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) FU N ERAL OF HRH 

TH E DUKE OF W IND SO R

A s H is late R oyal H ighness T h e  D u ke o f W indsor 
had been C olo n el-in -C h ief o f  T h e  M iddlesex 
R egim ent (D C O ) w hen he was Prince o f  W ales and 
later when he was K in g  E dw ard V I I I ,  C ol. A . S. J. 
de S. C layton, D epu ty  C olonel (M iddlesex) and 
M rs. C layton  had the honour o f  attending the 
funeral o f  the D uke at St. G eo rge ’s Chapel, W indsor, 
on June 5.

HM KIN G ED W AR D  VIIFs O N LY 

V IS IT  T O  AN IN FA N TR Y 

 ̂ REGIM ENT

Follow ing the death o f  H is R oyal H ighness T h e  
D u ke o f  W indsor, Brigadier N eville  P rocter was 
prom pted to put into w riting his recollections o f  a 
historic and unique occasion in the history o f  the 
R egim ent and, in view  o f  the interest they w ill 
arouse, especially am ongst those w ho were serving in 
the 2nd Battalion at that tim e, they are published 
below.

A m ong the m ultiplicity o f  m em ories o f the late 
D uke o f W indsor, recorded in the papers, there is no 
mention o f one incident during his short reign, w hich 
was o f  historical interest, I feel, and to none more so 
than all personnel serving in the 2nd Battalion in 

^ j^ tsm ou th  in 1936.

I have no doubt that m any survivors still have one 
o f  the photos show ing L t.-C o l. Job Jefferd and his 
A djutant, C apt. Ian G ordon, b idding farew ell to two 
N aval officers, H .M . K in g  Edw ard V I I I  and L o rd  
L o uis M ountbatten, outside ou r Officers M ess in 
Portsm outh.

A s this was the only photograph o f  H M  in ou 
m idst, other than on parade, I w onder w ho claim s the 
distinction o f  being the M ess w aiter seen in the 
background ?

It m ay be o f interest to som e to know  the circum ­
stances o f this unique v isit o f H M  K in g  Edw ard 
V I I I  to an Infantry Battalion.

It had been known that H M  was to visit the Royal 
M arines at Eastney and w e had been inform ed that 
it was regretted that his program m e w ould not per­
m it him  to include a visit to the 2nd Battalion o f  his 
M iddlesex Regim ent.

It was a disappointm ent, but, as the Battalion was 
“ A t  H om e”  to Portsm outh the follow ing day, w e 
w ere all busy w ith  ou r various preparations for 
w elcom ing the public.

T h a t evening I was dining w ith  Job Jefferd and 
his sister when the C O  was sum m oned to the phone 
urgently. A fter a time the C O  returned— “ It was 
L o rd  L o u is to say that H M  has said that, as he is 
dow n here, he m ust visit the Battalion. H e said ' I ’m 
afraid that it’s very short notice and H M  has only 
Naval uniform . I have pointed out that w e cannot p os­
sibly get his M iddlesex uniform  dow n here in tim e 
and he has said that he is yo u r C o lo n el-in -C h ie f and 
you receive him  in N aval uniform  at 11.30 am  (?) or 
not at a ll.”

T h is  was the gist o f the message as an old man 
rem em bers. T h e  receipt o f it cannot have been before
8-30 or 9 p.m . and then the proceedings discussed and 
orders issued w ould have eaten up m ore tim e and I 
seem to rem em ber the Barracks, h aving dw indled 
into near “ L ights O u t” , suddenly becom ing fu lly  
“ L igh ts O n ”  as the news got round.

Such a v isit w ould have been an excitem ent an y­
how  at such short notice, but w e still had the “ A t 
H om e”  on our hands.

A s I rem em ber it, w e got decorating and preparing 
for the “ A t H om e”  until probably breakfast. T h en , 
into sufficient dress to run through a quick reception 
parade and M arch  Past and back to bun tin g hanging 
until it was tim e to get properly dressed to receive 
H M .

O ne instruction was quite clear. T h e  v isit w as to be 
a private personal v isit to the Battalion and no S ta ff 
or outsiders w ere to be allowed. A s  Brigade H ead­
quarters was w ithin the Barracks this was not p op u ­
lar.
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A  stand had been erected for spectators to watch 
displays d urin g the “ A t H om e”  and this was fortunate 
as the m arried fam ilies w ere able to occupy this for a 
close-up o f  the parade and the king. T h e  Brigade 
S ta ff m ight be barred b ut the B rigadier’s w ife got 
her view  as she hurriedly joined the m arried families.

I have already referred to the lack o f photographs 
o f  H M  w ith the officers or warrant officers and 
sergeants as one m ight expect. It was no fault o f  the 
k ing that there w ere none taken as H M  was quite 
w illing  and expected it. T h e  C O , however, did not 
w ant groups taken as various m em bers o f  M esses were 
aw ay from  the Battalion.

L ittle  did he or any o f  us realise w hat a historic 
occasion it was to becom e and w hat treasured groups 
the photographs could have been w ithin m onths, and 
priceless now.

H istorians could no dou bt draw lessons from  the 
k in g ’s conduct over this v isit w ith  their usual hind­
sight, b ut I should be surprised if, as I listened to the 
A bdication  A nnouncem ent in the solitude o f  the 
library o f  m y club, I was alone in recalling that visit 
and finding that m y cheek was unusually dam p. Like 
m any n on -U  incidents in H M  career, that was a 
hum an touch w hich m ade it all so mem orable.

VISIT BY THE RESEAU 
SYLVESTRE

J u n e  2-4, 1972

T h e  return v isit b y  m em bers o f the Reseau S y l- 
vestre from  the L ille  and G on deco urt area, where 
C aptain M ichael T roto b a s had led their resistance 
w ith  such distinction and gallantry, took place 
over the weekend June 2-4 , 1972 and all the fu n c­
tions w ere w ell attended b y  ou r O ld  C om rades. It 
is fair to say that this v isit w en t o ff extrem ely well 
and was a resounding success.

T h e  party-, som e 47 strong, w ere led by M . M arcel 
Fertein  and M . Julien G erekens and it included 
M . Edouard M ontaigne, M ay o r o f G ondecourt, 
C olon el Berm an o f  the C R S , M . Pladys o f  “ L a  
V o ix  du N o rd ” , m any other distinguished m em bers 
o f  the Reseau and several wives. T h e ir  coach was 
m et at D o ver b y  C olonel W alden and M ajor Sm ith, 
w ho conducted them  to L o n d on  where they carried 
out a m ilk round distributing the party betw een the 
six  locations where th ey w ere to  stay for the two 
nights o f the visit. C olon el C layton  was aw aiting 
their arrival at their first port o f  call— the Special 
Forces C lu b — where th ey turned up eventually 
around m idnight.

T h is  was the first v isit to England for m any of 
th e party and it had therefore been arranged that 
th ey  w ould have Saturd ay m orning free so that they 
could brow se around shopping or sight-seeing. 
R um o ur hath it that M arks &  Spencer will soon 
announce an increased dividend as a result o f  that 
one m orning! T h e  party' m et up again soon after 
noon and after luncheon the coach set forth for

Bruce C astle to see our Regim ental M useum . Judg­
ing by the interest displayed and the questions asked 
this trip was m ore than w orthw hile. T h e  coach 
then took the party to visit our Regim ental Chapel 
and Baptistry at St. Paul’s after w hich it did  a tour 
o f various interesting landmarks including the T o w e r 
o f London and Buckingham  Palace before depositing 
the visitors at their various locations so that they 
could repair the ravages o f  the day before a dinner 
in their honour w hich had been arranged that 
evening. A ll w ent w ell although we gathered later 
that M . Gerekens (Resistance C ode name— Jacky) 
had w hat can best be described as key' tro u ^ ^  
w hich caused Colonel W alden to show his p r o w ls  
as a locksmith.

T h e  dinner that evening at the C hevrons C lu b  
was a very happy occasion and everybody' seemed to 
enjoy them selves greatly. W isely, because of the 
47 potential or actual “ Cordon Bleus’ ’ in the visiting 
party', we had asked for a typ ica lly  English meal 
w hich the club did very w ell indeed (in the view  
o f the scribe the texture and flavour o f the roas«  
b eef could not have been bettered). W e eventually^ 
broke up around 11.30 p.m . and m ost o f  us repaired 
to our dow ny couches. H ow ever some intrepid few 
w ere keen to stretch their legs and see the bright 
lights. W e learned next m orning that the strongest 
drink they w ere able to obtain was black coffee and 
I only hope w e w ere forgiven for ou r strange licens­
ing laws.

N ext m orning, Sunday, June 4, at around noon, 
w e all m et again at M ill H ill where respects were 
paid and wreaths laid at our Regim ental W ar 
M em orial. O ur guests w ere delighted to see so 
m any “ m elons”  (French for bow ler hats) and, after 
the cerem onies, several w ere seen to b orrow  these 
“ m elons”  for photographic purposes.

W e then repaired to R H Q  at Edgw are where 
M r. and M rs. Banks had arranged a splendid buffet 
luncheon and w ell-stocked bar. It was a most 
enjoy'able occasion w hich was enhanced w hen T ic h  
M ellor suddenly appeared pushing a piano. H e 
also found a splendid and versatile pianist who 
seemed to know  every possible French and English 
song that anyone could suggest.

H ow ever, time was getting on as the coach w a ^  
due to leave at 3 p.m . so, after m any rousing m elodies, 
A u ld  L an g Syne was played and ou r visitors grad­
ually wended their w ay to their coach passing down 
a long line o f O ld  Com rades saying their farewells 
and thank yous. W e understand that the singing in 
that coach continued non-stop until it reached 
D o v e r !

