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OUR NEW DEPUTY COLONEL

Col. A . S. J. de S . C layton, d l , was appointed 
D epu ty Colonel (M iddlesex), T h e  Q ueen ’s Regim ent, 
w ith  effect from  M ay 12, 1970, on the resignation of 
M ajor-G eneral C . M . M . M an, c b , o b e , m c , an­
nounced in the M ay issue o f  this Newsletter.

C ol. C layton  started his m ilitary career as a 
m em ber of the C am bridge U niversity O T C  whilst 
an undergraduate at C h rist’s C ollege. H e was 
granted a Regular C om m ission in the R egim ent in 
A u gu st 1935 and was posted to the 2nd Battalion as 
a S econd-L ieutenant. H e served w ith  that Battalion 
at Portsm outh and G osport and, w hen it was on 
active service, w ith  the B E F  in France.

In 1942 he took part in the operations in M adagas-

•  car and was Principal M ilitary L an d in g O fficer for 
those operations. L a ter that year he joined the 
M ovem ent staff in Burm a and India and, in S ep ­
tem ber 1944, he was appointed to the im portant post 
o f  D epu ty  D irector (M ovem ents) C om bined O p er­
ations w ith  the tem porary rank o f C olonel. In this 
appointm ent he had m uch to do w ith  the pre­
lim inary arrangem ents for the intended invasion of 
M alaysia, w hich was called off when the Japanese 
surrendered.

In January 1947 after his return to the U nited 
K ingdom  he was A A  &  Q M Q  at H eadquarters, 

^^®mbined Operations, until A pril 1948 when he 
relieved C ol. M ervyn  C raw ford as O fficer C o m ­
m anding T h e  D epot. H is period o f  com m and at 
M ill H ill w as short-lived for in O ctob er 1948 he was 
selected to attend a course at the Joint Sendees Staff 
College. O n com pletion o f  this course he was 
posted to the 1st Battalion and served as a Com pany 
C om m ander and later as Battalion Second-in- 
Com m and in H ong K o n g  and K orea until O ctober

1951 when he was posted to Q  (M ovem ents) Logistics 
D ivision  o f S H A P E  w ith the tem porary rank o f 
Colonel.

O n  com pletion o f his appointm ent at S H A P E  he 
returned to regim ental d uty and served w ith the 1st 
Battalion in Austria until O ctober 1955 when he was 
selected to com m and the H ong K o n g  R egim ent 
(T h e  Volunteers). H e com pleted his period of 
com m and in February 1958 when he retired and was 
appointed Secretary o f the M iddlesex T  &  A F A , a 
post w hich he held w ith  m uch success until A p ril 1, 
1968, when, on the reorganisation o f the T erritoria l 
A rm y, he becam e Secretary o f the East A nglian  
T A  &  V R  Association.

H e was appointed a D epu ty  Lieutenant for the 
C ou n ty  o f M iddlesex in June 1961 and is now  
a D epu ty  Lieutenant for G reater London.

Free Newsletters
T h e  Editor wishes to thank M r. A . Bailey, M ajor

C . F. C arvell, M r. T .  F. C hristm an, M r. R. J. C ub itt, 
M r. L . M . D yer, C apt. F. K . G ladden, C apt. O . G . 
Johnson, M r. P. M aloney, Sgt. J. L . M eacock, 
M ajor G . G . Parr-H ead, C ol. R. D . Sherbrooke- 
W alker, M ajor D . W atterson, M r. L . C . W est, M r.
F . E . W ookey and one m em ber, w ho wishes to remain 
anonym ous, for their generosity in paying extra 
subscriptions so that free copies o f  The Die-H ards 
Newsletter can be sent to deserving O ld  Com rades.



ALBUHERA DAY

A lb uh era D a y  this year w as celebrated regim entallv 
on Sunday, M a y  17, and, as usual, started w ith  a 
S ervice o f  Rem em brance held by kind perm ission of 
L t.-C o l. L . P. Bennett, R E , O fficer C om m anding 
T h e  H om e Postal and C ourier Com m unications 
D epot, R E , in the G arrison Chapel, at Inglis 
Barracks, M ill H ill.

A fte r  the service C ol. C layton, the new ly appointed 
D e p u ty  Colonel (M iddlesex) T h e  Q ueen ’s Regim ent, 
laid a w reath at the Regim ental W ar M em orial, and 
then inspected the detachm ents o f serving soldiers

from  4th Battalion T h e  Q ueen’s R egim ent and the 
O ld Com rades before taking the salute at the march 
past.

T h e  parade over, most, if  not all, w ho took p ^ P  
m ade their w ay to Deansbrook Road where the usual 
reunion took place.

W e w ere particularly glad to w elcom e on this great 
regim ental occasion four o f our In Pensioners from  
the Royal H ospital, Chelsea, nam ely Sgt. W . C . 
H eavens, I/P Joe Packer (aged 91), a veteran of 
Spion K o p, I/P C on Sullivan and I/P F. W . W orton.

Col. A . S . J . de S . Clayton, our nezv Deputy 
Colonel, inspecting the detachment o f O ld  Comrades 
after the service.
The Deputy Colonel and L t.-C o l. K . J .  Carter, 
the last C O  of the 1st Battalion, with the oldest,
J IP  Joe Packer (91 years), and the youngest, Cpl. 
Godfrey (21 years) to attend the Parade.
The Deputy Colonel inspecting the detachment 
(commanded by Capt. (now M ajor) P . J . Gybbon- 
Monypenny) from  4 Queen's, who were attending 
their last Albuhera Parade before disbandment of  
the Battalion.
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DUNKIRK REVISITED
D unkirk slept in the July sunshine as the British 

Legion  coaches drove into the old seaport, for in 
France the shops stay firm ly shuttered for tw o hours 
from  12 noon. T h e  streets were quiet and deserted, 
providing a striking contrast to the town when I last 
saw it on June 1, 1940.

T h ere  were about 70 o f us, including w ives and 
families, breaking our holiday at Blankenbergh in 

¿■ fcium  to pay our respects at the British cem etery. 
S S fr  road lay through Oostdunkerke, where the head­
quarters o f the 1/7th Battalion spent three uneasy 
days before the final dram a o f  the beaches. T h e  
place has changed beyond recognition and blocks of 
high-rise flats now  overlook the N orth  Sea where 
before there w ere only scattered houses behind the 
ubiquitous sand dunes.

A t D unkirk (the name means “ the church on the 
dunes” ) w e saw the historic harbour w here thousands 
o f  servicem en passed to hom e and safety over a 
flim sy w ooden jetty . T h e  cem etery, at the rear of

•  the tow n, is im m aculately maintained b y  the Im perial 
W ar G raves Com m ission. A  mem orial arch con­
taining an etched w indow  depicting the battle o f the 
beaches com m ands a view  o f a neatly kept lawn w ith 
colum ns o f inscribed tablets, classified b y  corps or 
regim ent. T h e  cem etery itself is adjacent, w ith 
hundreds o f  identical headstones grow ing in ranks of

m ilitary precision in beds o f roses and other flowers. 
T h e  indigenous red Flanders poppy seems to be an 
alm ost extinct species, though I did see a few 
grow ing b y  a tram -track near Ostend.

T h e  British Legion  had gone prepared and four 
local standards w ere carried to the steps o f  the arch. 
T h e y  belonged to the H ornsey, M usw ell H ill and 
Totten h am  branches and to the w om en’s section of 
the M u sw ell H ill branch. T h e  F M C  (Association 
o f  Belgian ex-Servicem en) had sent a standard- 
bearer w ith  us. T h e  flags dipped in hom age as the 
words o f the L egion  ritual w ere spoken and wreaths 
o f poppies w ere laid b y  the three branches.

