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E d ito r : Major A. W. Clark, O.B.E.

E D IT O R I A L
A fte r  all th e  d o u b ts  a n d  delays w h ic h  o c c u rre d  in  

p ro d u c in g  th e  D e c e m b e r  n u m b e r , i t  is  a g rea t re lie f  to  
k n o w  th a t ,  fo r  th e  M a rc h  issu e , w e h ave  a ll th e  m ate ria l 
in  to  tim e.

W e  fee l th a t  a n  apo lo g y  is d u e  to  som e o f  o u r  c o n tr i­
b u to rs  as i t  w as fo u n d  n ecessary  to  o m it  so m e  ite m s  in  
D e c e m b e r  o w in g  to  lack  o f  space . H o w e v e r, th is  is, in  
p o in t  o f  fac t, a n  ad v a n ta g e  to  th e  E d ito r ,  as w e b ad ly  
n e e d  a re se rv e  o f  a rtic le s  i f  w e a re  to  b e  ab le  to  v ary  th e  
rea d e rs ’ d ie t.

T a lk in g  o f  d ie t, w e  m u s t  re m a rk  th a t  w e w ere  th an k fu l 
th a t  o u r  o w n  C h ris tm a s  season  h a d  b een  q u ie t an d  
f ru g a l, o th e rw ise  w e m ig h t  h ave  n e e n  n a u se a te d  b y  th e  
task  o f  so rtin g  th e  m a te ria l fo r  th is  n u m b e r . E very  
ite m  seem ed  to  co n ta in  re fe ren ces  to  fo o d  o r  d r in k , an d  
i f  one  w as n o t  re a d in g  o f  h a p p ily  jam m y  a n d  rep le te  
c h ild re n  o n e  w as faced  b y  p h o to s  a n d  y e t m o re  p h o to s  
o f  m e n  a n d  g lasses. F o r tu n a te ly , co s t o f  rep ro d u c in g  
saves o u r  rea d e rs  g e ttin g  th e  sam e su rfe it  o f  ev idence  
th a t  th e  fes tiv e  seaso n  w as in d e e d  w ell a n d  tru ly  k e p t.

W e c o n g ra tu la te  L t .-C o ls .  A . E . G re e n , D .S .O .,  
O .B .E ., a n d  S . F .  W . M . de l C o u r t ,  M .C .,  o n  th e ir  
en g a g em e n ts , a n d  to  th e  fo rm e r  o n  th e  aw a rd  o f  th e
O .B .E . in  th e  N e w  Y e a r H o n o u rs  L is t.

M a n y  o f  o u r  rea d e rs  w ill a lso  h ave  n o tic e d  w ith  
p lea su re  th e  aw a rd  o f  th e  C .B .E . to  C o l. W . H . V. 
Jo n e s , w h o se  w o rk  fo r  tro o p in g  has th u s  b e e n  
ack n o w led g ed .

O B IT U A R I E S
I t  is w ith  reg re t th a t  w e h av e  to  rec o rd  th e  d e a th  o f  an  

o ld  c o m rad e , M r. D o e l, a t h is  h o m e  in  S lo u g h . H e  
w as e m b o d ie d  in  J u ly , 1914, h is  n u m b e r  b e in g  14784. 
H e  w as in  F ra n ce  f ro m  th e  fo llow ing  O c to b e r  till 
J u ly , 1915, a n d  fo u g h t a t  H il l  60 a n d  th e  B a ttle  o f  th e  
S o m m e, w h e re  he  w as w o u n d e d  a n d  sen t h o m e  to  
N e tle y  H o sp ita l, S o u th a m p to n . H e  r e tu rn e d  to  F ra n ce  
a n d  w as ag a in  w o u n d e d  a n d , a fte r  t re a tm e n t  in  N o r th e rn  
H o sp ita l, L o n d o n , re tu rn e d  to  F ra n c e  in  Ja n u a ry , 1916. 
H e  fo u g h t a t Sa lo n ik a  a n d  w as ag a in  w o u n d e d  a n d  h is 
leg w as a m p u ta te d  in  a h o sp ita l in  M a lta  in  F e b ru a ry , 
1916. A fte r  a lo n g  p e rio d  in  h o sp ita l h e  w as fina lly  d is­
c h a rg ed  in  1918, a fte r  w h ic h , d e sp ite  h is  a rtific ia l leg, 
h e  w o rk e d  as a n  a u x ilia ry  p o s tm a n , a n d  la te r  as a n ig h t 
te le p h o n is t, u n til  h is  re t ire m e n t th ro u g h  ill -h e a lth  in  
F e b ru a ry , 1949. H is  fu n e ra l w as a tte n d e d  b y  M r.
E . P a ris , w h o  re p re se n te d  th e  A ssoc ia tion .

The late Mr. E. W. Pasby died December 14, 1949» 
aged 77 years, whilst an in-patient at Isleworth Hospital, 
and was buried on Wednesday, December 21, 1949» at

'art

N e w  Is le w o rth  C em ete ry . A  w re a th  w as sen t by the 
R e g im e n ta l A sso c ia tio n  a n d  a  rep re se n ta tiv e  of the 
D e p o t a tte n d e d  th e  fu n e ra l. M r. P a sb y  en lis ted  for the 
M id d le sex  R e g im e n t o n  J u n e  14, 1890, an d  was dis­
c h a rg e d  to  p e n s io n  o n  J u ly  31, 1900. H e  was wounded 
a t S p io n  K o p  on  J a n u a ry  2 4 , 1900, a n d  as a resu lt of his 
w o u n d  h is  r ig h t  fo o t w as a m p u ta te d . M r. Pasby was 
one  o f  th e  f irs t o c c u p an ts  o f  th e  C o tta g e  H om es built 
a f te r  th e  S o u th  A frican  W a r, a n d  h a d  to  voluntarily 
vacate  i t  in  M ay , 1947, w h en  h e  w as f irst adm itted  to 
hosp ita l.

W e reg re t to  rec o rd , a lso , th e  d e a th , o n  D ecem ber 29 
las t, o f  L t .-C o l.  P . H . G ra v e s , D .S .O .

W e also  h av e  to  re c o rd  th e  d e a th  o f  ex-C.S.M . 
H a in e s , o f  137 W o o d th o rp e  R o a d , A sh fo rd , whose 
fu n e ra l to o k  p lace  o n  F e b ru a ry  4 , a n d  w as attended 
b y  C .S .M . M a lo n e y  o f  th e  D e p o t.  T h e  Regimental 
A sso c ia tio n  sen t a w rea th .

D E A T H
C h a llis .— O n  N o v e m b e r  17 , at 8 L ow ick  Road, 

H a rro w , in  h is  9 0 th  y ea r a fte r  a v e ry  sh o rt illness, 
G eo rg e  C h a llis , w id o w er, a re s id e n t  o f  H am p stead  for 
85 y ears. L a id  to  re s t in  th e  fam ily  g rav e  a t Highgate 
C e m e te ry  o n  N o v e m b e r  22 , a n  id ea l h u sb a n d , a fond 
p a re n t  a n d  a g o o d  f r ie n d . R .I .P .

V olun teer o f  the ’70s
M e m b e r  o f  th e  H a m p s te a d  C o m p an ies  o f  the old 

3 rd  M id d le sex  R ifle V o lu n tee rs , th e  i s t  V o lun teer Bat­
ta lio n  a n d , la te r, th e  7 th  B a tta lio n  M id d lesex  Regiment, 
M r .  G eo rg e  C h a llis  d ied  las t T h u r s d a y  in  h is 90 th  year.

B o m  in  H a m p s te a d , a n d  re s id e n t  in  th e  d istric t for 
all b u t  th e  las t five y ea rs  o f  h is  life, h e  se rv ed  for nearly 
35 y ears , r e t ir in g  in  1911 w ith  th e  ra n k  o f  sergeant. His 
w ife , w h o  d ied  in  1929, w as a d a u g h te r  o f  the  late 
S e rg e a n t-In s tru c to r  N ig h tin g a le , e x -G re n a d ie r  Guards­
m an  a n d  in s t ru c to r  to  th e  M id d lesex  M ilitia  a t the Well 
W alk  barracks .

M r. C h allis  leaves fo u r  m a rr ie d  d au g h te rs , one of 
w h o m  is in  C an ad a . I t  w as a t  th e  H a rro w  hom e of his 
e ld es t d a u g h te r , M rs . W . C . L e  B lo n d , th a t  he died. 
F u n e ra l  w as a t H ig h g a te  C e m e te ry  o n  T u esd ay .

W e a re  g ra te fu l to  M r. W a lte r  S m ith , ex-Sergeant, 
7 th  M id d le sex , fo r  th is  no tice .
F rom  “  H a m p stea d  an d  H ighgate  E xpress ,”  November 25, 

1949

E N G A G E M E N T S
T h e  fo llow ing  a n n o u n c em e n ts  a p p e a re d  in  The Times 

o n  Ja n u a ry  26 , 1 9 5 0 :—
L t .-C o l . A . E . G r een  an d  M iss R . F ish er-R owe 

T h e  e n g a g em e n t is a n n o u n c ed  b e tw een  Lt.-Col. 
A r th u r  G re e n , D .S .O .,  O .B .E ., T h e  M id d lesex  Regi­
m e n t,  on ly  so n  o f  M r. a n d  M rs . A . G re e n , 24 Radinden 
M a n o r  R o ad , H o v e , a n d  R u th  F ish er-R o w e , o f  17 
A v en u e , H o v e , y o u n g e r  d a u g h te r  o f  th e  la te  M ajo r C. V. 
F ish e r-R o w e , M .C .,  G re n a d ie r  G u a rd s , a n d  o f  the late 
M rs . F ish er-R o w e .

O L  S b u - J J a r i ) _____________________

i j .-Co l . S . F it z -W . M . d el  C o urt and  M is s  E . G u b b in  
The e n g a g em e n t is  a n n o u n c ed  o f  L t .-C o l.  

S F itz -W . M . de l C o u r t ,  M .C .,  on ly  so n  o f  th e  late  
W . de l C o u r t  v a n  K r im p e n  (K n ig h t  o f  M a ry  o f  th e  

Teutonic O rder') a n d  o f  th e  late  M rs . de l C o u r t ,  a n d  
flizabeth, on ly  d a u g h te r  o f  th e  late  D r . J o h n  G a sp a rd  
Gubbins, L L .D . ,  honoris causa  (W itw a te rs ra n d ), M .A . 
Cantab), a n d  M rs . G u b b in s , o f  M a lm a n i, O tto sh o o p , 
Transvaal.

O F F I C E R S ’ C L U B  

F orthcom ing E v e n t s
H.C. B .T .C . G o lf  M e e t in g  

April 23 . R ic h m o n d  G o lf  C lu b .
Golf S p r in g  M e e t in g  

April 27  a n d  28 , 1950. H e n d o n  G o lf  C lu b .

Cricket W eek 
C om m encing  J u n e  18, 195°- H ill.

Ju n e  18— v .  H a m p s te a d  H e a th en s  
„  19— v .  C ry p tic s  
„  20— v .  In co g n iti  
5 21— v . F re e  F o re ste rs  

„  22— v .  I .  Z in g a n  
„  25— v .  R o m an y  

Officers’ C l u b  D in n e r  
Jun io r U n i te d  S erv ice  C lu b . Ju n e  23.
Dress d in n e r  jacke ts o r  b lu e  u n ifo rm .

Officers ’ C l u b  “ A t  H o me ”  „
D ate a n d  v e n u e  to  b e  c o n firm ed  a t  th e  n ex t C o m ­

mittee M e e tin g . . , ■ r  iOTT
WUl an y  m em b e r  o f  th e  C lu b  w h o  is d esiro u s o f  p lay - 

mg in  th e  above c rick e t m a tch es, a n d  has n o t  rece iv ed  
m in v ita tio n  to  p lay , k in d ly  c o m m u n ica te  w ith  M a jo r  
C. M . M . M a n , M .C .,  23 R o sa ry  G a rd e n s , L o n d o n ,

Tw o M .C .C . tick e ts  w ill b e  av ailab le  a t  th e  S ec re ta ry  s 
Office, In g lis  B arrack s , fo r  th e  b en efit o f  m em b ers  o f  
the C lu b  fo r  th e  c u rre n t  c rick e t season . I f  re q u ire d  a t 
short n o tic e  th e  tick e ts  can  b e  se n t im m ed ia te ly  u p o n  
receipt o f  a  te le p h o n e  call, b u t  m u s t  b e  re tu rn e d  to  th e  
office im m edia te ly  a fte r  u se . T e le p h o n e  . F in ch ley  
2611, e x ten sio n  79.

As w e go  to  p r in t ,  n ew s com es o f  th e  su d d e n  d e a th  o f 
Mr. J . W . G re e n sh ie ld s , o n  F e b ru a ry  6 ,1 9 5 0 . T h ro u g h ­
out his 22 y ea rs  as S e c re ta ry  o f  th e  H e n d o n  G o lf  C lu b , 
ht was, f ro m  its  in c e p tio n , a firm  f r ie n d  o f  th e  R e g im e n t 
and its g o lf  m ee tin g s . A ll th e  golfing  m em b e rs  o f  th e  
Regiment a n d  m an y  o th e rs  w h o  k n ew  h im  w i l l j o in  
with u s  in  e x p re ss in g  o u r  d ee p es t sy m p a th y  w ith  h is  
widow a n d  w ith  th e  H e n d o n  G o lf  C lu b  o n  h is su d d e n

death. _
He w as c re m a te d  a t  th e  G o ld e rs  G re e n  C re m a to riu m  

m T h u rs d a y , F e b ru a ry  9 . I 95°> at>d  ™ l ° r  K  c .  
Bellers a tte n d e d  th e  se n d ee  o n  b e h a lf  o f  th e  M id d lesex  
Regiment G o lfin g  S o c iety  a n d  O fficers’ C lu b .

SHORT SERVICE COM MISSIONS 
A dditions

> " s ï ï «  TCD K“ daU‘ R.A.F. Station, Nuncham Courtney, Nr 
Oxford.

T H E  T O U R  O F  T H E  H O N G  K O N G  B A T T L E -  
F I E L D S  O F  1941. C A R R IE D  O U T  B Y  T H E  
O F F I C E R S  O F  T H E  i s t  B A T T A L IO N  T H E  

M ID D L E S E X  R E G I M E N T  ( D .C .O .)  O N  
N O V E M B E R  28, 1949 

W ritte n  by R e v . M . M a lo n e , R .A .C .R .D . ,  w ho has been 
C hapla in  to the B a tta lio n  since leaving  M il l  H il l  on 

J u n e  15, 1949 

W h e n  th e  i s t  B a tta lio n  r e tu r n e d  to  H o n g  K o n g  i n  
l u lv  1949, i t  w as a t  o n ce  th e ir  d u ty  a n d  p riv ile g e  to  
v isit’ th o se  p laces  o n  th e  I s la n d  w h ic h  th e  re c e n t  w a r 
h a d  m a d e  a  p ro u d  p a r t  o f  th e  reg im en ta l t ra d itio n . 1 
w as v e ry  g lad  to  b e  a b le  to  acco m p a n y  th e m . I t  w as a 
re tu rn  v is it  fo r  so m e , a n d  th e  officers o f  th e  B a tta lio n  
se t o u t  o n  th e  t o u r  o f  in sp e c tio n  o f  th e  g ro u n d  fo u g h t 
o ver in  D e c e m b e r , I 94U  tm d e r  th e  v e ry  ex p e rie n ce d  
d ire c to rsh ip  o f  M a jo r  H e n ry  M a rs h , w h o  h a d  a lread y  
g iv en  u s  a n  e n te r ta in in g  a n d  an a ly tica l lec tu re  o f  th e  
fa ll o f  H o n g  K o n g . A  lit tle  o f  i t  w as o ff th e  r « ° rd ’ 
so m e  o f  i t  u n d o u b te d ly  co n tro v e rs ia l, b u t  i t  w as a ll th e  
p ro d u c t  o f  f ir s t-h a n d  e x p e rie n ce  a n d  v e ry  g en u in e  
th o u g h t.  H e  s tre s se d  th e  ev il o f  t h a t  p e a ce -tim e  
m e n ta lity  w h ic h  h a d  e x is te d  p n o r  to  th e  Ja p an e se  
a ttack — “  T h e  F i r s t  W o rld  W a r  h a d  b y -p a sse d  th e  
C o lo n y  a n d  so  w o u ld  th is .”  H o n g  K o n g  w as a  p r i ­
v ileg ed  isle  o f  th e  b e s t  g o o d  l iv in g , a  secu re  s h a n g n la  
in  a  h a rd  w o rld . H e  w as, h o w ev er, g en e ro u s  en o u g h  to  
a d m it  th a t  th is  u n fo r tu n a te  m e n ta lity  w as n o t  con fin ed  
o n ly  to  th e  c iv ilians. I f  th e re  w as lack  o f  c iv il co­
o p e ra tio n  in  d e fen ce  p re p a ra tio n s , th e re  w as a lso  m ilita ry  
n eg lec t. A n ti-m a la r ia l p re c a u tio n s , n o t  p ro p e r ly  e n ­
fo rc e d , se rio u s ly  a ffec ted  o n e  b a tta lio n , w h ile  in te rn a l  
se cu r ity  w as b a d . A b o u t th e  d e fen ce  p la n  i ts e lf  h e  h a d  
som e asid es , b u t  i t  is n o t  fe lt  to  b e  w ith in  th e  scope  o f  
th is  sm a ll essay  to  c o m m e n t u p o n  th e m . T h e  i s t  B at­
ta lio n  w e re  in  p ill-b o x e s  a ro u n d  th e  islan d .

T o  q u o te  th e  S e c o n d -in -C o m m a n d , “  W e w ere  in  
th e  p ic tu re  ”  w h e n  w e m o v ed  o ff  in  a jee p  c o n v o y  f ro m  
th e  M ess p ro m p tly  a t  th e  s c h ed u le d  h o u r  o f  080 0  h is .  
o n  N o v e m b e r  28 . I t  is  a b o u t  a n  h o u r ’s r u n  to  th e  
F e r ry . T h e  c o n s ta n t  c h irp in g  o f  th e  A ss is ta n t D ire c to r ,  
L t .  B. K .  C la y d e n , o n  th e  c o n tro l s e t (w ith  a n  occasional 
c ro ak  f ro m  th e  D ir e c to r  h im se lf)  d id  n o t  q u ite  h a rm o n ise  
w ith  th e  g lo ry  o f  th e  m o rn in g , w h ic h  m ig h t  h av e  b e e n  
in  A p riled  E n g la n d , o r  th e  scen ic  b e a u ty  o f  th e  h ills  
a n d  in le ts  w h ic h  m ig h t  h av e  b e e n  in  H ig h la n d  S co tlan d . 
H o w ev er, w e  w ere  in te re s te d  to  k n o w  th a t  th e  C o m ­
m a n d in g  O fficer (ac c o rd in g  to  th e  co m m e n ta ry )  w as 
m iss in g , b u t  w ere  g lad  to  see h im  in  th e  c a r  in  f ro n t  
W e lea rn e d  f ro m  th e  D ir e c to r  in  one  o f  h is  in te rm itte n t  
in te rv en tio n s  th a t  th e  h o u se  w e w ere  a p p ro a c h in g  t a d  
a te n n is  c o u rt  a n d  th e  o w n er o ffe red  i ts  fu ll  u se  to  th e  
officers. W e en jo y ed  th e  b u r s t  o f  so ngs o f  a ce rta in  
2 L ie u te n a n t,  u n til  i t  w as c u t  s h o r t  b y  th e  A ss is ta n t 
D ire c to r ,  w h o  w as o b v io u sly  jea lo u s  o f  h is  p r iv ile g e d  
D erch  W e  le a rn e d  th a t  th re e  in fa n try  b a tta lio n s  in  
d ie  n e w  te r r ito rie s  h a d  fo rm e d  th e  lin e  o f  d e fen ce  
a g a in st th e  Jap s  o n  th e  b o rd e r ,  a n d  o f  th e  g a llan t 
ac tio n s  a n d  rea rg u a rd s  fo u g h t b y  th o se  tro o p s  in  th ese  
n ew  te rr ito rie s . W e sk ir ted  th e  m a in  re se rv o ir  r n d  
ju s t  b e lo w , to  th e  le f t  o n  th e  edge  o f  K o w lo o n , a  fligh t 
o f  S p itf ire s  c irc led  th e  co lo n y ’s so lita ry  ae ro d ro m e , ^ e
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k n e w  th e  g rave  d isa s te r  th e i r  lo ss h a d  b e e n  in  th e  Jap  
o n s la u g h t.  A b o a rd  th e  v e h ic u la r  fe r ry  w e c ro sse d  th e  
fe w  h u n d r e d  y a rd s  o f  sea  w h ic h  se p a ra te s  th e  is la n d  
f ro m  th e  m a in lan d . A  v e ry  e m in e n t  S w ed ish  n ew s 
c o rre s p o n d e n t,  w h o  re c e n tly  v is ite d  th e  B a tta lio n , w as 
ask ed  w h a t  th e  av erag e  m a n  in  th e  s tr e e t  in  S w ed en  
th o u g h t  o f  H o n g  K o n g , a n d  h e  sa id  im m e d ia te ly  th a t  it 
h a d  a m ag n if ic e n t h a rb o u r ,  a n d  th a t  w e to o k  i t  f ro m  th e  
C h in e se  in  a n  o p iu m  w a r ! T h e  av erag e  m a n  w as 
r ig h t ,  a t  a n y  ra te ,  a b o u t  th e  h a rb o u r . I t  is  n a tu ra lly  
m ag n if ic e n t, a lth o u g h  sh ip s  m u s t  s ti ll  p u t  o u t  to  sea  to  
r id e  a ty p h o o n . B u t t r ib u te  m u s t  b e  p a id  to  th e  in ­
g e n u ity  a n d  th e  e n te rp ris e  w h ic h  m ak es th is  m o d e m  
h a rb o u r  w ork . A  c o m m e n ta to r  h a s  sa id  t h a t  i f  G o d  
tu rn s  H is  face  aw ay , i f  w h a t  w e s ta n d  fo r  a n d  a re  is 
ev e r  b lo tte d  o u t  b y  v io len ce  f ro m  E u ro p e , a n d  th e  
s tu d e n t  asks w h a t w e  o n ce  d id  a n d  w h a t m a n n e r  o f  
p e o p le  w e  w e re , h e  m ig h t  b e  sh o w n  H o n g  K o n g .

W e  w e re  g o in g  to  see to d a y  p lac e s  w h e re  m e n  o f  th e  
R e g im e n t h a d  fo u g h t b rav e ly  a n d  m a n y  h a d  g iv en  th e ir  
lives in  th e  d e fe n c e  o f  th a t  w ay  o f  life . I t  w as o p p o r tu n e  
th a t  o u r  f irs t  s to p  s h o u ld  h av e  b e e n  a t  W a n ch a i a n d  
th e  O ’B rien  S tre e t  l in e , fo r  i t  is  fa ir ly  ty p ic a l o f  th e  
h a rd y  a d a p ta b ili ty  o f  t h a t  w ay  o f  life  w h ic h  is o u rs . 
I t  w as  m a n n ed  b y  th e  in sc ru ta b le  “  Z  ”  C o m p a n y . T h e  
J a p s  w e re  m y stif ie d  b y  th is  u n k n o w n  fo rce . I t  fo u g h t 
b rav e ly  a n d  w ell. I ts  m e m b e rs  w e re  th e  cooks, th e  
o rd e r lie s  a n d  th e  ru n n e r s  o f  th e  B a tta lio n . T h r o u g h  
L y e m u n  B a rra c k s , w h e re  th e  B a tta lio n  h a d  f irs t  b e e n  
q u a r te re d  o n  its  r e tu r n  to  th e  co lo n y  in  J u ly  las t, w e 
m o v ed  to  Sai W a n  H ill. H e re  w e rec e iv ed  a m o st 
in te re s t in g  ta lk  f ro m  M r .  L . G o ld m a n . H e  h a d  b een  
in  ch a rg e  o f  a n  A .A . B a tte ry  in  th is  a re a  a n d  w e lea rn e d  
m u c h  f ro m  h im  a b o u t th e  Ja p  c ro ss in g  o f  L y e m u n  
G a p  f ro m  D e v il’s P e a k  o n  to  th e  is la n d . N e a re r  th e  
h ill  is  th e  n e w  c e m e te ry  in  S a n  W ai. P e rfe c tly  la id  o u t ,  
b e a u tifu l ly  c a re d  fo r ,  th e  c e m e te ry  is  a n o b le  a n d  to u c h ­
in g  t r ib u te  to  th e  d e a d . T h e r e  w e re  m an y  M id d le sex  
g rav es , s e t re s tfu l ly  in  o rd e re d  ro w s  a lo n g  th e  g rassy  
h ills id e , e a ch  c ro w n e d  w ith  a  sm all w h ite  cro ss . S lig h tly  
a p a r t  w as a  g ro u p  o f  e ig h t  a n d  th e  la s t  o n  th e  le f t  b o re  
th e  s ig n  o f  D a v id . T h is  w as th e  g rav e  o f  S g t. R ic h  w h o , 
w i th  h is  sev en  c o m ra d e s , h a d  h e ld  to  th e  d e a th  th e ir  
p i ll -b o x  o n  B rick  H ill.

T o  S ta n le y  P r is o n  th e n ,  w h e re  n o w  a re  h e ld  som e 
Ja p  w a r  c rim in a ls , w h o  w e re  p a ra d e d  fo r  u s . W e  w ere  
g lad  to  leave  th e m  a n d  h av e  lu n c h  in  th e  p lea sa n t s e ttin g  
o f  th e  P r is o n  G o v e rn o r ’s b e a ch . A fte r  lu n c h  M r. 
N o rm a n , P r is o n  S u p e r in te n d e n t ,  a n d  tw o  o th e r  p r iso n  
offic ia ls  to o k  u s  to  S ta n le y  c ro ss -ro a d s . A  v o lu n te e r  
c o m p a n y  o f  p r is o n  officials a n d  w a rd e rs  h a d  m a d e  a 
s ta n d . F r o m  R e p u lse  B ay a  se c tio n  o f  M id d le sex , 15 
s tro n g , u n d e r  S g t. M a n n in g , m o v ed  b y  n ig h t  in  s lip p e re d  
f e e t  a n d  to o k  th e ir  p o s it io n  o n  a  sm a ll m o u n t  ju s t  a t  th e  
p ro n g  o f  th e  c ro s s -ro a d . T h e y  w e re  w e ll p lac e d , th ey  
w e re  g o o d  so ld ie rs , th e y  w e re  b rav e  m e n . T h e  Jap s  
su ffe red  g re a t  casu a lties  b e fo re  th e y  w e re  fina lly  o v e r­
com e. T h e  p r iso n  officers to ld  th is  s to ry  w ith  g e n u in e  
w a rm th  a n d  a p p re c ia tio n . W e all l is te n e d  w ith  p r id e . 
A  l it t le  u p  th e  h ill f ro m  th e  c ro s s -ro a d s , a t  S ta n le y , is  th e  
o ld  c e m e tery . I t  is  like  a n  o ld  E n g lish  c h u rc h y a rd —  
g re y  a n d  so le m n , g re a t  tre e s  w ith  s p re a d in g  b ran c h e s , 
so m b re  to m b s to n e s  w ith  o d d  in sc r ip t io n s , fam ily

g rav es . M id d le sex  m en  a re  b u r ie d  h e re , too . Here is 
th e  g rav e  o f  C o l. L .  A . N e w h a m , G .C .,  M .C .,  who won 
th e  G e o rg e  C ro ss  fo r  h is  b rav e ry . W h e n  h e  was dis­
c o v e re d  o rg an is in g  th e  e sca p e  o f  P .O .W .s  he was 
to r tu re d  a n d  s ta rv e d  b y  th e  Ja p an e se  a n d , eventually, 
d ie d  u n d e r  th e m .

W e  fo llo w ed  th e  co ast ro a d  to  R e p u lse  Bay, where we 
s to p p e d  a t  a  g a rag e  ju s t  b e lo w  th e  h o te l. H ere  some 
J a p s  w e re  ta k e n  p r is o n e r  b y  a  p a r ty  o f  M id d lesex  men 
u n d e r  2 /L t.  G ro u n d s . I t  is  c la im e d  th a t  these were 
p o ss ib ly  th e  f irs t  a n d  o n ly  p r iso n e rs  ta k e n  in  the  cam­
p a ig n . 2 /L t .  G ro u n d s  w as la te r  k ille d  i n  ac tion . Further 
a lo n g  th e  ro a d  to  B rick h ill a n d  P illb o x  14. Brickhill is 
a  sm a ll p ro m o n to ry  s lig h tly  o ff  th e  ro a d , a n d  Pillbox 14 
w as b u i l t  in to  i t  so  t h a t  i t  h a d  a  c o m m a n d in g  position 
o v e r th e  ro a d  a n d  sea. F o r  d ay s S g t. R ic h  and  seven 
m e n  m ad e  i t  h ig h ly  d a n g e ro u s  a n d  co stly  fo r  Jap  convoys 
m o v in g  a lo n g  th e  ro ad . T h e y  h e ld  th e  pill-box in 
s p i te  o f  re p e a te d  a ssa u lts  a n d  casu a lties . F inally , with 
n o  w a te r ,  th e y  s ti ll  h e ld  o u t .  A tte m p ts  to  get water 
th ro u g h  failed . T h e y  d ied  to g e th e r  a n d  th e ir  story has 
b e c o m e  a lm o s t a leg e n d  in  H o n g  K o n g . Y ou  will hear 
i t  f ro m  a v a rie ty  o f  p e o p le , b u t  th e i r  t r ib u te  is always 
th e  sam e. I t  is to ld , to o , th a t ,  a f te r  th e  fall, two Jap 
officers w e re  ta k in g  a p a r ty  a lo n g  th a t  ro ad  and  they 
h a lte d  o p p o s ite  P ill-b o x  14, s a lu te d  a n d  sa id  : “  Brave 
m e n  d ie d  g a lla n tly  th e re .”

A fte r  w e  h a d  b e e n  v e ry  h o sp ita b ly  en te rta in e d  to tea 
a n d  re fre sh m e n ts  b y  M r. Em U L a n d a u  a t  th e  Parisian 
G r ill  F a rm , w e s ta r te d  th e  c o n c lu d in g  s tage o f  o u r tour. 
W e se t o u t  fo r  th e  H o n g  K o n g  V o lu n te e r  D efence Force 
H e a d q u a r te rs ,  p a s sin g  o n  th e  w ay  a n o th e r  Middlesex 
d e fen ce  p o in t— B e n n e tt’s H ill. I t  w as a b o u t  1900 hrs. 
w h e n  w e re a c h e d  H e a d q u a r te rs .  T h e  D ire c to r  gave us 
a  b r ie f  “  rec a p  ”  o f  d e ta ils  a n d  th e n  w e h a d  a general 
d isc u ss io n  o n  th e  s itu a tio n  as i t  h a d  ex is ted  in  I 941» 
causes o f  th e  c o llap se , p o ss ib le  rem e d ie s  w h ich  might 
h av e  b e e n  ta k e n , a n d  lesso n s to  b e  le a rn e d . T h e  Com­
m a n d in g  O fficer fin a lly  th a n k e d  th e  D ire c to r  for a day 
th a t  w as n o t  o n ly  a b so rb in g ly  in te re s t in g  b u t deeply 
in sp ir in g . L a te r  w e m e t  th e  officers o f  th e  H o n g  Kong 
D e fe n c e  F o rc e  in  th e i r  M e ss . M a n y  o f  th e m  had  served 
w ith  th e  V o lu n tee rs  in  th e  c a m p a ig n . T h e y  knew the 
B a tta lio n  w ell. B efo re  w e le ft fo r  h o m e  w e h ad  en joyed  

w ith  th e m  g o o d  ta lk , so m e  d r in k s , a n d  an  excellent 
d in n e r .  .

W e  h a d  c ro w d e d  m u c h  in to  th e  d ay , b u t  obviously 
c o u ld  n o t  see  e v e ry th in g . N o r  has i t  b een  possible, 
n o w , to  m e n tio n  a ll w e  d id  see, a n d  lea rn . I f  cer\a“ [ 
p e o p le  a n d  p laces  a re  m e n tio n e d  h e re  i t  is n o t intended 
to  p a rtic u la ris e  o r  to  e x c lu d e  an y . W e n am e them  to 
e m b ra c e  all. T h e  h o n o u r  o f  th e  R e g im e n t is high in 
H o n g  K o n g  a n d  i t  w as n o t  a c h ie v e d  b y  a  few  only. We 
sa lu te  a ll, th e  officers a n d  m e n  o f  th e  1st B atta lion  w 0, 
in  th e  f ig h tin g  in  1941 in  H o n g  K o n g , so w ell lived up 
to  th e  tra d itio n s  o f  th e i r  R e g im e n t.

TO O U R READERS
C o n s id e ra b le  in co n v e n ie n ce  is ca u se d  to  both  
th e  E d i to r  a n d  to  th e  R e a d e r  o w in g  to  the 
fac t th a t  c h a n g es  o f  a d d re s se s  a re  n o t  n o tif ie d  
a t  o n c e . I f  y o u  ch a n g e  y o u r  a d d re s s  please 
le t  u s  k n o w  a n d  so  b e  s u re  o f  rec e iv in g  y o u r^  

J o u rn a l  reg u la rly
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nt B A T T A LIO N  T H E  M ID D L E SE X  R E G IM E N T  
(D.C.O.)

ED IT O R IA L
Another strenuous quarter has passed and we can 

[eel w ith quiet satisfaction that w e have achieved m uch 
ad that tim e has been w ell spent.

As b e fo re , th e  e m p h a s is  h as  b e e n  o n  tra in in g  a n d  it 
¡an be  sa id  th a t ,  a lth o u g h  th e re  is  s ti ll  m u c h  to  lea m , 
re have g a in e d  in v a lu a b le  ex p erien ce  a n d  th e  B a tta lio n  
IS a w hole  is  e x trem e ly  fit, b o th  p h y sica lly  a n d  m en ta lly .

W ork h as  b e e n  m o s t  in te re s tin g  a n d  in s tru c tiv e  a n d  
this, co m b in e d  w ith  in te r -u n i t  a n d  in te r-c o m p an y  
sport, w elfa re  p a rtie s , c o n c e r t p a rties , tr ip s  to  p laces o f  
oterest, a n d  g o o d  w e a th e r  have m ad e  life q u ite  p leasan t 
in the n e w  te rr ito rie s .

T he v a rio u s  n o ta b le  ach iev em en ts  in  th e  sp o rtin g  
world h ave  b e e n  d e a lt  w ith  in  de ta il la te r  in  th is  issue 
and, th e re fo re , a re  n o t  re p e a te d  h e re , w ith  th e  excep tion  
of the  2 7 th  In fa n try  B rig ad e  in d iv id u a l b o x in g  ch am ­
pionships. W e  e n te re d  12 b o x e rs  in  th e  seven  w eig h ts , 
had finalists  in  six  w e ig h ts  a n d  w o n  five. O u r  box ers  
fought ex tre m e ly  w e ll a n d  fu lly  u p h e ld  th e  tra d itio n s
of the R e g im e n t.

A m o st in te re s t in g  to u r  o f  th e  1941 H o n g  K o n g  
battlefields w as o rg an ise d  a n d  co n d u c te d  b y  M a )o r 
H. M a rsh  a n d  is  re p o r te d  in  th is  issue.

A “  D ie -H a rd s  ”  re u n io n  p a rty  w as h e ld  in  cam p  o n  
December 7 , 1949. a t  w h ic h  m an y  ex -m em b ers  a n d  
friends of. th e  R e g im e n t w e re  p re se n t, a n d  i t  p ro v ed  

■ most su ccessfu l. .
C h ristm as a n d  N e w  Y e a r fes tiv ities  w e n t w ith  a sw ing  

and everyone  th o ro u g h ly  en jo y ed  th em se lv es  a n d  m ad e  
the m o st o f  th e  h o lid ay  p e rio d . T h e  C h ris tm a s  d in n e r  
was a t ru ly  m ag n ificen t sp re a d  a n d  g rea t c re d it  is due  
10 the A .C .C . a n d  reg im en ta l cooks. I t  w as se rv ed  in  
the cu s to m ary  m a n n e r  b y  th e  m em b e rs  o f  th e  S ergean ts 
Mess, w h ils t  th e  officers d o led  o u t  ap p a re n tly  u n lim ite d
supplies o f  b e e r. . _

T h e  in te r -M e s s  fo o tb a ll C o m p e titio n  o n  B oxing  D ay  
was w o n  b y  th e  p riv a tes , a fte r  ex tra  tim e , m  a  g ran d  
game a g a in s t th e  co rp o ra ls  b y  2  1.

T h e  co rp o ra ls  a n d  p riv a tes  p u t  o n  a n  ex trem ely  good 
concert p a r ty , o rg an ised  en tire ly  b y  th em selv es , o n  
December 28 , 1949, a n d  it  w as v e ry  w e ll rece iv ed  b y  th e  
rem ainder o f  th e  B a tta lio n  a n d  n u m ero u s  sp ec ta to rs  
from n e ig h b o u rin g  u n its .

On N e w  Y e a r’s E v e  th e  S e rg ean ts ’ M ess  p u t  over 
their o w n  C razy  G a n g  S h o w  fo r th e  B a tta lio n . A gain , 
the p layers rece iv ed  a  g rea t o v a tio n  fo r a first-c lass 

i Show. D ru m -M a jo r  H o ld fo rd  w as a c to r, m an a g e r a n d  
producer a n d  h e , to g e th e r  w ith  h is  cast, a re  to  b e  con­
gratulated o n  g iv in g  a v ery  fine pe rfo rm an ce .

T h e  face  o f  th e  B a tta lio n  is ch an g in g  as in ro ad s  are  
made b y  re lease , P y th o n , res tric tio n , an d  d em an d s 
from o th e r  C o m m a n d s . M a jo r  T .  W . C h a t te j -h a s  left 
» jo in  H .Q .,  F a r  E a s t L a n d  F o rc es  ; M a jo r  E . C . K . 
K endall-Sadler, T .D . ,  has  le f t  o n  P y th o n  ; C apt- 
R. S t. M c G . Y o u n g  has left o n  re u re m e n t ; a n d  L t.
I. S. C  F lav e ll has  b e e n  p o s te d  to  H .Q .,  2 7 th  In fa n try  
Brigade, as In te llig e n ce  O fficer. W e h ave  w orse  to  

rome in  J a n u a ry , 195° ,  w h e n  M a >o r  9 ’
Battalion S e c o n d -in -C o m m a n d , M a jo rs  H .  M arsH ,

A  E . D . M ic h e ll  a n d  P .  N e w m a n , to g e th e r  w ith  C a p t.
P . S m y th , a re  d u e  to  w ave  u s  farew ell f ro m  th e  decks 
o f  H .M .T .  Lancashire  o r  o u r  o ld  finend , H . M . l .  
D unera . W e  s h a h  also  b e  v e ry  so rry  to  lose  R .S .M .
P T. M cL o u gh lin , w ho is going hom e in the Lancashire 
to com plete h is  last six m onths before his w ell-earned 
retirem ent after 23 years’ service.

W e  w elco m e 2 /L ts .  B . H .  M a ra a n c f f iP .  H . D e n n in g , 
o f  th e  R e g im e n t, a n d  2 /L ts .  G .  A . W h ite , E . G .  C . 
S obey  a n d  J . M . L o c k , R .A .O .C .,  all o f  w h o m  have 
rec e n tly  a rr iv ed .

“ H.Q.”  C O M P A N Y
T h e  co o ler days o f  a u tu m n  h ave  b e e n  m o st w elcom e, 

b o th  to  ou rse lv es  a n d  to  th e  s ta ff, w h o  h av e  k e p t  u s  
w ell o cc u p ie d  w ith  n u m e ro u s  e x e ra s e s , m  w h ic h  th e  
g rea te r  p a r t  o f  th e  c o m p an y  h av e  ta k e n  p a r t .  A t firs t, 
h fe  w as a  lit tle  d ifficu lt, b u t  i t  d id  n o t  tak e  lo n g  fo r  som e 
o f  us to  re m e m b e r  o ld  le sso n s, a n d  fo r  th e  y o u n g e r ones 
to  le a m  fo r  th e  f irs t  tim e . E v e n  th e  Q .M . a n d  B 
ech e lo n , w ith  all th e ir  im p e d im e n ta  o f  w ar, h ave  b een  
lev e red  o u t  o f  th e i r  n ooks a n d  c ran n ies.

So m an y  chan g es  tak e  p lace , so  q u ick ly , th a t  i t  is n o t 
p o ssib le  to  m e n tio n  ev e ry o n e , b u t  th e  fo llow ing  o ld  
so ld ie rs  o f  th e  R e g im e n t sh o u ld  n o t  b e  a llo w ed  to  fade 
aw ay u n n o tic e d  ; th ey  a re  M a jo r  M a rs h , w h o  is  n ow  
P .R .I .  C .S .M . F u lle r ,  w h o  h as  g o n e  to  th e  D iv isio n a l 
B a ttle  S ch o o l a n d  R e s t C a m p , a n d  C .Q .M .S . U re , w h o  
has gone to  G .H .Q . a t  S in g a p o re . T h e n  p laces h ave  
b e e n  tak e n  b y  M a jo r  D o y le , C .S .M . Je n n in g s , a n d  
C .Q .M .S .  B u d d en .

I n  sp ite  o f  h a rd  t ra in in g  th e re  has b e e n  su ff ia e n t  
t im e  fo r  p le n ty  o f  sp o rt. I n  th e  in te r-c o m p a n y  soccer, 
c ro ss -c o u n try , b ask e t-b a ll a n d  sev en -a -sid e  ru g g e r  w e 
h ave  d o n e  q u ite  weU b u t ,  u n fo rtu n a te ly , h ave  n o t  m an ­
aged  to  w in  an y  o f  th e  sh ie ld s  w h ic h  h a n g  m  th e  m e n  s
d in in g -h a ll . In d iv id u a ls  h ave  h a d  th e ir  successes. P te . 
S a u n d e rs  a n d  P te . Je lly  fo u g h t ex tre m e ly  w ell in  th e  
B rig ad e  in te r -u n i t  b o x in g  co m p e titio n , h e ld  m  m e  
m id d le  o f  D e c e m b e r , a n d  w o n  th e  b a n ta m  a n d  heavy­
w e ig h t ev en ts . C p l. H ilk en e , L /C p l .  S im m o n s, L /C p l.  
H y la n d , B d sm . F o rsy th e  a n d  P te .  Jo n es  (39) h a v e  all 
p lay e d  fo r  th e  B a tta lio n  t s t  X I .  C .S .M . Je n n in g s  has 
b e e n  se le c te d  to  p lay  ru g g e r  fo r  th e  A rm y  in  H o n g  K o n g .

U n fo r tu n a te ly , th e re  h as  n o t  b e e n  a lo t o f  c rick e t 
p lay e d  th is  season , m a in ly  b ecau se  o f  th e  sh o rtag e  o f  
g ro u n d s  a n d  th e  lo n g  jo u rn e y s  to  g e t to  th e  few  th a t  a re  
availab le . P te . C u lle n  h a s , h o w ev er, b e e n  m o s t e n ­
th u s ia s tic  a n d  has p lay e d  f o r  th e  B rig ad e  X I .

I t  is  h o p e d  th a t  th e  m em b e rs  o f  t h e  n ew  d ra f t  p o s te d  
to  th e  C o m p an y  w ill h ave  a  h a p p y  a n d  en joyab le  stay , 
a n d  w ill f ill in  th e  gaps t h a t  w ill  b e  le f t  b y  th e  la rg e  r u n -  
d o w n  in  th e  N e w  Y ear.