It was a most mem orable v isit w hich w ill not be 
forgotten for m any years to com e. W e only hope 
our visitors enjoyed them selves h alf as m uch as 
w e did.

O u r grateful thanks are due to Colonel W alden 
and M ajor Sm ith without whose very hard work 
and good planning this v isit w ould not have b ^ ^  
possible. W e are also very grateful to M iss E ileW  
A m os w ho had been D e pu ty  C on su l in L ille  at the 
tim e o f  our visit last N ovem ber and w ho gave m uch 
practical help and advice both in L ille  and on this 
occasion.

A . S. J. de S . C .
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After the actual laying o f  wreaths at the Regimental War Mem orial. L eft to right : Col. A . S . J. de S. 
Clayton, D L , President o f  the Regimental Association, M . M arcel Fertein, President o f  the Reseau Sylvestre, 

and M . Julien Gerekens M B E , Vice-President o f  the Reseau Sylvestre.

O ld Comrades o f  the Reseau Sylvestre and o f  the Regimental Association gathered at the Regimental War 
Mem orial, Inglis Barracks, M ill H ill, fo r  the wreath laying ceremony on Sunday, June 4 .
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REGIMENTAL MUSEUM

C u ra to r: M ajor R . W . J .  S m ith , M B E , T  &  A  V R  Centre, Deansbrook R d ., Edgzvare, M iddx .

T h e  follow ing are recent acquisitions to the 
m u seu m :

M edals o f the late R S M  E. R. Furniss.
M edals o f  the late Pte. W . E. Edwards.
Souvenir program m e, 20th (Shoreditch) Battalion.
T w o  mem orial tablets from  St. G eo rge ’s C hurch, 

Singapore.

MEDALS OF THE LATE L/7409 &  6 1 88348, RSM E. R. 
FURNISS

T h e  m edals o f  “ S han”  Furniss are the Q ueen ’s 
South A frica  M edal w ith  clasps “ C ape C o lo n y”  
and “ South A frica 1902” ; the 19 14 -15  S tar; British 
W ar M ed a l; V icto ry  M edal, 19 14 -19 19 ; Oak leaf for 
M ention in D espatches; D elh i D urbar, 19 11 ; L o n g 
S ervice and G o o d  C on d u ct M edal and the M eri­
torious S ervice M edal. T h e  aw ard o f  the D elhi 
D u rb a r M edal was m ade in recognition o f his w ork in 
p itching the tents for the gigantic cam ps set up for this 
m agnificent cerem ony, he b eing especially loaned to 
the Bengal G overnm ent for the occasion. D u ring his 
service he served w ith  the 4th Battalion in the T o w e r 
o f  London until jo in ing the 3rd Battalion in St. 
H elena, where the Battalion was guarding Boer 
prisoners. T h e  draft o f  w hich he was a m em ber went 
via S outh A frica  w hich entitled him  to the tw o bars 
on the S .A . M edal. H e then served at N aauw poort 
Junction, M id d elb u rg and in the Transvaal, Pretoria, 
D u rban, H ong K o n g, T ien tsin  and Pekin, Singapore, 
C alcutta, D u m  D u m , D inapore, L ebong. D u ring 
W o rld  W a r I he at first served in France, including the 
Battle o f  G ravenstafel, and from  France to Egy pt and 
Salonica until the T u rk ish  surrender, when he w ent 
to C onstantinople as part o f  the occupation forces. 
W ith  the Post Bellum  A rm y he served on the Rhine 
and in U p p er Silesia and in the U K  until the 3rd 
Battalion was disbanded in 1922.

Presented by his daughter, M rs. D . Heyzvood.

MEDALS OF THE LATE L/5765, PRIVATE W . EDWARDS 

T h is  group o f  m edals consists o f  the Q u een ’s South 
A frica  M edal, 1899-1902, w ith  clasps “ Cape 
C o lo n y” , “ O range Free State”  and “ T ra n svaa l” ; the 
A frica  G eneral Service M edal, 1902-20, w ith  clasp, 
“ Som aliland, 1902-04” ; the 1914 star and clasp; the 
British  W ar M edal and V icto ry  M edal for 19 14-19 . 
T h e  Q u een ’s S outh A frica  and the m edals for 19 14 - 
19, have been described often in earlier journals and 
newsletters and are com m on to the Regim ent, but the 
A frica  G eneral S ervice is not a com m on aw ard to us, 
b eing aw arded to those w ho w ere present as M ounted 
Infantry during the Fourth  Expedition (O ctober 
26, 1903, to A p ril 25, 1904) against the M ad  M ullah. 
T h e  obverse shows K in g  Edw ard V I I  in uniform , 
facing left and legend “ Edw ardus V I I  R ex  et Em - 
perator” , the reverse, a standing figure o f  Britannia 
holding a palm  branch and scroll in her extended left 
hand, and trident in her right.

In the exerge is the w ord “ A frica ” . T h e  ribbon is

yellow  edged w ith  black with tw o green stripes to­
wards the centre.

A  draft o f 35 volunteers w ho held M o u n ted ^ ff- 
fantry Certificates left the 1st Battalion, then serving 
in India, to join the Expeditionary Force in S om ali­
land in July, 1903. M ost o f these m en had joined the 
1 st Battalion from  the 2nd Battalion after service 
w ith the latter in South A frica during the Boer W ar. 
Pte. Edwards was one o f these m en, being posted to 
“ E ”  Com pany (“ Scatty E ” ) in January 1903. H e also 
rejoined this com pany after his return from  hi^_ 
second bout o f active service. His third w ar was i ^ B  
1914 when he went to France w ith  the 4th Battalion 
and helped to make history both for his country and 
his regiment. O n all the m edals is stamped his regi­
mental num ber (those o f 19 14 -19 , having fhe prefix 
“ L ” ) and rank, initials and name. T h e  medals are 
now in the process o f being re-ribboned prior to 
being placed in the regimental museum.

Presented by his daughter M iss A . M . Edwards.

SOUVENIR PROGRAMME, 20TH (SHOREDITCH) BATTALION
T h is  program m e, m uch battered and worn, was 

one o f three given to returned m em bers o f the 20th 
Battalion at a Reunion and Celebration held at S hore­
ditch T o w n  H all, on Saturday, O ctober 11 , 1919, 
w ith S ir H enry B usby Bird, the M ayor o f Shoreditch, 
in the chair.

A s  a response to the notable appeal by Field- 
M arshal Earl K itchener in 1914 to form  a new  arm y 
S ir H enry Busby Bird appealed for volunteers to form 
a battalion from the Borough. T h e  appeal was 
prom ptly answered, the unit becom ing the 20th 
(Service) Battalion (Shoreditch) T h e  D uke o f C am ­
bridge’s O w n (M iddlesex Regim ent). It was 
originally to be named the “ Boxer’s Battalion”  b u ^ ^  
the above title was subsequently adopted, u n d i^ B l 
authority o f the W ar Office, on June 4, 1915.

A fter initial training at C olum bia M arket it was 
m oved to A ldershot, where its final m ilitary training 
was com pleted. T h e  Battalion then joined the B E F  in 
France on June 5, 1916, where it was posted to 121st 
Infantry Brigade, 40th D ivision. W h ilst fighting in 
the Loos Sector, the Battalion suffered heavy losses, 
capturing a position against heavy G erm an resistance 
after the blow ing o f  a mine. T h is  position was known 
as “ Shoreditch C rater” .

Returning to the rest sector the 20th Battalion 
w ere chosen from am ongst the regim ents on that part 
o f  the front to supply a guard o f  honour for the 
President o f  France, M . Raym ond P o in c a re ^ it  
Bethune, a distinction m uch appreciated,
Battalion, with the rest o f the 40th D ivision, suffered 
very heavy losses during 1917 and 1918. O f  the 
capture o f  Bourlon W ood, N ovem ber 23-28, 1917, 
the official despatches say “ D u rin g the terrible fight­
ing w hich took place when the D ivision captured 
Bourlon W ood and village the losses am ounted to
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4,800 men in three days’ attack” . A t  the L y s  A pril
9 -1 1 , 1918, during the Germ an offensive, the Batta­
lion H eadquarters w ere surrounded as the over­
w helm ing forces attacked the D ivision, the report 
reading, “ In all fighting round L y s  the men o f the 
40th D ivision were called upon for the greatest 
valour w hich they gave to the death.”  T h en  from 
Bois G renier, w e read, “ For the next two days there 
was terrible fighting, and only 1,200 m en remainded 
out o f tw o brigades” . T h e  casualties o f the Shore­
ditch Battalion alone during its fighting service were 
1 (^Officers and 314 rank and file killed, 32 officers 
£^■815 wounded and 305 m issing. So decimated had 
becom e the battalion, that it was reduced to a training 
cadre on M ay  16 (Albuhera D ay), 1918, returning to 
England, re-form ing and returning to France on 
July 1, 1918, w ith the 43rd Infantry Brigade, 14th 
Division.

T h is  fine battalion was disbanded on June 17, 
1919, after four years o f service and gaining honours 
and adding lustre to the “ D ie-H ards” . T h e  C olour 

^ ^ f  the 20th M iddlesex is the only “ service”  battalion 
^ Jrolour w ith  the 10 W orld  W ar I honours em blazoned 

on the silk. M r. D avid L lo yd , D irector o f  the Royal 
School o f N eedlew ork, said it was one o f the finest 
exam ples o f needlework o f all our colours. T h is  
colour now  hangs over the drum  case in Shoreditch 
Parish C hurch.

