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R e-organisation o f  T h e  Q u een ’s R egt R H Q  and 
C ou n ty  Office

Follow ing the recent D efence econom ies and re­

quirem ents for reductions in the M in istry  o f D efence 

civilian m anpow er, the establishm ents o f R H Q s of 

Infantry regim ents have been under close scrutiny 

^ ^^ ind review  b y  the S taff Inspection T ea m  o f the 

M inistry o f D efence.

A s a result it has been decided that the R H Q  o f the 

Q ueen ’s R egt should be re-organised and concen­

trated at C an terb ury b y  the end o f 1978, and it is 

p lanned to close the C o u n ty  O ffice at Edgw are by 

D ecem ber this year.

T h is  decision closely affects the M iddlesex O C A  

because, o f  course, ou r Secretary and his staff and 

office accom m odation are provided from  w ithin the 

M O D  civilian m anpow er establishm ent o f  the 

Q ueens R egt and henceforth, therefore, w ill be 

located at C an terb ury in K e n t instead o f  Edgw are in 

M iddlesex.

T o geth er w ith  M aj G en  S ir  John W illo u gh b y and

our Secretary, M aj Frank W aldron, I attended a 

conference recently at the M O D  under the C h air­

m anship o f  the D e p u ty  C olonel o f the Q ueens Regt 

(M aj G en  R. S . N . M ans, C B E ) to discuss the p ro­

posals and repercussions in m ore detail. It is the 

intention now  that those aspects w'hich are o f m ost 

concern to the M idd lesex O C A  w ill be exam ined b y  

the E xecutive C om m ittee o f  our Association to decide 

how  the present functions o f ou r Secretary can best 

be carried out so as to ensure both the short and long 

term interests and continuity o f ou r O C A . In this 

respect it is already clear, how ever, that it is the 

intention o f the M O D  to continue to provide support 

for the Associations o f  the form er regim ents and their 

responsibilities, and therefore I do not anticipate any 

drastic changes in the scope o f either the charitable 

work or the social activities w hich  are undertaken 

b y ou r Association.

M eanw hile the Association T r u s t  Funds, ou r 

M em orial H om es, and our Regim ental M useum  

remain and w ill continue to rem ain w ithin ou r care 

and responsibility. T h ese  are in a healthy condition 

and are in good shape. I am confident, therefore, that 

all D iehards and their dependants can continue to be 

assured o f the benefits and com radeship brought 

about through m em bership o f  yo u r O ld  Com rades 

Regim ental Association.



R E G IM E N T A L  C A L E N D A R  O F  E V E N T S  1977

D ate Event

Saturday, 
A p ril 30

W ednesday, 
 ̂ M a y  4 

Saturday, 
M a y  7

Saturday, 
M a y  14

W ednesday, 
June 1 

Friday,
June 17 

A u gu st 23 to 26

W ednesday, 
O ctob er 5 

Friday,
O ctob er 7 

Sunday, 
O ctober 23 

Saturday,
N o vem b er 12 

Sunday,
N o vem b er 13

1/7th Bn (1939-45) D inner at 
T A V R  C entre, Priory' Road, 
H ornsey, N8 

S p rin g G o lf  M eeting at N orth  
H ants G o lf  C lub , Fleet 

2/ioth Bn O C A  Luncheon at 
V icto ry  C lu b , Seym our Street, 
W 2

Afternoon— A lbuhera Service o f 
R em em brance at S t P au l’s 
Cathedral 

Evening —  Annual Reunion, 
Porchester H all, Queensway, 
W 2 

D e rb y  O uting

Officers C lu b  D inner, A rm y and 
N a vy  C lu b , Pall M all, S W i 

Pilgrim age to M ons for cere­
m onies in connection w ith  the 
63rd Anniversary' o f the Battle. 
Private Parties 

A utum n  G o lf  M eeting at N orth  
H ants G o lf  C lu b , F leet 

2/7th Bn O C A  D inner at V icto ry  
C lu b , Seym our Street, W 2 

Attendance at C h u rch  Parade, 
Royal H ospital, C helsea 

C erem ony at Field  o f R em em ­
brance, W estm inster A b b ey  

1000 hours— R em em brance D ay 
Service at Inglis Barracks, 
M ill H ill, follow ed by a 
reunion at T A V R  C entre, 
Edgw are.

1045 hours— 7th Bn W reath 
L a yin g  C erem ony at H ornsey 
Parish C h u rch  by the H ornsey 
and Enfield Branch 

1500 hours— 2/ioth  Bn Rem em ­
brance D a y Service at S t 
N icholas C h u rch , C hisw ick 

V isit to L ille, private partiesN o vem b er (date 
to be fixed)
M ake a note o f  these dates now

D O N A T IO N S — C H A R IT A B L E  F U N D
T h e  S ecretary gratefu lly  acknowledges the follow ­

ing donations to the C haritable Fund from : M aj
F . H . Blackburn, M r  R. R. C haplin, M r W . J. 
G ilyatt, m b e , M r W . R. L ee, L illey  Benevolent 
T ru st.

D O N A T IO N S  T O  S T  P A U L ’S
T h e  Secretary gratefu lly  acknow ledges a donation 

from  the D uke o f  C am b ridge W in e C lu b  to the St 
P a u l’s Fund.

B E N E V O L E N T  G R A N T S
D u rin g  the period January r, r976, to D ecem ber 

3r, r976, the sum  o f £2369 25 was spent on assisting 
n o  m em bers o f  the Regim ent.

FR E E  N E W S L E T T E R

T h e  Editor wishes to thank the following m em bers 
for their generosity in paying extra subscriptions so 
that free copies o f The Diehards Neicsletter can be 
sent to deserving O ld Com rades:

M rs L . Anson, M r C . F. Baldwin, M r T . R. 
Bennett, M r E . J. Berm ingham , M r C . C . Bradish,
M r C . T .  Bull, M r R. R. Chaplin, M r W . R. S. 
Clark, M r E. J. C ollier, M aj R. J. P. C um m ins, M r 
T . D . Forgham , M r T . G . Forrester, M r W . J. 
G ilyatt, m b e , L t E. C . Graham , M rs R. F. G reer^ ^k 
M aj W . H. G rogan, M rs E. T .  Hastie, M r F. H e n n a h ^ r  
M rs E. H erepath, M aj L . T .  H oneybun, M r L. 
H osslen, M r W . K night, m b e , M aj W . T .  J. Lane,
M r W . R. L ee, M aj A . F. Lockw ood, M r P. F. 
M aloney, M r J. M . M anning, M r A . M ason, M r R.
T . M eers, M r F. H. N ash, M aj A . W . F. Peal, M aj 
C . E. E. Scott, M r S. F. Sibley, M r A . E. T u th ill,
M r C . Unwins.

R O Y A L  H O S P IT A L , C H E L S E A
F O U N D E R S  D A Y  1977 A

T h e  Founders D ay C erem ony w ill take place this 
year on the afternoon o f Thursday, June 2, 1977, 
at 3pm , w hen his Royal H ighness T h e  Prince o f 
W ales is to inspect the In-Pensioners.

30 ‘ S troller’ tickets are available and application 
for tickets should be m ade to the Editor.

E M P L O Y M E N T

M r Phillip G w yn , younger son o f B rig R. A. 
G w yn , has built up a fairly large business in London 
called the Reliance Services G roup— M ain office in 
Victoria w ith  his own office in 74 Ebury Street.

O ne o f the Com panies in the group is called the 
Reliance S ecurity Com pany. M ain Depot is in 
Brixton with one at Ealing and a further one planned 
in N E  London.

T h e  group is anxious to get more ‘recruits’ o f  the 
right type and anyone leaving the service is particu­
larly w elcom e. I f  you  are interested write to the 
Personnel M anager, Reliance S ecurity C om pany,
74 E bu ry Street, London S W i.

D O N A T IO N S

A  very generous donation o f £250 has been 
received b y  the Regim ental Association from  the 
T rustees o f  the L illey  Benevolent T ru st. £100 to be 
allocated to the Association Charitable Fund and 
£ 150  to the 9th Bn Branch to be held for maintaining 
and/or acquiring exhibits for their display in the 
Regim ental M useum . A  letter o f  thanks has been 
sent.

T H E  E V E R S L IE G H  S T A R

T h e  date o f the introduction o f the E v e rslie g h ^ ^ i 
star, worn on the epaulettes o f the Officers o f t h e ^ ^  
Regim ent, is at present a m atter o f  conjecture, due 
to the loss o f valuable records in H ong K ong. I f  
any reader has specific know ledge of the date this 
badge o f rank was introduced the regimental archivist 
w ould be grateful for the inform ation.
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A L B U H E R A  S E R V IC E  O F  R E M E M B R A N C E  1977
T h e  Albuhera Service o f R em em brance this year 

w ill be held in the Regim ental M em orial Chapel, 
S t P au l’s C athedral, at 2.30pm  on Saturday, M ay 14. 
T h e  R ev P. L . Pearce G ould , o b e , m a ,  Rector, of 
B ackw ell has once again very kindly agreed to assist 
w ith the Service. W ives and friends are welcom e. N o 
tickets are required. D ecorations and medals should 
be worn.

•  A N N U A L  R E U N IO N  1977
Arrangem ents have been made to hold the Annual 

Reunion this year at the Porchester H all, Queensway, 
on Saturday, M a y  14, from  7.15pm  to 11.30pm . 
Charges for admission w ill be as follows:

Single ticket, 25p; D oub le tickets (adm itting Lady 
and G entlem an), 5op.

T ickets  can be purchased at the door or by appli­
cation to the Secretary w ith the necessary remittance.

A  D ance Band w ill be in  attendance. Bars and 
buffets w ill be open from  7.15pm .

^  D E R B Y  O U T IN G  1977
T h e  D erby outing w ill be on W ednesday, June i. 

M em bers on the D e rb y  outing list o f previous years 
w ill receive details in due course. A nyone else 
interested in attending should contact the Secretary 
for details.

M ID D L E S E X  R E G IM E N T  G O L F IN G  
S O C IE T Y

M em bers o f the G olfing Society are rem inded 
that the S pring G o lf  m eeting takes place on W ednes­
day, M ay 4. D etails w ill be issued shortly. A n y  
golfer who has not previously had correspondence 
and w ho w ou ld  like to play should write to the 
Secretary for details.

F O R M E R  C O L O N E L  O F  T H E  Q U E E N ’S 
R E G IM E N T

L t G en  S ir R ichard C raddock, k b e , c b , d s o , died 
on February 14, 1976. H e was Colonel o f T h e  
Q ueens R egim ent from  1966 to 1973.

T h e  thanksgiving service held on Friday, February 
18, 1977, w as attended b y:

•  M aj G en  S ir  John W illoughb y, k b e , c b ; M aj G en
G . P. L . W eston, c b , c b e ,  d s o ; C ol J. N . Shipster, 
c b e , d s o , D e p u ty  C olonel (M iddlesex) T h e  Queens 
R egt; and C ol A . S. J. de S. C layton, o b e ,  form er 
D epu ty Colonel.

D E P O T  T H E  Q U E E N ’S D IV IS IO N
A t C hristm as the D epo t distributed food parcels 

to old age pensioners in the R oyston area. It was 
indeed a coincidence that one o f the recipients was 
M r  P. H . J. Beale and even a greater one to discover 
he was a D iehard. P ercy  Beale w ho is now  84 lives

•  w ith  his w ife at 32 G reen  Street, Royston. H e 
enlisted in 1914 and served initially in 13th Bn 
M iddlesex Regt. A fter b eing w ounded at Y pres he 
spent a period o f  convalescence in England before 
returning to Flanders to join  the 2nd Bn. Percy 
left the A rm y in June 1919 but, to this day, he has 
vivid  m em ories o f the first W o rld  W ar and above all 
he is proud to have served in the Diehards.

T  &  A V R  Basic T ra in in g  Cadres are often held 
at the D epot and invariably one o f the instructors 
is P S I Sgt Jack Dann (C O N R A T ). ‘ F lash ’ Dann 
served in the M iddlesex R egt from  1959 until 
leaving 4 Queens in 1971. H e served m ainly in  ‘A ’ 
C o y  and because o f his height and smartness was 
an autom atic choice for right m arker duties. ‘D iehard ’ 
D ann as his other nicknam e im plies was a staunch 
m em ber o f the Regim ent and after a period in 
C ivilian  L ife  the call to service was too great and 
he returned to active d uty in  O ctob er 1975.

In m y last notes I m entioned that W’O i M ichael 
F lyn n  was to be com m issioned in A p ril. T h is  was 
brought forward to January and he is now  serving 
w ith  2 Queens.

