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Editor: C o l .  F .  W A L D E N , D .L . ,  T .  6-A .V .R .  C e n tr e ,

D e a n s b ro o k  R o a d , E d g w a r e , M id d le s e x .

ALBUHERA DAY
T h is  year arrangem ents w ere m ade to hold the 

annual Service o f Rem em brance in the Regim ental 
M em orial C hapel in St. P au l’s Cathedral on S atu r­
day, M a y  15.

T h e  service was very w ell attended indeed b y 
approxim ately 350 O ld  C om rades, their relations and 
friends, and, by special perm ission o f the D ean and 
C hapter, the sermon was preached by the R ev. P . L . 
Pearce G ou ld , OBE, m a , who gave us an excellent 
address.

Am ongst the large congregation w e w ere particu­
larly glad to welcom e three o f  our In Pensioners from 
the Royal H ospital, Chelsea, nam ely C /Sgt. C . K in g, 
and In-Pensioners J. G reen  and F . W . W orton.

A t 11 a.m. on A lb uh era D a y itself a beautifu l 
w reath in regim ental colours was laid b y  ou r A ssoci­
ation President, C ol. A . S . J. de S . C layton, at the 
foot o f  the M em orial in Inglis Barracks. Afterw ards, 
up to about 50 O ld  Com rades and their relations 
assem bled quite unofficially at the D rill H all at 

.‘^ fc id g w a r e  to celebrate the great day.

Notes on visit to Hong Kong
T h e  follow ing notes m ade by C o l. A . S . J. de S. 

C layton  on his v isit to H ong K o n g  as representative 
o f the Q ueen ’s R egim ent at the presentation o f  a 
G u id o n  to the R oyal H ong K o n g  Regim ent (T h e  
Volunteers) w ill be o f  considerable interest to m any 
o f  our readers.

L e ft Brize N orton by V C  10 at 10.00 hrs. on M a y  4. 
D elayed at Singapore 24 hrs. on M a y  6 due to 
hydraulic troubles. A rrived  H ong K o n g  18.30 (local 
time). M et b y H onorary C olonel (C ol. H . A . de 
Barros Botelho, OBE, e d ) and m y “ A D C ”  (C apt. 
S . M . C hurn, e d ) .  T h e  C .O . (L t.-C o l. A . T .  P. 
M illen) w ould have m et me if  I had arrived on M ay 
5 b ut was holding a parade rehearsal on M a y  6.

O n  M a y  7, I m et the C O  and we had a lengthy d is­
cussion on m atters o f m utual interest. I lunched in 
the V olunteer Officers M ess afterw ards and was 
delighted to see m any fam iliar sm iling faces. In the 
evening I attended the dress rehearsal o f  the G u id o n  
Parade and was am azed at the am bitious parade that 
was planned— in fact, it w ent o ff well.

O n M a y  8 a H ong K o n g  Royal A uxiliary  A ir  
F orce helicopter was placed at m y com plete disposal 
and I m ade a m ost interesting and detailed tour for 
over i£  hours. T h e  pilot k indly m ade tw o chukkas 
round (over forbidden territory) the M idd lesex 
Regim ental badge on the side o f the hill overlooking 
San W ai C am p. I had a photographer on board and 
he took two photographs— if  they are failures, as they 
m ay be, due to an overcast sky, I have been assured 
o f another sortie. T h e  badge is kept up by the Royal 
H ong K o n g  Regim ent but unfortunately the annual 
wash and brush up is not scheduled for a few  more 
w eeks and therefore it w as not as clear-cut as I 
w ould have liked for photographic purposes. 
{Editor's note.— U nfortunately the photographs w ere 
not clear enough for reproduction.)

M y  N o. 3 uniform , tailored by R oyal H on g K o n g  
Regim ent, was delivered som e hours before the 
parade and, to m y am azem ent, fitted extrem ely well. 
I was also loaned a sword.

T h e  Regim ent was form ed up in line— N os. 1

F O R T H C O M IN G  E V E N T S

Date 
Friday, O ctob er 1

Friday, O ctober 8

»^aturday, N ovem - 
'b e r  13

Sunday, N ovem ber
14

Event
z/yth  Battalion (1939-45) D in ­
ner at V icto ry  (Services) C lub , 
S eym our Street, L ondon W 2. 
A utum n G o lf  M eetin g at 
N orth  H ants G o lf  C lu b , Fleet. 
C erem ony at the F ield  of 
Rem em brance, W estm inster 
A b b ey.
R em em brance D a y S ervice at 
Inglis Barracks, M ill H ill, 
follow ed b y  a Reunion at 
T  & A V R  C entre, Edgw are.
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and 4 G uards on foot w ith  N os. 2 and 3 dism ounted 
in  front o f  their Ferrets and Lan d -R o vers— in the 
G overnm ent S tadium  under floodlights. T h e  O ld  
C olo urs w ere m arched o ff in slow  tim e w ith  the flood­
lights dim m ing until eventually they disappeared 
into inky blackness to A u ld  L a n g  Syne— most 
im pressive. T h e  G u id o n  was consecrated b y the 
R .C . Bishop in the presence o f the A nglican  Bishop 
and som e five other clerics including the Buddhist 
potentate in his saffron robes. It was then trooped 
and took up its position in front o f  a Ferret and two 
Lan d -R o vers in the centre o f  the parade. T h e  
parade then m arched past in colum n w ith the G uidon 
p arty and N os. 2 and 3 G uards in vehicles. T h e  
tim ing was perfect and perform ance excellent. T h e  
parade then m arched past in line— an extraordina­
rily difficult m anoeuvre w ith  m en on foot and 
vehicles interm ingled— yet it was a brilliant success. 
H aving form ed up again in line the w hole parade 
advanced In R eview  O rder— m en on foot and vehicles 
together— and I do not understand how  they all 
halted com pletely together w hich they did. T h e  next 
attem pt to dice w ith  fate was a “ Feu d ejo ie ’ in w hich 
N os. 2 and 3 G uards, still m ounted in vehicles, 
took part— again the tim ing was incredible. It was 
an extrem ely am bitious parade w hich w ent o ff 
perfectly and, in the words o f C om m ander British 
Forces later, “ T h e  C O  o f  any R egular Regim ent 
w ould have been overjoyed if  his Regim ent 
had achieved a sim ilar precision” . T h ere  
w ere som e 5,000 spectators and I sat between M rs. 
D erek H orsford, w ife o f  the C om m ander Land 
Forces, and L a d y L in dsay Ride, w ife o f the form er 
C om m andant o f  the R oyal H on g K o n g  D efence 
Force and ex-V ice-C h an cello i o f  the H on g K o n g 
U niversity w hom  I already knew.

T h e  parade was follow ed b y  a reception for some 
500 at the H ong K o n g  C lu b  where I m et H E  T h e  
G overnor, C om m ander British Forces, and L ady 
W ard and v ery  m any other lesser potentates. E very­
one w as clearly thrilled w ith  the parade and most 
im pressed— so w'as I, as, being a cautious type, this 
sort o f  parade w ould never have entered m y head 
even in a nightm are. It w as also clear that the 
alliance m eans a great deal to the Regim ent in particu­
lar and the C olo n y in  general. T h e  G overn or ex­
pressed his great pleasure at the presence o f m yself as 
representative o f  the C olonel o f  the Regim ent and of 
the Q u een ’s R egim ent as a whole. T h e  reception 
was such a success that the G overn or overstayed by 
som e 40 m inutes and w ould have liked to have stayed 
on to the b itter end. I was able to leave fo r m y 
dow ny couch around 02-30 hrs. b ut I gather m any 
w ent happily on until 04-30 hrs.

O n M ay 9 I visited several old friends and spent 
the day recovering from  the excesses o f  the previous 
evening.

O n  M a y  10, I, w ith  Botelho and A n th on y M illen 
and his w ife, lunched w ith  the G overn or— a very 
pleasant inform al luncheon party o f  six— the sixth 
being H E ’s A D C , C apt. Peter H arvey, Scots G uards, 
w hom  I already knew  and w ho organised the 
“ p riority”  for m y return to U K .

O n M a y  11 I was the guest for luncheon o f some 
40 past and serving officers, all o f w hom  I knew 
when I w as C O  at the V olunteer Officers M ess. 
T rem en d ous fun, and I was delighted to hear that 
three o f  the past officers had been gathered back into

the fold as a result o f this luncheon. T h a t evening I 
attended an excellent C how  w ith Botelho, who 
incidentally had put me up in his flat for m y stay. 
A n th on y M illen m et his successor in the evening at 
K a i T ak .

O n M ay 12 I had another session at R H Q  H appy 
V alley w ith  Anthony M illen and I was very pleased to 
meet his successor, John Chapm an. I realised that 
M illen  was extrem ely pushed, particularly since 
Chapm an had just arrived, and I persuaded him  that 
there was no need for him  to feel that he should see 
me off from K ai T a k  that afternoon. T h erefore I 
escorted to K a i T a k  b y “ Bots”  Botelho and C h a i^ ^ fe  
C hurn  and seen safely into the V C 10 . T h e  plane 
took o ff at 18 00 hrs., M a y  12 (local tim e) and 
touched dow n at Brize N orton at 09-27 hrs., M ay 13 
(B S T ) w ith stops at G an and C yprus. A t  the form er 
I was pleased to discover that scotch was only 4^p 
per tot and this enabled m e to get som e hrs. 
s leep !

