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E d ito r  : M ajor A . W . C lark, O .B .E .

E D I T O R I A L

T h e  p a s t  q u a r te r  has  b e e n  a b u sy  o n e  fo r  m o s t  p eo p le  
as  is re flec ted  in  th e  c o n tr ib u tio n s  th a t  fo llow . T h e  
E d i to r  w o u ld  lik e  to  th a n k  all th o se  w rite rs  w h o  have 
re sp o n d e d  so  w e ll to  th e  a p p e a l fo r  m o re  new s.

E v e ry  o n e  w ill w ish  to  jo in  in  c o n g ra tu la t in g  G e n . 
S ir  B r ian  H o rro c k s  o n  h is  a p p o in tm e n t as G e n tle m a n  
U s h e r  o f  th e  B lack  R o d . T h is  is  a  p o s itio n  o f  g rea t 
d ig n ity  a n d  im p o rta n c e  d a tin g  f ro m  1350. A n  a rtic le  o n  
th is  office is in c lu d e d  la te r  o n  in  th is  n u m b e r . I n  a d d i­
t io n  to  th e  d u tie s  to  w h ic h  i t  re fe rs  i t  s h o u ld  b e  m e n ­
tio n e d  th a t  B lack  R o d  is  th e  S o v ere ig n ’s p e rso n a l 
a tte n d a n t  in  th e  H o u se  o f  L o rd s ,  a n d  U s h e r  o f  th e  
O rd e r  o f  th e  G a r te r .  H e  is  a lso  resp o n s ib le  fo r  k eep in g  
o rd e r  in  th e  U p p e r  H o u se , a n d , u n d e r  c e rta in  c irc u m ­
s tan ces , fo r  a rre s tin g  a  P e e r  fo r  a n  offence su c h  as a 
b re a c h  o f  p riv ile g e  o r  o f  th e  L a w s  o f  th e  R e a lm . T h e re  
w as a  tim e  w h e n  th ese  tw o  d u tie s  w e re  task s  o f  v e ry  
g rea t im p o rta n c e .

W e  also  w ish  to  co n g ra tu la te  L t .-C o l.  A n d re w  M an ,
O .B .E .,  o n  h is  p ro m o tio n  to  s u b s ta n tiv e  L ie u te n a n t-  
C o lo n el. H e  is a t  p re s e n t  A .A . & Q .M .G . a t  2n d  
In fa n try  D iv is io n  in  B .A .O .R .

R e t i r e m e n t s
T h e  r e t ire m e n t o f  G e n . S ir  B r ian  H o rro c k s  has 

a lread y  b e e n  a n n o u n c ed . A  b r ie f  a c co u n t o f  h is  serv ice  
is  in c lu d e d  in  th is  n u m b e r .

M a jo r  J . E . D o b b s , M .C .,  re t ire d  o n  F e b ru a ry  15, 
1949, a n d  w ill b e  liv in g  a t  T re g o n w ith  V illa , M y lo r , 
C o rn w a ll. H e  w as b o m  o n  J u ly  2 9 , 1894.. H e  serv ed  
in  th e  ran k s  (n o t  in  th e  R e g im e n t)  fo r  n ea rly  e ig h t y ears , 
o b ta in in g  a re g u la r  c o m m iss io n  as 2 n d  L ie u te n a n t  o n  
A u g u s t  1, 1916. H e  b ecam e  a M a jo r  o n  A u g u s t  1, 19383 
a fte r  26  y e a rs ’ co m m iss io n ed  serv ice  a n d  h a d  a  to ta l 
se rv ice  o f  som e 4 0  years. H e  w as a local L ie u te n a n t-  
C o lo n e l in  th e  M a la y  V o lu n te e r  F o rc e  f ro m  S e p tem b e r  
2 9 , 1941, to  O c to b e r  2 8 , 1945. H e  w as A d ju ta n t ,  T .A . 
d u r in g  h is  serv ice. H e  se rv e d  in  th e  G re a t  W a r  in  
F ra n c e  a n d  F la n d e rs  f ro m  N o v e m b e r  5 , 1914, t0  
F e b ru a ry  22 , 1918, a n d  ag a in  O c to b e r  5 , 1918, to  
N o v e m b e r  11, 1918, a n d  w as m e n tio n e d  in  d esp a tch es  
a n d  a w ard ed  th e  M .C .

I n  th e  la te  w a r  h e  b ecam e  a  p r is o n e r  in  Jap an ese  
h a n d s  a fte r  th e  fall o f  S in g a p o re  a n d  w as in  p r iso n  in 
t h e  te r r ib le  R ailw ay  C am p .

M a jo r  P . A . F is h b o u m e  re t ire d  o n  O c to b e r  14, 19483 
a n d  is liv ing  a t 31 B eau fo rt G a rd e n s , S .W .3 . H e  was 
b o m  o n  F e b ru a ry  10, 1913. E n te re d  th e  M id d le sex  
R e g im e n t as 2 n d  L ie u te n a n t  o n  F e b ru a ry  2 , 1933- H e 
b e c am e  A c tin g  C a p ta in  o n  M a rc h  1, 1940, A c tin g  
M a jo r ,  N o v e m b e r  11, 1942, a n d  su b s ta n tiv e  M a jo r  
J u ly  1, 1946.

L t.-C o l.  F . G . P a rk e r ,  u n til  rec e n tly  employed as 
C a m p  C o m m a n d a n t,  th e  W a r O ffice, re tire d  on  January 
233 1949- H e  se rv ed  in  th e  ran k s  o f  th e  T .F .  for 234 
days b eco m in g  a te m p o ra ry  2 n d  L ie u te n a n t  on  Novem­
b e r  27 , 1915, a n d  su b s ta n tiv e  re g u la r  2 n d  Lieutenant, 
D e c e m b e r  4 , 1916. H e  c o m m a n d e d  th e  1st Battalion 
P .L .  K e n s in g to n  R e g im e n t f ro m  M a rc h  5, 1940, and 
w as su b s ta n tiv e  L ie u te n a n t-C o lo n e l o n  O ctober 22, 
1942.

A  fu ll a c co u n t o f  h is  se rv ice  w ill be  ap p earin g  in the 
C o lo n e l o f  th e  R e g im e n t’s N e w s L e tte r .

M u s e u m
T h e  M u s e u m  has n o w  th e  f ra m ed  copies of the 

G u a rd  R e p o r t  o f  th e  f irs t K in g ’s G u a rd  found  by the 
R e g im en t. I n  th e  sam e fram e  th e re  is also the  Guard 
R e p o rt  fo r  th e  f irs t g u a rd  a t  th e  B ank , th e  loyal and 
c o n g ra tu la to ry  te le g ra m  se n t to  H .R .H . the  Princess 
E liz a b e th  o n  th e  b i r th  o f  th e  R oyal P rin ce , and the 
rep ly  f ro m  th e ir  R o y a l H ig h n esses  th e  P rincess Elizabeth 
a n d  th e  D u k e  o f  E d in b u rg h .

R e c e n tly  th e  C o lo u rs  o f  th e  fo llow ing  Battalions ;ame 
to  th e  D e p o t fo r  n e ttin g  to  assis t in  th e i r  preservation 
n t h  S erv ice  B a tta lio n , 12th  Serv ice  Battalion, 13th 
Serv ice  B a tta lio n , 16 th  Serv ice  B atta lion  (Public 
S choo ls), 17 th  S erv ice  B a tta lio n  (1 st Football), 19th 
Serv ice  B a tta lio n  (2 n d  P u b lic  W o rk s  Pioneers), 23rd 
Serv ice  B a tta lio n  (2 n d  F o o tb a ll), 2 6 th  Serv ice  Battalion 
(3 rd  P u b lic  W o rk s  P io n eers). T h e s e  eight King’s 
C o lo u rs  h a n g  in  th e  G a rr iso n  C h u rc h , S t. P au l’s Church, 
M ill H ill  V illage.

T h e y  a re  in  fa ir c o n d itio n  a n d  all have th e  old type of 
h e a d  to  th e  C o lo u r S taff, i.e ., a  sp e a r  h e a d  instead of the 
n o rm a l Im p e ria l C ro w n , w h ic h  has b e e n  th e  recognised 
s ta ff  h ead  s ince early  in  th e  re ig n  o f  h e r  late Majesty 
Q u e e n  V ic to ria.

A ll th e  C o lo u rs  a re  o f  th e  reg u la tio n  p a tte rn  with the 
ex cep tio n  o f  th e  2 3 rd  (2 n d  F o o tb a ll)  B attalion. On this 
C o lo u r  th e  R o m a n  n u m era ls  X X I I I  is show n in chief 
d ex te r  u n io n , a n d  th e  w o rd in g  “  T h e  D u k e  of Cam­
b rid g e ’s O w n  ”  w ith in  a scro ll em blazoned “ The 
M id d le sex  R e g im e n t ”  a t  F esse  P o in t. T h is  is a most 
u n u su a l a n d  in te re s tin g  C o lour.

T h e  C u ra to r  w o u ld  b e  g ra te fu l i f  an y  reader can give 
in fo rm a tio n  c o n c ern in g  an y  o f  th ese  Colours.

T w o  o th e r  v e ry  in te re s tin g  ex h ib its  recently  acquire^ 
a re  th e  tw o  G e rm a n  flags th a t  w ere  tak en  at 
W e st A frica , A u g u s t 7 , 1914- T h e y  w ere removed fro® 
th e  G o v e rn o r’s P a lace  a n d  rep la c ed  b y  th e  Union Jac 
b y  C a p t. E d w a rd  B ark e r o f  th e  M id d lesex  RegJ®e“ 
(D .C .O .) ,  w h o  w as a t  th is  da te  a tta c h ed  to  W.A.r- ■ 
(W est A frican  F ro n tie r  F o rce). ,

O n e  is th e  Im p e r ia l  S ta n d a rd  o f  i^ errnan5r’t f 1A(i0if 
o th e r  is th e  s ta n d a rd  o r p riv a te  h o u se  flag o f H.H- • 
F re d e r ic h , D u k e  o f  M e ck le sb u rg , K n ig h t  o f the ts 
E ag le , G o v e rn o r  o f  T o g o la n d . T h e  tw o ^  .
p re se n ted  b y  M rs . S tev en s, sis te r  o f  th e  late

T h e  late  M a jo r  B ark er left th e  4 th  B atta lion  when^  
w ere  s ta tio n e d  in  D u b lin , 19043 a n d  was servin 
W e st A frica  a t th e  o u tb re a k  o f  th e  w a r in  1914- ^

T h e  C u ra to r  w o u ld  a p p rec ia te  an y  gifts of 
o r  W e llin g to n  b o o ts  an y  re a d e r  likes to  present.
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m  one o r  tw o  u n ifo rm s  in  h a n d  b u t  n o  h e lm e t p la te s  a p p o in te d  to  c o m m a n d  R ip o n  R ese rv e  C e n tre ,  w h ich
» m a k e  u p  g ro u p s  o f  f ig u res  a t  a la te r  date . I f  an y  he  h e ld  u n til  1918, a n d  h e  r e t ire d  m  N o v e m b e r  o f  th a t
reader c o u ld  h e lp  w o u ld  th e y  p lease  c o m m u n ica te  year, 
with th e  C u ra to r  a t  In g lis  B arracks.

News o f  I n d iv i d u a l s
M ajor B ertie  L a m b e r t ,  R .A .P .C . (fo rm erly  in  th e  

Regiment) is  n o w  in  E r itre a , h is  ad d ress  b e in g  12,
F.B.P.O., A sm ara , E ritrea .

Col. F .  W a ld e n  w rite s  f ro m  H .Q ., B .T .E . an d  
M editerranean C o m m a n d , w h e re  h e  is  in  ch arg e  o f 
Labour C o rp s  tro o p s.

M ajor R . W . D . S w o rd , M .C .,  is  n ow  w ith  th e  6 th  
K.A.R. in  D ar-e s -S a la a m . H e  has  b e e n  aw ay in  th e  
Tanganyika T e r r i to r y  rec ru itin g .

M ajor G . H o d d in g  is  n o w  co m m an d in g  “  E  ”  
Company, R o y a l P io n e e r  C o rp s , a t  W o o d lan d s C am p , 
Singapore, a n d  M a jo r  M a ssb y  o f  th e  2 /8 th  M id d lesex  
commands a c o m p an y  in  a n o th e r  g ro u p .

M ajor E . T h o m p s o n , M .C .,  is  D .A .A .G . a t  G .H .Q ., 
Far East L a n d  F o rces .

By th e  tim e  th ese  n o tes  a re  p u b lish e d  CoL N .  P . 
Procter, C .B .E ., M .C .,  s h o u ld  b e  b ack  f ro m  W est 
Africa. H e  w rite s  to  say  th a t  M a jo r  A. G . H e w itt, 
M.C., is n o w  in  G am b ia .

The R e g im e n t a re  fu lly  re p re se n te d  in  th is  p a r t  o f  
the w orld , a n d  in c lu d e  C u tts ,  H a n c o c k  (la te  1st B at­
talion), G a lv in , M r .  A r th u r  L e w in  (la te  9 th  B atta lio n  
and now  A tto rn e y  G e n e ra l, S ie rra  L e o n e ), T a y lo r, 
R. W. H . W illo u g h b y  a n d  D . B in d e r, w h o  a re  b o th  
working fo r th e  C o lo n ia l Office in  N ig eria .

M ajor A yre  is  s till in  B .A .O .R .
L t.-Col. A . E . G re e n , D .S .O .,  has re tu rn e d  to  th e  

United K in g d o m  fro m  G re e c e , w h ere  h e  w as w ith  th e  
10th M o u n ta in  D iv is io n  (G reek ). H e  has  b e e n  aw ard ed  
the G reek  M ilita ry  C ro ss  a n d  is  n o w  aw aitin g  a s ta ff 
appointment in  th e  c o u n try . H e  seem s to  h ave  seen  a 
good deal o f  v e ry  ac tive  w arfare  in  th is  p a r t  o f  th e  w o rld .

M ajor A y m er C la y to n  w ill sh o rtly  b e  fin ish in g  h is 
course a t  th e  J o in t  Serv ices S ta ff  C ollege. B rig . G . 
Weston a n d  L t .-C o l.  W illo u g h b y  a re  d u e  to  jo in  th e  
next course in  M ay .

M ajor R ic h a rd  A llo tt  is  n o w  S e c o n d -in -C o m m a n d  o f  
the E quato ria l C o rp s , S u d a n  D efen ce  F o rce.

O B IT U A R Y

We m u ch  re g re t  to  a n n o u n ce  th e  d e a th  o f  M a j.-G e n . 
C. R. S im pson , C .B ., w h o  d ied  o n  D e c e m b e r  7 , 1948. 
He spent m o st o f  h is  serv ice  in  th e  L in c o ln sh ire  R eg i­
ment, and  w as th e  f irs t C o m m a n d in g  O fficer o f  o u r  
4th Battalion, ra ised  in  F e b ru a ry , 1900. H e  re lin q u ish e d  
command o n  F e b ru a ry  24 , I 9° 4 - H e  w as b o m  on  
November 15, 1856, a n d  jo in ed  th e  10th  F o o t  in  
September, 1874. H e  w as a n  In s tru c to r  ( th e n  called 
Professor) a t th e  S ta ff  C o llege in  1893 t o  1898, an d  
^ o n g s t  h is  s tu d e n ts  w e re  F ie ld -M arsh a l L o rd  H aig  

,ar*d F ie ld -M arsh a l L o r d  A llen b y . H e  saw  service 
yroh his 1st B a tta lio n  as C .O . a t  A tb a ra  a n d  K h a r to u m  
m the re -c o n q u e s t o f  th e  S u d a n  W a r, 1898. H e  was 
aPpointed G .O .C .,  M a u ritiu s  in  1912. In  1916 he  was

L T .- G E N . S I R  B R IA N  H O R R O C K S ,  K .B .E . ,  
C .B . ,  D .S .O . ,  M .C .

L t .-G e n .  S ir  B rian  H o rro c k s  re t ire d  f ro m  th e  A rm y  
a t  th e  b e g in n in g  o f  th is  y ea r. H is  ca ree r h as  b e e n  as 
rem a rk a b le  as i t  has  b e e n  d is tin g u ish e d , a n d  in  an sw e r to  
m a n y  req u e s ts  a  b r ie f  o u tlin e  o f  i t  is g iv en  here .

H e  w as g a z e tted  to  th e  M id d le sex  R e g im e n t f ro m  
S a n d h u rs t  in  A u g u s t, 1914, a n d  a lm o st a t  o nce  jo in ed  
th e  1st B a tta lio n  w ith  th e  B ritish  E x p e d itio n a ry  F o rc e  
in  F ra n ce .

O n  O c to b e r  2 1 , d u r in g  th e  R e tre a t ,  h is  P la to o n —  
N o . 8— w as s u rro u n d e d  a n d  p rac tica lly  ev ery o n e  was 
e ith e r  k illed  o r  w o u n d e d . H e  h im se lf  w as c a p tu re d  
a fte r  h av in g  b e e n  severe ly  w o u n d e d  in  th e  s to m a c h  a n d  
s p e n t  a p p ro x im ate ly  a  y ea r in  d iffe ren t G e rm a n  h o s­
p ita ls . A s so o n  as h e  w as f it  h e  s ta r te d  to  m ak e  p lan s  to  
g e t free . H e  rap id ly  ach iev ed  a leg en d a ry  re p u ta tio n  fo r 
e scap in g  a n d  as fa r  as th e  G e rm a n s  w ere  c o n cern ed  
p ro v e d  q u ite  in co rrig ib le  in  th ese  m a tte rs . E v e n  th e  
m o s t rig o ro u s  im p riso n m e n t a n d  v ig ilan t w a tc h  failed  
to  b rea k  h is  d e te rm in a tio n  to  g e t b ack  to  F ra n ce . O u t 
o f  a  to ta l o f  te n  a tte m p ts  h e  rea c h e d  th e  D u tc h  f ro n tie r  
tw ice . O n  h is  la s t  e ffo rt h e  e scap ed  b y  h im se lf  f ro m  a  
cam p  in  th e  H a rz  M o u n ta in s  a n d  w as free  fo r  fo u rte e n  
days b e fo re  b e in g  re c a p tu re d  w i th in  s ig h t o f  H o llan d . 
H e  w as ac tu a lly  u n d e rg o in g  so lita ry  co n fin em en t fo r 
th is  ex p lo it w h e n  th e  A rm is tice  w as signed . F o r  h is  
u n fa ilin g  co u rag e  a n d  d e te rm in a tio n  in  th ese  a tte m p ts  
h e  w as aw ard ed  th e  M ilita ry  C ro ss . R ead e rs  w ill f in d  a 
m o re  d e ta iled  a c co u n t o f  th ese  escapes in  H erv ey ’s 
“  C a g e d  B ird s .”

A n o th e r  rem ark ab le  a ch iev em en t d u r in g  h is im p riso n ­
m e n t w as th a t  h e  lea rn t to  sp eak  f lu en t R ussian .

W ith in  tw o  m o n th s  o f  h is  re p a tr ia tio n  to  G re a t  
B rita in  h e  w as passed  as fit a n d  h a d  e m b ark ed  fo r  serv ice  
in  R u ssia  a n d  S iberia . H e  la n d e d  a t V lad ivostock  a n d  
m o v ed  u p  to  O m sk  to  jo in  G e n . K n o x ’s M ilita ry  M issio n . 
A n  A n g lo -R u ss ian  B rig ad e  w as fo rm e d  a t  Y e k a te rin ­
b u rg  (now  S verdlovsk) som e th ir ty  m iles f ro m  th e  
S ib e ria n -R u ss ia n  b o u n d a ry . T h is  B rig ad e  c o n s is ted  
o f  B ritish  officers a n d  R u ss ian  o th e r  ranks,' a n d  h e  w as 
g iv en  c o m m an d  o f  a  tra in in g  sch o o l fo r  R u ss ian  n o n ­
co m m issio n ed  officers.

T h is  B rig ad e  w as ev en tu a lly  d isb a n d e d  a n d  h e  was 
a p p o in te d  L ia iso n  O fficer to  th e  F ir s t  S ib e ria n  A rm y .

T h e  W h ite  A rm ies  th e n  s ta r te d  to  d is in te g ra te  a n d  
th e  F irs t  S ib e rian  A rm y  w ith d re w  to  K rasn o y a rsk , 
w h ic h  is in  c e n tra l S iberia , a n d  a b o u t  300 m iles  n o r th  
o f  O u te r  M ongo lia . A n y o n e  w h o  ex p e rien ced  th is  
w ith d raw a l m u s t  h av e  re liv ed  th e  n ig h tm a re s  o f  N a p o ­
leo n ’s r e tre a t  f ro m  M oscow — th e  co n fu s io n  o f  a n  a rm y  
a d rif t  an d  b reak in g  u p , ty p h u s  rag in g , h a rr ie d  a n d  c u t 
o ff  b y  th e  R e d  A rm y  an d , above all, th e  d ead ly  em b race  
o f  a S ib e rian  w in ter. M u c h  o f  th e  w ith d ra w a l was 
c a rried  o u t b y  sle igh  a n d  d u r in g  it  H o rro c k s  d eve loped  
ty p h u s . O n  a rriv a l a t  K ra sn o y a rsk  h e  fo u n d  th a t  
th o u sa n d s  o f  ty p h u s  cases h a d  p rec e d e d  h im . T h e re
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were no  p ro p e r  facilities a n d  th e  sick w ere sleeping  
three to  tw o  b e d s  w ith  o n e  n u rse  fo r  128 p a tien ts . U n d e r  
these co n d itio n s  h e  w o u ld  a lm o st ce rta in ly  have d ied  b u t  
for Capt. H ay s  (R oyal N o rfo lk  R e g im e n t a n d  la te r 
Commander 3 rd  D iv isio n ) w h o  d a ily  m an ag ed  to  b rin g  
him m ilk a n d  w h ite  b read . W h e n  h e  recovered  he 
found h im se lf  a p r iso n e r  o f  th e  R eds.

He was m o v ed  b ack  u n d e r  e sco rt b y  t ra in  to  M oscow  
where he w as p u t  in to  a co n cen tra tio n  cam p . I t  was not 
until O c to b e r, 1920, th a t  h e  w as rep a tr ia te d  to  E n g lan d  
via P e tro g rad  (L e n in g ra d ), F in la n d  a n d  D en m ark .

On his r e tu rn  h e  ag a in  jo in ed  th e  1st B atta lion , serv ing  
with them  in  S ilesia, th e  U n ite d  K in g d o m  an d  G erm any . 
During th is  p e rio d  h e  re p re se n te d  G re a t  B rita in  in  th e  
Pentathlon te a m  a t th e  O ly m p ic  G am es in  P aris . I n  
addition, a t  one  tim e  o r  a n o th e r  he  rep re se n te d  d ie  1st 
Battalion in  every  sp o rt— a v e ry  s in g u la r  d istin c tio n  
in itself.

In 1927 h e  w as a p p o in te d  A d ju ta n t  to  th e  9 th  B at­
talion an d  in  1931 h e  w as se lec ted  fo r th e  S ta ff  College. 
Here he again  m an a g e d  to  co m b in e  s tu d y  w ith  a lead ing  
part in sp o rts . H is  in n o v atio n  o f  re q u ir in g  th e  las t f ielder 
dropping a ca tch  to  w ear a p a rticu la rly  d istin c tiv e  and  
highly co lo u red  cap  has u n fo rtu n a te ly  d ied  out.

After q u a lify ing  a t C am b erley  h e  re jo in ed  th e  1st 
Battalion in  E g y p t b u t  w as v e ry  soon a p p o in ted  S taff 
Captain in  th e  W a r Office a n d  la te r  B rigade M ajo r 5 th  
Infantry B rig ad e , a t A ld e rsh o t. I n  Jan u a ry , I 935> 
was m ade a B rev e t M a jo r  a n d  in  J u ly , I 937> a B revet 
Lieutenant-Colonel. F ro m  1938 to  194°  he  was resp ec­
tively G en era l S ta ff  O fficer G ra d e ' 2 a n d  G en era l S taff 
Officer G ra d e  1 a t th e  S ta ff  C ollege, C am berley .

It had b een  d e c id e d  th a t  h e  sh o u ld  tak e  over com ­
mand o f th e  2 n d  B a tta lio n  in  th e  B ritish  E x p ed itio n a ry  
Force in  F ra n ce  o n  M a y  20. I t  ap p ears  th a t  th e  co n ten ts  
of his n ew sp ap er o n  th e  m o rn in g  o f  M ay  10 d ecided  
him that M ay  20 w as leav ing  i t  a b i t  late  an d  h e  ap p eared  
out of the  b lu e  a t  L o u v a in  o n  M a y  12 an d  im m edia te ly  
took over c o m m an d  f ro m  M a jo r  R eid . O ld  m em b ers  o f 
the 2nd B a tta lio n  w ill re m e m b e r  h is  a rriv al w ith  a very 
much clearer p ic tu re  a n d  g rasp  o f  w h a t w as h a p p e n in g  
and imp en d in g  th a n  any  o f  th o se  o n  th e  spo t. T h e  
history o f th e  2 n d  B a tta lio n  d u r in g  th e  n e x t th re e  w eeks 
is the story  o f  G en . H o rro c k s ’ c o m m an d  o f  th e  B at­
talion. T h e re  is n o t space  to  fo llow  th e  v arious events 
that crow ded in  o n  one a n o th e r  d u r in g  th o se  days b u t 
those who se rv ed  u n d e r  h is  c o m m an d  w ill in  p a rticu la r  
remember h is l im itless  e n th u s ia sm  a n d  o p tim ism  w hen  
he well k n ew  h im se lf  th a t  th e re  was little  ju stification  
for either, h is  e x tra o rd in a ry  facu lty  fo r  b e in g  everyw here 
at the same tim e , a n d  p e rh a p s  less w ide ly  realised , b u t  
probably m o st im p o r ta n t ,  h is  ab ility  fo r  an tic ip a tin g  
events, so th a t  n o  new  o rd e r  o r s u d d e n  change o f 
circumstances ever faced  h im  w ith  a s itu a tio n  fo r w h ich  
he had not a lready  p rep a re d .

Two days b e fo re  th e  ev acu a tio n  f ro m  D u n k irk  h e  was 
made co m m an d er o f  th e  n t h  In fa n try  B rigade.

On the re -fo rm in g  o f  th e  3 rd  D iv isio n  in  Ju n e , I94°> 
mider M a j.-G e n . M o n tg o m e ry , h e  w as a p p o in ted  to  
command th e  9 th  In fa n try  B rigade. F ro m  th e n  o n w ard  
his advancem ent w as rap id  ; B rig ad ier G en era l S taff 
^ F e b ru a ry , 1941, C o m m a n d e r  4 4 th  D iv isio n  in  Ju n e  , 
Commander 9 th  A rm o u re d  D iv ision  in  M a rc h , I 942>

L I  -5

C o m m a n d e r  13 C o rp s  b e fo re  E l  A lam e in  in  A u g u st. 
H e n c e fo rth  G e n . H o rro c k s’ c a re e r is  p u b lic  k now ledge  
a n d  a p a r t  o f  E n g lish  h isto ry .

A fte r  th e  b a tt le  o f  E l A lam ein  h e  w as aw a rd e d  th e  
D .S .O .

H e to o k  o v e r c o m m a n d  o f  9 th  C o rp s  d u r in g  th e  
c a p tu re  o f  T u n is  a n d  re tu rn e d  to  10 th  C o rp s  a fte r  th e  
G e rm a n  s u rre n d e r  in  N o r th  A frica.

I n  A u g u s t, 1943, h e  h a d  th e  e n d u rin g  m is fo rtu n e  to  b e  
v e ry  se rio u sly  w o u n d e d  in  an  a ir  a ttack  a n d  w as b ro u g h t 
b ack  to  E n g la n d . F o r  h is  serv ice  in  N o r th  A frica  h e  was 
a p p o in te d  a C .B .

T h o u g h  s till su ffe rin g  f ro m  his w o u n d s  h e  m an ag ed  
to  b e  p a sse d  f it a n d  in  A u g u s t, I 944> h e  to o k  o v er 
co m m a n d  o f  30 C o rp s  in  N o rm a n d y , c o m m a n d in g  
th e m  u n til  th e  e n d  o f  th e  w a r  in  E u ro p e . H e  was 
c rea ted  a K .B .E . in  Ju ly , 1945- *n  F e b ru a ry , 1946, h e  
w as p ro m o te d  to  b e  G e n e ra l O fficer C o m m a n d e r-in -  
C h ie f  W e ste rn  C o m m an d .

In  1947 h e  w as g iv en  th e  d is tin c tio n  o f  c o m m a n d in g  
th e  B ritish  A rm y  o f  th e  R h in e . B u t a ll th is  t im e  th e  
in sid io u s effects o f  h is  earlie r w o u n d s , f ro m  w h ic h  he  
h a d  n ev e r m o re  th a n  p a rtia lly  reco v e red , h a d  b een  
sa p p in g  h is  en e rg y  a n d  u n d e rm in in g  h is h e a lth . F ee lin g  
h im se lf  u n a b le  to  su s ta in  th e  flow  o f  seem ing ly  u n lim ite d  
en erg y  h e  to o k  w h a t m u s t  h ave  b e e n  th e  h a rd e s t d ec ision  
o f  h is  life a n d  ask ed  to  b e  re liev ed  o r h is  co m m an d . I t  is 
p e rh a p s  a m easu re  o f  h is  ch a ra c te r  th a t  a t th e  su m m it o f  
h is A rm y  ca ree r he  su cceed ed  w h e re  th e  g rea te s t o f  
co m m an d ers  b e fo re  h im  h a d  fa iled  in  th a t  h e  chose  for 
h im se lf  th e  m o m e n t to  tu rn  back.

H is  d eco ra tio n s  f ro m  A llied  S ta te s  in c lu d e  : 
C o m m a n d e r, O rd e r  o f  K in g  G eo rg e  1 s t ;  K n ig h t  G ra n d  
O fficer o f  th e  O rd e r  o f  O ran g e  N a ssa u  w ith  S w o rd s ; 
G ra n d  O fficer o f  th e  O rd e r  o f  th e  C ro w n  w ith  P a lm  an d  
C ro ix  de  G u e r re , 1940, w ith  P a lm  ; C o m m a n d e r , L e g io n  
o f  M e ri t ,  U .S .A .

U S H E R  O F  T H E  B L A C K  R O D  

S i r  B r i a n  H o r r o c k s  C o m e s  t o  W h i t e h a l l  f r o m  th e  
B a t t l e f i e ld s

(R e p rin te d  f ro m  “ T h e  L e a d e r ”  M ag az in e  b y  k in d  
p e rm iss io n  o f  th e  E d ito r)

“  I t  is n o t  q u ite  w h a t i t  u se d  to  b e ,”  a d m itte d  th e  
o ld  Black R o d  as h e  ta lk ed  to  th e  n ew  B lack  R o d  o f  his 
h ig h  office. “  I n  th e  o ld  days w e n o t  o n ly  h a d  a  res id en ce  
h e re  in  th e  H o u se  o f  L o rd s , b u t  a n o th e r  a t  W in d so r  
C astle . M o s t  c o n v en ien t all r o u n d .”

T h e  o ld  B lack  R o d  w as V ice -A d m ira l S ir  G eoffrey  
Blake. T h e  n ew  o n e  is  L t .-G e n .  S ir  B r ian  H o rro c k s, 
th e  so ld ie r w h o  o nce  sa id  th a t  th e  cerem o n ies  o f  “  G e n ­
era l’s in sp ec tio n s  ”  in  th e  A rm y  w ere  “  f r ig h tfu l eye- 
w ash .”

N o  eyew ash  is th e  c e rem o n y  w h ic h  B rian  H o rro c k s  
(o f  th e  8 th  A rm y  a n d  th e  R h in e ) w ill h e n c e fo r th  a d o rn . 
T h e  ta ll, lean  m an  w ith  th e  g en tly  sa rd o n ic  sm ile , w h o  
is th e  new  G e n tle m a n  U sh e r  o f  th e  B lack  R o d , h o ld s  an 
office w h ic h  sym bolises a ll th a t  is g rea te s t in  th e  c o u n ­
t ry ’s t ra d itio n  o f  ch ivalry .

E v e ry  a fte rn o o n  f ro m  n o w  o n , w h e n  th e  H o u se  is 
s it tin g , th e  m an  w h o  a  few  years ago w as liv in g  “  h a rd  ”  
in  th e  d e sert w ith  h is  m e n , w ill d o n  th e  b lack  co a t, k nee
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b ree c h e s  a n d  b u c k le  shoes o f  th e  B lack  R o d , a rm  h im ­
se lf  w ith  a C o u r t  sw o rd  in  a  b lack  sc ab b a rd  a n d  a ra p ie r ­
lik e  s tick  c ro w n e d  w ith  a g o ld en  lio n , a n d  a tte n d  u p o n  
th e  L o rd s .

T h e  C o n d u c t  o f  W o r k
Y e t w h e n  B rian  H o rro c k s  f irs t  cam e to  ex am in e  th e  

K in g ’s a p p o in tm e n t h e  fo u n d  o d d ly  lit tle  in fo rm a tio n  
a b o u t  its  sco p e, o th e r  th a n  th a t  i t  d id  n o t  give h im  a 
W e stm in s te r  res id e n ce  as fo rm e rly . T h e  “  B ib le  ”  o f  
W e stm in s te r ,  th e  p o n d e ro u s  E rsk in e  M a y  v o lu m e , w as 
o d d ly  r e t i c e n t ; b u t  in  h is  n av a l p red e c e sso r, G eo ffrey  
B lake ( re t ir in g  b e c au se  o f  d eafn ess  b ro u g h t  o n  b y  g u n  
b las t)  h e  fo u n d  a g u id e  w h o  h a d  s p e n t  m u c h  o f  h is  fo u r 
y e a rs  o f  office in  d e fin in g  th e  d u tie s  a n d  th e i r  o rig in .

F ir s t ,  a n d  sh o w iest, c o m es th e  s u m m o n s  o f  th o se  th re e  
s h a rp  ra p s  w ith  h is  B lack  R o d  o n  th e  d o o rs  o f  th e  H o u se  
o f  C o m m o n s .

S ir  B r ian  H o rro c k s  is  s e a te d  d u r in g  th e  H o u se  o f  
L o rd s  sess io n  in  th e  B lack  R o d ’s b o x  n e a r  th e  b a r.  W h e n  
B ills  a re  rea d y  fo r  th e  R o y a l A sse n t h e  s ta r ts  o n  h is 
jo u rn e y  to  th e  C o m m o n s , g iv in g  w a rn in g  so th a t  ju s t  as 
h e  rea c h e s  th e  lo w er h o u se  th e  d o o r is  s la m m e d  in  h is  
face— i n  w a rn in g  m e m o ry  o f  C h a r le s  I ’s a t te m p t  to  
a rre s t  five m em b e rs .

W h e n  th e  d o o r  is  o p e n e d  h e  m arc h e s  in  a n d  u p  to  th e  
S p eak e r a n d  m ak es “  h is  l it tle  o ra t io n ,”  w h ic h  is  e ith e r  
“  M r .  S p e a k e r, th e  L o rd s  C o m m iss io n e rs  d e s ire  th is  
h o n o u ra b le  H o u se  . . . ”  o r  “  M r. S p e a k e r, H is  M a je s ty  
c o m m a n d s  th is  h o n o u ra b le  H o u se  to  a t te n d  im m e ­
d ia te ly  . . . .”

T h e  n e w  B lack  R o d  lives  fu lly  u p  to  th e  o rig in a l 
re q u ire m e n ts  as  “  o n e  fam o u s  in  A rm s  a n d  B lood , liv in g  
w i th in  th e  D o m in io n s  o f  th e  S o v e re ig n .”

W h e n  w a r  b ro k e  o u t  in  1939 h e  w as a n  u n k n o w n  
L ie u te n a n t-C o lo n e l.

“  T h e  m o s t  I  c o u ld  look  fo rw a rd  to  w as c o m m a n d  o f  a 
b a tta lio n  in  m y  o ld  R e g im e n t— th e  M id d le s e x ,”  w as 
w h a t  h e  o n ce  con fessed . H e  h a d  b e e n  a C a p ta in  w ith  a 
M ilita ry  C ross as lo n g  ago as 1917. P ro m o tio n  h a d  b e e n  
slow . T h e n  ju s t  a fte r  D u n k irk  h e  g o t h is  c o m m a n d , a n d  
sh o rtly  a fte rw a rd s  w as p ro m o te d  to  B rig ad ie r. A  y e a r  
la te r  h e  w as one o f  th e  “  u n k n o w n s  ”  w h o  w e re  q u ie tly  
a sse m b le d  a ro u n d  M o n tg o m e ry  b e fo re  E l  A lam ein  to  
b u ild  a  n e w  arm y .