D u rin g its existence the 20th Battalion was com ­
m anded by L t.-C o l. F. P. D unlop until July, 1917 
and by Lt.-C olon el. C . E . M elville  Richards from 
that date until dem obilisation on June 17, 1919.

M an y good m en served in the ranks o f the Batta­
lion, one being C pl. Em m ett, the nephew o f  General 
L o uis Batha, the first prem ier o f  South Africa, who 
had show n abilities as an enem y com m ander during 
the last Boer W ar.

A w ards for gallantry to the 20th Battalion were 
D S O  1, M C  15, D C M  5, M M  22, M S M  3, M ID  7, 
Foreign 5 and num erous gallantry cards.

Prior to the dinner during the evening o f October 
11 , 1919, the veterans, headed b y  the Shoreditch 
Borough S ilver Prize Band, m arched through the 
borough, stepping off at C olum bia M arket at 3.30 
p.m ., arriving at the T o w n  H all at 6 p.m.

T h e  donor o f this program m e is a veteran o f  the

•oth Battalion w ho has resided in Australia for m any 
ears, b ut always makes a point o f duty to call at our 
headquarters w henever he visits “ B ligh ty” . It was 

during his present visit that he presented this p ro­
gram m e for our archives.

Presented by M r. R . Groombridge, late 20th 
Battalion

M EM ORIAL TABLETS
Independence having been granted to Singapore, 

the mem orial tablets w hich w ere on the w alls o f the 
G arrison C hurch  (St. G eorge ’s) in T an glin  Barracks, 
have now been returned to the respective units. T w o  
were returned to the “ D ie-H ards” . T h e  earliest is a 
stone tablet 26m b y  21 in bearing the inscription 
“ Sacred to the m em ory o f the underm entioned men 
oSgJ'ie 3rd Battalion M iddlesex Regim ent w ho died at 
i^Bgapore 1909-1910 ” . T h en  follows the nam es; 
“ Pte. W . Schuster, Pte. J. O verend, Pte. J. Palm er, 
Pte. T .  W atkinson, Pte. F . R edlington, Pte. A . 
E nglish” . A bove the w ording and at top centre is the 
3rd Battalion crest, v iz. the normal regim ental badge 
o f  wreath o f laurels, Prince o f  W ales plum e and 
m otto, D u ke o f  C am b ridge’s cypher surm ounted by

the coronet o f a Royal D uke and the legend “ D C O  
M iddlesex R egim ent”  inscribed on the bottom  o f the 
w reath (not a separate scroll). U nder the cypher is the 
honour scroll bearing the battle honour “ A lb u h era”  
and between that and the base o f the w reath the 
Roman num eral “ I I I ” .

T h e  other tablet is brass w ith  the engraving “ T o  
the glory o f G od. T h is  tablet is erected b y  the 2nd 
Battalion T h e  M iddlesex Regt. (D u ke o f C am ­
bridge’s O w n) in m em ory o f  their com rades who died 
at Singapore 1922-1923” . T h e  follow ing names are 
below : “ Lieut. L . G . W . M cA rth u r (died at sea), 
6192560 Pte. W m . Edw ard Sm ith, 6192692 Pte. James 
Kem pson, 6192835 Pte. John M archant, 6191099 
Pte. E . J. T .  A rrow sm ith” . T h e  brass plate measures 
27m. b y  i8in  w ith  the lettering engraved in black.

Both the above now jo in  those already on display 
in the Regim ental m useum  at B ruce Castle.

E xh ib it ion s
R ecently there have been tw o exhibitions o f 

Regim ental relics on loan from  the Regim ental 
M useum , plus the last colours carried b y the 1st 
Battalion T h e  M iddlesex R egim ent (D C O ) and now 
in the custody o f  4th Battalion T h e  Q ueen ’s R egi­
m ent, A lbuhera Com pany. T h e  first exhibition was 
at the Ealing Road L ibrary, W em bley, w hich  was 
w ell attended and caused favourable com m ent. A  
precis o f  our Regim ental history was available, gratis, 
for people view ing the exhibits. T h e  dem and for 
these histories exceeded the supply.

T h e  second exhibition was held in July at the 
A rm y Careers and Inform ation Office in the Strand, 
ju st opposite C haring Cross Station. A s w ell as the 
norm al exhibits generally loaned for exhibitions, on 
this occasion the em broidered table cloth showing 
the ziame o f  every recipient o f  the V ictoria Cross 
from  its institution up to and including those 
aw arded in K orea was also on display. T h is  table­
cloth was em broidered b y  M rs. Ryder, w ife o f  Bob 
R yder, V C , o f our 12th Battalion, was an evecatcher, 
especially as the V C , G C  garden party was held d u r­
ing the tim e the exhibition was open. It was very 
satisfying to be inform ed b y  the officer responsible 
for arranging the various exhibitions held at this 
venue, that at least tw ice the num ber o f  general 
pub lic  had view ed the exhibitits than any exhibition 
held there previously. M ajor S . M . M anthorpe ex­
pressed to the w riter o f  these notes his intense 
pleasure at the reaction o f  the visitors to the item s on 
display.

V is ito rs  to the  R e g im e n ta l M u s e u m
Visitors to the M useum  give cause for satisfaction 

both in num bers and variety o f  age. T h ere  is also 
satisfaction in the different nationalities w ho take the 
trouble to visit B ruce Castle. Recently there have been 
conducted tours o f parties from  Sw eden and from  
France. In addition to parties, there have been 
interested individuals w ho have Regim ental connec­
tions and historians searching for details o f past 
cam paigns. T w o  visitors from  N orthern  Ireland w ere 
the great granddaughter and the great-great-grand- 
son o f C /Sgt. G eorge G ardiner, V C , D C M , 57th 
R egim ent, the first recipient o f both the Victoria 
C ross and D istinguished C on duct M edal. T o  make 
the visit a m em orable one for the lad, aged 14 years, 
he was given a photograph o f his great-great-grand- 
father in the uniform  o f a sergeant-m ajor w earing 
all his medals and decorations and the current badge
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o f  rank at that date, i.e. four chevrons surm ounted by 
a crow n worn below  the e lbow  on the right arm. T h e  
last historian to  visit is A lderm an Peter G . Spillett, 
JP, M A S A , the president o f  the H istorical S ociety  of 
the N orthern  T errito ry  o f  A ustralia, w ho served in 
the R oyal Australian A ir  Force. H e is interested 
in the officers and men o f  the 57th w ho garrisoned 
F ort D u n dus on M elville  Island 1824 to 1829.

A  N o te  on  B ru ce  Castle

B ruce C astle was once the hom e o f  the Tow nsend 
fam ily and it was a T ow n sen d  w ho was the first 
C om m anding O fficer o f  the 57th after the renum ber­
ing o f  the line in 1757. A nother o f  the fam ily was also 
ou r first officer battle casualty, Ensign W illiam  
T ow n sen d, w ho was killed in action at sea w hen the 
57th w ere M arines. T h is  also w as in 1757. R obert 
B ruce, K in g  o f  Scotland, was a m em ber o f the fam ily 
w ho originally held the m anor, w hich cam e into their 
possession from  the m en o f  W illiam  the C onqueror. 
W hen an attem pt w as m ade to take the heart o f 
R obert the B ruce from  M elrose A b b e y  to Jerusalem 
tw o o f  the ancestors o f  C apt. Patrick and C ol. 
R ob ert Lo gan  o f the 57th R egim ent w ere chosen as 
m em bers o f  the expedition. T h e  R egim ent has con­
nections w ith B ruce Castle m ore than is generally 
know n. T h e  church  o f  the m anor, A ll H allow s, is 
said to have been founded b y  D avid  I o f  Scotland 
(10 8 4-115 3), w ho was an ancestor o f  R obert Bruce. 
In this church  hangs the K in g ’s C olo ur o f ou r 2/7th 
B attalion, w hich  is unique in having 1 1 battle

honours for 19 14 -19  em blazoned on it instead o f 10, 
as have all other colours for W orld W ar I. It was an 
oversight by the W ar Office and H onours Board as 
all other colours in the R egim ent and in the A rm y 
w ere only authorised to show 10 o f the num erous 
honours granted for that war.

It is com forting to know that ou r revered relics 
are housed in a hom e historically associated w ith  the 
Regim ent and in an area where well over a thousand 
w ere recruited w ho wore our cap badge w ith  pride in 
peace and capability in war. R .W .J.S .

R E G I M E N T A L  D E R B Y  S W E E P S T A K E  1972 A

T h e  D e rb y  sweepstake organised b y  the R e g i ^ ^  
mental Association in aid o f the C haritable Fund 
was once again w ell supported this year.

T h e  receipts from  the sale o f tickets and the dis­
tribution o f the prize m oney w ere as follow s:

R e c e i p t s  a n d  E x p e n d i t u r e

Received from  Sale o f T ick ets  and 
Donations 

Less £
Printing and Stationery . . 23-10
Postage ................................... 3-27!
Registration Fee . .  . .  1-25

174-92

A vailable for distribution . .

D i s t r i b u t i o n

A ssociation C haritable Fund (50% 
o f net proceeds)

Prize M on ey: £
1st Prize (25%  o f net proceeds) 36-82 
2nd Prize (15 %  o f net proceeds) 2 2 10  
3rd Prize (10 %  o f net proceeds) 14-72

27-62!

£ 147-2 9!

£
73-65 l

7 3 6 4

£ 14 7-2 9 !T ota l

T h e  follow ing w ere the prize-w inners:

1st— C ol. L . G . Lohan, m b e , t d  

V illa Pendohan 
Pinpol, D evoran 
T ru ro , Cornw all 

2nd— M r. L . K . Lew is 
95 M anor Road 
London C olney, H erts.