D u nkirk  had not awakened from  its m idday nap 
when w e recrossed the frontier to picnic on the sands 
o f L a  Panne, w here the i/7th Battalion spent a last 
night o f concentrated bom bardm ent before tryin g  its 
luck on the sands. W here w eary boots once trudged, 
the prom enade was b right w ith  the aw nings o f  the 
cafes and the beach was in full cry  w ith  bathers and 
baskers. O n ly  the pow dery sand from  the dunes 
remained im m utable, infiltrating the sandwiches as 
it did the iron rations 30 years ago.

S t a n  C o l e

(W e are grateful for this interesting little article 
w ritten b y  a m em ber o f the H ornsey and Enfield 
Branch o f the Regim ental A ssociation.— Editor)

Regimental Museum
C u ra to r: M a j. R . W . J .  S m ith , M B E , T A  &  V R  Centre Deansbrook Road, Edgeware, M iddlesex.

T h e  follow ing are recent acquisitions to  the 
m useum :

M edals o f M ajor-G eneral S ir C . P. A m yatt H ull,
KCB.

Fram ed Photograph o f  M ajor-G en eral S ir  C . P.
A m yatt H ull, k c b .

Fram ed picture and Sports M edals, etc. o f  9th
(T A ) Battalion.

•̂
^ M E D A L S  OF M AJOR-GENERAL SIR C. P . A M Y A T T  H U LL, 

KCB.

T h is  group o f decorations and m edals consists of 
the breast star and neck badge o f  T h e  M ost H onour­
able O rd er o f  the Bath, the Q ueen ’s South A frican 
W ar M edal w ith  clasps “ C ape C o lo n y” , “ T u ge la  
H eights”  and “ R elief o f  L a d ysm ith ” , the 1914 star 
and clasp, British W ar M edal, V icto ry  M edal w ith  
O ak L eaf, T h e  Russian O rder o f  St. V ladim ir 4th 
Class, French C roix  de G u erre 19 14 -17  w ith  palm  

and French C roix  de G u erre  1914-18  w ith  palm  
G eneral H ull w ill be rem em bered in the 

regim ent as the C om m anding O fficer o f  the 4th 
Battalion at the Battle o f  M ons and the subsequent 
Retreat from  M ons when his soldierly ability  and 
leadership not only sustained the spirits o f  the 
D ie-H ards but also the rem ainder o f the troops in 
8th Infantry Brigade o f the 3rd D ivision. T h e  
soldiers o f  the Territorial Force serving w ith  the 7th 
and 8th Battalions (T F )  also rem em ber him  w ith

pride and gratitude as the D ivisional C om m ander of 
56th (L ondon) D ivision in w hich they served w ith  
th e 167th Brigade.

Presented by his son, Field-M arshal S ir  Richard 
H ull, G C B , D S O , M A , L L D .

FRAMED PHOTOGRAPH OF M AJOR-GENERAL SIR C . P. 

A M Y A T T  H U LL, KCB

T h e  photograph is o f G eneral H ull when C o m ­
m anding Officer o f the 4th Battalion, T h e  D u ke o f 
C am b ridge’s O w n  (M iddlesex R egim ent) at D evon - 
port, 1914, prior to the outbreak o f  war. T h e  
photograph was taken at R aglan Barracks and shows 
him  in service dress uniform  and m ounted on his 
charger.

Presented by his groom, M r. G . J .  Sm ith, M M .

FRAMED PICTU RE AN D SPORTS M EDALS, E TC. O F 9TH  

(t a )  BATTALIO N

T h e  picture shows the i/9th Battalion, w earing 
tropical uniform  w hen stationed at D inapore, India, 
1916, w hen the donor was serving under the com m and 
o f L t.-C o l. J. L . B lum feld, t d , th e Battalion being 
part o f  the 44th D ivision.

T h e  10 m edals include those for prowess in sports 
and rifle m arksm anship, the obverse o f  som e b eing a 
replica o f the splendid M idd lesex  Justices Shield, 
w hich  was recently on display during the exhibition 
o f regim ental relics at C hurch  Farm  H ouse M useum , 
H endon.

Presented by M ajor Henry Sherzvood, T D .
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REGIM ENTAL DERBY SWEEPSTAKE 1970

T h e  D erby sweepstake organised by the Regim ental 
Association in aid o f  their Charitable Fund was again 
w ell supported this year.

T h e  receipts from  the sale o f tickets and the 
distribution o f prize m oney w ere as follows:

R e c e ip ts  a n d  E x p e n d itu re
£  s d

Received from  the sale o f tickets and
donations 165 o

Less
Printing and stationery' £ 19  n  o
Postage £2 11 o
Registration fee £1  5 °  23 7 o

Available fo r  distribution £ 14 1 13 4

D istr ib u tio n
£

Association Charitable Fund
(50 %  o f net proceeds) 70 16 8

Prize money
1 st Prize (20%  of net p ro ce e d s)- ,^ 8 6 8 
2nd Prize ( 1 5 %  „  „  )~ £ zi  5 o
3rd Prize (1 0 %  „  „  K 1 4  3 4
O ther horses drawn (5 %  o f 
net proceeds)— 6 at 10/2 and
8 at 10/1 - £ y  1 8  70 16 8

T o ta l £ 14 1 13 4

T h e  follow ing w ere the winners o f  the 1st, 2nd, 
and 3rd prizes:
1 st M r. W . C . Perkes, 82 C aw dor C rescent,

H anwell, W 7.
2nd M . Em bassy C lub , c/o Captain T .  D . Jones,

D eynecourt, H arrow  Park, H arrow -on-the-
H ill, M iddlesex.

3rd M rs. V . H utchins, 2 M ead Close, H arrow
W eald, M iddlesex.

T h e  above items presented to the m useum , as w ith 
our other recent exhibits, w ill soon be on view  to the 
num erous visitors o f all ages w ho call at Bruce C astle 
to see the tw o m useum s. In addition to the R egi­
mental m useum  there is also a most interesting 
collection o f  the early days o f the Postal Service. 
S ir  Row land H ill, the reform er w ho advocated the 
penny post, lived in the b uilding after he and his 
brother b ought it in 1827 and m any references are 
to b e found there.

N o t only the old, but the you n g and very young, 
visit the m useum  in their scores. A t tim es there are 
as m any as 50 children in the rooms. T h is  is 
especially so when the teachers bring their classes for 
a short address follow ed b y  the youngsters view ing 
the collections. Pride in the county, and in the 
D ie-H ards, their county regim ent, is obvious by the 
queries put b y the children. In m any cases their 
fathers and grandfathers and som etim es great­
grandfathers have served in the regim ent, the area 
always having been a good recruiting ground for both 
the R egular and Territorial Battalions.

O n M a y  13 last, the C urator addressed 30 boys 
and girls telling them  a little o f our glorious history. 
T h e y  w ere pupils from  N orth  H aringay Prim ary 
School in Falkland Road, H ornsey. A t  the end of 
the afternoon a bright you n g lad, whose father had 
won the M ilitary' M edal, gave M ajor Sm ith an 
envelope in w hich there w ere ten shillings and the 
follow ing verse:
D ear M ajor Sm ith,

The O ld  57 th 
The lads were raised in M iddlesex,
Where M oselle meets the Lea.
A n d  Lea meets Thames and all o f them,
R oll onward to the sea.
They' marched and drilled on village greens,
A n d  meadows drenched in sun.
The ale was cheap, the wenches kind 
A n d  soldiering zcas fun.