B rian  H o rro c k s  w as a f ro n t- l in e  so ld ie r  b y  in s tin c t. 
H e  liv ed  a n d  s le p t w ith  h is  tan k s  ; h e  w as so  m u c h  a 
f ro n t-l in e  m an  th a t  h e  w as a lm o s t k illed  a t  B ize rta , an d  
i t  w as as a re s u lt  o f  h is  w o u n d  th e n  th a t  la s t O c to b e r  h e  
w as re t ire d  f ro m  th e  A rm y . B efo re  th a t  h e  h a d  th e  IX , 
X  a n d  X I  C o rp s  in  N o r th  A frica , a n d  th e  X X X  C o rp s  
a fte r  D -D a y .

H e  b ecam e  a G e n e ra l w h o se  re p u ta tio n  fo r  sp eed y  
ad v an ces  w as riv a lled  on ly  b y  th o se  o f  G e n e ra l  P a tto n . 
B y  a co in c id en ce  b o th  so ld ie rs  h a d  in  th e i r  day  b e e n  in  
th e  g ru e llin g  P e n ta th lo n  O ly m p ic  co n te s ts  c o m p e te d  
fo r  b y  so ld iers.

T h e n ,  a fte r  th e  w ar, h e  w as m ad e  C .- in -C . W e ste rn  
C o m m a n d , a n d  la te r  c o m m a n d e d  th e  B ritish  A rm y  o f  
th e  R h in e .

“  B a a ,  B a a ,  B la c k  S h e e p  ”
B rian  H o rro c k s  m ay  fin d  th e  B ox o f  th e  B lack  R o d  

to o  sh e lte re d  a  p o s t fro m  w h ic h  to  v iew  th e  b a ttle s  in

th e  p o litic a l a re n a , o r  th e  re fin ed  echoes o f  th em  that 
rea c h  th e  H o u se  o f  L o rd s . F o r  h e  h im se lf  is an easy 
a n d  p e rsu as iv e  ta lk e r, w ith  s tro n g  v iew s a n d  a sense of 
h u m o u r . N o t  lo n g  ago h e  w as c a m p a ig n in g  against the 
d ecay  o f  re lig io n  in  th e  A rm y , a n d  i llu s tra tin g  th is  with a 
s to ry  o f  a y o u n g  re c ru it  w h o m  h e  h a d  questio n ed  on the 
m a tte r  o f  h is  relig io u s  life , a n d  f ro m  w h o m  he had 
e x tra c te d  th e  a ssu ran ce  th a t  h e  d i d  k n o w  w hat Good 
F r id a y  w as. “  I t  w as o n ly  a fte rw a rd s  th a t  I  learned the 
b o y  th o u g h t  I  w as re fe rrin g  to  so m eo n e  he called 
‘ R o b in so n  C ru so e ’s so rt  o f  b a tm a n .’ ”

A s a  ru g g e r  p lay e r , B r ian  H o rro c k s  is unlikely to 
su ffe r an y  su c h  in ju ry  as cam e to  o n e  B lack  Rod, who 
w as tra m p le d  u p o n  b y  eag er M .P .s  ru sh in g  back from 
th e  L o rd s  to  g e t  th e i r  seats  a fte r  th e  O p e n in g  Speech. 
N o r ,  in  th e  s ta id  a tm o sp h e re  o f  th e  L o rd s  today is he 
like ly  to  h av e  th e  e x p e rien ce  o f  a B lack  R od who 
re c o rd e d  th a t  h e  d is tin c tly  h e a rd  th e  P rin ce  Regent 
in se r t  th e  w o rd s  “  b a a , b aa , b lack  sh e ep  ”  in  th e  King’s 
S p eech , to  d isco v e r a fte rw a rd s  th a t  h e  h a d  done it for a 
h u n d re d -g u in e a  b e t  w ith  S h e r id a n .

A s la te  as 1875 th e  B lack  R o d ’s jo b  w as w o rth  £5,000 
a  y ea r. S ir  B r ia n  H o rro c k s  w ill ge t o n ly  £1 ,320 but 
h o ld s  th e  a p p o in tm e n t fo r  life. H e  is  o n ly  53.

R E T I R E M E N T  O F  C O L . S I R  E D W IN  KING, 
K .C .B .,  C .M .G .,  T .D .,  D .L .

N O T E  B Y  T H E  C O L O N E L  O F  T H E  R E G I M E N T  

I n  p u b l i s h i n g  th i s  reco rd , o f  s e r v ic e  I  a m  p e r s o n a l ly  very 
m i n d f u l  o f  t h e  d e v o t io n  o f  t h i s  m o s t  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  member 
o f  t h e  R e g i m e n t  i n  t h e  T e r r i t o r i a l  A r m y  f o r  o u r 7th 
B a t t a l i o n .  T h r o u g h o u t  m y  s e r v ic e  a s  C o lo n e l  s in ce  A pril, 
1942, I  h a v e  a l w a y s  r e c e i v e d  f r o m  h i m  th e  f u l l e s t  support, 
a n d  h a v e  h a d  th e  b e n e f i t  o f  h i s  w is e  c o u n s e l  i n  a l l  matters 
r e la t in g  to  t h e  T e r r i t o r i a l  u n i t s  o f  o u r  R e g im e n t .  I  look 
f o r w a r d  s t i l l  t o  r e c e iv e  f r o m  h i m  b o th  s u p p o r t  a n d  counsel 

i n  m y  h i g h l y  r e s p o n s ib le  a n d  d i f f i c u l t  t a s k .

C ol. S ir  E d w in  K in g , o f  T h e  O ld  H ouse, East 
F in c h le y , h a s  ju s t  re t ire d  f ro m  h is  appointm ent as 
H o n o ra ry  C o lo n e l o f  th e  7 th  B a tta lio n  T h e  Middlesex 
R e g im e n t, a fte r  b e in g  p e rm itte d  b y  th e  W ar Office to 
se rv e  in  th a t  cap ac ity  tw o  years b e y o n d  the  extreme 
age lim it. H e  h a d  co m p le te d  o n  re tire m en t over 52 
y e a rs ’ serv ice  in  th e  7 th  M id d le sex , a record  that is 
n o t  likely  to  b e  su rp assed .

S ir  E d w in  K in g  w as a p p o in te d  2 n d  L ie u te n a n t  m 
1896, p ro m o te d  L ie u te n a n t  in  1897, C ap ta in  i n ^ 9?J> 
L ie u te n a n t-C o lo n e l in  1907, a n d  C o lo n el in  l 9l °- £  
n ev e r h e ld  th e  ra n k  o f  M a jo r. H e  com m anded 
7 th  M id d le sex  f ro m  1907-1918, a n d  succeeded the la 

S ir  H e n ry  B ow les as its  H o n o ra ry  Colonel in I9*> 
D u r in g  th e  S o u th  A frican  W a r in  1900 h e  was secon 
as a L ie u te n a n t  in  th e  C o lo n ia l M o u n te d  Infantry- 
to o k  p a r t  in  th e  o p e ra tio n s  in  B ech u an a lan d , in j 
th e  ac tio n  a t  F a b e rs ’ P u ts , a n d  su b seq u en tly  se 
w ith  th e  R h o d esia  F ie ld  F o rc e  in  th e  W estern  
vaal, in c lu d in g  th e  a tte m p t to  relieve Col. Ho 
g a rriso n  a t E la n d s  R iv e r, a n d  th e  su b seq u e n t retrea

M afek in g . months
D u r in g  th e  f irst w o rld  w a r h e  se rv ed  fo r a few m 

a t G ib ra l ta r  a n d  th e n  in  F ra n ce  a n d  F landers. V C O L .  S I R  E D W I N  K I N G ,  K . C . B . ,  C . M . G . ,  T . D . ,  D . L .



^Jh e  2 ) i e  -—Jd ardd

.1915 h e  co m m a n d e d  th e  7 th  M id d le sex  in  th e  b a ttle s  o f  
A u b e rs , G iv e n c h y  a n d  B ois G re n ie r ,  fo rm in g  p a r t  o f  
th e  b a ttle  o f  L o o s  ; in  1916 h e  c o m m a n d e d  th e  7 th  
M id d le sex  o n  th e  S o m m e in  th e  b a ttle s  o f  G o m m e c o u rt, 
G in c h y , F le rs -C o u rce le tte  a n d  M o rv a l, a n d  in  1917 a t 
A rras  in  th e  b a ttles  o f  th e  F i r s t  S ca rp e , A rley x  a n d  th e  
T h i rd  S ca rp e . In  1918 h e  w as p o s te d  to  th e  S ta ff  o f  th e  
X V  C o rp s , w ith  th e  ra n k  o f  C o lo n e l, g rad e d  as an  
A .A .G ., a n d  w as p re se n t  a t th e  b a ttle s  o f  th e  L y s , 
E s ta ire s  a n d  H a z e b ro u ck , a n d  in  th e  fina l o p e ra tio n s  
k n o w n  as th e  A d v an ce  to  V ic to ry . A fte r  th e  A rm is tice  
h e  w as a p p o in te d  C o m m a n d e r  o f  th e  L ille  S u b -A re a , 
a n d  a fte r  th e  e v acu a tio n  o f  L ille , C o m m a n d e r  o f  th e  
Y p re s  S u b -A rea .

I n  rec o g n itio n  o f  h is  serv ices  in  th e  w a r , S ir  E d w in  
K in g  w as th re e  tim e s  m e n tio n e d  in  d e sp a tc h e s  fo r  
g a lla n t a n d  d is tin g u ish e d  serv ices  in  th e  fie ld , a n d  w as 
a p p o in te d  in  1916 a  C o m p a n io n  o f  th e  M o s t  D is t in ­
g u ish e d  O rd e r  o f  S t. M ic h a e l a n d  S t. G eo rg e . I n  1936 
th e  E a r l  M a rs h a l  a u th o r ise d  a n d  d ire c te d  G a r te r  a n d  
C la ren ceu x  K in g s  o f  A rm s  to  g ra n t  a n d  a ssig n  a specia l 
bad g e  to  S ir  E d w in  K in g  a n d  h is  fam ily , co m m e m o ra t­
in g  h is  se rv ices in  c o m m a n d  o f  th e  7 th  M id d le sex  in  
th e  F ir s t  B a ttle  o f  th e  S ca rp e , w h e n  th e  7 th  M id d le sex  
co m p le te ly  d e s tro y e d  th e  31 st G e rm a n  R e g im e n t ; th e  
b a d g e  is th e  se v e re d  c law  o f  a G e rm a n  E ag le , c h a rg e d  
w ith  th e  f ig u res  31.

I n  1931 S ir  E d w in  K in g  w as a p p o in te d  a id e -d e -c a m p  
to  H is  la te  M a je s ty  K in g  G e o rg e  V , a n d  se rv e d  K in g  
E d w a rd  V I I I  a n d  K in g  G e o rg e  V I  in  th e  sam e capacity . 
H e  h a d  th e  h o n o u r  o f  r id in g  in  a tte n d a n ce  o n  H is  
M a je s ty  a t  th e  C o ro n a tio n , a n d  r e t ire d  in  1941 o n  
c o m p le tin g  te n  y e a rs ’ serv ice.

H e  se rv ed  fo r  37 years as a m ilita ry  m e m b e r  o f  th e  
M id d le sex  T e r r i to r ia l  A rm y  a n d  A ir  F o rc e  A sso c ia tio n  ; 
h e  w as fo r  e leven  years v ice -c h a irm a n  a n d  f ro m  1937- 
1945 w as ch a irm a n . I n  reco g n itio n  o f  h is  se rv ices he  
w as, in  1939, a p p o in te d  a C o m m a n d e r  o f  th e  M o s t  
H o n o u ra b le  O rd e r  o f  th e  B a th , a n d  w as in  1944 p ro ­
m o te d  to  b e  a K n ig h t  C o m m a n d e r  o f  th e  sam e O rd e r.

D u r in g  th e  seco n d  w o rld  w a r  S ir  E d w in  K in g  serv ed  
as a Z o n e  C o m m a n d e r  in  th e  M id d le sex  H o m e  G u a rd . 
H e  is  a  D e p u ty  L ie u te n a n t  a n d  Ju s tic e  o f  th e  P eace  fo r  
th e  C o u n ty  o f  M id d le sex , a n d  w as a p p o in te d  H ig h  
S h e r if f  o f  th e  C o u n ty  in  1935, a n d  in  th e  fo llow ing  
y e a r, a c co m p an ied  b y  th e  t ru m p e te rs  o f  th e  R o y a l H o rse  
G u a rd s , d u ly  p ro c la im e d  a n d  p u b lis h e d  f ro m  th e  
G u ild h a ll a t  W e s tm in s te r  th e  access io n  to  th e  th ro n e  
o f  H is  M a je s ty  K in g  E d w a rd  V I I I .  I n  1945 h e  was 
c re a ted  a B ailiff G ra n d  C ro ss  o f  th e  O rd e r  o f  S t. Jo h n , 
a n d  in  th e  sam e  y ea r w as a p p o in te d  C h a n c e llo r  o f  th e  
O rd e r  a n d  C h ie f  E x e c u tiv e  O fficer to  H .R .H . th e  D u k e  
o f  G lo u c e ste r, G ra n d  P r io r  o f  th e  O rd e r ,  a n  a p p o in tm e n t 
w h ich  h e  still h o lds.

S P R I N G  G O L F  M E E T I N G
T h e  S p r in g  G o lf  M e e tin g  o f  th e  M id d le sex  R e g im e n t 

G o lfin g  S o c iety  w ill tak e  p lace  a t  H e n d o n  G o lf  C lu b  o n  
T h u r s d a y  a n d  F r id a y , A p ril  28 a n d  29 , 1949. W ill 
r e t i re d  officers w h o  w ish  to  p lay  fo r th e  P a s t v. P re se n t 
k in d ly  c o m m u n ica te  w ith  L t .-C o l.  W . H . S am u el, 
“  G re e n  m ea d ,”  B ro c k e n h u rs t, H a n ts .

In
attendance.

M I N U T E S  o f  a  M E E T I N G  o f  t h e  C O M M IT T E E  o f thf 
M I D D L E S E X  R E G I M E N T  O F F IC E R S ’ C L U B  h eld  a t  thf 
M I D D L E S E X  G U I L D H A L L , W E S T M IN S T E R , S.W .i, on 

J A N U A R Y  27» X949, a t  2  P.M.
Present : C ol. M . B row ne, M .C ., D .L .,  J .P. (Colonel of the 

R egim ent).
Brig. B . B . R ackham , C .B .E ., M .C . (Chairman).
Brig. E . E . F . Baker, C .B .E ., D .S .O .,  M .C ., T .D ., D L  

J.P ., A .D .C .
L t.-C o l. C . P. R ooke, O .B .E ., M .C .
L t.-C o l. J. D . R ob b in s, O .B .E .
L t.-C o l. W . L . R oberts, O .B .E ., M .C .
M ajor R . C . H . B ellers.
M ajor H . K . H ardcastle , T .D .
Brig. G . P . L . W esto n , D .S .O .,  O .B .E .
M ajor C . M . M . M a n , M .C .
L t.-C o l. T .  S. W ellocom b e, M .C .
M ajor A . W . Clark, O .B .E . (Secretary).

A pologies for  non -a tten d an ce w ere received  fr o m : Col. G. 
B each, C .B ., O .B .E ., T .D .,  D .L .,  J .P ., L t.-C o l. M . Crawford,
D .S .O ., M ajor N . H . B . L y o n , M .C ., M ajor H . M arsh.

x. M in u te s . T h e  m in u tes o f  th e  last m eetin g  having been cir­
cu lated  were s ign ed  b y  th e  C hairm an as correct.

2 . Secre ta ry ’s R eport. T h e  Secretary reported :
(a ) T h a t  th e  paid  m em bersh ip  o f  th e  C lub  on  December 31.

1948, w as 370.
(b) T h a t th e  results o f  th e W inter C ocktail Party held in the

Officers’ M ess, Inglis Barracks, on  October 28. 1948, 
was a cred it balance o f  £ 1 7  5s. 3d . T h is  amount has 
been  carried forward to  th e  general account o f the Club.

3. E lection  o f  N e w  M em bers. T h e  C om m ittee approved of the 
fo llow in g  bein g  elected  to  th e  C lub  : L t. G . Sander, Major R. K. B. 
A llo tt, M .C ., 2 /L t. J. C. B ucknall, L t. P . W . C . W est.

4. 6 th  B a tta lio n  F unds. M ajor H ardcastle reported that the 
C harity C om m issioners and U n ited  Services Trustees will not 
agree to  any alteration to  th e  D eed , and that th e Revenue of the 
F u n d  w ill b e applicable for th e  serving  officers o f the Regiment 
only. C ol. B row ne recom m ended  and th e  C om m ittee approved 
that a sm all C om m ittee be form ed  to  investigate the legal position 
and it  was approved that th e  fo llow in g constitu te  the Committee: 
L t.-C o l. M . Craw ford, D .S .O .,  M ajor H . K . Hardcastle, T.D. 
L t.-C o l. J. D . R ob b in s, O .B .E ., M ajor R . C . H . Bellers.

5. M .C .C . Season T ickets. T h e  Secretary was authorised to 
purchase tw o  season tick ets for 1949 to  b e available to  Club Member, 
during th e  current cricket season.

6. O fficers’ C lub D inner. '
(a) L t.-C o l. W . L . R oberts stated  that h e had made several 

enquiries as to  su itab le  p laces at reasonable charges and 
after som e d iscu ssion  it w as d ecid ed  that he should again 
approach th e  Junior U n ited  Service C lub to  ascertain ll 
1 reduction  in  price (exclusive o f  w in es) can be obtained.
T h e  quotation  m ade by  th e  J .U .S .C . o f  45S- --------
w in es) w as too  h igh . F ailing  th is , that the estimate 01 
th e  Cafe R oyal for d inner and on e  glass o f P°rt be 
accepted  at a cost to  m em bers o f  18s. per head. Lt.Col. 
R oberts prom ised  to  report th e  results o f  the above at 
th e  n ex t m eetin g  on  A pril 21 , 1949 - „  , w

(b) T h e  C om m ittee  d ecid ed  that th e R egim ental Band would
n ot be required to  p lay  at th e  A nnual Dinner.

(c) T h e  dress to  be lounge su it or uniform .
7. R u le  6 U nder  “  B  ” C ricket. T h e  C om m ittee ruled that Rule 6 

under “ B  ” C ricket b e adhered to  and that in  future all meals 10 
m em bers o f  th e  cricket team  w ould  b e d eb ited  to  their account.

8. A ccoun ts  fo r  1948. L t.-C o l. J. D . R obbins reported to uw 
C om m ittee that ow in g to  th e  increased s ize  o f  th e  accounts ne 
unable to  p rod u ce th em  at today’s C om m ittee. It was
that in  future years th e  January m eeting  be postponed untilu*  
last T h u rsd ay  in  February. T h is  w ill a llow  the Auditors more 
for preparation and  for m em bers o f  th e  C om m ittee to  examine 
prior to  th e M eetin g . n m.

T h ere  b e in g  no further b usiness th e  m eetin g  closed at 320 y-

A d va n c e  I n fo r m a tio n — R e g im e n t a l  D in n er ..
T h e  date o f  th e  R egim ental D in n er  o f  th e  Officers Liu 

year is  F riday, June 24 , 1949- „  , ^ Kar]es H
I t  w ill be h e ld  at th e  Junior U n ited  Service C lub, Lnar 

Street, L on d on , S .W .i .  j  . w  9 large
T h e  price o f  tickets w ill be notified  later. It  is hoped tnat 

n um ber o f  officers w ill attend.

O F F I C E R S ’ C L U B  S O C I A L  A C T IV IT IE S , 1949
June 18 C ricket v .  H am pstead  H eathens, at Hampstead.

„  18 O .C .A . R eunion  at M ill H ill.
„  19 C ricket v .  R om any, M ill H ill.
„  20  ,, v .  C ryptics, M ill H ill.
„  21 v .  In cogn iti, M ill H ill.
„  22  „  v .  F ree F orresters, M ill H ill.
>» ^3  j. n  v .  Z ingari. P ossib le  tw o-day match.

”  24  O fficers’ C lub  D inner. ..
25  O fficers’ “  A t H o m e ,” O fficers M ess, M ill Hm.
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MINUTES o f  a  M E E T IN G  o f  th e  C O M M IT T E E  o f  th e  
u in D L E S E X  R E G IM E N T A L  A S S O C IA T IO N  h e ld  a t  th e  
5  D D L E S E X  G U I L D H A L L , W E S T M IN S T E R , S .W .i,  ON 

T H U R S D A Y , J A N U A R Y  27, 1949» AT 3 p.m.
• Brig. B. B . R ackham , C .B .E ., M .C ., C ol. M . Browne, 

u  c . D L .  J .P. (C olonel o f  th e  R eg im en t), Brig. E. E. F. Baker,
C B E ., D .5>.0 . , M .C ., T .D .,  D .L .,  J .P ., A .D .C ., L t.-C o l. C. P. 
Rooke, D .S .O ., L t.-C o l. W . L . R oberts, O .B .E ., M .C . (Chairm an),
11 -Col. T .  S. W ollocom b e, M .C ., L t.-C o l. J. D . R obbins, O .B .E ., 
Major H . K . H ardcastle, T .D .,  M ajor R . C . H . B ellers, R-S M .
W W eller, M .M ., M r. A . T od m an , M ajor A . W . Clark, O .B.E. 
Apologies for n on-attendance w ere received f r o m : Col. G .

Reach, C .B ., O .B .E ., T .D .,  D .L .,  J.P ., L t.-C o l. M . Crawford, 
S5.0-, M ajor N . H . B . L yon , M .C ., M ajor H . M arsh, S gt. E. 
Fletcher. , . ,

1 M inutes. T h e  m inutes o f  the last m eeting  having been cir­
cularised were s ign ed  b y  th e  C hairm an as correct.

2. Resignation o f  C hairm an. Brig. B. B. Rackham  resigned as 
chairman in  accordance w ith  R ule 6 o f th e  R egim ental A ssociation.
He regretted that he had to  vacate th e  Chair, b u t ow in g to  pressure 
of duties in  connection  w ith  h is work as Secretary to  th e  Territorial 
Association and M id d lesex  A rm y C adets he could  n ot devote the  
lime he w ould  like in  th e  in terest o f  th e  R egim ental A ssociation  
He desired to  have it  placed on  record that w ithout the continued  
support o f C ol. G . Beach, L t.-C o l. M . Crawford and L t.-C ol. J. D . 
Robbins he w ou ld  have b een  unable to  carry on  h is duties as

It was proposed b y  C ol. M . B row ne, seconded by Brig. E. E. F. 
Baker and unanim ously  approved b y  th e  C om m ittee that a vote  ol 
thanks be recorded for the excellen t m anner m  w hich  Brig. B. B. 
Rackham had conducted  th e  b usiness o f  the A ssociation and Officers 
Club during his tenure o f  office.

3 Election o f  C hairm an. I t  was proposed  by Brig. B. B. Rackham  
and seconded by Brig. Baker that L t.-C o l. W . L . R oberts be elected  
Chairman for th e  ensu ing  year. Carried unanim ously.

Lt -Col W . L . R oberts occup ied  th e  Chair vacated b y T in g . B. B. 
Rackham and thanked  th e C om m ittee for th e  honour o f h is election.

4. Secretary’s R eport. T h e  Secretary reported t h a t :
(1) (a) D u rin g  th e  year end ing  D ecem b er  31, 1948, ¿ 2 ,479  8s. 4d.

was d ispersed in  grants. A ssistance w ith  th ese grants, 
to  th e  value o f  ¿ 1 2 7  10s. od ., was received from  other 
C haritable organisations. . . .  u e

(b) T h e  am ounts d ispersed in  grants d u n n g  th e  m onth  ot 
D ecem b er , 1948, was ¿ 2 1 7  7S. 4<i,, m  assisting 44  cases, 

(t) T h e  Secretary read to  th e  C om m ittee a letter he had  
received  from  M ajor N . H . B . L yon  regretting that he  
was unable to  attend  th e  m eeting  and requesting that 
he m av be allow ed  to  resign from  th e  C om m ittee ow ing  
to  continued  ill-health . T h e  C om m ittee accepted his 
resignation  w ith  regret and instructed  th e  Secretary 
to  w rite  a special letter o f  thanks to  M ajor L yon  ex­
pressing  their  regret at h is resignation and thanking  
h im  for his valuable services w hilst serving o n  the 
C om m ittee. T h ey  h oped  th a t h is health  w ould  im prove.

(2) T he C om m ittee approved th e Secretary's application  that a
sum  o f  £ 6 0 0  be authorised  to  b e expended  on  necessitous 
cases during th e  quarter end ing  M arch 31, 1949-

S. M emorial C om m ittee. In  th e  absence o f  C ol. Beach, M ajor 
R. C. H. B ellers reported  t h a t :

(а) During th e  last quarter, except for a donation o f  ¿ looo from
the B orough o f  H orn sey , very  few  donations had been

(б) T he°construction  o f  drains, roads, sew er and pum p house
due to  com m ence on  Januarv 17, 1949 - are tem porarily  
held up . D ifficu lties w h ich  w ill b e shortly overcom e have 
arisen over th e  dem olition  o f  th e old  A .R .P . bu ild ings. T he  
site is p egged  ou t and th e  contractors can com m ence work 
at a few  days’ notice .

, 6. Finance C om m ittee. C ol. R obbins explained to  th e  C onum tK e  
that owing to  th e  enlarged accounts o f  th e  A sso a a tio n  th e  A udito  
are finding it difficult to  produce th em  for th e M eeting  in  JarmaD; 
The Committee therefore agreed that th e  first m eeting  in th e  year 
would in future be held  on  th e  last T h ursday in  February, com - 
®eneing in 1950.

Col. Robbins also reported  as fo llow s :
(a) That tw o m eetings have taken place since th e  last Executive  

C om m ittee M eeting .
(i>) Association  C h a r it a b le  and  R e n n y  F u n d s . Inc0.^ f

E xpenditure A ccou n ts for the year show  a satisfactory 
position and are in accordance w ith  estim ates pre..ous¡ly  
subm itted/ B oth  show  a surplus o f  incom e over expen­
diture for th e  year.

(«) C o ttag e  H om es F u n d . T h ere  is an excess %  expenditure  
over incom e for th e  year am ounting to  ¿ 3- 4  h is is a  
the increased cost o f  m aintenance.

(4) W ar M e m o r ia l F u n d . A  further £ 9 .0 0 0  has been i n « « “  
since the last report. In vested  funds n ow  im o u n t to 
£25 ,000 . T h e  am ount due rnrder C ovenants is a p p ro a  
m ately £ 1 ,6 0 0 . T h e  C urrent A ccount balance at D ecem ber  
31, 1948, was £ 1 ,5 5 6 . Incom e from  Investm ents for the 
year was ¿ 1 9 6 .

(e) I t  is  recom m ended  that th e Secretary’s salary sh ou ld  be
apportioned as be low  in  order that th e respective funds  
bear a share com m ensurate to  th e  w ork involved

A ssociation  Charitable . . 228 (164)
R e n n y   50  (xi4)
Journal . . 5 °  (50 )
O fficers’ C lub . .  • • 5°  (5° )
M em oria l, 1939-45

¿ 3 7 8  ¿ 3 7 8

( f ) In v e stm e n t. M essrs. M u llen s & C o ., th e  Stodtbrokers,
recently review ed th e  investm ents o f  the A ssociation  and  
they  do not recom m end any changes. It is recom m ended  
that surplus m on ey  on  the A ssociation and R enny F unds, 
am ounting  ro £ 7 5 0  and ¿ 6 0 0  respectively, b e  in vested  in
accordance w ith  th e  Brokers’ advice.

(g )  M essrs. G . D ix ey  & C o. request that th e audit fee  b e raised
to  45  gu ineas w ith  an additional fee  o f  5 guineas for typing. 
It is recom m ended  that th is increase be accepted.

(h )  T w o  M em bers o f th e  C om m ittee, C ol. B each and L t.-C o l.
R obbins retire in  accordance w ith  th e  term s 01 tneir

T h e  C om m ittee approved th e  above report. C ol. B row ne pro­
p osed  and Brig. Baker secon d ed  and th e  C om m ittee approved^ that 
a vote o f  thanks b e recorded for th e  m agnificent w ay m  
Finance C om m ittee had looked after th e  accounts and it w as h op ed  
th a t th ey  w ould  continue to  do so  for a further year. L w ^ u n a i u -  
m ou sly  agreed that bo th  C ol. B each and L t.-C o l. R obbins b e  
re-elected . L t.-C o l. R obbins thanked th e  C om m ittee for their  
appreciation and agreed to  continue as C hairm an o f  th e  Finance  
C om m ittee for a further year.

7. O .C .A .  R eunion . T h e  C om m ittee d iscu ssed  th e O .C .A .

R '̂d01<R  was^ agreed’ that^this fu n ction  shou ld  take p lace at Inglis  
Barracks, M ill H ill. . _  .. .f

(b) In  was decided  to  ascertain from  th e  O .C ., 1st Battalion , 11
th e  Band and D ru m s could  be m ade available for th is  
reunion and i f  he cou ld  find a sm all detachm ent o f  troops  
to  rehearse a short program m e o f  drill or  to  provide som e  
other form  o f en tertainm ent. . ,

(c) A s regards refreshm ents, e tc ., th e  Secretary was instructed
to  p lace before th e  Finance C om m ittee at their  n ex t regular 
m eeting  th e  estim ated cost for th e  occasion  in  order tnat a 
report m ay be m ade to  th e  E xecutive C om m ittee at their  
m eeting  on  A pril 21 , 1949 -

8. Journal C om m ittee. _  . . .  .
(a) In  th e absence o f  th e  C hairm an o f  th is C om m ittee, M ajor 

B ellers reported that adverse balance o f  th e  Journal A ccou n t was 
d u e to  reduced revenue from  ad vertisem ents, reduced num ber o l  
subscriber, and increased cost o f  prin ting . T h e  Journal C om -  
m ittee have th is m atter under review  and are considering tn c  oest  
m anner in  w hich  to  deal w ith  th is state  o f  the account

(b) T h e  C om m ittee expressed a w ish  that th e  Journal C om m ittee  
should  investigate th e  fo llow ing suggestions w ith  a v iew  to  increasing  
th e  revenue o f  th e  Journal A ccou n t and  that th e  result o f  th e  in vesti­
gations b e reported at th e  next m eeting  o f  th e  R egim ental A ssociation

0 0  % )  P ublish ing  m ore photographs o f  groups (particularly other  
ranks). T h o u g h  th is w ou ld  add to  th e  cost o f  th e  
Journal it  m ight act as an incentive to  increase th e  sales.

(ii) T h e  production o f  a R egim ental C hristm as card con­
tain ing a print o f  a popular event (su ch  as th e guard  
m ounting  at B uckingham  Palace).

(iii) T h e  production and sale o f  a R egim ental D iary for I 95°- 
q O ther Business. T h e  C om m ittee approved that Secretaries ot

O ld  C om rades’ C lubs be asked to  sen d  one representative to
A ssociation  M eetings com m encing  w ith  the next m eeting  d u e ro De
held  on  April 21, 1949- ,  , . .  , ,  „  „

T h ere being  no further bu sin ess th e  m eeting  closed  at 4 .55 p .m . 
D u e  to  th e  Regim ental G o lf M eetin g  taking place o n  A pril 28 , 

1949, th e  next m eeting  w ill take p lace on T h u rsd ay, A p n l 21 , 1 949» 
a th e  M iddlesex  G uildhall.

D O N A T I O N S  T O  T H E  M E M O R IA L  F U N D
D o n a t io n s  fro m  N ovem ber 5, 1948, t o  Ja n u a r y  3 1 , 1949

1,500 So  o  M idd lesex  C ounty  C ouncil Sunday E ntertainm ents  
Fund.

0  o  B orough o f  H ornsey.
H arrow  U rban D istr ic t C ouncil. ,  ,  _
“  D ie-H ard s ”  C lub , E aling Branch, M r. J. A. G ouid . 
E nfield  & D istrict “  100 L u n ch eon  C lub  (further  

d onation). ,  — „
H ornsey  “ D ie -H a r d s”  C lu b , by sale o f  C ollecting  

Cards.
: 10 “ A  ”  P latoon, 13th M id d lesex  H o m e  Guard, 

o  B orough o f  A cton  (further donation).
A nonym ous donor.
M r. G . A . L ew is, T otten h am  H otsp u r F ootball d u b .

£ s. d.
1,500 0 0

1,000 0 0
462 6 1

25 0 0
21 0 0

20 0 0

12 18 10
7 II 0
6 0 0
5 5 0
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5 0 0  M r. T .  H . H o p k in s, M r. Joh n  S . Parry, L t .-C o l. W .
H . C . D a v y  (further d o n ation ), M rs. R . E . M erry  
(sale o f  C o llectin g  C ards).

3 0 6 “  D ie -H a rd s ”  C lu b , H orn sey  (C o llec tin g  B ox). 
2 2 0  M r. T . L . Salter, M rs. A . A . M. Spen cer , M r. H .M .

B eddall, M r. R . E . E vans, D .C .M . (further  
donation).

2 0 0  W est M id d lesex  Join t P lan n in g  C om m ittee.
1 17 9 L ad ies’ G u ild  (C o llectin g  B ox).
1 12 1 H orn sey  “  D ie -H a rd s  ” C lub  (C o llectin g  B ox).
I 10 c  S ta ff and Scholars, B u sh  H ill  Park S econ d ary  School. 
1 5 7  M aggs P o k ie -D ie  F ien d s (further donation).
1 1 o  C apt. E . A . M o ir , M iss  K . N . B row n e, 5 95 th  L .A .A .

R eg im en t R .A . (M id d lesex ) T .A .,  M ajor P . D .  H .  
M arshall, B r itish  L eg io n , W om en ’s S ection ,  
G reen ford , M r. J. A dcock .

I o  o  M r. A m sterdam  (sale o f  C o llectin g  C ards). M r. J. 
B o en  (d itto ), M r . J . D u n sto n e  (d itto).

IO 6  C ap t. W . R . R osam , T .D .  (further donation).
5 o  M r. R . S tew art P h illip s , M r. H . B ellm an , M r. W .

W in n y , M .M . (further d on ation ), M r. J. R eed  
(further donation).

4  4  P .R .I . 1st B atta lion  M id d le sex  R eg im en t (C o llection ).

D E P O T  N O T E S
D u r in g  th e  la s t tw o  m o n th s  th e  n e w  S u p p o r t  C o m ­

p a n y  o f  1 s t  M id d le se x , u n d e r  C a p t. T h o m a s ,  h as  b een  
fo rm e d  a n d  t ra in in g  h as  b e e n  ac tive ly  c a rr ie d  o u t  a t  th e  
D e p o t ,  a n d  “  D  ”  C o m p a n y , 1st M id d le sex , u n d e r  
M a jo r  K e n d a l-S a d le r ,  h as  a lso  b e e n  a t  M ill  H ill.

E a r ly  in  N o v e m b e r  w e  w e re  a sk ed  to  f in d  v o lu n te e rs  
fo r  c o llec tin g  a t  c in e m a s  in  A c to n , H e n d o n  a n d  W e m b le y  
in  a id  o f  th e  C o tta g e  H o m e s  M e m o ria l A p p ea l. T h e i r  
w o rk  w as w e ll r e w a rd e d  b y  a co llec tio n  o f  n e a rly  £ 4 5 0 .

A  p a r ty  o f  50 f ro m  th e  D e p o t  a tte n d e d  th e  A rm is tice  
S e rv ice  o n  N o v e m b e r  7 , a n d  w re a th s  w e re  a fte rw a rd s  
la id  o n  th e  W a r  M e m o ria l.

O u r  c lo se  a sso c ia tio n  w i th  th e  7 th  M id d le se x  w as 
c o n tin u e d  a n d  tw o  fie ld  ex erc ises  h av e  b e e n  h e ld  w ith  
th e m  in v o lv in g  p a tro l lin g  a n d  m o v em e n t across c o u n try . 
T h e y  w e re  w e ll a tte n d e d  a n d  th e  u se  o f  w ire le ss  w as 
p rac tise d .

C o u rse s  fo r  a d u lt  W a rra n t  O fficers a n d  fo r  ca d e ts  o f  
th e  M id d le sex  A .C .F . w e re  h e ld  a t  w eek en d s in  
N o v e m b e r  a n d  Ja n u a ry . S u b je c ts  in c lu d e d  d r ill, w eap o n  
t r a in in g., c a m p  d u tie s , a d m in is tra t io n  a n d  certifica te  
“  A .”  A ll s tu d e n ts  sh o w e d  g re a t  k een n ess  a n d  e n th u ­
sia sm  a n d  le f t say in g  th e y  h a d  s p e n t  m o s t  u se fu l a n d  
en jo y ab le  w eek en d s.

T h e  O .C .,  D e p o t,  h a d  th e  h o n o u r  o f  v is itin g  th e
H .C .,  B .T .B .,  w i th  th e  C o lo n e l o f  th e  R e g im e n t o n  
J a n u a ry  2 0 , a n d  w as v e ry  im p re sse d  w ith  th e  R eg im e n ta l 
s p ir i t  d isp la y e d  b y  all m em b e rs  o f  th e  R e g im e n t th e re , 
a n d  w ith  th e i r  u n d o u b te d  lo y alty  to  th e  C o lone l.

