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ALBUHERA DAY
Regim entally, A lbuhera D a y  was celebrated on 

S ^ ^ la y , M ay 19, starting w ith  a Service o f  Re- 
r^^Bbrance at the Regim ental M em orial in Inglis 
Barracks, M ill H ill. For this it wras m ost encouraging 
and impressive to receive such whole-hearted 
support from the serving elements.

T h e  regular Battalion, now stationed at W a r­
m inster, provided their Band, C orps of D ru m s, and a

Regim ental G uard  o f H onour com m anded b y  M ajor 
J. M . H ewson w ith  L t. D . C . F. G ouda as the C olo ur 
Ensign. In addition all available officers, W arrant 
Officers and senior N .C .O .s  w ere present. From  the 
10th (T ) Battalion cam e a detachm ent com m anded b y  
C apt. R . G . V aisey, whilst the M iddlesex C ou n ty  
C adet Force sent a small uniform ed party under the 
com m and o f L t. N . R. K irb y .

I. Lt.-C ol. Pearce Gould conducting the service n ith ,  3. Deputy Colonel talking to ex-members o f yth 8th
on the right, the Morn Banner flanked by young 9th, .0 th ( T A ) and 21st (Service) Battalions dunng
soldiers of 10th (T ) Battalion and veterans o f  1914-18 his inspection

War.

*■ Deputy Colonel inspecting the M ill H ill Branch.
2. Reg,mental Guard of Honour 4th Battalion. (Pho.ograph: Ormonde E. Hunt)



O ld Com rades, approxim ately 200 in strength, 
included m en o f all generations of D ie-H ards, their 
service extending from  the Boer W ar to recent 
actions in Aden and Borneo.

T h e  Association Banner was carried b y C apt. 
“ B a ttle r”  C raydon (late 2nd Battalion) w ith  
M essrs. G . Pocock (late 2nd Battalion) and R. H. 
Ferguson (late 7th Battalion) as escorts.

O ld  C ontem ptibles paraded under M r. H. Bird 
(late 4th Battalion), m arching behind the M ons 
Banner, w hich  was carried on parade for the first 
tim e, the bearer b eing M r. W . W righ t (late 4th 
Battalion).

T h e  service at the M em orial was taken b y  L t.-C o l. 
P . L . Pearce G ould , w ho recently retired and is now 
studying to take H oly Orders. A s was to be expected 
o f him  he gave a very appropriate address on this 
special day of ours.

A fter the service the uniform ed troops and O ld 
Com rades w ere inspected b y  the D e p u ty  Colonel, 
M ajor-G eneral C . M . M . M an, w ho w as accom ­
panied b y the tw o C om m anding Officers— L t.-C o l. 
K . J. C arter, 4th Battalion, and L t.-C o l. J. D . 
G unnell, 10th (T ) Battalion— and L t.-C o l. R. D . 
H utchings, Vice-C hairm an of the Regim ental A s ­
sociation, w ho was deputising for the Chairm an, 
C ol. W . D . Ellis. D u rin g  the m arch past afterwards 
Bob R yder, v .c ., was w ith  the D epu ty  Colonel at the 
saluting base, w hilst the m arkers at the dais w ere two 
o f our C helsea Pensioners— ex-C /S gt. C . M . K in g  
and ex-Pte. F. W orton.

T h e  parade over, m ost, if  not all, w ho took part
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made their w ay to Deansbrook Road where the usual 
“  get-together ”  and social w ere held. T h a t all who 
w ere there enjoyed them selves thoroughly is no un­
derstatem ent. It was a m ost happy occasion, and 
w e are grateful, indeed, to the Regim ental Steel 
Band for g iving further pleasure b y  playing a popular 
program m e o f m usic during the proceedings.

T h is  account w ould not be com plete w ithout 
expressing our appreciation to M r. and M rs. Charlie 
Banks, the w ell-know n caretakers at Edgvvare T A  
C entre, for their seem ingly tireless efforts ii^fcro- 
ducing no less than 480 excellent picnic lu n c llW fo r  
those w ho came to the reunion after the parade at 
M ill H ill.

T H E  R E G IM E N T
T w o  m ost im portant— and very sad— items of 

news have to be m entioned since w e last w ent to 
press.

T h e  first item was the announcem ent that, from 
July 1 last, suffixes w ould be dropped from  the titles 
o f regular Battalions o f T h e  Q ueen ’ s R e g in ^ ^ . 
From  that date “  4th Battalion T h e  Q ueen ’ s 1̂ ^  
m ent (M iddlesex) ”  is to be know n sim ply as “  4th 
Battalion T h e  Q ueen ’s R egim ent.”

In the second item, w hich was announced only a 
few  days after the first, it was revealed that, in the 
proposed cuts announced in the W hite Paper, 4th 
Battalion T h e  Q ueen ’s Regim ent is one o f the major 
units to be disbanded by Septem ber 1972.

W hilst the above inform ation m ust be w ell known 
to m ost of our readers the sadness, nay bitterness, 
w hich so m any feel is apparent from  the stream of 
letters and telephone calls w hich have inundated 
Regimental H eadquarters at Edgw are since the 
announcem ents w ere made.

B E A T IN G  O F  R E T R E A T  

R o y a l H o sp ita l, C h e ls e a

On M onday, July 8, the Band and D rum s of the 
4th Battalion T h e  Q ueen ’s R egim ent (late M iddlesex) 
beat Retreat at the Royal H ospital, Chelsea. In 
honour of this m em orable occasion our old In- 
Pensioners wore their scarlet uniform s, w hilst the 
rem ainder w ere in blue uniform s. O ur veterans 
present w ere Sgt. C . M . K in g, C pl. W . C . H e a \ ^ ^  
In-Pensioners W . C . C arvell, G . Sullivan and 
W orton.

T h e  perform ance o f the Band of D rum s, w hich 
included their unique Steel Band, was m ost im ­
pressive, and that it was thoroughly appreciated was 
not only apparent from the com m ents o f the In- 
Pensioners and other spectators, but also from  the 
letter w hich the D epu ty G overnor, M ajor-G eneral 
S ir  N igel T a p p , wrote afterwards.

A N G L O  K O R E A N  S O C IE T Y  A N N U A L  D IN N E R

T h e  Annual D inner o f the A nglo Korean ^■ iety, 
o f w hich all past and serving m em bers o f the M id d le­
sex Regim ent are life m em bers, is to be held at the 
A rm y and N avy C lub , Pall M all, S .W .i ,  on Tuesday, 
O ctober 22. M em bers m ay bring guests.

T h e  charge per head w ill be 50s. including table 
wines, gratuities, etc. Dress inform al.

Application for tickets should be m ade to the 
H on. Secretary and Treasurer, A nglo Korean Society, 
24 L ew es Crescent, Brighton, B N  2-1 G B .
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O F F IC E R S ’ C L U B  D IN N E R  1968

T h e  Regim ental Officers’ C lu b  D inner this year 
was held at the U nited  Service C lub , Pall M all, 
S .W .i ,  on Friday, July 19.

In the unavoidable absence o f the President, 
M ajor-G eneral C . M . M . M an, the chair was taken 
by L t.-G en eral G . C . Bucknall.