B u t then at last befell the fa tefu l day 
When sounding bugles called them fa r  away,
Over the hills and over the M ain,
To Flanders, Portugal and Spain.
They marched, and trudged and fought with will 
A n d  died, in rank on Albuhera’s blood drenched hill.

The years roll on. The old gives way to new.
The “ Diehards”  are no more. What Soult had failed  
to do
On Albuhera’s ridge, with thirty thousand men,
One pallid clerk has done, with stroke of subtle pen. 
The “ Diehards’ ’ are no more, but still their fam e inspires 
The lads of M iddlesex and bordering shires.

A n d  when doubts arise, to vex their schoolboy lives, 
They rally to the call “ Steady the Drums and Fifes” . 
A n d  when in later years life hedges them about,
They gain courage to endure from  Inglis’ dying shout.

A n d so, in gratitude, we offer this donation,
To the “ O ld  Diehards”  from  England’s younger 
generation.
Our thanks, S ir, fo r  a pleasant day.

Yours truly,
The children o f North Haringay. 

T h e  C urato r w ent hom e that evening as happy a 
man as was to be found in the length and breadth 
o f  the land.

R E G IM E N T A L  G O O D S

T h e  follow ing Regim ental goods are available:

Details Each  
£  s. d.

Ah trays, glass crested 
Bsdges, blazer

5  0
i 10 0

Badges, car 2 2 6
Badges, O C A 3 0
C ravats, Regim ental (old pattern) T erylen e 1 9 0
C ravats, Regim ental (new pattern) T erylen e  
K e y  fobs, black or maroon background

1 9 0
4 0

T ie s , Regim ental (old pattern) T ery le n e 9 6
T ie s , Regim ental (new pattern) T erylen e  . . 9 6
T ie s , Regim ental (new pattern) S ilk . . 16 0
T ie s , O fficers’ C lub 16 0
T ie s , M idd lesex Association, Silk 18 6
T ie s , Q ueen's R egim ent, T erylen e
H eraldic Shields, M iddlesex Regim ent 
Books, “ Diehards in the G reat W ar”

i 1
(V ols. 1 and 2)

B oth vols.— C loth  cover 1 0 0
B oth vols.— Paper back IS 0

Print, “ Stead y the D rum s and F ifes”  (coloured) i i  0

Postage has been included in the cost o f goods. 
Cheques/Postal Orders should be m ade payable 

to “ T h e  M iddlesex Regim ental A ssociation” .

A

PERSONAL JOTTINGS

In a letter received recently that great Regimental 
and A rm y footballer e x -R S M  “ Jock”  Anderson, 
sent his rem em brances to all his old comrades.

H e has been in hospital for an operation on his 
eyes (cataract), and w e are pleased to be able to report 
that all has gone well.

^ W e  are sorry that Capt. H arry Barstow who, 
during his com paratively short service w ith  the 
Regim ent, m ade a name for h im self as an A rm y 
rugger player, retired from  the A ctive List on M ay 
20 last.

W e  w ish him  the best o f luck and trust he will 
keep in touch.

O n a recent visit to  the Rear Party o f  4th Battalion 
T h e  Q ueen ’s Regim ent at K nook Cam p near 
W arm inster w e w ere pleasantly surprised to m eet 
ex-C pl. A . Bennett (6206903) who, at the outbreak

•  o f the 1939-45 war, was the C om pany C lerk  of 
“ A ”  C om pany, 2/8th Battalion. H e now  has a shop 
in H eytesbu ry and is doing well.

H e intends to keep in touch w ith  the Regiment 
and, in order to help him  do so, he has becom e a 
regular reader o f  The Die-H ards Newsletter.

T h o se  w ho know  C ol. Barros de Botelho, “ Bots” , 
as he is affectionately called, w ill be interested to hear 
that he w as the m anager o f  the H ong K o n g  bowls 
team, w ho w on a gold m edal at the British C om m on­
wealth G am es held recently in Edinburgh.

“ B ots” , w ho is an honorary m em ber o f the 
O fficers’ C lub , was S econd-in-Com m and when 
Col. A ym ar C layton  com m anded the H ong K o n g 
R egim ent (the Volunteers), and is now  their H onorary 
Colonel.

In a recent letter “ P ip”  C onnor, w ho won the 
M ilitary  M edal w hilst serving w ith  the 21st (Service) 
Battalion during the 1914-18 w ar and now  lives in 
the land o f the M aple Leaf, sent his best wishes to 
all D ie-H ards.

•  M ajor H arold C ouch, the form er Com m ander of 
“ D ”  (M iddlesex) C om pany o f 5th (Volunteer) 
Battalion T h e  Q ueen ’s Regim ent, has now been 
transferred to the T erritoria l and A rm y V olunteer 
Reserve in his present rank w ith  seniority from  
July 6, 1965.

T h e  engagem ent was announced in The Times of 
June 9 last between G u y, the you nger son o f C ol. 
and M rs. M ervyn  C raw ford , and M aud, younger 
daughter o f  S ir  Charles Richm ond Brow n, b t ,

#onely W oods, Falm oor, Y ork, and M rs. C . K . 
hlay, W est A rd h u  D ervaig, T ob erm ory , Isle of 
M ull.

E x-P te. L . M . (“ D ead ly” ) D y er, a form er stalwart 
o f  “ B ”  Com pany, 2/8th Battalion, writes a cheerful 
letter from  M alaw i, where he has for some tim e been 
teaching at the Lilongw e T ech n ica l School. H e 
appears to be enjoying his w ork thoroughly and sends 
his best wishes to all his old com rades.

C ongratulations to W O i (R S M ) M ichael Eastap 
(22229443) on being granted a Short Service C o m ­
mission w ith  seniority as a Lieutenant from  June 9,
1970.

W e w ere very sorry indeed to hear o f the m is­
fortune w hich befell ex-Sgt. Stan Edge, d c m , that 
indefatigable H onorary S ecretary o f the 1 /7th 
Battalion (1914-18) O C A . O n the very last day o f 
a wonderful holiday in Britanny his w ife caught her 
foot in an obstruction in a pavem ent and fractured 
her leg. A fter considerable difficulty and expense 
Stan m anaged to get his w ife back home, w here we 
are glad to  know that she has m ade very satisfactory 
progress.

A  w elcom e visitor to the C ou n ty  Office at Edgw are 
recently was W O 2 (R Q M S ) R. Ford (22812279), 
now  serving w ith  2nd Battalion T h e  Q u een ’s 
Regim ent in N orthern Ireland, and shortly to 
becom e R S M  o f 3rd Battalion T h e  R oyal A nglian 
Regim ent at Aldershot.

H e is still a keen golfer and has played for the 
A rm y in N orthern Ireland.

A t C hurch  End, Finchley, recently our E ditor m et 
quite b y chance ex-Pte. J. Freedm an (6211590), o f 
“ A ”  C om pany, 2/8th Battalion, w ho was one o f  the 
Battalion barbers in N orthern Ireland. H e now

H illings f t f .

FLORISTS

I r  lo  tue ri, f i l a n t i ,  etc.

MEMBERS o f INTERFLORA

(F lo  wers b y wire, 

any time and  any­

where throughout 

the world)

Phone: M ILL HILL 1387

145 BROADWAY, MILL HILL, N.W.7
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E x -S g t. T ic h  Freem an (6209932) w ho served in 
the M M G  C om pany o f “ C ”  G rou p  2/7th Battalion 
in N orth A frica  and Italy, sends his greetings to all 
D ie-H ards.