SIG N A L  P LA T O O N
U p  to  d a te  th e  S igna l P la to o n  h a s  lo s t  co m p ara tiv e ly  

few  m e n  b u t ,  w ith  m e  a d v e n t o f  G ro u p  134 30(1 UP" 
w a rd s , m e  tric k le  is  rap id ly  dev e lo p in g  in to  a  flood . 
T h is  h as  b een  c o u n te ra c te d  to  som e e x te n t  b y  th e  
a rr iv a l o f  a  new  d ra f t, o f  w h ic h  som e 20 a re  n ow  o n  a 
classification  cadre . B y th e  tim e  th is  is fin ish ed , o u r  
P la to o n  w ifi co n sis t so lely  o f  12 reg u la r  so ld ie rs , w ith  
on e  o r  tw o  h ig h  N .S .  g ro u p  m en .

C
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V e ry  m u c h  th e  sam e te m p o  o f  t ra in in g  h as  b e e n  k e p t 
u p  a n d  th e  sig n a lle rs  a re  s till to  b e  fo u n d  m o u n ta in e e r in g  
w i th  a d ru m  o f  cab le  o n  th e i r  backs.

W e  h av e , o f  co u rse , n o  c iv ilian  te le p h o n e  lin es  in  
B e a s .C a m p  a n d , co n seq u e n tly , th e re  is a n  e x ch an g e  to  
b e  m a n n e d , w ith  a ll th e  e n su in g  b r ic k b a ts . U p  to  d a te , 
h o w ev er, w e  can  p ra ise  o u rse lv es  in  th e  fa c t  t h a t  th e re  
h av e  b e e n  few  d is ru p tio n s  o f  cam p  co m m u n ica tio n s .

O u r  c o n g ra tu la tio n s  to  P te . W illiam s  o n  h is  p ro ­
m o tio n  to  L /C o rp o ra l ,  a fte r  h av in g  p a sse d  o u t  w e ll on  
a n  N .C .O .s ’ cad re .

C p l. W h ite ly  a n d  L  C p l. C asw ell sa iled  fo r  h o m e  las t 
m o n th  e n  ro u te  to  C a tte r ic k — ce rta in ly  n o  re s t  c u re .

F in a lly , to  a ll o u r  f rie n d s  a n d  re la tio n s , g ree tin g s  fo r  
th e  N e w  Y e a r a n d  o u r  h e a rtfe l t  w ish es  fo r  a sp eed y

M.T. PLATOON
T h e  te m p o  o f  life  in  th e  P la to o n  is m o re  h e c tic  an d  

in te re s t in g  th a n  ev e r  befo re .
E x e rc ises  a n d  o u ts id e  c o m m itm en ts  a re  still f re q u e n t,  

g iv in g  lit tle  re s t  to  m e n  a n d  v eh ic le s  alike.
I n  th e  la s t m o n th  w e  h av e  lo st five v eh ic les  to  w o rk ­

sh o p s th ro u g h  th e  e rra tic  a n d  d a n g e ro u s  d r iv in g  o f  th e  
local in h a b ita n ts ,  re n d e r in g  life a  lit tle  m o re  d ifficu lt 
a n d  w o rry in g .

L t .  B . K . C la y d e n  a n d  C p l. W rig h t  h av e  n o w  tak e n  
o v e r f ro m  C a p t.  P .  J . L iv e m o re , M .C .,  a n d  S g t. P re s to n . 
T h e  P la to o n  c o n g ra tu la te  C p l. W r ig h t  o n  h is  p ro m o tio n  
a n d  a p p o in tm e n t to  M .T .  S e rg ea n t. S g t. M o rr is  an d  
h is  R .E .M .E .  f itte rs  a re  w o rk in g  h a rd e r  th a n  e v e r, a n d  
to  h im  w e  m u s t  g ive  o u r  g ra t i tu d e  fo r  a g ra n d  jo b  w ell 
d o n e  u n d e r  th e  d iff icu lt c o n d itio n s.

I n  th e  n e a r  f u tu re ,  th e  M .T .  is e n te r in g  a n  M .T .  
c o m p e tit io n  o rg an ise d  b y  H .Q .,  2 7 th  In fa n try  B rig ad e . 
O u r  fee lings a re  m ix e d  c o n c e rn in g  th e  fin a l o u tco m e . 
H o w e v e r, w e  a re  all d e te rm in e d  to  w in  th e  c o m p e titio n , 
a n d  m u c h  h a rd  w o rk  is  b e in g  p u t  in  b y  all m em b e rs  
o f  th e  P la to o n .

I n  J a n u a ry  w e  lose  m an y  o f  o u r  m o re  ex p e rie n ce d  
d r iv e rs  ; th is  is  c au sin g  n o  lit tle  w o rry  to  th o se  co n ­
c e rn e d . H o w e v e r, w ith  c a rd re s  a n d  d riv e rs  f ro m  th e  
n e w  d ra f t ,  w e  w ill b e  a b le  to  su rm o u n t o u r  d ifficu lties.

INTELLIGENCE SECTION
S in ce  th e  a rr iv a l o n  th e  b o rd e r ,  ea rly  in  O c to b e r,  o f  

C o m m u n is t  e le m e n ts , th e  w o rk  o f  th e  In te llig e n ce  
S e c tio n  h a s  b eco m e  ev en  m o re  in te re s tin g .

Sg t. K e n r ic k , w h o  cam e  to  u s  f ro m  th e  W .T . s ta ff 
to  b e  In te llig e n ce  S e rg ea n t, a ss is te d  b y  P te . L y e , ru n s  
th e  w o rk  o f  th e  In te llig e n ce  S e c tio n  in  c am p . T h is  
en ta ils  m an y  la te  ev en in g s , d ea lin g  w ith  s itrep s , a n d  
co p io u s  rea d in g  o f  th e  C h in e se  d a ily  P re ss  fo r  d e ta ils  
o f  th e  c iv il w ar, w h ic h  a re  m a rk e d  o n  th e  B a tta lio n ’s 
w a r  m ap .

T h e  In te llig e n ce  S e c tio n  c o n tin u e s  to  o p e ra te  in  
m an y  d iv erse  ro les. S g t. K e n r ic k  acco m p a n ie d  th e  
D ru m -M a jo r  a n d  12 d ru m m e rs  o n  a re c e n t  tra in in g  
p a tro l ,  w h ic h  in v o lv ed  a t r ip  in  a local p o lice  p a tro l 
b o a t,  a n d  a  v e ry  m u c h  lo n g er t r ip  o n  th e i r  fla t fee t. 
T h e  In te llig e n ce  O fficer, in  c o m m o n  w ith  S g t. K e n ric k , 
a n d  o n  o n e  occasio n  P te . L y e , has flow n  v a rio u s a ir

so rtie s  in  c o n n e c tio n  w ith  t ra in in g  sch em es and other 
du tie s .

I n  a rec e n t O .P . c o m p e titio n  r u n  b y  4 0 th  Division, the 
B a tta lio n  w as re p re s e n te d  b y  C p l. W a ld e n  and Pte. 
Jo n e s  a n d , a lth o u g h  th e  re su lts  h av e  n o t yet been 
an n o u n c e d , C p l. W a ld e n  a ssu res  u s  t h a t  th e  Battalion 
has w on .

S g t. K e n ric k  is, u n fo r tu n a te ly  fo r  u s , Py th o n  pro­
te c te d  a n d  is d u e  to  go  h o m e  v e ry  sh o rtly . H is place is 
b e in g  ta k e n  b y  S g t. M c G o w a n . W e  h ave  also lost Pte. 
K in g  to  2 7 th  B rig ad e , w h e re  h e  is w ith  th e  Brigade 
In te llig e n ce  S ec tio n . I n  h is  p lace  w e  h av e  P te . Butler, 
a  fa ir ly  re c e n t  a rr iv a l in  th e  B a tta lio n . P te . Lye has 
b e e n  fo u n d  p a in t in g  e v e ry th in g  f ro m  a wall-chart of 
th e  C h in ese  C iv il W a r  to  th e  In te llig en ce  Officer’s 
m o to r-c y c le , a n d  P te . L u c k h u r s t  has  m o re  th an  earned 
h is  k eep  as th e  ch e f de cuisine o n  tra in in g . In  fact, as 
so m e  w it re m a rk e d  th e  o th e r  d ay , all th e  Intelligence 
S e c tio n  h a s  n o t  m a s te re d  y e t  is  C a n to n e se  a n d  M andarin. 
A n d  w e  h av e  ev en  m ad e  a n  a tte m p t,  n o t  terrib ly  suc­
cessfu lly  i t  m u s t  b e  a d m itte d , a t  th a t .

BAND NOTES
T h e  la s t th re e  m o n th s  h av e  b e e n  difficu lt ones for 

th e  B a n d . T h e r e  a re  n o w  so  m a n y  b a n d s  in  the  Colony 
th a t  e n g a g em e n ts  a re  h a rd  to  ge t.

T h e  r e d u c tio n  in  s tr e n g th  o n  th e  overseas establish­
m e n t  h as  m ad e  th e  ru n n in g  o f  th e  B a n d  n o  easy matter, 
as e v e ry  in s tru m e n ta l is t  is v ita l a n d  th e re  a re  no  reserves. 
S ick n ess  has  ta k e n  its  to ll b u t ,  d e sp ite  th is  and  all the 
o th e r  d ifficu lties, th e  B a n d  has  m ain ta in e d  its high 
m u sica l s ta n d a rd .

A n  in cre a se  in  e s ta b lish m en t has  n o w  b een  sanctioned 
a n d  i t  is h o p e d  th a t  re in fo rc e m e n ts  w ill soon be forth­
co m in g .

S u ccessfu l e n g a g em e n ts  h av e  b e e n  fu lfilled  a t Hong 
K o n g  race  m ee tin g s  a n d  th e  B a n d  m ad e  its  first broad­
c ast in  th e  C o lo n y  in  th e  fea tu re , “  Serv ices Spotlight. 
A n o th e r  su ccessfu l en g a g em e n t d u r in g  N ovem ber was 
a t  th e  b ig  fo o tb a ll m a tc h  b e tw e en  th e  C olony and a 
S w ed ish  team . A t p re s e n t  th e  B a n d  is  b u sy  rehearsing 
fo r  th e  4 0 th  D iv is io n  m assed  b a n d  c o n cert w hich takes 
p lac e  ea rly  in  F e b ru a ry .

B oy  C h r is to p h e r  w as ru sh e d  o ff  in to  h osp ita l during 
N o v e m b e r  a n d  o p e ra te d  o n  fo r  a c u te  appendicitis , but 
h e  m ad e  a ra p id  reco v e ry  a n d  is  n o w  back  in  his place 
in  th e  b an d .

T h e  B a n d  rea c h e d  th e  sem i-fin al in  th e  inter-platoon 
fo o tb a ll c o m p e titio n , b u t  w e re  b e a te n  b y  the  Carner 
P la to o n  a fte r  a  v e ry  e x c itin g  gam e.

W e  tak e  th is  o p p o r tu n ity  to  w ish  all o u r  o ld  members 
o f  th e  B an d  a h a p p y  a n d  p ro sp e ro u s  N e w  Year.

CORPS OF DRUMS
B y th e  tim e  th ese  n o te s  a p p e a r  in  p r in t  C hristinas and 

N e w  Y e a r fes tiv itie s  w ill b e  ju s t  a m em o ry , b u t at e 
t im e  o f  w ritin g , w ith  ju s t  a few  days befo re  w e all indulge 
in  th e  u su a l o rg y , th e  B a tta lio n  is p re p a r in g  to  give one 
a n d  all th e  C h ris tm a s  sp ir it. R eg ard le ss  o f  o u r Poslt?^j 
o n  th e  m ap , p re p a ra tio n s  fo r  c o n c e rt, c in em a an d  musi 
p ro g ra m m e s  a re  fo rg in g  ah ead . W ith  th e  g rea t *nt^ res 
sh o w n  b y  o u r  C o m m a n d in g  O fficer, L t .-C o l.  A . M . M®“ »
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O.B.E., in  th e  a rra n g e m e n ts , w e have n o  d o u b t th a t  a 
i3ppy tim e  w ill b e  h a d  b y  all.

Remembrance D a y  S u n d a y  w as a d ay  to  p lace  o n  
^cord fo r th e  B a tta lio n . O u t  o f  a ll th e  u n its  o f  th e  
Senior S erv ice , th e  A rm y a n d  th e  R .A .F . in  H o n g  K o n g ,
¿e B a tta lio n  w as se lec ted  to  p e rfo rm  th e  ce rem o n y , 
aith th e  C o m m a n d in g  O fficer as P a rad e  C o m m a n d e r  
•or all S erv ices. O u r  12 b e s t b u g lers  re n d e re d  “  L a s t 
Post ”  a n d  “  R ev e ille ,”  fo r  w h ic h  th e  C o m m an d in g  
Officer rec e iv ed  m an y  b o u q u e ts . T h e  G .O .C .,  in  h is  
letter, gave th e  B a tta lio n  h is fu ll p raise . I t  w as, in d eed , 
a m oving s ig h t in  m em o ry  o f  o u r  fa llen  co m rad es  

in I941-
A part f ro m  th e  n o rm a l ac tiv ities o f  th e  C o rp s  of 

Drums, w e  h av e  a c q u ire d  th e  tit le  o f  B a tta lio n  H .Q . 
Defence P la to o n . A lth o u g h  th is  is a  far c ry  f ro m  th e  
Drum a n d  F ife , w e h ave  reach ed  a  g o o d  s ta n d a rd  in  
these n ew  d u tie s  a n d  a re  p re p a re d  fo r an y  em ergency .

D ru m -M a jo r  H o ld fo rd  a n d  e ig h t d ru m m e rs  w ere 
selected fo r a  d ay  p a tro l  in  th e  n ew  te rr ito rie s  a  sh o rt 
while ago. T h e  ro u te  to  b e  tak e n  n ecessita ted  th e  use 
of a po lice  la u n c h  to  tak e  u s  a long  th e  coast b u t ,  on  
irrival a t  th e  p ie r ,  w e  w ere  to ld  th a t  th e  lau n ch , ow ing 
to its size, c o u ld  o n ly  tak e  us p a r t  o f  th e  w ay  as  th e  
sand a n d  m u d -b a n k s  w ere  to o  treach ero u s . T h is  
change o f  p la n  re su lte d  in  o u r  h av in g  to  fo o t-s log  
almost 15 m iles  o v er exceed ing ly  ro u g h  g ro u n d , a n d  very  
yarm w o rk  i t  tu rn e d  o u t  to  be . O n  reach in g  th e  m ain  
road w e h a d  th e  g o o d  fo rtu n e  to  ch an ce  u p o n  a n  ice­
cream v en d o r. D id  th o se  ices ta s te  goo d  !

In th e  w o rld  o f  s p o r t  w e w ere ' u n fo rtu n a te  to  b e  
knocked o u t  o f  th e  in te r-p la to o n  foo tba ll k n o c k -o u t 
competition b y  th e  R eg im e n ta l B a n d  a fte r  a v e ry  k een  
game, e n d in g  w ith  th e  sco re  o f  3 goals to  1. C p l. 
Purdon a n d  L /C p l .  L e a t  a re  b o th  m em b ers  o f  th e  B at­
talion fo o tb a ll tea m  a n d  h ave  a ssis ted  in  ra is in g  u p  th e  
“ goals fo r  ”  c o lu m n . C p l. B ro w n  a n d  D m rs . Jo n es, 
Newman a n d  K e lly  w ere  se lec ted  as rep resen ta tiv es  o f  
the C o m p an y  c ro ss -c o u n try  te a m  a n d  all fo u r  m ad e  a 
very com m e n d a b le  effort.

D m r. R u d d , th e  “  vo ice ,”  has ju s t  fin ish ed  a n  e d u ca ­
tion co u rse  a n d  is b ack  w ith  u s  again . W h o  know s b u t  
what w e  m ig h t h av e  a  b u d d in g  p ro fesso r in  o u r  m id s t  . 
Well d o n e , R u d d . D m r . B e n n e tt has ju s t co m m en ced  
a simila r  co u rse  a n d  w e w ish  h im  luck .

D ru m -M a jo r  H o ld fo rd  a n d  D m r . M atth ew s  have 
recently b e e n  in fo rm e d  b y  te leg ram  th a t  I t  s a g ir . 
Congratulations, fa th e rs .

T h e  C o rp s , a t  p re se n t, a re  g e ttin g  d o w n  to  a p ro ­
gramme w h ic h  w ill b e  rec o rd e d  over R ad io  H o n g  K o n g  
on C h ristm as  m o rn in g , so  w e h o p e  to  b e  h ea rin g  o u r­
selves v e ry  soon.

O ur v e ry  b e s t  w ishes to  all o ld  co m rad es, w h erev e r 
they m ay  b e , an d , in  p a rticu la r , to  all o ld  m em b ers  o f  th e  
Corps o f  D ru m s.

“A” COMPANY
O u r la s t n o tes  fo u n d  u s  w ell se ttle d  in  B eas C am p , 

Fanling, a n d  tra in in g  h a rd . S ince  th e n  w e h ave  sp e n t 
our tim e  tra in in g  h a rd e r  th e n  ev e r, b o th  b y  day  and  
aiglit, a n d  in  p assin g  h ave  c lim b ed  m o re  y o u n g  m o u n ­
tains t h a n  w e ca re  to  rem em b er.

W e w ere  ex tre m e ly  so rry  to  lose  M a jo r  T .  W . C h a tte y  
to  F .A .R .E .L .F .  a n d  C a p t.  R . S t. G . M c Y o u n g  to  
re t ire m e n t,  a n d  to  b o th  w e w ish  th e  b e s t o f  lu ck . W e 
w elco m e C a p t. D . B. R en d e ll, M .B .E .,  M .C .,  a n d  C ap t.
P . G . V . B ellers as o u r  n ew  C o m m a n d e r  a n d  S e c o n d -in - 
C o m m a n d  resp ec tiv e ly .

T h e  C o m p a n y  s p e n t  a  v e ry  en joyab le  w eek a t  L am m a 
Is la n d  in  O c to b e r. T h e  is la n d  w as id ea l fo r  tra in in g  an d  
m u c h  u se fu l w o rk  w as c a rr ie d  o u t .  I t  w as rea lly  firs t- 
c lass to  b e  o n  o u r  o w n  fo r th o se  few  days, aw ay f ro m  
th e  a rd u o u s  d u tie s  o f  ca m p . I t  is  ru m o u re d  th a t  C p l. 
Jo n es  a n d  h is  tro o p  a re  still se arc h in g  fo r th e  c u t- th ro a t  
p ira te  g an g , c o n s is tin g  o f  C .S .M . T a r ra n t ,  S g t. 
C ran fie ld  a n d  P te . C raze . .

T h e  C o m p a n y  o b ta in e d  seco n d  p lace  in  th e  B rigade  
W  T .  c o m p e titio n , w h ic h  w as a g o o d  ach ie v e m e n t 
co n s id e rin g  w e h a d  sp e n t  th e  la s t  12 m o n th s  o n  p u b lic  
d u tie s . I n  th e  B rig ad e  p a tro l  c o m p e tit io n  w e  ag a in  
o b ta in e d  seco n d  p lace , w ith  a  p a tro l  led  b y  2 /L t.  
H .  J . E v an s.

W 'e c o n g ra tu la te  L .C p l .  S m a ilm a n  a n d  C p l. E a s ta p  
o n  th e ir  ex cellen t re su lts  in  th e  N .C .O .s ’ c a d re  a n d , 
a lso , C p l. E a s ta p  o n  h is p ro m o tio n .

A  n ew  d ra f t  jo in e d  th e  C o m p a n y  o n  N o v e m b e r  22 
a n d  w e e x te n d  to  th e m  o u r  h e a rty  g ree tin g s  a n d  h o p e  
th e y  w ill so o n  se ttle  d o w n  to  o u r  o w n  w ays.

I n  th e  rea lm  o f  s p o r t  o u r  g re a te s t  success has b een  
o u r  w in  in  th e  in te r -c o m p a n y  se v en -a -s id e . I n  th e  
f in a l w e  b e a t  “  D  ”  C o m p a n y  3— o in  a  m o s t ex c itin g  
g am e. C .S .M . T a r ra n t ’s f irs t  g am e o f  ru g g e r  fo r  17 
years p ro v e d  th a t  h e  h a d  lo s t  n o n e  o f  h is  sp e ed  o r  
c u n n in g , a n d  h e  h e lp e d  a  g re a t  d ea l in  o u r  fina l v ic to ry . 
W e f in ish ed  th i r d  in  th e  in te r-c o m p a n y  c ro ss -c o u n try  
r u n  w ith , o nce  m o re ,  o u r  C .S .M . b e in g  a  to w e r  o f  
s tre n g th . B ask e t-b a ll fo u n d  u s  ag a in  s tro n g  a n d  w e  are , 
a t  p re se n t, to p  o f  th e  leag u e . N o . 2 P la to o n  d id  w ell to  
reach  th e  sem i-finals  o f  th e  in te r -p la to o n  so ccer com ­
p e titio n , b u t  w ere  b e a te n  b y  a  v e ry  s tro n g  s id e  fro m  
N o . 7 P la to o n . . .

I n  th e  B rigade  in d iv id u a l b o x in g  co m p e titio n  P te . 
C raze  w o n  h is w e ig h t a n d  P te . H a m s o n  rea c h e d  th e  
sem i-finals. A  v e ry  g ood  p e rfo rm an ce .

T h e  C o m p a n y  f in ish ed  se co n d  to  “  S  ”  C o m p an y  
in  th e  in te r-c o m p an y  sw im m in g  a n d  th e  te a m  a re  to  b e  
c o n g ra tu la te d  o n  th e ir  fine efforts.

I n  all, w e  h ave  d o n e  w e ll, b o th  in  w o rk  a n d  p lay , 
d u r in g  th e  la s t q u a r te r ,  b u t  w e look fo rw a rd  to  even  
b ig g er a n d  b e tte r  successes in  th e  co m in g  y ea r. W e 
a re , h o w ev er, g o in g  to  fee l k een ly  th e  lo ss o f  m an y  o f  
o u r  c h am p io n s , d u e  to  re lease  in  th e  n e a r  fu tu re . T o  
a h  w e w ish  th e  v e ry  b e s t o f  lu ck  in  th e ir  c iv ilian  o ccu p a ­
tio n s . I n  co n c lu s io n  wre  s e n d , to  all o u r  f r ie n d s , th e  
c o m p lim e n ts  o f  th e  seaso n  a n d  th e  v e ry  b e s t o f  lu ck  
fo r  1950.

“ B ” COMPANY
T h e s e  n o tes  a re  b e in g  w ritte n  o n  B oxing  D a y  an d , 

th e re fo re , m ay  b e  lack ing  in  c la rity  a n d  conciseness . I f  
th e re  a re  m an y  g ram m atica l h ow lers i t  w ill o n ly  g o  to  
p ro v e  w h a t a n  excellen t a n d  su ccessfu l C h ris tm a s  was 
en jo y ed  b y  th e  C o m p a n y  in  o u r  s tab le  h o m e  in  th e  new  
te rr ito rie s .

I n  th e  las t few m o n th s  th e  C o m p a n y  h a s  e a rn e d  o u t
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a lo t  o f  h a rd  b u t  in te re s t in g  t ra in in g  a n d  w e  fla tte r  
o u rse lv es  th a t  w e  a re  n o w  a n  effic ien t rifle  co m p an y . 
W e  a g re e  t h a t  w e  s ti ll  h av e  a  lo t  to  le a rn  b u t ,  a ll t h e  sam e , 
w e  th in k  w e  a re  q u ite  g o o d .

T h e  c h ie f  d ifficu lty  in  b u ild in g  u p  a n  effic ien t c o m ­
p a n y  is  t h a t  A ge  a n d  S e rv ice  G ro u p s  co m e  a n d  go  a n d  
v a lu ab le  sp ec ia lis ts  a n d  t ra in e d  so ld ie rs  d isa p p e a r  in  
h o m e w a rd -b o u n d  tro o p e rs ,  w i th  d e p re s s in g  reg u la rity . 
W e  h o p e , h o w e v e r , th a t  a ll o u r  d raffs  f ro m  U .K .  w ill b e  
as k e e n  a n d  h a rd -w o rk in g  as th e  o n e  w h ic h  a rr iv e d  
so m e  five  w eeks ago. T h e y  a rr iv e d  a n d  s ta r te d  th e i r  
n e w  life  w i th  a  w ill a n d  a  sm ile , a n d  th e y  c a n  b e  sa tisfied  
th a t  th e y  a re  d o in g  a  w o rth w h ile  jo b  w ell. A t  tim e s  
o n e  is  te m p te d  to  say  th a t  S o -a n d -so  is  in d isp e n sab le , 
y e t, w i th  u n fa i l in g  reg u la ri ty ,  th e  g a p  is  f illed  m o s t 
a d e q u a te ly  a n d  w o rk  p ro ce e d s .

O u r  p e rfo rm a n c e  o n  th e  fie ld  o f  s p o r t  h as  b e e n  p a tc h y . 
W e  d id  v e ry  b a d ly , in d e e d , in  th e  C o m p a n y  sw im m in g, 
f in ish in g  a  p o o r  last. T h is  d isa s te r  w as d u e  m o re  to  
fa u lty  se le c tio n  th a n  a n y th in g  else.

O u r  s to ck  ro se  w i th  a  ju m p  w h e n  P te . P a g e t, s in ce  left 
o n  re lease , w o n  th e  c ro s s -c o u n try  b y  th e  p ro v e rb ia l  m ile , 
a n d  th e  te a m  p u t  u p  a  m ag n if ic e n t sh o w  to  f in ish  seco n d  
in  th e  te a m  ev e n t. I t  w as a  f irs t-c la ss  e ffo rt b y  all 
co n cern ed .

W e  e n te re d  a  te a m  o f  v e te ra n s , ag g reg a te  21 0  y ea rs , 
fo r  th e  in te r -c o m p a n y  se v en -a -s id e  ru g g e r  c o m p e titio n  
a n d , th o u g h  d e fe a te d  b y  “ A ”  C o m p a n y , th e  u ltim a te  
w in n e rs ,  w e  th ra s h e d  “  S  ”  C o m p a n y  a n d  c o n fo u n d e d  
th e  c ritic s  b y  b e a tin g  “  H .Q .”  C o m p a n y , a te a m  o f  
B a tta lio n  ta le n t,  b y  3— o. O u r  te a m  p lay e d  w i th  g rea t 
fire  a n d  d a sh  a n d  m a d e  u p  fo r  lac k  o f  k n o w led g e  o f  th e  
g a m e  b y  th e i r  b o u n d les s  e n th u s ia sm .

W e  o ffe r  o u r  d e e p e s t  s y m p a th y  to  M r .  a n d  M rs . 
C o x  o v e r  th e  tra g ic  loss o f  th e i r  so n , P te . C o x  (5 2 ), d u e  
to  a n  a c c id e n t. H e  w as b u r ie d  w i th  fu ll  m il ita ry  h o n o u rs  
a t  th e  M ilita ry  C e m e te ry  a t  H a p p y  V alley , H o n g  K o n g .

W e  a re  d e lig h te d  to  w e lco m e  b ack  C a p t. J .  N . 
S h ip s te r ,  D .S .O .,  w h o  h as  b e e n  a tte n d in g  a  co u rse  a t 
S in g a p o re  a n d  c a rry in g  o u t  a s ta f f  a tta c h m e n t.

W e  say  h a il a n d  fa rew e ll to  S g t. M c G o w a n , w h o  has 
o n ly  s p e n t  a  m o n th  w ith  u s  a n d  h as  n o w  ta k e n  o v e r  th e  
d u tie s  o f  B a tta lio n  In te llig e n c e  S e rg ea n t. H e  m a d e  h is 
n a m e  in  th e  C o m p a n y  b y  th e  w ay  in  w h ic h  h e  d ro v e  h is 
41 y e a rs  ro u n d  th e  ru g g e r  fie ld , leav in g  d e s tru c tio n  in  
h is  w ak e . S g t. S h a rp  has  ju s t  a r r iv e d  f ro m  “  S ”  
C o m p a n y  to  rep la c e  S g t. M c G o w a n , a n d  w e h o p e  h e  
w ill b e  h a p p y  w ith  us.

C p ls . S te w a rd  a n d  C ro w th e r  a re  o ff  v e ry  s h o rt ly  o n  a 
y e a r ’s to u r  to  th e  H o m e  C o u n tie s  B rig ad e  T ra in in g  
C e n tre  as in s tru c to rs .  W e  lo o k  fo rw a rd  to  h av in g  th e m  
b ack  ag a in  w i th  us.

T h e  g re a te s t loss o f  a ll w ill b e  C .S .M . E . P ik e , w ho  
d e p a rts  in  J a n u a ry  o n  P y th o n  leave . H e  h as  a lw ays 
b e e n  a to w e r  o f  s tr e n g th  a n d  h e  w ill b e  g rea tly  m issed . 
W e  w ish  Him th e  v e ry  b e s t  o f  lu ck . O u r  loss w ill b e  the  
g a in  o f  M rs . P ik e  a n d  E . P ik e , ju n io r.

“ C ”  C O M P A N Y
S in ce  o u r  las t n o te s  a p p e a re d  in  th e  jo u rn a l  m an y  

c h a n g es  h av e  o c c u rre d  in  th e  C o m p a n y . O u r  2  i/c , 
C a p t.  D .  B . R en d e ll, M .B .E .,  M .C .,  to o k  o v e r  co m m a n d

o f  “  A  ”  C o m p a n y , a n d  C .S .M . Je n n in g s  and Sgt. 
B u d d e n  h av e  b e e n  tra n s fe r r e d  to  “  H .Q .”  Company. 
W e  c o n g ra tu la te  C /S g t .  B u d d e n  o n  h is  rec e n t promotion 
a n d  C p l. S t im s o n  o n  b e c o m in g  a  p ro u d  fa th e r  o f twins. 
C p l.  P asco e  a n d  P te .  W a llis , o u r  fo o tb a ll stars, went 
h o m e  o n  re lease  o n  N o v e m b e r  2 6 , 1949, o n  H.M .T. 
D evonshire. L t .  G . S a n d e r  re jo in e d  th e  C om pany in 
O c to b e r.  C .S .M . B u rre l l  w as u n fo r tu n a te  in  injuring 
h is  an k le  w h ils t  p lay in g  fo r  th e  C o m p a n y  in  a seven-a- 
s id e  R u g b y  m a tc h ;  w e  w ish  h im  sp e ed y  recovery and 
h o p e  th a t  h e  w ill b e  w i th  u s  a g a in  in  th e  very near 
fu tu re . I n  N o v e m b e r  w e  rec e iv ed  o u r  f irs t reinforce­
m e n t  f ro m  th e  U .K . ,  a ll o f  w h o m  h ave  se ttle d  down in 
H o n g  K o n g . D u r in g  th e  m o n th s  o f  N o v em b er and 
D e c e m b e r  th e  C o m p a n y  w as b u s ily  occu p ied  with 
t r a in in g  a n d  v a rio u s  sch em es.

E v e n  th o u g h  w e c o u ld  n o t  sp e n d  C h ris tm a s  at home 
w ith  o u r  re la tiv es  a n d  f r ie n d s , w e m ad e  th e  best of it 
a n d  all h a d  a  v e ry  en jo y ab le  tim e .

A t th e  b e g in n in g  o f  th e  seaso n  th e  C om pany was 
fo r tu n a te  in  b e in g  ab le  to  p ro d u c e  o n e  o f  th e  b est soccer 
tea m s in  th e  B a tta lio n , w h ic h  m a in ta in e d  a n  unbeatable 
re c o rd  u n t i l  tw o  o f  th e  m a in s ta y s , C p l. Pascoe  and Pte. 
W a llis , le f t  fo r  h o m e  o n  N o v e m b e r  26 . T h e  team, in 
a d d it io n  to  th e s e  tw o , c o n s is ted  o f  L  C p l. H y land , Ptes. 
C h e e se m a n , C ro c k s  a n d  H il ls ,  C p l. S tim so n , C.S.M. 
J e n n in g s , P te s . S u m m e rs , W a tso n , B o n n e r, Longhurst 
a n d  B uck le .

N o . 7  P la to o n , w h ic h  c o n ta in e d  six  o f  th e  Company 
p lay e rs , s e c u re d  b o th  th e  C o m p a n y  a n d  B atta lion  inter- 
P la to o n  so c c ie r  sh ie ld s  in  a  se ries o f  m atches whose 
sco res  le f t  v e ry  l it t le  d o u b t  as to  th e  final result. 
T e a m :— P te s . D ra n e ,  C h e e se m an , H ills , Reeves. 
W a ts o n , W allis , H o llo w ay  a n d  C ro o k s , C p l. M cHenry, 
C .S .M . J e n n in g s  a n d  C .Q .M .S .  G riff ith s .

T h e  C o m p a n y  tea m  is  a u g m e n te d  b y  several players 
f ro m  th e  n e w  d ra f t  w h o  a lre a d y  show  prom ise, and 
th in g s  a u g u r  w e ll fo r  th e  fu tu re . C .S .M . Jennings s 
d e p a r tu re  to  “  H .Q .”  C o m p a n y  w as a  g rea t loss to  the 
so c ce r tea m .

R u g b y  h as  b e e n  d ifficu lt, e v e n  o n  a B attalion  scale, 
o w in g  to  lack  o f  g ro u n d s , a n d  C o m p a n y  R u g b y  has been 
lim ite d  to  a  s e v en -a -s id e  c o m p e tit io n  o n  a hom e-m a e 
p i tc h  n e a r  th e  c a m p ; th is  w as p lay e d  off o n  the  after­
n o o n  o f  W e d n esd a y , D e c e m b e r  2 1 , a n d  p ro v id ed  sterling 
e n te r ta in m e n t  fo r  all p a rt ic ip a n ts  a n d  sp ec ta to rs , 6 
p re p a ra tio n s  fo r  th is  c o m p e titio n  gave m u ch  publicity to 
a g am e w h ic h  h a s  la te ly  b e e n  in  ec lipse . T h e  Company 
te a m , c o n s is tin g  o f  tw o  e x p e rie n ce d  p lay ers  and fave 
le a rn e rs , w as lu ck y  to  g a in  th i r d  p lace , w in n in g  by ont 
tryr a g a in s t “  S  ”  C o m p a n y  a n d  lo sin g  11— o to  - 
C o m p a n y , th e  w in n e rs . T e a m :— 2 L t. J . C . Buckn • 
S g t. B a rth o lo m ew , P te . H a r r is o n , C p l. C onroy , -  
W a tso n  a n d  F le m in g ;  rese rv e , P te . E l com  be. A gtea 
lo ss w as su s ta in e d  w h e n  C .S .M . B u rre ll , a play61 ^  
g re a t  fire  a n d  ex p e rie n ce , b ro k e  h is  ank le  in  a praend­
g am e a g a in s t “  H .Q .”  C o m p a n y . .

U p  to  n o w  th e re  h as  b e e n  n o  in te r-C o m p a n y  do • 
b u t  th re e  m em b e rs  o f  th e  C o m p a n y  have ac 6 
su ccess  in  th e  B rig ad e  b o x in g  co m p etitio n . ^  
W o o d m a n  w o n  tw o  f ig h ts  a n d  th u s  fo u g h t his 
th e  D iv is io n a l C h a m p io n sh ip s  as a  b a n ta m w e ig h t  ^ 
G a tla n d , a b o x e r o f  p ro m ise  f ro m  th e  new  draft,
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his f irs t m id d le w e ig h t f ig h t b y  a k .o ., a n d  h is seco n d  
opponen t w as sav ed  b y  th e  g o n g ; h e  w as, h o w ev er, 
beaten o n  p o in ts  in  h is  la s t fight. L /C p l.  R u t ty  was 
beaten in  a  c lose f ig h t o n  h is  f irst a p p earan ce  in  th e  
ring-

W e w e re  u n lu ck y  in  th e  c ro ss -c o u n try  in  th a t  tw o  o f  
our b e s t  ru n n e r s ,  P te s . W e b b  a n d  W o o d m a n , w ere  re ­
covering f ro m  illn e ss ;  w e  d id , h o w ev er, ach ieve f ifth  
place. T e a m :— 2 /L t .  J .  C . B u ck n all, C .S .M . Jen n in g s , 
Cpls. C o n ro y , P e n to n y , M c H e n ry , P te s . W e b b , W o o d ­
man a n d  C h eesem an . C p l. C o n ro y  a n d  2 /L t .  J . C . 
Bucknall w ere  f ir s t  o f  th e  C o m p an y  tea m , b e in g  18th  
and 1 9 th  resp ec tiv e ly .

W e w o n  sev era l g am es o f  b ask e t b a ll  b y  a  large  m arg in , 
C .S.M . Je n n in g s , C p l. S m all a n d  L  C p l. W ells  b e in g  
p rom inen t, b u t  p lay  has  b een  h e ld  u p  recen tly  o w in g  to  
the d e s tru c tio n  o f  th e  p o s ts  b y  b a d  w ea th er.

T h e  C o m p a n y  te a m , h o w ev er, is w ell ab le  to  tak e  on  
all co m ers . W e  g a in e d  th ird  p lace  in  th e  swim m in g 
com petition , a n d  th e  ach iev em en ts  o f  th e  C o m p an y  
C om m ander, M a jo r  A . E . D .  M ich e ll, C p l. Sm allan d  
and P te . C ro o k s d id  m u c h  to  p u t  u s  in  th is  fav o u rab le  
position. T e a m :— M a jo r  A . E . D . M ich e ll, S g t. 
Bartholom ew , C p ls . S m all a n d  C o n ro y , L  C p ls . W ells 
and H e a v a n s , P te s . K irk b rid e , B rad y , S ch afer, G e n t ,  
Phillip s  L e v o ir  a n d  C rooks.

“ D ”  C O M P A N Y
O u r las t e d itio n  o f  th ese  n o tes  le f t  u s  s e ttlin g  d o w n  in  

our s tab le s  a t  B eas C a m p , w h ere  w e  h ave  su cceed ed  in  
m aking o u rse lv es  v e ry  c o m fo rtab le  in  c o m p ariso n  to  o u r  
less fo r tu n a te  n e ig h b o u rs , w h o  a re  still u n d e r  canvas. 
The a d v e n t o f  th e  co o ler w e a th e r  a lso  h e lp e d  to  m ake 
life m o re  p leasan t.

O u r  tim e  s in ce  a rr iv a l in  B eas C a m p  has b e e n  sp en t 
on in ten s iv e  t r a in in g  f ro m  w h ic h  w e h ave  d e riv e d  g rea t 
benefit, a n d  w e h av e  m u c h  en jo y ed  c o -o p e ra tin g  w ith  o u r  
friends th e  “  G u n n e r s  ”  a n d  “  T a n k s .”

W e c o n g ra tu la te  o u r  c ro ss -c o u n try  tea m , co n sis tin g  
of C p ls. S h a rp , W e lle r  a n d  S lo co m b e, P te s . B aring , 
Rogers, W illis , G a d d , H a y e s , V o d d e n  a n d  S h e th e lt , o n  
w inning th e  B a tta lio n  c ro ss -c o u n try  ru n  in  N o v e m b e r, 
with specia l re fe ren c e  to  C p l. S h a rp  w h o  cam e second .

A t so cce r w e  re m a in  u n b e a te n  in  f r ie n d ly  gam es an d  
are lo ok ing  fo rw a rd  to  th e  in te r -C o m p a n y  c o m p e titio n  
in F eb ru a ry .

In  D e c e m b e r  o u r  sev en -a -sid e  ru g g er  tea m  w ere 
ru n n ers-u p  to  “ A ”  C o m p a n y  a fte r  a  v e ry  d o s e  a n d  
bard gam e.

W e h av e  also  tak e n  d a rts  a n d  tab le  ten n is  in  o u r  
stride a n d  w o n  th e  in te r -C o m p a n y  d a r t  co m p e titio n .

In  N o v e m b e r  w e sa id  g o o d -b y e  to  a ll th o se  in  re -  
' lease g ro u p s  129-132. T h e y  w ere  g iv en  a g o o d  sen d  
| off by  th e  R e g im e n ta l B an d , a n d  w e w ish  th e m  every  

success in  th e i r  c iv ilian  jo b s. •
W e w ere  v e ry  p leased  to  receive a d ra f t  o f  22 fro m  

I England th e  sam e m o n th , a n d  e x te n d  a h e a rty  w elcom e 
I to them . _

W ith  m u c h  re g re t  w e sa id  g o o d -b y e  to  o u r  C o m p an y  
j Com m ander, M a jo r  E . C.fc K . K e n d a ll-S a d le r , T .D . ,  
S on h is c o m p ass io n a te  p o s tin g  h o m e  in  N o v e m b e r, an d  

wish h im  ev e ry  success in  th e  fu tu re . H e  h a n d e d  over
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to  C a p t. P . F .  S m y th , w h o  jo in e d  th e  C o m p a n y  as 
2  i /c  in  O c to b e r.

W e  a lso  w elco m e 2 /L t .  G . A . W h ite , R .A .O .C .,  w h o  
h a s  a lread y  p ro v e d  a n  a sse t to  o u r  fo o tb a ll a n d  bask et 
b a ll  tea m s , a n d  to  2 L t .  P . H .  D e n n in g , w h o  h a s  jo ined  
u s  fo r  a  co m p a ra tiv e ly  s h o r t  s ta y  b e fo re  g o in g  o n  
re lease .

W e  c o n g ra tu la te  L  C p ls . L lo y d , W ells  a n d  C la v d o n  o n  
th e i r  p ro m o tio n  to  t h a t  ran k .

O w in g  to  th e  c o m p ara tiv e ly  h ig h  cost o f  e n te r ta in ­
m e n t a n d  th e  d istan ces  in v o lv e d , w e v isit th e  b r ig h t  lig h ts  
b u t  o ccasio n a lly , a lth o u g h  sev era l o f  o u r  m em b e rs  have 
en jo y ed  d an ces  o rg an ise d  b y  c iv ilian  serv ices, a lso  v isits  
to  th e  a n c ie n t c ity  o f  M a ca o  h av e  p ro v e d  p o p u la r .

W e a re  a t  p re s e n t  s e ttlin g  d o w n  a fte r  an  ex cellen t 
C h r is tm a s  b re a k  o f  fo u r  d ay s , w h e n  ev e ry b o d y  en jo y ed  
th em se lv e s  in  th e  tra d itio n a l  fash io n .

“  S  ”  C O M P A N Y
T h e  las t th re e  m o n th s  h av e  b e e n  v e ry  h ec tic , cu l­

m in a tin g  in  th e  C h ris tm a s  fes tiv ities . W e  a re  n o w  o n  a 
n e w  e s ta b lish m en t, th e  n e t  re su lt  o f  w h ic h  is th a t  w e 
h ave  lo s t th re e  a n ti- ta n k  g u n s  a n d  th e  C a rrie r  P la to o n  
has b e e n  m u c h  re d u c e d  in  n u m b e rs . R elease is  tak ing  
a  h eav y  to ll o f  specia lists  a n d  i t  is a d ifficu lt task  fin d ing  
rep la c em e n ts  fo r  o u r  losses. T h e  C o m p a n y  easily  
w o n  th e  in te r -C o m p a n y  swim m in g  co m p e titio n  a n d  
th u s  g a in ed  v a lu ab le  p o in ts  in  th e  co m p e titio n  fo r  th e  
A lb u h e ra  S h ie ld . P e rh ap s  th e  m o s t in te re s tin g  fea tu re  
o f  tra in in g  w as th e  f iv e -d ay  s tay  a t  L a m m a  Islan d . 
D e s p ite  ty p h o o n  w e a th e r  fo r  th e  f irs t tw o  days everyone 
en jo y e d  th em se lv es , a n d  so m e  u se fu l t r a in in g  was 
ach iev ed  w ith  n o  in te rfe ren c e  ex c ep t f ro m  th e  w eath er. 
T h e r e  w e re  sev era l re q u e s ts  fo r  a n  e x ten sio n  b u t  u n ­
fo rtu n a te ly  rb is  w as n o t  possib le .