‘B rew er’ D rane wrote to m e recently and m en­
tioned a num ber o f  D iehards w ho are living in  East 
A nglia. T h ro u gh  the m edium  o f  the N ew sletter I 
invite anyone w ho w ould like to attend the Reunion 
on M a y  14 at the Porchester H all and requires 
transport, to contact me.

It is ou r intention to run a m inibus from  Bassing- 
bourn.

A lthough there w ill not be an open day at Bassing- 
bourn this year the D epot w ill celebrate H M  T h e  
Q ueen ’s S ilver Jubilee b y having a beating of 
Retreat C erem ony on T h u rsd ay, June 23. T h e  
cerem ony w ill be open to the general public.

C a p t  K e n  B e a l e

W. J. DARDRY
FLORIST

f o r

F lo w ers , P la n ts  e tc .

Telephone 346 5680 

10 H O LD E R S H ILL PA R A D E  

M IL L  HELL • NW 7 1L Y

(Opposite Hendon Cemetery &  Crem atorium
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‘B ’ C O M P  A m ',  6 7 th  Q U E E N S  (V O L U N T E E R ) 
R E G IM E N T

Shouts o f  ‘T h e  British are com ing’ w ere heard at 
an Am erican .Air Force base in the last week o f 
January as T erritoria l A rm y volunteers from Edg- 
ware and H ornsey tried to make up some o f the 
ground lost in 1776. T h e  ‘B ’ C o y  o f the 6/7th 
V olunteer Bn o f the Q ueen ’s Regt at the T A V R  
C entre in D eansbrook Road, Edgw are, took part in 
a training exercise w ith  U K -b a sed  Am ericans at 
M olesw orth  in H untingdon. T h e y  w ere joined by 
the fellow  ‘B ’ C o y  m em bers based at H ornsey. L t  
G ordon A ndrew  (who can be found teaching chem is­
try on weekdays) led the British advance party and 
secured the m unitions com pound that the com pany 
guarded as a key point throughout the battle o f the 
M in ute M an. T h e  ‘gate’ was defended by C pl A lan 
Frater. A lth o u gh  this section was overwhelm ed 
three tim es the ‘ H ornsey H ustlers’ w ere able to 
recapture it throughout the battle. H ow ever, the 
exercise ended on a happy note o f  alliance when 
M aj M artin  D onley, com m anding the U S  10 
S ecurity Police S qn , and M aj R oger Lowans, 
com m anding ‘ B ’ C o y , exchanged Regim ental shields. 
T h e  latest dispatch from  the area indicates that 
S gt T re v o r Pidgeon had great difficulty getting 
his Edgw are m en back into trim  after the Am ericans 
had sabotaged them  w ith breakfast bribes o f straw ­
berries and waffles.

Editor.— T h e  interesting thing about the trophy is 
that the Am ericans have inscribed it ‘to the 57th 
R egim ent’ ; ‘B ’ C o y , 6/7th Q u een ’s R egt being our 
T erritoria l A rm y successors.

M a j M a r t in  D o n le y ,  U S A F  (le ft), p re s e n ts  M aj 
R o g e r  L o w a n s  w ith  a  s h ie ld  a s  a  s o u v e n ir  o f  
E x e r c is e  M in u te  M a n . T h e  T r a in in g  e x e r c is e  
in  H u n tin g d o n  w a s  n a m e d  a f te r  th e  v o lu n te e r s  

in  th e  U S  W a r  o f  In d e p e n d e n c e

Photograph by B . J . Parker

1 /7th B A T T A L IO N  1939-45

W e are looking forw ard to the i/7th Bn ( i 939- 45) 
D in n er at H ornsey D rill Hall on Saturday, A pril 30. 
I sincerely hope w e have a large gathering once

again. I f  you are not on our m ailing list but w ish to 
com e by all means telephone me at 01-907 4901 
for details o f  times and cost (not yet finalised), you 
w ill be most welcome.

‘O u r ’ B rig B. B. Rackham , c b e , m c , d l , w ill be in 
the chair again, and it is always a very heartwarm ing 
evening.

W e are still looking for m embers w illing to take 
part on the C om m ittee so that w'e may organise 
regular m eetings and functions at the Drill H all on a 
m onthly or quarterly basis.

It seems a great pity to lose touch after all these 
years and w e’ve spent m any happy times together in 
the past so let’s see w hat we can do once aga in !

I am assured o f  every co-operation and encourage­
m ent from  the ‘Q ueen’s’ based at H ornsey, and this 
was m ost evident during our Arm istice Sunday 
Parade.

T h e  Chairm an o f the H ornsey and Enfield 
Branch, L t  C ol D . E. Sim pson, t d , has for many 
years shown great enthusiasm  and effort to keep the 
branch going and certainly deserves our backing—  
so w'hat about it ‘D iehards’— show us you are still 
alive and kicking and let’s hear from you.

K indest regards to you all.
L e s  H o s s l e n

M I L L  H IL L  B R A N C H

Jubilee year is here, the two sevens make it also 
the year o f  the Pothooks. I therefore consider these 
notes should start by w ishing jubilation to three o f 
our m em bers w ho are wearing a medal bearing the 
effigy o f H er M ajesty ’s great-great-grandm other. 
T h e  three veterans who have the Q ueen ’s South 
A frica  medal are M aj ‘Plum bago’ A llott, Q uarter­
m aster Bob D outhet and ‘T ic k y ’ M orden whose ages 
total up to 281 years. O ur rem aining nonogenarians 
whose ages had reached double figures when Queen 
V ictoria celebrated her D iam ond Jubilee should, of 
course, be rem em bered. T h e y  are A lb ert G ale, 
‘ D a b sy ’ C larke, G eorge Duffield, F. C hennery, Bill 
Bishop and ‘Pickles’ Newm an. O u r two lady nono­
genarians are M esdam es Lew'in and Baldry. T h e  
you n g men have a total o f 548 years w hilst the ‘g irls ’ 
have a total o f 185, m aking a grand total for the three 
groups above, a m atter o f 1,014 years.

A t our February gathering the m em bers present 
celebrated, very vocally, the birthdays o f two other 
m em bers o f the distaff side, M rs Rose L o w e and 
N adine Faulkner, the latter being one year old and 
the grand-daughter o f Stan and Vera K ersw ill. M rs 
Rose D rane, ‘T h e  D uchess’ , was m istress o f cere­
m onies and conducted the birthday table orchestra 
w ith great zest and flailing arms. T h e  m ale-voice 
choir sounded som ewhat like the M uppets and 
m aybe looked like them  by 10pm! W hilst w riting o f 
sevens and birthdays it is an opportunity to m ention 
an associate m em ber w ho has her 77th birthday this 
year and w ho m arried 57 years ago, thus com bining 
both ou r regim ental num bers. She is M rs Ivy 
C larke, who is always one o f  the first to register in 
at our m onthly m eetings. How'ever early I arrive at 
our gatherings I find Ivy Clarke, Len  Johnson and 
C harlie A sh b y already on parade.

From  Berlin e x -C S M  T o n y  Briggs sends greetings 
to com rades he served w ith in Korea and other 
places less noisy. H e is now w ith  the A dm inistrative 
Section o f the British M ilitary G overnm ent. O ther 
m em bers w ho send belated greetings for 1977 and 
w ho find tim e taken b y  travel prevents them  from 
join ing us as often as they wish are Bill C ook, from 
Lurnea, N S W , A lf  D am on in Tasm ania, ‘C o ck ’ 
G room bridge from  Adelaide w'hose com rade o f the 
Signal Section 20th (Shoreditch) Bn ‘Bum ble B ray’

# Barclay has been ill for some time, and Pip Connor, 
M M , that regular correspondent from W illowdale, 
O ntario. Pip hopes that, D eo Favente, he will be 
able to visit B lighty this year.

T h ree  o f ou r m em bers have recently changed 
their location. T h e y  are S qn L d r  Jim A bell, the son 
o f M aj W . H . A bell, the first officer to be killed in 
action in 1914, e x -C S M  H ookey W alker, m m , and 
‘Pongo’ Rodgers. Jim  has now  retired and as he has 
joined the wheelchair ranks, decided to m ove from 
O xted  to O ld  O xted. H ookey is now an In-Pensioner

•  at the Royal H ospital C helsea, whilst Pongo has 
m oved from M arylebone to H illingdon.

D u rin g the winter, w e have had a num ber of 
m em bers hors de combat, and I sincerely hope they 
will be fit and m obile in tim e to join  in ou r annual 
A lbuhera cerem onies. O u r casualties due to illness 
have been C ol M ervyn  C raw ford , d s o , d l , j p ; ex- 
R S M  Jim D avis w ho served w ith  the G uernsey 
M ilitia during W orld W ar I, and for m any years 
w ith  the 2nd Bn im m ediately after the war; ‘ U g ly ’ 
H ogg, for m any years a regim ental m usician; ex- 
R Q M S  ‘Jacko’ Jaques w ho has recently becom e 
eligible for a free bus pass; Blood Orm es who has the 
refreshing air o f C lacton-on-Sea to give him  verve 
in the sum m er m onths ahead and H ookey W alker 
now' in the infirm ary at Chelsea w'here Shiner W right, 
an old com rade o f the 4th Bn o f  1914. recently visited 
him.

O ur Regim ental Secretary M aj Frank W aldron, 
m be , and M rs G race W aldron recently celebrated 
their Pearl W ed ding when the w riter was able to 
convey congratulations to them  at the same tim e as 
hearing from  two o f  his com rades o f  H ong K ong 
and the ‘L isb on M aru ’ , those old soldiers being 
‘D eadhead’ N esb it and A rth u r Page, the latter 
keeping me inform ed about the present condition 
o f  Blacon C am p where so m any o f  our machine 
gunners had their initial training.

V ery  m uch in training and in  tip-top physical 
condition is M aj K en  C layden  who takes his fam ily 
along the roof o f  E ngland as often as he can escape 
from  his office. H e knows his w'ay along the Pennines 
as well as I know m y w ay over to ‘T h e  M ill’ at 
K e lly ’s C orner. V ery  fit also is C ap t Battler Craydon, 
w ho still leads his Pipers and D rum m ers plus his 
cadets w hom  he is training to play flutes and drums. 
It is a treat to see Battler in full H ighland garb 
leading the parade w ith  great elan, albeit he is now 
nearer 80 than 70.

O n  the note o f  pipes, flutes, drum s and bugles, 
these notes m ust end as the hou r o f  T atto o  is far 
past and m orpheus calls.

D i c k  S m i t h

E A L IN G  B R A N C H

Since the last issue o f the N ew sletter I have 
m anaged to visit a few  o f our m em bers w ho cannot 
get about m uch. First I called on A rth ur W erndley 
(1st Bn) w ho is com ing up to 90 and w e had a chat 
about old  times. H e told m e he enlisted in 1904 and 
although he is very deaf and nearly blind his m em ory 
is very good, recalling the days when C ol E lgee was 
in com m and o f  the 1st Bn. A rth u r and his w ife have 
been happily married fo r 63 years and have a very 
nice hom e in W est Ealing. N e x t visit was to H arry 
Springle (1 /8th Bn) and I found him  at hom e with 
his brother-in-law  (who served 25 years in  the 
Border Regt) both with m ugs o f rum  and coffee. 
Needless to say that I jo ined them  and w e had a 
real old natter. I have yet to decide w ho w on the 
1914 W ar, the Diehards or the Borders, but I m ust 
say they had a good brand o f ‘N elson ’s B lo od ’ .

A lso called on G eorge Parr-H ead (2/8 1914) but 
the old chap was in bed, and I handed good wishes 
from  the boys to his daughter.

Ernie Duffield is back in hospital ow in g to a 
tem porary relapse but his son hopes he w ill be out 
again soon. A  nice letter from  Johnny Priske (1/8 
1914) w ho now  lives at Poughton and one from  
C harlie Brust, m m  (1/7 1914), and Eddie N icholls 
(1/8 1914). Both are reasonably well. A s far as I 
know all the others are w ell and jo in  w ith  me in 
sending good wishes to all Diehards, everwhere.

A l b e r t  W h i t e

P e t e r  M c R a e
& C O M P A N Y  L IM IT E D

Life Assurance Consultants 

Insurance an d  M ortgage Brokers

14-16 West Street, East Grinstead, 
Sussex

Telephone: East Grinstead 25977

Did you know  that besides protecting 

your family, life assurance can assist in 

other fields, such as education, house 

purchase, pension, and estate du ty?  We 

specialise in the needs of service person­

nel and w ou ld  be pleased to advise.

