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E d ito r :  Major A. W. Clark, O.B.E.

E D IT O R IA L
S ta rt in g  in  th e  w a r , th e  C o lo n e l o f  th e  R e g im e n t h a s ,  

fo r  a  n u m b e r  o f  y e a rs , is su e d  a N e w s  L e tte r .
O rig in a lly  th e  in fo rm a tio n  a b o u t  o th e r  u n its  o f  th e  

R e g im e n t a n d  o f  in d iv id u a ls  w as a lm o s t u n o b ta in a b le  
f ro m  o th e r  so u rces  a n d  th is  N e w s L e t te r ,  w h ic h  w as, 
o f  c o u rse , a re s tr ic te d  d o c u m e n t, w as a  p rice le ss  m ean s 
o f  k ee p in g  in  to u c h  w ith  R e g im e n ta l new s.

N o w  th e  J o u rn a l  is  g o in g  ag a in  a n d  s h o u ld  b e  an 
a d e q u a te  m ea n s  o f  d is tr ib u tin g  in fo rm a tio n .

N e e d less  to  say a  C o lo n e l w h o  is so  tire le ss  a  c o rre s ­
p o n d e n t  as  C o l. B ro w n e , has  a  v a s t p o s t-b a g  a n d  th e  
N e w s  L e t te r  h as  ach iev ed  p ro p o rt io n s  w h ic h  r iv a l th e  
J o u rn a l  b o th  in  size a n d  c ircu la tio n .

I t  w ill b e  a p p re c ia te d  th a t  to  go  th ro u g h  th e  N e w s 
L e t te r  a n d  e x tra c t  su ita b le  ite m s  m ea n s  a g re a t  d e a l o f  
w o rk  a n d  c o n s id e rab le  d e lay  a n d  d u p lic a tio n  o f  effo rt.

T h e  C o lo n e l o f  th e  R e g im e n t h as  d e c id e d  th a t  in  
f u tu re  n ew s w h ic h  is n o t  co n fid e n tia l a n d  is  o f  g en e ra l 
in te re s t  to  r ea d e rs  w ill b e  in c lu d e d  in  th e  J o u rn a l. A  n ew  
i te m  th e re fo re  s ta r ts  th is ,  issu e  ca lled  “  F ro m  th e  
C o lo n e l’s P o s t-b a g .”

A f te r  c o m p le tin g  a n d  se n d in g to  th e  p r in te rs  th e  
f irs t  o f  th ese  a rtic le s  som e m o re  le tte rs  a rr iv e d , b u t  
th e re  is  u n fo rtu n a te ly  n e ith e r  tim e  n o r  space  to  say 
m o re  th a n  th a t  o n e  w as f ro m  M a jo r  D e n is  B in d e r ,n o w  
in  c iv il e m p lo y m en t a t  h o m e  a n d  liv in g  a t  M ilto n , 
C h a lfo rd  H ill, S t ro u d , G los.

O n ce  m o re  w e  h av e  to  apo log ise  fo r  b e in g  la te , o w ing  
to  th e  n o n -a rr iv a l  o f  th e  i s t  B a tta lio n  N o te s . W e  h o p e  
t h a t  th e re  is  a  v e ry  g o o d  reaso n  a n d  th a t  i t  is  n o t  m ere ly  
c o m p le te  lack  o f  u n d e rs ta n d in g  o f  th e  a m o u n t o f  ex tra  
w o rk  th is  la ten ess  th ro w s  o n  M a jo r  C la rk  a n d  o f  th e  
im p o ss ib ility  o f  p u t tin g  th e  J o u rn a l  to g e th e r  u n til  t h e  
B a tta lio n  n o te s  a re  rece iv ed  a n d  p ro o fs  p r in te d .

A ll m ate ria l w as d u e  a t  th e  p r in te rs  a t th e  b eg in n in g  
o f  th e  m o n th  a n d  w e h ave  n o w  h u n g  o n  u n til  th e  
m id d le  o f  th e  m o n th .

F R O M  T H E  C O L O N E L ’ S  P O S T B A G
T h is  f irs t  in s ta lm e n t o f  th is  n e w  fe a tu re  m u s t  b e  

s h o r t  as th e  g e rm  h as  o n ly  ju s t  h a tc h e d  a n d  p r in t in g  
t im e  is  ap p ro a c h in g . T h e  f irs t i te m  o f  in te re s t  is f ro m  
L t.-C o l.  M e rv y n  C ra w fo rd , a n d  p e rh a p s  th e  s h o rte r  i t  
is  k e p t  th e  b e tte r .

B riefly , h e  h as  b e e n  a p p o in te d  C o m m a n d a n t o f  th e  
R o y a l A rm y  P io n e e r  C o rp s  c a m p  a t  S a ig h to n  C a m p , 
C h e s te r ,  w h e re  h e  ex p ects  to  h a n g  o u t  a n d  o n  u n til  
J u n e .

S e co n d ly , co m es new s o f  C o l. W . A . S tew art. H e  
says th a t  h e  is t ry in g  to  n e rv e  h im se lf  to  a tte n d  th e  
R e g im e n ta l D in n e r  th is  y ea r b u t  a lw ays feels su c h  a 
h o p e le ss  b ack  n u m b e r . T h is  is , o f  co u rse , q u ite
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r id ic u lo u s  a n d  show s a lam e n ta b le  lack  o f  th e  “  D ie­
h a rd  ”  sp ir it. O n  h is  o w n  ad m iss io n  h e  is a  “  young 
u n d e r  7 0  ”  m an  h o ld in g  d o w n  a p ro fitab le  9 a.m . to 5 
p .m . job  a n d  in  a d d itio n  is a  J .P .,  p re s id e n t  o f  th e  local 
B oy  S c o u ts , v ice -p re s id en t o f  th e  local B ritish  Legion, 
c h a irm a n  o f  th e  R h o d e s  M e m o ria l T r u s t ,  lay  chairman 
o f  th e  C h u rc h  C o m m itte e  a n d  o f  th e  D isa b le d  Person s 
P an e l. T h is  scarce ly  seem s a  su m m a ry  o f  th e  activities 
o f  a  b ack  n u m b e r  b u t  ra th e r  e v e ry  g o o d  reaso n  to  attend 
a n d  c o n tr ib u te  so m e th in g  u p  to  da te  o n  a variety  of 
su b jec ts.

I t  is th e  fa te  o f  m o s t o f  u s  w h e n  w e re tire  o r  leave 
th e  C o lo u rs  to  g e t o u t  o f  d a te  v e ry  q u ick ly , b u t  I  doubt 
i f  th e  se rv in g  so ld ie r  e x p e rts  u s  to  b e  a n y th in g  other, 
a n d  i f  a  b ack  n u m b e r  u n w a n te d  co m p lex  is to  become 
p re v a le n t,  th e n  o u r  g a th e r in g s  w ill fail in  th e ir  object 
a n d  cease to  b e  rep re se n ta tiv e .

A n d  so , C o l. A rc h ie  S te w a rt, w e sh a ll e x p e a  to  hear 
a ll a b o u t th is  t in y  h o u se  a n d  9 - a a e  g a rd en  at the 
R e g im e n ta l D in n e r.

T h e  las t le t te r  is  f ro m  C a p t. R . W . J . S m ith , who 
n e e d s  n o  in tro d u c tio n . D ic k  S m ith  a n d  fam ily  are in 
A ccra , G o ld  C o ast, a n d  w e h ave  a lread y  h ea rd  from 
M r .  Ju s tic e  a n d  M rs . L e w e y  th a t  th e  S m ith  fam ily had 
b e e n  v is itin g  th e m  a n d  th a t  th e y  h a d  en jo y ed  th e  visits. 
D ic k  a n d  fam ily  like  th e  G o ld  C o a s t a n d  he  describes 
a ll th a t  h e  a n d  th e y  h ave  se en  a n d  ex p erien ced  in a 
live ly  fash io n . B u t th is  m ig h t b e  e x p e a e d  since he, 
a n d  d o u b tle ss  th e y , b e lo n g  to  t h a t  a ll to o  ra re  category 
o f  p e o p le  w h o  h ave  a  zest fo r  life  a n d  a re  o u t to be 
in te re s te d  w h e re v e r  th e y  a re , w ith  th e  re su lt  th a t  they 
a re  a lw ays h a p p y .

T h e  le t te r  is to o  lo n g  to  q u o te  in  fu ll  b u t  th e  following 
w ill i llu s tra te  w h a t  I  m ea n .

S ta r t in g  w ith  a  re fe ren c e  to  th e  C o lone l’s News 
L e t te r  N o . 54 , h e  d escrib es  a  v a rie ty  o f  erstw hile  inter- 
R e g im e n ta l sc rap s  w h ic h  h ave  n o  d o u b t d ied  out with 
th e  in tro d u c tio n  o f  th e  G ro u p  (? ) .

A fte r  a n  a c co u n t o f  a  d e c e n t s to rm  w h ic h  enabled 
h im  to  p ro v e  th a t  l ig h tn in g  does s tr ik e  tw ice in  the 
sam e  p lace , h e  g ives a g rap h ic  a c co u n t o f  a  visit o f the 
S m ith  fam ily  to  w a tc h  u n lo ad in g  a t A ccra  th ro u g h  the 
s u rf , fo llow ed  b y  a  d e sc r ip tio n  o f  S m ith , J r . ,  at the 
d e n tis t’s. H e  en d s w ith  th e  fo llo w in g : “  L ife  is full ol 
w o n d e rfu l th in g s  fo r  th e  fam ily— th a t  in clu d es  m e too 
— a n d  th e re  is n ev e r a d u ll  m o m e n t. W e are  all very 
h a p p y  a n d  every  d ay  seem s to  b e  one lo n g  song. There 
is  a lw ays so m e th in g  o f  in te re s t  to  see , to  h ea r and to

H o w  r ig h t  h e  is. A n d  w ith  th a t  w e  e m p ty  th e  post 
b a g  fo r  th is  n u m b e r .

F R O M  R E C E N T  P U B L IC A T IO N S  

(1)  “  G R E E N  B E R E T  ”
“  P rim us in ter  pares  ”

T h e r e  w as a  tim e  w h e n  p e o p le  w o u ld  choose their 
re a d in g  m a tte r  b y  b ro w sin g  in  booksellers an d  then 
p u rc h a s in g  su c h  v o lu m es as  a t t r a a e d  th em  
re a d in g  th e  rev iew s in  th e  p a p e rs  a n d  o rd erin g  tho 
w h ic h  w ere  w e ll rev iew ed . N o w ad ay s  th e  Pnce 
b o o k s a n d  e v e ry th in g  else h as  d r iv e n  m o s t o f  u s  to 
u se  o f  th e  lib ra rie s  a n d  in ev itab le  L ib ra ry  L is t.

I  f in d  th is  a  ted io u s  bu sin ess  as, w eek a fte r  w eek, I  
search th e  p a p e rs  a n d  fail to  f in d  an y th in g  even  fa in tly  
attractive. M y  lis t, in  conseq u en ce , g rew  v e ry  slow ly, 
but a t la s t  I  h a n d e d  i t  in  a n d  th e  o th e r  d ay , o n  m y  w ay 
to L o n d o n , I  w e n t in  a n d  w as h a n d e d  Green B ere t,  b y  
Hilary S t. G eo rg e  S au n d ers .

L o n g  b e fo re  I  rea c h e d  W ate rlo o  I  r e a d  o n  p ag e  39 
the fo llo w in g : “  N o  o n e  class o r  p a r t  o f  th e  c o u n try  
fu rn ish ed  th e  b e s t ty p e  o f  C o m m an d o  so ld ie r, b u t  it 
seems to  b e  g enera lly  a g reed  b y  th o se  w ho  h a d  m o s t to  
do w ith  lead in g  th e m  in  b a ttle  th a t  prim us in ter pares  
was th e  fu ll-b lo o d e d  C o ck n ey , a  g ran d  so ld ie r  in  p eace 
or w ar.”

A s a  C o ck n ey  b y  b i r th ,  a  L o n d o n e r  b y  h a b ita tio n  fo r  
m any y ea rs , a n d  a  “  D ie -h a rd  ”  fo r  m o re  y ea rs  th a n  I  
care to  rem e m b e r , I  w as th rille d , a n d  I  m u s t  a d m it  
that th e  r e s t  o f  {he jo u rn e y  w as s p e n t,  n o t  in  read in g , 
but w i th  m y  o w n  th o u g h ts .

W e w h o  h av e  h a d  th e  p riv ilege  o f  se rv in g  w ith  th e  
M idd lesex  R e g im e n t n e e d  n o  in tro d u c tio n  to  th e

1 Cockney, even  th o u g h  o u r  p e rso n n e l h ave  fo r m an y  
years g o t less a n d  less fu ll-b lo o d e d  as co n d itio n s  o f  
en listm ent a n d  d ra f tin g  h ave  ch an g ed , s ince d esp ite  
d ilu tion  th e  u n its  h ave  rem a in e d  p red o m in an tly  o f  
Cockney b lo o d  a n d  C o ck n ey  charac te ristics.

I t  w o u ld  b e  easy , a n d  one  is te m p te d  to  do  so , to  
hold fo r th  a t  le n g th  o n  p re ju d ices  o f  a ll so ld ie rs  in  
favour o f  th e i r  o w n  m en , L a n c a sh ire  fo r  L an c h a sh ire  
and D e v o n  fo r  D e v o n , a n d  o n  th e  u se  o f  th e  ch arac­
teristics o f  m e n  o f  th e  v a rio u s  p a rts  o f  th e  c o u n try  a n d  
even C o lo n ies  a n d  D o m in io n s , in  o rd e r  to  m ak e  th e  
best u se  o f  th e s e  c h a rac te ristic s , b u t  th e  f a c t  rem ain s  
that w h e re v e r o n e  m ee ts  h im  th e  rea l C ockney  is a  
welcome a d d itio n  to  th e  u n i t  a n d  th e  C ockney  u n i t  to  
any fo rm a tio n .

I  s h o u ld  h ave  b e e n  less su re  in  m ak in g  th is  assertio n  
ten years ago , w h e n  m y  ex p erien ce  o f  m en  o th e r  th an  
Cockneys w as lim ite d . D u r in g  th e  la te  w ar, how ever, 
it was m y  g o o d  lu ck  to  sp e n d  a lm ost exactly  th re e  years 
with Y o rk sh ire m e n  a n d  a n o th e r  th re e  w ith  L an cash ire -  
m en, a n d  I  value d eep ly  th e  ex p erien ce  a n d  chance  o t 
study ing  th ese  m en . O n e  le a rn t  to  ad m ire  th e m  
im m ensely a n d  o n e  le a rn t  th a t  th e re  w as n o  specia l 
m ethod  n e e d e d  to  c o m m an d  o n e  o r  th e  o th e r  B u t I  
d oub t w h e th e r,  w ith  all th e i r  fine  qu a litie s , th e y  can  
be c o m p a re d  w ith  th e  C ockney  as m ixers.

I t  s ta n d s  to  reaso n  th a t  th is  c h a ra a e r is tic  in  itse lf  
w ould n o t  b e  su fficien t to  ea rn  th e m  th e  tr ib u te  p a id  
in G reen B e n t .  I f  I  w ere  w ritin g  th is  fo r  any  o th e r  
paper I  sh o u ld  feel th a t  I  w as ca lled  u p o n  to  arudyse th e  
qualities o f  th e  C o ck n ey  b u t  fo r  th is  Jo u rn a l I  feel th a t  
it is q u ite  u n n ecessa ry  s in ce  y o u , th e  read e rs , k n o w  th e m  
just as w ell as I  do . T h e  reaHy im p o rta n t th in g  is  th a t  
these q u a litie s  sh o u ld  b e  a p p re c ia te d  a n d  o u r 
hope is  th a t  th e  C o ck n ey  m ay  re ta in  th e m  a n d  Hus 
despite all tem p ta tio n s  to  b eco m e a m ere  d ilu te d  
im ita tion  o f  th e  w ireless a n d  cinem a m o d els  o f  th e  

ideal m an .

(ii) “ A B Y S S IN IA N  P A T C H W O R K ”
W e a ll ex p erien ce  a t  tim es  th a t  an n o y in g  in c id e n t 

w hen, trav e llin g  in  a b u s  o r car, w e see som eone  we

h av e  n o t  seen  fo r  ages b u t  a re  g o n e  b e fo re  w e  c a n  s to p  
o r  c o m m u n ica te  w ith  t h a t  o ld  frien d .

I t  w as w ith  m u c h  th is  fee lin g  th a t  w h en  rea d in g  
K e n n e th  G a n d a r  D o w e r’s b o o k  I  re a d  o n  p ag e  139: 
“  C o lo n e l B ru c e  p lu n g ed  th ro u g h  w ith  h is  A d ju tan t, 
C a p ta in  S ym es . . a n d  o n  p age  141: “  H e  (an  I ta lia n  
C o lo n el) w as f ish e d  o u t  o f  b e d  to  h e a r  som e p o in te d  
rem ark s  f ro m  M a jo r  W a tso n , c o u c h ed  in  lan g u ag e  h e  d  
n e v e r  h e a rd  b e fo re  p ro b ab ly  in  th e  w h o le  co u rse  o f  his 
c a re e r, w h ile  A d ju ta n t  T o m  S ym es p r im e d  th e  M a io r  
w ith  su c h  d e ta ils  o f  p u n ish m e n t as h e  fo rg o t.”

I t  is o n ly  a  g lim p se , b u t  i t  b r in g s  b ack  m an y  m em o ries  
a n d  o n e  is le f t, like  th e  p assen g e r in  a  b u s , w ith  a fee ling  
o f  f ru s tra t io n  a n d  o ne  rea lises w h a t o u r  p re se n t  m ee tin g s , 
c rick e t, g o lf  a n d  fo o tb a ll, lose  b y  h is  u n tim e ly  d e a th  at 
th e  v e ry  e n d  o f  th e  w ar.

O B IT U A R Y  

M r. H. V. Ireson, M .V.O.
J u s t  as w e go  to  p ress  th e  c u tt in g  re p ro d u c e d  be low  

a p p e a re d  in  th e  D a ily  Telegraph :—
“  W o rk ed  52 Y e a r s  in  S t .  P a u l 's  

“  Service  fo r  Verger 
“  M r .  H a r ry  V in c e n t Ire so n , D e a n ’s v e rg e r o f  S t. 

P a u l’s C a th e d ra l, w h o  d ie d  o n  S a tu rd a y , h a d  se rv e d  
th e  C a th e d ra l s in ce  1898. H is  k n o w led g e  o f  th e  se r­
v ices a n d  ce rem o n ia l d e ta il w as encyclopaed ic .

“  A t ev en so n g  in  th e  C a th e d ra l y e s te rd ay  th e  canon  
in  res id en ce , C a n o n  M a rc u s  K n ig h t ,  p a id  a  t r ib u te  to  
M r. Ire so n , a n d  as a  fu r th e r  t r ib u te  th e  fu n e ra l serv ice  
is  to  b e  h e ld  in  th e  C a th e d ra l  o n  T h u rs d a y .

“  M r. I re s o n  jo in e d  th e  s ta ff  as a  b o y  a n d  h e lp e d  to  
in sta ll th e  m osaics in  th e  ch o ir. H e  w as la te r  ap p o in te d  
a  g u id e  a n d  th e n  fo r 30 years w as a  v e rg e r, b eco m in g
se n io r  v e rg e r in  I 944-”  ,

H a r ry  V in cen t I re so n  w ill b e  k n o w n  to  m an y  th o u s-  
a n d s  o f  v isito rs  to  S t. P a u l’s C a th e d ra l as a  v e rg e r, b u t  
h e  is b e tte r  k n o w n  to  o ld  2 10 th  m en  as C .S .M . H a rry

I t  is a m a tte r  o f  c o n je c tu re  w h e th e r  v isito rs to  th e  
C a th e d ra l o r  n ew co m ers  to  th e  C o m p a n y  w o u ld  have 
b e e n  m o re  su rp r ise d  o n  lea rn in g  th e  o th e r  s id e  o f  th e  
ac tiv ities  o f  H a rry  Ire so n .

I  a m  c e rta in  th a t  o th e r  m o re  a d e q u a te  tr ib u te s  w in  
co m e b e fo re  th e  n e x t issue  o f  th e  J o u rn a l  is d u e , b u t  
I  ca n n o t le t  th is  n u m b e r  go  to  p ress  w ith o u t pay in g  
m in e . As fa r  as th e  1914-18 w a r is c o n c ern e d , i t  is 
p ro b ab ly  a p p ro p r ia te  m in e  sh o u ld  b e  a m o n g st th e  earlv

W h e n  th e  2 1 0 t h  B a tta lio n  lan d e d  in  G allipo li, 
I re so n  w as m y P la to o n  S erg ean t. W h e n  I  w as d e ta iled  
(u n d o u b te d ly  becau se  I  w as th e  on ly  officer w ith  a  new
S .D . jacke t 1) to  tak e  a g u a rd  o f  tw o  S erg ean ts , one  
C o rp o ra l, tw o  L a n c e -C o rp o ra ls  a n d  fo u r  m e n  fro m  
each  C o m p an y  as one  o f  th e  g u a rd s  o n  S ir  W illiam  
B ird w o o d ’s H .Q . o n  th e  is la n d  o f  Im b ro s , S g t. I re so n  
w as th e  sen io r S e rg ean t, a n d  w h e n  a t  a la te r  d a te  
to o k  o v e r c o m m an d  o f  “  D  ”  C o m p a n y , C .S .M . I re so n  
w as m y  S e rg ean t-M ajo r.

B eing  a v e ry  g ree n  y o u th  o f  u n d e r  21 w h e n  w e h rs t  
m e t, H a r ry  I re so n  was a n  id ea l g u id e , p h ilo so p h e r  an d
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f r ie n d  to  m e  in  th e  n u m e ro u s  s itu a tio n s  in  w h ic h  I  
fo u n d  m yself. H e  w as a b o u t  15 y ea rs  o ld e r  th a n  m y se lf  
a n d  h is  g rea te r  ex p e rien ce  o f  life , o f  so ld ie rin g  a n d  o f  
m e n  w as alw ays av ailab le  fo r  m e  to  d raw  o n  a n d  it 
c o u ld  alw ays b e  re lied  u p o n  as s o u n d  b u t  n e v e r  t h ru s t  
u p o n  o n e  u n less  ask ed  fo r.

A t th e  b a ttle  o f  G aza  o u r  w ay s p a r te d  as I  w as 
w o u n d e d , a n d  u p o n  m y  r e tu r n ,  as “  C  ”  C o m p a n y  w as 
v a c an t, o w in g  to  th e  t ra n s la t io n  o f  D ic k  to  th e  rea lm s 
o f  th e  S ta ff, I  to o k  o v er “  C  ”  C o m p an y .

T w o  in c id e n ts  s ta n d  o u t  w h e n  I  th in k  o f  Ire so n . 
T h e  f irs t w as in  th e  ea rly  days o f  th e  lan d in g . T h e  
P la to o n  w as in  re se rv e  a n d  q u ite  h a p p ily  tru s t in g  to  
som e to ta lly  in ad e q u a te  sc rap es  m a d e  b y  eq u a lly  
in a d e q u a te  in tre n c h in g  to o ls . R a tio n s  h a d  a rr iv e d  a n d  
b e e n  issu e d  f ro m  a  w o o d e n  b o x  w h ic h  w as still b es id e  
u s  as it  h a d  so m e  ra tio n s  in  i t  fo r  m e n  aw ay. I re s o n  
a n d  I  m a d e  som e te a  a n d  w ere  en jo y in g  th is ,  c o m p a ra ­
tiv e ly  a t  ease , w h e n  w e d e c id e d  th a t  th e  s n ip in g , w h ic h  
w as a lw ays w ith  u s , w as g e tt in g  d is tin c tly  a n ­
n oy ing .

I t  d a w n e d  u p o n  u s  th a t  th e  b o x  m ig h t  h av e  so m e­
th in g  to  d o  w ith  th is  u n w elco m e  a t te n tio n  a n d  w e se t 
a b o u t rec tify in g  th is .  I n  so d o in g  I  n o tic e d  th a t  m y  
e q u ip m e n t,  w h ic h  I  h a d  lo o sen ed , h a d  b e e n  s tru c k  a n d  
th e  h o rn  rem o v e d  f ro m  th e  rev o lv er. A t  th e  sam e tim e  
I re so n  tu rn e d  to  h is  m ess  t in  ( it  h a d  b e e n  b e s id e  h is  
h ead ) a n d  I  h e a rd  h im  say “  B lim ey  ! T h e  b lig h te r  has 
h i t  m y  m ess  t in ,”  a n d  t ru e  e n o u g h  a b u lle t  h a d  p ie rc e d  
th e  t in  lo w  d o w n  a n d  all th e  te a  h a d  r u n  aw ay. P e r ­
sona lly  I  w as ra th e r  sh ak en  b u t  I re s o n  w as q u ite  u n p e r ­
tu rb e d ,  a p a r t  f ro m  b e in g  em p h a tic a lly  in  fav o u r  o f  a 
v ig o ro u s  d riv e  to  d islo d g e  th e  b l ig h te r  w h o  h a d  ro b b e d  
h im  o f  h is  tea . T h e  sn ip e r  w as n o t  fo u n d , b u t  th e n  w e 
h a d  n o t  b e e n  tra in e d  to  look  fo r  g ree n  sn ip e rs  in  g ree n  
tre e s  a n d  h a d  n o  “  T o m m y  ”  o r  S te n  g u n s  to  sp ray  th e  
t re e s  w ith .

T h e  se co n d  in c id e n t  o c c u re d  m an y  m o n th s  la te r. I  
w as th e n  c o m m a n d in g  “  D  ”  C o m p a n y  w ith  I re s o n  as 
m y  C .S .M . O n e  a fte rn o o n  h e  cam e  to  m y  b iv o u ac  a n d  
sa id  “  P te . ‘ X  ’ re fu ses  to  b e  in n o c u la te d , s ir . S h a ll I 
p u t  h im  in  th e  G u a rd  R o o m  ? ”  I  h ave  n o  d o u b t th a t  
b y  all th e  ru le s  I  s h o u ld  h ave  sa id  “  Y es,”  b u t  m en  
w ere  scarce  a n d  f irs t-c la ss  N o . 1 L ew is  G u n n e rs  jew els 
b e y o n d  p rice . I  th e re fo re  sa id  “  N o  ”  a n d  o rd e re d  “  X  ”  
to  b e  b ro u g h t b e fo re  m e. “  X  ”  a p p e a re d  a n d  “  X  ”  
w as in o cu la te d  o n  th e  u n d e rs ta n d in g  th a t  i f  h e  w as ill 
h e  w o u ld  n o t  b e  s ta b b e d  aga in . T h e re  w e re  n o  ill- 
e ffects a n d  “  X  ”  w as g iv en  h is  s eco n d  d o se  a n d  w e n t 
in to  th e  sh o w  w ith  h is  g u n . A lth o u g h  I  h a d  ach iev ed  
m y  o b jec t I  w as p ro b ab ly  w ro n g  a n d  m an y  C .S .M .s  
w o u ld  h av e  b e e n  re se n tfu l, b u t  th a t  w as n o t  th e  w ay  
w ith  H a r ry  I re s o n , b ecau se  w h e th e r  h e  a g re e d  o r  n o t ,  
o nce  h is  C o m p a n y  C .O . h a d  m a d e  a dec is io n  he  
a c cep ted  i t  in  th e  b e s t  sp ir it.

I  h a d  few  ch an ces  o f  m ee tin g  h im  o nce  w e p a r te d  
co m p an y , b u t  w h e n  in  th e  la te  w a r I  w as g iv en  a  B rig ad e , 
I re so n  g o t to  k n o w  a n d  o n e  o f  m y  m o st tre a s u re d  le t te r s  
a rr iv ed  f ro m  h im .

S t. P a u l’s C a th e d ra l w as h is  life , b u t  w h e n  p a tr io tism  
ca lled  h e  d e v o te d  h im se lf  w h o le -h e a r te d ly  a n d  d ev o ted ly  
to  th e  R e g im en t. Ju d g e d  b y  an y  s ta n d a rd s , h e  w as an  
o u ts ta n d in g  C .S .M . a n d  frie n d .

J l a n

H e n r y  V . I r e s o n ,  M .V .O .
M a n y  re g u la r  w o rsh ip p e rs  a t  S t. P a u l’s C athedral 

w ill su re ly  m iss  th e  a le r t  fig u re  o f  th e  D e a n ’s Verger, 
even  th o u g h  h e  m ay  n o t  h av e  b e e n  k n o w n  to  them  by 
n am e . T h e  d e a th  o f  H a r ry  I re s o n  o n  A p ril  22, after 
a  b r ie f  illn ess , b ro u g h t  to  a c lose 52 y ea rs  o f  service as 
bo y  a n d  m an  to  th e  C a th e d ra l. T h o s e  o f  h is  friends 
w h o  so u g h t h im  o u t  th e re  becam e  aw are  o f  his wide 
k n o w le d g e , n o t  o n ly  o f  d e ta ils  o f  r itu a l,  a n d  o f church 
m u s ic , b u t  a lso  o f  ev e ry  n o o k  a n d  c ra n n y  o f  the vast 
b u ild in g . F o r  th ese  th in g s  h is  lo y alty  a n d  enthusiasm  
n e v e r  w an ed .

A t th e  fu n e ra l  se rv ice  in  th e  C a th e d ra l  th e  D ean  paid 
t r ib u te  to  I re s o n ’s s te rlin g  c h a ra c te r , a n d  som e old 
so ld ie rs  am o n g  th e  c o n g reg a tio n  k n ew  b y  h is words of 
s im p le  b e a u ty  th a t  h e  h a d  lo s t n o t  on ly  h is  verger but 
o n e  w h o m  th e y  to o  Were p r iv ile g e d  to  c o u n t as their 
f r ie n d .

“  L o y a lty ,”  sa id  th e  D e a n , “  w as I re s o n ’s outstand­
in g  c h a ra c te r is tic .”  H o w  w ell th e  m en  o f  th e  2 ic th  
B a tta lio n  T h e  M id d le se x  R e g im e n t k n e w  it, for in  their 
ran k s , lo n g  y ea rs  ago , h e  se rv e d  a n d  fo u g h t in  many 
ac tio n s  in  G a llip o li a n d  P a les tin e . U n sw erv in g  in his 
sen se  o f  d u ty , h e  w as a fearless so ld ie r  a n d  a discip­
lin a r ia n  o f  th e  b e s t  ty p e , in  w h o m  d isc ip lin e  was never 
d iv o rc e d  f ro m  k in d lin e ss  a n d  h u m o u r . As a C .S.M . 
h e  w as c o n s ta n t  in  h is  effo rts  to  ease  th e  cares, and 
p e rh a p s  su cceed ed  so m etim es in  m ello w in g  th e  judg­
m e n ts  o f  a m o re  y o u th fu l  C o m p a n y  Com m ander. 
Im p e r tu rb a b le  in  b a tt le ,  h is  w as th e  co u rag e  th a t sus­
ta in e d  a n d  in sp ire d  o th e rs  a n d  in  fac t seem ed  to  dis­
p e n se  a n  a ir  o f  secu r ity  ev en  u n d e r  m o st unpleasant 
c o n d itio n s . F o r  c o n s is ten t g o o d  serv ice  h e  w as awarded 
th e  M e d a ille  M ilita ire . A fte r  th e  w a r th e  form ation of 
re g u la r  reu n io n s  o f  th e  su rv iv o rs  o f  th e  B atta lion  owed 
m u c h  to  H a r ry , a n d  i t  w as in  h is  lit tle  office in the 
C a th e d ra l  M u s ic  L ib ra ry  th a t  m an y  o f  th e  plans and 
d e ta ils  w e re  ta lk e d  o v er— b u t  p e rh a p s  th a t  is a thing 
th e  D e a n  d id  n o t  k n o w  !

T w o  y ea rs  ago , to  th e  g rea t p lea su re  o f  h is  friends, 
h is  se rv ice  to  S t. P a u l’s w as m ark e d  b y  th e  award of 
th e  M .V .O . H a r ry  I re s o n ’s d e lig h t w as in  sim ple  things. 
(H o w  a m azed  h e  w o u ld  h ave  b e e n  to  see th e  big con­
g reg a tio n  th a t  h o n o u re d  h is  m em o ry  a t  S t. P au l s.) His 
h a p p y  h o m e  life w ith  h is  w ife  a n d  so n , th e  Cathedral he 
lo v ed  a n d  se rv ed  so w ell, h is  o ld  frie n d s  a n d  his Regi­
m en t. H is  h a p p in e ss  in  th ese  w as s u p p o rte d  by his 
s te a d fas t fa ith . H a r ry  I re so n  has  p assed . “  W hy , then,
G o d ’s so ld ie r  b e  h e .”  „ _

N .B .M c.I.

O B IT U A R I E S
I t  is  w ith  d eep  re g re t  th a t  w e  h ave  to  record  the 

fo llow ing  d e a th s  : ..
T h e  la te  W . T .  H a rw o o d  d ied  o n  S a tu rd ay , April 

1950, a n d  w as c re m a te d  a t  H e n d o n  P a rk  Cem etery on 
T h u r s d a y ,  A p ril  27 , I 95°- S g t. BigneU o f  th e  Depo 
S ta ff  a tte n d e d  th e  fu n e ra l  a n d  a w re a th  was sent 
b e h a lf  o f  th e  R eg im e n ta l A ssoc ia tion .

M r .  H a rw o o d  e n lis ted  o n  O c to b e r  2 4 , I 9 I2 > 
d isc h a rg ed  to  p e n s io n  o n  F e b ru a ry  4, 1935- H e 
ca lled  u p  o n  S ec tio n  E  R eserv e  o n  S ep tem b er I, 1939»
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and w as d isc h a rg ed  o n  m ed ica l g ro u n d s  D e c e m b e r  3, 
1940. M r. H a rw o o d  h a d  b een  in  ill-h e a lth  fo r  several 
m onths, a n d  has n o t  b een  ab le  to  p u rsu e  h is em p lo y ­
ment fo r  th e  las t fo u r  m o n th s . E ld e r  m em b ers  o f  th e  
2nd B a tta lio n  w ill rem e m b e r  h im  as th e  m ajo rity  o f  h is  
service w as in  th e  B an d , w h ich  cu lm in a te d  in  h im  b e in g  
appoin ted  B a n d  S erg ean t. H e  was a goo d  a th le te  an d  
hockey p layer.

H is  ashes w ere  sc a tte re d  a ro u n d  th e  R eg im en ta l 
M em orial.

W e also  re g re t  to  re c o rd  th e  d e a th  o f  th e  late  R .S .M .
J. M o rg a n , w h o  p a sse d  aw ay o n  S a tu rd a y , A pril 22 , 
1950, ag ed  75 years. A  W a rra n t  O fficer a tte n d e d  his 
funeral a t  R ay le ig h  P a r ish  C h u rc h  on  W ed n esd ay , 
April 26 , 1950, a n d  p laced  a w re a th  o n  h is  g rave  on  
behalf o f  th e  R e g im e n ta l A ssociation .

42  W o o d le ig h  A venue,
N o r th  F in c h le y , N .1 2 .

February1 2 8 , 195°-
To th e  E d ito r .
D ear S ir,

R e  N o . 5740 C  S g t.-M a jo r H . A. E dw ards, 
P e n s io n e r , T h e  M id d le sex  R eg im en t.

I w ish  to  b r in g  to  y o u r  n o tice  th a t  th e  a b o v e-n am ed  
passed aw ay a t h is  h o m e, F la t  o ver th e  M a rt ,  C ro w - 
th o m e , B erk sh ire .

H e  jo in e d  th e  R e g im e n t in  1899 a n d  w as p o s te d  to  
the 2 n d  B a tta lio n  w h e n  th e  B a tta lio n  w as in  C am b rid g e  
B arracks, W o o lw ich . W h e n  th e  2 n d  B a tta lio n  le ft, on  
D ecem b er 2 , 1899, fo r  th e  S o u th  A frican  W a r, h e  
rem ained  b e h in d  w ith  th e  de ta ils . O n  th e  fo rm atio n  
of th e  4 th  B a tta lio n , in  M a rc h , 1900, h e  w as p o s ted  to  
the 4 th  B a tta lio n  a n d  se rv ed  w ith  th e m  u n til  th e  early  
p art o f  1903. Jo in in g  th e  3 rd  B atta lio n  a t  S te llenbosch , 
Cape C o lo n y , he  se rv ed  w ith  th e  3 rd  B atta lio n  a fte rw ard s  
in H o n g  K o n g , S in g ap o re , L e b o n y  a n d  C aw n p o re , 
Ind ia , t i l l  M a rc h , 1914* b e in g  p o s te d  to  th e  P e rm a n e n t 
Staff, 5 th  B atta lio n . H e  re jo in ed  th e  3 rd  B atta lio n  in  
Salonika, 1916, a n d  a t  th e  e n d  o f  th e  w ar, w h en  th e  
B attalion le ft  fo r  h o m e, h e  f in ish ed  h is  serv ice  in  1921 
on th e  s ta ff  o f  th e  D e p o t. F o r  som e tim e  afte r  leav ing  
the R e g im e n t h e  w as o n  th e  R e c ru itin g  s ta ff  a t  H arle s -  
don. D u r in g  th e  w h o le  o f  h is  serv ice  w ith  th e  3™ 
B attalion he  w as a S e rg ean t a n d  a fte rw ard s  C o lo u r 
Sergeant o f  “  G  ”  C o m p an y .

Y o u rs  fa ith fu lly ,
H . A . C l e l l a n d -

P .S .— I  h av e  rec e iv ed  w o rd  th is  m o rn in g  th a t  th e  
funeral w ill tak e  p lac e  o n  S a tu rd a y  a t  12 n o o n , w h ich  
I w ill a t te n d /—H .A .C .

45 Im p e ria l R o ad , 
G illin g h am .

A p r il  8 , 1950-

T o th e  E d ito r .
D ear Six • *

E n c lo sed  p lease  f in d  a cu ttin g  f ro m  th e  A p ril ed itio n  
of th e  “  O ld  C o n te m p tib le s  M agazine.

Y o u rs  sincerely ,
T . J .  G r een .

"  G . S . H a c k e r . S id cu p  B ran ch  reg re t to  re p o r t  th e  
death  o n  F e b ru a ry  19 o f  C h u m  G eo rg e  a e r>

fo rm erly  N o . 9222, S e rg ean t, 4 th  B a tta lio n  T h e  M id d le ­
sex  R e g im e n t. H e  t ra n s fe r re d  f ro m  th e  D u c h y  o f  
C o rn w a ll B ra n c h  tw o  y e a rs  ago. H e  w as k e e n , en ­
th u sia s tic , m o d e s t  a n d  u n a ssu m in g . T h ir te e n  C h u m s  
w ith  s ta n d a rd  a n d  w re a th  w e re  p re s e n t  a t  th e  fu n era l in  
C h is le h u rs t C em ete ry . C h u m  F .  H . H a y w a rd  an d  
M r  M o ss re p re s e n te d  th e  D u c h y  o f  C o rn w a ll B ran ch  
a n d  th e  A ir  M in is try  respec tive ly . S in ceres t sy m p a th y  
is o ffe red  to  h is  w id o w  a n d  d a u g h te r .”

“  N o r l in g to n ,”
26  C h e sh a m  R o ad ,

A n n erley , S .E .20 .
M a rch  16, I 950>

M y  d e a r  N o b b y ,
I  enc lose  a  p ress  c u tt in g  re th e  la te  M r. G . S . H ack e r, 

w h o  w as o n e  o f  th e  4 th  B a tta lio n  in  th e  early  days. I  
reca ll h im  q u ite  w ell. T h o u g h t  y o u  m ig h t  like  th is  fo r  
th e  “  D ie -H a rd s ’ D o in g s .”

H a c k e r a t  one tim e  w as O fficers’ M ess  S te w a rd  a n d  
q u ite  a n o ise  in  h is  way.

B est o f  luck .
Y o u rs  s in ce re ly -

G eo . H . E . D u f fie l d .

M R . G . S H A C K F R  
T h e  fu n era l to o k  p lace  a t  C h  s le h u rs t  C em ete ry  o n  

S a tu rd a y  o f  M r. G eo rg e  S am u el H a c k e r, aged  67, o f  
40  B irk b eck  R o ad , S id c u p , w h o  d ied  in  O rp in g to n  
H o sp ita l o n  F e b ru a ry  19. , ,

M r. H a c k e r se rv ed  as a reg u la r  so ld ie r  m  th e  4 m  
M id d lesex  R e g im en t, a n d  w as w o u n d e d  in  th e  B oer 
W a r  a n d  in  th e  F ir s t  W o rld  W a r. F o r  th e  p a s t few  
y ea rs  h e  w o rk ed  a t th e  A ir  M in is try .

S id c u p  O ld  C o n te m p tib le s  A ssoc ia tion , o f  w h ic h  he  
w as a  w e ll-k n o w n  m em b e r, c a rried  th e i r  s ta n d a rd  a n d  
fo rm e d  a g u a rd  o f  h o n o u r  a t  th e  cem etery .

A m o n g  th e  m o u rn e rs  w ere  M rs . H ack e r (w id o w ), 
M r. a n d  M rs . L o v e lan d , sen . (so n -in -law  a n d  d a u g h te r);  
M r. L o v e jan d , ju n ., M rs . B agw ell a n d  M rs . W ilk in so n  
(g ra n d c h ild re n ) ; M rs . B au g h  a n d  M rs . S tev en so n  
( s is te rs -in -la w ); M r. S tev en so n  (n ep h e w ); M rS jA lld e r  
(n iece ); M rs . L o v e lan d , ju n .,  M r. B agw ell, M r. W ilk in ­
so n , M r. B au g h , M r. A lld er, M r. M o ss  (rep resen ta tiv e  
f ro m  th e  A ir  M in is try ) ;  a n d  rep re se n ta tiv e s  f ro m  th e  
D u c h y  o f  C ornw all.

G A V E  C IG A R E T T E  T O  A  K I N G  
T re a s u re d  possession  o f  M r. G eo rg e  S am u el H ack er, 

o f  40  B irkbeck  R o ad , S id c u p , w h o  d ied  o n  F e b ru a ry  19» 
w as a b o x  o f  c ig are ttes  g iven  to  h im  as a C h ristm as  
p re s e n t  b y  th e  P rin cess  R o y a l w h ile  h e  w as in  ho sp ita l

in  1914- . . .  1 - ,
H e  k e p t  a ll th e  c ig a re tte s  ex cep t one u n til  h e  d ied . 

T h e  ex cep tio n  w as th e  o n e  w h ich  K in g  G eo rg e  \  
accep ted  fro m  h im , a n d  sm o k ed , o n  a  v ist to  th e  h o sp ita l.

M y  d e a r  N o b b y , .
I ’m  su re  yo u  a lready  k n o w , b u t  th o u g h t y o u  m ig h t  

like to  k now  som e de ta ils  o f  th e  passin g  o f  ex -C -S .M . 
S tan ley  M o rris  o f  th e  8 th  B atta lion .

H e  d ied  a t M o u n t V e rn o n ’s H o sp ita l, N o rth w o o d , o n  
S a tu rd a y , A p ril  1, a n d  w as b u r ie d  a t S o u th a ll  C em etery



i l  6 <D lie  < 2)îV  - ^ J J a r d i

o n  T h u r s d a y ,  A p ril  6. H e  leaves a  w ife  a n d  a  sm a ll 
son . T h e i r  a d d re s s  is :  12 F if th  P a ra d e , G o lf  L in k s  
E s ta te ,  S o u th a ll . A p p a re n tly  S ta n le y  h a d  b e e n  a iling  
fo r so m e  tim e , b u t  he  d id  n o t  c o m p la in  a n d  re fu se d  to  
give in  a n d  d id  in  fa c t  “  d ie  h a rd .”  H is  d e a th  cam e  as 
a  sh o ck  to  u s  a ll in  th e  C lu b , as h e  lo o k ed  so  f it  a t  th e  
M o r ta r  C o m p a n y  d in n e r  in  F e b ru a ry  last.

H e  w as a n  o u ts ta n d in g  W .O ., k e e n , lo y al, e fficien t 
a n d  ex tre m e ly  c o n sc ie n tio u s . H e  se rv e d  c o n tin u o u s ly  
w ith  th e  B a tta lio n  f ro m  1939 to  1945, w as tw ice  m e n ­
tio n e d  in  d e sp a tc h e s  fo r  g a lla n t c o n d u c t  a n d  w as 
aw a rd e d  th e  F re n c h  C ro ix  d e  G u e r re  w ith  s ta r . H e  
se rv e d  w ith  “  B  ”  C o m p a n y  u n til  1944 a n d  th e n  jo in e d  
th e  M o rta r  C o m p a n y  as C .S .M .

M a jo r  K e n y o n , h is  C o m p a n y  C o m m a n d e r , w ill, o f  
co u rse , s u p p ly  y o u  w ith  m o re  de ta ils . I  h av e  ask ed  o u r  
S e c re ta ry , Ja ck  W id o w , to  w rite  y ou .

I  w as ab le  to  a tte n d  th e  fu n e ra l,  w h ic h  to o k  p lace  
fro m  h is p a re n ts ’ res id e n ce  a t  42 F lo re n c e  R o a d , 
S o u th a ll .  I t  w as a m o s t im p ress iv e  c e re m o n y ; th e  
coffin  w as co v e red  w ith  th e  U n io n  Jack . T h e r e  w ere 
n u m e ro u s  w re a th s , a m o n g s t th e m  o n e  f ro m  th e  R e g i­
m e n t a n d  o n e  f ro m  th e  M o r ta r  C o m p a n y , b o th ,  o f  
co u rse , in  o u r  co lours.

W e o f  th e  8 th  B a tta lio n  sh a ll m iss  h im  v e ry  m u c h ;  
h e  w as h e ld  in  th e  h ig h es t e s te e m  b y  u s  all.

Y o u rs ,
E r ic  R id a l l .

M a jo r  A. W . C la rk , O .B .E .,
D e p o t ,  T h e  M id d le sex  R e g im e n t,

In g lis  B arrack s ,
M ill  H ill, N .W .7 .

135 E as tw o o d  R o ad , 
R ay le ig h ,

E ssex .
Major A. W. Clark, O.B.E., May 4, 1950

Regimental Association of the Middlesex Regiment, 
Inglis Barracks,

Mill Hill, N.W.7.
D e a r  M a jo r  C lark ,

Y o u r  le t te r  o f  th e  2 4 th  u ltim o  a d d re s se d  to  M rs . 
M o rg a n  w as d u ly  rece iv ed , a n d  I  am  ask ed  to  say  h ow  
m u c h  th e  fam ily  a p p re c ia te  n o t o n ly  y o u r  le t te r  b u t  also 
th e  re p re se n ta tio n  b y  th e  R e g im e n t a t th e  fu n e ra l  o f 
m y  fa th e r- in -la w , M r. M o rg a n .

Y o u  n o  d o u b t k n ew  M r. M o rg a n  w ell e n o u g h  as a 
so ld ie r  n o t  to  b e  su p rise d  w h e n  I  te ll  y o u  th a t  “  T h e  
D ie h a rd s  ”  w as ev e r a c o n s ta n t  so u rce  o f  co n v ersa tio n  
w ith  h im ;  in  fac t, a p a rt  f ro m  his fam ily  a n d  h is  g a rd e n , 
I  th in k  i t  w as th e  o n e  g re a t  in te re s t  in  h is  life.

I  a ssu re  y o u  o u r  lit tle  c o m m u n ity  w ill sad ly  m iss  h im , 
b u t  w e w h o  w e re  so  n e a r  to  h im  at lea s t a re  th an k fu l 
th a t  w h e n  th e  e n d  d id  c o m e , i t  w as as h e  a lw ays w ished . 

W ith  reg a rd s ,
Y o u rs  s 'incerely,

G .R .O .W . L a w rence

M INUTES o f  a  M EETING o f  t h e  COM M ITTEE o f  th e  
M IDDLESEX REGIMENTAL ASSOCIATION h e ld  a t  th e  
MIDDLESEX GUILDHALL, W ESTM INSTER, S.W .i, ON 

THURSDAY, MARCH 9, *9 50 ,  a t  2 . 1 5  P M.
P re s e n t:—Lt.-Col. W. L. Roberts, C.B.E., M.C. (Chairman), 

Col. N. Browne, M.C., D.L. (Colonel of the Regiment), Bng. 
N P. Procter, C.B.E., M.C., Col. G. Beach, C.B., O.B.E., T.D.,

D.L., J.P., Lt.-Col. T. S. Wollocombe, M.C., Lt.-Col. J. D. 
Robbins, O.B.E., Major H. K. Hardcastle, T.D., Major R. C. H. 
Bellers, Mr. A. Todman, Sgt. E. Fletcher, Major A. W. Clark,
0.B.E. (Secretary).
In  attendance : Mr. A .-J. Burton, D.C.M., Romford “ Die- 

Hards ” Club.
Apologies for non-attendance were received from : Brig. E. E. F. 

Baker, C.B.E., D.S.O., M.C., T.D., D.L., J.P., A.D.C., Lt.-Col. 
A. E. Green, D.S.O., O.B.E., Lt.-Col. G. L. Fox, T.D.

The Secretary was instructed by the Committee to write a letter 
of sympathy to Lt.-Col. Fox on his recent illness and trust that 
he will soon recover.

1. Chairm an . Lt.-Col. Roberts resigned from the Chairmanship 
in accordance with Rule Via.

I t was proposed by Col. Browne, seconded by Brig. Proctor and 
approved by the Committee, that Col. Roberts be re-elected as 
Chairman for a further period o£ one year.

Col. Roberts thanked the meeting for the honour bestowed upon 
him and accepted the Chairmanship.

2. M inutes o f the last M eeting. The minutes of the last meeting, 
having been circulated, were signed by the Chairman as correct.

3. Secretary 's Report. The Secretary’s report, having been 
circulated with the agenda, was accepted by the Committee without 
comment.

4. F inance Com m ittee's Report—A doption o f Accounts fo r  1949- 
Owing to the unavoidable absence of Lt.-Col. Robbins, Col. Beach 
explained the various accounts to  the Committee, and it was pro­
posed by Brig. Procter, seconded by Major Hardcastle and approved 
by the Committee that the audited accounts for 1949 be adopted. 
Col. Browne proposed and Col. Roberts seconded that a vote of 
thanks be recorded to the Finance Committee for the excellent way 
in which the accounts had been maintained. Carried unanimously.

5. R eport o f M em orial Committee. Col. Beach informed the 
Committee of the progress with the Enfield District Council and 
the Ministry in relation to the housing subsidy, rents, etc., and 
Major Hardcastle outlined the present legal position.

The Chairman emphasised the importance of the situation, now 
in its final stages of negotiation, and invited questions from the 
Committee before asking them to vote whether they were of the 
opinion that instructions should be issued for the erection of the 
cottages, or otherwise.