L ia iso n  v isits  w e re  m a d e  to  th e  M id d le sex  C a d e ts  a t 
T o t te n h a m  G ra m m a r  S ch o o l, a n d  to  th e  1 i t h  P a ra c h u te  
B a tta lio n  (8 th  M id d le sex ). H e re  L t .  D ru ry ,  la te  Q .M . 
o f  1st M id d le sex  in  B .A .O .R ., in tro d u c e d  th e  new  
S e c o n d -in -C o m m a n d , M a jo r  M o g g e rid g e , a n d  la te r  
C a p t. -Smith h e lp e d  to  su p e rv ise  a rifle  co m p e titio n  
o f  th e irs .

A  v isit w as a lso  m ad e  to  th ç  D e p o t ,  T h e  R oyal 
F u s ilie rs , a t  H o u n s lo w , w h o  w e re  fo u n d  p re p a r in g  to  
m o v e  to  th e  T o w e r  o f  L o n d o n . I t  w as re m e m b e re d  th a t  
th e  M id d le sex  a n d  R o y a l F u s ilie rs  sh a re d  th e  H o u n s lo w  
B a rra c k s  to g e th e r  p r io r  to  M ill  H il l  b e in g  tak e n  o v er 
in  1904.

T w o  ex cellen t C h r is tm a s  p a rtie s  w e re  h e ld  in  th e  
G y m n a s iu m  fo r th e  c h ild ren . T h e  f irs t w as ru n  by  
i s t  M id d le s e x  a n d  th e  seco n d  b y  th e  L a d ie s ' G u ild , 
a n d  th e  o rg an ise rs  o f  b o th  p ro d u c e d  rea lly  firs t-c lass

B y  courtesy o f  the  “ Evening N ess’

p a rt ie s  w ith  m o s t ap p e tis in g  teas  a n d  lovely children s 
p re se n ts . T h e y  ach iev ed  th e  success th ey  so fully
d eserv ed . C a p t. S m ith  a rr iv in g  a n d  departing  in a 
d e c o ra ted  a n d  f lo o d lit c a r  m ad e  a n  im posing  Father 
C h ris tm a s .

C h ris tm a s  d in n ers w ere  se rv ed  to  all o th e r  ranks at the 
D e p o t in  th e  tra d itio n a l m an n e r . T h e  cooks produced 
a n  e x ce llen t m ea l o f  tu rk e y , m in ce  p ies and plus 
p u d d in g , w ith  e tce te ra s  a n d  m em b e rs  o f  the  Officers 
a n d  S e rg ea n ts ’ M esses  a c te d  as w aite rs  and  saw that 
e v e ry o n e  h a d  h is  fill o f  b o th  C h ris tm a s  fare and beer. 
T h e  O .C . D e p o t a n d  P a d re  G ib b in s  visited all the 
m a rr ie d  fam ilies to  w ish  th e m  a h a p p y  Christmas.

P a d re  a n d  M rs . G ib b in s  a lso  o rg an ised  a delightful 
N a tiv i ty  p lay  b y  th e  S u n d a y  S ch o o l ch ild ren  which was 
h e ld  in  th e  c h u rc h  ju s t  b e fo re  C h ristm as.

W e  a re  so rry  to  lose  P a d re  G ib b in s , w ho has been 
p o s te d  to  C a tte r ic k , a n d  w e w ish  h im  th e  b e s t  of lu  ̂
I t  w as th ro u g h  h is u n tir in g  effo rts  th a t  th e  church vvas 
p re p a re d , d e c o ra ted  a n d  fu rn ish e d  a n d  his posting en ‘ 
a lo n g  asso c ia tio n  w ith  th e  R e g im e n t b o th  in  war an 
peace . H e  has d o n e  a  g rea t dea l fo r  th e  R e g im e n t ,w  

in te re s ts  h e  has a lw ays closely  w a tc h ed , and  he w 
rem e m b e re d  n o t o n ly  fo r  h is  d ev o ted  church an 
w elfare  w o rk , b u t  a lso  fo r  h is  active in te rest and p 
t id p a t io n  in  R eg im e n ta l sp o rts , p a rticu la rly  footb

W e wrelcom e P a d re  N a y lo r  as h is successor.
T h e  2 n d  B atta lio n  O fficers’ M ess , S e rg e a n ts  • 

a n d  P .R .I .  s ilv er h as  n ow  a rr iv ed  f ro m  P eterbo ro  

a n d  is b e in g  p laced  in  th e  silver room .

2 lie 2 ) i e — H a rd s  t l

On Ja n u ary  24  a  r e u n io n  w as h e ld  in  th e  S e rg ean ts’ 
Mess for O ld  C o m rad es  w h o  w ere  a t  th e  b a ttle  o f  
Spion K o p . A  to as t to  th e m  w as p ro p o se d  b y  th e  
Colonel o f  th e  R e g im e n t a n d  p h o to g ra p h s  tak en , an d  an  
interesting a n d  en jo y ab le  ev en in g  w as sp e n t b y  all w ho 
attended.

The D e p o t fo o tb a ll g ro u n d s  h ave  b e e n  m u c h  in  
demand b y  i s t  M id d le sex  a n d  o th e r  u n its ,  a n d  th e  
cricket tab le  is  b e in g  c a re fu lly  p re p a re d  fo r  th e  su m ­
mer; seeds sow n in  th e  a u tu m n  o n  b a re  p a tch es  are  
coming u p  w ell.

Spion K o p
To ce leb rate  th e  4 9 th  a n n iv e rsary  o f  th e  b a ttle  o f  

Spion K o p , fo u g h t d u r in g  th e  B o er W a r, Ja n u a ry  24 , 
1900, a sm all re u n io n  p a r ty  w as g iven  b y  th e  W .O .s  an d  
Sergeants o f  th e  D e p o t.  F iv e  v e te ran s  w ere  ab le  to  
attend and  th e y  w ere  k e p t  c o m p an y  b y  th re e  o th e r  o ld  
comrades w h o  se rv e d  w ith  th e m  d u r in g  th e  ea rly  days 
of the cen tu ry .

The fo llow ing is  a  l is t  sh o w in g  ran k s  in  1900 a n d  
ages in 1949 :— S S g t. R . E . E v an s, D .C .M .,  7 9 ;  Sgt. 
J. D unstone, 80 ; B d m n . J . R y an , 78 ; D m r . W . K in g , 
74 and P te . G .  E . F o rd , 69. T h e s e  five o ld -tim ers  
gave a score o f  380  y ears. A lso  p re s e n t  to  keep  th e m  
company w ere  M essrs . H .  C le llan d  (R .S .M .) ,  J . H o lm es 
D Major) a n d  T .  H a r r is o n  (C p l.).

The follow ing officers w ere  a lso  in v ite d  to  th e  reu n io n  
and were p ro u d  to  a tte n d  :— C ol. M . B ro w n e, M .C ., 
DL., j .P . ,  C o lo n el o f  th e  M id d le sex  R e g im e n t (D .C .O .) , 
Col G. B each , C .B ., O .B .E ., T .D . ,  D .L . ,  J .P .,  H o n . 
Colonel 9 th  B a tta lio n  M id d le sex  R e g im e n t (D .C .O .) ,’ 
Lt-Col. M . C ra w fo rd , D .S .O .,  O fficer C o m m a n d in g  
ist Battalion M id d le sex  R e g im e n t (D .C .O .) ,  M a jo r  
R. C. H . B ellers, O fficer C o m m a n d in g  D e p o t T h e  
Middlesex R e g im e n t (D .C .O .) ,  L t .-C o l.  J .  E . F . 
Willoughby, M a jo r  (Q .M .)  P . N e w m a n , M a jo r  (re tired ) 
E. L. H eyw ood, C a p t. H .  F a rro w , M .B .E .,  C ap t. R . W .
I. Smith, L t .  K . R . V . A rg les, R .A .M .C .

After the  c o m p an y  h a d  se ttled  in  a n d  ch eck ed  u p  on  
companies, O .C . c o m p an ies, w h o  h a d  ea ten  w h o ’s 
radons a fter th e  b a tt le  w as ov er, w h a t M a jo r  Saville 
raid to D ick  E v a n s , a n d  w h o  to o k  • “  N o b b y  ”  F o rd ’s 
overcoat, th e  g u e s ts  w ere  g a th e re d  to g e th e r  fo r  th e  
fcremony o f  th e  even in g .

All glasses w ere  filled  a n d  o u r  C o lo n el p ro p o se d  a 
tQast to th e  g a llan t o ld  so ld ie rs  w h o , h a lf  a  c e n tu ry  ago, 
tad fought th e  las t b u lle t  a n d  b a y o n e t w ar. I t  w as th e  
tast battle th e  M id d le sex  R e g im e n t, as a R e g im en t, h ad  
bought and w h e re  th e  w o rd s  “  D ie -H a rd s  ”  w ere  u sed  

the successors o f  th e  77 th .
He recalled th e  h a rd  m arc h in g  p r io r  to  th e  b a ttle ,

I die climb u p  th e  s teep  K o p , ro u g h , s to n y  a n d  d an g e ro u s , 
jta sight o f  t ro o p s  o f  a n o th e r  u n it  ru n n in g  d o w n  th e  
bdl in panic a n d  th e  s p le n d id  d isc ip lin e  re q u ire d  to  
tan  the firing  lin e  in  th e  face  o f  th e  a ccu ra te  m ark s­
manship o f th e  B o er tro o p s  a n d  th e  tu rm o il  tak in g  place 
011 the hill.

All present d ra n k  th e  to as t w ith  p leasu re  a n d  p r id e  
j 111 these g ran d  o ld  ’u n s  o f  o u r  R eg im en t.
1 With the  p o r t  th e  S p io n  K o p  cake w as c u t  an d  

to  all p r e s e n t ,  a ll, I  a m  su re , m ak in g  th e  w ish  
i 'tat we w ill all b e  th e re  a t  a s im ila r fu n c tio n  n e x t year.

T h e  C o lo n e l th e n  rea d  o u t  a  m essag e  f ro m  G e n . 
S ir  B rian  H o rro c k s, K .B .E .,  C .B ., D .S .O . ,  M .C .,  w h o  
was u n a b le  to  a tte n d . T h e  G e n e ra l’s m essag e  w as v e ry  
in sp ir in g  a n d  h e  ex p ressed  h is  a d m ira t io n  o f  th e  b rav e ry  
o f  th e  m e n  o f  th e  2 n d  B a tta lio n  in  th e  b a ttle .

P h o to g ra p h s  w e re  tak e n  a n d  th e n  th e  g u e s ts  b e g a n  to  
ex ch an g e  m em o rie s  o f  th e  days a t  th e  e n d  o f  th e  las t 
c e n tu ry  a n d  th e  ea rly  days o f  th is .  J im m y  D u n s to n e , 
b e in g  th e  o ld es t so ld ie r, d id  h is b e s t to  k eep  th e  o th ers  
in  o rd e r ,  b u t  “  N o b b y  ”  F o rd , a lth o u g h  c la im in g  to  
b e  th e  y o u n g e s t m a n  o f  th e  R e g im e n t a t S p io n  K o p , 
w as m ak in g  so  m u c h  n o ise  th a t  h e  c o u ld n ’t  h e a r  th e  
vo ice  o f  a u th o r ity . D ic k  E v a n s , la te  m in e  h o s t o f  th e  
“  R e d  L io n ,”  H illin g d o n , th e n  jo in e d  in . H e , h av in g  
a  la n d lo rd ’s g u ile , p lu s  a  C o lo u r  S e rg ea n t’s ex p e rien ce , 
so o n  h a d  a  sp o t o f  d isc ip lin e  in  th e  place.

T o m  K in g  w as w illin g  to  r u n  100 y a rd s  w ith  th e  b est 
m an  p rese n t o v e r th e  age o f  30. H is  te rm s  w e re  a  lit tle  
h a rsh , h e  w a n te d  th e  p in t  w ag e r f irs t. W h ils t  all th is  
w as g o in g  o n , “  B a m y  ”  R y a n  w as id ly  p ick in g  th e  
ic in g  o ff  h is  p iece  o f  cake. J u s t  like  a b a n d sm a n  to  fin d  
th e  sw eet eats .

M o s t  o f  th e  y o u n g e r  g en e ra tio n  p re s e n t  w ere  su r ­
p r ise d  w h e n  th e y  k n e w  th a t  “  C h ic  ”  H o lm es , as a 
d r u m m e r ,  h a d  b e e n  e q u ip p e d  rea d y  to  sail fo r  S o u th  
A frica  w ith  th e  2 n d  B a tta lio n  in  1899. F e w  rea lised  
th a t  “  C h ic  ”  w as so ld ie rin g  in  1898 a n d  c u rse d  th e  
m an  w h o  b ro u g h t to  h is  O .C .’s n o tice  th a t  h e  w as th e n  
u n d e r  age. “  C h ic  ”  saw  h is  B a tta lio n  sail a n d  c o u ld  
o n ly  fo llow  th e i r  ac tio n  b y  le tte rs  a n d  n ew sp ap ers . H e  
s till feels so re  a t  h is  luck .

B efore  th e  tw o  v e te ran s  w h o  h a d  to  g o  h o m e  c o u ld  
leave  a ll p re s e n t  h a d  to  s in g  th e  “  D ie -H a rd s  ”  song. 
W e  th e n  sa id  g o o d n ig h t to  D ic k  E v an s a n d  “  B a m y  ”  
R y a n , w h o  le ft b y  car.

M o re  re m in iscences, m o re  s in g in g  a n d  th e n  a  final 
song  b y  all to  th e  se n io r p re s e n t ,  J im m y  D u n s to n e , 
look ing  so  n o b le  in  h is  sn o w y  b e a rd  a n d  se ren e  e x p re s ­
sio n , a n d  so  to  b ed .

L a s t  th o u g h ts  as I  fe ll as leep , "  G o d  b less  ’e m  all, 
m ay  w e a ll b e  ab le  to  m ak e  th e  h a lf  c e n tu ry  ce le b ra tio n  
in  s tv le  n e x t y ea r.”

R . W . J . S.

i s t  B A T T A L IO N  T H E  M ID D L E S E X  R E G L M E N T  
( D .C .O .)

E D IT O R I A L
T h is  q u a r te r  has b een  a  p a rticu la rly  b u s y  o n e . W e 

are  still w o rk in g  to g e th e r  w ith  th e  i s t  B a tta lio n  T h e  
W elsh  G u a rd s  a n d  th e  i s t  B a tta lio n  K in g ’s  S h ro p sh ire  
L ig h t  In fa n try  o n  p u b lic  d u tie s  in  L o n d o n . M a n y  
e x tra -reg im en ta lly  e m p lo y ed  a n d  r e t ire d  officers o f  th e  
R e g im e n t h ave  w itn essed  o u r  K in g ’s G u a rd  m o u n tin g s  
a t  B u ck in g h am  Palace a n d  it  is  goo d  to  kn o w , a cco rd in g  
to  rep o r ts  f ro m  th ese  officers, th a t  o u r  p a s t  h ig h  s ta n d a rd  
o f  d rill  a n d  tu rn - o u t  is  b e in g  m a in ta in ed . W e h av e  b een  
d e lig h ted  to  see o n  v a rio u s  g u a rd  m o u n tin g s  C o l. F .  G . 
P a rk e r, L t .-C o ls .  S . F .  W . M . d e l C o u r t ,  M .C .,  J .  R . B. 
W o rto n  a n d  M a jo rs  W . W a rd , M .M .,  F .  A . L .  L aw ren ce ,
G . B. A yre , as w ell as e x -R .S .M . K i t  F a n e  (w ho  left th e  
2 n d  B a tta lio n  in  1926 fro m  A h m ed n ag ar) .
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A lso , w e  h av e  b e e n  p lea se d  to  see  so m e  O ld  C o m rad es  
w h e n  w e h ave  b e e n  o n  g u a rd  m o u n tin g s  a t  w eek -en d s.

A n y  p a s t officers w h o  m a y  b e  w a tc h in g  o u r  g u a rd  
m o u n tin g s  a t  B u c k in g h a m  P a lace  a t  a n y  tim e  w ill b e  
m o s t  w elcom e fo r  d r in k s  in  th e  O fficers’ M e ss , w h ic h  is 
s itu a te d  in  S t. J a m e s ’ Pa lace .

I n  N o v e m b e r, “  S ”  C o m p a n y , u n d e r  C a p t.  V . A . 
T h o m a s , M .C .,  w as fo rm e d  in  M ill  H il l,  a n d  in  D e c e m ­
b e r  “  D  ”  C o m p a n y , u n d e r  M a jo r  E . C . K e n d a ll-S a d le r ,  
T .D . ,  a lso  m o v ed  to  M ill  H il l  as acco m m o d a tio n  in  
C h e lsea  B arrack s , w h ic h  w e sh a re  w ith  th e  1st B a tta lio n  
K in g ’s S h ro p sh ire  L ig h t  In fa n try , is  so  lim ite d . S p e c ­
ia lis t  tra in in g  is  n o w  b e in g  c a rr ie d  o u t  w i th  g rea t 
en th u s ia sm . F ie ld  tra in in g  is  b e in g  d o n e  w ith  th e  S co ts 
G u a rd s  a t  P irb r ig h t.  “  B  ”  a n d  “  C  ”  C o m p an ies  
h av e  a lread y  c o m p le te d  S e c tio n  a n d  P la to o n  tra in in g  as 
w ell as so m e  ran g e  w o rk . T h e  re m a in in g  R ifle  C o m ­
p a n ie s  s h o u ld  h ave  c o m p le te d  th e i r  e le m e n ta ry  p la to o n  
f ie ld  tra in in g  b y  th e  m id d le  o f  M a rc h .

I t  is  p ro b a b le  th a t  w e  sh a ll, in  a d d itio n  to  L o n d o n  
d u tie s  tak e  o v e r p u b lic  d u tie s  a t  W in d s o r  C a s tle  fo r  a 
m o n th  a t a  t im e  b e g in n in g  so m e tim e  a b o u t A p ril.

W e  w ere  d e lig h ted  to  see  L t .-G e n .  S i r  B rian  H o rro c k s, 
K .B .E .,  C .B ., D .S .O . ,  M .C .,  in  D e c e m b e r , w h e n  h e  
v is ite d  th e  O fficers’ a n d  S e rg ea n ts ’ M e sse s , as w ell as 
th e  m en  a t  d in n e r .  H e  w as v e ry  f it  a n d  in  ex cellen t fo rm . 
W e  a re  v e ry  h a p p y  to  h e a r  th a t  h e  h a s  re c e n tly  su cceed ed  
V ic e -A d m ira l S ir  G eo ffrey  B lake as G e n tle m a n  U s h e r  
o f  th e  B lack  R o d  in  th e  H o u s e  o f  L o rd s .

W e  h ave  h a d  a n u m b e r  o f  social g a th e r in g s . O n e  o f  
th e  m o s t su ccessfu l w as th e  c h ild re n ’s C h r is tm a s  p a rty  
h e ld  in  th e  D e p o t  G y m n a s iu m  a t  M ill  H ill. T h e  p a r ty  
w as th o ro u g h ly  en jo y ed  b y  b o th  g ro w n -u p s  a n d  c h ild re n  
a n d  o u r  th a n k s  fo r  o rg an is in g  th is  g ra n d  p a rty  go  to  
M a jo r  E . C . K e n d a ll-S a d le r ,  a n d  a n u m b e r  o f  lad ies  o f  
th e  R e g im e n t, w h o  p u t  in  m u c h  h a rd  w o rk , in c lu d in g  
M rs . M . C ra w fo rd , M rs . N .  G ilb e r t ,  M rs . R . C . H . 
B e lle rs , M rs . P .  N e w m a n , M rs . H .  F a r ro w , M rs . 
R . W . J . S m ith  a n d  M rs . C . D e n n is ,  w ife  o f  e x -B a n d -  
m a s te r  C . D e n n is .  C a p t. D ic k  S m ith  o n ce  ag a in  
ex celled  h im s e lf  as F a th e r  C h r is tm a s . H is  sp e c ta c u la r  
a rr iv a l  a n d  d e p a r tu re ,  e ffectively  f lo o d lit, a m u se d  a n d  
th r i lle d  th e  ch ild ren .

O n  J a n u a ry  13, C a p t.  W . R . R o sa n , T .D . ,  was¡ p re ­
s e n te d  b y  th e  C o lo n e l o f  th e  R e g im e n t w i th  th e  M e r i­
to rio u s  S erv ice  M e d a l.  A f te r  a  B a tta lio n  p a ra d e , w h ic h  
w as h e ld  a t  C h e lsea  fo r  th e  a c tu a l p re s e n ta t io n , C a p t. 
W  R  R o sa n , T .D . ,  to g e th e r  w i th  h is  so n , a n d  M a jo r  
R . ’t . G u sc o tt,  M .B .E .,  w a tc h e d  th e  R e g im e n t m o u n tin g  
K in g ’s G u a r d  a t  S t. Ja m e s ’ P a lace  a n d  w e re  a fte rw a rd s  
e n te r ta in e d  in  th e  K in g ’s G u a rd  O fficers’ M ess .

A lth o u g h  th e  w a r h as  n o w  b e e n  o v er som e y ea rs  o u r  
o fficer s itu a tio n  rem a in s  v e ry  f lu id  a n d  officers c o n tin u e  
to  b e  p o s te d  a t s h o r t  n o tic e  a n d  v e ry  f re q u e n tly . M a jo r  
N .  G . G ilb e r t ,  w h o  h a s  b e e n  se c o n d -in -c o m m a n d  of th e  
B a tta lio n  s in ce  i ts  fo rm a tio n  la s t J u ly  has b e e n  p ro m o te d  
to  L ie u te n a n t-C o lo n e l  a n d  is  n o w  em p lo y e d  a t  th e  
W a r  Office o n  N o . 2  W a r C rim e s  B o ard . W e c o n g ra tu ­
la te  h im  o n  h is  w e ll-e a rn e d  p ro m o tio n  a n d  w ish  h im  a n d  
h is  w ife  a ll g ood  lu ck  in  th e  fu tu re .

M a jo r  G .  O . P o r te r ,  w h o  w as su c h  a n  a sse t to  u s , 
e sp ec ia lly  o n  th e  h o ck ey  fie ld , h a s  le f t  fo r  W e st  A frica . 
C a p t .  M . E . W . M o rto n  h as  h a n d e d  o ver A d ju ta n t  to

B y  courtesy o f  the London “ Evening Netoj

C a p t .  D .  S ax , a n d  is n o w  seco n d ed  as A dju tant to the 
U n iv e rs i ty  o f  L o n d o n  S .T .C .  C a p t.  N o rm an  Clayden 
h as  b een  p o s te d  as S ta ff  C a p ta in , 2 8 th  In fa n try  Brigade. 
H e , to o , is a g re a t  loss to  u s , especially  on  the sports 
fie ld  w h e re  h e  h as  re p re s e n te d  th e  B atta lion  at rugger, 
h o ck ey , b a sk e t b a ll a n d  a th le tic s . , . ,

M a jo r  I . H .  B a tty e , M .B .E .,  w h o  recen tly  rejoined u 
f ro m  th e  W a r O ffice, has b e e n  se lec ted  fo r a courses 
th e  R .A .F . S ta ff  C ollege. W e  a re  v e ry  sorry his staj 
w ith  th e  R e g im e n t has  b e e n  so sh o rt  an d  offer him 
c o n g ra tu la tio n s  o n  b e in g  se lec ted  fo r th is  ,,

L ts .  P . J . A . P ie lo w , G . A. D aw e  a n d  W . 9 ‘ ^  m gU 
In n e s  h ave  p ro ce e d e d  o n  re lease  a n d  w e wish the 
g o o d  lu ck  in  c iv ilian  life a n d  h o p e  th ey  will e p 
to u c h  w ith  u s . dell>

W e w elcom e to  th e  B a tta lio n  C a p ts . u .  v  _ 
M .B .E .,  M .C .,  R . S t. G . M e . Y o u n g , W . A. C .. D g  > 
L ts .  G . E . S a n d e r, R . A . H o d g e  f ro m  the  Rifle H i  
2 /L ts .  M . B . M . D e v in e  f ro m  th e  R oyal Fusibers. j. 
B u ck n a ll, th e  so n  o f  L t .-G e n .  G . C . Buckna ,
E . B. E vans.

“ H .Q .”  C O M P A N Y  onoel
“  H .Q .”  C o m p a n y  h as  seen  m an y  changes of ^  

sin ce  th e  la s t issu e  o f  T h e  D ie-H a rd s . ^ onlpany 
S h ip s te r ,  D .S .O .,  w h o  w as in  co m m a n d  o f the£ '  ;0
o n  a rr iv a l a t  C h e lsea , h a n d e d  o v e r late  in  DC

Lt. (now C a p t.)  C . H .  M iev ille , M .C .,  a n d  re tu rn e d  to  
« B ” C o m p an y . I n  m id -N o v e m b e r  C a p t. M iev ille  
joined “  S ”  C o m p a n y  to  fo rm  th e  C a rrie r  P la to o n , an d  
handed o v er th e  co m m a n d  o f  th e  C o m p a n y  to  C ap t. 
j. M. L o n g staff, w h o  jo in ed  u s  f ro m  th e  R oyal Sussex 
Regiment. L t .  P . V . B ellers h as  gone to  “  S ”  C o m p an y  
to form th e  M o r ta r  P la to o n , tak in g  w ith  h im  Sgts. 
Spencely, S h a rp , L a n d re th , B a rth o lo m ew , B uckley, 
Stone an d  m an y  o th ers .

78 G ro u p  has n o w  b een  dem o b ilised . A  n u m b er  o f  
115 G roup  a n d  u n d e r  h ave  le ft u s , to  pass th e i r  last 
few m onths in  th e  Serv ice  a t  S h o m cliffe  o r various 
transit an d  fam ilies  cam p s. A m o n g  th e  m an y  w h o m  we 
are sorry to  lose  w as L /C p l .  F lack , o u r C o m p a n y  C lerk , 
and Sgt. S h ra g e r , S ta ts  S e rg ea n t in  th e  B .O .R ., has left 
for West A frica . W e  w ish  th e m  all g ood  luck.

Two b ig  d ra fts  h ave  a rr iv ed  f ro m  S hom cliffe , via 
Mill H ill, to  rep lace  p e rso n n e l p o s te d . T h e  new com ers 
have settled  in  sa tisfac to rily . P te . M itc h e ll-G e a rs  has 
rejoined th e  B a tta lio n  a n d  is n o w  S an ita ry  C orporal.
We are g lad  to  say th a t  C .S .M . F u lle r  is s till w ith  u s , 
assisted b y  C p l. Ju d k in s , o u r  P e rm a n e n t O rd e rly  
Sergeant, a n d  P tes. S im m o n s  a n d  D iv e r, th e  C o m p an y  * 
Clerks. C .Q .M .S . T a y lo r  is  still r u n n in g  th e  “  Q  ” 
Branch, assis ted  b y  L /C p l.  L an g rish .

Lt. B. K . C la y d e n  a n d  Sg t. M ic h e l a re  ru n n in g  a 
Signals C ad re  c o m p ris in g  th e  S ignals P la to o n  a n d  d riv e r  
operators a tta c h ed  f ro m  all C o m p an ies . A n  M .T . C adre  
is in p rogress, th e  ch ie f  in s tru c to rs  b e in g  L t .  P . J. 
Livemore, M .C ., a n d  S g t. D av is , M .M .

The C o m p a n y ’s ch ie f  success a t  sp o rt  has b een  o n  th e  
soccer field. O u r  tea m  has b een  ab ly  ru n  b y  L /C p l.  
Flack, and  so  fa r  w e a re  a t  th e  to p  o f  th e  C om pany  
league, hav ing  lo s t o n ly  one  g am e o u t o f  ten . M o s t o f  
the team a re  d raw n  fro m  th e  D ru m s , in c lu d in g  D ru m -  
Major H o ld fo rd , C p l. P u rd o n  a n d  C p l. B row n. W e 
entered tw o team s fo r  th e  C o m p a n y  K n o c k -o u t H o ck ey  
Competition. O n e  tea m  fro m  th e  B an d  a n d  D ru m s  
combined, has rea c h e d  th e  sem i-final a g a in st “  A  ” 
Company. T h e  o th e r  team , f ro m  th e  re s t o f  th e  C o m ­
pany, has reach ed  th e  sem i-fin al ag a in st “  D  ”  C o m ­
pany. T his te a m  h as  in c lu d e d  B a tta lio n  p lay ers , su c h  as 
Lt. P. G. V. B ellers, L t .  B . K . C lay d en  a n d  O .R .Q .M .S .
A. E. F . W ald ren . A t  b a sk e t b a ll w e  h ave  b e e n  n o n e  to o  
successful, lo sin g  to  “  D  ”  C o m p a n y  in  th e  sem i-finals.
Pte. Hill (Q .M .s  C lerk ) rea c h e d  th e  final in  th e  in te r ­
company N ovices B ox ing  C o m p e titio n , b u t  lo st to  
Pte. Noble o f  “  A  ”  C o m p an y . I n  th e  com ing  in te r­
company c o m p e titio n  w e  h ave  eleven  co m p e tito rs  
trained by C p l. R e d m o n d  o f  th e  R eg im en ta l Police . H e  
is a very fine w e lte r  w h o  d id  w ell in  th e  C o m m an d  

I Championships a t  S a rafa n d  a n d  H a ifa  w h ilst w ith  th e  
2nd Battalion in  1947. O u r  o n ly  heav y -w eig h t, P te . 
Neath, has b een  po sted .

Last, b u t n o t  leas t, w e w ish  th e  g rea te s t h a p p in ess  to  
SP- Thorogood, L /C p l.  H ilk en e , L /C p l.  M itc h e ll-  
^ r s  and D rm . M u n d a y , all o f  w h o m  w ere  m arrie d  
recently.

M .T .  P L A T O O N
the first tim e  fo r e ig h t years th e  M .T . a re  co n - 

I l u t in g  to T h e  D ie -H a rd s  Jo u rn a l.
M .T . w as s ta r te d  o ff  u n d e r  th e  capab le  h an d s  o f

C a p t. P a d d y  O rr ,  M .C .,  w h o  h as  n o w  le ft u s  w h ils t  
seco n d ed  to  th e  P a rac h u te  R eg im e n t. H e  h a n d e d  o v e r 
to  L t .  G . A . D aw e , w h o  in  tu rn  h a n d e d  o v e r th e  M .T .  
a t C h e lsea  to  L t .  P . L iv em o re , M .C .

T h ro u g h o u t  a ll th ese  ch an g es , S g t. D av is , M .M .,  
c a rr ie d  o u t  e fficiendy  th e  d u tie s  o f  M .T .  S e rg ea n t, w h ils t  
C p l. B aker h as  s p e n t  m u c h  o f  h is  t im e  o n  P a r t  X  O rd e rs  
a n d  req u is itio n s  fo r  m o re  a n d  m o re  t ra n s p o r t .  C p l. 
D o u g las  leaves u s  soon  a n d  h is  d u tie s  w ill b e  tak e n  o v er 
b y  L /C p l.  B u ck lan d . M a n y  o f  th e  o ld e r  h an d s  h ave  
tak e n  th e ir  re lease  a n d  a re  e m p lo y ed  in  C ivvy  S tre e t.

A t th e  m o m e n t i t  is so m ew h at d a n g ero u s to  w alk  
across th e  S q u a re  a t C h e lsea  w ith o u t  f irs t o b se rv in g  all 
th e  ru le s  o f  th e  ro ad . T ru c k s  a n d  m o to r  cycles flash  
f ro m  one  s id e  to  th e  o th e r  a t  v a ry in g  speed s a n d  u n d e r  
d o u b tfu l co n tro l in  th e  h a n d s  o f  th e  lea rn e r  d riv e rs. B u t 
w h a t a ch an g e  com es o ver th e  M .T .  tra in in g  g ro u n d  o n  
W ed n esd ay  a fte rn o o n  w h e n  o u r  h o ck ey  tea m  w ie ld  
sticks. W e h ave  a g o o d  tea m  (so  fa r  u n b e a te n )  a n d  w e 
m an ag ed  to  d efea t th e  B an d  11— 2. S g t. D av is , M .M ., 
has u n d o u b ted ly  b een  a  g rea t asset to  u s  as a  g oa lkeeper 
a n d  w e a re  in d e b te d  to  h im .

C p l. Sn e ll c o n tin u es  to  g e t th e  C o m m a n d in g  O fficer 
f ro m  A  to  B  in  goo d  tim e  a n d  in  safety. W e  see h im  
p e rio d ica lly  in  th e  office w h e re  h e  o ften  f inds tim e  to  
rem in isce .

F in a lly  w e w elcom e to  th e  M .T . a ll n ew  d riv e rs  a n d  
h o p e  th a t  th e ir  s tay  w ith  u s  w ill b e  en joyab le  a n d  h ap p y .

C O R P S  O F  D R U M S

T h e  co n tin u a n c e  o f  p u b lic  d u tie s  has k e p t  u s  fu lly  
e m p lo y ed  d u r in g  th e  p a s t  q u a r te r ,  a lth o u g h  w e  have 
fo u n d  tim e  to  d e fea t b o th  “  C  ”  a n d  “  D  ”  C o m p an ies  
a t  fo o tb a ll a n d  h o p e  to  h ave  s im ila r success ag a in s t th e  
C o rp s  o f  D ru m s  o f  th e  W e lsh  G u a rd s  a n d  th e  B ugle  
P la to o n  o f  th e  K in g ’s S h ro p sh ire  L ig h t  In fa n try . W e  
to o k  p a r t  in  th e  L o rd  M a y o r’s S h o w  a n d  fo r  th e  occasion  
w ere p e rm itte d  to  w e a r th e  p re -w ar  scarle t u n ifo rm . 
T h e  C o rp s  w as a lso  in s tru m e n ta l in  ra is in g  a la rg e  su m  
o f  m o n ey  fo r  th e  R eg im e n ta l W a r  M e m o ria l H o m es b y  
co llecting  in  th e  c in em as o f  U x b rid g e , A c to n  a n d  
E alin g  th ro u g h o u t th e  w h o le  o f  o n e  week.

O u r  b ig  p ro b le m  a t th e  m o m e n t is w ea th e r in g  th e  
release s to rm  w h ich  has s tru c k  th e  C o rp s . B y  th e  
tim e  th ese  n o tes  a p p e a r  th e  fo llow ing  w ill have le ft  fo r  
civ ilian  life :— D rm s. C la rk , “  S co u se  ”  Jo n es, M ille r , 
O akley, P a rk in so n , S ha llc ross, “  A lb e rt ”  S m ith , W e ir  
W illiam s, W in stan ley  a n d  W oods. T r u ly  a fo rm id ab le  
loss. W e th an k  th e m  all fo r  th e ir  e x ce llen t serv ice  to  
th e  C o rp s  a n d  w ish  th e m  th e  v e ry  b e s t o f  success in  
th e ir  n ew  life. T h e  b r ig h te r  s id e  o f  th e  p ic tu re  is 
revea led  b y  o u r  w elcom ing  P tes. B a rn es, G ra n t,  “  T a ffy ”  
Jo n es, K elly , R u d d  a n d  T a y lo r. A ll a re  ex trem ely  
k een  a n d  it  is p leasan t to  o b se rv e  h o w  th ey  h ave  se ttled  
d o w n  so quickly .

W e c o n tin u e  to  receive v isits  f ro m  tim e  to  tim e  f ro m  
p a s t m em b ers . O n e  o f  o u r  m o re  d istin g u ish e d  v isito rs  
is  ex -D rm . D e n n iso n , o f  1914 v in tage . D e s p ite  th e  
p assin g  o f  th e  years h e  is as e re c t as ever a n d  h is  b ea rin g  
a n d  ch eerfu l co n v ersa tio n  a re  a n  in sp ira tio n  to  u s  all. 
“  B oy ”  K in g  w h o  left u s  a t  W a n d sb e k  also  cam e to  see 
u s  a n d  b ro u g h t w ith  h im  a m ag n ificen t sh ie ld  b e a rin g  th e  
R eg im en ta l cap  b ad g e , tw o  d ru m s  a n d  a n u m b e r  o f
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p la te s , all in  silver. T h e s e  h e  p re se n ted  to  th e  D ru m  
M a jo r  w ith  a req u e s t th a t  th e  sh ie ld  b e  aw ard ed  
a n n u a lly  to  th e  m o s t e fficien t m em b e r  o f  th e  C o rp s . 
N e e d less  to  say, th e re  w ill b e  v e ry  k een  co m p e titio n  to  
b e  th e  f irs t n a m e  rec o rd e d  o n  th e  sh ie ld . W e a re  all 
m o s t g ra te fu l to  th e  o ld  “  cy m b a l b a sh e r  ”  fo r  th is  
th o u g h tfu l  a n d  g en e ro u s  g ift. W e also  th a n k  th e  m an y  
se n d ers  o f  C h ris tm a s  ca rd s , in c lu d in g  C ol. J . G . E . 
R e id  a n d  th e  C o rp s  o f  D ru m s  o f  th e  W e lsh  G u a rd s . 
W e o ffer o u r  c o n g ra tu la tio n s  to  G eo rg e  M u n d a y  o n  his 
rec e n t m arria g e  a n d  to  L /C p l.  F leck n ey  o n  h is  w ife 
p re se n tin g  h im  w ith  a b a b y  d a u g h te r , w h o se  g o d fa th e r 
is  th e  D ru m  M ajo r.

