard  Changing cerem ony 
by the H ousehold C avalry the Parade M arshal, G . 
G lo rieu x  Esq, form ed up the 20 contingents on the 
H orse G uards Parade. M em bers o f the Regim ent 
present on parade w ere M aj D ick  Sm ith, O C  D etach ­
m ent, M aj B ert Peasley, M essrs C harlie A sh b y (4th 
Bn), T o m  Brider (2nd Bn), D avid  Bennett (1st Bn),
A . R. D rane (2nd Bn), A lex  Ellis (7th Bn), A lb ert 
G ale (8th Bn), C harlie G arrard (8th B N  and R A ), 
T im  H arrison (3rd Bn), Stan K ersw ill (9th Bn), 
T o m m y  L ack (R F ) F. L o n g  (9th Bn), Reggie M eers 
(9th Bn), A rth u r M atthew s (4th Bn), A . J. M artin 
(9th Bn), S yd  M u llett (2nd Bn), H . W . W atson 
(K ens) and Bill W righ t (4th Bn).

Q uite a large crow d o f spectators w'atched the 
parade m any o f  them  foreign visitors w ho originally
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cam e to w itness the G u ard  C hanging cerem ony and 
remained to w atch ou r parade. H eaded by the 
M iddlesex Y eom anry O C A  M ilitary Band under the 
com m and o f  the President C ol S. J . W illiam s, m b e , 

t d , the brother o f our M aj V ic  W illiam s, m b e , playing 
a good robust quick-step, the parade m arched 
through the A rch w ay paying com plim ents to the 
dism ounted sentry and sw inging into W hitehall w-ith 
great pride and elan. Com plim ents w ere again paid at 
the Cenotaph on arrival, where the parade halted and 

/-^form ed three sides o f  a square. O ur Standard borne 
^ o y  Stan K ersw ill then took up position in front o f our 

contingent w hilst M aj Sm ith took up position with 
the personnel w ho w ere to lay wreaths on the steps of 
the C enotaph, M aj Peasley being the w reath-bearer 
for this solem n cerem ony.

A fter the laying o f  wreaths had been com pleted 
the buglers sounded the Last Post and Reveille, 
follow ed b y  the band playing the Brabançonne, the 
Belgian N ational A nthem , and G o d  Save T h e  

ueen, after w hich H is E xcellency T h e  Belgian 
mbassador, M onsieur R obert Vaes and staff moved 

to take up their positions on the dais on H orse 
G uards Parade, ready for the m arch-past.

T h e  parade m ade the return m arch to the H orse 
G uards Parade paying com plim ents to the sentries 
and to the A m bassador as w e m arched past the 
Saluting Base. T h e  m arch-past was follow ed b y  His 
Excellency visiting each contingent. O n reaching our 
ow n contingent he asked ‘W here is the old man you 
have on parade’ . H e was inform ed w e had no old men 
on parade, b ut A lb ert G ale w ho is com ing up to 92 
years was present fit, proud and ready for his inspec­
tion. M  Vaes im m ediately m ade his w ay to A lbert, 
shook his hand and com plim ented him  as did C ol K . 
D ew u lf, the A ttache M ilitaire. Both these dignitaries 
left ou r contingent w ith  happy smiles.

T h e  parade was then dism issed by the Parade 
M arshal, som e m aking their w ay to the London 
D istrict Sergeants M ess in Scotland Y ard  whilst 
others repaired to their homes. T h e  sun had shone 
throughout, the com radeship between ou r Belgian 
A llies and the British reaffirmed, m aking a proud 
parade and successful cerem ony.

M a j  D i c k  S m i t h

9th  B A T T A L IO N

O u r Reunion and D inner on M arch  26 last was 
very w ell attended. S ixty-eight persons w ere present 
and this was m ore than half again o f the attendance 
o f  last year.

N o  com plaints o f the food and drinks, but it was 
considered b y  a few  that m ore floor space w ould be 
required for a sim ilar event, that the cloak room 
facilities could be im proved and the bar was in ­
adequate. T h e se  com plaints w ill be taken up w ith  
Forte T ru s t H ouses L td  before our next D inner, w ith  

kthe hope that im provem ents w ill be forthcom ing.
' T h e  im proved attendance this year was due to the 
efforts o f L t  C ol G . L . F ox, and M aj J. F . M illard 
w ho w rote personal letters to m any. O u r thanks are 
to all w ho m ade this yearly event a success and to 
those w ho unable to attend, supported us b y  sending 
donations.

T w o  o f  the m em bers attending the D inner have 
recently passed away. T h e y  w ere Ron H um phries and

W . W atts. T h e  latter was a Sergeant in the 2/9th 
during the First W orld W ar. A nother staunch m em ­
ber who passed aw ay earlier this year was A . F. H ill. 
H e saw service during the last war, as did  Ron 
H um phries.

I have also received news o f the death o f  another 
first war veteran, S gt A . W . Potter o f the old ‘A ’ 
C o y  w ho joined the 9th in 1912 and saw service in 
India and M esopotam ia. H e died on June 22, 1977, 
in Central M iddlesex H ospital. W e extend our deep 
sym pathy to all their relatives and friends.

T h o u g h  not an Association function, I feel I m ust 
m ention the splendid perform ance o f the bands o f 
H er M ajesty ’s Forces in the recent M ilitary M usical 
Pageant held on three nights recently in the W em b ley 
Stadium . T h e  m usic was excellent and included m any 
fam ous marches and popular tunes.

A lso this year the spectators saw  ‘D ancing W a ters,’ 
a spectacular background o f unique floodlit m u lti­
coloured fountains, w hich rose and fell to the 
accom panim ent o f  the music. T h is  was controlled 
from  an electronically operated console, b y  a very 
skilled operator.

Perhaps one o f  the features at the end o f the show 
was the quiet orderly w ay the crowds dispersed, not 
com parable in any w ay w ith  the crow ds that have 
attended the football m atches played at the Stadium  
recently w hen the vandals w ent on a ram page; the 
authorities concerned should take note. W e sincerely 
hope that all m em bers o f  the Association w ill support 
the com m ittee and keep ou r flags flying. O ur 
blessings to all. R .T .M .

P e t e r  M c R a e
& C O M P A N Y  L IM IT E D

L ife A ssurance Consultants 

Insurance an d  M ortgage Brokers

14-16 West Street, East Grinstead, 
Sussex

T e le p h o n e :  East G r in s te a d  25977

Did you know  that besides protecting 

your family, life assurance can assist in 

other fields, such as education, house 

purchase, pension, and estate du ty? We 

specialise in the needs o f service person­

nel and w ou ld  be pleased to advise.