After lengthy discussions it was proposed by Lt.-Col. Woliocomoe, 
seconded by Brig. Procter and approved by the Committee, that 
the erection of the cottages be approved, provided that the Finance 
Committee should meet at an early date in order to reconsider 
whether the Ministry’s condition that the total rents for 20 cottages 
should not exceed ¿260 per annum, was financially acceptable.

6. Jo u rn a l Committee's R eport. Col. Beach informed the Cota- 
mittee that the loss on the Journal was due to increased cost ot pro­
duction, decline in circulation and revenue from advertisements. 
Brig. Procter endorsed this report and said that if we are to main­
tain a respectable copy of the Journal, a loss was inevitable.

Col. Roberts proposed and Col. Browne secondedthat an 
a p p r e c i a t i o n  of t h e  work p u t  in t h e  Journal by Bng. P r o c te r  
recorded. Carried unanimously.

7. Remembrance D a y , 1950. The Committee agreed that Remem­
brance Day this year should be observed at the Garden of Remem­
brance, Westminster Abbey, prior to the official Remembrana

The arrangements for this service to be made by the O.L.. uepoi 
in conjunction with the Secretary. rwharrfs ”Final arrangements to be communicated to all uienarus 
through the Journal, Press and circulars.

8. Nam ing o f R o a d  fo r  M em orial Cottages. This subject will n 
finally decided at the next meeting. The most favoured su§8** 
received so far was that the estate should bear the name of Stew , 
as a tribute to the distinguished war service of Lt.-Loi. n . w- • 
Stewart, D.S.O., O.B.E., M.C.

9. Pakistan Cemeteries— Upkeep o f  G raves. The
instrucied the Secretary' to wnte to the High ^m m ission ^  
Pakistan to ascertain if further details in respect of the upKe p 
military graves can be obtained.

10. O ld  Contemptibles Association. The Chairman read a etter 
from the President of the Old C o n t e m p t i b l e s  Assoaation t . 
Browne asking if the Association would consider a 8 ^ , t0».bert 
Silver Jubilee celebrations which take place at the Koyai a 
Hall on Saturday, June 24, 1950. The Committee approved 
grant of £10 os. od. , f .

11. 3 ,10 th  B attalion  M em orial. Brig. Procter was 
Committee that this memorial in Chiswick P ^ s h  Ch The 
placed there at the expense ot members of that Battauon. 
Church is being renovated and the V i ^  would hke 
replaced by a more elaborate memorial^ Neither the i .  Iol" ’tiroated 
or 3 10th Battalions have funds available for this. ne would 
cost was £65 os. od. The Committee decided that no action
be taken. . Procter,

12. Regim ental H istory. It w-as proposed by Bng. 
seconded by Major Bellers and approved by the Comrmttee^ ^  
small Committee be formed to ascertain the best method
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piling a Regimental History.- The Committee to consist of the 
following :

Maior R. C. H. Bellers—O.C. Depot, Lt.-Col. M. Crawford, 
D S.O., Brig. N. P. Procter, C.B.E., M.C.,> Bng- G- L - Weston, 
n  S O O.B.E., Lt.-Col. A. E. Green, D.S.O., O.B.E.

The O.C. Depot to make preliminary arrangements.
13. O .C .A . Reunion—October, 1950. The Committee approved

o C A  Reunion Dinner should take place on th e  Saturday 
^ e r  t h e  a S ' ^ S  Meeting. Date to be published later.

s s S u i  s s f ^ i 0«

t h e  r e g i m e n t a l  a s s o c i a t i o n ^  t h h  m i w l e s e x r e g l n i e n t  
R E G I M E N T A L  A S S O C IA T IO N  C H A R IT A B L E  F U N D

BALANCE SHEET A T  DECEMBER 3 G *949
r  s.

£  s- d-
A s s o c ia t io n  F u n d

Balance at January’ I ,  1949 
A d d  E xcess o f  Incom e over 

Exp en d itu re  fo r year . .

£  s. d. 

24 .577  9  11 

523  15 I

C r e d it o r s
Roll of Honour 
Audit Fee
Printing and Stationery • •
Donation received in respect of 

1950 .......................................

10 10 o

I  16 6 51 4 6

£ 25.152  9

I n v e s t m e n t s  ( a )  at Mid-Market 
price on December 31, 1938 :— 

£1,411 3s. od. Australia 3 % 
Registered Stock, 1 9 5 5  58 

£511 u s .  2d. Australia 3* „ 
Registered Stock, 1951 5 4  . 

£1,049 is- od. 3% Conversion 
Stock . .  - ■ - • - -

£220 13s. id. 4% Funding Stock, 
i960 90 - - ._ - - ..848 Canadian Pacific Railway 
Perpetual 4% Consolidated 
Stock . .  - - - - - -

£99 9s. 5d. Sierra Leone 3* 
Inscribed Stock, 1958,63 

£916 1os. iod. British Transport 
3°0 Guaranteed Stock, 1978-88 
(at Book Value of Converted 
Stock) . .

(b) At Cost or Par Value:—
£98 14s. xod. Australia 34 0 

Stock, 1961/66 •
£i,752 2s. 4d. Australia 3i 

Registered Stock, 1965.69 - -
£1,082 2s. sd. 3 °o Funding Stock, 

1959/69
£3,600 os. od. 3i°o War Stock - - 
£96 9s. 3d- 4 °o Consolidated 

Stock w  - ",£1,347 18s. 2d. 3 0 National 
Defence Stock, 1954 58 • •

£2,800 os. od. 3 °0 Savings Bonds, 
196070 -• . •*

£4,329 I7S. 5 d- 3 o Savings 
Bonds, 1 9 6 5  7 5 . . • •

£716 15s. od. 2 i°0 National ^  ar 
Bonds, 1951/52 • -

£1,731 7S. iod. Agricultural
Mortgage Corporation Ltd., 
5 0 Debenture Stock, 1 9 5 9  89 

£821 os. od. British Transport 
3 , Guaranteed Stock, 1967 72 

£970 os. od. 3 °o Defence Bonds 
£400 os. od. 2 i ° 0 Defence Bonds 

(Conversion Issue) . .
51 National Savings Certificates 
(Mid-Market price at December 

31, 1949, £ 2 4 ,1 3 4  is- 4 d.)

C a s h  a t  B a n k  ....................................
S t o c k  o f  B a d g e s  
F u r n it u r e  a n d  F it t i n g s  

A d d  Additions

1 , 1 7 8  6  7 

4 43  1 1  0 

1 ,0 3 5  18  9 

2 3 7  3 I I

648 14  5 

99  19 4

Less Written off -

7 18  I I 6

98 1 4  10

1,7 76 I 4

1,0 8 2 2 5
3 ,7 2 3 IO 6

10 0 O 0

1,39 8 17 3

2,800 O 0

. .  4 ,4 1 1 15 5

726 19 4

2 ,278 15 IO

8 2 1 O O
970 O O

400 O 0
38 5 0

37 2 3
15 17 10

53 0 I
52 0 I

4 ,36 2  5 6

20,626 I i t

24,988 7  5 
Ï S 5 5  5 7 16  8

£ 2 5 , 1 5 2  9  6

We have prepamd ehe a*>ve
ilied. We have venhed the existence 01 _____  ___supplied. We have verified the existence 

F ebruary  16, 1 9 5°-

G Dikey & Co., C hartered Accountants, 
9a Sackville Street, Piccadilly, W .i.
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T H E  R E G I M E N T A L  A S S O C I A T I O N  O F  T H E  M ID D L E S E X  R E G I M E N T  
R E G I M E N T A L  A S S O C I A T I O N  C H A R IT A B L E  F U N D

INCOME AND EXPENDITURE ACCOUNT FOR THE YEAR ENDED DECEMBER 3 i ,  1949

EXPENDITURE

To Grants and Allowances:
Regular Forces Employment 

Association 
Sundry Charities 
Cottage Homes 
Individual Cases

„  Donations to “  Die-Hard ” Clubs
„  Wreaths
„ Inscribing Roll of Honour
„ O.C.A. Re-unions

L ess Contributed thereto

„  Administration Expenses:— 
Postage
Printing and Stationery 
Salaries and Expenses 
Travelling and Office Expenses 
Bank Charges 
Insurances 
Audit Fee

„  Furniture and Fittings:—
Amount written off

„  Excess of Income over Expenditure 
for the year

£  s. d.

too o o 
41 X5 O 

200 o o 
1,602 6 10

62 16
277 12

s. d.

1,9 4 4  I 10

19 17 
3 10

INCOME

By Grants and Donations:—
Army Benevolent Fund 
51st Highland Division Trust 

Fund
M.C.C. Sunday Entertainment 

Fund
P.R.I. 1st Battalion, Middlesex 

Regiment 
P.R.I. 5th Battalion, Middlesex 

Regiment 
Sundry . .

„  Interest on Investments—Gross. .

„  Sale of O.C.A. Badges 
Less Purchases thereof

Refund of Bank Charges

£3,052 6 7

T H E  R E G I M E N T A L  A S S O C I A T I O N  O F  T H E  M ID D L E S E X  R E G I M E N T  
R E N N Y  C H A R IT A B L E  F U N D

INCOME AND EXPENDITURE ACCOUNT FOR THE YEAR ENDED DECEMBER 31, 1949
EXPENDITURE

£
To Grants and Allowances . .
,, Administration Expenses:—

Salaries and Expenses . . 60
Postage . . . . . .  1
Audit Fee . .  . . . .  7

Excess of Income over Expenditure

£  s. d. 
6x7 5 3

68 14 I 
31 4 10

£ 7 1 7  4

By Interest on Investments—Gross 
„  Refund of Bank Charges

£  s .Id .
714 15 2

2 9 0

A c c u m u la t e d  F u n d :
Balance at January 1, 1949 • • 22,129
A d d  Excess of Income over Expen­

diture for year . .  3X

BALANCE SHEET AT DECEMBER 31, 1949
£  s. d. £  s. d.

C r e d i t o r  
Audit Fee

22,160 13 10 

7 7 0

£22,168 o 10

In v e stm e n ts , at Cost or Par Value: 
£ s ,9 9 i ios. 8d. 3 Ì0 ;, War Stock . . 
£3,000 os. od. sL ’o Conversion 

Stock
£800 os. od. 3% Savings Bonds, 

1965 75  • •
£2,000 os. od. 3ì°o London County 

Consolidated Stock, 1968 73 
£1,744 14s. id. 3 °0 London County 

Consolidated Stock, 1952 62 
£3,500 os. od. Agricultural M ort­

gage Corporation Limited 5% 
Debenture Stock, 1959 89 

£2,500 os. od. 2 ì ' „ Defence Bonds 
£500 os. od. 3 °o National Defence 

Loan, 1954 58 
(Mid-Market price at December 31, 

1 9 4 9 , £19,700 12s. od.)
C ash  a t  B a n k  ................................

£ s. d.

6,201 4 9

3,112 IO 0

861 12 0

2,397 14 0

1,901 l8 7

4,600 5 4
2,500 0 O

530 4 O
22,105 8 s 

62 12 2 

£22,168 o 10

We have prepared the above Balance Sheet and Income and Expenditure Account from the Books, Vouchers and information supplied 
We have verified the existence of the Assets and we certify that to the best of our knowledge such accounts are correct.

F eb ru a ry  16 ,  1950 . G. D ix e y  & Co., Chartered Accountants, 
9a Sackville Street, Piccadilly, W .i.

^ J h e  ^ ò i e - ^ J J a r d ó 1 7 9

T H E  R E G I M E N T A L  A S S O C IA T IO N  O F  T H E  M ID D L E S E X  R E G I M E N T  
W A R  M E M O R IA L  F U N D

RECEIPTS STATEM ENT FOR YEAR TO DECEMBER 31, 1 9 4 9
R e c e ip t s  :

Donations (including income from seven year Covenants) 
Interest on Investments—Gross 
Interest on Post Office Savings Bank Deposit—Gross 
Interest on Bank Deposit— G ross

Less P a y m e n ts  ;
Publicity and Advertising Expenses 
Administration Expenses:

Postage 
Bank Charges 
Secretary’s Expenses 
Audit Fee, 1949 
Legal Charges

£ d. d.

10 0
89 12 6

3 10 8

£  s. d.
3,925 8 I

4 ,5 3 1  I 3

Balance carried to Balance Sheet . £4,448 17  7

N o te .— S e v e n -Y e a r  C o v e n a n ts  : 
June 16, 1947 
August 30, 1948 . .

£71 8 7 gross. 
2 14  5 8 »

October 4, 1948 
October 24, 1948 .

£9 I 9  gross. 
9  I 9  »

T H E  R E G I M E N T A L  A S S O C IA T IO N  O F  T H E  M I D D L E S E X  R E G I M E N T  
W A R  M E M O R IA L  F U N D

BALANCE SHEET AT DECEMBER 31, 1949

A ccum ula ted  F u n d :
Balance at January 1, 1949 
A d d  Balance as per Receipts State­

ment

A d d  Refund of Income Tax for 
previous year

C r e d i t o r  
Audit Fee , 1949

£31,160 I  6

£ s. d. £  s. d. £ s. d.
In v e stm e n ts  at Cost:

26,517 19 5 £19,000 2I \  National War Bonds,
1 9 4 9  5 i ....................................... 19,405 6 0

4,448 17 7 £1,500 2I Defence Bonds 1,500 0 0
1,000 National Savings Certificates

30,966 17 O (1 os. Issue) 500 0 0
(Mid-Market Value at December 31,

184 16 6 1 9 4 9 , £21,261 5s. od.)
31,151 13 6 C a sh  a t  B a n k :

Post Office Savings Bank Deposit 3,675 5 10
Lloyds Bank Ltd., Deposit Account 3,003 10 8

8 8 0 Lloyds Bank Ltd., Current Account 402 14 9

E sta t e  A cc o u n t :
Eastern Electricity Board 154 16 0
Metropolitan Water Board 38 10 0
Roads and Sewerage 1,990 12 0
Architect’s Fees on Account 450 0 0
Legal Charges 39 6 3

d. £  s. d

£ 3 1 , 1 6 0  I  6

The above Balance Sheet has been prepared from the Books, Vouchers and information supplied. We have verified the existence of the 
assets of the Fund and certify that to the best of our knowledge such account is correct.

F e b r u a r y  16 , 1950 .
G. D i x e y  & Co., Chartered Accountants, 

9a Sackville Street, Piccadilly, W .i.
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T H E  R E G IM E N T A L  A S S O C IA T IO N  O F  T H E  M ID D L E S E X  R E G IM E N T  
C O T T A G E  H O M E S  A C C O U N T

I N C O M E  A N D  E X P E N D I T U R E  A C C O U N T  F O R  T H E  Y E A R  E N D E D  D E C E M B E R  31, 1949

EX PENDITURE

To Land Agent, Eastern Command, for Rent 
„  Repairs and Renovations 
„  Water Rate 
„  Insurance 
„  Audit Fee

£  s. d.

£87 11 4

INCOME

By Grant from Eastern Command in aid of Rent 
„  Interest on Investments—Gross 
„  Excess of Expenditure over Income ..

5 7  14 
7  17

£ 8 7  11

B A L A N C E  S H E E T  A T  D E C E M B E R  3 1 , 1949

In c o m e  a n d  E x p e n d i t u r e  A c c o u n t :  
Balance at January i ,  1 9 4 9  
Less Excess of Expenditure over 

Income for the Year

P r o v i s i o n  f o r  F u t u r e  R e p a ir s  a n d  
M a i n t e n a n c e  :

Grant from Regimental Association 
Charitable Fund 

C r e d i t o r  :
Audit Fee . .

£  s. 

3,600 I 

7  17
3,592 4 6

I n v e s t m e n t s  :
(a) At Mid-Market Value at Decem­

ber 31, 1948:
£250 3 i°o  Conversion Loan . . 
£460 10s. 6d. 3 i%  War Stock 

(¿0 At Cost or Par Value:
£108 1 os. 8d. 2i°o National War 

Bonds
£98 14s. iod. 3 i ° „  Australian 

Registered Stock, 1961/66 . .
£250 os. od. 3% Savings Bonds, 

1960/70
£ 1 0 0  os. od. 3% Savings Bonds, 

1 9 6 5 /7 5  , • • ••£588 12s. od. Commonwealth 
of Australia 2$°0 Registered 
Stock, 1967/71 

(Mid-Market price at December 31, - 
1 9 4 9 » £ i >744  I 7 S. od.)

N e w  C o t t a g e  H o m e s  at Cost
D e b t o r —Eastern Command
C a s h  a t  B a n k ......................................................

226 17 
451 6

108 10 8 

98 14 10 

250 o o 

108 9 9

629 18 o
1,873 17 o 

1,653 o 7
11 o o 

255  7 n

£ 3 .7 9 3  5 6 £ 3 .7 9 3  5 6

We have prepared the above Balance Sheet and Income and Expenditure Account from the Books, Vouchers and information supplied' 
We have verified the existence of the Assets and we certify that to the best of our knowledge such accounts axe correct.

Febru ary  1 6 ,  19 5 0 .

G. D i x e y  & Co., C hartered  Accountants, 
9a Sackville Street, Piccadilly, W .i.

T H E  R E G IM E N T A L  A S S O C IA T IO N  O F T H E  M ID D L E S E X  R E G IM E N T  
T H E  “ D I E -H A R D S ”  JO U R N A L

I N C O M E  A N D  E X P E N D I T U R E  A C C O U N T  F O R  T H E  Y E A R  E N D E D  D E C E M B E R  3 1 , 1949

EXPENDITURE

To Cost of Printing and Distribution . .
„  Salaries and Expenses 
„  Audit Fee

£  ! 
358

d.

£422 5 7

INCOM E

By Advertisements • ■
„  Interest on Post Office Savings Bank Deposit—Gross 
„  Subscriptions
„  Refund of Bank C h a r g e s .......................................
,, Excess of Expenditure over Income

I  s. d. 
i 3r 9  75 O 8  
196 6 8 

I 4  6

A c c u m u l a t e d  I n c o m e  A c c o u n t :
Balance at January I, 1 9 4 9  
Less Excess of Expenditure over Income 

for the year

S u b s c r i p t i o n s  P a i d  i n  A d v a n c e

C r e d i t o r  
Audit Fee

B A L A N C E  S H E E T  A T  D E C E M B E R  31,
£  s. d. £  s. d.

1949

249 6 10 
7 4  I I  3

M u s e u m  at Cost 
D e b t o r s  :

U nits for Bulk Issues 
Advertisements

S t o c k  o f  J o u r n a l s

C a s h  a t  B a n k :
Post Office Savings Deposit 
Lloyds Bank Ltd., Current Account

60 0 
5 «

237  i °  1

£328

N ote.—T he above Income and Expenditure Account includes the cost of only three issues of the Journal.

£328 *  ±

The subscriptions received
iNOlt.—  in c  aoovc luluiiic auu r - A p v u v u  ---- ----------- . - . ,

,0T “  Books, Vouchers and information suppbed.
We have^r^fied ?he existeime of the Asset, S  S n i f v  that to the b is. of our knowledge such accounts are correct.

F eb ru a ry  16, 1950.
G D i x e y  & Co., C hartered  Accountants, 

9a Sackville Street, Piccadilly, W .i.
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M INUTES o f  a  M EETING o f  t h e  MIDDLESEX REGIM ENT 
OFFICERS’ CLUB h e l d  a t  t h e  M IDDLESEX GUILDHALL, 
W ESTM INSTER, S.W.i, ON THURSDAY, MARCH 9, 1950, 

AT 4 .3 0  P.M .

P re sen t:—Lt.-Col. W. L. Roberts, O.B.E., M.C. (Chairman),
Col. M. Browne, M.C., D.L. (Colonel of the Regiment), Brig.
N. P. Procter, C.B.E., M.C., Col. G. Beach, C.B., O.B.E., T.D.,
D.L., J.P., Lt.-Col. T. S. Wollocombe, M.C., Lt.-Col. J. D.
Robbins, O.B.E., Major H. K. Hardcastle, T.D., Major R. C. H.
Bellers, Major A. W. Clark, O.B.E. (Secretary).
Apologies for non-attendance were received from : Brig. E. E. F. 

Baker, C.B.E., D.S.O., M.C., T.D., D.L., J.P., A.D.C., Lt.-Col. 
G. L. Fox, T .D ., Lt.-Col. A. E. Green, D.S.O., O.B.E.

1. M inutes. The minutes of the last meeting, having been cir­
cularised, were signed by the Chairman as correct.

2. Secretary 's Report. The Secretary’s report, having been cir­
culated with the agenda, was accepted by the Committee without 
comment.

3 . A doption o f  Accounts fo r  1 9 4 9 - Lt.-Col. Robbins explained 
the audited accounts for 1 9 4 9 , which were adopted.

4. Election o f N ew  M embers. The Committee approved that the 
officers enumerated below bfc elected as members of the Club :

Major C. W. Donaldson, 2/Lt. S. Fothergill, Lt. J. D. Gunnell, 
Lt. R. B. Garbett, 2/Lt. D. N. Harrop, 2 Lt. C. L. Lawrence, 
Capt. J. B. Matthews, 2/Lt. C. L. Sharpe, 2/Lt. P. A. Stocken, 
2/Lt. P. A. S. Wollocombe, Capt. H. C. Williams.

5. Resignation o f Members. The Committee acknowledged with 
regret the resignation of Lt. R. R. Arscott and Lt. H. M. Heath.

6. 6th B attalion  Funds. The Chairman reported to the Committee 
that no final action had been taken by the Charity Commissioner 
since the last meeting, and the subject would be brought forward 
at the next meeting.

7. Election o f Sub-Com m ittees fo r  1950. The Committee approved 
of the following Committees for 1950 :

D inner :—Lt.-Col. Roberts, Major Bellers, Secretary.
G o l f :—Major Bellers, Major Anderson, Secretary.
Cricket .— Major Man, O.C. Depot, Secretary.
A t  Home :—Chairman, O.C. Depot, Secretary.
8. O fficers' C lub D inner, 1950. The Committee approved that 

the Officers’ Club Dinner be held at the Junior Umted Service 
Club on Friday, June 23, 1 9 5 0 .

Dress : Dinner Jackets or Blue Uniform.
Tickets to cost £1 is. od. Non-members, £1 ics. od.
The Secretary was instructed to circulate members with lull 

particulars.
9. A t  Hom e, 1950. I t was proposed by Brig. Procter, seconded 

by Col. Beach and approved by the Committee, that the At Home 
be held on Saturday, June 24, 1950, at the Junior Umted Service 
Club at a cost of is. 6d. per person.

10. Allocation o f Funds f o r  1950. The Committee approved of 
the allocation of funds for 1950 as follows :

£  s. d.
150 o o
45 o o

Cricket 
Golf 
Dinner 
At Home

- £ 3 0 5  os. od.
11. C ocktail P a rty . The Committee approved that a Cocktail 

Party be held in the Officers’ Mess, Depot, Middlesex Regiment, 
on the evening of the Au’umn Golf Meeting to  be arranged by 
O.C. Depot. Further details will be communicated to members 
at a later date.

There being no further business the meeting closed at 5.15 p.m.
The next meeting will take place at the Middlesex Guildhall on 

Thursday, June 8, 1950.

T H E  R E G IM E N T A L  A S S O C IA T IO N  O F T H E  M ID D L E S E X  R E G IM E N T  
O F F IC E R S ’ C L U B  C H A R IT A B L E  FU ND

IN C O M E  A N D  E X P E N D I T U R E  A C C O U N T  F O R  T H E  Y E A R  E N D E D  D E C E M B E R  31, 1949

EXPENDITURE

To Grants 
„  Audit Fee
„ Legal Charges • •
„ Excess of Income over Expenditure

£  s- à.
44 12  o

37 2  3

£86 16 6

INCOME

By Grant from Army Benevolent Fund 
„  Dividends from Investments—Gross 
„  Subscriptions and Donations

£  s. d.

£86  16

B A L A N C E  S H E E T  A T  D E C E M B E R  31, 1949

A c c u m u l a t e d  F u n d :
Balance at January i, 1 9 4 9  • •
A d d  Excess of Income over Expendi­

ture for year

£
1,2 54

s. d. 

4  H

A d d  Refund of Income Tax for pre­
vious year ..

C r e d i t o r  
Audit Fee

I n v e s t m e n t s  a t  C o s t :
£450 Australian 3 Stock, 1955 58 .. 
£200 Australian 4% Stock, 1955 70 . . 
£475 16s. 4d. 3'' Funding Stock,

195969 -(Mid-Market pnee at December 31, 
1 9 4 9 , £1,127 6s. 2d.)

C a s h  a t  B a n k .....................................................

480 11 6
1 , 1 4 1  3 6

£1,300 9 2

.Knv. Balance Sheet and Income and Expenditure Account from the Books, Vouchers and information supplied, 
have ̂ p rifie ith e  existence of the A s "  t f S d  w ?  « rtify  that to S  best of our knowledge such accounts are c o n « .We have verified the existence 

February  16, 1 9 5 0 .

G. D i x e y  & Co., Chartered Accountants, 
9a Sackville Street, Piccadilly, W .i.
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T H E  R E G IM E N T A L  A S S O C IA T IO N  O F T H E  M ID D L E S E X  R E G IM E N T  
O F F IC E R S ’ C L U B  A C C O U N T

I N C O M E  A N D  E X P E N D I T U R E  A C C O U N T  F O R  T H E  Y E A R  E N D E D  D E C E M B E R  31, 1949

EXPENDITURE 
To Donations: £

O.C. Depot for P.M.C, 20
Rangoon Cathedral Fund . . . .  5

d. £

,, Expenses of Cricket Week -- 1 9 3 19 I
Less Received 38 18 0

155 I I
Less Stock of Cricket Balls iin hand 9 2 6

„  Golf Meeting 
„  Dinner 1 198 17 11

Less Received -- X32 3 0

“At Home ”
M.C.C. Season Tickets 
Wreaths
Administration Expenses:

Salaries and Expenses
Postage, Printing and Stationery ..
Audit Fee
Sundries

, Excess of Income over Expenditure 
for the year \  .

145 18 
3 5  16

66 14 i t
36 7  6

INCOME
By Donations, Subscriptions and Entrance £  s. 

Fees:
General

„  Interest on Investments—Net 
„  Refund of Bank Charges
„ Contribution to Winter Cocktail Party 56 10 

Less Expended thereon . .  . . 56 9

d- £

£ 4 9 5  4  6

B A L A N C E  S H E E T  A T  D E C E M B E R  31, 1949

A c c u m u l a t e d  F u n d :
Balance at January 1 9 4 9  
A d d  Excess of Income over Expendi­

ture for the year

£  s. 

3,726 14

Less Grant to P.M.C. is t  Battalion in 
respect of Profit made on 1948 
Winter Cocktail Party

C r e d i t o r  
Audit Fee

S u b s c r ip t i o n s  P a i d  i n  A d v a n c e

F u n d s  H e l d  i n  T r u s t  f o r  3RD 
B a t t a l i o n .....................................

3 .7 8 7  i 

6 6 

7  1 7

500 o

£4,301 4 10

48

400

3 5 0

300

796

I n v e s t m e n t s  at Cost:
£48 4s. id. Australian 3% Stock,

1955'58
£400 os. od. 2l ° o  National War

Bonds, 1 9 4 9 -5 1  ■
£350 os. od. 2 i° 0 National War

Bonds, 1951 5 3  • • , _ •  •
£300 os. od. 2 l ° 0 National War

Bonds, I9 5 2 /S4  , ■ •, - -
£796 7s. id. 2J ’o National War

Bonds, 1 9 5 4  5 6  • • • • -
£1,000 3 °0 Defence Bonds, 3rd Issue 1,000 
£400 os. od. 3% Savings Bonds,

19 6 5  75£200 os. od. 24  °o Savings Bonds 
(Mid-market price at December 31,

1 9 4 9 . £3.488 13s. 4 d.)
I n v e s t m e n t  H e l d  i n  T r u s t  f o r  3RD 

B a t t a l i o n  :
500 24  . National War Bonds, 

1952/54 at Par Value

S t o c k  o f  C r i c k e t  B a l l s

C a s h  a t  B a n k

L e g a l  E x p e n s e s  R e c o v e r a b l e

3,496 10 2

283 o 2 

12 12 0 

£4,301 4 10

We have prepared the above Balance Sheet and Income 2. . / . l. a__..... rno'
am *. and Expenditure Account from the Books, Vouchers and information su.

We have "verified" the existence of the Assets and we certify that to the best of our knowledge such accounts sue correct.
G. D ixey & C o., C hartered  Accountants,

9a Sackvilie Street, Piccadilly, W .i.

ipplied.

Febru ary  16, 1 9 5 °.

C H R IS T M A S  C A R D S
T h e  D e p o t th is  y ea r w ill be  ab le  to  s u p p ly  a n u m b e r  

o f  in ex p en siv e  R eg im e n ta l C h r is tm a s  C a rd s . T h e s e  
co n s is t o f  a S I N G L E  c a rd  w ith  th e  R eg im e n ta l b a d g e  
in  g o ld , a n d  a n  a p p ro p r ia te  g ree tin g  u n d e rn e a th . C o st, 
3s. a  d o z e n , o r ,  i f  b y  p o s t,  3s. 3d .

S h o u ld  any  b ra n c h  o f  th e  O ld  C o m rad e s ’ A sso c ia tio n  
re q u ire  an y , S ecre ta ries  a re  ask ed  to  se n d  b u lk  o rders to  
th e  P .R .I . ,  T h e  D e p o t,  T h e  M id d le sex  R e g im e n t .

T h e r e  w ill also b e  a  few  m o re  ex p en siv e  c a rd s  o f  the 
n o rm a l fo ld in g  ty p e , w ith  c re s t a n d  R eg im en ta l ribbon. 
C o s t, 3s. 6 d . a h a lf-d o ze n , p lu s  p o stag e .

DL 2<

H O M E C O U N T IE S G R O U P G O LF  M E E T IN G
I t  w as in  n o  v e ry  o p tim is tic  m o o d  th a t  a fte r  a g hastly  

early  rise  a n d  b reak fast I  set fo r th  fo r  R ic h m o n d  an d  
th e  G ro u p  m ee tin g . T h e  fo recast o f  S ec re ta ry  B ellers 
h ad  b e e n  g loom y, a n d  rep e titio n  o f  las t year’s sad  an d  
w eary  t r ip  to  L ittle s to n e  seem ed  p ro b ab le .

As i t  tu rn e d  o u t ,  a lth o u g h  th e  w eariness w as p re se n t 
as fa r  as m y  o ld  bo n es w ere  co n cern ed , th e re  was a 
sen se  o f  so m e th in g  accom plished , a n d  i t  w as p a rticu la rly  
sa tisfac to ry  th a t  a ll six  m em b ers  o f  th e  tea m  ac tua lly  
c o n tr ib u te d  to  th e  R e g im e n t’s w in .

I n  th is  co m p e titio n  th e  place o f  th e  th re e  co m p e tito rs  
o f  each  R e g im e n t d o in g  th e  b e s t scores a n d  th e  places 
o f  th e  b e s t tw o  fo u rso m e  pa irs  a re  a d d e d  to g e th e r, a n d  
the  R e g im e n t w ith  th e  low est to ta l w ins.

W e , h av in g  com e fro m  th e  d e p th s  o f  th e  country ', 
s ta r te d  la s t b u t  g o t in  to  lu n ch  in  tim e  to  g a th e r th a t  
T h e  M id d le sex  an d  E a s t S u rrey  R eg im en ts  w ere ru n ­
n in g  v e ry  c lose, w ith  th e  fo rm e r s ligh tly  in  f ro n t. A ll 
th e re fo re  d e p e n d ed  o n  th e  foursom es.

A  h u r r ie d  conference  w as h e ld  a n d  i t  w as d e c id ed  
th a r as w e  w ere  th e  low est h an d icap  a n d  h i tt in g  th e  
b a ll  fa irly  w ell, a n d  o u r  y o u n g est a n d  lo n g est h an d icap  
p lay e r, W o llo co m b e M in o r , h a d  a lso  p ro d u c e d  a 
w o rth y  sco re , i t  w as w o rth  a gam ble  to  p a ir  th ese  tw o  
a n d  h o p e  th a t  i f  th is  co m b in a tio n  d id  n o t  w o rk  o u t  th a t  
th e  o th e r  w o u ld  p ro v e  s tead y  pairs .

T h is  p ro v e d  a v ery  goo d  a rra n g e m e n t as i t  tu rn e d  
o u t, as th e  s te a d y  p a irs  p ro v ed  stead y  a n d  e n d e d  f irs t 
an d  second .

A s a lw ays n o w ad ay s, th e  m ee tin g  d isso lved  v e ry  
q u ick lv  a n d  i t  w as n o t  p ossib le  to  g e t de ta ils  o f  th e  
ad v en tu res  o f  all th e  team . I ,  I  m ea n  w e, h ave  p len ty  o f  
reaso n s w h y  o u r  73 w as n o t  i n  th e  60s, a n d  a  v iv id  
reco llec tio n  o f  v a rio u s  joyous a d v e n tu re s  d u r in g  th e  
a fte rn o o n , b u t  d o u b tle ss  ev ery o n e  h a d  sim ila r ex p e ri­
ences, a n d  th e  th in g  w h ic h  rea lly  m a tte rs  is  th a t  w e as 
a tea m  b ro u g h t h o m e  th e  C u p s.

T h e  scores a n d  p lac ings o f  o u r  tea m  w ere 
S ing les : P ro c to r , 73 , 2 n d  ; W o llo co m b e, 7 4 , 3r d  5 

L a th a m , 7 6 , 51b- 10 p o in ts .
F o u rso m e s  : K e m p s te r  a n d  L a th a m , 3 d o w n , 1st ; 

B ellers a n d  B y ew aters , 4  d o w n , 2 n d . 3 p o m ts .
T e a m  resu lts  : M id d lesex  R e g im en t, 13, 1st ¡ E ast 

S u rre y s , 19, 2 n d  ; R oyal F u s ilie rs , 36 , 3 rd . T h e  R oyal 
W est K e n ts  a n d  T h e  B uffs also p layed .

G O LF
R eg im e n ta l S p r in g  M eeting

W e  f in d  i t  v ery  h a rd  to  s ta r t  th is  sp asm  as “  M u c h  
B in d in g - in -th e -M a rsh  ”  is  o n  th e  a ir  an d  G eo rg e  .it 
m ay , o f  c o u rse , t u r n  o u t to  b e  G eo rg in a) k eeps p a in ­
fully  re m in d in g  m e  th a t  I  have b e e n  aw ay fo r tw elve 
h o u rs  a n d  sh o u ld  th e re fo re  dev o te  m y se lf  en tire ly  to  
a m u sin g  h e r  (o r  as i t  m ay  tu rn  o u t ,  h im ).

“ M u c h  B in d in g ”  is  easily  d e a lt  w ith  b y  tu rn in g  a 
k n o b , b u t  G eo rg e  (o r  G eo rg in a ) is  a  k itte n  o f g rea t
d e te rm in a tio n .___________________________________

G eo rg in a , hav in g  re a d  th ese  w o rd s , h as  g o t hu ffy

an d  gone off. , ,  _  . „
M y  desk  a n d  th e  a ir b e in g  c lea red  I  m u s t s ta r t  by  

saying  th a t  I  th o u g h t th a t  th is  S p r in g  M eetin g  got as
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n e a r  as C rip p s , B r itish  R ailw ays a n d  B ritish  In co m e  
T a x  w ill a llow  to  th e  a tm o sp h e re  o f  so m e th in g  o v e r a 

ago. T h e  w e a th e r  liv ed  u p  to  its  tra d itio n  fo r 
o u r  m ee tin g s  a n d  w as k in d , th e  co u rse  w as in  excellen t 
o rd e r  a n d  som e m em b e rs , a b sen t fo r  to o  lo n g , r e ­
a p p e a re d , a n d  h o w  so rry  w e  w e re  th a t  F ra n k ie  H o g g  
r a t te d  a t  th e  la s t m in u te  a n d  C h arle s  W h in n e y  c o u ld  
n o t  leave  R y b e r  D e n e , a n d  th a t  i t  w as a  q u e s tio n  of 
h o w  to  ca tc h  th e  6 .54  f ro m  W ate rlo o  in s te a d  o f  g e ttin g  
in to  a c a r  w h e n  rea d y  a n d  d riv in g  q u ie tly  h o m e, I  b e  
p a s t h av in g  g o n e  b e y o n d  reca ll, le t  u s  b e  th a n k fu l  fo r  
th is  n e a r  m iss  a n d  b e  g lad  th a t  th e  lo n g  c e n tre  tab le  
w as fu ll  a t lu n c h  a n d  te a , b o th  v e ry  a d e q u a te  m eals, 
o n  w h ic h  w e c o n g ra tu la te  th e  s ta ff  o f  H e n d o n  G o lf

T h e  m o rn in g  ro u n d  d e c id e d  th e  sc ra tch  a n d  h a n d i­
cap  co m p e titio n s . C o n d itio n s  w ere ju s t  difficu lt e n o u g h  
to  re q u ire  c o n c en tra tio n  all th e  tim e , b u t  i t  is n o t  easy 
to  ach ieve  th is  w h e n  c o m p e tito rs  ra th e r  th a n  com ­
p e titio n s  a re  o f  c h ie f  in te re s t. H e n d o n  has  several 
n o d a l p o in ts  w h e re  h o les co n v erg e  a n d  i t  is  h a rd  to  
rem a in  aloof. S u c h  a  sp o t is th e  8 th  te e , w h e re  w e 
a rr iv ed  in  tim e  to  see th e  J u n io r  W o llo co m b e s ta n d in g  
a t  th e  flag w h ils t  a  sleek  a n d  g rey -h a ire d  p a r tn e r  
g o o d  g rac ious, it’s  J im m y  U n w in  !— see-saw s to  a n d  
f ro  across th e  1 0 th  green .

A lso  a t  th e  10 th  h o le  a n d  p rac tis in g  a  n ew , sh o rte r  
a n d  fas te r  s ty le , w as S teve, p a r tn e re d  b y  a n  im m acu la te  
f igu re  in  daffod il yellow — tre t chic.

A t th e  h e a d  o f  th e  p ro cessio n  w e s p o tte d  th e  s ta lw art 
f igu res o f  th e  e v e rg reen  p a ir  “  S am b o  ”  a n d  S o u th . 
T h is  b laz in g  o f  th e  tra il  w as n o t  a  m atter^  o f  large­
h e a rte d n ess  b u t ,  w e  re g re t, p a r t  o f  a  p lo t. “  Sam bo  
to o k  w ell o v er to o , b u t  w as rea lly  o n ly  e sco rtin g  re™ *3 
th e  fav o u rite , h is  jo b  b e in g  to  t ra m p le  w ell r o u n d  th e  
h o le  a fte r  S o u th  h a d  h o led  o u t. F o r tu n a te ly  th e  
fav o u rite  c rack ed  u p  a t  th e  e n d  o f  th e  r o u n d  a n d  th e
p lo t failed .__________________________________________ __

T h e  efforts  o f  th e  v ic to rio u s  tea m  in  th e  G ro u p  
M e e tin g  w ere  d is tin g u ish e d  on ly  b y  l ig h t-h e a r te d n e ss  
a n d  h ead s in  th e  c lo u d s.

T h e  re s u lt  o f  th e  m o rn in g  ro u n d  w as a  re so u n d in g  
t r iu m p h  fo r  S te p h en so n ’s p re se n t  s ty le , a n d  h e  w o n  
b o th  sc ra tch  a n d  h a n d ic a p  p rizes  w ith  80  less 9 , 7 j-  

F o r  lu n c h  th e  c ro w d  w as sw elled  b y  th e  a rr iv a l of 
th e  C o lo n e l o f  th e  R e g im e n t, a n d  a fte r  th e  m o rn in g  
w in n e r  a n d  o th e rs  h a d  b e e n  p e rsu a d e d  to  lu n c h , w e 
w e n t o u t  to  co m p e te  w ith  bo g ey  foursom es.

U n fo r tu n a te ly , o w ing  to  H o g g , A n d y  h a d  n o  p a rtn e r ,  
a n d  in s te a d  o f  p lay in g , h e  b ro o d e d  o v er th e  p layers 
a p p earin g  h e re  a n d  th e re  a n d  sp re a d in g  m o rse ls  of 
in fo rm atio n .

M ean w h ile  th e  ac tu a l gam es to o k  th e ir  u su a l course  
a n d  bo g ey  w o re  d o w n  one  a n d  all. T h e  c ro w d  (it  
sw elled  to  fo u r)  a tta c h ed  itse lf  to  th e  U n w in -G re e n  
c o m b in a tio n  a n d  w ere  ab le  to  g loat o v er th is  p a ir  s 
r ap id  d escen t f ro m  u p  o n  bogey  to  4  d o w n , all m  th e  
la s t 9 holes. T h e y  w ere  re leg a ted  to  seco n d  place 
b y  W o llo co m b e J u n io r  a n d  B yw aters w h o  s lid  a  little  
in  b o th  halves a n d  reach ed  th e  sam e re su lt  w ith o u t  any 
p a r t ic u la r  lan d slid e . W e  w ere th e re fo re  d e lig h ted  to  
see tw o  n ew  c o m p e tito rs  in  th e  m ee tin g  rem o v e  th e  
t ro p h ie s  a n d  only  re g re tte d  t h a t  W o llo co m b e  a n d
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W o llo c o m b e  J r .  h a d  n o t  b e e n  c o m b in e d , th e re b y  se ttin g  
u p  a n e w  p re c e d e n t o f  a  fa th e r  a n d  so n  w in . T h is  has  
g o n e  o n  to o  lo n g  a n d  w e m u s t  th e re fo re  e n d  like  th e  
m ee tin g .

A fte r  th e  seco n d  ro u n d  w e g a th e re d  ro u n d  th e  tea  
tab le  w h ils t  p rac tica lly  ev e ry o n e , w ith  w a tc h  in  h a n d , 
e s tim a te d  h o w  m a n y  m in u te s  th e y  c o u ld  s tay . W ith  
fu ll  m o u th s  w e  th e re fo re  a p p la u d e d  th e  d o lin g  o u t  o f  
p r iz e s , a n d , m o re  im p o r ta n t ,  th e  sw eep  m o n ey  w h ic h  
e n a b le d  S tev e  to  p ay  h is  d e b t  (w e h o p e) o f  2s. 6 d . to  
th e  ru n n e rs -u p .

T h e  se cre ta ry , M a jo r  B elle rs, a n n o u n c ed  th a t  h e  
w o u ld  sh o rtly  b e  leav ing  th e  D e p o t a n d  p ro p o se d  th a t  
L t .-C o l.  G re e n  b e  e le c ted  in  h is  p lace . M e m b e rs  m ad e  
n o ises  w h ic h  w e re  tak e n  to  m ea n  a sse n t a n d  c o n tin u e d  
to  ea t. A  v o te  o f  th a n k s  w as p assed  to  H e n d o n  G o lf  
C lu b  a n d  its  s ta ff  a n d  to  M a jo r  B ellers c o u p le d  w ith  
M a jo r  C la rk  fo r  all th e i r  w ork . B o b b in g  u p  ag a in  D ic k  
B ellers sa id  th a t  th e  S o c iety  s h o u ld  h av e  a c ap ta in . T h is  
w as u n o p p o s e d  a n d  h e  w as e m b o ld e n e d  th e re fo re  to  
p ro p o se  th e  S o c ie ty ’s h o n o ra ry  r e p o r te r  fo r  th e  task . 
T h is  a lso  b e in g  u n o p p o se d  h e  a d d e d  as a  fo o tn o te  th a t  
th e  ca p ta in  w o u ld  b e  ipso fa c to , ex-officio  a n d  sine die a 
m e m b e r  o f  th e  co m m ittee . N o  d o u b t  th e re  is a ca tc h  in  
th is .

B y  th is  t im e  th e  tab le  w as co v e red  w ith  tro p h ie s  a n d  
c ru m b s  a n d  sev era l r a p id  m o v es w ere  m ad e  to  th e  c a r  
p a rk . F i r s t  w ere  G u e s t  a n d  “  S am b o  ”  to  a lo n g , sleek 
p ro sp e ro u s  c a r  ( th e  la t te r  h a d  p resu m a b ly  so ld  th e  g o lf  
co u rse  h e  w as to u tin g  ro u n d  a t  lu n c h ) , b u t  th e ir  
d e p a r tu re  w as n o t  w h o lly  sm o o th  as S o u th  h a d  to  be  
ro u te d  o u t  o f  th e  b a r  w h e re  he  h a d  m e t a  frien d .

T h e  W o llo co m b es , M c lv o r  a n d  th e  ca p ta in  w ere  
th e n  p a c k ed  in to  a sleek  b u t  n o t  lo n g  tax i a n d  le f t  fo r  
G o ld e rs  G re e n  a n d  a  to u r  o f  th e  U n d e rg ro u n d  p o r tio n  
o f  B r i tish  R ailw ays.

T h e  W o llo co m b es h a d  th e i r  h e a d s  b u r ie d  in  th e  
e v en in g  p a p e rs  to  see  i f  R ic h a rd  w as sk i- in g  a g a in s t 
G lo u c e s te r  fo r  O x fo rd , b u t  w e all a g re e d  th a t  th e  t ra in  
w e  e n te re d  w as s c h ed u le d  to  go  d ire c t to  W ate r lo o , b u t  
i t  d e c id e d  to  go  to  th e  A n g e l, e tc . A s a re su lt  th e  p a rty  
to o k  v a ried  a c tio n  to  g a in  th e ir  o b jec tiv e  ; h a lf  g o ing  
v ia  K e n n in g to n  a n d  h a lf  v ia  E le p h a n t  a n d  C astle .

A s th e  d e p re s s io n  o v e r Ic e la n d  h a d  a lte re d  th e  
a rr iv a l a n d  d e p a r tu re  p la tfo rm s  o f  all t ra in s  a t  W a te rlo o  
w e h ave  n o  id e a  w h a t  h a p p e n e d  to  a n y o n e , b u t  a rr iv ed  
b rea th le ss  b u t  in  tim e  fo r  o u r  o w n  tra in  a n d  th e  s to rm - 
s c a rre d  a rea  o f  F le e t.

T h e  n e x t  m e e tin g  w ill b e  O c to b e r  2 7 , a n d  p lease  
e n te r  i t  now .

SCRATCH AND HANDICAP COM PETITION
Lt.-Col. J. W. A. Stephenson 
Lt.-Col. T . South 
Lt.-Col. E. J. Unwin 
Brigadier N. P. Procter 
Capt. R. E. Guest 
Major G. B. Anderson 
Capt. N. B. Mclvor 
Lt.-Col. A. E. Green 
Major G. W. Kempster 
z/L t. P. A. S. Wollocombe 
Lt.-Col. T. S. Wollocombe 
Lt.-Col. W. H. Samuel 
Major R. C. H. Bellers 
Major J. G. P. Hunt 
Capt. J. Bywaters

80— 9=71 Winner.
90— 18=72 Runner-up.
95— 18 =  77
85— 7 = 7 8  
92— 14 =  78
94—13=81

100— 18 =82 
99—16=83
95—12=83

101— 18 =83
104— 18 =  86
105— 15=90 
104— 14=90
No return 
No return

FOURSOMES v. BOGEY 
Winners : Capt. J. Bywaters and 2/Lt. P. A.

Wollocombe best last nine holes 
Runners-up : Lt.-Cols. A. E. Green and E. J. Unwin 
Lt.-Cols. T. South and T . S. Wollocombe 
Lt.-Cols. J. W. A. Stephenson and W. H. Samuel 
Brigadier N. P. Procter and Major G. W. Kempster 
Major R. C. H. Bellers and Capt. R. E. Guest 
Major J. G. P. Hunt and Capt. N. B. Mclvor ..

K I N G  E D W A R D  V I I ’s  H O S P I T A L  F O R  
O F F I C E R S

S is te r  A g n es, F o u n d e r .
W h e n  S is te r  A g n es fo u n d e d  th is  H o sp ita l in  1899 

sh e  u se d  h e r  o w n  h o m e  in  G ro sv e n o r  C re sce n t fo r  the 
p u rp o se . H e r  in te n tio n , w h ic h  w as fu lfilled , was to 
p ro v id e  a  H o sp ita l fo r  O fficers o n  th e  ac tive  lis t o f  the 
R o y a l N a v y  a n d  th e  A rm y , a  p riv ileg e  w h ich  was 
n a tu ra lly  e x te n d e d  to  th e  R oyal A ir  F o rc e  w h e n  i t  came 
in to  b e in g . I t  has  n o w  b e e n  fu r th e r  e x te n d e d  so that 
all officers o f  th e  F ig h tin g  S erv ices , ac tive  a n d  retired , 
p e rm a n e n t a n d  tem p o ra ry , a re  e lig ib le  fo r  adm ission .

T h e  H o sp ita l w as b o m b ed  in  1941, b u t  a  n e w  build ing  
w as fo u n d  a n d  b o u g h t, nam e ly , B ea u m o n t H ouse, 
B ea u m o n t S tre e t, W .i .  T h is  w as o p e n e d  in  O ctober, 
1948, a n d  is n o w  a  n u rs in g  h o m e  o f  th e  h ig h e s t  class.

T h e  H o sp ita l has b o th  s ing le  ro o m s a n d  w a rd  beds, 
a n d  in  th e  la t te r  se rv in g  officers a re  e n ti t le d  to  free 
n u rs in g  a n d  m ain ten a n c e . T h e s e  b e d s  a re  also available 
fo r  r e t ire d  officers a t  a  v e ry  m o d era te  fee.

T h e  charges gen e ra lly  a re  k e p t  co n s ta n tly  u nder 
rev iew , a n d  a re  fa r  b e lo w  th o se  in  s im ila r in s titu tio n s  of 
a  c o m p arab le  s ta tu s . I t  is h o p e d  th a t  as th e  n u m b er  of 
su b sc r ib e rs  in crease  i t  w ill b e  po ssib le  to  fu r th e r  reduce 
th e  fees.

T h e  H o sp ita l is m ain ly  fo r  th e  tre a tm e n t  o f  surgical 
a n d  m ed ica l cases. A  p a r t- tim e  M e d ic a l Officer is 
a tta c h e d  to  th e  H o sp ita l, a n d  p a tie n ts  can  o b ta in  pre­
lim in a ry  ad v ice  f ro m  h im  free  o f  charge .

T h e  H o sp ita l is  e q u ip p e d  w ith  a n  X -ra y  p lan t for 
th e  u se  o f  p a tie n ts  a t  a  v e ry  m o d e ra te  cost. Patients 
m ak e  th e i r  o w n  a rra n g e m e n ts  fo r  th e  p a y m e n t o f  their 
p h y s ic ian s  a n d  su rg eo n s.

T h e  H o sp ita l has not b e e n  tak e n  o v er b y  th e  M in istry  
o f  H e a lth , a n d  is  th e re fo re  e n tire ly  d e p e n d e n t o n  volun­
ta ry  s u p p o rt .