T h e  C o m p a n y  has su s ta in ed  a  g rea t loss in  C .S .M . 
W h ite . H e  has re tu rn e d  to  h is  p a re n t  R e g im e n t, the  
B uffs. W e w ere  all ex tre m e ly  so rry  to  lose  h im  a n d  
w ish  h im  lu ck  in  th e  fu tu re . P te . Y o u n g  is s till o n  a 
c le rk ’s co u rse  a t  S in g ap o re , b u t  r e tu rn s  sh o rtly . P tes. 
Jo rg e n se n , N e lso n  a n d  F ra n k lin  p ro ce e d  o n  release  in  
th e  n e a r  fu tu re  a n d  w e w ish  th e m  th e  b e s t o f  lu ck  in  
c iv ilian  life.

M ortar Platoon
S ince th e  las t issu e  th e re  h ave  b e e n  one  o r  tw o  

chan g es  w ith in  th e  P la to o n . P r im a rily , w e reg re t v e ry  
m u c h  to  h ave  lo st C a p t. P . G .  V . B ellers, w h o  has left 
u s  to  a ssu m e  th e  d u tie s  o f  2 i c  “  A  ”  C o m p an y . W e 
w ish  h im  every  success in  th is  n ew  capac ity . S econd ly , 
w e w elcom e C a p t. P . J .  L iv e m o re , M .C .,  to  tak e  com ­
m a n d  o f  th e  P la to o n . W e  a re  co n fid en t th a t  h is  stay  
w ith  u s  w ill be  as h a p p y  as t h a t  o f  h is  p red ecesso r. W e 
h ave  also th e  a d d itio n  o f  S g t. S h a rp e , w h o  has  co m e to  
u s  f ro m  th e  C a rrie r  P la toon .

T h e re  w as a v e ry  en jo y ab le  a n d  in te re s tin g  b rea k  fro m  
th e  n o rm a l ro u tin e  w h en  w e w e n t w ith  th e  re m ain d e r  o f 
th e  C o m p an y  to  L a m m a , a v e ry  sp a rse ly - in h ab ited  
is la n d  a n  h o u r 's  jo u rn ey  b y  lan d in g  c ra ft f ro m  th e  
K o w lo o n  F e rry . W e  a rriv ed  a t a p p ro x im ate ly  10 o 'c lock  
in  th e  m o rn in g , slig h tly  in  ad v an ce  o f  a  ty p h o o n , th e  
fu ll  fo rce o f  w h ich  w e w ere  d u e  to  rece ive  th e  sam e
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ev en in g . H o w e v e r, w e m a n a g e d  to  a c co m p lish  th e  
lan d in g  w ith o u t m ish a p , co m p le te  w ith  a ll o u r  s to res  
a n d  e q u ip m e n t,  a p a r t  f ro m  L /C p l .  F a in t  w h o  rece iv ed  
a d u c k in g  w h e n  th e  la n d in g  c ra ft d e c id e d  to  d r if t  s lig h tly  
seaw ard s  as  h e  s te p p e d  f ro m  th e  ra m p . T h e  w eek 
p a sse d  q u ite  su ccessfu lly  w ith  o n e  o r  tw o  m in o r  sch em es 
by  day  a n d  n ig h t, f in ish in g  u p  th e  la s t  a fte rn o o n  b y  
tak in g  p a r t  in  so m e  p o t te d  sp o rts . W e  w e re  jo in e d  in  
th ese  b y  m e m b e rs  o f  th e  R o y a l A rtille ry  a n d  th e  crew  
o f  a  N a v a l P a tro l  L a u n c h . S p ec ia l m e n tio n  m u s t  b e  
m ad e  o f  C p l. B riggs a n d  P te s . C a m p b e ll (A .C .C .) , 
S w in d ells  a n d  Jo h n s o n , w h o  to o k  ca re  o f  th e  cook ing  
a rra n g e m e n ts . T h e y  tu rn e d  o u t  so m e  rea lly  m ag n ific e n t 
fo o d  fo r u s  u n d e r  so m e  v e ry  t ry in g  co n d itio n s , esp ec ia lly  
th e  f irs t tw o  d ay s , w h e n  it  ra in e d  c o n tin u o u s ly . F ry in g  
eggs a n d  c h ip s  w ith  th e  ra in  p o u r in g  d o w n  th e i r  n ecks 
w as o n e  o f  th e i r  m in o r  t r iu m p h s .

E a r ly  in  D e c e m b e r  w e  to o k  p a r t  in  th e  f irs t  b a ttle  
in o cu la tio n  sc h em e , o f  w h ic h  th e re  a re  m a n y  m o re  to  
c o m e , th e  “  g u in ea  p ig s  ”  in  th is  case  b e in g  “  D  ”  
C o m p a n y , th e  id ea  b e in g  to  cause  o u r  m o rta r  b o m b s  
to  fa ll  as  c losely  as p o ssib le  to  o u r  o w n  tro o p s  w h ils t 
th e y  w e re  a d v an cin g . T h is  w as e a rn e d  o u t  w ith  ex ­
ce llen t resu lts .

W e say  a u  rev o ir  to  C p l. S e y m o u r  a n d  P te . M u rp h y ,  
w h o  h av e  le ft u s  to  r e tu r n  to  c iv ilian  life. T h e y  w ill 
soon  b e  c losely  fo llo w ed  b y  L  C p ls . M a rs t in  a n d  B u rt ,  
P tes. R a n e e , R a n d le so m e , F o s te r  a n d  M e ars . W e w ish  
th e m  g o o d  lu ck  a n d  p ro sp e r ity  in  c iv ilian  life a n d  h o p e  
to  m ee t th e m  ag a in  a t  o u r  re u n io n s  in  tim e  to  com e.

Anti-Tank Detachment
D u r in g  th e  las t q u a r te r  th e  P la to o n  h as  d im in ish e d  

f ro m  o v e r 20  to  a d e ta c h m e n t o f  five. T h e  n e w  e s ta b ­
l ish m e n t w as in tro d u c e d  w h e n  th e  P la to o n  h a d  rea c h e d  
its h ig h es t s ta n d a rd , a n d  w e w e re  a ll so rry  to  see  th re e  
o f  o u r  g u n s  leave us.

L t .  J . S. C . F lav e ll h a s  le f t  u s  fo r  “  D  ”  C o m p a n y , 
a n d  w e h av e  a lso  lo s t S g ts . P re s to n  a n d  H u m m e rs to n e . 
S ix  m em b e rs  o f  th e  P la to o n  h av e  a lread y  sa iled  fo r  h o m e 
a n d  d em o b ilisa tio n  ; th e y  a re  P te s . A rn o t t,  B a rn es, 
B u llo ck , F ry ,  H ills  a n d  H o rw o o d . M o s t  o f  th e  re­
m a in d e r  o f  th e  o r ig in a l g u n  m e m b e rs  a re  a w a itin g  re ­
lease , a n d  th e  d e ta c h m e n t is m ad e  u p  e n tire ly  o f  
R e g u la rs ;  tw o  o f  th e m , L  C p l. B u n ce  a n d  P te .  P age, 
jo in ed  u s  ju s t  b e fo re  w e le ft M il l  H ill. T h e  d e ta c h m e n t 
w ish  a ll e x -m e m b e rs  o f  th e  P la to o n  th e  b e s t o f  luck  
w h e re v e r  th e y  m ay  b e , in  th e  A rm y  o r  C iv v y  S tre e t.

C arrie r Platoon
T h e  C a r r ie r  P la to o n  is s till o rg an ise d  w ith  tw o  V ickers 

Sec tio n s  a n d  o n e  “  W a sp  ”  S ec tio n . D u r in g  th e  last 
q u a r te r  th e  P la to o n  h as  b e e n  c o m m a n d e d  b y  Sgt. 
C o o p e r. W e  h av e  tak e n  p a r t  in  a ll B a tta lio n  exercises 
an d  g iv en  severa l d e m o n s tra tio n s . W e  ass is te d  th e  
C a rrie r  P la to o n  o f  th e  R o y a l L e ic e s te r  R e g im e n t in  
g iv ing  a  “  W a sp  ”  d e m o n s tra t io n  fo r  all th e  tro o p s  in  th e  
C o lo n y . S g t. P a lm e r  a n d  C p l. B a k e r su c ce e d e d  in  
p ro d u c in g  flam e a t  su c h  a g rea t p re s su re  a n d  ran g e  th a t  
ev en  th e  “  W a sp  ”  e n th u s ia s ts  o f  o u r  D iv is io n  w e re  su r ­
p r ise d . W e  h av e  b e e n  tra in in g  th e  C a r r ie r  P la to o n  o f  th e  
H o n g  K o n g  D e fe n c e  F o rc e  in  a d d it io n  to  o u r  n o rm a l

d u tie s . T h e s e  k e e n  a n d  e n th u s ia s tic  vo lu n teers  have 
sp e n t  a w eek  c a m p in g  w i th  u s . T h u s  w e a re  helping to 
r e -e s ta b lis h  th e  c lo se  lia iso n  s ta r te d  b y  o u r  predecessors 
b e fo re  th e  w ar.

S g t. C o rn e r  has le f t  u s  to  tak e  u p  th e  duties of 
O fficers’ M e ss  S e rg ea n t. C p l. F o s te r  h as  been  posted 
b a c k  to  th e  H o m e  C o u n tie s  T ra in in g  C e n tre  as an in­
s tru c to r ,  a n d  m an y  m o re  a re  d u e  to  leave o n  release 
sh o rtly . T o  all th e s e  w e  w ish  g o o d  lu ck  a n d  success 
in  th e i r  n e w  tasks. W e  h o p e  th a t  th e y  w ill keep in 
to u c h  w ith  u s  a n d  th a t  a t  f u tu re  reu n io n s  we shall 
m ee t again .

Assault Pioneer PI-toon
S in ce  o u r  la s t issu e  th e  P la to o n  h as  h a d  a very busy 

t im e  Tra in in g  o n  fie ld  w o rk s  a n d  u s in g  explosives, not to 
m e n tio n  n u m e ro u s  ex erc ises . T h is  g av e  v e ry  valuable 
p ra c tic e  to  th o se  w h o  h a d  h a d  n o  p rev io u s  experience 
in  th is  ty p e  o f  w o rk . T h e s e  p a rtie s , loaded  with 
su ffic ien t exp losives to  d e lig h t ’th e  k e e n es t anarchist, 
sa lly  f o r th  e v e ry  m o rn in g  a n d  r e tu r n  a t d u sk  to  argue 
th e  m e ri ts  o f  g u n  c o tto n  a n d  e le c trica l fu ses  w ith  the 
casu a l a ir  o f  e x p e rts .

W e  w e lco m e  P te . C o o k  to  th e  P la to o n  an d  hope he 
en jo v s  th e  c h an g e  o f  e m p lo y m en t f ro m  th e  Company 
S to res .

C iv ilian  life h as  finally  c la im e d  P te . C olebrook, who 
sa iled  fo r  h o m e  o n  th e  Devonshire. H e  is soon to be 
fo llo w ed  b y  P te s . S m ith  a n d  W ells , w h o  sail in  January. 
W e  sh a ll a lso  m iss  th e  a d m in is tra t io n  o f  S g t. Bignell, 
w h o  is  p ro ce e d in g  h o m e  o n  P y th o n  in  Jan u ary .

S E R G E A N T S ’ M E S S  N O T E S
I t  is  a V e n e tia n  m o o n , ro m a n c e  is in  th e  air and 

o u r  th o u g h ts  sp e ed  o u t  to  th o se  w h o  w o u ld  complete 
th e  p ic tu re  fo r  us.

T h e  C h r is tm a s  fes tiv itie s  a re  in  fu ll  sw ing . A  feeling 
o f  g o o d  c h e e r  a n d  r ic h  fe llo w sh ip  p e rv ad es  th e  Mess, 
w h o se  d e c o ra tio n s  m ig h t  b e  th e  en v y  o f  sim ila r Messes 
u n d e r  m o re  co n g en ia l co n d itio n s , a n d  fo r  th is  w e tender 
a  sp ecia l w o rd  o f  th a n k s  to  th e  a rtis tic  fra tern ity  
E n te r ta in m e n ts  h av e  gone w ith  a  fu ll  sw ing , ably le ‘ - 
C .S .M . Je n n in g s . M e m b e rs  w ill lo n g  remember 
d a n c in g  th e  C o n g a  to  th e  s tra in s  o f  a  c o m e t play e } 
B a n d  S g t. S tre e t. T o m b o la  is a  p o p u la r  F riday  mgW 
fare . D a r ts  a re  ru m o u re d  to  b e  co m in g  to  th e  fore an 
w e a n tic ip a te  a d m iss io n  to  a  leag u e  in  th e  near future. 
M a h  J o n g  iv o ries  h ave  p ro v id e d  m an y  h o u rs  o f enjoy­
m e n t to  som e m em b e rs  a n d  R .Q .M .S .  G . Bla > 
O .R .Q .M .S . A . W a ld ro n , S g ts . B ignell a n d  R edpath  are 
fas t b ec o m in g  a c co m p lish e d  psych o lo g is ts .

C razy  G a n g , o u r  p o p u la r  c o n c e r t p a rty  under 
ab le  lea d e rsh ip  o f  D  M  C . H o ld fo rd , have denied  some 
m em b e rs  o f  th e ir  t ra n q u illity . T h e i r  sufferings, we 
a ssu red , w ill be  u n to ld  joy  to  th e  re s t o f  th e  Battau 
th is  fes tiv e  season . _ irree

A  specia l w o rd  o f  p ra ise  to  th e  M essin g  C o m m i ;  
w ith  C .S .M . E . P ik e  a t  th e  h e lm , fo r  d o ing  a very' ^  
jo b  u n d e r  d ifficu lt c irc u m s ta n ce s ; a  p ee r into ^  
a n c es try  reveals n o  lig h t in  a c co u n tin g  fo r  h is w e  ̂ ^
in  se rv in g  so m an y  d ish es  f ro m  th e  lab o u rs  o f  tno  
p lo u g h  th e  seas.

W e c o n g ra tu la te  C .S .M . A. B u rrell, C .Q .M .S . R . 
B udden a n d  S g t. W rig h t  o n  th e ir  re c e n t p ro m o tio n s . 
We w elco m e th e  r e tu rn  o f  S g t. M c G o w an  f ro m  a 
“ c u s h y ”  jo b  a t  H .Q . L a n d  F o rces . C o n g ra tu la tio n s  
to D /M  H o ld fo rd , S g ts . S p en ce ley  a n d  P re sto n  o n  th e ir  
recent fam ily  in creases .

C .S .M . T .  M c M illa n , w h o  in  th e  p a s t c o u ld  n o t  fin d  
his p lace  in  a  P la to o n  X I  a t fo o tb a ll, has s p ru n g  to  th e  
fore a n d  is ab ly  lead in g  th e  B a tta lio n  1st X I .  C  Sgt.
L. S h ru b b , M .M .,  p lay ed  fo r  th e  A rm y  2 n d  X I  a t 
soccer. C .S .M . H . Jen n in g s  p lay e d  ru g g e r  fo r  th e  
Army X V . C .S .M . R . T a r ra n t  a n d  O .R .Q .M .S . A. 
W aldron h av e  p lay e d  in  th e  A rm y  hockey  tria ls . W e 
have a  v e ry  g o o d  w a te r  po lo  tea m  w h ic h  re p re se n te d  th e  
\rm v  a g a in s t th e  N a v y ; th re e  o f  o u r  m em b e rs  in  th a t  
team' w ere  C .S .M . R . T a r ra n t ,  C /S g t .  U re  a n d  D  M  
H oldford , th e  la s t-n a m e d  also  d iv ed  fo r  th e  A rm y. T h e  
success o f  th e  B a tta lio n  sp o rts  is d u e  m a in ly  to  th e  v e ry  
able tra in in g  o f  o u r  q u ie te s t M e ss  m em b e r— C .S .M .I .  
T im pany.

W e w is h  G o d -s p e e d  to  R .S .M . P . J . M c L o u g h lin ;  he  
has d o n e  a g o o d  jo b  o f  w o rk  u n d e r  try in g  co n d itio n s.

C razy  G a n g  ce rta in ly  su rp a sse d  o u r  w ild es t h o p e s ; 
their e n d eav o u rs  w ere  fu lly  a p p re c ia te d  b y  all m em b ers  
on C h ris tm a s  n ig h t.  B ox ing  D a y  saw  th e  M ess  w o rth ily  

I rep resen ted  a t  so ccer a g a in st th e  officers, a n d  a good 
time w as h a d  b y  a ll in  rea l h o n e s t to  g o odness fu n .

W e e x c h an g e d  th e  s easo n ’s g ree tin g s  in  b o th  M esses  in  
the u su a l w ay .

I t  w as w ith  a fee lin g  o f  re g re t  th a t  w e  sa id  goo d -b y e  
to C .S .M . H .  W h ite , C .S .M . E . F u lla r  a n d  C, S g t. W . B.

I Ure. W e  k n o w  o u r  loss is a  g a in  to  th e ir  n ew  fo rm a tio n s  
and w e w ish  th e m  g o o d  lu c k  in  th e i r  n ew  a p p o in tm en ts .

■ S S<h H o lm es  a n d  S g t. R ilev  a re  n o w  ex p e rien c in g  th e  
; rigours o f  a n  E n g lish  w in te r .  W e  offer o u r  goo d  w ishes 

to th em  in  o u r  resp ec tiv e  sp h e res .
C .S .M . E . P ik e , S g ts. B igne ll, A v ery , S p en ce ley  a n d  

Kenrick h av e  rec e n tly , w h e n  o n  exercises, g o n e  th ro u g h  
shrub a n d  lo n g  grass w ith  a  n e w  zeal a n d  zest. I t  was 
discovered th a t  th e y  w e re  n o t  a fra id  o f  snakes because  
of th e ir  P y th o n  p ro te c tio n .

\T e  se n d  h e a rtv  g ree tin g s  fo r  a h a p p y  a n d  p ro sp e ro u s  
New Y ear to  all o ld  m em b e rs . A  lin e  f ro m  th e m  w o u ld  
be w elcom e. W e  tak e  o ff  o u r  h a ts  in  ad o ra tio n  fo r  all 
that is p a s t, a n d  tak e  o ff  o u r  coats in  an tic ip a tio n  fo r 
the fu tu re .

C O R P O R A L S ’ C L U B
T w o  social ev en in g s h av e  b e e n  h e ld  in  th e  last 

quarter a n d  th e  u n ite d  voices o f  th e  C lu b  m em b ers  
ringing o u t  o v e r th e  co u n try s id e  p ro v ed  th e ir  success. 
A cab are t w as o rg an ised  b y  C p l. B u tte rs  a n d  h is  E n te r ­
tainm ents C o m m itte e  a n d  p ro v ed  a  h u g e  success.

W e c o n g ra tu la te  C p l. W rig h t  o n  h is  p ro m o tio n  to  th e  
higher rea lm s o f  th e  S e rg ea n ts ’ M ess  a n d  w ish  h im  good 
hick in  h is  em p lo y m en t as M .T . S ergean t.

I t  is w ith  m u c h  re g re t  th a t  w e have h a d  to  say  goo d ­
bye to  th e  B a tta lio n  2 i c , M a jo r  G . L e rw ill, M .C .,  an d  
the O fficer i c P .R .I . ,  M a jo r H . M a rsh . O u r  best 
wishes a c co m p an y  th e m  w h e re v e r th e ir  fu tu re  serv ice  
may tak e  th em .

T o  o u r  la te  P re s id e n t,  R .S .M . P .  J . M c L o u g h lin , w ho  
has le ft u s  to  r e tu r n  to  c iv ilian  life , w e  say  goo d  lu ck  a n d
h a p p y  lan d in g s . , .

D e m o b ilisa tio n  seem s to  b e  d e p le tin g  o u r  m em b e rsh ip  
ra th e r  a la rm in g ly , a n d  to  all w h o  h av e  le f t  u s  w e  ex ten d  
o u r  b e s t  w ish es  fo r  th e i r  h a p p in e ss  in  th e ir  fu tu re  life.

T o  all o u r  n e w  m em b e rs  w e e x te n d  a  h e a rty  w elcom e 
a n d  th e  h o p e  th a t  th e i r  s ta y  w ith  u s  Will b e  a  lo n g  an d  
en jo y ab le  o n e .

R U G B Y  F O O T B A L L
T h e  1949 R u g b y  season  has b e e n  g rea tly  h a m p e re d  

b y  th e  d ifficu lty  e n c o u n te re d  in  o b ta in in g  grounds^ 
T h e  f lu c tu a tio n  o f  tea m s o w in g  to  N a tio n a l  Serv ice  an d  
th e  v e ry  p o o r  q u a lity  o f  referees has  n o t  ea sed  the  
s itu a tio n .

W e  h a d  p lay e d  o n e  1 s t X V  a n d  tw o  “  A  "  X V  gam es 
u p  to  D e c e m b e r  31. T b e t e t  m a tc h  ° CCT“ r e d  ° a  
N o v e m b e r  5, w h e n  th e  “  A  ”  X V  lo st ga llan tly  to  th e  
H o n g  K o n g  F o o tb a ll  C lu b  2 n d  X V  b y  a  goal to  one 
t ry  a n d  a  goal. C a p t. L iv e m o re  sc o re d  th e  o n ly  try , 
w h ic h  2 L t .  E . B . T h o m a s  c o n v e rte d . O u r  n e x t  fix tu re  
w as a g a in st th e  3 rd  R .T .R .,  o n  N o v e m b e r  17, w h e n  th e  
“  a  ”  X V  w e n t d o w n  in  a  h a rd - fo u g h t gam e, lo sin g  y 
a  d ro p  goal a n d  a  p e n a lty , b o th  k ick ed  b y 2 . L t .  E  B. 
T h o m a s , to  tw o  trie s  a n d  a  p e n a lty . T h e  1st A  
a p p e a re d  fo r  its  o p en in g  g am e o n  N o v e m b e r  27 , w h en  
th e  3 rd  R .T .R . w ere ag a in  ch a llen g ed  a n d  b ea ten  by  
th re e  trie s  a n d  a  goal to  tw o  t r ie s ;  th e  tea m  lacked 
co h esio n  th ro u g h  lack  o f  p rac tic e  to g e th e r  a n d  lack  o t 
tra in in g , b o th  o f  w h ich  w e h o p e  to  rem e d y  by  o u r  n ex t 
f ix tu re  a g a in s t th e  2 3 rd  F ie ld  R e g im e n t R .A ., o n  J a n m n y  
4  C a p t  P . J . L iv e m o re , M .C .,  sco red  tw ice  a n d  P te . 
W e n d e n  once . C .S .M . Je n n in g s  c o n v e rted  o n « .  
T e a m  — P te . F o r re s t ,  P te .  P assm o re , 2 L t .  E . K. d e  » .  
V are , 2 L t .  E . B. T h o m a s , L  C p l. K n ig h t ,  S g t W ate r-  
fie ld , P te . W e n d en , 2 L t .  H . J . E v an s, 2 L t .  J . C .  B uck- 
n a ll, S g t. B a rth o lo m ew , C .S .M . Je n n in g s , L  C p l. lo o k ,  
C p l. D ick en s, L t .  B. K . C lay d en , C a p t. P . J . L iv em o re , 

M .C .
O n e  o f  th e  m o s t  e n te r ta in in g  a fte rn o o n s  w as en jo y ed  

o n  a sm all h o m e-m ad e  p i tc h  n e a r  th e  cam p  o n  w hich , 
o n  N o v e m b e r  21 , a n  in te r -C o m p a n y  sev en -a -sld e  com ­
p e titio n  w as h e ld  to  c o u n t to w a rd s  th e  A lb u h e ra  S hield . 
T h e  c o m p e titio n  w as h o tly  c o n tes ted  a t  every  stage an d  
n o  m a tc h  w as w o n  w ith o u t  a h a rd  f ig h t. T h e  s ta n d a rd  
o f  p lav  w as su rp ris in g ly  h ig h . T h e  f in ^  o rd e r  was 
“  A  ”  C o m p an y , “  D  ”  C o m p a n y , “  C  C o m p an y , 
“  B  ”  C o m p an y , “  H .Q .”  C o m p a n y  a n d  “  S  ”  C o m p an y . 
A ll C o m p an ies , a n d  p a rticu la rly  “  B  ”  C o m p a n y , w h o  
p lay e d  th re e  o u ts ta n d in g  g am es, a re  to  b e  co n g ra tu la te d  
o n  a  first-c lass show .

T h e  R e g im e n t h as  b e e n  lu ck y  en o u g h  to  secu re  tw o  
p lav in g  a n d  one  reserv e  p lace  in  th e  A rm y  R u g b y s id e  m  
th e  C o lony . T h e se  a re  2 L ts .  H . J . E v a n s  a n d  J . C . 
B u ck n a ll a n d  C .S .M . Je n n in g s . A t o n e  p o in t  in  th e  
fo u r  t r ia l  gam es h e ld  to  p ick  th e  A rm y  s id e  th e  R e g im e n t 
p ro v id e d  six  fo rw a rd s  a n d  th re e  o u tsid es  fo r  th e  27 th  
B rigade  X V . T h e se  w ere  th e  ab o v e -m e n tio n e d  th re e  
a n d  S g t. W ate rfie ld , L  C p ls . K n ig h t  a n d  Isaacs , P tes- 
S h a rp  a n d  E . W e n d en , o f  w h o m  a ll b u t  S g t. W aterfie ld  
a n d  L .C p l .  K n ig h t  h ave  n o w  b e e n  d em o b ilised .
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“  B  ”  C O M P A N Y  S E V E N - A - S I D E  R U G B Y  T E A M  
D efea ted  “  5  ”  C om pany  16— o, “  H .Q .” C om pany  3— o.

L o s t to  “ A ”  C om pany  o— 9 
S ta n d in g  S g t . M cG o w a n , C .S .A I .  P ike, CpI. S tew a rd  
S itt in g  : C IS g t .  S h u b b , M a jo r  A .  S .  J .  de S .  C lay ton , 

S g t.  Cooper 
F ron t : C pl. C row ther, P te . B ra d sh a w

B O X IN G
T h e  o n ly  c o m p e tit io n  h e ld  to  d a te  s in ce  th e  seaso n  

b e g a n  w as th e  B rig ad e  In d iv id u a l  C h a m p io n sh ip s , 
w h ic h  w as h e ld  in  th e  B a tta lio n  lines  o n  D e c e m b e r  7 ,

1949.
L /C p ls .  N o b le  a n d  R u tty , P te s .  Je lley , W e b s te r ,  

G a t la n d ,  C ra z e , A rg e n t,  S tre e te r ,  R o g e rs , W h ite ,  G riff ith s , 
S a u n d e rs  a n d  W o o d m a n  e n te re d  fo r th e  c h a m p io n sh ip s , 
a n d  w ith  so  la rg e  a  n u m b e r  i t  w as  in ev itab le  th a t  som e 
w e re  d ra w n  to g e th e r  in  th e  p re lim in a rie s .

O n  th e  f in a l d ay  w e h a d  sev en  b o x e rs  s till  in  th e  c o m ­
p e ti t io n — L , C p l.  N o b le , P te s . W h ite ,  S a u n d e rs ,  W o o d ­
m a n , C ra z e , G a tla n d  a n d  Je lley .

T h e  f irs t f igh ts o f  th e  a fte rn o o n  w e re  th e  lig h tw e ig h t 
s e m i-fin a ls , a n d  th e  f ig h t b e tw e en  L /C p l .  N o b le  a n d  
P te .  W h ite  w as, a c co rd in g  to  m an y , th e  b e s t  o f  th e  
a fte rn o o n . P te .  W h ite  w o n  a v e ry  h a rd  f ig h t a n d  w e n t 
o n  to  w in  th e  finals.

P te . S a u n d e rs  p ro v e d  to o  s tro n g  fo r  P te . E llio t ( i s t  
R oyal L e ices te rs )  a n d  w o n  th e  b a n ta m w e ig h t  d iv is io n  
w ith o u t  m u c h  tro u b le .

P te . W o o d m a n  p u t  u p  a  v ery  g o o d  sh o w  in  b e a tin g  
P te . B u sb y  ( i s t  R o y a l L e ice s te rs )  in  th e  fea th e rw e ig h ts . 
H is  s u p e r io r  sp e ed  a n d  p u n c h in g  p o w e r  c o n s ta n tly  h ad

P tes. C ra ze  a n d  G a tla n d  in the ring

h is  o p p o n e n t  in  tro u b le  a n d  he  cam e o u t  a worth} 
w in n e r.

P tes. C ra ze  an d  G a tla n d  in action

Z Jke fb ie - A d a r d i 145

»'S, ' .J

Back row  (le ft  to right) : Pte. W h ite , L ]C pl. N ob le , P te. 
J e lly , L /C p l.  R u t ty ,  P te . C raze

Centre row (le ft to right) : C -S - y l l J imf a n y ' I ' U f ' ° ^ L '  
Pte. Rogers, P te . G a tla n d , P te. H a m so n , P te. S tree ter,
C pl. H ilkene.

Front row  (ile ft to right) : Pte. ^ r i d e r s ,  R S - M .  P . J -  
M cL ough lin , L t .-C o l. A .  M .  M a n , O .B .E .,  L t .  b .  C . 
Osborne, P te . W oodm an

P te . C raze  (a so u th p a w ) p u n c h e d  m u c h  to o  h a rd  fo r 
Sgt C o le m a n  ( i s t  A rg y ll a n d  S u th e rla n d  H ig h lan d e rs ), 
and i t  w as on ly  S g t. C o lem an ’s ex p e rien ce  th a t  k e p t  h im  
on h is  fee t, leav in g  C raze  th e  w in n e r.

P te . G a tla n d , a  n e w  a rr iv a l in  th e  B a tta lio n , w o n  his 
p relim inaries v e ry  co n v in c in g ly , b u t  aga inst P te . 
W arm el (1 s t R o y a l L e ices te rs )  h e  d isap p o in ted . H e  is 
a very  g o o d  b o x e r  a n d  w ill d o  w ell w h en  h e  has m o re  
experience o f  so u th p a w  b o x e rs . P te . W a rm e l s u n ­
o rthodox stan ce  u n s e tt le d  h im  a n d  h e  d id  n o t  give o f

his b e s t. „  _ „  j  ▼
T h e  h eav y w eig h t f ig h t b e tw een  P te . Je lley  a n d  L .  

Fairrie ( i s t  A rg y ll a n d  S u th e rla n d  H ig h lan d e rs )  s ta r te d  
off v e ry  q u ie tly  b u t  soon  liv en ed  u p  w h e n  Je lley , a 
novice, g o t a c cu s to m e d  to  th e  r in g  a n d  p ro ce e d e d  to  
box v e ry  w ell. H e  w o n  h is f ig h t a n d  w ith  m o re  ex­
perience a n d  t ra in in g  sh o u ld  d o  w ell. . , _

T h e  B a tta lio n  f in ish ed  th e  co m p e titio n  w ith  five 
w inners in  sev en  w e ig h ts , a n d  w e a re  a ll c o n fid en t th a t  
the b o x e rs  w il l  d o  w e ll in  th e  D iv is io n  a n d  L a n d  
Forces’ c h a m p io n sh ip s .

T h e  b o x e rs  w ere  p re s e n te d  w ith  th e ir  p rizes  b y  B  g.
B. A. C o a d , D .S .O .,  w h o  co m m e n te d  o n  th e  fitn ess  01 
the w in n e rs ’a n d  th e  h ig h  s ta n d a rd  o f  box in g . T h is  w as 
due in  n o  sm all m ea su re  to  a ll th e  h a rd  w o rk  p u t  in  b y
C .S .M .I. T im p a n y  (A .P .T .C .)  a n d  th e  keenness  o f  th e  
boxers th em se lv es .

C R O S S -C O U N T R Y
Since o u r  a rr iv a l in  H o n g  K o n g  th e re  has b e e n  m u c h  

keenness sh o w n  in  C o m p an ies  to w a rd s  c ro ss -c o u n try  
ru n n in g ; c o n seq u e n tly  as soon  as th e  coo ler w e a th e r  se t 
in, to w a rd s  t h e  e n d  o f  S e p tem b e r, c ro ss -c o u n try  tra in in g

b e g a n  in  e a rn e s t. T h e  n u m b e rs  a tte n d in g  th is  tra in in g  
w e re  m o s t  e n c o u ra g in g  a n d  c o n seq u e n tly  p ro d u c e d  a 
h ig h  s ta n d a rd  o f  r u n n in g  in  th e  m te r-C o m p a n y  
C h a m p io n sh ip  w h ic h  to o k  p lace  o n  W ed n esd ay , 
N o v e m b e r  9 . T h e  c h a m p io n sh ip  w as fo r  th e  C ro ss- 
C o u n try  S h ie ld  w i th  p o in ts  c o u n tin g  to w a rd s  th e  
A lb u h e ra  S h ie ld . C o m p a n ie s  w ere  each  r e p re s e n te d  b y  
te n  ru n n e r s ,  w h o  r a n  o ver a d ifficu lt co u rse  o f  ap p ro x i­
m a te ly  5 i  m iles. T h e  C .O . s ta r te d  th e  race  a n d  f ro m  
th a t  m o m e n t i t  w as a  k e e n , h a rd - fo u g h t co n te s t. A fte r  
m an y  c h a n g es  in  p o s itio n s  d u r in g  th e  rac e  th e  final 
p la t in g s  w e r e :— “  D  ”  C o m p a n y , “ B ”  C o m p an y ,
“  A  ”  C o m p a n y , “  H .Q .”  C o m p a n y , “  C  C o m p a n y  
a n d  “  S ”  C o m p an y .

G re a t  k een n ess  w as sh o w n  b y  th e  re m a in d e r  o f th e  
B a tta lio n , w h o  tu rn e d  o u t  in  fo rce  to  c h e e r  o n  th e ir  
resp e c tiv e  tea m s , a n d  sh o w ed  o n ly  to o  clearly  th e  keen  
C o m p a n y  s p ir i t  in  th e  B a tta lio n .

P te  P a g e t  r a n  a  m ag n if ic e n t race  to  w in  easily  f ro m  
th e  re s t  o f  th e  fie ld , a n d  w e w e re  v e ry  so rry  to  lo se  h im  
sh o rtly  a fte rw a rd s  o n  d em o b ilisa tio n . T h e  “ o ld  
s ta g e rs ,”  C .S .M . T a r r a n t  a n d  C .S .M . Jen tlin g s , ran  
w ell fo r  th e i r  resp ec tiv e  C o m p a n ie s  a n d  f in ish ed  w ell u p  
in  th e  fie ld  T h e  C .O . p re s e n te d  th e  m ed a ls  a n d  th e  
C ro s s -C o u n try  S h ie ld , a n d  so  e n d e d  a v e ry  p leasan t 
m ee tin g .

S in ce  th e n  th e  b e s t  2 0  r u n n e r s  h a v e  b e e n  tra in in g  
d a ily  w ith  th e i r  eyes o n  th e  fo rth c o m in g  B rigade 
ch a m p io n sh ip s . T h e s e  tak e  p lace  o n  Ja n u a ry  I I ,  195° .  
a n d  w e  lo o k  fo rw a rd  to  th e m  w ith  h ig h  h o p e s .

B A T T A L IO N  E N T E R T A IN M E N T S
S in ce  m o v in g  to  B eas C a m p  o u r  e n te r ta in m e n ts  p ro ­

g ram m e  has g en era lly  fo llo w ed  th e  sam e p a tte rn  w eek 
b y  w eek . O n  M o n d a y s  M iss  S tev en s  o f  th e  W .V .S . 
v isits  u s , b r in g in g  a  fem in in e  to u c h , a n d  assis ts  w ith  
th e  m e n ’s m an y  p ro b le m s. T u e s d a y s  a re  no rm a lly  
g iv en  o v e r to  co m p e titio n s , tab le  te n n is ,  d a rts  a n d , on  
o ccasions, som e v e ry  g o o d  q u iz  co m p e titio n s  a re  h e ld . 
W e d n esd a y  is g en e ra lly  rec o g n ised  as b a n d  n ig h t. 
B a n d m a ste r  B a rn e tt  h as  b e e n  ab le  to  p e tsu a d e  th e  b an d s  
o f  th e  i s t  B a tta lio n  T h e  B uffs a n d  th e  i s t  B a tta lio n  
A rg y ll a n d  S u th e rla n d  H ig h la n d e rs  to  co m e a n d  p lay  
fo r  u s . T h u rs d a y s  a n d  S a tu rd a y s  a re  v e ry  p o p u la r  as  it  
is o n  th ese  days th a t  th e  A .K .C . film  u n i t  sh o w  film s o n  
a  p o r ta b le  screen . F r id a y  n ig h t  is  n o rm a lly  w h is t drive 
n ig h t  a n d  m an y  v a lu ab le  p rizes  h av e  b e e n  w on  in  th e  
la s t  few  m o n th s .

O v e r  th e  C h ris tm a s  p e rio d  tw o  ex cellen t show s w ere 
g iv en , o n e  b y  th e  C o rp o ra ls  a n d  P riv a te s , th e  o th e r  b y  
th e  W .O .s  a n d  S e rg ean ts . T h e  fo rm e r  sh o w  w as p ro ­
d u c e d  b y  L  C p l. P illa r. I t  w as e x trem ely  w ell d o n e  an d  
w e ll d e serv e d  th e  p ra ise  rece iv ed . T h e  la t te r  sh o w  was 
p ro d u c e d  b y  D  M  H o ld fo rd  a n d  w as an  u n q u a lif ie d  
success. T h e re  is p le n ty  o f  firs t-c la ss  th ea tr ic a l ta le n t  
w ith in  th e  B a tta lio n . I t  is  h o p e d  th a t  in  th e  N e w  Y e a r 
b ig g e r  a n d  b e tte r  sh o w s w ill b e  p ro d u ce d .

S O C C E R
S in ce  th e  la s t issu e  o f  T he  D ie - H ard  J o u rn a l  a  

g rea t dea l has tak e n  p lace  in  th e  so cce r w o rld  o f  th e  
B a tta lio n .
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P lace Result Goals

Home Won 5 — 4
Home Won 4 — 2
Away Won 4 —o
Home Won 3 — 2
Away Lost 1— 3
Away Won 4 — 0
Away Lost 3— 7
Home Lost 2 — 3
Home Draw 2—2
Away Won 2— I
Away Draw 4 — 4

Bty.,
Home Won 5 — 2
Away Lost 2 — 5

I . . .  Home Won 6— I
; Lost 4 ; Goals for, 4 7  ;; Goals

I t  h a s  a lre a d y  b e e n  m e n tio n e d  t h a t  in  th e  n ew  
te r r ito rie s  sp ace  fo r  fo o tb a ll  g ro u n d s  is a lm o s t n o n ­
ex is te n t. H o w e v e r, b y  d in t  o f  a  l i t t le  h a rd  p ick in g  a n d  
sh o v e llin g  a n d  h e lp , g ra te fu lly  rec e iv ed  f ro m  th e  4 1 0 th  
I n d e p e n d e n t  P la n t  T r o o p  R .E . ,  w e  h a v e  n o w  a n  ex ­
c e llen t a n d  a lm o s t fu ll-s iz ed  fo o tb a ll  fie ld . I n  th is  
c o n n e c tio n  a  v o te  o f  th a n k s  is  d u e  to  C .S .M .I .  T im p a n y ,  
w h o  h as  w o rk e d  u n s p a r in g ly  in  th e  b a c k g ro u n d  b o th  in  
th e  b u ild in g  o f  th e  fie ld  a n d  th e  o rg an isa tio n  o f  so ccer 
w ith in  th e  B a tta lio n .

T o  d a te  th e  B a tta lio n  h as  h a d  q u ite  a  su ccess fu l h a lt-  
seaso n , th o u g h  u n fo r tu n a te ly  w e  h a v e  lo s t  a  n u m b e r  o f  
v e ry  g o o d  fo o tb a lle rs  w i th  d e m o b  a n d  th e  te a m s  have  
n o t  rea lly  h a d  a  g o o d  c h a n ce  o f  s e ttlin g  d o w n . T h e  
gam es a n d  re su lts  to  d a te  a re  as fo llo w s:—

Ttom  Versus
1st 1st A. & S.H.
1st 4th Hussars 
2nd 25th Field Regt.
1st 25th Field Regt.
1st 1st A. & S.H.
2nd 1st A. & S.H.
1st 25th Field Regt.
2nd 27th H .Q., Inf- Bde.
1st 1st R. Leics.
1st 1st R. Leics.
1st 1st Buffs • ■ • ■
2nd 27th (Stranges A/Tk.

1st 23rd Field Regt., A.A.
2nd 410th Ind. Plant T p., R- 

R esults : Won 8 ; Drawn 2 
against, 36.

T h e  tea m s  th is  y e a r  h av e  b e e n  as fo llo w s :
1 s t  X I  — L /C p l .  S im m o n d s  ( “  C p l. P ascoe

(“  C  L /C p l .  L a rk in  (“  S ” ) ,  P te .  C h e e se m a n  (“  C  ” ) , 
C /S g t .  S h ru b b ,  M .M . (“  B  ” ) ,  C p l. H ilk e n e , ( ‘ H .Q . , 
P te . L in g w o o d  (“  A  ” ) ,  P te .  P a g e t  (  B ), L /C p l .  
H e r ita g e  (“  B  ” ) ,  L /C p l .  H in s h e lw o o d  (“  H .Q . ) ,  P te .  
A n d e rso n  (“  S  ” ) ,  C .S .M . M c M illa n  (“  D  ) ,  P te . 
W allis  (“  C  ” ) ,  P te .  Jo n e s  39  (“  H .Q .” )-

2 n d  X I — L /C p l .  H y la n d  (“  H .Q .” ), P te .  M o o re  
S  ” ) ,  P te .  S c o p e s  (“  D  ” ) ,  P te .  A m o s  ( B  ) ,  P te . 

G a d d  (“  D  ” ), L /C p l .  L e a t  (“  H .Q .” ), P te .  L o n g h u r s t  
(“  C  ” ) , C p l .  P u r d e n  (“  H .Q .” ) ,  S g t. C ra n fie ld  ( A  ) , 
P te .  C o le m a n  (“  B  ” ) , P te .  D e w  (“  D  ’’) P te .  M M oney 
(“  C  ” ) ,  P te .  G a r iin  (“  C  ” ), P te .  B u ck le  ( C  ) ,  B d sm .
Forsyth (“  H .Q .” ) ,  Pte. Reeves (“  C  ” ) .

R e fe re e s .— S g t. B u rg ess  (“  B  )  a n d  P te . L e a n e y

(“  D  ” ) .
L in e sm a n .— L /C p l .  B u rb ag e .
O f  th o se  m e n tio n e d  ab o v e , C p l.  P asco e , L /C p l .  