W e make no charges

W e  a lso  have  d e p a r tm e n ts  s p e c ia lis in g  

in  o th e r  fo rm s  o f  g e n e ra l in su ra n ce s  

w h ic h  a re  a t y o u r  s e rv ic e
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M I L L  H I L L  B R A N C H

A s I attem pt to w rite these notes our Branch 
C hairm an, M aj D ick  Sm ith, is languishing in the 
R oyal Free H ospital, H am pstead, suffering from 
jaundice and no doubt deprivation. T ru s t him  to 
find som ew here ‘Royal and F ree’ . W e all wish him 
w ell and hope he w ill read these notes in the com fort 
o f  his ow n chair in his ow n hom e w ith  his D olly.

S ince ou r last publication w e have continued to 
keep ou r branch going and ‘Solvent’ and for this 
I thank all ou r regulars and the not so regulars who 
m anage to com e along. A s  always the annual reunion 
was supported b y  the usual stalwarts and was a 
liqu id  success. T h e  D e rb y  outing was thoroughly 
enjoyed b y  those w ho w ent and I did hear rum our 
that one o f  them  actually saw a horse.

O u r C hristm as D raw  is now  open so let’s see your 
m oney; m entioning m oney rem inds m e that we are 
h aving a fund raising Jew elry Party on the last 
S aturday in Septem ber, from  w hich w e hope to 
raise som e m uch needed postage m oney, so come 
along and b u y  som ething, we get 1 5 %  o f  the total 
sales towards our funds, so the m ore you  spend the 
m ore w e make.

I am looking forw ard to the M on s trip  this year as 
I am going over for the first tim e, m ore about that 
next quarter.

Several m em bers have asked i f  w e are going to lose 
the use o f  the D rill H all, the answer is no. W e have 
been assured that although the M idd lesex Office is to 
close the O C A  w ill still be w elcom e to m eet in the 
T A V R  C entre each m onth.

F i n a l l y  m a y  I  e x t e n d  o u r  s y m p a t h ie s  t o  a l l  t h o s e  

m e m b e r s  a n d  t h e ir  f a m il ie s  w h o  h a v e  r e c e n t l y  lo s t  

l o v e d  o n e s .  L e s  P l u m b .

W O ’s A N D  S E R G E A N T S  B R A N C H

O u r m eetings on the second S aturday o f each 
m onth continue unabated w ith  m any visitors com ing 
along, some w ho are still serving, others passing 
through L ondon on the w eekend o f ou r m eeting. O ne 
w elcom e visitor recently has been ex -S gt W . ‘ B londie’ 
Phillips w ho served w ith  the 1st Bn in H ong K o n g  
pre-w ar and w as one o f the draft w hich  le ft the 
Battalion in  A p ril 1940 for U K , only to be stopped in 
the M id d le  E ast and used as reinforcem ents for the 
R N F s  during the desert cam paign. L a ter the draft 
form ed the first B om b D isposal unit in the M idd le 
East rem oving U X B s  from  all over the M idd le East 
including the S uez C anal. O n  arrival in U K  (belatedly) 
he saw service w ith  the i/7th Bn. ‘ B lo n die’ is over on 
holiday from  C h ristch u rch , N ew  Zealand, w here he 
settled after his discharge.

O u r m onthly raffles are still w ell supported, the 
proceeds enable us to m eet ou r m onthly outgoings, 
postage, snacks (ably supplied b y  Iv y  Clarke) etc.

W ith  the com m encem ent o f our C hristm as D raw  
it is a sure sign that another year is draw ing to a close. 
Shares for the draw  w ill be on sale from  our A ugust 
m eeting and w e are looking forw ard to another 
bum per draw this year.

A  hearty welcom e is extended to all m em bers of 
our other branches on any second Saturday that they 
happen to be at a loose end, and are in need o f a 
convivial evening with pleasant company.

E . C .  C o l e b e c k

E A L IN G  B R A N C H

A s far as I know all the members o f our Branch are 
w ell and happy? W hat w ith  the price o f an ounce o f ^ B  
‘S t B runo’ and a pint o f w hat the brewers call beer, 
it ’s a job  to make ends meet, but I have m anaged by 
rationing m yself to one pipe a day in the evening, 
w hen I sit and think often about the old days in camp 
in 1912. W hat a difference. I can only recall four of 
us who are still about but there may be more as m y 
m em ory (like me) is a bit wonkey. W e m eet when I 
can go to see them , w hich is not so often as I would 
like b ut better than nothing at all. T h e  invalids a re ^ ^  
still dodging that bloke w ith the tall hat but w ith  o n e ^ p  
o f  them  (91) it is a stem  fight but w ith  the aid o f  a 
good w ife (84) and a loving fam ily he looks as clean 
as when he joined the 1st Bn in 1904. T h ere  are 
several o f the m em bers who I can talk to over the 
phone and it ’s a great help both to them  and me. A s a 
Branch w e are still existing but only just and as long 
as we have A n d y  to take care o f our finance and yours 
truly to handle anything else that comes along then 
the name ‘E aling’ w ill still be about. By the w ay, 1 
w ent round to the D rill H all the other evening and it 
was a hive o f activity as ‘Leeland Y ou th  C lu b ’ . It 
m ust have cost the ratepayers a packet but I should 
think it was w ell w orth it.

A s a Branch H on Secretary I am anxious to  know­
how  the defence cuts are going to affect our A ssocia­
tion b ut like m ost o f the m em bers, I have every 
confidence in  our Executive C om m ittee to look after 
everything. W ell that’s m y moan for the present but 
w hat about ‘O u r G in n y at W im bledon, A ttag irl’ . 
S h e ’s a Diehard.

A ll the best. A l b e r t  W h i t e

1/7 B A T T A L I O N  M ID D L E S E X  R E G I M E N T  W  
1939-45 A N N U A L  D IN N E R

O n A pril 30, 1977, w e again held our Reunion at 
H ornsey D rill H all, marred only b y  the knowledge 
that M rs Rackham  was regrettably ill and this m eant 
ou r beloved ‘B rig ’ , B rig B. B. Rackham , c b e , m c , d l , 

was unable to chair us, this being only the second 
tim e as far as I can recall in almost 16 years. O ur good 
w ishes for M rs Rackham ’ s speedy recovery were 
recorded w ith  a sincere hope that the Brigadier w ill 
be w ith  us at H om sey next year and this was con ­
firm ed in the w elcom e m essage he sent us.