T h e  guests of the evening w ere M ajor-G eneral
B. P. H ughes, H onorary Colonel 10th Battalion T h e  
Q u i n ’s Regim ent (M iddlesex), and M ajor K enneth 
G o ^ ^ cr e , D epu ty  C lerk  to the G reater London 
Council.

O thers present w e re :—

Air Chief Marshal Sir Leslie Hollinghurst, Brigadier E. 
E. F. Baker, Brigadier A. E. Green, Col. I. H. Battye, Col. I. 
D. Brotherton, Col. M . Crawford, Col. W. D. Ellis, Col. 
A . M . Man, Col. J. W . G . Ormiston, Col. R. D. Sherbrooke- 
Walker, Col. F. Walden, Lt.-Col. K . J. Carter, Lt.-Col. S.F. 
Caulfield-Kerney, Lt.-Col. T . W. Chattey, Lt.-Col. D. Y. 
Cubitt, Lt.-Col. G. L. Fox, Lt.-Col. J. D. Gunnell, Lt.-Col. 
A. S. Hewson, Lt.-Col. R. D. Hutchings, Lt.-Col. A. R. Joyce, 

M . L. Beaumont, Major P. G. V. Bellers, Major R. 
M^^rain, Major R. J. P. Cummins, Major G. C. Dawson, 
Major J. W. Doyle, Major J. de Gaye, Major J. A. Hamilton, 
Major H. K. Hardcastle, Major G. Hartley, Major S. L . J. 
Henshaw, Major J. M. Hewson, Major R. A. Kaye, Major
C. L. Lawrence, Major R. J. Leighton, Major Sir Arthur 
Lewey, Major A. E. McManus, Major. E. J. Naish, Major 
L . F. E. Nichols, Major G. G. Norton, Major B. A . M. Pielow, 
Major J. S. B. Pollard, Major B. St. G. A. Reed, Major K. 
M . Saxby, Major P. R. Smethurst (private guest), Major 
R. W. J. Smith, Major M . P. Weedon, Capt. D. E. S. Ball, 
Capt. R. A. Bartlett, Capt. S. R. Bonnamy, Capt. G. Bulloch, 
Capt. D . K. Cattell, Capt. J. S. C. Flavell, Capt. T . D. Jones, 
Capt. P. J. T . Lane, Capt. R. C. Pitman, Capt. A. W. Ramsay, 
Capt. R. G . Vaisey, Capt. M. Wild, Lt. J. A. Birch, Lt. R. N. 
Colbourne, Lt. D. J. Daniell, Lt. R. T . Douthet, Lt. E. C. 
Graham, Lt. J. C. J. Grobel, 2/Lt. P. Moseling.

Major-General Sir John Willoughby sent a message regretting 
very much his inability to attend the Dinner this year.

M ID D L E S E X  R E G IM E N T  G O L F IN G  S O C IE T Y  
S P R IN G  M E E T IN G  1968

T h e  decision to open our M eetings to serving 
soldiers and all ex-m em bers of the Regim ent resulted 
in a m ost enjoyable and successful S pring m eeting 
w hich, as usual, was held on the N orth  H ants G o lf 
C lub  course at Fleet on M a y  10.

#e m eeting, w hich attracted an entry o f  23, was 
upported by m em bers of the 4th Battalion now 
stationed at W arm inster, and w e look forw ard to 

their continued and increasing support w hilst the 
Battalion is in this country.

T h e  results o f the various com petitions, each 
decided over 18 holes, were:

S ta b le fo r d  S in g le s
Points

Lt.-Colonel J. R. B. Worton (Winner) 39
Mr. H. J. Chillery (Runner up) . . . . . . 39
Mrs. H. K . Hardcastle . .  37
W.O.2 R. Ford . .  37
Cap^Bft. D. Latham . .
MrJ^Hrd. K. Hardcastle 
M ajorP. A. S. Wollocombe 
Lt.-Colonel T . W. Chattey 
Sgt. A. Torrie
Mr. M. R. T . Walden ............................
Lt. D. J. Daniell 
Major J. M . Hewson 
Major A. R. Bisset 
Sgt. I. Routledge 
Major R. H. Chappell 
Capt. R. J. Tarrant 
Major C. W. Summers 
Lt.-Colonel K. J. Carter 
Major H. K. Hardcastle 
Sgt. M. Flynn . .

35
35

S t a b le fo r d  S in g le s — continued

Major G. W. Kempster
Major S. E. Honess
Major B. A. M . Pielow (Divot)

S t a b le fo r d  F o u r s o m e s

Lt.-Colonel J. E. B. Worton and Sgt. M . Flynn 
(Winners)

Major R. H. Chappell and Sgt. I. Routledge (Runners 
up)

Major A. R. Bisset and M r. H. J. Chillery 
Mr. M . R. T . Walden and W .O.2 R. Ford 
Mrs. H. K. Hardcastle and Lt.-Colonel T . W. 

Chattey
Lt.-Colonel K . J. Carter and Major J. M. Hewson 
Major S. E. Honess and Capt. R. J. Tarrant 
Major G. W. Kempster and Mr. R. H. K . Hardcastle 
Sgt. A. Torrie and A. N . Other 
Major B. A. M. Pielow and Lt. D. J. Daniell

H id d e n  H o le s  C o m p e tit io n

28
28

Mrs. H. K . Hardcastle (Winner) 
Lt.-Colonel J. R. B. Worton 1 
M r. R. H. K . Hardcastle i  (Runners 
Mr. M . R. T . Walden J
W .O.2 R. Ford 
Sgt. A . Torrie 
Lt.-Colonel T . W. Chattey 
Lt.-Colonel K . J. Carter 
Major P. A . S. Wollocombe 
Capt. R. D. Latham 
Major A . R. Bisset 
M r. H. J. Chillery 
Major J. M . Hewson . .
Major R. H. Chappell 
Major C. W . Summers 
Capt. R. J. Tarrant 
Lt. D. J. Daniell 
Sgt. I. Routledge 
Major G . W. Kempster 
Sgt. M . Flynn 
Major H. K. Hardcastle 
Major S. E. Honess 
Major B. A . M . Pielow

to ll fay a
FLORISTS

jo r  b lo w ers, ftla n tö , etc.

MEMBERS OF INTERFLORA

(F lowers by wire, 

any time and any 

where throughout 

the world)

Phone: M ILL  H ILL 1387

145 BROADWAY, MILL HILL, N.W.7
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R E G IM E N T A L  M U S E U M

T h e  regim ental m useum  was visited on July 20 
b y  the M iddlesex S ociety, a b ody whose h o b b y is 
everything connected w ith  the old C ou n ty  of 
M iddlesex. Som e o f its m em bers have associations 
w ith  both the C ou n ty  and the R egim ent going back 
to the latter part o f the eighteenth century.

T h e  visitors showed great interest in all exhibits, 
especially those o f the period covered b y  the w ar in 
the C rim ea. N o  doubt this was due to the release of 
the film  “  T h e  C harge o f the L ig h t Brigade.”  
D u rin g  the show ing o f the film  in the local theatres, 
a num ber o f regim ental relics had been displayed, 
as a certain am ount o f the proceeds w ere given  to the 
A rm y Benevolent Fund.