3rd— M r. C . M iller  £
6 G reenw ood G ardens 
L ondon, N .13 .

S ince 1967, when these D e rb y  sweepstakes w ere 
organised in aid o f the C haritable Fund, a total of 
£ 453-11 has been handed over to the Secretary o f the 
R egim ental Association.
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O FF IC E R S  C L U B  D IN N E R

T h e  Officers C lu b  D inner this year was held at 
the U nited Service and Royal Aero C lub , Pall M all, 
L ondon, S .W .i ,  on Friday, July 21.

C ol. A . S . J. de S. C layton  presided and the 
official guests w ere L t.-G e n . S ir Richard Craddock, 
Colonel o f the Q ueen ’s Regim ent, and L t.-C o l. K . 
D odson, Com m anding 3rd Battalion T h e  Q ueen ’s 
Regim ent.

O thers present w ere:

♦ Lt.-General G. C. Bucknall
Major-General C. M . M.

Man
Brigadier E. E. F. Baker 
Brigadier B. B. Rackham 
Col. W. P. M . Allen 
Col. I. H. Battye 
Col. I. D. Brotherton 
Col. I. R. Burrows 
Col. R. D. Sherbrooke- 

Walker 
Col. M . H. Summers 
Col. F. Walden 
Lt.-Col. G. E. Carter 

t  Lt.-Col. T . W. Chattey
Lt.-Col. J. D. Gunnell 
Lt.-Col. P. J. Hall 
Lt.-Col. M. V. Hayward 
Lt.-Col. A. S. Hewson 
Lt.-Col. D. E. Simpson 
Major M. J. Beaumont 
Major R. M. Cain 
Major R. A. J. Cheffins 
Major J. G. Chiverall 
Major C. Chum  (private 

guest)
Major P. D. J. Clarke 
Major H. E. Couch 
Major P. Donovan 
Major S. L. J. Henshaw 
Major J. M. Hewson 
Major R. J. Leighton 
Major A. F. L-ockwood 
Major E. J. Naish 
Major L. F. E. Nichols 
Major G. G . Norton 
Major C. E. E. Scott 
Major L . F. Shaw 
Major H. Sherwood 
Major R. W. J. Smith 
Major M. P. Weedon 
Major M. Wild 
Major L. C. Wright 
Capt. B. A. Carlston 
Capt. M. J. S. Doran 
Capt. S. le M . Enthoven 
Capt. C. A . Lamb 
Capt. P. F. Murray 
Capt. J. S. Richards 
Capt. D. G . Sherwood 

(private guest)
Capt. D. O. M. Thomas 

k  Capt. R. G. Vaisey
™ Capt. C. G. Webber

Lt. E. C. Graham 
Lt. J. A. Van de Pol.

M o st appropriately the total num ber w ho sat dow n 
to dinner was 57, o f whom  53 w ere m em bers o f the 
C lu b — an increase o f three m em bers over last year’s 
total.

T h e  oldest m em ber present was that veteran “ D ie- 
H ard” , M ajor H enry Sherw ood, w ho m ade the long 
jou rn ey up from  D orset to be present at this im ­
portant C lu b  function. In view  o f his recent state o f 
health, this was a m ost noble effort and gave great 
i^ a s u re  to his m any friends at the dinner.

^ i t  w as very disappointing that M ajor K en  H ard- 
castle, w ho has regularly attended the dinner for 
m any years, was prevented from  com ing this year 
ow ing to his being laid low  on ly a few  days b efore­
hand w ith  pleurisy, from  w hich we are very pleased 
to be able to report, at the tim e o f going to press 
that he has now  recovered.

O FF IC E R S  C L U B  C O C K T A I L  P A R T Y

A  total o f 83, including official guests, attended the 
C lu b  C ocktail Party held at the U nited Service and 
R oyal Aero C lu b  on Friday, M a y  12, 1972.

In accordance w ith  the usual custom  the nearest 
relatives o f  form er Officers w ere invited as official 
guests and the follow ing attended:—

M r. J. M . A b ell, son o f the late M ajor W . H . 
A bell, and M rs. J. M . A bell.

M rs. C . R. A tkin , w idow  o f  L t. L . T .  A tkin , and 
daughter.

M rs. E. J. B. Budden, w idow  o f  C apt. E. J. B. 
Budden.

M rs. M . Fuller, w ido w  o f  C apt. Fuller, and 
daughter.

M rs. H . J. Jennings, w idow  o f  C apt. H . J. Jen­
nings.

M rs. H . A . D . M u rray, w idow  o f  B rig. H . A . D . 
M urray.

L t.-C o l. D uncan Stew art, son o f  the late C o l. 
W . A . Stew art, and M rs. D uncan S tew art

M rs. A . V . W eller, w idow  o f M ajor A . V . W eller.

P e t e r  M c R a e
& C O M P A N Y  L IM IT E D

Life A ssurance Consultants 

Insurance an d  M ortgage Brokers

14-16 West Street, East Grinstead, 
Sussex

Telephone: East Grinstead 25977

Did you know  that besides protecting 

your family, life assurance can assist in 

other fields, such as education, house 

purchase, pension, and estate du ty? We 

specialise in the needs of service person­

nel and w ou ld  be pleased to advise.

W e make no charges

W e also have departm ents specialising  

in other form s of general insurances  

w hich  are at your service
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PERSONAL JOTTINGS

A fter hold ing the post for 10 years and three 
m onths S ir  M yles  A bb ott, w ho was a subaltern with 
the is t  Battalion in H ong K o n g  and was taken 
prisoner when the C olo n y fell on Christm as D ay, 
1941, retired as C h ie f Justice o f Berm uda on D ecem ­
ber 3 1 last.

A n  old com rade w ho has recently regained contact 
w ith  the Association after a long absence is Bill 
Am bridge. A fter serving as a regular soldier, 
m ostly w ith the 2nd Battalion in India in the 1920s, 
he enlisted in the 7th (T A ) Battalion and was a 
w ell-know n figure in “ C ”  C om pany at H ornsey 
for som e years. H e now  lives at N ew  Barnet, H erts.

Congratulations to C apt. M ichael Ball on being 
aw arded last M arch  the S u ltan ’s B ravery M edal 
whilst serving w ith  the S u ltan ’s A rm ed Forces in 
Om an.

A  recent recruit to the R egim ental Association is 
ex-D ru m m er C . J. Bestonso (TF/265991), w ho is 
now  a m em ber o f the M ill H ill Branch. Enlisting 
in A p ril 1915, he joined ou r 3/9th Battalion and was 
later transferred to the 2/9th Battalion. In 1916 
he was posted to the 21st (Islington) Battalion, w ith 
w hich unit he served in France until 19 17, when 
he was posted to the i/8th Battalion. H e remained 
with  this battalion until he w as dem obilised in 
A p ril 1919.

A lthough L eslie  Eggleton (14414207), one o f 
our recently enrolled m em bers o f the Regim ental 
Association, only served in the Regim ent for about 
a year from  1942 to 1943, when he w as discharged as 
m edically unfit, he is becom ing an enthusiastic 
supporter o f branch and other functions, and w e 
are v ery  pleased indeed to have him  w ith us.

H is jo b  in life is w ith  the C orps o f C odA  
missionnaires.

A fter a period aw ay from  w ork last M a y  suffering 
from  an acute attack o f arthritis, w e w ere glad to 
welcom e back Bob Ferguson (TF/2458), that loyal 
m em ber o f the old i/7th Battalion (T F )  (19 14 -18 ), 
who, as one o f ou r small staff at R H Q , Edgw are, 
is a tower o f  strength to us.

O ur latest admission as an In-Pensioner to the 
Royal H ospital, Chelsea, is ex-L /C p l. G eorge 
Fulton (6974684). H e originally enlisted in the 
Royal Inniskilling Fusiliers in N ovem ber 1921, 
and was transferred to the Regim ent in A u gu st 
I 937> when he was posted to the 2nd Battalion. In 
February 1938 he was posted to the D epot for a 
tour o f d uty until July 1941, when he re-joined the 
2nd Battalion. H e was dow ngraded m edically in 
Septem ber 1942 and after being extra-regim entally 
em ployed for nearly five years, he was finally dis­
charged in June 1947.

E x-C p l. R oger Bourne (2367921) is one o f thirteen 
w ho w ere enrolled as m em bers o f the Regim ental 
Association on the evening o f the Annual Reunion. 
A fter som e years w ith  the D ie-H ards and 2 Q ueen ’s 
he is now  serving w ith  the C ity  o f London Police.

T h a t stalw art o f the old 7th  (T F )  Battalion, 
M ajor G eoffrey Bow er, sends his greetings to all 
w ho served w ith  him  in the H ornsey C om pan y o f 
that Battalion. H e is now  living at Saw bridgew orth, 
Herts.

W e are very sorry indeed that one o f  the staunchest 
supporters o f  the Regim ental Association, ex -C p l. 
T o m  C hristm an (6196621), has recently m oved up 
north to W h itley  Bay. A s  honorary- treasurer o f the 
M ill H ill Branch he has been m ost conscientious 
in carrying out his duties and helpful in every way. 
H e w ill be sadly missed b y  his m any friends here, 
and w e only hope that it m ay be possible for him 
to com e to som e o f  ou r functions. W e w ish him  and 
his wife, M arjorie, happiness in their new  home.

W alter C lark (6188193), a p re-19 14  soldier, 
w ho served in both the 3rd and 4th Battalions, 
sends his greetings to all old friends, especially those 
w hom  he last saw at G ib raltar before the 4th B at­
talion was disbanded. H e is now  one o f  our vet­
erans in the S tar and G arter H om e at R ichm ond.