H in sh e lw o o d , P te s . W illis  a n d  P a g e t  h av e  r e tu rn e d  to  
th e  U .K .  fo r  d e m o b . I n  a d d it io n , P te . L e a n e y , a  v e ry  
k een  a n d  e n th u s ia s t ic  re fe ree , h as  b e e n  p o s te d  to  th e  1st 
B uffs. W e  a re  so rry  to  lose  th e m  b u t  tak e  th is  ° P P ? r '  
tu n ity  o f  w ish in g  th e m  g o o d  lu c k  a n d  g o o d  fo o tb a llin g  
in  th e  f u tu re  w h e re v e r  th e y  a re .

F o o tb a ll  w ith in  th e  B a tta lio n  h as  p ro g re s se d  q u ite  
sa tis fac to rily  d e sp ite  h eav y  t ra in in g  c o m m itm e n ts  w h ic h  
h av e  m ad e  i t  d ifficu lt to  o rg an ise  c o m p e titio n s . H o w ­
e v e r,  to  d a te  a  n u m b e r  o f  f r ie n d ly  gam es h a v e  b e e n  
p la y e d  b e tw e en  C o m p a n ie s  a n d  th e ir -  c o rre sp o n d in g  
n u m b e rs  in  th e  1st A rg y ll a n d  S u th e r la n d  IC g h la n d e rs ,  
a n d  h av e  fo ste re d  a s p ir i t  o f  f r ie n d ly  r iv a lry  b e tw e en
o u r  tw o  u n its .  . .

T h e  B a tta lio n  in te r -P la to o n  k n o c k -o u t c o m p e tit io n

p ro d u c e d  so m e  v e ry  k e e n  r iv a lry  b e tw e en  Companies, 
a n d  w as fin a lly  w o n  b y  N o . 7 P la to o n  “  C  ”  Company 
a f te r  a  h o tly -c o n te s te d  b a tt le  w i th  th e  C a rrie r  Platoon 
o f  “  S ”  C o m p a n y . T h is  re su lt  w as so m e th in g  in  the 
n a tu re  o f  a  p e rso n a l  t r iu m p h  fo r  C /S g t .  G riffiths of 
“  C  ”  C o m p a n y , w h o  h as  d o n e  a  g re a t  d e a l to  encourage 
a  k e e n  s p ir i t  w i th in  h is  C o m p a n y  a n d  w h o  has taken in 
v e ry  g o o d  p a r t  m u c h  g o o d  n a tu re d  le g -p u llin g  over the 
n u m b e r  o f  “  C  ”  C o m p a n y  fo o tb a lle rs  p u t  fo rw ard  for 
th e  B a tta lio n  tea m s.

T h e  c u lm in a tio n  o f  th e  h a lf -se a so n ’s football has 
b e e n  th e  in te r -M e s s  k n o c k -o u t  o n  B o x in g  D ay , which 
w as w o n  b y  th e  P r iv a te s ’ M e ss  a fte r  a  d in g -d o n g  battle 
w i th  th e  C o rp o ra ls ’ M e ss . T h e  re s u lt ,  2— 1 in  favour 
o f  th e  P r iv a te s , w as o n ly  d e c id e d  b y  e x tra  tim e in a 
g am e  w h ic h  p ro d u c e d  so m e  v e ry  f in e  fo o tb a ll on  both 
sides.

T h e  h ig h lig h t  o f  th e  c o m p e titio n  w as th e  comic 
m a tc h  b e tw e e n  th e  O fficers’ M e ss  a n d  th e  Sergeants 
M e ss , a th o ro u g h ly  en jo y ab le  g am e. O f  th o se  taking 
p a r t ,  L t .  B. K . C la y d e n , th e  A ll-A m e ric a n  fu ll back, 
a n d  C a p t.  P . S m y th , w h o se  b lan k -fac e d  b rillia n t goal- 
k ee p in g  sav ed  th e  d ay  fo r  th e  O fficers’ M ess , stole the 
sh o w . A s m o s t  o f  th e  g am e w as p lay e d  a m id s t a pall of 
sm oke  a n d  d e to n a tio n s , th e  fin a l re su lt  w as somewhat 
in  d o u b t.  T h e  s to u t  d ec is io n  o f  th e  refe ree , L/Cpl. 
B u rb a g e , th a t  th e  m a tc h  w as a d ra w  w as h o tly  contested 
b y  b o th  M e sse s , a n d  L /C p l .  B u rb a g e  w as consigned to 
th e  n e a re s t  r iv e r.

B A S K E T  B A L L  N O T E S

S in ce  th e  issu e  o f  o u r  la s t  n o te s  ev en ts  have moved 
s lo w ly  b u t  s te a d ily  in  th e  b a sk e t b a ll  w o rld . U n d er the 
c a re fu l g u id an c e  o f  C .S .M .I .  T im p a n y  th e  standard  ot 
b a s k e t  b a ll  h a s  im p ro v e d .

T h e  in te r -C o m p a n y  k n o c k -o u t  c o m p e titio n  is being 
h e ld  in  e a rly  Ja n u a ry , a n d  th is  c o m p e titio n  w ill help to 
so lve  th e  p ro b le m  o f  se le c tin g  a  B a tta l io n  team .

A fte r  th e  C o m p a n y  c o m p e tit io n  w e  sh a ll s ta r t  m ter- 
B a tta lio n  g am es in  w h ic h , w e  fee l su re , w e  shall meet 
w ith  co n s id e rab le  success.

H O C K E Y  N O T E S
W e  a re  s till  u n a b le  to  p lay  as m u c h  h o ck ey  as we would 

like , m a in ly  d u e  to  lack  o f  g ro u n d s  a n d  com nutm ents. 
W e  h a v e , h o w e v e r , a  v e ry  b u m p y  a irs tr ip  w hich  me 
C o m p a n ie s  u se  fo r  a  k n o c k a b o u t,  b u t  w h e re  i t  is quite 
im p o ss ib le  to  p lay  a  co m p e titiv e  gam e.

T h e  B a tta lio n  h a s  e n te re d  a  te a m  f o r  th e  L a n d  ho  
h o ck ey  to u rn a m e n t ,  a n d  o u t  o f  th e  tw o  gam es p  aye w 
h av e  lo s t o n e  a n d  d ra w n  th e  o th e r.

I n  th e  f ir s t  g am e  w e p lay e d  th e  1st B atta lio n  R  5 
L e ice s te rs . T h e  B a tta lio n  f ie ld ed  a s tro n g  X I ,  ™ 
m a in ly  d u e  to  lack  o f  p rac tic e  w e  w e re  th re e  goals down 
a t  h a lf - tim e . I n  th e  se c o n d  h a lf  th e  te a m  playe 
o ld , a n d  in  a m a t te r  o f  15 m in u te s  o f  th e  res ta rt  
P .  f .  L iv e m o re , M .C .,  a n d  C .S .M . M c M illa n  scored  the 
n e c essa ry  g oa ls to  d raw  level. A f te r  B us w e 
g am e v e ry  m u c h  o u r  o w n  w ay , th e  R ° ^  L “  fiddj 
s e ld o m  b e in g  ab le  to  e n c ro a c h  in  o u r  h a ff  o f  t  _ 
a n d  so  to  fu ll  t im e  w ith  six  goals sh a re d  a n d  a 
f o u g h t g am e  e n jo y e d  b y  sp e c ta to rs  a n d  p lay e rs  am«:.
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the se co n d  m a tc h  o u r  tea m  w as d e p le te d , C a p ts . P . J. 
I jv em o re , M .C .,  a n d  K . J .  C a r te r ,  o u r  m o s t  th ru s tfu l  
forwards, a n d  2 ,/L t. J . C . B u ck n all w ere  aw ay  on  
exercises. T h e  1st B a tta lio n  A rg y ll a n d  S u th e rla n d  
H ighlanders o p e n e d  th e  sco re  w ith  a  fine  g o a l te n  
m inutes a f te r  th e  b u lly  off, a n d  t ry  as h a rd  as w e d id  we 
were u n a b le  to  d ra w  level u n t i l  five m in u te s  b e fo re  th e  
hnal w h is tle . O n ly  a  m a t te r  o f  a  few  seco n d s  b e fo re  
foil t im e  th e  A rg y ll’s sco red  ag a in  th ro u g h  a  m is u n d e r ­
standing b e tw e e n  a  b ack  a n d  th e  g o a lk eep e r. A  fas t, 
robust g am e w e lo s t  b y  seco n d s. O f  th e  p l a y ^ ,  
0  R  Q  M  S . W a ld ro n  a n d  C pL  H ilk e n e  in  th e  h a lf ­
back lin e  p la y e d  b r illia n tly , P te . J e n k in s  in  goa l p lay e d  
a courag eo u s g am e , s to p p in g  sh o ts  w i th  all p a r ts  o f  h is

C ap ts . L iv e m o re , M .C .,  a n d  B ellers a re  s till as fas t 
and tric k y  as th e y  w e re  in  E n g la n d , w h ils t  C L M .  
T arran t a p p e a rs  n e v e r  to  b e  m o re  h a p p y  a t  r ig h t  h a lt  
than w h e n  u p s e tt in g  th e  e q u il ib riu m  o f  sp e ed y  w in g e rs .

C ap ts . P . T. L iv e m o re , M .C .,  K .  J . C a r te r  a n d  P . G . V . 
Bellers, L t .  B . K .  C la y d e n , O .R .Q .M .S . W a ld ro n  a n d  
C .S .M . T a r ra n t  h av e  all h a d  tria ls  fo r  th e  A rm y . L t .
B. K .  C la y d o n  w as c h o sen  to  p lay  le f t w in g  b u t  h e  w as 
in jured  b e fo re  th e  m a tc h  a n d  s in ce  th e n  th e  A rm y  
appears to  h av e  lo s t in te re s t .  W ith  g o o d  lu ck  a n d  co n - 
s tm ctiv e  p la y  w e  s h o u ld  e n te r  in to  th e  finals o f  th e  
to u rn am en t w h ic h  w e  lo o k  fo rw a rd  to  w i th  confidence.

D E P O T  N O T E S
S in ce  o u r  las t n o te s  sev era l m ee tin g s  have tak e n  place 

to d ec id e  o n  th e  fu tu re  o ccu p an ts  o f  th e  m a m  p a r t  o f 
the ba rrack s . I t  n o w  seem s likely  th a t  th e  H o m e  P o sta l 
D epot R .E . ,  w ill co m e h e re , th e  d a te  b e in g  d e p e n d e n t  
on c e rta in  e n g in e e r  w o rk  to  b e  c a rr ie d  o u t  in  m in o r  im ­
provem ents a n d  a lte ra tio n s . T h e  D e p o t w ill c o n tin u e  
to fu n c tio n  as  i t  does n o w , b u t  th e  la rg e r  u n i t  w ill  n o  
doubt b e  o f  g rea t a ssistance  in  im p ro v in g  th e  ap p earan ce  
of th e  b u ild in g s  a n d  s u rro u n d in g s , w h ic h  su ffer in ­
evitably f ro m  n eg lec t, w ith  only  o u r  sm a ll m ain ten an ce
party to  k eep  th e  p lace  t id y . ,

O n  th e  19 th  a n d  2 0 th  th e  M id d le sex  C o u n ty  C ad e t
C o m m ittee  h e ld  a  u se fu l a n d  in s tru c tiv e  co n fe ren ce  o f
Company Commanders in the School and Officers Mess,
some 2 4  a tte n d in g . O n  th e  2 2 n d  th e  C o lo n e l o f  th e  
R eg im en t a n d  O .C . D e p o t  a tte n d e d  a  serv ice  a t  th e  
G arrison  C h u rc h  a t  S h o m cliffe , w h e n  th e  6 th  B atta lio n  
Colours w e re  p la c e d  th e re  o n  loan  fo r  safe t a p i n g  , o 
the 2 6 th  th e y  a tte n d e d  th e  O ld  C o m rad e s’ R eun ion1 a t  
Slater’s R e s ta u ra n t  a t  K e n s in g to n  ; a n d  o n  th e  2 8 th  a  
m eeting a t  H e n d o n  T o w n  H a ll, w h e re  th e  .H e n d o n  
cheaue fo r  £ 1 ,3 0 0  w as h a n d e d  to  th e  L o rd -L ie u te n a n t  
of th e  C o u n ty , L o r d  L a th a m , fo r  th e  M id d lesex  R eg i­
m ent C o ttag e  H o m e s  A p p e a l F u n d .

D u r in g  D e c e m b e r  a n o th e r  co u rse  o f  in s tru c t io n  for 
M iddlesex  A rm y  C a d e ts  F o rc e  N .C .O .s  w as h e ld  fo 
some 30 b o y s  o v er a  w eek -en d . F ro m  e 13 
a co m p an y  o f  th e  G re n a d ie r  G u a rd s  w a s  a cco m m o d ated  
in th e  b a rra c k s  d u r in g  th e  p o w e r s tr ik e , w h ile  th ey  
helped  to  m a in ta in  a  local p o w er s ta tio n  a t  E n fie ld . O n  
D ecem ber 9 P te . N ic k s , w h o  h a d  recen tly  r e tu rn e d  fro m  
H ong K o n g , w o n , w ith  h is  s is te r, th e  p a ir  ice-sk a  g
championship o f  G re a t  B rita in  a t th e  E m p re ss  H all- H e
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n o w  goes fo rw a rd  to  th e  E u ro p e a n  c h am p io n sh ip s  a t 
O slo , v a rio u s  e x h ib itio n s  in  E u ro p e , a n d  fina lly , w e 
h o p e , to  th e  w o rld  c h a m p io n sh ip s  a t  W e m b le y  in  A p n l.

O n  D e c e m b e r  n  a P a re n ts ’ S u n d a y  S ch o o l Service 
was h e ld  b y  P a d re  N a y lo r  in  th e  G a rr iso n  C h u rc h , 
w h e re  p a re n ts  saw  h o w  th ese  se rv ices a re  co n d u c ted , 
a n d  v a rio u s  h y m n s  w ere  su n g  b y  th e  c h ild ren .

O n  D e c e m b e r  17 th e  C h ild re n ’s C h ris tm a s  T re e  
P a r ty  w as h e ld , d e sc r ib ed  in  d e ta il e lsew here , a n d  o n  the  
2 3 rd  C h ris tm a s  d in n e rs  w ere  en jo y ed  b y  th e  ra th e r  
sm all n u m b e r  o f  m en  p rese n t ; se rv e d  in  th e  trad itio n a l 
m a n n e r  b y  th e  officers a n d  serg ean ts . O n  th e  31st th e  
g y m n as iu m  w as f illed  to  o v e rc ro w d in g  b y  all ran k s , p ast 
a n d  p re se n t,  a n d  th e ir  frien d s  fo r  th e  N e w  Y ear s Eve 
D an ce . W e  w e re  p a rticu la rly  g lad  to  w elcom e Bng^ 
a n d  M rs . R ack h am , L t .-C o l.  a n d  M rs . C u b itt ,  an d  
M a jo r  a n d  M rs . W elle r  a t  th is  d an ce  a n d  th ey  m e t m any 
o ld  frien d s.

O n  Ja n u a ry  18 w e h a d , fo r  a n  a ll- to o -sh o rt  v is it, o u r  
la te s t- jo in e d  officers f ro m  th e  R .M .A ., S a n d h u rs t ,  2 /L ts  
L a w re n c e , W o llo co m b e a n d  F o th e rg ill . T h e y  h ad  
t im e  to  look  ro u n d  th e  D e p o t a n d  to  v is it  th e  7 th  B at­
ta lio n  a t  H o rn se y  b e fo re  g o in g  o ff  to  H y th e  o n  a  sm all 
a rm s co u rse  p r io r  to  em b a rk in g  fo r  H o n g  K o n g  to  jo in  
th e  1st B a tta lio n . W e  a re  a lso  h av in g , fo r  a  sh o rt  tim e , 
2 /L t  H a r ro p ,  w h o  h as  ju s t o b ta in e d  a  N a tio n a l Serv ice  
C o m m iss io n  a n d  is  to  go  t o  th e  1 st B a tta lio n  shortly .

W e w ere  g lad  to  w elcom e C o l. S . F .  H ed g eco e  h e re  
ju s t  b e fo re  C h ris tm a s , a n d  h e  is  r e tir in g  e a rly  in  F e b ru a p ’ 
a fte r  b e in g  in  ch arg e  o f  o u r  R e c o rd  Office a t  W arw ick . 
M a jo r  A. G . H e w it t  h as  a lso  ca lled  d u r in g  h is  leave fro m  
W e st A frica , w h en ce  h e  r e tu rn s  sh o rtly  fo r  a seco n d  
to u r  o f  18 m o n th s .

T h e  D e p o t fo o tb a ll te a m  tu rn s  o u t  o n  W ed n esd ay s, 
w h e n  possib le , fo r  a  f r ie n d ly  g am e w ith  a  local u n i t ,  a n d  
o u r  sh o o tin g  o n  th e  ran g e  o n  T h u rs d a y s  co n tin u es .

R  S M . W elle r  le ft u s  in  D e c e m b e r  to  rep lace  R .S .M . 
M c L o u g h lin , w ith  th e  1st B a tta lio n . W e w ere  very 
so rry  to  lose  h im  a n d  w ish  h im  lu ck  in  H o n g  K o n g . H e  
w e n t w ith  C .S .M . W U d a n d  S g t. M a rk h a m , a n d  w e 
h ave  h e a rd  h e  soon o rg an ise d  h is  d ra f t  o f  som e 30 
N a tio n a l S erv icem en  a n d  a rra n g e d  a  g o o d  t ra in in g .a n d  
rec rea tio n a l p ro g ra m m e  o n  b o a rd  sh ip . S g t. M a rk h a m , 
v e ry  w ell k n o w n  fo r  h is  b o x in g  p ro w ess  so m e  years ago, 
soon h a d  th e  g loves o n  th e m  a n d  th ey  h av e  n o  d o u b t 
b e n e fite d  f ro m  h is  keenness.

O n  Ja n u ary  23 th e  C o lo n e l o f  th e  R e g im e n t a n d  O .C . 
D e p o t,  acco m p an ied  b y  L t .-C o l.  W . L . R o b e r ts  w ere 
e n te r ta in e d  to  lu n ch e o n  b y  th e  S ec re ta ry  o f  th e  V icw ry  
C lu b  73-9 S ey m o u r S tre e t, n e a r  M a rb le  A rch . Ih ey  
w ere  sh o w n  ro u n d  th e  C lu b  a n d  w e re  m u c h  im p ressed  
w ith  th e  am en ities  p ro v id e d , a t  v e ry  reaso n ab le  p rices , 
fo r  a h  ran k s  o f  ex -S erv ice  m en  a n d  w o m en . S om e 60 
e x -m em b ers  o f  th e  R e g im e n t h a d  jo in e d  th e  C lu b  to  
d a te , a n d  i t  w as h o p e d  m o re  w o u ld  do  so.

O n  Ja n u a ry  24  a m o s t su ccess fu l r e u n io n  o f  th e  su r ­
v ivors o f  th e  B a ttle  o f  S p io n  K o p  w as h e ld , n o  less th a n  
21 o f  th e m  g a th e r in g  in  th e  S e rg ea n ts  M e ss  fo r  th e  
5 0 th  a n n iv e rsary  o f  th e  ac tio n . T h e  reu n io n  w as 
a tte n d e d  b y  th e  C o lo n e l o f  th e  R e g im e n t,  C o l. W . A  
S te w a rt, O .B .E .,  a n d  th e  D e p o t officers, a n d  is  d e scrib ed  
in  d e ta il  e lsew here .
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SPION KOP REUNION
O n  Ja n u a ry  24 , 1950, a re u n io n  o f  n o  less th a n  21 ex- 

m em b e rs  o f  th e  2 n d  B a tta lio n  w h o  to o k  p a r t  in  th e  B a ttle  
o f  S p io n  K o p  w as h e ld  in  th e  S e rg ea n ts ’ M e ss  to  c o m ­
m em o ra te  th e  5 0 th  a n n iv e rsa ry  o f  th e  ac tio n .

W ith  an  average  age o f  78 y ea rs  th ese  v e te ra n s  p re ­
s e n te d  a n  im p re ss iv e  a n d  b e m e d a lle d  a rra y  a n d  a fine 
ex am p le  o f  th e  o ld  “  D ie -H a rd  ”  s p ir it. T h e  su rv iv o rs  
o f  th e  b a tt le  p re s e n t  w e re  :

C o l. W . A . S te w a rt,  O .B .E ., C a p t. F .  S k in n e r, M .C .,  
B a n d m a ste r  J . K e rw in , S g t. H .  W ells , D m r . W . H . K in g , 
P te . P . G . Je n n in g s , P te .  A . F . P ag e , P te . H . E . C ru m p , 
P te . C . B u c k m a n , S g t. W . T .  E . P e a d , P te .  F .  H u rs t ,  
C a p t. G . Jo h n so n , Q .M .S . R . E . E v a n s , D .C .M .,  
R .S .M . F .  J . T re z o n a , M .C .,  C/Sgt-. J . R y a n , P te .
G . E . F o rd ,  P te . G . E . E d w a rd s , P te . W . B ailey , P te . 
J . A . K n ig h t ,  P te .  H . J . O rm is to n , S g t. H . W rig h t.

T h o s e  u n a b le  to  a tte n d  w e re  : L t .-C o l .  H .  P .
O sb o rn e , D .S .O .,  S g t. T .  G . M o o re , P te . R . F . V arn ey , 
S g t. J . D u n s to n e , C  S g t. C . S m ith .

C o l. M . B ro w n e , M .C .,  D .L . ,  J .P . ,  C o lo n e l o f  th e  
R e g im e n t,  o p e n e d  p ro ce e d in g s  b y  p ro p o s in g  th e  L o y al 
T o a s t  to  th e  K in g , a n d  th e n  w e n t o n  to  w e lco m e  th e  
g u e s ts  a n d  to  in tro d u c e  C o l. S tew art.

C o l. S te w a rt gave a  m o s t in te re s t in g  a n d  a m u sin g  
a d d re ss  o n  h is  ea rly  ex p e rien ces  in  th e  R e g im e n t a n d  
o n  in c id e n ts  a t  S p io n  K o p . H e  reca lled  h o w  he  h a d  
jo in ed  a t th e  age o f  18 a t  W o o lw ich , a n d  w h e n  m arc h e d  
in  b y  C a p t. M u rie l  th e  A d ju ta n t ,  C o l. H il l,  a  m o s t aw e­
in sp ir in g  officer, sa id  h e  th o u g h t  h e  m u s t  b e  ag ed  15. 
H e  h a d  a rr iv ed  in  S o u th  A frica  th e  y o u n g e s t m a n  in  th e  
B a tta lio n , a n d  w ith  n o  t ra in in g  fo r  f ie ld  o p e ra tio n s , 
b e y o n d  b a y o n e t d rills , a n d  re m e m b e re d  h o w  th e  B a t­

ta lio n  h a d  ch a n g ed  th e  c o lo u r o f  th e i r  h e lm e ts  from  blue 
to  k h ak i, a n d  d y e d  th e ir  w h ite  b e lts  f ro m  a dye m ade of 
m im o sa  b a rk .

O u r  m e n  w e re  n o  m a tc h  a t  th e  s ta r t  w ith  th e  Boer 
fig h tin g  sk ill, b u t  soon  le a rn e d  f ro m  th e ir  mistakes. 
O rd e rs  fo r  th e  b a ttle  h a d  b e e n  v e ry  sk e tch y  and  few 
m en  k n ew  w h a t th e  p lan  w as ; w h e n  th e y  first came 
u n d e r  lo n g -ra n g e  sm all a rm s  fire  th e y  even  though t it 
w as th e  n o ise  o f  d rag o n  flies, o f  w h ic h  th ere  were 
m y riad s.

T h e  c lim b  u p  th e  h ill, in  s ing le  file , h a d  sometimes 
to  be  o n  all fo u rs , a n d  th e y  w e re  h in d e re d  b y  wounded 
a n d  p a n ic -s tr ic k e n  tro o p s  co m in g  d o w n . T h e  arrival 
o f  th e  B a tta lio n  h a d  s te a d ied  e v e ry o n e  o n  to p  o f  the  hill 
a n d  h e re  th e y  fo u n d  th em se lv es  ex p o sed  to  heavy fire 
f ro m  f ro n t  a n d  flanks. A t th e  c ritica l m o m e n t, w hen a 
b o ld  r u s h  fo rw a rd  w o u ld  have p ro b ab ly  b een  successful, 
th e  o rd e r  to  re tire  w as rece ived .

N e a r  th e  b o tto m  o f  th e  h ill h e  h a d  m e t a young 
re p o r te r ,  ask in g  fo r  d e ta ils  o f  th e  ac tio n , a M r. W inston 
C h u rc h il l  ; a n d  a lit tle  fu r th e r  o n  th e i r  B rigade Com­
m a n d e r ,  G e n . T a lb o t  C oke . T h e  G e n e ra l w as suffering 
f ro m  g o u t a n d  c o u ld  n o t  c lim b  th e  h ill, an d  tw o men 
w ere  le ft w ith  h im , to  assis t h im  back . H e re  M r. P. G. 
Je n n in g s , o n e  o f  th o se  p re se n t, sa id  h e  w ell rem em bere 
th e  in c id e n t  as h e  w as o n e  o f  th e  m e n , th e  o th er being 
P te . O . G . S m ith . f

C o l. S te w a rt sa id  h e  h a d  alw ays b e e n  conscious 0 
th e  m ag n ificen t c o m ra d e sh ip  a n d  fellow ship  that 
ex ists  in  o u r  R e g im e n t a n d  w as, in d e e d , p ro u d  an d  happy 
to  b e  a t  th e  r e u n io n  th a t  even ing .

T h e  C o lo n el o f  th e  R e g im e n t th e n  p ro p o sed  th e  sa 
a n d  so lem n  to as t to  th o se  w h o  h a d  fallen  a t  Sp ion  Kop,

V i e  S i -

coupled w ith  th o se  w h o  h a d  s in ce  p a sse d  aw ay a n d  
those w h o  c o u ld  n o t  be  p resen t.

C ap t. G . Jo h n so n  th e n  re p lie d  o n  b e h a lf  o f  th e  o th e rs  
present, reca llin g  som e m o st in te re s tin g  a n ecd o tes  o f 
the B a tta lio n  a t  th e  tim e . A ll w o u ld  re m e m b e r  th e  

: fine b e a rd s  th e y  g rew  th e re  (h ere  C o l. S te w a rt d isag reed  
—he sa id  h e  c o u ld  n o t  g ro w  one  !) a n d  th e  p o o r  r a tio n s  ; 
usually b u lly  a n d  b isc u its , w h ic h  cau sed  a  lo t o f  s to m ach  
trouble. I t  w as  reca lled  h o w , o n e  day , w h e n  ra d o n s  a n d  
water w ere  s h o rt ,  a vo ice  w as h e a rd  to  c ry  o u t  : “  M in e  * 
a m ild  a n d  b i tte r ,  M iss .”  O n  h ea rin g  th is  th e  C o lonel 
halted th e  B a tta lio n , a n d  o rd e re d  u p  th e  w a te r  ca rt. 
This w as g ree te d  w ith  ch eers  b y  th e  m e n , a t  w h ic h  th e  
Colonel im m ed ia te ly  ca lled  o u t  : “  I f  y o u  can  sh o u t 

I you d o n ’t  n e e d  i t .  M a rc h  o n  ! ,
T h an k s  w e re  p ro p o se d  to  th e  C o lone l o f  th e  R e g im e n t 

\ for th e  e x cellen t e v en in g , a n d  to  th e  m em b ers  o f  th e  
Sergeants’ M ess  fo r  th e i r  h o sp ita lity . S o m e  g ro u p  
photographs w ere  tak e n  a n d  th e  c o m p an y  th e n  e n l°y “  
the g en e ro u s b u ffe t su p p e r  p ro v id e d  a n d  d iscu ssed  o ld  
times to g e th e r  u n til  a  la te  h o u r . B eds w e re  p ro v id e d  

! by th e  D e p o t  fo r  six  o f  th e  p a rty  w h o se  h o m es w ere  to o  
far aw ay to  reach  th a t  n ig h t.

CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS PARTY, 1949
As u su a l, a rra n g e m e n ts  fo r  th e  p a r ty  s ta r te d  in  g o o d  

time A  co m m ittee  w as fo rm e d , c o n sis tin g  o f  <->.C. 
Depot, M a jo r  H ey w o o d , M rs . F a rro w  a n d  M rs . D e n n is , 
and a fte r  a m e e tin g  o n  O c to b e r  10 a n  a fte rn o o n  s 

■ shopping e x p e d itio n  w as a rra n g e d  th e  sam e w eek. M rs. 
Bellers, M rs . D e n n is , M rs . F a rro w , M rs . N e w m a n  an d  
Mrs. S m ith  se t fo r th  w ith  long  l is ts  o f  n am es a n d  ages o f  
children, a n d  th e y  s p e n t  th e  a fte rn o o n  se lec tin g  a fine 
array o f  p re se n ts  fo r  all, a t  w ho lesale  p rices , b e a rin g  in  
blind n o t  o n ly  w h a t th e  c h ild ren  h a d  rece iv ed  las t year 
but w h a t i t  w as th o u g h t th e y  w o u ld  like th is  year.

In  d u e  co u rse  v an s  a rr iv ed  fu ll  o f  parce ls  a n d  th e n  
the rea l w o rk  o f  so rtin g , w ra p p in g  a n d  ty in g  u p  im d 
labelling s ta r te d , w h ic h  to o k  several ev en in g s , w o rk in g  
till late  a t  n ig h t,  in  o n e  o f  th e  offices.

By F r id a y  ev en in g , D e c e m b e r 18, th e  C h ris tm a s  tre e  
bad b e e n  d eco ra ted , w ith  a  b e a u tifu l doU d res se d  b y  
Mrs. N e w m a n  o n  to p , a n d  a lo t o f  b lo w in g  e x p e n d ed  in  

i Oflating b a llo o n s, C p l. G o u ld  d isp lay in g  u n ex p e c te d  
Powers a n d  sp eed  in  th is  fine. C .S .M . M alo n ey  seem ed
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to  b e  ev e ry w h ere  a t  o n ce , a n d  b y  m id d a y  S a tu rd a y  th e  
tre e  w as in  p o s itio n , ch a irs  rea d y  fo r  th e  c in em a , lo u d ­
sp eak e r a n d  lig h ts  p re p a re d  b y  o u r  h e lp fu l R .E .M .E . 
f r ie n d s , sp e c ia lly -b u ilt  firep lace  in  p o s itio n , p rese n ts  
la id  o u t ,  a n d  M r. A sh  a n d  th e  fa ith fu l N .A .A .F .I .  s ta ff 
c o m p le tin g  th e  lay ing  o f  200 tea s . T h e  la te  a rr iv a l o f  
th e  F a th e r  C h ris tm a s  k i t  c au sed  a te m p o ra ry  p an ic , 
a n d  h u r r ie d ly  im p ro v ise d  a rra n g e m e n ts  (fo rtu n a te ly  n o t  
n ee d ed )  ca u se d  som e am u sem en t.

B y  3.15 a  g o o d  c ro w d  o f  g u e s ts  h a d  a rr iv ed  a n d  th e  
c in em a  s ta r te d  w ith  a Ja ck  a n d  th e  B eansta lk  c a rto o n , 
a n d  w e n t o n  w ith  a n  ex cellen t sh o w , m u c h  en jo y ed  b y  
th e  c h ild ren , til l  4  o ’clock.

T e a  th e n  s ta r te d , a n d  th e  1st B a tta lio n  cab le , rece iv ed  
th a t  m o rn in g  f ro m  H o n g  K o n g , w as lo u d ly  a p p la u d e d . 
I t  sa id  : “  H a p p y  C h ris tm a s  a n d  lo ts  o f  fu n  to  all 
c h ild re n  a n d  th e i r  m o th e rs , a n d  th a n k  y o u  to  all h e lp e rs  
f ro m  1st B a tta lio n  fa th e rs .”  C ak es, san d w ich es , jellies 
a n d  ice -c ream  d isa p p e a re d  w ith  a  rem a rk a b le  sp eed , 
a n d  b y  5 o ’c lock  ev ery o n e  se ttle d  d o w n  to  w elcom e 
F a th e r  C h ris tm a s  (O .R .Q .M .S . C ook). C a lled  u p  b y  
te le p h o n e , h is  sp e c ta c u la r  a rr iv a l th ro u g h  th e  f irep lace , 
h e ra ld e d  b y  su itab le  n o ises , p ro v ed  a n  e x c itin g  a n d  
lo u d ly -acc la im ed  even t. A fte r  a  few  w e ll-ch o sen  w o rd s  
o n  th e  lo u d sp eak e r n am es b e g a n  to  b e  ca lled  a n d  each  
ch ild  w e n t u p  to  receive a  p re s e n t  f ro m  F a th e r  C h ristm as  
a n d  a p a c k e t o f  sw eets a n d  a  b a llo o n  f ro m  th e  h e lp e rs .

B y  5 .30  th is  w as o v e r a n d  F a th e r  C h ris tm a s , w ith  a  
c h e e rfu l “  g o o d -b y e ,”  d isa p p e a re d  th ro u g h  th e  fireplace. 
A fte r  a  s h o r t  t im e  w ith  th e i r  n e w  to y s, m o th e rs  s ta r te d  
to  co llec t a n d  d ress  th e i r  o ffsp rin g , h a p p y  a n d  t ire d  
a fte r  a n  ex cellen t p a rty .

O u r  th an k s  go  to  th e  o rg an ise rs  a n d  h e lp e rs  m en tio n ed  
ea rlie r  in  th is  acco u n t, a n d  to  M r. A sh  a n d  h is 
N -A .A .F .I .  s ta ff  fo r  th e i r  ex cellen t tea .

T h e  p a r ty  w as m ad e  p o ss ib le  b y  th e  o p e n in g  g ift o f  
£ 1 5  f ro m  th e  C a m b rid g e  C lu b , fo llo w ed  b y  £ $ 0  f ro m  
th e  1st B a tta lio n , a  v o te  o f  £ 2 0  f ro m  th e  D e p o t S e rg ea n ts ’ 
M e ss , a n d  sm alle r a m o u n ts  f ro m  th e  D e p o t Officers 
M e ss  a n d  P .R .I .  fu n d s , a n d  th e  D e p o t R .C . P a d re .

RECRUITING
W e  a re  b a d ly  in  n eed  o f  b oys fo r  tra in in g  as B an d sm en  

w ith  th e  1st B a tta lio n  B an d .
I f  anyone  rea d in g  th is  n o te  k n o w s o f  a n y  likely lad  

h e  is ask ed  to  le t  th e  O .C . D e p o t know .
E x p erien ce  is n o t essen tia l b u t  a  kn o w led g e  o f  p ian o  

o r  a w in d  o r  s tr in g  in s tru m e n t sh o u ld  b e  a  g rea t he lp .
O .C . D e p o t is in  to u c h  w ith  all C a d e t U n its ,  R e c ru it­

in g  A u th o ritie s  a n d  Y o u th  E m p lo y m e n t O fficers in  th e  
c o u n ty , a n d  a d v e rtise m en ts  a re  a p p e a r in g  in  th e  local 
ev en in g  p ap e rs , b u t  so  fa r  th e  re su lts  a re  d isap p o in tin g .

W ith  th e  offer o f  a  ca ree r  fu ll o f  o p p o rtu n ity  fo r  p r o ­
m o tio n , a n d  free  m u sica l t ra in in g , i t  is  a n  a ttrac tiv e  life 
fo r  a  boy.

P a s t m em b ers  o f ,th e  R e g im e n t a re  p a rticu la rly  ask ed  
to  b ro ad c a s t o u r  req u irem e n ts  a n d  to  d o  th e ir  b e s t  to  
se n d  so m e  b oys along.

T h e y  th em se lv es  k n o w  h o w  v e ry  w ell m an y  o f  o u r  
b oys h ave  done in  th e  p a s t,  a n d  th ey  can  b e  o u r  b es t 
rec ru ite rs .
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M U S E U M  N O T E S
O n  D e c e m b e r  10, 1949, th e  C o lo n e l o f  th e  R e g im e n t 

rec e iv ed  f ro m  th e  M ilita ry  H is to r ic a l  S o c ie ty  a t  th e  
Im p e r ia l  W a r  M u s e u m  a  sa m p le r  o f  th e  C o lo u rs  o f  th e  
3 rd  B a tta lio n  T h e  M id d le sex  R e g im e n t. I t  w as g iven  
to  th e  S o ciety  b y  a n  a n o n y m o u s  d o n o r.

T h e  sa m p le r  is  in  a w o o d e n  f ra m e  w i th  glass f ro n t  a n d  
e m b ro id e re d  in  co lo u re d  s ilk  o n  a b lack  b a c k g ro u n d . 
A b o v e  th e  C o lo u rs  is a  w re a th  o f  lau re l c o n ta in in g  th e  
P r in c e  o f  W ales’s F e a th e rs  a n d  in sc r ip tio n  “ A lb u h e ra ,”  
a n d  o n  e ith e r  s id e  a re  th e  R eg im e n ta l B a ttle  H o n o u rs  u p  
to  S o u th  A frica , 1902.

T h e  h is to ry  o f  th e  sa m p le r is n o t  k n o w n , b u t  i t  m ay  
h ave  b e e n  m ad e  in  S o u th  A frica  a fte r  th e  p re se n ta tio n  
o f  C o lo u rs  to  th e  3 rd  B a tta lio n . T h e s e  C o lo u rs  w ere  
p re s e n te d  b y  H .E .  T h e  R ig h t  H o n o u ra b le  V isc o u n t 
M iln e r,  G .C .B .,  G .C .M .G .,  H ig h  C o m m iss io n e r  o f  
S o u th  A frica , a t  M id d le b u rg , T ra n sv a a l ,  o n  F e b ru a ry  3, 
1904, ju s t  b e fo re  th e  re t ire m e n t o f  th e  B a tta lio n ’s f irs t 
C o m m a n d in g  O fficer, L t .-C o l.  E . V . B ellers.

T h e  o r ig in a l C o lo u rs  a re  la id  u p  in  th e  G u ild h a ll, 
w h e re  th e y  c a n  n o w  b e  seen . T h e  sa m p le r  show s th e  
R o m a n  fig u re  I I I  in  th e  c e n tre  o f  th e  K in g ’s C o lo u r, 
a n d  th e  r e d  S t. G e o rg e ’s C ro ss  o n  w h ite  b a c k g ro u n d  o n  
th e  R e g im e n ta l C o lo u r. I n  th e  to p  le f t c o m e r  o f  th e  
R e g im e n ta l C o lo u r  is th e  R o m a n  fig u re  I I ,  w h ic h  
ap p e a rs  to  b e  in  e rro r .

C o l. T .  S o u th  v e ry  k in d ly  p re s e n te d  to  th e  M u s e u m  
th re e  m u sk e ts . T h e s e  th re e  f ire arm s  w ere  c a p tu re d  
b y  th e  2 /8 th  B a tta lio n , in  th e  W e s te rn  D e s e r t  in  1916, 
b e in g  tak e n  f ro m  th re e  A ra b s  w h o  w ere  a tte m p tin g  to  
g e t p a s t  th e  o u tly in g  p ick e ts  o f  t h a t  B a tta lio n .

S g t. L .  F .  G a r re t t  (N o . 12214) se n t  a n  a rtic le  fro m  
th e  S u n d a y  P ictoria l, sh o w in g  a g ro u p  o f  “  D ie -H a rd s  ” 
o f  “  B  ”  C o m p a n y  o f  th e  1st B a tta lio n , a t M o n s  in  1914. 
T h is  a rtic le  is  n o w  in  th e  M u seu m . T h e  C o lo n e l o f  th e  
R e g im e n t has w r i tte n  a n d  th a n k e d  S g t. G a r re t t .

T w o  S o u th  A frican  M e d a ls , aw a rd e d  to  th e  late  
S g t. T .  A . F le ck n e y  (N o . 6492), w h o  se rv e d  w ith  th e  
4 th  B a tta lio n , h a v e  b e e n  p re se n te d  to  th e  M u seu m . 
S g t. F le ck n e y  e n lis te d  in  S e p tem b e r, 1900, a n d  w as d is ­
c h a rg e d  in  O c to b e r, 1912. T h is  v e te ra n  o f  th e  B oer 
W a r  p a sse d  aw ay  in  N o v e m b e r, I 949> ag ed  66 years. 
T h e  m ed a ls  w ere  p re s e n te d  to  th e  R e g im e n t b y  h is 
w idow .

H A N D IN G  O V E R  O F  C O L O U R S  T O  G A R R IS O N  
C H U R C H ,  S H O R N C L I F F E

O n  N o v e m b e r  22 , 1949, a serv ice  w as h e ld , at
11.45 a .m .,  in  th e  G a r r is o n  C h u rc h  o f  S t. M a rk , S h o rn -  
cliffe, fo r  th e  d e d ic a tio n  o f  th e  o rg an , b y  H is  G ra c e  th e  
L o r d  A rc h b ish o p  o f  C a n te rb u ry .

P a r t  o f  th e  se rv ice  co n s is ted  o f  th e  ce re m o n y  o f  
h a n d in g  o v e r fo u r  p a irs  o f  C o lo u rs  o f  R e g im e n ts  o f  th e  
H o m e  C o u n tie s  B rig ad e  fo r  te m p o ra ry  lo d g m e n t in  
th e  c h u rc h . T h e  c h u rc h  is  a n e w  a n d  fine o n e , a n d  th ese  
C o lo u rs  w ill e n h a n ce  th e  b e a u ty  o f  in te r io r ,  a n d  fo rm  
a v a lu ab le  sy m b o l o f  th e  R e g im e n ts  w h o se  rec ru its  
u n d e rg o  th e i r  ea rly  t ra in in g  a t  S h o m cliffe .

T h e  C o lo n e l o f  th e  R e g im e n t h a d  g iv en  p e rm iss io n  
fo r  th e  6 th  B a tta lio n  T h e  M id d le se x  R e g im e n t C o lo u r,

th e n  in  sa fe  c u s to d y  a t th e  D e p o t ,  to  b e  loan ed  to the 
c h u rc h , a n d  th e y  w e re  ta k e n  d o w n  b y  th e  O .C . Depot, 
w ith  S g t. F a w c e tt,  th e  d a y  b e fo re , a n d  h a n d e d  over to 
th e  1 s t  B a tta lio n  th e  Q u e e n ’s O w n  R o y a l W est Kent 
R e g im e n t.  A s se en  in  th e  p h o to g ra p h , th e  6 th  Battalion 
R e g im e n ta l C o lo u r  h as  a w h ite  b a c k g ro u n d  w ith  red  St. 
G e o rg e ’s C ro ss  a n d  th e  fig u re  V I  in  th e  to p  left comer.

O u r  re g im e n ta l re p re se n ta tiv e s  a t  th e  service were 
C o l. M . B ro w n e , C o lo n e l o f  th e  R eg im e n t, Major 
R . C . H .  B e lle rs , O .C . D e p o t ,  a n d  M rs . Bellers, Capt. 
V . A . T h o m a s  a n d  R .S .M . W e lle r, a n d  th ey  formed 
p a r t  o f  a  la rg e  a n d  d is t in g u is h e d  co n g reg a tio n  repre­
se n tin g  all reg im en ts  o f  th e  g ro u p  a n d  m an y  recruits.

T h e  se rv ice  o p e n e d  w i th  th e  s in g in g  o f  th e  hymn, 
“  T h r o u g h  th e  n ig h t  o f  d o u b t  a n d  so rro w , onw ard  goes 
th e  p i lg r im  b a n d ,”  d u r in g  w h ic h  th e  officiating clergy 
a n d  H is  G ra c e  th e  A rc h b ish o p  o f  C a n te rb u ry  took up 
th e i r  p o s itio n s  a t  th e  a lta r.