O f  course M aj ‘L o fty ’ Pearson, m c , heroically 
stepped in and did the honours for us, and very 
p roud ly too.

W e were happy to have eight officers w ith us 
including M aj A . E . F . W aldron, m b e , Secretary of 
the Regim ental Association and L t  C ol D . E. 
S im pson, t d , chairman o f the H ornsey/Enfield 
Branch. Subscriptions to the Branch w ere again w ell
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supported by our chaps. M aj R. E. Low ans, O C  ‘B ’ 
C oy (M iddlesex) 6/7 Queens, delighted us not only 
in his reply to the toast to ‘T h e  Q ueen ’s Regim ent’ 
but by his obvious enthusiasm  to help us in every way 
and foster the continuity o f the ‘D ieh ards’ and their 
traditions w ithin his com pany. Incidentally, look out 
for them  in the Jubilee Parade, they are lining part of 
the route the Queen w ill take and it w ill be on T V .

W e  w ere only 43 in total but everyone enjoyed 
them selves and even though space w ill not perm it me 
to mention m ore names, rest assured all o f you are 
\n prin ted  on m y m ind, as also are those w ho for 
various reasons could not be with us, and not only 
w rote to m e b ut w ere m agnificent in their donations 
— m y heartfelt thanks to you  all.

It is this D iehard spirit that w ill keep us going for 
m any a long tim e yet!

T h e  caterers w ho like last year, did us proud, and 
have been booked already for next year, so m ake a 
note— last Saturday in A pril.

Best w ishes to all Diehards.
L e s  H o s s l e n

2/ io th  B A T T A L IO N  O C A  (19 14-18)

T h e  49th Reunion L u ncheon o f  this Association 
was held at the V icto ry  Services C lub , Seym our 
Street, W 2, on Saturday, M a y  7  last. Som e 34 ex- 
2/ioth  m em bers and their guests attended under the 
chairm anship o f  our President, M aj Bernard Cattell. 
It is our custom  to rem em ber on these occasions 
som e event in the h istory o f the Battalion; this year 
w e com m em orated the 60th anniversary o f the cross­
in g o f  the Sinai D esert (K antara to G aza) as part o f 
the D esert C olu m n betw een N ovem ber 1916 and 
M arch  19 17, culm inating in the F irst Battle o f G aza 
on M arch  26, 1917.

A m on gst the guests w ere M aj Frank W aldron, 
m b e , Secretary o f the R egim ental Association, M aj 
D ick  S m ith, m b e , C urator o f  the Regim ental M useum  
the R ev  Patrick T u ft , v icar o f  C hisw ick and H on

Rhaplain to the O C A , and the R ev  G . A . Lew is 
loyd, late vicar o f C hisw ick. A pologies for absence 
were received from  M aj G en  C . M . M . M an, c b , 

o b e , m c , and L t  C ol T .  W . C hattey, o b e , also from 
som e 30 m em bers prevented from  attending b y age 
or travelling difficulties. ‘O n  Parade’ was the silver 
drum  (now in the R egim ental M useum ) originally 
presented to the 1st Bn o f  the Regim ent b y  the O C A  
to com m em orate the com m and o f  the 2/ioth  Bn by 
C ol (late B rig  G eneral) ‘P o rk y ’ Pearson, d s o , in 
19 16 -17 .

It was reported that the strength o f  the O C A  now 
totalled 190 (i.e. 84 o f the Battalion, 28 Honorary 

^ m em bers and 78 ‘ Friends o f  the 2 /io th ’).

^  In reply to a letter conveying the hum ble duty and 
continued loyal devotion o f the O C A  to H er M ajesty 
T h e  Q ueen on the occasion o f her S ilver Jubilee the 
follow ing message had been received:

‘ I am com m anded to convey to you 
and the veterans o f  the 2/ioth  Battalion 
T h e  M idd lesex Regim ent (D C O ) the sincere

thanks o f T h e  Queen for your kind message 
o f  loyal greetings on her S ilver Jubilee w hich 
H er M ajesty m uch appreciates.’

O u r customary' R em em brance Service w ill be held 
at C hisw ick Parish C hurch  at 3pm on Sunday, 
N o vem b er 13 next; here the Battalion’s C olo u r is 
deposited and ou r M em orial (including the Roll o f 
H onour) is erected. A ll m em bers and ‘ Friend s’ will 
be m ost welcom e. Enquiries should be addressed to 
the S ecretary at ‘ C leveland ’ , Byes Lane, S idford, 
S idm outh, D evon. T h e  50th Reunion L u ncheon of 
the O C A  w ill be held at the V icto ry  Services C lu b  on 
Saturday, M ay 20 next; details w ill be circulated to 
the m em bership in due course.

A .D .S .

D E P O T  T H E  Q U E E N ’S D IV IS IO N

T h e  Beating o f  Retreat C erem ony w hich  I m en­
tioned in m y last notes duly took place on T h u rsd ay, 
June 25. T h e  band and drum s o f  3 Q u een ’s and the 
Junior Bandsm en o f the Q u een ’s D iv  gave an 
excellent display. A t  least one D iehard was on parade 
in the form  o f W O 2 G eorge Beechey, w ho is band 
Sergeant M ajor in 3 Q u een ’s. A fterw ard s a com bined 
Officers/Sergeants M ess cocktail party was held. 
A part from  D iehards already serving at the D epo t 
the follow ing also attended, C o l J. N . Shipster, C ol
H . J. A . M oore, C ap t C . B lackw ell and L t  M . Flynn.

A lbuhera D ay was celebrated in the traditional 
m anner w hen the Officers visited the Sergeants M ess 
in the evening to observe the ‘ S ilent T o a st’ C erem ony 
and afterw ards sat dow n to a Regim ental D inner.

C ap t C arl Blackw ell is at present on extended leave 
from  O m an. U nfortunately his 17-year-old  daughter 
N icola  had an accident w hilst riding her m otor cycle, 
resulting in her right leg b eing am putated. N icola is 
in M agnolia W ard, Park H ospital, M ogerhanger, N r  
Sandy, Bedfordshire. She is recovering w ell and is in 
good spirit.