O ne o f our old soldiers w ho recently got in touch 
w ith  us is ex-Sgt. S . J. G age (6200520). H e served 
in the 2nd Battalion, m ainly as a pioneer, from  1932 
until he w'as transferred to the A rm y Reserve in 
A p ril 1939. O n mobilisation in S eptem ber that 
year he again saw service w ith  the 2nd Battalion 
and, as a corporal, took part in the fighting in  N o r­
m andy after “ D ”  D ay. O n prom otion to sergeant he 
w-as posted to the i/7th Battalion and com pleted 
his service at L u beck in G erm any, from  where he! 
was dem obilised in 1945.

Congratulations to Capt. D avid  G ouda on his 
engagem ent to M ile C olette G eogette R ose L u gol, of 
O yonnax, France.

W e w ere delighted to get a v isit ju st recently 
from that veteran o f  the 20th (Service) Battalion 
(Shoreditch), R obert G room bridge, w'ho had come 
to England on holiday from  S outh Australia, where 
he settled after the 19 14 -18  war. W h ilst in this 
country'’ he is intending to be one o f the party of 
old com rades o f the R egim ent to make the pilgrim ;^fc 
to M ons to take part in the cerem onies in c o ^  
nection with the anniversary o f  the Battle on A u gu st 

23-

In a recent letter Sgt. W . C . H eavens, one of 
ou r In-Pensioners in the R oyal H ospital, C helsea,

w ho has had a spell in the infirm ary as a result o f 
wounds received w hilst w ith  the is t  Battalion in 
1917, sends his greetings to all D ie-H ards.

M ajor G ordon K en t is now  the D epu ty C h ie f 
Appeals O fficer for the C ancer Research Cam paign 
and operates from 2 C arlton H ouse Terrace, 
London S W i.

A fter a com paratively short tour in Scotland 
L t.-C o l. M au rice Leonard has been posted as 
Assistant Provost M arshal in H ong K o n g  and m oved 
^^p:ake up his new appointm ent in June.

N ew s came to us recently that one of our oldest 
D ie-H ards, M ajor S ir  A rth u r L ew ey, although 
lame and unable to get about m uch, remains very 
cheerful. F or m any years he has regularly' attended 
the 2/ioth Battalion Annual D inner.

A nother younger ex-m em ber o f the Regim ent

•w'ho w'as recently enrolled as a m em ber o f the 
R egim ental Association is John L o ve  (23915791). 
H e served in the is t  Battalion and later the 4th 
Q u een ’s from  June 1962 until June 1968. A s a 
R egim ental policem an when the Battalion w'as 
stationed in Belfast it was his sad duty to lower our 
Regim ental flag for the last tim e on V esting D ay, 
D ecem ber 31, 1966, when the D ie-H ards became 
4th Battalion T h e  Q u een ’s Regim ent (M iddlesex).

A t the end o f June w'e w ere surprised and very 
pleased indeed to receive a visit from  ex-Pte. A lan 
A . J. M oo d y (19042720) w ho, after serving as a 
“ R edcap”  at Brentw ood, was drafted to H ong 
K o n g  in 1949. W ith  27th Infantry Brigade he w ent 
to K orea and then transferred to the Regim ent, 
where, to quote his ow n w'ords, “ I had the privilege 
o f  join ing ‘D ’ C om pany under the com m and of 
M ajor (now 'M ajor-G eneral S ir John) W illo u gh b y” . 
H is tour in K o rea ended in 1951 and he was dis­
charged in D ecem ber 1952. H e is now  em ployed 
w ith  the M etropolitan Police.

A s a result o f his visit he has now' been enrolled as a 
m em ber o f the Regim ental Association and joined 
the M ill H ill Branch.

O ne o f our octogenarians from the old 7th (T F )  
Battalion is e x -C S M  T . A . Percival (721), who 
joined the H ighgate C om pany in 1909. T hrou gh ou t 
his service in the T erritoria l Arm y' he was always a 
v e iy  good shot. H is keenness and enthusiasm  for 
shooting still persist for this year he spent a week 
at the N ational Sm all-Bore Association m eeting at 
B isley.

Congratulations to C apt. R oger Pitm an on his 
prom otion to major as from  June 30, 1972.

M ajor John Pollard, now serving w ith  the 4th 
M echanised Infantry D ivision, has w ritten with 

¿^phusiasm  about a gathering o f D ie-H ards in Fort 
Carson, C olorado, last Easter. A pparently he was 
joined there by C apt. Paul T ru m a n , w ho motored 
1,000 m iles from  W innipeg, where he is w'ith the 
2nd Battalion Princess Patricia’s L ig h t Infantry, 
and L t. A m edee M ieville, son o f M ajor Chris 
M ieville  and a subaltern in the Q ueen ’s Regim ent,

w ho was over from  the U K . T h e y  spent three days 
together and aroused considerable interest am ongst 
their A m erican counterparts, w ho are curious about, 
and envious of, our Regim ental system.

W e have recently been in touch w ith  ex-Sgt. 
W . Price (6199283), w ho is about to jo in  the R egi­
m ental Association. H e enlisted in the Regim ent 
in D ecem ber 1929 and served w ith  the 2nd B at­
talion at C atterick and C olchester, after w hich he 
w-as drafted to join  the 2nd Battalion in K hartoum . 
H e w ent to the A rm y Reserve in 1937 and on 
m obilisation in 1939 he wras posted to the 2/7th 
Battalion at W oolw ich. Before he had a chance to 
settle dowrn, though, he was seconded to the Royal 
W est African Frontier Force and posted to 4th 
Battalion T h e  G o ld  C oast Regim ent, w'here he re­
mained until his health broke dowrn and he was 
discharged as m edically unfit in 1952.

Capt. Frank Redpath writes to tell us that he is 
now  w'ell settled in at his w'ork at A y lesb u ry in 
Buckingham shire and that he rarely has a chance o f 
com ing up to London. H e hopes, however, to get 
up for one o f our functions before long.

W e have at last regained contact w'ith e x -W O i 
(Superintending Clerk) Peter Soper, w ho is living 
in Adelaide, South  A ustralia, and is doing w ell as 
m anager o f the M essrs. T h o rn e & A tlas C o . in 
Adelaide.

O ne o f our older D ie-H ards w ho recently joined 
the R egim ental Association is D onald Stew art 
(F/1039 and 6216318). H e originally served w'ith 
the 17th (Service) Battalion (F irst Football) from 
1915 until its disbandm ent at the end o f the 19 14 -18  
w-ar. A t the outbreak o f the 1939-45 war he again 
enlisted in the Regim ent and later transferred to 
the Royal M ilitary  Police, w ith  w hom  he served 
until dem obilised in 1945.

W ith  the help o f C apt. John Sharpe, a new ly- 
joined m em ber o f the Officers’ C lub , w e have been 
able to get in touch w ith  one o f  the oldest ex- 
m em bers o f  the Regim ent, S idn ey Stinton  (7666), 
w ho lives at A ldham , near C olchester. T h is  old 
D ie-H ard  is approaching his 88th birthday. H e 
enlisted in N ovem ber 1901 and joined the 3rd 
Battalion. H e was later posted to the is t  Battalion 
and during the 19 14 -18  W a r served w ith  the n t h  
Battalion, ou r senior S ervice Battalion, and w ith 
the 20th (Service) Battalion (Shoreditch). H e was 
finally discharged in M arch  1920.

In a letter w ritten last M ay, in w hich  he tells us 
that his birthday falls on M a y  16, ex-Pte. R obert 
W righ t (816754), one o f our H on g K o n g  veterans, 
sends his best w'ishes to all his old com rades.

F R E E  N E W S L E T T E R S

T h e  Editor wishes to thank M r. A . T .  Brow n and 
Capt. H . A . B. C lavpole, t d , f c a , for their generosity 
in paying extra subscriptions so that free copies o f 
The D ie-H ards Newsletter can be sent to deserving 
O ld  Com rades.
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CO RRESPO N D EN CE

From M ajor G . M ason, Commanding 4 th Battalion  
The Queen's Regt. Albuhera Coy.

Risborough Barracks, 
ShornclifFe,

K ent.
J u ly  6, 1972.

T h e  Editor,
“ T h e  D iehards”  N ew sletter.

D ear Editor,

M em orial Service for those w ho fell in the 
K orean  W ar

M em bers o f the R egim ent, and particularly those 
w ho served in K orea, w ill be interested to hear 
that a M em orial Service for those w ho fell in the 
Korean W a r (June 25, 1950-July 27, 1953) was held 
at the Royal Parish C hurch, St M artin ’s-in-the- 
Field, London, on June 23 this year.

T h e  service was arranged b y H is Excellency 
T h e  A m bassador for K orea and the invitation to 
attend was addressed to “ T h e  C om m anding Officer, 
1 st Battalion T h e  M idd lesex Regim ent, 27 Brigade’ ”  
Fortu nately it was sent to the M in istry  o f D efence 
and found its w ay to C olonel C layton, D epu ty 
C olonel (M iddlesex), T h e  Q u een ’s Regim ent. 
U nfortunately C olonel C layton  was unable to attend 
and it was m y honour to  represent the R egim ent 
at this service, as the officer com m anding Albuhera 
C om pany, although I was on ly  sorry that a m ore 
w orthy officer w ho served in K orea was not in m y 
place.