Sum m ing up, I feel that the visit was very worth 
w hile, that our alliance is as strong as ever, that 
R oyal H ong K o n g  R egim ent w ill always look a f t e ^ ^  
and fete any Queensm an w ho may arrive in H o n ^ ^  
K ong, and that Royal H ong K o n g  Regim ent are 
anxious to do all they can to foster this alliance. In 
return, I feel we should do our utm ost to entertain 
m em bers o f Royal H ong K o n g  R egim ent when they 
are in U K  and, w henever possible, arrange short 
attachm ents to one o f ou r Battalions. W ith  this aim in 
view, I have invited A nthony M illen  and his Regt. 
Second-in-Com m and, M ajor G ordon H am pton, as 
guests to the next M iddlesex O fficers’ C lu b  D inner 
on July 16, 1971. M illen  leaves for U K  by ship on 
M a y  13 and is due towards the end o f June. In 
Septem ber he is to take up his next appointm ent as 
G S O  1 (O ps and Plans) H Q  N . Ireland.

T H E  M IC H A E L  T R O T O B A S  S O C IE T Y
Inform ation has been received that the 26th anni­

versary o f the death o f  M ichael T roto bas, w ho w ent to 
France w ith the 2nd Battalion in 1939, and later 
the war becam e one o f the finest leaders in the F r e n c ll^ P  
resistance m ovem ent, w ill be observed during the 
weekend o f N ovem ber 20 and 21 next, and an official 
invitation is expected shortly from  the M ay or o f 
G oudecourt, where the 2nd Battalion was billeted 
during the early stages o f the last w ar, inviting 
M ich ael’s friends over for that week-end.

N o  firm details are yet known, but the President o f 
the Society is hoping that up to 40 w ill be able to be 
present. A nyone who intends to do so is asked to get 
in touch w ith the Secretary o f  the R egim ental 
Association, who w ill be m aking arrangem ents for 
the outward and return journeys.

It is understood that week-end accom m odation 
all male m em bers o f  the M idd lesex party w ill 
provided free under arrangem ents to be m ade by the 
French police, b ut this cannot be extended to the 
ladies for whom  other arrangem ents w ill be made.

Further details w ill be notified as soon as they are 
available.
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R E G IM E N T A L  D E R B Y  S W E E P S T A K E , 1971
T h e  D e rb y  sweepstake organised b y  the R egi­

mental Association in aid o f the Charitable Fund was 
again w ell supported this year.

T h e  receipts from the sale o f tickets and the dis­
tribution o f prize m oney w ere as follows:

R e c e i p t s  a n d  E x p e n d i t u r e

R eceived from sale o f tickets and 
donations 

Less
rinting and stationery 
ostage 

Registration fee

£
2 I5 O

2 5 I
1-25

A vailable for distribution

D i s t r i b u t i o n

Association Charitable Fund (50% 
o f net proceeds) 

mPrize money :
1 st Prize (20%  o f  net proceeds). . 
2nd Prize (1 5 %  „  ,, ,, ) . .
3rd Prize (10 %  ,, ,, ,, ) . .
O ther horses drawn (5 %  o f  net 

proceeds— 19 at 3 4 P  and 2 at 
33P)‘ .............................................

T otal

£

167-54

25-26

£142-28

£

71-14

28-45
21-34
14 2 3

£ 14 2 2 8

T h e  follow ing w ere the winners o f the ist, 2nd and 
3rd prizes:
is t— M iss L . T ay lo r, L loyd s Bank L td ., 127 T h e  

Broadway, M ill H ill, N W 7.
2nd— M ill H ill Branch, D ie-H ards C lub .
3rd— M r. C . J. C ox, 8 South Hill Road, Hem el 

H em pstead, Herts.

W e w ere also very pleased indeed to welcom e 
L t.-C o l. John Bell, 13/ 18th Hussars, a form er 
C om m anding O fficer o f the R oyal H ong K o n g  
R egim ent (T h e  Volunteers), who was invited as a 
regim ental guest.

T h e  detailed results o f  the various com petitions, 
each decided over 18 holes, were:

S in g le s  M e d a l  C o m p .— S c r a tc h  a n d  H a n d ic a p

M r. C . D . M atthew s (winner, 
scratch and Transvaal C up)

Gross

83

H ’cap

10

N et

73
M r. R. H . K . H ardcastle (runner 

up, scratch) 90 12 78
M r. A . G . T o rr ie  (winner, handi­

cap and D arjeeling cup) 
L t.-C o l. J. W . A . Stephenson

92 14 78
92 12 80

M r. M . R. T .  W alden 93 12 81
M ajo r A . R. Bisset 93 II 82
L t.-C o l. J. R. B. W orton 95 16 79
M r. H . J. C hillery 96 17 79
L t.-C o l. T .  W . C h a ttey 96 14 82
L t.-C o l. C . N . C layd en 97 18 79
M r. H . A . O xlev 98 14 84
L t.-C o l. J. W . Bell

(runner-up handicap) IOI 23 78
M rs. H . K . H ardcastle IOI 15 86
Capt. R. J. T arran t 104 24 80
M ajor W . G . A . C rum ley 109 24 85
M aster H ow ard C layden 115 36 79
C ol. I. R. Burrows 117 24 93
M ajo r P. D . H . M arshall (D ivot) 130 24 106
M r. T .  F . Jones N R IO N R

S ta b le fo r d  F o u r s o m e s
Points

T H E  M ID D L E S E X  R E G IM E N T  G O L F IN G  
S O C IE T Y  

T h e  S p r in g  M e e t i n g  1971

A  very successful m eeting was held on the links 
o f  the N orth H ants G o lf  C lu b , Fleet, on Friday, 
M a y  7, when a total o f 20 took part.

W e were particu larly pleased to w elcom e four new 
players— M essrs. C . D . M atthew s and T .  F . Jones 
w ho w ere taken prisoner after the fall o f H ong 
¿.ong in 1941 when serving w ith  the 1st Battalion;
Ir. H . A . O xley, a First W o rld  W ar veteran who 

had served w ith the 23rd (Footballers) Battalion; 
and H ow ard C layden, the nine-year-old son o f L t.-  
C o l. N orm an C layden, w ho is b y  far the youngest 
com petitor to take part in any o f  our M eetings and 
show s m uch prom ise as a golfer.

C ap t. R. J. T arran t and M r. R. H . K . Hardcastle 
(winners, C oo per C u p)

M ajor A . R. B isset and M r. C . D . M atthew s 
(runners-up)

L t. C ol. J /W . A . Stephenson and C ap t. R. D . Latham
L t.-C o l. T .  W . C hattey and M r. H . A . O xle y
L t.-C o l. C . N . C layd en  and M aster H ow ard C layden
M r. H . J. C h illery  and M r. A . G . T orrie
M ajo r W . G . A . C ru m ley and M r. M . R. T .  W ald en
M rs. H . K . H ardcastle and L t.-C o l. J. W . Bell
M r. J. F. Jones and L t.-C o l. J. R . B. W orton
C ol. I. R. Burrow s and M ajor P. D . H . M arshall . .

H id d e n  H o le s  C o m p e titio n

M r. R. H . K . H ardcastle and M r. M . R. T .  W alden 
(winners tied)

M r. C . D . M atthew s 
M r. H . A . O xley
L t.-C o l. J. W . B e l l ...............................
L t.-C o l. J. W . A . Stephenson 
L t.-C o l. J. R. B. W orton 
M ajo r A . R. Bisset 
L t.-C o l, T .  W . C hattey 
L t.-C o l. C . N . C layden 
M r. A . G . T o rr ie
M r. H . J. C h i l l e r y ...............................
M ajor W . G . A . C rum ley 
M rs. H . K . H ardcastle 
Capt. R. J. T arran t 
M ajor P. D . H . M arshall 
M aster H ow ard C layd en  
C ol. I. R . B urrow s

A t the conclusion o f the m eeting M rs. 
W orton  very kin dly presented the prizes.

28
26
26
26
26

N e t
Score

34
35 
35
37
38

‘T o s s ie ”

F r e e  ‘N e w s le t t e r s ’
T h e  Editor wishes to thank M r. R. E. Booker, 

C apt. B. A . C arlston, M ajor C . F. C arvell, M r. R . J. 
C u b itt, M r. F . J. W . K ed ge, b e m , M r. R. M . 
L aw ford, M iss D orothy Lo n ge, C ol. J. R. M aitland, 
m b e , m c , t d , d l , j p , C /Sgt. J. M eacock and M r. A. 
N icholson for their generosity in paying extra su b ­
scriptions so that free copies o f  The Die-H ards News­
letter can be sent to deserving old com rades.
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RETURN TO HONG KONG
Earlier this year M r. W . H. Franklin, one o f our 

pre-w ar is t  Battalion veterans taken prisoner when 
H ong K o n g  fell on C hristm as D a y 1941, revisited the 
C olo n y and, on his return wrote som e interesting 
notes on his v isit w hich w e have m uch pleasure in 
reprod ucing below  since we are sure that they will 
be read w ith  considerable interest by all our readers 
w ho have been stationed in H ong K o n g, and 
especially those w ho w ere serving w ith the is t  B at­
talion in Sham shuipo Cam p, K ow loon, up to the 
tim e o f  the Japanese invasion in D ecem ber 1941.

O n  A p ril 6, 19 71, after a lapse o f  nearly 30 years, 
I returned to H ong K o n g. W e landed at about 3.30 
p .m . and w ere m et b y  a friend o f pre-w ar days who 
m ade the v isit possible.

A fter Easter, m y w ife and I contacted M ajor W ebb 
o f  the Royal H ong K o n g  Regim ent, who very kindly 
provided a L a n d -R o ver and driver to take me around 
the island. I visited the tw o W ar G raves cem eteries 
and, w hilst m aking these visits, I saw  som e o f our 
old pill boxes. I noticed that those w hich were still 
intact are apparently being used b y the H ong K o n g 
G overnm ent for the storage o f  road-m ending m ater­
ial!