S u b sc rib e rs  a re  ask ed  to  p ay  £ 1  y ea rly  b y  B anker’s 
O rd e r ,  w h ic h  c a n  b e  o b ta in e d  f ro m  th e  H o n . Appeals 
S ec re ta ry , C o m m a n d e r  S ir  Ja m e so n  A d am s, K .C .V .O .,
C .B .E ., D .S .O .,  R .N .R .,  1 C h e sh a m  S tre e t, S .W .i, 
w h o  w ill a lso  b e  p lea se d  to  rece ive  d o n a tio n s .

R E G IM E N T A L  H IST O R Y , 1939-45 W AR
A t a m ee tin g  o f  th e  R eg im e n ta l A sso c ia tio n  o n  M arch 

9 , 1950, a  reso lu tio n  w as p a sse d  to  th e  effect th a t  it was 
h ig h ly  d es irab le  to  p ro d u c e  a  H is to ry  o f  th e  R egim ent 
d u r in g  th e  1939-45 W ar.

A  C o m m itte e  w as a p p o in te d  t o  in v estig a te  th e  position 
a n d  to  m ak e  rec o m m e n d a tio n s  to  th e  R egim ental 
A ssoc ia tion . I t  m e t  o n  A p ril  5 fo r  th e  f irs t tim e  and 
co n sis ts  o f  :

B rig. N . P . P ro c te r , C .B .E ., M .C .,  B .A ., C hairm an.
L t.-C o l.  M . C ra w fo rd , D .S .O .,  L t .-C o l.  A . E . G reen,

D .S .O .,  O .B .E ., a n d  L t .-C o l.  G . P . L . W eston,
D .S .O .,  O .B .E .,  M e m b e rs .
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O .C . D e p o t ,  S ecre ta ry .
A n  a u th o r  fo r  th e  H is to ry  is u n d e r  co n sid eratio n , 

a n d  th e  C o m m itte e  h o p e  th a t  som eone  o f  th e  R eg im en t 
w ill b e  fo rth c o m in g  w h o  can  a n d  w ill take  it  on.

T h e  g en e ra l id ea  is to  p ro d u c e  a n ice ly  b o u n d  vo lum e 
o f  som e tw o  h u n d re d  th o u sa n d  w o rd s  w ith  m ap s an d  
illu s tra tio n s  to  cover th e  activ ities o f  all th e  B atta lions 
o f  th e  R e g im e n t, in c lu d in g , o f  co u rse , th e  K en s in g to n s , in 
th e  v a rio u s  th ea tre s  o f  w ar. I t  is h o p e d  to  m ake i t  a v e ry  
read ab le  v o lu m e  o f  m o re  a ttrac tiv e  s ty le  th a n  th e  
1914-18 H is to ry  w ith  p len ty  o f  p e rso n a l s to ries a n d  
anecd o tes .

W h ile  m ak in g  fu ll u se  o f  th e  W a r  D ia rie s  to  keep  
ch ro n o lo g ica l o rd e r  a n d  to  en su re  accu racy  o f  acco u n ts , 
i t  is  h o p e d  to  com pile  it  ch iefly  fro m  th e  m o re  h u m an  
reco rd s  a n d  a cco u n ts  o f  officers a n d  o th e r  ranks.

N o  rec o m m e n d a tio n s  have ye t b een  m a d e  to  th e  
R eg im en ta l A ssoc ia tion , o r  decisions tak en , b u t  m ea n ­
w hile  all o u r  read e rs  a re  in v ited  to  th in k  u p  an y  t ru e  
s to ries  a n d  rem in iscen ces  w h ich  c o u ld  be  u se d  a n d  to  
sen d  th e m  a long  to  th e  O .C . D e p o t.

T h e y  sh o u ld  q u ite  c learly  show  th e  B a tta lio n , place 
a n d  d a te  c o n cern ed  a n d  in clu d e  all possib le  d e ta ils  to  
assis t in  th e  reco g n itio n  o f  in d iv id u a ls  co n cern ed . N o  
g u a ra n te e  can , o f  co u rse , b e  g iven  th a t  p a rticu la r  stories 
w ill b e  in c lu d e d , b u t  th e re  is n o  d o u b t th ey  w ill b e  o f  
th e  g rea te s t a ssistance  to  th e  a u th o r , w hoever h e  m ay  be.

M e m o rie s  a re  sh o rt an d  w e w an t th e  s to ries  befo re  
th ey  a re  fo rg o tten .

I t  is h o p e d  to  r e p o r t  fu r th e r  p ro g ress  o n  th is  p ro jec t 
in  th e  n e x t issue o f  T h e  D ie -H ards.

D E P O T  N O T E S
W e h ave  b een  g lad  to  w elcom e h o m e fro m  H o n g  

K o n g  several o ld  frien d s  recen tly , in c lu d in g  W .0 .2 S  
F u lle r  a n d  P ik e , S g ts. A very , B ignel, K e n d ric k , K in g  
a n d  S pence ley . W .0 .2  P ike is to  b e  R .S .M . o f  7 th  
M id d lesex  (T .A .) ,  a n d  w e shall be  p leased  to  have 
R .S .M . P a in te r  a t th e  D e p o t u n til  th e  en d  o f  th e  year. 
Sgt. B ignel is n o w  o n  th e  D e p o t Staff.

M a jo rs  M a rsh  a n d  L e rw ill have b een  to  see u s  a n d  th e  
fo rm e r is n o w  w o rk in g  o n  th e  H o m e  C o u n ties  D is tr ic t 
Staff a t  S hornc liffe , a n d  th e  la tte r  has recen tly  tak en  
o v er a G .S .O .i  a p p o in tm en t a t E ast A ng lian  D is tr ic t
H .Q . a t  C o lch este r. M a jo r F . B. W h itin g  has recen tly  
re tu rn e d  f ro m  a th re e -y e a r  to u r  in  M alay a , v ia  S an  
F ran c isco , o n  leave, a n d  is n o w  a tte n d in g  a co u rse  at 
th e  S en io r O fficers’ S chool a t  D evizes.

W e h ave  b een  p a rticu la rly  g lad  to  h ave  a  d ra f t o f  
som e fo rty  y o u n g  so ld ie rs d u e  fo r H o n g  K o n g  a tta c h ed  
to  u s  fo r  te n  days p r io r  to  sailing. T h e y  h ave  h a d  a 
g oo d  in tro d u c tio n  to  th e  h o m e  o f  th e  R e g im e n t a n d  we 
w ere  lu ck y  to  h ave  2 /L ts . L aw ren ce , W ollocom be an d  
F o th e rg ill  w ith  th e m  to  h e lp  in  ru n n in g  a u se fu l an d  
in te re s tin g  p ro g ra m m e  o f  w ork . T h e y  sail o n  M ay  2 
on  H .M .T .  Devonshire  w ith  a q u a n tity  o f  silver fo r  th e  
1st B a tta lio n  O fficers’ M ess , u n d e r  th e  care o f  M ajo r 
R. A . G w y n , g o ing  o u t as s e co n d -in -co m m an d , a n d  
M ajo r W . P . M . A llen.

O u r  tw elv e  n ew  O fficers’ M a rr ie d  Q u a r te rs  a re  now  
all occu p ied  b y  th o se  h ig h  u p  th e  L o n d o n  D is tr ic t  
p r io rity  lis t a n d  all seem  v e ry  satisfied  w ith  th e  houses,

a n d  i t  is h o p e d  th e  g a rd e n s  w ill soon  b e  tu rfe d .
O n  M a rc h  17 th e  D e p o t Staff, w ith  B rigade o f  G u a rd s  

assis tan ce , ran  a C ertifica te  “ A ”  E x am in a tio n  fo r M ill 
H il l  S choo l C .C .F .,  a n d  d u r in g  A p ril a p a rty  o f  a  h u n ­
d re d  b oys v is ite d  th e  D e p o t a n d  w ere  sh o w n  a ro u n d  
th e  M esses  a n d  M u seu m .

P a rtie s  o f  C ad e ts  fro m  L a ty m e r  S ch o o l, H a m m e r­
sm ith , w ere  a t th e  D e p o t f ro m  F e b ru a ry  25 to  28 an d  
A p ril  8 to  12, a n d  c a rried  o u t som e usefu l tra in in g . 
T h e  C o m b in e d  D ru m s  o f  th e  M id d le sex  A .C .F . have 
a lso  b een  p rac tis in g  o n  w eek-ends h e re  g e ttin g  read y  
fo r  th e  o p e n in g  o f  th e  R oyal T o u rn a m e n t o n  J u n e  9.

O u r  re c ru it in g  cam p a ig n  fo r B a n d  B oys has so  far 
p ro d u c e d  six  b oys, fo u r  o f  w h o m  w ill soon  be  o n  th e ir  
w ay  to  H o n g  K o n g . O n e  is th e  so n  o f  ex -S g t. Sheffield , 
n o w  liv in g  in  th e  I s le  o f  W ig h t, a n d  th e  lad  was b o m  
w h e n  th e  1st B a tta lio n  w as a t Ism a ilia  in  1934.

R e g u la r  f r ie n d ly  gam es o f  foo tba ll h ave  b e e n  p lay ed  
w ith  th e  A .A .O .D . a n d  10 C o m m a n d  W o rk sh o p s, 
R .E .M .E . ,  a n d  sc ra tch  gam es o f  hockey  have a lso  b een  
p o p u la r . A  few  h ave  p lay e d  b a d m in to n  in  th e  gym ., 
a n d  i t  is h o p e d  th a t  th e  n e w  h a rd  ten n is  c o u rt a t  th e  
S e rg ea n ts ’ M e ss  w ill co m e in  fo r  a  lo t o f  u se  b y  all ran k s  
th is  su m m er.

P re p a ra tio n s  a re  g o ing  a h ead  fo r th e  o c cu p atio n  o f  a 
large  p ro p o rt io n  o f  th e  b a rrack s  b y  th e  H o m e  Po sta l 
D e p o t,  R .E .,  p ro b ab ly  in  S e p tem b e r, a n d  a u th o r ity  
h as ju s t  b een  g iven  fo r th e  re p a in tin g  o f  th e  w hole 
b a rrack s , in s id e  an d  o u t. I t  is h ig h  tim e  th is  w as d o n e  
as it  is be liev ed  th a t  th e  las t in s id e  p a in tin g  w as d o n e  
so m e  fifteen  years ago!

T h e s e  n o tes  a re  u p  to  th e  e n d  o f  A p ril  a n d  o u r  n ex t 
m a in  e v e n t is  th e  A lb u h e ra  B all o n  M a y  13, a t  w h ich  
w e h o p e  to  see a  larg e  n u m b e r  o f  O ld  C o m rad es  an d  
th e i r  frien d s  a n d  rela tions.

In fo rm a tio n  has b een  rece iv ed  th a t  M a jo r  B ellers’ 
tw o -y ea r te n u re  o f  co m m a n d  o f  th e  D e p o t is u p  in  
O c to b e r, a n d  th a t  h e  is to  b e  su cceed ed  b y  M a jo r  G . O . 
P o r te r ,  w h o  is c o m p le tin g  a n  e ig h te e n -m o n th  to u r  in  
W est A frica  in  Ju ly .

M U S E U M  N O T E S
C a p t. J . S. B u tte rf ie ld  v ery  k in d ly  p re se n te d  o n e  su it 

o f  B lue  P a tro ls  (O fficer’s P a tte rn )  a n d  o n e  s u it  o f  S .D . 
T h e  su it  o f  “  B lues ”  b e lo n g ed  to  h is  u n c le , C ap t. 
W . J . S h a ll, w ho  se rv ed  w ith  o u r  R e g im e n t d u r in g  
th e  1914-18 W a r.

M r. W . H ayes (B ittacy  C o ttages) k in d ly  p rese n ted  
tw o  vo lu m es o f  W ith  the F lag  to Pretoria. T h e s e  tw o  
b o oks m ake m o st in te re s tin g  read in g , a n d  a re  illu s­
t ra te d  m ain ly  f ro m  p h o to g ra p h s  a n d  a u th e n tic  sketches 
tak e n  in  S o u th  A frica  d u r in g  th e  B oer W a r, 1899-1900.

T h e re  h av e  b een  a la rg e  n u m b e r  o f  v isito rs  d u r in g  
th e  la s t q u a rte r  a n d , as u su a l, v e ry  co m p lim e n ta ry  
rem ark s  have b een  m ad e  o n  o u r  M u seu m .

W e a re  p rep a r in g  fo r a n  even  la rg e r  n u m b e r  o f  v isito rs 
d u r in g  th e  su m m e r. T h e  G .O .C . L o n d o n  D is tr ic t  w ill 
b e  m ak in g  h is a n n u a l in sp e c tio n  in  Ju n e  i a lso  e a ch  w eek­
e n d  th e  M id d lesex  C o u n ty  C ad e ts  w ill b e  a t  th e  D e p o t 
a n d  n a tu ra lly  th e  M u se u m  is o f  g rea t in te re s t to  
th em .
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I C E  S K A T IN G
W e h av e  to  c o n g ra tu la te  P te . J .  N ic k s , w h o  se rv ed  

w ith  th e  i  s t  B a tta lio n  las t y ea r  a t  h o m e  a n d  in  H o n g  
K o n g  o n  h is  la te s t ice  sk a tin g  successes.

H e  a n d  h is  s is te r , J e n n ife r ,  a re  n o w  20 a n d  17 years 
o ld  resp ec tiv e ly , a n d  w ere  B ritish  P a ir  Ice  S k a tin g  
C h a m p io n s  in  1947-48-49  a n d  in  th e  B ritish  O ly m p ic  
tea m  in  1948, w h e n  th e y  w ere  th e  y o u n g e s t c o m p e tito rs . 
T h e y  w ere  In te rn a tio n a ls  a t  17 a n d  14 a n d  a re  N a tio n a l 
S k a tin g  A ssoc ia tion  D o u b le  G o ld  M ed a llis ts , b o th  
b e in g  G o ld  M e d allis ts  a t  b o th  solo a n d  p a ir  sk a tin g , 
N ick s  w as J u n io r  Solo  C h a m p io n  o f  B rita in  in  1947.

I n  F e b ru a ry  th is  y ea r th e y  w o n  an  In te rn a tio n a l  
P a irs  C o m p e titio n  a t  D av o s, S w itz erlan d , a n d  cam e 
th ir d  in  th e  C h a m p io n sh ip  o f  E u ro p e  a t O slo , a fte r  
w h ic h  th e y  gave e x h ib itio n s  a t  C o p e n h a g e n  b y  specia l 
in v ita tio n  o f  th e  D a n is h  au th o ritie s .

O n  M a rc h  6 th e  p a ir  cam e seco n d  in  th e  W o rld  F a ir  
Ice  S k a tin g  C h a m p io n sh ip s  h e ld  a t  th e  E m p ire  P o o l, 
W em b ley , a n d  th e  fo llow ing  a c co u n t a p p e a re d  in  th e  
P re ss  th e  fo llow ing  day :

“  In  th e  W o rld  P a ir  C h a m p io n sh ip  13 p a irs  c o n te s ted  
th e  v a c an t t it le . M ic h a e l a n d  K a ro l  K e n n e d y  (U .S .)  
sk a ted  w ith  g re a t  p rec is io n  a n d  sp e ed . I t  w as a  p o lish e d  
p e rfo rm an ce , a b so lu te ly  f irs t  c lass in  ev e ry  w ay . J o h n  
a n d  Je n n ife r  N ic k s  (G .B .)  sk a te d  a p ro g ra m m e  fu ll o f  
d ifficu lty  w ith  tre m e n d o u s  c h a rm  a n d  v iv ac ity . I t  was 
sk a te d  a t  g rea t sp eed  a n d  fau ltless . L asz lo  a n d  M a ria n n e  
N a g y  (H u n g a ry ), th e  E u ro p e a n  c h a m p io n s , a p p e a re d  
slow  a n d  p o n d e ro u s . S om e o f  th e  ju m p s  w ere  lan d e d  
o n  tw o  fe e t  a n d  th e re  w as a  b a d  fall in  th e  d e a th  sp ira l.

lart

W a lte r  M u e h lb ro n n e r  a n d  I re n e  M a g u ire  (U .S .)  are a 
g o o d  co u p le , b u t  th in g s  d id  n o t  go  r ig h t  fo r  th em . I t  is 
a v e ry  a ttrac tiv e  p ro g ra m m e , h o w ev er, w ith  som e fine 
fo o tw o rk . O f  th e  o th e r  co u p les , th e  S w iss, A ndre 
C a lam e  a n d  E lia n n e  S te in e m an n , a n d  R . S. H udson 
a n d  M iss  C ooke  (G .B .) ,  a n d  G o rd o n  H ollow ay  and 
Jo a n  W a te rh o u se  (G .B .)  sk a te d  a ttrac tiv e ly .

T h e  re su lt  w a s : M . K e n n e d y  a n d  M iss  K . K ennedy 
(U .S .) ,  1 ; J . N ick s  a n d  M iss  J . N ic k s , (G .B .) ,  2 ; L. 
N a g y  a n d  M iss  M . N a g y  (H u n g a ry ),  3.

Im m e d ia te ly  a fte r  th e  W o rld  C h a m p io n sh ip  at 
W e m b le y  th e  p a ir  flew  to  P a r is , w h ere  th ey  succeeded 
in  g a in in g  f irs t p r iz e  in  th e  In te rn a tio n a l  P a ir  Skating 
C o m p e titio n  th e re  ag a in s t 12 co u p les  rep re se n tin g  nine 
n a tio n s .

C A P T .  H .  N . C .  G U D G E O N
A lth o u g h  th e  la te  w a r has  b e e n  e n d e d  fo r several 

y ea rs , th e re  a re  s till a ll to o  m an y  o f  o u r  o ld  friends 
w h o  p a sse d  o n  d u r in g  th o se  years o f  conflict b u t of 
w h o se  p ass in g  w e k n o w  n o th in g , save o ften  th e  bald 
w o rd s  “  D ie d  ”  o r  “  K ille d  in  ac tio n ” . A n d  now, 
w h e n e v e r o n e  looks a t  som e p re -w a r  p h o to g ra p h , a 
face  m ee ts  o n e  a n d  th e  th o u g h t com es th a t  som ew here 
a n d  a t som e tim e  so m eo n e  h a d  m e n tio n e d  th a t  th is  old 
f r ie n d  w as dead .

G ra d u a lly  fu r th e r  in fo rm a tio n , w e h o p e , w ill come 
to  h a n d  o f  so m e, a n d  w h e n  i t  does w e h o p e  to  be  able 
to  pass i t  o n  to  y o u  th ro u g h  th e  Jo u rn a l.

W ith in  th e  las t few  days su c h  in fo rm a tio n  has reached 
u s  a b o u t  N o e l G u d g e o n  in  th e  fo rm  o f  le tte rs  to  his 
p a re n ts , a n d  w e a re  p u b lish in g  th e  e x tra c ts  g iv en  below 
fo r  th e  in fo rm a tio n  o f  h is  m an y  f rie n d s  a m o n g st our 
rea d e rs  a n d  as a  t r ib u te  to  a  fine  y o u n g  officer w ho  lived 
a n d  d ied  a t ru e  “  D ie -h a rd .”

T h u r s to n ,
C o n is to n  L ak e ,

L an cs .
O ctober 24, 1945.

D ear  M r . G u d geo n ,
I  w as N o e l’s C .O . fo r  a  lo n g  tim e  in  th e  M alay  Regi­

m e n t ;  I  w as a lso  a P .O .W . in  S in g ap o re  w ith  h im , but 
w h e n  h e  w e n t to  T h a ila n d , in  O c to b e r, I 942j I  rem ained 
in  S in g a p o re , so  I  a m  a fra id  can  give y o u  n o  details 
co n c e rn in g  p o o r  N o e l’s d e a th . H o w ev er, L t.-C ol. 
Y o u n g  a n d  o th e rs  w h o  w ere  u p  in  T h a ila n d  a re  now 
b ack  in  E n g la n d  a n d  I  am  q u ite  su re  w ill be  writing

t0  y o u ‘ (I  w o u ld  like  to  say  w h a t  a  h ig h  o p in io n  I  had or
N o e l’s cap ab ilities . H e  w as ex cellen t w ith  o u r  Malays 
— w h o  a d o re d  h im — a v e ry  fine  a th le te , a n d  a young 
lad  o f  v e ry  h ig h  p rin c ip le s . H is  sad  d e a th  is a  loss both 
to  th e  A rm y  a n d  a  v e ry  large  c irc le  o f  frien d s.

W h ile  h e  w as a P .O .W . w ith  m e  h is jo b  w as to  look 
a fte r  o u r  ch ick en s a n d  d u ck s  a n d  I  can  s till  p ic tu re  him  
s u rro u n d e d  b y  p o u ltry , w ith  a c h ick en  o n  to p  o f his 
h e a d  a n d  a n o th e r  b a la n c e d  p rec a rio u s ly  o n  h is  shoulder.

N o e l’s p r in c ip le s  a n d  c h a ra c te r  m ad e  h im  a n  excellent 
a n d  ch e e rfu l p r is o n e r  o f  w a r , a n d  h e  se t a  g o o d  example 
to  all.

Y o u rs  v e ry  sincerely ,
(S ig n e d ) J. T .  B r eth er to n , L t.-C o l.
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c /o  R y d a l M o u n t,
H a v e rin g -a tte -B o w e r, E ssex . 

T o  th e  R ev . C . J . G u d g e o n  a n d  M rs . G u d g eo n .
D ear  S ir ,

I  h ave  ju st re tu rn e d  to  E n g la n d , hav in g  b een  a 
P .O .W . fo r 3^ years in  Jap an ese  h a n d s. In  co n seq u en ce  
o f N o e l h av in g  se rv ed  w ith  m e , I  th o u g h t y o u  w o u ld  like  
m e to  w rite  a n d  le t y o u  k n o w  w h a t rea lly  h ap p en ed .

A fte r  w e w ere  c a p tu re d  in  F e b ru a ry , I 942j w e w ere  
m o v ed  to  C h a n g h i, w h ich  w as u sed  to  fo rm  p a r t  o f  th e  
barrack s  fo r  th e  S in g ap o re  G a rriso n . N o e l lived  w ith  
th e  officers o f  th e  M alay  R e g im en t. T h e y  w ere w ell 
off, o c c u p ie d  o ld  m a rr ie d  q u a rte rs  a n d  d id  them selves 
reaso n ab ly  w ell w ith  food . N o e l u se d  to  look afte r  a 
few  c h ick en  (h e  sp e n t h o u rs  w ith  th em ) a n d  I th in k  
th o ro u g h ly  en jo y ed  h im se lf;  h e  also a tte n d e d  th e  
P .O .W . U n iv e rs ity , sta ffed  b y  p ro fesso rs , a n d  in  h is  
spare  tim e  t r ie d  to  tea c h  m e M alay . A b o u t O c to b e r  28, 
1942, w e  w ere  a ll m o v ed  to  T h a ila n d  fo r  th e  co n s tru c ­
tio n  o f  th e  T ’a i/B u rm a  R ailw ay, a n d  fro m  th en ce  
on w ard s  c o n d itio n s  g rew  w orse .

O n  a rr iv in g  a t  C h u n g k a i w e w ere  o rg an ised  in to  
w ork ing  B a tta lio n s . I  w as o rd e re d  to  c o m m an d  N o . 1 
W o rk in g  B a tta lio n , N o . 2  G ro u p , a n d  se lec ted  N o e l as 
m y  A d ju ta n t. I  w as lucky  e n o u g h  to  g e t M a jo r C lark , 
M id d lesex  R e g im e n t, as m y  se co n d -in -c o m m a n d — we 
w ere a lm o st M id d lesex  R eg im en t!  P o o r N o b b y  d ied  
o f d y se n te ry  a t th e  en d  o f  J u n e , 1943-

A t C h u n g k a i, life w as n o t to o  u n b e a ra b le , a lth o u g h  
food , a cco m m o d atio n  a n d  h o u rs  o f  w o rk  fo r  th e  m en  
w ere  b a d ;  b y  th is  t im e  w e all h a d  a lit tle  m o n ey , so

w ere  ab le  to  b u y  a  few  eggs a n d  b an an as  to  s u p p le m e n t 
th e  rice . N o e l d id  n o t  w o rk  o n  th e  railw ay; h e  u se d  to  
do  a lo t o f  v o lu n ta ry  w ork , w o o d  c h o p p in g  fo r o u r  ow n 
c o okhouse  a n d  s im ila r w ork . F ro m  th e  tim e h e  a rr iv ed  
in  T h a ila n d  h e  w as c o n tin u o u s ly  tro u b le d  w ith  his 
tu m m y , b u t  u se d  to  lead  an  ac tive  life.

I n  F e b ru a ry , 1943, w e s ta r te d  to  m ove  u p  “  The- 
R iv e r,”  c h an g in g  cam p s as th e  railw ay p ro g ressed . 
D u r in g  M a rc h  a n d  ea rly  A p ril, I9 4 3 j I  h a d  to  leave h im  
in  cam p  fo r  th re e  w eeks o n  a c co u n t o f  tu m m y  t ro u b le ;  
h e  reco v e red  a n d  in s is te d  in  m arc h in g  o n . A t th e  en d  
o f  M a rc h  w e m a rc h e d  fo r  n in e  days u n d e r  m o s t try in g  
c o n d itio n s, c a rry in g  a ll o u r  possessions d u r in g  th e  h o t 
w ea th er. W e  ev en tu a lly  m ad e  cam p  a t a place ca lled  
T a k a n o n  S o u th , o ld  n u m b e rin g  203 k ilo m etre , new  
n u m b erin g  218 k ilo m etre . I t  w as th e re  th a t  w e  d is­
co v e red  N o e l h a d  d y sen te ry . O w in g  to  lack o f  m ed ica l 
su p p lie s , ch iefly  em e rtin e , h e  g rad u a lly  g rew  w orse , 
a n d  a lth o u g h  h e  w as g iv en  m ilk , h e  d ied  a n d  was 
b u r ie d  in  th e  C am p  C em ete ry  b y  P a d re  M c N e il, 
C h a p la in  to  th e  F o rces , C . o f  E . H is  d e a th  w as a  g rea t 
b lo w ; I  h a d  k n o w n  N o e l fo r  sev era l years a n d  h a d  
alw ays v a lu e d  h is  frien d sh ip .

I  th in k  h e  k n ew  h e  w as g o ing  to  d ie ;  he  w as very  
b rav e , n ev e r co m p la in ed . I  on ly  h o p e  th a t  w h e n  th e  
tim e  com es I  face th e  e n d  as ca lm ly  a n d  b rav e ly  as N o e l 
d id . H e  h a d  th e  b est m ed ica l a tte n tio n  p ossib le  in  th e  
c ircu m stan ces— if  d ru g s  w ere  s h o rt, M c A r th u r , m y 
B a tta lio n  M .O .,  d id  h is  v e ry  b est. I n  m y  op in io n , 
M c A rth u r  w as one  o f  th e  h ero es  o f  th e  lin e ; he , to o , 
su ffe red  w ith  d y sen tery , b u t  w as alw ays d o ing  h is b es t 
fo r  a ll o f  u s  a n d  i t  was to  h is  a b ility  a n d  ceaseless a tte n ­
t io n  a n d  advice th a t  o u r  d e a th  ra te  w as low er th a n  any  
o th e r  B atta lio n  in  G ro u p  2 . I  h o p e  y o u  w ill forg ive m e 
i f  I  h av e  w ritte n  th e  la s t sen ten ce  fee ling ly , b u t  i f  y o u  
c o u ld  on ly  h ave  seen  M a c  g o ing  a b o u t d a ily , d o ing  so 
m u c h  good , y o u , to o , w o u ld  u n d e rs ta n d  m y  fee lin g s , 
w ith o u t th ese  w o n d erfu l d o c to rs , G o d  know s w h a t 
w ou ld  have h ap p e n ed . I  am  try in g  to  g e t M a c  s 
ad d ress  a n d  w ill se n d  i t  a long— I h o p e  y o u  w ill w rite  
h im  P a d re  M c N e il m ig h t  p o ssib ly  be  ab le  to  a d d  a 
lit tle  to  th e  v e ry  sad  s to ry ;  th e  P a d re  a n d  M c A rth u r  
w ere  g rea t frien d s  a n d  b o th  m u s t  h av e  d iscu ssed  N o el.

Y o u rs  sincerely ,
(S ig n ed ) J . E . D o bbs , M .C .,  L t .-C o l.,  

M id d le sex  R e g im en t.

5 D u c h a l  T e rra c e ,
K ilm a lco lm ,

R en frew sh ire .

December 1, 1945-
D ear  M r s . G udgeon ,

I  am  g lad  th a t  y o u  wTOte to  m e  a n d  th a t  I  n ow  have 
y o u r  ad d ress  a n d  can  w rite  to  y o u  a b o u t  y o u r  fine  son  
N o e l. C ol. D o b b s , o r  “  D o b b o  ”  as N o e l a n d  a  few 
o th e rs  called  h im , w as a v ery  close f r ie n d  o f  N o e l’s an d  
I  k n o w  th a t  h e  h e ld  N o e l in  v ery  h ig h  reg a rd  a n d  th ey  
w ere  m u tu a l counsello rs in  all th e i r  affairs, p e rso n a l an d  
m ilita ry . T h e y  s lep t a longside  each  o th e r  o n  th e  floo ring  
a n d  h a d  all th e ir  m eals to g e th e r  u n til  N o e l becam e  too  
ill a n d  I h a d  to  tak e  h im  in to  m y  ho sp ita l. N o t  a single 
day  p a sse d  th e re a fte r  w ith o u t  C o l. D o b b s  ask in g  m e



w h a t m o re  w e  c o u ld  d o  fo r  N o e l, w h a t specia l foods w e 
c o u ld  g e t fo r  h im , b y  w h a t m ean s w e c o u ld  fo rce  th e  
Ja p an e se  to  g e t m ed ic in e  a n d  m an y  w ere  th e  v isits  w e 
p a id  to g e th e r  a n d  sep ara te ly  to  th e  m ed ica l a n d  a d m in is ­
tra t iv e  a u th o r itie s  to  t ry  to  g e t  m o re  effective m ed ic in e  
to  s ta y  th e  p ro g re ss  o f  th e  v iru le n t  d y se n te ry  f ro m  w h ich  
N o e l,  a n d  m a n y  o th e r  f ine  lad s , w ere  su ffe rin g  a n d  dy ing . 
I t  w as to  n o  e ffec t; th e  Ja p an e se  M e d ic a l O fficer was 
ig n o ra n t ,  o b s tru c tiv e  a n d  m alic io u s  a n d  n o w  s tan d s  o n  
tr ia l  in  T o k io  as a  w a r c rim in a l.

D u r in g  th e  e n d  o f  1942 a n d  th e  ea rly  m o n th s  o f  1943, 
N o e l, P a d re  M c N e il  a n d  I  sp e n t m u c h  o f  o u r  tim e  
to g e th e r  a n d  b ecam e  v e ry  g o o d  f r ie n d s . M a n y  days 
w e w o u ld  s lin k  o u t  o f  c am p  th ro u g h  th e  b u sh e s  a n d  
w a n d e r  m an y  m iles  a lo n g  th e  ju n g le  p a th s , ly in g  in  th e  
h o t  s u n  o n  a sa n d  r iv e r  b a n k  o r  c lim b in g  to  th e  to p  o f  
th e  h ig h  h ill , w h en ce  w e c o u ld  see th e  g rea t w av ing  
o cean  o f  tre e  to p s  s tre tc h in g  u n b ro k e n  to  th e  b lu e , 
sh ad o w y  m o u n ta in s  o f  s o u th e rn  B u rm a. W e w ere  n o t 
g re a t  ta lk e rs , an y  o f  u s , b u t  I  k n o w  th a t  N o e l  en jo y ed  
th e  p eace fu l c o m p a n io n sh ip  a n d  f re e d o m  fro m  th e  
c ro w d e d  life in  cam p  th a t  w e  fo u n d  to g e th e r  o n  th ese  
w alks. W e w o u ld  g a th e r  o rch id s , o r  t r y  to  id en tify  th e  
b ird s  a n d  tre e s  a n d  ro ck s  o r  w e  w o u ld  sp ecu la te  o n  th e  
po iso n o u sn ess  o f  th e  m an y  varie ties  o f  snakes th a t  w e 
saw ; o f te n  ag a in  w e  w o u ld  seek  fo r  m an g o es o r  lim es 
a n d  h av in g  fo u n d  th e m  g o  to  a t in y  S iam ese  ju n g le  
v illage a n d  have a  “ f e a s t ”  b e fo re  re tu rn in g  to  c a m p ; 
N o e l w as a g rea t m a n  fo r  n u ts  o r  fo r  w ild  to m ato es  a n d  
w as alw ays co m in g  b ack  to  cam p  w ith  h is  b ig  w id e  h a t  
fu ll  o f  th e m . T h e s e  a re  p e rh a p s  n o t  v ery  im p o r ta n t  
th in g s , b u t  th e y  w ere  th e  th in g s  th a t  th e  th re e  o f  us 
en jo y ed  to g e th e r  a n d  th e  days I  re m e m b e r  m o s t  c learly  
fro m  m y  tim e  in  S iam .

W h e n  w e rea c h e d  T a k a n u n  o n  th e  r iv e r  K w an o i 
d u r in g  A p ril, N o e l, w h o  h a d  h a d  in d e f in ite  s to m ach  
p a in s  off a n d  o n  fo r  som e m o n th s , d e v e lo p ed  de fin ite  
signs o f  A m o eb ic  d y sen te ry . T h e  m ed ic in e  availab le  
to  t re a t  h im  a n d  th e  m an y  o th e r  cases w as w o efu lly  
in ad e q u a te  in  q u a n ti ty  a n d  q u a lity . S till, w ith  ca refu l 
d ie t  a n d  n u rse d  b y  a s p le n d id  lit tle  cock n ey  o rd erly , 
N o e l w as fa ir ly  c o m fo rtab le  a n d  q u ite  c h e erfu l th o u g h  
th e  d y se n te ry  p e rs is te d .

D u r in g  J u n e  th e  d isease  fla red  u p  a g a in  a n d  w ith o u t 
th e  specific  d ru g s  i t  w as im p o ss ib le  to  c h e ck  its  co u rse . 
H e  w as b u r ie d  in  th e  lit tle  c e m e tery  c le a red  f ro m  th e  
ju n g le  b e s id e  o u r  c am p . W e  th o u g h t  o f  y o u  a n d  o f  h is  
fa th e r  th a t  d ay  w ith  v e ry  sp ecia l g r ie f  as w e k n e w  th a t  
i t  m u s t  b e  so  lo n g  b e fo re  y o u  k n ew  o f  th e  d isa s te r  th a t  
h a d  o v e rco m e  y o u  fa r  aw ay in  th e  jung le .

H is  p ro g ress iv e  w eakness a n d  an aem ia  d u r in g  th e  
la s t  few  days h a d  m ad e  h im  v e ry  d ro w sy  a n d  h e  spoke 
v e ry  lit tle  to  m e  a n d  gave m e  n o  m essage . I  d o u b t  
v ery  m u c h  i f  h e  h a d  d e c id e d  th a t  h e  w as d y in g  a n d  I 
th in k  th a t  h e  gave h is p ro p e r ty  to  C o l. D o b b s  fo r  safe 
k eep in g  o n  th e  ad v ice  o f  P a d re  M c N e il ,  w h o  ex p la in ed  
to  N o e l t h a t  h e  w as to o  t i r e d  a n d  w eak to  b o th e r  lo ok ing  
a fte r  i t  h im self.

Y o u r  so n  su ffe red  n o n e  a t  all o f  th e  J a p an e se  so rd id  
c ru e ltie s  b u t  th e ir  o m iss io n  even  to  t ry  to  p ro v id e  
p ro p e r  t re a tm e n t is  q u ite  in ex cu sab le  a n d  u n c iv ilised .

(S ig n ed ) D r . M a c  A r t h u r .

7th B A T T A L IO N  T H E  M ID D L E S E X  R EG IM EN T  
(D .C.O .)

T h e  p a s t  th re e  m o n th s  h av e  se en  considerable  
a c tiv ity  in  th e  B a tta lio n . T h e  T .A . C e n tre  a t Enfield 
w as r e tu rn e d  to  us o n  A p r i l  15, a n d  th e  o p en in g  cele­
b ra tio n s  in c lu d e d  th e  B e a tin g  o f  R e tre a t  a t  Enfield, 
fo llo w ed  b y  a n  A ll R an k s D a n c e  o n  S a tu rd a y , A p ril 15, 
to  w h ic h  all th e  local c e leb ritie s  w ere  in v ite d . The 
C e n tre  w as officially  o p e n e d  b y  M rs . L . E . Daines, 
C h a irm a n  o f  th e  E n fie ld  U .D .C .,  o n  S u n d a y , A p ril 16, 
a fte r  th e  B a tta lio n  h a d  a tte n d e d  C h u rc h  P a rad e  at 
S t. A n d re w ’s C h u rc h  in  E n fie ld . T h e  C o m p a n y  now 
e s ta b lish e d  th e re  w ill c o n tin u e  to  b e  k n o w n  as “  B ” 
C o m p a n y  as i t  has a lw ays b e e n  in  th e  p a s t a n d  w ill be 
c o m m a n d e d  b y  C a p t. H .  E . R aw les.

T h e re  h av e  b e e n  c o n s id e rab le  ch an g es  in  personnel 
o f  th e  B a tta lio n . I t  is  w ith  g re a t  re g re t  th a t  w e say 
g o o d -b y e  to  C o l. a n d  M rs . Jo h n so n , a fte r  th re e  years. 
T h e y  w ill be  sad ly  m isse d  h e re  b y  b o th  O ld  C om rades 
a n d  all ran k s . W e  a re  ex tre m e ly  fo rtu n a te  to  have Col. 
a n d  M rs . G re e n  in  th e i r  p lace . C o l. G re e n  se rv ed  with 
th e  B a tta lio n  d u r in g  th e  w a r  a n d  is w ell k n o w n  to  many 
o f  th e  B a tta lio n .

I n  a d d it io n , w e  w elco m e b o th  M a jo r  N ew m an  as 
Q .M . a n d  R .S .M . P ik e , b o th  o f  w h o m  h av e  recently  
r e tu rn e d  f ro m  H o n g  K o n g . W e w ish  ev e ry  success to 
C a p t. H o n e y b u n  a n d  R .S .M . P a in te r ,  w h o  have been 
re liev e d  b y  M a jo r  N e w m a n  a n d  R .S .M . P ike.

P re p a ra tio n s  a re  n o w  b e in g  m ad e  fo r  A n n u a l Cam p, 
a t  S ta n fo rd  th is  y ea r, f ro m  J u ly  1 to  15. I t  is h o p e d  that 
th e  c u s to m a ry  fam ilie s’ day  w ill b e  h e ld  o n  th e  m id- 
S u n d a y , J u ly  9 . P re p a ra tio n s  a re  a lso  b e in g  m ad e  for 
th e  rec e ip t o f  th e  N a tio n a l  Serv ice  m e n  co m m en cin g  on 
Ju n e  22 . F o re ca s ts  a t  p re se n t  sh o w  t h a t  w e sha ll receive 
a b o u t 15-20  e v e ry  fo r tn ig h t ,  a n d  every  en d e av o u r  w ill be 
m ad e  to  e n co u rag e  th ese  m e n  to  b eco m e T .A . V olunteers.

W ith  th e  r a p id  ex p an sio n  o f  th e  B a tta lio n , n ow  over 
120 s tro n g , w e  h av e  fo rm e d  all th e  v a rio u s  elem en ts of 
th e  S u p p o r t  C o m p a n y  a n d  in  o u r  n e x t issu e  o f  notes 
e a ch  s u b -u n i t  w ill s u b m it  i ts  o w n  new s.

I n  M in ia tu re  R an g e  S h o o tin g  C o m p e titio n s  our 
fo r tu n e s  h av e  b e e n  ra th e r  v aried . W e w ere  bea ten  in 
th e  f irs t  r o u n d  o f  th e  M id d le sex  T .A . A ssoc ia tion  Cup 
b y  3 p o in ts  b y  11 P a rac h u te  B a tta lio n . B es t sh o ts  were: 
L /C p l .  W h it te ro n  87, C /S g t.  P a y n e  74 , S g t. C olboum e 
7 4 , o u t  o f  a  p o ss ib le  100. T h e  s ta n d a rd  o f  shooting 
w as n o t  v e ry  h ig h  o n  e ith e r  s id e . I n  a  m ee tin g  with 
1 L .I .R . ,  o n  A p ril  6 , th e  re s u lt  w as a  w in  b y  39 points. 
B e s t sco res w ere : L t .  G u n n e ll  a n d  S g t. C o lb o u m e , who 
sc o re d  p o ssib le s, a n d  C /S g t .  H o w es, S g t. H a rr is , Cpl. 
W e b b , L /C p ls .  W ilso n  a n d  W o tto n , w h o  w ere only 
o n e  sh o rt.

W e  a re  h o p in g  fo r  success in  th e  T .A . C rick e t Com ­
p e titio n , o rg an ised  b y  L o n d o n  D is tr ic t .  T h is  is a 
k n o c k -o u t  co m p e titio n  a n d  i t  w ill b e  rem e m b e re d  that 
w e m an a g e d  to  rea c h  th e  finals la s t y ea r, o n ly  to  be 
b e a te n  b y  482 (M .)  H .A .A . R e g im e n t, R .A .

I t  is w ith  re g re t  th a t  w e an n o u n c e  th e  d e a th  o f  one 
o f  o u r  y o u n g e s t m em b e rs  o f  th e  B a tta lio n , P te . Soutter, 
o n  F e b ru a ry  14, d u e  to  p e rito n itis .

W e c o n g ra tu la te  L /C p l .  K in g  o n  h is  m arriag e , on 
M a rc h  25 , a n d  C p l. Y a te s, L /C p l.  P o tip h e r  a n d  Pte. 
F a irc lo u g h  o n  recen tly  b eco m in g  p ro u d  fa th e rs .

V L  m

H O R N SE Y  “ D IE -H A R D S ’ ”  C L U B
M a n y  t h in gs h ave  h a p p e n e d  since th e  la s t n o tes  

a p p e are d , th e  f irs t a n d  fo rem o st b e in g  th e  fo rm a tio n  
o f a n e w  live  E n te rta in m e n ts  C o m m ittee . T h is  C o m ­
m itte e  h av e  rea lly  s ta r te d  going  to  to w n  a n d  have 
o rg an ised  a w h is t d rive , h o u sey -h o u sey  session , a  d a rts  
m a tc h  ag a in st se rv in g  officers o f  th e  B a tta lio n , a n d  a 
dance h e ld  o n  A p ril  29 N o  m ean  e ffo rt th is  a n d  all 
fu n c tio n s  h e ld  u p  to  th e  p re se n t h ave  b een  w ell o rg an ised  
an d  w ell a tte n d e d . T h e  w h is t d riv e  c o u ld  h ave  b een  
b e tte r  a tte n d e d  a n d  co st u s  a  b i t  in  p r iz e s , b u t  th is  has 
b een  m o re  th a n  co v e red  b y  th e  p ro fits  f ro m  raffles a n d  
h o u se y -h o u sey . T h e  d a rts  m a tc h  ag a in s t th e  se rv ing  
officers w as a  v ery  close affair a n d  a lth o u g h  w e h a d  to  
“  p ack  ”  th e i r  te a m  w ith  som e o f  o u r  b e s t p lay e rs , w e 
ju s t m a n a g e d  to  co m e o u t o n  to p .

T h e  D a r ts  C o m p e titio n  fo r th e  C o l. P rin g le  S h ie ld  
is n o w  in  fu ll  sw ing  a n d  has a ttra c te d  a rec o rd  n u m b e r  
o f en tr ies . T h e  d raw  has  resu lte d  in  som e rea l “  n eed le  ” 
m atch es  a n d  th e  w in n e r  w ill ce rta in ly  n o t have h a d  an  
easy  passage.

W e h av e  ag a in  b e e n  in v ite d  to  take  p a r t  m  th e  
B a tta lio n  “  F a m ilie s ’ D a y  ”  a t A n n u a l C am p , w h ich  
th is  y e a r  is b e in g  h e ld  f ro m  Ju ly  1 to  15 a t  S ta m fo rd  in  
N o rfo lk . I f  a n  en joyab le  day  is p ro v id e d  as w as las t 
year a t  S h o rn c liffe , e v e ry b o d y  sh o u ld  b e  satisfied.

B y  th e  tim e  th ese  n o tes  a p p e ar w e sh a ll h ave  b id d en  
farew ell to  o u r  p re se n t  C o m m a n d in g  O fficer o f  the  
B a tta lio n , L t .-C o l.  Jo h n so n , a n d  w elco m ed  o u r  new
C .O ., L t .-C o l.  G re e n . W h a t is th e  B a tta lio n ’s loss is, 
o f  c o u rse , o u r  g a in , a n d  C ol. Jo h n so n  w ill n o w  b e  
av ailab le  to  rea lly  tak e  p a r t  in  o u r  ac tiv ities, a n d  I  am  
su re  h e  w ill b e  v e ry  m u c h  a m o n g s t u s . ^

W e se n d  o u r  u su a l g ree tin g s  to  a ll o th e r  “  D ie -  
H a rd s  ”  C lu b s.

H o rn sey  “  D ie - H a r d .”

595 L .A .A ./S L . R E G IM E N T , R .A. (9th B A T T . 
T H E  M ID D L E S E X  R E G IM E N T , D.C.O .), T .A . 

Presentation o f Colours
A n  im p ress iv e  c e rem o n y  to o k  place a t  th e  T .A . 

C e n tre , H o n e y p o t L a n e , K in g sb u ry , N .W .9 , o n  
S a tu rd a y , M a y  13, 195° .  w h e n  L t.-G e n . S ir  B rian  G  
H o rro ck s, K .C .B .,  K .B .E .,  D .S .O .,  M .C .,  o n  b e h a lf  o f  
H is  M a je s ty  th e  K in g , p re se n te d  n ew  C o lo u rs  to  th e  
R eg im en t.

G e n . H o rro c k s  has  long  assoc ia tion  w ith  th is  R eg i­
m en t, h av in g  b e e n  A d ju ta n t  fro m  1926 to  193°-

T h e  p rev io u s  C o lo u rs  w ere  p re s e n te d  to  th e  R eg im en t 
b y  H .R .H . P rin cess  H e n ry  o f  B a tte n b u rg , a t  th e  R eg i- 
m en tis  fo rm e r  H e a d q u a r te rs ,  P o u n d  L a n e , W illesden , 
N .W .lo ,  o n  J u n e  28 , 1913.

T h e  n e w ly -fo rm e d  M ilita ry  B a n d  p lay ed  b o th  b efo re  
an d  d u r in g  th e  ce rem o n y , a n d  th e  C o rp s  o f  D ru m s  0 
7t h  B a tta lio n  T h e  M id d lesex  R e g im e n t (D .C .O .)  (1 .A .J, 
by  p e rm iss io n  o f  th e  C o m m a n d in g  O fficer, w ere  also 

o n  p a rad e .
A  f u l le r  a c co u n t o f  th is  cerem o n y , w ith  p h o to g rap h s , 

w ill a p p e a r  in  th e  n e x t issue  o f  T h e  D ie -H ar d s.

Middlesex T . and A .F . Association M iniature Rifle 
Competition, I95°*

T h e  R e g im e n t w ere  su ccessfu l in  th e  f irs t tw o  ro u n d s  
o f  th e  M id d le sex  T .  a n d  A .F . A sso c ia tio n  M in ia tu re  
R ifle  C o m p e titio n , I 95°> w in n in g  a g a in st 484  (M .)
H .A .A . R e g im e n t, R .A . (T .A .) ,  in  th e  seco n d  ro u n d . 
I n  th e  th i r d  ro u n d  th e  R eg im e n ta l tea m  w as n a rro w ly  
b e a te n  b y  452 H .A .A . R e g im e n t, R .A . (T .A .) . S co res: 
452  H .A .A . R e g im e n t, R .A . (T .A .) ,  4 8 7 ; 595 L .A .A ./ 
S L . R e g im e n t, R .A . (T .A .) ,  484.

1 A .A . Group Inter-Unit Association Football 
Tournam ent

T h e  R e g im e n ta l fo o tb a ll  te a m  w as su ccessfu l in  th e  
p re lim in a ry  r o u n d  o f  th e  ab o v e  T o u rn a m e n t ,  b ea tin g  
S71 (M .) L .A .A ./S L . R eg im e n t, R .A . (T .A .) , 3 goals 
to  2 . I n  th e  sem i-fin al w e  w e re  d raw n  aw ay  ag a in s t 
24 H .A .A . R e g im e n t, R .A ., a n d  a lth o u g h  b e a te n  b y  6 
goals to  n il, th e  te a m  p u t  u p  a  v e ry  g o o d  sh o w  a g a in st 
“  R e g u la rs .”

2 /Toth B A T T A L IO N  R EU N IO N
O n  S a tu rd a y , M a y  6 , so m e  86 sem i-ev e rg reen , h a rd y  

p e ren n ia ls  a tte n d e d  th e  tw e n ty -se co n d  reu n io n  d in n e r  
a t  B o lto n ’s H o te l,  E a r l’s C o u rt.

M r. R o n a ld  d e  Pass w as in  th e  ch a ir  o n  th is  occasion .
A n  excellen t d in n e r  a n d  a  p in t  o f  b e e r  m ad e  a goo d  

fo u n d a tio n  fo r  th e  b u s in ess  o f  th e  ev en in g  w h ich  
follow ed.

T h e  C h a irm a n  p ro p o se d  th e  to asts  o f  “  H .M . T h e  
K i n g ”  a n d  “ T h e  R eg im e n t.”  I n  rep ly in g  to  th e  
la tte r , B rig . P ro c te r  re fe rre d  to  th e  w o rk  o f  th e  A ssoc ia ­
t io n  a n d  ask ed  fo r  m o re  s u p p o rt  fo r  th e  “  D ie -h a rd s  ”  
Jo u rn a l.

M r. M c lv o r ,  in  a  ty p ica lly  M c lv o r  sp eech , fu ll  o t  
S co ttish  w im sey a n d  s in ce re  fee ling , re fe rre d  p a rticu la rly  
to  th e  loss to  a ll h is  f rie n d s  w h ic h  th e  d e a th  o f  M r. 
H a r ry  I re so n , M .V .O ., m ea n t.

T h e  to as t o f  “  T h e  G u e s ts  ”  w as p ro p o se d , d e sp ite  
in te rru p tio n s  f ro m  M r. R u sh , b y  M r. W a rre n , a n d  
C a n o n  R ees , th e  V ica r o f  C h isw ick , in  rep ly in g , com ­
m e n te d  u p o n  th e  w o n d e rfu l s p ir i t  en g e n d e re d  by  
serv ice  in  th e  2 / lo th  d u r in g  th e  1914-18 W a r  w h ic h  th e  
g a th e r in g  exem plified .