W e make no charges

W e also have departm ents specialising  

in other form s of general insurances  

w hich  are at your service
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9th B A T T A L IO N  B R A N C H

A ll m em bers o f  the Branch received a letter from  
us in M arch  in w h ich  w e related the news up to 
then, one im portant item  being the Reunion and 
D inner being held on the 26th, w hich  we hope will 
be o f  interest to ou r M em bers. Please note that this 
article w as w ritten before the D inner was held and 
news o f  that w ill be in the next issue.

In ou r last notes in the D ecem ber issue w e spoke 
o f  the special corner in ou r M useum  in w hich there 
w ere a grow ing num ber o f exhibits concerning our 
Battalion and that another interesting display would 
be shortly announced. A ctually  that interesting dis­
play was portrayed on page 9 o f  that issue, and was 
the photograph o f the Decorations and m edals o f 
L t  G en  S ir Brian H orrocks, k c b , k b e , d s o ,  m c ,  l l d .

W e w ish to state how  proud the m em bers are o f 
the honour that the G eneral has bestowed on us.

T h e  Branch is also very pleased to know  that the 
m edals o f  the late R S M  L . D rinkw ater, w ho was 
prom oted into that rank w hilst w e were on active 
service and as the notes o f  our C urator explained, 
joined the new constituted 9th in 1908.

L t  C ol G . Fox, whose indefatigable efforts have 
produced the exhibits, or m ost o f  them , in the 
M u seu m  relating to ou r Battalion, w rote recently 
so w e can now  enum erate the contents o f  the display 
cabinet w hich contains the decorations and medals 
o f  form er m em bers o f  the 9th. T h e y  are C ol W . P. 
H ew ett, t d , C ol G . Beach, c b , o b e , t d , C ol A . G . 
Bartholom ew , o b e , t d , M aj P. V . C otton, o b e , t d , 
C ol G . W . T u p p er, t d , C ol J. N . Lam ont, m c ,  t d , 

C ap t L . M . H ew lett, t d , C ap t T h e  R ight H on L o rd  
S om erville, p c , o b e ,  C ap t S ir  V ivyan  H olt, k b e , 
c m g ,  m v o , M aj H . Sherw ood, t d ,  C apt A . F . H. 
M ieville , C ap t J. C . C am pbell, m c ,  M aj H . W . 
T h om p son , m b e , L t W . G . Lane, R S M  L . D rin k­
water, m s m , and Pte W . G . W ilkins.

A lso on the wall near the cabinet are photographs 
o f  all the C om m anding Officers o f  the 9th since it 
was form ed in 1908.

T h e re  is a w ater colour picture b y  Seppings 
W right, a r a , o f  the crossing o f  the Lesser Z a b  and a 
sketch o f  N e jf  from  a p icquet drawn b y  a m em ber o f 
‘ B ’ C o y  when w e surrounded the tow n in M arch  
1919. M aj P. V . C o tto n ’s full dress uniform  w ith the 
helm et the dagger and T u rk ish  O rd er surrendered 
b y S heik M aham ud to M aj H. W . T hom pson , m b e  

(see C urato r’ s note in S eptem ber 1976 issue) also in 
exhibit.

W e  hope this w ill encourage m ore people to visit 
ou r M useum .

W ith best wishes to you all.
R .T .M .

PERSONAL JOTTINGS
A  recent correspondent is M r T o m m y Carr 

(6202774) who is em ployed as Estates Secretary, 
U rban Areas, H ong Kong. I notice he is in possession 
o f the C olonial Police M edal. H e tells me that Jack 
Lapsky (6210669) is still in H ong K ong running his 
printing business w hich has become a subsidiary of 
W heelback M arden.

T o m m y ju st missed seeing Charlie Bellcham bers 
(6204475) who was recently in H ong K o n g  from I 
Australia.

M aj A lan C arter visited R H Q  recently and tells 
m e he is going to Canada in A pril to see his daughter. 
A lan C arter was A djutant to the 1 /7th Bn during 
the 1939-45 W ar.

E x -R S M  Jim D avis when paying his subscriptions 
tells m e that he very seldom leaves his hom e these 
days and gets around w ith the aid o f a walking 
frame.

H e sends his regards to all Diehards and regrets 
that he cannot attend any functions.

S gt L . R. D a y (LS/6400286) who is em ployed as 
R ecruiting Sergeant at Finchley, was awarded the 
M eritorious Service M edal in January 1977. H e will 
be rem em bered as a Sergeant in the Band o f  the 
is t  Bn 1961-65 and from  1965-67 as instructor to 
the Junior S old ier C om pany at C anterbury. His 
original unit was the Royal Sussex.

A  recent letter from  Ex-Bandm aster W . J. G ilyatt 
tells m e that he was recently knocked dow n b y a car 
at T ottenham  Hale. H e was on the way hom e after 
p laying his com et at an O ld Peoples C lu b  in W a l­
tham stow. H e suffered cuts and bruises, spent a 
week in bed, but is now  alm ost w ell again.

E x -S g t Frank G rib b le  (6189121) has recently been 
in hospital suffering from  bronchitis but is now 
back hom e. Frank a very w ell known character in 
the Regim ent served from  1915-36, and from  1939- 
45. W e wish him  a full and speedy recovery.

A  new ly joined m em ber o f the Regim ental A sso­
ciation is M r A . G . H orne (19036854) who served 
w ith  the is t  Bn in H ong K o n g  and Korea and was a 
Lance-C orporal.

H e left the A rm y in 1952 but re-enlisted later into 
the R A O C  and later transferred to the Intelligence 
C orps and was discharged to pension in 1973 as a 
Staff-Sergeant.

W hilst serving w ith the is t  Bn he learnt Cantonese 
and then M andarin C hinese. H e tells me he still 
keeps in practice.

T h e  engagem ent has been announced between 
Patrick H aslett, son o f the late M aj P. H. Freke 
Evans, o f Cam bridge, and Susan Penelope, daughter 
o f M aj and M rs G . K en t o f Furzen Lodge, A binger 
C om m on, Surrey.
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T h e  daughter o f M r  P. R. H utchins, m m , tells mc 
that Percy has been in hospital again and is gradually 
getting better. W e wish him  a very speedy recovery 
and thank M rs Edm unds for keeping in  touch.

M aj W . T .  J. Lane writes to tell me that he has 
now  retired from  the Bath C ollege o f  A rt and is 
livin g at Corsham , W ilts. For m any years he was 
Quarterm aster o f the H ong K o n g Volunteer Regt.

M r Bill L ee, L cp l retired, regrets that he has 
been unable to attend any m eetings recently but the 
weather has not been good to his chest. H e ends his 
letter by saying ‘Still it is not fatal unless it kills m e’ . 
O ur best wishes to Bill.

W e w ish a speedy recovery to good health for M r 
W . F. L ee  (6195668) w ho tells m e that he has not 
been able to get out for som e months. H e sends his 
greetings to all his friends in the Regiment.

" M r J. M . M annering has not been too w ell o f late 
but is now recovering. H e tells m e he is no longer 
allowed to drink alcoholic liquor or smoke, and he has 
not the strength to do anything else.

H e spends a lo t o f his spare tim e in recruiting 
Diehards to the Regim ental Association.

T h e  engagem ent has been announced between 
Archibald, younger son o f  S ir A rth ur and L ady 
D u ncan o f C astlehill, D um frieshire, and Isabel, 
daughter o f M aj and M rs K en n eth  M cK en zie  Biggs, 
o f M erkland, A uldgirth , Dum friesshire.

M aj M . J. M ontgom ery successfully com pleted 
D ivision  3 o f N o  10 A rm y S taff C ourse at the 
Royal M ilitary  C ollege o f Science from  O ctober to 
D ecem ber 1975 and at the S ta ff C ollege, Cam berley, 
from  January to O ctober 1976, and is now entitled 
to the sym bol ‘p sc ’ against his name in m ilitary 
records.

M r Frank N ash sends greetings to all O ld C om ­
rades but regrets it is no longer possible for him  to 

^ ^ it te n d  Regim ental Functions.

A  recent correspondent was M aj A . W . F . Peal 
who is now retired and lives in Exeter, D evon.

A  recent correspondent is E x -S g t W . A . Phillips 
(6201806) E x - is t  Bn w ho em igrated to N ew  Zealand 
after the war. H e was part o f a draft w ho left H ong 
K o n g  under com m and o f C ap t V ic  C ooper, prior 
to the outbreak o f the w ar in H on g K o n g  and got 
caught up in the M idd le East on the way home. M r

# Phillips was a very good lightw eight boxer. H e is 
com ing hom e for three m onths leave in A pril and 
has prom ised to attend the A nnual Reunion.

L t  J. M . Pickard w ho as a N ational Service Officer 
served w ith  the 1st Bn in C yprus from  1956-58 and 
was m entioned in despatches, also held the 
appointm ent o f Intelligence O fficer in the Battalion

H e has recently joined the Board o f G rattan 
W arehouses L td  and has been appointed a D epu ty 
Chairm an prior to him  being appointed Chairm an in 
due course. In addition to this appointm ent he is 
D epu ty  Chairm an o f the British Printing C orpora­
tion, a D irector o f Bestobell L td , the International 
Engineering G roup, and also has his ow n business of 
M ichael Pickard L td , C om prising H appy Eater L td  
(Restaurant chain), A ll W eather Sports A ctivities 
L td  (Squash Club/centre)— o f all o f  w hich he is 
Chairm an.

L t C ol J. S. B. Pollard, m b e ,  back in U K  after 
com m anding the N orthern  Frontier Regim ent in 
Om an, has assum ed the appointm ent o f A A G , H Q  
T h e  Q ueens D iv, Bassingbourn.

He has also becom e a m em ber o f the R egim ental 
A ssociation Executive Com m ittee.

M r A . Pretlove (6199003) has joined the R egi­
m ental Association. H e served w ith  the i/7th Bn T A  
from  1929-33. In 1940 he was called up fo r service 
and joined the D C L I  until 1941 when he was posted 
to the 1/7th Bn and served w ith  them  throughout 
the war until taking his release on D ecem ber 20, 
1945-

B irthday greetings w ere sent to M r G . W . Prosser 
on his 84th birthday. H e served w ith  our 1st, 2nd 
and 4th Bns in the 19 14 -18  G reat W ar. H e states 
he is still in fairly good shape and can still do a few  
odd jobs in his workshop.

Brig D . B. Rendell, c b e , m c ,  m b i m , has retired 
after 38 years service, the last 23 having been served 
w ith  the R oyal C orps o f  M ilitary Police. T h e  first 
D iehard to have held the appointm ent o f  Provost 
M arshal (Arm y), he also served w ith  the Parachute 
Regt at T u n is  and Arm heim  and com m anded ‘A* 
C o y  o f the 1st Bn in Korea.

H e is now  residing at Selsey, W est Sussex.

A  most w elcom e caller at R H Q  was ex -L cp l R eg 
Shore (6201889) w ho enlisted at M ill H ill on N o vem ­
ber 6, 1933, and took his discharge in 1946 after 
service w ith  the 1st Bn in H ong K o n g  and Japan. 
T a ffy , as he was known, was on the M T  and is still 
m ixed up w ith  vehicles w orking at V auxhalls Luton. 
H e looked very fit and happy.

O u r congratulations to C ap t J. K . E . Slack, t d , on 
being appointed to becom e a C ircu it Judge as the 
C ircu it Bench has only recently been open to 
Solicitors as opposed to Barristers and John is one 
o f  five Solicitors first appointed to the C ircu it 
Board.

H e was a m em ber o f the T erritoria l A rm y serving 
w ith  the 9th Bn from  1052-61 and the 5th Bn from  
1961-65.

7



C ap t G eorge Sim m ons honoured R H Q  w ith a 
visit. H e is now based at M aidstone w here he com ­
m ands a Q ueens Regim ent Inform ation T eam . H e 
enlisted 1948 and served for m any years in the 1st Bn 
and was a popular Sergeant M ajor. H is son Stephen 
is at present attending R M A , Sandhurst.

E x-C p l K . \  . Sutton, w ho was so badly wounded 
in K orea, tells m e that he has settled dow n very 
happily in the village o f  Sharrington, M elton 
C onstable, N orfolk. L a st year he was elected to the 
parish council and is now  V ice-C hairm an. H e also 
organises and runs the local se lf help rural transport 
m anned by volunteers. H is w ife is one o f the drivers 
having had to pass a P S V  test.

E x - C S M  J. A . W alker, m m  ( 6 1 8 8 7 2 7 )  was ad­
m itted to the Royal H ospital Chelsea on D ecem ber 
*3» 1976. H e served in the R egim ent from  January 
13, 19 11, to January 14, 1930. H e is aged 83 years.