C apt. Bill G am er, one o f  the few  rem aining 3rd 
Battalion officers, w rites from  Som erset to say how 
m uch he appreciates getting news o f  the old Regim ent 
through the m edium  o f  The Die-H ards Newsletter.

E x-Pte. P. E. G ates (22950093), w ho joined the 
Regim ent from  the B oys’ Infantry- Battalion in 1955 
and served in “ C ”  C om pany, 1st Battalion until he 
was discharged in S eptem ber 1958, is now  living in 
South Australia and wishes to join  the Regim ental 
Association.

In June Sergeant o f In Pensioners W . C . H eavens 
w as one o f  a party o f C helsea Pensioners w ho went 
on a m ost enjoyable visit to G uernsey. T h ere  he 
m et L t.-C o l. Ernest Shanks, w ho has been an 
im portant official on the island for som e years. In 
a letter o f  thanks for the w-onderful tim e he had Sgt. 
H eavens expressed his delight in no uncertain terms 
w hen he found that the C olonel, w hom  he had never 
before m et, was w earing a R egim ental tie.

lives in F inchley and proposes to start up in business 
again as a barber very shortly.

C apt John G errard, a form er officer o f  the 1st 
Battalion, w ho gained a v ery  w ell-earned M ilitary 
Cross during operations in N W  Europe, is now  a 
D epu ty  A ssistant Com m issioner in the M etropolitan 
P olice and stationed at N e w  Scotland Y ard. In his 
present post, to w hich he was prom oted last February-, 
he is responsible, inter alia, for dealing w ith  the m any 
dem onstrations, etc. in the L ondon area w ith  w hich 
the M etropolitan Police have to cope these days.

C apt. Frank G ladden is one o f ou r regular corres­
pondents and keeps in close touch.

W e congratulate him  on passing the A rm y Inter­
preters’ Exam ination last February' as an interpreter 
in Russian— no easy feat.

M ajor F red  G riffiths w rites a cheery letter from  
Barnstaple w here he has lived since his retirem ent 
from  the A ctiv e  L ist. A s  he could not face office 
w ork he branched out on his ow n doing decorating 
and household m aintenance. H e finds it most 
interesting w ork renovating old houses and patching 
up new  ones.

M ajor M ik e H ayw ard was m ade a M em b er o f the 
M ilitary  D ivision  o f  the M ost Excellent O rd er o f the 
B ritish  Em pire (M B E ) in the Q u een ’s B irthday 
H onours L ist this year. H eartiest congratulations!

C ontact has recently been established w ith  ex-Pte. 
W . R. (“ B um py” ) H ills (670050), w ho was in “ C ”  
C om pany, 1st Battalion, and later a prisoner o f war 
after the fall o f H ong K ong. H e now  resides at 
Exm outh  in D evon and is very pleased indeed to have 
got in to-ich w ith  old friends again.

B y  courtesy o f  the D aily  Record

B y  courtesy o f the Dundee Courier

O n M ay 28 last at B lair Castle, M ajor-G eneral 
Christopher M an, w ho is deputy factor o f the D uke 
o f  A th o ll’s Perthshire estate, was one o f  11 new 
recruits to be enlisted as a Private in the A tholl 
H ighlanders, the D u ke’s private arm y. T h is  is the 
only private arm y allowed in G reat Britain and 
perm ission to have it was given to the sixth duke as 
the result o f a favour he did  for Queen Victoria.

O u r pictures o f Pte. M an, A tholl H ighlanders, 
were taken on the parade on M a y  28.
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M ajor John L ofting, the last A djutant o f the 
D epot the Q u een ’s Regim ent, retired from  the A ctive 
List on July 2, 1970.

W e w ish him  the best o f  luck in his new civilian 
em ploym ent, w hich w e hope will not interfere unduly 
with  his cricketing activities.

C ongratulations to M ajor John M oore on his 
prom otion to Lieutenant-Colonel w ith  effect from  
June 30, 1970, and also to C apt. Peter G yb bon - 
■ lonypenny on his prom otion to M ajor w ith  effect 
K > m  M arch  1, 1970.

C /Sgt. A . N icholson (19039445) recently wrote to 
let us know that he has now  most reluctantly retired 
from the Service and is at present em ployed by the 
B F E S  in H erford, W est G erm any, where he has a 
com fortable little flat, to w hich he w ould welcom e 
a visit from  any D ie-H ard, past or present.

In sending his best wishes to all D ie-H ards he has 
asked that his congratulations be conveyed through 
the m edium  o f The Newsletter to Sgt. Frank O ’Rawe, 
whose success in w inning the A rm y Lightw eight 
Boxing C ham pionship this year was reported in our 
last issue.

W e send our congratulations and best wishes to 
C apt. and M rs. Ram say on being elected the D epu ty  
L o rd  M ayor and L a d y M ayoress o f  the C ity  o f 
W estm inster this year.

CORRESPONDENCE

From : C apt. T .  F . G . Carless, m c

Layer Cottage, 
Langham , 
C olchester, Essex 
22 M ay  ’70.

T h e  Editor,
The Die-H ards Newsletter.
D ear C ol. W alden,

I thought you  m ight be interested to  know- that as 
a result o f the regim ental Newsletter three m embers 
o f the 17th M iddlesex renewed contact after over 50 
years.

O ne, an old friend o f yours, Freddie N u n n  (83), 
N o. 2 was Spencer Parker (73) w ho had been one o f 
Freddie’s platoon com m anders, and N o . 3 was yours 
tru ly (72), last A djutant o f  the 17th. It was most 
interesting to find out how  m uch w-e rem em bered and 
how  m uch w e had forgotten.

T h e  item  in the Newsletter that brought this about 
was you r reference to a spritely 80-year-old Freddie, 
you  kindly readdressed a letter from  me to him , and 
he, being in regular contact w ith  Parker, w ho lives at 
M ildenhall, gave m e his address and w e all m et for 
lunch.

So long m ay the Nezosletter continue.
Y ou rs sincerely,

T .  F . G . C a r l e s s

Ex-Pte. Ernie J. Stebb in g (6769309), a pre-w ar 
veteran w ho served for fourteen years w ith  the 2nd 
Battalion and is now  Chairm an o f  the Bures and 
D istrict Branch o f the British Legion, sends his 
sincere good wishes to all D ie-H ards.

T h e  request m ade in the “ Personal Jottings”  of 
ou r M a y  issue for news o f anyone w ho was serving 
w ith  ex-C /Sgt. L . W . T a y lo r  (6203993) in “ B ” 
C om pany o f the 2nd Battalion brought a prom pt 
reply from  ex-Pte. T .  D . K now les (14404863) who 
sent a photograph taken at Fayid  in 1945 or 1946, 
show ing the G uard  Room  and C om pany designation 
board.

N otification has ju st been officially received that 
Col. R ex W aller retired on retired pay on February 6 

^ ^ t .  S ince his retirem ent he has taken up an 
^ P)pointm ent w ith  the N ational T ru s t  at W addesdon 

M anor, A ylesb ury, Bucks.

T h e  latest ex-m em ber o f the Regim ent to gain 
admission to the Star and G arter H om e for D isabled 
Sailors, Soldiers and A irm en at Richm ond is ex-Pte. 
R . S. W a y  w ho, on transfer from  the 3/19th London 
R egim ent, served as a D ie-H ard  from  1918 to 1923.

O F F IC E R S ’ C L U B  D IN N E R  1970

T h e  Officers’ C lu b  D inner this year was held at 
the U nited Service C lub , Pall M all, S W i,  on Friday, 
June 5.