A  recent arrival at the D epo t is S gt John ‘H en ry ’ 
H all w ho is spending his last six m onths in the A rm y, 
here. John enlisted in 1964 and served w ith  the 1st 
B n  in  G ibraltar, N orthern  Ireland and G uyana. H e 
and I share the same birthday and I recall, although 
som ewhat hazily, in 1966 celebrating the occasion on 
board a D u tch  A rm y launch on the Araw ura R iver in 
S outh Am erica. A t  the tim e the Battalion football 
team  was on its w ay to p lay the D u tch  A rm y  in 
Surinam . H enry, as he is affectionately know n, on 
leaving the A rm y w ill reside w ith  his fam ily in 
Royston and hopes to w ork as a sales representative.

D u rin g a recent v isit to the R ifle Brigade D e po t at 
W inchester I visited the Sergeants M ess and was 
rather surprised to see the M ess S tew ard w earing a 
M iddlesex R egt tie. S teve  C o x  prou d ly  told m e that 
he served w ith  2nd B n from  1939-43 w hen he joined 
the G reen  Jackets. S teve  is keeping very w ell and 
asked m e to pass on best wishes to his contem ­
poraries.

Best wishes from  the D epo t to D iehards 
everyw here.

C a p t  K e n  B e a l e
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Over a C en tu ry-o ld  Partne rsh ip  . . .
L ike th e  Serv ices, w e h ave  a  tra d itio n  to  u p h o ld , a t  th e  sam e  tim e  ta k in g  a d ­
v an tag e  o f  scien tific  p ro g ress  in  th is  age o f  m e c h a n isa tio n , yet m a in ta in in g , 
th ro u g h  a  special d e p a r tm e n t,  a  p e rso n a l a n d  h e lp fu l lin k  w ith  o u r  c u s to m e rs ’ 
w h o m  w e a re  ev e r w illing  to  a d v ise  a n d  assis t in  th e  p ro d u c tio n  o f  th e ir  jo u rn a ls

F I n i n o n u o  I T n  Newspaper House, 8-16 Great New Street, Lon-. J. rAKoUNo LIU d on E C 4 P4 E R . Telephone 01-3531030. Works
at Hastings.

T W O  Q U E E N S M E N  R E C E IV E  
M E R IT O R IO U S  C E R T IF IC A T E S

D iehards receive certificates from  L o rd  Elw orthy, 
M arshal o f the Royal A ir  Force. Lord Elw orthy 
presented M eritorious Service C ertificates to two 
Q ueensm en and m o  O ld  D iehards (both served in
5 M idd lesex and 5 Q ueens (V) on M arch 23, 1977. 
S g t M ick  W ard  serving w ith  ‘A ’ (Surreys) C o y  (based 
at H ounslow ) 5 Q ueens (V ) and S gt Len  Cow land of 
‘ B ’ (M id dlesex) C o y  based on Edgw are and Hornsey.
6 7  Q ueens (V ) w ere congratulated on their fine 
service and exam ple, and the fact that they had been 
aw arded M eritorious Service C ertificates in a year 
when the standard was very high. It is a great credit 
to T h e  Q ueen ’s R egt that two certificates were 
aw arded to tw o m em bers o f the Regiment.

S gt W ard has served for 25 years in the same D rill 
H all. D u rin g N ational Service he served in K orea and 
having joined 11 Para T A  he transferred to 8 M id d le­
sex in 1956 and served w ith  them  and 5 M iddlesex 
until 1967. A fter a short spell w ith  10 Queens (T ) he

transferred to 5 Q ueens (V). H e works as a cashier 
and accounts administrator w ith Data G eneral Ltd. 
His hobbies are reading, music and m odel soldiers.

S gt Cow land as a National Servicem an was a 
strong contender for the A rm y Boxing C ham pion­
ships. H e started his T A  career in 1955 and joined ‘C ’ 
C o y  5 M iddlesex at the O ld Enfield D rill H all. H e 
was an ‘Ever R ead y’ for several years. W hen ‘C ’ C oy 
disbanded he joined ‘A ’ C o y  5th Bn T h e  M iddlesex 
Regt at H ornsey in 1967 who shortly after he joined 
them  becam e ‘D ’ C o y  5 Queens (V). H e served w itl^ ^  
‘D ’ C oy until they were disbanded and then joined^® 
‘B ’ C o y  6/7 Queens (V) in 1975. H e is a British Rail 
train driver and can be found most weekdays driving 
on the new electric service between F insbury Park 
and W elw yn G arden C ity . H e says he is far too busy 
for hobbies, but has a unique claim to fam e, he was 
the longest baby ever, at 2ft, born in U niversity 
C ollege Hospital.

Photograph (from  left to right) Sgt W ard, Lord 
E lw orthy, Sgt Cow land. R. E. L o w a n s .

PERSONAL JOTTINGS
M r and M rs B ob A m bler called in at Edgware 

recently. T h e y  both looked very well. Bob spends all 
his tim e collecting the proceeds o f  his four pensions.

O u r congratulations to C apt M ike Ball on his 
engagem ent to M iss A nn Jonathan.

^  Congratulations to L t  C ol G . Bulloch on his 
prom otion to Lieutenant Colonel w ith effect from 
June 30, 1977.

C sg t A lfie  Burford paid a fleeting visit prior to 
m oving to H eathrow  A irport to catch a plane back 
to B A O R .

cott, ex-Bdsn W . Peters, ex-Bdsn S. Pinner, Bdsn E. 
Platt, Bdsn G eorge G eary, ex-D ru m m er A . Bradley, 
Bdsn F. Low er, Bandm aster C liv e  French serving 
w ith 1 st Bn T h e  Royal H am pshire Regt. H e passed 
their letters to me as S ecretary and they m ade very 
interesting reading.

C ap t S . le M . Enthoven has been appointed 
President o f  the A rchitectural Association, and regret­
fu lly  has had to resign from  the E xecutive Com m ittee.

C ongratulations to M aj D. M . Falkce on his 
prom otion to M ajor w ith  effect from  June 30, 1977.

C ap t R eg Ford retired on June 24, 1977.

E x-P te Frederick Joseph C ater (6196246) has been

•  adm itted to the Royal H ospital Chelsea. H e served in 
the Regim ent from  July 15, 1924 to M ay 8, 1934, and 
from  Septem ber 1, 1939 to February 19, 1946. He 
w ent to France in February 1940 w ith  the 1st 
Princess L o u ise ’s K ensington  Regt.

H e attended the annual reunion and service of 
Rem em brance and tells m e he is very happy and 
content.

A  new ly joined m em ber is ex-S gt R oy Clarke 
(22448189) w ho served w ith the 1st Bn from  1958-65 
and then w ith  H C B D  and 4 Q u een ’s. H e was in the 
C orps o f  D rum s. H e now lives in W arm inster and 
runs an A C F  C orps o f D ru m s. H e did his National 
Service w ith  the R A S C  and served in Korea.