M r. R u sh  h a d , o f  c o u rse , to  b e  a llo w ed  to  speak  
officially a n d , eq u a lly , o f  c o u rse , se ized  u p o n  th e  o p p o r­
tu n ity  o f  th e  to a s t  o f  “  T h e  C h a irm a n  ”  to  cover th a t  
u n fo rtu n a te  w ith  as m u c h  co n fu s io n  as p o ssib le . M r. 
d e  Pass is  p ro b ab ly  s till  b lu sh in g .

A fte r  th e  C h a irm a n  h a d  rep lied , th e  C o m m itte e  w ere  
again  re -e le c te d , as u su a l, a n d  th e  T re a s u re r  p ro d u ce d  
som e b e a u tifu lly  ty p e d , u n a u d ite d  a n d  h o tly  d iscu ssed  
a cco u n ts , w h ic h  gave h im  a n  o p p o r tu n ity  to  rise  a n d  
ad d ress  a n ice  se lec tio n  o f  w ith e r in g  rem ark s  to  all his
frie n d s . . .

T h e  rep lacem en t o f  th e  M e m o ria l in  C h isw ick  C h u rc h  
w as th e n  d iscu ssed  a n d  v a rio u s  vessels w ere  passed  
ro u n d  w ith  a  v iew  to  co llec tin g  m o re  m o n ey  fo r  th e  
T re a s u re r  to  exp la in  aw ay n e x t y ea r. H e  w as n a tu ra lly  
re -e le c te d  T re a s u re r  a n d  h is  n a m e  is  M a jo r  B . K . 
C atte ll.

A n d  so  a n o th e r  m ee tin g  d rew  to  a  c lose a ll to o  soon .
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O .C.A ., 8th B A T T A L IO N  (H O U N SLO W ) D IN N ER
O n e  h u n d r e d  a n d  n in e  o ld  c o m rad es  a tte n d e d  th e  

f irs t  c lu b  d in n e r  a t  th e  H o rse sh o e  R e s ta u ra n t,  T o t te n ­
h a m  C o u r t  R o a d , o n  S a tu rd a y , M a y  6.

W e  all r e g re tte d  th e  u n a v o id a b le  ab sen ce  o f  o u r  
P re s id e n t,  G e n . H o rro c k s . C o l. C ra w fo rd , h o w ev er, 
p re s id e d , a n d  to o k  u s  b ack  o v e r th e  days o f  h is  co m ­
m a n d  fro m  1942 to  1945. H e  also  gave u s  th e  o p p o r ­
tu n ity  to  o ffe r  u p  a  s ile n t p ra y e r  fo r  th o se  o ld  c o m rad es 
w h o  d id  n o t  re tu rn .

T h e  C o lo n e l o f  th e  R e g im e n t to ld  u s  so m e th in g  o f  th e  
ac tiv itie s  o f  th e  o th e r  B a tta lio n s  a n d  it  is to  b e  h o p e d  
th a t  som e o f  th e  y o u n g e r  m em b e rs  w ill se rio u sly  co n ­
s id e r  h is  su g g estio n  a n d  a g a in  o ffer th e i r  m u c h -n e e d e d  
serv ices  to  th e  T .A .

W e w ere  v e ry  g lad  to  see  B rig . B ak e r a n d  C o l. d e  
S a lis , b o th  o f  w h o m  c o m m a n d e d  th e  B atta lio n .

C o m rad e s  tu rn e d  u p  f ro m  as fa r  n o r th  as N ew castle  
a n d  f ro m  as f a r  s o u th  as th e  Isle  o f  W ig h t ;  th e  P a d re  
w e n t o n e  b e tte r  a n d  cam e fro m  G e rm a n y — a n  am p le  
p ro o f  t h a t  th e  sp ir i t  o f  th e  8 th , w h ic h  C o l. C ra w fo rd  so 
a d m ira b ly  e x p re sse d , s ti ll  lives.

Y es, i t  w as a  g o o d  ev en in g , w h ic h  w e all th o ro u g h ly  
en jo y ed . I t  w as n ice  to  see so  m an y  w e ll- rem e m b e re d  
faces a n d  to  ta lk  o f  o ld  tim es.

L es lie  H o n e y b u n  a n d  Ja ck  W id o w s a re  to  b e  co n ­
g ra tu la te d  o n  th e ir  sp le n d id  w o rk  in  o rg an is in g  th e  
d in n e r  a n d  w e all h o p e  i t  w ill ta k e  p lace  ev e ry  year.

M a y  w e , th e  C o m m itte e , tak e  th is  o p p o rtu n ity  o f  
r e m in d in g  o u r  m em b e rs  th a t  th e  C lu b  m eets  every  
f irs t F r id a y  in  th e  m o n th  a t  th e  D r i ll  H a ll,  H a n w o rth  
R o a d , H o u n s lo w  (n ea re s t tu b e  s ta tio n , H o u n s lo w  
C e n tra l). W e  w o u ld  also  like  to  s tro n g ly  em p h as ise  th a t  
a ll  “  D ie -h a rd s  ”  a re  w elcom e.

T h e  C lu b  m em b e rsh ip  is n o w  180 a n d  w e  feel th a t  a 
g oo d  m a n y  o f  y o u  w h o  se rv ed  w ith  th e  8 th  w o u ld  like  
to  jo in  u s . W ell! a lin e  to  Ja ck  W id o w s a t  97  B u ls tro d e  
R o a d , H o u n s lo w , a n d  “  y o u ’re  in .”

U X B R ID G E  A N D  D IS T R IC T  “ D IE -H A R D S ”  
C L U B

A lth o u g h  i t  is  o n ly  in  th e  ea rly  p a r t  o f  th e  y e a r  1950, 
m u c h  h as  h a p p e n e d  d u r in g  th e  f irs t th re e  m o n th s .

T h e  d an ce  c o m m ittee  h a s  r u n  fo u r  v e ry  su ccessfu l 
dances.

O n  M a rc h  1 th e  fo u r th  a n n u a l g en e ra l m ee tin g  w as 
h e ld  a t  th e  D r i ll  H a ll, U x b rid g e .

B rig . E . E . F .  B ak er, C .B .E ., D .S .O .,  M .C .,  T .D . ,
D .L . ,  A .D .C .,  J .P . ,  w as u n a n im o u s ly  re -e le c te d  P re si­
d e n t  o f  th e  B ran ch .

T h e  fo llow ing  officers w ere  re -e le c te d  en b loc : 
V ic e -P re s id e n ts : M a jo r  G . H a r tle y , T .D . ,  B. R . 

P h e lp s , E s q .,  R . F .  F in c h ,  E s q .,  a n d  J. P . W . H u t to n ,  
E sq .

C h a irm a n : L t .-C o l.  T .  A . H a ll,  T .D .
H o n . S ec re ta ry  a n d  T re a s u re r :  J . R . B ell, E sq ., 

M .B .E .
A ss istan t H o n . S e c re ta ry : V . E ll, E sq .
C o m m itte e  m e m b e rs :  G . H a re , E s q .,  H . H a re , E sq .,

E . C . L a c e y , E sq .
T h e  fo llow ing  ad d itio n a l officers w ere  a lso  e lec ted :

lardi

V ic e -P re s id e n t a n d  V ic e -C h a irm a n : W . A . R oberts, 
E sq .

C o m m itte e  m e m b e rs : C . F . W e ed e n , E sq ., and  R. 
W ilk in so n , E sq .

O u r  h o s t  a t  th e  R a ilw ay  A rm s, U x b rid g e , M r. G. 
B o w m an , a n d  M a jo r  H . S a u n d e rs  (la te  O fficer Com­
m a n d in g  L o c a l H o m e  G u a rd  U n it) ,  tw o  v e ry  loyal 
su p p o r te rs  o f  th e  B ra n c h , w ere  u n a n im o u s ly  elected  as 
th e  f irs t  H o n o ra ry  M e m b e rs  o f  th e  B ran ch .

T h e  B ra n c h  has b e e n  ag a in  ac tiv e  in  th e  benevolent 
fie ld . T h re e  cases o f  h a rd s h ip  w ere  reco m m en d ed  to 
th e  R e g im e n ta l A sso c ia tio n  B en ev o len t F u n d  and 
rece iv ed  s u b s ta n tia l h e lp . W e  a re  g ra te fu l to  M ajor
A . W . C la rk , O .B .E ., th e  S ec re ta ry , fo r  h is  h e lp  and 
p ro m p t  ac tio n  in  all cases. T h e  B ra n c h  has  also looked 
a fte r  its  m em b e rs  in  h o sp ita l f ro m  tim e  to  tim e  by  
se n d in g  th e m  p a rce ls  o f  f ru i t ,  c ig a re tte s, e tc .

C o ach es w ere  p ro v id e d  free  b y  th e  B ra n c h  a n d  parties 
a tte n d e d  th e  H o u n s lo w  B ra n c h  d an ce  a n d  a  social a t the 
C ra w fo rd  H u t  B ra n c h , In g lis  B arrack s ; several indi­
v id u a l m em b e rs  a lso  v is ite d  o th e r  b ran ch es  and 
fu n c tio n s .

O n  M a rc h  31 , 1950, w e h e ld  o u r  fo u r th  a n n u a l dinner 
a t  th e  G o ld e n  L io n  H o te l,  H illin g d o n , w h e n  w e were 
h o n o u re d  b y  th e  p resen ce  o f  th e  C o lo n el o f  th e  Regi­
m e n t,  th e  C h a irm a n  a n d  C le rk  to  th e  U x b r id g e  U .D .C ., 
C o l. F .  W a ld e n , M a jo rs  A . W . C la rk , O .B .E ., and 
R . C . H .  B elle rs, O .R .Q .M .S . W a ld ro n  a n d  C .S .M . 
M alo n e y , a n d  a  rep re se n ta tiv e  f ro m  each  o f  th e  Local 
E x -S e rv ic e  A ssoc ia tions.

F if ty -o n e  m em b e rs  o f  th e  B ra n c h  a n d  26 m em b ers  of 
th e  E a lin g  B ra n c h  a tte n d e d , to g e th e r  w ith  several 
in d iv id u a l g u e s ts , in c lu d in g  fo u r  p e rso n n e l fro m  the 
local T .A . U n i t ,  n am ely , 1561 C o m p a n y  (P ara . Bde.)> 
R .A .S .C . (T .A .) .  T h is  B ra n c h  is  ex trem e ly  grateful 
to  1561 C o m p a n y  fo r  th e  c o n tin u e d  h e lp  a n d  support 
w h ic h  th e y  h av e  g iv en  u s  s in ce  th e y  b ecam e  th e  occupy­
in g  U n i t  a t  th e  D r i ll  H a ll. W e  a re  p leased  to  hear that 
th e i r  n u m b e rs  a re  in creasin g  v e ry  co n s id e rab ly , and  we 
w ish  th e m  ev e ry  success in  th e  fu tu re . A c tu a lly , 112 
p e rso n n e l sa t d o w n  to  th e  d in n er.

“  W elco m in g  rep re se n ta tiv e s  f ro m  th e  M iddlesex 
R e g im e n t D e p o t a t  th e  fo u r th  a n n u a l d in n e r  o f the 
U x b r id g e  a n d  D is tr ic t  ‘ D ie -H a rd s  ’ C lu b  o f  th e  Regi­
m e n ta l  A sso c ia tio n  a t  th e  G o ld e n  L io n  H o te l,  H illingdon, 
rec e n tly , th e  H o n . S ec re ta ry  a n d  T re a s u re r  o f  th e  Club, 
M r. J . R . B ell, ask ed  th e m  to  a c t as ‘ rec ru itin g  agents ’ 
fo r  th e  C o m rad e s ’ A ssociation .

“  ‘ I f  y o u  go  b ack  a n d  te ll  th e  y o u n g  so ld iers what 
th e s e  O ld  C o m rad e s ’ A sso c ia tio n s  a re  like , I  am  sure 
w e  sh a ll g e t th e  re c ru its  a n d  th a t  th e y  w ill su p p o rt us 
w h e n  th e y  co m e h o m e ,’ h e  said .

“  ‘ W h e n  y o u  go  b ack  am o n g  th e  y o u n g  so ld iers tell 
th e m  all a b o u t u s  a n d  w h a t w e  do . P u t  to  th em  the 
p ic tu re  o f w h a t th ese  b ran c h e s  a re  like  a n d  m ake sure 
th e y  k n o w  i t  is w ell w o rth  th e ir  w h ile  to  jo in  u s  as soon 
as th e y  co m e h o m e  aga in . W e  se ld o m  g e t th e  chance 
to  see  th e m , b u t  I  d o  fee l y o u  can  b e  o u r  b e s t recru iting  
a g en ts  a m o n g s t th e  y o u n g er b lo o d — b lo o d  w hich  we 
m u s t  h ave  i f  w e  a re  to  k eep  flo u rish in g .’

“  M r .  B ell, w h o  w as p ro p o sin g  th e  to as t o f  th e  guests, 
w e lco m ed  th e  C h a irm a n  o f  U x b rid g e  C o u n c il (Coun.
G . A . S u te r ,  J .P .)— ‘ T h a n k  y o u  fo r  th e  h e lp  given us
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since w e w ere  fo rm e d  a n d  b e tw een  th e  w ars, w h en  
m any d in in g  h e re  to -n ig h t  w ere  p a r t  o f  th e  local T .A . 
U n it ’— a n d  M rs . S u te r ;  th e  C le rk  o f  th e  C o u n c il  (M r. 
John  P o o le ); th e  C o lo n e l o f  th e  R eg im en t (Col. M a u ric e  
B row ne), C o l. F . W a ld o n , o n e  o f  th e  o ld  B atta lion  C o m ­
m anders , th e  A ssoc ia tion  S ec re ta ry  (M ajo r A . W . 
C lark), a n d  m an y  o th e r  guests .

“  R e fe rr in g  to  C o l. B row ne, h e  rem ark ed , ‘ W e a re  
sure th a t  v e ry  few  C olonels o f  R e g im en ts  k eep  th e ir  o ld  
com rades so u p  to  d a te  w ith  reg im en ta l new s as yo u  do  
by y o u r n ew s le tters . T h e  m em b ers  ap p rec ia te  th e  
am o u n t o f  h a rd  w o rk  th is  en ta ils  a n d  th e  a m o u n t o f  tim e  
you sp en d ' o n  th is  a n d  th e  w elfa re  o f  th e  o ld  a n d  p re s e n t  
m em bers o f  o u r  co u n ty  reg im en t.’

“  R ep ly in g , C o l. B row ne sa id  it  w as a g rea t occasion  
to b e  w ith  th e  8 th  B a tta lio n , fo r  all th ro u g h  th e  w a r he 
had v is ite d  th e  B atta lio n s  a n d  fo llow ed  th e ir  career 
th ro u g h  th e  lo n g  years w ith  th e  g rea te s t in te res t. H e  
was n o w  fo llow ing  th e ir  ca ree r  ‘ in  th e  g u ise  o f  th e  
11th P a rac h u te  B a tta lio n .’

“  T h e  d in n e r  w as a conv iv ial affair. S peeches  w ere 
a b r ie f  as possib le , th e  m ajo r p a r t  o f  th e  ev en in g  be ing  
taken  u p  w ith  a n  e n te r ta in m e n t g iven  b y  W ill G a rd n e r  
(com edian  a n d  co m p è re ), M in g  C how  (C h in ese  m agi­
cian), S te p h e n  L a n g  (co m ed ian  a n d  im p ress io n is t) an d  
C yril W e lle r  (p ian ist).

“  ‘A b se n t  F r ie n d s  ’ w as p ro p o se d  b y  th e  ch a irm an  
(C ol. T .  A . H a ll) , ‘ T h e  R e g im e n t a n d  th e  A ssoc ia tion  ’ 
by B rig . E . F . F . B aker, a n d  ‘ T h e  C lu b  ’ b y  M r .  W . A. 
R o b erts .”

T h e  a n n u a l o u tin g  th is  year w ill tak e  place o n  
S unday , J u n e  18, a n d  th e  d e s tin a tio n  is W o rth in g .

F in a l  a rra n g e m e n ts  have b e e n  le ft to  M r. J . R . Bell, 
M .B .E .,  w h o  m ad e  th e  ev e n t su c h  a success las t year.

W e w o u ld  w elcom e an y  new  m em b e rs . A p p lica tio n s  
for m em b e rsh ip  sh o u ld  be  se n t  to  th e  H o n . S ec re ta ry , 
J . R . B ell, E sq ., M .B .E ., 88 H ig h  S tre e t, U x b rid g e . 
A n n u a l su b sc r ip tio n , i s .  6 d . T h e  m o n th ly  m ee tin g s  
a re  n ow  h e ld  a t th e  D r i ll  H a ll, W h ite h a ll  R o a d , U x b rid g e , 
o n  th e  f irs t M o n d a y  in  each  m o n th  a t  7 .45  p .m . in  lieu  
o f  th e  f irst W ed n esd ay  in  each  m o n th  as h e re to fo re .

2 7th R EU N IO N
39 C y p ru s  A v en u e , 

F in c h le y , N .3 .
M a rch  8 , 1950.

D e a r  M a jo r  C lark ,
W ith  re feren ce  to  th e  2 /7 th  R e u n io n  w h ic h  yo u  

k in d ly  m en tio n ed  in  th e  las t issu e  o f  T he  D ie -H ards, 
th e  d a te  has h a d  to  b e  ch a n g ed  f ro m  O c to b e r  7 to  
F r id a y , S e p tem b e r  29, 1950.

I t  w o u ld  be  ap p re c ia te d  if  y o u  w o u ld  b e  k in d  e n o u g h  
to  m en tio n  th is  change  in  th e  n e x t ed itio n  o f  th e  Jo u rn a l.

Y o u rs  fa ith fu lly ,
R . E . R o bo th am .

-  TO OUR READERS
C o n sid e ra b le  in co n v e n ie n ce  is ca u se d  to  b o th  
th e  E d i to r  a n d  to  th e  R e a d e r o w in g  to  th e  
fac t th a t  ch an g es  o f  a d d resses  a re  n o t n o tif ied  
a t once . I f  y o u  c h an g e  y o u r  a d d re s s  p lease  
le t u s  k n o w  a n d  so  be  su re  o f  rec e iv in g  y o u r  

  J o u rn a l  reg u la rly
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n t h  B A T T A L IO N  T H E  P A R A C H U T E  
R E G I M E N T  ( M I D D L E S E X )  ( T .A .)

I n  t h e  la s t few  w eeks w e h ave  le a rn e d  t h a t  o u r  B rigade  
C o m m a n d e r ,  B rig . J . M . K . S p u rlin g , D .S .O .,  is leav ing  
to  tak e  u p  th e  a p p o in tm e n t as  C o m m a n d a n t o f  T a c tic a l 
S ch o o l. W e  a re  g ra te fu l to  h im  fo r all h e  h as  d o n e  for 
o u r  U n i t ,  a n d  i n  p a r t ic u la r  fo r  th e  o u ts ta n d in g ly  su ccess­
fu l ex erc ises  a n d  T E W T S  th a t  h e  a rra n g e d  in  c o n ju n c ­
t io n  w ith  th e  R .A .F . a n d  R o y a l M a rin e s . W e  w ish  h im  
lu ck  in  h is  n e w  a p p o in tm e n t a n d  a t  th e  sam e tim e  
w e lco m e  in  h is  p lace  B rig . J . A . H o p w o o d , D .S .O .

U n t i l  re c e n tly  re c ru it in g  h as  b e e n  v e ry  slow , a n d  
n e w  e n lis tm e n ts  b a re ly  c o v e re d  th e  n o rm a l w astage . 
H o w e v e r, in  th e  la s t  few  m o n th s  w e a re  p lea se d  to  
r e p o r t  q u ite  a la rg e  in crease  in  all C o m p an ies . W e a re  
a lso  a llo w ed  n o w  to  re c ru it  p e rso n n e l o f  lo w e r m ed ic a l 
ca teg o rie s  fo r  a d m in is tra tiv e  d u tie s . T h is  in c lu d e s  th e  
B a n d , w h ic h  w e  a re  n o w  in  th e  p ro cess  o f  fo rm in g . 
D r u m  M a jo r  W ales , w h o  w as in  c h a rg e  o f  th e  D ru m s  
o f  th e  2 /8 th  B a tta lio n  T h e  M id d le sex  R e g im e n t ( la te r  th e  
i s t  B a tta lio n ) , h as  n o w  e n lis te d  ag a in  a n d  o u r  D ru m s , 
u n d e r  h im , a re  d o in g  v e ry  w ell.

C a m p  th is  y e a r  is  to  b e  h e ld  a t B ra u n to n , S o m e rse t, 
w h ic h  is a  v e ry  p o p u la r  cho ice . T h e  la s t tw o  y ea rs  w e 
h av e  b e e n  a ro u n d  S a lisb u ry  a n d  w e  w elcom e th e  ch an ce  
to  b e  b y  th e  sea.

O u r  f irs t  w e e k -e n d  fo r  ju m p in g , o n  A p ril  2 2 -2 3 , w as 
h e ld  u p  o n  a c c o u n t o f  b a d  w in d  co n d itio n s , w h ic h  w as 
u n fo r tu n a te , as S u n d a y  w as a rra n g e d  as a fam ilie s’ day  
a n d  m esses  a n d  c a n te e n s  h a d  b e e n  s e t u p  b y  th e  d ro p p in g  
z o n e  in  B u sh e y  P ark .

T h e  A n n u a l  R ifle  a n d  W e ap o n  T ra in in g  I n te r ­
c o m p a n y  C o m p e ti tio n  w as h e ld  th is  y e a r  o n  A p ril  1 a t 
H y th e . D e s p ite  th e  u su a l w in d  a n d  ra in , k een  co m ­
p e ti t io n  w as sh o w n  b y  all C o m p an ies . T h e  D iv isio n a l 
C o m m a n d e r , M a j.-G e n . G .  W . L a th b u ry ,  D .S .O .,  
M .B .E .,  p re s e n te d  th e  p rizes .

A s w e  s ta r t  so  w e  fin ish  w ith  a  h a il  a n d  farew ell. 
P e te r  B a tes, A d ju ta n t  o f  th e  B a tta lio n  s in ce  th e  o ld  8 th  
M id d le sex  w as re - fo rm e d  as th e  n t h  P a ra c h u te  o n  
M a y  1, 1947, h as  n o w  le f t u s  to  b e c o m e  a n  In s t ru c to r  
o f  th e  N .C .O .s ’ W in g , W a rm in s te r . A t n o  tim e  d id  
h e  sp a re  h im se lf , a n d  m u c h  c re d it  is  d u e  to  h im  fo r  th e  
p ro g re ss  w e h av e  m a d e  in  th e  f irs t th re e  y ea rs  o f  th e  
B a tta l io n ’s ex istence .

A  farew ell p a r ty  w as h e ld  in  th e  O fficers’ M ess  p r io r  
to  h is  d e p a r tu re , w h e n  h e  w as p re s e n te d  w ith  a s ilv er 
m in ia tu re  p a ra c h u tis t .  W e tak e  th is  o p p o r tu n i ty  o f  
w ish in g  b o th  h e  a n d  h is  w ife  P am ela  th e  v e ry  b e s t  o f  
lu ck  fo r  th e  fu tu re .

I n  h is  p lace  w e w elco m e I a n  T a y lo r ,  w h o  h as  e x p e ri­
en ce  as a n  A d ju ta n t  w ith  a reg u la r  b a tta lio n  a n d  w h o  
has a lre a d y  se ttle d  d o w n  to  th e  h u n d re d  a n d  o n e  d u tie s  
o f  a  T .A . A d ju tan t.

9  D e v o n sh ire  C re sce n t,
M ill  H il l ,  N .W .7 .

T h e  S ec re ta ry ,
M id d le sex  R eg im e n ta l A ssoc ia tion .

D e a r  S ir,
I  a m  so rry  to  d e lay  y o u r  re q u e s t  re le t te r  f ro m  M o n s . 

I  a m  in  c o m m u n ica tio n  w ith  C h u m s  o f  o u r  A sso c ia tio n ,

fa r d i

th e  O ld  C o n te m p tib le s ,  in  Y p re s , a n d  it  is o u r  duty  to  
le t  o u r  b ran c h e s  k n o w  o f  an y  d e a th s  o f  o u r  Chums. 
I  w ro te  to  th e  B u rg o m aste r  o f  M o n s  a n d  to ld  h im  of 
o u r  la te  C h u m  C a r te r ,  w h o  w as th e  f irs t sen try  to  be 
p o s te d  in  M o n s . I  a lso  h av e  a p e rso n a l f r ie n d  w ho lives 
in  N im e s , a n d  w h o  I  u su a lly  see a t  o u r  an n u a l parades, 
S t. P a u l’s a n d  W h ite h a ll . H e  to ld  m e  to  w rite  to  the 
B u rg o m as te r , h e n c e  th e  l e t te r  en c lo sed  f ro m  the 
M a n a g e r  o f  th e  M o n s  M u seu m .

C a n  y o u  le t  m e  k n o w  th e  ad d re ss  o f  o u r  late  Colonel, 
C o l. H u ll ,  a n d  C a p t. G lass, “  D  ”  C o m p a n y , so I  can 
g e t in  to u c h  w ith  th e m  in  o rd e r  th a t  I  can  let M r. 
G eo rg es  L ic o p e  h ave  n ew s  re g a rd in g  a req u e s t for the 
4 th  M id d le sex  M e m o ria l as p e r  le t te r  enclosed .

Y o u rs  fa ith fu lly ,
A . J . M a t t h ew s , M .M . 

(la te  4 th  B atta lion).

H o te l  d e  V ille ,
M o n s , B elg ium .

December 30, 1949.
W a r  M u se u m .

T o  M r. A . J . M a tth e w s ,
L a te  4 th  M id d le sex ,

9 , D e v o n sh ire  C re sce n t,
M ill  H ill, L o n d o n , N .W .

D e a r  S ir,
I  w as p lea se d  to  re a d  th e  le t te r  y o u  se n t recendy  to 

M r .  M a is tr ia u , B u rg o m aste r  o f  M o n s , a n d  so rry  to  hear 
a b o u t  th e  d e a th  o f  P te . S . F . C a r te r ,  “  th e  f irst sentry 
a t  M o n s .”

I  w as a  b o y  o f  14 in  1914, a n d , b e in g  o n  holidays, 
I  w as v e ry  in te re s te d  to  see  B r i tish  a n d  S c o ttish  soldiers 
n e a r  m y  h o m e. M y  k n o w led g e  o f  y o u r  language was 
th e n  v e ry  p o o r , b u t  I  h a d  le a rn e d  E n g lish  a t  school in 
M o n s  C o lleg e  d u r in g  o n e  y ea r, a n d  I  w as very  proud 
to  a c t as in te rp re te r  b e tw e en  B r iu sh  so ld ie rs  and  my 
n e ig h b o u rs .

I  w as th e re  w h e n , a b o u t  5 p .m . o n  A u g u s t 22, 1914* 
M r .  L e  B o n , e n g in e e r a t  M o n s , to o k  a p ic tu re  o f  Carter 
tak in g  th e  g u a rd  a t  “  L a  B ascu le ,”  a sp o t situated  
m iles  east o f  th e  c e n tre  o f  M o n s , a t  th e  crossw ay of 
th e  m a in  ro ad s  M o n s -B in c h e -C h a rle ro i an d  M ons- 
G iv ry -B ea u m o n t. I  p re se n te d  to  h im  som e plums 
a n d  g rap e s , ju s t  r ip e  th e n ,  f ro m  h o m e , a n d  I  rem em ber 
v e ry  w ell th a t  I  sa id  to  h im  “  T h is  is fo r  y o u .”  This 
w as v e ry  easy  fo r m e  to  sa y ; it  w as n o t  to o  complicated.

T h o s e  e v en ts  a re  v e ry  fa r  aw ay, n o w , b u t  n o t for 
th o se  w ho— as m e— w ere  th ere .

O n e  am o n g  m y  m o s t  ac cu ra te  so u v en irs  is to  have 
seen  a n d  h e a rd  fo r  th e  f irs t  t im e  in  m y  life th e  pipes 
a n d  d ru m s  o f  th e  i s t  B a tta lio n  T h e  G o rd o n  H ighlanders, 
p a ss in g  a t  “  B ascu le  ”  tw o  o r  th re e  h o u rs  la te r, just at 
su n se t  o f  th a t  d ay , a n d  g o in g  to  tak e  th e ir  positions on 
th e  h ig h es t h illo ck  in  th e  reg io n , ca lled  “  B o is-la -H au t, 
on  w h ic h  w ere  se ttle d  th e  H .Q . o f  th e  8 th  D oran  s 
B rig ad e . T h e  fo llow ing  d ay , a b o u t 8 a .m ., w e heard, 
d u e  n o r th ,  a lo n g  th e  can a l b e tw e en  N im y  a n d  O bourg 
v illages, th e  f irs t  sh o ts  e x c h an g e d  b e tw e en  th e  m en 0 
y o u r  4 th  M id d le sex  a n d  th e  o u tp o sts  o f  th e  IX t 
G e rm a n  C o rp s  (8 5 th  a n d  31 st In fa n try  Regim ents). 
“  B ascu le  ”  w as th e n  h e ld  b y  a C o m p a n y — or 
th e  2 n d  B a tta lio n  T h e  R oyal I r is h  R e g im e n t (disbande

now) u n til  m id n ig h t,  d e sp ite  th e  severe  sh e lling  o f  th a t  
very im p o r ta n t  crossw ay  d u r in g  th e  w ho le  a fte rn o o n  
o f th a t  “  fa te fu l S u n d a y .”  M a jo r  M aid lo w  o f  th e  4 0 th  
G ro u p  o f  R .F .A . (6 th , 2 3 rd  a n d  4 9 th  B atteries) was 
m o rta lly  w o u n d e d  b y  th e  b u rs tin g  o f  a G e rm a n  sh rap n e l 
some 200 y a rd s  f ro m  hom e.

I  a m  n o w  firs t a s sis tan t to  M o n s  T o w n  C lerk , P riv a te  
S ecre ta ry  to  th e  B u rg o m aste r  a n d  fo u n d er-m a n a g e r o f  
the M o n s  W a r  M u se u m , w h ich  I  c rea ted  in  1930. 
A ided  b y  a f r ie n d , M r. P ep in , I  reso lved  to  rem e m b e r 
those fa r-o ff  ev en ts , a n d  n ow  w e cou ld  secu re  so m an y  
souvenirs th a t  w e  can  c o n sid e r as a m a tte r  o f  fac t th a t  
the B ritish  e x h ib its  o f  th e  M o n s  W ar M u seu m  a re  m o re  
nu m ero u s a n d  m o re  vale able th a n  th o se  o f  th e  M u seu m s 
of P a ris  o r  ev en  B russels. H e re w ith  enclosed  y o u  m ay  
see a p ic tu re  o f  th e  B ritish  sectio n , rem e m b e rin g  th e  
battle o f  M o n s  o f  A u g u s t 23 , 1914. W e have n o w  26 
B ritish  R eg im e n ta l d ru m s , a n d  am o n g  th e m  tw o  sid e - 
drum s o f  y o u r  o ld  4 th  M id d lesex , fo u n d  o n  th e  b a ttle ­
field c lose b y  th e  M o n s  cem e tery  a n d  th e  S ta te  A sy lum  
for in sa n e  w o m en , w h ic h  w as b u rn e d  b y  G e rm a n s  in  
the a fte rn o o n  o f  th a t  day.

A P P E A L
As fro m  H e a d q u a r te rs ,

B ritish  T ro o p s  in  E g y p t,
M id d le  E a s t L a n d  F o rces , 14.

-r . M a rch  9 ,1 9 5 0 .
To th e  E d ito r ,  yi

T h e  D ie -H a rds .
D ear S ir,

I  h ave  b e e n  a p p ro a c h e d  b y  th e  D .C .G . a t  th e  W ar

Office, th ro u g h  o u r  S .C .F . (C h u rc h  o f  S co tlan d ), to  ask 
if  I w o u ld  t ry  a n d  g e t th e  en c lo sed  n o tice  reg a rd in g  th e  
N a z a re th  H o sp ita l p u t  in to  o u r  R eg im en ta l M ag azin e .

I  k n o w  w ell o f  th e  goo d  w o rk  th e  H o sp ita l d id  for 
th e  tro o p s  in  P a les tin e . I t  k e p t  o p e n  h o u se  a lw ays for 
an y  officer o r  so ld ie r, a n d  i t  is  m o re  th a n  likely  th a t, 
d u r in g  m y  p e rio d  o f  c o m m a n d , w h e n  th e  2 n d  B atta lio n  
w ere  s ta tio n e d  in  th e  A c re  S u b -D is tr ic t ,  a n u m b e r  o f  
o u r  m en  rece iv ed  h o sp ita lity  f ro m  D r . B a th g a te  an d  
h is w illing  b a n d  o f  h e lp ers . I  be lieve  th a t  D r . B a th g a te ’s is 
still a  n am e  to  co n ju re  w ith  in  P a les tin e  a n d  T ra n s jo rd a n .

I  w o u ld  be  very  g ra te fu l i f  y o u  w o u ld  b e  goo d  e n o u g h  
to  h av e  th e  n o tice  p u b lish e d  in  th e  n e x t  issu e  o f  th e  
Jo u rn a l.

Y o u rs  fa ith fu lly ,
F .  W a ld en , C o lone l.

T H E  N A Z A R E T H  H O S P I T A L  
D o  any  o f  y o u  w h o  se rv ed  in  P a les tin e  re m e m b e r  th e  

N a z a re th  H o sp ita l o f  th e  E d in b u rg h  M ed ica l M iss io n ary  
S o c ie ty ?  R ig h t th ro u g h  th e  w a r  years a n d  d u r in g  th e  
tro u b le s  w h ich  fo llo w ed , D r . B a th g a te  k e p t  o p e n  h o u se  
fo r  so ld ie rs , o f  w h o m  y o u  m ay  have b een  one . P rices 
in  Israe l h ave  n o w  rise n  to  su c h  h e ig h ts  th a t  th e  u p k eep  
o f  th e  H o sp ita l is  b eco m in g  in creasin g ly  difficu lt. T h e  
H o sp ita l n eed s  h e lp  to  c a rry  o n  its  M e d ic a l w ork  
am o n g  th e  A rab s . W ill y o u  h e lp  ? I f  y o u  can , p lease  
se n d  a g ift  to  th e

O r g a n is in g  Secretary ,
E .M .M .S . ,

56 G e o rg e  S q u a re ,
E d in b u rg h  8.

M O N S  W A R  M U S E U M
4 th  B a tta lio n  S id e  D rum  {centre d rum , top o f  p icture)

B R I T I S H  S E C T I O N  
4 th  B a tta lio n  R eg im en ta l Badges {top le ft  cases).
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E X T R A C T S  F R O M  A  M IL IT IA  E N S IG N ’ S  
O R D E R L Y  BO O K , 1760-61

( W e  are indebted to L t .-C o l.  S .  W . C ranfie ld , T .D . ,  fo r  
the  fo llozcing notes which w ill  be o f  in terest to  students  

o f  M ilita r y  H is to ry  an d  customs.)

S id e lig h ts  o n  th e  t ra in in g  m o v em e n ts  o f  a  M ilitia  
R e g im e n t a re  d isc lo sed  in  th e  p ag es  o f  th e  above , w h ic h , 
a f te r  a n  in te rv a l o f  u p w a rd s  o f  200  y e a rs , h a s  fo u n d  its  
w ay  f ro m  th e  L ib ra ry  o f  a  V ica rag e  in  K e n t  b ack  to  
th e  Y o rk sh ire  A rch aeo lo g ica l S ociety .

T h e  a u th o r ’s  R e g im e n t a p p e a rs  to  h av e  b e e n  ra ise d  
o r  e m b o d ie d  w ith  m an y  o th e rs  to  m ee t a  N a tio n a l  
E m e rg e n c y  (w e w ere  a t  w a r  w ith  F ra n c e  a n d  m ilita ry  
o p e ra tio n s  w e re  b e in g  c a rr ie d  o n  in  In d ia ,  C a n a d a  a n d  
th e  M e d ite rra n e a n )  a n d  w as co m m a n d e d  a t  o n e  tim e  
b y  L t .-C o l .  F in c h e s  a n d  a t  a n o th e r  b y  L t .-C o l .  V isc o u n t 
D o w n e s . I t  is  n o t  re fe r re d  to  e ith e r  b y  a n u m b e r  o r  a 
T e r r i to r ia l  d es ig n a tio n , th e  c u s to m  a t  th e  tim e  b e in g  to  
id e n tify  a  n e w  R e g im e n t b y  th e  n a m e  o f  its  C o lo n el. 
T h e  w o rd  “  R e g im e n t ”  w as u se d  w h e re  n o w  “  B at­
ta lio n  ”  w o u ld  b e  m o re  u su a l. T h e re  is n o  re fe ren c e  to  
re c ru it in g  in  th e  book . P i t t ’s  M ilitia  A c t o f  1757 gave 
L o r d  L ie u te n a n ts ,  a ss is te d  b y  Ju s tic e s  o f  th e  P eace, 
th e  n ecessary  p o w ers  to  ra ise  re c ru its  b y  b a llo t w ith  a 
se rv ice  lia b ility  lim ite d  fo r  a  de fin ite  p e rio d  a n d  fo r 
h o m e  se rv ice  o n ly , a n d  th e  d ifficu lties ex p e rie n ce d  w h e n  
ra is in g  re c ru its  fo r  se rv ice  a b ro a d  in  th e  A rm y  a n d  N a v y  
d id  n o t  a rise . T h e s e  lim ita tio n s  a re  re flec ted  in  th e  
d u tie s  c a rr ie d  o u t  b y  th e  R e g im e n t to  w h ic h  th e  E n s ig n  
b e lo n g e d , w h ic h  w as e m p lo y ed  in  g a rr iso n  d u tie s  a n d  
fo r  fu rn is h in g  e sco rts  fo r  F re n c h  P .O .W .s  m arc h in g  
f ro m  Y o rk  to  W in c h e s te r .

O f  th e  s tre n g th  o r  e s ta b lish m en t o f  th e  R e g im e n t n o  
d e fin ite  in fo rm a tio n  is  g iv en , b u t  m e n tio n  is m ad e  o f  six 
C o m p a n ie s  a n d  tw o  G re n a d ie r  C o m p a n ie s  o rg an ise d  in  
tw o  D iv is io n s . T h e  s tre n g th  o f  a  C o m p a n y  is g iv en  a t 
o n e  p e rio d  as 57 P r iv a te  M e n  w ith  D ru m m e rs ,  F ife rs , 
C o rp o ra ls , S e rg ea n ts  ( in c lu d in g  a  P a y m as te r  Sergeant^, 
a n d  a  T a ilo r ,  f o u r  E n s ig n s , tw o  L ie u te n a n ts ,  co m ­
m a n d e d  b y  a  C a p ta in  w h o  w as resp o n s ib le  fo r  th e  pay  
a n d  re p a ir  o f  c lo th in g  o f  h is  m e n . T h e  C o m p a n y  w as 
o rg an ise d  in  h a lf-C o m p an ie s  a n d  P la to o n s . N o  re fe ren ce  
is  m ad e  to  B u g le rs , o r  B ug le  C alls , D ru m m e rs  b e a t 
R ev e ille , “  T ra v a lle ,”  R e tre a t  a n d  T a t to o .  T ro o p  a n d  
G e n e ra l B e a tin g  fo r  P a rad e s  a n d  th e  “ A la rm  ”  w as 
so u n d e d  b y  D r u m  b ea t. O rd e rs  w ere  rea d  o u t  to  th e  
m e n  a t  R eveille  a n d  T a t to o  w h e n  th e  R o ll w as called . 
G o o d  c o n d u c t  w as r e w a rd e d  b y  a llo w in g  m e n  to  c a rry  
o n  c iv ilian  e m p lo y m en t. T h e  p u n ish m e n ts  w ere  th o se  
in flic te d  in  reg u la r  u n its .  F lo g g in g , h o w ev er, ap p ears  
to  h ave  b e e n  ra re ly  c a rr ie d  o u t. N .C .O .s  w ere  re d u c e d  
o r  b ro k e n  b y  th e  C .O .

T h e  a d m in is tra t io n  a n d  d isc ip lin e  o f  th e  R e g im e n t 
ap p e a rs  to  h av e  b e e n  g o o d  a n d  th e re  a p p e a rs  to  h ave  
b een  lit tle  c rim e. P o a c h in g , co ck -fig h tin g , d ru n k en n e ss , 
gam in g  a n d  m a lin g e rin g  a re  m en tio n e d , a n d  th e  u su a l 
p u n ish m e n ts  in c lu d e d  co n fin e m e n t in  w h a t w as ca lled  
a  “  b lack  ho le  ”  fo r  a  d ay  o r  tw o  w ith  a d ie t  o f  b re a d  
a n d  w a te r, e x tra  d rills  a n d  g u a rd s , s to p p a g e  o f  fu rlo u g h  
a n d  s to p p a g e  o f  p a y  w h ic h  w as g iv en  to  th e  sick  m en

fa r d i

o f  th e  C o m p a n y . A ll p u n ish m e n ts  h a d  to  b e  rep o rted  to 
th e  C .O . a n d  o n ly  a lim ite d  n u m b e r  o f  m en  were 
a llo w ed  fu rlo u g h  a t  o n e  tim e . M a n y  o f  th e  m en  were 
ill ite ra te  a n d  th e  sp e llin g  o f  th e  o rd e r  b ook  includes the 
fo llo w in g  p ecu lia ritie s  a m o n g  o th e rs :  H a ts  are  spelt 
“  h a tts ,”  d isc re tio n  “  d isc re ss io n ,”  ca rriag es  “  carriges,” 
sa ilo rs “  s a lo rs ,”  h in d ra n c e  “  h in d e re n c e ,”  occasion 
“  o c c a tio n .”

T h e  m e n  w ere  a rm e d  w ith  f ire locks, th e  Sergeants 
c a rr ie d  h a lb e rd s , a n d  th e  officers E sp o n tro o n s , an d  were 
ex e rc ised  w ith  th ese  w eap o n s. M u c h  a tte n tio n  was 
g iv en  to  th e  p ro p e r  f ix in g  o f  flin ts  in  to u c h  holes and 
th e  c lean lin ess  o f  th e  la tte r . W o o d  w as u sed  as a 
s u b s ti tu te  fo r  flin ts  fo r  a im in g  d r ill  a n d  th e  flank  m en  of 
th e  C o m p a n y  w ere  alw ays p ick e d  m e n . O n ly  one 
re fe ren c e  is m ad e  to  f ir in g  live  a m m u n itio n , w h ich  was 
c a rr ie d  o u t  b y  th e  B a tta lio n  f ir in g  five ro u n d s  a t a mark. 
A m m u n itio n  w as issu e d  to  m e n  o n  g u a rd .

A  g o o d  d ea l o f  a tte n tio n  w as p a id  to  d re ss , an d  hair 
w as p o w d e re d  a n d  t ie d , h a ts  c o ck ed , slings, belts, 
p o u c h e s , s tick s , r ib b o n s , lace  o n  h a ts  a n d  spatter 
d ash es  a re  re fe r re d  to . T h e  D r u m m ers a n d  G renadiers 
w o re  w ings a n d  r e d  s ticks. C o m p lim en ts  w ere  paid  to 
t h e  C .O . b y  th e  G u a rd  tu rn in g  o u t  o n ce  a day with 
“  r e s te d  a rm s  ”  a n d  to  th e  M a jo r  w ith  “  shouldered 
a rm s .”  D u r in g  h is  ab sen ce  th e  M a jo r  w as p a id  the 
sam e  co m p lim e n ts  as th o se  g iv en  to  th e  C .O .

T h e  O fficer o f  th e  G u a rd  (a  p ic k e t g u a rd  is m en­
t io n e d , com m a n d e d  b y  a  C a p ta in , a n d  a  g u a rd  over the 
R e g im e n ta l co lo u rs  is reco rd e d )  h a n d e d  o v er duplicate 
re p o r ts  to  th e  C .O . a n d  M a jo r  a n d  gave th e m  th e  parole.

T h e  R e g im e n t w as s ta tio n e d  in  th e  co u rse  o f  a year 
o r  so  a t S ca rb o ro u g h , Y o rk , P o n te fra c t, W akefield, 
L e e d s  a n d  D u rh a m . A t  S c a rb o ro u g h  th e  troops 
o cc u p ie d  a  fo r t  w h e re  se n tr ie s  w e re  w a rn e d  to  be 
v ig ila n t in  lo o k in g  o u t  fo r  th e  e n e m y  a tte m p tin g  to  land.

C ry in g  d o w n  c re d it  w as c a rr ie d  o u t  b y  th e  Regi­
m e n ta l  S e rg ea n t D ru m m e r  a t a ll s ta tio n s . O n  the 
m a rc h  som e tro u b le s  w ere  e x p e rie n ce d  w ith  pike 
k eep ers  try in g  to  levy  to ll  o n  th e  baggage waggons 
w h ic h  c a rr ie d  sick  m en  a n d  o th e rs  u n a b le  to  march. 
T h e  K in g ’s C o ro n a tio n  a n d  B ir th d a y  a n d  victories 
w ere  su ita b ly  o b se rv ed , a lso  a day  o f  “  fas tin g  and 
h u m ilia tio n .”

T h e  ra te s  o f  p a y  p rev a ilin g  w ere  as fo llow s: Private 
m e n  8 d . a  d ay , D r u m m ers  io d . ,  S e rg ea n ts  i s . ,  Ensigns 
3s ., L ie u te n a n ts  3s. 6 d ., C a p ta in s  7s. T h e  m en  appear 
to  h ave  b e e n  b ille te d  w ith  o r  w ith o u t  su b sis ten ce  where 
p o ss ib le  in  in n s . T h e y  w e re  alw ays e n ti t le d  to  th e  use of 
a  fire , sa lt  u ten s ils  fo r  p re p a r in g  a n d  cook ing  food and 
five p in ts  o f  sm a ll b e e r  a day . M e n  w ere  frequently 
c a u tio n e d  n o t  to  e a t to o  m u c h  fish.

W ith  th e  a u th o r  o f  th e  b o o k  a n d  various officers 
m en tio n ed  b y  n am e  ( th e  fo llow ing  n am es o f  officers 
a p p e a r  in  th e  O rd e r  B o o k : L is te r ,  F re e m a n , Hewitt, 
W o o d y ear, B r ig h t, C o o k e , S h ille ts , H aw ley , M iddleton, 
K e n t,  G ill, W a tso n , D av ies  a n d  B ow er) i t  sho u ld  not 
b e  d ifficu lt to  id e n tify  th e  R e g im e n t a n d  n o  d o u b t before 
lo n g  a m o re  d e ta ile d  a c c o u n t o f  th e  h is to ry  will be 
c o m p iled , p e rh a p s  b y  o n e  o f  th e i r  d escen d an ts, front 
s im ila r  reco rd s .

•  S U P P O R T  T H E  A D V E R T I S E R S  W H O  S U P P O R T  Y O U  #
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O F F I C E R S  L I S T — R e g u l a r  A r m v

R a n k  and  N am e  
Col. W. H. V. Jones, C.B.E., O.B.E. .. 
Col. F. Walden

CoL J. G. E. Reid ...........................
Lt.-Col. M. Crawford, D.S.O.
Lt.-Col. A. M. Man, O.B.E......................
Lt.-CoL J. R. B. Worton 
Major M. A. Jacob

Lt.-Col. L. H. J. de la M. Herepath

Major P. D. £f. Powell

Lt.-Col. A. E. Green, D.S.O., O.B.E.

Major R. W. D. Sword, M.C.

Major H. .Marsh 
Major F. B. Whiting

Lt.-Col. G. P. L. Weston, D.S.O., O.B.E. 
Major R. A. Gwyn

Major R. C. H. B e U ers ...........................
Major G. Lerwill 
Major J. E. F. Willoughby 
Major G. O. Porter

Major T. W. Chattey 
Major A. J. S. de S. Clayton
Major W. P. M. Allen, M.C.....................
Major J. W. G. Onniston

Major A. G. Hewitt, M.C.

Major C. M. M. Man, M.C......................
Major G. B. A yre..
Major H. M. F. Langley

Major J. G. Chiverall 
Major G. C. Dawson 
Major P. D. H. Marshall

Major I. H. Battye, M.B.E.
Major D. C~ L. Nolda
Major A. R. Waller, M.C..........................

Capt. R. K. B. Allott, M.C.......................
Capt. F. J. Bennett 
Major J. W. Doyle, M.C.
Major E. F. Thompson, M.C. ..
Major I. R. Burrows, M.B.E.
Major P. Collins 
Capt. P. L. Crutchfield

Capt. H. N. McL. Martin 
Major P. L. Pearce Gould 
Capt. R. D. Hutchings 
Capt. D. Sax
Capt. G. K e n t .......................................
Major D. B. Rendell, M.B.E., M.C. . . 
Capt. C. N. Qayden 
Capt. S. E. Honess
Capt. E. A. H. J e ffc o a t ...........................

Capt. P. W. Galvin 

Capt. J. B. Matthews

Capt. M. F. Leonard 
Major J. N . Shipster, D.S.O. 
Capt. A. D. C. Eales

Capt. C . H. Mieville, M.C. 
Capt. P. G. V. Bellers 
Capt. W. E. W. Morton ..

Capt. J. de Gaye

Capt. K. J. Carter 
Lt. J. S. C. Flavell 
Ct. B. A. M. Pielow 
Lt. A. N. Jordan 
Capt. H. J. A. Moore 
Ct. R. A. Hodge . .
2 Lt. J. C. BucknaU 
2 Lt. H. J. Evans 
2,Lt. G. G. Norton

Appointm ent 

Inspector of Trooping

Commandant 
Officer Commanding 
Labour Directorate 
D.A.Q.M.G.

A.Q.M.G..................

Officer Commanding

A.A.G. .......................
Second-in-Command

O.C. Depot
G.S.O.i East Anglian District 

Camp Commandant 

D.A.A. & Q.M.G. (Quartering)

G.S.O.II D.Q., Khartoum

G . S . O . I I ...................................................

G.S.O.II, War Office (M.I.)
Instructor, School of Military Intelligence 
Instructor

Brigade Major 
Instructor ..

G.S.O.II ..  
D.A.A.G. . . 
Brigade Major

Staff Captain

G.S.O.II, War Office (M.I.)

Staff Captain, H.Q., Home Counties Dis­
trict 

Staff Captain
D.A.A.G., War Office (A.G. Branch;
The Staff College, Camberley, Surrey ..

Staff Captain 

Adjutant

A.D.C. to G.O.C., H.Q., Western CoL- 
mand, Chester

Staff Captain (Quartering)

G . S . O . I I ...................................................

Adjutant

G.S.O.III

Adjutant
Company Officer ..

Signal Officer

Address

South-Western HoteL Southampton 
H.Q. British Troops in Egypt and Mediter­

ranean Command, M.E.L.F.
U.N.O., New York.
Royal Pioneer Corps T.C., Chester, 
is t Battalion
H.Q. Rhine Army, B.A.O.R. 1 
Allied Liaison Branch, Bad Salzuflen,

B.A.O.R. 15 
H.Q., United Kingdom Troops in Ceylon.