O u r tw o regim ents, the 57th and 77th , played 
notew orthy parts in this w ar o f 1854-1856, the 57th 
at the Battle o f Inkerm an and at Sebastopol, and the 
77th  at the Battles o f the A lm a, Inkerm an and 
Sebastopol, the three honours being on our regi­
m ental colours. O n display in the foyers locally 
had been the coatee worn by L t.-G en era l H .R .H . T h e  
D u ke o f  C am bridge, in 1854, the coatee o f Capt. 
H enry K en t, later Colonel o f  the Regim ent, and the 
coatee w orn b y  C apt. A u d ly  Lem priere w hen he was 
shot and killed at the taking o f the Russian rifle pits 
A pril 19, 1855. In addition, the caped greatcoat of 
that firebrand, L t. A cton , w as on show  w ith the shell 
jacket o f Sgt. English, 57th Regim ent.

M ajor-G eneral S ir  N igel T a p p , the Regim ental

P e t e r  M c R a e
& C O M P A N Y  L IM IT E D

L ife A ssurance Consultants 

Insurance an d  M ortgage Brokers

BEACON ROAD, CROWBOROUGH, 
SUSSEX

Telephone: C R O W B O R O U G H  3284/5/6

Did you know  that besides protecting 

your family, life assurance can assist in 

other fields, such as education, house 

purchase, pension, and estate du ty? We 

specialise in the needs of service person­

nel and w ou ld  be pleased to advise.

W e make no charges

W e also have departm ents specialising  

in other form s o f general insurances 

w hich  are at your service

O rganiser o f the A rm y Benevolent Fund, showed 
great interest in our relics on display as his family 
have regim ental connections going back to its early 
days. B oth the Logans, C apt. Patrick Logan who 
fought in the Peninsular W ar and was later m urdered 
b y  the aboriginals w hilst on an exploration expedition 
in Australia in 1830, and C olonel R obert L ogan, who 
com m anded the 57th during the M aori W ar 1861-66, 
are descended from  a com m on ancestor, as w ell as 
C olonel James A llan  w ho com m anded the 57th 
longer than any other com m anding officer ( i ^ j c h  
1828-N ovem ber 1846). It also appears that^ pîpt. 
W illiam  M olesw orth C ole A ction o f the 77th is o f the 
same fam ily. It was A cton  w ho strode out alone 
towards the Russians at Inkerm an. H e also called 
out another officer, w ho had given him  displeasure 
on the return o f the R egim ent from  the C rim ea in 
1856, to m eet him  w ith  swords or pistols on the 
sands at Calais “  seven days hence.”

R .W .J.S .

R E G IM E N T A L  D E R B Y  S W E E P S T A K E  1 9 ^

T h e  D e rb y  Sweepstake organised b y  the R egi­
mental Association in aid of the Association C hari­
table Fund w as w ell supported.

T h e  receipts from  the sale o f tickets and the dis­
tribution o f prize m oney w ere as follow s:

Receipts and Expenditure

£  s. d.
R eceived from  sale o f tickets 
Less : C ost o f printing . . 12 1 1 6

Postage . . . . 1 9 6
Registration Fee . . 1 0 0

Available for Distribution

Distribution

Association C haritable Fund (50 °//o
o f net proceeds)

P rize Money : £ s. d.

1st Prize (20%  net proceeds) 26 12 5
2nd Prize ( 1 5 %  ,, „  ) 19 19 4
3rd Prize (1 0 %  „  „  ) IS 6 3
O ther horses drawn (5 %

net proceeds)— 12 at
i l l  1 each 6 13 0

T otal

I s. d.
148 3 0

15 i 0

£ i 33 2 0

£ s. d.

66 i l  0

#

66 11 0

£ i 33 2 0

T h e  follow ing w ere the w inners of the ist, 2nd and 
3rd prizes:

is t:  M r. G . E. C . N orthcott, C arlton C ottage, T h e  
L ye, S t. John’s, W oking, Surrey.

2nd: M r. F . D . B . Barclay, 1 D e  Beauvoir Road, 
H ackney, N .i .

3rd: M iddlesex Regim ental Association (per M r. 
E . Fuller).
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PERSONAL JOTTINGS

Ex-Pte. T .  A b b o tt o f  2 G eorge Street, Stafford, 
w ho served in  the Regim ent during the 1914-18 
W ar, is one o f  the 50  disabled pensioners to be 
supplied w ith  a T V  set this year from  funds donated 
by the A rm y B enevolent Fund.

E x-Pte. R . T .  Baker (3534787) wrote recently 
froj^^M anchester, where he now  lives, asking for 
a c<^P o f  the latest Regim ental H istory giving details 
o f the 1st Battalion’s activities from  the landing in 
N orm andy until the end o f  the war in  1945. U n for­
tunately he has had to be told  that the R egim ent’s 
stock o f  these histories has been sold out and cannot 
be replaced.

H e states that he served w ith  “  B  ”  C om pany o f  
the 1st Battalion in N orm andy and during the 
cam paign in  N .W . Eurpoe.

^ ^ lo n e l  Ian Battye retired on retired pay on 
JvSre 27 , 1968, and is living at W oodbridge in 
Suffolk.

W e w ere delighted quite recently to get a letter 
from  M ajor “  H ippo ”  Beadnell, who is still fanning 
in K en ya, but under considerable difficulty. H e has 
had to com pete w ith  a ghastly pest o f  eelworm s, but 
he states that he has now  almost brought this to a 
successful conclusion.

In A p ril ex-S gt. G eorge Bignell, late 1st Battalion, 
wrote stating that he hoped to be present at the 
Albuhera Service o f  Rem em brance at M ill H ill on 
M ay 19 . A s, however, no one appears to  have 
tracked him  dow n that day we can only assume that 
he was unable to attend.

H e still lives at Rom ford in Essex and was fit and 
well w hen he wrote.

A  letter was received last June from  C apt. A . L . 
Bishop, w ho served w ith  the 2nd Battalion during 
the 1914-18 W ar, m aking enquiries about his old 
Battalion.

is a Canadian, was com m issioned into the 
I ^ ^ n e n t  from  the Royal M ilitary C ollege o f 
Canada, K ingston, in Septem ber 1914, and w ent to 
France w ith the 2nd Battalion the follow ing m onth.

D u ring the week w hich ended on June 15 last 
Capt. C hristopher B ow er marked the 150th birthday 
o f Bow er, C otton  and Bower, the C ity  solicitors o f 
w hich he is senior partner, w ith  a party for colleagues 
and clients in the O ld  H all, L in coln ’s Inn.

‘Peterborough’ in The Daily Telegraph o f  June 15 
com m ented: “ A  century-and-a-half o f  practice is 
not \ ^ « a r d  o f  for a firm  o f  solicitors, but this one 
has passed successively from  father to son since it 
began. M r. Christopher Bow er, now  in his seventies, 
has no son” .

N ew s has been received that the Rev. C anon
D . V . G . Brock, T .D ., has been appointed D irector 
o f  Education to the Solom on Islands. D u rin g  the 
1939-45 W ar he was 2I C  o f  the 2/7th Battalion 
from  A ugust 1940 to M a y  1942 w hen he was pro­

m oted L t.-C o l. to com m and 2nd Battalion Princess 
L o u ise ’s K ensington  Regim ent. H e entered the 
C hurch  after the war and, before going to the 
Solom on Islands, spent several years in the west 
country, including the position o f  V icar o f  Princeton, 
w hich involved w ork connected w ith  the prison.

C ol. Ian Burrow s retired on retired pay on M a y  21 , 
1968, and is now  living at T ham es D itton  in  Surrey.