C apt W alter W ard, ex -i/ 7th  Bn and the K ensing­
tons, has now  retired and m oved to W estgate-on-Sea, 
K ent. W e w ish  him  a very contented retirement.

M r R. J. W eedon w hen paying his N ew sletter 
subscription for 1977 rem inded me that he enlisted 
on M arch  15, 1913, and served in  the 2nd and 3rd 
Bns. H e also said ‘ I find m uch interesting news 
concerning ou r dear old Regim ent alas now  extinct 
except in the thoughts o f us old Diehards. It was a 
grand R egim ent to soldier in, grand Officers and 
com rades. I send m y very best wishes to all D iehards 
w herever they m ay b e ’ .

E X -is t  B A T T A L I O N  P O W  N E W  
‘O W N E R ’ O F  C A M P

A fter 50 years the A rm y  is m oving out o f most of 
Sham  S hui Po C am p in one o f the w orld ’s most 
densley populated areas to the N orth  o f  K ow loon.

It was a m om ent for nostalgia when M aj G en 
Ronnie M cA lister, D e pu ty  C om m ander British 
Forces, handed over the first five acres to M r D avid 
M cD o n ald , D irector o f  Public W orks for the H ong 
K o n g  G overnm ent. It was particularly poignant for 
tw o m en w ho had suffered in Sham  Shui Po as 
prisoners o f  the Japanese.

O ne was C ol H en ry D e  Barros Botelho, w ho was 
a w artim e captain in the H on g K o n g  Volunteers. 
O utside B lock 19, in w hich he w as quartered as a

prisoner for several months, he recalled how  his 
fellow  prisoners had scrounged material for a 
Union Jack. T h e  flag was kept hidden until liberation 
and on A ugust 18, 1945, it was hoisted at a parade in 
Sham  S hui Po and the prisoners sang ‘ G o d  Save 
T h e  K in g ’ to the accom panim ent o f their own 
band, in w hich C apt Botelho played the saxophone.

T h e  other was M r Thom as C arr w ho w ent to 
H ong K o n g  in 1937 and was quartered in Sham  
S hui Po as a C orporal in the M iddlesex R egt, 
w orking in the Force headquarters; after the battles 
he was prisoner in Sham  Shui Po for a year b e fo r"  
being shipped off to Japan.

W hen the cerem onial handover w:as com plete, an 
envelope w ith docum ents relating to Sham  Shui Po 
was handed to him. A s estate Secretary in the 
Public W orks Departm ent he took charge o f  the 
site and its 25 buildings.

‘ I never thought I ’d end up as “ ow ner”  o f the 
place’ , he said.

Since W orld W ar T w o , Sham  Shui Po has been 
used m ainly by the Royal A rm y Service C orp s,> 
Royal C orps o f  Transport, Royal Electrical. and| 
M echanical Engineers, Gurkha Signals and G urkha 
T ransport Regt. B y the end o f  next year the total of 
33 acres o f Sham  Shui Po cam p w ill have been 
handed over to the H ong K o n g G overnm ent: 
its future developm ent is to be housing, schools, 
com m unity facilities and open space. T h e  A rm y 
w ill keep another 13 acres w hich house 50 C om m and 
W orkshop R E M E  and the freight section o f  the 
Joint Service M ovem ents Centre.

P ic tu r e  s h o w s  a  h a n d o v e r  w ith  a  h a n d s h a k e  
f r o m  M a j G e n  R o n n ie  M c A lis te r  to M r  D a v id  
M c D o n a ld .  W a tc h in g  a r e  M r  T o m  C a r r  (left) 

a n d  C o l H e n r y  d e  B a rro s  B o te lh o

Parsons
and

Printing

O ver a C en tu ry-o ld  Partne rsh ip  . . .
L ik e  th e  Serv ices, we h av e  a  t ra d i t io n  to  u p h o ld , a t  th e  sam e  tim e  ta k in g  a d ­
v an tag e  o f  scien tific  p ro g ress  in  th is  ag e  o f  m ec h a n isa tio n , yet m a in ta in in g , 
th ro u g h  a  special d e p a r tm e n t,  a  p e rso n a l a n d  h e lp fu l lin k  w ith  o u r  c u s to m e rs ’ 
w h o m  w e a re  ev e r w illing  to  a d v ise  a n d  assist in  th e  p ro d u c tio n  o f  th e ir  jo u rn a ls

F I n A n C n i l C  I T n  Newspaper House, 8-16  G reat New Street, Lon-. J. rflHoUNo LIU  d o n E C 4P 4E R . Telephone 0 1 -3531030 . W orks
at Hastings.

T e n  C h a p te rs
T h is  little book is a short and personal record of 

the activities, in outline, from  A ugust 1942 to M ay 
1945, kept b y  the late F ield  M arshal T h e  Viscount 
M ontgom ery o f A lam ein. It covers the long journey

• from A lam ein to the Baltic Sea. T h e  Prim e M inister, 
M r W inston  C hurchill, wrote a page in M o n ty ’s 
autograph book and recorded his im pressions. T h ese  
pages have been photographed, exactly as they w ere 
w ritten. T h e re  are m any m ore interesting autographs 
in the book, such as Field M arshal Sm uts (South 
Africa), M r M ackenzie K in g  (Canada), M r Peter 
Frazer (N ew  Zealand), G en  de G aulle , and lastly the 
G erm an delegation w ho m ade the unconditional 
surrender at L u n eberg  H eath, G en  Adm iral von 
Friedeburg, G en  K insel, R ear Adm iral W agner, 
M aj Friedel.

T h e  book has w ritten on the fly leaf, in the Field

♦ M arshal’s handw riting:
T o :  Jorrocks,

W ho has accom panied m e during m uch o f the 
jou rn ey referred to in these pages.

(Signed) B. L . M ontgom ery, Field M arshal 
G erm any, July 9, 1945.

Presented by L t Gen S ir  Brian Horrocks, K C B ,  
K B E , D S O , M C , L L D .

M e d a ls  o f  th e  la te  C sg t W . H . L a k e r
T h e  m edals o f the late C olo ur S gt W illiam  Laker 

(P W  4724), consist o f the British W ar M edal, V icto ry  
M edal 19 14 -19 , the Special C onstabulary L o n g  S er­
vice M edal and the D efence M edal for service w ith  the 
Special C onstabulary 1939-45. W illiam  L aker was 
one o f the m en recruited b y  C ol John W ard, c b , 

c m g ,  m p , w ho raised the 18th, 19th and 26th (Public 
W orks Pioneers) Bn and the 25th (G arrison) Bn who 
served in Siberia July 1918, returning hom e in 1919. 
A t  the tim e o f writing little is know n o f the service 
o f W illiam  Laker, but research is still going on and 
any further inform ation w ill be added to these 
m eagre notes as they com e to light.

Received from  the Secretary o f the Royal Anglian  
Regimental Association.

L e tte r s  f r o m  F ie ld  M a r s h a l V is c o u n t  
M o n tg o m a r y  o f  A la m e in , K G , G C B , D S O , 
a n d  M a j G e n  C . M . M . M a n , C B , O B E , M C

T h is  correspondence covers the period June 29, 
1967, to A p ril 25, 1968, w hilst G en  M an was the 
President o f the R egular A rm y C om m issions Board. 
T h e  letters from  the Field M arshal are in his own, 
distinctive handw riting. T h e  Field  M arshal had 
never been present at the selection procedure and

R E G IM E N T A L  M U S E U M

Curator, M aj R. W . J. Sm ith, m b e , T A V R  Centre, 
D eansbrook Road, Edgware, M iddlesex.

T h e  follow ing are recent acquisitions for the 
M u seu m :

M e d a ls  o f  M a j G e n  G . P. L . W e sto n , CB, CBE, 
D S O

T h is  group o f decorations and m edals consists o f 
the O rder o f a C om panion o f the O rder o f the Bath, 

ICom m ander o f  the M ost Excellent O rder o f the 
British Em pire, Com panion o f the D istinguished 
Service Order, 1939-45 Star, A ir  C rew  Europe Star, 
A frica Star, Burm a Star, France and G erm any Star, 
D efence M edal, W ar M edal 1939-45 w ith  Oak Leaf, 
General Service M edal w ith  clasps ‘SE  A sia ’ and 
‘M alaya’ w ith  O ak Leaf, Coronation M edal Queen 
Elizabeth II, O rder o f Leopold w ith  Palm, Belgian 
C roix de G uerre with Palm.

T h e  com bination o f the A ir  C rew  E urope Star 
and France and G erm any Star is unique. M aj G en 
W eston earned these awards due to his com m anding 
a squadron o f the Royal A ir  Force, in France in 
1940, the France and G erm any Star was aw arded 
for his service w hilst com m anding our 2nd Bn in 
N W  Europe as can be read in the Battalion history 
b y  M aj M oberly and the Regim ental history b y  L t  
C om m ander K em p. T h e  m edals have been on 
display for over 12 m onths but have not been 
w ritten up in the N ew sletter as M aj G en  W eston 
expressed a wish that I should not make a fuss. He 
has now to m y pleasure perm itted me to acknowledge 
his generous loan. T h is  enables me to inform  all who 
served under their com m ands that w e have the 
decorations and m edals o f  two o f ou r five living 
general officers on display, surely unusual for a 
regim ent o f the line.

Photograph by Rodney Breicster
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as the correspondence shows wished to see for 
h im self how it was done. In the event the visit was a 
com plete success. O ne am using incident occurred 
w hen he w as addressing the candidates. T h a t part of 
S alisbury Plain was always very active w ith aircraft 
flying overhead and w hile he was speaking a succes­
sion o f je ts  m ade talking difficult. H e asked G en  M an 
if  that was a norm al occurrence and w hen told that 
it w as, he rapped out: 'T h en  stop it’ . Another 
incident was w hen the Field M arshal was shown the 
candidates’ accom m odation. W hen he reached the 
huts, the civilian responsible for that block was 
standing at the door. T h e  Field M arshal was in 
uniform  w ith the front o f  his jacket festooned with 
row  upon row o f m edal ribbons. H e asked the 
batm an, an ex-soldier i f  he had been in the last war. 
T h e  man, w ho was very overawed by the occasion 
replied ‘Y es  Sir. W ere y o u ? ’ . A fter  a pregnant 
silence, Lord M ontgom ery burst out laughing, m uch 
to the relief o f the bystanders.

T h e  last letters o f the collection refer to a later 
visit m ade to the R C B  by Field  M arshal. T h is  was 
som ething o f  a com plim ent as he was en-route to 
another engagem ent and wished to stay at W estbury 
where he said he had been so com fortable on the 
previous occasion. T h e  2nd Bn had been in 9th 
Infantry Bde w hile they w ere stationed in Portsm outh 
before the war, and Field  M arshal M ontgom ery was 
the Brigade C om m ander. G en  M an, then a Second 
L ieutenant, was serving in the Battalion at the time. 
L o rd  M ontgom ery w hen rem inded o f  this was 
delighted and continually referred to the association 
w hen he w as tou ring the R C B . H e also said some 
very com plim entary things about the Battalion, 
about w hich  he was still w ell inform ed. It is so 
typical o f  the F ield  M arshal that all the correspon­
dence and the planning for his tw o visits was done 
in his ow n hand and by him self. T h e  Christm as 
card w hich G en  M an received at the end o f  the 
year was another nice gesture and v ivid ly  portrays 
the personal touch that m ade L o rd  M ontgomery' 
such a great com m ander. T h e  curator is indebted to 
G en  M an for the inform ation enabling him  to w rite 
these notes.

Presented by M a j Gen C . M . M . M an, C B , O B E ,  
M C .

M e d a ls  o f  th e  la te  S g t M . J. F ox , D CM
M ontague John Fox enlisted into the R egim ent 

July 24, 1903, b eing allotted the num ber 9059, later 
to have the prefix ‘ L ’ added. H e served w ith  the 4th 
B n and was with them  at the Battle o f  M ons, A u gu st 
23, 1914. D u rin g the w ar he was tw'ice posted to the 
6th Bn at C hatham  from  February to M arch  1917, 
w hen he returned to Franee, and again on his return 
from  the 4th B n on M arch  27, 1918, until the 6th 
Bn personnel w ere absorbed b y  the 5th Bn N ovem ber 
16, 1918. H e was discharged on term ination o f his 
service M arch  31, 1920, in possession o f the D istin ­
guished C on d u ct M edal, 1914 Star, British W ar 
M edal and V icto ry  M edal. H e also wore tw o wound 
stripes, one red and tw o b lue A ctive  service chevrons. 
A fter a long life he died on February 29, 1976, aged 
90 years and 40 days, and bequeathed his medals 
to his old Regiment.