N ext day I decided that I w ould like to go over to 
see ou r old cam ps at L o  W u  and San W ai. I decided 
to  go to San W ai first but could not find it so I asked a 
G u rkh a soldier and was directed to G allipoli Cam p. 
A fter talking to one o f  the British officers I w as told 
that I was, in fact, standing on the site o f ou r old 
cam p. O n  the hill beyond it is still possible to see 
ou r old cap badge, w hich is shortly due for a clean 
up by the Volunteers. A fter being taken on a tour 
o f  the cam p, it becam e so hot that we were forced to 
leave to have a show er and change o f  clothing. U n ­
fortunately, we never did return to find L o  W u.

O n  our return to K ow loon we visited our old 
barracks at Sham shuipo. T h ere  also w ere m any 
changes. O ne can now  drive straight through the 
barracks to L a i-C h i-K o k . T h e  old pier has gone and 
a slip-w ay has been built, up w hich are floated 1 m d- 
in g  craft. Part o f  the cam p is now  a R E M E  workshop 
and there are other sm all units. Jubilee Buildings are 
still there and are in use as m arried quarters for one 
o f  the Indian units. W e w ere offered the pleasure of 
a trip to S tonecutters Island but after learning o f  the 
snakes left on the island b y  the Japanese we politely 
declined.

N athan Road has now  been m ade into a dual 
carriageway.

W h itfield  Barracks is only h alf its form er size, the 
rem ainder b eing now  know n as W h itfield  Park. For 
those, like m yself, still interested, the old Nathan 
H otel still stands although m uch grander looking. 
T h e  cinem a a few  doors aw ay remains unaltered.

Further dow n N athan Road near the Star F erry a 
new hotel called the H on g K o n g  H otel has been 
built and adjoining it is O cean T erm in al, a vast 
b uild in g containing shops, car parks, restaurants, 
etc. T h e  Peninsular H otel, w ith  a face-lift, still 
stands. K o w lo on  Bay is no m ore; it has been re­
claim ed and is now  a huge industrial area.

W e crossed over to the island again to v isit the 
C hina F leet C lu b  for lunch. N earby, a H eliport is 
being set up and at present there are two helicopters 
in use. Further along, w ork has begun on the b u ild ­
ing o f a tunnel under the harbour.

O ne day we decided to go up on the Peak tram  to 
the top. Such is the change in the roads there th a ^ ^  
could not find it. T h is  was not the first of 
problem s so I bought m yself a street guide. A t the 
top there was no great change o f note except that 
m ore and more buildings w ere going up everyw here, 
so after a stroll around we returned to sea-level.

O n another day w e had thought that a day at R e­
pulse Bay w ould be nice. W hat a surprise! T h a t 
lovely bay was sim ply littered, ju st like Southend.
T h e  num ber o f  buildings has to be seen tD be 
believed. T h e  original hotel is still there although 
there are plans for rebuilding it. A nother place w e ^ ^  
visited— a m ust— was A berdeen. W e w ent a b o a r d ^ ^  
the T a i Pak, the floating restaurant, for a very en­
joyab le fish meal. Aberdeen is now a very large town 
w ith no less than five floating restaurants moored 
there.

On the occasion that we w ent to Beaconsfield 
H ouse, the hom e o f the V olunteers, w e had hoped 
to m eet m any other ex-M id d ys w ho w ere living in 
H ong K o n g but, unfortunately, only two w ere able 
to be present, Derek C row ther and Joe Lapsky. Both 
say that they are returning to England this year so 
we can look forward to seeing them  soon.

T h e  last day o f any note was when we attended the 
Q ueen ’s Birthday Parade w hich was celebrated on 
A pril 21, 1971, at Victoria Park. T h is  ended w ith  a 
pleasant invitation to the Officers M ess where we 
w ere given cham pagne in w hich to drink the Q u een ’s 
health and anything else w e wanted for as long as we 
cared to stay. W hat a day! I had never experienced 
one like it before and I do not suppose that I w ill get 
the chance again.

A ll in all, it was a really w onderful holiday m ade 
possible for m y w ife and m yself b y  a very good 
friend. I am sure that m any o f the pre-w ar m em bers 
o f the is t  Battalion w ill be able to follow  m y r o u te ^ ^  
and recognise m any o f the names and places that 
revisited and that m any w ould ju m p  at the chance to 
go back for a short while.

It has been reported in the national press that two 
O xford scientists had discovered that 94 coin­
makers, accused by K in g  H enry I in 1124 o f  usii^ l 
tin to debase silver coins, w ere alm ost c e r ta in *  
innocent. T h e  coin-m akers w ere castrated and had 
their right hands am putated.

U sin g a new technique known as X -ra y fluores­
cence, some o f  the coins w ere analysed quite recently 
and showed no evidence o f debasement.

4

RETURN TO HONG KONG

I^ ^ T h e entrance to G allipoli (formerly San W ai) Camp.

One of our old P ill Boxes O’l the Island nozc used 
fo r  storage a f  road mendirg material.

A  viezv o f Gallipoli (formerly San W ai) Camp 
zoith Cap Badge H ill in the background.
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Regimental Museum

C u ra to r : M ajor  i f .  I I ’ . J .  S m ith ,  M B E . T A  cfc T’ i f  Centre, D eansbrook R d ., E dgw are, M id d x .

T h e  follow ing are recent acquisitions to the 
M u s e u m :
B ook o f  C om m on Prayer.
Photograph o f  9th Battalion D inner.

BOOK OF CO M M O N  PRAYER

T h is  book is the regulation O fficial C o p y  as 
supplied to all serving personnel and was given to 
R ichard John H arris (6201831) on his Confirm ation, 
A u gu st 15, 1943, b y  the R ev H . L . O . D avies, c f , in 
Sham shuipo Prisoners o f  W ar Cam p. H appily , both 
the Padre and the recipient survived the w ar and are 
m em bers, respectively, o f  the Regim ental Officers 
C lu b  and Regim ental Association.

It is evident that at one tim e D ick  H arris was not 
so sure he w ould survive his incarceration in the 
Japanese P O W  C am ps as on the back fly-leaf he had 
w ritte n :

R ichard John H arris is m y name,
E ngland is m y nation,
Faversham  is m y dw elling place and 
C h rist is m y salvation.

W hen I ’m  dead and in m y grave 
A n d  all m y bones are rotten 
T a k e  this book and think o f me 
W hen I ’m  quite forgotten.

H ow ever, he lives to tell his ow n story and join  in 
m utual rem iniscences w henever he meets the ever 
popular Padre D avies.

Presented by M r. R . J . Harris, 
late 1 st Battalion.

PHOTOGRAPH OF 9TH  BATTALIO N  DIN NER

T h is  photograph was taken in the 1920s when the 
9th Battalion held their dinners in the D rill H all at 
Pound Lane, W illesden. T h e  w riter o f these notes 
believes it was the O ld C om rades’ D inner o f D ecem ­
ber, 1922, when m em bers o f  1/9, 2/9 and 3 
Battalions assembled under the chairm anship 
C ol. J. L . Blum feld, t d , supported by L t.-C o l. G . 
Beach, t d , L t.-C o l. W . P. H ew ett. t d , C aptains 
HefFer, Sherw ood, H ew lett and Scott and several 
junior officers as w ell as a num ber o f  non-com m is­
sioned officers and men.

T h e  band was under the conductorship o f M r. H.
J. Rouse, w hilst a good m usical program m e was given 
b y the 7th Battalion concert party under the direction 
o f R S M  Price.

T h e  dinner was the close o f a busy tw o m onths fo i^ B  
the 9th Battalion. T h e  Regim ental W ar M em orial^^  
had been unveiled in the presence o f H R H  T h e  
Prince o f W ales in N ovem ber, a G uard  o f H onour 
had been provided for H S H  Princess M arie Louise 
on the occasion o f her opening the St. A n d rew ’s 
Bazaar on D ecem ber 9, and a m em orial service was 
held to coincide w ith  the unveiling o f the i/9th 
Battalion M em orial in D inapore C h u rch , India, on 
Arm istice D a y by S ir H enry W heeler, k c s i , the 
G overnor o f Bihar and Orissa.

T h e  past was com m em orated in style, b ut the 
future was also in the com m ittee’s m ind. A fter 
seasonal greetings the last sentence o f the records 
reads “ W e m ight, incidentally, m ention that the 
N ew  Y ear is a splendid tim e for ‘paying subscription’ 
resolutions ( ! !)” .

Framed and presented by M r. R . T . Meers.

O F F IC E R S ’ C L U B  D IN N E R

T h e  O fficers’ C lu b  D in n er was held at the U nited 
S ervice and Royal A ero  C lu b , Pall M all, S W i,  on 
F riday, July 16.

C o l. A . S. J. de S . C layton  presided and the official 
guests w ere M ajor-G en eral J. B. D ye, D irector V o l­
unteer T erritoria ls and C adets and C olon el C om m an­
dant, T h e  Q u een ’s D iv is io n ; B rigadier A . W . W ise, 
lately D ivisional Brigadier, T h e  Q u een ’s D ivision; 
C ol. B. R. W o od , the last H onorary C olonel o f  the 
P rincess L o u ise ’ s K ensington  R egim ent, and the 
newdy appointed C hairm an o f  the G reater L ondon 
T .  and A .F . A ssociation; L t.-C o l. A . T .  P. M illen , 
lately com m anding T h e  Royal H ong K o n g  R egim ent 
(T h e  V olunteers); and M ajor G . M ason, C om m and­
ing 4th Battalion, T h e  Q u een ’s R egim ent, A lbuhera 
C om pany.