N ew s has been received from  C  Sgt. “  C lem  ”  
Clem ents (22276303), w ho is serving w ith 
B A T T K E N  (British A rm y  T ra in in g  T eam ) in 
K en ya. H e tells us that he does m uch travelling 
around the cou ntry and that he is enjoying life to the 
fu ll. H e sees a lot o f  Capt. Bayton, w ho is D irector 
o f  M u sic, and is based on  the same camp.

H e sends his best wishes to  all D ie-H ards.

E x-P te. John M cF arlan e C raw ford , M .M ., one of 
the original pipers o f  the 16th  (P u blic Schools) 
Battalion and now  aged 79 , is living w ith  his daughter- 
in-law  in  Salisbury, Rhodesia. W hen that Battalion 
was disbanded in  February 1918 he, w ith  the re­
m ainder o f  the pipers and drum m ers, was transferred 
to the 2nd Battalion.

H e w on the M ilitary  M edal for gallantry in  the 
severe fighting betw een M a y  27 and June 2 , 1918, 
w hen all except 92 o f  the 2nd Battalion were w iped 
out.

M ajor G eorge D aw son is another o f  our senior 
officers w ho has retired on retired pay. H e le ft the 
Service on M a y  3 last and is living at Fam h am  in 
Surrey.

It cam e as a great surprise w hen w e heard earlier 
this year that L t. M alcolm  D eakin , one o f  our m ost 
prom ising young officers, had been found m edically 
unfit and w ould have to resign his com m ission in 
consequence. H e has now  done so, and le ft for 
H on g K o n g  in June to take up em ploym ent w ith  
M essrs. Butterfield and Sw ire. N o  dou bt he w ill be 
joining the small H ong K o n g  Branch o f  ou r A ssoci­
ation.

O ur heartiest congratulations to ex -W .O .2 W . D . 
F itzgera ld  (6192972) on  his election as a C ouncillor 
on W o rth in g  T o w n  C ouncil.

H e enlisted as a D rum m er B oy in the 9th  (T .A .)  
B attalion  in January 1912 and, on the outbreak o f  
the 1914-18 W ar w ent w ith  the Battalion to India. 
In  1917 he saw active service in M esopotam ia w ith  
the Battalion until the T u rk s  w ere defeated in  1918. 
H e was the first to re-enlist in  the 9th Battalion on  the 
re-form ation o f  the Territorial A rm y after the 
1914-18 W ar, finally retiring as a C om pany Sergeant- 
M ajor.

A ll w ho knew  him  w ell send their best wishes for 
his future success as a Councillor.



A  form er 9th Battalion officer living at C anterbury, 
w ith  w hom  w e had hoped to get in touch during 
the D epot O pen D a y on July 7, is C apt. J. L . 
H arper. W e failed in our efforts, w hich  is not sur­
prising w hen it is taken into account that there w ere 
m ore than 10,000 people on the ground, so w e shall 
have to try  again in the near future.

D u rin g the 1914-18  W ar he served w ith  the 2/9th 
Battalion from  its form ation until its disbandm ent in 
Septem ber 1917 w hen he was transferred to the 
M achine G u n  Corps.

W e w ere very pleased indeed to learn that S/Sgt. 
J. C . L eat (14467216), now  serving w ith  the 4th B at­
talion T h e  Q u een ’s R egim ent, was aw arded the 
British Em pire M edal in the recent Q u een ’s B irth­
day H onours L ist, and send him  our heartiest 
congratulations.

M ajor Ian L lo yd , serving a tour o f duty w ith  the 
R oyal Brunei M alay Regim ent, w rote in June that 
he was being kept busy w ith  tactical exercises and 
parades, particularly the latter in view  o f the S u l­
tan ’s birthday in July and his coronation on A u gu st 1.

Congratulations to Capt. John L o ftin g  on being 
selected to play for the A rm y C ricket X I  again this 
year.

E x-C p l. A lfred  H enry N icholls (6197621), who 
served in the 1st Battalion from  D ecem ber 1926 to 
N ovem ber 1934 w hen he was transferred to the 
A rm y Reserve, has been suffering from  acute bron­
chitis and pneum onia and has had to give up his 
em ploym ent, at any rate tem porarily, w ith  Char- 
rington’s Brewery.

W e wish him a speedy recovery and return to work.

A  surprise and welcom e visitor to R e g in ^  tal 
H eadquarters in M ay was A lf  “  G in ger ”  I^ ^ o tt 
(6196352), w ho was on short leave from  Kam pala, 
U ganda. H e returned via Am m an, Jordan, early 
in July and expects to com e hom e again next summer.

Brigadier and M rs. Basil Rackham  left by ship 
early in July to spend a well-earned holiday in N ew  
Y o rk  w ith  their daughter. W hilst there they got 
in touch w ith  C ol. and M rs. Jim m y Reid, who 
both in good form.

M ajor K e n  C layden  retired from  the Service on 
July 15 last, but intends, i f  possible, to carry on 
soldiering on a voluntary basis w ith  a T .  and A .V .R . 
I l l  unit in the M anchester area, where he is now 
living.

E x-S gt. H erbert Charles M anders (6188507) was 
re-adm itted as an In-Pensioner to the R oyal H ospital, 
C helsea, on July 8, 1968, having reverted to out- 
pension last D ecem ber.

T h e  R egim ent now  has seven In-Pensioners at 
the R oyal H ospital.

Congratulations to L t.-C o l. D ennis Rendell on 
his prom otion to Colonel w ith  effect from  June 30. 
H e is at present D epu ty  Provost M arshal at H .Q. 
is t  (British) C orps in G erm any, and is due to take 
over as Com m andant, R .M .P . D epot and Train ing 
Establishm ent at C hichester in Septem ber.

O ne o f our old 4th Battalion soldiers, W . J. M oore, 
has got in touch w ith  us w ith  a view  to rejoining the 
R egim ental Association, w hich he first joined in 
1920. H e enlisted in 19 11 and was posted to the 
4th Battalion in 1912. A t  the outbreak o f the 1914-18 
W ar he w ent w ith the Battalion to France, took 
part in the Battle o f M ons and, after 3^ years’ 
active service, was invalided home as a gas casualty.

T h e  new church o f St. G iles, at the S chool o f 
Infantry, W arm inster, W ilts., was dedicated on 
Sunday, June 9, by the Venerable A rchdeacon John 
Y ouens, C haplain-G eneral to  the Forces.

T h e  first soldier to be m arried in this new church 
was L /C pl. John M u rp h y, 4th Battalion T h e  Q ueen’s 
R egim ent.

H is m any friends will be pleased and relieved to 
hear that M ajor Percy N ew m an has m ade a good 
recovery after his recent operation and is now spend­
ing three weeks in a convalescent hom e at H olt 
in N orfolk. In a note written from  this hom e to the 
E ditor he sends his best wishes to all.

L t.-C o l. L . C . Sharpe, one o f our form er Regular 
officers w ho transferred to the Royal A rm y Ordnance 
C orps, is now  em ployed on the D irecting Staff 
(G eneral Division) at the R oyal M ilitary C ollege of 
Science, Shrivenham .

Councillor W. D. Fitzgerald  (on right) with robed 
councillors leaving Worthing Town H all fo r  the 
M ayoral procession and church service. (See page 5.) 