Received from  M rs H . F . Tuitcher (executrix).

F o u r S ta ff  C a r  P e n n a n ts
T h e  first is a black triangular pennant 5 9in dark 

navy blue in colour w ith  the Lancashire rose worn 
on the staff car o f  M aj G en  (then Brigadier) C . M . M . 
M an when com m anding 125 (W est Lancashire) 
Infantry Bde, T A , 1959-62.

T h e  second is a triangular pennant 5 x 1 1 m  
light navy blue in colour w ith a scroll bearing the 
w'ord ‘ British Com m onwealth F orces’ under a 
crow n all em broidered in silk cotton. T h is  emblem 
was worn by the staff car o f M aj G en  (then Brigadier)^^
C . M . M . M an when C h ie f o f the CommonwealtriM fc 
Liaison M ission to U nited Nations Com m and, 
Korea 1962-64 and British Representative on the 
M ilitary Arm istice Com m ission, Panm unjom .

T h e  third is a rectangular union jack 6 X 9m w ith 
the A rm y badge o f crossed-swords and crown. T h is  
is the M ilitary Attaché pennant worn by the staff car 
o f M aj G en  (then Brigadier) C . M . M . M an when 
D efence Attaché at the British Em bassy, Seoul, 
S outh Korea 1962-64.

T h e  fourth pennant is swallow-tailed, red in 
colour 6 x 9in w ith an em broidered 49th D iam ond^®  
em blem , a polar bear on a black background w orn ^ ^  
on the staff car o f M aj G en  M an, when G O C  49 
(W est Riding and N orth M idlands) D iv, T A , 
1964-67.

A ll four pennants w ill jo in  that o f  the M iddlesex 
R egt already on display in the M useum  w orn on 
the staff car when M aj-G en  M an was Colonel of 
the Regim ent, the ninth and last Colonel o f our 
splendid Regiment.

Presented by M a j Gen C. M . M . M an, C B , O B E ,  
M C .

P o c k e t W a tc h
T h is  w atch is the normal issue pattern, num bered 

P25276, was issued to S gt R oy Bishop (6210278), 
Platoon Sgt, 13 Platoon, ‘ D ’ C oy, 1st Bn T h e  
M idd lesex R egt (D C O ). D u ring the action at 
M ontcham ps, Estry Calvados, France, A u gu st 8, 
1944, Sgt Bishop was hit by m ortar shrapnel which 
penetrated his platoon roll book, wallet and finished 
up b y  smashing the w atch in his breast pocket o f the 
battle dress blouse. R oy Bishop has no doubts 
w hatsoever that the w atch saved his life. T h ree 
pieces o f  shrapnel w hich w ere very hot fell out o f  the^ ^ 
blouse after burning holes, one o f w hich accom paniec^Bw 
the watch as a g ift for the M useum .

Presented by e x -C Q M S  Roy Bishop.

K n itte d  M o n e y  Belt
D u rin g  every war, the British T o m m y never let 

his hands rem ain idle when he had m om ents of 
rest and had w ritten to his loved ones at home. 
Ashtrays from  brass shelleases, carved chalk chessmen 
and w oollen articles, including m oney belts. T h is  
b elt has a soft leather backing with a sovereign 
pocket— lucky was the soldier who had a sovereign—  
and a coloured ornamental knitted front. A t the 
buckle end and at the tongue end, there is a union 
jack, between them  the words ‘A rras ’ and ‘Boule- 
cou rt’, plus the ow ner’ s name and particulars G . F. 
Parker 89129, ‘C ’ C oy, 17 M iddlesex Regt. G eorge 
Frederick Parker, m ade the belt whilst he was 
convalescing from the internal injuries received
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during a gas attack, and continued to wear it after 
he was dem obilised in 1919.

Presented by his nephew MrDennis Carrington.

T H E  57th O N  PARA D E IN  T H E  CRIM EA
T h e  parade is undoubtedly one o f the earliest 

photographs o f  an entire R egim ent and it is certain 
that the 57th m ust have ‘posed’ for the occasion as 
the collodion process w hich used the very first type 
o f negative plate required com plete stillness for 

^ o m e  30 seconds in those days. T h e  initial impression
that the photograph is very indistinct. O bviously 

the photographer1 had to stand w ell back to record 
so m any m en b ut the aid o f  a m agnifying glass 
shows far m ore detail than is apparent at first glance. 
T h e  interesting point, how ever, is where and when 
in 1855 was it taken as there is no m ention o f the 
photograph in the historical records o f  the 57th at 
that time.

From  the landscape and dress it seems certain 
that it was not taken in the w'inter as probably there 
\yould be evidence o f snow. A lso it is clear that the 

^ ^ 7 th  are not w earing either greatcoats or ‘bunnies’ .2 
^ ^ n o th e r  point is that the panoram ic view' behind the 

parade show's an extensive cam p consisting mainly 
o f tents and w ith on ly  a few  w ooden or corrugated 
huts to be seen. T h e  records o f the 57th mention 
that they w ere not accom m odated in huts until the 
R egim ent returned from  K in bu rn 3 in N ovem ber 
1855 w'hen the men brought the necessary planks 
and roofing from  Sebastopol ‘to their old C am p at 
C athcart H ill’ .1 (T h e 57th had used this Cam p prior 
to em barking for K in bu rn  at the end o f Septem ber 
1855.) It w'ould seem logical to assume, therefore, 
that Cathcart H ill did not becom e a com pletely 
hutted C am p until the end o f  1855.

If it is accepted that the location is in or near the 
Cam p at C athcart H ill and the tim e som etim e in 
the sum m er o f  1855, then the records o f  the 57th 
state that the R egim ent held cerem onial parades in 
their C am p on the follow ing occasions during this 
p erio d :’
19th June: Funeral o f  L t  C o l Shadforth and L t 

A shw in (both 57th) w ho were killed on 
the Redan, June 17, 1855.

15th S ept: Inspection o f the 57th by the G O C  4th 
D iv — M aj G en S ir H . Bentinck.

16th S ept: Presentation o f the Crim ean medal 
Balaclava and Inkerman ‘clasps’, the 
57th parading in ‘heavy m arching 
order’ .

Perusing the photograph in detail it can be ascer­
tained that the 57th is drawn up in a rough ‘ hollow 
square’ form ation although the com pany to the 
left rear appears to be facing in a different direction 
to the rem ainder. In the centre o f  the front com pany 
facing the camera stands a lone officer w ith his right 
hand resting on his sw'ord h ilt and behind him are a 
group o f officers including the tw'O C olo ur ensigns. 
T h e  Colours appear to be ‘cased’ but the unfurled 
appearance could be due to the ensigns standing to 
attention. W hether the R egim ent is in ‘heavy' 
m arching order’ is difficult to establish except the 
com pany on the extrem e right appear to be wearing 
packs and all the m en are clearly w ell accoutred. 
W hat can be certain is that the 57th w'ere armed 
with the new M inie rifle as their ‘Brow n B ess’ 
m uskets had been handed in for exchange in F eb ru ­
ary 1855 at the same tim e as their ‘old rags’ had also 
been exchanged for new uniform s.6

O verall it seems hardly likely that the grouping 
caught b y the cam era w ould be a parade form ation 
for receiving a general officer. N o r is it likely i f  the 
photograph had been taken w hilst the Regim ent 
was in the process o f reform ing at the conclusion o f  
the parade for an address b y  the divisional com m an­
der that G en  Bentinck w ou ld  have been excluded. 
T h e  ‘lone officer’ is not w earing a cocked hat and 
in any case there is no m ention in the 57th records 
o f  any address on Septem ber 15.

Possibly the ‘hollow  square’ could have been used 
for a funeral service— w hich w ou ld  account for the 
‘cased’ appearance o f the C olours— yet the drum s 
seen on the le ft do not appear to be draped. It 
seems v ery  unlikely, how'ever, that the Regim ent 
w ould have used the burial service o f  their late 
com m anding officer7 as a proper occasion fo r a 
posed photograph. Perhaps it can be assum ed, 
therefore, that the date was S eptem ber 16, 1855, and 
that the ‘lone officer’ in front w'as L t  C ol W arre8 who

5Jth Regiment on 
Parade in the 
Crimea, 1855  

N ow  tst Battalion  
The Middlesex 
Regiment ( Duke of  
Cambridge’s O w n), it 
had won the name of 
'T h e  Diehards’ in the 
Peninsula
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as the ‘ second Lieutenant Colonel on establishm ent’ 
had taken over com m and on the death o f  C ol Shad- 
forth. It also seem s v ery  probable that C ol W arre 
used the m edal clasp presentation parade9 (the 
clasps w ere presented b y  the com m anding officer 
him self) as a suitable occasion to inspect h is Regiment 
in heavy m arching order as the 57th w ere due to 
em bark for K in b u m  shortly afterw ards.

T h e  figure standing alone on the extrem e left 
could be C olo u r S gt C u m m in g w ho was the acting

1. P robably Fenton or one o f  his assistants. T w o  ensigns o f 
the 77th— B randon and D aw son— had been sent on a 
'crash ' course on photography b y the W ar O ffice before 
being posted to the C rim ea in 1855 and it is just possible 
that the photograph could have been taken b y one o f them. 
B u t the m ajority o f their work never saw  the light o f  day. 
T h e  plates were badly stored at the W ar O ffice on their 
return and disintegrated after a few  years. (T h e  V ictorian 
and E dw ardian A rm y  from  old photographs bv John Fabb 
IQ7S-)

2. F u r cloth ing  sent out by  pu b lic  subscription and issued to 
the troops early in 1855.

3. N ear the m outh o f  the D neiper. T h e  57th were part o f the 
1st B d e com m and b y M aj G e n  the H on A . A . Spencer, for 
the other R egim ents being the 17th, 20th, 21st and 63rd. 
T h e  expedition captured  F ort K in b u m  and drove the 
enem y from  the village o f SchadofFka but otherw ise there 
was little opposition. T h e  allied F leet returned to K azatch 
Bay. near Sebastopol, on O ctob er 30, 1855, and the 57th, at 
least, did not d isem bark u ntil 12 days later. T h e  enter­
prising C ol W arre, however, decided to use the long march 
from  Sebastopol to advantage as his men returned to their 
cam p at C ath cart H ill each carrying som e portable item  o f 
build in g m aterials required for the erection o f  their w inter 
huts. C’apt H . H . W oolright in his book ‘H istory o f  the 
57th W est M idd lesex R egim ent' published 1893 quotes 
from  the 57th records ‘ . . . and there was no fear o f a 
repetition o f  the miseries o f the preceding w inter as nothing 
was w anting for their w ell being'.

4. C ap t W oolright. T h e  C am p had been named after L t  Gen 
the Hon S ir  G eorge  Catchcart, KCB, w ho had been killed 
com m anding the 4th D iv  at Inkerm an. In 1855 the C am p 
cem etery contained several graves o f the 57th w ho had 
fallen at Inkerm an. B rig G en  T ho m as L eig h  G o ld ie  who 
had brought the Regim ent to the C rim ea and was killed in 
the battle leading the isr Bde o f  the 4th D iv  was buried

Sergeant M ajor at the tim e, Sergeant M ajor Fallon 
having fallen duing the attack on the Redan.

T h e  group o f spectators shown on the extreme 
right, who appear to be wearing civilian clothes, 
could be M altese traders who had established several 
‘shops’ in the Cam p by that time.

T h e  photograph appeared in the book ‘Red C oat’ 
w ritten b y  E. W . Sheppard and published in 1952.

J .I.D .P .

»
there. G en  P enefather— who had been in tem porary com ­
m and o f the 2nd D iv  at Inkerman— wrote afterwards to 
C ol Shadforth 'H e was the most popular officer in this army 
— beloved by his brigade, and beloved by all who knew 
him , and no man has fallen more thought o f  or more 
u niversally regretted’. (C apt W oolright). C apt Edward 
Stanley was another and whose tom bstone was inscribed 
'H ere lieth the mortal remains o f  C ap t Edw ard Stanley, 
57th R egt, killed at the battle o f  Inkerman N ovem ber 5. 
1854, to whose m em ory this stone is erected by the men of 
his C om pany— Cast down but not destroyed ’ 2 C orin ­
thians, vq. (W . H. Russell in his book ‘T h e  British E xpedi­
tion to the C rim ea’ published 1856.)

5. ‘ Historical Records o f the 57th or W est M iddlesex R e g im e i^ . 
o f  Foot' by  L t G en  H. J. W arre, c b , published 1878.