T h e  fo u r  se ts  o f  C o lo u rs  o f  th e  B uffs (R oyal E ast Kent 
R e g im e n t) , th e  R o y a l F u s ilie rs  (C ity  o f  L o n d o n  Regi­
m e n t) ,  th e  Q u e e n ’s O w n  R o y a l W e st  K e n t  Regiment 
a n d  o u rs  w ere  th e n  b ro u g h t  slo w ly  to  th e  cen tre  o f the 
c h u rc h , m ak in g  a m ag n ificen t a n d  deep ly -m o v in g  dis­
p lay . E a c h  se t o f  C o lo u rs  h a d  its  o w n  C o lo u r Party, 
o u r  o w n  u n d e r  L t .  J .  O . D .  F re n c h  c a rry in g  th e  King’s 
C o lo u r ,  a n d  2 /L t .  L .  C . S h a rp e  th e  R eg im en ta l Colour, 
w ith  S g ts . G . W h itf ie ld , L . C r i tte n d e n  a n d  S. Bartle 
fo rm in g  th e  esco rt. T h e  C o lo u r  P a r tie s  th en  slow- 
m a rc h e d , o n e  b y  o n e , to  th e  a lta r ,  w h e re  th e  Colours 
w e re  h a n d e d  to  th e  A rc h b ish o p  a n d  p lac e d  in  pairs on 
e ith e r  side .

A fte r  th e  serv ice  th e  C o lo n e l o f  th e  R eg im en t joined 
o th e r  C o lo n e ls  o f  R e g im e n ts  a t  th e  D is tr ic t  Com­
m a n d e rs ’ M e ss  a n d  lu n c h e d  w ith  M a j.-G e n . P . G. S. 
G re g so n -E llis  a n d  th e  A rc h b ish o p  o f  C an te rb u ry .

W A R  M E M O R IA L  F U N D

L is t  o f  d o n a tio n s  f ro m  N o v e m b e r  4 , i 949j t0 
ru a ry  1, 1950, in clu siv e  :—

B o ro u g h  o f  H e n d o n  ( fu r th e r  d o n a tio n )  . .  
L eg io n a ire  C lu b , W illesd en , L td .
E n fie ld  D is tr ic t  “  100 ”  L u n c h e o n  C lu b  

( fu r th e r  d o n a tio n )
C ol. A . M . O . A . P a ss in g h a m  (sale o f

s ta m p  co llec tin g  card s) ..................
9 th  B a tta lio n  O .C .A . Raffle a t O .C .A . 

R e u n io n
M r. R . E . E v an s, D .C .M . ( fu r th e r  d o n a ­

tio n )
M rs . P . L in d le y  S m i t h .................................
M ag g s P o k ey  D ie  F ie n d s  ( fu r th e r  d o n a­

tio n )
M r. I .  G . P eaco ck
A .M .M .S . (p e r  M a jo r  H . K . H a rd c a stle , 

T .D .) ,  M r. J . H a r t ,  M r. R . L e a p m a n  
(s ta m p  co llec tin g  ca rd )

M r. A . F . M c D e r m o t t .................................

£ s. d.

1,300 0 0

34 12 6

26 5 0

8 0 0

2 7 0

2 2 0

2 0 0

1 6 0

1 1 0

0 0 

5 0
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7th  B A T T A L IO N  T H E  M ID D L E S E X  R E G I M E N T  
( D .C .O .)

T h e  B a tta lio n  h e ld  a rec ru itin g  d riv e  d u r in g  N o v em ­
ber, 1949, w h ic h  to o k  th e  fo rm  o f  p ro d u c in g  a social 
function each  n ig h t  o f  th e  w eek (N o v e m b e r  7 to  12 
inclusive).

T h e  w eek  s ta r te d  o n  A rm is tic e  S u n d a y  (N o v e m b e r 6), 
when o v e r 50 m em b e rs  o f  th e  B a tta lio n  a n d  50 O ld  C o m ­
rades w e re  p re s e n t  o n  c h u rc h  p a ra d e  a n d  m arc h e d  to  

' St. M a ry ’s C h u rc h , H o rn se y , h e a d ed  b y  th e  C o rp s  o f  
Drum s. W re a th s  w ere  la id  a t th e  B a tta lio n  M e m o ria l 
.a the  c h u rc h  o n  b e h a lf  o f  all ran k s , ex-officers a n d  O ld  

; Com rades o f  th e  7 th  M id d lesex . T h e  B a tta lio n  C o io u rs  
: were c a rr ie d  o n  p a ra d e  b y  L ts . G a rb e tt  a n d  B ird , an d  
'< advantage w as ta k e n  o f  o u r  F re e d o m  o f  H o rn se y  
; Borough in  le t t in g  th e  C o lo u rs  “  fly ”  d u r in g  th e  r e .u m  
! march f ro m  th e  c h u rc h . A  sh o rt  film  o f  th e  p a ra d e  was 

taken b y  L t .  E . G . D an ie ls  a n d  sh o w n  to  all ran k s  la te r  
during th e  w eek. A  copy  o f  th is  film  is b e in g  in c lu d e d  

: in the  M id d le se x  C o u n ty  T .A . rec ru itin g  film  w h ic h  is 
! being c o m p iled  a t  p re se n t. Event!t d u r in g  £]he we,=k in ­

cluded a b a n d  c o n c e r t g iv en  b y  th e  R .A .O .C . S ta ff  B and  
I from P o r ts m o u th  a n d  a  d a rts  e x h ib itio n  g iv en  by^w ell- 

known N ew s o f  the W o rld  d a rts  c h a m p io n s, in c lu d in g  ]. 
Boss, S . H e a d  a n d  S . O u tte n . Although th e  in crease  o f  re ­
cruit; w as n o t  v e ry  g rea t, i t  is fe lt th a t  th e  w eek w as a

success in  m ak in g  th e  u n i t  m o re  w ell k n o w n , locally , as 
p a r t  o f  H o rn se y .

S ev era l officers, in c lu d in g  C o l. Jo h n so n  a n d  M a jo r  
H u g h e s , a tte n d e d  th e  B .E .F . C lu b  d in n e r  o n  N o v e m ­
b e r  11, a t  th e  T ro c a d e ro , th e  a n n u a l d in n e r  w h e re  p a s t 
a n d  p re se n t  officers o f  th e  7 th  B a tta lio n  in d u lg e d  in  
rem in iscen ces , a n d  all p re s e n t  s p e n t  a v e ry  em oyab le  
ev en in g  to g e th e r.

L t .  L lo y d  has  le f t  u s  fo r  a tim e  w h ils t  in  S o u th  A frica , 
w h e re  h is  c iv ilian  w o rk  h a s  ta k e n  h im . B e s t w ish es  go 
w ith  h im  f ro m  all ran k s  a n d  th e  h o p e  th a t  h e  w ill 
re jo in  u s  o n  h is  r e tu r n  to  U .K .  a fte r  tw o  o r  th re e  years.

C h ris tm a s  in  th e  T .A . is  so m e w h at d iffe re n t to  th a t  
in  a reg u la r  b a tta lio n , in  t h a t  C h ris tm a s  fes tiv ities  a re  
o rg an ise d  o n  a p e rso n a l o r  fam ily  b asis , co m p a re d  w ith  
th e  B a tta lio n  C h ris tm a s  d in n e r  a n d  ac tiv itie s  o f  th e  
R e g u la r  A rm y . H o w e v e r, th e  N e w  Y ear’s d an ce  an d  
th e  c h ild re n ’s p a rty  a re  v ery  sim ila r, a n d  th is  y e a r  som e 
500 p e o p le  ce le b ra te d  th e  a rr iv a l o f  th e  N e w  Y ear m  
th e  cu s to m ary  w ay , a n d  o v e r 90  c h ild re n  o f  se rv in g  
m em b e rs  a n d  O ld  C o m rad e s  en jo y ed  th em se lv es  a t  th e  
c h ild re n ’s p a r ty  o n  Ja n u a ry  7 a t  H o rn se y  T .A . C e n tre . 
T h e  success o f  th e  c h ild re n ’s p a rty  w as m ain ly  d u e  to  
th e  h a rd  w o rk  b y  M rs . A . K . Jo h n so n  a n d  L t .  D a m * ,  
w h o  o rg an ised  th e  a rr iv a l o f  F a th e r  C h ris tm a s , C h arle s  
D e n to n , a n d  C .S .M . P e r ry , w h o  a rra n g e d  all th e
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j i h  M I D D L E S E X  O F F IC E R S ’ (B .E .F .) C L U B  22n d  A N N U A L  D I N N E R  
H e ld  <11 the Trocadero , N ovem ber  I I ,  1949. C ha irm a n  : C ol. S i r  E drciv K in g

a d m in is tra t iv e  d e ta ils  o f  th e  p a r ty ,  a n d  to  D ru m -M a jo r  
P o u l te r  a n d  h is  fam ily , fo r  th e  ex ce llen t te a  p ro v id e d .

O n  D e c e m b e r  19 th e  officers a n d  ex-o fficers o f  th e  
B a tta lio n  g ave  C h a r le s  D e n to n  a d in n e r  in  th e  O fficers’ 
M e ss  o n  th e  o ccasio n  o f  h is  re t i re m e n t ,  a f te r  41 y e a rs ’ 
se rv ice , a n d  i t  w as a  v e ry  e n jo y a b le  o ccasio n . W e  w ere  
v e ry  p le a se d  to  h av e  p re s e n t  B rig . M u rra y ,  th e  H o n . 
C o lo n e l o f  th e  B a tta lio n , a n d  sev era l ex -o fficers, in ­
c lu d in g  C o l P r in g le , C o l. M ira m s , M a jo rs  B a r tra m  a n d  
C u n lif fe , a n d  L t .  G lik ste n . D u r in g  J a n u a ry  w e h ave  
also  sa id  g o o d -b y e  to  C a p t .  T re s ta in  as Q .M .,  w h o  has  
b e e n  p o s te d  to  th e  1st B a tta lio n  in  H o n g  K o n g . W e 
w e lco m e  C a p t.  H o n e y b u n  as  h is  te m p o ra ry  su ccesso r 
u n til  th e  a rr iv a l  o f  M a jo r  N e w m a n  fro m  th e  1st B a t­
ta lio n  in  a few  m o n th s ’ rim e.

T h e  C o rp s  o f  D ru m s ,  u n d e r  D ru m -M a jo r  P o u lte r ,  
w h ic h  is n o w  25 s tro n g , gave a n  ex ce llen t d isp la y  a t  th e  
R itz  C in e m a , H a r r in g a y , o n  D e c e m b e r  30. T h e  d isp lay  
w as rec e iv ed  w ith  g re a t  e n th u s ia sm  b y  th e  local p o p u lac e  
a n d  i t  is  h o p e d  to  give fu r th e r  d isp la y s  o f  th is  n a tu re  
in  th e  local a re a  in  th e  n e a r  f u tu re  fo r  re c ru it in g  
p u rp o se s .

R u m o u rs  a re  n o w  v e ry  s tro n g  a b o u t  th e  r e tu r n  o f  th e  
T .A . C e n tre s  a t  E n f ie ld  a n d  T o t te n h a m . I t  is  fa irly  
c e rta in  th a t  w e sh a ll  b e  in s ta lle d  in  E n fie ld  b e fo re  
E a s te r  a n d  w e  h o p e  th a t  T o t te n h a m  w ill  b e  r e tu rn e d  to  
u s  so o n  a f te r  a n n u a l  c am p  th is  y ea r.

T h e  o fficers a n d  ex-o fficers o rg an ise d  a p re se n ta t io n  
to  C o l. S ir  E d w in  J . K in g  o f  a  v e ry  o rn a te  a n d  v a lu ab le  
c lo ck  o n  J a n u a ry  2 2 , 1950, a t  H o rn s e y , in  th e  O fficers' 
M e ss , o n  h is  re l in q u is h m e n t o f  th e  a p p o in tm e n t  o f  
H o n . C o lo n e l o f  th e  B a tta lio n  a f te r  n e a rly  25 y ea rs . 
L t .-C o l .  J .  K .  M a it la n d  p re s e n te d  th e  c lock  a n d  gave 
t r ib u te  to  th e  tre m e n d o u s  w o rk  b y  C o l. K in g , b o th

d u r in g  h is  p e rio d  o f  se rv ice  as a n  officer a n d  Com m and­
in g  O fficer o f  th e  B a tta lio n  a n d , a lso , as H o n . Colonel 
o f  th e  B a tta lio n  d u r in g  th e  l a t te r  years.

T h e  B a tta lio n  o rg an ise d  a d an ce  a t  th e  Homsev 
T o w n  H a ll o n  J a n u a ry  26— th is  w ill p ro b a b ly  become an 
a n n u a l  so c ia l e v e n t in  f u tu re  y ears . A  v ery  enjoyable 
e v e n in g  e n s u e d  b u t ,  u n fo r tu n a te ly , th e  n u m b ers  were 
few , o w in g  to  th e  b a d  w e a th e r . D e sp ite  th is , “  C ” 
C o m p a n y  h as  a lm o s t 100 p e r  cen t, a tten d an ce . Well 
d o n e , “  C  ”  C o m p a n y  !

-jth B A T T A L I O N  O F F IC E R S ’ (B .E .F .)  C L U B  
T R O C A D E R O , N O V E M B E R  11, 1949 

L t.-C o l. K en n e th  Jo hnson , C om m ander, n th  Battalion. 
B rig . B a s il R a ckh a m  an d  L t.-C o l. Roberts

DL -̂ JJards

n t h  P A R A C H U T E  B A T T A L IO N  (M I D D L E S E X )  
T .A .

A  p e rio d  o f  re lax a tio n  fo llow ed  th e  e n d  o f  cam p  an d  
the  tra in in g  y e a r, in  w h ic h  tim e  o u r  h a rassed  p e rm a n e n t 
staff h a d  a w e ll-e a rn e d  res t. T h is  w as qu ick ly  fo llow ed 
b v  a  f irs t-c la ss  w e e k -e n d  a rra n g e d  b y  4 th  P a rac h u te  
B rigade a t  th e  Isle  o f  W ig h t. T h e  exercise , a rra n g e d  
p resu m a b ly  fo r  officers a n d  N .C .O .S , w as a  th eo re tica l 
d ro p  to  c a p tu re  a  ce rta in  v a lu ab le  p r iso n e r, w ith  a  w ith ­
d raw al to  th e  sea  across c o u n try  a n d  ev acu atio n  b y  
lan d in g  c ra ft. T h is  to o k  p lace  d u r in g  th e  n ig h t  o f  
O c to b e r 29  a n d  a t  d aw n  th e  R oyal M a rin e s  e m b ark ed  
the  B rig ad e , to g e th e r  w ith  som e vehicles, in  L .C .M . 
and  L .C .T .  f ro m  th e  N .-E .  co ast o f  th e  islan d , tak in g  us 
l a c k  to  C o w es, w h e re  w e w ere  s ta tio n e d . I n  th e  a fte r­
n oo n  th e y  ag a in  k in d ly  sh ip p e d  u s  o v er to  S o u th am p to n  
a n d  w e  c a u g h t a n  ev en in g  tra in  u p  to  L o n d o n . O u r  
th an k s  a re  d u e  to  B rig ad e  H .Q . a n d  th e  R oyal M a rin e s  
for su c h  a n  en jo y ab le  a n d  in stru c tiv e  w eek-end .

A g a in  w e h av e  com e to  th e  f ro n t  in  th e  D iv isio n a l .22 
R ifle C o m p e titio n , w ith  th e  B a tta lio n  w in n in g  th e  “ A ”  
T e a m  C u p  a n d  “  H .Q .”  a n d  “  C  ”  C o m p an ies  ty in g  fo r 
f irst p lac e  in  th e  “  B  ”  T e a m  C u p .

B ox in g  h a s  co m e to  th e  fo re fro n t o f  o u r  sp o rtin g  
activ ities a n d  g rea t k eenness w as show n in  th e  in te r­
co m p an y  co m p e titio n , w h ic h  w as h e ld  a t  H o u n s lo w  on 
T h u rsd a y . Ja n u a ry  12. “  H .Q .”  C o m p an y  w ere  th e
w in n e rs , a n d  th e  cu p  an d  p rizes  w ere  p re se n ted  b y  th e  
B rigade C o m m a n d e r , B rig . J .  M . K . S p u rlin g . D .S .O . 
T h is  w as closely  fo llow ed  b y  a  m a tc h , w h ic h  w e w on , 
against th e  10th  P a rc h u te  B a tta lio n , a n d  fo r w h ic h  a 
cup h a d  b een  p re s e n te d  b y  th e  H o u n s lo w  B oxing  C lu b .

S om e excellen t f igh ts w ere  p u t  u p  a n d  w e m u s t  con­
g ra tu la te  a ll co n te s tan ts  o n  th e  excellen t ev en in g  s 
en te r ta in m e n t. T h e  p rizes  w ere  again  p re se n ted  b y  o u r 
B rigade C o m m a n d e r , a n d  a m o n g st o u r  g u ests  w ere  o u r 
H o n o ra ry  C o lo n e l, B rig . E . E . F . B aker, C -B -E ., D .S .O .,  
M .C ,  T D . ,  sen io r officers f ro m  D iv isio n  a n d  B rigade  
and  m em b e rs  o f  th e  C o m m itte e  o f  t h e  H o u n slo w  
B oxing  C lu b . * .

W e  u n d e rs ta n d  th a t  cam p  th is  y ea r is to  be  Held 
Dear th e  D e v o n sh ire  coast an d , s in ce  w e  a re  n o  lo n g er

to  b e  a llo ca ted  a  h o u se h o ld  u n i t ,  p e rm iss io n  has b een  
g iv en  to  re c ru it  m e n  fo r  ad m in is tra tiv e  d u tie s  w h o  are  
u n a b le , o n  a c c o u n t o f  th e i r  m ed ica l c a teg o ry , to  u n d e r ­
tak e  p a ra c h u te  d u tie s . A n y  o ld  “  D ie -h a rd s  w h o  are  
in te re s te d  sh o u ld  call a n d  see  u s . S im ilar  co n d itio n s  
a p p ly  to  o u r  B a n d  a n d  D ru m s ,  w h o  h av e  n o w  b een  
fo rm e d  u n d e r  B a n d m a ste r  D e a n  a n d  D ru m -M a jo r  
W ales  resp ec tiv e ly , th e  la r te r  b e in g  w ell k n o w n  in  th e  
2  8 th  a n d  1st B atta lions.

Staff List
C .O . - - - ■ L t.-C o L  S. T e r re l l ,  T D .
2  i  c  M a jo r  C  P . B . M o g g rid g e , M .C
A d jt. C a p t. P . G . T .  Bates
R.S.M..........................G .  D. M ille r , M .M .

“  H .Q .” a n d  “  S  ”  Com panies
C O .  M a jo r  W . D . E llis
P .S .I ..............................C S -M -  G ra y

“  B ”  C om pany
C O .  C a p t. P . M c G . B u lw er
P .S .I ..............................S g t. C o rb o y

“  C  ”  C om pany
C O .  - • M a jo r  R. A . C o rb y
P .S .I ..............................C .S -M . R o b e r ts

“  D ”  Company'
C .O . . . M a jo r  J .  W . P . B ax te r
P .S .I ..............................Sg t. Q u in n

5 9 5 th  U A J L  S L .  R E G I M E N T  R .A . ( M I D D L E S E X )  

A f f i l i a t io n  P a r a d e
T h e  affilia tion  p a ra d e , o n  S u n d a y , J a n u a ry  2 9 , I 95°> 

a t  1100 h rs . ,  o f  33 3 rd  C a d e t R e g im e n t, R~A., to  595^  
L .A -A - S .L . R e g im e n t, R .A . C9th B a tta lio n  T h e  M id d le ­
sex R e g im e n t, D . C O . '  T A ,  w as sy m b o lise d  b y  c h a n g ­
in g  th e  E sc o rt fo r  th e  K in g 's  a n d  R e g im e n ta l C o lo u rs  
b e fo re  th ey  w ere  m a rc h e d  o ff  a t  t h e  e n d  o f  th e  c e re m o n y .

T h e  sen io r  c a d e t N .C O .s  w h o  w e re  g ra n te d  th e  
h o n o u r  o f  p ro v id in g  th e  e sco rt w ere  C a d e t  S g ts . B re re to o  
a n d  N e w ste a d  a n d  C a d e t  B d r. R ose .
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M A R C H  O F F  O F  K I N G ’S  A N D  R E G I M E N T A L  C O L O U R S  A F T E R  C H A N G E  F R O M  E S C O R T  O F  T .A . 
R E G I M E N T  T O  E S C O R T  O F  N E W L Y  A F F I L I A T E D  C A D E T  B A T T E R Y  

Colour O fficers : C a p t. G . W . H il l  a n d  C a p t. D . H . S p ra tt  
Colour E scort : C a d e t/S g t. D . B rereton , C a d e t¡S g t. G . N ew stea d  an d  C adet B d r . N .  G . Rose

T h e  p a ra d e , u n d e r  M a jo r  H .  M . L . P r ic e , w as d raw n  
u p  o n  th e  p a ra d e  g ro u n d  a t  th e  T .A . C e n tre , K in g s b u ry , 
as tw o  g u a rd s  fac in g  e a ch  o th e r  w i th  th e  C o lo u rs  in  
th e  m id w ay  b e tw e en  th e  tw o  g u a rd s , a n d  p ro m p tly  a t 
i i  a .m . C o l. M a u ric e  B ro w n e , M .C .,  D .L . ,  C o lo n e l o f  
th e  M id d le se x  R e g im e n t ( D .C .O .) ,  a rr iv e d  a t  th e  sa lu tin g  
b a se , a c co m p a n ie d  b y  L t .-C o l .  H . W . W . G ra y , M .B .E .,  
T .D . ,  C o m m a n d in g  O fficer, 5 9 5 th  L .A .A ./S .L .  R eg i­
m e n t,  R .A . (9 th  B a tta lio n  T h e  M id d le se x  R e g im e n t,
D .C .O .) ,  T .A . ,  a n d  th e  M a y o r  a n d  M a y o re ss  o f  
W e m b ley .

T h e  g en e ra l sa lu te  w as so u n d e d . A fte r  a n  in sp e c tio n  
C o l. M a u ric e  B ro w n e , in  a d d re s s in g  th e  p a ra d e , sa id  
th e  affilia tion  h a d  tw o  o b jec ts  :

(1) T h e  T .A . to  p ro v id e  in s tru c to rs ,  e q u ip m e n t,  
acco m m o d a tio n  a n d  socia l facilities.

(2) T h a t  i t  w as h o p e d  th a t  as h e  p a s se d  f ro m  C a d e t 
to  N a tio n a l S e rv ic e m a n , a n d  th e n  to  T .A . ,  th e  C a d e t 
w o u ld  w a n t to  co m e  b a c k  to  th e  p a re n t  u n i t ,  a n d  
v o lu n te e r  fo r  fo u r  y ea rs  as a  T e r r i to r ia l .
H e  also  s tre s se d  th e  im p o r ta n c e  o f  th e  R e g im e n ta l 

C o lo u r  a n d  u rg e d  th e  C a d e ts  to  be  loy al to  th e i r  R e g i­
m e n t  a n d  th e ir  n e w  b ad g e .

C o l. G ra y  th e n  h a n d e d  C o l. M . B ro w n e  a n  R .A . 
p e n n a n t  e m b o sse d  w ith  th e  R .A . b a d g e  a n d  M id d le sex

b a d g e , to  p re s e n t  to  th e  C a d e t  B a tte ry  to  fly a t  th e ir  m ast­
h ead .

C a p t. F . P . S m ith , O .C . 3 3 rd  B a tte r ,',  cam e forw ard 
to  rece iv e  th e  p e n n a n t  o n  b e h a lf  o f  h is  B a tte ry  and, 
as h e  m a rc h e d  b a c k  to  h is  p o s it io n , so  th e  youngest 
C a d e t  le f t  h is  p o s itio n  a t th e  flag m a s t  a n d  m arched 
to w a rd s  h is  officer to  rece iv e  th e  p e n n a n t,  and  then 
re tu r n e d  to  fly  i t  a t  th e  flag m as t. T h is  cad et, height 
4  f t. 6 in . a n d  I i i  y ea rs  o f  age, w ith  w h ite  be lt, is the 
so n  o f  th e  T .A .  U n i t 's  R .S .M . a n d  is  specially  enlisted 
as O .C .’s ru n n e r ,  a n d  h is  d r ill  a lre a d y  show s h e  is going 
to  fo llo w  h is  fa th e r ’s fo o ts tep s .

A  v e ry  fine  p ro g ra m m e  o f  m u sic  fo r  th e  cerem ony  was 
p ro v id e d  b y  th e  T .A .’s o w n  M ilita ry  B a n d , u n d e r  Band­
m a s te r  J . R . T u r n e r .

Q u ite  a  la rg e  n u m b e r  o f  w iv es , p a re n ts  an d  m enus 
g a th e re d  to  see  th is  im p re ss iv e  ce rem o n y .

S p ec ia l g u es ts  in c lu d e d  C o l. G . B each , C .B ., O .B. ■, 
T .D . ,  D .L . ,  J .P . ,  H o n o ra ry  C o lo n e l o f  595
L .A .A ./S .L . R e g im e n t,  R .A . (9 th  B a tta lio n  T h e  M iddle­
sex  R e g im e n t,  D .C .O .) ,  T .A .,  B rig . B. B . R a  am,
C .B .E .,  M .C .,  S e c re ta ry , M id d le sex  T e rrito r ia l 
A u x ilia ry  F o rc e s ’ A sso c ia tio n , L t .-C o l-  ’ 
re p re s e n tin g  C o l. R . D .  S h e rb ro o k e -W alk e r, 1 J-»->
D .L . ,  C o m m a n d a n t,  C a d e ts ,  M r. R . M . J . P e n d r  ,
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J.P ., C h a irm a n , W e m b le y  R e c ru tin g  C o m m itte e , an d  
L t.-C o l. E . T .  M o rg a n , O .C . 3 rd  C a d e t  R e g im e n t, R .A .

C h ris tm a s  a c tiv itie s , 1949, a t  th e  T .A . C e n tre  o f  
595th L .A .A ./S .L . R e g im e n t, R .A . (9 th  B a tta lio n  T h e  
M idd lesex  R e g im e n t, D .C .O .) ,  T .A .,  w ere  ag a in  p re ­
sen ted  a g a in s t th e  b a c k g ro u n d  o f  c o lo u red  lig h ts  an d  
decora tions, th a t  t ra n s fo rm e d  th e  h a ll in to  a c h ild re n ’s 
fairy d e lig h t.

T h e  reg im en ta l C h ris tm a s  p a rty  w as ag a in  th e  h ig h ­
light, a n d  th e  160 c h ild ren , w h o  a rr iv ed  a t 2  p .m . a n d  
left a t  6 p .m ., h a d  e v e ry  m in u te  ca te red  fo r, w ith  m usica l 
gam es, film s, P u n c h  a n d  Ju d y , c o n ju ro r , th e  b ig g est tea  
ever, an d , fin a lly , F a th e r  C h ris tm a s  co m in g  d o w n  a 
ch im ney  a n d  a rr iv in g  o n  stage w ith o u t a tra c e  o f  so o t, 
w hich w as to o  m u c h  fo r  th e  c e rta in  b o y  w h o  w as h e a rd  
to say  : “  I t  c a n ’t  b e  a rea l ch im n e y .”

T o  a ll th e  lad ies  w h o  w o rk e d  u n d e r  M rs . A v is, wife 
of th e  R .S .M . , m an y  th a n k s  w ere  ex p ressed , an d , b est 
of all, w as th e  rem a rk  o f  o n e  lit tle  g irl , c lu tc h in g  a to y  in  
one h a n d , o ran g e , a p p le , sw eets  a n d  b a llo o n  in  th e  
o th er, w h ile  m u m m y  w as t ry in g  h a rd  to  p u t  a co a t on  
to tak e  h e r  h o m e  : “  M u m m y , I ’m  so h a p p y  I  c o u ld  
b u s t.”

T h e  a ll r a n k s ’ p a rty , o n  F r id a y , D e c e m b e r  23 , was 
a tten d ed  b y  th e  M a y o r  a n d  M ay o ress  o f  W e m b ley , 
Brig. B . B.. R a c k h a m , C .B .E .,  M .C .,  a n d  th e  H o n . 
C olonel, C o l. G .  B each , C .B ., O .B .E ., T .D : ,  D .L . ,  J .P .,  
and w e w ere  o n ly  to o  so rry  th a t  th e  C o lo n e l o f  th e  R eg i­
m en t w as u n a b le  to  b e  w ith  us.

O v er 500 a tte n d e d , a n d  in c lu d e d  w ives, g irl  f rie n d s  
and m em b e rs  o f  o u r  R e g im e n t a n d  6 th  A .A . W o rk sh o p  
B atta lio n , R .E .M .E . (T .A .) ,  w ith  w h o m  w e sh a re  o u r  
p rem ises, 9 th  B a tta lio n  M id d le sex  R e g im e n t O .C .A ., 
sen io r c ad e ts  f ro m  3 3 rd  B a tte ry  a n d  e x -cad e ts  n ow  
serv ing  in  N a tio n a l  Serv ice .

T h e  d a n c in g , s tag e  sh o w , a n d  g o o d  lu ck  rifle sh o o t 
h e lp ed  to  g e t  th e  ev en in g  g o in g , a n d  e v e ry b o d y  w as 
ready to  tack le  a t  9 .30  p .m . th e  b u ffe t tab le s  lad e n  dow n 
w ith  a sp re a d  o f  fo o d  th a t  re m in d e d  u s  o f  p re -w a r  days.

T h is  w as th e  f irs t  o f  th e  a n n u a l all r a n k s ’ C h ris tm a s  
p a rties , a n d  w ill b e  lo n g  re m e m b e re d , as i t  b ro u g h t to ­
g e th e r m an y  w ives a n d  g irl  f rie n d s  a n d  m em b e rs  o f  th e  
R eg im en t w h o  w e re  ju s t  n am es b u t ,  a t  th e  f in ish , w ere  
firm  frie n d s .

T h e s e  w e re  tw o  on ly  o f  m an y  fu n c tio n s  w h ic h  to o k  
place o v e r  16 d ay s , o th e rs  in c lu d in g  se rg e a n ts ’ ba ll, 
C h ristm as  E v e  a n d  N e w  Y e a r’s E v e  reg im en ta l dances.

Presentation o f Colours
A n  im p re ss iv e  ce re m o n y  w ill tak e  place a t th e  T .A . 

C en tre , H o n e y p o t L a n e , K in g s b u ry , N .W .9 , o n  S a tu r ­
day, M a y  13, 1950, w h e n  L t .-G e n .  S ir  B rian  H o rro c k s, 
K .C .B ., K .B .E .,  D .S .O .,  M .C .,  w ill, o n  b e h a lf  o f  H is  
M ajesty  T h e  K in g , p re s e n t  n e w  C o lo u rs  to' 595*  
L .A .A ./S .L . R e g im e n t,  R .A . (9 th  B a tta lio n  T h e  M id d le ­
sex R e g im e n t,  D .C .O .) ,  T .A .

G e n . H o rro c k s  h as  lo n g  assoc ia tions w ith  th is  B at­
talion , h a v in g  b e e n  A d ju ta n t  f ro m  1926 to  1930.

The existing Colours were presented to the Regiment 
by H.R.H. Princess Henry of Battenburg at the Regi­
ment’s former Headquarters in Pound Lane, Willesden, 
N.W.10, on June 28 , 1913-

2/l0th B A T T A L IO N  B R A N C H , M ID D L E S E X  
R E G IM E N T , O .C.A .

Service o f  R em em brance
O n  S u n d a y , N o v e m b e r  6 la s t, th e  O ld  C o m rad e s  o f 

th e  a b o v e  b ra n c h  m u s te re d  a t  C h isw ick  P a r is h  C h u rc h  
fo r  th e ir  a n n u a l S e rv ice  o f  R e m e m b ra n ce .

T h e  serv ice  w as a tte n d e d  b y  th e  M a y o r  o f  C h isw ick  
a n d  a b o u t  100 m em b e rs  o f  th e  l / i o t h  a n d  2 / lo th  
B atta lio n s .

T h r o u g h  th e  k in d  c o -o p e ra tio n  o f  th e  V ica r, th e  Rev. 
A. H . R ees , w h o  a rra n g e d  th e  serv ice  a n d  p re a c h e d  a  
v e ry  in sp ir in g  s e rm o n , th e  o ccasio n  w as v e ry  f ittin g  an d , 
a lso , p lea s in g  to  th e  c o n g re g a tio n  o f  o ld  so ld ie rs .

T h e  A c t o f  R e m e m b ra n ce  to o k  p lace  a fte r  th e  se rm o n , 
w h e n , a fte r  th e  p lac in g  o f  th e  w re a th s  o n  th e  m em o ria ls  
o f  th e  1st, 2 n d  a n d  3 rd  B a tta lio n s , th e  L a s t  P o s t  was 
so u n d e d , fo llow ed  b y  th e  R ev eille , w h ic h  b ro u g h t th is  
ce re m o n y  to  a n  im p re ss iv e  c lose.

A fte r  th e  se rv ice , a b r ie f  r e u n io n  to o k  p lace  in  th e  
C h u rc h  H a ll,  k in d ly  le n t  b y  th e  V icar, w h e n , once 
a g a in , th e  re fre sh m e n ts  w ere  b y  th e  g o o d  f rie n d s  o f  th e  
2 / lo th ,  M rs . P . E . C u m m in g , M rs . W . A. L ov eg ro v e  
a n d  M r. R . d e  P ass . A  co llec tio n  m ad e  in  th e  H a ll to  
cover th e  ex p en ses  o f  th is  a m o u n te d  to  a b o u t  £ 5  a n d  
w as h a n d e d  to  th e  V icar.

T h e  n a m e  o f  th e  S e c re ta ry  o f  th e  2 / lo t h  B ra n c h  is 
M r. A . H . C u m m in g , w h o  w o u ld  b e  g lad  to  h e a r  f ro m  
a n y  2 / r o th  m e n  w h o  a re  n o t  a lre a d y  o n  h is  reg is te r . 
H is  a d d re s s  is  21 H o u n s lo w  R o a d , F e lth a m , M id d lesex .

A.H.C.

M ID D L E S E X  A R M Y  C A D E T  F O R C E  

Rebadging Cerem ony at H.M . Tow er o f London
O n  S u n d ay , Ja n u a ry  22 , 1950, a m o st m o v in g  an d  

in te re s tin g  c e rem o n y  w as c a rr ie d  o u t  a t  H .M . T o w e r  o f 
L o n d o n . I t  w as th e  fo rm a l a ffilia tion  a n d  reb a d g in g  o f  
m em b e rs  o f  N o s. 93 a n d  9 4  B a tte rie s , 9 th  C o u n ty  o f  
M id d lesex  C a d e t R e g im e n t,  w h o  h av e  rec e n tly  b eco m e 
affilia ted  to  6 0 4 th  (M .)  L .A .A ./S .L . R eg im e n t, R-A. 
(R .F .) ,  T .A .

F o r  th e  b en e fit o f  rea d e rs  i t  is  c o n s id e red  th a t  a  little  
o f  th e  b ac k g ro u n d  h is to ry  lead in g  u p  to  th is  cerem ony  
w ill b e  o f  in te re s t. I n  a cco rd an ce  w ith  W a r  Office 
p o licy  th e  C o u n ty  o f  M id d le sex  C a d e t  C o m m itte e  have 
rec e n tly  c a rried  o u t  a  c o m p le te  reo rg an isa tio n  o f  the  
A rm y  C a d e t F o rc e  u n its  in  th e  c o u n ty . T h is  has m ean t 
th a t ,  in  m an y  cases, su b -u n its  w h o  w ere  fo rm erly  
affiliated to  th e  M id d le sex  R e g im e n t h ave  n o w  b een  
affilia ted  to  th e ir  local T e r r i to r ia l  A rm y  u n its . B y th is  
i t  is  h o p e d  th a t  c loser lia iso n  w ill lead  to  a ssistance  on  
a  m u tu a l b asis a n d , so fa r  as th e  cad ets  a re  co n cern ed , 
a ssis tan ce  o n  an  “  e ld e r  b ro th e r ,  y o u n g e r b ro th e r  ”  
b asis . I t  a lso  m ean s th a t  w h a t is  n o w  b eco m in g  a 
n a tu ra l c irc le  w ill b e  c losed , i.e . f ro m  C a d e t to  N a tio n a l 
S erv ice  m a n  to  T e r ri to r ia l  A rm y  so ld ier.

A ll ca d e t u n its  c o n tin u e  to  b e  affilia ted  th ro u g h  th e ir  
u n i t  h e a d q u a r te rs  to  th e  C o u n ty  R e g im en t. S u b -u n its  
a re  affiliated to  v a rio u s  A rm s o f  th e  S erv ice , su c h  as 
th e  R .A ., R oyal S igna ls, R .A .S .C .,  R .E .M .E .,  P a rach u te  
R e g im e n t, etc.

T h e  m o rn in g  o f  th e  c e rem o n y  w as co ld  a n d  m isty .



an d  th e  g rey  to w e rs  o f  th is  m o s t a n c ie n t fo rtre ss  le n t  a 
so lem n  b a c k g ro u n d  to  th e  cerem o n y .

H .M . T o w e r  o f  L o n d o n  is  th e  b ir th p la c e  o f  th e  R oyal 
F u s ilie rs . T h is  fam o u s  re g im e n t w as b o m  fro m  th e  
a n c ie n t O rd n a n c e  C o m p a n ie s  (g u n n e rs )  w h o  w ere  
s ta tio n e d  th e re  in  th e  1 7 th  c e n tu ry . T h e i r  b a d g e , th e  
b u rs t in g  fu s il  w ith  th e  d o u b le  ro se  en c lo se d  in  th e  
g a rte r ,  can  s till be  seen  o n  so m e  o f  th e  o ld  c a n n o n  in  
th e  T o w e r .

I t  w as, th e re fo re , r ig h t  a n d  p ro p e r  th a t  th is  c e rem o n y  
s h o u ld  b e  h e ld  in  su c h  a  p lace .

T h e  c e rem o n y  c o m m e n c ed  w ith  th e  tw o  C a d e t  B a t­
te rie s , o n  th e  r ig h t  ( th e  p lace  o f  h o n o u r ) ,  to g e th e r  w ith  
d e ta c h m e n ts  o f  th e  m ale  a n d  fem ale  m em b e rs  o f  6 0 4 th  
(M .) L .A .A . S .L . R e g im e n t,  R .A . (R .F .) ,  T .A .,  fo rm in g  
u p  o n  th e  p a ra d e  g ro u n d  in  f ro n t  o f  th e  W h ite  T o w e r . 
T h e  p a ra d e  rece iv ed  th e  C o lo n e l o f  th e  R o y a l F u s ilie rs , 
M a j.-G e n . J . F . H a r te r ,  D .S .O .,  M .C .,  w ith  a  g en e ra l 
sa lu te . O th e r  d is t in g u is h e d  g u es ts  p r e s e n t ,  am o n g  
w h o m  w ere  in c lu d e d  G ro u p -C a p ta in  A . S . W . D o re ,
C .B ., D .S .O .,  T .D . ,  D .L . ,  C h a irm a n , M id d le sex  
T e r r i to r ia l  a n d  A u x ilia ry  F o rc es  A sso c ia tio n , B rig.
E . E . F .  B ak er, C .B .E .,  D .S .O . ,  M .C .,  T .D . ,  D .L . ,
A .D .C .,  J .P .,  C h a irm a n , M id d le sex  C o u n ty  C a d e t  C o m ­
m itte e , B rig . B . B . R a c k h a m , C .B .E .,  M .C .,  D .L . ,  S ec­
r e ta ry , M id d le sex  T e r r i to r ia l  a n d  A u x ilia ry  F o rc es  
A sso c ia tio n  a n d  C a d e t  C o m m itte e , C o l. G iles , C .B .E .,

C h a irm a n , C o u n ty  o f  L o n d o n  C a d e t  C o m m itte e , Col. R.
D . S h e rb ro o k e -W alk e r, T .D . ,  D .L . ,  C om m andant, 
C o u n ty  o f  M id d le sex  A rm y  C a d e t F o rc e , a n d  L t.-C o l. S. 
M ira m s , M .C .,  T .D . ,  D .L . ,  H o n o ra ry  C olonel, 9th 
C o u n ty  o f  M id d le sex  C a d e t R e g im e n t, p ro ceed ed  to  the 
sa lu tin g  dais.

A fte r  in sp e c tin g  th e  p a ra d e  M a j.-G e n . H a r te r  spoke. 
H e  re fe rre d  to  th e  lo n g  a n d  c lose  assoc ia tion  that 
ex is te d  b e tw e en  th e  R o y a l F u s ilie rs  a n d  th e  Middlesex 
R e g im e n t a n d  o f  h o w  th ey  h a d  fo u g h t to g e th e r  an d  both 
s till c e le b ra te d  th e  fam o u s b a ttle  o f  A lbuhera . He 
w e lco m ed  th ese  y o u n g  so ld ie rs  to  th e  b ir th p la c e  o f th e 
R e g im e n t th e y  w ere  a b o u t  to  jo in  th ro u g h  th e ir  affiliation 
to  6 0 4 th  (M .)  L .A .A . S .L . R e g im e n t, R .A ., w h o , he re­
m in d e d  th e m , w e re  fo rm e rly  R o y a l F u s ilie rs  an d  who, 
b y  p e rm iss io n  o f  H is  M a je s ty , c o n tin u e d  to  w ear the 
b a d g e  o f  th e  R e g im e n t, a lth o u g h  th e y  w e re  n o w  gunners.

N o w  fo llow ed  w h a t, to  m a n y , w as th e  m o st moving 
p a r t  o f  th e  c e re m o n y , th e  e x ch an g e  o f  b ad g es. After 
rem o v in g  th e  cap  b ad g e  o f  th e  M id d le sex  R egim ent, 
w h ic h  m an y  h a d  w o rn  p ro u d ly  fo r  a  lo n g  tim e , cadets 
cam e u p  to  th e  d a is  in  s ing le  file to  receive th e ir  new 
b a d g e  o f  th e  R o y a l F u s ilie rs .

H a v in g  reg a in e d  th e ir  ran k s  a n d  in se r te d  th e ir  ne* 
b a d g e , th e  w h o le  p a ra d e  m a rc h e d  p a s t  th e  saluting 
b ase, M a j.-G e n . H a r te r  tak in g  th e  sa lu te , a n d  f r o m  there 
in to  th e  C h u rc h  o f  S t. P e te r  A d  V in c u la  fo r  a service 0

D.I jbu

thanksgiving a n d  ded ication- F o llo w in g  th e  serv ice, 
trhich w as m o st im p ress iv e ly  c o n d u c te d  b y  th e  R ev . 
R. M . L a  P o r te -P a y n e , S .C .F .,  all filed  o u t  a n d  officers, 
»■arrant officers a n d  o th e r  ran k s, in c lu d in g  th e  c a d e ts , 
each w e n t to  th e i r  resp ec tiv e  M esses , w h e re  a ll w ere  
en tertained in  reg im en ta l fash ion .