C ol. A . S. J. de S. C layton  presided and the guest 
o f the evening was M ajor-G eneral J. B. S loane, late 
T h e  A rgy ll and Sutherland H ighlanders.

O thers present were:

A nother old D ie-H ard  living at Portsm outh, with 
w hom  w e have got in touch through the good offices 
o f M r. N oel Peters (PS/1841), an energetic m em ber 
o f the Portsm outh and G osport Branch, is ex-Pte. 
W . L . W alker (L/14642), an O ld  C ontem ptible who 
was serving w ith  the 4th Battalion in 1914.

L t.-G en e ra l G . C . Bucknall 
C ol. I. H . B attye 
C ol. I. D . B rotherton 
C ol. 1. R . Burrows 
C ol. W . D . Ellis 
C ol. D . C . L .  N o ld a 
C ol. J. W . G . O rm iston 
C ol. D . B. R endell 
C ol. F . W alden 
L t.-C o l. K . J. C arter 
L t.-C o l. T .  W . C h attey  
L t.-C o l. G . L .  F ox 
L t.-C o l. J. D . G u n n ell 
L t.-C o l. P. J. H all 
L t.-C o l. R . D . H utchings 
L t.-C o l. B. H . M arciandi 
T h e  R ev P. L . Pearce G ou ld  
L t.-C o l. B. A . M . Pielow
M a
M a
M a
M a
M a
M a
M a
M a
M a
M a

M . J. Beaum ont 
or R. M . C ain  
or J. G . C hiverall 
or H . E. C ou ch

G . A . C rum ley 
or R. J. P. C um m ins 
or P. D onovan 

R. D . Fish er 
or H . K . H ardcastle 
or G . H artley

M ajor S . L .  J. H enshaw  
M ajor J. M . H ew son 
M ajor C . L .  Law ren ce 
M ajor I. M . E . L lo yd  
M ajor J. G . L o ftin g  
M ajo r P. D . H . M arshall 
M iyo r F . J. M illard  
M ajor M . L .  M uirh ead 
M a jo r L . F . E . N ich olls 
M ajor G . G . N orton  
M ajor J. S . B. Pollard 
M ajor L . F. Sh aw  
M ajor R. W . J. Sm ith  
M a jo r M . W ild  
C ap t. M . J. Ball 
C ap t. S . de M . E nthoven 
C ap t. G . G o rin g  
C ap t. R . H . G rah am  
C ap t. A . F . H ill 
C ap t. D . J. M argand 
C ap t. P. F. M u rray 
C ap t. R . G . V aisey 
L t. R. N . C o lb o u m e  
L t. E . G . G raham  
L t. C . J. C . G ro bel 
L t . D . C . F. G o u d a 
L t . P . G . T ru m an
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O B I T U A R Y

It is w ith  m uch regret that w e have to announce
that the follow ing have died:

A m i s  O n  July i ,  1970, M ajor Ivan Roll A m is aged 
70. A fter the 1914-18  war, in w hich he was just 
too young to serve, he got a com m ission as soon as 
recruitm ent in the T A  was reopened and served in 
the L ondon Rifle Brigade from  1921 to 1927 when 
he left to get m arried. H e rejoined the T A  in 
1936 and served w ith  the 9th Battalion until 1943 
w hen, due to ill-health, he had to leave the Service. 
H e thereupon joined the C iv il D efence as a fire- 
w atcher. In 1952. when the H om e G uard  was 
reconstituted, he was appointed a Com pany 
Com m ander w ith  the rank o f  M ajor, and remained 
so until the final disbandm ent o f the H om e G uard.

B a r r e l l — O n July 25, 1970, ex-Pte. A llan Barrell 
(T F/3192) aged 71 . H e answered the call to arms 
on the outbreak o f  war in A u gu st 1914, and joined 
the 2/7th Battalion. S hortly afterw ards he was 
posted to the i/7th Battalion and served w ith  that 
Battalion in G ibraltar in 1914 and in France in
1915. H e was only 15 years o f  age when he left 
England and 19 when the war ended. H e m ust, 
therefore, have been one o f  the youngest D ie- 
H ards to serve in the line in France.

In 1940 he im m ediately answered the call for 
seamen to evacuate the B E F  from  the D unkirk 
beaches, b ringing hom e m any o f  ou r soldiers on 
the m any trips he m ade in his ow n small m otor 
boat.

B e c k e r  O n A pril 30, 1 9 7 0 , ex-Sgt. Frank Becker 
( L / i3 ^ 9 )  aged 7 7 .  In his you nger days he was 
an excellent rifle shot and signaller in the 2nd 
Battalion. A fter recovering from  w ounds received 
at the Battle o f  N eu ve Chapelle on M arch  10, 1915, 
he was posted to the new ly-form ed M achine G un 
C orps, and served w ith that C orps until the end 
o f  the war.

B o n n a m y — O n  M a y  6, 1970, C apt. S idney Reggie 
Bonnam v aged 73. In 1914-18 w ar he was one o f 
K itch en er’s A rm y w ho enlisted into the M iddlesex 
R egim ent. Joining the 1st Battalion in 1916 he 
was w ounded at H igh W ood on July 15, 1916, 
when the Battalion suffered 321 casualties, the 
com m and devolving on C apt. (now Lt.-G en eral)
G . C . Bucknall. H e again volunteered for service 
in 1940, being one o f  the original m em bers o f  the 
L D \  , later the H om e G uard. F or the greater 
part o f  the 1939-45 w ar he was the Liaison O fficer 
o f  12th Battalion M iddlesex H om e G uard.

D a l e — In July 1969, ex-Pt. Patrick D ennis D ale 
(24080817) aged 22. H e enlisted on February 1, 
1966, and was discharged on m edical grounds 
from  4th Battalion T h e  Q ueen ’s Regim ent in 
N o vem b er 1967. A fter his discharge he was 
never able to hold dow n a jo b  for any length of 
tim e due to his health. H e was finally admitted 
to hospital in N o vem b er 1968 suffering from 
leukaem ia from  w hich he eventually died.

F o s s e y — O n June 17, 1970, ex-C pl. Lem u el Roland 
Fossey, aged 89. H e enlisted into the Royal 
Fusiliers in M ay 1909 and transferred to our 7th 
Battalion in 1915, continuing his duties as a 
m edical orderly until he was h im self down-graded 
m edically, when he was posted to a L a b c ^ ^  
Com pany.

L e e t h a m — T h e  V ery Reverend C laude Richard 
Harbord Leetham , in Rome, aged 70. H e served 
as a young officer in the 5th (Special Reserve) 
Battalion on the G reat Lines, Chatham , in 1918 
and later went to the Royal A ir  Force. O n  leaving 
the Service he studied for the C hurch  and, in due 
course, becam e a most distinguished m em ber of 
the Rom an C atholic hierarchy. H e was president 
o f Ratcliffe C ollege, Leicestershire, from  1948 to 
1962 and Chairm an o f the C onference o f Catholic 
C olleges from  1954 to 1962. O n leaving Ratcliffe 
College he represented the H o ly  See on the 
Cultural C om m ittee o f the C ouncil o f Europe. In 
1965 he w ent to Am erica to take over the appoint­
m ent of L ectu rer to the M ou nt M ercy C ollege of 
the U niversity o f Pittsburgh. H e devoted a great 
deal o f tim e working for the negroes o f Pittsburgh.