6. C ap t W oolright.
7. He was a m uch loved officer. C sgt C u m m in g wrote to M rs 

Shadforth . . .  he was the father and friend o f the Regiment 
and watched over it in a m anner that gained for him  the 
adoration o f  his m e n ; and never was there m ore genuine 
g rie f am ongst a body o f  men than was seen in the 57th 
R egim ent for the poor C olonel'. (C apt W oolright). Queen 
V ictoria gave M rs Shadforth a ‘grace and favour’ residence 
on hearing o f  her husband’s death. C ol Sh ad fo rth ’s father 
had fought at A lb uh era w ith the 57th.

8. Su bsequ ently G en  S ir James W arre, KCB, FRCS, FRHS, after 
a long and distinguished career. In addition to w riting the 
historical records o f  his R egim ent he was also an artist of 
note and wrote ‘Sketches in the C rim ea 1855’. His last 
appointm ent was com m ander in C h ie f o f the Bom bay 
arm y. He died in 1898 aged 79.

9. T h e  design o f  the clasps was very- unpopular in the Crim ea 
at the tim e. T h e  officers referred to them  as decanter 
labels. ( ‘ B ritish W ar M ed als’ bv W . H. L o n g  published
1893)
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O B I T U A R Y

It is w ith deep regret that we have to announce 
the follow ing have died:

^ ^ a k l e y— O n D ecem ber 7, 1976, ex-Pte Frank 
G eorge O akley (G24244), aged 79 years. H e died 
in the Star and G arter H om e, Richm ond, where 
he had been a patient since being admitted on 
N ovem ber 7, 1924.

Frank was w ounded on Septem ber 23, 1916, 
when serving with the 20th Service Bn (Shoreditch) 
and it was as a result o f this wound that he was 
adm itted to the H ome.

A lthough confined to a w heel chair for over 50 
years he remained bravely cheerful and a wonderful 
inspiration and exam ple to all the other patients. 
W hen I (Editor) visited Frank at Christm as he 
always made me go to his locker and pour out two 
tots o f w hisky and w e then drank the health o f all 
D iehards. A fter this I had to wash the glasses for 
his next visitors. Frank had no hands. A  truly 
rem arkable man.

P o t t e r — O n January 8, 1977, ex-Pte L . C . Potter 
(6539721), aged 63 years. H e enlisted on October 
8, 1932, and served until January 14, 1946. H e 
was w ith  the 1st Bn in E gypt, Singapore and 
H ong K o n g, but returned^ to U K  in February
1939. D u rin g the w ar he served w ith the B E F  and 
in N W E . H e was aw arded the 1939-45 Star, 
France and G erm any Star, D efence M edal and 
W ar M edal i 939“ 45 -

P o u l t f .r — O n N ovem ber 2 7 ,  1 9 7 6 ,  ex-D ru m  M ajor 
H enry T h om as Poulter ( 2 5 2 4  and 6 1 8 9 3 1 6 ) ,  aged 
7 6  years. ‘D ru m m y’ Poulter enlisted three times in 
the R egim ent eventually serving 2 8  years regular 
service and eight years Territorial Forces. D uring 
regular engagem ent he had reached the rank of 
W arrant Officer, but it is as ‘D ru m m v’ he is

•  rem em bered and also. I am convinced, how  he 
w:ould have wished to be rem em bered.

H e originally enlisted into the 3/7th Bn (T A ) 
at H ornsey, a third-line unit form ed in February 
1915, declaring he was 19 years o f age, although he 
had only ju st entered his 15th year, his date o f 
birth being N ovem ber 1, 1900. Recruits wrere 
b ecom ing difficult to find at this date, m ost o f  the 
keen young m en had already flocked to the 
recruiting offices to m ake sure they reached 
France before C hristm as 1914 w hen so many 
w êre sure the w ar w ould be finished. H arry 
Poulter, a tall lad for his age, m ade a welcom e 

tPF appearance and wras enrolled im m ediately. A t  the 
time he was em ployed b y D avid  G rieg  the grocers 
as errand b oy delivering his baskets o f goods, 
w ith the aid o f a tradesm an’s tricycle. Seeing the 
poster saying ‘L en d  you r strong right arm ’ on 
display outside the D rill H all at H ornsey, he 
dism ounted from  the tricycle, w ent in and enlisted.

H e then left the m achine outside a shop three 
doors aw ay from  G rie g ’s. H e neither w ent back 
to the shop nor notified his parents. T h e  unit, in 
M arch 1915, m oved to Barnet Barracks and he 
was issued writh breeches, red tunic and blue cap, 
a com bination quite com m on in the early days of 
the war when khaki was in such short supply. 
H e then w ent hom e as proud as could be for his 
parents to see their brave soldier son. T h is  caused 
a prom pt application from  the fam ily for his d is­
charge as under age, wrhich duly took place. T h e  
next year, he again m anaged to enlist again giving a 
false age and was posted to the 18th (F irst Public 
W orks Pioneer) Bn and given the num ber 2524. 
From  Pelham  D o w n  C am p, he was sent on draft 
leave wrhen again his father wrote to the C om m and­
ing O fficer writh the result he w-as again discharged as 
under age. A gain, in 1917, he enlisted at M ill H ill 
declaring his correct age and was enrolled as a 
B oy in the Band, the Bandmaster at this date being 
Bandm aster ‘Soap y’ H udson, the Bandm aster, 
o f the 3rd Bn. G iv en  a trom bone, he for a few  
w eeks practised scales in a barrack room , m uch to 
the anguish o f his com rades w ithin hearing. T h e  
Bandmaster deciding he was hopeless on w'ood or 
brass w ind instrum ents, put him  on the drum  stand 
w'here he eventually m anaged to play a drum  solo 
at the end o f a selection w hich  was not on the 
m usical score. T h e  B M  then posted him  to the 
C orps o f D ru m s where he becam e bass drum m er.

T o o  you n g to be sent overseas before the 
A rm istice in 1918 he was training w ith  the 53 (Y S ) 
Bn w'hen the A rm istice was signed, the Battalion 
being nam ed originally T h e  102nd T ra in in g  
Reserve Bn. H arry Poulter w'as at the D epo t when 
N o 1 Special C o y  w-ere form ed for service in N orth  
Russia. H aving missed overseas service during 
19 14-18  he approached his Sergeant M ajor and 
said he and his friend G eorge Pocock w ished to 
volunteer. T h e  Sergeant M ajor replied ‘ Y o u  have 
no need to volunteer you  are the first two on the
list and I shall be b--------- v  glad to see the back
o f  you ’ . T h e  draft left in A pril 1919, and served 
in M urm ansk as can be read in the R egim ental 
history.

O n his return from  Russia, he was posted to the 
2nd Bn then in A bbassia Barracks, C airo , Egypt, 
where he joined the C orps o f D ru m s rem aining 
w ith  them  during the battalion’s overseas tour of 
duty in Singapore, India, where he w as appointed 
D ru m  M ajor on O ctob er 13, 1928, and in the 
Sudan. In July 1936 he was prom oted C olo ur 
Sergeant and appointed C om pany Q uarterm aster- 
Sergeant and was granted his W arrant as W O 2 
(C S M ) on N o vem b er 11, 1937. D u rin g  the last war 
he did not serve overseas but was retained at hom e 
as an instructor for w hich  he was aw arded the 
D efence M edal and W ar M edal to add to the 
British W ar M edal and V icto ry  M edal o f  19 14 -19
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and the L o n g Service and G ood  C on duct M edal. 
A fter his discharge from  the Regular A rm y he 
enrolled w ith  the T erritoria l Forces and appointed 
D ru m -M ajo r to the 7th Battalion (T F ). H ere he 
had his tw o sons Pte T . Poulter and Boy A. 
Poulter in the C orps o f  D rum s. H e and M rs 
Poulter catered for dinners, etc, both in the 
Officers M ess and the Sergeants M ess as w ell as 
being at the centre o f  all battalion functions far 
too num erous to detail here. H e was a m em ber of 
the Enfield S ilver Band, as was his son T .  Poulter, 
and played at F irst D ivision M atches at Tottenham  
H otspurs during the periods o f musical interludes. 
It was a source o f  pleasure and pride for him 
when he was in charge o f  the cerem ony o f  sounding

From : E x -S g t E. H . Webster (G/3249)
‘ D ’ C oy,
12th Bn M idd lesex R egt, 
R oys ton Park,
A delaide,
S outh Australia 5070. 
O ctob er 21, 1976.

To : T h e  C om m anding Officer,
M idd lesex R egt

Sir,
I hope you  have the patience to read this letter, 

as I think you  w ill find it interesting.
A fter the retreat from  M on s in 1914, L o rd  K itch e­

ner asked for 100,000 m en in order to form  a new  
arm y. I answered that call and enlisted at W hitehall 
on S eptem ber 3, 1914. I was taken to C olchester 
and w ith  others w e w ere transferred from  a m ob into 
a Battalion and so, the 12th Bn M idd lesex R egt was 
created. W e w ere trained and then sent to Salisbury 
Plain to com plete that operation. In July 1915, we 
w ent to France, and m ade straight for the Som m e 
where we learnt trench warfare. O n July  1, 1916, we 
attacked and took seven lines o f  trenches. O n July 
14, 1916, w e took T ro n es W ood. T h e  newspapers 
gave the credit to the R W  K ents. T h e y  took it, but 
allowed the enem y to infiltrate and re-occupy the 
w ood. W e w ent over, threw  the Germ ans out, and 
released the R W  K ents. N ext cam e T h iep v al. T h e  
49th D iv  had four goes and got throw n back each 
time. O u r C olonel subm itted a plan o f  attack w hich 
was accepted; w e led the attack on S eptem ber 26, 
1916. W e took T h iep v al, b ut lost ou r C olonel— he 
was prom oted to Brigadier G eneral. In A p ril 1917 
w e m arched to  A rras. O n M a y  3, 19 17, we attacked 
C herisv. W e m et strong opposition and I was told 
only 53 m en got back. I got about 15 yards from  the 
enem y line, when a shell (presum ably British) dropped 
close behind m e and b lew  m e several feet into 
the air. I rolled into a shell hole and found two 
pieces o f  shrapnel in m y behind. T h e se  I pulled out 
and dressed the w ounds then found I had no feeling

the fanfare at the M iddlesex G uildhall on Friday, 
February 8, 1952, at the Proclam ation C erem ony 
for Queen Elizabeth II. H is service w ith  the 7th 
Bn was term inated in 1953.

H e m oved to G oole, Y orks, a few  years ago, 
but as he felt the approach of the G rim  Reaper he 
expressed the desire to return to the locality he 
knew in his youth. T h is  wish was granted him . A  
service o f 36 years accountable service, which 
w ould have been 38 had his original date o f enlist­
m ent counted com m enced in the 7th  Bn 
term inated in that same battalion, albiet he ha^pF 
w andered far and w ide between the alpha and 
om ega o f  his service, 20 years o f w hich the writer 
o f these notes accom panied him.

M a j  D i c k  S m i t h

in m y legs. I could not dig m yself out as m y en­
trenching tool was smashed. I stayed put for six days 
and on M ay 8, 1917, a G erm an found m e and carried 
me in. I am full o f praise for the care and attention I 
received and after spending time in three hospitals I 
was restored to health and sent to H am eln N o 17—  
an N C O s  P O W  cam p near O snabrück. A t  the end 
o f  the war w e were given perm ission to m arch to 
H olland. W e did the 100 m iles in four days and 
reached Enschede on D ecem ber 23, 1918, and so to 
E ngland where I found newspaper reports that I 
was m issing— believed killed! O n M ay  15, 1919, I 
returned to civilian life. I have two sons m arried, 
one joined the A rm y in 1944 and served in the 
R A S C  (re-nam ed R C T )  and cam e to Australia in 
1969. D avid  joined the Royal N a vy  in 1948. Years 
o f  service to the crow n— M aurice 26, D avid  24 and 
m yself five (active). T h is  makes a total 55 years—  
w e feel quite proud. D avid  and I cam e out here in 
1972. M y  two sons are busy w orking w hilst I enjoy 
a life o f retirem ent. A fter all at the age o f 80 years 
w hat else can I do ? I am still full o f life— and w h^ B k 
not— after all I am still a Diehard.

(Sgd) E r n e s t  H. W e b s t e r . 
Editor's comment.— I have sent M r W ebster a copy 
o f  The Diehards in the G reat W ar 19 14-18 . T h ese  
books should keep him out o f m ischief. I am sure he 
w ould like to hear from any E x-12th  Bn m embers 
w ho are still around.