C a p t. R . J . P . C u m m in s  a n d  C p l. B ro w n  have 
re p re se n te d  th e  B a tta lio n  a t  hockey . I t  is w ith  reg re t 
t h a t  w e h e a r  th a t  C a p t. R . J. P . C u m m in s  w ill b e  leav ing  
th e  R e g im e n t so m etim e  in  M a rc h .

F in a lly , w e c o n g ra tu la te  th e  one  a n d  on ly  “  D a n d y  ”  
fo r  w an g lin g  o u t  o f  th e  E d u c a tio n a l O fficer w h a t ap p ears  
to  b e  a  v e ry  b o g u s “  A c tin g  a n d  D ra m a tic  ”  p re-re lease  
course .

B A N D
S ince c o m m e n c in g  p u b lic  d u tie s  a t B u ck in g h am  

P alace , w e  h ave  b een  b u s ie r  th a n  ev e r b e fo re , especially  
a t  w eek-ends.

O n  S a tu rd a y , O c to b e r  2 , a fte r  d ism o u n tin g  th e  g u a rd  
a t  S t. Jam es’s Pa lace  w e h a d  to  fu lfil a rec ru itin g  ca m ­
p a ig n  e n g ag em en t a t  E a lin g  T o w n  H a ll in  th e  a fte rn o o n , 
a n d  o n  S u n d a y , O c to b e r  3, g u a rd  m o u n tin g , fo llow ed 
in  th e  a fte rn o o n  b y  a B ritish  L e g io n  (H ig h g ate  B ranch) 
C h u rc h  p a ra d e  a n d  service.

O th e r  rec ru itin g  d riv es  w ere a t  K in g sb u ry , 595th  
L .A .A . R e g im e n t (9 th  M id d lesex ), o n  S a tu rd a y , 
O c to b e r  9  ; R ic h m o n d , S u rre y , o n  S a tu rd a y , N o v e m b e r  
6 , a n d  5 6 8 th  S /L . R e g im e n t R .A ., a t  C a m d e n  T o w n  
o n  S a tu rd a y , D e c e m b e r  11.

T h e  m o s t im p o r ta n t  p a ra d e  o f  a ll w as th e  rev iew  o f 
th e  T e r r i to r ia l  A rm y  b y  H .M . K in g  G eo rg e  V I  in  
H y d e  P a rk  o n  S u n d a y , O c to b e r  31 , in  w h ic h  w e led  th e  
W e ste rn  C o m m a n d  c o n tin g e n t in  th e  M a rc h  P a s t th e  
K in g .

O n  T u e s d a y , O c to b e r  26 , cam e th e  S ta te  O p e n in g  o f 
P a r lia m e n t, in  w h ic h  th e  B an d  to o k  p a r t  w ith  the  
G u a rd  o f  H o n o u r  a t  B u ck in g h am  Palace. W e p lay ed  th e  
N a tio n a l A n th e m  fo r th e  R oyal S a lu tes  a n d , a fte r  th e  
K in g  h a d  in sp e c ted  th e  G u a rd  o f  H o n o u r  w e m arc h e d  
p a s t th e  K in g  a n d  Q u e e n  (in  th e  in n e r  c o u rty a rd )  to  th e  
c o m b in e d  R eg im e n ta l m arch es.

T u e s d a y , N o v e m b e r  9 saw  th e  B a n d  a n d  D ru m s , in  
fu ll  d ress  u n ifo rm , tak in g  p a r t  in  th e  L o rd  M a y o r’s 
S h o w , th is  b e in g  th e  first tim e  in  fu ll d ress  s ince befo re  

. th e  w ar.
W e  also  p lay ed  fo r  tw o  A rm istice  S erv ices, w ith  595t h  

L .A .A . R e g im e n t o n  S u n d a y , N o v e m b e r  7 , a n d  6 2 5 th  
L .A .A . R e g im e n t o n  S u n d a y , N o v e m b e r  14, th is  serv ice  
a n d  p a ra d e  b e in g  fo llow ed  b y  a sh o rt  b a n d  c o n c e r t in  th e  
D r i ll  H all.

O n  S u n d a y  m o rn in g , N o v e m b e r  28 , w e p ro v id e d  a 
b a n d  fo r  a  c h u rc h  serv ice  in  th e  G u a rd s ’ C h ap e l, 
C h e lsea  B arrack s , a n d  ag a in  o n  D e c e m b e r  19, a n d  
C h ris tm a s  m o rn in g  a caro l serv ice.

O u r  f irs t  m ilita ry  b a n d  b ro ad c a s t to o k  p lace  on

W e d n esd a y , D e c e m b e r  8, a t  0630 h o u rs  in  a “  Bright 
a n d  E a rly  ”  p ro g ra m m e  in  th e  H o m e  S erv ice. T h is  was 
a rec o rd e d  b ro ad c a s t m ad e  th e  p rev io u s  day  a t M aida 
V ale  S tu d io s  w h ic h , o f  c o u rse , e n a b le d  u s  to  “  lis ten  in ” 
a n d  c ritic ise  o u r  o w n  p lay ing .

S a tu rd a y , D e c e m b e r  11, fo u n d  u s  in  G rosvenor 
H o u se , P a rk  L a n e , p lay in g  a t  th e  a n n u a l d in n e r  o f  the 
R ic h m o n d  F o o tb a ll C lu b , a n d  o n  M o n d a y , D ecem b er 13 
a fu r th e r  b ro ad c a s t, in  th e  O verseas Serv ice  o f the
B .B .C ., th e  p ro g ra m m e  b e in g  m ad e  u p  o f  m usic in 
th e  g u a rd  m o u n tin g  p ro c e d u re  w ith  th e  sc rip t read by 
th e  a n n o u n cer.

T h e  R eg im e n ta l c h ild re n ’s C h r is tm a s  p a rty  was held 
a t  M ill  H ill  o n  S a tu rd a y , D e c e m b e r  18, fo r  w hich  the 
B a n d  p ro v id e d  th e  a p p ro p r ia te  m usic .

T h e  y ea r 1948 e n d e d  w ith  y e t a n o th e r  broadcast on 
W e d n esd a y , D e c e m b e r  29, in  a “  M u s ic  w hile you 
w o rk  ”  p ro g ra m m e , a n d  th e  R eg im e n ta l dance band 
p lay in g  th e  O ld  Y ear o u t a t  th e  O ld  C o m rad e s’ New 
Y e a r ’s E ve  Ball h e ld  a t M ill  H ill  o n  D e c e m b e r  31.

S U P P O R T  C O M P A N Y

O n  N o v e m b e r  1, 1948, “  S ”  C o m p a n y  cam e into 
b e in g  a t  M ill  H ill  w ith  C a p t. V . A . T h o m a s , M .C ., as 
C o m p a n y  C o m m a n d e r , S g t. B igne ll as ac tin g  C.S.M ., 
a n d  C /S g t. R e d p a th  as C .Q .M .S . D ra f ts  w ere then 
rece iv ed  f ro m  S hornc liffe  a n d  e n g ag ed  in  d rill on the 
S q u a re  u n d e r  R .S .M . W elle r, M .M .,  o f  th e  D ep o t, and 
S g t. B ignell, p re p a r in g  th e m  to  fill th e  ranks o f the 
g u a rd s  a n d  p u b lic  d u tie s  in  L o n d o n .

O n  N o v e m b e r  7 a P a rad e  S erv ice  o f  Rem embrance 
w as h e ld  in  th e  B arrack s  a n d  som e 50  O .R .s  o f “ S ” 
C o m p a n y  took  p a rt .  T h e  m a rc h  p a s t, how ever, was 
u n fo rtu n a te ly  a b a n d o n ed  o w in g  to  heavy  rain.

I t  w as n o t  u n til  th e  m id d le  o f  N o v e m b e r  th a t  “ S ” 
C o m p a n y  b eg an  to  take shape  a n d  P la to o n  Commanders 
w e re  p o s te d  to  th e  C o m p a n y  :— C a rrie r  P la toon , Capt.
C . H . M iev ille , M .C . ; M o rta r  P la to o n , L t .  P . G. V. 
B ellers ; A n ti- ta n k  P la to o n , L t .  J . S . C . F la v e l l ; Assault 
P la to o n , L t .  G . C . F o rem an .

D ra f ts  w ere  p o s te d  b o th  fro m  H .C .B .T .B . and from 
th e  1 st B a tta lio n  R oyal F u s ilie rs  in  G e rm a n y , an d  by the 
b eg in n in g  o f  D e c e m b e r  “  S ”  C o m p a n y  personnel had 
b een  selected . T ra in in g  o f  th e  C a rrie r  an d  Mortar 
P la to o n s c o m m en ced  to w ard s  th e  e n d  o f  N ovem ber and 
th e  A n ti- ta n k  P la to o n  a n d  A ssau lt P io n eer P latoon got 
u n d e r  w ay  sh o rtly  a fte rw ard s .

W e m ad e  o u r  f irs t e n try  in to  B a tta lio n  sp o rt in the 
N o v e m b e r  b o x in g  co m p e titio n . W e h a d  so many 
e n tr ie s  th a t  v ic to ry  w as a lm o s t a ssu red . W e congratu­
la te  P te . B. P e n n y  (C o m p an y  H .Q .)  a n d  P te . White 
(A n ti- ta n k  P la to o n ) w h o  su cceed ed  in  w inn ing  their 
w eig h ts  in  th e  final as w ell as th e  re s t o f  th e  team  who 
p u t  u p  a g ood  show .

T h e  C o m p a n y  has a lso  s ta r te d  to  take on  other 
C o m p an ies  a t so ccer a n d  ju d g in g  fro m  th e  results of the 
f r ie n d ly  m a tch es, so  fa r  p lay e d , w e  sh o u ld  fare well m 
f u tu re  in te r -C o m p a n y  league  gam es.

C h ris tm a s  d in n e r  w as serv ed  to  “  S ”  Company» 
“  D  ”  C o m p a n y  a n d  th e  D e p o t o n  D e c e m b e r  23. T^e 
O fficers a n d  S e rg ea n ts  su ccessfu lly  ac te d  as waiters to 
th e  m e n , a n d  se rv ed  w ith o u t  m ish a p  tu rk e y  an d  Christ­
m as p u d d in g  to  everyone.
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T he C a rrie r  P la to o n  is n o w  in  fu ll  tra in in g  a t  P i r ­
bright an d  th e  M o r ta r  P la to o n  p ro ce e d s  th e re  fo r  fir in g  
on the ranges to w a rd s  th e  e n d  o f  J a n u a ry  a n d  d u r in g  
February.

T h e  N .C .O . p o s itio n  is im p ro v in g  a n d  tra in in g  is 
progressing q u ite  w ell. W e h o p e  th a t  w e w ill b e  sp a re d  
too m any p u b lic  d u tie s  w h ic h  w ill th e re b y  a llow  u s  to  
keep u p  som e c o n tin u ity  in  o u r  in s tru c t io n . T h e r e  is 
m uch fo r a ll P la to o n s  to  a b so rb  b e fo re  th e y  c a n  reach  
the s tan d a rd  d e m a n d e d  o f  sp ecia lis t in  th e  S u p p o r t  
Com pany.

“  A  ”  C O M P A N Y
Since m o v in g  to  C h e lsea  B arrack s o n  S e p te m b e r  22 , 

1948, we have se ttle d  d o w n  to  th e  life o f  a  B a tta lio n  
providing p u b lic  d u tie s  in  L o n d o n  w h ic h , w ith  g u a rd s , 
rehearsals, p ro v is io n  o f  tro o p s  fo r  a ll m ajo r L o n d o n  
military ev en ts  a n d  fa tig u es  in  L o n d o n  d is tr ic t ,  is  v e ry  
full. F o r  th ese  reaso n s, a n d  o w in g  to  lack  o f  su itab le  
ground tra in in g  is difficu lt. A s m u c h  as p o ssib le  is, how ­
ever, done in  b a rrack s . P a r tie s  a lso  go  to  th e  ran g e  at* 
M ill H ill a n d  N .C .O .s  a re  se n t o n  cou rses . E a r ly  in  
February th e  w h o le  C o m p a n y  p ro ce e d s  to  P i rb r ig h t  for 
two weeks field  tra in in g .

On O c to b e r 2 6 , th e  R oyal G u a rd  o f  H o n o u r , w h ic h  
was in sp ec ted  b y  H is  M a je s ty  th e  K in g , in c lu d e d  th e  
following C o m p a n y  p e r s o n n e l :— M a jo r  T .  W . C h a tte y , 
Cpl. O ’D o n n e ll, L /C p ls .  C o c k b u m , D o w ell, L e e , 
Connah, S h a rro ck , M a y er , S m ith , P te s . B o a rd m a n , 
Byatt, C a rd , C u r t is ,  D a le , D o lm a n , H a r ts h o rn e , K ille n , 
M ankelow, M e ad , P a rso n s , P eg g , R e n to n , R ic h a rd s  (23), 
Saunders, S to n e , W in s la d e , W o o d , Y e rb y , Jo n es  (22), 
Partridge, S au l, H a le , W eav er a n d  L e fev re .

Since th e  las t issu e  o f  th e  jo u rn a l c h an g es  have 
occurred w ith in  th e  C o m p an y . L t .  K . J. C a r te r  has 
become A ssistan t A d ju ta n t  a n d  2 /L t.  E . B . T h o m a s  has 
filled the  vacancy  c rea ted . C .Q .M .S . M o o d y , M .M .,  
Sgt. C ranfie ld  a n d  C p l. S te ad m a n , h ave  jo in e d  th e  
Com pany a n d  L /C p ls .  C o n n a h  a n d  S avage h av e  le ft o n  
dem obilisation a n d  p o s tin g  to  S h o m c liffe  resp ec tiv e ly . 
Sgts. B ignell, B iggs a n d  C p l. B raz il a re  t ra n s fe r re d  to  
“ S ”  C o m p an y  a n d  L /C p ls .  A rm stro n g  a n d  B o y d  to  
“ B ”  C om pany .

C om pany fo o tb a ll, b a sk e t b a ll  a n d  h o ck ey  league  
games have b e e n  p lay e d  off each  w eek. T h e  C o m p a n y  
has a good fo o tb a ll tea m  a n d  th e  fo llow ing  h ave  p lay e d  
for the  B atta lio n  :— L /C p l.  H a le , P te s . M a n se r ,  E w in , 
Harvey, a n d  H a r ts h o rn e . T h e  b a sk e t b a ll  tea m  rea c h e d  
the finals o f  th e  in te r -C o m p a n y  m a tc h e s  b u t  lo s t to  
“ C  ” C o m p an y  21-16 .

In the  L o n d o n  D is tr ic t  N o v ic e s’ B ox ing  C o m p e titio n , 
Pte. P arsons rea c h e d  th e  finals b u t  u n fo rty n a te ly  r e t ire d  
hurt. A t th e  m o m e n t th e  C o m p a n y  te a m  is tra in in g  h a rd  
for the In d iv id u a l In te r -C o m p a n y  B o x in g  C o m p e titio n , 
scheduled to  co m m en ce  o n  Ja n u a ry  26.

C .S .M . T a r r a n t  h as  p lay e d  reg u la rly  in  th e  B a tta lio n  
hockey tea m  a n d  S g t. C a r te r  in  th e  R u g b y  team .

“ B ”  C O M P A N Y
T he b iggest c h an g e  in  th e  C o m p a n y  d u r in g  th e  p a s t 

m o n th s  has u n d o u b te d ly  b e e n  th e  d e p a r tu re  o f  
Major G . O. P o r te r  fo r  se rv ice  in  W e st  A frica . M a jo r 
Porter h ad  b een  w ith  u s  fo r  2 \  y ears . D u r in g  th is

p e rio d  th e  C o m p a n y  h a d  g ro w n  to  k n o w  a n d  re sp e c t 
h im  a n d  i t  w as w ith  g re a t  re g re t  th a t  w e  h e a rd  o f  h is  
d e p a r tu re .  T h e  w h o le  C o m p a n y  tak es  th is  o p p o r tu n i ty  
o f  w ish in g  h im  all th e  v e ry  b e s t in  h is  n e w  jo b  a n d  h o p e  
th a t ,  w h e n e v e r  h e  m ay  r e tu r n  to  E n g la n d , h e  w ill lo o k  
in  o n  us.

T h e  C o m p a n y  is  n o w  c o m m a n d e d  b y  M a jo r  I .  H . 
B a tty e , M .B .E .,  w h o  a rr iv e d  s h o rt ly  b e fo re  M a jo r  
P o r te r  le ft. C a p t.  J . N .  S h ip s te r ,  D .S .O .,  rem a in s  as 
S e c o n d -in -C o m m a n d . D u r in g  S e p te m b e r  a n d  D e c e m ­
b e r  in  p a r t ic u la r  th e re  h av e  b een  in n u m e ra b le  c h an g es  
a m o n g s t th e  m e n  a n d  a t  t im e s  th e  b a rra c k  ro o m s  a t 
C h e lsea  a p p e a re d  to  b e  m o re  like  a  t ra n s it  cam p  w ith  all 
th e  c o m in g s a n d  goings.
'  A t  th e  tim e  o f  w r itin g  th ese  n o tes  th e  C o m p a n y  is 
e n jo y in g  a tw o  w eek s’ ex ten siv e  a n d  v ig o ro u s  t ra in in g  
p e rio d  a t P i rb r ig h t  C fim p a n d  i t  h as  b e e n  e n c o u ra g in g  to  
see  h o w  m u c h  rea l p ro g ress  has  b e e n  m ad e  in  s u c h  a 
s h o r t  t im e  in  tra in in g , g e ttin g  to  k n o w  e a ch  o th e r ,  a n d  
w e ld in g  in to  a team . T h e  co b w eb s o f  L o n d o n  h ave  
b e e n  b lo w n  aw ay  w ith  su rp r is in g  rap id i ty  a n d  th e  m en  
p re fe r  th e  P irb r ig h t  life to  th a t  o f  h u m  d r u m  g a rr iso n  
d u tie s  in  L o n d o n .

S p o r t  in  L o n d o n  has  a lw ays b e e n  d ifficu lt to  o rg an ise  
fo r  a  v a rie ty  o f  reaso n s a n d  w e w ish  it  w e re  o th erw ise .

C a p t. J . N .  S h ip s te r , D .S .O .,  h as  re p re s e n te d  th e  
B a tta lio n  a t  hockey . C /S g t .  S h ru b b ,  M .M .,  h as  p lay e d  
fo r  th e  B a tta lio n  fo o tb a ll X I  a n d  C p l. C ro w th e r  a n d  
P te . Isaac  a t ru g g er.

“ C ”  C O M P A N Y
T h e  la s t q u a r te r  has  b e e n  a n  e x trem ely  b u s y  o n e  fo r  

th e  C o m p an y . W e  a re  n o w  o ld  h a n d s  a t  p e rfo rm in g  
p u b lic  d u tie s  ; w e  h a v e , in  fac t, ta k e n  o v e r, to g e th e r  
w ith  “  A  ”  C o m p a n y , th e  jo b  o f  a c tu a lly  d e ta ilin g  
co m p le te  g u a rd s  fo r  th ese  d u tie s . W e  h o p e  b e fo re  lo n g  
to  h ave  a  100 p e r  cen t. “  C  ”  C o m p a n y  K in g ’s G u a rd .

W e  h ave  h a d  m an y  c h an g es  in  p e rso n n e l a n d  w e 
e x te n d  a h e a rty  g ree tin g  to  C a p t. D . B . R e n d e ll, M .B .E .,  
M .C .,  L t .  G .  S a n d e r, L t .  J . C . B u ck n a ll (w h o  is  a t  
p re s e n t  o n  a P la to o n  C o m m a n d e r ’s c o u rse  a t  W a r­
m in s te r) , a n d  S g t. H illm a n . W e  a re  so rry  to  h av e  lo s t 
L t .  J . S . C . F lav e ll, S g t. P re s to n  a n d  C p l. Ju d k in s . T h e  
m ain stay s  o f  th e  C o m p a n y  s till  a re  L t .  R . A lfo rd  (d u e  
fo r  release), C .S .M . Je n n in g s , C /S g t.  G riff ith s  a n d  
L /C p l .  Ja m e s . C /S g t.  G riff ith s  a n d  S g t. F la h e r ty  
reg u la rly  p a y  th e i r  w eek ly  s u b sc r ip tio n s  to  L ittle w o o d s  
a n d  still h ave  h o p es  o f  a b ig  fin an c ia l w in  !

I n  s p o r t  w e h av e  b e e n  o n ly  rea lly  su ccess fu l in  
b o x in g . O n  N o v e m b e r  18, P te s . W o o d m a n  a n d  R u tty  
fo u g h t th e i r  w ay  to  th e  finals o f  th e  L o n d o n  D is tr ic t  
N o v ic e s ’ C o m p e titio n . A f te r  tw o  v e ry  fine  fig h ts , 
W o o d m a n  w o n  h is  b o u t  a n d  P te . R u t ty  f in ish ed  as a 
v e ry  c lose r u n n e r -u p .  I n  th e  C o m p a n y  In d iv id u a l  
C h a m p io n sh ip s  o u r  tw o  sta rs  w ere  jo in e d  as w in n e rs  b y  
L /C p l .  P asco e , w h o  a lso  p lay s  in  th e  B a tta lio n  so ccer 
tea m . S o cce r a n d  h o ck ey  h ave  b e e n  g o v e rn e d  b y  h eav y  
g u a rd  d u tie s  a n d  b a d  w e a th e r  ; h o w ev er, in  th e  m a tc h e s  
w e h av e  p lay e d  w e h av e  a c q u it te d  o u rse lv es  w ith  c re d it. 
M a jo r  G .  L e rw ill , M .C .,  has  p lay e d  in  th e  B a tta lio n  
h o ck ey  tea m , w h ile  C .S .M . J e n n in g s  has  r e p re s e n te d  th e  
B a tta lio n  a t  ru g g er.
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D u r in g  N o v e m b e r  w e  w e re  ask ed  to  p ro v id e  12 m e n ,  
c ap ab le  o f  r id in g  h o rses , to  p a rtic ip a te  in  th e  L o rd  
M a y o r’s S h o w . T h e  re q u ire d  v o lu n te e rs  w ere  o b ta in e d  
w i th o u t  an y  d ifficu lty  a n d  w e re  issu e d  w ith  co lo u rfu l 
cav alry  u n ifo rm s  c o m p le te  w ith  b a n d o lie rs  a n d  sp u rs . 
A s th e  g re a t  d ay  a p p ro a c h e d  th e i r  e x c ite m e n t rea c h e d  
b o ilin g  p o in t,  u n til  th ey  w ere  to ld  th a t  th e y  w o u ld  n o t 
n o w  b e  r e q u ire d  in  th e  m o u n te d  ro le  b u t  w o u ld  p a rta k e  
in  se t p iec e  tab le a u x  tra v e llin g  o n  lo rries.

I n  D e c e m b e r  w e s p e n t  a  p lea sa n t 16 d ay s  a t P i r -  
b r ig h t ,  c a rry in g  o u t  ex ten siv e  sectio n  a n d  p la to o n  t ra in ­
in g  w ith  a l ib e ra l a m o u n t o f  ran g e  w o rk  a n d  fie ld  firing . 
T h e  S co ts  G u a rd s  a t  P i rb r ig h t  w ere  m o s t  h e lp fu l an d  
h o sp ita b le  d u r in g  o u r  stay . W e  a p p re c ia te d  hav in g  
officers a n d  N .C .O .s  f ro m  o th e r  C o m p an ies  a tta c h e d  to  
u s  fo r  th is  t ra in in g  a n d  th e ir  h e lp  p ro v ed  invaluab le .

N o w  th a t  C h r is tm a s  is o v er w e  a re  o nce  m o re  c o n ­
c e n tra tin g  o n  b o x in g  a n d  h av e  som e 18 b o x e rs  tra in in g  
h a rd  fo r  th e  in te r -C o m p a n y  B ox ing  C o m p e titio n , d u e  
to  ta k e  p lace  to w a rd s  th e  e n d  o f  Jan u a ry .

T h e  fo llow ing  d o m es tic  ev en ts  a re  re p o r te d  :—
B ir t h s  : S g t. B u d d e n ’s w ife  g ave  b i r th  to  a so n , 

R o g e r  D a v id , o n  D e c e m b e r  10, 1948.
M a r r ia g e  : L /C p l.  M c H e n ry  w as m a rr ie d  a t  C lip -  

s to n  P a r is h  C h u rc h  o n  N o v e m b e r  27 , 1948, to  M iss  
A n n e  K a in , o f  L o w esto ft.

E n g a g e m e n t : C p l. W a lsh  b e c am e  e n g ag ed  to  M iss  
K a th le e n  M o ra n , o f  B riefield , o n  O c to b e r  23 , 1948.

W e  o ffer th ese  N .C .O .s  o u r  s in ce re  c o n g ra tu la tio n s .
S g t. B u d d e n  a n d  S g t. G o u ld  h av e  b e e n  a llo tte d  

m a rr ie d  q u a rte rs  a t  M ill  H il l  a n d  a re  n o w  co m fo rtab ly  
s e ttled -in .

L t .  B . A . M . P ie lo w  h as  rec e n tly  a tte n d e d  a n d  su ccess­
fu lly  p a sse d  a P la to o n  C o m m a n d e r ’s co u rse  a t  W a r­
m in s te r  as w ell as a  L o n d o n  D is tr ic t  b o x in g  c o u rse  a t 
P irb r ig h t.  S g t. P re s to n  w as a lso  successfu l o n  a rec e n t. 
N .C .O .s  co u rse  a t th e  S ch o o l o f  In fa n try , W a rm in s te r .

M a jo r  G . L e rw ill , M .C .,  w h o  has  b e e n  w ith  th e  
C o m p a n y  s in ce  its  fo rm a tio n  la s t J u ly  is  n o w  o ffic ia ting  
B a tta lio n  2 i /c  v ice  M a jo r  N .  C . G ilb e r t. I n  th e  m ea n ­
t im e , C a p t. D .  B . R e n d e ll, M .B .E .,  M .C .,  is  offic ia ting  
O .C . C o m p an y .

“ D ”  C O M P A N Y
S in ce  o u r  la s t n o te s  th e  C o m p a n y  has  r e tu rn e d  to  

d w ell a t  th e  D e p o t ,  a m o v e  th a t  w as m o s t w e lco m e  even  
th o u g h  i t  e n ta ils  jo u rn e y s  to  C h e lsea  w h e n e v e r  p e r ­
so n n e l o f  th e  C o m p a n y  a re  o n  p u b lic  d u tie s . W e 
a re  n o t  a lone in  th e  D e p o t as th e  new ly  fo rm e d  “  S ”  
C o m p a n y  is  a lso  h e re  ca rry in g  o u t  i ts  v a rio u s  sp ec ia lis t 
t ra in in g .

T h e re  h ave  b e e n  a  g o o d  m an y  c h an g es  o f  la te . C a p t. 
C la y d e n  h as  le ft u s  to  tak e  u p  a n  a p p o in tm e n t a t H .Q .,  
2 8 th  In fa n try  B rig ad e  a n d  w e a re  v e ry  so rry  to  lose  h im . 
H e  w as a  to w e r  o f  s tre n g th  in  all sp o rtin g  ac tiv itie s  a n d  
h e  w ill b e  a g re a t  loss b o th  to  u s  a n d  th e  B a tta lio n . W e 
w ish  h im  th e  v e ry  b e s t o f  lu ck  in  h is  n e w  sp h e re . L t .  
P ie lo w  has  r e t ire d  to  c iv ilian  life , a n d  L t.  D aw e  is  o n  a 
p re -re le a se  co u rse . W e  w ish  th e m  b o th  a ll success. 
L t .  L iv e rm o re , M .C .,  has le ft to  tak e  o v e r  th e  o n e ro u s  
d u tie s  o f  M .T .O . ,  a n d  S g t. C o o p e r  h a s  b e e n  tra n s fe r re d  
to  th e  C a r r ie r  P la to o n ; th e y  a re , a lso , g rea t losses to  
th e  C o m p an y .

W e  w elcom e C a p t. R . S t. G . Y o u n g , w h o  retu rns after 
m an y  y ea rs  ab sen ce  in  o th e r  c lim ates  ; h e  has taken over 
S e c o n d -in -C o m m a n d  f ro m  C a p t. C . N .  C layden, also 
C a p t. W . A. C . D ig b y  (R .F .) ,  2 /L t .  M . B. Devine, 
S g t. A v ery  a n d  Sg t. C a r lie r , a n d  w e h o p e  th e i r  stay will 
b e  a lo n g  a n d  h a p p y  one . C a p t. Y o u n g  has taken  over 
officer in  ch a rg e  o f  B a tta lio n  ru g g e r  a n d  2 /L t.  Devine is 
officer in  c h a rg e  o f  C o m p a n y  box in g .

I n  th e  a th le tic  w o r ld  w e  still go  f ro m  strength to 
s tre n g th . W e  w o n  th e  in te r  C o m p a n y  bask et ball by 
b e a tin g  “  A  ”  C o m p a n y  in  th e  final, a n d  w e are  due to 
m ee t e ith e r  “  B  ”  o r  “  H .Q .”  C o m p a n y  in  th e  final of 
th e  in te r -C o m p a n y  h o ck ey  ; a n d  w e a re  still a t the top 
o f  th e  S o ccer L eag u e . I n  th e  B a tta lio n  inter-Company 
a n d  In d iv id u a l  N o v ic e s’ B ox in g  C o m p e titio n , Pte. 
P o r r i t t  h a d  a  n o tab le  v ic to ry  w h e n  h e  knocked-out his 
o p p o n e n t in  th e  fina l o f  th e  m id d le  w e ig h t ; a great 
p e rfo rm an ce .

T o  s te rn e r  m a tte rs .  I n  sp ite  o f  th e  m any  outside 
calls offe red  u s  w e d o  m an ag e  to  ge t som e tra in in g  done 
an d  th e  C o m p a n y  is sh a p in g  w ell. O n  F e b ru a ry  2,1949, 
w e  p ro ce e d  to  P irb r ig h t  to  c a rry  o u t  a fo rtn ig h t’s field 
f ir in g  a n d  tra in in g , a n  ev e n t to  w h ic h  a ll ranks are 
lo o k in g  fo rw a rd .

S E R G E A N T S ’ M E S S
S pace  does n o t  p e rm it  a c o m p le te  su m m a ry  o f events 

o f  th e  p a s t  q u a r te r  as th in g s  h ave  m o v ed  quickly since 
o u r  a rr iv a l in  C h e lsea , w h a t w ith  th e  form ation of 
‘‘ S ”  C o m p an y , “  D  ”  C o m p a n y  m o v in g  to  M ill Hill 
a n d  a C o m p a n y  b e in g  p e rm a n e n tly  s ta tio n e d  at Pirbright.

T o  co m m en ce  th e  q u a r te r  th e  B a tta lio n  moved to 
C h e lsea  a n d  w e to o k  o ver th e  rec e n tly  renovated Ser­
g e a n ts ’ M e ss , w h ic h  a lth o u g h  n o t  so  comfortable at 
f irs t, is  g rad u a lly  b e in g  im p ro v e d  u p o n . W e held a 
h o u se -w a rm in g  social to  w h ic h  officers a n d  ladies were 
in v ite d , a n d  n eed le ss  to  say  a  m o s t en joyab le  time was 
h a d  b y  all.

O n  D e c e m b e r  22  w e h a d  a g ra n d  C hristm as draw, 
fo llo w ed  b y  a N e w  Y e a r’s E v e  dance. B o th  occasions 
w e re  ce le b ra te d  in  t ru e  “  D ie -H a rd s  ”  sty le  and  enjoyed 
b y  everyone.

W e  d id  n o t  h o ld  an y  social ev e n t o n  e ith e r Christmas 
o r  B o x in g  D a y  as m o s t  m em b e rs  w ere  able to avail 
th em se lv es  o f  th e  o p p o r tu n ity  o f  sp en d in g  Christmas 
a t  h o m e , w h ic h  fo r  m an y  w as th e  f irs t t im e  f<?r a number 
o f  y ears. T h o s e  m em b e rs , w h o  th ro u g h  necessity 
rem a in e d  b e h in d  o v e r C h r is tm a s , sp a re d  no  efforts tt 
m ak e  i t  a v e ry  m e rry  o n e , a n d  a lth o u g h  few  in  num r, 
th e  fes tiv e  sp ir i t  w as defin ite ly  th ere .

C o n g ra tu la tio n s  to  S g t. a n d  M rs . R . B udden  on e 
b i r th  o f  a so n , also to  Sg t. T h o ro g o o d  on  his recen 
m arriag e . • . ,  _n

A s re p o r te d  e lsew here  th e  B a tta lio n  is employe 
p u b lic  d u tie s  a n d  m em b e rs  h ave  b e e n  d o ing  their 
sh a re  o f  g u a rd s . .

W e h ave  to  w elcom e several n ew  faces an d  hope uu 
w ill b e  h a p p y  w ith  us. W e  also  h ave  h a d  to  say fare 
to  m an y  m em b e rs  w h o  h ave  le ft us— to  them  g° 
b e s t  w ish es. ^

I n  c o n c lu s io n  w e  a re  alw ays o p e n  to  welcome f 
m em b e rs  a n d  m em b e rs  o f  M id d le sex  T .A . Me 
D ro p  u s  a lin e  a n d  le t  u s  k n o w  w h e n  y o u  are comm • 
D a r t  ex p o n e n ts  a re  p a rtic u la rly  w elcom ed .

C H A N G I N G  G U A R D  A T  B U C K I N G H A M  P A L A C E

C O R P S  O F  D R U M S .  i s t  B A T T A L I O N  T H E  M I D D L E S E X  R E G I M E N T  (D .C .O .)
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C O R P O R A L S ’ C L U B
S in ce  m o v in g  to  C h e lsea  i t  h as  b e e n  e x tre m e ly  diffi­

c u lt  to  fu n c tio n  as a n  o rg an ise d  c lu b . W e  a re  a t  p re s e n t  
s h a rin g  a  c lu b  ro o m  a n d  b illia rd s  ro o m  w ith  th e  C o r­
p o ra ls  o f  th e  i  s t  B a tta lio n  K in g ’s S h ro p sh ire  L ig h t  
In fa n try ,  w ith  w h o m  w e a re  ex tre m e ly  frie n d ly .

O n  D e c e m b e r  16 w e  a tte n d e d  th e  “  D ie -H a rd s  ”  
C h r is tm a s  d a n c e  a n d  lo o k ed  u p o n  i t  as  o u r  o w n  sp ecia l 
fu n c tio n . T h e  d a n c e  w as a  g re a t  su ccess  a n d  a  g ood  
c h e ery  tim e  w as en jo y e d  b y  all.

A s is  u s u a l  th e s e  d ay s  m a n y  o f  o u r  m e m b e rs  a re  
leav in g  u s  a n d  n e w  faces a p p e a r . W e  se n d  th e  u s u a l  
g ree tin g s  a n d  g o o d b y es  a n d  h o p e  th a t  th e i r  t im e  s p e n t  
a s  m e m b e rs  o f  th e  C lu b  w ill n e v e r  b e  fo rg o tte n .

W e  a re  n a tu ra lly  lo o k in g  fo rw a rd  to  th e  tim e  w h e n  w e 
a re  o n ce  ag a in  m as te rs  o f  o u r  o w n  c lu b  ro o m s a n d  
p r o m i s e  o u rse lv es  a  rea l f irs t-c la ss  “  h o u se -w a rm in g  ”  
p a r ty .

F in a lly  w e c o n g ra tu la te  M a jo r  N . G . G i lb e r t  o n  h is  
p ro m o tio n  b u t  a re  m o s t  so rry  th a t  h e  h as  b e e n  p o s te d  
aw ay  fro m  th e  B a tta lio n . A s h e  w ill b e  in  L o n d o n  fo r  
so m e  tim e  w e  h o p e  th a t  h e  w ill b e  ab le  to  v is i t  u s  
p e rio d ica lly .

S O C C E R
T h e  seaso n  so  fa r  h as  b e e n  a fa ir ly  su ccessfu l o n e  fo r  

th e  B a tta lio n . U n fo r tu n a te ly  w e w e re  k n o c k e d -o u t  o f  
th e  A rm y  C u p  in  th e  t h i r d  ro u n d , b u t  in  th e  L o n d o n  
D is tr ic t  M id -W e e k  L e a g u e  th e  B a tta lio n  is  w e ll u p  th e  
lis t. O n  th e  la s t  re s u lts  l is ts  p u b lis h e d  th e  B a tta lio n  w e re  
th i r d  a n d  w e re  tw o  g am es in  h a n d .