(Photograph: Beckett N ew spapers Ltd .)
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W e w ere very sad to get the news quite recently 
that one o f our regular readers for some years, 
M r. W . A . Stephens, had died. A lthough he him self 
served in the R oyal A rm y Service C orps he was 
always most interested in the D ie-H ards and had a 
soft spot for our R egim ent because his father had, 
for m any years, been the m usic writer and a clarinet 
p layer in the Band of the 1st Battalion.

W e send our deepest sym pathy to his daughter, 
M rs. Pinson, and other m em bers o f  his fam ily in 
thc^^>ereavement.

M ajor R od dy Sw ord tells us that he has just 
sold his house in W ales and that he is going to 
M alta in  O ctober to see if  he likes it enough to live 
there.

In a letter received recently, ex-Pte. S. F. T h o m p ­
son, w ho served w ith the is t  Battalion as “  B ”  
C om pany cook in the Shanghai D efence Force in 

sends his best wishes to all D ie-H ards.

M ajor Ew en T u ck ey  has been ill in a nursing home 
at G oring-on-T ham es, but is m aking a good re­
covery.

E x-W .O .2 Charles Varrelm an, who served in the 
2/9th Battalion during the 1914-18 W ar, writes to 
say that he has been unable to attend any functions 
or parades lately as he has had a stroke w hich has 
partially disabled him. H e sends his best wishes to 
all D ie-H ards, and especially those of his old B at­
talion.

N ew s has been received that ex-Pte. Sydney 
W allace (6192075), w ho served in the 1st Battalion 
from  1919 to 1924 and again for a short period 
during the 1939-45 W ar, now  has to live in a R esi­
dential H om e at Islington, because he suffers from 
a heart com plaint.

W e hear that ex-W .O .2  “  Jack ”  W arner 
(2221098) has now  m oved to the Surbiton area in

order to be close to his business interests. H e is 
responsible for the entertainm ents side at C hessing- 
ton Z oo— one-arm ed bandits, etc. H e says that it is 
a good, but busy, life.

T h ose w ho rem em ber him  m ay be interested to 
know  that w e have been in touch w ith  ex-Bdsm . 
Leonard Wrood (6217132), w ho served w ith  the 2nd 
Battalion in Palestine in 1947 and later w ith  the 1st 
Battalion in H on g K o n g. H e now  lives at Southall 
in M iddlesex.

FORTHCOMING EVENTS
D ate Event

T h u rs .,  A u g . 22 V isit to M ons for cerem onies in 
to connection w ith  the 54th anniver-

S u n ., A u g . 25 sary o f  the Battle o f M ons.

W e d ., A u g  28. Party to G ran t C oncert at Royal 
M ilitary  School o f  M u sic, K n eller 
H all, T w ickenham .

F ri., O c t. 4 2 7th Battalion (1939-45) D inner
at V icto ry  E x-S erv ice  C lu b , S e y ­
m our Street, L o n don , WT.2.

F ri., O c t. 11  Annual Reunion at Porchester H all, 
Q ueensw ay, L o n don , Wr.2.

F ri., O c t. 18 O fficers’ C lu b  C ocktail Party at 
U nited  Service C lu b , Pall M all, 
London, S.W7.i .

F ri., O c t. 25 A utum n G o lf  M eetin g  on W est 
WTilts G o lf  C ourse, W arm inster.

T h u rs ., N o v . 7  7th  Battalion O fficers’ D inner at 
U nited  Service C lu b , Pall M all, 
London, S .W . 1.

S at., N o v . 9 C erem ony at the F ield  o f R em em ­
brance, W estm inster A b b ey.

S u n ., N o v . 10 R em em brance D a y S ervice  at 
Inglis Barracks, M ill H ill, followed 
b y  a Reunion at T .A .  C entre, 
Edgware.

Parsons
and

Printing

Over a Century-old  Partnership . . .

Like the Services, we have a tradition to  uphold, at the same time taking ad­
vantage o f scientific progress in this age o f  m echanisation, yet m aintaining, 
through a special department, a personal and helpful link w ith  our custom ers, 
whom  we are ever w illing to  advise and assist in the production o f  their journals

F I  H A  n O A I I O  I  T H  T h e  A d e ,P h i ' J o h n  A d a m  S t . .  L o n d o n . W .C .2 .
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ASSOCIATION NEWS

S E C R E T A R Y ’S N O T E S
B e n e v o le n t  C a s e s

D u rin g the period January i ,  1968, to A p ril 30, 
1968, the sum  o f £870 3s. 8d. was spent from  the 
Charitable F un d in m aking grants to 64 ex-m em bers 
o f the Regim ent, or their widows.

D o n a tio n s — C h a r ita b le  F u n d
T h e  Secretary gratefu lly  acknowledges donations 

to the C haritable Fund from  12th M iddlesex H om e 
G uard Branch (on closing dow n), M ajor C . H. L . 
T ra vis , T .D ., L t. P. H . D enning, M r. P. R . Batten, 
and M r. G . L . Pargeter, d .f .c .

A n n u a l R e u n io n
T h e  A nnual Reunion this year w ill be held at the 

Porchester H all, Q ueensw ay, London, W .2, on 
Friday, O ctober 11.

A n n u a l G e n e r a l  M e e t in g
T h e  A nnual G eneral M eeting o f the R egim ental 

Association w ill be held at the Porchester Hall, 
Q ueensw ay, London, W .2, on Friday, O ctober 11 , 
at 8 p.m .

V is it  to  P a s s c h e n d a e le
A  small party o f eight m em bers travelled to 

Belgium  during the Spring H oliday. T h e y  paid a 
visit to T y n e  C o t Cem etery, Passchendaele, where a 
wreath was laid on behalf o f the Association by M r 
Bob Ferguson to the m em ory o f  those o f our co m ­
rades w ho are nam ed on the M em orial,

D e r b y  O u tin g
A  total o f 32 m em bers and their fam ilies attended 

the outing to the D erby on M ay  29 and, from  all 
accounts, enjoyed them selves very m uch indeed.

S u m m e r  O u tin g
In spite o f the w eather w hich, although not good, 

was better than last year, the river trip  from  W indsor 
to M arlow  and return, organised for Sunday, June 23, 
was a great success.

A  total o f 70 attended and had a thoroughly 
enjoyable time.

R e g im e n ta l  D e p o t O p e n  D a y
T h is  event, w hich was held at C anterb ury on 

Sunday, July 7, was again very w ell supported by 
m em bers o f  the Association and their fam ilies this 
year, an estim ated total o f 160, including M r Bob 
R yder, v .c ., m aking the jou rn ey either in coaches 
arranged by the Association or in private cars

R o y a l T o u r n a m e n t
T h ere  w ere 29 applicants for tickets for the party 

organised b y  the Association for the evening per­
form ance on T uesday, July 9. O w ing to heavy 
bookings, however, tickets could only b e obtained for 
2 1, w ho spent a thoroughly enjoyable and enter­
taining evening.

A n n u a l P a r a d e  o f  B e lg ia n  O .C .A . in  G re a t  
B rita in

A t the invitation o f the Am icale des Anciens 
C om battants Belges en G rande Bretagne the A ssoci­
ation sent a detachm ent w ith  our Standard to ^ ftîir  
Annual Parade on Florse G uards and w reath -lP R ig  
cerem ony at the Cenotaph on Sunday, July 21.