A fter overcom ing the strangeness o f b eing greeted 
into this w ell-know n L ondon church by Koreans 
from  the Em bassy, I found the whole service most 
m oving. T h e  church was full to capacity w ith repre­
sentatives from  the three services and all {Regiments 
w ho served in  K orea together w ith  representatives 
from  the G overnm ent, the M in istry  o f  D efence, and 
other embassies. T h e  service took the conventional 
form  o f  a m em orial service, and the 23 rd Psalm  and 
four hym ns w ere led b y  the choir o f  St. M artin ’s-in- 
the-F ield . T h e  lesson (Revelations 21, w .  1-7 ) was 
extrem ely w ell read b y  the K orean D efence Attache, 
C olonel D o n g  H o K im , and the address was given 
b y  the K orean  Am bassador, H is E xcellen cy K y u n  
N o k  C hoi, w ho served w ith  the K orean  forces during 
the war. In his address H is E xcellen cy said:

“ W e m eet here today, 22 years after the tragic 
Su n d ay o f  June 25, 1950, when the legendary m orn­
ing calm  o f  m y country was suddenly shattered by 
an all-out C om m unist attack, to rem em ber and 
honour once again those w ho gave their lives in 
defence o f  the R epublic o f  Korea.

“ I speak for her G overnm ent and people in 
expressing deepest gratitude to all w ho helped us 
through those difficult times. A s one o f the front­
line com m anders o f that m om ent, I still v ivid ly  
rem em ber the confusion, surprise, and ensuing 
tragedies that brought about a m illion casualties in 
the follow ing three years.

“ I witnessed also countless acts o f  heroism  and 
sacrifice by so m any com m on m en in uniform  fr ^ A  
all over the world. T h ese m en w ere not fighting 
for protection o f their ow n hom es or properties or 
for their own personal w ell-being. O n ly  m en o f the 
highest motivation could have shown such valour 
and dedication: the Korean W ar was the severest 
testing ground for the noblest form  o f hum anity.

“ T h u s, we are m et here not only to honour 
those gallant men. It is indeed for us to be honoured 
b y their highest standards o f dedication and couragei 
in the struggle to preserve the m eaning o f  hum anity," 
freedom  and individual dignity.

“ A s Korea stands today, she is a fitting tribute to 
those who fought to defend her freedom . T h e  
growth and prosperity o f  m y country since then 
w ould give satisfaction to everyone w ho shared in 
that struggle.

“ In rem em bering those w ho gave their lives, 
we are not only paying tribute to their sacrifice, but 
also renew ing our determination to defend and 
protect our land so hardly fought for, and so nobly 
won. It is our duty to them  to nourish and develop 
that land; to make it the hom e o f  a happy and free 
people. N othing less w ould m eet the obligation, 
which all o f us living today owe to them.

“ In our deepest sym pathy and gratitude to them , 
w e pledge to com m it ourselves to sterner vigilance, 
and passion for peace and freedom .

“ T h e  Korean people w ill keep in their hearts 
forever the m em ory o f those w ho fell; whose spirit 
com pelled that fall on Korean soil— so far from  hom e; 
and whose selfless struggle in another’s cause was a 
shining exam ple to the w orld o f the true brother­
hood o f  m an” .

A fter the service a reception was held at the R o y alf 
A ir  Force C lub , Piccadilly. A lthough there was no 
one I knew personally it was a m ost friendly and 
relaxed occasion and the R egim ent’s presence was 
m uch appreciated b y  the K oreans and b y  the 
representatives from  Regim ents w ho served alongside 
the D ie-H ards in K orea. O u r contribution and 
sacrifice w ere certainly well rem em bered.

Y ou rs sincerely, 
G e o f f r e y  M a s o n .

Parsons 
and 

Printing

O ver a C en tu ry-o ld  P a rtn e rsh ip . . .
L ike  th e  Serv ices, w e h av e  a  tra d itio n  to  u p h o ld , a t  th e  sa m e  tim e  ta k in g  a d -  | 
v a n ta g e  o f  scien tific  p ro g ress  in  th is  age o f  m e c h a n isa tio n , y e t m a in ta in in g , 
th ro u g h  a  special d e p a r tm e n t,  a  p e rso n a l a n d  he lp fu l lin k  w ith  o u r  cu s to m e rs , 
w h o m  w e a re  ever w illing  t o  ad v ise  a n d  assist in th e  p ro d u c tio n  o f  th e ir  jo u rn a ls

F i n i n n n u o  1 t h  The Adelphi, John Adam  S t .,  London W C 2NJ rAKoUNo LIU 6 AY. Telephone 01-839 7151. W orks at H as-
■ i » » » v w  tings, Folkestone, Bexhill and Lewes.

10

O B I T U A R Y

It is w ith  deep regret that we have to announce 
that the follow ing have died:

B a t t e n — O n June 15, 1972, suddenly at his home, 
M ajor-G eneral R ichard H utchinson Batten, c b , 

^ t b e , d s o , d l , aged 63. H e was com m issioned into 
A e  R egim ent from  the R M C , Sandhurst, on 

January’ 31, 1929, and served w ith the 1st Battalion 
until 1936, when he received accelerated promotion 
to Captain and was transferred to the R oyal 
H am pshire Regim ent. H e served in N orth  Africa, 
Sicily, Italy, France and G erm any during the 
I 939- 45 w ar, and in K orea in 1953, when he was 
made a C B E . H e was C h ie f o f S taff at H ead­
quarters Eastern C om m and during 1959 and i960,

•  and at H eadquarters N orthern A rm y G roup  from 
i960 to 1963. From  1964 to 1971 he was Colonel 
o f  the R oyal H am pshi Regim ent. In 1967 he was 
appointed D epu ty  Lieutenant for H am pshire. 

C a r v e l l — O n  M a y  25, 1972, e x -R Q M S  W alter 
R obert C arvell, aged 85. H e was one o f four 
brothers w ho served in the Regim ent. H e served 
in the 2nd Battalion from  A pril 1903 until A ugust 
1912, when he was transferred to the newly 
form ed Signals Branch o f  the R oyal Engineers. 
H e was eventually transferred to the R oyal C orps 
o f  Signals and was discharged to pension on 
D ecem ber 6, 1925. A t  the time o f  his death he had 
been an In-Pensioner o f the R oyal H ospital, 
Chelsea, for som e years.

J a c o b — O n  M ay 17, 1972, M ajor M au rice A lexander 
Jacob, aged 68. H e was com m issioned into the 
Regim ent from  the R M C , Sandhurst, on A u gu st 
30, 1924, and was posted to the 2nd Battalion, 
then stationed at A hm ednager in India. H e 
served w ith  that Battalion until January 1938, 
when he was posted to the 1st Battalion in H ong 
K o n g. D u rin g  the 1939-45 w ar he was extra- 
regim entally em ployed and subsequently w ith 
C ivil Affairs in the British A rm y o f  the Rhine. 
H e retired on January 7, 1952.

M a i t l a n d — O n June 20, 1972, C ol. John K enneth 
M aitland, m b e , m c , t d , d l , j p , aged 79. H e was 
granted a T A  com m ission in the 7th  (T F )  B at­
talion on O ctob er 17, 1912, and, except for a 
short period during the 19 14 -18  w ar when he was 
a Com pany O fficer at the R M C , Sandhurst, he 
served with that Battalion until February 18, 1928, 
when he gave up com m and. H e always m aintained 
close contact w ith  his old Battalion and, from  1953 
to I 957 . he was its H onorary C olonel. H e was 
H igh Sh eriff o f  H ertfordshire in 1954 and was 
appointed a Deputy’ L ieutenant for H ertfordshire 
in 1963.

S T O P  P R E S S

A s w e go to  press news has been received that
M ajor W . C . N ew ton has died.

FOR TH CO M IN G EVEN TS

D ate  
Friday, O ctob er 6

day, O ctob er 8

F rid ay, O ctob er 13

Event
(1) 2/7th Battalion (1939-45) 

D in n er at V icto ry  E x- 
Service C lu b , Seym our 
Street, London, W .2.

(2) M idd lesex/P .L . K e n ­
sington R egim ental A s ­
sociation’s social evening 
at 190 H am m ersm ith 
Road, L ondon W .6.

A ttendance o f m em bers of 
the Regim ental A ssoci­
ation at C h u rch  Parade, 
R oyal H ospital, C helsea.

A utum n  G o lf  M eetin g  at 
N orth  H ants G o lf  C lu b , 
Fleet.

Saturday, N o vem b er 11 C erem ony at the F ield  of 
R em em brance, W e s t­
m inster A b b ey.

Sunday, N ovem ber 12 R em em brance D a y  Service 
at Inglis Barracks, M ill 
H ill, follow ed b y  a R e­
union at T & A V R  C entre, 
E dgw are.

Saturday, N o vem b er 24 V isit  o f delegation to 
and G on d eco u rt and L ille  for

Sunday, N o vem b er 25 the observance o f  29th
anniversary cerem onies 
organised by M ichael 
T roto bas S ociety.
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Secretary’s Notes
B e n e v o le n t  C a s e s

D u rin g  the q uarter ended June 30, 1972, the sum 
o f  £526 89 w as expended from  the C haritable Fund 
in m aking grants to 20 ex-m em bers o f the R egim ent, 
or their dependants.

D o n a tio n s — C h a r ita b le  F u n d
T h e  Secretary gratefu lly  acknowledges donations 

to the C haritable Fund from  M ajor G . A . H. Bower, 
M r. D . W . Butler, C apt. H . A . B. C laypole, M r. 
J. P. A . D ay, L t. R . T .  D outhet, M r. G . D . Em ery, 
M r. C . F. Farley, M rs. R . T .  Freezor, M r. C . H. 
G off, M r. R. G room b ridge, M rs. F . O. A . L a w ­
rence, C ol. L . G . Lohan, A irs. D . M . O  Connell, 
M r. R. H . Paw sey, C apt. J. R . C . R iseley, M ajor L . F. 
Shaw , L t. J. R . Spooner, and C apt. C . G . W ebber.