T h e  re su lts  so  fa r  a re  g ra tify in g  in  th e  l ig h t  o f  th e  
d ifficu lties th a t  h ave  t r ie d  th e  te a m  d u e  to  p u b lic  g u a rd  
d u tie s  a n d  lack  o f  t r a in in g  fac ilities  a t  C h e lsea  B arrack s. 
I n  th is  c o n n e c tio n  a  v o te  o f  th an k s  is  d u e  to  R .S .M . R . 
O v ery  fo r  h is  h e lp  in  a rra n g in g  th e  g u a rd  d u tie s  o f  th e  
tea m  to  p re v e n t  c lash es  w ith  f ix tu re  d a te s .

R e c e n tly  th e  te a m  h as  b e e n  re in fo rc e d  w i th  th e  a rr iv a l 
in  th e  B a tta lio n  o f  P te . H in sh le w o o d , a F u lh a m  C lu b  
p lay e r a n d  a  w e lco m e  a d d it io n  to  w h a t  h as  b e e n  so m e­
t im e s  a  ra th e r  w eak  sh o o tin g  fo rw a rd  line .

I f  th e  te a m  c o n tin u e  to  p u t  th e i r  b ack  in to  th e i r  p la y  
th e n  th e  B a tta lio n  s h o u ld  b e  ab le  to  look  fo rw a rd  to  a 
f irs t  o r  s eco n d  p lace  in  th e  L o n d o n  D is tr ic t  L e a g u e  a t  th e  
e n d  o f  th e  season .

T h e  m a in s ta y s-o f  th e  B a tta lio n  th ro u g h o u t  h av e  b e e n  
C /S g t.  S h ru b b ,  M .M .,  L /C p L  P asco e  a n d  L /C p l .  
M a ra b le .

L /C p l.  H in sh le w o o d  h as  b e e n  se lec ted  to ' p lay  fo r  a n  
A rm y  X I  v . U n i te d  H o sp ita ls , a n d  P te .  W allis  re p re ­
s e n te d  L o n d o n  D is tr ic t  v . A ld e rs h o t  D is tr ic t .

R e su lts  to  d a te  :—
T ea m  R esu lt  Score

i s t  B atta lion , K .S .L .I .  . .  . .  . .  . .  W o n  4—  1
1st B attalion  T h e  S co ts  G uards . .  . .  W o n  2 —  1
H o u seh o ld  C avalry T ra in in g  R eg im en t W o n  3—  o
F ie ld  W in g , R .A ........................................................................ D ra w n  2—  2
W ax O ffice L o st 1—  4
C .A . and  A .A . W in g , R .A . ..................................W on  2 —  1
W ar O ffice S ignals R eg im en t . .  . .  . .  W o n  9—  3
i s t  B attalion  T h e  S co ts  G uards . .  . .  D ra w n  3—  3
F ie ld  W in g , R .A . . .  . .  . .  L o s t  2 — 14

O u r  th a n k s  go  to  P a d re  A . E . G ib b o n s , C a p t .  D .  B. 
R e n d e ll,  M .B .E .,  M .C .,  a n d  2 /L t.  G .  G . N o r to n ,  f o r  
r u n n in g  th e  B a tta lio n  soccer d u r in g  th e  p a s t  few  m o n th s .

H O C K E Y
O w in g  to  g u a rd  d u tie s , ab sen ce  o f  h o m e grounds 

(b o th  a t  M ill  H i l l  a n d  C h e lsea ) a n d  s c ra tch e d  fixtures, 
w e  h av e  n o t  h a d  as m u c h  h o ck ey  as w e could  have 
w ish e d  fo r . H o w e v e r, a  few  B a tta lio n  gam es have been 
p lay e d  a n d  a  s ta r t  h a s  b e e n  m ad e  in  th e  inter-Com pany 
leag u e  gam es.

I n  th e  N e w  Y e a r  w e h ave  a  fu lle r  f ix tu re  lis t and we 
h o p e  to  b u i ld  u p  a  g o o d  tea m  to  en jo y  m id-w eek  games 
a n d  th e  o ccasiona l w e e k -e n d  f ix tu re .

R esu lts  o f  B a tta lio n  m atc h e s  a re  :—
N ovem ber,  1948 R esu lt Score

i s t  B atta lion , K .S .L .I .,  a t A c to n  . .  L o st 2—3
R .A .F . a t H en d o n  . .  W on  2— 1
A rm y C up gam e v .  H .Q ., E astern

C om m and, at H en d o n  . .  . .  L o st 1—2
D ecem ber, 1948  

R .A .F ., U xb rid ge  . .  . .  . .  L o st 1—2
R .A .F ., H en d o n  . .  W on  3— r

U n fo r tu n a te ly  w e  w e re  k n o ck ed  o u t  o f  th e  A rm y Cup 
in  th e  f ir s t  ro u n d  a fte r  a v e ry  c lose g am e against H.Q. 
E a s te rn  C o m m a n d . I t  w e  h a d  h a d  th e  services of 
C a p t.  C . N .  C lay d en  ( in ju re d ) , L t .  B . K .  Clayden (on 
a  W .O .S .B .)  a n d  L t .  K . J . C a r te r  (o n  a course) perhaps 
i t  w o u ld  h ave  b e e n  a  d iffe re n t s to ry . A s it  was the
B a tta lio n  v e ry  n ea rly  w o n  a  v e ry  ev en  gam e and H.Q. 
E a s te rn  C o m m a n d  sc o re d  th e ir  w in n in g  goal a few 
m i n u t e s  b efo re  th e  final w h is tle .

C .S .M . T a r ra n t ,  p lay in g  in  a n  u n accu sto m ed  position 
as b a c k  to g e th e r  w ith  M a jo r  P o r te r ,  p ro v ed  invaluable to 
o u r  defen ce . C .S .M . H a m m o n d  sco red  o u r  goal from a 
c e n tre  b y  L t .  Bellers.

B o th  O .R .Q .M .S . W rig h t  a n d  O .R .Q .M .S . Waldron 
p lay e d  in  th e ir  u su a l g ra n d  s ty le  a n d  I  feel sure that 
w ith  o u r  reg u la r  fo rw a rd  lin e  w e  w o u ld  have scored 
severa l t im e s  e n a b lin g  u s , p e rh a p s , to  go  fu rth e r in the 
A rm y  C u p .

Aga in s t  th e  R .A .F . a t  U x b rid g e  th e  tea m  again was 
dras tica lly  sh o rt  o w in g  to  a n  A rm y  C u p  ru g g er match on 
th e  sam e day . O .R .Q .M .S . W a ld ro n  le d  th e  team  and 
M a jo r  L e rw ill , M .C .,  p lay e d  ex cellen tly  a t back. We 
c e rta in ly  h o p e  to  g e t o u r  rev en g e  a t  a  r e tu rn  fixture when, 
p e rh a p s , w e sha ll b e  lu ck y  e n o u g h  to  have our full 
te a m  ou t.

W e  h av e  d e fea ted  th e  R .A .F . tw ice  o n  their home 
g ro u n d  a n d  th e y  w ill b e  a fte r  u s  w h e n  w e next meet 
th e m  in  M a rc h . B o th  th ese  gam es w ere  m o st enjoyable 
ev en  th o u g h  th e  a irfie ld  w as a  trifle  b u m p y . Capt. C. N- 
C la y d e n  a n d  M a jo r  P o r te r  p lay ed  w ell in  th e  first game 
a n d  L t .  L iv em o re , M .C .,  a n d  C p l.. B ro w n  helped us 
im m en se ly  in  th e  seco n d . T h e  tea m  as a  whole com­
b in e d  a n d  p lay e d  fo rc in g  gam es. W e  m e t our neig 
b o u rs  th e  K .S .L .I .  in  th e  f irs t m a tc h  o f  th e  season. The 
h o ck ey  w as n o t  b rillian t  a n d  w e sh o u ld  have done 
b e tte r  th a n  to  lose  2— 3. W e  h o p e  to  have m any return 
g am es w ith  th e  K .S .L .I . ,  w h o  a re  a n  excellent all-roun

te a m ' ardO u r  fo rw a rd  lin e  has  v a rie d  a  lo t ow ing to  gU"“
d u tie s  a n d  ab sen ce  o f  reg u la r  m em b e rs , w ho a re .
L t .  B . K . C la y d e n  (le ft w in g ), L t .  K . J . C arte r (ms l .
le ft), C a p t. C . M . C lay d en  (cen tre -fo rw ard ), C.S ■
T a r ra n t  ( in s id e  r ig h t)  a n d  L t .  P . B ellers (right
L /C p l .  W in sb o ro u g h  (left w in g ), C p l. B row n (in*
le ft), C p l. A y lw ard , C .S .M . H a m m o n d  and  C.
M c M illa n  h a v e  also  p l a y e d  se v era l tim es.
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We have a  s tro n g  h a lf -b ac k  lin e  in  O .R .Q .M .S . 
Waldron, O .R .Q .M .S . W rig h t  a n d  L t .  L iv em o re , M .C .

Capt. R . J . P . C u m m in s  has ag a in  h e lp e d  u s  o u t 
several t im e s, a lth o u g h  p ro te s tin g  th a t  h e  n ev er has 
time fo r  hockey  th ese  days.

At back  w e a re  v e ry  so rry  to  see M a jo r  P o r te r  leave 
us for W est A frica  as h e  c o u ld  a lw ays b e  re lied  u p o n  fo r a 
sound defen ce . H e  has b e e n  p a rtn e re d  usua lly  by  
L/Cpl. S im p so n  a n d  so m etim es b y  M a jo r  G . L erw ill, 
M.C., a n d  C a p t. J . N .  S h ip s te r , D .S .O .

A g oalkeeper h as  b een  d ifficu lt to  find . C .S .M . 
McMillan t r ie d  h is  lu ck  in  th e  f irs t g a m e ; la te r D rm . 
Cullen d id  g rea t th in g s  b o th  in  a n d  o u t  o f  goal a n d  
finally P te . P a n n e ll has  em erg ed  as o u r  reg u la r  goa l­
keeper.

We sha ll g rea tly  m iss  th e  sk ill a n d  a tta c k  o f  C ap t.
C. N . C lay d en  w h o  is p o s te d  aw ay, b u t  w e  h ave  con­
siderable ta le n t  a m o n g s t b o th  officers a n d  O .R .s  to  
build u p  a g o o d  team .

It has b e e n  d ifficu lt to  o rg an ise  a  h o ck ey  league 
because o f  th e  lack  o f  a  d e c en t g ro u n d . W e  have, 
however, u se d  th e  p a ra d e  g ro u n d  a t  C h e lsea  a n d  
started a n  in te r -C o m p a n y  co m p e titio n . So far “  H .Q .”  
Company a n d  “  D  ”  C o m p a n y  seem  to  b e  fa irin g  b est 
but all gam es h av e  n o t  y e t b een  p lay e d  off. T h e  g rea t 
difficulty n o w adays is to  u n e a r th  f re sh  ta le n t  a n d  tra in  
young p o ten tia l h o ck ey  p lay ers  in  th e  B atta lio n . O w ing  
to the Barra lin n ’s ro le  a n d  th e  C o m p an ies  b e in g  sp lit 
between M ill  H ill, C h elsea  a n d  P irb r ig h t,  i t  res ts  w ith  
Companies to  u se  th o se  a fte rn o o n s  th a t  a re  availab le  fo r  
games in  o rd e r  to  t ry  a n d  d isco v e r ta le n t,  b u t  th is  is  n o t 
always easy  to  do . W e a re  n o w  a rra n g in g  m an y  in te r-  
Company gam es to  give ev ery o n e  a chance  o f  w ield ing  
a stick a n d  lea rn in g  th e  gam e.

B O X IN G
Always a  little  slow  to  g e t u n d e r  w ^y, th e  n o b le  a rt  o f  

self defence has g a in ed  p o p u larity  a n d  th e re  a re  m any 
keen boxers in  th e  B atta lion .

In the  L o n d o n  D is tr ic t  In d iv id u a l N o v ices’ C h am ­
pionship, h e ld  a t  C helsea  B arracks in  N o v e m b e r, 1948, 
the B attalion  h a d  several en tr ies . O f  th ese  P te . W o o d ­
man, o f “  C  ”  C o m p an y , w o n  h is  w e ig h t (b an tam -w eig h t) 
and Pte. R u tty , “  C  ”  C o m p an y , w as ru n n e r -u p  in  his 
weight. P te .  P a rso n s , “  A  ”  C o m p an y , w as u n fo rtu n a te  
in having to  re tire  w ith  a n  in ju re d  th u m b  w h e n  h e  was 
boxing v e ry  w ell a n d  lo o k ed  wTe ll o n  th e  w ay  to  w in n in g  
the h eavy-w eigh t co m p e titio n .

T he B atta lio n  N o v ices’ b o x in g  to o k  place a t  C helsea  
Barracks o n  D e c e m b e r  7 , 8 a n d  9 , 1948, “  S ”  C o m pany  
won th e  c o m p e titio n  a n d  a re  to  b e  co n g ra tu la ted  o n  
having su ch  a  fine e n try  o f  y o u n g  novices.

W inners o f  th e  in d iv id u a l w eig h ts  w ere  as follow's . 
Bantam-weight . . P te . W ood m an  • • “  C  ”  C om pany

P te . W hite  
P te . N o b le  
P te . P enny  
P te. Porritt 
L  C pl. P ascoe. 
P te. Pritchard.

S
“ B ” 
“  S ”  
“  D  ” 
“  C  ”

‘¡ejther-zreigh 
Light-weight . . 
welter-weight . .  
middle-weight 
'¿ght H eavy-w eigh t
Bat Loser . .  . .  * ~---------------------

T he B a tta lio n  se n t b o x e rs  to  sev era l civ ilian  b o x in g  
Meetings a n d  also  s u p p o rte d  th e  p ro g ra m m e  a t th e  
R-A.O.C. D e n o t b o x in e  m ee tin g  a t F e lth am .

A t  th e  m o m e n t C o m p an ies  a re  tra in in g  th e i r  tea m s in  
se c re t fo r  th e  B a tta lio n  O p e n  b o x in g  c o m p e tit io n  d u e  
to  tak e  p lace  a t  C helsea  o n  Ja n u a ry  26 , 27  a n d  2 8 , 1949. 
O n  th e  re su lts  o f  th is  m ee tin g  i t  is  h o p e d  to  p ick  a 
B a tta lio n  b o x in g  tea m  to  re p re se n t  u s  in  o u r  f ir s t  r o u n d  
o f  th e  A rm y  T e a m  b o x in g  c h a m p io n sh ip s  v e rsu s  th e  
i s t  B a tta lio n  T h e  W e lsh  G u a rd s , h e ld  a t  C h e lsea  in  
F e b ru a ry , 1949-

W e  a re  e x p e c tin g  to  p u t  a  s tro n g  te a m  in to  th e  r in g  
fo r  th is  co m p e titio n  a n d  a re  a lso  se n d in g  b o x ers  to  
co m p e te  in  th e  L o n d o n  D is tr ic t  In d iv id u a l A m a te u r  
b o x in g  ch am p io n sh ip s . I n  th is  la tte r  c o m p e titio n  th e  
w in n e rs  o f  e a ch  w e ig h t w ill go  fo rw a rd  to  co m p e te  in  th e  
A rm y  In d iv id u a l  O p e n  A m a te u r  b o x in g  ch am p io n sh ip s , 

1949-

R U G B Y
U p  to  th e  tim e  o f  w ritin g  th e  ru g g e r  tea m  h as  b e e n  

b e se t w ith  in n u m erab le  difficu lties. G ro u n d s  h ave  
b een  h a rd  to  g e t, an d , o w in g  to  th e  B a tta lio n ’s c o m m it­
m en ts  o n  p u b l ic  d u tie s  in  L o n d o n  a n d  t ra in in g  a t  P i r ­
b r ig h t ,  th e re  has  b e e n  a  sev ere  d ra in  o n  th e  te a m ’s 
p o ten tia lities . N e e d less  to  say  a  n u m b e r  o f  o u r  f ix tu re s  
h av e  h a d  to  b e  can ce lled  a n d  u su a lly  a t  th e  la s t m o m e n t. 
H o w ev er, i t  is  h o p e d  th a t  th e  s itu a tio n  w ill b eco m e 
e a sie r  d u r in g  th e  la t te r  p a r t  o f  th e  season , a n d  an  a ll-o u t 
e ffo rt is  b e in g  m a d e  to  g e t m o re  m id -w eek  fix tu res .

W e w elco m e 2  L t .  M . B . M . D e v in e  (H a rle q u in s  
p lay er) a n d  2 /L t.  R . J . E v an s  (ex -R .M .A . S a n d h u rs t  
team ) to  th e  B a tta lio n  a n d  h o p e  th a t  th e y  w ill  h e lp  us 
p ile  u p  th e  sco res . U n fo r tu n a te ly  C a p t. C . N .  C lay d en  
has le ft  u s ,  b u t  h as  s ta te d  t h a t  h e  w ill m ak e  h im se lf  
av ailab le  fo r  a n y  o f  th e  m o re  im p o r ta n t  fix tures.

B A S K E T  B A L L
S ince o u r  m o v e  to  C h e lsea  th e  s p o r t  has su ffe red  

con sid erab ly  o w in g  to  lack  o f  p lay in g  sp ace . T h e  o n ly  
g y m n asiu m  is u se d  b y  so  m an y  u n its  fo r  so  m an y  g am es 
th a r i t  is  p rac tica lly  im p o ss ib le  to  a rra n g e  m o re  th a n  
o n e  gam e a  w eek.

W e have , h o w ev er, p lay e d  one c o m p le te  C o m p a n y  
L e ag u e  series, “  D  ”  C o m p a n y  b e in g  th e  v ic to rs. A  
fu r th e r  series is  a t  p re se n t  in  p lay , “  A  ”  a n d  “  C  ”  
C om pan ies b e in g  th e  f inalists. A fte r  th e  B a tta lio n  b o x in g  
cham p io n sh ip s  i t  is h o p e d  to  ren ew  som e B a tta lio n  
fix tu res  w h e n  su c h  o ld  h a n d s  as C .S .M .s  J e n n in g s  a n d  
T a r ra n t  w ill o nce  ag a in  p ro v e  th e i r  w o rth .

M ID D L E S E X  R E G I M E N T  W A R  M E M O R IA L  
H O U S I N G  R E G I S T E R

A lth o u g h  th e  co ttages in  re sp e c t o f  o u r  1939 45 W a r  
M em o ria l w ill tak e  som e tim e  to  b u ild , th e  C o m m itte e  
w o u ld  like  to  e a rm a rk  th e  o ccu p an ts  b e fo re  th is  w o rk  is  
c o m p le ted , a n d  an y  o f  o u r  rea d e rs  w h o  a re  e lig ib le  a n d  
d esire  to  b en efit sh o u ld  m ak e  a p p lic a tio n  n o w  to  th e  
S ec re ta ry , M id d lesex  R eg im e n ta l A sso c ia tio n , M ill H ill  
B arrack s, N .W .7 .

I t  is w ell to  rem e m b e r  th a t  th e  b u ild in g  e s ta te  w ill be 
d ev e lo p ed  in  E n fie ld , M id d lesex .
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H O M E  C O U N T I E S  B R I G A D E  T R A I N I N G  
B A T T A L IO N , S H O R N C L I F F E

D u r in g  th e  la s t th re e  m o n th s  life  in  th e  B a tta lio n  has  
b e e n  as b u s y  a n d  in te re s t in g  as ev e r w ith  a w h o le  se ries 
o f  e v e n ts  fo llow ing  each  o th e r  in  q u ick  su ccession .

E a r ly  in  O c to b e r  th e  B a tta lio n  h a d  th e i r  a n n u a l 
in sp e c tio n  w h ic h  w as c a rr ie d  o u t  b y  a  te a m  o f  officers 
f ro m  H .Q . H o m e  C o u n tie s  D is tr ic t ,  le d  b y  th e  D e p u ty  
C o m m a n d er. W e  a re  p lea se d  to  b e  ab le  to  say th a t  a 
v e ry  sa tis fa c to ry  r e p o r t  w as rec e iv ed  a fte r  th is  in sp e c tio n , 
w h ic h  i t  is  fe lt  reflec ts  g re a t  c re d it  o n  a ll ran k s  o f  th e  
d iffe re n t reg im en ts  o f  th e  g ro u p , w h o  go  to  m ak e  u p  
th e  p e rm a n e n t  c a d re  o f  th e  B a tta lio n .

F o llo w in g  th e  an n u a l in sp e c tio n  w e w ere  v is i te d  b y  
L t .-G e n .  S ir  E v e ly n  B ark e r, G .O .C . E a s te rn  C o m m a n d , 
a n d  la te r  b y  M a j.-G e n . P . G . S . G re g so n  E llis , D is tr ic t  
C o m m a n d er. O th e r  v isito rs  w h o m  w e  h ave  b e e n  p r iv i­
leg ed  to  rece iv e  h av e  in c lu d e d  B rig . N .  I .  W h it ty ,
D .S .O .,  C o lo n e l T h e  Q u e e n ’s O w n  R o y a l W e st  K e n t  
R e g im e n t a n d  C o l. M . B ro w n e , M .C .,  C o lo n e l T h e  
M id d le se x  R e g im en t.

I t  is  w ith  re g re t  th a t  w e  h av e  sa id  g o o d b y e  to  M a jo r  
R . C . G u y , M .C .,  o u r  S e c o n d -in -C o m m a n d , a n d  
M a jo r  S. R ose . B o th  th e s e  officers h av e  b e e n  w ith  th e  
B a tta lio n  s in ce  its  fo rm a tio n  in  M a rc h ,  1948, a n d  th ey  
c e rta in ly  w ill b e  m issed . A t  th e  sam e t im e  w e  n ow  
w e lco m e  M a jo r  A . R . F y le r  as o u r  n e w  S e c o n d -in -  
C o m m a n d .

G u y  F aw k es d ay  w as c e le b ra te d  a t  S h o m d if f e  in  a 
b ig  w ay . T h e  p ro ce e d in g s  o p e n e d  w ith  th e  B a n d  a n d  
D ru m s  b e a tin g  R e tre a t  b y  flo o d lig h tin g , fo llo w ed  b y  
a  v e ry  fine  f irew o rk  d isp lay  a n d  a h u g e  b o n fire . A fte r  
t h e  d isp lay , w h ic h  w as w a tc h e d  b y  a la rg e  c ro w d  o f  
s p e c ta to rs , th e  officers g ave  a  p a r ty  in  th e  m ess w h ich  
w as a tte n d e d  b y  o v e r 50  g u es ts  a n d  4 0  c h ild ren .

A ll reg im en ts  o f  th e  g ro u p  w ill b e  in te re s te d  to  h e a r  
t h a t  th e  B a tta lio n  w as w ell r e p re s e n te d  a t  th e  L o rd  
M a y o r’s  Showr in  L o n d o n . O v e r  100 m e n  f ro m  th e  
B a tta lio n  fo rm e d  p a r t  o f  th e  m a rc h in g  d e ta c h m en ts  o f  
th e  B uffs a n d  R o y a l F u s ilie rs , w h ile  th e  B a n d  a n d  D ru m s  
o f  th e  Q u e e n ’s O w n  in  fu ll  d re s s  w ere  o n e  o f  th e  m an y  
b a n d s  in  th e  p ro cessio n . A  t ru ly  m em o rab le  d ay  w as 
th o ro u g h ly  e n jo y e d  b y  all w h o  to o k  p a rt .

A rm is tic e  S u n d a y  w as co m m e m o ra te d  in  th e  G a rr iso n  
c h u rc h  a t  S h o m c liffe  o n  N o v e m b e r  7  w i th  a b ig  c h u rc h  
p a ra d e  m ad e  u p  o f  d e ta c h m en ts  f ro m  a ll u n its  in  th e  
g a rriso n . M u s ic  in  th e  c h u rc h  w as p ro v id e d  b y  th e  
B a n d  a n d  th e  L a s t  P o s t  a n d  R ev e ille  w e re  so u n d e d  b y  
th e  B a tta lio n  b u g lers .

T h e  B a tta lio n  ru g g e r  te a m  h av e  h a d  a  v e ry  su ccessfu l 
season  to  d a te . I n  th e  A rm y  C u p  th e y  d e fe a ted  14th  
F ie ld  R e g im e n t, R .A ., a n d  la te r  1st M id d le se x  b e fo re  
b e in g  d e fe a ted  b y  th e  1st W e lsh  G u a rd s  in  th e  th ird  
ro u n d  b y  on ly  9  p o in ts  to  3 a fte r  a g ru e ll in g  gam e. I n  
th e  D is tr ic t  C h a m p io n sh ip  th e  B a tta lio n  a re  d u e  to  
p lay  D .B .R .E .,  C h a th a m , in  th e  final d u r in g  F eb ru ary '.

T h e  B a tta lio n  h o ck ey  te a m  h ave  a lso  d o n e  w ell hav in g  
lo s t  o n ly  five gam es o u t  o f  26 . I n  th e  A rm y  C u p  th e  
te a m  d e fe a ted  1st R o y a l S ussex  a n d  4 7 th  C o a s t R e g im e n t 
b e fo re  b e in g  d e fe a ted  b y  th e  R .E .s ,  C h a th a m , w h o  are  
th e  A rm y  C u p  h o ld e rs ,  b y  a  goa l sco red  in  th e  las t 
m in u te  o f  a n  ex c itin g  m atch .

T h e  B a tta lio n  h e ld  a  n u m b e r  o f  p a rtie s  b e fo re  C h r is t­

m as, in c lu d in g  a n  e n o rm o u s  c h ild re n ’s p a rty  attended 
b y  o v e r  300 ch ild ren . I n  a d d it io n  d an ces  w ere held in 
th e  O fficers’ a n d  S e rg ea n ts ’ M esses  w h ic h  w ere a great 
success. F in a lly  th e  m ajo r ity  o f  th e  B a tta lio n  were able 
to  p ro ce e d  o n  leave f ro m  a fte r  d u ty  o n  D ecem b er 23 to 
D e c e m b e r  29 , a n d  c e rta in ly  g rea tly  en jo y ed  a well- 
e a rn e d  re s t.

N o w  th a t  w e  h av e  b e e n  b e a te n  in  th e  A rm y  Cup at 
ru g g e r  a n d  h o ck ey , w e a re  c o n c e n tra t in g  o n  o ur cross­
c o u n try  ru n n in g  te a m  a n d  a re  h o p in g  to  d o  well in the 
D is tr ic t  C h a m p io n sh ip s  o n  F e b ru a ry  2. Several Bat­
ta lio n  c ro s s -c o u n try  ru n s  h av e  b e e n  h e ld  w ith  fields of 
o v e r 600 r u n n ers.

R E G I M E N T A L  N E W S  F R O M  S H O R N  CLIFFE
S in ce  th e  n ew  y ea r c o n s id e rab le  reo rgan isa tion  has 

ta k e n  p lace  h e re . In s te a d  o f  sp litt in g  u p  in takes anong 
th e  fo u r  tra in in g  c o m p an ies, co m p le te  in takes are now 
b e in g  p o s te d  to  each  c o m p a n y  in  tu rn .

T h is  ch an g e  m ean s t h a t  th e  affilia tions o f  training 
c o m p an ies  to  specific  R e g im e n ts  has e n d e d  an d  “ C ” 
C o m p a n y , w h ile  c o n tin u in g  to  m a in ta in  the  Royal 
S u ssex  a n d  .M idd lesex  R e g im e n ta l ro o m s will now 
rece iv e  re c ru its  b a d g e d  to  all th e  u n its  o f  th e  Brigade.

T h e  R eg im e n ta l esprit de corps w ill con tinue to be 
fo ste re d  w ith in  each  C o m p a n y  b y  ru n n in g  competitions 
b e tw e en  R eg im e n ta l p la to o n s  o r  sq u a d s.

A s p a r t  o f  th e  n ew  sy s te m , th e  P e rm a n e n t  Cadre will 
a lso  b e  r e d is tr ib u te d  e q u a lly  b y  R e g im en ts  between all 
t r a in in g  C o m p a n ie s  a n d  ea rly  in  Ja n u a ry  Cpls. Kent 
a n d  R ig b y  w e re  t ra n s fe r re d  to  “  D  ”  C om pany . Major 
C lin to n  N o ld a , th e i r  C o m p a n y  C o m m a n d er, has now 
h e a rd  th a t  h e  w ill b e  leav ing  S h o m c liffe  soon to  take up a 
s ta f f  a p p o in tm e n t as D .A .A .G .,  S in g ap o re .

U n t i l  rec e n tly  a ll d ra f ts  f ro m  S h o m cliffe  w en t to the 
1 s t  B a tta lio n  a t C h e lsea  B arracks a n d  P te . K in g  was one 
o f  th e  las t to  re jo in  th e  R eg im e n t. T h e  Royal Susses 
R e g im e n t a t  D o v e r  w ill n o w  rece ive  all o u r  tra ined  men 
u n til  th e i r  e s ta b lish m en t is m ad e  u p .

S g t. P a lm e r  w as d e ta c h e d  f ro m  th e  u n i t  a fte r  Christ­
m as to  a ssis t in  r u n n in g  a 3 - in c h  m o rta r  course at the 
H o m e  C o u n tie s  D is tr ic t  T ra in in g  C e n tre  a t  Hythe.

T h e  C h ris tm a s  d raw  in  th e  S e rg ea n ts ’ M ess was 3 
g rea t a ttra c t io n , th e  C .O ., L t .-C o l.  M a rty n  and  Major 
M a rs h  w e re  am o n g  th e  officers p re s e n t  a n d  were very 
p leased  to  see  R .S .M . M c L o u g h lin  a n d  Sgt. Q eland 
th e  M e ss  C a te re r ,  h av in g  co n s id e rab le  g o o d  fortune ri 
w i n n i n g  ch ick en , b o ttle s  o f  w in e  a n d  o th e r  se a so n a b le  

fare.
O n  J a n u a ry  20  w e  w e re  h o n o u re d  b y  a  v isit from the 

C o lo n e l o f  th e  R e g im e n t w h o , acco m p an ied  by Major 
D ic k  B elle rs, O .C . D e p o t,  cam e a n d  spoke to  u s all m 
th e  R e g im e n ta l R oom .

O v e r  70  m e m b e rs  o f  th e  R e g im e n t w ere Pp'*eD 
in c lu d in g  C a p t. W ilco ck so n  a n d  C .Q .M .S . U re  fio® 
H o m e  C o u n tie s  D is tr ic t  H .Q .,  also C ap t. Bissett anJ 
C .Q .M .S .  H o w a rd , w h o  a re  n o w  se rv in g  in  the  AL- 
a n d  r u n  a  C o o k ery  In s t ru c t io n  C e n tre  in  Shorndifie-

O th e rs  p re s e n t  o n  th is  occasio n  in c lu d ed  R-S 
M c L o u g h lin , S g ts . B u rre ll , B a rd e , C r itte n d en , Stacey. 
T r y  a n d  W h itf ie ld , C p ls . G ille tt,  M o ra n , Norman- 
E p p s , S ta n fo rd  a n d  S keld ing .
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Thu photograph teas ta ken  in the A n te-room  o f  the Officers’ M ess, M il l  H i l l ,  m  N o vem b er 24 , ' W y ^ t h e  
ner o f  the 2 n d  B a tta lio n  F lag , zchich teas le ft  f ly in g  in  error m  the S ta d iu m , U l le ,  during  the early 
ear I t  teas handed  back to the R egim ent In- the M o to r  o f  L ille , M onsieur G rem aw t. A n  article o f  this ceremony 

teas recorded in  the M a rch , 194S, copy o f  “  T h e  D ie -H a rd s Journa l

7T H  B A T T A L IO N  T H E  M ID D L E S E X  
R E G I M E N T  ( D .C .O .)

The re p o r t  o f  th e  B a tta lio n ’s ac tiv itie s  in  th e  las t issue 
of The D ie -H a rd s , gave a ll th e  new s u p  to  th e  tim e  o f  
the Royal R ev iew  b y  H .M . th e  K in g , w h ic h  to o k  p lace  
on O ctober 31 , 1948, a n d  th e  r e p o r t  closed  w ith  o u r 
tegrets a t th e  lo ss , o n  p o s tin g , o f  R .S .M . B ritto n . T h e  
Baitalion w as w ith o u t  a n  R .S .M . u n til  early  in  J a n u a ry  
* is year w h e n  R .S .M . J . E . P a in te r  jo in ed  us f ro m  th e  
Middle E ast. W e  h ave  b id  h im  w elcom e a n d  h o p e  his 
say w ith  u s  w ill  b e  lo n g er th a n  h is  p red ecesso r’s.

T he B a tta lio n  c a rr ie d  o n  its  n o rm a l ac tiv ities  d u r in g  
November a n d  th e  b e g in n in g  o f  D e c e m b e r , a n d  th e n  a 
*2ige p a rt o f  th e  h e a d q u a r te rs  w as h a n d e d  o v er to  th e  
G P.O . so th a t  th e y  c o u ld  d ea l w ith  th e  ru sh  o f  C h ristm as 
Parcels. W e  w ere  o n ly  ju s t  ab le  to  ge t s tra ig h te n e d  o u t 
ifier this in v asio n  in  tim e  fo r  th e  N e w  \  e a r  s  E v e  b a ll 
«inch was v e rv  w ell a t t e n d e d  a n d  w h ic h , i f  c u rre n t  
nunour is c o rre c t, w as a  g rea t success.

Once aga in  th e  B a tta lio n 's  C h r is tm as p a rty  w as h e ld  
I  «1 S a turday , J a n u a ry  8 , w h e n  w e e n te r ta in e d  a b o u t  50 
I children o f  th e  B a tta lio n , 12 b e lon g in g  to  m em b ers  o f  
I O ld C o m rad es’ C lu b , a n d  a g o o d  n u m b e r  o f  th e ir
I parents. T h e  p a rty  waS o n  th e  n o rm a l lines o f  gam es 
! followed b y  a  larg e  tea  a n d  a film  sh o w , a fte r  w h ich  
I Father C h ristm as  a rr iv ed  d o w n  th e  B atta lio n  p riv a te

ch im n ey  a n d  d is tr ib u te d  g ifts  to  a ll th e  c h ild re n  p rese n t. 
So fa r  th e re  h ave  b e e n  n o  c o m p la in ts  f ro m  th o se  a tte n d ­
ing  th is  fu n c tio n .

I t  is m o s t u n fo rtu n a te  th a t  th ese  n o tes  m u s t  b e  w ritte n  
b e fo re  b y  fa r  th e  m o s t im p o r ta n t  fu n c tio n  to  b e  h e ld  in  
1949. O n  F r id a v , J a n u a ry  28 , th e  B atta lion  is to  be  
h o n o u red  b v  th e  p re se n c e  o f  L t .-G e n .  S ir  B rian  H o r-  
rocks , K .B .E .,  C .B ., D .S .O .,  M .C .,  w h o  is so w ell 
k n o w n  a n d  so  g rea tly  re sp e c te d  b y  all m em b ers  o f  o u r  
R e g im en t. H e  is to  sp eak  a t a  m ee tin g  to  w h ic h  m an y  
im p o rta n t  a n d  d is tin g u ish e d  g u es ts  o f  th e  B atta lio n  have 
b een  in v ite d , in c lu d in g  th e  L o r d  L ie u tena n t  o f  M id d le ­
sex L o rd  L a th a m ' , th e  H ig h  S h e r if f  a n d  C o lo n e l o f  th e  
R e g im e n t ;C o l. M a u ric e  B row ne '' a n d  m an y  im p o r ta n t  
local em p lo y ers  a n d  re s id e n ts  o f  th e  d is tr ic t. G en . 
H o rro ck s  w ill sp eak  o n  “  T h e  A rm y  ”  a n d  w ill s tress  
to  a ll th o se  p re s e n t  th e  u rg e n t  n eed  fo r  a s tro n g  a n d  w ell- 
filled  T e r ri to r ia l  A rm y . I t  is h o p e d  th a t  w e  sha ll be  
ab le  to  r e p o r t  a g re a t  in crease  in  o u r  n u m b e rs  as a  re su lt  
o f  rh is  s in g u la r  h o n o u r.

H o r n s e y  D i e - H a r d s  C lu b
T h e  C lu b  h as  h a d  a  m o s t su ccessfu l y e a r  a n d  m an y  

n e w  m em b e rs  h ave  jo in e d . T h e  to ta l  p a id -u p  m em b ers  
fo r  th e  y ea r w as 127. a n  in crease  o f  11 o v e r 1947- M an y , 
o f  c o u rse , h av e  fa llen  b y  th e  w ayside  a n d  w e  h o p e  th ey
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w ill ren e w  th e i r  m e m b e rs h ip  in  1949- W e  w o u ld  
re m in d  th e m  th a t  th e  C lu b  a t H o rn se y  is p u t  a t  th e  
D ie -H a rd s  C lu b  d isp o sa l ev e ry  W e d n esd a y  ev en in g  an d  
so m e  c h e ery  tim e s  a re  sp en t.

A  m o st su ccessfu l d an ce  w as h e ld  o n  D e c e m b e r  4, 
1948, a n d  th e  p ro fi t  c o n s id e rab ly  h e lp e d  th e  C lu b  
fu n d s . T h e  D a r ts  C lu b  is  g o in g  w ell a n d  th e  C h ris tm a s  
s h a re -o u t  w as a  b ig  success.