A lthough only very short notice o f this Parade 
was given, 27 O ld  Com rades— m ostly old M ons 
m en— attended, and our thanks are due to M ajor 
D ick Sm ith, w ho was responsible for gathering this 
num ber together so quickly.

M r. L . J. Johnson was the Standard Bearer, and 
C ol. F. W alden laid the w reath on behalf o f the 
Association.

O n M onday, July 22, the M ons Section o f ^ |  
Belgian O .C .A ., w ho look after our party when 
visit M ons each year and w ho had com e over for 
this Parade, w ere entertained in the Officers M ess at 
Edgware.

H O N G  K O N G  B R A N C H

Y o u r poor scribe is attem pting to write am idst the 
infinite variety and persistent cacophony o f noise 
that seems to vibrate throughout H ong K o n g  Central 
these m odern days. B u t enough excuses for not 
m eeting the E ditor’s deadline!

M ain news concerns the m ost successful A lbuhera 
D inner held at the K in g ’s L odge Restaurant, Kowr- 
loon, T h e  follow ing officers and ladies attended:

C ol. H . A . D e  Barros Botelho, o .b .e . ,  e .d . (T he 
H ong K o n g  Regiment), M ajor D avid Pike, M .C ., 

M ajor and M rs. G ordon C rum ley, Captain and M rs. 
Pat Pielow, W .O .2  and M rs. G eorge Sim m ons.

T h e  cuisine was excellent and w ith  the assistance 
o f bum per portions o f m ost palatable wine 
individual rem iniscences w ere exchanged and 
battles refought. E ven the ladies enjoyed themselves.

W ith  regards to personalities, "Jacko”  Jackson is 
still guarding H eadquarters Land Forces as a C ivil 
S ecurity O fficer; D avid Pike is still "pontificating”  
at the H ong K o n g  C ricket C lu b  (in fact, he seldom 
seems to leave the p lace!); G ordon C rum ley is still 
chasing the Volunteers in H appy V a lley; Pat Pielow 
is still pretending to serve m enu fit for a gourm et 
at the M ilitary H ospital and "G e o rg e ”  is still w atch­
ing his " Q ”  ledgers in the "w ild s”  o f thc^ N ew  
Territories. R um our has it also that i\^ p> lm  
D eakin has now  arrived in the C olo n y w orking for 
Butterfield and Sw ire. I f  the rum ours are true, 
please show yourself, M alco lm !

In conclusion all "D ie-H ard s”  in H ong K o n g  
send their heartiest congratulations to C ol. D e 
Barros Botelho on his recent award of the O .B.E . 
"B o ts ”  has always been a good friend o f the R egi­
m ent and it was particularly pleasing to hear the 
news. J .I.D .P .

H O U N S L O W  B R A N C H

Since last going to press m uch has happened at 
H ounslow. T h e  Social, w hich was held on A p ril 28, 
was a great success and m any old acquaintances 
w ere renew-ed. A  large contingent from  the Branch 
w ent on the "R iv e r  T r ip ”  w hich, w ith good weather, 
was thoroughly enjoyed. O ne m em ber felt that it 
was as good as a cruise, although those m embers 
playing cards on the lower deck did  feel a certain 
am ount o f trepidation w hen wre passed the Queen 
o f Thames w hich  had sunk last year; fortunately 
b e iS R o p p ed  a mad rush for the lifeboats.

Bob Bartholom ew  spent a very happy W hitsun 
holiday wdth "T o p p e r”  Brown, w ho has taken a 
pub " T h e  T h ree  E lm s” , N orth  W otton, near 
Sherborne, D orset. "T o p p e r”  reports that he has 
seen C o l. Brotherton and L t.-C o l. H all and he 
will always be pleased to see Association m em bers.

W e now  look forward to a full program m e w ith  a 
Social on July 26, a Rifle M atch against " B ”  C o m ­
pany 10th Q ueen ’ s on A u gu st 18, and a proposed 
t j i ^ o  the coast in Septem ber.

D rum m y.

M I L L  H IL L  B R A N C H

W ith  so m any o f our m em bers enjoying their w ell- 
earned sum m er break— or are going to w ithin the 
next few  w eeks— cards have been arriving from  all 
parts o f the U nited K ingdom , plus m any from  those 
who have m anaged to stretch their travel allowance 
and left for "sunnier clim es,”  not India! M an y 
thanks to all those w ho rem em bered us at R .H .Q .

Several ex-D iehards have joined our branch, 
renewing the com radeships o f past years with those 
who served in the various battalions o f M iddlesex. 
W e welcom e A . M iddleton, D . M cG rath , J. W alker, 
M .M ., M . Batten, G . Y ou n g, C /Sgt. Clem ents, T .  
Penman, J. Brom ley, R. Bartlett, plus 19 m em bers 
o f our V olunteer Battalion recruited by Capt. T .  D. 
Jones. W e know that we shall see them often at our 
m onthly m eetings.

A lf  "  G inger ”  Parrott visited us whilst on a b rief 
spot o f hom e leave. L e t us hope that it w ill not be 
too long before he is w ith us again.

M an y o f our m em bers took full advantage o f the

• y  outings arranged for us b y  the Association, 
se are fu lly  reported elsewhere in this edition 
but from  all accounts everyone enjoyed themselves 

and are looking forward to repeats next year.
G ood news has been received from  Y arm outh 

about M ajor Percy N ewm an who is now  convalescing 
and w e feel sure that it will not be too long before he 
is able to visit us again.

P O R T S M O U T H  A N D  G O S P O R T  B R A N C H

O ^ ^  again the time has come to put pen to paper 
and concoct som ething for the newsletter and first 
and forem ost we send best wishes for a quick return 
to good health to all sick "D ie-H ard s” , especially to 
our very good friend, Percy N ewm an. M ost of us 
in this branch were associated w ith  Percy at some 
time during our service and to us he always appeared 
as the smartest man in the British Arm y.

Yesterday I had a card from  our chairman, Peggy 
O ’N eil, holidaying in the States and Canada. T o d ay

I had a card from  another o f  our m em bers, vice- 
chairm an H arry N orfield, holidaying in G reat 
Y arm outh. Perhaps he w ill m eet P ercy  N ew m an 
w hile he is there.

Charlie K ennett, although w e do not see h im  at 
our m eetings, has been rather "u n d er the w eather”  
and I know  that he w ould w elcom e news from  any 
o f his old friends, as also wrould all o f us.

W e are hoping to plan a v isit to the R egim ent at 
W arm inster during the sum m er m onths and I shall 
be w ritin g  to the C om m anding O fficer on this su b ­
ject soon. Should this com e about I shall have m ore 
to say about it in m y next newsletter.

I shall be o ff on m y holidays on Saturday, dow n 
to Ram sgate, and I hope once again to call on Jack 
Painter in the O ddfellow s C lu b  at M argate.

In conclusion, w e, from  this branch w ish  all other 
branches and all serving and old "D ie-H a rd s”  the 
very best wishes for success in w hatever th ey are 
doing.

I should like to hear from  anyone, and I don ’ t 
think there is one w ho can claim  the follow ing d is­
tinction. In the year 1929 or 1930 the 1st Battalion 
A thletic T ea m  w ere runners-up in the A rm y  C h am ­
pionships at A ldershot. In 1939 the 2nd Battalion 
athletic team  w ere also runners-up at A ldershot. I 
claim to be the only m em ber w ho ran for the b at­
talions on both of these occasions, or is there som e­
one else?