M rs Jean C layden, w ife o f L t  C ol C . N . Clayden, 
has recently had a spell in hospital. W e wish her a 
speedy recovery.

A ll m em bers o f the R egim ental Association wish 
L t  G en  S ir Brian H orrocks a speedy recovery from 
two m ajor operations to fit a plastic hip and knee 

^ ^ jo in t .

A  new ly joined m em ber o f the Regim ental A sso­
ciation is ex -L cp l M ichael Edw ard D e  Caville 
(24053111) who enlisted on M arch  8, 1965, and took 
his discharge on O ctober 18, 1968, at his ow n request. 
H e saw service w ith  the 1st Bn in G ibraltar, N orthern 
Ireland and British G uyana. H e also served the 4th 
Bn T h e  Q u een ’s R egt in N orthern  Ireland and at 
W arm inster. H e recently visited the Regim ental 
M useum  and has presented a spoon he w on for 
shooting.

‘B rew er’ D rane is still w riting to ex-Bandsm en and 
D rum m ers. H e has recently had replies from  M rs 
Ena G ou ld in g w ife o f  the late Bdsn Joe G oulding. 
M rs M uriel G ou ld in g w idow  o f  Bdsn ‘M o g ’ G o u ld ­
ing, ex-D ru m m er J. H . C larke w ho served in 1st Bn 
C orps o f D ru m s from  June 1947 to February 1949, 
e x -C p l Jim Pullen, C apt D o n  Carson, now  D irector 
o f M u sic T h e  K in gs D iv, ex-D ru m m er T e d  W ood-

M aj K en  H ardcastle tells m e that he has had a bad 
time since Easter, ’flu follow ed b y  double pneum onia 
and now’ phlebitis. H e sends his salaams to all. W e 
wish him  a speedy recovery and sym pathise w ith  his 
w ife for K e n  is apparently not a very docile patient.

C ongratulations to C o l W . V . H ayw ard on his 
prom otion to C olonel w ith  effect from  June 30, 1977.

A t the A nnual Reunion I m et M r G . C . H iggins 
w ho recently had a nasty accident w hilst at w ork, to 
his leg. H e is recovering and w ill soon be fit again.

Recent visitor to R H Q  was C sg t S id  H ilton 
currently serving w ith  1 Q ueens in B A O R . H e tells 
m e that he w ill be join ing 6/7th (V ) Bn T h e  Q u een ’s 
R egt about O ctober 1977. H e is very w ell know n to 
all form er m em bers o f the 1st Bn.

Congratulations to C ap t M . B. de S . C layton  on 
his prom otion to A ctin g  M ajor on M ay 17, 1977.

H e is serving w ith  the Royal M arines and is the 
son o f  C ol A . S. J. de S. C layton, ou r form er 
President and D eputy C olonel.

M r L en  H ow ell (senior) w ho spends part o f  his 
tim e doing a b it for Boosey and H aw kes has sold five 
R egim ental ice buckets. M u st be a lot o f b ooze being 
drunk at B oosey’s.

T h e  infant daughter o f  M r M ichael H utchins was 
baptised in the Regim ental B aptistry S t P a u l’s 
C athedral, on Sunday, F eb ruary 13, 1977. L t  C o l 
R. M . C ain  w as G odfather.

M ichael H utchins served w ith  the R egim ent from  
1955-58 and then joined 8th B n T A V R  and served 
w ith them  until 1970. H e is now  a tour m anager w ith  
a travel firm.

A  new ly joined m em ber o f the R egim ental A ssocia­
tion is M r B. B . K e efe  (22928649) w ho served w ith 
1st Bn from  N o vem b er 20, 1953, to February 15, 
1957. H e resides at Enfield, M iddlesex.
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M r A lb ert Lee tells from  his hom e in Richebourg, 
France, that all b eing w ell he w ill be celebrating his 
55th w edding anniversary on O ctober 6, 1977. H e 
also rem inds m e that last February 6 was the 60th 
anniversary o f  the m ining o f the troopship Tyndareus 
o ff S outh A frica w ith  the 25th Bn aboard, w ith  whom 
he was serving and he w ell rem em bers them  all going 
to their boat stations singing the L o n g L o n g  T rail 
durin g rescue operations. A lb ert spent m any years 
w ith  the W a r G raves Com m ission in France.

A  recent correspondent was R S M  Jack M edland, 
R S M  at the R A P C  T ra in in g  C entre, W inchester. H e 
w anted to know  how  L t  C ol J. S . B. Pollard always 
got the ‘good jo b s ’ .

W e  w ish a speedy recovery to M r  Jack M ilroy who 
has been o ff sick for a considerable time.

E x-C sgt A . N icholson  w rote and told m e he is very 
well and still w orking at the B F E S  Ladies M ess, 
H erford, B A O R .

M aj Bert Peasley has retired from  his jo b  at Inglis 
Barracks, M ill H ill. H e has spent 16 years w ith  the 
H om e Postal and C ourier C om m unications D epot 
R oyal E ngineers and was a very popular m em ber of 
the D epot.

E x-S g t ‘B lo n die’ P hillips (6201806) w ho em igrated 
to N e w  Zealand in 1946 returned to U K  in A pril for 
three m onths leave. T h is  was the first tim e he had 
been back. D u rin g  this tim e he has attended the 
Service o f  R em em brance, A nnual R eunion, D erby 
O uting, C helsea H ospital Open D ay, and a num ber 
o f  O C A  m eetings o f  the M ill H ill Branch and W O s 
and Sergeants Branch.

H e enlisted in 1934 and in 1935 joined the 1st Bn 
and served w ith  them  until 1940 when he left w ith a 
draft under the com m and o f  the late C ap t V ic  
Cooper. T h e ir  destination was the U K  b ut they only 
got as far as the M idd le East w here they joined the 
1 st Bn R oyal N orthum berland Fusiliers as reinforce­
m ents. L ater the draft together w ith a draft from  the 
M anchester R egt form ed the M id d le  East Bom b 
Disposal U nit.

M aj D avid  Pike inform s m e that he has recently 
acquired the m edals and personal M ilitary  docum ents 
plus a m agnificent oil painting in uniform  o f  the late 
L t  Francis W rentm ore B row n, M idd lesex R egt, who 
was killed at the Battle o f F lers-C ourcelette on 
S eptem ber 16, 1916, aged 21 years, w hilst serving 
w ith  the 23rd Service Bn.