W e  w ish  to  th a n k  th e  C o m m a n d in g  O fficer fo r  in v itin g  
12 o f  th e  m e m b e rs ’ c h ild re n  to  th e  C h ris tm a s  p a rty . 
T h is  w as a v e ry  fine sh o w  a n d  th e  c h ild re n  th o ro u g h ly  
en jo y ed  th em se lv es .

W e  w e re  ab le  to  s e n d  to  th e  S e c re ta ry  o f  th e  R e g i­
m e n ta l  A sso c ia tio n  th e  s u m  o f  £ 2 0  fo r  th e  M e m o ria l  
C o tta g e  H o m e s  a n d  h a d  a n  ack n o w led g e m e n t o f  “  a 
s p le n d id  e f f o r t ”  f ro m  th e  C o lo n e l o f  th e  R e g im e n t,  
C o l. M . B ro w n e , M .C .,  D .L . ,  J .P . W e  h a d  h o p e d  th a t  
o u r  S e c re ta ry , L t .  J . W . B a d h a m , M .B .E . ,  w o u ld  h ave  
b e e n  ab le  to  d isp o se  o f  th e  50  s ta m p  c a rd s  t h a t  h e  h a d ; 
i t  is , h o w ev er, p ro v in g  a h a rd  ta sk , b u t  h e  is s ti ll  g o in g  
s tro n g  a n d  h as  since so ld  a few  m o re .

T h e  co llec tin g  bo x es  h av e  a lso  b e e n  w ell s u p p o rte d  
a n d  o v e r £ 1 0  h as  b een  s e n t  u p  f ro m  th is  so u rce .

W e  se n d  g ree tin g s  to  all m e m b e rs  o f  o th e r  b ran c h e s  o f  
th e  D ie -H a rd s  C lu b .

H o r n se y  D ie -H a r d .

7 T H  B A T T A L IO N
T h e  21 s t  A n n u a l D in n e r  o f  th e  7 th  B a tta lio n  T h e  

M id d le sex  R e g im e n t O fficers’ (B .E .F .)  C lu b  w as h e ld  
a t  th e  T ro c a d e ro  o n  F r id a y , N o v e m b e r  12, 1948- 

T h e  p r in c ip a l g u ests  w e re  :— T h e  C o lo n e l o f  th e  
R e g im e n t,  L t .-G e n .  S ir  B rian  H o rro c k s , M a j.-G e n .
G . H . B . F re e th  a n d  C o l. A m w y l P assin g h am .

M a j.-G e n . F re e th ,  d u r in g  th e  1914/18 war, com­
m a n d e d  th e  In fa n try  B rig ad e  in  th e  5 6 th  Division in 
w h ic h  th e  1 7 t h  B a tta lio n  se rv ed  f ro m  A pril, 1916, to 
th e  A rm is tice  in  1918.

F o r ty -s ix  m em b e rs  o f  th e  C lu b  sa t d o w n  to dinner 
a n d , in c lu d in g  g u ests , th e  to ta l  n u m b e r  d in in g  was 65.

I n  th e  re g re tte d  a b sen ce , th ro u g h  illness, of the 
P re s id e n t,  C o l. S ir  E d w in  K in g , th e  ch a ir  was taken by 
C o l. J . K e n n e th  M a itla n d .

A R M Y  R E S E R V E S  O F  O F F IC E R S
T h e  W a r  Office an n o u n c e  th a t  th e  lis ts  o f the Army 

R ese rv es  o f  O fficers a re  n o w  b e in g  rev ised , and that 
officers a n d  ex-officers o f  th e  fo llow ing  classes are invited 
t o  jo in  e ith e r  th e  R e g u la r  A rm y  R ese rv e  o f  Officers or 
th e  A rm y  O fficers E m e rg e n c y  R ese rv e  :—

(a) R e g u la r  ex-officers w h o  res ig n e d  w ith  less than
10 y e a r’s serv ice.

(b )  R e leased  e m e rg e n cy  co m m issio n ed  officers.
(c) E x-o fficers w h o  h ave  re lin q u ish e d  sho rt service

co m m issio n s since th e  e n d  o f  th e  war, and
(d ) R e tire d  a n d  re leased  officers fo rm erly  of e 

I n d ia n  A rm y  w h e th e r  th e y  h e ld  regular or 
em erg en cy  com m issions.

O fficers w ith  d ie  tim e  to  sp a re  sh o u ld  join the 1 • •> 
b u t  th o se  w h o  c a n n o t d o  so a r£  u rg e d  to  apply *° Jol° 
o n e  o f  th e  R eserves. P a r tic u la rs  f ro m  all 
A u x ilia ry  F o rc es  A sso c ia tio n s , A rm y  R ecru itin g  ’ 
R e g im e n ta l D e p o ts  o r  th e  W a r  Office, S .W .i. 
o verseas sh o u ld  a p p ly  to  n ea re s t C o m m an d  G. 
o r  to  th e  W a r  Office. S e p a ra te  a rran g em en ts  have 
m ad e  fo r  R e leased  O fficers o f  th e  S u p p len ^ 0 ^  
R ese rv e  a n d  T e r r i to r ia l  A rm y , a n d  also released Worn 
O fficers.

2 7 T H  B A T T A L IO N  T H E  M ID D L E S E X
R E G I M E N T  ( D .C .O .)  O L D  C O M R A D E S ’ 

A S S O C IA T IO N
O n O c to b e r  30, 1948, th e  T o tte n h a m  D ie h a rd s  C lu b  

held its f irs t reu n io n  d in n e r  a t  th e  H o rse  S hoe  H o te l, 
T o tten h am  C o u r t  R o a d . S om e 125 m em b ers  a tte n d e d  
the ch ief g u es t b e in g  th e  C o lone l o f  th e  R e g im en t. Col.
S. M iram s, M .C .,  T .D . ,  D .L . ,  w as in  th e  ch a ir  as 
President o f  th e  C lu b .

T h e  S ec re ta ry  o f  th e  C lu b , M a jo r  R . C . R o b o th a m , 
M .C., is to  b e  c o n g ra tu la te d  o n  o rg an is in g  w h a t p ro v ed  
to be a m o s t su ccessfu l a n d  en joyab le  evening .

A fter g iv in g  th e  loyal to as t to  H is  M ajes ty  a n d  to  
Fallen C o m rad e s , C ol. M ira m s  w elco m ed  th e  g u ests  and  
all m em b ers  p re se n t, in  p a rt ic u la r  th e  m an y  w h o  had  
come long  d istan ces  f ro m  S co tlan d  a n d  o th e r  p a rts  
remote f ro m  L o n d o n . H e  rea d  a  te leg ram  o f  good w ishes 
from H is  M a je s ty  a n d  also  f ro m  C ol. S ir  E d w in  K in g , 
who w as u n a b le  to  a tte n d . A fte r  g iv in g  a b r ie f  re su m e  o f 
the C lu b ’s ac tiv itie s  sin ce  its  fo rm a tio n  he  called  u p o n  
Col. B row ne to  p ro p o se  th e  to as t o f  “  T h e  B atta lion .

In  p ro p o sin g  th is  to a s t  C o l. B row ne spoke o f  th e  
great in te re s t w ith  w h ic h  h e  h a d  fo llow ed  th e  ac tiv ities  o f

th e  B a tta lio n  d u r in g  th e  w a r  a n d  th e  m an y  tr ib u te s  
p a id  to  h im  in  re sp e c t o f  i ts  ach iev em en ts . H e  was 
p a rticu la rly  p leased  to  see f ro m  th e  g a th e r in g  h o w  alive 
th e  B a tta lio n  rem a in e d  d u r in g  its  so -ca lled  su sp en d e d  
a n im a tio n . H e  w ish e d  to  p lace  o n  rec o rd  th e  fa c t  th a t  
th is  B atta lio n  w as th e  o n ly  one  to  su p p o rt  th e  R eg i­
m en ta l A sso c ia tio n  b y  c o n tr ib u tin g  a d ay ’s p ay  f ro m  all 
ran k s  r ig h t  th ro u g h o u t th e  w ar.

L t .-C o l.  J . D .  R o b b in s , O .B .E ., rep lied  to  th is  to ast, 
t h a n k in g  C ol. B row ne fo r  h is  k in d  w ords. H e  looked 
fo rw ard  to  m an y  fu tu re  s im ila r  reu n io n s  a n d  re m in d ed  
th o se  p rese n t th a t ,  o n  th e  las t T h u r s d a y  o f  each  m o n th , 
m an y  2 7 th  O ld  C o m rad e s  fo re g a th e r  a t  8 p .m . a t  th e  
M o th e r  R ed c a p  H o te l o p p o s ite  C a m d e n  T o w n  tu b e  
sta tion .

A m ongst th o se  p re s e n t  w e re  :— M essrs . A . A b ra h a m s,
F . A b b o tt, A . E . A llch o m e , F re d  A llen , S . J . A llen , 
A. A tk in so n , A m os, W . J .  B a ttam s , L .  A. B a m h u rs t ,  
C . E . B ow en, H . B ignell, G . A . H . B ow er, S . B e rry m an , 
A . B rid le , F .  C . B rock , M . G .  B ro ck , A . W . J . B ro w n , 
W . G . B u n to n , S . C h a p m a n , R . C a ld o w , E . C ase, 
H . A. B. C lavpo le , L . C h a n d le r , D . S . C o o p er, A . d e  
C h im ay , C . C ro ss , A . E . C u tle r ,  H . W . D an ie ls ,

O U R  F I R S T  R E U N I O N  D I N N E R
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D u n f o r d ,  J . D y m o c k , J .  C . E d w a rd s , D .  F re e m a n , 
E .  W . C . F la v e ll , H .  J . F la ck , A . F a irh e a d , D .  D . 
F i s h e r ,  T .  G .  F o re s te r ,  R . F o r re s te r ,  S . F le tc h e r ,  E . C . 
G a te s ,  L . F .  G e r r a r d ,  C . G la n v ille , H .  G ly n -Jo n e s , 
A . I .  F .  G o ld m a n , C . S . G o u ld in g , E . C . G r a h a m , 
W . H . G re g o ry , C . D .  G r in h a m , F .  G .  G u m e y , L . 
H a r r is ,  L .  J . H a rm a n ,  J .  H a rp e r ,  R . H e b d e n , D .  L . 
H e m m in g , F .  H u n te r ,  J . D .  H il le r ,  C . H o u se , G . 
H o w a rd , J .  E . H o w k in s , J .  I .  H y m a n s , R . Je n k in s , 
J .  Jo h n s o n , N .  E . J a co b , A . T .  Jo n e s , R . Ja ck lin , E .  
K in g , H .  K n e e b o n e , L .  K n ig h t ,  A . L a k e , C . W . L a y , 
R . E . L in e s , L .  L a n d e r ,  L . L a tn e r ,  W . L e e , R . L eeso n , 
C . A . M a rd e ll ,  W . F .  M a y , J . S. M c C a rr ic k , P . J . 
M c E n a lly , C . H .  M c L e a n , R . A . M e rre ll ,  S . M ira m s ,
C . M o o re , L .  J . M o rtim o re , H . M a y n a rd , F . A . N e w ­
m a n , H . N ic h o lso n , N .  K . O ta g iri , P o w ell, R . P ea rce , 
N .  P ag e , W . P ea rce , M . I .  P re v e tt ,  R . I .  P ro c to r ,  A . F ,  
P ro o p s , F .  P h illip s ,  F .  E . P h illip s , S . C . P u ls fo rd , E . A. 
P a te rs o n , E . F .  J . R ic h , B . R id g w ay , J . D .  R o b b in s . 
N .  D .  R o b in so n , R . F .  W . R o o s ta n , R . E . R o b o th a m , 
L .  S c o tt,  P . S h e e h a n , F .  S la te r , R . W . J . S m ith , J . W , 
S n e lso n , G . E . S p a in , F .  H .  S tacey , K . J . S te b b in g s . 
A . T r ip p ,  L .  T a y lo r ,  W . H . A . T re w , K . J . M . W a d m a n , 
E . H .  E . W allis , R . A . W a rd , A . E . W . W ille t t,  T .  H . 
W o o d .

T H E  S T O R Y  O F  T H E  8 T H  B A T T A L IO N , 
N O R T H - W E S T  E U R O P E ,  1944-45

B y  C a p t . R . F .  C u tl e r

T h e  8 th  B a tta lio n , fo rm in g  th e  M a c h in e  G u n  B a t­
ta lio n  o f  th e  4 3 rd  (W essex) D iv is io n , w a s  p a r t  o f  th e  
c o m b in e d  B r i tish  a n d  C an a d ian  A rm y  G ro u p  assem b led  
fo r  th e  in v as io n  o f  E u ro p e . “  D  ”  D a y  o n  J u n e  6 , 1944, 
cam e  as th e  c u lm in a tio n  o f  th e  lo n g  a n d  a rd u o u s  tra in in g  
w h ic h  a ll ran k s  h a d  u n d e rg o n e  in  p re p a ra tio n  fo r  th is  
g rea t u n d e rta k in g . T h e  4 3 rd  D iv is io n  w as a  T e r r i to r ia l  
D iv is io n  w ith  a  h ig h  re p u ta tio n , w h ic h  i t  m o re  th a n  
ju s tif ie d  d u r in g  th e  e n su in g  c a m p a ig n . I t  w as a “  b u i ld ­
u p  ”  d iv is io n , e a rm a rk e d  in  th e  f irs t  p lace  fo r  th e  
b a ttle s  w h ic h  w e re  b o u n d  to  fo llow  a fte r  th e  b r id g e h e a d  
in  N o r m a n d y  h a d  b e e n  se cu re d  a n d  th e  G e rm a n s  h ad  
b ro u g h t  u p  th e i r  rese rv es  in  a n  a tte m p t to  d riv e  th e  
A llies b ack  in to  th e  sea. T h e  T e r r i to r ia l  tra d itio n  o f  
th e  8 th  e n s u re d  th a t  i t  a lw ays fe lt “  a t  h o m e  ”  w ith  th e  
W e st  C o u n try  in fa n try  T e r r i to r ia l  b a tta lio n s  w h ic h  
c o n s ti tu te d  th e  4 3 rd  D iv is io n  a n d  w i th  w h ic h  i t  w as to  
figh t. T h is  m a d e  fo r  c o -o p e ra tio n , a n d  w h e n  th e  w ar 
e n d e d  th e r e  ex is te d  b e tw e e n  th e  “  M id d ie s  ”  a n d  th e ir  
W essex  co m ra d e s  a  v e ry  g e n u in e  re sp e c t. T h is  fee lin g  
o r ig in a te d  d u r in g  tra in in g , a n d  w as c o n so lid a te d  d u r in g  
th e  b i tte r  fig h tin g  in  w h ic h  b o th  sh a re d .

E x c e p t  fo r  th e  in itia l lan d in g s  a n d  fo r  b r ie f  p e rio d s  
o u t  o f  th e  lin e , th e  D iv is io n  fo u g h t th ro u g h  th e  w h o le  o f  
th e  cam p a ig n  a n d  to o k  p a r t  in  p rac tic a lly  e v e ry  m ajo r 
b a ttle . T h e  8 th  m ad e  its  c o n tr ib u tio n  to  e a ch  o f  th e m  ; 
a n d  its  re c o rd  w as w e ll in  k eep in g  w ith  th e  D ie h a rd  
tra d itio n . I t  b e g a n  to  la n d  o n  th e  b each es  n e a r  C o u r-  
seu lle s  o n  J u n e  23. F o u r  days la te r  i t  w e n t in to  ac tio n .

F o r  th e  n e x t m o n th  th e  B a tta lio n  w as in v o lv ed  w ith ­
o u t  a  b rea k  in  th e  f ig h tin g  im m e d ia te ly  w e s t  o f  C aen . 
T h is  c e n tre d  o n  H ill  112, fo r  w h ic h  th e  G e rm a n s  fo u g h t 
w ith  th e  u tm o s t  b itte rn e ss  b e c au se  o f  its  d o m in a tin g

p o s itio n . H il l  112 a c te d  like  a m ag n e t to  w h a t seemed an 
en d less  su c ce ss io n  o f  P a n z e r  fo rm a tio n s  th ro w n  into the 
b a ttle .  A  se rie s  o f  a ttack s  c lea red  th e  approaches to it 
ac ro ss  th e  R iv e r  O d o n . T h e  b a tt le  fo r  th e  H ill itself 
w e n t o n  u n t i l  th e  D iv is io n  w as re liev ed  a t  the  end of 
Ju ly . B y  th is  t im e  th e  s lopes w e re  sh a re d  w ith  the  enemy, 
n e ith e r  s id e  ac tu a lly  h o ld in g  th e  su m m it. T h e  M iddle­
sex  m a c h in e -g u n  a n d  h eav y  m o rta r  p la to o n s w ere con­
s ta n tly  in  a c tio n , e ith e r  in  s u p p o r t  o f  o u r  o w n  attacks or 
in  h e lp in g  to  b e a t o ff  th e  h eav y  G e rm a n  counter­
a tta c k s . S u c h  c o u n te r-a tta c k s  w e re  f re q u e n t,  and  were 
u su a lly  led  b y  ta n k s . I t  w as in  o n e  o f  th e m , o n  June 27— 
th e  f ir s t  day  th e  B a tta lio n  saw  ac tio n — th a t  the 8th 
su ffe red  its  f ir s t  casu a lties . N o . 8 P la toon , “ B ” 
C o m p a n y , c o m m a n d e d  b y  L t .  D e a rb u rg h ,  was attacked 
b y  th re e  T ig e r  T a n k s . A  g a lla n t a t te m p t  to  rep ly  with 
th e  P la to o n ’s P ia t  w as u n su c ce ss fu l. Eventually a 
n e ig h b o u rin g  in fa n try  s ix -p o u n d e r  p ick ed  off all three.

T h is  p e rio d  p ro v e d  a  sev ere  te s t  fo r  th e  troops, most 
o f  w h o m  h a d  n e v e r  b e e n  in  ac tio n  b e fo re . B ut their 
b e h a v io u r  w as ex em p la ry . I t  w as ty p ified  by the 
e x am p le  o f  L t .  R o n a ld  W a itin g , a  y o u n g  officer who 
w as in  c o m m a n d  o f  o n e  o f  th e  “  D  ”  C o m p a n y ’s mortar 
p la to o n s . O n  J u ly  11 h e  w as d ire c tin g  th e  fire of his 
p la to o n  f ro m  a n  O .P . in  a fo rw a rd  p o s itio n , w h en  he saw 
a  G e rm a n  a tta c k  d ev e lo p in g , led  as u su a l by  tanks. 
S e n d in g  b a c k  h is  w ireless o p e ra to r  a n d  driver, he 
re m a in e d  u n t i l  th e  p o s itio n  w as o v e rru n . H e  himself 
w as k illed  b u t  n o t  b e fo re  h e  h a d  b ro u g h t dow n heavy 
fire  o n  th e  a p p ro a c h in g  en em y . I n  o n e  o f  his last 
m essag es  h e  w as ab le  to  r e p o r t  a d ire c t h i t  o n  a German 
tan k .

M e n  w h o  se rv ed  in  th e  8 th  B a tta lio n  a re  n o t likely to 
fo rg e t H il l  112, w h e re  a m em o ria l to  th e i r  D ivision now 
sta n d s , o r  th e  days a n d  n ig h ts  th e y  sp e n t o n  its slopes. 
M a n y  o f  th e i r  n u m b e r  a re  c o m m em o ra ted  by the 
m em o ria l, a n d  th e  f irs t  o f  th e  m an y  deco ra tio n s  awarded 
to  m em b e rs  o f  th e  B a tta lio n  w ere  w o n  here . In  this 
c o n n e c tio n  specia l m e n tio n  s h o u ld  b e  m ad e  of Cpl. 
W illiam  H arew e ll, o f  “  A  ”  C o m p a n y , w h o  was awarded 
th e  M ilita ry  M e d a l fo r  g rea t b rav e ry  a n d  who was 
la te r  k illed .

A fte r  a  few  days’ re s t  a t  th e  e n d  o f  J u ly , th e  Battalion 
w e n t in to  ac tio n  again . T h is  tim e  th ey  w ere  fu rth e r west 
in  th e  B ritish  line . F ig h tin g  n o w  becam e  m o re  mobile, 
th e  b re a k -o u t  f ro m  N o rm a n d y  b e in g  im m in en t. Bois 
d e  H o m m e  a n d  M o n t  P in c o n  a re  th e  m o s t memorable 
n a m e s  fo r  th e  8 th  d u r in g  th is  p e rio d , w h ic h  ended with 
th e  c ro ss in g  o f  th e  R iv e r N o ire a u  o n  A u g u s t 15. 0 Q 
th is  occasio n  th e  B a tta lio n  w as in  ac tio n  as a whole. 
T h is  w as n o t  alw ays th e  case. T h e  tasks o f  an M.G. 
B a tta lio n  a re  v aried . T h e y  ran g e  f ro m  giv ing  covering 
fire  to  a  b a tta lio n  (o r  less) o f  in fa n try  to  supporting a 
fu ll-sca le  a ttack  o n  a  d iv isiona l basis. T h e  first o f these 
a lte rn a tiv e s  can  w e ll b e  w ith in  th e  m ean s o f  a single 
p la to o n . O n  th e  N o ire a u  th e  w h o le  B atta lion  fired in 
s u p p o r t  o f  214  In fa n try  B rig ad e ’s a tta c k  across the 
r iv e r. T h e  e n em y  w as m ak in g  h e re  o n e  o f  h is  last ditch 
effo rts  to  s te m  th e  A llied  o n ru sh , fo r  th e  Allies were 
a b o u t to  d r iv e  h im  o u t o f  N o rm a n d y  a n d , indeed, out 
o f  th e  w h o le  o f  F ra n ce . F o r  th e  M id d lesex  i t  was a 
m o s t  su ccessfu l e n g a g em e n t. I n  its  official history of 
th e  c a m p a ig n , th e  7 th  B a tta lio n  T h e  S om erse t Lignt
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Infantry (one o f  th e  b a tta lio n s  tak in g  p a rt)  pays w arm  
tribute to  th e  su p p o r t  i t  w as g iv en  a n d  re fe rs  to  the  
hundreds o f  e n e m y  d e a d  la te r  fo u n d  in  th e  M id d lesex  s 
target areas. O ccasions su c h  as th ese  c e m e n ted  th e  
close ties b e tw e en  th e  8 th  a n d  th e  o th e r  b a tta lio n s  in  the  
Division.

M eanw hile th e  4 3 rd  D iv is io n  h a d  p assed  in to  3° 
Corps, a n d  so u n d e r  th e  co m m a n d  o f  L t .-G e n .  S ir  B rian  
Horrocks. I t  w as a  so u rce  o f  co n s id e rab le  p r id e  to  th e  
Battalion th a t  i t  w as u n d e r  th e  c o m m a n d  o f  th is  d is­
tinguished m e m b e r  o f  th e  R e g im e n t fo r  th e  re s t  o f  the  
campaign, a n d  th a t  i t  to o k  p a r t  in  th e  series o f  decisive 
battles w ith  w h ic h  th e  n am e  o f  th is  c e le b ra te d  C o rp s  is 
associated.

Events n o w  m o v ed  m u c h  m o re  qu ick ly . In  rap id  
succession th e  B a tta lio n  to o k  p a r t  in  tw o  o f  th e  m o st 
famous b a ttles  o f  th e  cam p aig n — th e  c ro ss in g  o f  th e  
Seine a t V ern o n , a n d  A rn h e m . T h e  f irs t is o u ts ta n d in g  
because i t  w as a t  th e  p re t ty  riv e rsid e  to w n  o f  V e rn o n  th a t  
tile crossing  w as secu red  w h ich  e n a b le d  th e  B ritish  
arm oured d iv isions to  m ake th e ir  h isto ric  d a sh  to

B russels a n d  A n tw e rp , th e re b y  lib e ra tin g  th e  w h o le  o f  
B elg ium . T h e  G e rm a n s , fo llow ing  th e  A llied  b rea k -o u t 
fro m  N o rm an d y , w ere  h astily  t ry in g  to  ex trica te  as 
m an y  o f  th e ir  forces as th ey  co u ld  f ro m  th e  d isa s te r  
w h ic h  h a d  o v e rtak en  th em . A ll th e  b rid g es  across th e  
S eine h a d , o f  co u rse , b e e n  d es tro y ed , a n d  a s tiff re a r ­
g u a rd  ac tio n  was fo u g h t to  p rev e n t a  crossing . U n d e r  
cover o f  dark n ess  th e  in fa n try  c ro ssed  th e  r iv e r in  
a ssau lt b o a ts . M id d lesex  m ac h in e -g u n s  a n d  m o rta rs , 
o nce  th e  e le m e n t o f  su rp rise  w as ov er, a ssis ted  th e m  
w ith  su p p o rtin g  fire. T h e  m ac h in e -g u n n e rs  h a d  tak en  
u p  th e ir  p o sitio n s  in  hou ses  o n  th e  r iv e r-b a n k , a n d  th ey  
a n d  th e  m o rta r  p la to o n s gave v e ry  v a lu ab le  a ssis tan ce  
ag a in st th e  co n sid e rab le  e n em y  fo rces o n  th e  o th e r  side. 
T h e  G e rm a n  an sw erin g  fire w as v e ry  h eav y , a n d  am o n g  
th e  casualties w as S g t. A llen , th e  M ed ica l S e rg ea n t, w ho  
w as am o n g  th o se  k illed  w h e n  th e  R .A .P . w as h it.  L a te r  
th e  p la to o n s c ro ssed  th e  r iv e r  to  assist in  c lea rin g  th e  
w ay  fo r  th e  a rm o u r to  goT th ro u g h . A s i t  d id  so , th e  
b a ttle  reced ed , a n d  th e  B a tta lio n  en jo y ed  its  f irst long  
res t s ince it  h a d  landed .
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D u n f o r d ,  J . D y m o c k , J .  C . E d w a rd s , D .  F re e m a n , 
E . W . C . F la v e ll, H .  J . F la ck , A . F a irh e a d , D .  D . 
F i s h e r ,  T .  G . F o re s te r ,  R . F o r re s te r ,  S . F le tc h e r ,  E . C . 
G a te s ,  L .  F .  G e r r a r d ,  C . G la n v ille , H .  G ly n -Jo n e s ,
A . I .  F .  G o ld m a n , C . S . G o u ld in g , E . C . G ra h a m , 
W . H . G re g o ry , C . D .  G r in h a m , F .  G . G u rn e y , L . 
H a r r is ,  L .  J . H a rm a n ,  J . H a rp e r ,  R . H e b d e n , D .  L . 
H e m m in g , F .  H u n te r ,  J . D .  H il le r ,  C . H o u se , G . 
H o w a rd ,  J . E . H o w k in s , J .  I .  H y m a n s , R . Jen k in s , 
J . Jo h n s o n , N .  E . J a co b , A . T .  Jo n e s , R . Jack lin , E . 
K in g , H .  K n e e b o n e , L .  K n ig h t ,  A . L a k e , C . W . L a y , 
R . E . L in e s , L .  L a n d e r ,  L . L a tn e r ,  W . L e e , R . L eeso n ,
C . A . M a rd e ll ,  W . F .  M a y , J . S . M c C a rr ic k , P . J . 
M c E n a lly , C . H .  M c L e a n , R . A . M e rre ll ,  S . M ira m s ,
C . M o o re , L .  J . M o rtim o re , H . M a y n a rd , F . A . N e w ­
m a n , H . N ic h o lso n , N .  K . O ta g iri , P o w ell, R . P ea rce , 
N .  P ag e , W . P e a rc e , M . I .  P re v e tt ,  R . I .  P ro c to r ,  A . F ,  
P ro o p s , F .  P h illip s ,  F .  E . P h illip s , S . C . P u ls fo rd , E . A . 
P a te rso n , E . F .  J . R ic h , B . R id g w ay , J . D .  R o b b in s . 
N .  D .  R o b in so n , R . F .  W . R o o s ta n , R . E . R o b o th a m , 
L .  S c o tt,  P . S h e e h a n , F .  S la te r , R . W . J . S m ith , J . W , 
S n e lso n , G . E . S p a in , F .  H .  S tacey , K . J .  S te b b in g s .
A . T r ip p ,  L .  T a y lo r ,  W . H . A . T re w , K .  J .  M . W a d m a n ,
E . H . E . W allis , R . A . W a rd , A . E . W . W ille tt, T .  H . 
W o o d .

T H E  S T O R Y  O F  T H E  8 T H  B A T T A L IO N , 
N O R T H - W E S T  E U R O P E ,  1944-45

B y  C a p t. R . F . C u t le r

T h e  8 th  B a tta lio n , fo rm in g  th e  M a ch in e  G u n  B a t­
ta lio n  o f  th e  4 3 rd  (W essex) D iv is io n , w a s  p a r t  o f  th e  
c o m b in e d  B r i tish  a n d  C an a d ian  A rm y  G ro u p  a ssem b led  
fo r  th e  in v as io n  o f  E u ro p e . “  D  ”  D a y  o n  J u n e  6 , 1944, 
cam e  as th e  c u lm in a tio n  o f  th e  lo n g  a n d  a rd u o u s  tra in in g  
w h ic h  a ll ran k s  h a d  u n d e rg o n e  in  p re p a ra tio n  fo r  th is  
g rea t u n d e rta k in g . T h e  4 3 rd  D iv is io n  w as a T e r r i to r ia l  
D iv is io n  w i th  a  h ig h  re p u ta tio n , w h ic h  i t  m o re  th a n  
ju s tif ie d  d u r in g  th e  e n su in g  c am p a ig n . I t  w as a  “  b u i ld ­
u p  ”  d iv is io n , e a rm a rk e d  in  th e  f irs t p lace  fo r  th e  
b a ttle s  w h ic h  w e re  b o u n d  to  fo llow  a fte r  th e  b r id g e h e a d  
in  N o r m a n d y  h a d  b e e n  se cu re d  a n d  th e  G e rm a n s  h a d  
b ro u g h t  u p  th e i r  rese rv es  in  an  a tte m p t to  d r iv e  th e  
A llies b ack  in to  th e  sea. T h e  T e r r i to r ia l  t ra d itio n  o f  
th e  8 th  e n su re d  th a t  i t  alw ays fe lt “  a t  h o m e  ”  w ith  th e  
W e st  C o u n try  in fa n try  T e r r i to r ia l  b a tta lio n s  w h ic h  
c o n s ti tu te d  th e  4 3 rd  D iv is io n  a n d  w ith  w h ic h  i t  w as to  
f igh t. T h is  m a d e  fo r  c o -o p e ra tio n , a n d  w h e n  th e  w ar 
e n d e d  th e re  ex is te d  b e tw e e n  th e  “  M id d ie s  ”  a n d  th e ir  
W essex  co m ra d e s  a  v e ry  g e n u in e  re sp e c t. T h is  fee lin g  
o r ig in a te d  d u r in g  tra in in g , a n d  w as c o n so lid a te d  d u r in g  
th e  b i t te r  f ig h tin g  in  w h ic h  b o th  sh a red .

E x c e p t  fo r  th e  in itia l lan d in g s  a n d  fo r  b r ie f  p e rio d s  
o u t  o f  th e  lin e , th e  D iv is io n  fo u g h t th ro u g h  th e  w h o le  o f  
th e  cam p a ig n  a n d  to o k  p a r t  in  p rac tica lly  e v e ry  m ajo r 
b a ttle . T h e  8 th  m ad e  its  c o n tr ib u tio n  to  each  o f  th e m  ; 
a n d  its  r e c o rd  w as w e ll in  k e e p in g  w ith  th e  D ie h a rd  
t ra d itio n . I t  b e g a n  to  la n d  o n  th e  beach es  n e a r  C o u r-  
seu lle s  o n  J u n e  23 . F o u r  days la te r  i t  w e n t  in to  ac tion .

F o r  th e  n e x t m o n th  th e  B a tta lio n  w as in v o lv ed  w ith ­
o u t  a  b rea k  in  th e  f ig h tin g  im m e d ia te ly  w e s t o f  C aen . 
T h is  c e n tre d  o n  H ill  112, fo r  w h ic h  th e  G e rm a n s  fo u g h t 
w i th  th e  u tm o s t  b itte rn e ss  b e c au se  o f  its  d o m in a tin g

p o s itio n . H il l  112 a c te d  lik e  a  m a g n e t to  w h a t seemed an 
en d less  su ccessio n  o f  P a n z e r  fo rm a tio n s  th ro w n  into the 
b a ttle . A  series o f  a ttack s  c lea red  th e  approaches to it 
a c ro ss  th e  R iv e r  O d o n . T h e  b a tt le  fo r  th e  H ill itself 
w e n t o n  u n til  th e  D iv is io n  w as re liev ed  a t  th e  end of 
J u ly . B y  th is  t im e  th e  s lo p es  w e re  s h a re d  w ith  th e  enemy, 
n e ith e r  s id e  ac tu a lly  h o ld in g  th e  su m m it. T h e  Middle­
sex  m a c h in e -g u n  a n d  h eav y  m o rta r  p la to o n s w ere con­
s ta n tly  in  a c tio n , e ith e r  in  s u p p o r t  o f  o u r  o w n  attacks or 
in  h e lp in g  to  b e a t o ff  th e  h eav y  G e rm a n  counter­
a tta c k s . S u c h  c o u n te r-a tta c k s  w e re  f re q u e n t,  and were 
u su a lly  led  b y  ta n k s . I t  w as in  o n e  o f  th e m , o n  June 27— 
th e  f ir s t  d ay  th e  B a tta lio n  saw  ac tio n — th a t  the 8th 
su ffe red  its  f irs t  casua lties. N o . 8 P la toon , “ B ” 
C o m p a n y , c o m m a n d e d  b y  L t .  D e a rb u rg h ,  was attacked 
b y  th re e  T ig e r  T a n k s . A  g a llan t a tte m p t  to  reply with 
th e  P la to o n ’s P ia t  w as u n su c ce ss fu l. Eventually a 
n e ig h b o u r in g  in fa n try  s ix -p o u n d e r  p ick e d  o ff  all three.

T h is  p e rio d  p ro v e d  a  se v ere  te s t  fo r  th e  tro o p s, most 
o f  w h o m  h a d  n e v e r  b e e n  in  ac tio n  b e fo re . B ut their 
b e h a v io u r  w as ex em p la ry . I t  w as typ ified  by the 
e x am p le  o f  L t .  R o n a ld  W a itin g , a  y o u n g  officer who 
w as in  c o m m a n d  o f  o n e  o f  th e  “  D  ”  C o m p a n y ’s mortar 
p la to o n s . O n  J u ly  n  h e  w as d ire c tin g  th e  fire of his 
p la to o n  f ro m  a n  O .P . in  a fo rw a rd  p o s itio n , w h en  he saw 
a  G e rm a n  a tta c k  d e v e lo p in g , le d  as u su a l by  tanks. 
S e n d in g  b ack  h is  w ireless o p e ra to r  a n d  driver, he 
r e m a in e d  u n t i l  th e  p o s itio n  w as o v e rru n . H e  himself 
w as k illed  b u t  n o t  b e fo re  h e  h a d  b ro u g h t dow n heavy 
f ire  o n  th e  a p p ro a c h in g  enem y. I n  one  o f  his last 
m essages h e  w as ab le  to  r e p o r t  a d ire c t h i t  o n  a German 
tank .

M e n  w h o  se rv ed  in  th e  8 th  B a tta lio n  a re  n o t likely to 
fo rg e t H il l  112, w h e re  a  m em o ria l to  th e ir  D ivision now 
s ta n d s , o r  th e  days a n d  n ig h ts  th e y  sp e n t o n  its slopes. 
M a n y  o f  th e i r  n u m b e r  a re  co m m em o ra ted  by the 
m em o ria l, a n d  th e  f irs t o f  th e  m an y  d eco ra tio n s  awarded 
to  m em b e rs  o f  th e  B a tta lio n  w e re  w o n  here . In  this 
c o n n e c tio n  sp ecia l m en tio n  s h o u ld  b e  m ad e  o f Cpl. 
W illia m  H a re w e ll, o f  “  A  ”  C o m p a n y , w h o  was awarded 
th e  M ilita ry  M e d a l fo r  g re a t  b rav e ry  a n d  who was 
la te r  k illed .