From : M r  H . A . Lane
13 T h e  C rossw ays, 
W em bley, M iddlesex. 
(Served 9th Battalion 
1914-18 )

T o : T h e  Editor
Diehards N ew sletter

M e s o p o ta m ia  R e v is ite d
It m ay seem  odd that anyone w ho served in 

M esopotam ia during the F irst W ord  W a r should 
have any desire to see it again, b ut so it was w ith  me.
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Early last year I was one o f a party visiting the 
country whose main interest wras in the remains o f 
ancient palaces and cities o f two to five thousand 
years ago. O n this occasion m y wife accom mpanied 
me, and although we had only fourteen days there, 
modern transport made it possible to cover more 
miles than I did in the far ofF days o f 19 17-18 .

T h ere  has been a considerable grow th in the 
population and in  the towns and cities the m en ’s 
dress has in the main becom e European. Baghdad 

^ t s e l f  has spread in all directions with its two to three 
^j^Viillion people. T h e  T ig ris , spanned b y two modern 

bridges has a w ide prom enade along the eastern bank. 
W e drove about a mile through one long street from 
the centre o f the city where every shop on each side 
was a m otor repair establishm ent and all w ith jobs 
to do— there m ust be a high accident rate! N ear our 
hotel at the junction  o f several w ide well paved 
streets there is a fountain representing A li Baba 
dealing w ith  the forty thieves concealed in their jars.

W e visited Babylon, K ish , U r o f the Chaldes, 
Shargat, H attra and N ineveh, all places o f great

• rchaeological and historical interest.
T h e  highlight for m e was the day we drove from 

Baghdad past Babylon, through H illah, over a 
m odern bridge across the Euphrates to K u fa and 
N ejef. E arly in 1918 I was one o f  the 9th which was 
ordered to go dow n hurriedly from Baghdad to help 
in siege o f  N ejef, where a p ro-T u rkish  party had 
killed a British Political Officer, the main object 
being to bring the assassins to justice. T h e  road from 
K u fa to N e je f was then a dirt road surm ounted b y a 
horse tram w ay the principal purpose o f w hich was 
the transportation o f Euphrates water to Nejef. 
T h e  tram w ay has now  gone, replaced b y  a wide 
tarmac m otor road w ith  houses on both sides for 
most o f the four or five m iles to N ejef. T h e  great wall 
surrounding the city has disappeared but the many 
tombs outside remain. N e je f was established so far 
away from  fresh water supplies as the camel bearing 
the corpses o f  A li, M uham m ad’s son-in-law, came 
to rest there after wandering from  K u fa where Ali 
had been assassinated. W e visited the shrine at N ejef 
where the body o f  A li now  lies under the great 
golden dom e, and also the m osque at K u fa at the 
place where A li was killed. From  there w e went 
through desert country to Kerbala, another o f the 

^ ^ to ly  cities o f  the S h ’aih sect. H ere lies the body o f 
^ ^ R ussein , a younger son o f A li killed in battle at 

Ku fa. D u e respect m ust be shown to these places o f 
pilgrim age. A  year or two ago a G erm an visitor and 
his w ife w ere so insistent in taking pictures and 
treading on forbidden ground in the shrine at N ejef 
that they w ere lynched. Lo okin g back I feel specially 
favoured in being allowed into the precincts o f the 
m osque at K hazim ain near Baghdad to take photo­
graphs. A  custodian at the gate took a head covering 
from a wom an sitting there and put it on m y wife so 
that she too could enter the courtyard and have a 

^ ^ c lo s e r  view  o f this truly beautiful exam ple o f Islamic 
^Jrarchitecture. A  m ost unexpected gesture.

S ixty  years ago we som etim es travelled by rail, 
sitting or standing in closed or open trucks, but still 
a w elcom e change from  foot-slogging. In contrast 
this tim e w e travelled overnight from  Baghdad to 
N asiriyah in a v ery  com fortable sleeping com part­
ment. W e arrived at 3.00am and after an uneasy

sleep on the floor o f the Rest H ouse and breakfast we 
w ere taken to the remains o f U r to wander along the 
streets w hich had been trodden b y a civilisation o f
5,000 years ago. T o  obtain a fuller understanding of 
the people o f the ancient cities o f M esopotam ia we 
visited the excellent m useum s at Baghdad, M osul 
and Babylon and saw the num erous exhibits of 
artifacts, sculptures, tools, ornam ents, jew ellery and 
pottery taken from  the excavated cities. O ne cannot 
but admire the skill o f the craftsm en who produced 
these articles w ithout m odern tools and pow er at a 
time when Britain was inhabited by a few prim itive 
people.

O ne m orning we left Baghdad b y  m otor coach in 
very heavy rain on a tw o and a half hour jou rn ey to 
Sam arra near w hich the 18th Indian D iv  was cam ped 
for m uch o f the sum m er o f  1918. T h e  unique 
spiral M inaret o f the old m osque, now disused, still 
towers its 150ft above the flat countryside. T h is  w et 
overcast day was a great contrast to the m any days we 
had there under b lue cloudless skies. It was during 
this time that the influenza epidem ic ran through the 
D ivision. H ere too once a w eek a regim ental band 
gave a program m e o f m usic under the clear bright 
starlight. T h e  next day in b right sunshine w e w ent to 
C tesiphon to see the great palace w ith its trem endous 
arch. T h e  Sassanian rulers o f  the Persian em pire 
had their capital here for several hundred years b e­
fore being displaced b y  the A rabs. T h e  whole area is 
now a N ational Park w ell patronised b y  the local 
inhabitants. I derived great satisfaction from  being 
able so m any years later to have a closer look at this 
m onum ent o f  ancient m agnificence instead o f  the 
distant view  from  a w ooden seat in a train trundling 
along a narrow gruge line a mile or so away.

W hilst at M osul, apart from  visiting Senne- 
cherib ’s Palace at N ineveh and the A ssyrian Palace 
at N um rud, w e travelled northwards towards the 
mountains and stopped at tw o villages for a while. 
W e w ere such unusual visitors that w e w ere followed 
around in the first village b y  a small crowrd m ainly o f 
teenagers w ith  school books under their arms. T h e  
second village, nestling in the foothills was grouped 
round a shrine containing the remains o f the founder 
o f a religious sect based on a m ixture o f  Judaisum , 
Christianity, Islam  and beliefs from  a m ore distant 
past. T h e y  had certain taboos including a ban on 
anything blue. A lso  one had to be careful not to step 
on the lintel o f the doorw ays on the w ay to view  the 
tom b o f the founder— som ething to do w ith keeping 
on the right side o f  Shaiton, the D evil. T h e  young 
village girls in colourful dresses danced and sang. 
T h e  present leader o f  the sect, the Baba, a stout 
bearded gentlem an in a w hite robe and turban 
welcom ed us and seem ed proud to have his picture 
taken surrounded by his attendants, all male.

It w'ould have been interesting to have follow ed 
closely m y tracks o f 19 17 -19  and to have taken 
another look at Basra, Am ara, K u t-el-A m ara the 
Jebel H am rin and the Fathah gorge but this w-as not 
possible. T h e  tw o w eeks touring was well w orthw hile 
and added m uch to m y know ledge o f  ancient and 
modern M esopotam ia.

Editor's comment.— I feel sure that this letter will 
recall m any m em ories for the old and bold m em bers 
o f the 9th Bn.
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T H E  ‘ P O T H O O K S ’ O F  T H E  C Z A R

B y M a j  D i c k  S m i t h

T h e  year 1977, being the year o f  the Pothooks, I 
have elsewhere w ritten o f  the salient dates and 
occurrences o f ou r 77th (East M iddlesex) Regt 
later the 2nd Bn and finally the 1st Bn, T h e  M iddlesex 
R egt (D C O ) (57th/77th). I feel that a story o f an 
allied unit o f  Pothooks may be o f  interest.

D u rin g  W orld  W ar 1, there existed a bond of 
com radeship betw een the 2nd Bn o f  the Regim ent 
and the 77th (Tenginsky) Infantry R egt o f Russia, 
the oldest in the pre-revolution arm y. G reetings 
were sent by the British Pothooks to the Russian 
Pothooks at Easter 1916, the greetings card depicting 
the colourful uniform  w orn by the R egim ent from 
its form ation. T h is  gesture o f  com radeship resulted 
in a  reciprocal gesture at Easter, 1917.

A t Petrograd, now  Leningrad, in A p ril 19 17, a 
deputation o f  the 77th (T enginsky) Infantry Regt 
consisting o f  C ap t Poliakov, Ensign V erbitski and 
L cp l M ikhailov, handed to the British Am bassador, 
S ir G eorge Buchanan, an album  o f  regim ental 
photographs as a present to the D u ke o f C am b rid ge ’s 
O w n  R egt (77th Foot).

H anding over the present, C apt Poliakov, made 
the follow ing speech:

‘N early three years o f  the great w ar have united 
the regim ents o f the tw o arm ies o f  G reat N ations. 
A t  Easter 1916 the D u ke o f  C am b rid ge’s O w n 
M iddlesex R egt have honoured us b y  sending us 
artistic greeting cards, portraying officers and 
soldiers o f the Regim ent.

'T h e  77th (T en gin sky) R egt, separated from their 
com rades-in-arm s b y  land and water, has in its 
com plete personnel o f  officers and m en taken the 
liberty o f  asking Y o u r  Excellency, the Friend of 
Russia and the representative o f  G reat Britain, to 
accept ou r present and convey it to the D u ke o f 
C am b ridge’s O w n M iddlesex Regt.

‘T a k in g  advantage o f  the happy m om ent, we, 
officers and men, o f  the T en gin sky R egt, exalted by 
the national w isdom  o f  the British race, and the 
b ravery o f  its A rm y, exclaim , “ L o n g live K in g  
G eorge V , G reat Britain, and her A rm y. L ong 
L ife  to the D uke o f  C am b rid ge ’s O w n M iddlesex 
R egt and long life to S ir  G eorge Buchanan, the 
Friend o f  Russia’ ’ . ’

S ir G eorge Buchanan, a British D iplom at, entered 
the diplom atic service in 1875, at the age o f  21 
years. A fter serving in Rom e, Berlin, Sofia and T h e  
H ague, he was appointed British A m bassador to 
Russia in 1910 holding his appointm ent until 1918, 
throughout the m om entous days o f  the Russian 
Revolution. H e died in 1924 aged 70 years.

C ap t Poliakov delivered a letter to the Am bassador 
for the C om m anding O fficer o f  the British 77th, at 
this date L t  C ol J. H am ilton H all, d s o , w ho had 
received notification o f  the award o f  a Bar to his 
D S O  for distinguished condu ct at the capture 
o f  H eudecourt on the same day as the album  and 
letter w ere delivered. T h e  letter from  the T en gin sky 
R egt was signed by C ol L e b ed eff the C om m anding 
O fficer and L t  Pristavko the A djutant, a photograph 
o f both these officers being in the album . A lso in 
the album  is a portrait o f  L t  M ikhail Lerm ontov, 
the Russian poet, a turbulent chap whose fam ily o f

sm all nobles traditionally descended from  a S cots­
m an, G eorge Learm onth. H e was shot dead in a 
duel in July 1 8 4 1 ,  at the age o f 27. A lthough his life 
was short, he w on a com m anding position in Russian 
poetry.

T h e  letter received was as follow s:
From : T h e  C om m anding Officer 

77th T en gin sk y Regt 
T h e  Com m anding Officer 
77th M iddlesex Regt 
(D uke o f C am b ridge’s Own)

T o :

A p ril 1, 1917
O n active service

D ear C olonel,
N early three years o f G reat W ar has brought 

Russia nearer to Britain and united the tw o armies 
into one in the fight for right and justice.

T h e  Officers and soldiers o f the R egim ent under 
m y com m and, anim ated by the feeling o f admiration 
for the national wisdom  o f G reat Britain, and for the 
achievem ent o f its glorious armies, touched to the 
heart by the act o f attention o f the Regim ent under 
you r com m and in the H oly days o f  Easter, 191 
w e beg o f  you to accept our modest g ift to the 77 tP ^ F  
(D uke o f C am b ridge’s Own) M iddlesex Regt.

T h e  bonds o f union w hich unite us w ith  the 
R egim ent under you r com m and and express the 
brotherhood and love o f the tw o great Nations 
induce m e to exclaim ‘L o n g  live G reat B ritain ’, 
‘ L o n g live its A rm y’ , ‘L ong live the 77th D u ke of 
C am bridge’s O w n, M idd lexex R egt’ .

Com m anding Officer,
C ol L ebed eff 
Regim ental A djutant,
L t  Pristavko.