P.O. Box 532, Colombo 
Lloyds Bank Ltd. (Cox’s & King’s., 6 Pall 

Mall, S.W. 1 
7th Battalion The Middlesex Regiment, 

T.A. Centre, Priory Road, Hornsey, N.8 
6th Battalion The King’s African Rifles, 

Mauritius
H.C., B.T.C., Moore Barracks, Shomcliffe 
Lloyds Bank Ltd. (Cox’s & King’s;, 6 Pail 

Mall, London, S.W.i 
The War Office, A.G. Branch 
ist Battalion The Middlesex Regiment, 

British Army Post Office 1, Hong Kong 
Inglis Barracks, Mill Hill, N.W.~ 
c o East Anglian District, Colchester, Essex 
ist Battalion The Middlesex Regiment 
“ A ” Meäs, H.Q. Nigeria District, Lagos, 

Nigeria
H.Q., F.A.R.E.L.F., Singapore, Malaya 
ist Battalion The Middlesex Regiment 
ist Battalion The Middlesex Regiment
H.Q., British Troops, Khartoum, Sudan, 

M.E.L.F. 4
H.Q., Sierra Leone and Gold Coast Dis­

tricts, Freetown 
23 Rosary Gardens, S.W.7 
Lulworth House, Horam, East Sussex 
7th Signal Training Regiment, Carterick 

Camp
Lloyds Bank L td., 6 Pall Mall, S.W.i
H.Q., Northumbrian District, Darlington 
W.A.S.I.E., Teshi, Accra, Gold Coast, 

West Africa 
R.A.F. Cadet College, Cranwell, Lincs.
G.H.Q., F.A.R-E.L.F., Singapore, Malaya
H.Q., 2 7 th  Brigade, Duke of York’s H.Q., 

Chelsea
H.C.B.T.C., Moore Barracks, Shomcliffe
M.S. Branch, G.H.Q., M .E.UP.
ist Battalion The Middlesex Regiment

2a Endsleigh Gardens, Surbiton, Surrey 
47 Cassiobury Road, Watford, Herts.

Moore Barracks, Shomcliffe, Kent
H.Q., F-A-R-E.L-F. (Q), Hong Kong 
33 Montague Square, W.i 
50 Beechcroft Avenue, Croxley Green, Herts. 
.Military School of Science, Shrivenham 
4 9  Arundel Road, Kingston, Surrey 
ist Battalion The .Middlesex Regiment
H.Q., 28th Infantry Brigade, Hong Kong

7th Battalion The .Middlesex Regiment, 
Drill Hall, Priory Road, Hornsey, N.8 

Sierre Leone Regiment, Sierre Leone, 
West Africa

15 Pembroke Hall, Mulberry Close, Hendon, 
N.W .4

H.Q., Southern Command, Salisbury, Wilts, 
ist Battalion The .Middlesex Regiment
H.Q., British Troops, Khartoum, Sudan, 

M.E.L.F. 4 
ist Battalion The .Middlesex Regiment 
2 6  Gurkha Rifles
London University, Imperial House, South 

Kensington, S.W.7 
Western Union Defence Organisation, 36 

Whitehall, S.W.i 
is t Battalion The Middlesex Regiment 

do. 
do.

ist Battalion The Middlesex Regiment

ist Battalion The Middlesex Regiment 
do. 
do.
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R a n k  and  N a m e Appointm ent Address

2/L t. B. H. M a r c i a n d i ........................................ ........  ls t Battalion The Middlesex Regiment
2/Lt. C. L. L a w r e n c e ............................................................................................  . '
2/Lt. D. A. S. Wollocombe ...........................  ........
2/Lt. S. H. F o t h e r g i l l ............................................................................................   ao-

QUARTERM ASTERS
• U t ; \ a r  -p---------------------------------------------------------------- ------ Depot, Inglis Barracks, Mill Hill, N.W.7

....................................... ........  7th BattaUon The Middlesex Regiment,Major P. F. Newman . . . .  DriU p riory R0ad, Hornsey, N.8
Capt. a  A. M. Trestain, M.B.E......................... ........  Ist BattaUon

L IS T  O F SH O R T  S E R V IC E  C O M M IS S IO N S
R a n k  and  N a m e Appointm ent Address

Major E. C. K. Kendall-Sadler. T .D . . .  ------  ” £ £ *  Clearan"  Team> Wirs' “ >

Major C-Cj. I^ohari . .  ...........................  ........  74 Broadfieid Avenue, Edgware
L t.TCoLG  C .D . Scott Lowe . .  ------  •• Fairies,” Chester Road, Little Sutton,
Major E. W. H o l d i n g   . wirraJ’_ cheshire

Major G. W. P. Hodding ...........................  Commandant ...........................  41 L J k S 7  Di™ i0n Batt1'  SCh” 1'

S . " v C | S m , C ,  :: : :  : :  Adjutant . .  . .  . .  Depot, Inglis Barracks, Mill Hill, N.W.7

£??'■ h  ........................................ ........  * 1° D.C.R.E., B.A.O.R. 24Major H. G .W rlde ......................................  ........  Lloyds Bank Ltd. (Cos's & King’s), 6 Pall
Major J. L. Gray ........................................ Mail, S.W.i

5?aiornF - i " , H ? ? aS h .  ¡ C t V ...........................  —  War Office, Officers’ Mess, Woolwich, S.E.18
g ? . : K . s : JS iS p s 'S 'S,M :C- ::  : :  : :  P. and R.T. School _ ...........................  Berlin Sports C e n tre ^ A .O R . a
£?<*• %  o ’ aaym jj ........................................ ........  No. 2 Dog Company, R.M.P., M.E.L.F.
S c A F R p Aeasky "  "  "  ”  "  —  4 , |_G .CL.O . (B.S.E.), 0,0 H.Q., .5 B.O.D.,
, ,  . _  _ . . ___ ____  H.Q., Eastern Command, Hounslow
Major E. C. Morey . .  . .  • • ____ Barclays Bank Ltd., 37 Hill Road, Wimble-
Major R. H. Last ........................................ don;  S.W.I9
_  T _ ______________________________________________________ ____ “ Hoscote,” 99 Offington Avenue, West
Capt. J. Bywaters ........................................  Worthing, Sussex.
. . . ____________________________________________________________ ____ Lloyds Bank Ltd. (Cox’s & King’s), 6 PallMajor E. F. H . E a r l e ........................................  S W l

Capt. R. G. Taylor ........................................  Z Z I
M a)°rC-TE V Rome . .  . • •   Battalion The Middlesex Regiment
Capt. P. J. Livemore, M .L. . . . .  • • ____
Lt. D. H. Tipping ........................................ ........  ........

g p i : f . G . ^ hb“ 5 ::  :: : :  s ^ c w u m  ........................................ H S i d d i 2 S 'm  Conm‘and- Hou“ “” ''

8 $ :  w .?™ g w rie  : : : : : : : :  =  I 7 r . s . d , r . a . s . c 7 b : a . o . r .5
Major E. L. Ellisdon . .  . • • • • • ____ ____
Capt. L. W. Driver ........................................ ........  230 D.C.R.E., B.A.O.R. 3 4
Capt. V. G. Fuller . .  ^  • ____ h  Battalion The Nigeria Regiment
Capt. A. R. Cowan . . - ■ • • Kaduna, Nigeria
Capt. F. V. Symes . .  . - ____
Lt. H. R. T. Butterfield ........................................ ........  ........
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If you have enjoyed reading this issue of “ The Die-Hards, w ill you 

recommend to non-readers of your acquaintance that they should take it in. 

Please support us, in order that we may achieve our ambition, which 

is to publish the finest service magazine— Second to None.
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The C olour P a r ty  a n d  the remainder o f  the B a tta lio n  passing the  saluting base during the 4 0 th  In fa n try  D ivision  Ceremonial
Parade on M a rch  17, 1950

ist B A T T A L IO N  T H E  M ID D L E S E X  R E G IM E N T  
(D.C.O.)

E D IT O R IA L
T h e  B a tta lio n  n o tes  seem  fu lle r  th a n  u su a l a n d  th e re ­

fore th is  e d ito ria l w ill be  sh o rt  an d , w e t ru s t ,  “  sw e e t.”  
To b e  co m p le te ly  tru th fu l ,  a n o th e r  im p o r ta n t  reaso n  
for b rev ity  is th a t  th ese  n o tes  sh o u ld  have b een  w ith  
the E d ito r  som e days ago.

T h e  m o s t im p o r ta n t  ev en ts  o f  th e  q u a r te r  w ere th e  
visits to  th e  B a tta lio n  o f  L t .-G e n .  S ir  R o b e r t  M a n se rg h , 
K .B .E ., C .B ., M .C .,  G .O .C .in -C .,  H o n g  K o n g , in  
January, a n d  o f  M a j.-G e n . C . M . B a rb e r, C .B ., D .S .O .,  
D irector o f  In fa n try  a t  th e  W a r  Office, in  M a rc h , 195°- 
Both th ese  G e n e ra l O fficers to u re d  th e  cam p  a n d  lu n ch e d  
in th e  O fficers’ M ess . T h e y  seem ed  p leased  w ith  w h a t 
they saw .

O n M a rc h  17, 1950, th e  B atta lio n  to o k  p a r t  in  th e  
cerem onial p a ra d e  o f  4 0  In fa n try  D iv isio n  a t  S ek  K o n g , 
which w as fo llo w ed  b y  a n  In sp e c tio n  by  H .E . T h e  
G overnor, S ir  A lex an d er G ra n th a m , K .C .M .G .

W e h av e  sa id  farew ell to  M a jo rs  G . L e rw ill, M .C .,
H. M a rsh , A . E . D .  M ic h e l a n d  P . N ew m an , a n d  C ap t. 
P. F . S m y th , w h o  have re tu rn e d  to  U .K . o n  P y th o n  
Leave, to  C a p t. P . G . V . Bellers o n  seco n d m en t to  
2/6 G u rk h a s , to  2 /L ts .  E . R . d e  B. V are a n d  P . H . 
D enning o n  re lease , to  R .S .M . P . M c L o u g h lin  o n  
Posting to  th e  D e p o t,  a n d  B an d m aste r  L . J . B a rn e tt  o n  
retirem ent. In  ad d itio n , C ap ts . J . S. C . F lav ell an d  
B- C . O sb o rn e  have b een  p o s te d  to  H .Q . 27 In fa n try  
Brigade to  fill S ta ff  ap p o in tm en ts .

O n  th e  o th e r  h a n d , w e have g ree te d  w ith  p leasu re  
th e  a rriv al o f  M a jo r  J . E . F .  W illo u g h b y , C a p t. C . A . 
T re s ta in , M .B .E .,  2 /L t.  D .  N . H a r ro p  a n d  R .S .M . S . 
W elle r, M .M .

W e m u s t  also w elco m e th e  ad v an ce  g u a rd  o f  wives 
a n d  fam ilies. T h e s e  a re  M rs . A . de  S. C lay to n , M rs .
D . B. R en d e ll, M rs . J . N .  S h ip s te r , M rs . P . G . V. 
B ellers, to  w h o m  w e say h a il a n d  farew ell, a n d  M rs . 
J . S. C . F lavell. W e look  fo rw a rd  w ith  g rea t p leasu re  
to  th e  a rr iv a l sh o rtly  o f  th e  n e x t b a tc h , w h o , w e u n d e r ­
s ta n d , w ill in c lu d e  M rs . C . H . M iev ille , M rs . G . C . 
F o rm a n , M rs . R . T a r ra n t  a n d  M rs . P . T im p a n y  a n d  
th e ir  c h ild ren .

T h e  p resen ce  o f  w ives a t R e g im e n ta l fu n c tio n s  adds 
a real f a m i ly  flavour w h ic h  has b e e n  all to o  o ften  a b sen t 
s ince 1939. T h is  a m p ly  rep ay s all th e  w o rrie s , b o th  
financial a n d  d o m estic , w h ic h  h av e  b ese t th e  m ajo rity  
o f  th o se  w h o  h ave  a rr iv ed  o r  a re  a rr iv in g .

O u r  m o s t n o tab le  sp o rtin g  ac h ie v e m e n t has b een  the  
w anning  o f  th e  C o lony  S e v e n -a -s id e  R u g b y  C o m p e titio n . 
T h is  is re p o r te d  m o st fu lly  la te r  o n , b u t  all co n cern ed , 
p a rticu la rly  th e  officer in  ch arg e  o f  R u g b y , 2 L t. J . C . 
B ucknall, d eserve  o u r  h e a rtie s t co n g ra tu la tio n s  o n  a 
m ag n ificen t ach iev em en t. T h is  v ic to ry  p ro v es  w h a t 
d e te rm in a tio n  a n d  e n th u s ia sm  can  achieve a g a in st g rea t 
o dds.

O u r  b o x in g  tea m  also  d id  ex trem ely  w ell in  w in n in g  
th e  B rigade  I n te r -U n it  B ox ing  C o m p e titio n  w ith  ease. 
P te . S a u n d e rs , in  p a rticu la r , f in ish ed  th e  seaso n  w ith  
fly ing  co lours b y  b e in g  ru n n e r -u p  in  th e  fina l o f  th e  
b an tam w eig h t ch am p io n sh ip  o f  F A R E L F . W ell d one!
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T h e  B a tta lio n  m arching p a s t H .E .  T h e  G overnor , S ir  A lexa n d er  G ra n th a m , K .C .M .G . ,  a t  4 0 th  I n fa n try  D i v i s i o n  Ceremotit
P arade held  a t S e k  K ong on M a rc h  17, 1950

O u r  c rick e tin g  s ta r , D m r . J. C u lle n , has p lay ed  
r eg u la rly  fo r  th e  A rm y  X I  a n d  h ead s  th e  C o lo n y  bo w lin g  
averages. H e  excelled  h im se lf  in  h is v e ry  f irs t m a tc h  
b y  tak in g  8 w icke ts fo r  13 ru n s .

“  H .Q .”  C O M P A N Y
S in ce  C h ris tm a s  an y  sp a re  m o m e n ts  th a t  w e have 

b e e n  ab le  to  sp e n d  aw ay f ro m  o u r  v a rio u s  B atta lio n  
em p lo y m en ts  h av e  b e e n  fu lly  o c c u p ie d  w ith  s p o rt. T o  
d a te  th e  b lack  a n d  w h ite  C o m p a n y  p e n n a n t  f lu tte rs  
f ro m  th e  to p  o f  th e  p o le  sh o w in g  th e  C o m p a n y  p o s itio n  
fo r  th e  A lb u h e ra  S h ie ld .

W h a te v e r  th e  s p o r t  m ay  b e  th e re  a re  a lw ays th e  sam e 
o ld  cries f ro m  th e  sp e c ta to rs , “  C om e o n  th e  o ld  ’u n s  ” 
a n d  “  L u c k y  o ld  H .Q .”  E v e n  n ow  th e  o ld  ’u n s —  
R .S .M .S .W e lle r ,  M .M .,  C .S .M . Je n n in g s , D ru m -M a jo r  
H o ld fo rd , S g t. S tre e t, C p l. H y m a s , C p l. H ilk en e , a n d  
th e  “  B a n d it ”  (P te . Jen k in s) a re  m o re  th a n  a  m a tc h  
fo r  m an y  o f  th e  y o u n g er g en e ra tio n .

U n fo r tu n a te ly  th e re  is  n o t en o u g h  sp ace  to  give a fu ll 
a c c o u n t o f  all o u r  ac tiv ities, b u t  a b r ie f  re su m e  o f  each  
s p o rt  is g iv en  below .

H ilk en e , C p l. H y m a s , C p l. P u rd o n , L /C p l. Taylor 
L /C p l.  S im m o n d s , P te . Jo n es  39 , a n d  B d sm . Forsythe!

B o x in g
T h e re  w as a  t re m e n d o u s  a m o u n t o f  e n th u s ia sm  shown 

o v e r th e  in te r -C o m p a n y  b o x in g , w ith  th e  resu lt that 
w e  w o n  th e  sh ie ld . I t  w as a to u g h  fig h t w ith  “  D ” 
C o m p a n y , w h o  w ere  eo u a l w ith  u s  o n  p o in ts, the 
d ec id in g  fac to r b e in g  th e  re s u lt  o f  th e  welterweights. 
P te . Je lly  a n d  L /C p l.  N o b le  w o n  th e  heavy  and  light 
w eig h ts . P te s. H a n sh a w  a n d  C a m p b e ll (A .C .C .) got 
th ro u g h  to  th e  finals in  th e  fe a th e r  a n d  b a n ta m  weights, 
b u t ,  u n fo rtu n a te ly , lo s t a fte r  som e g ood  fighting . We 
h a d  th re e  e n tr ies  fo r  th e  w e lte rw e ig h t ; P tes. Farm er 
a n d  B u tle r  w ere  o u t  o f  th e  ru n n in g  in  th e  prelim inary 
b o u ts ,  leav in g  Sg t. R e d m o n d  to  m ee t 2 L t .  E . R . de B. 
V are  in  th e  final. S g t. R e d m o n d  fo u g h t h a rd  and  well 
b u t  he  c o u ld  n o t  g e t th e  b e tte r  o f  2 /L t.  V are , w ho had 
p le n ty  o f  e x p e rien ce  a n d  a  lo n g er reach .

D rm . R u d d , a fte r  l it tle  t ra in in g , fo u g h t h is  way to 
th e  m id d le w e ig h t final a n d  lo st a fte r  a  g o o d  fight. Pte. 
T h o m a s  lo st in  th e  sem i-final. P te . V o d d e n , ou r only 
l ig h t-h e a v y w e ig h t, g o t a b y e  to  th e  sem i-final, w here he 
p u t  u p  a g am e show , in  sp ite  o f  b e in g  outclassed .

H o c k e y
I n  th e  f irs t ro u n d  w e b e a t “  B  ”  C o m p a n y  5— 0. The 

sem i-fin al ag a in st “  D  ”  C o m p a n y  w as a g rea t match, 
a n d  “  D  ”  C o m p a n y , w h o  h a d  n o t  th e  sam e n um ber of 
e x p e rien ced  p lay e rs , m ad e  u s  f ig h t to  th e  b itte r  end, 
th e  sco re  b e in g  3— o to  “  H .Q .”  C o m p an y . In  the  final 
w e p lay ed  “  S ”  C o m p an y . A t h a lf - tim e  th e  score was 
3— 0 to  u s . T h is  sp u rre d  on  “  S ”  C o m p a n y  to  greater 
e fforts a n d  a fte r  five m in u te s  th e y  h a d  sco red  tw o goals. 
I t  w as n o t u n til  h a lf-w ay  th ro u g h  th e  seco n d  half that

S o c c e r
T h is  d id  n o t  go a t all a cco rd in g  to  p lan . W e g o t  a 

bye  in  th e  f irs t ro u n d , only  to  h av e  te rr if ic  b a ttle s  w ith  
“  C  ”  C o m p a n y  in  th e  seco n d . T h e  f irs t g am e w as 
a b a n d o n e d  a fte r  tw e n ty  m in u te s ’ p lay , d u e  to  heavy  
ra in , w h ic h  m ad e  th e  a irs tr ip  (o u r  fo o tb a ll p itc h )  too  
d an g e ro u s  to  p lay  on . T h e  seco n d  g am e  w as a d raw , 
3— 3, a fte r  ex tra  tim e . T h e  th ird  tim e  w e w ere  u n lu ck y  
a n d  lo st 2— 5. I n  th e  th re e  gam es th a t  w ere  p lay ed  
th e  fo llo w in g  rep re se n te d  th e  C o m p a n y : C .S .M .
Je n n in g s , D ru m -M a jo r  H o ld fo rd , Sg t. S tre e t, C p l.
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iffe se ttle d  d o w n  a n d  sco red  tw o  m o re  goals to  w in  b y  
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Basket B a l l
In  th e  f irs t ro u n d  w e p lay ed  “  D  ” C o m p a n y  a n d  

L 0n  b y  23 p o in ts  to  16. T h e  sem i-final ag a in st “ A ”  
¡Company w as a to u g h  p ro p o sitio n  w h ic h  w e ev en tu a lly  
son b y  th re e  p o in ts , a fte r  e x tra  tim e . T h e  score  w as 
*28— 25.

T h e  final a g a in s t “  B  ”  C o m p an y , a cco rd in g  to  fo rm , 
should h ave  b e e n  a n  easy  gam e, b u t  n o t so ; o u r  team  
took a lo n g  tim e  to  se ttle  d o w n , w ith  th e  re su lt  th a t  
; B ”  w ere  lead in g  8— 6 a t  h a lf- tim e . W ith  o n ly  10 
minutes to  go a n d  th e  lig h t fa ilin g  fas t, B d sm . S tev en s 
and P tes . P a n trin i,  K in g  a n d  In g ra m  se ttle d  d o w n  to  
attack, w ith  th e  re su lt  th a t  w e  w o n  b y  8 p o in ts ,  th e  
score b e in g  16— 8. T h e re  is n o  d o u b t th a t  w ith o u t 
the b a n d  w e w o u ld  have b een  in  a so rry  s ta te . C .S .M . 
Jennings, D ru m -M a jo r  H o ld fo rd , S g t. C u b itt ,  Sgt. 
Redm ond, D rm . K in g , B d sm . S tev en s a n d  P tes. In g ra m , 
Pantrini, D aw so n  a n d  D u n c a n  p lay ed  in  th e  th re e  
games.

T h e  f irs t R eg im e n ta l W eek -e n d  w as h e ld  o n  M a rc h  
18-19. I t  w as a g re e d  th a t  in  th e  p o tte d  sp o rts  an d  
seven-a-side fo o tb a ll th e  C o m p an y  sh o u ld  be  sp lit  in to  
“ G  ”  G ro u p  (B an d , D ru m s  a n d  Signals) a n d  “  Q  ” 
Group ( th e  rem a in d e r).

U n fo r tu n a te ly , d u e  to  a tech n ica l h itc h , o u r  team s 
for th e  sp o rts  w ere  n o t  p ro p e r ly  rep re se n te d , b u t  in  th e  
seven-a-side, “  G  ”  G ro u p  b e a t “  C  ”  C o m p a n y  in  
the final.

In  th e  D iv isio n a l G o lf  C o m p e titio n , p lay ed  over the  
Royal H o n g  K o n g  G o lf  C lu b  co u rse  a t F a n lin g , C p l. 
Briggs (A .C .C .) , B d sm . S m ith  a n d  P te . K ey w o o d  w ith  
Major D . B. R en d e ll, M .B .E ., M .C . (O .C . “ A ”  C o m ­
pany), rep re se n tin g  th e  B a tta lio n , p u t  u p  a very  
creditable p e rfo rm an ce .

P te. C u lle n  h a d  a difficu lt tim e  e s tab lish in g  h is re p u ­
tation as a  b o w ler, b u t  a fte r  several gam es h e  p layed  
regularly fo r  th e  B rig ad e , D iv isio n  a n d  th e  A rm y  in  
Hong K o n g . T h e s e  days h e  co n sid e rs  h e  has h a d  an  
off day  if  h e  g e ts  less th a n  5 w ickets fo r  10 ru n s.

C .S .M . Je n n in g s  rec e n tly  h a d  a v e ry  p lea sa n t tr ip  to  
Singapore a n d  M alay a , p lay in g  ru g g er  fo r  th e  A rm y . 
No so o n er h a d  C .S .M . Jen n in g s  r e tu rn e d  f ro m  S inga­
pore th a n  P te . S au n d ers  w as off, h av in g  b e e n  se lec ted  
to box fo r th e  A rm y . H e  d id  w ell to  b e  ru n n e r -u p  in  
the b a n ta m  w eigh t.

In te l lig e n c e  S e c t io n
Since th e  las t issu e  several ch an g es  have tak e n  place. 

Sgt. K e n r ic k  d e p a rte d  a  m o n th  ago, ra th e r  b e h in d  tim e, 
to be fo llow ed  sh o rtly  a fte rw ard s  b y  P tes. L u c k h u rs t  
and L y e  (“  L u lu  ”  to  h is  fellow  trib e sm e n !) . W e w ho 
remain w o u ld  like  to  offer o u r  b e s t w ishes fo r  th e ir  
future su ccess; w e m iss th e m  all, b u t  m o st o f  all th a t  
“ ghastly  m o u sta c h e .”  S g t. M c G o w an  has d ecam p ed  
to th e  O rd e r ly  R o o m  to  assist th e m  in  co p in g  w ith  th e ir  
day-to-day  w o rries . T h e re  rem a in s  a so m ew h at d e­
pleted “  I  ”  S ec tio n  w h ic h , n ev e rth e le ss , m anages to  
keep its  h e a d  above  th e  p ro v erb ia l w ater.

In  F e b ru a ry  th e  “  I  ”  S ec tio n  cam e in to  its  ow n 
during a sch em e o n  n e a rb y  L a m m a  Is la n d , w h e n  th e

B a tta lio n , th in ly  d isg u ise d  as p ira te s , b e a t o ff  d e te rm in e d  
a ttack s  b y  th e  R o y a l M a rin e s . A p a r t  f ro m  th e ir  in itia l  
w o rk  o f  p re p a ra tio n  fo r  th e  sch em e , th e  “ I ”  S ec tio n  
w as fu lly  em p lo y e d  o n  L a m m a  itse lf, p e rfo rm in g  p ro d i­
g ies o f  la b o u r  in  t ru e  “  c loak  a n d  dag g er ”  m an n e r . 
T h e  e n tire  S ec tio n  en jo y ed  several l it tle  jau n ts  o v er 
L a m m a s’ g en tle  slopes (an  average  o f  600  f t.) , w h ic h  left 
S g t. M c G o w a n  n ea rly  te n  p o u n d s  b e tte r  off. T h e  
sch em e  e n d e d  h ap p ily  fo r  th e  S ec tio n  w h ich , w ith  th e  
ex cep tio n  o f  th e  I .O .,  w h o  “  e scap ed  ’ w ith  th e  C o m ­
m an d in g  O fficer o v e r th e  sam e g en tle  slo p es , was 
“  k illed  ”  d e fe n d in g  B a tta lio n  H .Q . a n d  w ere th u s  
f re e d  f ro m  an y  fu r th e r  active  serv ice  a n d  w ere  ab le  to  
a d jo u rn  to  th e  co o khouse  fo r  a “  c u p p a .”

F re q u e n t  s e cu rity  ch eck s o f  th e  c am p  b y  th e  I .O .,  
a id ed  (o r  s h o u ld  w e say  a b e tte d ? )  b y  S g t. M c G o w an  
a n d  C p l. W ald en , a re  in d ica tiv e  o f  th e  c rim in a l sk ill o f  
th e  sen io r m em b e rs  o f  th e  S ec tio n , a n d  e a rn  u s  th e  
p lau d its  o f  th e  “  g ro u n d lin g s  ”  b u t  th e  o p p ro b riu m  o f  
th e  “ v i s i te d ”  (sh o rt-liv e d , i t  is h o p ed !) .

T h e  “  I  ”  S ec tio n  has en jo y ed  i ts e lf  several tim es 
recen tly  in  su p p ly in g  th e  “  e n e m y  ”  fo r  th e  B atta lio n  
tra in in g  p a tro ls . Sg t. M c G o w a n  m ad e  one  n ig h t  s 
fu n  a ro a rin g  success b y  falling , o r  ra th e r  th ro w in g  
h im se lf, d o w n  a larg e  hole  filled  w ith  som e p a rticu la rly  
f ra g ra n t  p a d d y  w a te r. H is  rem ark s  o n  th is  occasion  
su rp a sse d  even  h is o w n  es tim a tio n  o f  h is  n o to rio u s  
flu en cy  o n  su c h  m atte rs .

P te . B u tle r , w ho  jo in ed  u s  recen tly , b esides tak in g  
o v er P te . L y e ’s d u tie s  w ith  th e  p a in t  b ru sh , has also 
excelled  h im se lf  w ith  p la s te r  a n d  tro w el, h is  pièce de 
résistance b e in g  th e  c e m e n tin g  to  th e  “  I  ”  office w all 
o f  th e  I .O .’s safe. D u r in g  th e  c o n s tru c tio n  o f  th is  
m as te rp iece  th e  I .O . liv ed  in  p e rp e tu a l d a n g e r fro m  
b its  o f  fly ing  bricks a n d  h a lf -d iy  c em en t. P te . Jones 
is  a lread y  th u m b in g  th ro u g h  h is o ld  ad d ress  boo k  in  
an tic ip a tio n  o f  h is  r e tu rn  to  “  E n g la n d  h o m e   ̂ an d  
b e a u ty  ”  v e ry  sh o rtly . A ll th ese  vacancies in  th e  “  I  ”  
S ec tio n  w ill b e  filled b y  n ew  rec ru its  w ith  g ro u p  m e m ­
b e rs  o f  as tro n o m ica l p ro p o rtio n s , w h o  a re  a t th e  m o m e n t 
u n d e rg o in g  a n  “  I  ”  c ad re . T h e  n o rm a l w o rk  o f  th e  
S ec tio n  c o n tin u es  a n d  o n e  p riv a te  so ld ie r  w as recen tly  
h e a rd  to  rem a rk  th a t  he  w as “  th an k fu l th a t  th e re  was 
a t  las t n o  m o re  ro o m  in  th e  I .O .’s office fo r  y e t m o re  
m ap s th a t  n e e d ed  f re q u e n t  a n d  c a re fu l v e ttin g  a n d  
m ark in g  ”  !

I n  conclu sio n , w e m u st a d d  th a t  th e  seco n d  O .P . 
c o m p e titio n  ru n  b y  4 ° th  In fan try ' D iv is io n  saw  th e  
“  D ie -h a rd s  ”  team , led  by  C p l. W a ld e n  a n d  P te . Jo n es  
fro m  th e  “  I  ”  S ec tio n  a n d  co m p le te d  b y  C p ls . P e n th o n y  
a n d  Ju d k in s , P tes. H a rr iso n  a n d  F re n c h  f ro m  Rifle 
C o m p an ies , sh in e  o n ce  m o re . W e g a in e d  tre m en d o u s  
“  face ”  in  D iv isio n a l eyes b y  b e in g  th e  on ly  tea m  o n  
p a ra d e  w ith  th e  n ecessary  co o k er a n d  m ate ria ls  fo r 
several sizable  b rew s u p .

S IG N A L  P L A T O O N
D u r in g  th e  p a s t th re e  m o n th s  th e  P la to o n  has b een  

b a ttlin g  o n  in  sp ite  o f  m an y  se tb ack s ; th e  m a in  one  
b e in g  release.

I n  th e  p as t q u a r te r  w e  have lo st n o  less th a n  12 o f  
th e  P la to o n  o n  release  to  U .K .,  b u t  h a r in g  co m ­
p le te d  one  C a d re  a n d  b e in g  in  th e  m id d le  o f  an o th e r ,
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th e  p ic tu re  is  n o t  so  b a d  as i t  m ay  firs t ap p ear.
C p l. W h it le y  a n d  L /C p l .  C asw ell a re  e n jo y in g  th e  

d e lig h ts  o f  h o m e  o n  a n  R .S .I .  C o u rse  a t  C a tte r ic k , b u t  
w e  h o p e  to  see  th e m  b ack  in  th e  n o t  to o  fa r  d is ta n t  
fu tu re .

S g t. M ic h e l  is  s ti ll  P la to o n  S e rg ea n t a n d  as su c h  is 
n o t  w h a t  o n e  m ig h t  call id le . M u c h  th e  sam e m ig h t  be  
sa id  o f  C a p t. H . J . A . M o o re , w h o  is d o u b lin g  th e  d u tie s  
o f  S ig n a l O fficer a n d  A ss is ta n t A d ju tan t.

W ith  th e  h o t  w e a th e r  fa s t a p p ro a c h in g , w e  o f  th e  
S igna l P la to o n  w ill o n ce  m o re  h ave  to  tak e  o u r  sh a re  
o f  h ill-c lim b in g — a s p o r t  in  w h ic h  th e  B a tta lio n  is m u c h  
sk illed .

W e  w o u ld  like  to  c o n g ra tu la te  L /C p l.  R o w b o tto m  
o n  h is  p ro m o tio n  a n d  e x te n d  a  w elcom e to  a ll o u r  n ew ly - 
jo in e d  S ig n a lle rs  a n d  w o u ld -b e  S ig n a lle rs . I t  m ig h t  b e  
sa id  h e re  t h a t  o u r  tw o  sta lw arts , P te s . D u r s to n  a n d  
J o rd a n , a re  s till th e  b a ck b o n e  o f  th e  P la to o n .

D u e  to  a n  in te n s iv e  d riv e  o n  U n i t  S e c u rity , th e  S igna l 
S to res  a re  n o w  w ired , m in e d  a n d  b o o b y - tra p p e d  w ith  
a sm a ll cave-like  e n tra n c e  n o t  m o re  th a n  3 f t.  sq u a re . 
T h e  e n tra n c e  is  lo ck ed  a t  m o s t h o u rs  o f  th e  d ay  a n d  a t 
all h o u rs  o f  th e  n ig h t. W ith  th ese  p rec a u tio n s , w e 
rec k o n  th a t  th e  s to res  a re  as safely  g u a rd e d  as th e  
B an k  o f  E n g la n d — w e kn o w , w e’ve d o n e  b o t h !

F in a lly , to  all o u r  “  has b e e n ’s ”  a n d  “  w ill b e ’s ”  
w e se n d  o u r  g ree tin g s , c o u p le d  w ith  th e  h o p e  th a t  e re  
lo n g  w e, to o , sha ll b e  r e u n ite d  w ith  o u r  fam ilies.

B A N D  N O T E S
W e  h av e  h a d  to  say g o o d -b y e  to  tw o  m o re  m em b ers  

o f  th e  B a n d  s in ce  o u r  la s t n o tes . T h is  tim e  it  is to  o u r 
B a n d m a ste r , M r. J . L .  B a rn e tt , a n d  L ,C p l .  B en tley . 
T h e y  le ft o n  M .V . D evonshire  a n d  M .V . E m pire O rw ell 
resp ec tiv e ly , a n d  b y  co in c id en ce  i t  w as o u r  tu r n  to  
p lay  th e  s h ip  o ff f ro m  th e  docks a t K o w lo o n , a n d  M r. 
B a rn e tt  c o n d u c te d  “ A u ld  L a n g  S yne  ”  f ro m  th e  s te m  
o f  th e  s h ip  as sh e  p u lle d  ou t.

M r. B a rn e tt  is leav in g  th e  A rm y  fo r  a  c iv ilian  a p p o in t­
m e n t  a n d  w e w ish  h im  th e  v e ry  b e s t o f  lu ck  in  h is  new  
w o rk . H e  w ill b e  a  v e ry  g re a t  loss to  u s  in d ee d . L /C p l.  
B en tley  (n o w  S g t. B en tley ) is g o in g  o n  a lo n g  co u rse  a t 
K n e lle r  H a ll a n d  w e h o p e  w e sh a ll see h im  b ack  w ith  us 
e v en tu a lly .

B d sm . L e v e rin g to n  a n d  S earle , a id e d  a n d  a b e tte d  b y  
“  F a t  ”  S m ith , s till  h o ld  th e ir  w eekly  m o th e rs ’ m ee tin g s  
in  th e  B a n d  p rac tic e  t e n t  e v e ry  W e d n esd a y . A n y o n e  
w ish in g  to  jo in  p lease  c o n ta c t th e  H o n g  K o n g  M o th e r s ’ 
U n io n .

W e  a re  w ell r e p re s e n te d  in  a th le tic s . B d sm . S tev en s 
is  n o w  th ro w in g  a n  av erage d istan ce  o f  131 fee t an d  
B d sm . D u n c a n , B en tley  a n d  H o l t  a re  try in g  v e ry  h a rd  
to  w in  th e  220 a n d  44 0  yards .

W e  h o p e  to  b e  w ell in  f ro n t  in  th e  in te r-C o m p a n y  
sw im m in g  in  th e  n e a r  fu tu re .

W e g a in e d  g rea t d is tin c tio n  in  th e  sev en -a -s id e  fo o tb a ll 
c o m p e titio n  in  re p re se n tin g  “  G  ”  G ro u p  o f  H e a d ­
q u a rte rs  C o m p an y .

W e w elcom e ex -B oys H isco ck , P ro b e r t  a n d  C h ris to ­
p h e r  o n  th e i r  “  m o re  se rv ice .”  T h e  o n ly  rem a in in g  
B o y — R o se— qualifies in  O c to b e r.

A t th e  m o m e n t w e a re  m u c h  lo ok ing  fo rw a rd  to  o u r  
E a s te r  break .

^ardi

C O R P S  O F D R U M S
D u r in g  th e  la s t q u a r te r  th e  C o rp s  o f  D ru m s  have had 

a  v e ry  b u s y  t im e , a p a r t  f ro m  n o rm a l ro u tin e . Probably 
th e  m o s t  im p o r ta n t  occasio n  w as th e  p a ra d e  o f  the  40th 
In fa n try  D iv is io n  a n d , a cco rd in g  to  re p o r ts ,  ou r effort 
w as w o r th y  o f  m e n tio n . T h e  D r u m  M a jo r  was men­
t io n e d  in  a c o n g ra tu la to ry  m essage  f ro m  th e  G.O.C. 
fo r  h is  sk ill w ith  th e  m ace . As a lw ays, w e all had 
b rea th le ss  m o m e n ts  w h e n  i t  sa iled  th ro u g h  th e  air.

S in ce  o u r  la s t  J o u rn a l  n o te s  w e  h av e  lo st tw o more 
o ld  f r ie n d s :  C p l. B ro w n , w h o  has rec e n tly  le ft us for 
th e  o ld  “  Is la n d  H o m e  ”  o w in g  to  e a r  t ro u b le , an d  Dmr. 
B a rn e s , o u r  lead in g  D ru m m e r ,  w h o  has left o n  release. 
W e  w ish  th e m  b o th  th e  v e ry  b e s t o f  g o o d  fo rtune  and 
h o p e  th a t  w e  w ill m ee t th e m  ag a in  in  th e  fu tu re .

W e c o n tin u e  to  m a in ta in  a  h ig h  s ta n d a rd  in  th e  world 
o f  s p o rt. D m r . M u n d a y  has rec e n tly  p ro v ed  his running 
a b ility  b y  e m erg in g  f irs t in  th e  o n e -m ile  a n d  three-m ile 
races , a n  e ffo rt o f  w h ic h  w e a re  p ro u d . D rum -M ajor 
H o ld fo rd  d id  g rea t w o rk  b y  c o m in g  second  in  four 
fie ld  e v e n ts— th e  p o le  v a u lt, s h o t, h a m m e r, an d  discus. 
C p l. P u rd o n  w as p lac e d  seco n d  in  th e  100 yards, and 
D m r .  K e lly  m ad e  a  fine  e ffo rt in  th e  o n e  m ile. With 
th e  B rigade  S p o rts  M e e tin g  a lm o s t u p o n  us w e hope 
to  u p h o ld  o u r  h ig h  s ta n d a rd .

S in ce  o u r  a rr iv a l in  H o n g  K o n g  o u r  tra in in g  has been 
h a rd , th o ro u g h  a n d  in te re s tin g . O u r  ro le  as Battalion 
D e fe n c e  P la to o n  has  ta u g h t  u s  m an y  d iffe ren t ways of 
c lim b in g  h ills , espec ia lly  w ith  co o khouse  equ ipm ent on 
o u r  backs. D m r . W eeks (o u r Q u ie t Boy) skilfully 
d e m o n s tra te d  a  p e rfe c t d ive  fro m  a  ten -fo o t drop 
w ith o u t  in ju ry , c o m p le te  w ith  a  180 lb . te n t  still on his 
b ack , a rem a rk a b le  ach iev em en t.

T h e  “  B ea tin g  o f  R e tre a t ”  c e re m o n y , w hich we 
p e rfo rm  ev e ry  T u e s d a y , has b eco m e  m o re  interesting, 
a n d  o u r  f r ie n d s , th e  B an d , jo in e d  u s  in  o u r  last two 
p e rfo rm a n c e s , w h ic h  w ere  a p p re c ia te d  v e ry  much. 
C a p t. K .  J. C a r te r  (A d jt.) , O fficer i /c  C o rp s  o f  Drums, 
is successfu lly  ra is in g  o u r  D r u m  F u n d ,  an d  has pro­
m ise d  us w h ite  p a tro l  d ress  fo r  th e  su m m er.

L a s tly , w e tak e  a d v an tag e  o f  th is  o p p o rtu n ity  to  send 
b e s t  w ish es  to  a ll o ld  c o m rad es , e x -d ru m m e rs  and our 
la te  O fficer i /c  C o rp s  o f  D ru m s ,  C a p t. R . J . P . Cummins.

M .T. N O T E S
Training

O v er th e  las t few  m o n th s  th e  P la to o n  has lost many 
o f  its  o ld  faces, P te s . M o o re s , H e a sm a n , S axbee, Walker, 
D a v e  a n d  O ’C o n n o r , all o n  re lease , a n d  v e ry  shortly  we 
lose  S g t. F la n n ag a n . W e  w ish  th e m  all th e  very  best of 
go o d  fo rtu n e  in  civ ilian  life.

O n c e  m o re  w e a re  u p  to  fu ll s tre n g th  a n d  to  o ur new 
m em b e rs  w e w ish  a  v e ry  h a p p y  s tay  in  th e  Platoon. 
C o m m itm e n ts  have s tead ily  d ro p p e d  off in  the past 
few  w eeks a n d  w ith  th e  ap p ro a c h in g  h o t w eather no 
m o re  h ig h  level sch em es o r  exercises s h o u ld  take place 
u n til  n e x t S e p tem b e r.

Sport
In  th e  field  o f  sp o rt  w e h ave  ce rta in ly  m ad e  a name 

fo r  ou rse lv es. P te . Je lley  a n d  L /C p l.  N o b le  have repre 
se n te d  th e  B a tta lio n  in  b o x in g , a n d  on ly  a  few  days ago 
P tes . Je lley  a n d  B eesley  p lay e d  R u g b y  fo r  th e  2nd team.
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Pte. J e n k in s  d id  ex trem ely  w ell in  th e  In d iv id u a l  
¡Athletic M e e tin g  h e ld  in  K o w loon  b y  w in n in g  th re e  
] 1st a n d  one  2 n d  p rize  as w ell as a silver m ed a l fo r  th e  
¡best in d iv id u a l p e rfo rm a n c e  o f  th e  day. S g t. W rig h t  
surprised m an y  n o t  in  th e  P la to o n  b y  w in n in g  th e  44 0  
yards a n d  is n o w  seen  every  a fte rn o o n  p rac tis in g  fo r  
the fo rth c o m in g  B rigade  a n d  L a n d  F o rces  c o m p e titio n .

Recreation
Ju s t  recen tly  th e  B a tta lio n  b o u g h t a K a r r ie r  b u s  a n d  

although C p l. S m a rt  is seen  ten d in g  to  its  ru g g e d  
beauty ev e ry  d ay  i t  does seem  so m ew h at o u t  o f  p lace  in  
the car p a rk . I t  has p ro v ed  a g rea t success a n d , in  
addition, i t  res ts  a 3 -to n n e r  th a t  n o rm a lly  w o u ld  tak e  
Battalion team s to  K o w loon .

Inspections
In  th e  n ex t few  m o n th s  w e look fo rw a rd , w ith  som e 

trep idation , to  th e  a n n u a l R .E .M .E . in sp ec tio n  in  Ju ly  
and a g rea t dea l o f  h o t  a n d  u n p lea sa n t w ea th er. T h e  
rain a t lea s t sh o u ld  keep  th e  vehicles c lean  if  n o th in g  

■¡else w ill.

“ A ”  C O M P A N Y
T h e  f irs t q u a r te r  o f  1950 s till fin d s  us in  Beas C am p , 

N .T ., w ith  p le n ty  o f  w o rk  to  keep  us busy .
W e h ave  fo u n d  tra in in g  to  be v ery  d ifficu lt d u r in g  

• the p a s t th re e  m o n th s , o w ing  to  co n tin u a l co m in g s a n d  
goings o f  p e rso n n e l. T h is  has b een  cau sed  b y  release 
and p o stin g s  to  “  H .Q .”  a n d  “  S ”  C o m p an ies . F ro m  
Chelsea days, w h e n  w e w ere  a lm o st 100 p e r  cen t, 
regulars, d o w n  to  tw e n ty -se v en  is a sad  an d  large  d ro p . 
How ever, o u r  N .S . m en  a re  d o in g  very  w ell a n d  w e still 
m anage to  k eep  o n  to p . I t  is h o p e d  th a t  w e w ill keep 
a reg u lar e lem en t o f  a b o u t th ir ty  in  th e  C o m p a n y  fro m  
now on.

D u rin g  F e b ru a ry  7 , 8 a n d  9  w e to o k  p a r t ,  to g e th e r 
with th e  re m a in d e r  o f  th e  B atta lio n , in  an  exercise on  
Lam m a Is la n d . T h is  exercise  w as d e sig n ed  to  te s t 
and p ro v e  o u r  frien d s  th e  R oyal M a rin e  C o m m an d o s. 
As th e  b a n d its , w e h a d  o u r  h id e -o u t o n  a  h ill o f  m o re  
than reaso n ab le  h e ig h t. H e re  w e m ad e  goo d  p ositions  
and fo u n d  goo d  co v er o n  g ro u n d  th a t  was fam ilia r  to  
most o f  th e  C o m p an y , w h o  rem e m b e re d  th e  area  w ell 
from th e ir  las t v isit. W e w ere ab le  to  re p o r t  fu lly  all 
landings m ad e , a n d  rep u lse d  th e  in itia l C o m m an d o  
attack. A ll ran k s  en joyed  th e  exercise , d esp ite  th e  
continual m an h a n d lin g  o f  all s to res , w h ic h  becam e very  
tedious a n d  v ery  t ir in g  a fte r  th re e  days. W e all re tu rn e d  
to cam p w ith  th e  k now ledge  th a t  w e h a d  ce rta in ly  tes te d , 
if n o t p ro v ed , th e  R oyal M arin es.

S h o rtly  a fte r  w e sp e n t a v e ry  p leasan t w eek o n  th e  
Peak R ifle R an g e , w h ere  th e  resu lts  o f  firing  w ere  v e ry  
satisfactory. D u r in g  th is  p e rio d  w e ren o v a ted  th e  

1 m em orial to  th e  2 5 th  B a tta lio n , w h ich  is s itu a te d  ju s t  
' off th e  m a in  fo o tp a th . T h e  m em o ria l is in sc r ib e d :

25TH  B n . T h e  M id d l e s e x  R e g t .
“  T yndareus ”
F e b . 1 6 ,  19 17 *

I t  c o m m em o ra te s  th e  g rea t co u rag e  sh o w n  by  th e  
Battalion d u r in g  th e  s in k in g  o f  th e  T yn d a reu s  o ff  th e  

: coast o f  A frica  in  1917.
D u rin g  th is  q u a r te r  w e have h a d  several p ro m o tio n s

in  th e  C o m p a n y , a n d  w e o ffer c o n g ra tu la tio n s  to  th e  
fo llo w in g : C p l. G laz ie r  o n  p ro m o tio n  to  S e rg ean t,
L /C p l.  E a s ta p  to  C o rp o ra l, a n d  P te s . W e b b er , T h o rp e ,  
Boag, W illiam s, G ib b s , G ru m m it,  G o v e r  a n d  W atk ins 
o n  th e i r  a p p o in tm e n t to  L a n c e -C o rp o ra l.

R elease  h as  tak e n  its  to ll a n d  w e w ere  p a rticu la rly  
so rry  to  lose  P te s . T y r e r  a n d  T o o k , tw o  o f  o u r  o rig ina l 
C h elsea  C o m p an y . T o  all w e  w ish  th e  b e s t o f  lu ck  a n d  
h ap p in ess  in  c iv ilian  life. T o  S g t. C ran fie ld  w e se n d  
specia l g ree tin g s  a n d  w ishes fo r  h is  sp eed y  reco v ery  
a n d  re tu rn .

In  th e  w o rld  o f  s p o r t  w e h av e  d o n e  v e ry  w ell in d eed . 
W e a re  still to p  o f  th e  A lb u h e ra  C o m p e titio n , b u t  
“  H .Q .”  C o m p a n y  a re  n o w  co m in g  u p  v e ry  qu ick ly . I t  
ap p ears  th a t  th e  sh ie ld  w ill b e  w o n  o n  th e  resu lts  o f  th e  
a th le tics  a n d  c rick e t, so  w e  h ave  a  v e ry  fa ir ch an ce  o f  
b e in g  th e  u ltim a te  w in n e rs . S pec ia l m en tio n  m u s t  b e  
m ad e  o f  th e  w o n d e rfu l e ffo rt o f  P te . S a u n d e rs  in  
reach in g  th e  finals o f  th e  F a r  E a s t B ox ing  C h a m p io n ­
sh ip s , a n d  b e in g  r u n n e r -u p  in  th e  b a n tam -w e ig h t 
co m p e titio n .

T h e  C o m p a n y  h e ld  a R ifle M e e tin g  o n  th e  25 y ard s  
ran g e  a t  th e  e n d  o f  M a rc h , w h ic h  p ro v e d  v e ry  successfu l. 
I t  w as ru n  o n  a n  in te r-se c tio n  b asis , th e  resu lts  b e in g : 
N o . 1, 1 s t ;  N o . 2 , 2 n d ;  E m p lo y e d  S ec tio n , 3rd .

T h e  w in n in g  tea m  w ere : L /C p l.  T h o rp e , P tes.
P r itc h a rd  (59), P r itc h a rd  (09), H o u c h e n  a n d  C lark .

I n  th e  in te r-C o m p a n y  b o x in g  w e f in ish ed  th ird . T h e  
fo llow ing  to o k  p a r t  a n d  p u t  u p  a  v e ry  fine p e rfo rm a n c e : 
2 /L t.  E . R . d e  B. V are , 2 L t. E . B. T h o m a s, Sgt. 
W h ite ley , L /C p l .  T h o rp e , P tes. M illa r , Jo h n s to n , 
P re s tc o tt , H o llan d , B o u rn e , G ilb e r tso n  a n d  D o w n es.

C o m p a n y  H o ck ey  T e a m .— L /C p l. G o v e r , P te . 
T u n s ta l l ,  2 /L t.  G . M . L o ck , L /C p l.  M illa rd , L  C p l. 
G ib b s , C .S .M . T a r ra n t ,  P te . W a rd , P te . W elch , L /C p l.  
W e b b er, P te . S m ith  a n d  P te . Jo h n s to n .

C o m p an y  B asketball T e a m .— C p l. E a s ta p , C p l. 
L e fev re , C p l. T h w a ite ,  C p l. W eav er, 2 /L t .  E . B. 
T h o m a s , C .S .M . T a r ra n t ,  P te . H aw k in s , L /C p l.  
W e b b er, L /C p l.  T h o rp e ,  P te . T o o k  a n d  P te . Jo h n s to n .