L a ter , b y  p e rm iss io n  o f  th e  R e s id en t G o v e rn o r , 
everyone w as p riv ileg ed  to  see th e  C ro w n  Jew els. W h a t 
a m agn ificen t s ig h t th e y  w ere  1 A ll th e  ad jec tiv es  in  
the E n g lish  lan g u ag e  a re  ex h a u ste d  in  a tte m p tin g  to  
describe th ese  sym bols o f  B r itish  h is to ry  a n d  ro y al 
majesty.

So e n d e d  w h a t, to  m an y  o f  th ese  y o u n g  so ld ie rs , w ill 
! undoub ted ly  b e  a r e d  le t te r  day  a n d , i t  is  h o p e d , an 

inspiration fo r th e ir  fu tu re  lives a n d  serv ice, w h e th e r  i t  
be as so ld ie r  o r  c ivilian.

H O R N S E Y  “  D IE -H A R D S  ”  C L U B
By th e  tim e  th ese  n o te s  h ave  a p p e a re d  in  p r in t ,  w e 

should h av e  h e ld  o u r  fo u r th  a n n u a l genera l m ee tin g  a n d  
be in  o u r  f if th  y ea r o f  ex is ten ce . I t  is , th e re fo re , f ittin g  
perhaps to  rev iew  th e  ac tiv itie s  o f  th e  C lu b  o v e r th e  las t 
four y ea rs  a n d  see w h e th e r  w e  h av e  a c co m p lish e d  th a t  
which w e se t o u t  to  do .

O u r  o b jec t in  th e  f irs t in s ta n c e  w as tw o -fo ld . F i rs t ,  
to have a ren d e z v o u s  w h e re  o ld  m em b e rs  o f  th e  B a t­
talion c o u ld  m e e t  a n d  ta lk  o v e r o ld  tim e s, a n d , second ly , 
to h e lp  to  k eep  th e  m em b e rs  to g e th e r  so  th a t  th o se  
eligible fo r  re jo in in g  c o u ld  b e  k e p t  u p  to  d a te  w ith  th e  
situation as  to  th e  re fo rm a tio n  o f  t h e  B a tta lio n . I t  w as 
then su g g e ste d  th a t  th e  O .C .A . sh o u ld  b eco m e  local 
m em bers o f  th e  R e g im e n ta l A sso c ia tio n  a n d  th a t  a ll 
m em bers o f  th e  R e g im e n t s h o u ld  b e c o m e  e lig ib le  to  
join W e  fe ll in  lin e  a n d  b ecam e  th e  H o rn se y  “  D ie - 
Hards ”  C lu b , a n d , as th e  D r i ll  H a ll was n o t  o p e n , we 

! established o u r  h e a d q u a r te r s  a t th e  “  N ig h tin g a le ,”  a n d  
our o ld  f r ie n d , P e rcy  S h o r te n , p u t  a  ro o m  a t  o u r  d isp o sa l 

I every W e d n e sd a y  ev en in g .
In  th e  f ir s t  y e a r  161 m em b e rs  jo in ed . T h is  d ro p p e d  

to 117 th e  n e x t  y e a r, w e n t  u p  to  127 in  th e  n e x t,  a n d  
dropped to  81 in  1949- L  is  h o p e d  I*131 ^  
will g o  u p  a g a in  in  t h e  co m in g  y e a r  a n d  th e  “  s ta lw arts  
can c o n s id e rab ly  h e lp  in  th is  b y  m ak in g  th e ir  p a ls  com e 
along a n d  jo in . .

T h e  C lu b  h a s  su b sc r ib e d  ap p ro x im a te ly  ¿7 5  to  th e  
Regim ental W a r  M e m o ria l C o tta g e  H o m e s , as  th e  re su lt  
of a d an ce , sale o f  “  co ttag e  s ta m p s ,”  a n d  co llec tin g

M an y  cases o f  h a rd s h ip  h ave  b e e n  in v es tig a ted  b y  th e  
Secretary a n d  re c o m m e n d e d  to  th e  R eg im e n ta l A ssocia­
tion fo r  a ssis tan ce , w h ic h  h as  b e e n  fo rth c o m in g .

W e w e re  fo r tu n a te  to  h av e  th e  C lu b  R o o m  a t  th e  
Drill H a ll p u t  a t  o u r  d isp o sa l o n  W e d n esa y  ev en in g s  b y  
the C .O . o f  th e  7 th  B a tta lio n  w h e n  th ey  re - fo rm e d , a n d  
some v e ry  g o o d  fu n c tio n s  h av e  b e e n  h e ld  th e re  th ro u g h -
out th e  p e rio d . , , ,

F ro m  th e  fo reg o in g , i t  is  c o n s id e red  th a t  w e  h ave  
I accom plished  th a t  w h ic h  w e se t o u t  to  d o , a n d  o u r  
I thanks a re  d u e  to  a ll th o se  w h o  h ave  h e lp e d  to  k eep  th e  
I Club g o ing . T h e r e  is s ti ll  m u c h  th a t  c o u ld  b e  d o n e .
I Are y o u  d o in g  y o u r  b i t  ? TTt m  »

H o rn sey  D ie -H a r d .

Conclusion of 
A  JO U R N E Y  T H R O U G H  A F R IC A

By  L t .-C ol. S. F. W . M . del Coubt, M.C.

I  le ft  W h ite  R iv e r  in  th e  m o rn in g  a n d  in  a b o u t  an  
h o u r  a rr iv ed  a t  th e  en tra n c e  to  th e  K ru g e r  N a tio n a l 
P a rk . T h e  a re a  o f  th e  p a rk  is th e  size o f  W ales. I t  is a 
co m p le te ly  n a tu ra l  rese rv e . I t  is  n o t  fen ced . T h e r e  is 
n o th in g  to  p re v e n t  th e  an im a ls leav ing  o r  e n te r in g  th e  
p a rk . L a te ly , o w in g  to  sh o rta g e  o f  w a te r, m an y  h ave  
m o v ed  o u t  a n d  fe ll v ic tim s  to  p o ach ers . T h e re  is  a 
p la n  a t  th e  m o m e n t to  t r y  a n d  raise  a fu n d  so  as  to  
im p ro v e  th e  w a te r  b y  b o rin g .

I  p a id  m y  en tra n c e  fee  a n d  c o n firm ed  m y  reserv a tio n s  
a t  th e  v a rio u s  re s t  cam p s. T h e  W a rd e n  su g g ested  to  m e 
th a t  o n  m y  w ay  to  th e  c am p  a t  P re to r iu s  K o p  I  sh o u ld  
m ake a  d e to u r  o f  so m e  m ile s, as lions h a d  b e e n  re p o r te d  
th e re  th a t  m o rn in g . I  to o k  h is  ad v ice  a n d  a fte r  d riv in g  
fo r  a n  h o u r  saw  som e cars  d raw n  u p  a t  th e  s id e  o f  th e  
ro ad . I  ta lk e d  to  o n e  o f  th e  o c c u p an ts  a n d  th e y  p o in te d  
o u t  to  m e  a  p r id e  o f  a b o u t  n in e  lio n s  w h o  w e re  su n n in g  
th em se lv es  o n  som e ro ck s  o n  a k o p je  to o  y a rd s  o r  so  f ro m  
th e  ro ad . I t  w as lu ck y  I  w e n t  o u t  o f  m y  w ay , fo r  th ey  
w ere  th e  on ly  lio n s  I  saw  d u r in g  th e  fo u r  days I  sp e n t 
in  th e  reserve.

Y o u  m u s t  k eep  to  th e  ro ad s  a n d  s tay  in  y o u r  car, 
a n d  y o u  m u s t  b e  in  cam p  a t  su n se t. T h e  cam p s a re  
s u rro u n d e d  b y  a  b a rb e d  w ire  fen ce , a n d  a t  th e  gates y o u  
can  see a t  w h a t  tim e  th e  g a te s  a re  o p e n e d  a n d  closed .
I  w as n o t  aw are  th a t  th e  p a rk  w as d ry , so  I  h a d  n o t  
b ro u g h t a n y th in g  w ith  m e  a n d  h a d , p e rfo rc e , to  b e  o n  
th e  “ w a te r  c a r t ”  w h ils t  I  w as th e re . T h e re  a re  
ex cellen t re s ta u ra n ts  w h e re  y o u  can  ge t m ea ls , o r  yo u  
r - .n  b r in g  y o u r  o w n  fo o d  a n d  cook i t  o n  th e  cam p  fires. 
T h e re  are" sh o w ers  a n d  b a th s  a n d  c o n s ta n t h o t w ater.
I  s le p t each  n ig h t  in  a  ro n d av e l, a sm all c irc u la r  h u t  con­
ta in in g  tw o  b e d s , b u t  th e  seaso n  h a d  o n ly  ju s t  o p en ed  
a n d  I  d id  n o t  h av e  to  sh a re  it. T h e  p a rk  is  o n ly  o p e n  fo r 
five m o n th s  in  th e  y ea r. T h e  rem a in d e r  i t  is  closed  to  
th e  p u b lic  o n  a c co u n t o f  th e  m o sq u ito e s  a n d  in  th e  rarny  
seaso n  th e  ro ad s  b e c o m e  im p assab le .

I  m ad e  a  lis t  o f  th e  an im als  I  saw : lio n s , giraffe, 
h ip p o , z eb ra , w arth o g s , w a te r-b u c k , im p a la , w ild eb eest, 
k u d u , sab le  an te lo p e , b u ffa lo  a n d  m o n k ey s. T h e  b u d s  
o n e  sees m o s t f re q u e n tly  a re  th e  h o m b il ls ,  o r  to u can s  
as th e y  a re  so m etim es in co rrec tly  called.

M y  m o st in te re s tin g  ex p e rien ce  w as w h e n  tu rn in g  a 
c o m e r  I  cam e face to  face  w ith  a  g iraffe  w h ic h  w as on ly  
6 f t. h ig h . I  do  n o t  k n o w  w h o  w as th e  m o re  su rp r ise d , 
th e  y o u n g s te r  o r  m y se lf. I  lo o k ed  a ro u n d , b u t  saw  
n o th in g  u n til  w ith  a  leap  th e  y o u n g  giraffe jo in ed  its  
m o th e r , w h o  w as s ta n d in g  m o tio n le ss  u n d e r  a tree . 
T h e y  a re  so  b e a u tifu lly  m a rk e d  a n d  cam o u flag ed  i t  is  
d ifficu lt to  sp o t th e m  u n less  th e y  a re  o n  th e  m o v e. I  
also  saw  so m e  o s tr ich e s  o r  secre ta ry  b ird s  a n d  n u m ero u s  
F ra n k lin s , v e ry  s im ila r to  th e  E n g lish  p a rtr id g e . A s one  
ap p ro ach es  L e ta b a  o n e  com es across n o tices  w h ic h  rea d : 
“  B ew are! Y o u  a re  n o w  in  e le p h a n t c o u n try  a n d  y o u  
sh o u ld  o n  n o  a c co u n t a p p ro a c h  to  w ith in  50 y a rd s  o f  
th ese  an im a ls , as th e y  a re  h ig h ly  d a n g e ro u s .”  I  saw  
som e c rossing  th e  r iv e r  n e a r  L e ta b a . T h e y  w e re  a 
m o re  b ro w n  c o lo u r th a n  th o se  I  h av e  seen  in  th e  zoos 
an d  th ey  h ave  v e ry  large  e a rs , u n lik e  th e  In d ia n
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e le p h a n ts . I n  th e i r  w ild  s ta te  th e y  a re  u n c e r ta in -  
te m p e re d  an im a ls . I  m e t  a  N e w  Z e a la n d e r  a t L o u is  
T r ic h a rd  w h o  to ld  m e  h e  n e v e r  w a n te d  to  see  K ru g e r  
P a rk  aga in . H e  h a d  a m o s t h a ir - ra is in g  ex p e rien ce . 
H e  h a d  e n c o u n te re d  a b u ll  e le p h a n t  o n  th e  ro a d  an d , 
as th e  a n im a l se em e d  to  h av e  n o  in te n tio n  o f  m o v in g , 
h e  s ta r te d  to  tu r n  h is  c a r  ro u n d  a n d  th e  e le p h a n t  s ta r te d  
to  ad v a n ce , e n d in g  b y  c h a rg in g  th e  c a r  ju s t  as h e  w as 
g o ing  aw ay. L u c k ily , h e  o n ly  c a u g h t i t  a  g lan c in g  b low  
w ith  h is  tu sk s  a n d  d id  n o t  capsize  th e  ca r, b u t  I  co u ld  
p la in ly  see w h e re  th e  p a in t  h a d  b e e n  sc ra p e d  o ff  th e  
sid e  o f  th e  c a r  a n d  th e  f ro n t  w in g  sm ash ed .

I  s p e n t  th e  la s t n ig h t  a t th e  m o s t  n o r th e rn  c am p  a t 
P u n d a  M a ria  a n d  n e x t  d ay  w e n t  to  th e  M o u n ta in  I n n  a t  
L o u is  T r ic h a rd ,  a v e ry  f in e  h o te l  a b o u t  4 ,5 0 0  f t.  u p  
w ith  m ag n ific e n t v iew s o v e r th e  s u r ro u n d in g  c o u n try .
I  a rr iv e d  ju s t  b e fo re  lu n c h  a n d  th o ro u g h ly  a p p re c ia te d  
a g in  a n d  to n ic  a fte r  m y  e n fo rc e d  ab s tin e n ce .

I  s p e n t  tw o  n ig h ts  th e re  a n d  th e n  m o v ed  o n  to  
R h o d e s ia , c ro ss in g  th e  f ro n tie r  a t  B e it B rid g e . T h e  
ro ad s  in  R h o d e s ia  a re  s tr ip  ro a d s ;  th a t  is to  say , th e re  
a re  tw o  s tr ip s  o f  ta rm a c  th e  w id th  o f  a  ca r. I t  r e q u ire s  a  
ce rta in  a m o u n t  o f  c o n c en tra tio n  to  d r iv e  ex ac tly  o n  th e  
s tr ip s . I f  y o u  m e e t  a n  o n c o m in g  c a r  y o u  g ive  h im  th e  
r ig h t  s tr ip . T h e  r e s t  o f  th e  ro a d  is g rav e l. I n  m an y  
w ay s  th ey  a re  b e tte r  th a n  th e  c o rru g a te d  g rav e l ro ad s  
in  th e  U n io n . I  s ta y e d  a t  B u law ayo . T h e  s tre e ts  a re  
v e ry  w id e  a n d  i t  is  a  w e ll-p la n n e d  m o d e rn  to w n . T h e  
reaso n  th e  s tre e ts  a re  so  w id e  is  th a t  w h e n  th e y  w e re  f irs t 
b u ilt  i t  w as  n e c essa ry  fo r  th e  ro ad s  to  b e  w id e  en o u g h  
to  tu r n  a te a m  o f  o x e n  in .

N e x t  d ay  I  d ro v e  to  th e  V ic to ria  F a lls . I  w o n d e re d  
i f  I  s h o u ld  b e  d isa p p o in te d . I  h a d  b e e n  w h e n  I  h a d  
f irs t se en  th e  P y ra m id s , fo r  i t  is , u n fo r tu n a te ly , tru e  
m o re  o f te n  th a n  w e ca re  to  a d m it  t h a t  g re a t  n a tu ra l  
p h e n o m e n a  a re  m o re  im p re ss iv e  in  b o o k s  th a n  in  rea lity .
I  th o u g h t  it  s im p ly  te rr if ic . I t  is fa sc in a tin g  a n d  
a p p a llin g . T h e  w id th  o f  th e  Z a m b es i a t  th e  F a lls  is 
1 ,900 y d . T h e  m e a n  h e ig h t  o f  th e  m a in  fa ll  is  353 ft. 
T h e  ro a r  o f  th e  w a te r  a n d  th e  h e ig h t  o f  th e  sp ra y  th ro w n  
u p  m u s t  m ak e  i t  o n e  o f  th e  w o n d e rs  o f  th e  w o rld . T h e re  
is  a  n e v e r-e n d in g  ra in b o w  o v er th e  F a lls  ca u se d  b y  th e  
sp ra y . W h a t a p p e a le d  to  m e  is  th a t ,  a lth o u g h  w ith in  a 
s to n e ’s th ro w  is  th e  m o s t lu x u rio u s  h o te l  in  A frica , i t  is 
n o t  co m m e rc ia lised  o r  artific ia l. I n  th e  ra in  fo re s t close 
to  th e  falls th em se lv e s  a re  sm all su m m e r  h o u se s  w h e re  
o n e  can  s it  a n d  w a tc h  th e  falls w ith o u t g e tt in g  d ren c h e d , 
b u t  th e re  a re  n o  ra ilin g s  to  p re v e n t  o n e  fa llin g  o r  
th ro w in g  o n e se lf  o v e r th e  e d g e , n o  n o tic e s  w a rn in g  one. 
W h a t m ak es it  so  im p re ss iv e  is , I  th in k , th a t ,  u n til  it 
falls in to  sp ace , th e  r iv e r  is  q u ite  t ra n q u il,  th o u g h  th e  
c u rre n t  ab o v e  th e  falls m u s t  b e  v e ry  s tro n g . I to o k  th e  
o p p o r tu n ity  to  fly  o v e r  th e m  o n e  m o rn in g  in  a  m o th  
a n d  rece iv ed  a * “  ra s p b e r ry  ”  f ro m  th e  A .O .C . a t 
B ulaw ayo o n  m y  r e tu rn in g  th e re  a n d  lu n c h in g  w ith  h im . 
T h e  c o u n try  is so  c o v e re d  w ith  s h ru b  th a t  i f  y o u  h av e  a 
fo rc e d  lan d in g  y o u  h av e  h a d  it. T h e r e  h a d  b e e n  a b ad  
a c c id e n t a  m o n th  p rev io u s ly  a n d  I  w as to ld  i t  w as fool­
h a rd y  in  a s in g le -e n g in e d  p lan e  o v e r  th a t  c o u n try .

I  m ad e  a  la u n c h  e x c u rs io n  to  K a n d a h a r  Is la n d  a n d  
saw  n u m e ro u s  h ip p o  a n d  c ro co d iles  su n n in g  th em se lv es  
o n  s a n d b an k s  o r  t re e  t ru n k s . W e  w e n t v e ry  c lose  to  one

fa rad

o n  a  tre e  a n d  h e  s lip p e d  s ilen tly  b ack w ard s  in to  the 
r iv e r  w ith o u t  a sp lash .

I n  th e  e v e n in g  I  w e n t  fo r  a n  h o u r  in  a canoe paddled 
b y  fo u r  n a tiv e s  a n d  tro l le d  fo r  t ig e r  fish. T h ey  are 
s im ila r  to  th e  m a h se e r: la rg e  scales, re d  fins and
fo rm id a b le  te e th . Y o u  h av e  a  sm all s p o o n  a n d  w ire  trace 
a n d  w h e n  y o u  to u c h  a  fish  y o u  m u s t  s tr ik e  very  hard, 
fo r  th e y  h ave  a v e ry  b o n y  ro o f  to  th e i r  m o u th s . W hen 
h o o k ed  th e y  f ig h t v e ry  w ell a n d  ju m p  a b o u t a yard  out 
o f  th e  w a te r  t ry in g  to  shake  th e  h o o k  o u t. I  caught 
fo u r  th e  w eek  I  w as th e r e ;  th e  b ig g es t w as 6 lb .

I  r e tu rn e d  to  B u law ayo , p a ss in g  th e  W am k ie  coalfield 
o n  m y  w ay , th e  la rg es t coal m in e  in  th e  w o rld . The 
d ifficu lty  is  to  g e t  th e  coal aw ay , fo r  th e  railw ay is a 
s in g le -trac k  l in e  a n d  th e  n e a re s t p o r t  is B e ira , in  Portu ­
g u ese  E a s t  A frica , sev era l h u n d re d  m iles aw ay.

W h e n  I  w as a t  B u law ay o  I  w e n t to  th e  M atopos and 
saw  C e c il R h o d e s ’s g rav e . A  p a th  h as  b e e n  c u t to  the 
su m m it  a n d  w h e n  y o u  re a c h  th e  to p  y o u  see the 
“  W o rld ’s V iew  ”  s tre tc h in g  aw ay  fo r  50  m iles. A t your 
fe e t  is  R h o d e s ’s grave.

I t  is  n o t  su rp r is in g  th a t  in  S o u th  A frica , a n d  especially 
in  R h o d e s ia , y o u  f in d  s ta tu e s  a n d  m em o ria ls  t o  th a t great 
m an . H e  le ft S o u th  A frica  to  r e tu r n  to  O rie l College, 
O x fo rd , a t  th e  age o f  e ig h teen  a n d  w o u ld  in te rru p t his 
s tu d ie s  o f  R o m a n  h is to ry  to  b u y  a  p u m p in g  m ach ine  and 
se n d  i t  o u t  to  th e  d iam o n d  m in es . H e  w as a  millionaire 
lo n g  b e fo re  h e  w as th ir ty  a n d  d ied  b e fo re  h e  was fifty. 
H e  d ied  a t  a co ttag e  n e a r  M u iz e n b e rg  o n  th e  False Bay 
c o ast, w h ic h  is  p re se rv e d  as a n a tio n a l m o n u m en t.

I  le f t  B u law ay o  fo r  S a lisb u ry  a n d  s ta y e d  a few  nights 
en  ro u te  a t G w elo , w h e re  I  p lay e d  so m e  g o lf  a n d  visited 
S a lu w k i, w h e re  th e re  a re  so m e  g o ld  m in e s , a n d  watched 
a n a tiv e  so cce r m a tc h . S a lisb u ry  is  a  fine  city , with 
s p le n d id  a v en u es  a n d  im p re ss iv e  G o v e rn m e n t buildings. 
T h e  s tre e ts  a re  l in e d  w i th  tre e s  a n d  w h e n  th e  jacaranda 
tre e s  a re  in  f lo w er i t  m u s t  b e  a  m arv e llo u s  sight. I 
v is ite d  th e  m u n ic ip a l  g a rd e n s , w h ic h  h a d  a  gay display 
o f  flo w ers , a n d  I  p lay e d  g o lf  a t  a  v e ry  g o o d  course and 
a lso  w e n t to  th e  C o u n try  C lu b , w h e re  th e re  a re  facilities 
fo r  e v e ry  g am e , p o lo  g ro u n d s , ru g g e r  g ro u n d s, tennis 
c o u rts ,  sq u a sh , ev en  b a d m in to n  n o t  b e in g  forgotten.

F r o m  S a lisb u ry  I  w e n t n o r th  th ro u g h  Portuguese 
E a s t  A frica  to  N y a sa la n d . T h e  ro ad s  w ere  v e ry  bad  and 
d u s ty  a n d  w e  h a d  a n  in te rm in a b le  w a it  a t  T e te  before 
w e  c o u ld  c ro ss  th e  Z a m b es i in  a  v e ry  p rim itiv e  ferry- 
T h e  lu n c h e o n  a t th e  h o te l  w as a  farce  an d , except for 
th e  so u p  a n d  so m e  fig  jelly , q u ite  u n su ita b le  to  our 
p a la te s, as a ll th e  fo o d  w as s a tu ra te d  in  garlic.

S om e w ay  b e y o n d  T e te  w e  h a d  to  s to p  a t  a  tsetse try 
p o s t a n d  a n  official cam e a n d  sp ra y e d  th e  in sid e  of tne 
c a r  w i th  D D T .  j

A fte r  a s h o r t  w h ile  w e  a rr iv ed  a t th e  C usto m s an 
e v e n tu a lly  re a c h e d  B la n ty re . a  p lea sa n t p i® *- ‘ _
in te n tio n  h a d  b e e n  to  go  to  C a p e  M a cC le a r an d  nsn 
th e  L a k e  N y a sa  a n d  a lso  d o  so m e  d u c k  shoo ting . H o -  
ev e r, in s te a d  o f  c a tch in g  fish  I  c a u g h t a  ch ill  an d  ”  ,
to  b e d  w ith  d o u b le  p n e u m o n ia  a n d  p leu r isy . M y  m  
w e n t o n  to  M a c C le a r  w i th  a  d is tr ic t  com m issioner, o 
th e  f ish in g  w as n o  good . I t  u su a lly  is f irs t class- 
riv e rs  fee d in g  th e  lake  b r in g  fo o d  d o w n  a n d  you 
th e  fish  a t  th e  m o u th s  o f  th e  r iv e rs , b u t ,  ow ing  to  
p ro lo n g e d  d ro u g h t,  n o  w a te r  o r  fo o d  has flow ed  in
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lake a n d  th e  fish  h av e  d isp e rsed  a n d  g o n e  e lsew h ere  to  
<eek th e i r  fo o d , a n d  as  th e  lak e  is  e n o rm o u s  i t  w o u ld  b e  
difficult to  k n o w  w h e re  to  b eg in . O w in g  to  lac k  o f  w a te r, 
die m arsh es  a n d  sm all p o n d s  h av e  also  d r ie d  o u t  a n d  th e  

i duck w e re  n o t  in .
‘ M y  f rie n d  to o k  m y  car b ack  to  S a lisb u ry  a n d  I  
\ « tu rn e d  b y  a ir . T h e  d istan ces  a re  so  g re a t  o u t  h e re  
I mat a ir  tra v e l  is  u n d o u b te d ly  th e  an sw er. S ir  A lfred  
I md L a d y  B e it, w h o m  I  k n o w , w e re  o n  m y  p lan e . T h e y  
: have a  h o u se  a t  C ap e  M a cC le a r a n d  w ere  g o in g  to  
1 Salisbury fo r  o n e  n ig h t  a n d  f ly in g  to  N a iro b i  n e x t  d ay  

tad  g o in g  o n  a  m o n th ’s safari.
‘ A fte r  s tay in g  a t  S a lisb u ry  fo r  so m e  tim e  I  m o v ed  o n  
'  to F o r t  V ic to ria . N e a r ly  th e  w h o le  o f  R h o d e s ia  is  v e ry  
i high; S a lisb u ry  is  a b o u t 5 ,000 f t . ,  b u t  F o r t  V ic to r ia  is  
: is m u ch  lo w e r a n d  i t  w as m u c h  w a rm e r , to  m y  d e lig h t.

1 I took a  d r iv e  to  th e  Z im b a b w e  ru in s , a n  ag e -o ld  r id d le  o f  
Rhodesia, fo r  n o  a rch aeo lo g is t h as  e v e r  b e e n  ab le  to  say 

' who b u ilt  th e m  o r  w h a t  t r ib e s  in h a b ite d  th em .
I  le f t  F o r t  V ic to r ia  o n e  m o rn in g  a t  6 o’c lock , fo r  I  

1 tnew  th e  d ay  w o u ld  b e  v e ry  h o t .  I  h a d  b reak fast a t  
; S o’clock  a t  a n  h o te l  a t  L u n d i.  B e tw een  th e re  a n d  B eit 

Bridge I  saw  q u ite  a  lo t  o f  gam e, in c lu d in g  g iraffe  a n d  
tebra, a n d  n a rro w ly  m isse d  h itt in g  a d u ik er, w h ic h  le a p t  
axoss th e  ro a d  in  f ro n t  o f  th e  car. T h e y  a re  a  sm all 
bur v e ry  g rac e fu l an te lo p e .

I  s ta v e d  tw o  n ig h ts  a t  th e  M o u n ta in  I n n  a t  L o u is  
T rich a rd , w h e re  I  h a d  s tay ed  o n  m y  w ay  u p , a n d  firom 
there w e n t  o n  t o  P re to r ia  o n  a  sh o ck in g  ro ad . T h e y  a re  
a  w o rk  o n  th e  ro a d  a n d  th e re  a re  m an y  d iversions.

; P re to r ia  is  a  b e a u tifu l  to w n . U p o n  th e  n o r th e rn  h e ig h t 
j is th e  g re a t  b u ild in g  e re c te d  to  sy m b o lise  th e  u n io n  o f  th e  
; four p ro v in ces  a n d  to  h o u se  th e  ad m in is tra tio n . I t  has 

been sa id  t h a t  C ec il R h o d e s  n ev e r m ad e  a  b e t te r  in v est-  
: ment th a n  w h e n  h e  se n t H e rb e r t  B aker, th e  a rc h ite c t,
. to G reece  a n d  I ta ly .

I  w e n t to  P re s id e n t  K ru g e r ’s h o u se , w h ic h  is  one  o f  
the m o s t  in te re s t in g  m u se u m s in  th e  c o u n try . T h e  

: house is  a  lo n g  w h ite  o n e -s to rie d  b u ild in g. T h e  s to ep  
is covered  a n d  h e re  th e  P re s id e n t  u s e d  to  s it  a n d  ta lk  to  
ill an d  s u n d ry  w h o  lik e d  to  v is it  h im . T h e  s to ep  is 
tanked  b v  tw o  m arb le  lio n s  g iv en  h im  b y  B arney

! Bam ato. E v e m h in g  is  ju s t  as i t  w as h a lf  a  c e n tu ry  ago.
T h a t  I  fo u n d  so  ag reeab le  w as th a t  th e re  a re  n o  fo r-  

■ inclines o r  g u id es , n o  e n tra n c e  fee . Y o u  ju s t  w a lk  in to  
i this sm all h o u se  a n d  in  th e  h a ll is a v isito rs  b o o k  a n d  a 
1 notice ask in g  o n e  to  p u t  o n e 's  n a m e  d o w n  in  th e  book.
I There w e re  o n lv  tw o  o th e r  v is ito rs  w h e n  I w as th e re ,
' m d  th e  o n ly  official in  th e  p lace  w as a  g a rd e n e r  ten d in g  
- a flow er b e d  in  th e  sm a ll g a rd e n  a t  th e  b ack  o f  th e  b o u se .

I  w e n t o v e r to  Jo h a n n e sb u rg  a n d  s tay ed  one  n ig h t
there o n  m y  w ay  s o u th . I t  is  a  v e ry  b u sy  b u sin ess  to w n  

i with m an v  sk y scrap e rs  a n d  y o u  h ave  th e  fee lin g  th a t  
1 everyone is  in  a  h u r ry . I t  is  6 ,000 f t.  a n d  a t th a t  h e ig h t 
I  I sleep b a d lv . P e rh a p s  I  a m  n o t  a lo n e  in  t h a t  re sp e c t, 
i for th e  to w n  is  aw ake th e  m o s t  o f  th e  n ig h t  a n d  th e re  is a 
] trea t d ea l o f  n ig h t  life  g o in g  on .

I t  is  fa sc in a tin g  to  d r iv e  a lo n g  th e  R a n d  a n d  see th e  
j  a in e  d u m p s . T h e  R a n d  is a  g o ld -m in in g  e n tity  ju s t  as J  the R h o n d d a  V alley , in  S o u th  T a le s ,  is  a  c o a l-m in in g  
! toe.

I  r e tu rn e d  to  D u rb a n  f ro m  J o h a n n esb u rg , s tay in g  a t 
j P ie te rm aritzb u rg . O n  th is  v is it  I w e n t to  lo o k  a t  som e

su g a r  e s ta tes , o f  w h ic h  th e re  a re  m an y  n e a r  D u rb a n  
a n d  v illages a re  en tire ly  In d ia n - T h e  c o lo u r p ro b le m  h e re  
is a d e lica te  o n e  a n d  i t  is  n o t  in  m y  p ro v in c e  to  o ffer any  
c ritic ism  o f  th e  p re s e n t  G o v e rn m e n t,  e x cep t to  say  th a t  
in  som e re sp e c ts  th e  M a la n  G o v e rn m e n t is  m o re  
rea c tio n a ry  th a n  th e  p rev io u s  o n e . T h e  c o lo u r p ro b le m , 
p a rticu la rly  as  i t  a ffects  th e  I n d ia n  q u e s tio n , is a  legacy  
o f  th e  g o o d  o r  b a d  o ld  d ay s . C h e a p  la b o u r  w as n e e d ed  
in  S o u th  A frica  a n d  th e  sw eep in g s  o f  In d ia  a llo w ed  in . 
T h e n  th e i r  c o n tra c ts  e n d e d  th e y  w ere  p e rm itte d  to
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re m a in  in  th e  c o u n try . Be in g  a s tu te  a n d  t a r  b e tte r  a t  
b u sin ess  th an  th e  n a tiv es , th e y  h av e  p ro sp e re d , o w n  sh ops 
a n d  s to res  a n d  a re  in  m an y  cases m e n  o f  su b stan ce . 
T h e y  h ave  b e e n  accu sed  o f  b e in g  u n sc ru p u lo u s  a n d  
o v er-ch a rg in g , a n d  th ese  h ave  lead  to  rio ts . T h e y  say  
th a t  i f  i t  w as  n o t  f o r  th e  w h ite  m a n  th e  n a tiv es  w o u ld  
m u rd e r  a n d  liq u id a te  th e  lo t.  T h e  v a s t  m a jo r ity  o f  th e  
In d ia n s  have b een  b o m  th e re  a n d  h ave  n e v e r  s e t  fo o t in  
In d ia .

I  re tu rn e d  to  th e  C ap e  v ia  L a d y s m ith  a n d  th e  \  an  
R e e n e n  P ass  to  H a r r is m ith . T h e  ro a d  o v er th e  p ass  was 
very  b a d , b u t  a f te r  B e th le h e m  i t  im p ro v ed . I  w e n t 
b ack  b y  easv  stages. I  lu n c h e d  a t  B lo em fo n te in , b u l  
c o u ld  n o t  g e l a  ro o m  a t  a n y  h o te l as th e  S u p re m e  C o u r t  
w as s irrin g  I t  is  th e  ju d ic ia l cap ita l o f  t h e  U n io n .

I  s p e n t  th e  n ig h t  a t  C o lesb erg  a n d  th e  fo llow ing  n ig h t 
a t  B e a u fo rt T e s t .  I t  is  v e ry  u n in te re s t in g  c o u n try , th e
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n ig h  v e ld  o r  k a ro o  as i t  is  ca lled . T h e  ro a d  w as m a r ­
ve llo u s . Y o u  c o u ld  see fo r  s tre tc h e s  fo r  n e a rly  10 m iles 
a n d  n o  tra ific . I  le f t  B e a u fo rt W e s t  a t  8 .30  o n e  m o rn in g  
w o n d e r in g  i f  I  c o u ld  g e t to  W o rc e s te r  fo r  lu n ch e o n . 
I t  w as 222  m iles. I  w as th e re  b y  12 o ’c lock . I  c ru ised  
m o s t o f  th e  w ay  a t  80  m .p .h . a n d  h a d  a n  o ccasio n a l shock  
w h e n  I  g lan c e d  a t  th e  sp e e d o m e te r  a n d  saw  I  w as d o in g  
o v e r 90.

T h e  scen e ry  b e y o n d  W o rc e s te r  i3 a m o n g s t th e  finest 
in  S o u th  A frica . I  w e n t  o v e r d u  T o i t ’s K lo o f  P ass , 
w h ic h  w as o p e n e d  th is  y ea r. T h e r e  a re  in n u m e ra b le  
h a ir -p in  b e n d s  a n d  a  tu n n e l  th ro u g h  o n e  m o u n ta in . 
T h e  m o u n ta in s  a re  sn o w  c a p p e d  a n d  t h e  sky  a d e e p  b lu e . 
I  cam e to  P aa rl. M a n y  say  i t  is th e  m o s t  b e a u tifu l  to w n  
in  th e  U n io n . I t  is  th e  g re a t  w in e  to w n  o f  th e  C ap e , 
a n d  i f  y o u  h av e  e v e r  d ru n k  S o u th  A fr ic a n  s h e rry  o r  
b ra n d y  it  m o s t p ro b a b ly  cam e  f ro m  P a a rl. I t  m ean s 
p ea rl. T h e r e  is  a  lo v ely  w h itew a sh e d  D u tc h  c h u rc h  
w ith  a  th a tc h e d  ro o f  a n d  a  s u p e rb  m o d e m  to w n  h a ll, a 
b e a u tifu l l it tle  b u i ld in g  w ith  a  S p a n ish - lo o k in g  a tr iu m  
u n d e r  a n  a rch w ay .

N e x t  d ay  I  d ro v e  in to  C a p e  T o w n  a n d  a rr iv e d  a t  th e  
M o u n t  N e ls o n  H o te l.  I  h a d  a  v e ry  su ccess fu l t r ip  
w ith o u t  o n e  in v o lu n ta ry  s to p  a n d  h a d  s tru c k  ex cellen t 
h o te ls  th ro u g h o u t  m y  trav e ls .

A n y o n e  leav in g  th e  S e rv ice  a n d  c o n te m p la t in g  em i­
g ra t in g  o u t  h e re  m ig h t  lik e  to  h a v e  a  few  o f  m y  p e rso n a l 
im p re ss io n s . F i rs t ly ,  th e re  is  n o t  th e  sh a d o w  o f  d o u b t 
t h a t  b o th  S o u th  A fric a  a n d  R h o d e s ia  h av e  a  g re a t  a n d  
p ro sp e ro u s  f u tu r e  a h e ad  o f  th e m . R h o d e s ia  h as  u n to ld  
m in eral w e a lth , th e  c o p p e r  b e l t  n e a r  L u sa k a  in  N o r th e rn  
R h o d e s ia , v a s t coal fie lds a n d  g o ld , as w e ll as  o th e r  
m in e ra ls  in  S o u th e rn  R h o d e s ia . S in ce  th e  sh o rta g e  o f  
d o lla rs  to b ac c o  fa rm ers  in  R h o d e s ia  a re  re a p in g  a  r ic h  
h a rv e s t. F a rm s  h av e  in c re a se d  in  v a lu e  en o rm o u s ly . 
T h e  d e v a lu a tio n  o f  th e  p o u n d  w ill a t t r a c t  c a p ita l to  th e  
U n io n . S o u th  A fric a  is a y o u n g  c o u n try  a n d  is  aw ak en ­
in g  to  th e  fa c t  t h a t  sh e  is  a  n a tio n . T h e y  su ffe r  in  som e 
w ays f ro m  a n  in fe r io r ity  c o m p le x  a n d  r e s e n t  c ritic ism . 
M r. H a v e n g a , in  t ry in g  to  g e t  a  d o lla r  lo an  in  th e  S ta te s , 
e m p h a s ise d  th a t  i t  h a d  to  b e  o n e  w i th  n o  s tr in g s  
a tta c h ed . T h e y  re q u ire  n o  ad v ic e  o r  in te r fe re n c e  in  
th e i r  affairs a n d  a re  n o w  a b o u t to  s to p  re la y in g  th e  6 
o ’c lo ck  n ew s f ro m  L o n d o n , as th e  n ew s  h as  o n  o ccasions 
h a d  a p o litica l c o m m e n ta ry  o n  S o u th  A frica . T h e
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re c e n t  c o n fe re n c e  o f  D o m in io n  P r im e  M in isters in 
L o n d o n , w h e n  it  w as d e c id e d  th a t  a  D o m in io n  could 
s e v er i ts  lin k  w ith  th e  C ro w n  a n d  b eco m e  a  repub lic, was 
w e lco m ed  h e re . T h e re  is n o  a n ti-B r it is h  feeling  in  this 
c o u n try , b u t  u n d o u b te d ly  a w ish  to  b e  independent, 
a n d  w h e th e r  th e y  b eco m e  a r e p u b lic  in  th e  fu tu re  or not, 
re sp o n s ib le  o p in io n  h e re  rea lises  th a t  n e ith e r  South 
A fric a  n o r  E n g la n d  c a n  d o  w ith o u t  e a ch  o th e r  and  that 
th e y  a re  m o re  f irm ly  t ie d  to g e th e r  in  th e i r  o w n  interest 
t h a n  b e fo re  th e  w ar.

P A R A C H U T I N G  I N T O  M ID - C H I N A
B y  M a jo r  G . C . D aw son

E v e r  s in ce  P e a rl  H a rb o u r ,  a  sm a ll b o d y  o f  British 
officers w o rk e d  in  th e  in te r io r  o f  c h in a , ru n n in g  training 
sch o o ls  fo r  th e  C h in e se  a rm ies  in  th e  fo rw ard  areas. 
A t th e  b e g in n in g  o f  1944 th e  sch o o ls  w ere  a t P ihu  in 
C h e k ia n g , b u t  o w in g  to  Ja p an e se  a c tiv ity  th a t  summer 
th e y  h a d  to  m o v e  b a c k  to  P u c h e n g  in  N o r th  Fukien.

T h e  lin e  o f  s u p p ly  to  th ese  sch o o ls  w as, first by air 
o v e r  “  th e  H u m p  ”  to  K u n m in g ,  th e n  b y  road  via 
K w e y a n g  to  th e  ra ilh ea d  a t  T u  Y u n , fo llow ed  by rail 
v ia  K w e lin  a n d  H e n y a n y  to  L iu g a n g  o r  K u kong , and 
la s tly  b y  ro a d  to  th e  sch o o ls . T h is  t r ip  to o k  a  fortnight 
to  th re e  w eek s, d e p e n d in g  o n  lu ck  a n d  th e  weather.

I n  1944 th e  Ja p an e se  p u s h  f ro m  C h a n g sh a  dow n the 
ra ilw ay  a lm o s t re a c h e d  K w e y a n g , a n d  le ft us w ith  an 
ex tre m e ly  a w k w a rd  a ir  h o p  o v e r th e  Ja p an e se  lines to  the 
U .S .  a ir  b ases  in  K ia n g s i. A s a  r e s u lt  a  few  personnel 
cam e  a n d  w e n t,  b u t  n o  su p p lie s  o f  a n y  description 
re a c h e d  u s .

I n  Ja n u a ry , 1945, th e  Ja p an e se  se n t  co lum ns to 
d e s tro y  th e s e  a ir  b ases  a t  N a m  Y u n g , S u i C h u an  and 
K a n c h o w . W ith o u t  su p p lie s  to  m a in ta in  Chinese 
in te re s t  o u r  sch o o ls  c o u ld  n o t  fu n c tio n , a n d  o n  January 
28 w e  rec e iv ed  o rd e rs  to  ev a cu a te , leav in g  on ly  skeleton 
staffs. T h e  o n ly  v eh ic le  a t  th e  sch o o l in  w ork ing  order 
w as se n t  to  co llec t o u r  p e rso n n e l f ro m  th e  forward 
C h in e se  u n its .  A ll o u r  t ra n s p o r t  w as c h e ap  U .S . civilian 
v e h ic le s, a sse m b le d  in  R a n g o o n , w ith  B u rm ese  bodies. 
W e  b ro u g h t  th e m  u p  th e  B u rm a  R o a d  w ith  us in 
Ja n u a ry , 1942, a n d  h a d  m an a g e d  to  k eep  th em  going 
ev e r  s in ce , in  s p ite  o f  a  c o m p le te  lack  o f  spares.

W e  w e re  ex tre m e ly  lu ck y  in  h a v in g  a m an  o f great 
m e c h a n ica l in g e n u ity  to  r u n  o u r  w o rk sh o p . H e  was a 
m is s io n a ry  w h o  w a lk ed  o u t  o f  J a p an e se  in te rn m en t in 
S h a n g h a i in  1942 a n d  jo in e d  us. S ta rt in g  w ith  one small 
la th e  f ro m  H .M .S .  S a n d p ip er  h e  se t u p  a  w orkshop  with 
lo ca l p e rso n n e l  a n d , b y  1945, h a d  a reb o r in g  m achine of 
h is  o w n  m ak in g , w as sm e ltin g  ra ilw ay  stee l and  even 
c a stin g  a lu m in iu m  p is to n s , b es id es  p ro d u c in g  sue 
m in o r  th in g s  as gears a n d  p ieces o f  jee p  transm ission 
fo r  u s  a n d  th e  A m e ric a n s  in  o u r  a rea .