N a s h — O n  June 19, 1970, ex-Pte. W illiam  Patrick 
N ash (6202329) aged 53. H e joined the Regiment 
in 1935, serving w ith  the 2nd Battalion at Ports­
m outh until 1937 when he was posted to the 1st 
Battalion. As a P O W  he was one o f the survivors 
o f the sinking o f  the Lisbon M arn, and returned 
hom e at the end o f the war, w hen he was placed 
on the Reserve. H e re-enlisted in 1947 and served 
for 12 m onths in Palestine w ith  the 2nd Battalion.

T ite— O n July 12, 1970, e x -R Q M S  V . A . T ite  
(TF/44 and TF/265008) aged 84. H e enrolled as 
a V olunteer in the 5th W est M iddlesex Rifle 
Volunteers in 1903. O n the form ation o f the 
T erritorial Force in A pril 1908 he transferred to 
the freshly nam ed unit, 9th Battalion, D u ke o f 
C am b ridge’s O w n (M iddlesex Regim ent). He 
was prom oted R Q M S  in 1912, and served w ith the 
9th Battalion in India and M esopotam ia, being 
discharged in February 1919. D u rin g the 1939-45 
w ar he again served his country as a m em ber of 
the L D V  and H om e G uard.

W a l l i s — O n  June 27, 1970, L t. Frank Vernon W allis 
aged 76. H e enlisted in 1915 and was com ­
m issioned in January 1918. H e was posted to t h ^  
23rd (Second Footballers) Battalion in M ay 1 9 1 V P  
and served w ith  that Battalion until dischargee! 
in 1919.

STOP PRESS
A s  we go to press news has been received that M r.

A . T od m an, late 9th Battalion, has died.
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ASSOCIATION NEWS

Secretary’s Notes

B e n e v o le n t  C a s e s
D u ring the period January 1, 1970, to A pril 30, 

1970, the sum o f £567 5s. od. was spent from  the 
Charitable Fund in m aking grants to 51 ex-m em bers 
o f the Regim ent, or their dependants.

^ ^ » n a tio n s — C h a r ita b le  F u n d
T h e  Secretary gratefully acknowledges donations 

to the Charitable Fund from  S ir M yles Abbott, 
M essrs. C . Baldry, E. D . M alcouroune, J. A . M ul- 
cahy, J. P. O sborn, R. H. H. Pawsey, H . C . Rose, 
A . V . Seam ark, L t.-C o l. E. P. Shanks, M essrs. A . W . 
Sharp, J. O . Taleen, H . W aller, and tw o m embers 
who wish to remain anonymous.

R e g im e n ta l  M e m o r ia l  in  St. P a u l ’s  C a th e d r a l
Since the last list o f  contributions was published 

in the M ay issue o f  The Die-H ards Newsletter

•  donations to the Regim ental M em orial in St. P au l’s 
Cathedral have been gratefu lly received and acknow ­
ledged from  H is W orship T h e  M ayor o f H illingdon 
(C ouncillor C . C . Rogers, jp), M rs. F. M . D onoghue, 
M rs. F. V . Parsons, M rs. W . H . W eallans and 
M ajor-G eneral S ir John W illoughby.

T h e  total o f donations, etc. received up to  June 30, 
1970, am ounted to £ 11,436 18s. 9d.

A n n u a l R e u n io n
T h e  Annual Reunion w ill again be held this year 

at Porchester H all, Q ueens w ay, London W 2, on 
Saturday, O ctober 3.

G e n e r a l  M e e t in g
T h e  A nnual G eneral M eeting o f the Regimental 

Association w ill be held at Porchester H all, Q ueens­
way, London W 2, on Saturday, O ctober 3, at 8 p.m .

D e r b y  O u tin g
A  total o f 45 m em bers and their relations and 

friends w ent by coach to the D e rb y  on June 3, 1970, 
and spent a most enjoyable tim e, w ith an excellent 
v iew  o f  the race from Tattenham  Corner.

T h is  outing appears to gain popularity each year. 
T h is  year the attendance had increased by 13.

B e lg ia n  O C A  in  G r e a t  B rita in
T h e  Association has taken part in tw o Parades 

organised b y  the Belgian O C A  in G reat Britain.
O n Sunday, M ay  3, a detachm ent w ith  our 

Standard was provided for the dedication o f the new 
Standard o f the N ational Federation o f the Veterans 
o f K in g  A lb ert I at the Belgian M em orial on the 
Em bankm ent opposite C leopatra’s N eedle.

O n Sunday, July 19, a detachm ent w ith  our 
ijkandard attended their Annual Parade on H orse 

^ ^ a a rd s  and w reath-laying cerem ony at the Cenotaph, 
w hen C ol. F. W alden laid a wreath on b ehalf o f the 
Association.

O n both occasions M ajor R. W . J. Sm ith  w as the 
D etachm ent Com m ander and M r. L . J. Johnson the 
Standard-Bearer.

P la y e r s ’ L e a g u e  M a tc h , L o rd s
A s  an innovation this year it was decided to take a

party to one o f  the Players’ League m atches at L o rd ’s, 
and that between M iddlesex and K en t on Sunday, 
July 5, being som ewhat o f  the nature o f a local derby, 
was selected.

A  total o f 14 availed them selves o f this opportunity 
and saw a very exciting m atch, w on b y  K en t in the 
last over o f  the day.

W ith the greatest help and co-operation from  M r.
C . F. Farley, a form er m em ber o f the i/7th Battalion 
now  on the staff o f the Secretan ', M C C , a box was 
reserved for our party from  w hich  w e had an excellent 
v iew  o f  the m atch in the m ost com fortable surround­
ings.

S u m m e r  O u tin g
B y popular request the sum m er outing this year 

was exactly the same as that arranged last year, 
nam ely, a visit to Bladon, the resting place o f the 
late S ir  W inston C hurchill, follow ed b y  a visit to 
B lenheim  Palace, W oodstock, and ending w ith  a river 
trip from  O xford to A bingdon.

A  total o f  61 m em bers and their relations and 
friends attended the outing this year, w hich  took place 
on Sunday, July 26. A lthough the w eather was 
none too good and not com parable w ith  the glorious 
day experienced last year, the rain held o ff for the 
m ain events o f the outing, w hich everyone enjoyed 
very m uch indeed.

P e t e r  M c R a e
& C O M P A N Y  L IM IT E D  

L ife  Assurance Consultants 

Insurance an d  M ortgage Brokers

BEACON ROAD, CROW BOROUGH, 
SU SSEX

Telephone: C R O W B O R O U G H  3284/5/6

Did you know  that besides protecting 

your family, life assurance can assist in 

other fields, such as education, house 

purchase, pension, and estate du ty? W e 

specialise in the needs of service person­

nel and w ou ld  be pleased to advise.

We make no charges

W e also hava departm ents specialising  

in other form s of general insurances 

w hich  are at your service



E A L IN G  B R A N C H
O n ce again I have to report the death o f two of 

ou r m em bers, nam ely, C apt. Bonnam y and D rum m er 
^ eom an, b oth  very old and respected m em bers of 
Ealing Branch.

D ru m m er Y eom an joined the 8th Battalion in 1912 
after being a m em ber o f  the C hurch  L ads Brigade 
and served w ith  the Battalion for som e years after 
the end o f the war. H e was on the staff o f St. 
Bernard s H ospital service. H e never missed a 
m eeting or any gathering o f the Association and we 
shall m iss him  greatly.

C apt. Bonnam y was a m em ber o f the old 2/8th but 
w e do not rem em ber m uch o f  him . In 1939-45 he 
served w ith  honour in the H om e G uard  at Ealing 
and was still living in the Borough w hen he died- 

W e  have had som e very good m eetings lately 
although the num ber o f  m em bers is going dow n at 
an alarm ing rate. W e all w ish that some o f  the later 
m em bers o f  Ealing T A  w ould com e along and help.