O thers present were:

L t.-G en eral G . C . Bucknall 
M ajor-G eneral G . P. L . W est­

on
M a jor-G en era l S ir  John 

W illou ghby 
B rigadier A . E . G reen  
B rigadier B. B. Rackham 
C ol. I. R . Burrows 
C ol. W . D . Ellis 
C ol. A . M . M an 
C ol. R. D . Sherbrooke- 

W alker 
C ol. M . H . Sum m ers 
C ol. F . W alden 
L t.-C o l. G . T .  Birch (private 

guest)
L t.-C o l. J. D . G u nnell 
L t.-C o l. P. J. Hall 
L t.-C o l. A . S. H ewson 
L t.-C o l. R. D . H utchings 
L t.-C o l. D . E. Sim pson 
M ajor M . J. Beaum ont 
M ajor R. M . Cain 
M ajot R. A . J. Cheffins 
M ajo r H. E. Couch 
M ajo r W . G . A . C rum ley 
M ajo r P. D onovan

M ajor J. W . D oyle  
M ajo r H . K . H ardcastle 
M ajor S . L . J. H enshaw 
M ajo r J. M . H ew son 
M ajor R. J. Le ighto n  
M ajor P. D . H . M arshall 
M ajor F . J. M illard  
M ajo r E. J. N aish 
M ajor L . F. E. N ich olls 
M ajo r M . F. Pearson 
M ajor C . E . E . Scott 
M ajor L . F. Shaw  
M ajor R. W . J. Sm ith  
M ajor M . P. W eedon 
M ajo r H . N . W igan 
M ajor V . W illiam s 
Capt. S . L e  M . E nthoven 
Capt. C . A . Lam b 
Capt. P. J. T .  Lane 
Capt. J. G . L o ftin g  
C ap t. P. F . M u rray 
C ap t. J. S. R ichards 
C ap t. C . G . W eb ber 
C ap t. G . J. Y o u n g 
L t. R. T .  D outhet 
L t. E . C . G raham  
L t. M . F. H edgecoe

*
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O F F IC E R S ’ C L U B  C O C K T A IL  P A R T Y

A  total o f 91, including official guests, attended the 
^ o c k ta il party held at the U nited Service and Royal 
P^ ero C lu b  on Friday, M ay 14, 1971.

Follow ing our usual custom  the nearest relatives 
o f form er m em bers w ere invited as official guests and 
the follow ing attended:

M r. and M rs. F. A . Bicknell, son and daughter- 
in-law  o f  the late L t.-C o l. H . P. F. Bicknell.

M rs. M . del C ourt, form er w ife o f the late L t.-  
C ol. S. F . W . M . del C ourt.

Airs. S. F. H edgecoe, w idow  o f C ol. S . F . H edge­
coe.

M rs. H . J. Jennings, w idow  o f C apt. H . J. Jennings.

M rs. A . V . W eller, w idow  o f A lajor A . V . W eller.

R E G I M E N T A L  G O O D S

T h e  follow ing regim ental goods are available:

Ashtrays, glass crested  - ■ • - £ 0 2 5
Badges, blazer . . . . . . . • • ■ £ i '5°

,, car (bar or g rill-type fitting) . .  . .  £ 2 1 3
O C A  (lapel or brooch type) . .  . .  £ 0 1 5

C ravats, Regim ental (old pattern) T erylen e  £ ¡  45
,, ,, (new pattern) T ery le n e  £ i '45

K e y  fobs, black or maroon background . .  £0 20
T ie s , Regim ental (old pattern) T ery le n e  £0 50

(new pattern) T ery le n e  . .  . .  £0 50
,, ,, (new  pattern) silk . .  . .  £0 80
,, O fficers’ C lu b  . .  ■■ £ 0 8 0
,, M idd lesex Association, silk . .  . .  £0 95

H eraldic Shields, M idd lesex Regim ent £ i'8 o
Books, "D ie-H a rd s  in  the G reat W'ar”  (Vols. 1 &  2)

B o th v o ls .— paperback . .  £ o ‘75
Print, “ Stead y the D ru m s and F ifes”  (coloured) . . £  1 05

Postage has been included in the cost o f  goods. 
Cheques/Postal O rders should be m ade payable to 

“ The M iddlesex Regimental Association.”

Parsons
and

Printing

Over a C en tu ry-o ld  P a rtn e rsh ip . . .
L ike th e  Serv ices, w e h ave  a  tra d itio n  to  u p h o ld , a t  th e  sam e  tim e  ta k in g  a d ­
v a n ta g e  o f  sc ien tific  p ro g ress  in  th is  ag e  o f  m e c h a n isa tio n , yet m a in ta in in g , 
th ro u g h  a  specia l d e p a r tm e n t,  a  p e rso n a l a n d  h e lp fu l l in k  w ith  o u r  c u s to m e rs , 
w h o m  w e a re  ever w illing  to  ad v ise  a n d  assist in  th e  p ro d u c tio n  o f  th e ir  jo u rn a ls  
r  1 n t n n n t i n  I T n  The Adelphi, John Adam St., London W C 2NI. J. PAKoUNo LIU 6 AY- Telephone 01-839 7151. W orks at Has­

tings, Folkestone, Bexh ill and Lewes.
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PERSONAL JOTTINGS

A s w e go to press w e hear that C ol. Ian Battye has 
been adm itted to the Q ueen A lexandra M ilitary 
H ospital, M illbank, for an operation w hich, w e are 
pleased to be able to report, was v ery  successful. H e 
is now  convalescing well, but is likely to remain in 
hospital for a w hile yet.

T h o se  o f our readers w ho w ere serving writh the ist 
Battalion in A ustria w ill be pleased to hear that ex- 
Pte. D . Buck (22S86480), w ho for so long looked after 
the Sergeants M ess bar in the Battalion, has been in 
touch w ith  us and has expressed a wish to join the 
Regim ental Association. H e is looking forw ard to 
attending the m onthly m eetings where he hopes to 
renew the acquaintance o f  som e o f  his old comrades.

A n  unexpected visitor to R H Q  at E dgw are recently 
was G . W . (Babe) D enton, e x -“ A ”  C om pan y is t  
Battalion, o f Singapore and H ong K o n g  days. H e 
was a m em ber o f the small draft w hich le ft H ong 
K o n g  in A p ril 1940, thereby escaping the Japanese 
upheaval. T h is  draft never reached England, being 
stopped in the M id d le  East w here he was attached to

a battalion o f the Royal N orthum berland Fusiliers. 
A fter the Italian cam paign the draft, together with a 
draft from the M anchester Regim ent, form ed the 
first Bom b Disposal U n it in the M idd le East, dealing 
w ith m any unexploded parachute m ines and bom bs 
in the N ile valley and Suez Canal areas.

“ B abe”  now lives at N ortham pton w here he is 
working for G reen Shield Stam ps.

D ie-H ards passing through G u ild ford  w ill f in f l^ *  
ready welcom e aw'aiting them  at T h e  Spread Eagle 
Hotel where e x -W 0 2  M ike Elston (22774695) and 
his w ife, A nn, have settled in as host and hostess.

Congratulations to 2 L t. A lan C arter, now serving 
w ith  T h e  Junior Infantrym an’s Battalion, on his pro­
m otion to Lieutenant as from  June 15 last.

T h a t  4th Battalion veteran o f  the 19 14 -18  war, 
J. W . C leave, w ho always keeps in such close touch 
w ith  the R egim ental Association, w rites in sorrow to 
let us know that, after living in Shepherds Bush for 
the past 44 years, he has had to m ove to Peacehaven in 
Sussex to be looked after b y  his daughter, as he is 
now  an invalid and cannot fend for him self. In the 
circum stances w e are sure that the change w ill be 
good for him , and send him  our very' best wishes.

Ex-Pte. Bill Evans (L / 16471 and 6189257) is 
another o f ou r old soldiers w ho has been in touch 
w'ith us. H e enlisted in the 5th (Reserve) Battalion 
at Chatham  in A p ril 1916, and on com pletion o f his 
initial training, was posted to the 13th (S e rv ic e ^ ^  
Battalion in France. H e remained with that battalio^H ^ 
until January 1918 when he was posted to the 21st 
(Islington) Battalion. A fter the w ar he com pleted his 
service with the 4th Battalion in G ibraltar, being 
em ployed as a cook in the Sergeants M ess.

O ne o f  our H ong K o n g  veterans w ho has recently 
jo in ed  the R egim ental Association is D ave Cook 
(6141207). H e enlisted in a T A  Battalion o f  the East 
S u rrey  R e g im e n tin  1935 and a year later signed on 
for a regular engagem ent in the M idd lesex R egim ent 
(D C O ). H e was posted to the 2nd Battalion and 
served w ith  that Battalion until February 1937 when 
he was posted to the is t  Battalion then stationed 
in Singapore.

A s  he is a m em ber o f  the M ill H ill Branch he is 
h oping to m eet some o f his old friends again at the 
B ranch m onthly m eetings.

A nother new m em ber o f the R egim ental A ssoci­
ation is ex-Pte. Bob F itch (19039564), w ho served 
w ith  the is t  Battalion during the fighting in Korea. 
H e now' lives at Sevenoaks in K e n t and w e shall look 
forward to seeing him  at some o f  our Association 
functions.

L t.-C o l. Peter G alvin  is finding his w ork as A Q M G  
at H eadquarters, N orthum brian D istrict, no sinecure 
and is kept extrem ely busy. In a recent letter he in­
form s us that he has b ought a house in beautiful 
country overlooking the T ees  valley ju st outside the 
village o f O vington, near R ichm ond, Yorks.