T h e  d ay  w e rec e iv ed  o u r  m o v e  o rd e rs  he  h ad  the 
re m a in s o f  tw o  v eh ic le s, a n d  w ith in  2 4  h o u rs  h e  pro­
d u c e d  o n e  th a t  w o rk ed . A t m id n ig h t  o n  Jan u ary  29 
w e  le f t P u c h e n g , b u t  w e re  b ack  w ith in  an  h o u r or 
fu r th e r  e n g in ee rin g . W e  le f t ag a in  a t  s ix  in  th e  m orning, 
a n d  b y  d r iv in g  fo r  27  h o u rs  w e m ad e  o u r  neighbouring 
d e p o t  a t  N in g  T u ,  40 0  k ilo m e tre s  aw ay. A t N in g  l u 
th e re  w as n o  official in fo rm a tio n , b u t  th is  w as quite a 
n o rm a l s ta te  o f  affa irs . L o c a l ru m o u r  a n d  th e  Am erican
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lad i t  t h a t  th e  Ja p an e se  h a d  o ccu p ied  all th e  b ay , 
delud ing  K a n c h o w , so  i t  w as d e c id ed  to  h e a d  fo r  C h a n g  
Ting w h e re  th e re  w as a n  a irs tr ip  o f  so rts .

H av ing  g iv en  o u r  v eh ic le  a  d ay  fo r  rep a irs  w e le ft  fo r  
the a ir s tr ip .  T h e  ro a d  w as a m in o r  o n e , n a rro w  a n d  
tough w ith  v e ry  b a d  h ill sec tio n s, a n d  th a t  a rea  h a r ­
boured o v e r 200 ac tiv e  local b a n d its . B y th a t  even ing  
we g o t to  Ja i C h in , b u t  th e  la s t 4 0  k ilo m e tre s  w ere  over 
a m o u n ta in  ran g e  w i th  a p ass  a t  a b o u t 4 ,500  fee t. T h is  
stretch w as a  m il ita ry  ro a d  w ith  g rad es  u p  to  I  in  5 
surfaced in  m u d ,  a n d  m o s t o f  th e  b rid g es  w e re  gone.
We w e n t th ro u g h  o n e  cu lv e r t b u t  g o t o u t  w ith o u t 
damage, a ss is te d  b y  a  lo rry  lo ad  o f  U .S .  N av y . T h e re  
was sn o w  o n  th e  p a ss , b u t  w e m ad e  i t  w ith  a  lo t o f  
pushing a n d  a rr iv e d  a t  a b o u t  five in  th e  m o rn in g .

C h an g  T in g  is  in  a w in d in g  valley  b e tw e en  h ig h  
m ountains, w ith  a n  a irs tr ip  th a t  h a d  o n ce  b e e n  u s e d  fo r 
some fig h te rs . T h e  U .S .  s ta ff  f ro m  K a n c h o w  h a d  
just a rr iv e d  a n d  w as g e ttin g  th e  p lace  o rg an ised . T h e  
w eather w as co ld  a n d  w e t,  in c lin e d  to  sn o w  w ith  a 
ceiling w ell b e lo w  th e  local m o u n ta in s .

D u r in g  o u r  w a it w e h a d  a  s h o r t  b a n d itry  in te r lu d e .
A U .S . officer g o in g  d o w n  th e  ro a d  w e h a d  ju s t tra v e rse d  
was h e ld  u p  a n d  h is  in te rp re te r  w as sh o t. W e jo in ed  in  
the rescu e  c o lu m n  in  a jeep  w e h a d  a cq u ired . L a te r  w e 
found o u t  th a t  as th e  officer, h is  in te rp re te r  a n d  d riv e r  
had b e e n  slo w ly  d riv in g  u p  a v e ry  s teep  g rad ie n t a b o u t 
40 k ilo m etre s  o u t  o f  to w n , a  sh o t h a d  n in g , o u t  a n d  a 
bullet w e n t th ro u g h  th e  w in d sc re e n  h itt in g  th e  in ­
terp rete r  in  th e  face. T h is  sh o t w as p ro b ab ly  in te n d e d  
for th e  d riv e r. A fte r  th e  sh o t a b o u t  40  m en  a rm e d  w ith  
rifles cam e o u t  o n  to  th e  ro a d  a ll r o u n d  th e  jeep . T h e se  
were b a n d its  w h o  s tr ip p e d  th e  jeep  a n d  th e  U .S . officer 
of all v a lu ab le s, in c lu d in g  h a lf  h is  c lo th in g . H e  m an ag ed  
to ta lk  th e m  o u t  o f  sh o o tin g  h im , a n d  a fte r  a  w h ile  th ey  
went b ack  in to  th e  m o u n ta in s . T h e  officer tu rn e d  h is 
jeep ro u n d  a n d  b ro u g h t th e  in te rp re te r  b ack  fo r  tre a t­
m ent as h e  w as se rio u sly  w o u n d e d . H is  tra ile r  h a d  to  
be a b a n d o n ed  as i t  w as to o  h eavy  to  tu r n  ro u n d  sing le- 
handed. f

L u ck ily  fo r  u s  th e  b a n d its  h a d  m o v ed  o n , as a tew  
jeeps o n  o n e  s ing le  a p p a llin g  m o u n ta in  ro a d  w o u ld  have 
been ju s t  to o  easy  to  a m b u sh . W e fo u n d  th e  jeep 
trailer, w h ic h  w as s till  fu ll  o f  w ireless e q u ip m e n t;  w e 
also m e t  o n e  o f  o u r  o w n  lo rrie s  co m in g  th e  o th e r  w ay. 
A, t re e  h a d  b e e n  fe lled  across th e  ro a d  a n d  i t  h a d  tak en  
them  o v er f o u r  h o u rs  to  c lear i t. A s th e y  w ere  c a rry in g  
four m illio n  d o lla rs  th e  b a n d its  w e re  p ro b ab ly  lay in g
for th a t .  „ .  . _ -

By F e b ru a ry  9  th e  “  H o m in g  ’ (a fo rm  o f  rad a r  fo r  
guid ing  a p lan e  to  a n  a irs tr ip  o v er s tran g e  c o u n try ) , was 
w orking a n d  th e  w e a th e r  h ad  c lea red  a little , so  tw o  
D akotas w e re  s e n t  o v e r a n d  la n d e d  successfu lly . L u ck ily  
they h a d  a rra n g e d  fo r  p a ra c h u tes  fo r  us b ecau se  th e re  
were s tr ic t  o rd e rs  th a t  e a ch  p assen g er m u s t  h av e  a 
p a rach u te . A s th e y  h a d  lo st e ig h t o u t  o f  th e  las t te n  
planes to  K a n c h o w  i t  w as a  reaso n ab le  p re ra u n o n .

W e w e re  p u t  in  th e  seco n d  p lan e  a n d  w e re  only  
allowed a p a c k  each  as th e re  w ere  tw o  200 g a llon  p e tro l 
tanks in s id e  th e  p lan e . T h e  p lan e  to o k  23 passen g ers  
W e h a d  th e  o fficer-in -ch a rg e  o f  o u r  s u p p ly  lin e  a n d  a
D .A .Q .M .G . f ro m  C h u n g k in g , tw o  d o c to rs , one 
R A M C .  a n d  o n e  C z e c h  refu g ee  w e h a d  co llec ted
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f ro m  W e n ch o w , o u r  S ig n a ls  O fficer, o n e  o f  o u r  C o n v o y  
O fficers, five in s tru c to rs  f ro m  th e  schoo l a n d  th e  officer 
w h o  r a n  o u r  w o rk sh o p . T h e  A m erican s  in c lu d e d  a 
P ac ific  a ir  ace , a n  In te llig e n ce  O fficer f ro m  o u r  a re a  a n d  
tw o  in fa n try  officers. T h e  c rew  c o n s is ted  o f  a  pUot 
a n d  co -p ilo t, w ith  a  w ireless  o p e ra to r  a n d  a c rew  ch ief. 
T h e re  w e re  a lso  a C h in ese  officer a n d  tw o  C h in ese  
se cre ta rie s  (sis te rs).

T h e  to w n  w as a b o u t  h a lf  a m ile  f ro m  th e  e n d  o f  th e  
s tr ip ,  a n d  w e ju s t  c lea red  i t. W e h a d  n o  tro u b le  c ro ss in g  
th e  Ja p an e se  lin es  o r  f ro m  th e ir  a irfie lds n e a r  H e n y a n g , 
as th e  w e a th e r  w as to o  b a d  fo r  th e i r  p lan es . O w in g  to  
a  s tro n g  h e a d w in d  w e d id  n o t  g e t to  C h ia  C h ia n g  till 
la te  in  th e  e v e n in g , a b o u t  9  o ’c lock . H e re  w e w ere  
o ffe red  a c co m m o d atio n , b u t  as w e o n ly  h a d  a n o th e r  
450 m ile s  to  go  th e  p i lo t  d e c id e d  to  gas u p  a n d  go  o n . 
T h e  tw o  A m e ric a n  in fa n try  officers a n d  th e  C h in ese
officer le f t  u s . , ,

T h e  tak e -o ff  f ro m  h e re  w as ra th e r  ro u g h  as th e  p lan e  
s till h a d  a  lo t o f  ice  o n  i t  a n d  th e  field  w as all m u d  a n d  
s lu sh . A s so o n  as w e g o t g o in g  w e  ra n  in to  sn o w  a n d  
c lim b ed  to  b e tw e en  19,000 a n d  20 ,000  fee t to  ge t above 
i t. A t  th is  a lt i tu d e  i t  g o t b i tte r ly  co ld  in  th e  p lan e  m  
s p ite  o f  th e  h e a tin g , w h ile  ice  b e in g  th ro w n  o ff  th e  
p ro p e lle -s  m a d e  a teriffic  rack e t.

A fte r  a b o u t  five h o u rs  so m e  coffee w as b rew ed  u p  
a n d  w e o p e n e d  th e  o d d  K  ra tio n , w h ic h  w as very  
accep tab le . A t 4-20 a .m ., a f te r  so m e  sev en  h o u rs  
fly ing , th e  c rew  ch ie f  cam e  in to  o u r  c o m p a rtm e n t a n d  
sa id , “  P u t  y o u r  c h u te s  o n .”  T h e  so le  rea c tio n  to  th is  
w as an n o y an ce  a t  h av in g  to  m o v e  a  few  fee t, co llec t th e  
c h u te  a n d  s tru g g le  in to  th e  h a rn ess . T h e  sh o rtag e  o f  
o x ygen  a n d  co ld  h a d  a v e ry  n o tic e a b le  e ffect, som e 
p e o p le  c o u ld  n o t  m an ag e  th e  e ffo rt a n d  h a d  to  be  assiste d .

A  few  m in u te s  la te r  th e  c rew  c h ie f  cam e  b ack  fro m  
th e  c rew  c o m p a r tm e n t say in g  “  O u t  w e g o .”  H e  
p u lle d  th e  e m erg en cy  d o o r  in w a rd s  o n  to  th e  floo r an d  
w e q u e u e d  u p , g e ttin g  o u t  as qu ick ly  as p o ssib le . T h e  
c u rv e d  ice -co a ted  d o o r  o n  th e  flo o r d id  n o t  assis t, as 
i t  is  essen tia l to  d ive  o u t  a n d  d o w n  to  a v o id  th e  s tab ilise r. 
T h e  c rew  c h ie f  s to o d  b y  th e  d o o r  to  e n su re  th a t  n o  one 
h e s ita te d , g iv in g  a  p u s h  w h e n  n ecessary . A s each  b o d y  
le f t th e  p lan e  i t  m ad e  a n  u n c a n n y  n o ise  like  p u llin g  
o n e ’s leg  o u t  o f  a  bog.

T h e re  m u s t  h ave  b een  a five- to  te n -m in u te  lapse 
b e tw een  p u t t in g  o n  p a ra c h u te s  a n d  g o in g  o u t .  O w ing  
to  lack  o f  oxy g en  m y  b ra in  w as ju s t  n o t  fu n c tio n in g , so 
I  d id  n o t  e x p e rien ce  th a t  ten sen ess  o f  a few  m in u te s  to  
go. N o r  d id  i t  even  o c c u r  to  m e  to  o p e n  m y  p ack  a n d  
rem o v e  m o n ey , v a lu ab les  a n d  reco rd s . N o  o n e  took  
a n y th in g  o th e r  th a n  w h a t h a p p e n e d  to  b e  in  th e ir  
p ocke ts. T h e  c rew  h a d  escap e  k its  a n d  e m erg en cy  
ra tio n s , b u t  n o n e  w ere  tak en .

O n  leav ing  th e  p lan e  I  w as s tru c k  b y  th e  s lip -s trea m , 
w h ich  to re  m y  h a t  off, b reak in g  m y  c h in s tra p . T h is  
d is tin c tly  a n n o y ed  m e, as I  h a d  e x p e n d ed  a  lo t  o f  en e rg y  
fix ing  i t. I  d id  n o t  c o u n t b u t  p u lle d  th e  r ip c o rd  ju s t  as 
so o n  as I  c o n s id e red  m y se lf  c lear o f  th e  p lan e . A fte r  a 
s lig h t p au se  th e  c h u te  o p en ed , w re n c h in g  m e  u p n g h t .  
I  saw  s ta rs  a n d  to o k  a  few  seco n d s to  reco v er. T h is  jar 
m u s t  h ave  b ro k e n  m y  w a tc h  s tra p  as I  c o u ld  n o t fin d  
m y  w a tc h  w h e n  I  lan d ed .

As w e b a led  o u t  b e tw e en  19,000 a n d  20 ,000 fee t it
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took a b o u t  a  q u a r te r  o f  a n  h o u r  to  co m e d o w n . A t  
l is t  th e  sky  w as c le a r  a n d  fu ll  o f  s ta rs , b u t  as I  d escen d ed  
I soon cam e  in to  th e  c lo u d s a n d  snow  w as com in g  u p  
oast m e. O n e  h as  th e  m o s t in c re d ib ly  lo n ely  sen sa tio n  
l i t h  o n ly  th e  w in d  w h is tlin g  in  th e  r ig g in g , n o  sta rs  
ibove, n o  lig h ts  b e lo w , o n ly  th e  snow  co m in g  u p ­
wards. A b o u t th is  t im e  I  s ta r te d  to  sw in g ; I  p u lle d  
the rig g in g  f ir s t  o n  o n e  s id e , th e n  o n  th e  o th e r ,  a n d  
wriggled a b o u t  in  th e  h a rn e ss , b u t  w as u n a b le  to  s to p

All th e  t im e  I  w as p ee rin g  d o w n  h o p in g  to  see  lig h ts  
or an y  s ig n  o f  th e  g ro u n d . S u d d e n ly  I  saw  som e trees  
•o p a s t a n d  I  h i t  a  s te e p  m o u n ta in  s id e  w ith  m y  c h u te  
catching in  so m e  tre e s  above  m e. A fte r  ch eck in g  u p  
that n o th in g  w as b ro k e n  I  t r ie d  to  s ta n d  u p ,  b u t  th e  
slope w as to o  s te e p  a n d  s lip p e ry . I  c o u ld  n o t  g e t o u t 
of th e  h a rn e ss  as m y  fin g ers  w ere  f ro z e n  a n d  w o u ld n o t  
work, so  I  ju s t  h a d  to  h a n g  a n d  th a w  th e m  o u t .  W h e n  
I got f re e  f ro m  th e  h a rn e ss  I  c lim b e d  u p  th e  n g g m g  to  
the tre e s  ab o v e  m e , u n h itc h e d  th e  p a ra c h u te  a n d , as it  
was s ti ll  d a rk , I  w ra p p e d  m y se lf  u p  in  i t  a n d  w e n t to  
sleep, n o t  w ak in g  t il l  w e ll a fte r  daw n.

I h a d  la n d e d  n e a r  th e  to p  o f  a h ig h  p in e  a n d  sn o w - 
m v ered  va lley , w i th  so m e  cu ltiv a tio n  a n d  a  few  b u d d in g s  
below. M a k in g  m y  w ay  d o w n  I  e n g ag ed  a  lo ca l fa rm er  
a  c o n v e rsa tio n — n o t  t h a t  I  u n d e rs to o d  h is d ia lec t, b u t  
he w as q u ite  f r ie n d ly  a n d  m ay  h ave  u n d e rs to o d  som e of 
n in e  A fte r  a b o u t  20  m in u te s  tw o  o f  o u r  p a r ty  tu rn e d  
an, th e  c rew  ch ie f  a n d  o n e  o f  o u r  C h in ese-sp eak in g  
officers, w h o  so rte d  th in g s  o u t  easily . I  h a d  co n ta c ted  
the h e a d  tn a n  o f  th e  village, w h o  se n t  o u t  in s tru c tio n s  
that a n y  o f  o u r  p a r ty  w ere  to  b e  b ro u g h t to  h is  house.
I w e n t o u t  w ith  g u id es  a n d  co llec ted  five m o re  m yself. 
W ith in  tw o  h o u rs  w e h a d  a  p a r ty  o f  12, in c lu d in g  one
of th e  g irls . , -

A t a b o u t m id d a v  w e d e c id e d  to  m ove to  a  to w n sh ip  
m m e 15 m ile s  aw ay , b u t  th e  p a th s  o v er th e  m o u n ta in s  
were so  ro u g h  a n d  s lip p e ry  th a t  w e offiy w r i e j t o c x a  
a re  m ile s, s to p p in g  fo r  th e  n ig h t  a t  a  fa rm  w here  
f in ed  o ff  r ic e  a n d  p ick le d  tu rn ip s , s leep in g  o n  th e  floo r 
m o u r  p a ra c h u te s  u n d e r  a  lo t  o f  s traw .

N e x t m o rn in g  w e fo u n d  th e  o th e r  g irl  a n d  m o v ed  o n  
to th e  to w n  o f  S h ih  C h ie n , w h ere  w e w ere  officially 
received. T h e  m ag is tra te  w as aw ay , so h is  secre ta ry  
did th e  h o n o u rs , W e  also  c o n ta c ted  som e G e rm a n  
C atholic  F a th e rs  w h o  h a d  a  m iss io n  th e re , h o r  ta r e  
reasons w e  h a d  to  b e  lo o k ed  a fte r  b y  th e  C h in ese , b u t  
there is  all th e  d iffe ren ce  in  th e  w o rld  b e tw K n a v f f i s e d  
rom panv  in  a fo re ig n -b u ilt  h o u se  w ith  goo d  fo o d , b ed s 
m d  b e d d in g , a n d  a n  official C h in ese  A a m e n , a cross 
betw een a b a m  a n d  a  su m m e r-h o u se , w ith  p a p e r  
w indow s if  v o u  a re  lu ck y , n o  b e d s , ur 
trestles, w ith  a v e rm in o u s  q u ilt  req u is itio n ed  ^ m  som e 
iocal, a n d  v e rv  th ird - r a te  C h in ese  fo o d  a t  o d d  tim es, 
no w ash in g  fec ilities. a n d  a  c ro w d  o f  g u a rd s , coches 
and h a n g e rs -o n , gaz in g  in  a t  a ll tim es. S o  w e a rran g ed  
tor a few  o f  u s  to  s tay  w ith  th e  F a th e rs ,  tak in g  tu rn  

' tor a  sm all n u m b e r  to  h av e  m eals w ith  th e m . T h  
F athers c o u ld  n o t  d o  en o u g h  fo r  u s  a n d  w e w ere  all 
ereatlv in d e b te d  to  th e m  fo r  th e ir  h osp ita lity - 

Bv th e  ev en in g  o f  th e  seco n d  day  all P “ ^  
assem bled  in  S h ih  C h ien . T h e  o n ly  casu a lty  h ad  been  
the p ilo t, w h o  h a d  sp ra in e d  h is  ankle . T h e re  h a d  been

som e v e ry  lu ck y  lan d in g s , as  th e  c o u n try  w as as m o u n ­
ta in o u s  as th e  I n d ia n  N o r th -W e s t  F ro n tie r .  T t o e  
w ere  h u g e  g o rg es  w ith  sh e e r  ro ck  faces a n d  a g rea t deal 
o f  ro c k  o u tc ro p  ra th e r  s im ila r  to  d rag o n s  te e th . O n e  
o f  OUT p a r ty  la n d e d  o n  a  b i t  o f  s a n d  in  a  b o u ld e r - s tre w n  
r iv e r  b e d , a n o th e r  u p  to  h is  n e c k  m  ice , m u d  a n d  w ater 
in  a  p a d d y  fie ld . O n e  w as 2 0  fe e t  u p  a  tre e  a n d  n ea rly  
b ro k e  a  r ib  w h e n  h e  c u t  h im s e lf  d o w n . T w o  p a sse d  
w ith in  fe e t  o f  e a ch  o th e r ,  n e a rly  co llid in g  in  m id -a ir . 
B o th  C h in e se  g irls  la n d e d  a ll r ig h t ,  one  ju s t  a lo n g sid e  o u r  
y o u n g e s t m e m b e r . S h e  lo s t  h e r  h a t,  scarf, b a g , gffives 
an d  sh o e s; o n  th e  o th e r  h a n d  h e r  s is te r  cam e  d o w n  
w ith  a ll th ese  essen tia ls .

F o r  2 0  p e rso n s , 19  o f  w h o m  h a d  n ev e r ev en  con­
te m p la te d  p a ra c h u tin g  b e fo re , to  b a le  o u t  a t  n ig h t  over 
th is  c o u n try  a n d  g e t aw ay w ith o u t  a m a jo r  m tu ry  w as
n o th in g  s h o r t  o f  a  m irac le .   ^

T h e  a ir  ro u te s  o v e r th e  in te r io r  o f  C h in a  a re  fa r  f ro m  
safe  a t  th e  b e s t  o f  t im e s. A lth o u g h  w e h a d  n o t  lo st 
an v  o f  o u r  o w n  p e rso n n e l, q u ite  a  few  m  th e  p lan e  h a d  
a lread v  h a d  u n u s u a l  e x p e rien ces . I n  a  L ib e ra to r  o v er 
-  th e  H u m p  ”  o n e  h a d  d ro p p e d  14,000 fee t d o w n  a 
valley  a n d  ju s t  p u lle d  o u t  a t  th e  b o t to m  w i lh th c
w h ite  h o t .  T w o  h a d  c ra sh e d  o n  lan d in g . ° n e h a d b e e n
o n  fire  in  th e  a ir  b u t  th e  f ire  w e n t o u r  b e fo re  th e y  b i le d  
o u t. O n e  n e a rly  la n d e d  o n  a n  e n e m y  ae ro d ro m e , b a t  
lu ck ily  som e Ja p an e se  f ire d  a t  th e  p lan e  u s in g  tra c e r  
w h e n  h  was 20 fee t o ff  th e  g ro u n d  w ith  its  w h e d s  
do w n . S tra n g e ly  e n o u g h  w e  o n ly  h a d  tw o  sp a re  
p a ra c h u te s  i n  th e  p lan e , in  sp ite  o f  leav ing  th re e  
passen g ers  a t  C h ia  Ch ian g. .

F r o m  S h ih  C h ie n  w e  m o v ed  in  tw o  p a rtie s , as 20  
w as to o  m an y  to  fe e d  e n  ro u te . O n  o u r  f ir s t  d ay 's  
m o v e  w e w e n t 2 0  m iles  to  a  to w n  o n  a  r iv e r , w h e re  w e  
fo u n d  a n  a irfie ld , b a t  n o  p la n e  h a d  ev e r la n d e d  o n  i t  
a n d  i t  w as v e ry  boggy . T h e  officer in  c h a rg e  p u t  m  
u p ,  w h ic h  w as lu ck y  as  i t  w as  n o w  th e  C h in e se  N e w  
Y e a r a n d  ev e ry th in g  w as d o s e d  do w n .

F r o m  h e re  w e w e n t  d o w n s tre a m  m  a  b o a t  th ro u g h  
d eep  gorges a n d  in c re d ib le  ra p id s ,  a rr iv in g  a t  S ze  N a n , 
a n o th e r  c o u n try  to w n ;  th e  lo ca l m ag is tra te  h e re  
lo o k ed  a f te r  u s  v e ry  w e ll in d e e d . W e  rec e iv ed  in ­
fo rm a tio n  as to  th e  w h e re a b o u ts  o f  th e  w reckage o f  o u r  
p lan e , a n d  as w e  w e re  ca rry in g  a ll fo rm s  o f  s e cu rity  
m ail, B r itish  a n d  U .S . ,  in d u d in g  c o n su la r  m a il, 1 o r ­
g an ised  a p a rtv  o f  th re e  to  g o  a n d  c h eck  i t  o v e r. I t  w as 
4 s  to  50 m ile s  aw ay  o v e r th e  m o u n ta in s , a n d  w e m ad e  
th is  q u ite  c o m fo rtab ly  in  tw o  d ay s . I n  p laces  th e  
g o in g  w as v e ry  s lip p e ry  as  th e  sn o w  w as th aw in g  a t 
th e  lo w e r levels, b u t  i t  w as s till  f re e z in g  u p  to p .

T h e  p lan e  h a d  b ro k e n  u p  in to  sm a ll p ieces  w h ic h  
w ere  s c a tte re d  o v e r 400 y a rd s  o f  s c ru b b y  m o u n ta in sid e . 
I t  h a d  b e e n  lo o te d  b y  th e  locals fo r  five days, so  th e re  
w as n o th in g  o f  v a lu e  lef t. I  d id  m an a g e  to  re tr ie v e  a 
n u m b e r  o f  d o c u m e n ts  s c a tie re d  a b o u t  a n d  b u n e d  m  
th e  sn o w . S om e o f  th e s e  w ere  v e ry  in te re s tin g — a m ap  
o f  th e  la te s t s earch lig h t p o s itio n s  o n  F o rm o sa  to g e th e r  
w ith  th e i r  o rg an isa tio n ; th e re  w ere  U .S .  in te llig en ce  
re p o r ts  f ro m  Ja p an e se -c ra sh ed  a irc ra ft, a n d  a n  ap p lica­
t io n  f ro m  th e  B ritish  C o n su l a t F o o ch o w  fo r  a  p e n s io n  
fo r  o n e  o f  h is  g a rd e n e rs  as  h e  h a d  c o m p le te d  th e  re q m -  
s ite  n u m b e r  o fv ea rs  w i th  th e  c o n su l o n  se rv ic e ; a n d  last, 
b u t  n o t  leas t. I  re tr ie v e d  m y  h a t  f ro m  a  C h in ese  so ld ie r.
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O n  re tu rn in g  t o  S ze  N a n  tw o  o f  o u r  t ru c k s  h a d  a rr iv ed  
w ith  so m e  m u c h -n e e d e d  s to re s . T h e  A m e ric a n s  a n d  
o u rse lv es  h a d  se n t  17 m essag es  to  o u r  v a rio u s  h e a d ­
q u a r te rs  b y  ru n n e r ,  w ire  a n d  ra d io . T h e  lo ca l c o m ­
m u n ic a tio n s  w e re  so  in effic ien t t h a t  o n ly  tw o  g o t 
th ro u g h .

F r o m  S ze  N a n  to  T s u n  Y i o n  th e  m a in  C h u n k in g -  
K w e y a n g  R o a d  w as 24 0  k i lo m e tre s ; th is  w e c o v e re d  in  
a  day . H e re  th e  p a r ty  s p li t ,  th e  A m e ric a n s  g o in g  
s o u th  to  K w e y a n g  w h ile  w e  w e n t  n o r th  to  C h u n k in g . 
W e  h a d  a  v e ry  rea so n a b le  fa rew e ll p a r ty  a t  T s u n  Y i, 
b u t  I  m is se d  i t  as I  h a d  a  re la p se  o f  m a la ria , a n d  th e  
fo llo w in g  tw o  d a y s’ jo u rn e y  to  C h u n k in g  w e re  a  b i t  o f  
a n ig h tm a re .

I n  C h u n k in g  w e w e re  w e ll rec e iv ed  b y  o u r  h e a d ­
q u a r te rs ,  w h o  h a d  g iv en  u s  u p  as  lo s t. W e  w e re  a ll 
g ra n te d  28 d a y s’ leave  in  In d ia  to  rec o v e r  a n d  re - e q u ip  
o u rse lv es. I  h a d  to  s p e n d  five days in  C h u n k in g  to  
rec o v e r  f ro m  m y  m ala ria  b e fo re  I  w e n t  o n  leave.

T h e  jo u rn e y  b y  a ir  v ia  C h e n g tu  to  K u n m in g  w as 
u n e v e n tfu l,  as  w as th e  t r ip  o v e r  “  th e  H u m p  ”  to  
D in  j a n  a n d  C a lc u tta . A f te r  m y  leav e , in s te a d  o f  f ly ing  
b a c k  to  K u n m in g  I  w as ju s t  to ld  to  b r in g  a few  tru c k s  
in  f ro m  th e  M a n ip u r  R o a d , b u t  t h a t  is  a n o th e r  s to ry .

R E M IN IS C E N C E S  O F  T H E  S O U T H  A F R IC A N  
W A R  O F  1899-1902

I  g a in e d  m y  c o m m iss io n  o n  D e c e m b e r  12 , 1899, 
b e in g  g a z e tte d  to  th e  2 n d  B a tta lio n  T h e  M id d le sex  
R e g im e n t. T h e  D e p o t  o f  th e  R e g im e n t a t  t h a t  t im e  
b e in g  a t  H o u n s lo w .

I  h av e  a  v iv id  reco lle c tio n  w h e n  f ir s t  b u c k lin g  o n  m y  
“  W ilk in so n  ”  sw o rd  a t  C a m b rid g e  B a rra c k s , H o u n s lo w , 
o f  th e  p r id e  th a t  p e rm e a te d  m y  b e in g  in  fo llo w in g  th e  
fo o ts tep s  o f  m y  f a th e r ,  g o d fa th e r  (G e n . K e n t) ,  a n d  
m a n y  o th e r  d is t in g u is h e d  m e m b e rs  o f  th e  fam o u s  
“  p o t  h o o k e rs ,”  h o ld in g  s u c h  a  lo n g  a n d  b r il l ia n t  re c o rd  
in  a  R e g im e n t s e c o n d  to  n o n e .

I n  A p r i l,  1900, I  w as o rd e re d  to  p ro c e e d  w ith  a  d ra f t  
o f  140  S e c tio n  “  D  ”  m e n , c o m m a n d e d  b y  L t .  P . M . 
L a rg e , f ro m  H o u n s lo w  to  re in fo rc e  a  re g im e n t a t 
E la n d sla a g te  in  N a ta l,  a n d  o n  a rr iv a l w as a ss ig n e d  to  
“  E  ”  C o m p a n y , c o m m a n d e d  b y  M a jo r  S av ille , D .S .O . 
I  w as in d e e d  fo r tu n a te  in  b e in g  th e  s u b a lte rn  o f  su c h  a 
d is t in g u is h e d  a n d  g a lla n t so ld ie r, a n d  liv in g  w ith  h im  
o n  m a n y  a n  iso la te d  o u tp o s t  in  S o u th  A frica  I  g a in e d  
a n  in tim a te  k n o w led g e  o f  th e  M a jo r ’s s te r lin g  q u a litie s , 
b e in g  a  b o m  le a d e r  o f  m e n  w h o m  w e  all lo o k ed  u p  to  
a n d  a d m ire d , a n d  o f  w h o m , o n  a c c o u n t o f  h is  c a p ab ility  
a n d  lik eab le  p e rso n a lity , w e  w o u ld  fo llo w  a n y w h e re , even  
to  th e  v e ry  jaw s o f  d e a th .

T h e  R e g im e n t d id  n o t  s ta y  lo n g  a t  E la n d sla a g te  as 
th e  B a tta lio n  m ad e  a  reco n n a issa n c e  to w a rd s  D e  W e t’s 
fa rm , a  d is ta n c e  o f  te n  m ile s. T h is  w as th e  co m m e n c e ­
m e n t  o f  a  m o v em e n t w h ic h  w as to  t u r n  L a in g ’s N e k , 
s tro n g ly  h e ld  b y  th e  e n e m y , a n d  th e re b y  c lea rin g  th e  
B o ers  f ro m  N a ta l,  c u lm in a tin g  in  a  v ic to ry  o v e r th e  
e n e m y  a t  A llem a n ’s N e k ,  w h o  w e re  in  p o ssess io n  o f  
h e a v y  a rtille ry  a n d  p o m  p o m s. T h e  2 n d , 10 th  a n d  n t h  
B rig ad es  w e re  all e n g ag ed  ; th e  w h o le  fo rce  s u b s e ­
q u e n tly  ad v a n c in g  in to  th e  O ra n g e  F re e  S ta te .

T h e  “  F ig h tin g  T e n th  ”  (1 0 th  B rig ad e ), u n d e r  th e

c o m m a n d  o f  G e n . T a lb o t-C o k e , w as co m p o sed  o f  the 
2 n d  M id d le s e x  R e g im e n t,  th e  2 n d  D o rse ts  and  the 
R o y a l D u b l in  F u s ilie rs .

In c id e n ta l ly , in  th e  f ro n ta l  a tta c k  o n  a  kopje  com­
m a n d in g  th e  p a ss  th ro u g h  A llem a n ’s N e k  I  was nearly 
a  c a su a lty  as a fte r  th e  b a tt le  I  d isc o v e red  a  n e a t hole in 
e a ch  s id e  o f  m y  “  g ip p y  ”  h e lm e t m ad e  b y  a B oer bullet.

A f te r  o c c u p y in g  A llem a n ’s N e k  th e  R e g im e n t moved 
to  V o lk sru s t. S p a c e  does n o t  e n a b le  m e  to  reco u n t the 
fu r th e r  m o v em e n ts  o f  th e  R e g im e n t in to  th e  Transvaal 
a n d  th e  O ra n g e  R iv e r  C o lo n y  c lim ax in g  w ith  the  good 
n ew s  th a t  G e n . L o u is  B o th a  h a d  s u rre n d e re d  uncon­
d itio n a lly  to  F ie ld  M a rs h a l  L o r d  R o b e r ts ,  V .C ., at 
V ereen ig in g .

D u r in g  th e  w a r I  s e rv e d  as  th e  T r a n s p o r t  Officer of 
th e  R e g im e n t. M y  c o n d u c to r ,  M a cK e n z ie  b y  name, 
w h o  c o u ld  sp e ak  f lu e n tly  b o th  th e  Z u lu  to n g u e  and  the 
D u tc h  T a a l ,  h a d  a lso  se rv e d  u n d e r  m y  fa th e r  in  the 
Z u lu  W a r  o f  1879 in  th e  sam e cap ac ity .

I  h av e  a v iv id  rec o lle c tio n  o f  ta k in g  p a r t  w ith  my 
C o m p a n y , “  E ,”  in  e sco r tin g  a  la rg e  c o n v o y  o f  supplies 
to  G e n . F r e n c h ’s f ly in g  c o lu m n , a t  t h a t  t im e  sweeping 
th e  E a s te rn  T ra n sv a a l .  T h e  fo rce  e sco r tin g  th e  convoy 
w as co m p o se d  o f  h a lf  th e  B a tta lio n  o f  th e  M iddlesex 
R e g im e n t to g e th e r  w ith  th e  u n its  f ro m  th e  Dublin 
F u s i lie rs ,  Y o rk  a n d  L a n c s .,  a n d  w ith  cavalry and 
a rt i lle ry  u n d e r  th e  c o m m a n d  o f  G e n . B u m -M u rd o c h  of 
th e  9 th  L a n c e rs . F r o m  a c lim atic  s ta n d p o in t  i t  was one 
o f  th e  w o rs t  ex p e rie n ce s  o f  th e  S o u th  A frican  W ar as 
fo r  th re e  w eeks i t  r a in e d  in ce ssa n tly , th e  m e n ’s clothing 
b e in g  so ak ed  b y  th e  ra in  n ig h t  a n d  d ay  so  th a t  progress 
w as v e ry  slow . T h e  r iv e r  w as u n fo rd a b le  o n  account of 
th e  ra in , so  su p p lie s  fo r  G e n . F r e n c h ’s p ro g ress  had to 
b e  c o n v e y ed  acro ss  th e  r iv e r  b y  m ea n s  o f  rafts. For­
tu n a te ly  th e  B o er C o m m a n d o s  sp ir its  m u s t  have been 
as d a m p  as o u rs  as  th e y  d id  n o t  a t te m p t  to  attack the 
la rg e  co n v o y , a lth o u g h  th e  B oers w ere  continually 
sn ip in g  as w e ad v an ced .

A n o th e r  in s ta n c e  w o r th  re c o rd in g  w as a m essage the
C .O ., C o l. H il l ,  C .B ., rec e iv ed  f ro m  th e  B oer com­
m a n d e r  a few  days b e fo re  C h ris tm a s  D a y , I 9°°> prom is­
in g  th a t  w e  w o u ld  b e  u n m o le s te d  th ro u g h o u t  Christm as 
i f  a  q u a n ti ty  o f  flo u r, w h isk y  a n d  coffee is sen t to  him 
to  L o n g  P ie t  U y s  F a rm  c lose to  U tr e c h t ,  otherw ise he 
w o u ld  c e rta in ly  a ttack . N e e d les s  to  say  th e  supplies 
re q u e s te d  w e re  n o t  s e n t.  T h e  B o ers  e a rn e d  o u t their 
t h re a t  a n d  a tta c k e d  U tr e c h t  w ith  a s tro n g  force on 
C h r is tm a s  E v e  b u t  w ere  r e p u lse d  w ith  h eav y  losses, the 
B o e r c o m m a n d e r  h im se lf  b e in g  m o rta lly  w o u n d ed  an 
w as b u r ie d  a t  P u d d in g  K o p  close b y . T h e  Battalion 
su ffe red  n o  casua lties.

I  rec o lle c t p lay in g  in  a  R e g im e n ta l crick e t m atch  at 
N e w c as tle  in  th e  E a s te rn  T ra n sv a a l  w h e n , o n  receiving 
th e  sad  n ew s  o f  Q u e e n  V ic to r ia ’s d e a th , w e im m ediate  > 
d rew  s tu m p s  in  o u r  la te  M a je s ty ’s rev e re d  memory- 
m o u rn e d  b y  th e  g rea t n a tio n  a n d  E m p ire  over which 
she  ru le d . .

B efo re  c lo sin g  m y  f lee tin g  m em o rie s  o f  th e  bou 
A fr ic a n  W a r  I  h ave  a v iv id  rec o lle c tio n  o f  m y loyar 
a n d  fa ith fu l b a tm a n , P te . P la n ,  w h o  looked  a f t e r  me 
like a h e n  looks a fte r  h e r  ch ick s  ; o f  o u r  C .O .’s (Col- 
H ill, C .B .)  h irs u te  ap p e n d ag e  th a t  h e  g rew  d u rin g  the 
w a r  w h ic h  w as th e  p r id e  o f  th e  R e g im e n t ; 0 t  e
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sm artness a n d  efficiency  o f  C /S g t.  E v a n s  o f  “ E  ”  
Com pany ; o f  C a p t. H a v illa q d , w h o  w as fam ilia rly  
nam ed “ A lp h o n se ,”  a n d  h is  s u b a lte rn , L t .  S te w a rt, 
whose co n g en ia l c o m p an y  I  so  m u c h  en jo y ed  o n  
several o ccasions ; th e  g a llan t C a p ta in  w as so m ew h at o f  
a g o u rm e t b e in g  espec ia lly  fo n d  o f  a  b ra n d  o f  t in n e d  
peas th a t  w o n  th e  g ra n d  p rize  in  P a r is , a n d  th o se  p eas  
certainly w e re  d e lic ious. A fte r  o u r  d a ily  ra tio n s  o f  
M achonoch ie’s ra tio n s , b u lly  b e e f  a n d  th e  “  khak i 
w afer,”  so  n a m e d  b y  T h o m a s  A tk in s, fam o u s fo r  h is  
hum our. I  r e m e m b e r  th e  fu n n y  m an  in  each  o f  th e  
eight C o m p a n ie s  o f  th e  B a tta lio n . W h ils t m arc h in g  
over th e  S o u th  A frican  v e ld t  in  heavy  m arc h in g  o rd er 
the f u n n y  m a n  w o u ld  s tr ik e  u p  a p o p u la r  so n g  o r  som e 
hum o u ro u s joke  th a t  w o u ld  in fu se  f re sh  en e rg y  in to  
our t i r e d  bo d ies .

I n  c o n c lu s io n , ev en  w i th  th e  h a rd sh ip s  e n d u re d  u n d e r  
the ex igenc ies o f  ac tiv e  serv ice  I  look  b ack  o n  th e  
small p a r t  I  to o k  in  th e  S o u th  A frican  W a r  as o n e  o f  
the h a p p ie s t  a n d  m o m e n to u s  p e rio d s  o f  m y  life w h ere  
I m ad e  so m an y  g o o d  f r ie n d s , sev era l o f  w h o m  laid  
down th e i r  lives in  ga llan tly  f ig h tin g  fo r  th e i r  K in g  
and c o u n try  in  th e  la s t tw o  G re a t  W a rs  in  w h ic h  G re a t  
B ritain  a n d  h e r  E m p ire  h ave  b e e n  in v o lv ed , a n d  fu r th e r  
in th e  h o n o u r  o f  h av in g  se rv ed  in  a fam o u s B ritish  
R eg im en t w h ic h  has so m ag n ificen tly  u p h e ld  th e  n o b le  
trad itions  o f  th e  B ritish  A rm y  fro m  1787 w h e n  th e  7 7 th  
M idd lesex  R e g im e n t w as e m b o d ie d  to  th e  p re s e n t  date .

L io n el  B en  gough

S O M E  A M U S IN G  IN C ID E N T S
T h e r e  o f te n  o c c u r  in c id e n ts  w h ic h  a re  a m u sin g  in  

all w alks o f  life, a n d  I  re m e m b e r  a  n u m b e r  o f  su c h  
inciden ts d u r in g  m y  serv ice  in  th e  a rm y . T h e y  are  
noted  as I  th in k  o f  th e m  a n d  n o t  in  an y  o rd er.

T aken  fo r  a  R id e  
In  S in g a p o re  w e w ere  a  h a lf  b a tta lio n  c o m m an d ed  

by a  M a jo r . A t  o ne p a ra d e  th e  A d ju ta n t  c o u ld  n o t  c o n tro l 
his h o rse  a n d  p ra n c e d  a ro u n d  th e  p a ra d e  g ro u n d  fo r 
some m in u te s . W h e n  a t  la s t h e  h a d  g o t b ack  to  h is  p lace  
at th e  M a jo r ’s s ide  h e  w as g ree te d  w ith  H u llo , yo u  
' ga llop ing  M a jo r .’ W h e re  h ave  y o u  b e e n  ? S u re ly  
you k n o w  b e tte r  th a n  to  go  fo r  a  jo y  n d e  w h e n  y o u  a re  
on d u ty .”

T o ngue T w ist in g  
O n e  m a n  w as p ro n e  to  b e  m a l-a -p ro p  o n  sp eech . A 

broom  w as w a n te d  a n d  h e  sa id  “  T h e re  is  o n e  d o w n  m  
the ‘ tu re e n s  ’ ”  (m ean in g  la tn n e s ) . A n o th e r  tu n e  he  
said t h a t  “  h e  is  o u t  o n  th e  ‘ re v a n d e r  (m ean in g  
verandah).

Sig h t s  D own 
A t o n e  exercise  w e  h a d  Uve am m o ., a n d  w h ile  £ “ “ £ 8  

to cover w i th  rifles a t  “  h ig h  p o r t  ”  o n e  w e n t off. 1 h e  
chap sa id  “  G o o d  jo b  th e  sig h ts  w e re  d o w n  o r  som e­
body m ay  h av e  g o t h i t .”  W h y , h e  co u ld  n o t  say , b u t  
he s tu c k  to  h is  p o in t.