A fte r  a few  d ay s’ re s t a t  th e  e n d  o f  J u ly , th e  Battalion 
w e n t in to  ac tio n  again . T h is  tim e  th ey  w ere  fu rth e r west 
in  th e  B ritish  line . F ig h tin g  n o w  b ecam e  m o re  mobile, 
th e  b re a k -o u t  f ro m  N o rm a n d y  b e in g  im m in en t. Bois 
d e  H o m m e  a n d  M o n t  P in c o n  a re  th e  m o s t  memorable 
n am es fo r  th e  8 th  d u r in g  th is  p e rio d , w h ic h  ended with 
th e  c ro ss in g  o f  th e  R iv e r  N o ire a u  o n  A u g u s t 15. On 
th is  occasio n  th e  B a tta lio n  w as in  ac tio n  as a whole. 
T h is  w as n o t  a lw ays th e  case. T h e  tasks o f  an M.G. 
B a tta lio n  a re  v a ried . T h e y  ran g e  f ro m  giv ing  covering 
fire  to  a b a tta lio n  (or less) o f  in fa n try  to  supporting a 
fu ll-sca le  a ttack  o n  a  d iv isiona l basis . T h e  f irst o f these 
a lte rn a tiv e s  can  w ell b e  w ith in  th e  m ean s o f a single 
p la to o n . O n  th e  N o ire a u  th e  w h o le  B atta lion  fired in 
s u p p o r t  o f  214  In fa n try  B rig ad e ’s a tta c k  across the 
r iv e r. T h e  e n e m y  w as m ak in g  h e re  o n e  o f  h is  last ditch 
effo rts  to  s te m  th e  A llied  o n ru sh , fo r  th e  Allies were 
a b o u t  to  d riv e  h im  o u t o f  N o rm a n d y  an d , indeed, out 
o f  th e  w h o le  o f  F ra n ce . F o r  th e  M id d lesex  it was a 
m o s t  su ccessfu l e n g ag em en t. I n  its  official history of 
t h e  c a m p a ig n , th e  7 th  B a tta lio n  T h e  S om erse t Lignt
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Infantry (one o f  th e  b a tta lio n s  tak in g  p a rt)  pays w arm  
tribute to  th e  su p p o rt  i t  w as g iven  a n d  refers to  th e  
hundreds o f  en em y  d ead  la te r  fo u n d  in  th e  M id d lesex  s 
target a reas. O ccasions su c h  as th ese  c e m e n ted  th e  
close ties b e tw e en  th e  8 th  a n d  th e  o th e r  b a tta lio n s  in  th e  
Division.

M eanw hile th e  4 3 rd  D iv is io n  h a d  p a sse d  in to  30 
Corps, a n d  so u n d e r  th e  c o m m a n d  o f  L t .-G e n .  S ir  B rian  
Horrocks. I t  w as a so u rce  o f  co n s id e rab le  p r id e  to  the  
Battalion th a t  i t  w as u n d e r  th e  c o m m a n d  o f  th is  d is­
tinguished m em b e r  o f  th e  R e g im e n t fo r  th e  r e s t  o f  th e  
campaign, a n d  th a t  i t  to o k  p a r t  in  th e  series o f  decisive 
battles w ith  w h ic h  th e  n a m e  o f  th is  c e le b ra te d  C o rp s  is
associated.

Events n o w  m o v ed  m u c h  m o re  qu ick ly . I n  rap id  
succession th e  B a tta lio n  to o k  p a r t  in  tw o  o f  th e  m o st 
famous b a ttles  o f  th e  cam p aig n — th e  c ro ssin g  o f  th e  
Seine a t V e rn o n , a n d  A rn h e m . T h e  f irs t is o u ts ta n d in g  
because i t  w as a t  th e  p re t ty  r iv e rsid e  to w n  o f  V e rn o n  th a t  
fhe crossing  w as secu red  w h ic h  e n a b le d  th e  B ritish  
arm oured d iv isions to  m ak e  th e ir  h isto ric  d a sh  to

B russels a n d  A n tw e rp , th e re b y  lib e ra tin g  th e  w ho le  o f 
B elg ium . T h e  G e rm a n s , fo llow ing th e  A llied  b rea k -o u t 
f ro m  N o rm an d y , w ere  hastily  try in g  to  ex tr ica te  as 
m an y  o f  th e ir  fo rces as th e y  c o u ld  f ro m  th e  d isas te r  
w h ich  h a d  o v e rtak en  th em . ■ A ll th e  b rid g es  across th e  
S eine h a d , o f  co u rse , b een  d es tro y ed , a n d  a  s tiff  rea r­
g u a rd  ac tio n  w as fo u g h t to  p re v e n t  a crossing . U n d e r  
cover o f  dark n ess  th e  in fan try ' c ro ssed  th e  r iv e r  in  
a ssau lt b o a ts . M id d lesex  m ac h in e -g u n s  a n d  m o rta rs ,  
o nce  th e  e lem en t o f  su rp r ise  w as o v e r, assis ted  th e m  
w ith  su p p o rtin g  fire. T h e  m ac h in e -g u n n e rs  h a d  tak e n  
u p  th e ir  p ositions  in  hou ses  o n  th e  r iv e r-b a n k , a n d  th ey  
a n d  th e  m o rta r  p lato o n s gave v e ry  v a lu ab le  a ssis tan ce  
ag a in st th e  co n sid erab le  en em y  fo rces o n  th e  o th e r  side . 
T h e  G e rm a n  an sw erin g  fire  was v e ry  h eav y , a n d  am o n g  
th e  casualties w as S g t. A llen , th e  M ed ica l S e rg ea n t, w ho  
was am o n g  th o se  k illed  w h e n  th e  R .A .P . w as h it.  L a te r  
th e  p la to o n s c ro ssed  th e  r iv e r to  assis t in  c learin g  th e  
w ay  fo r  th e  a rm o u r  to  go* th ro u g h . As i t  d id  so , th e  
b a ttle  reced ed , a n d  th e  B a tta lio n  en jo y ed  its  f irst long  
re s t s ince it h a d  landed .



T h e  f irs t p a r t  o f  th e  ca m p a ig n  w as n o w  o v er. T h e  
8 th  h a d  ta k e n  p a r t  in  som e o f  th e  s tiffes t, th o u g h  n o t  
a lw ays th e  m o s t  sp ec tacu la r , f ig h tin g . C asu a lties  h a d  
b e e n  h eav y , a n d  m an y  v a lu e d  m e m b e rs  o f  th e  B a tta lio n  
h a d  b e e n  k illed  o r  w o u n d e d . T h e re  w e re  m a n y  n e w  
faces , b u t  so m e  fam ilia r  o n es  h a d  re tu rn e d .  I t  w as n o w  
a  b a tt le - tra in e d  B a tta lio n , p ro v in g  th a t  th e  lo n g  y ea rs  o f  
tra in in g  in  E n g la n d  h a d  b e e n  o n  th e  r ig h t  lines.

I n  th e  n e x t  b a tt le — A rn h e m — it p lay e d  a v e ry  d iffe re n t 
p a r t .  T h e  n a m e  o f  A rn h e m  is , a n d  alw ays w ill b e , 
a sso c ia ted  w ith  th e  i s t  B r itish  A irb o rn e  D iv isio n . N o  
o th e r  fo rm a tio n  c a n  lay  c la im  to  th e  g lo ry  th e y  w o n  th e re . 
B u t th e  G u a rd s  A rm o u re d  D iv is io n  a n d  43 r d  D iv is io n  
b o th  sh a re d  in  th a t  ep ic  s to ry . I n  t h a t  o rd e r  th e y  d a sh ed  
n o r th w a rd s  f ro m  th e  B e lg ia n -D u tc h  b o rd e r  a lo n g  a 
s ing le  ro ad , w h ic h  th e  G e rm a n s  o f te n  c u t  b e h in d  th e m , 
in  a n  e ffo rt to  lin k  u p  w ith  th e  A irb o rn e  a n d  se cu re  th e  
v ita l R h in e  b r id g e . I t  is  a c o u n try  o f  dykes a n d  w id e  
s tre a m s. A  su ccessio n  o f  b r id g e s  h a d  to  b e  c a p tu re d  o r  
B ailey  b r id g e s  b u ilt .  T h e  la s t c ro ss in g  b e fo re  A rn h e m  
w as a t  N ijm e g e n . H e re , a fte r  b i tte r  f ig h tin g  a n d  g rea t 
h e ro ism , th e  G u a rd s  c a p tu re d  b o th  b r id g e s  in ta c t.  T h e  
e ig h t  m ile s  o f  c o u n try  b e tw e e n  th e  tw o  a rm s  o f  th e  
R h in e  a t  N ijm e g e n  a n d  A rn h e m  w e re  q u ite  u n su ita b le  
fo r  ta n k s , a n d  t h e  4 3 rd  D iv is io n  th e re fo re  p a s se d  th ro u g h  
th e  G u a rd s  in  a fina l e ffo rt to  re a c h  th e  h a rd -p re ss e d  
A irb o rn e . B y  th is  t im e , h o w ev er, th e  p ro b le m  w as to  
re liev e  th e  A irb o rn e  ra th e r  th a n  to  secu re  th e  A rn h e m  
ob jec tive .

T h e  8 th  to o k  p a r t  h e re  in  f ig h tin g  as f ie rce  as an y  th e y  
h a d  k n o w n , e v e n  o n  H il l  112. I t  w as n o t  o n ly  th a t  th e  
A irb o rn e  h a d  to  b e  rea c h e d , b u t  th a t  th e  d e te rm in e d  
e ffo rts  m ad e  b y  th e  G e rm a n s  to  r e c a p tu re  N ijm e g e n  
h a d  a lso  to  b e  rep e lle d . T h e  lo n g  s u p p ly  lin e  b e h in d , 
a lo n g  th e  s in g le  ro a d , w as p re c a r io u s , a n d  a m m u n itio n  
w as g e ttin g  sh o rt. B u t th e  s o u th  b a n k  o f  th e  A rn h e m  
b ra n c h  o f  th e  R h in e  w as e v e n tu a lly  rea c h e d . O n  th e  
n ig h t  o f  S e p te m b e r  2 5 /2 6 , u n d e r  co v er o f  a  sc re e n  o f  
4 3 rd  D iv is io n  in fa n try  p u t  across th e  r iv e r ,  2 ,8 0 0  o f  th e  
A irb o rn e  w e re  b ro u g h t  b ack . T h e  B a tta lio n ’s m ac h in e -  
g u n s  a n d  m o rta rs  c o n tin u e d  to  f ire  th ro u g h o u t  th e  
n ig h t. O n e  C o m p a n y  d a sh e d  b ack w ard s  a n d  fo rw a rd s  
a lo n g  th e  b a n k  in  th e i r  c a rr ie rs , f ir in g  f ro m  d iffe re n t 
p o s itio n s  across th e  r iv e r. T h is  h e lp e d  to  c o n fu se  th e  
en em y .

T h e  B a tta lio n  r e m a in e d  o n  th e  “  I s la n d  ” — as th e  
a re a  b e tw e en  th e  tw o  s tre a m s w as ca lled— fo r  a n o th e r  
t e n  d ay s. B y  th e  e n d  o f  i t  th e  e n e m y  a ttack s  h a d  b een  
b ro k e n , a n d  th e  G e rm a n s  h a d  g iv en  u p  th e i r  d esp e ra te  
a tte m p ts  to  d r iv e  th e  B r i tish  b ack  b e y o n d  N ijm e g e n . 
T h e  “ I s l a n d ”  h a d  n o w  jo in e d  H il l  112 in  th e  8 th ’s 
m em o ry  as th e  scen e  o f  th e  fie rcest f ig h tin g . I n  p a r ­
t ic u la r ,  m e n  se rv in g  in  “  A  ”  C o m p a n y ’s m a c h in e -g u n  
p la to o n s  a n d  “  D  ”  C o m p a n y ’s m o r ta r  p la to o n s  o n  th e  
r ig h t  flank  w ill a lw ays re m e m b e r  th e  seem in g ly  in ce s ­
sa n t  e n e m y  sh e llin g  a n d  m o rta r in g  a n d  th e  c o n s ta n t  
c o u n te r-a tta c k s  w h ic h  th e y  h e lp e d  to  r e p e l  f ro m  th e  
v e ry  ex p o sed  p o s itio n s . I t  is  o n e  o f  th e  fo r tu n e s  (o r  
m is fo rtu n e s)  o f  a n  M .G . B a tta lio n  t h a t  i ts  p la to o n s  
a lw ays seem  to  b e  full*/ d ep lo y ed . T h e r e  w as th u s  lit tle  
o p p o r tu n i ty  o f  o n e  p la to o n  re liev in g  a n o th e r .  I t  w as a 
case  o f  s tic k in g  i t  o u t ,  a n d  th is  w as d o n e .

F ro m  m id -O c to b e r ,  1944, to  ea rly  F e b ru a ry ,  1945,

th e  B a tta lio n ’s h is to ry  w as p e rh a p s  less adventurous. 
B u t  i t  w as n o t  less a rd u o u s . T h e  w in te r  w as severe and 
life  w as h a rd  in d ee d . A  lo n g  p e rio d  w as first spent in 
th e  lin e  so u th -e a s t  o f  N ijm e g e n , a n d  th e n ,  for most of 
D e c e m b e r  a n d  Ja n u a ry , th e  B a tta lio n  fo u n d  itself on 
th e  e x tre m e  r ig h t  o f  th e  B ritish  lin e  o n  th e  Dutch- 
G e rm a n  f ro n tie r . A  s h o r t  re s t ,  w h ic h  in c lu d e d  Christ­
m as  in  B e lg iu m , se p a ra te d  tw o  offensives in  th is  southern 
secto r. T h e  f irs t o f  th e se , d ire c te d  ag a in s t Geilenkirchen 
a n d  its  n e ig h b o u r in g  v illag es , w as a n  e v en tfu l one for 
th e  8 th . S u p p o r tin g  f ire  f ro m  m o rta rs  a n d  machine- 
g u n s , a ss is te d  b y  o th e r  w eap o n s, to o k  o n  a new  form 
w h e n  th e  B a tta lio n  in v e n te d  a n d  f ired  th e  f irs t “  Pepper­
p o t .”  C h o se n  ta rg e ts  w e re  s u b je c ted  to  a  veritab le hail 
o f  b o m b s  a n d  b u lle ts  in  acco rd an ce  w ith  a carefully 
w o rk e d -o u t  p ro g ra m m e . O u r  a ttack in g  in fan try  were 
th u s  sa fe g u a rd ed  f ro m  in te rfe ren c e  f ro m  th e  enemy, in 
th e  a reas so  f ired  o n , a t  th e  c ru c ia l m o m en ts  o f their 
a ttack . T h is  fo rm  o f  c o n c e n tra te d  s u p p o rtin g  fire was 
fu lly  d ev e lo p e d  a n d  e v e n tu a lly  a d o p te d  th ro u g h o u t the 
2 n d  A rm y .

D u r in g  th is  sam e offensive, th e  8 th  becam e the first 
M id d le se x  b a tta lio n  to  f ig h t o n  G e rm a n  soil. They 
c o u ld  h av e  w ish e d  th a t  i t  h a d  b e e n  a  lit tle  less muddy. 
T h is  ea rly  p a r t  o f  th e  w in te r  w as rem ark ab le  for its 
w e tn e ss . W e a p o n -p its  f re q u e n tly  f illed  u p  w ith  water as 
soon  as th e y  w e re  d u g . T h e  m u d  w as so  heavy  th a t some 
o f  th e  m o re  fo rw a rd  tro o p s  c o u ld  h a rd ly  b e  reached. 
T h e  sp ecia lly  lig h t  c a rr ie r , k n o w n  as th e  W easel, was 
th e  o n ly  m ea n s  o f  g e ttin g  su p p lie s  to  th em . T h e  route 
to  o n e  su c h  p o s itio n  w as u n d e r  c o n s ta n t  enem y fire, and 
L /C p l .  B aco n , o f  “  H .Q .”  C o m p a n y , w as aw arded the 
M ilita ry  M e d a l fo r  th e  co u rag e  w ith  w h ic h  he plied 
h is  c a rr ie r  b ack w ard s  a n d  fo rw a rd s  a lo n g  th is  route, 
c o n te m p tu o u s  o f  a ll d a n g e r.

A n o th e r  n a m e  to  b e  m e n tio n e d  h e re  is th a t  o f Lt. 
E r ic  T a y lo r.  O rig in a lly  M .T .O . ,  h e  h a d  tak en  over at 
h is  o w n  r e q u e s t  a n  M .G . p la to o n  in  N o rm a n d y , although 
n o t  p rev io u s ly  a m ac h in e -g u n n e r .  F ro m  th en  on he 
le d  h is  p la to o n  w ith  e x cep tio n al sk ill a n d  courage, 
p a rtic u la rly  o n  th e  “  I s la n d  ”  a t  th e  tim e  o f  Arnhem. 
H e  w as k illed  n e a r  G e ile n k irc h e n  o n  N o v e m b e r 24 by 
e n e m y  fire  a n d  w as o n e  o f  m a n y  lo s t d u rin g  these 
th re e  m o n th s  w h o m  th e i r  c o m rad es  w ill alw ays mourn.

T h e  se co n d  offensive in  th is  a re a  to o k  place after 
C h ris tm a s  in  th e  m o s t  in te n se  co ld . T h e  cam paign was 
n o w  a p p ro a c h in g  i ts  c lim ax , a n d  th e  B attalion  next 
m o v ed  n o r th  b ack  to  th e  N ijm e g e n  a rea  to  take part in 
th e  R e ich sw a ld  b a tt le  fo r  C leves a n d  G o c h  an d  the west 
b a n k  o f  th e  R h in e . H e re  th e  8 th  jo in ed  fo rces w ith  1 /7^ 
B a tta lio n  in  a  “  P e p p e rp o t  ”  in  s u p p o r t  o f  th e  opening 
a tta c k  o n  F e b ru a ry  8. T h e  b a tt le  w e n t o n  fo r a month 
u n t i l  th e  G e rm a n s  h a d  b e e n  d r iv e n  across th e  Rhine, 
w ith  C lev es  F o re s t ,  G o c h  a n d  X a n te n  as th e  principal 
n a m e s  in  th e  B a tta lio n ’s reco rd .

A  fo r tn ig h t  la te r  th e  8 th  jo in e d  fo rces  w ith  the 2nd 
B a tta lio n  fo r  a n  ev en  g re a te r  o ccasion— n o n e  o ther than 
th e  c ro ss in g  o f  th e  R h in e  itse lf . T h e  f irst infantry 
c ro sse d  th e  r iv e r  in  th e i r  a ssa u lt  b o a ts  o n  th e  night ot 
M a rc h  23 , a n d  th e  tw o  b a tta lio n s , sh a rin g  the  same 
c o m m a n d  p o s t,  to o k  p a r t  in  th e  te r r if ic  fire  programme 
in  th e i r  s u p p o r t  f ro m  p re p a re d  p o s itio n s  o n  the  river 
b a n k . I t  w as a n  im p re ss iv e  m o m e n t w h en  all the
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weapons,- m assed  in  a sm all a rea , o p e n e d  fire. T h e  
enemy’s sh e llin g  in  rep ly  w as heavy , a n d  m o re  th a n  
annoying, b u t  in  co m p a riso n  i t  w as insign ifican t.

Very so o n  th e  8 th  i ts e lf  w as across th e  riv e r, tak ing  
part in  th e  series o f  a ttack s  w h ic h  sw iftly  b e a t back  th e  
broken G e rm a n  a rm ies . T h e re  fo llow ed  a  p e rio d  o f  
rapid m o v em e n t, w ith  th e  B a tta lio n  s p r t  a d  o u t  as i t  h a d  
never b een  b e fo re  a n d  its  p la to o n s  alw ays in  ac tio n  o n  
some p a r t  o r  o th e r  o f  th e  h u g e , b ro k en  fro n t. T h e  
Germans o p p o site  w ere  p a ra c h u te  tro o p s , still f igh ting  
hard. E v e n  a t  th is  la te  s tag e  casualties w ere n o t lig h t. 
But it w as v e ry  n e a r  th e  e n d  a n d  b y  th e  en d  o f  A pril 
Bremen h a d  b e e n  rea c h e d  a n d  cap tu re d . A fte r  tak ing  
part in  th is  b a ttle  th e  8 th  m o v ed  n o rth w ard s . I t  was 
engaged o n  th e  d riv e  o n  B rem erh av en  w h e n  su rre n d e r  
came o n  M a y  5.

I t  was a  m o m e n t o f  t r iu m p h a n t re jo icing  fo r  th e  
whole B atta lio n . Y e t i t  w as im p o ssib le  n o t  to  th in k  o f  
the 61 officers a n d  o th e r  ran k s  w h o  h a d  b een  k illed  o r  o f  
the m any am o n g  th e  235 w o u n d e d  in  th e  B atta lion  w hose 
injuries w o u ld  alw ays b e a r  w itn ess  to  th e  ex te n t o f  th e ir  
brave share  in  v ic to ry . A ll m em b ers  o f  th e  8 th  B atta lion  
had p layed  th e ir  p a r t  in  m a in ta in in g  th e  R e g im e n t’s 
reputation fo r  c o n d u c t in  w a r ; b u t  i t  is to  th ese  th a t  the  
chief h o n o u r  m u s t  b e  given.

M en o f  a ll ran k s  h a d  d istin g u ish e d  them selves for 
outstanding b rav e ry , fo r  d ev o tio n  to  d u ty , o r  fo r  selfless 
and unrem itt i n g  p a rtic ip a tio n  in  th e  w o rk  o f  th e  B at­
talion as a w hole . O n e  officer o f  th e  B atta lio n  was 
awarded th e  D .S .O .,  e ig h t th e  M .C .,  a n d  one  th e  C roix  
de G uerre  ; o n e  W a rra n t  O fficer w as aw ard ed  th e  C roix  
de G u erre  a n d  sev en  N .C .O .s  a n d  m en  w o n  th e  M .M . 
Eighteen m em b e rs  o f  th e  B a tta lio n  w ere m en tio n ed  in  
despatches, w h ile  tw e n ty  o th e rs  rece iv ed  aw ards w h ich , 
though less s tr ik in g  in  th em se lv es , w ere  h o n o u rab ly  
earned a n d  eq u a lly  deserved .

9TH M ID D L E S E X  (595 L .A .A . R E G I M E N T ,  R .A .)
T he K in g sb u ry  L .A .A . R e g im e n t a re  a v e ry  h ap p y  

and p ro u d  R e g im e n t. O v er 85 p e r  cen t, o f  th e ir  n u m b er  
attended ra m p  d u r in g  th e  seco n d  a n d  th ird  w eeks o f  
September fo r  th e  fu ll  15 days a n d  th e  rem a in in g  15 p e r 
cent, re tu rn e d , fu ll  o f  reg re ts , a f te r  th e  f irs t e ig h t days.

W ithout a d o u b t  th e  f irs t a n n u a l cam p  o f  595 L .A .A . 
Regiment, R .A . (M id d lesex ) T .A .,  w as v o ted  very  
successful, a n d  ev ery o n e  has m an y  p leasan t m em o rie s  to  
recall d u r in g  th e  co m in g  m o n th s . T h e  reaso n  fo r  th is  
fine cam p w as th e  g ra n d  sp ir it  sh o w n  b y  every  m em b e r 
everyw here; o n  th e  fir in g  p o in t,  w h ere  a  p lan e  som e­
times failed  to  a p p e a r  o n  t i m e ; th e  sp o rts  field  w h ich  
was a little  sh o rt  o f  g rass ; th e  m esses o r  th e  can teen  
where c igare ttes w ere  as d ifficu lt to  b u y  as in  Civvy 
S treet; th e  l ib e r ty  tru c k  w h e n  g u n n e rs  w ere kep t 
waiting fo r a few  m o m e n ts  b y  th o se  o f  h ig h er ran k — one 
always h e a rd  th e  sam e g o o d  o ld  c rack  com ing  o u t. I t  
seemed b u t  y e s te rd ay  th a t  m an y  p ack ed  th e ir  k its  to  go 
back to  C iv v y  S tre e t  a n d  re jo in  th e  n ew  T e rri to r ia l  
Army.

Yes, th e  T e r r ie rs  b ack  in  cam p  w ere  th e  sam e boys 
of 39-’45 , w ith  th e  sp ir it  o f  th e  o ld  T e r r ie rs ,  read y  to  
work h a rd  a n d  p lay  h a rd .

T h e  g u n n e ry  team s w e re  a b ly  k n o ck ed  in to  sh ap e  b y  
th e  R e g im e n ta l g u n n e ry  in s tru c to rs ,  C a p t. A llan  
B u c k la n d -N ic k s  a n d  C a p t. H u g h  P ric e , th e  fo rm e r  b e in g  
a n  o ld  9 th  officer a n a  b o th  o f  w h o m  w ere  g u n n e ry  
in s tru c to rs  d u r in g  th e  w ar. T h e  g u n n e rs ’ g re a t  m o m e n t 
c am e  w h e n  th e y  kn o ck ed  th e ir  f irs t  sleeve a n d  also  an  
O .Q . 3 o u t  o f  th e  sky  early  in  th e i r  ack  ack  sho o tin g . 
T h e s e  tro p h ie s  h av e  b e e n  du ly  b ro u g h t b ack  to  a las t 
re s t in g  p lace  in  resp ec tiv e  m esses a t  th e ir  to w n  H .Q .,  
w h e re  th e y  re s t ,  su ita b ly  au to g ra p h e d  a n d  in sc r ib e d  to  
rec o rd  th e  successfu l sh o o tin g  o f  th e  f irs t  a n n u a l 
cam p.

A ll th e  e x c ite m e n t w as n o t  con fin ed  to  th e  g u n n e ry —  
10 k een  T e r r ie rs  w ere  e n lig h ten e d  as to  th e  m y ste rie s  o f  
th e  I .C . en g in e  b y  B .S .M . C o p c u tt  a n d  S g t. D av ies, a n  
o ld  9 th  B a tta lio n  se rg ean t, n o w  b ack  ag a in  fo r  a n o th e r  
“  d o .”  C o l. B each  p a id  a s u rp r ise  v is it  to  th is  class 
o n e  a fte rn o o n  w h ile  th e y  w ere  h av in g  a  lec tu re  o n  
traffic  a cc id en t re p o r ts ,  a n d  m ad e  a rem a rk  th a t  he  
w ish e d  th e  p u b lic  c o u ld  b e  as w ell in s tru c te d  as th e  
T e rri to r ia ls  in  th is  p ro ce d u re .

T h e  h ig h lig h ts  fo r  th ese  lads cam e o n  th e  tw e lfth  
d ay  w h e n  th e y  w e n t o u t w ith  t ra c to rs  a n d  m o to r  cycles 
fo r  c ro ss -c o u n try  d riv in g  a n d  h ill c lim b in g . A ll p a sse d  
th e  te s t  w ith  fly ing  co lo u rs , in c lu d in g  th e  C o m m a n d in g  
O fficer, L t .-C o l.  W . W . G ra y , M .B .E .,  T .D . ,  w ho  
d a re d  th e  h a z a rd  o f  th e  h ill c lim b  o n  th e  m o to r-cy c le , 
m u c h  to  th e  e n jo y m en t o f  th e  M .T . C lass, w h o  la id  o dds 
as to  w h e th e r  h e  w o u ld  fa ll o ff  co m in g  u p . ( I  am  ab le  to  
s ta te  o n  g o o d  a u th o r i ty  h e  w o u ld  h ave  b e e n  q u ite  
w illin g  to  tak e  o dds h im se lf  th a t  h e  w o u ld  com e off).

C am p s  a re  n ev e r co m p le te  w ith o u t  th e  v isits  o f  som e 
G en era ls , a n d  S tiffkey  C a m p , b e in g  a cam p  fo r  T e r r i ­
to ria ls , i t  n a tu ra lly  h a d  to  b e  w ell looked  a fte r , a n d  th o se  
w h o  in sp ec ted  th e  R e g im e n t d u r in g  tra in in g  in c lu d e d  
th e  G .O .C .- in -C .,  A .A . C o m m a n d , L t .-G e n . S ir  G . 
Iv o r  T h o m a s , K .B .E .,  C .B ., D .S .O .,  M .C .,  th e
D .G .M .T . ,  W a r  Office, M a j.-G e n . C . B. C allen d er,
D .S .O .,  M .C .,  a n d  B rig . C . G . B icknell, C .B .E ., M .C ., 
C o m m a n d  82, A .A . B rigade , R .A . (T .A .) .

T h e  seco n d  w eek  in  cam p  w e h a d  a v e ry  w elcom e 
v isito r  in  th e  H o n o ra ry  C o lone l, C o l. G . B each , C .B ., 
O .B .E ., T .D . ,  D .L . ,  J .P .,  n ow  reco v e red  f ro m  his long  
illness. H e  s tay ed  a t  B ran caste r  a n d  cam e o v er several 
tim es. H e  also  b ro u g h t w ith  h im  o n  o n e  occasion  
C ol. B. L . S u tcliffe  a n d  M a jo r  H . K . H a rd c a sd e , b o th  
o f  w h o m  have lo n g  associations w ith  th e  9 th  B a tta lio n  
T h e  M id d lesex  R e g im en t, T .A .

R eg im en ta l sp o rts  day  o n  th e  f irs t W ed n esd a y  sh ow ed  
th a t  tw o  years w ith  th e  C an ad ian  A rm y  h a d  in g ra in ed  
baseba ll in to  o u r  sy stem , a n d  som e lu s ty  h itt in g  b y  th e  
Officers a n d  S ergean ts ov erw h elm ed  th e  o th e r  ranks. 
(W ell, le t’s n o t m en tio n  th e  score).

M o s t  even ings o f  th e  w eek h ap p y  loads o f  c h ap s  w e n t 
off e ith e r  to  exp lo re  o r  ren e w  th e  frie n d sh ip s  o f  w a r days 
in  th e  E a s t C oast to w n s o f  C ro m er , S h e r in g h a m , 
Y a rm o u th  a n d  H u n s ta n to n , th e  h u n tin g  a rea  o f  th e  
R eg im en t u n d e r  its  fo rm e r tit le  o f  126 L .A .A . R e g im en t, 
R .A . (T .A .)  (M id d lesex ), a n d  as th e  seco n d  w eek  d rew  
to  a  close th e  u su a l farew ell p a rties  th a t  h a d  b e e n  talked  
a b o u t fo r  days b efo re  to o k  p lace . O .R .s  h a d  farew ells  
w ith  th e  frien d s  in  W e y b o u m e , officers m e t th e  sergean ts  
in  S h e rin g h am , officers’ a n d  se rg e a n ts ’ m esses h a d  th e
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u su a l p a rtie s , a n d  th e n  S a tu rd a y  m o rn in g  th e  t ra in  
p a r ty ,  ro a d  p a rty  a n d  re a r  p a r ty , a ll tre k k in g  h o m e  to  
c ivvy  jo b s  o n  S u n d a y  o r  M o n d a y , a n d  w e k n e w  th a t  all 
o v e r th e  c o u n try  th e re  w e re  h u n d re d s  m o re  like  u s , 
b ack  to  b e  one o f  th e  b oys w h o  c o n tin u e  to  g ive  sp a re  
tim e  fo r  B rita in .

T h e  la s t ech o  o f  th e  la s t m a n  leav in g  K in g s b u ry  T .A . 
H .Q .,  “  S ee  y o u  o n  tra in in g , W e d n e sd a y , a t  7 .30  p .m .”

T h is  R e g im e n t w a n ts  s till  m o re  c h ap s w ith  L .A .A . 
ex p e rien ce  w h o  w ill g ive  so m e  o f  th e i r  sp a re  tim e  fo r  
B rita in , a n d  w h o se  w ives a n d  g irl  fr ie n d s  w ill co m e a n d  
jo in  u s  a t  socials a n d  d an ces  o n  F r id a y  a n d  S a tu rd a y  
evenings.

S u n d a y ,  O c t o b e r  3, 1948
O n  S u n d a y , O c to b e r  3 ,1 9 4 8 , th e  B a n d  o f  461 (M id d le ­

sex) A .A . R e g im e n t,  A rm y  C a d e t  F o rc e , so u n d e d  th e  
G e n e ra l  S a lu te  a n d  a fte r  th e  s in g in g  o f  th e  N a tio n a l 
A n th e m , th e  U n d e r -S e c re ta ry  o f  S ta te  fo r  W a r , M r. 
M ic h a e l S te w a rt, acco m p a n ie d  b y  M rs . S te w a rt,  offi­
c ia lly  o p e n e d  a  m o to r  cyc le  g y m k h an a  o rg an ise d  b y  
595 L .A .A . R e g im e n t, R .A . (M id d lese x ) T .A .,  co m ­
m a n d e d  b y  L t .-C o l.  H .  W . W . G ra y , M .B .E .,  T .D . ,  
a ss is ted  b y  th e  T e r r i to r ia l  A rm y  M o to r  C y c lin g  C lu b  
(L o n d o n ).

M r. S te w a rt gave a  b r ie f  h is to ry  o f  th e  M id d le sex  
R e g im e n t, 595 b e in g  th e  o ld  9 th  B a tta lio n , a n d  ask ed  fo r 
e x p e rt  m o to r  cy c lis t a n d  tra d e s m e n  re c ru its  f ro m  th e  
4 ,0 0 0 -5 ,0 0 0  fa ir ly  local sp e c ta to rs  w h o  lin e d  th e  a rena .

T h e  official o p e n in g  w as p re c e d e d  b y  a fan c y  d ress  
p a ra d e  o n  th e  p a ra d e  g ro u n d  a t  th e  T .A . H .Q .,  an d  
th e n  a  p ro ce ss io n  o f  th e  ca rn iv a l r id e rs— tw o  L .A .A . 
e q u ip m e n ts  a n d  R .E .M .E .  w o rk sh o p s  e q u ip m e n t led  
b y  th e  D ru m m e rs  o f  461 (M id d lesex ) A .A . R e g im e n t 
C ad ets.

T h e  C a d e ts  h a d  p rev io u s ly  p lay e d  a n d  c o u n te r ­
m a rc h e d  fo r  tw e n ty  m in u te s  in  th e  fo re c o u r t,  a n d  
a ttra c te d  q u ite  a la rg e  crow d.

E n trie s  fo r  th e  g y m k h an a  cam e  f ro m  th e  R e g im e n t a n d  
th e  S u rre y -S u sse x  M o to r  C ycle  C o m b in e , a n d  a v a rie d  
p ro g ra m m e  o f  e v e n ts  p ro v id e d  th e  larg e  c ro w d  w ith  
th ri lls  a n d  lau g h s . T h e  c o m p e tito rs  in  th e  f irs t h e a t o f  a n  
h ila rio u s  o b stac le  race  s ta r te d  th e  p ro g ra m m e  off, as, 
b ed eck ed  in  fan c y  d ress , th e y  e n c o u n te re d  a n d  o vercam e 
ob stac les  w h ic h  h a d  a fa ir ly  s tro n g  re se m b la n c e  to  w h a t 
w as k n o w n  d u r in g  tra in in g  days as “  a ssa u lt  courses. 
T h e  T e r r ie rs  h a d  m an y  successes in c lu d in g  f irs t place 
a n d  seco n d  p lace  in  m u sica l ch a irs , f irs t  p lace  in  te n t  
p eg g in g  a n d  f irs t  p lace  in  th e  o b stac le  race , o n ly  to  b e  
d isq u a lified  b ecau se  W .O . I I  C o p c u tt  fa iled  to  re ta in  
o n  h is  h e a d  a size tw o  in  b o n n e ts .

T h e  b ig g est th r i ll  cam e w h e n  R . D a n c e r ,  o f  th e  T .A . 
M o to r  C y c lin g  C lu b , ju m p e d  h is  350 c .c . T r iu m p h  
th ro u g h  a w all o f  flam e.

A  m o to r  cycle  ex h ib it  e re c te d  in  a m a rq u e e , co n s is tin g  
o f  sectio n alised  en g in es  a n d  p a r ts  f ro m  th e  R e g im e n t s 
M .T .  T ra in in g  S ch o o l, a n d  in  w h ic h  th e  c e n tre -p iece  
w as th re e  M a tc h less  m ac h in e s , d rew  th e  sp ec ta to rs  in  
b e tw e en  ev en ts , a n d  a s te a d y  s tre a m  o f  e n q u ir ie s  re g a rd ­
in g  T e r r i to r ia l  service.

T h e  g u n n e rs  c o u ld  n o t le t  th e  m o to r  cycles h ave  all 
th e  lim e lig h t, a n d  d u r in g  th e  a fte rn o o n  a  g u n  d e ta c h ­
m e n t u n d e r  S g t. O ’K eefe , gave a c o n v in c in g  d e m o n s tra ­

ra ra d

t io n  o f  B o fo rs  g u n  d rill  w ith  a b ro ad c a s t commentary 
b y  C a p t.  H ill.

“  C  ”  B a tte ry  C a d e ts  ( th e  L itt le  G u n n e rs ) ,  who are 
alw ays rea d y  to  a ssis t th e  B ig  G u n n e rs ,  used  their 
w a lk ie -ta lk ie  se ts  w ith  g rea t success b y  assisting in 
p ass in g  official m essages  a n d  re su lts  f ro m  all comers of 
th e  a rena .

N o . 6  A .A . W o rk sh o p  B a tta lio n , R .E .M .E .,  who had 
a v e ry  g o o d  sh o w  o f  w o rk sh o p  lo rrie s  o n  view, also 
lo o k ed  a fte r  a  s id esh o w , th e  b u l le t-p ro o f  M ercedes Benz 
ca r, o n ce  th e  p ro p e r ty  o f  th e  la te  u n lam e n te d  Reich- 
m arsh a l G o e r in g , a n d  c o llec ted  a p p ro x im ate ly  £17 for 
V ic to ry  C lu b  fu n d s  b y  ch a rg in g  6d . to  view .

T h e  w h o le  a fte rn o o n  w as th e  h ig h lig h t o f  Kingsbury 
T e r r ie r s ’ effo rts  d u r in g  th e  la s t 18 m o n th s , and was a 
g re a t  success.