O ne o f ou r older D ie-H ards w ho has been in 
touch w ith  us is John C o x  (L / 16093). H e enlisted in 
A u gu st 19 15 at C hatham  where both our 5th and 6th 
(Reserve) Battalions w ere stationed, and eventually 
w as posted to the 8th Battalion (T F )  then serving 
w ith the B E F  in France. H e was gassed during one of 
the battles at L en s in 19 17 and, after a period o f  con­
valescence, he w as posted to the 23rd (Second F oot­
ballers’) Battalion. H e was serving w ith  this Battalion 
w hen in O ctob er 1918 he was w ounded, w hich 
necessitated his evacuation to this country'. H e was 
eventually dem obilised in January' 1919. H e now' lives 
in W oking and hopes to be able to attend some o f our 
reunions.

In a letter received shortly after the Annual R e­
union, ex-Sgt. H. C . G riffiths (6197330), w ho as re­
ported in the M ay issue o f  the Newsletter, was a new' 
m em ber o f the Regim ental Association, sends his 
best wishes to all D ie-H ards.

E x-S gt. J. D . H ills, our m ost new ly-joined m e i n ^  
ber o f  the Association, spent 12 years in the Arm y.
On the com pletion o f his initial training he w as posted 
to the is t  Battalion, and stayed w ith  that Battalion 
w hen it becam e 4th Battalion T h e  Q ueen ’s Regim ent. 
O n the disbandm ent o f the latter he w'as posted as 
A /T k . Platoon Sergeant to the 3rd Battalion T h e  
Q u een ’s R egim ent from  w hich unit he was discharged 
last January. H e now lives at H avant in H am pshire, 
w'here he has landed h im self a good job  w ith  the 
Prudential Assurance C o. Ltd .

It is excellent news that M ajor Les H oneybun is 
progressing so w ell after the nasty accident w hen he 
fell from  a ladder w hilst decorating his house 
suffered severe concussion and a fractured leg. \^e 
wish him  a speedy recovery to full health again.

EX-W O2 F red  H utchings (6127148), w'ho served 
w ith  the 7th (T A ) Battalion from  1947 onwards after 
being in the R A F  during the 1939-45 w ar, is now  a
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m em ber o f the M ill H ill Branch o f the D ie-H ards 
C lub.

guished m em ber o f the Bar in S outh A frica and was 
M inister o f M ines in the Sm uts G overnm ent.

C apt. M alcolm  M ontgom ery, now  serving w’ith the 
2nd Battalion T h e  Q ueen ’s Regim ent, has been 
selected as a T ra in in g  Officer at Fort Benning, 
Georgia, and leaves to take up his new  appointm ent 
very shortly. H e has been one o f  the m ost frequent 
callers at R H Q  at Edgw are and has never missed an 
opportunity o f doing so whenever he is in this 
country. W e w ish him  the best o f luck and will look 
forward to his next visit on his return from  the U S A .

W e w ere very sorry' to hear that, as a result o f an 
accident w hen parachuting, M ajor G eo ff N orton was 
unable to attend the O fficers’ C lu b  D inner on July 16. 
T h e  accident, fortunately, was not serious and he is 
now  m ore or less fu lly  m obile again.

m :

O ur latest pensioner to be adm itted to the Royal 
H ospital, C helsea, is ex-Pte. A rth u r Rathbone 
(6195916), w ho served w ith  the 2nd Battalion as a 
p o k  during the 1939-45 war. Prior to the war he had 
rerved in the T A  and then on a regular engagem ent 

with  the Q ueen ’s O w n Royal W est K en t Regiment. 
H e transferred to the A rm y C atering C orps in May' 
1944 and was finally discharged in N ovem ber 1945.

T h e  R egim ent now has a total o f 11 In-Pensioners 
at the Royal Hospital.

W e send ou r heartiest congratulations to L t.-C o l. 
John Shipster on his prom otion to C olonel, w hich 
took effect from  June 30 last. A s a result o f his pro­
m otion he has been appointed G arrison C om ­
m ander, British H onduras, and leaves to take up his 
new appointm ent early in Septem ber.

A  recent welcom e visitor to R H Q  at Edgw are was 
e x -W 0 2  T o m  Stew ard (6923739) w ho is now  w ork­
ing for G rey  G reen  Coaches. W e shall hope to see 
more o f him  after the sum m er season, w hich keeps 
him  fu lly  occupied.

W e w ere very pleased and m ost surprised to re­
ceive a visit in July from  an old pre-w ar D ie-H ard,
C . C . H . T anner, on his way back to K in g ’s L yn n , 
where he now  lives. H e enlisted into the R egim ent 
in 1935 and served in the 2nd Battalion until 1938 
when he purchased his discharge. A t  the outbreak 
o f the 1939-45 w ar he was recalled and in 1940 he got 
a com m ission and was posted to the i/7th  Battalion. 
L ater he transferred to the Indian A rm y and served 
w ith  the 9th G urkha Rifles. From  1952 to 1958, when 
he left the Service, he was seconded to the M alayan 
V olunteer Force and Singapore V olunteer C orps, 
and finished up w ith  the rank o f  tem porary L t.-  
Colonel. H e has now  been enrolled as a m em ber of 
the M iddlesex Regim ental Officers’ C lu b  and w e shall 
hope to see him  again at som e o f our functions.

L t. Paul T rum an , now  serving w ith is t  Battalion 
T h e  Q ueen ’s Regim ent, was prom oted to Captain with 
effect from  July 23, and we offer him  our heartiest 
congratulations.

Ex-Bandsm an R eg. Sm ith  (6203540), one o f our 
H ong K o n g  veterans w ho becam e, as he describes it, 
a “ K o b e H ouse Rice Basher” , sends his best wishes 
to all his old com rades. H e is now  living in Colchester 
and “ doing fine” .

O ur oldest D ie-H ard, C olonel the H on. Charles 
Stallard, q c , d s o , m c , e d , w ho has lived in South 
A frica for m any years, celebrated his 100th birthday 
on June 4 in a blaze o f military' glory. T h ree  hundred 

^ n en  o f the W itw atersrand Rifles, o f w hich  he was 
P k o n o rary  C olonel, led by 100 pipers paraded at H ope 

W oolith, near Johannesburg, to salute him .
A lth o u gh  he was posted to the M idd lesex R egi­

m ent (D C O ) in O ctober 1917 he was em ployed on 
the staff in a legal capacity. H e was a m ost distin-

It was particu larly pleasing to note that at the 
recent Sovereign ’s Parade at the R oyal M ilitary' 
A cadem y, Sandhurst, where the salute was taken 
by K in g  O la f o f N orw ay, the son o f L t. F. C . W eb b  
appeared in the list o f those w ho had successfully 
passed out. L t. W eb b  has been closely connected 
w ith the D ie-H ards for many years, both as a C S M  
and, later, as R S M  o f ou r T A  Battalion. H e is now  
in “ A ”  C om pany (M iddlesex) 6th (V ) Battalion T h e  
Q ueen ’s Regim ent, stationed at Edgware.

A t the Sovereign ’s Parade referred to above the 
D irector o f M usic o f the Band o f the Royal M ilitary' 
Academ y, w ho was an old M ess m ate o f  L t. W eb b , 
played “ Sussex by the S ea”  as the parade m arched 
off in return for the m any favours w hich L t. W eb b  
had done for him  in the past.

T h a t active old 3rd Battalion veteran, “ B ow ker”  
W hite (L /13251) has ju st given a dem onstration o f 
Indian club sw inging on Southern T V .  N o t a bad 
perform ance for a m an o f 77— b ut he is a D ie -H a rd !
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CORRESPONDENCE

P e t e r  M c R a e
& C O M P A N Y  L IM IT E D

L ife A ssurance Consultants 

Insurance an d  M ortgage Brokers 

14-16 West Street, East Grinstead, 
Sussex

Telephone: East Grinstead 25977

Did you know  that besides protecting 

your family, life assurance can assist in 

other fields, such as education, house 

purchase, pension, and estate duty? We 

specialise in the needs o f service person­

nel and w ou ld  be pleased to advise.

W e make no charges

W e also have departm ents specialising  

in other form s o f general insurances 

w hich  are at your service

H i d i n g

FLORISTS

MEMBERS o f INTERFLORA

(F lowers by wire, 

any time and  any­

where throughout 

the world)

Phone: M ILL  HILL 1387 

145 BROADWAY, MILL HILL, N.W.7

From : M rs. I . M . Northcott
32 Beresford Close,
Frim ley G reen,
C am berley, Surrey.
June 18, 1971.

T o : C ol. F. W alden 
D ear Sir,

I take the liberty in sending enclosed photo­
graphs, taken by m y daughter in Seletar this year. 
T h ere  may be m any others, as w ell as yourself, \\Lo 
would like to see how w ell these badges have 
cared for after all these years. T h e  whole surround- 
ings, I feel, are in good shape and great credit is due 
to those responsible. M y  daughter took these with 
great enthusiasm , at m y request. I trust they m ay be 
o f some value to you and the regim ent’s history.

I remain,
Y ou rs sincerely,

I . M . N o r t h c o t t .

(T h e follow ing is one o f the photographs taken 
o f our badge and confirms the good state in w hicfc^^  
they are being m aintained.

It has been reproduced as it w ill be o f considerable 
interest to those readers w ho w ere serving at th^fc». 
time w ith  the 1st Battalion in G illm an B arra ck s^ ^  
Singapore— Editor.)

E C O N O M Y
In view  of the increase in the cost o f postage, 

receipts for subscriptions to the Regim ental A ssocia­
tion, Officers’ C lu b  and the Newsletter w ill not in 
future be sent unless specifically asked for.