D u r in g  th e  R eg im en ta l W eek -e n d  o u r  o b stac le  team  
cam e first, a n d  w e w ere  ru n n e rs -u p  to  “  S ”  C o m p a n y  
in  th e  w h o le  c o m p e titio n . I n  th e  h o ck ey  w e have to  
p lay  “  D  ”  C o m p a n y  fo r th ird  o r  fo u r th  p lace , a n d  in  
bask etb a ll w e w o n  th ird  p lace  f ro m  “  S ”  C o m p an y .

“ B ”  C O M P A N Y
T h e  las t few  m o n th s  have seen  n u m e ro u s  changes in  

th e  C o m p an y  a n d  m an y  o f  th o se  w h o  em b a rk e d  o n
H .T .  Dutiera  fo r  H o n g  K o n g  in  J u n e  las t y ea r a re  no  
lo n g er w ith  us.

In  early  F e b ru a ry  th ir ty - tw o  ran k s o f  th e  C o m p an y  
re tu rn e d  to  U .K . a n d  a n  e q u a l n u m b e r  a rr iv e d  to  tak e  
th e ir  p laces. B y som e s tran g e  tu r n  o f  fa te , those  
d e p a rtin g  o n ce  ag a in  em b a rk e d  o n  H .T .  D unera. T o  
say  “  g o o d -b y e  ”  to  so m an y  frie n d s  a t o n e  tim e  is 
d ifficu lt, b u t  th o se  w h o  h ave  a rr iv ed  to  tak e  th e ir  places 
h av e  se ttled  d o w n  ex tre m e ly  qu ick ly . T h e  lo n g  fam ilia r 
c ry  o f  “  T h in g s  a re  n o t  w h a t th e y  w ere  ”  has  o nce  again  
b een  p ro v en  to  b e  in co rrec t.

C .S .M . W ild  has a rr iv ed  in  th e  C o m p a n y  fro m  U .K . 
an d , d esp ite  o n e  o f  th e  lo n g est sea  voyages to  C h in a  
since V asco d e  G a m a  sailed  o u t  h e re  in  th e  fif teen th



c e n tu ry ,  h is  e n th u s ia sm  a n d  k een n ess  h av e  re m a in e d  
u n im p a ire d .

B esides th e  c h an g e  in  faces th e  n e x t m o s t n o ticeab le  
ch an g e  h as  b e e n  th e  w e a th er. E ach  d ay  is h o t te r  th a n  
th e  las t, a n d  th o se  o f  us w h o  a re  fo rtu n a te  o r  u n fo r­
tu n a te  e n o u g h  to  v isit K o w lo o n  o r  H o n g  K o n g  fin d  a 
s im ila r  in crease  in  C h in ese  sm ells . T o  th e  co n n o isseu r 
th e re  a re , o f  c o u rse , som e above  av erag e  sm ells  o n  o u r  
o w n  d o o rs te p !

I n  ea rly  F e b ru a ry  w e m ad e  o u r  s eco n d  jo u rn e y  to  
L a m m a  Is la n d , th is  tim e  w ith  th e  B a tta lio n , w h e re  w e  
c o m p e te d  a g a in s t th e  M a rin e  C o m m a n d o s  in  a tac tica l 
e x erc ise  in  w h ic h  th e  B a tta lio n  p lay e d  th e  p a r t  o f  th e  
p ira te s . U n fo r tu n a te ly  fan cy  d ress w as n o t  a llow ed . 
T h e  exe rc ise  la s te d  th re e  days, d u r in g  w h ic h  w e le a rn t 
m an y  lesso n s a n d  g a in ed  m u c h  ex p erien ce . T h e  C o m ­
p a n y  w ere  c o n g ra tu la te d  fo r  h o ld in g  u p  th e  e n e m y ’s 
a d v a n ce  fo r  so lon g . T h e  c re d it  fo r  th is  m u s t  go  to  
N o . 4  P la to o n  a n d  C o m p a n y  “  H .Q .”

I n  th e  field  o f  sp o rt  o u r  m a in  success has b een  in  th e  
In te r -C o m p a n y  B asket B all C o m p e titio n . I n  th is  w e 
rea c h e d  th e  finals, b u t  w ere  b e a te n  in  a  g o o d  c lean  gam e 
b y  “  H .Q .”  C o m p an y . T h e  success o f  th e  tea m  is d u e  
in  n o  sm a ll m ea su re  to  th e  h a rd  w o rk  o f  S g t. S h a rp .

I n  th e  In te r -C o m p a n y  B ox ing  L /C p l .  B easley  rea c h e d  
th e  finals a n d  on ly  ju s t  lo st o n  p o in ts . I n  th e  early  
ro u n d s  P te . N a ttra s s  p u t  u p  a v e ry  p lu ck y  f ig h t, an d  
a s to u n d e d  every o n e , in c lu d in g  h im self.

O u r  hockey  tea m , w h ic h  w e co n s id e r  to  be  th e  seco n d  
b e s t in  th e  B a tta lio n , h a d  th e  m is fo rtu n e  to  b e  d raw n  
a g a in st “  H .Q .”  C o m p a n y  in  th e  f irs t ro u n d  a n d , d e sp ite  
a v e ry  h a rd  gam e, w e lost. G re a t  e n th u s ia sm  h as  b een  
sh o w n  fo r  th is  gam e, a n d  th is  has  b een  d u e  to  th e  
k een n ess  o f  C p l. P o tts .

I n  early  M a rc h  th e  B a tta lio n  h e ld  its  f irst R eg im en ta l 
W e ek -e n d , o n e  o f  th e  m a in  ac tiv ities  b e in g  p o tte d  
sp o rts . T h is  w as o f  g rea t value to  th e  C o m p an y , as 
we fo u n d  q u ite  a few  p o ten tia l a th le tic  s ta rs , w h o m  w e 
la te r  en te re d  in  th e  B a tta lio n  In d iv id u a l S p o rts  M e e tin g . 
O n e  o f  o u r  a th le te s , P te . T h c m a s , h a d  th re e  successes 
— th e  100 y a rd s , 220 y a rd s  an d  th e  lo n g  ju m p . T h e  
re s t  o f  th e  C o m p a n y  rep resen ta tiv es  p u t  u p  a g o o d  sh o w  
a n d  w e h ave  g rea t h o p es  fo r  th e  co m in g  In te r -C o m p a n y  
A th le tic s  to  b e  h e ld  in  th e  n e a r  fu tu re .

T h e  fo llow ing  a re  a t th e  m o m e n t d o in g  tra in in g  fo r 
th e  B a tta lio n  tea m : C p l. P o tts ,  C p l. C a rd , P tes.
T h c m a s ,  F la n ag a n , P a g e t, B eech , S te rn e , P h ip p s  and  
L ed g er.

“ C” COMPANY
T h e  C o m p a n y  has seen  m an y  ch an g es  s ince th e  las t 

re p o r t. M a jo r  A . E . D .  M ic h e l a n d  h is w ife  h av e  left 
to  r e tu rn  to  th e  U .K . A ll ran k s  w ish  h im  success a n d  
h ap p in e ss  in  w h a te v e r  h is  n e x t a p p o in tm e n t m ay  be. 
W e h o p e  th a t  w e sha ll see h im  ag a in  a t  f u tu re  reu n io n s . 
W e  w elcom e C a p t. C . H . M iev ille , M .C .,  w h o  has 
tak en  o v er co m m a n d  o f  th e  C o m p a n y  o n  jo in in g  us 
fro m  “  S ”  C o m p an y .

C .S .M . B u rre ll , w h o  h a d  th e  m is fo rtu n e  to  b rea k  h is 
leg  w hile  p lay in g  r u g g e r , has n o w  re tu rn e d  f ro m  hosp ita l. 
T h o u g h  still h a n d ic a p p e d  b y  a co n s id e rab le  lim p , w e 
a re  a ll d e lig h ted  to  h ave  h im  b ack  w ith  u s  a n d  h o p e  h e  
w ill so o n  b e  fu lly  recovered .

W e h ave  lo st so  m an y  o f  th e  o rig in a l p ersonnel of the 
C o m p a n y  o n  re lease  th a t  w e  h av e  h a d  to  s ta r t  training 
o v e r again . W e h ave  n o w  c o m p le te d  indiv idual and 
sectio n  t ra in in g  a n d  h ave  m a d e  a s ta r t  o n  platoon 
tra in in g . H ill  c lim b in g  is p a r t  a n d  p arce l of this 
tra in in g  a n d  o u r  n e w  m em b e rs  b eco m e  e x p e rt goats in 
n e x t to  n o  tim e.

Soccer
T h e  e n th u s ia sm  a n d  e x p e rt  coach in g  o f  C/Sgt. 

G riff ith s  b ro u g h t th e  C o m p a n y  to  th e  e n d  o f  the  soccer 
seaso n  w ith  f ly ing  co lours.

T h e  d e p a rtu re  o f  P te .  W allis  a n d  C pl. Pascoe 
th re a te n e d  to  be  th e  ru in  o f  o u r  chances in  the 
“ A lb u h e ra  ”  C o m p e titio n , b u t  som e h a s ty  tria l games 
p ro d u c e d  th e  n ecessary  ta le n t  f ro m  th e  new  drafts in 
tim e  fo r  o u r  f irs t g am e (w e h a d  a b y e  in  the  second 
ro u n d )  versus  th e  p o w e rfu l “  H .Q .”  side , which, 
a m o n g s t o th e r  fo rm e r  m em b e rs  o f  o u r  team , included 
L /C p l.  H y la n d . T h e  g am e w as ab an d o n ed  in  a storm 
w ith  th e  sco re  a t  o n e  all. A t th e  n e x t  a tte m p t a further 
d raw  w as th e  re s u lt  a f te r  e x tra  tim e . E ven tually , how­
e v e r, in  th e  th ird  e n c o u n te r  w e cam e o u t  victors with 
th e  sco re  a t  5— 3 a fte r  a n  e x c itin g  gam e. O ur next 
o p p o n e n ts ,  “  S ”  C o m p a n y , d rew  2— 2 w ith  us in the 
final, a fte r  ex tra  tim e  h a d  ag a in  b een  p layed . T hey  fell 
f ro m  g race , h o w ev er, in  th e  rep lay , th e  score being 
3— 1 in  o u r  fav o u r.

T h e  tea m  w h ic h  re p re se n te d  th e  C o m p an y  through 
th e  c o m p e titio n , in c lu d in g  ch an g es , w a s : P tes. H ender­
son , M a lo n e y , C p l. C h eesem an , P te . W atson , L  Cpl. 
G a tla n d , P te s . B o n n e r , R eeves, B uck le , C p l. Conroy, 
C /S g t .  G riff ith s , C p l. M c H e n ry , P tes. Nelless and 
G illia rd . O f  th ese  p lay ers  th e  fo llow ing  have played 
fo r  th e  B a tta lio n  1st X I :  P te . L o n g h u rs t,  th e  captain 
o f  th e  C o m p a n y  tea m , P tes. B uck le , B onner, Nelless, 
G illia rd  a n d  L /C p l .  G a tla n d . C p l. B u rb ag e  seems to 
h av e  co n so lid a ted  h is p o s itio n  as B a tta lio n  linesman.

T h e  b ask etb a ll season  has  b een  a p o o r one for the 
C o m p a n y  as w e w ere  b a d ly  h i t  b y  release an d  postings 
to  o th e r  C o m p an ies . I n  p a rtic u la r , C .S .M . Jennings’ 
d e p a rtu re  to  “  H .Q .”  C o m p a n y  has b een  a great blow, 
fo r  h e , a lo n g  w ith  C p l. S m all, w as th e  m ainstay  of the 
side.

W e lo st b o th  o u r  “ A lb u h e ra  ”  gam es by  narrow 
m arg in s  to  “ A ”  a n d  “  D  ”  C o m p an ies , an d  though 
b e a te n  b y  th e  b e tte r  s id e  in  each  case th e  sp irit was not 
lack ing . I t  is felt th a t  w ith  m o re  p rac tice  the team 
w o u ld  h ave  d o n e , a n d  w ill in  fu tu re  d o , m u ch  better. 
T h ro u g h o u t  th e  c o m p e titio n  C p l. S m all an d  L  Cpl. 
G a tla n d  w ere  o u ts ta n d in g .

T e a m : C a p t. E . C . O sb o rn e , S g t. W alsh , Cpls. 
B u rb ag e , C o n ro y  a n d  S m all, L /C p ls .  Broom  and 
G a tla n d , P te s .  E d w ard s , E lco m b e , S tree ter and 
M id d le to n .

In  th e  b o x in g  w o rld  o u r  success w as m o re  m arked. 
L /C p l.  G a tla n d  a n d  P te . W o o d m a n  boxed  w ith  dis­
t in c tio n  fo r th e  B a tta lio n , as d id , in  a lesser degree, 
L /C p l .  R u t ty  a n d  P te . S tre e te r . I n  th e  “ Albuhera 
C o m p e titio n , L /C p l.  G a d a n d  w o n  th e  light-heavyw eight 
series w ith  ac cu s to m e d  ease ; C p l. C h eesm an  reached 
th e  sem i-fin al o f  th e  m id d le w e ig h t series, w inning his 
f irs t f igh t b y  a k n o c k -o u t a n d  lo sin g  h is second to  Pte.
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Passmore o f  “  D  ”  C o m p a n y  a fte r  th re e  g o ry  ro u n d s. 
Pte. W a tso n  k n o c k e d  S g t. D iv e  o f  “  S ”  C o m p a n y  o u t 
in th e  f irs t ro u n d  o f  h is  w e lte rw e ig h t co n te s t, b u t  lo st 
narrowly to  S g t. R e d m o n d  in  h is  n ex t en c o u n te r . P te . 
Streeter w as u n lu ck y  to  lose  to  P te . R o g ers  in  h is  f irs t 
w elterw eight f igh t. C p l. C o n ro y , a f te r  a  close f ig h t, 
lost h is  l ig h tw e ig h t c o n te s t to  L /C p l.  N o b le  o f  “  H .Q .”  
Com pany. P te . P a lm e r  lo st to  C p l. S p ic er o f  “  D  ”  
Com pany. W e  ev en tu a lly  f in ish ed  u p  fo u r th  in  th e  
whole co m p e titio n .

In  th e  R u g b y  fie ld  w e have h a d  som e success. C a p t.
E. C . O sb o rn e , 2 /L t.  J. C . B ucknall, S g t. B a rth o lo m ew  
and P tes . B ale a n d  E d w ard s  have p lay ed  fo r  th e  B at­
talion 1 st X V , w h ilst S g t. W alsh , C p ls. S m all an d  
Cheesem an a n d  L /C p l.  G a d a n d  p layed  w ith  d istin c tio n  
in th e  2 n d  X V  a n d  a re  a ssu re d  o f  b e tte r  th in g s  n e x t year.

L t. G . S a n d e r  has le ft  us to  jo in  “  B  ”  C o m p an y  an d  
Capt. E . C . O sb o rn e  is n o w  C o m p a n y  2 i/c . W e w ish  
them b o th  ev e ry  success in  th e ir  n ew  a p p o in tm en ts . 
Sgt. C o o p e r , late  o f  th e  C a rrie r  P la to o n , is ac tin g  as
C .Q .M .S . a n d  ap p ears  to  h av e  m o b ilised  th e  s to res  to  a 
great e x ten t.

W e w ish  every  success to  o u r  fo u n d e r  m em b ers  
who jo in e d  th e  C o m p a n y  w h en  th e  p re se n t B a tta lio n  
was fo rm e d , a n d  w h o  have n o w  le ft o n  release , p o s tin g  
or P y th o n  leave. W e s incerely  h o p e  th a t  w e sh a ll see 
them o ften  a t reu n io n s  a n d  s im ila r fu n ctio n s.

“ D” COMPANY
“  W h a te v e r  th e  y ea r b rin g s , i t  b rin g s  n o th in g  n e w ,”  

says th e  p o e t  o r, r a th e r,  th e  p oe tess. B u t th e  lad y  w ho  
wrote th a t  m ig h t  h av e  ch a n g ed  h e r  m in d  h a d  she  b een  
in “ D  ”  C o m p a n y  in  th e  first m o n th s  o f  1950, w h ere  
the co m in g s-in  a n d  th e  g o in g s-o u t have b een  incessan t. 
First to  go  w as C ap t. P . F . S m y th , w h o  h a d  b een  co m ­
m anding th e  C o m p a n y  s ince N o v em b er. W e w ere 
sorry to  say  g o o d -b y e  to  h im  a n d  w ish  h im  all good 
fortune. I n  h is  p lace  w e w e lco m ed  C a p t. P . G . V. 
Bellers fro m  “ A ”  C o m p an y . A n o th e r  a rriv al was 2 /L t.
B. H . M a rc ian d i, w ho  p assed  o u t  o f  S a n d h u rs t  las t 
July, w in n in g  th e  In fa n try  prize .

W h en  th e  D unera  left o n  F e b ru a ry  11 w e sa id  a sad  
farewell to  S g t. Jo n es, th e  “  O ld  ’U n ,”  w h o  is leaving  
the a rm y ; w e m iss h im  in  m an y  w ays, especially  in  o u r 
football team . W ith  h im  w e n t C p l. C u sh in g  a n d  P te . 
Dobbs, w h o  w as p ro m in e n t  in  H o n g  K o n g ’s y ach tin g  
activities, a n d  23 o th ers , m o s t o f  w h o m  h a d  b een  o n  
public d u tie s  w ith  th e  B atta lio n  in  L o n d o n  a n d  w hose 
departure w e reg re t. W e w elco m ed  th e ir  rep lacem en ts , 
num bering 25 , o f  w h o m , how ever, w e  h ave  n o t seen  a 
great deal as th ey  have n ea rly  all b een  o n  u n i t  cadres 
since th e ir  a rrival.

T h e  . Devonshire , w h ic h  a rr iv ed  o n  F e b ru a ry  27, 
brought u s  o u r  n ew  C o m p a n y  C o m m a n d e r , M a jo r 
J- E. F . W illo u g h b y , w h o m  w e w elcom e, h o p in g  th a t  
bis stay  w ith  us w ill be  a lo n g  a n d  h a p p y  one. I t  also 
brought us sev en  m o re  rep lacem en ts  fro m  Shorncliffe . 
On its  r e tu rn  jo u rn e y  i t  to o k  aw ay S g t. B urgess, w ho 
will n o t ge t back  f ro m  a n  M .T .  co u rse  in  th e  U .K . u n til  
about C h r is tm a s  tim e , a n d  P tes. R ich  a n d  B aring .

O n M a rc h  13 M rs . P . G . V. B ellers a rr iv ed  in  th e  
Colony w ith  h e r  sm all d a u g h te r . W e w ere  so rry  to  
bear th a t  C a p t. B ellers, w h o  w as d u e  fo r seco n d m en t

to  his o ld  re g im en t, th e  2 n d /6 th  G u rk h a s , o n  A p ril  1, 
w as f ly ing  to  S in g ap o re  o n  th a t  d a te . F o r tu n a te ly  
M rs . B ellers w ill b e  ab le  to  jo in  h im  th e re  sh o rtly . W e 
w ish  th e m  th e  b e s t o f  lu ck  in  M alay a , a n d  h o p e  th a t  
w e sha ll see th e m  ag ain  b e fo re  long.

O n  M a rc h  27 th e  E m pire O rw ell b ro u g h t u s  n ine  
m o re  rep lacem en ts , a n d  w e lo st P te . P assm o re , w ho  
g a in ed  fam e  as a m em b e r  o f  th e  B a tta lio n  sev en -a -sid e  
ru g g er  tea m  w h ic h  w o n  th e  t re a su re d  B la rn ey  S tone  
S h ie ld  am id  a  blaze o f  g lo ry  a n d  p u b lic ity  las t m o n th .

A m o n g  th e  c o n s ta n t d ra in  o f  m en  to  “  H .Q .”  a n d  
“  S ”  C o m p an ies , w e  w ere  p a rticu la rly  so rry  to  lose 
Sg ts. T h o ro g o o d  a n d  W aterfie ld , to  w h o m  w e w ish  
every  success in  th e i r  n e w  jobs. I n  th e ir  s te a d  w e w el­
com e S g t. W h ite ley  a n d  C p l. S a lk eld  f ro m  “ A ”  C o m ­
p a n y  a n d  Sg t. F in c h  f ro m  “  C  ”  C o m p an y .

D u r in g  rec e n t m o n th s  o u r  tra in in g  has  b een  less 
h ec tic  th a n  fo rm erly . A  g rea t d ifficu lty  has b een  th e  
larg e  n u m b e rs  w ho  seem  to  b e  p e rm a n e n tly  aw ay on  
cadres. W e h o p e , in  fu tu re , to  w o rk  to g e th e r  as a 
C o m p an y  m o re  th a n  w e have b een  ab le  to  d o  recen tly .

W e sp e n t th re e  v e ry  p leasan t days o n  th e  P eak  R ange , 
w h ere  w e fe d  v e ry  w ell u n d e r  C  S g t. T h o m ’s ab le  
su p e rv is io n , a n d  w ith  tw o  days o n  K a i T a k  R an g e  la te r  
o n  w e c o m p le te d  th e  fir in g  o f  th e  A n n u a l R an g e  C o u rse  
w ith  excellen t resu lts , in c lu d in g  12 m ark sm en . O n  a 
rec e n t exercise  w e sp e n t tw o  a n d  a h a lf  days o n  L am m a 
Is la n d , w h ich  p ro v id e d  an  en joyab le  ho lid ay  as w ell as 
som e ex c itin g  tra in in g . W h e n  th e  B atta lio n  was 
a ttack ed , “  D  ”  C o m p a n y  d is tin g u ish e d  i ts e lf  w ith  a 
sp ec tacu la r  c o u n te r-a tta c k  w h ic h  a rriv ed  o n  “  B  ”  C o m ­
p a n y ’s p o s itio n  a t th e  c ritica l m o m e n t a n d  h e ld  u p  th e  
a d v an ce  o f  th e  C o m m an d o s fo r  several h o u rs.

In  th e  in te r-C o m p a n y  so ccer w e w ere  u n lu ck y  to  be 
b e a te n  in  th e  first ro u n d  b y  “  S ”  C o m p an y , a fte r  a 
rep lay . In  th e  reverse  d raw  w e p lay e d  “  B ”  C o m p an y  
a n d  w on.

W e d id  v ery  w ell in  th e  box in g , ty in g  o n  p o in ts  w ith  
“  H .Q .”  C o m p a n y  fo r  f irst p lac e ; th is  w as a w ard ed  to  
“  H .Q .”  C o m p an y , because  w e  h a d  n o t  b een  ab le  to  
en te r  a w e lte rw e ig h t in  th e  co m p e titio n . W e  con­
g ra tu la te  th e  C o m p an y  tea m  o n  a  v e ry  fine effort.

In  th e  bask etb a ll c o m p e titio n  w e d rew  w ith  th e  v e ry  
s tro n g  “  H .Q .”  C o m p a n y  tea m  in  th e  f irst ro u n d , a n d  
a fte r  a  v e ry  h a rd  g am e lo st 18— 26. W e m e t “  C  ”  
C o m p a n y  to  dec ide  f ifth  a n d  s ix th  p laces in  th e  to u rn a ­
m en ts  a n d  w o n  16— 3.

I n  th e  f irs t ro u n d  o f  th e  hockey  c o m p e titio n  w e bea t 
“  C  ”  C o m p a n y  7— 1, C .S .M . M c M illa n  sco rin g  five 
goals. I n  th e  sem i-final w e  w ere  b ea ten  3— d b y  “  H .Q .” 
C o m p a n y  in  a v e ry  h a rd -fo u g h t g am e.

W e c o n g ra tu la te  C p ls . L lo y d , S p icer , S m ith  (37) an d  
W a rn e r , a n d  L  C p ls. P o r te r ,  B easley , C o rn w a ll a n d  
S ta lley  o n  th e ir  p ro m o tio n s .

“ S ” COMPANY
S ince th e  p u b lica tio n  o f  o u r  las t n o tes  m an y  changes 

h ave  tak e n  place. T h e  O .C . C o m p a n y , M a jo r  G . W . P . 
H o d d in g  has left u s  to  tak e  a n  a p p o in tm e n t as 2 i c 40 th  
In fa n try  D iv isio n  B attle  S choo l in  K o w loon . W e w ish  
h im , M rs . H o d d in g  a n d  th e ir  d a u g h te r  th e  v e ry  b est o f  
lu ck  a n d  h ap p in ess  in  th e  fu tu re . W e  w elco m e o u r  new  
C o m p an y  C o m m a n d e r , C a p t. G . C . F o rm a n , late
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c o m m a n d e r  o f  th e  A ssau lt P io n e e r  P la to o n  a n d  lo o k  
fo rw a rd  w ith  p lea su re  to  se rv in g  u n d e r  h is  c o m m a n d .

T h e  C o m p a n y  h as  ch a n g ed  q u ite  a lo t  s in ce  D e c e m b e r . 
W e  h av e  lo s t n e a rly  all o u r  N a tio n a l  S e rv ic e m e n  w h o  
cam e  w ith  u s  f ro m  M ill  H ill, e x c ep tin g  P te s. Y o u n g , 
B u tle r , Y e o m a n s, W o o d  a n d  F e rrie r .

T h e  t ra in in g  o f  th e  B a tta lio n  a n d  th e  C o m p a n y  has 
q u ie te n e d  d o w n  in  th e  las t q u a rte r .  T h e  em p h a s is  is 
o n  in d iv id u a l tra in in g , a lth o u g h  w e  h av e  a n d  w e  a re  
n o w  still c o n d u c tin g  tw o  c ad res , M .M .G .  a n d  3 -in . 
M o rta rs .  T h e  C o m p a n y  h as  h a d  a n o th e r  o u tin g  to  
L a m m a  Is la n d , b u t  th is  t im e  o n  a b ig  exercise . W e 
a b a n d o n e d  o u r  sp ecia lis t ro les fo r  th e  ex erc ise  a n d  
a c te d  as a R ifle  C o m p a n y . U n fo r tu n a te ly , a fte r  b e in g  
in  p o s itio n  fo r  n e a rly  fo u r  d ay s , th e  sch em e  cam e to  a 
h a lt  b e fo re  th e  M a rin e  C o m m a n d o s  h a d  re a c h e d  o u r 
p o s itio n s . W e  m u s t  c o n g ra tu la te  S g t. H u m m e rs to n e  
a n d  h is  a n ti- ta n k  g u n n e rs  fo r  p u t t in g  H .M .S .  B la ck  
S w a n  o u t  o f  a c tio n .

T h e  C o m p a n y  d id  v e ry  w ell in  th e  A lb u h e ra  S h ie ld  
so cce r c o m p e titio n , b e in g  b e a te n  b y  “  C  ”  C o m p an y  
a fte r  ex tra  tim e . T h e  tea m  p lay e d  a g o o d  h a rd  gam e 
a n d  w e re  v e ry  u n lu ck y  to  lose. W e  h av e  o u r  eyes o n  
th e  h o ck ey , c rick e t a n d  a th le tic  sh ie ld s  n o w  a n d  th e  
C o m p a n y  a th le te s  a re  o u t  tra in in g  ev e ry  ev en in g  o n  th e  
a ir s tr ip ,  u n d e r  th e  ca refu l eye o f  C /S g t .  O ’K eefe . T h e  
C o m p a n y  w o n  th e  A u  W ai L a m  S h ie ld , w h ich  was 
p re s e n te d  to  th e  B a tta lio n  fo r  o u r  f irs t H o n g  K o n g  
R e g im e n ta l W e ek -e n d . W e  c o n g ra tu la te  th e  tw o  sp o rts  
team s a n d  th e  A ssa u lt C o u rse  te a m , w h o  re p re se n te d  
th e  C o m p a n y . W e  sha ll do  o u r  u tm o s t  to  k eep  th is  
t ro p h y  a t  th e  n e x t  R eg im e n ta l W eek -en d .

W e  h av e  a few  n ew  faces in  C o m p a n y  H .Q . now , 
in c lu d in g  C .S .M . S h ru b b , M .M .,  C /S g t .  O ’K e e fe  an d  
P te . Y o u n g , w h o  has  r e tu rn e d  to  u s  f ro m  S in g ap o re  a n d  
is  b a c k  ag a in  a t h is  desk  in  th e  C o m p a n y  office. P te . 
M u rre ll  is s till w o rk in g  o u t o u r  d e b ts  a n d  c re d its  a n d  
in  h is  sp a re  tim e  is th e  b u s  c o n d u c to r  o f  th e  R eg im en ta l 
b u s . T h e  C o m p a n y  w ere  so rry  to  see C /S g t.  Y eo m an s 
g o ;  h e  has a p o s tin g  to  S in g a p o re  a n d  w e w ish  him  
su ccess  in  h is  n e w  jo b . P te . N e lso n  h as  le f t  u s  fo r  
c iv ilian  life ; w e w ish  h im  th e  v e ry  b e s t o f  lu ck . T o  all 
e x -“  S ”  C o m p a n y  p e rso n n e l w e w ish  all th e  lu ck  in  
th e  w o r ld ;  w e  w o u ld  like  to  h e a r  f ro m  y o u  i f  y o u  can 
f in d  th e  tim e  to  d ro p  u s  a lin e  o r  p o s tc a rd .

C arrie r Platoon
T h e  P la to o n  a t  th e  m o m e n t is  o n ly  a  sh ad o w  o f  its 

fo rm e r  self, b e in g  a b o u t 12 s tro n g . H o w e v e r, b y  th e  
tim e  th e s e  n o tes  a re  in  p r in t  w e  shall h ave  b een  b ro u g h t 
u p  to  s tre n g th  again  b y  p o s tin g s  in  o f  a p p ro x im ate ly  
20 , w h o  h av e  b e e n  u n d e rg o in g  in te n s iv e  M .M .G . 
tra in in g  fo r  th e  la s t e ig h t  w eeks a n d  h av e  a lso  b een  
tra in e d  as W a sp  O p e ra to rs . I n  fac t, b y  th e  e n d  o f 
A p ril  w e sha ll b e  in  th e  h a p p y  p o s itio n  o f  h a v in g  a 
p la to o n  w ell tra in e d  in  b o th  M .M .G . d u tie s  a n d  h an d lin g  
o f  W asps.

P rac tica lly  th e  w h o le  o f  th e  C a rrie r  P la to o n  w h o  left 
th e  U .K . as su c h  a re  n o w  w ell se ttle d  a t  h o m e  o r  on  
th e ir  w ay. O n ly  a few  reg u la rs  r e m a in ; o f  th ese , C p ls . 
W alk e r (74) a n d  W alk e r (11) a re  still g o in g  s tro n g , b o th  
a t  p h o to g ra p h y  a n d  th e  o th e r  sp o rt  th ey  sh a re  in  co m ­
m o n . C p ls . B razil a n d  B u rk e  a n d  L /C p l.  F reak ley ,

b esides g e ttin g  a ll th e  “  g r i f f ”  o n  M .G .,  a re  tra in in g  hard 
w ith  th e  B a tta lio n  a th le tic  te a m , w h ile  L /C p l.  Dench is 
d o in g  a th o ro u g h  jo b  in  g e ttin g  a ll o u r  carrie rs  in  order.

W e  m u s t  o ffer o u r  h e a r t ie s t  c o n g ra tu la tio n s  to  Capt.
G . C . F o rm a n  o n  h is  p ro m o tio n  a n d  o n  tak ing  over 
CQmm and o f  th e  C o m p a n y . W e  t ru s t  h e  rem ains with 
us a n d  c o m m a n d s  th e  C o m p a n y  fo r  m an y  a long day. 
A lso  to  C p ls . W a lk e r  (11), W alk e r (74), W agner and 
B u rk e , a n d  to  L /C p l .  D e n c h  o n  th e ir  prom otions.

I n  th e  fie ld  o f  s p o r t  th e  P la to o n  h a s  b e e n  very quiet 
o f  la te , d u e  ch iefly  to  lack  o f  in te r -p la to o n  competitions, 
b u t  w e  h av e  b e e n  su p p ly in g  m o re  th a n  o u r  share to 
v a rio u s  C o m p a n y  tea m s, in  p a r t ic u la r  a t soccer.

O f  o u r  fo o tb a lle rs  w e  m u s t  m e n tio n  L /C p l.  Larkin, 
P te s . A n d e rso n  a n d  N o rr is ,  th re e  o f  o u r  sta lw arts  who 
have  le ft u s  fo r  C iv v y  S tre e t, a n d  a  special m ention  for 
“  F la n g e r ,”  w h o , w e h o p e , k eep s  w ell clear of 
“  D u b a r ry ’s .”

A fte r  so  m an y  g o o d -b y es  i t  is  g ra n d  to  say welcome 
to  o u r  n e w  m e m b e rs : firs tly , 2 /L t .  G . G . N o rto n  from 
“  B  ”  C o m p a n y , w h o  w e  all feel s u re  is going  to be a 
g ra n d  P la to o n  C o m m a n d e r , an d , second ly , to  Sgt. 
T h o ro g o o d  f ro m  “  D  ”  C o m p a n y , w h o  has fitted into 
th e  C a rrie r  P la to o n  sy s tem  s tra ig h t  fro m  th e  start. We 
h o p e  th e  p re s e n t  tea m  w ill k eep  to g e th e r  u n til  the job 
o u t  h e re  is c o m p le ted . W e  w o u ld  also like to  welcome 
o u r  n ew  frie n d s  f ro m  th e  M .M .G .  C a d re , w ho are due 
to  b e  p o s te d  o n  A p ril  1.

3 -in. M ortar Platoon
S o o n  th e  su ccessfu l s tu d e n ts  o f  N o . 2 M o rta r  Cadre 

w ill b e  jo in in g  th e  P la to o n  a n d  o n ce  again  w e shall be 
u p  to  s tre n g th . T h e r e  h as  a lw ays b e e n  an  excellent 
sp ir i t  a n d  fee lin g  o f  esprit de corps w ith in  the  Platoon 
a n d  rec e n tly  it  has in c re a se d  so m eh o w , a n d  this pride 
in  o u r  a b ility  has  sh o w n  i ts e lf  in  o u r  w ork.

W e h ave  f ired  o n  C astle  P eak  R anges. Again our 
f ire  w as a ccu ra te  a n d  g o o d , w h ic h , o f  co u rse , afforded 
u s  n o  e n d  o f  p leasu re . W e fired  ag a in  o n  L o  W u, after 
sp e n d in g  h a lf  th e  day  c lea rin g  th e  ran g e , an d  even then^ 
in  th e  m id d le  o f  a sh o o t, a jeep  fro m  a neighbouring 
u n it  q u ite  ca lm ly  d ro v e  o v er o u r  ta rg e t  area, causing 
th e  O .P . n o  e n d  o f  h ig h  b lo o d  p ressu re .

O u r  o ld  e x -m e m b e rs  h ave  b e e n  v e ry  b u sy  performing 
g en e ra l d u tie s  w ith in  th e  B a tta lio n , b u t  o ld  faces remain: 
P te s. F e r r ie r ,  L o w , S w in d ells  a n d  K e a t  all seem  to be 
n o w  m o re  a tta c h ed  to  th e  M o rta rs  th a n  ever. Swift 
has  re jo in ed  u s  a n d  he  is  v e ry  b u sy  d riv in g  a carrier. 
O u r  tw o  C o rp o ra ls , C p ls. R u m p  a n d  P ark er, continue 
to  be  th e  b a ck b o n e  o f  th e  P la to o n  a n d  w o rk  like trojans. 
S g t. L a n d re th  is w ith  u s  on ly  o n  p a p e r ;  w e wish him 
success in  h is  n e w  jo b . S g t. D o d k in s  is a t present 
aw ay rev is in g  h is k n o w led g e , as is  L /C p l.  Richardson. 
T h e s e  tw o  N .C .O .s  sh o u ld  co m e b ack  an d  p u t us in 
th e  la te s t p ic tu re  as fa r  as m o rta r  w o rk  is concerned. 
Sg t. W ate rfie ld  s till h o b b les  a ro u n d  as h e  has not yet 
reco v e red  f ro m  h is b ro k en  b o n e , th e  resu lt o f  a rugger 
m atc h . O u r  ca rr ie r  e x p e rt, L /C p l .  F ish e r , is for ever 
tea c h in g  th e  in tr ic a te  p a r ts  to  eag er youngsters. Pte- 
M o o re  has g o n e  to  th e  R eg im e n ta l Police  for a short 
stay . T w o  v e ry  w elcom e ad d itio n s  to  th e  Platoon are 
L /C p ls .  B e n n e tt a n d  W a lte rs , w h o  h ave  show n great 
e n th u s ia sm  a n d  keenness.

: F in a lly  w e w elcom e all th o se  w h o  h av e  jo in e d  us 
: recently a n d  w ish  all th o se  w h o  have left u s  goo d  lu ck  
and p ro sp e r ity .

Assault Pioneer Platoon
N o w  th a t  th e  B a tta lio n  is on  low er e s ta b lish m en t an d  

the P la to o n  is  re d u c e d  to  a m in im u m , its  ac tiv ities are  
considerably cu rta iled .

I t  is w ith  d eep  re g re t  w e b ad e  farew ell to  S g t. B ignell, 
who p ro ce e d e d  h o m e  o n  a w e ll-e a rn e d  P y th o n  in  
January. T h e  P la to o n  ow es m u ch  o f  its  success to  h is  
untiring e n e rg y , h a rd  w o rk  a n d  g ood  w ill. H e  was 
shortly fo llow ed  b y  L /C p ls . C ro u c h e r  a n d  M u n d a y , 
Ptes. A y lo tt, B eech in g , Beasley, W h ite  a n d  L aw ren ce . 
We w ish  th e m  all th e  b e s t o f  lu ck  in  civ ilian  life.

W e c o n g ra tu la te  S g t. D iv e  o n  h is p ro m o tio n  an d  
wish h im  th e  b est o f  lu ck  in  th e  fu tu re  as P la to o n  
Com m ander.

Anti-Tank Platoon
H aving  lo st th e  ab le  g u id an ce  o f  S g t. H u m m ers to n e  

at th e  e n d  o f  th e  y ea r, th e  d e ta c h m en t ca lm ly  faced  an  
uncertain fu tu re  a t  th e  b eg in n in g  o f  th e  q u a rte r. I n  a 
small u n i t  th e  loss o f  o n e  m an  fo r  a d u ty  can  d is ru p t  a 
day’s tra in in g  p ro g ra m m e , a n d  as th e re  a re  alw ays 
plenty o f  d u tie s  w e c a n n o t c laim  to  have d o n e  a lo t o f  
training.

P te . V in c e n t w as th e  on ly  m em b e r  o f  th e  d e ta c h m en t 
to b e  se n t h o m e  fo r  d e m o b  ; w e  all w ish  h im  th e  b est 
of lu ck  in  c iv ilian  life.

T h e  su m m e r is co m in g  soon a n d  w ith  it, w e h o p e , 
more sch em es, m o re  n ig h t  d riv es  a n d  a lo t m o re  
“ b rew  u p s .”

S E R G E A N T S ’ M E S S
D u rin g  M a rc h  w e sa id  farew ells to  o u » ' A rm o u re r , 

Sgt. C liffo rd , S g t. B urgess, Sgt. F lan ag an , S g t. B u rlan d  
and B a n d m a ste r  L .  J . B a rn e tt , th e  las t th re e  o f  w h o m  
are leav ing  th e  A rm y . C /S g t. Y eom ans also le ft  for 
Singapore, a n d  in  h is  p lace  w e  w elcom e C /S g t. O ’K eefe.

O n  S a tu rd a y , M a rc h  25 , w e h a d  th e  B atta lio n  In d i­
vidual A th le tics  M e etin g  a t  B o u n d ary  S tre e t, K ow loon . 
The S e rg ea n ts ’ M e ss  o b ta in e d  th e  use  o f  th e  R eg im en ta l 
bus fo r  th e  day . T h e  jo u rn e y  in to  K o w loon  becam e 
som ew hat h ila rio u s  as i t  w as th e  b ir th d a y — th e  rea l one 
this tim e — o f a ce rta in  C .S .M ., a n d  “  re fre sh m e n ts  ”  
had b een  p laced  o n  th e  b u s . A t a v e ry  goo d  m ee tin g , 
at w h ich  th e  s ligh tly  th in n in g  d o m e o f  D ru m -M a jo r  
H oldford w as p ro m in e n t,  every  o n e  h ad  a goo d  tim e.

In  A p ril  th e  M e ss  p lay e d  th e  C o rp o ra ls ’ C lu b  at 
hockey a n d  tr iu m p h e d  2 — 1. A  r e tu rn  m a tc h  is b e in g  
arranged.

O n A p ril  15 w e w ere  h o n o u red  b y  a v isit o f  20 
m em bers o f  th e  H o n g  K o n g  D efen ce  F o rce  L a d ie s ’ 
Section. T h e y  w ere  e n te r ta in e d  to  d in n e r  in  th e  M ess 
and all p re s e n t  h a d  a g o o d  tim e.

M o re  u se fu l c o n tac ts  w ere m ad e  w h en  th e  M ess 
Played th e  K o w lo o n  C rick e t C lu b  a t snooker an d  
billiards o n  A p ril  25. C .S .M . Je n n in g s  d istin g u ish ed  
himself a t  b illiards.

T o w ard s  th e  e n d  o f  A p ril  th e re  w ere  several b irth d a y s  
which w ere  d u ly  ce leb ra ted . Sg t. W alsh  h a d  h is 21st, 
while S g t. C le lan d  a n d  S g t. A . C o o p er, to o k  o n e  m o re  
step to w a rd s  th e  p r im ro se  p a th . A t th ese  ce leb rations

C /S g t. M a rt in  p ro v e d  h im se lf  a “  to m - to m  ”  ex p e rt
C .S .M . T a r ra n t  has n o t  g iv en  u s  an y  m o re  o f  h is  
fam o u s snake b a ttles , b u t  w e h o p e  to  see h is la te s t 
v e rs io n  soon . C .S .M . S h ru b b , M .M .,  has  sh o w n  th a t  
h is vo ice  is s till in  fine  tr im , a n d  C .S .M . Je n n in g s  th a t  
h e  can  s till p ro d u c e  a “  Sy lvest ”  capab le  o f  rock ing  
th e  v e ry  fo u n d a tio n s  o f  th e  M ess.

A t th e  m o m e n t p rep a ra tio n s  a re  in  fu ll sw ing  fo r  th e  
A lb u h e ra  B all, w h ic h  is sc h ed u le d  fo r M a y  12 in  th e  
K o w lo o n  C rick e t C lu b .

C O R P O R A L S ’ C L U B
T h e  C o rp o ra ls ’ C lu b  is n o w  in  fu ll sw ing . W e h e ld  a 

G ra n d  O p e n in g  P a r ty  in  O c to b e r, to  w h ich  w e in v ited  
several m em b e rs  o f  th e  O fficers’ a n d  S e rg ea n ts ’ M esses. 
N eed less  to  say  th e  C lu b  n ow  s ta n d s  in  so lid  fo u n d a ­
tio n s , soaked  w ith  lash in g s  o f  beer.

C h ris tm a s , 1949, w as ce le b ra te d  as on ly  th e  C o rp o rals  
k n o w  how , a n d  1950 cam e in  to  a  p in t  o f  b lack  a n d  tan . 
W e h ave  lo s t m an y  o f  o u r  o ld  m em b e rs , a n d  have 
w elco m ed  m an y  n ew  m em b e rs  to  sw ell o u r  ran k s a n d  
w e n o w  h ave  a p p ro x im ate ly  160 in  th e  M ess.

W ith  th e  h o t  w e a th e r  co m in g  now , w e h o p e  to  m ake 
fu ll u se  o f  th e  R eg im e n ta l b u s  (p o sh  w ag o n  to  th e  
in itia ted )  a n d  g e t to g e th e r  w ith  o th e r  U n i ts ’ C o rp o ra ls ’ 
C lu b s  fo r  sp o rts , o u tin g s , etc.

T h e  C lu b  fu n d s  a re  s tead ily  sw elling  w ith  th e  ab le  
a ssistance  o f  C p ls. D ick en s, F a irb ra ss  a n d  B row n 
ru n n in g  h o u sey -h o u sey  o nce  a  w eek. M e m b e rs  e x te n d  
th e ir  sy m p a th ie s  to  a ll rea d e rs  w hile  th e y  p re p a re  fo r  a 
sm oker to  b e a t all sm okers.

A T H L E T IC S
O n  S a tu rd a y , M a rc h  25 , 1950, w e  h e ld  o u r  f irst 

A th le tic  M e e tin g  o f  th e  season . T h is  m ee tin g  w as h e ld  
o n  a n  in d iv id u a l basis a t  B o u n d a ry  S tre e t, K o w loon . 
T h e  m a in  o b jec t o f  th is  m ee tin g  w as to  f in d  o u r  
a th le te s  fo r  th e  B rig ad e  a n d  L a n d  F o rc es  A th letic  
M eetin g s.

T h e  m ee tin g  w as w ell a tte n d e d  a n d  th e  e lem en ts  w ere 
v e ry  k in d  in  p ro v id in g  u s  w ith  a m o s t lovely  day.

D u e  to  th e  h ea t, resu lts  w ere  n o t o u ts ta n d in g , b u t  it 
is a n tic ip a te d  th a t  w ith  tra in in g  th ese  w ill im p ro v e  
co nsiderab ly . T h e  re su lts  w ere  as fo llow s:
100 Yards.—Pte. Thomas, Sgt. Walsh, Cpl. Brazil.
220 Yards.—Pte. Thomas, Sgt. Walsh, Pte. Beech.
440 Y ards.—Sgt. Wright, Pte. Whitehead, Pte. Paget.
880 Y ards.—Cpl. Smith, Pte. Collins.
One M ile .—Pte. Munday, 2/Lt. J. M. Lock, 2/Lt. E. B. Thomas. 
Three M iles.—Pte. Munday, Pte. Mason, 2 Lt. E. B. Thomas. 
Ham m er.—Pte. Jenkins, Drum-Major Holdford, Capt. Livemore, 

M.C.
Discus.—Pte. Jenkins, Drum-Major Holdford, L/Cpl. Gatland.
Shot.—R.S.M. Weller, Drum-Major Holdford, Cpl. Small.

Ja v e lin .—Bdsm. Stevens, R.S.M. Weller, Drum-Major Holdford. 
H op , Step  and  Ju m p .—Cpl. Burke, Bdsm. Stevens, Bdsm. Pantrini. 
H igh Ju m p .—Pte. Reeves, Pte. Jenkins, Pte. Thomas.
Long Ju m p .—Pte. Thomas, Sgt. Wright, Lt. B. K. Clayden.
P o le  Vault.—Pte. Jenkins, Drum-Major Holdford, Capt. P. J. 

Livemore, M.C.
R .S .M . W e lle r  a n d  D ru m -M a jo r  H o ld fo rd  rep re ­

sen ted  th e  o ld  schoo l, a n d , as c a n  b e  seen , ac q u itte d  
th em se lv es  ex trem e ly  w ell. O f  th e  new  b lo o d , P te . 
T h o m a s  ran  w ell in  th e  s p rin ts  w ith  P te . M u n d a y  
d o m in a tin g  th e  lo n g er d istan ces . P te . J e n k in s  p a rtic i­
p a te d  w ith  g rea t a b ility  in  fo u r  ev en ts  a n d  h is d iscus 
th ro w in g  w o n  h im  a  silver m ed a l fo r  th e  b e s t ind iv id u a l 
pe rfo rm an ce .
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M rs. A .  de S .  C lay ton  presenting P ts . Jen kin s  w ith  a  silver m edal f o r  the most outstanding  perform ance in  the Battalion 
In d iv id u a l A th le tic  M eetin g  held  a t K ow loon on M a rch  24  and  25 , 1950

M rs . A . d e  S . C la y to n  k in d ly  p re s e n te d  th e  p riz e s  a t 
th e  e n d  o f  th e  m ee tin g .

A s a  re s u lt  o f  th is  m ee tin g , th e  p o ten tia l B a tta lio n  
te a m  a re  n o w  tra in in g  da ily  u n d e r  th e  ab le  g u id an ce  o f  
M a jo r  J. E . F .  W illo u g h b y . W e a re  n ow  look ing  
fo rw a rd  w ith  h ig h  h o p es  to  th e  fo rth c o m in g  B rigade  
a n d  L a n d  F o rc es  C h am p io n sh ip s .

CE d ito ria l no te .— I t  has  ju s t  b een  re p o r te d  th a t  th e  
B a tta lio n  w o n  th e  B rig ad e  A th le tics  w ith  co n su m m a te  
ease.)

C R O S S -C O U N T R Y
I n  th e  27 B rig ad e  c ro s s -c o u n try  c h a m p io n sh ip s , h e ld  

a t S ek  K o n g  o n  Ja n u a ry  11, 1950, w e ran  a v e ry  g ru ellin g  
6 k m ile  race  to  f in ish  th ird . I t  w as, ho w ev er, a  v e ry  
t ig h t  tu ss le  b e tw een  o urse lves  a n d  2 3 rd  F ie ld  R eg im en t, 
R .A ., fo r  seco n d  place.

W e fo u n d  co n s id e rab le  ta le n t  in  th e  n ew  ru n n e rs ,  
fillin g  v acancies in  th e  te a m  d u e  to  release , a n d  o u t­
s ta n d in g  in  th ese  w as 2 /L t.  J. M . L o ck , w h o  f in ish ed  
n in th  in  a fie ld  o f  o v e r 100. W e w elcom e b ack  to  th e  
tea m  P te . M u n d a y , w h o  has  n o w  reco v e red  f ro m  a 
te m p o ra ry  illn ess  a n d  is ru n n in g  ex tre m e ly  w ell.

W e  en te re d  a sc ra tch  tea m  a t  s h o r t  n o tice  fo r  th e  
26  G u rk h a  In fa n try  B rig ad e  O p e n  K u r d  R ace  on  
Ja n u a ry  11 a n d  f in ish ed  s ix th  in  th is  m o s t u n u su a l h ill-  
c lim b in g  race. A ll m em b e rs  o f  th e  tea m  ra n  ex trem ely  
w ell, b u t  i t  w as b ro u g h t h o m e  fu lly  th a t  n o  o n e  can  
co m p are  w ith  th e  G u rk h a s  w h e n  it com es to  h ill ru n n in g .

P te . B o u lch in , w h ilst r u n n in g  v e ry  w ell, fell a n d  b roke  
h is le ft a rm  a n d  he  has on ly  ju s t  seen  th e  las t o f  th e  
p la s te r  cast.

B O X I N G
T h e  seaso n  1949-50 has  b e e n  a v e ry  successful one 

fo r th e  B a tta lio n ; in  sp ite  o f  lo sin g  h a lf  th e  Battalion 
te a m  in  th e  m id d le  o f  th e  season , w e s till m anaged to 
f in ish  th e  seaso n  w ith  a s tro n g  one.