D ia r ie s
O w in g  to the rapid rise in the cost o f  production 

the A rm y Sports C entral Board have decided not to 
print any Service D iaries in future.

A lb u h e r a  D a y
Arrangem ents w ere again m ade this year for the 

annual Service o f R em em brance to be held in the 
Regim ental M em orial C hapel in St. P au l’ s C athedral. 
T h e  service took place on Saturday, M a y  13, and was 
v ery  w ell attended b y  approxim ately 350 O ld  C o m ­
rades, their relations and friends. T h e  serm on was 
preached b y  the R ev. P . L . Pearce G o u ld , o b e ,  m a .

A t 11 a.m . on A lb u h era D a y  itself a beautiful 
w reath in regim ental colours w as laid b y  C ol. F. 
W alden, w ho was deputising in the unavoidable 
absence o f the President, at the foot o f  the R egim ental 
W ar M em orial in Inglis Barracks.

A n n u a l R e u n io n
T h e  annual reunion w as again held this year at 

the Porchester H all, Q ueens w ay, on Saturday, M a y  
13. T h e  attendance was 355 w hich , in spite o f  the 
railw aym ens’ w ork-to-rule, w as a considerable 
increase on last year’ s attendance o f  290.

D e r b y  O u tin g
A  party o f  36 O ld  C om rades, their relations and 

friends w ent b y  coach to the D erb y on June 7. A ll 
had a m ost enjoyable day there and for som e it was 
a financially profitable one, too.

A  special w ord  o f  praise is again due to M r. 
Banks for provid ing such excellent picnic lunches, 
w hich  w ere m uch appreciated b y  every m em ber o f 
the party.

F o u n d e r ’ s  D a y , R o y a l  H o s p ita l,  C h e ls e a
T h e  Fou n d er’s D a y  C erem ony this year took 

place on T h u rsd a y , June 8, w hen H er R oyal H ighness 
T h e  Princess A n n e w as the R eview ing Officer.

In addition to ou r V ice-C h airm an  who, w ith his 
w ife, w ere invited as official guests, 24 Strollers 
tickets allocated to the R egim ental Association were 
used b y  m em bers.

B e lg ia n  O C A  in  G r e a t  B rita in
A  detachm ent o f  22 O ld  Com rades w ith  the R egi­

m ental Association Standard was provided for the 
A nnual Parade o f the Belgian O C A  in G reat Britain 
w hich was held on Sunday, July 16, on H orse 
G uards follow ed b y a w reath-laying cerem ony at 
the Cenotaph, where C ol. F. W alden laid a wreath 
on behalf o f  all D ie-H ards.

M ajor R. W . J. Sm ith was the D etachm ent 
C om m ander and M r. H. W . K en t the S tan d ^ jl 
Bearer.

► I

E A L IN G  B R A N C H

A t the m eeting held on T h ursday, June 8, 1972, 
only three m em bers, plus the secretary, w ere present, 
so w e w ere unable to hold an official m eeting owing 
to a lack o f a quorum . A ll the same we had a good 
“ natter”  and at 9 p .m ., after the toast o f  “ absent 
com rades” , w e had a short talk on local m atters and 
then decided to call it a day. A s the secretary it is 
very disheartening b ut I am proud that B ob by 
W illiam s (80), Ernie D u ffie ld  (81) and C harlie 
D ranch (79) travelled som e four m iles to be present.
Real D ie-H ards.

O ne o f  our regulars, Fred Beesley (2/ioth 19 14) 
has ju st had a spell in hospital with intestinal trouble 
b ut after a major operation at K in g  Edwards H os­
pital, Ealing, he is now  back hom e and hoping to 
have a short convalescence in Scotland. I am glad 
that he is better as he was a regular attender at most 
R egim ental functions.

M ajor G eorge Parr-H ead has ju st returned from  
a holiday at T eign m o uth , and tells m e that afttyj^. 
half an hour at his hotel, he discovered the lanc^ P ^  
lord was an ex -D ie-H a rd  o f i 939~45- G eorge 
has com e back in the pink, the food was good and 
the w hisky was better and he w ill be pleased to give 
the nam e and address o f the hotel to anyone inter­
ested.

B o b b y W illiam s is b etter after his holiday at 
Paignton and appreciates the assistance given him  
b y  the R egim ental Association.

I called in at the O ld  D rill H all the other evening 
and was v ery  interested in the activities o f  the 
Leeland Y o u th  C lu b , w ho now  use it.

A  very strenuous gam e o f “ quash”  was going on 
betw een you n g coloured and w hite boys and the

H O R N S E Y  A N D  E N F IE L D  B R A N C H

I regret om itting a contribution to the previous 
Newsletter but once again I was under the im pression 
that H arry Thornton, ou r branch secretary, had 
received the rem inder letter and was dealing w ith  it, 
and likewise he thought I had, etc.,— do excuse this 
lack o f liasion— only apologies! T h e  drop in atten­
dance o f m em bers during the last few  m onths at 
H ornsey has been dreadful and whilst I appreciate it 
m ay be early holidays and/or business com m itm ents 
playing a b ig  part in this, I m ust say I feel a lot o f you

f id call in at least once a m onth, and give us the 
isure o f you r com pany and news. L t.-C o l. 
Sim pson manages to com e regularly from  Beacons- 

field in spite o f his m any com m itm ents, I come from 
H arrow and Stan H urlock, D ick  Stokes and Jack 
M ilroy from Enfield on m any occasions and ladies, 
too, so I ’m sure it can be done and I ’m equally sure 
it is a great pleasure. W e are looking forward to M rs. 
Sim pson being w ell enough to resume her visits soon 
ilso.

Joan and Bert M ellor, o f course, are always on the 
spot, gaily attending to our “ liqu id”  refreshm ents.

So— where are you  all? I refuse to believe any 
D ie-H ards are shy! T h ere  are so m any pleasurable 
occasions to be had if  only you w ill com e along. W h y 
not give a try  or at least drop us a line and tell us 
what nights you  think you  could come or your reasons 
for not com ing. Perhaps we can get our teeth into the 
latter and sort som ething out! T h ose m entioned 
above are very fond o f each other’s com pany, but it 
would be great to add to this. Bring your wives in for 
a drink and a “ natter” , also your friends. H elp m e out 
at least by g iving me more names and jo lly  times to 
write about, also you r com m ittee m ore opportunity 
to show you w hat they can do and the functions they 
can organise. Believe me, they are very capable and 
only too w illing when they have the m em bers to cater 
for. Sorry I appear to be m oaning, b ut m em bers o f 
this branch m ust pull their fingers out and show an 
interest— even show us you can do better than us!

I ’ve exceeded m y quota o f  words, but I ’m sure the 
Editor w ill give this plea the extra space. Please let’s 
hear from you! Sincere wishes to you all.

L e s  H o s s l e n

girls were dispensing soft drinks when not liste jtffe  
to the juke box. L e t ’s hope ou r old hom e ~ d  
present m eeting place) w ill carry on the good w ork 
for m any years yet.

T o  all D ie-H ards, old and young, w e send our 
good wishes.

A l b e r t  W h i t e
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M I L L  H IL L  B R A N C H

T h e  last tim e M ill H ill Branch subm itted notes for 
the Regim ental N ew sletter was for the publication of 
A ugust 1971. N o doubt readers w ill be under the im ­
pression that w e only m ake an annual contribution, 
but this is not so; it was sim ply a matter o f  pro­
crastination.

O n the last S aturday in June the Branch held a 
social evening w ith  a sm all dance band in attendance 
and refreshm ents both solid and liquid to rejuvenate 
body and soul o f  the exponents o f mental and p h y­
sical espieglerie. Capt. “ Battler”  C raydon, in full 
highland garb, was a good leader on the floor, having 

his pipe band during the afternoon. H e was also a 
fJer at the m assed pipebands at the evening per- 

orm ance at the T o w e r o f London, on W ednesday 
evening, July 19, during the Festival o f London 
celebrations.

M on th ly  m eetings held at Edgw are on the last 
Saturday o f the m onth are well attended b y  “ D ie- 
H ards”  o f all generations. A  num ber w ho find 
distance or age prevents them  from attending write

#rorr

to enquire about old com rades w ho shared rations 
w ith  them  in the same barrack room. O ne chap out 
o f  the b lue is A rth u r C haw kley (L/15572), w ho was 
enquiring about the Painter brothers, especially 
C harlie Painter, w ith  w hom  he served in the 3rd 
Battalion band. T h e y  w ere close friends both before 
C harlie went to Russia and on his return.

A  “ D ie-H ard ”  w ho served in K orea w ith  the 
R egim ent is a recently enrolled m em ber o f the 
Branch. H e is A lan M oody, w ho is very keen to 
contact his com rade, B ill Sm allm an, w hom  he has 
not heard o f  since his discharge. M aybe som e o f  our 
K orea veterans can help. Chaps I call to m ind who 
w ere in K orea and w ho m ay be reading this are Bob 
A m bler, John Ellis, D . Frances, Brian Jelly, T e d  
M oss, Ron Pile, F . Salt, R a y  Sharp, A . (T u g) 
W’ ilson and Bob Y erb y. T h ere  are also quite a num ­
ber o f officers, including the then Com m anding 
Officer, Col. A . M . M an, D S O , O B E , now  living in 
Pembrokeshire. C an  any o f you soldiers help w ith  this 
query ?