W e had the burglars in the A lb uhera Bar a few 
weeks ago and they “ pinched”  everything that was 
movable. G am es, glasses and lights w ent, so we 
have now  got to b uy a new outfit. B ut they left our 
ow n M em orial, w hich is the main thing.

O u r chairm an, M r. G . Ife, is entering the local 
hospital for an operation to  rem ove a “ ghooly” . 
W e wish him  w ell and a quick recovery.

A lso  w e have had a w edding in  the Branch. M r. 
Eddie N icholls, age 76, was m arried at Acton 
Register O ffice on June 27 to one o f  his old school 
friends. W e w ish them  m any years o f  happiness 
and good com pany.

I am getting on the m ove again and hope to m eet 
m y old friends in the near future.

Best wishes to all readers.
A l b e r t  W h i t e

H O R N S E Y  A N D  E N F IE L D  B R A N C H
Since our last letter w e had the pleasure o f  seeing 

ou r old friend R S M  “ R ocky”  K n igh t over here on 
holiday from  Canada. Both he and M rs. K night 
looked extrem ely w ell and w e w ere very glad that 
“ R o ck y”  appeared to have got over his previous stay 
in hospital. T h e y  have settled dow n very w ell over 
there but, o f course, w herever “ R o ck y”  is, he w ill 
still count the R egim ent and H ornsey as “ H om e” .

H e has his “ Regim ental C o m e r”  organised in his 
new hom e, w ith  m any rem inders o f  and from  all o f 
us, and you  can w ell im agine that his new  friends in 
Canada w ill q uickly get to know  as m uch about the 
M idd lesex Regim ent as w e k n ow !! H is holiday 
w as tim ed so that he could b e at H ornsey for the 
1/7 Battalion’s D in n er on A p ril 25, and I b elieve he 
is planning to m ake this a date bi-annually.

T h e  dinner, as usual, w as a great success and w ent 
on into the early hours, b ut w e w ere sorry to hear 
from  Brigadier Rackham  that his hom e had been 
b urgled, and our sym pathies w ent to both him  and 
M rs. Rackham  for the loss o f  m any item s o f senti­
mental value. O n  M a y  16, “ Our D ay” , a very 
successful dinner and dance was held at H ornsey for 
the 1st Battalion, their friends and relatives, and this 
again was w ell attended and thoroughly enjoyed. A  
very  nice gesture b y  B ert M ello r was a box of 
chocolates for each lady and a cigar for the gents.

M an y  o f  you  w ill have heard w ith  distress that 
G eneral M a n ’s w ife has had another set-back in 
health and w e w ish  her m ost sincerely a speedy

recovery and our good wishes are with them  both.
Finally, m ay I rem ind you— every W ednesday we 

m eet at H om sey— do please visit us.
Sincere wishes to you all,

L e s  H o s s l e n

PS. T h e  caterer at both the above dinners was the 
brother o f L en  Johnson (W O s and Sgts. Branch) 
and is to be congratulated and h ighly recom m ended.

M I L L  H I L L  B R A N C H
T h e  letter on m y table said, “ Please do your 

to let m e have som ething” . It was from  the E d it i ) ^  
to the Branch Secretary, w ho prom ptly passed it on 
to me. W ell, the last M ill H ill Branch notes were 
published in the A ugust, 1968, Regimental Newsletter, 
so I suppose a few paragraphs w ill not be amiss.

C ullin g  through the last notes published, I see the 
last chap to join  the branch was G eorge Y ou n g who 
served with our 3/9^  and 2/ioth T A  Battalions. 
Since then w e have w elcom ed to the club as members 
H enry Bale, 10th Battalion, M . Batten, 7th  Battalion]
A . Billingham , 2/8th, H arry Betties, 1st, C yril C ox,
1 st (H ong K ong), H arry Cross, 9th, W alter Charlton, 
4th, Pat D ecker, 2/7th, F. D andridge, 1st (H ong 
Kong), T ic h  Freem an, 2/7th, D . Francis, 1st (Korea),
P. Franklin, i/ jth ,  C /Sgt. F lynn, serving, Jeff 
H award, m m , i/7th, Jeep H anshaw, 1st (H on Kong), 
A lb ert H owes, 9th, B um py H ills, 1st (H ong Kong), 
Brian Jelley, 1st (K orea), Edw ard Jones, 1st, T im  
K irk, 4th, M ajor Bill L o vell, T e d  M oss, 1st (Korea),
W . M oreton, 1st, Bob M aile, 12th and 4th, J. 
M arshall, 17th, Jock M cK en zie , 1st, H enry O xley, 
23rd, L . Pratt, 2nd and 1 /8th, G . Pegram , 13th,
E. Prosser, 2nd, 1st and 4th, R. Pile, 1st (K orea), 
Sgt. Plum b, serving, N o el Peters, 16th and 23rd,
D . Reynolds, 16th, 17th and 24th, G . R obins, 1st 
(H ong K ong), D ick  Stokes, 2nd, A lb ert Seamark, 
i/ io th , D . Stavart, 2/9th and M G C , Ron Sm ith, 1st 
(H ong K ong), Pte M . Sm ith, serving, A . Sm ith, 1st 
and 1/7th, Sgt. T e rry , serving, L . W . T ay lo r, 2nd, 
G eorge W orm an, m m , i/7th, E. W ibrow , 2/8th, and 
S. W h itby, 1st (H ong K ong). In addition to the 
foregoing, w e have a num ber o f honorary m embers 
w ho served in various regim ents w ho have been 
garrisoned w ith  us in the past. A ll generations and 
all kinds o f battalions regular, territorial, special 
reserve, service and reserve are to be found at our 
gatherings, so, i f  ever any reader is near the D rill 
Hall in D eansbrook Road, Edgw are, during the 4  
evening o f  the last Saturday o f the m onth, rem em ber ^  
the call o f  the Salvation A rm y— “ Com e and jo in  us, 
com e and jo in  ou r happy b an d ” .

O ur m em bers, now  dom iciled in the C om m on ­
wealth and elsewhere, keep in contact, their letters 
bringing a ray o f sunshine during ou r dark, w intry 
months. O ne o f ou r m usicians, P. A bu rrow , is in 
South Africa, M ajor Dennis Binder, t d , is in 
W estern A ustralia, M ajor Johny Bull, m m , H ong 
K o n g, Pip  Connor, m m , O ntario, A lf  D anion, 
Tasm ania, P. Gillies, Zam bia, L t  -C ol. John M o o r ^ ^  
M uscat and due, I believe, to m ove to C a m b o d S ^  
after a spell in the U K , and L ennie T a y lo r  is in 
Sydney, where he has w hetted people’s appetites 
w ith  his special hom e-pickled onions, and is doing a 
roaring trade.

T h e  space allotted for a branch letter has now  run 
out. I m ust therefore leave it until ou r N ovem ber 
publication to continue the m ovem ent.

M a j o r  D i c k  S m i t h
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9th  B A T T A L IO N  B R A N C H
O ur A nnual D inner at the V ictory C lu b  on 

Albuhera D a y was successful. W e were honoured 
b y the President o f the Association, C ol. A . S. J. de 
S. C layton, and M rs. C layton, in accepting our 
invitation to dine w ith  us.