H e w ould like to hear from  any old soldier w ho still 
has personal recollection o f this gallant officer who 
was com m issioned into the R egim ent from  the 
L o n d on  S cottish  in 1915- L etters should be addressed 
to M aj Pike, c/o the Editor.

O ur congratulations to M aj Barry Reed on being 
appointed a D epu ty Lieutenant o f G reater London 
on January 1, 1977.

Brig Dennis Rendell has been appointed National 
Organiser to the Royal A utom obile and A u to -C ycle  
U nions m otor cycle training schem e. H e takes over 
in O ctober.

C ongratulations to C ol L . C . Sharpe on obtaining 
3rd position in the Standard Pistol m atch between 
the Regular A rm y and W ales held at B isley. C ol 
Sharpe served w ith  the R egim ent in K orea later 
transferring to the R A O C .

A nother interesting point is that M aj D . M um ford 
ex-R oyal Sussex R egt and now serving w ith  the 
R A P C  cam e 2nd.

A  recent visitor was e x -C S M  Les S hrub b. H e is a 
regular and calls in every few  weeks. H e looks veryj 
w ell and is always cheerful.

H e is still em ployed by Barclays Bank.
M aj D ick  Sm ith has ju st spent a fortnight in 

hospital b ut is now hom e again enjoying b eing a 
convalescent patient. T h e  doctor has put him  on a 
diet w'hich includes very little o f  the ‘hard s tu ff’ . He 
is very cheerful and w ill soon be back to normal, if  
that is possible w hich I doubt.

A  new ly joined m em ber o f the Regim ental A ssocia­
tion is Ssgt P. J. Stew ard (23478395) w ho enlisted on 
O ctob er 2, 1957, and served w ith the 1st Bn in 
C yp ru s and G erm any and later with 4th Queens 
until they disbanded. H e has been serving w ith  1st 
Q u een ’s but is now posted to 6/7th Queens.

H e has joined the W O s and Sergeants Branch O C A  
and we hope to see him  shortly.

E x - C S M  Jock U re sends his regards to all D iehards 
H e was very sorry that he could not attend the 
A nnual Reunion.

M r W . G . W ebb has joined the Regim entall 
Association. H e served w ith  ‘C ’ C o y  o f  the 2nd Bn 
and was at D unkirk and he tells me that his C om pany 
Com m ander at that tim e was C ap t J. W . A . 
Stephenson. H e also saw service w ith  the 1st and 2nd 
Bns o f  the G losters, Royal Fusiliers and finally the 
R A S C  and was discharged to pension on O ctob er 15, 
1952.

A  new ly joined m em ber o f the Officers C lu b  is L t  
D . E. M . W illiam s w ho was a N ational Service 
O fficer, A p ril 1955 to A p ril 1957. H e also served w ith 
the Royal W est A frica  Frontier Force in  N igeria. H e 
lives at M ill H ill and is Press Secretary for the M ill 
H ill R u gb y C lub .

M r G ordon Y o u n g  o f  the H ounslow  Branch 
visited C harlie  and M argaret Banks w hilst he was on 
holiday in A m erica. H e tells m e that they are both 
very w ell and enjoying life.

1 0

A  R E T U R N  T O  N O R M A N D Y  A F T E R  33 Y E A R S  

W r it te n  by  e x -C Q M S  R oy  B ishop, 1st B a tta lion  
an d  a lso  P la to o n  Sergeant 13 P la toon

I le ft W orthing on Friday m orning, M arch  18 and 
motored over to Saltdean and m et m y wartim e 
platoon com m ander, C apt John G errard, and pro­
ceeded to N ew haven in m y car. W e le ft Newhaven 
on the French boat L e Valencay bound for D ieppe, 
arriving about four hours later. W e w ere bound for 

^ J o rm a n d y, and m ade for Rouen and the auto route 
-^peage’ to C aen. T h is  route is expensive as it cost 

approxim ately £2  toll from  Rouen to Caen. A ltern­
atively, the route N ational, w hich follows closely the 
same route as the toll road is good (and free), and is 
m ore interesting, but w ould take little longer.

W e arrived in the evening at our destination hotel 
at T illy-su r-S eu lles, the H otel Jeanne D ’A rc. T h is  is 
a one-star hotel b ut w ith  a very friendly atmosphere 

^ ^ m d  although the m aitre d ’hotel does not speak 
^ P in g lis h , they are used to receiving British V I P ’s and 

the hotel is h ighly recom m ended for anyone requiring 
a base for visiting the 1st M iddlesex R egt N orm andy 
battle areas! T h e  follow ing m orning we had an early 
breakfast and w e m otored to T ou rville-su r-O don, 
the site o f  the 15th Scottish W ar M em orial and we 
took photographs o f this m onum ent to the fallen. It 
depicted the battle honours throughout the D ivi­
sion’s European Cam paigns and the engraved words 
on one side o f the mem orial ‘Scotland the brave’ , 
were m ost m oving to hum ble visitors.

O ne purpose o f our v isit to the area was to identify 
the field where I buried C pl A lb ert V ictor Sym onds, 
during the bitter fighting at T ou rville , as w e w ere 
surprised to learn from  the Com m onwealth W ar 
G raves C om m ission that he had no know n grave. W e 
were fortunate that w e w ere to locate the exact field 
where C pl Sym onds is buried (due to  C apt G errard ’s 
precise map reading). T h e  field is still the resting 
place o f a brave soldier and has a peaceful setting 
now, and w e looked back to the day when this field 
was a holocaust and the scene o f N o 13 Platoon’s 
first action, w hen w e sustained heavy losses. W e left 
then for G avrus and E vrecy, w hich looked a bit 

^^riifferent as it had been com pletely re-built. O ur next 
^ ■ to p  was at Estry and the cross roads there w ill 

always be rem em bered b y  the personnel o f our 
platoon because it was here that S gt G od frey  and 
Pte A rth u r G leave w ere killed. L c p l T a tt  and Pte 
C lapperton w ere w ounded, when three o f the platoon 
carriers ran head on into three G erm an M k IV  tanks, 
w hich had broken through the 7th  Bn Seaforth 
H ighlanders position and w ere sitting in the platoon’s 
rear.

W e w ere m et at the cross-roads by M  et M de 
Pierre Roger, ‘ L a C o ve rie ’ , E stry, C alvados, and 
taken to their house nearby, where wre w ere made 
m ost w elcom e. M de R oger was in the area during the 
hostilities. W e wrere shown a book by our hosts called 
‘T h e  Battle o f C alvados’ b y  M  A lb ert G randais, 
w hich was m ost interesting. L ittle  did w e realise then 
that w e w ere to m eet the author in the afternoon at 
Caen.