O B IT U A R Y  ( continued from page 1 1 )
S t e w a r t — O n July 3 , 1971, suddenly and peacefully 

in her 89th year, H ilda H ylton, w idow  o f C ol. 
W . A . Stew art, o b e .

W a t t e r s o n — O n  July 26, 1971, M ajor D o n ^ P  
W atterson, m b e . He was one o f  the senior masters 
at C h rist’s C ollege, F inchley, and com m anded 
most successfully the C C F  there for som e years 
when it was affiliated to the M idd lesex Regim ent 
(D C O ).
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O B I T U A R Y

It is w ith  m uch regret that w e have to announce 
that the follow ing have died:
H o l l i n g h u r s t — O n June 8, 1971, A ir  C h ie f M arshal 

S ir L eslie  N orm an H ollinghurst, g b e , k c b , d f c , 

aged 77. H e enlisted in the Royal Engineers as a 
m otor despatch rider in 1914, was com m issioned 
into the M iddlesex R egim ent (D C O ) in 1916 and 

^ jo o sted  to the 3rd Battalion then serving in Salonika. 
j ^ P l e  later transferred to the Royal F ly in g C orps and 

in 1918 to the Royal A ir  Force. H e was A ir  
O fficer C om m anding N o. 38 G roup  in 1943-44 in 
w hich capacity he was responsible for the British 
Airborne Operations in the N orm andy landings on 
D -D a y . K n o w n  affectionately as “ H olly” , he 
spent 18-hour days on his job  and flew w ith his 
men, especially on the m issions at night. From  
N ovem ber 1944 until the end of the war against 
Japan he was A ir  O fficer Com m anding Base A ir

•  Forces, South East A sia; from  1945 to 1948 he was 
A ir  M em ber for Sup p ly  and Organisation on the 
A ir  C ou n cil; from  1948 to 1949 Inspector G eneral 
o f the R A F , and A ir  C ouncil M em ber for Person­
nel from  1949 to 1952 when he retired. H e was 
born in London and educated at H ornchurch H igh 
School and Felstead.

M a r k s — O n  June 8, 1971, suddenly in D u blin , L t .-  
C ol. T o m m y L . M arks, o b e , t d , aged 59. H e was 
educated at Eton and in the early 1930s was 
com m issioned into the 8th (T A ) Battalion and 
w ent to France w ith that Battalion in 1940. H e 
was evacuated from  D unkirk and later served in 
the M id d le  East on G H Q  Staff. In 1947 he was 
appointed A dvertising M anager for B E A . In 1955 
he was appointed to one o f the m ost dem anding o f 
all advertising m anagerships— that o f G uinness. In 
1961 M arks was appointed M anaging D irector o f 
H arp Lager Lim ited. H is trium ph in this field 
established Harp as a brand leader and this was re­
warded by his appointm ent to the chairm anship 
o f  this C om pany in 1966. In the same year he was 
elected to the main G uinness Board. M arks’s by 
now  fam ous talents were harnessed by the con­
fectionery industry'; he becam e chairman of

# W illiam  N uttall Lim ited  last year. M u ch  to his 
delight he was appointed chairm an o f Guinness 
Superlatives L im ited whose m ost fam ous title, the 
“ G uinness Book o f R ecords” , celebrated the sale of 
five m illion copies last D ecem ber. H is record as a 
soldier in war-tim e and as a businessm an in peace­
tim e was outstanding but gives little indication of 
his friendly and unassum ing personality. T o m m y 
was gifted w ith  a trem endous sense o f h um our and 
a pungent w it w hich was never unkind. His 
m em ory was honoured by a M em orial Service in 
the C ryp t C hapel, St. Paul’s C athedral, on July 20, 
19 7 1, and the presence there o f hundreds o f his 
friends and associates in the business world and in 

.,.^ ^ th e  w orld o f  art bore witness to the high regard in 
w hich T o m m y was held. Fie w ill be sadly missed 
by all o f us w ho w ere his friends b ut above all by 
his w ife E lla and his daughter Suzy.

(W ith acknowledgm ents to M ajor G . H artley, 
t d , d l , a great friend o f the deceased, for providing 
the material for this notice.— Editor.)

M u r r a y — O n M ay 23, 1971, peacefully after a long 
illness, Brigadier H arold A rth u r D avid  M urray, 
o b e , t d , d l , aged 76. H e enlisted in the H ighgate 
C om pany o f the 7th Battalion (T F )  in 1912 and, 
during the 19 14 -18  war he served as a signaller—  
first at G ib ralter and then in France and Flanders. 
In February 1918 he was transferred to 20th 
Officer C adet Battalion and, on com pletion o f his 
officer training course, was com m issioned into the 
R egim ent and posted to his old Battalion on O cto ­
ber 9. H e returned to France ju st after the 
A rm istice in N o vem b er 1918 and, after a short 
attachm ent to the 18th London Regim ent (L o n ­
don Irish Rifles), rejoined the 7th  Battalion at 
M on s in Febraury 1919, shortly before the Battal­
ion m oved into the Rhineland as part o f  the A rm y 
o f O ccupation. H e was one o f  the five officers w ho 
returned to H ornsey w ith  the cadre o f the Battalion 
for dem obilisation on N ovem ber 3, 1919. D u rin g 
the G eneral Strike o f 1926 he com m anded the E n ­
field unit o f  the C ivil C onstabulary R eserve raised 
from  the Veterans o f the G reat W ar. H e was p ro­
m oted Lieutenant in 1920, Captain in 1924, M ajor 
in 1929 and L t.-C o lo n el in 1932 when he took over 
com m and o f the Battalion w hich he had join ed  20 
years previously as a private soldier. O n relin­
quishing com m and in 1936 he was prom oted to 
Brevet C olonel. In 1939 he raised 90 (M iddlesex) 
A A  Regim ent w hich he com m anded until the 
follow ing year when he was prom oted a tem porary 
Brigadier. Popular w ith  his fellow  soldiers in all 
ranks he retained their affection after his retire­
m ent and was present at every dinner and reunion 
w hilst his health allowed him  to do so.

P a n k — O n June 22, 1971, peacefully at Potters Bar 
H ospital, D orothy A nnie, aged 8 7 , w idow  o f  Col. 
C ecil H . Pank, c m g , d s o , t d , 7 t h  (T A )  Battalion.

P e c k h a m — O n July 19, 1971, at Q ueen A lexandra 
M ilitary  H ospital, M illbank, after a long illness 
bravely borne, A m y Louisa (Jean), beloved w ife 
o f  M ajor D . G . Peckham , R A P C , one tim e the 
popular Paym aster to the 1st Battalion and an 
H onorary M em b er o f the R egim ental O fficers’C lu b .

R o w l e y — O n June 12, 19 71, at a nursing hom e in 
H aslem ere, Frances H elen (N ell) w idow  o f B riga­
dier G eneral Frank R ow ley, C B , C M G , DSO.

S t a l l y — O n  June 25, 1971, ex-A rm ourer S/Sgt. 
D avid  Stally, aged 77. H e was the perfect exam ple 
o f the excellent A rm ourers w ho w ere attached to 
the Regim ent during its existence. A lth o u gh  w ear­
ing the badge o f  the Royal A rm y O rdnance C orps 
from  his enlistm ent in S eptem ber 1914 he looked 
upon, and called him self, a D ie-H ard  from  the 
date o f his attachm ent to the 2nd Battalion in 
D ecem ber 1931 until the day o f  his death. D u rin g  
the 19 14 -18  w ar he served w ith  the B E F  in 
France and later w ith  the M E F  in the M id d le  
East. A fter the w ar he remained in the East until 
1925, and com pleted a period o f  foreign service 
o f 10 years. H e was discharged to pension on July 
31, 1939, and later becam e an honorary' m em ber o f 
the Regim ental Association.

Continued on page 10
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ASSOCIATION NEWS

Secretary’s Notes

B e n e v o le n t  c a s e s
D u rin g  the quarter ended June 30, 1971, the sum 

° f  jC338'94  vvas expended from  the C haritable Fund 
in m aking grants to 25 ex-m em bers o f  the Regiment, 
or their dependants.

D o n a tio n s — C h a r ita b le  F u n d
T h e  S ecretary gratefu lly  acknowledges donations 

to the C haritable Fund from  “ A n onym ou s” , M ajor 
P. G . V . Bellers, M ajor K . R. M c K . Biggs, C apt.
E . F. D ark, M r. T .  Em erson, L t.-C o l. H . A . A. 
H ow ell, m b e , M r. F. J. W . K edge, b e m , M r. T . 
L ack, brother officers o f  the late Rev. A . M . M ann, 
C apt. F. R edpath, b e m , C apt. J. R. C . Riseley, 
M r. H. F . S tilw ell, M r. H . W aller and M r. P. A . 
Y ule .

A n n u a l r e u n io n
T h e  annual reunion was again held this year at 

Porchester H all, Q ueensw ay, on Saturday, M ay 
15. T h e  attendance was 290, w hich was a slight 
increase on that o f last year.

O pinions received from  various quarters to date 
are unanim ous that this was one o f  the best reunions 
for m any years, and was m uch enjoyed b y  all present.

D e r b y  o u tin g
A  total o f  46 old com rades, their relations and 

friends w ent by coach to the D e rb y  on June 2 and 
spent a m ost enjoyable tim e w ith an excellent view  
o f  the race. A  special w ord  o f praise is due to M r. 
Banks w ho provided the m ost excellent picnic 
lunches for the party.