T h e  seaso n  o p e n e d  w ith  th e  27  B rigade  Individual 
C h a m p io n sh ip s  a n d  th e  R e g im e n t w o n  five o u t of the 
sev en  w e ig h ts . P te s . Je lly , C raze , W h ite , W oodman 
a n d  S a u n d e rs  w ere  th e  v ic to rs . P te s . W ebste r and 
G a tla n d  a n d  L /C p l .  N o b le  fo u g h t w ell, b u t  w ere not 
ab le  to  m ak e  th e  p riz e -w in n e rs ’ list.

A fte r  th e  B rig ad e  C h a m p io n sh ip s  th e  40  Divisional 
C h a m p io n sh ip s  w ere  h e ld  a t  Sek  K o n g , and  Ptes. 
S a u n d e rs , W o o d m a n  a n d  C raze  w o n  th e  bantam , 
fea th e r  a n d  w e lte r  d iv is io n s  resp ec tiv e ly . P te . W hite 
( lig h tw e ig h t)  w as v e ry  u n lu ck y  to  lose  h is  final fight 
a n d  he  fo u g h t v e ry  w ell in d ee d . A fte r  th e  Divisional 
C h a m p io n sh ip s  w e lo st th e  serv ices o f  P te s . W hite  and 
W o o d m a n  a n d  also  P te s . W e b s te r ,  W alk e r an d  L. Cpl. 
R u t ty  w h o  w ere  v e ry  v a lu ab le  seco n d  s tr in g s , and  were 
a n  asse t to  th e  tea m  w ith  th e ir  n ev e r-fa ilin g  good hum our 
a n d  h a rd  w ork .

T h e  in d iv id u a l p h a se  o f  th e  seaso n  b e in g  over we 
c o n c en tra te d  o n  tea m  co m p e titio n s  a n d  w o n  the  Bnga e 
C h a m p io n sh ip s , b e a tin g  th e  1st B a tta lio n  R oyal Leices­
te rsh ire  R e g im e n t a n d  1st B a tta lio n  A rg y ll and  Suther­
lan d  H ig h lan d e rs . I t  w as in te n d e d  to  h o ld  a Division 
T e a m  C h a m p io n sh ip , b u t  i t  w as n o t  possib le  owing to 
o th e r  co m m itm en ts . I n  v iew  o f  th e  successes the  team 
h a d  g a in e d  u p  to  d a te  th e  re su lt w o u ld  have been a 
fo reg o n e  co nclusion .

^Jhe 2 ) i e J d a r d i  207

P tes. C raze  a n d  S a u n d e rs  b y  th is  tim e  h a d  g o n e  to  
Singapore to  f ig h t in  th e  F A R E L F  C h a m p io n sh ip s  an d  
they fo u g h t v e ry  w ell, S au n d ers  g e ttin g  th ro u g h  to  th e  
finals a n d  th e n  lo sin g  a v e ry  close fight.

W e f in ish ed  th e  season  w ith  a frien d ly  m a tc h  aga inst 
a naval tea m  o rg an ised  b y  H .M .S . Ja m a ica . W e lost 
6— 5 a fte r  a series o f  v e ry  h a rd  fights a n d  in  sp ite  o f  n o t 
having th e  serv ices o f  P te . C raze. W e  w ere losing  5— o 
at one  p o in t  d u r in g  th e  ev en in g  b u t  th e  tea m  fo u g h t 
back g a llan tly  a n d  n ea rly  m ad e  it.

T h e  “ A lb u h e ra  ”  B ox ing  C o m p e titio n  to o k  p lace  on  
M arch 7 a n d  9 a n d  som e v e ry  g ood  b o x in g  w as seen. 
As th e  C o m m a n d in g  O fficer sa id  befo re  h e  p rese n ted  
the p r iz e s : “ T h e  o u ts ta n d in g  fea tu re  o f  th e  b o x in g  
was th e  w ay  th a t  co m p ara tiv e  nov ices w illing ly  e n te re d  
the r in g  ag a in st m em b e rs  o f  th e  B atta lio n  b o x in g  team  
and gave th e m  v e ry  close f ig h ts .”

T h e  w in n e rs  a n d  ru n n e rs -u p  w ere :
H eavy—  Pte. Jelly; Capt. P. J. Livemore, M.C.
Light H ea vy.—L/Cpl. Gatland; L/Cpl. Thorpe.
Middle.—Pte. Hutchins; Pte. Passmore.
Light.—L/Cpl. Noble; Cpl. Spicer.
Welter.—2/Lt. E. R. de B. Vare; Sgt. Redmond. 
feather.—Cpl. Lloyd; Pte. Bessley.
Bantam.—Pte. Campbell; Pte. Harris.

T h e  reg u la r  m em b e rs  o f  th e  B atta lio n  te a m  th ro u g h o u t 
the season  w ere : P te . Je lly , P te . W e b ste r, C p l. H ilk en s , 
Pte. G a tla n d , L /C p l .  R u tty , P te . H u tc h in s , P te . C raze, 
Pte. H a r r is o n , P te . R o d g e rs , P te . S tre e te r , P te . W h ite ,

L /C p l.  N o b le , C p l. S p icer, C p l. L lo y d , P te . W o o d m a n  
a n d  P te . S au n d ers .

T ra in in g  a n d  g en e ra l su p e rv is io n  was c a rried  o u t b y
C .S .M . T im p a n y , to  w h o m  th e  c re d it  goes fo r  alw ays 
p ro d u c in g  box ers  w h o  w ere  v e ry  f it  a n d  fu ll o f  f ight.

R U G B Y  F O O T B A L L
W e w ere  v e ry  b a d ly  h i t  b y  in ju rie s  in  th e  seco n d  h a lf  

o f  th e  seaso n , lo sing  2 /L t.  J . C . B ucknall, 2 L t .  H .  J . 
E v an s  a n d  S g t. W ate rfie ld  th ro u g h  leg  in ju rie s— in  fac t, 
th ro u g h  in ju rie s  a n d  re lease . O n ly  C .S .M . Je n n in g s  o f  
th e  sev en  B a tta lio n  rep re se n ta tiv e s  w h o  p lay ed  fo r  27 
I n fa n try  B rig ad e  w as le ft to  h o ld  th e  fo rt.

In c id e n ta lly , C .S .M . Je n n in g s  p lay e d  fo r  th e  A rm y  
X V  th ro u g h o u t th e  seaso n  in  th e  C o lo n y  a n d  o n  th e  
to u r  o f  M alay a  a n d  p lay e d  c o n s is ten tly  w ith  d istin c tio n .

W e w ere  faced  w ith  th e  u n en v iab le  task  o f  filling 
n in e  p laces , an d , to  a d d  to  th e  difficu lties, o n ly  th re e  
p layers w ere  fo u n d  o u t  o f  all th e  n ew  d rafts . E fforts  
a re  b e in g  m ad e , n o t  w ith o u t success , to  co ach  keen  
reg u la r  so ld iers a n d  th u s  fo rm  a  so lid  n u c le u s  o f  so u n d  
p layers in  o rd e r  to  s u rm o u n t th e  p ro b le m  o f  e v e r-  
d e p a rtin g  n a tio n a l se rv icem en . I t  w ill u n d o u b te  d ly  
tak e  tim e  to  show  po sitiv e  re su lts  o f  th ese  efforts.

W e h a d  h o p e d , so m ew h at foo lish ly , to  t ro u n c e  23 
F ie ld  R e g im en t, R .A ., o n  D e c e m b e r  21 , b u t  th e  m a tc h  
w as lost a fte r  a v ery  h a rd  g am e b y  6 p o in ts  to  5. W e

B a ck  rozo : C .S .M .I .  P . T im p a n y , Pte. H arrison , P te. G a tland , L  Cpl. N ohle , P te. W ebster 
Centre row : P te . W a lker , P te . Pritchard, P ie. J e lle y , L  Cpl. R u t ty ,  Pte. W oodm an  
F rcn t row : P te. C ra ze , C .O ., P te . W hite , C apt. E . C . Osborne, P te. Saunders



M rs. A .  de S .  C la y to n  presenting P te . Jen k in s  w ith  a silver m edal fo r  the m ost outstanding  perform ance in the Battalion 
In d iv id u a l A th le tic  M eetin g  h e ld  a t  K ow loon on M a rc h  24  an d  25 , 1950

M rs . A . d e  S . C la y to n  k in d ly  p re se n te d  th e  p rizes  a t 
th e  e n d  o f  th e  m ee tin g .

A s a  re su lt  o f  th is  m ee tin g , th e  p o te n tia l  B a tta lio n  
te a m  a re  n o w  tra in in g  da ily  u n d e r  th e  ab le  g u id an c e  o f  
M a jo r  J . E . F . W illo u g h b y . W e a re  n ow  lo ok ing  
fo rw a rd  w ith  h ig h  h o p es  to  th e  fo rth c o m in g  B rigade  
a n d  L a n d  F o rc es  C h am p io n sh ip s .

(.E d ito r ia l no te .— I t  has ju s t  b een  re p o r te d  th a t  th e  
B a tta lio n  w o n  th e  B rig ad e  A th le tics  w ith  c o n su m m a te  
ease.)

C R O S S - C O U N T R Y
I n  th e  27  B rig ad e  c ro s s -c o u n try  ch a m p io n sh ip s , h e ld  

a t  Sek  K o n g  o n  Ja n u a ry  11, 1950, w e ran  a  v e ry  g ru e llin g  
6£ m ile  race  to  f in ish  th ird .  I t  w as, h o w ev er, a v e ry  
t ig h t  tu ss le  b e tw e en  o urse lves  a n d  2 3 rd  F ie ld  R eg im e n t, 
R .A ., fo r  seco n d  place.

W e fo u n d  c o n s id e rab le  ta le n t  in  th e  n e w  ru n n e rs ,  
fillin g  v acancies in  th e  tea m  d u e  to  re lease , a n d  o u t­
s ta n d in g  in  th ese  w as 2 /L t.  J . M . L o c k , w h o  f in ish ed  
n in th  in  a fie ld  o f  o v e r 100. W e  w elcom e b ack  to  th e  
te a m  P te . M u n d a y , w h o  has n o w  rec o v e re d  fro m  a 
te m p o ra ry  illn ess  a n d  is ru n n in g  e x trem e ly  well.

W e e n te re d  a s c ra tch  tea m  a t s h o r t  n o tice  fo r  th e  
26  G u rk h a  In fa n try  B rig ad e  O p e n  K u rd  R ace  o n  
Ja n u a ry  11 a n d  f in ish ed  s ix th  in  th is  m o s t  u n u su a l h ill-  
c lim b in g  race. A ll m em b e rs  o f  th e  tea m  ran  ex trem e ly  
w ell, b u t  i t  w as b ro u g h t h o m e  fu lly  th a t  n o  o n e  can  
co m p a re  w ith  th e  G u rk h a s  w h e n  it co m es to  h ill ru n n in g .

P te . B o u lch in , w h ils t  r u n n in g  v e ry  w ell, fell a n d  b roke  
h is  le ft a rm  a n d  h e  has on ly  ju s t  seen  th e  las t o f  th e  
p la s te r  cast.

B O X I N G
T h e  seaso n  1949-50 h as  b e e n  a  v e ry  successful one 

fo r  th e  B a tta lio n ; in  sp ite  o f  lo sin g  h a lf  th e  Battalion 
tea m  in  th e  m id d le  o f  th e  season , w e  s till m anaged to 
f in ish  th e  seaso n  w ith  a  s tro n g  one.

T h e  season  o p e n e d  w ith  th e  27  B rig ad e  Individual 
C h a m p io n sh ip s  a n d  th e  R e g im e n t w o n  five o u t o f the 
sev en  w e ig h ts . P te s . Je lly , C raze, W h ite , W oodm an 
a n d  S a u n d e rs  w ere  th e  v ic to rs. P te s . W eb ste r and 
G a tla n d  a n d  L /C p l .  N o b le  fo u g h t w ell, b u t  w ere not 
ab le  to  m ak e  th e  p r iz e -w in n e rs ’ list.

A fte r  th e  B rig ad e  C h a m p io n sh ip s  th e  40  Divisional 
C h a m p io n sh ip s  w ere  h e ld  a t  S ek  K o n g , an d  Ptes. 
S a u n d e rs , W o o d m a n  a n d  C raze  w o n  th e  bantam , 
fea th e r  a n d  w e lte r  d iv is ions  resp ec tiv e ly . P te . W hite 
( lig h tw e ig h t)  w as v e ry  u n lu ck y  to  lose  h is  final fight 
a n d  h e  fo u g h t v e ry  w ell in d eed . A fte r  th e  Divisional 
C h a m p io n sh ip s  w e lo st th e  serv ices o f  P te s .  W hite  and 
W o o d m a n  a n d  a lso  P te s . W e b s te r ,  W alk e r an d  L /Cpl. 
R u t ty  w h o  w ere  v e ry  v a lu ab le  seco n d  s tr in g s , and  were 
a n  asse t to  th e  tea m  w ith  th e i r  n e v e r-fa ilin g  goo d  hum our 
a n d  h a rd  w ork .

T h e  in d iv id u a l p h a se  o f  th e  seaso n  b e in g  over we 
c o n c en tra te d  o n  tea m  co m p e titio n s  a n d  w o n  th e  Brigade 
C h a m p io n sh ip s , b e a tin g  th e  1st B a tta lio n  R oyal Leices­
te r s h ire  R e g im e n t a n d  1st B a tta lio n  A rg y ll an d  S u ther­
lan d  F lig h lan d e rs . I t  w as in te n d e d  to  h o ld  a Divisional 
T e a m  C h a m p io n sh ip , b u t  it  w as n o t  po ssib le  owing to 
o th e r  co m m itm en ts . I n  v iew  o f  th e  successes the  team 
h a d  g a in ed  u p  to  d a te  th e  re su lt w o u ld  have been a 
fo reg o n e  co n clu sio n .
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P tes . C raze  a n d  S a u n d e rs  b y  th is  t im e  h a d  g o n e  to  
S ingapore to  f ig h t in  th e  F A R E L F  C h a m p io n sh ip s  a n d  
they fo u g h t v e ry  w ell, S au n d ers  g e ttin g  th ro u g h  to  th e  
finals a n d  th e n  lo sin g  a v e ry  close fight.

W e f in ish ed  th e  season  w ith  a frien d ly  m a tc h  against 
a naval tea m  o rg an ised  b y  H .M .S . Jam aica .  W e lo st 
6— 5 a fte r  a series o f  v e ry  h a rd  fights a n d  in  sp ite  o f  n o t 
having th e  serv ices o f  P te . C raze. W e w ere lo sin g  5— o 
at one p o in t  d u r in g  th e  ev en in g  b u t  th e  tea m  fo u g h t 
back g a llan tly  a n d  n ea rly  m ad e  it.

T h e  “ A lb u h e ra  ”  B ox ing  C o m p e titio n  took p lace  o n  
M arch 7 a n d  9 a n d  som e v e ry  goo d  b o x in g  was seen. 
As th e  C o m m a n d in g  O fficer said  befo re  h e  p rese n ted  
the p r iz e s : “  T h e  o u ts ta n d in g  fea tu re  o f  th e  b ox ing  
was th e  w ay  th a t  c o m p ara tiv e  novices w illing ly  en te re d  
the r in g  ag a in st m em b e rs  o f  th e  B atta lio n  b o x in g  team  
and gave th e m  v e ry  c lose fig h ts .”

T h e  w in n e rs  a n d  ru n n e rs -u p  w ere :
H ea vy—  Pte. Jelly; Capt. P. J. Livemore, M.C.
Light H ea v y .—L/Cpl. Gatland; L/Cpl. Thorpe.
Middle.—Pte. Hutchins; Pte. Passmore.
Light.—L/Cpl. Noble; Cpl. Spicer.
Welter.—2/Lt. E. R. de B. Vare; Sgt. Redmond.
Feather.—Cpl. Lloyd; Pte. Bessley.
Bantam.—Pte. Campbell; Pte. Harris.

T h e  reg u la r  m em b e rs  o f  th e  B atta lio n  team  th ro u g h o u t 
the season  w ere : P te . Je lly , P te . W e b ste r, C p l. H ilk en s , 
Pte. G a tla n d , L /C p l .  R u tty , P te . H u tc h in s , P te . C raze, 
Pte. H a r r iso n , P te . R o d g e rs , P te . S tre e te r , P te . W h ite ,

L /C p l.  N o b le , C p l. S p icer, C p l. L lo y d , P te . W o o d m a n  
a n d  P te . S a u n d e rs .

T ra in in g  a n d  g en e ra l su p e rv is io n  w as c a rr ie d  o u t  by
C .S .M . T im p a n y , to  w h o m  th e  c re d it  goes for alw ays 
p ro d u c in g  b o x e rs  w h o  w ere  v e ry  f it  a n d  fu ll o f  f ight.

R U G B Y  F O O T B A L L
W e w ere  v e ry  b a d ly  h i t  b y  in ju rie s  in  th e  seco n d  h a lf  

o f  th e  seaso n , lo sin g  2 /L t.  J. C . B ucknall, 2 /L t.  H . J. 
E v an s  a n d  S g t. W a te rfie ld  th ro u g h  leg  in ju rie s— in fac t, 
th ro u g h  in ju rie s  a n d  re lease . O n ly  C .S .M . Je n n in g s  o f  
th e  sev en  B a tta lio n  rep resen ta tiv es  w h o  p lay ed  fo r  27 
In fa n try  B rig ad e  w as left to  h o ld  th e  fo rt.

In c id e n ta lly , C .S .M . Je n n in g s  p lay e d  fo r  th e  A rm y  
X V  th ro u g h o u t th e  season  in  th e  C o lo n y  a n d  o n  th e  
to u r  o f  M alay a  an d  p lay e d  c o n s is ten tly  w ith  d istin c tio n .

W e  w ere faced  w ith  th e  u n en v iab le  task  o f  filling 
n in e  p laces , an d , to  a d d  to  th e  difficu lties, o n ly  th re e  
p layers w ere  fo u n d  o u t  o f  all th e  n e w  d rafts . E fforts  
a re  b e in g  m ad e , n o t  w ith o u t  success, to  coach  keen  
reg u la r  so ld iers a n d  th u s  fo rm  a so lid  n u c le u s  o f  s o u n d  
p lay ers  in  o rd e r  to  s u rm o u n t th e  p ro b le m  o f  e v e r-  
d e p a rtin g  na tio n a l se rv icem en . I t  w ill u n d o u b te d ly  
tak e  tim e  to  show  p o sitive  resu lts  o f  th ese  efforts.

W e  h a d  h o p e d , so m ew h at foolish ly , to  t ro u n c e  23 
F ie ld  R eg im en t, R .A ., o n  D e c e m b e r  21 , b u t  th e  m a tc h  
w as lo st a fte r  a v e ry  h a rd  g am e b y  6 p o in ts  to  5. W e

B a ck  rota : C .S .M .l .  P . T im pany, P te . H arrison , P te . G a tla tid , L ’.C pl. N oble , P te . W ebster  
Centre row : P te. W alker, P te . Pritchard, P te . J e lley , L IC p l. R u t ty ,  Pte. W oodm an  
F ront row : Pee. C raze , C  O ., P te. W h ile , C ap t. E . C . Osborns, P ie . Saunders
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f i e l d e d  a  c o m p e t e n t  a n d  l i v e l y  p a c k  w i t h  a  t h r u s t f u l  

t h r e e q u a r t e r  l i n e ,  b u t  t h e  e f f e c t i v e n e s s  o f  b o t h  w a s  c o m ­
p l e t e l y  n u l l i f i e d  b y  a  d r e a d f u l  w e a k n e s s  o f  t h e  b a s e  o f  
t h e  s c r u m .  W e  w e r e  l e a d i n g  u n t i l  j u s t  b e f o r e  t h e  f in a l  
w h i s t l e  w h e n  t h e  g u n n e r s  s c o r e d  f r o m  a  p e n a l t y  k i c k  in  

f r o n t  o f  o u r  p o s t s .
O n  J a n u a r y  1 8  R u g b y  i n  t h e  B a t t a l io n  r e c e i v e d  a  m o s t  

w e l c o m e  b o o s t  i n  t h e  f o r m  o f  w i n n i n g  a n  u n o f f i c ia l  
i n t e r - u n i t  s e v e n - a - s i d e  c o m p e t i t i o n  b e f o r e  a  l a r g e  
a u d i e n c e .  W e  e n t e r e d  t w o  t e a m s ,  b o t h  o f  w h i c h  
c o v e r e d  t h e m s e l v e s  w i t h  g l o r y  b y  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  a f t e r ­
n o o n .  T h e  “ A ”  t e a m ,  c o n s i s t i n g  o f  L t s .  E .  C .  S .  
O s b o r n e ,  B .  K .  C la y d e n .  2  L t s .  J .  C .  B u c k n a l l ,  E .  B .  
T h o m a s ,  E .  R .  d e  B .  V a r e ,  C . S . M .  J e n n in g s  a n d  P t e .  
P a s s m o r e ,  w o n  t h e  c o m p e t i t i o n ,  b e a t i n g  3 r d  R o y a l  T a n k  
R e g i m e n t  “ A ”  6 — o ,  1 s t  A r g y l l  a n d  S u t h e r l a n d  H i g h ­
l a n d e r s  1 1 — 1 0  a f t e r  a  m o s t  t h r i l l i n g  a n d  c l o s e  g a m e  i n  
t h e  s e m i - f i n a l s ,  a n d  3 r d  R o y a l  T a n k  R e g i m e n t  “  B  ”  

1 5 — o  i n  t h e  f in a l .
I n j u r i e s  a n d  d e p a r t u r e s  t h e n  c a m e  u p o n  u s  f a s t  a n d  

f u r i o u s l y  a n d  i t  b e c a m e  i n c r e a s in g ly  h a r d  t o  f i e l d  a  
r e p r e s e n t a t iv e  X V .  W e  s u f f e r e d  a  c o u p l e  o f  d e f e a t s  a t  
t h e  h a n d s  o f  t h e  A r g y l l  a n d  S u t h e r l a n d  H i g h l a n d e r s  
( o — 1 8 )  a n d  2 3 r d  F i e l d  R e g i m e n t ,  R .A .  (o — 2 5 ) .

I n  v i e w  o f  t h e  l o n g  l i s t  o f  in j u r i e s  i t  w a s  d e c i d e d  n o t

t o  e n t e r  a  t e a m  f o r  t h e  a n n u a l  C o l o n y  s e v e n - a - s id e  
c o m p e t i t i o n  f o r  t h e  B la r n e y  S t o n e  S h i e l d .  H o w e v e r  
a t  t h e  l a s t  m i n u t e ,  i t  w a s  f o u n d  t h a t  o u r  c r ip p le s  had  
im p r o v e d  s o  m u c h  i n  h e a l t h  a n d  v i g o u r  t h a t  w e  to o k  ou r  
c o u r a g e  i n  b o t h  h a n d s  a n d  p u t  i n  a  t e a m .  W e  w ere  
e x t r e m e l y  l u c k y  i n  h a v i n g  C a p t .  C .  N .  C l a y d e n  a v a ilab le  
t o  p la y  f o r  u s  a n d  h i s  p r e s e n c e  a s s u r e d  u s  o f  h itt in g  
p o w e r  b e h i n d  t h e  s c r u m .  T h i r t y - s i x  t e a m s  e n t e r e d  for  
t h e  c o m p e t i t i o n  w i t h  t h e  H o n g  K o n g  F o o t b a l l  C lu b  
“ A ”  a n d  “  B  ”  t e a m s  a s  h o t  f a v o u r i t e s .  O u r  f ir s t  m a tch  
w a s  a g a in s t  “  C h in a  O l d  H a n d s , ”  a  c i v i l i a n  t e a m  o f  
e l d e r l y  p la y e r s  o f  c la s s ,  w h o  m a d e  u p  i n  g u i l e  w h at  
t h e y  l o s t  i n  y e a r s .  W e  w e r e  t h r e e  p o i n t s  d o w n  a t  h a lf-  
t i m e ,  a f t e r  s o m e  v e r y  s c r a p p y  p la y ,  b u t  s o o n  a f t e r  h a lf-  
t i m e  2 / L t .  J .  C .  B u c k n a l l  d r i b b l e d  t h r o u g h  f r o m  a 
l o o s e  s c r u m  a n d  t h e n  C a p t .  C .  N .  C t a y d e n  b r o k e  th ro u g h  
w i t h  a  f i f t y - y a r d  r u n ,  w h i c h  l e f t  t h e  “  O l d  H a n d s  ”  
s t a n d in g .  W e  e v e n t u a l l y  w o n  b y  8 — 3 .

I n  t h e  s e c o n d  r o u n d  w e  m e t  E . W . O . ,  a  t e a m  e n te r e d  
b y  M e s s r s .  J a r d in e ,  M a t h e s o n  a n d  C o . ,  a n d  w e  p la y e d  a 
c o n s id e r a b ly  m o r e  p o l i s h e d  g a m e  a n d  w o n  b y  9 — 3. 
C a p t .  C .  N .  C l a y d e n  s c o r e d  t w i c e  a n d  P t e .  P a ssm o r e  
o n c e .  T h e  t e a m  w a s  o b v i o u s l y  s e t t l i n g  d o w n  a n d  th e  
t h r e e q u a r t e r s  w e r e  e q u a l l y  s t r o n g  i n  a t t a c k  a s  d e fe n c e ,  
w h i l s t  t h e  f o r w a r d s  g a v e  t h e m  a l l  o f  t h e  b a l l .  T h is

W I N N I N G  S E V E N  I N  C O L O N Y  S E V E N - A - S I D E  C O M P E T I T I O N  F O R  B L A R N E Y - S T O N E  S H I E L D ,
S A T U R D A Y ,  M A R C H  18

S t a n d i n g  ( l e f t  t o  r i g h t )  : P t e .  B a l e , 2 / L t .  H .  J .  E v a n s ,  2 / L t .  J .  C .  B u c k n a l l  ( i n j u r e d  i n  s e c o n d  r o u n d ) ,  C . S . M .  J e n n in g s , 
L t .  B .  K .  C l a y d e n  ( i n j u r e d  in  s e c o n d  r o u n d )

S i t t i n g :  C a p t .  C .  N .  C l a y d e n ,  2 / L t .  E .  B .  T h o m a s ,  P t e .  P a s s m o r e ,  2 ¡ L t .  E .  R .  d e  B .  V a r e

Z )L  S b u -

m a t c h  t o o k  i t s  t o l l ,  h o w e v e r ,  a s  L t .  B .  K .  C la y d e n ,  w h o  
h a d  p l a y e d  w i t h  a  s e p t i c  a r m ,  a n d  2 / L t .  J .  C .  B u c k n a l l ,  
w h o s e  o l d  l e g  in j u r y  r e c u r r e d ,  h a d  t o  s t a n d  d o w n  f r o m  
t h e  f o l l o w i n g  r o u n d s .  T h e s e  w e r e  t w o  s e r io u s  l o s s e s  
to  a  w e l l - b a l a n c e d  s i d e  a n d  m a d e  u s  f e e l  a p p r e h e n s iv e  
o f  t h e  n e x t  r o u n d  a g a in s t  C l u b  “ A , ”  t h e  f a v o u r i t e s .  
H o w e v e r ,  2 / L t .  E .  B .  T h o m a s  a n d  P t e .  B a le  s t e p p e d  i n  
a s  s u b s t i t u t e s  a n d  b o t h  p la y e d  s t e r l in g  g a m e s  i n  t h e  

r e m a in in g  r o u n d s .
O n c e  a g a in  w e  s t a r t e d  s l o w l y  a n d  w e r e  s o o n  t h r e e  

p o in t s  d o w n ,  b u t  i m m e d ia t e ly  a f t e r  h a l f - t i m e  C a p t .  C .  N .  
C la y d e n  e q u a l i s e d  w i t h  a  v e r y  n e a t  k i c k  a h e a d  a n d  a ls o  
m a d e  t h e  c o n v e r s io n .  T h r e e  m i n u t e s  l a t e r  h e  s c o r e d  
a g a in  o n  t h e  b l i n d  s i d e ,  w h i c h  h e  r o u n d e d  o f f  w i t h  
a n o t h e r  c o n v e r s i o n ,  l e a v i n g  u s  a s  v e r y  u n e x p e c t e d  
v ic t o r s  b y  1 0 — 3 . T h i s  c o n v i n c i n g  d e f e a t  o f  t h e  
f a v o u r i t e s  o b v i o u s l y  s h o o k  t h e  s p e c t a t o r s  t o  t h e  c o r e  
a n d ,  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  i n  t h e  c o m p e t i t i o n ,  t h e  R e g i ­
m e n t a l  t e a m  b e c a m e  a  p o w e r  i n  t h e  la n d .

O u r  n e x t  e n c o u n t e r ,  i n  t h e  s e m i - f in a l s ,  w a s  a  m o s t  

g r u e l l i n g  g a m e  w i t h  t h e  H o n g  K o n g  a n d  S h a n g h a i  B a n k ,  
i n  w h i c h  s t a m in a  w a s  a t  a  p r e m iu m .  T h e r e  w a s  n o  
s c o r e  a t  f u l l  t i m e  a n d  i t  w a s  n o t  u n t i l  t h e  la s t  f e w  
s e c o n d s  o f  e x t r a  t i m e  t h a t  C a p t .  C .  N .  C la y d e n  s c o r e d  
t h e  a l l - i m p o r t a n t  t r y  t o  w i n  t h e  g a m e  f o r  u s  b y  3 — o .

T h e  f in a l  d e v e l o p e d  i n t o  a  b a t t le  r o y a l  a g a in s t  C lu b  
“  B , ”  w h o  w e r e  d e t e r m in e d  t o  a v e n g e  t h e  d e f e a t  o f  
t h e i r  s e n io r  s i d e  a n d  w h o  i n c id e n t a l ly  a p p e a r e d  a  m u c h  
t o u g h e r  n u t  t o  c r a c k .  Y e t  o n c e  a g a in  w e  w e r e  t h r e e  
p o in t s  d o w n  a t  h a l f - t i m e  b u t  2 / L t .  E .  R .  d e  B .  V a r e  
l e v e l l e d  m a t t e r s  w i t h  a  f i r s t - r a t e  d a s h  d o w n  t h e  w i n g  t o  
s c o r e  i n  t h e  c o m e r .  A s  t h e r e  w a s  n o  f u r t h e r  s c o r in g  
t i l l  f u l l  t i m e ,  e x t r a  t i m e  h a d  t o  b e  p la y e d .  I n  t h e  f ir s t  
h a l f  o f  t h i s  e x t r a  t i m e  C a p t .  C .  N .  C la y d e n ,  i n  a  b r i l l ia n t  
s o lo  r u n ,  c u t  s t r a ig h t  t h r o u g h  f o u r  m e n  a n d  s c o r e d  
u n d e r  t h e  p o s t s .  H e  c o n v e r t e d  t h e  t r y  a n d  w e  t h e r e b y  

w o n  t h e  S h i e l d  b y  8 — 3 .
T h i s  v i c t o r y  i n  t h e  C o l o n y  S e v e n s ,  in  w h i c h  t h e  

s t a n d a r d  o f  R u g b y  w a s  e x t r e m e ly  h i g h ,  w a s  t h e  b e s t  
t o n ic  p o s s i b l e  f o r  R u g b y  i n  t h e  B a t t a l io n ,  w h i c h  t h e r e ­
a f te r  t o o k  o n  a  n e w  l e a s e  o f  l i f e .  A p a r t  f r o m  p r a is e  fo r  
t h e  p la y e r s  t h e m s e l v e s ,  w h o  p u t  u p  a  f i r s t - c la s s  p e r ­
f o r m a n c e ,  w e  m u s t  n o t  f o r g e t  t h o s e  t w o  s t a lw a r t s ,  S g t .  
B a r t h o lo m e w  a n d  L / C p l .  T o o k ,  w h o  a p p e a r e d  e v e n in g  

a fte r  e v e n i n g  t o  p u s h  a g a in s t  t h e  s c r u m  a n d  th e r e b y  
a s s i s t e d  m a t e r ia l ly  i n  o u r  v i c t o r y .  T h e  H o n g  K o n g  
F o o t b a l l  C l u b  w e r e  v e r y  k in d  t o  u s  a f t e r  t h e  c o m p e t i t i o n  

a n d  e n t e r t a in e d  t h e  t e a m  i n  t h e  e v e n in g .
T h e  p la y e r s  w h o  t o o k  p a r t  i n  t h e  c o m p e t i t i o n  w e r e : 

C a p t .  C . N .  C la y d e n ,  2 / L t s .  H .  J .  E v a n s  a n d  E .  R .  d e
B . V a r e ,  C . S . M .  J e n n in g s  ( in  a l l  g a m e s ) ,  L t .  B .  K .  
C la y d e n ,  2 / L t .  J . C .  B u c k n a l l  ( i n  t h e  f ir s t  t w o  g a m e s ) ,  
P t e .  P a s s m o r e  ( in  a l l  b u t  t h e  f ir s t  g a m e ) ,  2  L t .  E .  B .  
T h o m a s  ( i n  f o u r  g a m e s )  a n d  P t e .  B a le  in  t h e  la s t  th r e e  

g a m e s ) .
M e n t i o n  h a s  b e e n  m a d e  i n  t h e s e  n o t e s  o f  t h e  s t e a d y  

d r a in  o n  p la y e r s  t h r o u g h  P y t h o n  l e a v e ,  in j u r ie s  a n d  
T e le a se  a n d  t h e  d i f f i c u l t y  in  m a in t a in in g  a d e q u a t e  
r e s e r v e s .  W i t h  t h i s  i n  m i n d  a  b i g  d r iv e  w a s  o r g a n is e d  
t o  in t e r e s t  y o u n g  r e g u la r  s o ld i e r s  i n  t h e  g a m e ,  a n d  a s  a  
r e s u lt  t h i r t y  r e g u la r  v o lu n t e e r s  s t a r t e d  t h e i r  R u g b \  
■career o n  M a r c h  3 .  I n t e n s i v e  t r a in in g  a n d  i n s t r u c t io n  
c o n t i n u e d  d a i ly  u n t i l  a 2 n d  X V ,  s e l e c t e d  e n t i r e ly  f r o m
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t h e s e  l e a r n e r s ,  p la y e d  R o y a l  S i g n a l s ,  2 3 r d  F i e l d  R e g i ­
m e n t ,  R . A . ,  o n  t h e  B a t t a l io n  g r o u n d  o n  M a r c h  2 8 .  
T h e s e  le a r n e r s  c h a lk e d  u p  a  m o s t  c o n v i n c i n g  w i n  b y  
n i n e  p o i n t s  ( t h r e e  t r i e s )  t o  n i l .  T h i s  w a s  R u g b y  a s  i t  
s h o u l d  b e  p l a y e d ,  c l e a n ,  h a r d  a n d  e a r n e s t ,  a n d  i t  f u l l y  
r e p a id  t h e  e n t h u s i a s t i c  t r a in e r s  f o r  a l l  t h e  s p a r e  t i m e  

p u t  i n t o  t h e  in s t r u c t i o n  a n d  t r a in in g .
T h e  s t a n d a r d  a n d  t h e  w a y  t h e  t e a m  r a n  a n d  t h r e w  

t h e  b a l l  a b o u t  w a s  a s t o n i s h i n g l y  h i g h  c o n s i d e r i n g  t h e  
la c k  o f  e x p e r i e n c e  o f  e v e r y  p la y e r .  L / C p l .  M i l la r d  
h o o k e d  t h e  b a l l  w i t h  u n f a i l i n g  r e g u la r i t y  a n d  t h e  s c r u m  
m a in t a in e d  a  s t e a d y  s e r v ic e  t o  L  C p l .  G a t la n d ,  w h o  
s h o w e d  g r e a t  p r o m i s e  a t  f l y  a n d  w h o  g o t  h i s  t h r e e -  
q u a r t e r s  m o v i n g  a d m ir a b ly .  T h e  p o w e r f u l  r u n n i n g  
o f  C p l .  S m a l l  i n  t h e  c e n t r e  a n d  t h e  s p e e d  o f  S g t .  W a ls h  
o n  t h e  w i n g  w e r e  o u t s t a n d i n g  f e a t u r e s  o f  t h e  g a m e  a n d  
a u g u r  w e l l  f o r  t h e  1 s t  X V  n e x t  y e a r .  T h e  o t h e r  c e n t r e ,  
P t e .  A m o s ,  w a s  c o n s p i c u o u s  f o r  h i s  in t e l l i g e n t  p o s i t i o n i n g  
a n d  b a c k in g  u p .  P t e .  J e l l y  w a s  p r o m i n e n t  i n  t h e  l i n e -  
o u t s  a n d  C p l .  L e f e v r e  l e d  h i s  p a c k  w e l l .  T r i e s  w e r e  
s c o r e d  b y  S g t .  W a ls h  a f t e r  a n  o p e n i n g  b y  P t e .  A m o s ,  b y  
P t e .  J e l ly ,  w h o  u s e d  h i s  w e i g h t  t o  a d v a n t a g e  a f t e r  a  
r u n  b y  C p l .  S m a l l ,  a n d  b y  P t e .  A m o s ,  w h o  b a c k e d  u p  

a n  e le c t r i c a l  r u n  o f  S g t .  W a ls h  d o w n  t h e  w in g .
T h e  t e a m  w a s :  S g t .  W a ls h ,  P t e .  A m o s ,  C p l .  S m a l l ,  

C p l .  B u r k e ,  L / C p l .  G a t la n d ,  P t e .  J o h n s o n ,  C p l .  S m i t h ,  
L / C p l .  M i l la r d ,  P t e .  B e a s l e y ,  C p l .  C h e e s m a n ,  C p l .  

L e f e v r e  ( c a p t . )  a n d  P t e .  J e l ly .

T h e  f o l l o w i n g  h a v e  p l a y e d  i n  t h e  1 s t  X V  d u r in g  t h e  
s e a s o n :  M a j o r  J . W .  D o y l e ,  M . C . ,  T . D . ,  C a p t .  P .  J .  
L i v e m o r e ,  M . C . ,  C a p t .  E .  C .  S .  O s b o r n e ,  L t .  B .  K .  
C la y d e n ,  2 / L t s .  J . C .  B u c k n e l l ,  H .  J .  E v a n s ,  B .  H .  
M a r c ia n d i ,  E .  B .  T h o m a s ,  E .  R .  d e  B .  V a r e ,  G .  A .  
W h i t e ,  C . S . M .  J e n n i n g s ,  S g t s .  W a t e r f i e ld ,  M c G o w a n ,  
B a r t h o lo m e w ,  D e a m e r ,  C p l s .  L l o y d ,  S m i t h ,  B a r tr x p ,  
D i c k e n s ,  W a g n e r ,  L  C p l s .  K n i g h t ,  W i lk in s ,  T o o k ,  P t e s .  
P a s s m o r e ,  B a le ,  J o h n s o n ,  R e e v e s  a n d  E d w a r d s .

P t e .  P a s s m o r e ,  w h o  f ir s t  h a n d le d  a  R u g b y  b a l l  in  
A u g u s t ,  1 9 4 9 ,  h a s  t u r n e d  o u t  t o  b e  a  f ir s t - r a t e  w i n g  a n d  
p la y e d  f o r  t h e  B a t t a l io n  i n  e v e r y  m a t c h  w i t h  d i s t i n c t i o n .  

H e  h a s  n o w  l e f t  o n  r e l e a s e ,  w h i c h  i s  a  s a d  l o s s ,  b u t  w e  
h o p e  t h a t  h e  w i l l  c a r r y  o n - w i t h  t h e  g a m e  i n  c i v i l i a n  l i f e .

R u g b y  i n  t h e  B a t t a l io n  i s  c e r t a in ly  o n  t h e  u p g r a d e  

a n d  w e  h a v e  h i g h  h o p e s  f o r  n e x t  s e a s o n .

SOCCER
S in c e  w e  la s t  w r o t e  m a n y  c h a n g e s  h a v e  t a k e n  p la c e  

i n  B a t t a l io n  s o c c e r .  E v e n  o u r  f o o t b a l l  g r o u n d ,  w h i c h  i s  
a lw a y s  in  g r e a t  d e m a n d  a n d  p r o b a b ly  r a n k s  a s  o n e  o f  
t h e  b e s t  a m o n g  t h e  u n i t s  s t a t io n e d  in  t h e  N e w  T e r r i ­
t o r i e s ,  i s  n o t  a lw a y s  a v a i la b le  a s  i t  i s  p a r t  o f  a n  a ir  s t r ip  
w h i c h  i s  b e i n g  u s e d  b y  a n  A ir  O . P .  F l i g h t  n o w  s t a t io n e d  
w i t h i n  t h e  c a m p  p e r im e t e r .  H o w e v e r ,  w e  u s e  i t  e v e r y  
e v e n i n g ,  W e d n e s d a y  a f t e r n o o n s  a n d  o n  w e e k - e n d s ,  a n d  
h a v e  m a n a g e d  t o  m a k e  o u r  o w n  g o a l  n e t s  f r o m  d i s c a r d e d  
c a m o u f la g e  n e t s ,  a  r a r e  “  l u x u r y  ”  i n  t h i s  p a r t  o f  t h e  

w o r ld .
I n  s p i t e  o f  t h e  A u s t e r s ,  f o o t b a l l  h a s  c o n t i n u e d  to  

f lo u r is h .  W e  h a v e  n o t  p la y e d  s o  m a n y  g a m e s  i n  t h i s  
s e c o n d  h a l f  o f  t h e  s e a s o n ,  o w i n g  t o  h e a v y  p r e s s u r e  o f  
w o r k ,  s c h e m e s  a n d  e x e r c i s e s .  W e  h a v e  s e e n  n e w ­
c o m e r s  i n  a lm o s t  a l l  o u r  m a t c h e s  r e c e n t ly ,  w h i c h  h e lp s
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t o  a c c o u n t  f o r  o u r  l o w  n u m b e r  o f  w i n s .  T h e  m a t c h e s  
p l a y e d  s o  fa r  a r e :

Teams Opponents Place Result Goals
I 14 Field Regim ent, R.A. Home Lost 3— 2
2 14 Field Regim ent, R.A. Away Lost 3— 1
I is t  Argyll and Sunderland H igh­

landers Away Lost 2— 0
2 3 R .T .R . ............................. Away Drawn 3— 3
I 3 R .T .R . ............................. Home Lost 4 — 3
I 18 Field Ambulance Home Won 2— I
I 14 D iv. Pro. Coy. (Army Cup) . . Home Won 2— I
I is t  Royal Leicesters Home Lost 2— I
I is t  South Staffords (Army Cup) Home Lost 4 — 1

(After extra time)
I 3 R .T .R ............................................... Home Lost 3— 1

R e s u l t s :  W o n  2 ,  d r a w n  i ,  l o s t  7 ;  g o a l s — f o r  1 6 ,  
a g a in s t  2 6 .

I n  t h e  A r m y  “  C h a l l e n g e  C u p  ”  K n o c k - o u t  C o m ­
p e t i t i o n  w e  w e r e  b e a t e n  i n  t h e  s e c o n d  r o u n d  b y  1 s t  
B a t t a l io n  S o u t h  S t a f f o r d s  a f t e r  a  v e r y  h a r d - f o u g h t  g a m e .  
T h e  s c o r e  w a s  1— 1 a t  f u l l  t i m e ,  b u t  o u r  o p p o n e n t s  w e r e  

a b le  t o  f o r g e  a h e a d  i n  e x t r a  t i m e ,  f in a l ly  b e a t i n g  u s  b y
4 — 1 . W e  h o p e  t o  d o  b e t t e r  i n  t h e  4 0  D i v i s i o n  K n o c k ­
o u t  C o m p e t i t i o n ,  w h i c h  i s  t o  b e  h e l d  v e r y  s o o n .

W e  h a v e  s a id  f a r e w e l l  t o  a  n u m b e r  o f  o u r  r e g u la r  
p la y e r s ,  m o s t  o f  w h o m  h a v e  l e f t  u s  f o r  r e le a s e .  T h e s e  
w e r e :  S g t .  J o n e s ,  L / C p l s .  ( “ T h e  H o r s e ” ) L a r k in ,  
H e r i t a g e  a n d  H y l a n d ,  a n d  P t e s .  L i n g w o o d ,  A n d e r s o n ,  

J o n e s  ( 3 9 )  a n d  S i m m o n s .  W e  w e r e  s o r r y  t o  s e e  t h e m  
g o  a n d  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  w i s h  t h e m  a l l  g o o d  lu c k  a n d  g o o d  
s o c c e r  i n  t h e i r  n e w  l i v e s .  S p e c i a l  m e n t i o n  m u s t  b e  

m a d e  o f  S g t .  J o n e s ,  w h o s e  lo s s  w a s  p a r t i c u la r ly  k e e n ,  
a s  h e  h a s  p l a y e d  f o r  t h e  R e g i m e n t  f o r  t h e  l a s t  1 7  y e a r s .

W e  h a v e  a l s o  t e m p o r a r i ly  l o s t  o u r  “  r e s i d e n t  r e f e r e e , ”  
S g t .  B u r g e s s ,  a t  p r e s e n t  o n  a  c o u r s e  i n  U . K . ,  a n d  S g t .  
C r a n f i e ld ,  n o w  i n  h o s p i t a l  w i t h  c a r t i la g e  t r o u b le ,  t o  
w h o m  w e  o f f e r  o u r  s y m p a t h y .

C . S . M . I .  T i m p a n y  c o n t i n u e s  t o  w o r k  h a r d  f o r  t h e  
t e a m ,  l o o k s  a f t e r  o u r  g r o u n d  a n d  n o w  r e f e r e e s  m o s t  o f  
o u r  m a t c h e s .  C . S . M .  S h r u b b ,  M . M . ,  i s  s t i l l  o u r  t e a m  
c a p t a in .  F i n a l l y ,  o u r  t h a n k s  t o  C p l .  B u r b a g e ,  “  C  ”  
C o m p a n y ,  w h o  h a s  r e m a in e d  o u r  e v e r  -  e n e r g e t i c  

l i n e s m a n .
W i t h i n  t h e  B a t t a l io n  t h e  “ A lb u h e r a  ”  S h i e l d  S o c c e r  

C o m p e t i t i o n  h a s  n o w  b e e n  c o m p l e t e d ,  r e s u l t i n g  i n  a  
w i n  f o r  “  C  ”  C o m p a n y ,  w h o  t h o r o u g h l y  d e s e r v e  t h e i r  
v i c t o r y  a s  t h e y  h a d  t o  p la y  f i v e  m a t c h e s ,  t w o  a g a in s t  
“  H . Q . ”  C o m p a n y  i n  t h e  s e m i - f in a l s  a n d  t h r e e  a g a in s t  
“  S  ”  C o m p a n y  i n  t h e  f in a l ,  b e f o r e  f in a l ly  e m e r g i n g  a s  
t h e  t r i u m p h a n t  i f  s o m e w h a t  e x h a u s t e d  v i c t o r s .  W e  s a w  
s o m e  e x c e l l e n t  g a m e s  a n d  d i s c o v e r e d  m u c h  n e w  t a l e n t .  
T h e  f in a l  p l a c i n g s  w e r e  a s  f o l l o w s :  “  C , ”  “  S , ”  “  H . Q . , ”  

“  A , ”  “  D  ”  a n d  “  B . ”
W e  h e a r t i l y  c o n g r a t u la t e  e x - L / C p l .  H i n s h e l w o o d  o n  

g a i n i n g  a  p l a c e  i n  F u l h a m  f ir s t  t e a m  ( w e  w o n d e r  w h e t h e r  
h e  m i s s e s  t h o s e  s t e a k s  f r o m  t h e  c o o k h o u s e ! ) .

HOCKEY
T h o u g h  s t i l l  h a n d i c a p p e d  b y  la c k  o f  g r o u n d s  w e  h a v e  

b e e n  a b le  t o  p la y  a  n u m b e r  o f  B a t t a l io n  m a t c h e s  r e c e n t ly .  
W e  c a n  n o w  b o o k  t h e  C l u b  d e  R e c r e i o  g r o u n d ,  K o w l o o n ,  
s e v e r a l  t i m e s  a  m o n t h  a n d  h a v e  h a d  s o m e  v e r y  e n j o y a b le  
g a m e s  o n  t h e i r  e x c e l l e n t  p i t c h .

A t  t h e  e n d  o f  J a n u a r y  w e  p l a y e d  4 0  C o m m a n d o ,  R . M . ,  
a n d  2 3 r d  F i e l d  R e g i m e n t ,  R .A .  I n  t h e  f ir s t  a  h a r d -  
f o u g h t  m a t c h  r e s u l t e d  i n  a  2  a l l  d r a w ,  a n d  a  n a s t y  c u t

o v e r  t h e  e y e  f o r  C a p t .  P .  J . L i v e m o r e ,  M . C .  I n  the  
s e c o n d  w e  h a d  t h e  r u n  o f  t h e  p l a y  t h r o u g h o u t  m o s t  o f  
t h e  g a m e  a n d  f i v e  m i n u t e s  b e f o r e  t h e  e n d  w e r e  lea d in g
2 — o ; q u i t e  w h a t  h a p p e n e d  d u r i n g  t h e  l a s t  f e w  m in u te s  

n o  o n e  c a n  r e m e m b e r  v e r y  c l e a r ly ,  b u t  t w o  sw e e p in g  
m o v e m e n t s  b y  t h e  G u n n e r s  r e s u l t e d  i n  a n o t h e r  d raw .

O n  F e b r u a r y  1 5  a n  “ A ”  t e a m  p l a y e d  S t r a n g e ’s  A n t i-  
T a n k  B a t t e r y ,  R . A . ,  a t  B o u n d a r y  S t r e e t  a n d  p u lle d  a

2 — 1 v i c t o r y  o u t  o f  a  v e r y  s c r a p p y  g a m e .  T w o  days 
la t e r  w e  t r i e d  t o  im p r o v e  o n  o u r  p r e v i o u s  s c o r e  aga in st  
4 0  R o y a l  M a r i n e  C o m m a n d o s ,  b u t  o n c e  a g a in  a  2 — 2 
d r a w  w a s  t h e  r e s u l t .  O u r  s e c o n d  s h o t  a t  2 3 r d  F ie ld  
R e g i m e n t ,  R . A . ,  p r o v i d e d  a n o t h e r  e n j o y a b le  m a tc h ,  in  
w h i c h  o u r  o p p o n e n t s  g o t  r a t h e r  t h e  b e t t e r  o f  a  d in g - 
d o n g  b a t t l e .  F o r t u n a t e l y  t h e y  o n l y  s c o r e d  o n c e  and  
C a p t .  P .  G .  V .  B e l l e r s  w a s  a b le  t o  e q u a l i s e .  I n  an  
e x c i t i n g  f i n i s h  a  v e r y  p o w e r f u l  s h o t  f r o m  t h e  o p p o s in g  
c e n t r e - f o r w a r d  a p p e a r e d  t o  b e  s l i g h t l y  d e f l e c t e d  b y  a 
d e f e n d e r ’s  f o o t  a n d  t h e  f in a l  w h i s t l e  b l e w  a s  i t  struck  
t h e  g o a l  p o s t  a n d  b o u n c e d  o f f .