L . C . W e s t , Secretary.

9th B A T T A L I O N  B R A N C H

In m y notes in the th ird  issue o f  the D iehards 
N ew sletter, I w rite o f our m ost im portant function, 
the Reunion D inner held on June 15.

T h irty-tw o  o f our branch attended that evening 
and the guests brought the num ber up to 50 w ho sat 
dow n to a good m eal and a jo lly  good pow -w ow  
afterwards.

Som e 60 m em bers w rote to inform  us o f  their 
inability to attend, b ut sent along their subscriptions 
and donations.

I f  this should catch the eye o f any w ho d id  not 
answer our letter re the dinner w e should be pleased 
to hear from  them .

O ne o f our m em bers is 93 years old. I shall shortly 
be seeing him  to hear some o f  his history o f  ou r early 
days.

O u r Association is stronger than ever, especially 
as regards the Social C om m ittee’ s events, w hich  vou 
no dou bt w ill read o f in another part o f the N e w s­
letter. Suffice it to say that all o f the 9th, w ho 
attended these events, enjoyed them  im m ensely.

T h e  visit to Chelsea H ospital on Founders D av, 
M ay 29, by ju st a few  of us, was great. I have never 
seen so m any m edals w orn for a long tim e. T h e  
review ing officer was Field-M arshal S ir  G erald  
T em p ler, k .g ., g .c .b . ,  g .c .m .g . ,  k .b .e ., d .s .o . ,  d .c .l .,  

w ho paid great respect to the In-Pensioners and was 
most em phatic in his address to the Parade, regarding 
the G overnm ent’ s abolition o f som e o f the County 
names o f  Regim ents, and to the absence o f M inisters, 
w hom  h e  thought m ay be attending the D erb y, 
w hich was held on that day.

W e m et our m em ber, C  S gt. C . K in g , w ho very 
kindly showed us around.
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I f  you  are in town any day, the Royal H ospital, 
C helsea, is w ell w orth a visit. It is open to the public 
from  10-12 and 2-5 p .m . A lso  on S undays the public 
m ay attend the Parade Service at 11 a.m.

R. T .  M eers.

hoping that the road to full recovery and to good 
health w ill not be too long.

T o  all branches o f the Association w e send our 
verv best wishes and every success in the future.

L .R .J .

W .O .s  A N D  S E R G E A N T S  B R A N C H

It is w ith  a sad heart that I w rite these notes on hear­
ing the grave news that the name o f our fam ous R egi­
m ent along w ith  others, w ill, in the very near future, 
disappear from  the list o f Regim ents o f the British 
A rm y. E ven though w e have been incorporated w ith  
the Q ueen ’s Regim ent, the name M I D D L E S E X  
was retained in the title o f that Regim ent. N o w  that 
last link is to be severed. H ow  sad, too, it is to think 
that those responsible, w hether right or w rong, can, 
w ith  a stroke o f the pen, do that w h ich  no enem y, 
large or small, w ith  all their m ight and pow er, could 
ever achieve. T h e y  say that tradition is w ay out. I 
do not think so, for I am sure that all those w ho have 
given their lives for their country w ere inspired b y 
the traditions o f the R egim ent in w hich  they served, 
in m aking that suprem e sacrifice, and it w ould be the 
same again should those w ho are now  serving be 
called upon to defend their country.

It is now  up to all o f us w ho have been proud to call 
ourselves “  D IE -H A R D S  ”  to  keep that title alive 
b y  g iv in g our fu llest support to our Branch o f the 
Association, in order to keep it active, so that w e have 
a place w here w e can m eet and talk and boast o f the 
glories o f a Regim ent w hich, not b y  defeat at the 
hands o f the enem y b u t b y  the stroke o f a pen, ceases 
to exist as an active part o f the B ritish  A rm y.

O u r m eeting in M ay was a huge success. Sixty- or 
m ore m em bers and friends gathered in the 10th 
Q ueen ’s Sergeants M ess to drink a toast to those w ho 
fought and fell at “  A L B U H E R A .”  O u r guests who 
joined us in the toast that evening w ere Colonel and 
M rs. F . W alden, L t.-C o lo n el and M rs. J. D . G unnell 
and M ajor and M rs. R. M . Cain. W e w ere hoping 
to have the pleasure o f the com pany o f our deputy 
C olonel, M ajor-G eneral C . M . M . M an, b ut owing 
to  a prior engagem ent w hich he could not break, he 
was unable to accept our invitation. H e, however, 
sent us h is best wishes for a successful evening.

O u r m eetings in June and July w ere not, I am 
sorry to say, so w ell patronised; only about half-a- 
dozen faithfuls turned up at each m eeting, but we 
w ill still press on and hope that future m eetings w ill 
show  an im provem ent.

I am pleased to report that M ajor Percy N ew m an, 
w ho recently underw ent an operation for an ulcer, 
is n ow  on the road to recovery and is at present in a 
convalescent hom e. I am sure you  w ill all jo in  m e in

1 10th B A T T A L IO N  O C A  (1914-18)

T h e  35th and, unfortunately, the last, Reunion 
was held on Saturday, A pril 27. T h is  annual reunion, 
form ed b y  “  D  ”  C om pany, has joined m any ii^^>r- 
respondence and in m eeting. A n d this ye a rj^ p th  
Battalion m em bers, it m et at the Victory' E x-Services 
C lub , in Seym our Street, M arylebone.

W e w ere fortunate in having m em bers from  
W orcester, C ornw all and W iltshire w ith  their fam ily 
escorts, b ut the total was only tw o dozen, and below  
our booking.

A gain this year, Colonel W alden, on his w ay to a 
prior appointment, k indly opened our proceedings 
and reviewed the R egim ent’s new dispositions.

2 10th B A T T A L IO N  O .C .A . (1914-18)

T h e  40th reunion of this unit was held at the 
V icto ry  E x-Services C lu b  on M a y  25 last under the 
chairm anship o f the president, L t.-C o l. D . B. 
W atson, m .C . Seventy-tw o m em bers and guests 
attended, including M ajor-G en . C . M . M . M an, 
c .b . , o .b .e ., m .c ., C ol. F. W alden, d .l ., M ajor 
R . W . J. Sm ith, m .b .e . , and Preb. G . A . Lew is 
L lo yd , m .b .e . , b .a . (H on. C haplain to the 2/ioth
O .C .A .).

D u ring the evening M ajor-G en . M an accepted 
from  the president for safe custody in the R egi­
mental M useum  the m edals and decorations of the 
late C apt. N . B. M c lv o r , m .c . and Bar. It was 
announced that a g ift o f 100 guineas w as being made 
to  the C hisw ick authorities, w ho in turn would 
undertake in perpetuity the m aintenance and 
preservation o f the Battalion’s m em orials at C hisw ick.

T h e  com pany w ere rem inded that this year was the 
50th anniversary o f the disbanding o f the Battalion 
in 1918. “ O n parade”  was the silver drum  presented 
to  the R egim ent by the O .C .A . to com m em orate the 
com m and of the 1st Battalion b y  L t.-C o l. V . L . N . 
(“ Porky” ) Pearson, d .s .o . , w ho also com m ar^JL 
the 2,10th Battalion from  July 1916 in the P a lesW ^  
cam paign.