W e bade our farew ell to M  et M d e Roger and 
proceeded on our w ay to the Charles de Percy W ar 
M em orial C em etery in the D epartm ent in the C alva­
dos, some 28 m iles w est o f C aen, and about one mile 
south-east o f L a  Ferronniere, on the road from  Caen 
to V ire. T h e  cem etery is about 400 yards east o f La 
Ferronniere, and about 100 yards south o f the road 
from  V ire to S t Charles de Percy. H ere w e visited the 
graves o f m y personal friend S gt Frank R obert 
G odfrey, and also the grave o f Pte A . G leave, b oth  o f 
our platoon, and L t  Atkins and two other M iddlesex 
R egt soldiers. W e added our names in the book o f 
rem em brance. O n the recom m endation o f C ol 
D esm ond Ellis, w e visited M  et M de A lb ert G randais 
at 3 Rue L eR o y, C aen. T h e y  are both charm ing 
personalities and M  A lb ert G randais, w ho is a school­
m aster, w e w ere to learn, is the author o f the book in 
French, called ‘T h e  Battle o f  C alvados’ , w hich was 
awarded the French literature prize in 1972. H e has 
one o f the finest personal diaries o f officers and men 
w ho took part in these cam paigns, and w7e then 
thought o f  our other com rades in  the platoon w ho 
had also been killed in action, in B elgium  and 
G erm any, A fter a cafe-au-lait w ith  ou r kind hosts 
w e m ade our return jou rn ey to our hotel at T il ly -  
sur-Seulles.

Sunday saw us on the road back and after visiting 
the open air m arket at C aen, where w e took som e 
photographs and m ade som e purchases and visited 
the castle, w e m ade our return jou rn ey back on the 
route N ational, and stopped at m any interesting 
villages and towns on route to D ieppe.

W e booked in at the hotel G am b etta on the 
A venue G am betta. A  hotel w ith  a m ost unim posing 
facade b ut w ith a cuisine ‘par excellence’ .

M onday m orning w e em barked for N ew h aven  on 
the new  ship Senlac. A  first-class boat and a very 
sm ooth crossing on a sunny day.

W e w ere glad that w e had m ade the journey.

C ap t John G errard, m c , o b e ,  q p m , is now  D epu ty  
A ssistant C om m issioner M etropolitan  Police, N ew  
Scotland Y ard.

M r R oy Bishop has been m anager for the past 27 
years o f  H ector Pow e L td , W orthing, Sussex.
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It is w ith  deep regret that w e have to announce the
follow in g have died:
A s h b y — O n  June 5, 1977, C apt Frederick G eorge 

A sh b y  (274960) m m , aged 79 years.
H e enlisted in the M iddlesex R egt on O ctober 

23> 1 9 I 5> and served until A u gu st 12, 1919. H e 
re-enlisted on February 20, 1920, and served until 
M a y  15, 1939, w'hen he was discharged to pension. 
O n  S eptem ber 2, 1939, he was recalled for service 
and served in the ranks until M ay  30, 1943. On 
M a y  3 1, 1943, he was appointed to a short Service 
Em ergency C om m ission and prom oted Captain in 
the appointm ent o f  Adm inistration and Q M  29th 
C ou n ty  o f  L ondon (H om e G uard). H e continued 
to serve as a Captain in various E R E  appointments 
until resigning his com m ission on A u gu st 2, 1950. 
H e served w ith  the 8th Bn M idd lesex R egt but 
dates are obscure. H e also served w ith  the Para­
chute R egt T erritoria l A rm y from  M a y  21, 1952 
until M ay 7, 1955. H e was in possession o f  the 
follow ing m edals: M ilitary M edal (‘ London 
G a zette ’, January 1, 1919), British W ar and 
V icto ry  M edals, D efen ce M edal, W ar M edal 
1939-45, R in g  G eorge V I  Coronation M edal, 
L o n g  Service and G o o d  C on d u ct M edal, Efficiency 
M edal (T ).

C a s t e — O n July 1, 1977, A rth u r C harles C aste, aged 
101 years. In W orld  W ar I he enlisted into the 
R egim ent and served in France and took part in 
the Battle o f  the Som m e.

C r a w f o r d — O n July 26, 1977, C ol M ervyn  C raw ford 
d s o ,  j p ,  d l ,  aged 76 years. A  full obituary w ill be 
p ublished in the next issue o f  the Diehards 
Newsletter.

D o u t h e t — O n  M a y  10, 1977, L t  (Q M ) Robert 
T h om a s (Bob) D o uthet. A ged  91 years. Served 
w ith  4th Bn. F u ll obituary w ill appear in the next 
issue o f  N ew sletter.

G a r r e t t — O n June 18, 1977, ex-D ru m m er G eorge 
G arrett. A ged  91 years. H e served w ith  the 3rd 
and 4th Bns.

T h e  funeral was attended by M aj R. W . J. 
S m ith , m b e , S qn L d r  J. M . A b ell and M r  C . D. 
A sh b y. Full obituary in  next issue o f  N ew sletter.

H u m p h r i e s — O n  A p ril 8, 1977, ex-Pte Ronald 
H um phries (6203884). A ged  63 years. H e enlisted 
O n  A u gu st 24, 1939, and served until N o vem b er 4, 
1945. T h e  m ajority o f  his service was w ith  the 9th 
Bn. H e was in possession o f  the D efen ce M edal, 
W ar M edal 1939—45 and the T A  E fficiency M edal.

Jo y ce— O n D ecem b er 9, 1976, L t  C ol A . R. Joyce, 
m c . N o  other details available.

L ee— O n June 22, 1977, M r  W . F. Lee. Served with 
1st and 2nd Bns.

L ow '— O n  M a y  22, 1977, M aj T h o m a s Ralph Low , 
m c ,  French  C roix  de G uerre. Served w ith  2/9th 
B n 19 14 -17  and then transferred to Indian A rm y.

M a r t i n — O n A pril 15, 1977, ex-Pte Ernest M artin 
(6208371). H e enlisted on M ay 16, 1940, and w-as 
discharged on M ay 1, 1946. H e served w ith the 1st 
Bn in H ong K o n g  and was a prisoner o f  war. N o 
other details are available.

M i r i a m s — O n June 30, 1977, Phyllis, w ife o f  the la t ^ ^  
L t  C ol S . M iriam s, m c .