B e a tin g  o f  R e tr e a t ,  H o r s e  G u a r d s
A lth o u gh  little  pu b licity  was given to it, inform a­

tion was received from  an old com rade o f  2,7th  
Battalion that the pipes and drum s o f  all the Scottish 
regim ents w ere to beat retreat on H orse G uards 
Parade on M on d ay June 7. A s  a result Branch Secre­
taries w ere notified and, w ith  the help o f  the H on. 
Secretary o f the London Branch o f the A rg y ll and 
Sutherland H ighlanders R egim ental Association, 
31 tickets at £ 1  each w ere obtained fo r those m em ­
bers w ho w ished to w itness the C erem ony.

F o u n d e r ’s D a y , R o y a l H o sp ita l, C h e ls e a
T h e  Fou n d er’s D a y C erem ony took place in 

shocking w eather conditions on T h u rsd a y , June 
10, 1971.

In addition to ou r President and V ice-C hairm an 
w ho, w ith  their w ives, were invited as official guests, 
all 24 S trollers’ tickets allocated to the Regim ental 
Association w ere used by m em bers.

D iv is io n a l  D e p o t O p e n  D a y
T h e  m em bers w ho attended this year am ounted to 

approxim ately 45, w hich w as considerably less than 
last year’s attendance o f 82.

T h ere  is little  dou bt that the reason for this big 
drop is that those w ho w ent last year w ere d isillu­
sioned b y  the arrangem ents m ade and com pared

that visit most unfavourably w ith  those previously 
made to C anterbury where w ell over 100 o f our old 
com rades and their relations used to be present each 
year.

T h is  is perhaps inevitable w ith  the form ation of 
the Q ueen’s D ivision w hich, on account o f  its size 
and dispersion, is an im personal organisation.

M il ita r y  M u s ic a l  P a g e a n t, W e m b le y
T h is  Pageant, w hich was sponsored by 

Evening News in aid o f the A rm y Benevolent Funaj 
was held at W em b ley Stadium  on Saturday, July 
3» 1971-

In view  o f  its popularity, tickets at party rates 
w ere purchased some m onths beforehand. A s a 
result, a total o f 79 old com rades, their relations 
and friends were able to witness one o f  the most 
impressive entertainm ents o f this nature w hich any 
o f them  had ever seen.

B e lg ia n  O C A  in  G r e a t  B rita in
A  detachm ent o f  old com rades w ith  the Regim en­

tal Association banner was provided for the Annual 
Parade o f the Belgian O C A  in G reat Britain, w hich 
was held on Sunday, July 18, on H orse G uards 
follow ed by a w reath-laying cerem ony at the C en o­
taph, when Colonel F. W alden laid a wreath on 
b ehalf o f all D ie-H ards.

M ajor R. W\ J. Sm ith  was the D etachm ent 
C om m ander and M r. R. T .  M eers the Standard 
Bearer.

O n Tuesday, July 20, the M on s section o f the 
Belgian O C A , w ho are associate m em bers o f  our 
Association and had com e over for the Parade, 
attended a reception at the R H Q  M ess at Edgware. 
D u rin g this reception a plaque bearing the arms of 
the C ity  o f M ons was presented and was gratefu lly 
accepted on behalf o f our Association b y our C hair­
man, Col. I. R. Burrows.

G r a n d  C o n c e r t  a t K n e l le r  H a ll
A  party o f tw o dozen old com rades, their relations 

and friends were taken to the m onthly G rand 
C oncert held at K neller H all on W ednesday, July 
21. A t  this concert one o f  the guest conductors w a ^  
C apt. W . T .  H ughes, now  in his 83rd year, w h l^ P  
enlisted as a B oy Bandsm an in the Regim ent in 
1903 and, after the 19 14 -18  w ar, in w hich  he was 
badly w'ounded and taken prisoner, was appointed 
Band Sergeant o f the 1st Battalion. H e was com ­
m issioned in the 1939-45 W a r into the Royal 
Pioneer C orps as a C hem ical W arfare Officer. 
M ore details o f this old D ie-H ard  w ill be found in 
the notes o f the M ill H ill Branch, o f  w hich  he has 
been a m em ber for som e vears. F . W .

H O R N S E Y  A N D  E N F IE L D  B R A N C H
A t the tim e o f w riting (m id-July) the w e a th e i^ ^ ^  

glorious, those o f  you on holiday are obviously 
enjoying it and I hope those o f you , like m yself, w'ith 
holidays to com e, w ill be equally lucky. I wras sorry 
I could not make Porchester Hall this year, and really 
missed the pleasure o f m eeting those o f you  who did

•  *

— but I m ade up for it w'hen I saw so m any o f  you at 
W em bley for the M usical Pageant w-hich was a great 
success and w'as I am sure enjoyed by all. Som e o f  us 
m anaged to get back to Edgw are for a natter and a 
drink in the W O  &  Sgts. M ess and this finished off a 
grand evening, and thanks to “ C harlie”  for opening 
up at that late hour! ! A fter m any problem s due to 
conflicting com m itm ents, we have at last m anaged to 
hold our Branch A n n ual G eneral M eeting and once 
again the “ old faithfuls”  turned up and the same 
officials elected, our thanks to L t.C o l. Sim pson for 

m ore accepting chairm anship, I am sure you all 
w ith  me in w ishing M rs. Sim pson a speedy 

recovery after a m ajor operation and w e look 
forward to seeing her in the near future. W e are 
having a Rifle C lu b  Social at B isley on A u gu st 15, a 
dance on O ctober 2 and there is a 1st Battalion dinner 
on Septem ber 4, so let’s hope wre shall be seeing m any 
o f you very soon. A lso, w hile I think o f it, our 
Christm as Party w ill be on D ecem ber 17, so there is 
no excuse that you  did not know  in tim e ! ! ! D o 

lease try  and attend.
Bert M ellor, ou r very enthusiastic and hardw ork­

ing Entertainm ents O rganiser, w ill supply any details. 
H aving ju st about exhausted m y quota o f  words, 
here’s hoping I see m any o f you  on S eptem ber 19—  
W indsor Safari.

O u r best w'ishes to you all. D o n ’t forget you  are 
always w'elcome at H ornsey and L E T  U S  S E E  S O M E  
O F  Y O U  P L E A S E .

L e s  H o s s l e n

M I L L  H IL L  B R A N C H
T h e  Branch notes in the last Newsletter covered 

D ie-H ards o f  different generations, now' living in 
different clim es. T h e  notes for this edition are o f  a 
unique octogenarian member.

July 21, 1971, saw a coach party leaving R H Q  to 
attend the G ran d  C on cert at the R oyal M ilitary 
School o f  M usic, K n eller H all. It was an enjoyable 
m usical evening, w ith  a num ber o f  guest con­
ductors on the rostrum . It was on turning over to 
the second page that I saw m entioned tw o pieces o f 
m usic, both o f w'hich w ere to be conducted, accord­
ing to the program m e, by C apt. W . T .  H ughes. It 
was unbelievable to me that the conductor m entioned 
could be our M ick  H ughes (L/9155) who was a Boy 

^ ^ B a n d s m a n  in “ K ”  C om pany o f  our 1st Battalion in 
^ ^ 1 9 0 4 , under the baton o f  Bandm aster Im bush. On 

announcing the item s o f  m usic, it was broadcast that 
C apt. H ughes wras a grandfather and approaching 
his 83rd birthday. T o  confirm the announcem ent, I 
saw M ick , im m aculate in evening dress, walk from 
the distinguished visitors’ enclosure to the rostrum  
where the massed bands w ere waiting. W ith great 
zest and com m and he conducted “ T o  Y o u r G u a rd ”  
and “ Clarion C a ll” , both his ow n com positions, the 
form er written for the T ro o p in g  o f the C olo ur in 
1938 and the latter for the A ldershot T atto o  in
1939. H e has also com posed and arranged other 
pieces o f m usic; his arrangem ent o f  “ España”  

■'^^^pcame w ell known.
M ick  enlisted into the Regim ent in 1903, join ing 

the 2nd Battalion until sailing on the trooper Plassy 
for Secunderabad, India. In A u gu st 1914, he w'as a 
Sergeant during the Battle o f M on s and at L e 
Cateau (the K nife) on A u gu st 26, he was w ounded in 
the head, arm  and leg. T aken  P oW , he, on recovery

from  his w'ounds, form ed a band from am ongst the 
prisoners, having an especially good form ation at 
M inden in 1917. A fter the A rm istice he was Band 
Sergeant o f  the 1st Battalion at M ilton  Barracks, 
G ravesend; later he was principal string bass in 
H M  Scots G uards during the tour o f  C anada in 
1922. Between the two W'orld W ars he was Captain 
and D irector o f M u sic w'ith the L egion  o f Frontiers­
m en, later D irector o f M usic to the C ity  o f London 
Police and then D irector o f M u sic  to the M iddlesex 
Yeom anry. O n the outbreak o f  w ar in 1939, he packed 
aw ay his baton and instrum ents and w'as com ­
m issioned in the Pioneer C orps as a C hem ical W a r­
fare Officer. H e left France hurriedly on June 18,
1940. H e retired from  the service in July 1947.

M u sic  has alw-ays taken priority in his life. N o t 
only the playing o f m usic but com posing and teach­
ing when he had a spell at the Royal C ollege o f  M u sic  
as professor on the tuba. H is com positions have been 
played on the T roo p in g  Parade in four successive 
reigns, K in g  G eorge V , K in g  Edw ard V I I I ,  K in g  
G eorge V I  and our present sovereign. It was at the 
reception given  to H M  T h e  Q ueen and Prince 
Philip at the M ansion H ouse after their return from 
A ustralia that m usic arranged by this old D ie-H ard  
was am ongst the m usical program m e. W hen this 
Newsletter is published C apt. H ughes, w ho has long 
been an Associate o f the Royal C ollege o f  M usic, w ill 
be celebrating his 83rd birthday and as a m em ber of 
the M ill H ill Branch o f the D ie-H ards C lu b  w e can 
wish him  m any m ore years o f tootling his horn w ith 
his natural zest and energy.