A  S u n d a y  m a t c h  a g a in s t  1 s t  B a t t a l io n  R o y a l  L e ic e s te r s  
a t  S e k  K o n g  r e s u l t e d  i n  a  3 — 1 v i c t o r y .  A n d  ag a in st  
t h e  1 s t  B a t t a l io n  A r g y l l  a n d  S u t h e r la n d  H ig h la n d e r s  at 
t h e  R e c r e i o  g r o u n d ,  a n o t h e r  p l e a s a n t  g a m e ,  t h o u g h  it  
w a s  v e r y  h o t ,  e n d e d  3 — 1 i n  o u r  f a v o u r .

I n  t h e  g a m e s  m e n t i o n e d  a b o v e  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  h ave  

p l a y e d :  M a j o r  J . N .  S h i p s t e r ,  D . S . O . ,  C a p t .  P . J. 
L i v e m o r e ,  M . C . ,  C a p t .  K .  J . C a r t e r ,  C a p t .  P .  G . V .  
B e l l e r s  ( w h o m  w e  a r e  v e r y  s o r r y  t o  l o s e ) ,  L t .  B . K .  
C la y d e n ,  L t .  G .  S a n d e r s ,  2 / L t .  J .  C .  B u c k n a l l ,  2 /L t .
B .  H .  M a r c ia n d i ,  C . S . M .  T a r r a n t ,  C . S . M .  M c M il la n ,
C . S . M .  S h r u b b ,  M . M . ,  S g t .  S t r e e t ,  S g t .  M c G o w a n ,  
C p l .  H i l k e n s ,  C p l .  H y m a s ,  L / C p l .  L e a t ,  B d s m .  S m ith ,  
J e n k in s  a n d  S t e v e n s .  C / S g t .  T h o m  h a s  a c t e d  as  re feree  

t h r o u g h o u t .
T h e  B a t t a l io n  h o c k e y  p i t c h  o n  t h e  a ir s t r ip  h a s  b een  

u s e d  v e r y  r e g u la r ly  f o r  C o m p a n y  g a m e s  a n d  p r a c tic e s ,  
a n d  t h e  I n t e r - C o m p a n y  C o m p e t i t i o n  h a s  ju s t  en d e d  
w i t h  “  H . Q . ”  C o m p a n y  e m e r g i n g  a s  w o r t h y  w in n e r s .

GOLF
P o s s i b l y  f o r  t h e  f ir s t  t i m e  i n  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  B at­

t a l i o n ,  g o l f  h a s  b e c o m e  a  s e r io u s  s p o r t  a n d  i s  p la y ed  
a s  o f t e n  a s  p o s s i b l e  b y  a n  i n c r e a s in g  n u m b e r  o f  b o th  

o f f ic e r s  a n d  m e n .
T h i s  r i s e  i n  p o p u la r i t y  o f  t h e  g a m e  h a s ,  t o  a  large  

e x t e n t ,  b e e n  c a u s e d  b y  t h e  c l o s e  p r o x i m i t y  o f  t h e  R oya l 
H o n g  K o n g  G o l f  C l u b  a t  F a n l i n g ,  w h i c h  c o n s is t s  o f  
t w o  v e r y  f in e  1 8  h o l e  c o u r s e s .  T h e  C o m m i t t e e  h a s  very  
k i n d l y  e x t e n d e d  t h e  c o u r t e s i e s  o f  t h e  c o u r s e  t o  a ll  o th er  
r a n k s ,  a n d  m a d e  m e m b e r s h i p  a v a i la b le  t o  o f f ic e r s  at a 

m o s t  r e a s o n a b le  s u b s c r ip t io n .
W i t h  t h e  d e p a r t u r e  o f  o u r  c h a m p i o n s ,  L t . - C o l .  M .  

C r a w f o r d ,  D . S . O . ,  M a j o r s  W .  P .  H .  C h a t t e y  a n d  G . 
L e r w i l l ,  M . C . ,  a n d  C a p t .  P .  F .  S m y t h ,  o u r  a b i l i ty  to  
p u t  a  s i d e  i n t o  a n y  c o m p e t i t i o n  w a s  m o r e  t h a n  d o u b tfu l.  
H o w e v e r ,  a t  4 0  I n f a n t r y  D i v i s i o n a l  G o l d  M e e t in g  w e  
m a n a g e d  t o  p u t  i n  a  t e a m  o f  f o u r  a n d  f i n i s h e d  a s  r u n n e r s -  

u p  i n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  c o m p e t i t i o n s :
C p l .  B r ig g s — G r e e n s o m e s  B o g e y  C o m p e t i t i o n .
P t e .  K e y w o o d — S i n g l e s  M e d a l  R o u n d .
M a j o r  D .  B .  R e n d e l l ,  M . B . E . ,  M . C . — S ta p le fo r d  

C o m p e t i t i o n .
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A t  p r e s e n t  w e  a r e  i n  t h e  m i d d l e  o f  4 0  D i v i s i o n a l  I n t e r -  
U n i t  K n o c k - o u t  C o m p e t i t i o n ,  a n d  w e r e  f o r t u n a t e  i n  
o b t a in in g  a  b y e  i n t o  t h e  s e c o n d  r o u n d .  H e r e  w e  m e t  

2 4  F i e l d  E n g i n e e r  R e g i m e n t ,  R .E . ,  a n d  d e f e a t e d  t h e m  
b y  t h r e e  g a m e s  t o  o n e .  I n  t h e  n e x t  r o u n d  w e  m e e t  

th e  R . A . M . C . ,  w h e r e  o p p o s i t i o n  i s  s a id  t o  b e  v e r y  
s t r o n g .

P t e .  K e y w o o d  w i l l  b e  l e a v i n g  f o r  U . K .  i n  t h e  n e x t  
s h ip ,  b u t  h i s  p l a c e  i n  t h e  t e a m  w i l l  b e  t a k e n  b y  P t e .  
F a r r in g t o n ,  a  m o s t  p r o m i s i n g  n e w c o m e r .

BATTALION ENTERTAINMENTS
O u r  w e e k l y  p r o g r a m m e s  h a v e  f o l l o w e d  a  fa ir ly  

r e g u la r  p a t t e r n ,  b e g i n n i n g  o n  M o n d a y s  w i t h  t h e  a lw a y s  
w e lc o m e  v i s i t s  o f  M i s s  S t e v e n s  o f  t h e  W . V . S . ,  f o r  w h o s e  
u n t i r in g  e f f o r t s  w e  a r e  v e r y  g r a t e f u l .  M i s s  S t e v e n s  
r e c e n t ly  b r o u g h t  u s  a  l a r g e  s e l e c t i o n  o f  b o o k s ,  w h i c h  
s h e  l e n d s  o u t  w e e k ly .  W e  h a v e  f i lm  s h o w s  o n  T u e s d a y s  
a n d  S a t u r d a y s ,  a n d  t h o u g h  w e  h a v e  b e e n  l e t  d o w n  o n c e  
o r  t w i c e ,  d u e  t o  b r e a k d o w n s  o f  t h e  A .K .C .  v a n ,  t h e  
p r o g r a m m e s  a r e  g e n e r a l ly  o f  a  h i g h  o r d e r .  S g t .  W r ig h t  
a n d  C p l .  B u t t e r s  g e n e r o u s l y  g i v e  u p  t w o  e v e n i n g s  e a c h  
w e e k  t o  s u p e r v i s e  t h e s e  p e r f o r m a n c e s .  W e  u s u a l ly  h a v e  
w h is t  d r iv e s  o n  W e d n e s d a y s  o r  T h u r s d a y s ,  a n d  n o w  
t h a t  P t e .  B o a s t  h a s  g o n e  b a c k  t o  t h e  U . K . ,  P t e .  O v e n d e n  
is  t h e i r  v e r y  e f f i c i e n t  o r g a n is e r .  W e  h a v e  a ls o  l o s t  L / C p l .  
K n i g h t ,  b u t  i n  h i s  p la c e  P t e .  M a n n  r u n s  t h e  t a b le  t e n n i s .  
W it h  t h r e e  m a t c h e s  t o  p la y  w e  s t a n d  t h i r d  i n  t h e  N e w  
T e r r i t o r i e s  A r m y  T a b l e  T e n n i s  L e a g u e  C h a m p i o n s h i p ,  
h a v in g  w o n  s e v e n  o u t  o f  t h e  t e n  m a t c h e s  p l a y e d ,  a n d  
t h o u g h  w e  c a n n o t  n o w  o v e r h a u l  t h e  l e a d e r s ,  w e  a r e  
c o n f id e n t  t h a t  w e  c a n  h o l d  o u r  p r e s e n t  h o n o u r a b le  

p o s i t io n .
T h e  p r o d u c t i o n  o f  “ T e n  M i n u t e  A l i b i  ”  b y  t h e  

o f f ic e r s ,  w h i c h  i s  r e v i e w e d  e l s e w h e r e  i n  t h i s  i s s u e ,  w a s  
p u t  o n  t w i c e  f o r  t h e  t r o o p s  a n d  o n c e  f o r  t h e  o f f ic e r s ,  
W .O .s  a n d  S e r g e a n t s  a n d  t h e i r  g u e s t s  i n  t h e  f ir s t  w e e k  
o f  M a r c h  a n d  p r o v e d  v e r y  s u c c e s s f u l .  I t  w a s  a ls o  s h o w n  
to  t h e  R o y a l  L e i c e s t e r s ,  t h e  A r g y l l  a n d  S u t h e r la n d  
H ig h la n d e r s ,  a n d  H e a d q u a r t e r s  2 7 t h  I n f a n t r y  B r ig a d e .  
W h e t h e r  o r  n o t  t h e  w o r d s  p r in t e d  o n  t h e  b a c k s  o f  t h e  
p r o g r a m m e s  “  W a t c h  o u t  f o r  o u r  n e x t  p r o d u c t io n  ”  a r e  
to  b e  f u l f i l l e d  i s  s t i l l  a  m a t t e r  f o r  d e b a t e .  B u t  w h a t e v e r  
th e ir  n e x t  a t t e m p t  i s  t o  b e  w e  w i s h  t h e m  a  s u c c e s s  t o  
e q u a l  t h a t  o f  t h e i r  f ir s t  p r o d u c t io n .

HONG KONG NEWS LETTER
N o w  t h a t  t h e  w h i t e w a s h e d  s t a b le s  o f  B e a s  C a m p  

h a v e  b e c o m e  o u r  e s t a b l i s h e d  h o m e ,  l e t  m e  b e  y o u r  h o s t ,  
r e a d e r  i n  E n g l a n d ,  a n d  j o in  o u r  l i t t l e  q u a r t e t  i n  a  l o o s e  

b o x  f o r  o n e  d a y .
W h e n  R e v e i l l e  s o u n d s  i n  a  f e w  m i n u t e s  i t  w i l l  b e  

c lo s in g  t i m e  a t  t h e  “  lo c a l  ”  f o r  y o u ,  t e n  t h o u s a n d  m i l e s  
a w a y ;  a n d  i t  w i l l  b e  y e s t e r d a y  f o r  u s  a n d  t o - m o r r o w  fo r  

y o u  a n d  y o u  w i l l  h a v e  n o t h i n g  t o  lo s e .
T h e  s u n  i s  n o t  u p  y e t ,  b u t  a lr e a d y  i t  h a s  l i t  t h e  t o p s  

o f  t h e  r o u g h  b a r e  h i l l s  t h a t  r i s e  a b o u t  u s  i n  a  w id e  
ir r e g u la r  h o r s e s h o e .  A lr e a d y  t h e  v a l l e y s  a r e  s h a r p e n in g  
in to  d e e p  w r in k le s  a n d  t h e  c h e q u e r  o f  p a d d y  f i e ld s  th a t  
l ie s  b e t w e e n  u s  a n d  t h e  f o o t h i l l s  i s  v i s i b l e ;  a n d  s m o k e  
is  d r i f t in g  f r o m  t h e  l i t t l e  C h i n e s e  v i l l a g e  h a l f  a  m i l e  
a w a y ;  t r a n q u i l  n o w ,  b u t  y e s t e r d a y  a n  u p r o a r  o f  f ir e ­

c r a c k e r s ,  c y m b a l s  a n d  p r o c e s s i o n s  c e l e b r a t in g  a  w e d d i n g .
C h i n e s e  w e d d i n g s  a r e  a  s u b j e c t  o f  t h e i r  o w n .  O n  t h e  

d a t e  o f  t h e  m a r r ia g e  t h e  b r i d e g r o o m ’s  p a r e n t s  s e n d  a  
d e c o r a t e d  r e d  s e d a n  c h a ir  t o  f e t c h  t h e  b r id e .  S h e  is  
b r o u g h t  b a c k  t o  h e r  f u t u r e  i n - l a w s ’ h o u s e  t o  t h e  a c c o m ­
p a n i m e n t  o f  b a n d s ,  o r  a n y t h i n g  t h a t  m a k e s  a  n o i s e ,  a n d  
f ir e c r a c k e r s  t o  d r iv e  a w a y  e v i l  s p i r i t s  a n d  m a k e  e v e r y o n e  

h a p p y .
J u s t  t o  b e  d i f f e r e n t ,  t h e  b r id e  i s  p l a y i n g  “  h a r d  t o  g e t  ”  

w i t h i n  t h e  s e d a n  c h a ir  a n d  c r y i n g  a n d  w a i l in g  a t  l e a v i n g  
h e r  p a r e n t s .  A t  l e a s t  t h a t  i s  w h a t  s h e  i s  s u p p o s e d  t o  d o  
i f  s h e  i s  a  n i c e  g i r l .  O n  a r r iv a l  a  g r e a t  c e r e m o n y  o f  
f o r m a l  in t r o d u c t i o n  p u t s  e v e r y t h i n g  o n  a  p r o p e r  b a s is .

O f  c o u r s e ,  t h e r e  i s  a  t r e m e n d o u s  a m o u n t  o f  “  b u i l d  
u p  ”  b e f o r e  t h e  w e d d i n g ,  a n d ,  p r e s u m a b ly ,  s i n c e  s h e  
h a s  t o  l i v e  w i t h  h e r  i n - l a w s ,  a  c e r t a in  a m o u n t  o f  l e t  
d o w n  a f t e r w a r d s .  I t  i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  n o t e  t h a t  t h e  
b r i d e g r o o m ’s  f a m i ly  f o o t  t h e  b i l l .  H o w e v e r ,  t h e r e a f t e r  
t h e  w i f e  d o e s  a l l  t h e  w o r k  a n d  t h e  m a t t e r  i s  v e r y  q u ic k ly  

e v e n e d  u p .
W e  a r e  a  l i t t l e  u n lu c k y  a t  t h e  m o m e n t  a s  w e  a r e  i n  

t h e  m i d d l e  o f  a  d r o u g h t  a n d  t h e  n e a r e s t  w a s h - h o u s e  h a s  
h a d  t o  b e  c l o s e d  a n d  t h e  w a t e r  h e a v i l y  c h lo r in a t e d ,  s o  
t h a t  i t  t a s t e s  l ik e  t h e  s w e e p i n g s  o f  a  c h e m i s t  s h o p .  
H o w e v e r ,  i t  m i g h t  b e  w o r s e ,  f o r  t h e r e  h a s  b e e n  n o  w a t e r  
in  t h e  o f f i c e r s ’ m e s s  f o r  f i v e  d a y s .

T o - d a y  w e  a r e  d o i n g  a  d i g g i n g  e x e r c i s e  a n d  a f t e r  
b r e a k f a s t  w e  s e t  o u t  a l o n g  t h e  r o a d  a n d  a c r o s s  t h e  p a d d y  
f i e ld s  t o  t h e  h i l l s .  T h e  g r e e n  p a t c h e s  o f  s e e d l i n g  r ic e  
w i l l  s o o n  b e  s t r o n g  e n o u g h  f o r  t r a n s p la n t in g  w h e »  t h e  
r a in s  c o m e .  T h e  r e m a in d e r  o f  t h e  a r a b le  l a n d  i s  b e i n g  
p l o u g h e d  a n d  r o l l e d  a n d  v e g e t a b l e  g a r d e n s  w o r k e d  w i t h  
a ll  t h e  i n d u s t r y  o f  s u b u r b a n  a l l o t m e n t s .  T h e s e  s t r ip s  
o f  c u l t i v a t i o n  m a n a g e  t o  p r o d u c e  t h r e e  c r o p s  a  y e a r .  
P r o d ig io u s  g r o w t h  i s  a s s u r e d ,  e v e n  d u r in g  t h e  d r y  
s e a s o n ,  b y  t h e  a g e n c y  o f  n u m b e r s  o f  a b o m in a b le  
v e h i c l e s ,  w h i c h  b r in g  t h e  s e w a g e  o u t  f r o m  K o w l o o n  
t h a t  i t  m a y  b e  b r o a d c a s t  o v e r  t h e  f i e ld s .  I t  i s  n o t ,  o f  
c o u r s e ,  s a f e  f o r  E u r o p e a n s  t o  e a t  t h e s e  v e g e t a b le s  a n d  
o u r s  a r e  g r o w n  b y  m o r e  c o n v e n t i o n a l  m e t h o d s .  H o w ­
e v e r ,  t h i s  i s  t h e  w a y  i t  i s  d o n e ,  a  d i s e n c h a n t i n g  in n o v a ­
t i o n  a n d  l e g a c y  o f  t h e  J a p a n e s e ;  a n d  t h e  c h i e f  t r ia l  t o  u s  
i s  t h a t  t h e s e  a r e a s  c a n n o t  b e  t r a v e r s e d  i n  o n e  b r e a th .

A t  t h e  f o o t  o f  t h e  h i l l s ,  t o o l s  a n d  r e v e t t i n g  m a t e r ia ls  
a r e  u n lo a d e d  f r o m  o u r  t r u c k  a n d  w e  s t a r t  t h e  s t e e p ,  
w e a r i s o m e  s t r u g g le  u p  t o  o u r  a r e a .

T h e  f ir s t  f e w  h u n d r e d  y a r d s  a r e  n o t  t o o  d i f f ic u l t  a s  a  
p a t h  le a d s  t o  o n e  o f  t h e  m a n y  C h i n e s e  g r a v e y a r d s  a n d  
s h r in e s  t h a t  a r e  a t  t h e  b a s e  o f  m o s t  h i l l s .  H e r e  t h e  
a n c e s t o r s  c a n  w a t c h  t h e  s e a s o n s  c h a n g e  t h e  h a r d - w o r k e d  
g r o u n d  i n  t h e  f u l l  c y c l e  o f  c r e a t io n ,  h a r v e s t  a n d  r e b ir t h .  
T h e  v e n e r a t io n  o f  a n c e s t o r s  f i l l s  a  g r e a t  p a r t  o f  C h in e s e  
b e l i e f .  A f t e r  s e v e n  y e a r s  t h e  d e a d  a r e  e x h u m e d  f o r  
u l t im a t e  r e - in t e r m e n t  i n  a  t o m b  a s  e la b o r a t e  a n d  w e l l -  
s i t e d  a s  t h e  r e la t iv e s  c a n  a f f o r d .  T h e  m a n y  w h o  c a n n o t  
a f f o r d  a n y  m o n u m e n t  p la c e  t h e i r  a n c e s t o r s ’ r e m a in s  in  
u r n s  t o  a w a i t  t h e  t i m e  w h e n  e n o u g h  m o n e y  h a s  b e e n  
s a v e d  t o  b u i l d  o n e ;  a n d  a s  w e  c l i m b  w e  p a s s  r o w s  o f  
t h e s e  u r n s ,  s id e  b y  s i d e ,  m a r k in g  t h e  c o n t o u r  o f  t h e  
s lo p e  a n d  a w a i t in g  t h e i r  t u r n  f o r  t r a n s la t io n .

F o r t u n a t e ly  w e  h a v e  n o t  fa r  t o  g o  a s  t h e  t r a c k  s o o n  
s t o p s  a n d  i t  t a k e s  f o u r  o f  u s  t o  d r a g  u p  a  s i n g l e  s h e e t  o f  
c o r r u g a t e d  ir o n .
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B e l o w  u s  w i n d s  a n d  l o o p s  t h e  S h u m  C h u n  R i v e r ,  

m a r k in g  t h e  f r o n t i e r  w i t h  C h i n a ,  a n d  b e y o n d  i t  a  w i d e  
p l a i n  s p r i n k l e d  w i t h  v i l l a g e s ,  e a c h  w i t h  i t s  o u t c r o p  o f  
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  w h i t e  w a t c h  t o w e r s .  A n d  a g a in ,  b e y o n d  
a n d  a b o u t  f i v e  m i l e s  a w a y  r i s e  t h e  m o u n t a i n s  o f  C h  i n a ,  

n o w  a  p a r c h e d  b r o w n ,  s h i m m e r i n g  i n  t h e  h e a t ,  b u t  i n  
y e s t e r d a y ’s  d u l l n e s s  a  d e e p  c o b a l t  b l u e  a n d  s e e m i n g  
v e r y  n e a r .

T h e  e m b a n k m e n t  f o r  t h e  K o w l o o n - S h a n g h a i  R a i lw a y  
s t r e t c h e s  a c r o s s  t h e  p l a i n  a n d  d i s a p p e a r s  i n t o  a  v a l l e y  
w h e r e  t h e  h i l l s  m e a s u r e  t h e  h o r i z o n .  A l t h o u g h  a  t r a in  

f r o m  C a n t o n  t o  S h a n g h a i  h a s  r e c e n t l y  r u n ,  t h r o u g h  
t r a f f ic  i s  v i r t u a l l y  a t  a  s t a n d s t i l l .  T h e  l i n e  f r o m  K o w l o o n  
t o  t h e  f r o n t i e r  i s ,  h o w e v e r ,  b u s y .  I t  i s  s a id  t h a t  w h e n  
t h e  f i r s t  s p e c i a l  t r o o p s ’ l e a v e  t r a in  w a s  r u n  a  g r e a t  d e a l  
o f  c e r e m o n y  w a s  a t t a c h e d  t o  t h e  f ir s t  j o u r n e y .  T h e  
e n t i r e  s t a t i o n  s t a f f  w e r e  m a r s h a l l e d  i n  a  l i n e  o n  t h e  
p l a t f o r m ,  e a c h  o n e  e q u i p p e d  w i t h  n e w  u n i f o r m ,  w h i s t l e  
a n d  g r e e n  f la g .  E x c i t e m e n t  m o u n t e d  t o  f e v e r  p i t c h  a s  
z e r o  h o u r  a p p r o a c h e d ,  a n d  w h e n  t h e  g r e a t  m o m e n t  
a r r iv e d  w h i s t l e s  b l e w ,  f la g s  w a v e d  a n d  t h e  e n g i n e  w i t h  
a  p r o u d  h o o t  d r e w  o u t  o f  t h e  s t a t io n .  U n f o r i .u n a i .e ly ,  
n o  o n e  h a d  c o u p l e d  i t  t o  t h e  c o a c h e s  a n d  c o n s e q u e n t l y  

a n  e n r a g e d  a n d  f r u s t r a t e d  B o a r d  o f  D i r e c t o r s  w a s  l e f t  
b e h i n d .

C l o s e  t o  t h e  r a i l  c r o s s i n g  o v e r  t h e  S h u m  C h u n  
R i v e r  i s  t h e  r o a d  b r i d g e ,  h i d d e n  f r o m  u s  b y  a  s h o u ld e r  
o f  h i l l .  T h i s  i s  o n e  o f  t h e  s i g h t s  f o r  v i s i t o r s  t o  H o n g  
K o n g .  O n  o u r  s i d e  i s  a  b r i c k - b u i l t  p q l j c e  p o s t  w i t h  a  
f l a g s t a f f  f l y i n g  t h e  U n i o n  J a c k . A c r o s s  t h e  s h o r t  B a i l e y  
b r i d g e  s t a n d s  a  c a d a v e r o u s  l a n t e r n - j a w e d  C o m m u n i s t  
s e n t r y .  B e h i n d  h im  a  w r e t c h e d  g r a s s  h u t  h a s  t o  s e r v e  
a s  a  g u a r d - r o o m  a n d  C u s t o m s  h o u s e ,  f o r  o p p o s i t e ,  a c r o s s  
t h e  r o a d ,  s t a n d s  t h e  b la c k e n e d  s h e l l  o f  t h e  o l d  C u s t o m s  
h o u s e ,  s e t  a l i g h t  a  f e w  w e e k s  a g o  b y  a  N a t i o n a l i s t  
f i g h t e r .  T h e  f l o w  o f  f o o t  t r a f f ic  i s  c o n t i n u o u s  i n  b o t h  
d ir e c t i o n s .  C a r r ie r s  o f  l i v e s t o c k  a n d  v e g e t a b l e s  p a y  
t h e i r  d u e s  t o  t h e  C h i n e s e  C u s t o m s ,  c r o s s  t h e  b r i d g e  
a n d ,  a f t e r  a  q u ic k  s e a r c h  f o r  a r m s  a n d  i l l i c i t  g o o d s ,  a r e  

a l l o w e d  t o  p a s s  o u r  p o l i c e  p o s t .  T h o s e ,  w h o  f o r  s o m e  
r e a s o n  a r e  t u r n e d  b a c k ,  w a lk  a  s h o r t  d i s t a n c e  u p  t h e  
r iv e r  b a n k  t o  a  f o r d ,  a n d  i n  a n  e v e r - s w e l l i n g  m o b  a w a it  
c o v e r  o f  d a r k n e s s  t o  c r o s s  o v e r .  T h e  c o m m o n p l a c e  
s i g h t  o f  a  l i v e  p i g  s i t t i n g  o n  t h e  c a r r ie r  o f  a  b i c y c l e  i s  a  
r e m i n d e r  t h a t  w e  E n g l i s h  m i s s  s o m e t h i n g  b y  o u r  
r e s p e c t  f o r  c o n v e n t i o n .

M o s t  o f  t h o s e  w h o  c r o s s  i n t o  C h i n a  c a r r y  t w o  o r  t h r e e  
n e w  u m b r e l la s  a n d  w e a r  t h r e e  o r  f o u r  h a t s  p a g o d a w is e .  
N o  u m b r e l la s  o r  h a t s  r e t u r n  a n d  t h e  in f e r e n c e  i s  t h a t  
t h e s e  a r e  i n  s h o r t  s u p p l y  u n d e r  t h e  N e w  O r d e r .

A  f e w  lo r r i e s  a r e  a l s o  a l l o w e d  t o  c r o s s  f r o m  u s  in  
c o n v o y s ,  c a r r y in g  d r u m s  o f  v e g e t a b l e  a n d  m in e r a l  o i l .  
W h e n  a  s i z a b l e  d u m p  h a s  b e e n  c o l l e c t e d  a b o u t  h a l f  a  
m i l e  f u r t h e r  o n  a t  S h u m  C h u n  H u  a  N a t i o n a l i s t  f ig h t e r  
u s u a l l y  c o m e s  o v e r  a n d  b l o w s  i t  t o  s m i t h e r e e n s .

W e ,  f r o m  o u r  p o s i t i o n s ,  g e t  a  g r a n d s t a n d  v i e w ;  b u t  
t o - d a y  i t  i s  n o t  l i k e l y  t h a t  a n y t h i n g  w i l l  h a p p e n  a s  t h e  
N a t i o n a l i s t s  a r e  u n l i k e l y  t o  s e n d  a i r c r a f t  o v e r  i n  u n ­
s e t t l e d  w e a t h e r .

D o  n o t  s u p p o s e  t h a t  w e  s p e n d  a l l  o u r  t i m e  o n  d i g g i n g  
e x e r c i s e s  o r  a d m ir in g  t h e  v i e w .  T h e r e  i s  m u c h  e l s e  t o  
b e  d o n e  a n d  l e a r n t .  T h o u g h  i t  i s  n e a r ly  f o u r  h u n ­
d r e d  y e a r s  s i n c e  C h r i s t o p h e r  M a r l o w e  w a s  b o m ,

h e  s p e a k s  t o - d a y  f o r  o u r  C o m m a n d e r  w h e n  h e  s a y s : 
“  B u t  n o w  m y  b o y s  l e a v e  o f f ,  a n d  l i s t  t o  m e  

T h a t  m e a n  t o  t e a c h  y o u  r u d i m e n t s  o f  w a r .
I ’l l  h a v e  y o u  le a r n  t o  s l e e p  u p o n  t h e  g r o u n d ,  
M a r c h  i n  y o u r  a r m o u r  t h r o u g h  w a t e r y  f e n s ,  
S u s t a i n  t h e  s c o r c h i n g  h e a t  a n d  f r e e z i n g  c o ld ,  
H u n g e r  a n d  t h i r s t ,  r i g h t  a d j u n c t s  o f  t h e  w a r ;
A n d  a f t e r  t h i s ,  t o  s c a l e  a  c a s t l e  w a l l ,
B e s i e g e  a  f o r t ,  t o  u n d e r m i n e  a  t o w n ,
A n d  m a k e  w h o l e  c i t i e s  c a p e r  i n  t h e  a ir .
T h e  n e x t  t o  f o r t i f y  y o u r  m e n —
T h e  d i t c h e s  m u s t  b e  d e e p ;  t h e  c o u n t e r  s c a r p s  
N a r r o w  a n d  s t e e p ;  t h e  w a l l s  m a d e  h i g h  a n d  b road  
A n d  r o o m  w i t h i n  t o  l o d g e  s i x  t h o u s a n d  m e n ,
I t  m u s t  h a v e  p r i v y  d i t c h e s ,  c o u n t e r m i n e d ,
A n d  s e c r e t  i s s u i n g s  t o  d e f e n d  t h e  d i t c h ;
W h e n  t h i s  i s  l e a m ’d  f o r  s e r v i c e  o n  t h e  la n d ,
B y  p la in  a n d  e a s y  d e m o n s t r a t io n  
I ’l l  t e a c h  y o u  h o w  t o  m a k e  t h e  w a t e r s  m o u n t  
T h a t  y o u  m a y  d r y f o o t  m a r c h  t h r o u g h  la k e s  and  

p o o l s ,
D e e p  r i v e r s ,  h a v e n s ,  c r e e k s ,  a n d  l i t t l e  s e a s ,
A n d  m a k e  a  f o r t r e s s  i n  t h e  r a g in g  w a v e s ,
F e n c ’d  w i t h  t h e  c o n c a v e  o f  a  m o n s t r o u s  r o c k ,  
I n v i n c i b l e  b y  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  p la c e .
W h e n  t h i s  i s  d o n e  t h e n  a r e  y e  s o ld i e r s  
A n d  w o r t h y  s o n s  o f  T a m b u r l a i n e  t h e  G r e a t .”

A s  t h e  s h a d o w s  s t a r t  t o  f o r m  a g a in  i n  t h e  h i l l s  w e  
r e t u r n  t o  c a m p ,  s l i t h e r i n g  d o w n  t h e  r o c k y  t r a c k  p ast  
t h e  g r a v e y a r d s  a n d  a c r o s s  t h e  f i e l d s  t h r o u g h  t h e  in s u f­
f e r a b le  f e t i d n e s s  o f  f o r c e d  c u l t i v a t i o n ,  b a c k  t o  ou r  

l o o s e  b o x e s .
S o m e  o f  u s  w i l l  b e  g o i n g  t o  K o w l o o n  t o - n i g h t .  N o t  

m a n y ,  h o w e v e r ,  b e c a u s e  t h e  c o s t  o f  p r e t t y  w e l l  ev e r y ­
t h i n g  e x c e p t  f o u n t a i n  p e n s  a n d  p e n c i l s  i s  t o o  h ig h  for  
a n y t h i n g  b u t  a n  o c c a s io n a l  v i s i t  t o  a  c i n e m a  o r  a m ea l;  
a n d  e v e n  t h e  n o v e l t y  o f  a n  i m i t a t i o n  g o l d  B ir o  p en  

d o e s n ’t  la s t  f o r  e v e r .
H o w e v e r ,  w e  N a t i o n a l  S e r v i c e m e n  h a v e  m u c h  to  

le a r n  a n d  t h e  n e w n e s s  o f  s t r a n g e  s ig h t s  a n d  s o u n d s  is 
w i t h  u s  f o r  m u c h  o f  o u r  s h o r t  t i m e  o u t  h e r e .  , W ith  
p l e n t y  o f  w o r k  t h e r e  i s  l i t t l e  m o n o t o n y .

I t  m u s t  o f t e n  s e e m  a  h a r d  a n d  t h a n k le s s  t a s k  t o  the  
r e g u la r  s o l d i e r s ,  w h o  n o  s o o n e r  s t a r t  t o  r e a l is e  the  
s a t i s f a c t io n  o f  h a v i n g  m a d e  u s  i n t o  s o ld i e r s  w h e n  w e  
s a i l  f o r  E n g l a n d .  S m a l l  b l a m e  t o  t h e m  i f ,  n o w  and  

a g a in ,  t h e y  f e l t  w i t h  H o u s e m a n :
“  O  o f t i m e s  h a v e  I  w a s h e d  a n d  d r e s s e d  

A n d  w h a t ’s  t o  s h o w  f o r  a l l  m y  p a in  ?
T e n  t h o u s a n d  t i m e s  I ’v e  d o n e  m y  b e s t  

A n d  a l l ’s  t o  d o  a g a in .”
B y  t h e  t i m e  w e  a r e  s t r e t c h e d  o u t  o n  o u r  b o a rd ed  

b u n k s  b e n e a t h  m o s q u i t o  n e t s  a n d  t h e  l im i t l e s s  n ig h t  
i n s e c t  l i f e  h a s  t r a n s f o r m e d  o u r  lo o s e  b o x  i n t o  a  m in ia tu r e  

L o n d o n  a ir p o r t ,  y o u ,  r e a d e r  i n  E n g l a n d ,  w i l l  b e  h a v in g  
b r e a k f a s t .  Y o u  m i g h t  r e a s o n a b ly  a s k  o f  u s  o u t  h ere  
w h a t  C h in a  i s  g o i n g  t o  d o .  A  m a n  w i t h  a  p r o fo u n d  

k n o w l e d g e  o f  C h in a  o n c e  s a id :
“  E x a m in e  t h e i r  h i s t o r y  a n d  p s y c h o l o g y ;  c o n s id e r  all 

t h e  f a c t o r s  t h a t  c a n  p o s s i b l y  a f f e c t  t h e i r  c h o i c e  o f  a ction  
a n d  t h e n  t a b u la t e  t h e  c o u r s e s  t h a t  t h e y  a r e  m o s t  lik ely  
t o  ta k e .  Y o u  c a n  t h e n  s i t  b a c k ,  f o r  y o u  h a v e  a t  le a s t  go t  

a  l i s t  o f  c o u r s e s  t h a t  t h e y  w i l l  n o t  a d o p t . ”

“ TEN MINUTE A LIBI”
i p r e s e n te d  b y  O f f i c e r s  o f  i s t  B a t t a l i o n  T h e  M i d d l e s e x  

R e g im e n t  ( D . C . O . ) ,  i n  t h e  N e w  T e r r i t o r i e s , H o n g  K o n g , 
i n  M a r c h ,  1 9 5 0

T h e  fo llow ing two reports on the play w ere published 
in the C h i n a  M a i l  and are re-published by  T h e  
D ie-H ards fo r interest:

M a r c h  1 1 ,  1 9 5 0 .

“  I f  a n y o n e  h a d  t o l d  m e  t h a t  a n  e v e n i n g  o f  e x c e l l e n t  
e n t e r t a in m e n t  c o u l d  b e  p r o v i d e d  i n  a  s t a b le ,  I  s h o u l d  
have a s k e d  m y s e l f — h o w  b i g  t h e  s t a b le ,  a n d  w h e n c e  t h e  
p e r fo r m in g  h o r s e s  ? W e  w e r e ,  h o w e v e r ,  o n  S u n d a y  
e v e n in g ,  t r e a t e d  t o  e n t e r t a in m e n t  o f  a  n o n - e q u i n e  
n a tu re  i n  t h e  o l d  J o c k e y  C lu b  s t a b le s  a t  F a n l in g .

“  U n d e r  t h e  a b le  d i r e c t io n  o f  F a t h e r  M .  M a lo n e ,  
R .C . C h a p la in  t o  t h e  F o r c e s ,  a s s i s t e d  b y  t h e  S t a g e  
M a n a g e r ,  2 / L t .  J .  L o c k e ,  a n d  b y  w iz a r d s  o f  t h e  l i g h t s  
a n d  ‘ p r o p s  ’— S g t .  M i c h e l  a n d  C p l .  L o n g — o f f ic e r s  o f  
th e  1 s t  B a t t a l io n  T h e  M i d d l e s e x  R e g i m e n t  d e m o n s t r a t e d  
to  a n  a p p r e c ia t iv e  a u d ie n c e ,  w h a t  c a n  b e  d o n e  b y  d e t e r ­
m in a t io n  a n d  i n g e n u i t y .  T h e  t r a n s f o r m a t io n  f r o m  a  
h o r se  s t a b le  t o  a  m o s t  a t t r a c t iv e  l i t t l e  s e t  f o r  A n t o n y  
A r m s t r o n g ’s  ‘ T e n  M i n u t e  A l i b i , ’ m a d e  u s  f e e l  t h a t  t h e  
C o m m a n d in g  O f f ic e r  h a d  f o r  w e e k s  p a s t ,  s o m e h o w  
m a n a g e d  t o  s p a r e  h i s  t e c h n ic ia n s  f o r  p r o t r a c t e d  l e a v e .  
B u t k n o w i n g  t h a t  t h e  B a t t a l io n  h a s  b e e n  i n d u g i n g  in  
in t e n s iv e  t r a in in g  w i t h  m i l i t a r y  e x e r c i s e s  t h r o w n  i n  t o  
b rea k  t h e  p r o d u c e r ’s  h e a r t ,  i t  i s  a  m a t t e r  f o r  t h e  w a r m e s t  
c o n g r a t u la t io n s  t h a t  t h e  s e t t i n g  a lo n e  w a s  c o n s t r u c t e d  
w ith  m o s t  p l e a s i n g  r e s u l t s .  M a n y  d i f f i c u l t i e s  a l s o  b e s e t  
th e  p la y e r s — p o s t i n g s ,  t r a n s f e r s ,  r e h e a r s a ls  i n  F a n l in g  
an d  K o w l o o n ,  u n p r e d ic t a b le  m i l i t a r y  e x ig e n c ie s  i n ­
c lu d in g  p o s t p o n e m e n t  f o r  r e p la c e m e n t  o f  c a s t  l o s s e s ,  
etc .— a l l  t h e s e  t h r e w  a  h e a v y  s t r a in  o n  a  c a s t  t h e  m e m b e r s  
o f w h i c h  i n s t e a d  o f  b e i n g  s t a l e ,  a s  m i g h t  h a v e  b e e n  
e x p e c t e d ,  w e r e ,  i n  f a c t ,  a s  f r e s h  a s  t h e  g r e a s e  p a in t  t h e y  

w o re .
“  S p e c i a l  m e n t i o n  i n  a  p la y  o f  t h i s  n a t u r e  i s  n o t  e a s y ,  

p a r t ic u la r ly  a s  m o s t  o f  t h e  a u d ie n c e  w e r e  f r i e n d s  o f  s o m e  
m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  c a s t ,  a n d  w e r e — i n  t h e  i n im i t a b le  w a y  o f
A .D . S .  a u d ie n c e s — w a i t i n g  t o  s e e  t h e i r  f r i e n d s  ‘ h a v in g  
a g o . ’ B u t  t h e  a c t r e s s  ( o n e  o n ly )  a n d  a c t o r s  w e r e  r e a l ,  
an d  l i v e d  t h e i r  p a r t s .  I f  i t  w e r e  p o s s i b l e  t o  c h o o s e  f r o m  
a m o n g  t h e  c a s t ,  I  w o u l d  s a y  t h a t  J im m y  F l a v e l l ’s  p a r t  a s  
C o lin  D e r w e n t  w a s  t h e  b e s t  p r e s e n t a t io n  o f  t h e  e v e n in g .

“ A t  t h e  f in a l  c u r t a in ,  t h e  C o m m a n d in g  O f f ic e r ,  L t . -  
! C o l. A .  M .  M a n ,  O . B .E . ,  m a d e  a  f i t t in g  s p e e c h  o f  c o n ­

g r a t u la t io n  a n d  t h a n k s  t o  a l l  c o n c e r n e d  i n  t h e  p r o d u c t io n .
“  T h e  C o m m a n d i n g  O f f ic e r  t h e n  t h r e w  h i s  M e s s  o p e n  

to  m a n y  o f  t h e  v i s i t o r s  f r o m  t h e  T e r r i t o r i e s  a n d  f r o m  
K o w lo o n ,  a n d  t h e  e v e n i n g  f i n i s h e d  i n  t h e  w e l l - k n o w n  
h o s p i t a b le  s p i r i t  w h i c h  t h e  M i d d l e s e x  R e g im e n t  

e n g e n d e r s .
“  T h e  e v e n i n g  w a s  h o n o u r e d  b y  t h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  t h e  

B r ig a d e  C o m m a n d e r  a n d  h i s  w i f e ,  B r ig ,  a n d  M r s .  B .  A .  
C o a d , w h o  s p o k e  t o  a l l  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  c a s t  d u r in g  t h e  

e v e n in g .”

M a r c h  2 2 ,  1 9 5 0 .

“ T E N  M I N U T E  A L I B I ”
A  G r e a t  Success

“  ‘ T e n  M i n u t e  A l i b i , ’ w h i c h  w a s  f ir s t  p r e s e n t e d  s o m e  
f o u r t e e n  d a y s  a g o  b y  t h e  i s t  B a t t a l io n  T h e  M i d d l e s e x

R e g i m e n t ,  a n d  w a s  r e v i e w e d  i n  a  p r e v io u s  i s s u e ,  h a s  
p la y e d  m o s t  s u c c e s s f u l l y  t o  s e v e r a l  m i l i t a r y  u n i t s  i n  t h e  
T e r r i t o r i e s .  W e  p a id  i t  a n o t h e r  v i s i t  o n  M o n d a y ,  w h e n  
i t  w a s  p r e s e n t e d  t o  t h e  2 7  B r ig a d e  H e a d q u a r t e r s .  W i t h  
e a c h  p e r f o r m a n c e  t h e y  h a v e  b e c o m e  in c r e a s in g ly  p o p u ­
la r ,  a n d  i t  i s  f e l t  t h a t  t h e  c a s t  d e s e r v e  s p e c ia l  in d iv id u a l  

c o m m e n t .
“  T a k i n g  t h e m  i n  o r d e r  o f  a p p e a r a n c e ,  C a p t .  J o h n  

L i v e m o r e ,  a s  a  d i g n i f i e d  b u t l e r — a n  o l d  la g  w h o  p u t s  u p  
w i t h  h i s  m a s t e r ’s  p e c c a d i l l o s  w i t h  y o u n g  l a d ie s — p la y e d  
a  s m a l l  b u t  t e l l i n g  p a r t  w i t h  d i g n i t y ,  p r o d u c i n g  r e a l i s t i ­

c a l ly  a n g e r  a n d  f r i g h t  a t  t h e  r ig h t  m o m e n t .
“  P e t e r  B o s w o r t h — t h a t  s n a k e  i n  t h e  g r a s s  ( h o w  I  

e n v i e d  h i m  h i s  t e c h n i q u e ! ) — m a d e  m e  m o s t  c o n c e r n e d  
o v e r  t h e  l ik e ly  f a t e  o f  h i s  l a t e s t  b u t t e r f ly  o n  t h e  w h e e l ,  
a n d  e q u a l ly  a n n o y e d  t h a t  h e  s e e m e d  t o  b e  g e t t i n g  a w a y  
w i t h  i t .  H i s  s e l f - s a t i s f i e d  a n d  c o n f id e n t  a p p r o a c h  t o  
h i s  c r im e  m a d e  m e  f e e l  t h a t  h e  h a d  h a d  m u c h  p r a c t ic e ,  
a s  i n d e e d  t h e  e x a m in a t io n  o f  h i s  p a p e r s  a f t e r  h i s  f u l ly  
d e s e r v e d  s u d d e n  d e a t h  d e m o n s t r a t e d .

“  M i s s  H a z e l  S c la t e r  ( t h e  u n f o r t u n a t e  b u t  c h a r m in g  
b u t t e r f ly )  w a s  r e a l ly  im p r e s s i v e .  T h i s  p o o r  l i t t l e  g ir l  
k n e w  s h e  w a s  d o i n g  w r o n g ,  b u t  c o u l d n ’t  r e s i s t  i t — y o u  
c o u l d  s e e  s h e  w a s  f r i g h t e n e d ,  b u t  s h e  w a s  d r a w n  i r r e s i s -  
t a b ly  t o  t h i s  w o l f .  I n  h e r  p o r t r a y a l  o f  t h e  p a r t ,  H a z e l  
t o o k  u s  w i t h  h e r  t h r o u g h  a l l  t h e  e m o t i o n s  o n e  im a g in e s  
w o u l d  b e  f e l t  u n d e r  s u c h  u n h a p p y  c i r c u m s t a n c e s .

“  C a p t .  J im m y  F l a v e l l ,  a s  C o l i n  D e r w e n t ,  g a v e  a n  
e n t i r e l y  l i f e - l i k e  in t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  t h e  y o u n g  m a n  i n  l o v e  
— t o o  p o o r  t o  o f f e r  h is  h e a r t  t o  B e t t y — k n o w i n g  t h e  tr a p  
s h e  w a s  f a l l in g  in t o — k n o w i n g  a ls o  t h a t  s h e  w a s  in f a ­
t u a t e d ,  a n d  t r y in g  e v e r y  w a y  h e  k n e w  t o  s t o p  h e r  e l o p e ­
m e n t  t o  P a r is  w i t h  a  m a n  w h o  w o u l d  l e a v e  h e r  h i g h  a n d  
d r y ,  a n d  d r iv e n  i n  d e s p e r a t io n  t o  m u r d e r .  I n  h i s  la t e r  
r e a c t io n  u n d e r  s u s p i c i o n ,  a n d  h i s  f in a l  l u c k y  i f  u n m o r a l  
e s c a p e ,  w e  w e r e  w i t h  h i m  a l l  t h e  w a y ,  a n d  e q u a l ly  

im m o r a l ly  o n  h i s  s id e .
“  M a j o r  A y m e r  C l a y t o n ,  t h e  B a t t a l io n  s e c o n d - i n -  

c o m m a n d  ( n e e d  I  s a y  a  v e r y  b u s y  o f f i c e r ) ,  p l a y i n g  S ir  
M i l e s  S t a n d in g ,  g a v e  u s  w h o  k n e w  h i m — a n d  a n y  th a t  
w e r e  p r e s e n t  w h o  d i d n ’t — a n  a m u s i n g  g l i m p s e  o f  a  
s o m e w h a t  s e l f - im p o r t a n t  a n d  im p a t i e n t  e ld e r ly  s o l i c i t o r ,  
d i s t u r b e d  f r o m  h i s  n o r m a l  r o u t in e  a n d  i n  n o  u n c e r t a in  
m a n n e r  d e m o n s t r a t in g  h i s  d i s a p p r o v a l  o f  t h e  s i t u a t io n  
t o  a l l  c o n c e r n e d — p a r t ic u la r ly  t h e  P o l i c e .  A s  a  c h a r a c te r  
s t u d y  h e  w a s  s o  r e a l i s t ic  t h a t  h i s  w i f e  i s  s e r io u s ly  w o n d e r ­
i n g  i f  h e  w i l l  b e  l ik e  t h a t  i n  2 0  y e a r s ’ t im e .

“  T h e  C . I . D . — I n s p e c t o r  P e m b e r ,  p l a y e d  b y  C a p t .  
G e o r g e  F o r m a n ,  a n d  D e t e c t i v e - S e r g e a n t  B r a c e ,  p la y e d  
b y  C a p t .  J o h n  M o o r e — g a v e  u s  t h e  w e l l - k n o w n  t e a m  
f r o m  s t a g e  a n d  s c r e e n — t h e  p e r f e c t  f o i l s .  P e m b e r  ( w h o  
h a s  m a d e  h i s  w a y  u p  t h e  h a r d  w a y  a n d  k n o w s  h i s  
o n i o n s )  a n d  B r a c e  ( t h e  t a l e n t e d  y o u n g  b e g i n n e r  s p e a k in g  
F r e n c h  a n d  v e r y  m e t i c u l o u s ) .  T h e  b u r d e n  o f  u n ­
r a v e l l in g  t h e  a lm o s t  p e r f e c t  c r im e  w a s  t h e i r s ;  t h e y  
b r o u g h t  u s  a l o n g  w i t h  t h e m ,  s t e p  b y  s t e p ,  g e t t i n g  m o r e  
a n d  m o r e  u n p o p u la r  w i t h  u s  a s  t h e y  n e a r e d  t h e  c o r r e c t  
s o l u t i o n .  A  h a p p y  c h a n c e ,  a n d  a  s l i g h t  s u s p i c i o n  o f  
s y m p a t h y  w i t h  t h e  p o s s i b l e  m u r d e r e r ,  b r o u g h t  t h e m  

b a c k  i n t o  o u r  f a v o u r .
“  W e  s in c e r e ly  h o p e ,  t r a in in g  p e r m i t t i n g ,  t h a t  t h e  

M i d d l e s e x  m a y  a g a in  p r o d u c e  a  p la y  a s  s u c c e s s f u l  a s  

t h i s . ”
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B y  A p p o in t m e n t  

S i l v e r s m i t h s  

T o  H.M. t h e  K i n g

Carrington &  Co., Ltd.
(Cnurt .IruH'lU'rH and fficgittu'ttlal S’ilucrBmitljs

130 Regent Street, London, W . 1
M a n u fa ctu re rs  fo r  the S u p p ly  a nd  R ep a ir  o f  M ess P la te

Silver Cups, Bowls, Salvers, Clocks, etc.
F O R  P R E S E N T A T IO N  —  A L W A Y S IN  S T O C K  

R E G IM E N T A L  B A D G E  B R O O C H E S , S L E E V E  L IN K S , Etc. 

D E S IG N S  A N D  E S T IM A T E S  F R E E

SAVILE ROW TAILORING “ S T
The cutting, making and fitting of clothes, whether they are bespoke or 
for immediate Wear, is a specialised craft. As Tailors we have been able 
to apply the knowledge necessary to prod uce high-class bespoke garments 
to our Ready to Wear department—we have, in fact, combined the art 

of the craftsman with the economy of modern production 
Lounge Suits from £16/8/9. Overcoats from £15 15 0. Sports Jackets 
from £8/17/5, also Blazers, Hacking Coats, Flannel Trousers, Dinner

Suits

HAWKES & Co., Ltd.
R E G I M E N T A L  T A I L O R S  T O  T H E  M I D D L E S E X  R E G I M E N T

Civil and Military Tailors and Outfitters
1 S A V IL E  R O W , L O N D O N , W .I

T elep h o n e: R E G e n t  0186

6 8  H IG H  S T R E E T , C A M B E R L E Y
T e lep h o n e: C am b erley  829