T h e  initial illustration in the album  is a coloured 
draw ing o f the exploit o f the Im m ortal A rch ip  
O sipov o f  the T en gin sky Regt, M arch  22, 1840. T h e  
translation o f the story is given as received from 
C ol Lebedeff.

Com m anding Officer,
77th T en gin sky Infantry Regt,
(T h e Field  A rm y) A p ril 1, 1917

E X P L O IT  O F T H E  IM M O R T A L  
A R C H IP  O S IP O V

artillery. T h e  struggle with the hill tribes was made 
all the harder by the fact that the Russian troops had 
to protect the labour o f peaceful farm ers, whom  the 
hill tribes never left in peace, and often unexpectedly 
raided their hamlets and villages, putting all to fire 
and the sword, and carrying off wom en and children.

T o  secure the safety o f life and property from  the 
vocarious raids o f the hill tribes, along the shores 
o f the Black Sea w ere constructed a series o f forts in 
the shape o f a rectangle, by a stone wall and a rampart 
o f earth w ith  loopholes. In the centre o f this were 
situated barracks and other buildings for the garrison. 
O ne o f  these forts, named the M ichaylovsky Fort, 
situated almost on the very shores o f the Black Sea, 
was occupied b y the 9th C o y  o f the T en gin sky Regt 
and a com pany o f the (Black Sea) 5th Bn o f the line. 
It can be seen that the garrison was not very large, 
all the m ore so because at that time, when quinine 
was a v ery  expensive m edicine, Caucasian fever 
m owed m en dow n without m ercy and the ranks o f the 
defenders o f the M ichaylovsky Fort becam e reduced, 
hardly am ounting; b y  M arch  22, 1840, to 500 
bayonets. T h e  H ill tribes unexpectedly collected in 
bands o f 5 to 10,000 and poured like snow on the 
heads o f  the little garrison and annihilated the 
defenders. A  sim ilar fate threatened the M ich ay­
lovsky Fort, b ut its garrison with its Com m ander, 
C apt Leeko, at the head, w ith  no hopes o f any help, 
awaited the enem y, preparing a form idable reception 
for him. M ountain scouts, friendly to the Russians, 
reported that on M arch  22, 14,000 hillm en were 
about to attack the fort at daybreak. W ith his body 
exhausted w ith  malaria, but in spirit still a hardy 
Russian warrior, C apt Leeko devised a secret plan, 
w hich he gave to the W ar C ouncil— this plan sank 
deep into the hearts o f the brave m en and found a 
response in the heart o f the im mortal A rchip  Osipov, 
o f the T en gin sk y Regt.

C ap t Leeko assem bled a council o f war on which, 
by his orders, w ere present all the old soldiers, who 
had served 20 years, or w ho had w on the S t G eorge ’s 
Cross. T h e  council was not long. T h ere  was not 
m uch talk; b ut they decided one thing; to fire the 
pow der m agazine and blow  up the fort without 
surrendering it to the enem y. A t  night on M arch  22 
bonfires w ere seen som e distance aw ay from  the fort, 
noise and songs w ere heard; these w ere the prepara-

(of the Tenginsk> Regiment) ^ ^^tions in the enem y’s cam p for the attack on the fort.
M a r c h  22, 1840— M a r c h  22, 19 17

In 18 4 0A D  by the m ight o f the Russian A rm s the 
greater part o f Caucasus was annexed to Russia. It 
seem ed as i f  the wild, yet grand hills o f the Caucasus, 
stubbornly defended b y proud sons o f the Black 
M ountains, b y  C hechentsy, L ezgines and other 
M ountain T rib es, ought never to see any traces o f  the 
Russian soldier, but Russian brains, Russian culture 
and Russian bayonets com pleted the great task. A lo n g  j
the slopes o f  the w ild  hills, down to the shores o f the 
Black Sea, stretched ham lets, villages and green 
pastures, where w ild sheep and w olves flourished.
T h e  people o f the M ountain felt that the end o f t h e i r f l v 4̂ P  
ascendancy over the Black M ountains was approach­
ing, and the various tribes, hitherto separated, each 
under the persuasive influence and w illpow er o f 
their ow n elders, began to unite for a single purpose, 
thanks to w hich they soon had a num erous arm y 
w ith  very good cavalry, excellent infantry and, even

the walls o f  the fort and are clim bing up the ram ­
parts. T h e  ranks o f  the defenders are getting thinner. 
T h e  enem y are already inside the fort . . . W ith 
swords drawn, w ith  daggers in their teeth they rush 
on the handful o f  Russian heroes. A  last uneven 
hand-to-hand fight takes place.

T h e  brave Leeko has fallen; glorious Kraum sgold 
is dow n bleeding to death; the dashing Sub-Ensign 
Koretzky, and S M  K am lev  w ith  him , pierced b y the 
daggers o f  the enem y, are dow n m ortally wounded. 
A t  this m om ent— the m om ent o f the last breath of 
the M ichaylovsky Fort— a soldier o f  38, w ith  bright 
blue eyes and fair hair steps out from  the ranks o f 
the T en gin sk y R egt . . . H e is the never to be for­
gotten A rch ip  O sipov.

"A cco rd in g  to the reports from  the scouts, the hill 
tribes m ustered not less than 14,000 m ounted and 
on foot. A n  old  soldier, S M  K am lev, o f  the 9th C oy, 
reported to the C om pany C om m ander, 2 L t  K raum s­
gold, that A rchip  O sipov begged to be detailed for 
this firing o f the pow der m agazine. C apt Leeko was 
inform ed o f  this. E ach defender o f the fort knew his 
ow n place and w hat he had to do, and soon w ithout 
any noise, after a short prayer, the ram part o f  the 
fort was lined b y  the 500 bayonets.

A t daybreak the huge body o f  14,000 hillm en 
with  yells and cries hurled them selves on the fort, 
but their front ranks stopped in confusion— brought 
up by the form idable silence o f  the defenders.

T h e  dim  silence o f the dawn is suddenly broken 
b y  the sound o f  a shot; then from  the ranks o f  the 
defenders o f the M ichaylovsky F ort rings out a 
volley, another, and then another. T h e  enem y has 
com pletely surrounded them , they are already under

Photographer: Rodney Brewster

Deed of Private Archip Osipov, M arch 22, 1840. 
Copy of water colour

‘ It is tim e, m y lads’ , rings out the firm  voice o f 
A rchip  O sipov. T h e  lids o f  K raum sgold ’s eyes open, 
his right hand is raised as i f  for the sign o f  the Cross, 
and S M  K a m lev  crushing dow n for the m om ent his 
terrible pain craw ls up to him  and w ith  weakened 
hands raises his head so that he m ay see the great 
deed o f a m em ber o f  the T en gin sk y R egt for the 
glory o f  the Russian Arm s.

A rchip  O sipov is surrounded b y  20 o f  the T e n - 
jinsky boys— he is in the m iddle w ith  a lighted torch 
and they w ith  bayonets are m aking w ay for him  
towards the pow der m agazine . . . ‘ Brothers, rem em ­
ber m y deed’ , and he disappears into the cellar. A  
m inute . . . then a terrible explosion. Sm oke, fire, 
bodies and debris, all are m ixed together.

O ut o f the 14,000 o f  the hillm en, not m ore than
3,000 were left. T h ro u gh o u t the Black Sea m ountains 
from  village to village am ong the enem y the fam e o f 
the great deed o f  the defence o f  the M ichaylovsky 
Fort spread and those m ountaineers, w ho considered 
them selves kinsm en o f  the Russians, published it 
abroad.

But is it possible that not a single m an o f  the 
defenders o f the F ort w as left?

Y es— there was one left, badly w ounded and taken 
prisoner b y  the hillm en—  ̂ private o f  the 9th C o y  
o f  the T en gin sk y  R egt, Joseph M iroslaysky.

In spite o f their trem endous losses the hillm en 
looked w ith  delight at one o f  the survivors and, 
respecting his wounds let him  go back to the Russians.



T h is  hero, w ith  difficulty m oving on crutches, the 
only eyew itness, from  am ong the m em bers o f the 
T en gin sky Regt, o f  the great defence o f  the M ich ay­
lovsky Fort, and the never to be forgotten deed o f 
A rch ip  O sipov, died as a Second Lieutenant— in 
the city o f  \  ladicavcas, w here our R egim ent was 
quartered at the time, at the beginning o f  his 8oth 
year.

T h e  Em peror, N icolas I, hearing o f  the great-deed 
o f A rch ip  O sipov gave orders that his name should 
be retained on the list o f  the is t  C o y  o f the T en gin sky 
Regt for ever and that his name should be called 
every day at night roll call— the private on the right 
flank answering, ‘Fell, for the glo ry o f  the Russian 
arms, at the M ichaylovsky Fort, in 1840’ .

In the city o f  \ ladicavcas, in m em ory o f  the 
heroic defenders o f the M ichaylovsky Fort a m onu­
m ent was erected in the shape o f  an obelisk, the top 
o f  w hich is crow ned w ith a double eagle holding a 
wreath o f laurels in his beak.

T h e  never to be forgotten names o f Leeko, 
K raum sgold , Koretsky, K a m lev  and A rch ip  O sipov 
are inscribed on this obelisk together w ith  the last 
words o f  O sipov ‘ Brothers, rem em ber m y deed’ . 
W hen ou r beloved Regim ent, the oldest in the 
Russian A rm y, parades in  fu ll strength for prayers, 
the solem n m om ents o f the evening roll-call draw- 
near. T h e  O rderly O fficer o f  the Regim ent in loud 
voice calls ‘A rch ip  O sipo v ’— ‘ Fell for the G lo ry  o f 
Russian A rm s at the M ichaylovsky Fort in 1840’—  
answers the private on the right flank o f  the is t  C oy. 
Silence . . . and then the m elancholy but grand words 
'R equiescas in pacem ’ .

In 1900 the Regim ent celebrated the 200th anni­
versary o f  its existence, in m em ento o f  w hich a 
crest was designed to be w orn on the le ft breast.

T h is  crest has been fixed on the cover o f  the 
album , w hich the m em bers o f  the T en gin sky R egt 
present to their brothers in arms and namesakes, the 
m em bers o f the M idd lesex Regt.

C om m anding Officer 
C ol Lebed eff 
R egim ental A djutant 
L t  Pristovko

T h e  above narrative makes heroic reading, ‘ Ivan’ 
the Russian contem porary o f  the British ‘T o m m y ’ 
has m any such epics w ritten in the history o f  the 
Russian A rm y. It is interesting to read in the second 
paragraph o f the epic the com bination o f  the 77th 
(Tenginsky) R egt and the 5th (Black Sea) B n o f the 
Line. T h is  recalls a parallel com bination o f  members 
in our ow n history w hich took place at the Battle of 
El Bodon, Septem ber 25, 18 11, claim ed to be the 
first time in m odern history when infantry success­
fu lly  charged cavalry. In his ‘M inor T a ctics ’ , G en .
C . F . C lery  writes: \

A t El Bodon where M ontbrun, w'ith 14 battalions, 
30 squadrons and 12 guns, attacked a small force of 
allied troops o f w hich tw o battalions— the 5th and 
77th— alone were British, they checked the advance 
o f  the cavalry b y  fire, charged them  at bayonet 
point, and retired in square, w hich resisted every 
effort to destroy it.

C ol N apier the historian waxes m ore lyrical, 
w riting in his history o f the Peninsular W ar, ‘Then, 
the 5th and the 77th, two weak battalions form ed in 
one square, were quite exposed, and in an instant th ej 
w hole o f the French cavalry came thundering down 
on them . H ow  vain, how  fruitless to m atch sword 
w’ith the m usket! T o  send the charging horseman 
against the steadfast veteran. T h e  m ultitudinous 
squadrons rending the skies w ith  their shouts, and 
closing upon the glow ing square like the falling edges 
o f  a burning crater, were as instantly repulsed, 
scorched and scattered abroad, and the rolling peal 
o f m usketry had scarcely ceased to echo in the hills 
w hen bayonets glittered at the edge o f the sm oke and 
w ith firm and even step the British regim ents came 
forth like the holy m en from  the A ssyrian ’s furnace’ .

In the year o f the Pothooks it is apt to recall such 
epics o f  tw o regim ents o f that ilk, the recording o f 
w hich I hope has not bored the reader.
N ote .— T h e  order o f S t G eorge wras founded in 
1769 by the Em press Catherine. It was aw arded only 
for conspicuous bravery against the enem y. In the 
album , there are a num ber o f  officers and soldiers of 
the 77  (Tenginsky) R egt wearing this decoration. A  
num ber o f  these aw'ards w ere made to our own 
regim ent during W orld W ar I.
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