M a j o r  D i c k  S m i t h

P O R T S M O U T H  A N D  G O S P O R T  
B R A N C H

W ell, here we are once again. Newsletter tim e rolls 
q uickly around.

W e all had an enjoyable afternoon and evening at 
the A lb uhera S ervice and Reunion, and from  the 
look of ou r table it w ou ld  seem  that a certain one o f 
our ilk m et all o f his ex -D ie-H a rd  pals on that night, 
b ut w e all enjoyed ourselves.

T h e  return south was somew'hat hazardous, for 
after dropping Sam  at H indhead to w alk the “ few 
steps”  to H aslem ere w e began to peter out o f  ju ice. 
T h en  follow'ed fruitless calls at garages. B u t no luck. 
S o  w e spluttered and petered ou r w ay to Pom pey, 
Stubbington, L ee  and G osport, finally com ing to a 
halt w ithin the last half-m ile o f  our final destinations.

So it was le ft to our T u rk  tow'n erks (nam ely 
P eggy, Lofty-, m y  w ife and I) to trudge that h alf mile 
to “ H om e Sw eet H om e”  at 4 a.m.

M eetings have been held m onthly w ith  the stal­
warts (Peggy, Bert, M r. and M rs. W igg , M r. and 
M rs. D eans, M r. and M rs. M cN e ill, N oel Peters, 
L en  W est, and Sam ) in attendance.

W e are pleased to see that L en  is now  recovering 
from  his operation, and w ish  him  a quick recovery.

L ikew ise ou r condolences go to L es  H oneybun 
after his accident and w e w ish him  also a speedy 
recovery.

T h is  seems to  be the news for this tim e. W e w ou ld  
still like to see a few  m ore o f ou r ex-com rades at our
m eetings.

M a c
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9T H  b n . b r a n c h

O u r A nnual Reunion and D inner on M a y  22 was 
a success. T h e  venue was good, so w ere the diners 
and the m enu.

A m ongst our guests, w e had the pleasure o f the 
D e p u ty  C olonel o f the R egim ent, C ol. A . S. J. de S. 
C layton , d l , C ol. F. W alden, m b e , d l , and M ajor 
R. \\ . J. Sm ith, m b e . T h e  last tw o were accom panied 
b y  their ladies.

Several o f the relatives o f  the m em bers w ho have 
passed aw ay were present and, indeed, w e thank 
them  for attending. In this w ay w e can keep the 
num bers up, so stopping the Branch from  fading 
away.

N ext year w e do hope that those w ho have not 
attended ou r reunions recently, w ill make every effort 
to do so.

A  few  o f  the older m em bers w'ho regularly 
attended ou r dinners, L t.-C o l. G . L . Fox, M ajor H. 
S herw ood and Jock Barrow , could not m ake the 
jou rn ey this year, ow ing to illness. W e are pleased to 
know  that they are no worse and if  circum stances 
perm it w e hope to see them  next year w hen we shall 
m eet again at the V icto ry  Services C lu b , 63-79 
S eym our Street, W 2 , on Saturday, A p ril 22, 1972. 
S o  please m ake a note o f  the date. A t  the Association’s 
A n n ual Reunion at Porchester H all on M ay 15 we 
m et the son o f  C apt. A . F. H . M ieville  w ho was 
w ith us in 1914  and who died in 1961. T h e  son is a 
M ajor in the A rm y and has tw o sons follow ing his 
footsteps in the A rm y. W h at a fine tradition! 
D u rin g  ou r talks w ith  the M ajor, C. Sgt. C on  K in g  
o f  the Royal H ospital, C helsea, joined us, after he 
had recognised the M ajor, w hom  he had m et m any 
years ago at an Officers T ra in in g  C orps U nit. Both, 
wre hope, w ill be at ou r dinner next year.

From  M ajor M ieville  w e learnt that L t. F . D uirs 
o f  “ D ”  C o y , 1 9th Battalion, was still alive and living 
in C orn w all. W e corresponded w ith  the Lieutenant 
and found that he is practically  house-bound now, 
due to contracting frost bite w hilst serving in the 
N a v y  durin g the last war. A ctually , the M ajor is 
L t. D u irs ’ godson.

T h e  M ilitary  Pageant at the W em b ley Stadium  
was one o f  the finest shows I have seen and if  it is 
to take place next year, it should not be m issed. It 
proved one thing, nam ely, that the word discipline 
has not lost its m eaning in this new  age. It seemed 
to have been inoculated into the audience, as, when 
they left, it w'as one o f  the m ost orderly crow'ds I 
have seen. T h e  tickets w ere all sold, so the A rm y 
Benevolent Fund, to w hom  the proceeds w ill go, 
w ill benefit greatly. A ll praise to the Evening News 
for sponsoring the Pageant.

A gain we have to express ou r sorrow  in having to 
add the follow ing to  the list o f  our departed m em b ers: 
L t. C ol. C . M . P. D u d ley , M ajor H . A . N eal, C anon
E. G . B ucknill, H . S . Butler, T .  M oo re, Charles 
W hite, A . C . H ollingsw orth, A lfred  D evereaux and 
Joseph Adam s. W e extend ou r deep sym pathy to all 
the relatives and freinds o f the above. R. T .  M .

W O ’s A N D  S E R G E A N T S ’ B R A N C H
A t  ou r A n n ual G eneral M eetin g held in M ay, 

L t. F . C . W eb b , ou r C hairm an, gave notice that, 
ow ing to other com m itm ents, he felt that he could 
not carry on in that capacity and though reluctant 
to do so, had no alternative b ut to tender his resigna­
tion. T h is  b eing accepted w ith  a vote o f  thanks for 
all that he had done for the branch, it was proposed 
that M ajor L es H oneybun be asked to take over

chairmanship, w hich he accepted. Les, as we all 
know, is a founder m em ber o f the Branch and 
attended all m onthly m eetings except, I think, one 
when he wras attending a m eeting at the Gosport 
Branch. I am sure that under his guidance the success 
o f the Branch is assured.

U nfortunately, no sooner had L es taken over the 
reins and made a good start at the June meeting, 
w hen on June 26 he m et w ith  a nasty accident. 
W hilst painting the outside o f his house he fell from 
a ladder breaking a leg and injuring his head on the 
concrete path. H e was rushed to hospital w’h e r^ m  
operation on his head was perform ed. H e has, at^^^-- 
tim e o f  w riting, recovered slightly, but is still hazy 
as to what happened. I am sure all readers o f these 
notes join  all m em bers o f the Branch in w ishing him  a 
speedy recovery. W e shall m iss him  very m uch, not 
seeing him  sitting on his stool, and I shall also miss 
the help he has always given me and his advice which 
has m ade the job  o f H on Secretary so m uch easier 
and enjoyable. H urry back, L es!

O ur m onthly club nights still m aintain the 20-odd 
attenders, but there is plenty o f room for more. T J ^ ji 
try and encourage m ore to attend and to get aw ay^^ 
from  the housey-housey w hich w e used to run each 
m eeting we are varying our entertainm ent, by 
m aking a Com m ittee-m an responsible for running 
w hatever he thinks w ould be entertaining, each one 
o f the C om m ittee taking that responsibility for one 
meeting. W e hope by this means that it w ill produce 
some variety. T h e  m onthly raffles continue to be held, 
proceeds o f w hich cover the cost o f  prizes which 
may have to be bought, as w ell as paying for the free 
cheese buffet w hich is put on each clu b  night. T h e 
ladies, G od bless them , continue to give us their 
w hole-hearted support, not only by com ing along 
w ith  their m enfolk and so b rightening up the pro­
ceedings and keeping us in good order, but by their 
continuous kindness and generosity in bringing gifts 
as prizes for the raffles. Ladies, we thank you for 
your com radeship and thought.

A lthough a happy and convivial fam ily spirit 
exists w ithin ou r branch, I m ust repeat again what 
I have said m any times before. W e w ould like to see 
our m em bership grow. W e can only do this by 
gaining the support, not only o f  ou r m em bers, but 
all ex- or serving m em bers o f the various Sergeants 
M esses. Should you reading these notes be one 
those and know' o f any ex-m em ber w ho m ight 
interested, please get in touch w ith  m e, L en  Johnson,
78 D eans Lane, Edgw are, so that I can endeavour to 
gain the support needed to carry out the main object 
o f the D ie-H ards C lubs, that is “ to m aintain that 
spirit o f com radeship w hich w e so thoroughly 
enjoyed when serving” .

Jim D avis who, as reported in the last issue, was 
confined to his bed having injured his back, is I am 
very pleased to say now' able to get about w ith the aid 
o f two sticks. W hen I visited him  ju st recently he 
gave me a pleasant surprise by escorting m e from  his 
front gate into his hom e and then seeing m e off 
when I left. A lthough I think I could give him 
yards start in 100 and still beat him , it was great to 
him  on his feet, and I am sure w ith  the D ie-H ards 
spirit that makes him  so determ ined to walk, it w on ’t 
be long before he will be g iv in g m e 99 yards start. 
Bob H adley, another m em ber w ho cannot get about 
m uch, m anaged to attend som e o f the functions which 
have been laid on by the Association and I am sure, 
that i f  his bellow s w ould allow' it, he’d be seeing more 
o f him  at our C lu b  nights. L e n  J o h n s o n
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