A T a l k  in  t h e  B r ea k  _  ,
W e h a d  h a d  v isu a l tra in in g  u n til  w e k n ew  i t  o ff b y  

heart a n d  w e re  a ll fee lin g  fed  u p ,  in  a  g ro u p  o f  a b o u t
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50, w i th  th e  S e rg ea n t in  f ro n t  to  g iv e  th e  le c tu re , e tc . 
H e  s ta r te d  o ff  as  u s u a l  te l l in g  w h y  i t  w as n e e d ed . I t  
is  fo u n d  t h a t  th e  eye o f  m e n  f ro m  th e  to w n  m o v es m o re  
s lo w ly  t h a n  th e  b ra in ,  w h ile  in  m e n  f ro m  th e  co ™ “ ?  
th e  b ra in  is  s lo w er th a n  th e  ey e  o f  th e  to w n sm a n . A  
vo ice  f ro m  th e  re a r  in te t ru p te d  w i th  “  D id  y o u  com e 
f ro m  th e  c o u n try , S e rg ea n t ? ”  O f  co u rse  n o  o n e  k n ew  
w h o  h a d  sp o k e n , th e  m ir th  e n d e d  th e  ta lk  a n d  w e  g o t 
o n  w ith  p rac tic a l w ork .

W e e k - E n d  to  U .K .
I n  H o n g  K o n g  a  m a n  p u t  in  fo r  a  p ass  w h ic h  w as 

a b o u t  to  b e  s ig n e d  w h e n  th e  R .S .M . n o tic e d  i t  w as m ad e  
o u t  fo r  E n g la n d . T h e  m a n  w as ca lle d  to  g ive a n  e x p lan a ­
t io n  fo r  s u c h  a  th in g , a n d  e x p la in e d  th a t  h e  h a d  h a d  a 
le t te r  to  say  th a t  h is  w ife  h a d  g o t a  b a b y  a n d  h e  co u ld  
n o t  u n d e rs ta n d  i t  as h e  w as aw ay , so  h e  w a n te d  to  go 
a n d  f in d  o u t  h o w  i t  h a d  h a p p e n e d  !

P a m p h iix io n
A t A ld e rsh o t w e  h a d  a  m a n  n a m e d  P a m p h ilh o n . F o r  

p a y  p a ra d e  w e  l in e d  u p  in  a lp h a b e tic a l o rd e r  a n d  th e
C .S .M . ca lled  u s  in  f ro m  th e  ro ll. W h e n  h e  cam e to  
th is  n a m e  h e  h e s ita te d , th e n  sa id  “ A n d  n o w  I  m
b d ,”  to  w h ic h  th e  m a n  an sw e red  “  T h a t ’s m e , s ir  .
L o u d  la u g h te r  in  w h ic h  th e  S .M . jo in ed .

V odka
W h e n  in  V lad iv o sto ck  o n e  ev e n in g  w e w ere  s ittin g  

a b o u t  a t  c a rd s , e tc ., as  u su a l w h e n  su d d e n ly  th e re  was 
a  c la t te r  a n d  a fe llo w  cam e  r u n n in g  in ,  ju m p in g  over 
b e d s  u n t i l  h e  rea c h e d  h is  o w n  w h e re  h e  s a t  d o w n  a n d  
ro a re d  w ith  lau g h te r. W h e n  h e  q u ie te n e d  d o w n  a n d  
w e c o u ld  g e t som e sen se  o u t  o f  h im  h e  e x p la in e d  th a t  
h e  h a d  h a d  so m e  v o d k a  (a  v e ry  p o te n t  d n n k )  w h ich  
h a d  ca u se d  h im  to  see d o u b le  ; e a ch  p o s t  w as m o ,  as 
w ere  m en  a n d  o th e r  th in g s  in  h is  p a th . F ° r  sa fe ly  he 
h a d  com e b ack  a t  th e  r u n  a n d  m ad e  fo r  th e  m id d le  
b e tw e en  each  tw o  o b jec ts , a n d  so  h a d  g o t sa fe ly  back .

P a k lez  vous ?
A n o th e r  m a n  w as ask ed  b y  a n  o fficer i f  h e  h a d  b een  

to  F ra n c e  (o f  co u rse  m e a n in g  in  th e  a rm y , as  so m e  ot 
o u r  m e n  h a d  b e e n  w o u n d e d  e a rlie r  a n d  tra n s fe r re d  to  
u s). H e  re p lie d  “  O h  yes.”  “  W h e n  ? I n  191° 
w as th e  re p ly , to  th e  a m u se m e n t o f  a ll a n d  to  th e  
a n n oyance o f  th e  officer.

P u l l - T h ro ugh

W e  had an officer w ho w as tall and thin and we 
dubbed h im  “  Pu ll-through  ”  w hich , w hen he found 
out, caused him  to  rem ark th at “  A  ”  C om pany w ere 
very  nasty and ru de, b u t it happened to  be u
C o m p a n y  w h o  w ere  th e  c u lp r its . ____

T h is  officer w as in  ch a rg e  o f  th e  fo r t  a t  S m p p o r e  
fo r  a  tim e , a n d  S ta n d in g  O rd e rs  in c lu d e d  o n e  th a t  n o  
v eh ic le  w as to  b e  a llow ed  to  e n te r  a fte r  t o  p a n .  w ith o u t  
a  specia l pass. O n e  n ig h t  th is  officer cam e in to  th e  
G u a rd  R o o m  in  a  te m p e r  a n d  s ta n d in g  b e fo re  th e  
C o rp o ra l o f  th e  G u a rd ,  ta p p in g  h is  leg  w ith  h is  o m e , 
ex c la im ed  “  C o rp o ra l ! W h a t  d o  th e y  m e a n  b y  i t  . 
“ B y  w h a t  s i r ? ”  “ W h y !  T h e y  w o n t le t  m e  m l  
“  W o n t le t  y o u  in  s ir  ”  ( in  a  s u rp r ise d  to n e ) . i r a ,  
th e y  w o n t le t  m e  in .”  T h is  w e n t o n , t o  o u r  a m u se m en t,
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fo r  som e m in u te s ,  t i l l  a t  la s t h e  e x p la in e d  th a t  th e  se n try  
h a d  c h a lle n g ed  h im  a n d  h a d  re fu se d  to  a llow  th e  r ick sh aw  
to  e n te r  th e  fo r t  as p e r  th e  S ta n d in g  O rd e r .  T h e  
C o rp o ra l h a d  q u ie tly  to  re m in d  th e  o fficer o f  th e  O rd e r  
w h ic h  h e  h a d  re a d  o u t  to  u s  all. W h e n  th e  officer h a d  
g o n e  th e  m ir th  w as u n c o n tro l le d  fo r  q u ite  a w h ile . H e  
w as in  th e  G u a rd  R o o m  say in g  h e  w o u ld  n o t  b e  le t  in  !

P o liten ess

A n o th e r  m a n  w as o n  Q u a r te r  G u a rd . H e  ch a llen g ed  
o n e  a p p ro a c h in g  h is  p o s t a b o u t  n  p .m . “  H a l t  ! W h o  
goes th e re  ? ”  “  O rd e r ly  O fficer.”  In s te a d  o f  tu rn in g  
o u t  th e  g u a rd  h e  sa id  “  G o o d  e v e n in g  O rd e r ly  O fficer. 
B een  a n ice  d ay  a g a in  a in t  i t  ? ”  W h a t fo llo w ed  n e e d  
n o t  b e  d esc rib ed .

T h e s e  a re  so m e  o f  th e  a m u s in g  in c id e n ts  I  re m e m b e r  
a n d  I  h o p e  th e y  w ill a m u se  o th ers .

F .  W . M o r r is .

w elco m in g  th e  O ld  C o m rad e s , so m e  o f  w h o m  had 
tra v e lle d  a  lo n g  d istan ce , a n d  a fte r  a  to as t to  T heir 
M a jes tie s  th e  K in g  a n d  Q u e e n , a n d  o n e  to  th e  Regi­
m e n t,  th e  p a rty  p ro ce e d e d  to  th e  b u ffe t a n d  b a r  until 
th e  c lose o f  festiv ities.

D u r in g  th e  ev en in g  a  b a llo t w as tak e n  as to  th e  nature 
o f  th e  re u n io n  fo r  1950, a n d  it  w as v o ted  unanim ously 
t h a t  th e  r e u n io n  fo r  1950 s h o u ld  b e  h e ld  in  th e  form  of 
a d in n e r ,  a n d  it  is h o p e d  to  h o ld  th is  fu n c tio n  in  October.

O L D  C O M R A D E S ’ R E U N I O N
T h e  a b o v e  to o k  p lace  o n  N o v e m b e r  26 , I 949> a t 

S la te r’s R e s ta u ra n t,  K e n s in g to n  H ig h  S tre e t. T w o  
h u n d re d  a n d  tw e n ty - fo u r  O ld  C o m rad e s  a tte n d e d  th is  
r eu n io n . A m o n g  th e  se n io r officers p re s e n t  w ere  C ol. 
M . B ro w n e (C o lo n el o f  th e  R e g im e n t) , G e n . B u ck n all, 
B rig . T id b u ry ,  C o ls. B each  a n d  G . L . B ro w n , a n d  L t .-  
C o ls. R o b e r ts ,  C low es a n d  N .  M o lle r .  G e n . H o rro c k s  
r e g re tte d  th a t  h e  w as u n a b le  to  b e  p re s e n t ,  d u e  to  a 
p r io r  e n g a g em e n t.

T h e  C o lo n e l o f  th e  R e g im e n t m ad e  a s h o r t  sp eech ,

R E M I N I S C E N C E S  O F  50 Y E A R S  A G O
S itt in g  a t  h o m e  o n e  w e t ev e n in g  rec e n tly  I  suddenly 

rea lise d  th a t  O c to b e r,  1949, m a rk e d  th e  5 0 th  anniversary 
o f  m y  “  tak in g  th e  sh illin g  ”  a n d  jo in in g  th e  “ Die- 
H a r d s ,”  a n d  m y  m em o ry  to o k  m e  b ack  to  those  days 
a n d  th e  v a rio u s  in c id e n ts  a n d  c h a ra c te rs  I had  met 
w ith  in  th e  c o u rse  o f  m y  21 y ea rs  w i th  th e  Regim ent, 
a n d  I  w o n d e re d  h o w  m an y  o f  th o se  s till liv in g  recall to 
m in d  th o se  days a n d  w o u ld  w ish , as I  d o , to  live them 
again .

Y es, th e  m e m o ry  o f  th o se  days. I jo in ed  ju st as the 
S o u th  A fr ic a n  W a r  c o m m e n c ed , a n d  a fte r  th e  recruiting 
s e rg e a n t h a d  f illed  m e  u p  w ith  w a te r  to  increase my 
w e ig h t I  w as d u ly  a tte s te d  a n d  se n t to  th e  7 /57^  
R e g im e n ta l D is tr ic t  a t H o u n s lo w , w h e re  o u r  Reserves 
h a d  ju s t  b e e n  ca lled  u p . H o w  m an y  re m e m b e r  the  1st 
R o y a l D ra g o o n s  leav in g  fo r  th e  f ro n t  w h ile  w e recruits 
l in e d  th e  ro u te ,  th e i r  w o m en fo lk  a n d  c h ild ren  hanging 
o n  to  th e  s t i r ru p  lea th e rs  as th e y  w e n t b y  o n  horse­

back ? T h e  o ld  w o m e n  w h o  u se d  to  sell g rea t slab s  o f  
cake f ro m  a b a b y ’s p ra m  a t  i d .  M y  firs t g u a rd  w as a t 

! the to p  o f  th e  K e e p , a n d  h o w  sc are d  I  w as w h e n  I  fo u n d  
I was lo ck ed  in . N e x t  cam e th e  d isa s te r  a t  S p io n  K o p  
when th e  7 7 th  lo s t, I  th in k , som e 120 k illed  a n d  w o u n d e d  
- c o n s id e re d  a  c a ta s tro p h e  in  th o se  days. W h e n  th e  
news w as rec e iv ed  M a jo r  R . O . L o n g e , th e  O .C . D e p o t,  
naraded th e  re c ru its  o n  th e  sq u a re  a n d  ask ed  th o se  w h o  
would b e  p re p a re d  to  avenge o u r  c o m rad es  an d  vol­
unteer fo r  S o u th  A frica  to  tak e  o n e  p ace  fo rw ard . 1 n e  
whole p a ra d e  m o v ed  as o n e  m an .

S oon  w e w ere  m o v ed  to  W o o lw ich  to  jo in  th e  ^ e ta i  s 
of th e  2 n d  B a tta lio n , th e y  h av in g  sa iled  fo r  S o u th  
Africa th e  p rev io u s  N o v e m b e r. N e x t  w ere  *irst 
w ounded a rr iv in g  h o m e , D ic k  P h illip s  “  M a sh e r  
M orris a n d  a h o s t  o f  o th e rs  I  fo rg e t, b u t  h o w  keen  
it m ad e  u s  y o u n g s te rs  to  h ave  a go.

T h e  fo rm a tio n  o f  th e  3 rd  a n d  4 th  B a tta lio n s , n o w , 
alas, like  th e  2 n d  B a tta lio n , n o  m o re , w as in  M a rc h ,

' 1900, w h e n  w e w e re  p o s te d  to  o n e  o r  th e  o th e r  b a tta lio n  
X re m e m b e r  n e x t  th e  fu n e ra l  o f  Q u e e n  V ic to ria , o u r 

first b ig  occasion , w h e n  w e l in e d  th e  s tre e t  som ew h ere  
near M a rb le  A rc h , a n d  th e  fo rm a tio n  o f  a  M o u n te d  
In fan try  C o m p a n y - w h a t  a  to u g h  r id in g  co u rse  w e h a d  
at W o o lw ich — th e n  o u r  m ove to  S o u th  A frica .

Y es th e y  w e re  h a p p y  a n d  e x c itin g  days fo r  us. 
youngsters. W e  a ll to o k  a n  in te n se  p n d e  m  o u r 
R egim ent, a n d  s tra n g e  th o u g h  i t  m ay  seem  w e o ld  
“  so ld ie rs  still c a rry  th a t  p rid e . A n  in stan ce  
o ccurred  ju s t ' recen tly  w o r th  re la u n g . I m e t a n o th e r 
old m e m b e r  in  th e  B ritish  L e g io n  h e re  rec e n tly  a n d  we 
stood c h a tt in g  fo r  som e tim e  o n  o n e  su b ie c t 1 he 
R egim ent. A  f r ie n d  a n d  ex-officer w ho  was w aitin g  
for m e sa id  “  T h a t  w as a n o th e r  o ld  ‘ D ie -H a rd  yo u  
were ta lM ng  to .”  “ Y e s "  I  sa id , “ b u t  h ow  d id  y o u  
know ? ”  H e  rep lied , “  I t ’s ju s t  th e  sam e  w ^ e r^ ° “  
see a M id d le sex  m an  e ith e r  in  u n ifo rm  o r  n o h  th ey  
appear to  a lw ays b e  s o j  c lea r  c u t, a n d  h o w  th e y  al

^ S o 'm u c h f o r t h a t 11 A n d  w h a t a b o u t all th o se  ch a rac te rs  
we m”  a n d  se rv ed  w ith  in  th e  2 n d  B a tta lio n  m o sd y

H ackney, TYtmmy A d a ir, B ill C ox Joe  M o rg a n , 
G ussie G lass  a n d  o th e rs  w h o  c ro w d  m y  m em ory^ 
W hat fine  c h a rac te rs  all th ese  w ere  a n d  w h a t '  crow c 
of D ru m m e rs  to o , “  B o x er ”  B ark er, C h a rlie  S m a rt 
Jim  D o rlin g  a n d  B u x to n , a n d  w hc, can  rec a h  w h en  
C harlie S m a rt fo u g h t S eam an  ^ a d b e m  ? M l 
m en a n d  a  h o s t  o f  o th e rs  w ere  a ll m en  w h o  u p t e l f f i e  
finest tra d itio n s  o f  th e  R eg im e n t, a n d  w h « ever 
now I  p ay  m y  h u m b le  tr ib u te  to  th em . M .. Y es, th ey  
were g rea t days a n d  all th ese  m en  a n d  o th e rs  w ere 
great S e n  too,"  m en  w h o  w ere  o f te n  t o u ^  b  j ^ d

—  o f  o ld

" ^ “ o n a l l ^ c l o t e 3 »“ ^  H ill  « * < » « «  

S  ffie g rea t p lea su re  it  g ives «  "
tim e th e re  is a reu n io n  d o  t ry  a n d  m a k e  n ,  e s p e c ^ ly  
those o f  y o u  w h o  Uve in  to w n . H a r r y  C
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T H E  D I E - H A R D S  O F  M ID D L E S E X  

“ A  R e g im e n t , a  W ord a n d  a  S p i r i t

t h e  c o u n t y  r e g i m e n t

B y  C a p t . C o l in  D . E dw ards, M ilita r y  Observer 

“  T h e y  a re  a  p r o u d  R e g im e n t,”  h e  h a d  sa id  w h e n  I
to ld  h im  t h a t  I  in te n d e d  s i t i n g  the M iddlesex Regim en
a t th e i r  cam p  in  th e  N e w  T e m to n e s  n e a r  H o n g  K o ^

A h i t  reg im en ta l, to o , b u t  a  v e ry  g o o d  b u n c h . S om e 
o f  th e m  w ere  h e re  b e fo re , y o u  k n o w  T h e  1st 
w as p a r t  o f  th e  g a rr iso n  w h e n  th e  C o lo n y  w as o v e rru n  n  
1941 T h o s e  t h a t  su rv iv e d  s p e n t  th e  r e s t  o f 
a  p r iso n  c am p  d o w n  th e  ro ad  o r  in  J a p an . M ^ f° ^

C d l o X W e  h a d  —  
o v e r  from ^ c t o r i a ,  o n  H o n g  K o n g  Is la n d , a n d  w ere

S ^ t S
C — b  o f  a n  E n g lish

T o  g e t o u t  to  w h ere  th e  M id d le sex  cam p  lay  m -a n t  a 
t r i o  one  w ay  o r  th e  o th e r ,  a ro u n d  th e  c irc u la r  ro u te  
en co m p ass in g  th e  m a in  se c tio n  o f  th e  N e w  T e m to n e s  
a r ^ m d w f f i c h  a t  th e  f i i r th e r  s id e  b ro u g h t  y o u m e a r ff i  
b o rd e r  a n d  ru n n in g  fo r  a  w h ile  o n  a  p a ra lle l t ra c k  befo re

s tra ig h t  ro a d  s to o d  w a rm -lea fe d  b irc h  t r e e s , t n  ,, 
o r d e f  a n d , b e y o n d  th e m , fo r  m iles  across t o  sn M l 
p la in  s tre tc h e d  th e  s q u a re , w a te r-f ille d  p a d d i  h e m  , 
w h ere  C h in ese  fa rm ers  c a rv e d  th e  m u d  w ith  w oo 
p lo u g h s d ra w n  b y  s leep y -ey ed  w a te r  bu ffalo .
P I  do  n o t  know  M ill H ill  m y se lf  b u t  I 
g re a t  d ea l d iffe re n t f ro m  th is  scen e  t o 'w h ich  th.:  n e n  
th e  M id d le sex  R e g im e n t (D u k e  o f  C a m b n d g  
h av e  b e e n  tra n sp la n te d .

P R E S E N T  C A M P

T h e ir  p re se n t  c am p  is o n e  o f  th e  m o re  P « ™ “ “  
ones W h e n  th ey  f irs t  a rr iv ed  in  H o n g  K o n g  e  Y 
J u n e , th ey  w ere p u t  u n d e r  canvas o n  a s ite  not 
D ie te d . I t  w as th e  tim e  o f  th e  su m m e r  rM ns> 
p e lte d  d o w n  in  m assive d ro p s  h o u r  a fte r  h o u r  eve ^ 
tu rn in g  th e  valley  in  w h ic h  th e y  w ere  s itu a te d  in to  a 
b asin  o f  m u d . E v e ry th in g
o n  th e  o u ts id e  a n d  th e  h u m id ity  s ick en ed  th e  in s id e  m  
t  d a m p  T o  w a rd  o ff th e  ra in , one  c o u ld  w e a r a m a c ­

in to sh  o r  g ro u n d -sh e e t, b u t  th e n  u n d e rn e a th  th e  h ea  
w o u ld  b e  stifling  an d  n ea rly  u n b e a ra b le

T h e y  w ere g lad  a t  h e a r t  w h e n  th e  G u rk h a s  vaca 
“  th e  S tab les  ”  a n d  a llow ed  th e m  to  m o v e u n to  q u a rte rs  
th a t  w e re  m ad e  o f  b r ic k s  a n d  m o r ta r  a n d  ro o fed  w itn
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so lid  c o n c re te . T h e  w e a th e r  c h a n g ed  to  so m e th in g  like  
a n  E n g l is h  a u tu m n  a n d  th e  ra in  s to p p e d .

W e  h a d  le f t  th e  m a in  ro a d  a n d  g o n e  u p  a  n a rro w  tra c k  
to  f in d  th e m . A t  a  s e n try -b o x  b e s id e  th e  tw o  g leam in g  
c o n c re te  p i lla rs  o f  th e  e n tra n c e  g a te  w as a  n u m b e r  o f  
th e  R e g im e n ta l P o lice  to  c h eck  o u r  p asses . S e t  im ­
p o s in g ly  a b o v e  u s  a n d  b a c k  aw h ile  o n  th e  o th e r  s id e  
w as th e  g u a rd h o u s e , n e a tly  w h ite -w a sh e d  a n d  w ith  a 
t r im  law n  a n d  g a rd e n  o n  th e  m o u n d  b e fo re  it.

T h e  ro a d  w o u n d  u p  b e tw e en  la n d sc a p e d  b an k s—  
u n less  n a tu r e  b le sse d  its  a sp ec t so  e leg an tly — a n d  th e n  
w e  w e re  u p o n  th e  R e g im e n ta l O ffices a n d  th e  C o m p a n y  
“  lin e s .”  B e y o n d  th e m , th e  g ro u n d  d ro p p e d  v e ry  
s te e p ly  to  a  lo n g  a ir - s tr ip  a n d  so m e  p lay in g  fie lds. O n  
th e  fo rm e r , th e  c o m b in e d  B a n d s  o f  2 7 th  In fa n try  
B rig ad e , to  w h ic h  th e  M id d le se x  n o w  b e lo n g , w e re  a t 
p rac tic e  o f  a  “  b e a tin g  th e  r e t r e a t  ”  p a ra d e . T h e  A rg y ll 
a n d  S u th e r la n d  P ip e rs  w o re  th e i r  tra d itio n a l  k ilts  a n d  
th e  d ru m m e rs  h a d  o n  th e i r  s p o tte d  le o p a rd -sk in s , w h ile  
th e  D ie -H a rd  a n d  th e  R o y a l L e ic e s te r s h ire  R e g im e n t 
b a n d sm e n  w ere  m a rc h in g  u p  a n d  d o w n  in  th e i r  ju n g le  
g ree n  s h o rts  a n d  w ith o u t  sh ir ts .

B y  n o w , a lm o s t all th e  tro o p s  h av e  a c q u ire d  a h e a lth y  
ta n  f ro m  th e  s tro n g  s u n . A t  th e  b a sk e t-b a ll  n e ts  
g lis te n in g  b o d ie s  sw e rv e d  a n d  s tr a in e d  in  a n  e n th u s ia s tic  
g am e b e tw e e n  c o m p a n y  tea m s . N e a r  th e  so c ce r fie ld  
a se c tio n  o f  th e  “  S u p p o r t  ”  C o m p a n y  w as lis te n in g  
in te n tly  to  a  s e rg e a n t in s t ru c to r  g o in g  o v e r th e  3 -in . 
m o rta r  d rill.

A N  O LD  S O L D IE R
A ro u n d  th e  c a m p  w e re  a lo t  o f  C h in e se , w o rk in g  as 

M e ss  b o y s , b a rb e rs ,  c o b b le rs ,  ta ilo rs  o r  coo lies. M o s t  
o f  th e m  w e re  la b o u re rs  o n  v a rio u s  k in d s  o f  c o n s tru c tio n  
w o rk . T h e  s a n ita ry  coo lies tack le  a lm o s t a n y  k in d  o f  
jo b  u n d e r  th e  g u id an c e  o f  th e i r  c o m m a n d e r,  a n  e ld e rly  
M id d le se x  C o rp o ra l  b y  n a m e  o f  C p l. M itc h e ll  G ea rs . 
H e  h a s  s p e n t  a lm o s t a  q u a r te r  o f  a  c e n tu ry  in  th e  A rm y  
a n d  h a s  m a n y  y ea rs  o f  e x p e rie n ce  w ith  coo lie  lab o u re rs , 
w h o  se em  w illin g  to  w o rk  th e i r  h e a r ts  o u t  fo r  h im — an  
u n u s u a l  t r a i t  a m o n g s t  A sia tic s. H e  is  a n  o ld  so ld ie r  
w h o  k n e w  th e  te r ro rs  o f  a  Ja p an e se  p r is o n  c a m p , b u t  
w h a te v e r  b i tte rn e s s  h e  feels  seem s to  h av e  b e e n  s u b ­
lim a te d  b e n e a th  h is  q u ie t ,  c o n sc ie n tio u s  e n d e a v o u rs  to  
d o  h is  jo b  w ell.

A lth o u g h  t h e  tro u b le  w h ic h  th e y  cam e  o u t  p re p a re d  to  
face  h a s  n o t  d e v e lo p e d , th e  M id d le se x  a re  n o t  id le . As 
m y  f r ie n d  p o in te d  o u t ,  th e y  h ave  a  p r o u d  tra d i to n  to  
m a in ta in  a n d  th e y  a re  k e e p in g  o n  to p  lin e  b y  s tr ic t  t ra in ­
in g  a n d  im a g in a tiv e  ex e rc ises . M a n y  o f  th e m  a re  
y o u n g s te rs  o n  N a tio n a l  S e rv ic e  b u t ,  as th e i r  se rg e a n t-  
m ajo rs  a s su re d  m e , th e y  a re  o f  th e  sam e  “  s tu f f  ”  as th e  
R e g u la r  “  D ie -H a rd s ,”  th e  n a m e  b y  w h ic h  th e  M id d le ­
sex  h av e  b e e n  k n o w n  s in ce  th e  b a tt le  o f  A lb u h e ra .

R E C R E A T IO N
T h a t  e v e n in g  I  w e n t o v e r  to  th e  N aa fi c a n te e n  a n d  

w a tc h ed  a  ta b le - te n n is  to u rn a m e n t.  T h e r e  w as p le n ty  
o f  sp e c ta to r  s u p p o r t  fo r  th e  c o n te s ta n ts ,  as th e  tro o p s  
r a re ly  g e t  in to  th e  to w n . T h e  N aafi is  th e i r  so c ia l c lu b , 
p u b lic  h o u se , te a -s h o p , g ro ce ry  s to re  a n d  g am es ro o m . 
O n c e  a  w eek  th e  A rm y  K in e m a  C o rp o ra t io n  b r in g s  
t h e m  a  film  sh o w  a n d , o ccasio n a lly , a c o n c e r t  p a r ty  tak es
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the^  r o a d  fo r  a  to u r  o f  th e  u n its .  M o s t  o f  th e  time 
h o w e v e r , th e  tro o p s  fa ll b ack  o n  th e i r  o w n  resources, 
th e i r  h u m o u r  a n d  th e i r  c a p ac ity  to  k eep  th e ir  spirits 
u p  w i th  a  s in g -so n g . T h e y  a re  n o w  ab le  to  ge t a  little 
m u sica l s u p p o r t  f ro m  a  “  ju k e  b o x  ”  w h ic h  a n  Am erican 
r e s ta u ra n te u r  in  K o w lo o n  h as  lo an e d  th e m . H a lf  of 
th e  p ro fits  go  d i re c tly  in to  th e  P .R .I .  f u n d , w hich  is 
d e v o te d  to  w e lfa re  a n d  e n te r ta in m e n t  n eed s.

I  h e a rd  so m e  o f  th e  g ro u ses  d u r in g  m y  sh o rt stay 
w ith  th e  M id d le sex . A  r e n e w e d  s e p a ra tio n  f ro m  wives 
a n d  fam ilies w as n o t  ex actly  p o p u la r  a n d  th e  air-mail 
se rv ice  f ro m  h o m e  w as p re t ty  p o o r . T h e re  w as some­
th in g ,  h o w e v e r , w h ic h  im p re sse d  m e  th ro u g h  all t h i s ; 
s o m e th in g  th a t  o v e r-sh a d o w e d  p e rso n a l  consideration. 
I t  w as a n  im m e n se , i f  u n sp o k e n , p r id e  in  th e  Regim ent. 
I t  w as sh o w n  in  m a n y  lit tle  w ay s. E v e ry  m an  who 
w ro te  d o w n  h is  p a rt ic u la rs  fo r  m e  in c lu d e d  afte r the 
n u m b e r  o f  h is  B a tta lio n  a n d  th e  n a m e  o f  th e  Regim ent, 
th e  in itia ls  “  D .C .O .,”  s ig n ify in g  “  D u k e  o f  Cam­
b r id g e ’s O w n .”  T h e y  w e re  su b tly  c o n scio u s  o f  a dis­
t in c t io n  c o n fe r re d  o n  th e i r  p red e c e sso rs  nearly  70 
y ea rs  ago.

P e rh a p s , i t  is  f ro m  o n e  w o rd  th a t  m o s t o f  th e ir  feel­
in g s  tak e  th e i r  c o u rse  o f  lo y a lty , b rav e ry  a n d  honour. 
T h a t  is “ A lb u h e ra ,”  a sy m b o l o f  th e  s p ir i t  o f  sacrifice, 
defian ce  a n d  d e te rm in a tio n  to  w h ic h  th e  R eg im en t still 
h o ld s  a n d  w h ic h  i t  s tr iv es  to  p e rp e tu a te . C ling ing  yet 
to  th e  p ro u d  n ick n a m e  g iv en  th e m  in  1811 afte r Col. 
In g lis ’s e x h o rta tio n — “  D ie  h a rd ,  m y  m e n , d ie  h a rd  
t h e  m o d e m  M id d le se x  In fa n try m a n  p ro m ises  well to 
m a in ta in  th e  f in e  f ig h tin g  t ra d i t io n  th a t  is th e  very 
l ife -b lo o d  o f  th e  B r i tish  A rm y .

T H E  “  D IE -H A R D S  ”  R E G IM E N T  
Its H istory and Achievem ents

R ep iM ish ed  by k in d  perm ission o f  the  “  H atfie ld  and 
Potters B a r  G a ze tte  ”

L a s t  w eek  w e p u b lis h e d  a n  a c c o u n t b y  C ap t. Colin 
E d w a rd s  o f  th e  1st B a tta lio n  M id d le se x  R egim ent 
(D .C .O .)  in  H o n g  K o n g .

T h is  w eek  M a jo r  R . C . H .  B e lle rs , C om m anding 
O fficer o f  th e  D e p o t ,  c o n tr ib u te s  th e  fo llow ing  account 
o f  th e  T e r r i to r ia l  u n its  o f  th e  fam o u s  C o u n ty  Regim ent.

T h e  re g u la r  p o r tio n s  o f  o u r  C o u n ty  R eg im en t are 
th e  1 s t  B a tta lio n , n o w  se rv in g  in  th e  F a r  E a s t,  and  the 
D e p o t ,  a t  In g lis  B a rrack s , M ill  H ill.

T h e  R e g im e n t is  c o m p le te d  b y  its  T e r r i to r ia l  Army 
B a tta lio n s  w h ic h  a re  n o w  th e  7 th  B a tta lio n  T h e  M iddle­
sex  R e g im e n t a t  H o rn se y  ; th e  n t h  P a rach u te  Bat­
ta lio n  (M id d lese x ) , T .A .,  a t  H o u n s lo w  ; th e  old 8th 
B a tta lio n  T h e  M id d le se x  R e g im e n t ; a n d  th e  595 “̂  
L ig h t  A n ti-A irc ra f t  R e g im e n t,  R .A . (M id d lesex ), T .A ., 
th e  o ld  9 th  B a tta lio n  T h e  M id d le sex  R eg im en t, at 
K in g s b u ry . .

T h e  7 th  B a tta lio n  d a te s  b ack  to  1798 to  a Loyai 
A sso c ia tio n  fo rm e d  a t  H a m p s te a d , H ig h g a te , T o tten ­
h a m  a n d  E n fie ld  ; a f te r  v a rio u s  c h an g es  i t  becam e the 
1 s t  V o lu n te e r  B a tta lio n  T h e  D u k e  o f  C a m b rid g e  s Own 
(M id d le se x  R e g im e n t)  in  1898, a n d  h o ld s  th e  p roua 
r e c o rd  o f  th e  w h o le  u n i t  v o lu n te e rin g  fo r  service m 
S o u th  A frica . I t  w as g iv en  its  p re s e n t  designation  in 
1907, a n d  w as th e  f irs t  “  Im p e r ia l  S erv ice  ”  B atta lion  0
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the T e r r i to r ia l  A rm y . S e rv in g  as a n  In fa n try  B a tta lio n  
in th e  F i r s t  W o rld  W a r  i t  w o n , am o n g  m an y  o th e r  
decorations, 21 D is tin g u ish e d  C o n d u c t  M ed als  a n d  82 
M ilitary M e d a ls . A s a  M a c h in e -G u n  B a tta lio n  in  th e  
last w a r i t  f o u g h t  in  B e lg iu m  in  1940, th ro u g h o u t  the  
operations in  E g y p t, L ib y a , T u n is ia ,  S icily , I ta ly  a n d  
in N o r th -W e s t  E u ro p e .

T H E  8th A N D  9th B A T T A L IO N S
T h e  8 th  B a tta lio n  d a tes  b ack  to  1797 to  a  L o y al 

Association a t  T e d d in g to n  in  w h ic h  th e  D u k e  o f  
Clarence, a fte rw a rd s  W illiam  IV , se rv ed  as fu ll p riv a te . 
After v a rio u s  ch an g es  it  w as g iven  its  t it le  in  1907, an d  
was th e  seco n d  “  Im p e ria l Serv ice  ”  B a tta lio n . I t  
served w ith  g rea t d is tin c tio n  in  th e  F ir s t  W o rld  W a r, 
and as a M a c h in e -G u n  B a tta lio n  in  th e  las t w a r fo u g h t 
in B e lg iu m  in  1940, a n d  in  th e  v ic to rio u s  N o r th -W e s t  
Europe C a m p a ig n  la te r. F o rm e d  in to  th e  n t h  P a ra ­
chute B a tta lio n  a fte r  th e  w ar, i t  ca rries  o n  its  reg im en ta l 
trad itions a n d  s till  has  its  M id d lesex  R eg im en ta l 

! Colours.
T h e  9 th  B a tta lio n  m ay  fairly  c la im  to  b e  th e  lineal 

descendants o f  th e  o ld  “  M a ry le b o n e  V o lu n tee rs  ”  
raised in  1803, a n d , g iv en  th e ir  t it le  in  1907, saw  serv ice  
in In d ia  d u r in g  th e  F ir s t  W o rld  W ar. I n  1938 it  was 
form ed in to  a  S e a rc h lig h t U n it ,  in  1942 in to  L ig h t  A n ti-  
A ircraft, b ec o m in g  in  1947 595t h  L ig h t  A n ti-A irc ra ft 
Regim ent, R .A . (M id d lesex ), T .A . T h o u g h  a R .A . 
Unit, i t  s till  w ears th e  M id d le sex  badge .

T e r r i to r ia l  B a tta lio n s  n o t  n o w  fo rm in g  p a r t  o f  the  
R egim ent o r  d isb a n d e d , h ave  also  p lay e d  a d is tin g u ish e d  
part in  th e  h is to ry  o f  th e  R e g im e n t. I n  th e  F ir s t  W o rld  
War n o  less th a n  4 6  B a tta lio n s  w ere  fo rm e d  a n d  th is  
account is to o  s h o r t  to  give th e  de ta ils . I n  th e  las t w ar 
the 2 /7 th  B a tta lio n  se rv e d  in  I ta ly  a n d  S icily  ; th e  
2/8th B a tta lio n , re n a m e d  th e  1st in  1942, a fte r  th e  loss 
of th e  o ld  1st B a tta lio n  in  H o n g  K o n g , in  N o r th -W e s t  
Europe. I n  1938 T h e  P rin cess  L o u ise ’s O w n  K e n ­
sington R e g im e n t fo rm e d  p a r t  o f  th e  M id d lesex  R eg i­
ment u n til  a f te r  th e  w ar, a n d  th e  1st B a tta lio n  fo u g h t in  
Sicily a n d  I ta ly , a n d  th e  2 n d  se rv ed  in  Ice lan d  
and in  th e  N o r th -W e s t  E u ro p e  C am p aig n .

32 B A T T A L IO N S  O F H O M E G U A R D
T h e  re g im en ta l re c o rd  w o u ld  n o t b e  c o m p le te  w ith ­

out in c lu d in g  th e  10th  H o m e  Serv ice  B a tta lio n  (la te r  
named th e  3 0 th ), th e  7 0 th  Y o u n g  S o ld ie rs’ B atta lio n , 
and th re e  I n d e p e n d e n t  H o m e  D efen ce  C o m p an ies , 
which w ere  fo rm e d  in  th e  las t w ar. T h ir ty - tw o  B at­
talions o f  th e  H o m e  G u a rd  w o re  th e  C ap  B adge , an d , 
though n o t  fo rm in g  p a r t  o f  i t ,  th e  R e g im e n t w ere  p ro u d  
to have so e x ce llen t a n d  p u b lic -sp ir ite d  a F o rc e  th u s  
connected w ith  it. O th e rs  w earin g  th e  b ad g e  are  
M iddlesex A rm y  C a d e t F o rc e  U n its  affiliated to  th e  
Regim ent, in  w h ic h  th e  R e g im e n t takes a close in te re s t.

T h e  R e g im e n ta l D e p o t a t  M ill  H il l  is th e  h e a d q u a r te rs  
o f  th e  C o lo n e l o f  th e  R e g im e n t, C o l. M . B ro w n e, M .C ., 
a n d  o f  th e  R e g im e n ta l A sso c ia tio n , O fficers’ C lu b  an d  
O ld  C o m ra d e s ’ A sso c ia tio n , a n d  o f  th e  R eg im e n ta l 
M a g az in e , T h e  D ie -H ar d s .

S u p p o r te d  b y  s u b sc r ip tio n s  f ro m  all ran k s  o f  the  
R e g im e n t, th e  A rm y  B e n ev o len t F u n d  a n d  g ran ts  f ro m  
o th e r  C h a r ita b le  In s t i tu t io n s ,  th e  R e g im e n ta l A ssoc ia­
t io n  h e lp s  h u n d re d s  o f  d e serv in g  cases o f  h a rd s h ip  o f  
i ts  o ld  m em b e rs  e v e ry  y ea r. T h e  O fficers’ C lu b  a n d  
O .C .A . k eep  in  to u c h  w ith  o ld  m em b e rs  o f  th e  R eg i­
m e n t,  a n d  a rra n g e  p e rio d ica l e v en ts  su c h  as c ricket 
w eek  in  J u n e  a t  th e  D e p o t ,  reu n io n s  a n d  d in n e rs , a n d  
g a th e r in g s  o n  “ A lb u h e ra  D a y ,”  M a y  16, a n d  A rm istice  
D ay .

P R O V ID IN G  C O T T A G E  H O M ES
F ro m  m o n ey  p ro v id e d  b y  c o n tr ib u tio n s  f ro m  p a s t 

a n d  p re s e n t  m em b e rs  o f  th e  R e g im e n t, a n d  b y  g en e ro u s 
re sp o n se  to  a p u b lic  a p p e a l, th e  R e g im e n t a re  b u ild in g  
20  W a r  M e m o ria l C o tta g e  H o m e s  a t E n fie ld  fo r  d is ­
a b le d , o ld  c o m rad es  a n d  th e i r  fam ilies. T h is  e x cellen t 
sch em e , sp o n so re d  b y  th e  L o rd -L ie u te n a n t  o f  th e  
C o u n ty , L o rd  L a th a m , h a s  ra ise d  so m e  £ 3 0 ,0 0 0 , a n d  
b u ild in g  is  to  s ta r t  sh o rtly .

B ran ch es  o f  th e  O ld  C o m ra d e s ’ A sso c ia tio n  a re  ru n  
b y  k een  a n d  d e v o te d  m e m b e rs ,  a n d  h e lp  e n o rm o u s ly  to  
k eep  u p  th e  o ld  “  D ie -H a rd  ”  s p ir i t  o f  p a s t  m em b e rs  o f  
th e  R e g im e n t. T h e s e  a re  s itu a te d  a t  K in g sb u ry , M ill 
H ill, H o rn se y , S ta in es , U x b rid g e , E a lin g  a n d  R o m fo rd , 
a n d  fo rm  m e e tin g  p laces n o t  to o  fa r  d is ta n t fo r  any  O ld  
C o m rad e  to  a tte n d .

W A R  M E M O R IA L
P ro u d  o f  its  g rea t t ra d itio n s  d e v e lo p ed  o v e r th e  las t 

194 y e a rs , th e  R e g im e n t co m m e m o ra te s  its  fa llen  o n  its  
W a r  M e m o ria l a t  M ill  H ill. I ts  d e a d  lie  fa r  s c a tte re d , 
in  N o r th  A m erica , W e st In d ie s , S p a in , P o r tu g a l,  
F ra n c e , B elg iu m , H o lla n d , G e rm a n y , T h e  C rim e a , 
In d ia , B u rm a , J a p a n , C h in a , S o u th  A frica , M a lay a , 
M id d le  E a s t,  S ic ily , I ta ly , P a les tin e , A u s tra lia , N ew  
Z e a la n d  a n d  A den .

A t  th e  R eg im e n ta l M u s e u m  a t  M ill H il l  a re  d isp lay ed  
h is to r ic  co lo u rs , u n ifo rm s , m ed a ls  a n d  m an y  o th e r  item s 
o f  in te re s t  w h ic h  tra c e  th e  R e g im e n t’s ac tiv itie s  in  peace 
a n d  w ar, a n d  th e  c o llec tio n  o f  tro p h ie s , p ic tu re s  an d  
s ilv e r o f  th e  O fficers’ a n d  S e rg ea n ts ’ M esses  a re  r iva lled  
b y  few  o th e r  reg im en ts .

D e sp ite  m an y  v ic iss itu d es  a n d  c h an g es  o f  fo rtu n e , 
a n d  th e  re c e n t in tro d u c tio n  o f  th e  G ro u p  S y stem , 
B ritish  In fa n try  R e g im e n ts  s till  fo rm  th e  b a ck b o n e  o f  
th e  A rm y . T h e i r  t ra d itio n s  a n d  esprit de corps, th o u g h  
a p p a re n tly  th re a te n e d , re m a in  as s tro n g  as e v e r, a n d  
w ill c o n tin u e  to  d o  so , so  lo n g  as  th e  B ritish  c h a ra c te r  
rem a in s  u n c h a n g ed  ; a n d  th is  m ay  safely  b e  sa id  o f  th e  
M id d le sex , o u r  C o u n ty  R eg im e n t, th e  o ld  “  D ie -H a rd s .”
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In order to cater for the Army Officer whose time is often limited, 

we now have a large stock of Mufti for Immediate Wear Our 

fitters will be pleased to carry out any necessary adjustments on 

the premise«.
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