A  Territorial soldier w ho com m enced his service in 
A p ril 1915 has also joined our band o f happy pilgrim s. 
H e is ex-D m m r. C . J. Bestonso, whose elder brother 
John was killed in action at G aza in A pril 1917 whilst 
serving w ith  ou r 2/ioth Battalion. O u r old soldier 
served w ith  both second and third line battalions o f 
our 9th (T F )  as w ell as w ith i/8th and 21st (Islin g­
ton) Battalions. A nother Territorial o f  the old brigade 
is W illiam  C ox, w ho joined the 9th Battalion as long 
ago as 19 11, also as a drum m er. H e later re-engaged 
in the band o f  the 7th Battalion when that band was 
reform ed in 1932 under Bandm aster Sam m y Lang.

O f  m ore recent vintage is ex-Sgt. W illiam  Price, 
w ho after serving w ith the 2nd Battalion from  1929 to 
1937 was recalled in 1939 and found him self serving 
w ith  the 4th Battalion T h e  G o ld  C oast Regim ent in 
G am bia, British W est Africa. H e was eventually dis­
charged m edically unfit due to gunfire exposure. 
Another new m em ber who was discharged as m edic­
ally unfit after lengthy service is G eorge Fulton, now 
an In-Pensioner in the Royal H ospital, C helsea. 
G eorge enlisted for the first engagem ent in 1921, 
w hen he served w ith the Royal Inniskilling Fusiliers. 
In 1937 he becam e a “ D ie-H ard ”  and served w ith  us 
until his discharge in 1947. W e now have nine old 
soldiers who served in our ranks w ho are In -P en ­
sioners in the Royal Hospital.

R ichard Irving, w ho occasionally trots over from  
the Star and G arter H om e at Richm ond-upon- 
T ham es, joined us at ou r June gathering, bringing 
salutations from all patients there and a request that I 
w ould pass their greetings to all ou r m em bers. T h is  I 
do w ith  pleasure. O u r inmates at the Star and 
G arter are G eorge O akley, 20 (Shoreditch) Batta­
lion; D ick  Irving, 2nd Battalion; F. C h ild , F. W ay, 
19th London, 1st and 2nd M id d lesex; H . D orm ey, 
W alter Clarke, 4th and 1st Battalions; and A rth u r 
Sm ithers, 3rd Battalion.

I f  I do not stop w riting the E dito r w ill say “ for 
goodness’ sake do not w rite for another 12 m onths; 
you  are taking up valuable space” . I end w ith the 
words o f the Salvation A rm y song and call: “ C om e 
and join  us, com e and join  us” . W e w elcom e you all 
on the last Saturd ay o f  each m onth.

M a j o r  D i c k  S m i t h
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P O R T S M O U T H  A N D  G O S P O R T  B R A N C H

S in ce m y last notes m eetings have been sparsely 
attended— at tim e ju st enough to have a talk over a 
few  drinks.

A ll m em bers enjoyed their trip  to the Annual 
R eunion, renew ing their acquaintance w ith  all their 
old pals. In  this respect we w ould like to see a few 
m ore o f  ou r E xe’s rally round, attend our m eetings, 
and so sw ell ou r num bers on these trips— one 
night a m onth in w hich  to m eet you r old pals and 
for us to have a strong healthy branch.

O u r July  m eeting w as a little brighter w ith  the 
aid o f  back-room  boy, L es  H oneybun. A lthough 
the response to his appeal was disappointing, it 
was not entirely in vain  as w e w ere able to welcom e 
new  faces, nam ely, M ajor Pow ell, M r. and M rs. 
C h illery  and ou r old friend Pat O ’Connor.

M ajor and A irs. H oneybun together w ith  their 
son also attended this m eeting, together w ith  our 
old Brigade, nam ely, P eggy O ’ N eill, B ert H astie, 
L o fty  L o w e and m yself, and not forgetting the 
ladies: M esdam es M cN e ill, B uckle and Deans. 
T h is  m ade a pleasant and enjoyable evening.

W e  are sorry to  hear that Jack D eans is still far 
from  w ell, b ut hope that he w ill soon show  some 
im provem ent and be w ith  us once again.

A ll the best to ou r D ie-H ard  friends.

9T H  B A T T A L I O N  B R A N C H

A s w e predicted in  the last issue o f  this N ew s­
letter, ou r A n n ual D in n er at the V icto ry  C lu b  on 
A p ril 22 was a success and the diners w ere over 80 
in num ber. T h is  is a v ery  good omen. T h e  com ­
m ittee w ish to thank all those w ho helped to m ake this 
dinner a fruitful event. T h e  spirit o f  the 9th is still 
strong, as show n b y  the fact that w e have received 
nearly a hundred contributions this year from 
m em bers.

Correspondence has been received from  m em bers 
w ho have not been in contact w ith  us for years. For 
instance, ex-S gt. R . W h y  (6196402) m et e x -C .S .M . 
W . F itzgerald, colloquially know n as “ F itz” , at 
W orth in g recently, and that involved a narative o f  the 
past and present events, hence a letter from  the ex­
sergeant enrolling again in our ranks.

Again w e had a letter from  M r. Frank W oods, late 
o f D  troop 42 9/126L A A  R egim ent, w hich was 
form erly the 9th. H e lives at 10 E dw ard Street, 
W alton-le-D ale, Preston PR 5 4 A Q , Lancs, and in­
form ed us that he is a house-bound invalid, w hich  we 
are very sorry to hear.

Frank asked for the address o f som e o f his old pals. 
W e  w ere able to supply a few. W e are sure that those 
o f  you  w ho knew  him  w ill get in touch w ith him. H e 
states that this is good mental therapy, w ith w hich  we 
concur.

A  few  o f the old 9th again m otored dow n to W im - 
borne in M ay, to be entertained to lunch b y  M ajor H. 
Sherw ood and his w ife at a lovely old  inn. T h is  we 
did enjoy and afterw ards view ed som e o f the lovely 
country around W im borne.

W e took with us a replica o f  a M idd lesex R egim ent 
drum  in the form  o f  an ice-box as a presentation to 
the M ajor and his w ife for the m any years w hich he 
has supported the Branch. A s you  have already been 
inform ed in previous N ew sletters, the M ajor cannot 
m ake the jou rn ey to L ondon now, but he did so 
every year until recently. M a y  his shadow never grow

less. R .T .M .

W O s A N D  S E R G E A N T S  B R A N C H
T h e  hopes I expressed in the last issue o f The 

Newsletter for a more successful year, seem  not to 
have been in vain. F or not only have w e welcom ed 
in six new m em bers since then b ut also the attend­
ance at our m onthly m eetings has im proved. A t  the 
m eeting in June, 36 m em bers and guests turned up, 
whilst at our July m eeting, despite the absence of 
a num ber o f  regular attenders, w e had 25 present. 
T h is  support is m ost encouraging to the chairman, 
m yself and our two com m ittee m em bers, w hich is 
reflected in the eagerness o f  the latter to get cracki^ k 
and “ doing their b it”  at the m onthly m eetings.

T h e  m onthly raffles seem  to be as popular as 
ever b y the support given to  them , and, thanks to 
lady m em bers w ho so generously give prizes, we 
are able to credit ou r Entertainm ent A ccou n t with 
a pound or so in addition to b u yin g a couple of 
prizes and putting on a cheese buffet at each meeting.

A m ong the guests at our June m eeting were 
Brig, and M rs. Rackham . A lthough they b o t h -  
attended our Christm as Party m eeting last yearjB  
this was their first v isit to an ordinary monthly 
m eeting, and they appeared to have enjoyed it. 
T h e y  visited each o f the tables and had a chat with 
those seated there and before leaving th ey expressed 
their delight at m eeting old friends, o f the enjoy­
m ent they had, and rem arked on the num ber present 
and the fam ily party spirit. W e all look forward to 
seeing them  again in the very near future.

W e w ould also like to receive visits from  other 
officers o f  the Regim ental Association, especially 
those w ho serve on the E xecutive Com m ittee. I 
know I have the backing o f our chairm an when I 
say, pay us a visit and see how  his branch, like other 
branches, do not intend to let the name o f  the D ie- 
H ards be forgotten until there are none left. Should 
you  be one o f the above reading these notes, an 
open invitation is extended to you  from  the chairr 
man and m em bers to v isit us on any o f our “ get 
togethers”  w hich are held on the second Saturday 
each m onth in the W .O .’s and Sgts. M ess, D eans- 
brook D rill H all, from  7.30 p.m . onwards. T h is  
invitation is also extended to any ex -W .O . or Sgt. 
o f the D ie-H ards. O h ! and don ’t forget this in­
vitation is extended to your ladies; they too can see 
that our lady m em bers show  the same D ie-H arc®  
spirit as we do.

I am pleased to say that Jim D avis, despite another 
m inor operation to rem ove a grow th from  his w'rist, 
is gradually im proving. W e w ere able to supply 
private transport to enable him  to attend our June 
m eeting, and although he was unable to m ove around 
and chat to those present, they cam e across to where 
he was seated and had a little natter, w hich  made 
an enjoyable evening for him . B eing m ore or less 
confined to his hom e and dependent on private 
transport can be pretty depressing, b ut like a true 
D ie-H ard  Jim takes it in his stride w ith  the same 
old cheery smile.

O u r Christm as draw got o ff to a very good start 
at the July m eeting and looks like beating last yeajA* 
A s in the past the draw w ill take place at ou r W F  
cem ber m eeting when w e hold a Christm as party. 
L a st year’s was very successful and I am hoping to 
make this year’ s w ill be m ore so.

M an y  readers no dou bt w ill either be on or going 
on their holiday about this time. M a y  I on behalf 
o f all ou r m em bers wish you good w eather and a 
happy and enjoyable tim e. L e n  J o h n s o n
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