C ol. C layton  spoke o f the R egim ent and o f the 
Baptistry o f  St. Paul’s Cathedral and how it was his 
wish that it should be used in a practical manner, by 
introducing the children of the R egim ent into the 

J ^ ir c h .  T h e  Secretary o f the Association w ould be 
^ W y  pleased to help any ex-m em ber o f the Battalion 

w ho w ished to take the advantage o f having his 
children or children’s children baptised at the font.

It was announced at our Annual G eneral M eeting 
that the C om m ittee had decided to send a donation 
from our funds to the G urkha A ppeal Fund. T h e  
1/9th Battalion was closely associated w ith  the 
G urkha R egim ent on the Indian Frontier and in 
M esopotam ia during the 1914-18 war. I have noted, 
with pleasure, that other m em bers have also con­
tributed. T h e  story o f the plight o f the G urkhas

• has been told in the national newspapers.
O ur Annual D inner next year has been fixed for 

Saturday, M ay 22, at the same venue, T h e  V ictory 
C lub. T h e  C om m ittee hope for a better attendance 
than in previous years. Several o f the older m embers 
are now  dropping out on account o f  infirm ities and 
distance and it is hoped that the younger m embers 
will support this function. Indeed, this year brought 
new faces, particularly w ith  the ladies who served 
w ith the forces during the last war and w ere attached 
to the Battalion in its various roles. O u r thanks to 
them.

T h e  reason w hy w e are a w eek behind A lbuhera 
D ay, is that the Association hopes to hold an Albuhera 
Service o f Rem em brance at St. Paul’s Cathedral 
either on the previous Saturday the 15th or on 
Sunday the 16th. It w ould not be correct to bring 
too m any events into the same weekend. T h is  was 
proved this year.

I noticed in a current issue o f the T .V . Times that 
our w ell-know n A djutant o f form er years, S ir Brian 
H orrocks, is g iving a talk in the near future on that 
famous Londoner, the D u ke o f  W ellington. I hope 
all m em bers w ho can, w ill be very attentive that 
evening. B y the way, a visit to the W ellington 
m useum  at H yde Park C orner is w ell w orth it, 
despite the visit o f the crim inal w ho took som e of the 

^ ^ l a t e  D u k e ’s batons.
N ew s has been received that M r. A . T od m an, one 

o f our great stalwarts, has had to enter hospital. 
W e sincerely hope he w ill have a speedy recovery 
and b e w ith  us again in the very near future.

R. T .  M .
(As w e go to  press the sad news has been received 

that M r. A . T od m a n  has died.— Editor)

W O s. A N D  S G T S . B R A N C H

I am pleased to report that our m onthly m eetings 
are still being w ell patronised by m em bers and their 
guests. O f  late w e have seen the reappearance of 
faces that have, for some reason or other, been 
m issing for a while, and we sincerely hope that they, 
w ith  m any others, w ill continue to support our 
m onthly social evenings. T h e  support given to our 
m onthly raffles, especially by the ladies and m em bers 
w ho have so generously given som ething as a prize, 
has enabled us not on ly  to put a few  bob in the 
“ k itty” , but also to put on a free cheese buffet at 
each meeting.

W e w ere very pleased to see R ocky and M rs. 
K n igh t at our M ay m eeting, th ey b eing as I said in 
the last issue, in England on holiday. It was, I 
think, rather appropriate that M rs. R ocky should 
have won a prize in the raffle that evening. O u r 
best wishes to them  both in the land o f the maple 
leaf.

W e were also pleased to w elcom e at ou r June 
m eeting M r. G . G ow land who, w ith  his good lady, 
was introduced to and joined ou r branch b y  Les. 
H osslen. It is very pleasing to see m em bers not only 
bring along new m em bers but also guests. I only 
hope they enjoy the evening as m uch as I do.

A lb ert and M rs. G eary, tw o o f our regulars, w ere 
at our July m eeting looking quite brow n and fit after 
their fortnight in M ajorca, and by the snaps they 
showed me, they certainly enjoyed them selves.

I am sorry to report that Peter Edwards, one o f 
those w ho has had to m iss our m eetings until just 
recently through ill health, has been adm itted to Clare 
H all H ospital. W e extend to him  our best wishes 
and hopes for a speedy recovery.

W ith  the disbandm ent o f  the 4th Q u een ’s and the 
severing o f our last link w ith  the Service, w e hope 
that all those w ho w ish to m aintain their connection 
w ith  the D ie-H ards, and continue to enjoy the 
com radeship they have enjoyed in the past, w ill if not 
already m em bers o f  a Branch, becom e one. A ll 
m em bers o f the W O s. and Sgts. M ess are welcom e 
at our m onthly m eetings held on the second Saturday 
o f each m onth in the Sgts. M ess, T A  &  V R  C entre, 
D eansbrook Road, Edgw are, at 7.30 p.m . C om e 
along w ith  your w ife or friend, w e w ill b e very 
pleased to see you.

T o  all D ie-H ards w e send our greetings and best 
wishes.

L e n  J o h n s o n

Parsons
and

Printing

Over a Century-old  Partnership . . .
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2 i  oth  B A T T A L IO N  O C A  (1914-18)
T h e  42nd Reunion D inner was held at the V icto ry  

E x-Services C lu b  on M ay 15 last under the chairm an­
ship o f L t.-C o l. D . B. W atson, m c .  T h e  55th 
anniversary o f the Battalion’s em barkation at 
D evonport for G allipoli in H M T  Huntsgreen (ex- 
G erm an S S  Derfflinger) on July 19, I 9 I 5> w a s  

especially rem em bered. A m ongst the guests were 
C o l. A . S . J. de S. C layton, d l  (D ep u ty  Colonel 
(M iddlesex) T h e  Q ueen ’s Regim ent), C ol. F. W alden, 
d l  (Secretary Regim ental Association), M ajor D ick  
Sm ith, M B E  (C urator Regim ental M useum ) and 
Preb. G . A . L ew is  L lo yd , M BE  (V icar o f C hisw ick  
and H on. C haplain to the 2/ioth M iddlesex O C A ). 
A n  attendance o f 47 was recorded.

T h e  O C A ’s Annual Service o f R em em brance will 
be held at 3 p .m . on Sunday, N o vem b er 8 next at 
C h isw ick  Parish C hurch, T h e  M all, \\ .4. T e a  w ill 
be served in the C hurch  H all, Bennett Street, W .4, 
after the service and it is hoped that all present w ill 
take the opportunity o f reunion.

T h e  Q ueen’s C olo ur w hich hangs over the 
B attalion’s M em orial and Roll o f H onour has recently 
been renovated and re-hung; it was deposited in the 
church in S eptem ber 1921.

C opies o f the Battalion’s R oll O f  H onour can be 
obtained on application to the H on. Secretary’, 
“ C leveland” . B ees Lane, S idford , S idm outh, D evon.

A . D . S.

FORTHCOMING EVENTS

Date 

Friday, O ctober 2

Saturday, O ctob er 3 

T uesday, O ctob er 13 

Saturday, N ovem ber 7

Sunday, N o vem b er 8

Event

2/7th Battalion (1939-45) 
D inner at V icto ry  E x- 
Service C lu b , Seym our 
Street, London W 2.

A nnual Reunion at Por- 
chester H all, Q ueens w ^ fc  
London W 2.

A utum n G o lf  M eeting on 
N orth H ants G o lf  Course, 
Fleet.

1. C erem ony at the Field of 
Rem em brance, W estm inster 
A bb ey.
2. Officers’ C lu b  C ocktail 
Party at U nited Service 
C lub , Pall M all, London 
S W i.

Rem em brance D a y Service 
at Inglis Barracks, M ill H ill, 
follow ed b y  a Reunion at 
T A V R  C entre, Edgware.
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