N a s h — D u rin g  February 1977, killed in B A O R  
w hilst riding to w ork on a bicycle. L t  C ol G . H. 
N ash, o b e .  Serving w ith  British D efence Section, 
T h e  Soviet C -in -C ’s m ission, B U N E , B A O R . N o 
other details available.

S t e a d — O n M ay 13, 1977, M r  E. J. Stead. S e r v e j f ^  
with  2nd and 5th Bns.

T a y l o r — O n M ay 24, 1977, T heresa A n n , w ife o f 
ex -S gt N . T ay lor.

W ’ e e d o n — On M arch 9, 1977, M aj M artin  Pryce 
W eedon (64628), m c , aged 61 years, as a result o f a 
shooting accident. H e was com m issioned into the 
Regim ent on January 31, 1935. H e joined the 1st 
Bn in Singapore in 1936 and proceeded to H ong 
K o n g  in A ugust 1937. H e was w ith  ‘B ’ C o y  when 
the Japanese captured H ong K o n g on D ecem ber 
25» I94 I > was wounded in action and aw arded the 
M ilitary  C ross for distinguished conduct. A fter 
being taken P O W  by the Japanese he spent the 
first nine m onths in H ong K ong, m oving to K obe, 
Japan, on the ill-fated Lisbon M aru. H e remained 
in Japan until O ctober 1945 when he was re­
patriated to U K . H e retired from  the A rm y on 
January 31, 1948. H e later qualified as a barrister 
and prior to his retirem ent in 1976 was em ployed 
as C lerk  and Receiver to the U nited W estm inster 
Schools and G reycoat H ospital Foundation.

H e was for m any years a m em ber o f the R e g i-^ ^  
mental Association Executive C om m ittee a n d ^ ^  
Finance Sub-Com m ittee.

H e also w rote a book on his P O W  experiences 
titled ‘G uest o f an Em peror’ . H e was in possession 
o f the follow ing m edals: M ilitary Cross, M ention 
in D espatches, i 939~45 Star, Pacific Star, D efence 
M edal, W ar M edal 1939-45. H e was a fine Officer 
w ho w ill be sadly missed by all his friends.

T h e  funeral was attended b y B rig A . E . G reen, 
d s o ,  o b e ,  C ol A . S. J. de S. C layton, o b e ,  and M rs 
C layton, M aj J. I. D. Pike, m c , M aj R. W . J. 
Sm ith, m b e , L t  E. C . G raham  and D ru m  M aj C . 
H oldford, b e m .

W o l l o c o m b e — O n A pril 19, 1977, M ary  C lem ents 
(M o lly) w ife o f  the late L t  C ol T .  S. W ollocom be, 
M C.

T h e  funeral was attended by M aj G en  G . P. L. 
W eston, c b ,  c b e ,  d s o ,  L t C ol J. R. B. W orton and 
M rs W orton, L t  C ol C . N . C layden  and M rs 
C layden, M aj J. I. D . Pike, m c .
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R E G IM E N T A L  G O O D S
T h e  follow ing regim ental goods are available for 

purchase:
C h r is tm a s  c a r d s

Details Price
C ard N o 1 Steady the D rum s and Fifes 

(coloured)
8p each or 14 for £1

M is c e lla n e o u s Each
£

0030
2.00
3-oo

00-90
00-80

15 0
15 0

-A sh trays, glass crested 
Tiadges, blazer . .

^ cadges, car (grill type fittings)
Buttons regim ental, large (blazer embossed)
Buttons regim ental, small (blazer embossed)
C ravats regim ental (old pattern) terylene 
Cravats regim ental (new pattern) terylene . .
Ice buckets— m iniature side drum  w ith regi­

mental em blazonm ent . . 6 00
T ies  regim ental (old pattern) terylene . . 00 80

■Ties regim ental (new pattern) terylene . . 00 80
^ i e s  regim ental, (new pattern) silk 12 0

T ies  officers, club silk . . 15 0
H eraldic shields, M iddlesex R egt 4 50

T h ese  prices refer to existing stocks only and are 
subject to adjustm ent when exhausted.

Postage has been included in the cost o f cards and 
goods.

Cheque/Postal O rder should be m ade payable to 
‘M iddlesex R egim ental Association’ .

J O U R N A L S  A N D  N E W S L E T T E R S
T h e  follow ing surplus Regim ental Journals and 

N ew sletters are available for purchase. Price 25P 
each w hich includes postage. Applications to the 
Secretary.

N o vem b er 1924 
N ovem ber 1925 
A u gu st 1926 
M ay 1927 
A u gu st 1928 
A u gu st 1930 
A u gu st 1933 
F ebruary 1935 
F ebruary 1937 
N o vem b er 1937 
D ecem ber 1944

February 1924 
A ugust 1925 
M ay 1926 
February 1927 
M ay 1928 
February 1930 
February 1933 
N ovem ber 1934 
February 1936 
A u gu st 1937

Kebruary 1939
eptem ber 1947 June 1948 

S eptem ber 1950 D ecem ber 1950 
D ecem ber 1952 M arch  1953 
Septem ber 1954 A p ril 1955 
A u gu st 1956 D ecem ber 1956
D ecem ber 1957 
June i960 
June 1961 
A pril 1963 
D ecem ber 1964 
A pril 1966 
O ctob er 1967 
A ugust 1968 

ay 1969 
M ay 1970 
February 1971 
N o vem b er 1971 
N ovem ber 1972 
M arch  1974 
D ecem ber 1974 
June 1976

June 1958 
D ecem ber i960 
D ecem ber 1961 
O ctob er 1963 
A p ril 1965 
O ctob er 1966 
February 1968 
N o vem b er 1968 
A u gu st 1969 
N ovem ber 1970 
M a y  1971 
M ay  1972 
M a y  1973 
June 1974 
Septem ber 1975 
Septem ber 1976

M ay 1925 
February 1926 
N ovem ber 1926 
N ovem ber 1927 
M a y  1929 
M ay 1932 
M a y  1934 
N ovem ber 1935 
M ay  1937 
February 1938 
June 1945 
M arch  1949 
M arch  1952 
M arch  1954 
A p ril 1956 
Septem ber 1957 
D ecem ber 1958 
M arch  1961 
O ctober 1962 
O ctober 1964 
O ctober 1965 
A pril 1967 
M a y  1968 
February 1969 
N ovem ber 1969 
A ugust 1970 
A ugust 1971 
A u gu st 1972 
N ovem ber 1973 
Septem ber 1974 
D ecem ber 1975
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