T h e  Battalion’s annual Rem em brance service will 
be held at 3 p.m . on Sunday, N ovem ber 10, next 
at C hisw ick C hurch, T h e  M all, W .4. Enquiries 
from  the H on. Secretary, “ C leveland” , Byes Lane, 
S idford, Sidm outh, D evon. A .D .S .

#
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O B I T U A R Y

It is w ith  m uch regret that we have to announce
that the follow ing D ie-H ards have d ie d :

D i g b y — O n  July 7, 1968, ex-S gt. W illiam  H enry 
D ig b y  (L/11248) aged 83. H e enlisted in A ugust 

and served w ith the 4th Battalion until 
i-^ ^em ber 1908 when he was posted to the 3rd 
Battalion in H ong K ong. H e served throughout 
the 1914-18 W ar and was discharged in M arch 
1920.

F r e n c h — In February 1968, ex-Pte. A lb ert Robert 
F rench  ( T F  5319) aged 73. H e enlisted in October 
1915 and served w ith  i/8th Battalion until 19 17 
w hen he w as discharged on account o f wounds 
received in action.

G e a r y — O n June 9, 1968, ex-Pte. John Joseph

#ary (S/5918 and 6189750) aged 83. H e enlisted 
the 6th (Special Reserve) Battalion in O ctober 
1910 and served w ith  that Battalion until the 

outbreak o f war in A ugust 1914, when he was 
posted to the 4th Battalion. H e was wounded 
twice, and on each occasion after recovering he 
was posted to a different Battalion— first to the 
16th (Public Schools) Battalion and, after the 
second time, to the 20th (Shoreditch) Battalion. 
W ith  this latter Battalion he was taken prisoner in 
A p ril 1918. A fter the war he served w ith  the 2nd 
Battalion until he was transferred to the Reserve 
in A pril 1926. H e was a staunch m em ber o f the 
Regim ental Association.

H a w k e r — O n June 9, 1968, ex-Sgt. James H awker 
(L/6053) aged 84. H e enlisted on January 1, 1900, 
and w as posted to the newly-form ed 3rd Battalon 
on com pletion of his recruit training. H e saw 
service in S outh A frica until the end o f the Boer 
W ar in 1902, w hen he joined the 2nd Battalion. 
H e later was posted to the 1st Battalion in India 
and was transferred to the A rm y Reserve, on 
com pleting seven years’ C olour service, in N o vem ­
ber 1907. H e re-joined the 1st Battalion at the 
outbreak o f the 1914-18 W ar, during w hich he

«> awarded the Military- M edal. H e served in 
H om e G uard during the 1939-45 W ar. 

n g s — O n A pril 29, 1968, suddenly, w hilst 
returning from  a holiday in D urban to his home 
at Bulawayo, Rhodesia, Captain H arold Jennings, 
aged 52. H e enlisted in Septem ber 1933 and was 
posted to the 2nd Battalion at Colchester in 1934. 
A t the outbreak o f the 1939-45 W ar he went to 
France w ith  the Battalion and returned to the 
U .K . in M ay 1940 to be com m issioned as a 
Lieutenant on the introduction o f the Em ergency 
Schem e. H e was then posted to the 2/8th Battalion, 
w ta»e as a first class M achine G u n  instructor, he 
w7i^ ^ ise d  m ost successfully in im parting his 
knowledge to m em bers o f this, as yet untrained, 
M .G . Battalion. H e saw active service writh the 
Battalion in N .W . Europe and was m entioned in 
despatches. A t  the end o f hostilities he was 
dem obilised, and want to S outh Africa. Later he 
took an executive post w ith  a large m anufacturing 
firm in Rhodesia.

M a g g s .— O n  July 2 0 , 1968, ex-Sgt. Charles Robert 
M aggs (6196864). H e enlisted in the 9th (T .A .)

Battalion in the early 1920s and served continuously 
w ith  the Battalion until his discharge through 
ill-health during the 1939-45 W ar. H e was a 
staunch D ie-H ard, and a m ost loyal m em ber o f 
our R egim ental Association, especially the 9th 
Battalion Branch.

M o o r e s — E arly in 1968, ex-Sgt. Bob M oores, w ho 
served w ith  the 8th Battalion during the 19 14-18  
W ar. A fterw ards he was em ployed as a m echanic 
w ith  the U xbrid ge G as C om pany and, in 1932, 
the present Chairm an o f our Regim ental A ssocia­
tion, Colonel D esm ond Ellis, w hen he started 
his career w ith  the same com pany, was Bob 
M oo re’ s mate.

P a t e r s o n — O n June 26, 1968, M ajor Ernest Thom as 
Paterson (late A rm y N o . 6196636). H e enlisted 
in M a y  1925 and won prom otion rapidly, attaining 
the rank o f W .O .2  (C .S .M .) in M arch  1939. O n 
posting from  the 1st Battalion in H ong K o n g  to 
the H om e Establishm ent he was granted an 
Em ergency C om m ission as a L ieutenant in July 
1940. D u rin g the war he w as em ployed on the 
instructional staff o f  26 M .G .T .C . ,  retiring w ith  
the honorary rank o f M ajor in 1948.

R a i x d l e — O n June 7, 1968, one day before his 68th 
birthday, M ajor W illiam  A lb ert Raindle (late 
A rm y N o . 6189800). H e enlisted on June 8, 1918, 
his 18th birthday, and was posted to the 53rd 
(Y oun g Soldiers) Battalion. E xcept for a very 
short period he was w ith this unit until A p ril 1919 
when he w as posted to the 19th (Second Public 
W orks Pioneers) Battalion and served w ith  it for 
four m onths in France and Belgium  clearing up 
the debris o f the battlefields. H e joined the 3rd 
Battalion in A u gu st 1919 and served w-ith that 
Battalion until it was disbanded in 1922 w hen he 
was posted to the 1st Battalion. A fter serving for 
24 years in the ranks he was granted an Em ergency 
C om m ission as Lieutenant (Q .M .) in July 1941, 
and spent m ost o f his com m issioned service at 
H eadquarters, Eastern Com m and. O n  retirem ent 
in Septem ber 1948 he w as em ployed b y  the 
Foreign Office in the S ecurity Branch and travelled 
extensively. H e was a staunch D ie-H ard  and took 
a keen interest in the Regim ent until his final 
illness.

S m i t h — O n D ecem ber 4, 1967, ex-S gt. J. E . D . K . 
Sm ith (6212084), w ho landed w ith  the 2nd 
Battalion in N orm andy on “  D  ”  D a y in 1944 and 
served w ith  the Battalion throughout the cam paign 
in N .W . Europe.

T u r n b u l l — O n July 1, 1968, ex-Pte. Charles 
Edw ard T u rn b u ll (6198401) aged 60. H e enlisted 
in February- 1928 and, on com pletion o f his recruit 
training, served w ith  the 1st Battalion until 
D ecem ber 1935, w hen he was transferred to the 
Reserve. H e w as recalled to the C olours at the 
outbreak o f the 1939-45 W ar, served w ith  the
B .E .F . in France and w as w ounded at D unkirk. 
H e w as posted to the Rifle Brigade in July 1941 
and served w ith  that R egim ent until D ecem ber 
1945-
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