S a t u r d a y ,  O c t o b e r  9 , 1948
A n  im p re ss iv e  b a n d  p e rfo rm a n c e  w as g iven  first at 

th e  Q u e e n s b u ry  R o u n d a b o u t a n d  la te r  a t T .A . H.Q., 
595 L .A .A . R e g im e n t,  R .A . (M id d lesex ) T .A ., Drill 
H a ll, H o n e y p o t L a n e , K in g s b u ry , N .W .9 , by the 
R e g im e n ta l B a n d , 1st B a tta lio n  T h e  M idd lesex  Regi­
m e n t (D .C .O .) .

D u r in g  th e  p lay in g  tw o  L .A .A . g u n s  o f  595 L.A.A. 
R e g im e n t, R .A . (M id d lesex ) T .A .,  a rr iv ed  and went 
in to  ac tio n  o n  th e  tw o  flanks o f  th e  B a n d  a n d  gave a very 
goo d  d e m o n s tra tio n  o f  B ofors d rill.

A n  im p ress iv e  e x h ib it  a t  th is  p e rfo rm a n c e  mounted 
o n  a th re e - to n  lo rry  w as th e  O .Q . 3 w ireless controlled 
ta rg e t  fo r  L .A .A . g u n n e rs , as u s e d  a t  a ll p rac tice  camps, 
a n d  w h ic h  th e  595 L .A .A . R e g im e n t kn o ck ed  out of the 
sky  w ith  tw o  sho ts.

T h o s e  w h o  h ave  in sp e c ted  th e  T .A . exhibit at 
M essrs . B u rb o n s , L td .,  in  K in g s b u ry  R o ad , will have 
se en  th e  fra g m en ts  o f  th e  O .Q . 3 a n d  th e  e m p ty  cartndge 
cases Xnow h ig h ly  p o lish ed ) f ro m  th e  pro jectile which 
h i t  th e  O .Q . 3 o u t  o f  th e  sky. T h e  w in d o w  display has 
b e e n  q u ite  a n  a ttra c t io n  d u r in g  th e  las t week, and the 
p h o to s  o f  595 in  c am p  ce rta in ly  lo o k  as if  things were 
g o in g  w ell. .

R e c ru itin g  fo r  th e  local u n i t  is  s tead ily  improving. 
M o re  e x p e rien ced  L .A .A . g u n n e rs  a n d  tradesm en are 
still w an ted .

2  1 0 T H  B A T T A L IO N  B R A N C H  M I D D L E S E X  

R E G I M E N T  O .C .A .

S e r v ic e  o f  R e m e m b r a n c e

O n  S u n d a y , N o v e m b e r  7 , 1948, th e  o ld  comrades of 
th e  ab o v e  b ra n c h  m u s te re d  a t  C h isw ick  P arish  Chuf 
fo r  th e i r  a n n u a l Serv ice  o f  R e m e m b ra n ce . I t  was a go*1 
g a th e r in g  as, w ith  f r ie n d s, th e y  n u m b ere d  over 1 • 
T h ro u g h  th e  k in d  co -o p e ra tio n  o f  th e  V icar, the e .
A . H . R ees , th e  serv ice  a n d  th e  h y m n s  w ere  arrang«&  
s u it  a n d  p lease  th e  c o n g reg a tio n  o f  o ld  so ld iers. W rea. e 
w ere  offe red  to  th e  p a d re  w h o  p laced  th em  on _  
B a tta lio n  m em o ria ls . T h e  w re a th  b earers  were 
L e n  T o m e s  fo r th e  2 / io th ,  M a jo r  F . O v erb u ry  tor 
i / i o t h — som e 4 0  o f  w h o se  o ld  co m rad es w ere presen 
a n d  M a jo r  A . H a r t  fo r  th e  3 / io th .

^Jlie ^ t)ie

D uring  th e  A c t  o f  R e m e m b ra n ce , a fte r  th e  p lac ing  
of the w rea th s , a t ru m p e te r  in  th e  c h u rc h  p o rc h  b lew  
the Last P o s t a n d  R eveille , th e  n o tes  so u n d in g  sw eetly  
and softly in sid e  th e  c h u rc h .

After th e  se rv ice  a b r ie f  re u n io n  took  p lace in  th e  
Church H a ll, k in d ly  le n t  b y  th e  V icar. O nce  again  
refreshments w ere  p ro v id e d  b y  th o se  v ery  goo d  friends 
of the 2 / io th ,  M rs .  P . C u m m in g , M rs . W . A . L ovegrove 
and M r. C . R u sh , a n d  g ra te fu l th an k s  a re  ex ten d ed  to  
them fo r th e i r  k in d n ess  a n d  g enerosity .

A co llection  w as m ad e  a n d  h a n d e d  to  th e  V icar to  
go tow ards th e  expenses  o f  th e  C h u rc h  H all.

All th e  a rra n g e m e n ts  w e n t v ery  w ell a n d  th an k s  fo r 
that are  d u e  to  2 1 0 th  B ran ch  H o n . S ec re ta ry , M r. 
Archie C u m m in g , o f  21 H o u n s lo w  R o ad , F e lth a m , 
Middlesex, to  w h o m  an y  ch an g es  o f  ad d ress  sh o u ld  b e  
notified.

2 10th B a t t a l i o n  1914-1918 M e m o r i a l  in  C h is w ic k  
C h u r c h

The V ica r o f  C h isw ick  has  d raw n  a tte n tio n  to  th e  
2/ioth W a r  M e m o ria l a n d  its  n e e d  fo r res to ra tio n  a fte r  
nearly 30 y ears . A lth o u g h  th e  cost w ill be  b e tw een  
¿30 and  £ 4 0 ,  th e  B ra n c h  C o m m itte e  w ere confiden t 
that all m em b e rs  w o u ld  w ish  th e  w o rk  to  b e  d o n e  an d  
accordingly ask ed  th e  p a d re  to  go ahead .

B. K . C .

11TH P A R A C H U T E  B A T T A L IO N  ( M I D D L E S E X )  
T .A .

As we w rite  th ese  n o tes  w e lea rn  w ith  reg re t th a t  o u r 
Battalion S e c o n d -in -C o m m a n d , M a jo r  N e il M acP . 
Boys, is to  leave u s . W e  a re  so rry  th a t  h is to u r  o f  d u ty  
with us, s e co n d e d  f ro m  th e  R e g u la r  A rm y , has b een  so 
short, an d  o u r  chan g es  o f  p e rm a n e n t s ta ff a re  so f re ­
quent. N e il B oys has c e rta in ly  le ft h is  im p ress io n  on  
the B attalion, since h e  has  tak e n  a k een  in te re s t in  th e  
welfare a n d  sp o rts  o f  th e  u n it ,  a n d  o n  m an y  a  S a tu rd ay  
afternoon h e  a n d  o u r  C .O ., L t .-C o l.  S. T y re ll ,  a re  to  be 
seen encourag ing  o u r  fo o tb a ll te a m  fro m  th e  to u c h  line. 
In his place w e  w elco m e M a jo r  C . P . B . M o g g n d g e , 
M.C., an d  h o p e  h is  to u r  o f  d u ty  w ill b e  a lit tle  lon g er 
than th a t o f  h is  p red ecesso r.

On O c to b e r 31, th re e  officers a n d  21 o th e r  ranks 
formed p a r t  o f  th e  16 th  A irb o rn e  D iv isio n  C o n tin g e n t 
at the K in g ’s R ev iew  o f  th e  T e r ri to r ia l  A rm y . T h e  
Division fo rm ed  u p  a t E a s te rn  C o m m a n d  H .Q .,  H o u n s ­
low, and th en c e  th e y  tra v e lle d  b y  specia l tra in  to  H y d e  
Park C o m er a n d  m arc h e d  to  th e  fo rm in g  u p  place in  
the Park. T h o u g h  th e  w e a th e r  w as overcast i t  rem a in ed  
hty, and th e  K in g , d u r in g  h is  in sp ec tio n , passed  along 
the front o f  th e  D iv is io n  in  h is  L a n d ro v er  car. A fte r  
the inspection  all c o n tin g e n ts  m arc h e d  p ast th e  sa lu tin g  
base at w h ich  th e  m a in  c ro w d  h a d  co llec ted , a n d  w here 
the K ing h a d  b e e n  jo in ed  b y  th e  Q u e e n , Q u e e n  M ary  

o ther m em b e rs  o f  th e  R oyal fam ily.
Prior to  C h ris tm a s , p a rties  w ere  h e ld  a t  all D rill 

Halls. “  C ”  C o m p a n y  h e ld  a d in n e r  fo r  m em b ers  o f 
the C om pany a n d  th e ir  lad ies. M a jo r  B ill C o rb y , w ith  
his wife, p re s id e d  a n d  th e  A d jt., C a p t. P e te r  B ates, was 

guest f ro m  B a tta lio n  H .Q . A  cu p , p re se n ted  by  
Major F irm a n  fo r th e  T .A . so ld ie r c o m p le tin g  th e
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m ax im u m  tra in in g  d u r in g  th e  y ea r, w as w o n  b y  h is 
so n , S g t. E . F irm a n , w h o  se rv ed  in  th e  2 8 th  M id d le sex  
p r io r  to  jo in in g  th e  P a rac h u te  R e g im e n t in  th e  early  
p a r t  o f  th e  w ar. “  B  ”  C o m p a n y  h e ld  a  v e ry  su ccessfu l 
c h ild re n ’s p a r ty  a t  th e ir  D r i ll  H a ll  a n d  “  D  ”  C o m p a n y  
h a d  o n ly  ju s t  m o v ed  in to  th e ir  n e w  H .Q . a t  C h u rc h  
R o a d , E d m o n to n . “  H .Q .”  C o m p a n y  h e ld  a  sm o k in g  
co n c e r t o n  D e c e m b e r  23 , w h ic h  c a rr ie d  o n  u n t i l  th e  
early  h o u rs  o f  th e  m o rn in g . T h e y  a re  m o s t fo r tu n a te  in  
hav in g  su c h  a n  acco m p lish e d  p ian is t in  C p l. R ea.

In d iv id u a l  t ra in in g  has b e e n  c a rried  o u t  d u r in g  th e  
w in te r  m o n th s , b u t  w e s till req u ire  m o re  sp ecia list 
in s tru c to rs  a n d  lo o k  fo rw a rd  to  som e assistance  fro m  
th e  R e g u la r  A rm y  w h e n  possib le .

“  C  ”  C o m p a n y  a re  to  b e  c o n g ra tu la te d  o n  w in n in g  
th e  D iv isio n a l in te r -C o m p a n y  M in ia tu re  R ifle  C o m p e ti­
tio n . T h e  B a tta lio n  cam e th ird  in  th e  in te r-B a tta lio n  
C o m p e titio n .

T h e  M o rta r  P la to o n , u n d e r  th e ir  P I. C o m d r. L t .  R . 
S w eet, a n d  PI. Sg t. C a d m a n , c a rr ie d  o u t  fie ld  f ir in g  on  
th e  w e e k -e n d  o f  Ja n u a ry  14, a n d  a ll w h o  to o k  p a r t  a re  
to  b e  co n g ra tu la te d , since i t  sh o w ed  th a t  w e h av e  fo rm e d  
a n  efficien t cad re  o f  m o rta r  tra in e d  p e rso n n e l. O n  
Ja n u a ry  16 th e  I .  a n d  S ignal S ec tio n s  p ro c e e d e d  b y  
ro ad , u n d e r  L t .  G . O tw ay , th e  I .O .,  a n d  S g t. M a n d e rs ,  
th e  I .S .  S e rg ea n t, to  th e  R ed h ill D is tr ic t  w h ere  a 
u se fu l m ap  a n d  co m p ass  exercise  w as c a rr ie d  o u t  
c o n tro lle d  b y  w ireless.

O u r  n e w  D iv isio n a l C o m m a n d e r , M a j.-G e n . G . W . 
L a th b u ry , D .S .O .,  M .B .E .,  v is ite d  C o m p a n ie s  on  
Ja n u a ry  6  a n d  24. A fte r  w a tc h in g  tra in in g  h e  a d d re sse d  
all ran k s  a n d  sa id  h o w  p leased  h e  w as to  b e  w ith  u s , 
a n d  s tre sse d  th e  im p o rta n c e  o f  e n th u s ia sm  in  th e  
T e r r i to r ia l  A rm y .

N E W S  F R O M  A L L IE D  D O M IN IO N  U N IT S  
1 0 2 n d  ( W e n tw o r th )  F i e ld  B a t t e r y ,  R o y a l  C a n a d i a n  

A r t i l l e r y ,  D u n  d a s ,  O n t a r i o

T h is  new s com es f ro m  M a jo r  G . E . W a rd , C o m ­
m an d in g  th e  B atte ry .

V ery  m an y  th an k s  a re  d u e  to  y o u  a n d  M a jo r  C la rk  
fo r  w ritin g  to  u s  a n d  se n d in g  T h e  D ie -H a rd s  so 
fa ith fu lly  fo r  so m an y  years w ith o u t  ev en  a w o rd  o f  
ack n o w led g em en t. N o th in g  can  rea lly  ju s tify  th is  
lax ity  o n  o u r  p a r t ,  b u t  I  m ig h t say  b y  w ay  o f  e x p la n a tio n  
th a t  since th e  e n d  o f  th e  w a r w e h ave  h a d  a g rea t d ea l 
o f  w o rk  to  d o  w ith  h a rd ly  any  officers to  d o  it.

I  reg re t th a t  d u r in g  th e  w a r th e  reco rd s  o f  th e  B a tte ry  
becam e so b a d ly  ju m b le d  th a t  I  h ave  n o t  b een  ab le  to  
d iscover an y  p rev io u s c o rre sp o n d e n ce  w ith  y o u , a n d  
am , th ere fo re , u n a b le  to  te ll h o w  w ell p o s te d  yo u  a re  o n  
o u r  new s. H o w ev er, y o u  a p p a re n tly  d o  k n o w  th a t  th e  
o ld  7 7 th  W e n tw o rth  R e g im e n t w as c o n v e rte d  to  th e  
102nd (W en tw o rth ) F ie ld  B a tte ry , R .C .A ., in  1936» 
u n d e r  th e  co m m a n d  o f  L t .-C o l.  ( th e n  M ajo r)  A . B. 
S m ith . C ol. S m ith  ev en tu a lly  m o b iliz e d  th e  B a tte ry  fo r  
active serv ice  in  194° I94I to o k  i t  to  E n g la n d  as
p a r t  o f  th e  5 th  L .A .A . R e g im e n t in  th e  5 th  C an ad ian  
A rm o u re d  D iv isio n . T h e  B a t te n ’ s e rv e d  in  E n g lan d  
o n  A .D .G .B .,  a n d  w e n t to  I ta ly  w ith  th e  D iv isio n  in  
N o v e m b e r, 1943, u n d e r  th e  c o m m a n d  o f  M a jo r  J. E .
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B u ild e r , o n e  o f  th e  o rig in a l D u n d a s  officers. A fte r  
p a r t ic ip a tin g  in  th e  I ta l ia n  c a m p a ig n  w ith  th e  8 th  
A rm y , th e  B a tte ry , w ith  th e  r e s t  o f  th e  i s t  C a n a d ian  
C o rp s , w as tra n s fe r re d  to  N o r th -W e s t  E u ro p e  to  jo in  
th e  re s t  o f  th e  C a n a d ian  A rm y . T h e  B a tte ry  se rv e d  w ith  
d is tin c tio n  a n d  g a lla n try  in  all th e a tre s  a n d  it  h a d  a 
g lo rio u s  h o m ec o m in g  to  its  o w n  A rm o u ry  in  D u n d a s  in  
Ja n u a ry , 1946. A t h o m e  in  D u n d a s  th e  re se rv e  o r, in  a 
sen se , th e  D e p o t B a tte ry , a c te d  as a r e c ru it in g  c e n tre  to  
su p p ly  a n d  t ra in  re in fo rc e m e n ts  fo r  overseas.

M y  im m e d ia te  p red e c e s so r  in  th e  rese rv e  u n i t  was 
M a jo r  A. E . R . T u r n e r ,  M .C .,  w h o  h a d  b e e n  p rev a ile d  
u p o n  in  1943 to  tak e  c o m m a n d  o f  th e  R ese rv e  B a tte ry  
h e re  in  D u n d a s  to  k eep  i t  fu n c tio n in g , as m o s t o f  th e  
y o u n g e r  m e n  w e re  overseas. H e  w as a v e ry  h a p p y  cho ice  
as h e  h a d  se rv e d  w i th  g rea t d is tin c tio n  in  F ra n c e  in  
th e  f irs t w o rld  w a r  w ith  th e  W e n tw o rth  R eg im e n t, 
an d  h e  h as  alw ays sh o w n  a k een  in te re s t  in  th e  D u n d a s  
U n it .

I  jo in e d  th e  B a tte ry  in  O c to b e r,  I 94 5 > a n d  to o k  
c o m m a n d  a  y ea r la te r. I  b lu sh  w h e n  I  te ll  y o u  th a t  at 
th a t  t im e  th e re  w e re  on ly  tw o  officers b es id es  m yself. 
O u r  N .C .O . s tr e n g th  h a d  b e e n  so re ly  d e p le te d  b y  a 
h o u se c le a n in g  o f  ov e rag e  p e rso n n e l  th a t  h a d  b e e n  
o rd e re d . A s o u r  G o v e rn m e n t h as  n o t  y e t seen  fit to  
leg isla te  fo r  an y  fo rm  o f  c o m p u lso ry  m ilita ry  tra in in g , 
y o u  w ill u n d e rs ta n d  th a t  th e  p ro b le m  o f  filling  ev en  th e  
officer a n d  N .C .O . e s ta b lish m e n t has  b e e n  a  t ry in g  one 
esp ec ia lly  as m o s t o f  th e  r e tu rn e d  m e n  h av e  b e e n  v e ry  
b u s y  fo r th e  p a s t  th re e  y ea rs  e s ta b lish in g  in co m es, 
h o m es  a n d  fam ilies.

W e  h av e , h o w ev er, s ta r te d  o u r  p re s e n t  t ra in in g  p e rio d  
o n  a so m e w h at b e t te r  fo o tin g  w ith  e ig h t  officers o u t  o f  
a n  e s ta b lish m e n t o f  te n  a n d  a fu ll c o m p le m e n t o f  W .O .s  
a n d  se rg ean ts . F o r  th e  p a s t  th re e  su m m e rs  w e h ave  
s e n t sm all c o n tin g e n ts  o f  o fficers a n d  N .C .O .s  to  tra in in g  
c am p  a t  P e taw a w a , O n ta rio , a n d  th e  re p o r ts  in  e v e ry  
case h av e  b e e n  ju s t  as g o o d  o r  b e tte r  th a n  th o se  o f  o th e r  
u n its  a tte n d in g .

Y o u  m ay  p o ss ib ly  b e  in te re s te d  in  a w o rd  a b o u t 
m y se lf. I  g ra d u a te d  f ro m  R .M .C .,  K in g s to n , O n ta rio , 
in  1939, a n d  u p $ n  g ra d u a tio n  to o k  a c o m m iss io n  in  th e  
n t h  (H a m ilto n )  F ie ld  B a tte ry , R .C .A ., w h ic h  w as 
m o b iliz e d  in  1940. I  p ro c e e d e d  to  E n g la n d  as A d ju ta n t  
o f  th e  12th  F ie ld  R e g im e n t, R .C .A ., in  1941. I n  1943 I 
w as g iv en  c o m m a n d  o f  th e  6 1 s t B a tte ry  in  th e  8 th  F ie ld  
R e g im e n t, R .C .A .,  w h ic h  w e n t to  I ta ly  as th e  self- 
p ro p e lled  fie ld  reg im en t in  th e  5 th  C a n a d ian  A rm o u re d  
D iv isio n . I n  S e p tem b e r, 1944, I  w as w o u n d e d  in  th e  
f ig h tin g  n e a r  R im in i a n d  w as h o sp ita lise d  b ack  to  th e  
U .K . w h e re  I re m a in e d  u n til  m y  r e tu rn  to  C an a d a  in  
J u n e , 1945. S h o r tly  a fte r  th is  I  rec e iv ed  m y  d isch arg e  
f ro m  th e  ac tive  A rm y  a n d  jo in e d  th e  1 02nd  B a tte ry .

I  rea lise  t h a t  th e  ab o v e  is o n ly  a v e ry  sk e tch y  o u tlin e  
o f  n ew s fo r  y o u  a n d  th a t  i t  does n o t b e g in  to  co m p are  
w ith  th e  v e ry  c o m p le te  a c c o u n t o f  y o u r  a c tiv itie s  co n ­
ta in e d  in  T h e  D ie -H a rd s . B ecause  o f  th is  I  w o u ld  ask 
y o u  to  b e  g o o d  en o u g h  to  w rite  to  m e  ag a in  re q u e s tin g  
specific  in fo rm a tio n  a b o u t  n ew s ite m s  w h ic h  I  have 
d o u b tle s s  o v e rlo o k ed  te llin g  y o u  in  th is  le tte r .

B efo re  c losing  I  w a n t to  tak e  th is  o p p o r tu n ity  to  
e x te n d  to  y o u  a n d  all ran k s a c o rd ia l in v ita tio n  to  v isit 
o u r  m ess  sh o u ld  y o u  ev e r b e  n e a r  th is  p a r t  o f  C an ad a .

C O R R E S P O N D E N C E  T O  T H E  E D IT O R
T h e  E d it o r .
D ear  S ir ,

O n  b e h a lf  o f  th e  “  D ie -H a rd s  ”  e x -2 n d  Battalion, 
n o w  se rv in g  w ith  th e  “  BufFs ”  in  H o n g k o n g , I would 
like  to  w ish  a ll se rv in g  a n d  e x -m e m b e rs  o f  th e  Regiment 
a p ro sp e ro u s  n e w  year.

I t  w as w ith  m u c h  re g re t  th a t  w e h a d  to  leave the 
“  M id d s  ”  w h e n  th e y  le ft  P a le s tin e  fo r  h o m e. M ost of 
u s  h av e  se tt le d  d o w n  in  th e  “  B uffs,”  b u t  should the 
“  M id d s  ”  r e tu r n  to  H o n g k o n g  o r  th e  F a r  E ast, I can 
see  a g o o d  n u m b e r  o f  th e  lads ask in g  fo r  a transfer back 
to  th e  o ld  m o b .

I  a ssu re  C o l. B ro w n  th a t  w e w ill n o t  fo rge t we are 
s till  “  D ie -H a rd s .”  H e  is  r ig h t , ' n o  o rd e r  can ever 
rem o v e  th a t  d ig n ity  f ro m  us.

I  rem a in , s ir ,
Y o u r  o b e d ie n t se rv a n t,

G . E . S M I T H ,  Private.
“  A  ”  C o m p a n y  i s t  B a tta lio n ,

T h e  “  B uffs ”  R e g im en t,
S ta n le y  F o r t,  

c o  G .P .O .,  H o n g k o n g . D e cem b er 1, 1948.

L T .  R .  F .  F E N D I C K , R .C .E .M .E .
L t .  R . F .  F e n d ick , o f  th e  R .C .E .M .E .,  w ho served 

w ith  th e  2 n d  B a tta lio n  in  N o r th -W e s t  E u ro p e , sends 
g ree tin g s  to  fo rm e r  m em b e rs  o f  th e  2 n d  Battalion, 
“  A  ”  C o m p a n y  in  p a rtic u la r .  H e  w rite s  :— “  I t  would 
b e  g rea tly  a p p re c ia te d  i f  y o u  c o u ld  p u b lish  m y address 
as I  h ave  lo st to u c h  w ith  m an y  o f  m y  fo rm e r comrades 
a n d  w o u ld  like  to  h e a r  f ro m  th e m .”

H is  a d d re s s  is n ow  3460 S t. A n n e  d ’A rc , Apartm ent 5, 
M o n tre a l,  C an ad a .

S S A F A  M A R R I E D  F A M I L I E S  C L U B  
1 4 - 1 6  N e v e r n  S q u a r e ,  E a r l ’s  C o u r t ,  L o n d o n ,  S.W.5

T e le p h o n e  : F ro b is h e r  5774 a n d  3347 
T h e  C lu b , w h ic h  has 38 b ed ro o m s (single and  double) 

is fo r  th e  use  o f  m em b e rs  o f  H .M . F o rc es  below com­
m iss io n e d  ra n k  e ith e r  se rv in g  o r ex -S erv ice , and their 
w ives a n d  ch ild ren . T o  e n su re  th a t  use  o f  the  Club is 
co n fin ed  to  m em b e rs  o f  th e  above  ca tegory , visitors are 
ask ed  to  sh o w  p ro o f  o f  th e ir  e lig ib ility .

C h arg es  a re  : ^ er P ^ 011
B ed  a n d  b reak fas t, in c lu d in g  b a th  (ch ild re n  s. d.

five y ea rs  a n d  u n d e r ,  h a lf  p rice )  . . - • 5 0
M id d a y  d in n e r ,  12.30— 1.0 p .m . (S u n d ay s 

o n ly ) . .  ■ • • ■ • • . . 2 3
S u p p e r ,  6.30— 7 .0  p .m . (n o t S u n d ay s) . • 2 0

A  large  c o m fo rtab le  lo u n g e  is availab le  for the use 
o f  re s id e n ts  a n d  th e ir  gu ests . A  n u rse ry  is available tor 
c h ild ren . R o o m s m ay  be  rese rv ed  in  advance on pay 
m e n t o f  a d e p o s it  o f  10s. o d . M a x im u m  period  of sta>% 
tw o  w eeks. A p p lica tio n s  to  b e  m ad e  to  th e  M a n a g e r  

a t  th e  above  a d d ress . G u e s ts  m u s t  b r in g  th e ir  own soap 
a n d  tow els. A  la u n d ry  ro o m  is availab le , b u t  a no 
c h a rg e  is  m ad e  fo r  th e  u se  o f  e lec tric  iron. t
M in is try  o f  F o o d  reg u la tio n s , ra tio n  books or cards m 
be  su rre n d e re d  fo r  a  v isit o f  five days o r  over, bupp« 
m u s t  b e  o rd e re d  b e fo re  m id d ay .

N o  an im als  a re  a llow ed. T h e  C lu b  closes a t 11.3°  P'
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SOME r e m i n i s c e n c e s  o f  t r o o p s h i p s

B y  L /C p l . L a n g rish

The fo llo w in g  a c co u n t o f  m y  trav e ls  w h ils t se rv ing  
on troopships d u r in g  th e  p e rio d  Ja n u a ry , 1945 u n til  
January, 1947, m ig h t  b e  o f  in te re s t  to  som e o f  th e  o ld  
members o f  th e  R e g im en t.

On Ja n u ary  1, 1945, a fte r  b e in g  d isch a rg ed  f ro m  
hospital I  w as o rd e re d  to  r e p o r t  to  th e  E m b a rk a tio n  
Officer a t T ilb u ry .  I  a rr iv ed  th e re  a b o u t 10 o ’clock  at 
night and  w as ta k e n  to  th e  office w h ere  I  w as to ld  to  
go with a d r iv e r  a n d  g e t som e sleep  in  one o f  th e  tra n s it  
camp h u ts . T h e  n e x t m o rn in g  a t  0400 h o u rs  I was 
woken, a n d  h a d  b reak fas t, a fte r  w h ic h  th e  E m b ark a tio n  
Officer, a C a p t. C ra ig , to o k  m e  a n d  in tro d u c ed  m e to  
the O.C. T ro o p s  o n  m y  firs t t ro o p sh ip , w h o  w as C a p t. 
Wiegner, o f  th e  R o y a l R e g im e n t o f  A rtille ry . T h is  sh ip  
was m anne d  b y  nav a l ra tin g s . I t  was o n  th e  T ilb u ry  to  
Ostend service. T h a t  m o rn in g  a n d  afte rn o o n  befo re  w e 
were due to  sail I  w as in tro d u c e d  to  th e  m ess deck, 
where I  w as to  sp e n d  som e v e ry  h a p p y  tim es w ith  th e  
ratings. T h a t  ev en in g , a t  1600 h o u rs , w e s ta r te d  tak ing  
aboard som e tro o p s  w ho  w ere  g o ing  over th a t  n ig h t. 
Some o f th ese  w ere g o ing  b ack  f fo m  leave a n d  som e w ere 
going over fo r  th e  f irs t tim e . A t 1730 h o u rs  w e s lip p ed  
away ffom  th e  q u ay sid e  a t  T ilb u ry  a n d  s ta r te d  o n  th e  
trip across th e  C h an n e l. W h e n  w e reach ed  th e  m o u th  
of the T h a m es  a t  S o u th e n d  w e d ro p p ed  a n ch o r fo r  a 
short while u n til  o u r  e sco rt d es tro y e r, th e  “  L a  C o m - 
bantant,”  w as rea d y  a n d  th e  b o o m  d efence w as o p en ed  
for us to  p ro ceed . T h e  d estro y e r w as th e  f irst to  c lear 
the boom fo llow ed  b y  u s  a b o u t  300 y ard s  b e h in d . T h e  
trip across w as u n ev en tfu l. W e d o ck ed  a t  O s te n d  
about 1000 h o u rs  th e  fo llow ing  m o rn in g  a n d  all tro o p s 
were d isem barked . I n  tw o  h o u rs ’ t im e  w e w ere h a rd  a t 
work tak ing  o n  tro o p s  g o ing  b ack  to  E n g lan d . S om e o f  
these w ere co m in g  h o m e fo r co m passiona te  reasons, 
leave and  co u rses , so  th ey  w ere  v e ry  anx ious to  sta rt. 
After c learing  O s te n d  all passengers h a d  to  go  to  
emergency b o a t  sta tio n s . A fte r  b o a t d rill  th e  esco rt 
destroyer, w h ic h  h a d  b een  w a itin g  fo r us o u tsid e  the  
harbour, took  its  p o s itio n  a n d  w e s ta r te d  o n  o u r  w ay. 
On the w ay h o m e I  h a d  m y  firs t U -b o a t  scare , th e  
destroyer p ick ed  u p  so m e th in g  o n  its  A sd ic  a n d  w e n t 
off to investigate . O n  p ick in g  u p  sp eed  she  p u t  u p  the  
black p e n n a n t in d ic a tin g  th a t  she  w as g o ing  to  a ttack  

all naval g u n n e rs  o n  th e  tro o p sh ip  w ere  o rd e re d  to  
dose up o n  th e i r  g u n s. W e w ere  v e ry  lucky  th a t  tim e  to  
1* able to  see th e m  d ro p  som e d e p th  charges w h ich  
shook the tro o p sh ip  a n d  b ro k e  som e o f  th e  c rockery  on  
board, b u t th e re  w as n o  sign  o f  w h a t th ey  a ttack ed . T h e  
ship was in  th e  m ea n tim e  g o ing  a t fu ll sp eed , w h ich  was 
somewhere a ro u n d  26 k n o ts  a n d  v ib ra tin g  heavily . 
After abou t a q u a r te r  o f  an  h o u r  th e  d e s tro y e r cam e 
UP alongside u s  a n d  se n t a m essage to  say  th a t  w h atev er 
was detected h a d  n o t  b een  h e a rd  since, so th ey  left off 
^ d  carried o n  h o m e  w ith  ev ery o n e’s blessings. W e 
Passed th ro u g h  th e  b o o m  d efen ce  a t  S o u th e n d  th a t  
olght a t a b o u t 2300 h o u rs  a n d  h a d  to  w ait a t S o u th en d  
’“Mil daylight w h e n  w e c a rr ie d  o n  u p  to  T ilb u ry . T h is  
ftip was d o n e  ev e ry  tw o  days b u t  w e  w ere n ev er certa in  

getting th e  sam e e x c item en t as o n  m y  first trip . 
After d o ing  th is  t r ip  som e tw o  m o n th s  w e w ere

g oing  across o n e  s to rm y  n ig h t  w h e n  w e p ick ed  u p  a n  
S .O .S . f ro m  a L ib e r ty  b o a t th a t  h a d  b een  to rp e d o e d  
ju s t o u ts id e  O s te n d  a n d  w as s in k in g  faSt. W e p u t  o n  
sp eed  a n d  p u sh e d  o n  to  reach  th e m  as so o n  as  p o ss ib le . 
W e rea c h e d  th e ir  loca tio n  a b o u t  8 o ’c lock  in  th e  m o rn in g  
a n d  fo u n d  th a t  a ll th e  crew  h a d  b een  tak en  off b y  a n o th e r  
b o a t b e fo re  us b u t  som e o f  th e  sh ip  w as still sho w in g  
above  th e  w a te r  a n d  th e  g u n n e rs  h a d  o rd e rs  to  sh e ll i t  
a n d  s in k  it  b e fo re  i t  becam e dark .

W e c a rr ie d  o n  th is  t r ip  u n til  w e  w ere  o rd e re d  to  go  
a ro u n d  th e  co ast to  F a lm o u th , in  C o rn w all, w h ere  w e 
w ere  to  p ick  u p  som e C o m m an d o s  a n d  tak e  th e m  to  an  
u n k n o w n  d es tin a tio n . W e se t o u t  o n  th is  r u n  a b o u t  
th re e  h o u rs  la te r  a n d  m an y  e x tra o rd in a ry  ru m o u rs  
s ta r te d  g o ing  ro u n d  th e  sh ip . S om e sa id  w e w ere  g o ing  
to  ra id  th e  G e rm a n -h e ld  islan d s o ff  th e  co ast o f  H o lla n d , 
o th e rs  th a t  w e w ere  g o ing  to  th e  C h a n n e l Islan d s . A fte r  
w e h a d  c le a red  th e  lan d  a n d  w ere  o n  o u r  w ay  th e  
C a p ta in  h a d  a  few  w o rd s  to  say. H e  in fo rm e d  everyone  
th a t  w e w ere  g o in g  to  c a rry  o u t a  task  th a t  som e o f  th e  
crew  h a d  b e e n  an x io u s to  d o  ev e r s ince th e  G e rm a n s  
h a d  in v ad e d  ce rta in  islands. B u t h e  d id  n o t n am e  th e m  
as w e s till h a d  to  v is it  F a lm o u th  a n d  p ick  u p  o u r  C o m ­
m an d o s.

W e  reach ed  F a lm o u th  a b o u t 3 o ’clock  th e  fo llow ing  
a fte rn o o n  a fte r  a v e ry  n ice  q u ie t  t r ip ,  a n d  b e g a n  to  ge t 
s to res  a b o a rd  a n d  w a te r  sh ip , w h ic h  took  u n til  4  o ’clock  
th e  n e x t m o rn in g . A b o u t 5 o ’clock  w e s ta r te d  g e ttin g  
o u r  C o m m an d o s o n  b o a rd , a n d  w h a t a  jo b  th a t  w as, as w e 
h a d  to  d ro p  all o u r  lifeboats a n d  tak e  o n  in  th e ir  place 
lan d in g  c ra ft, a n d  w e h a d  to  d o  a ll th is  in  th e  d a rk  as 
th ey  w a n te d  to  leave befo re  it  g o t lig h t. W e m an ag ed  
som ehow  to  ge t aw ay o n  tim e  a n d  th e n  se ttle d  d o w n  to  
th e  task  o f  g e ttin g  th ese  special serv ice  tro o p s  to  th e ir  
d estina tion .

A fte r  g o ing  o u t o f  s ig h t o f  lan d  w e p ro ce e d e d  u p  th e  
coast an d  w h en  w e h a d  b e e n  a t  sea a b o u t fo u r h o u rs  w e 
w ere all to ld  th a t  th a t  n ig h t  w e sh o u ld  b e  a n c h o re d  in  
P ly m o u th  S o u n d  a n d  th a t  sh o re  leave w o u ld  b e  g ra n te d  
to  m em b ers  o f  th e  c rew  an d  sh ip ’s s ta ff  b u t  w e  h a d  to  
b e  back  o n  b o a rd  b y  8 a .m . th e  fo llow ing  m o rn in g . W e 
h a d  th e  irksom e task  o f  w aitin g  n ow  fo r o rd e rs  to  leave 
to  com e th ro u g h , a n d  everyone  w as g e ttin g  q u ite  
exc ited  as su ch  a lo t o f  sh ip s  like  u s  w ere  a ll c o m in g  in  
a n d  d ro p p in g  a n c h o r a n d  th e n  ju s t  aw aitin g  o rd ers . 
T h e  n ex t a fte rn o o n  th e  o rd e rs  cam e  th ro u g h  a n d  w e 
s ta r te d  o n  o u r  w ay to  th e  u n k n o w n  d e s tin a tio n . I t  w as 
a v e ry  im pressive  s ig h t to  see  a ll th e  e sco r t b o a ts  an d  
even  th e  ba ttlesh ip s  th a t  w ere  g o in g  w ith  u s  steam in g  
o u t o f  P ly m o u th  S o u n d  to  th e  a c co m p an im en t o f  
ch eerin g  f ro m  P ly m o u th  H o e . T h a t  n ig h t  w e  p a sse d  th e  
E d d y s to n e  lig h th o u se , se t a co u rse  fo r  th e  o p e n  sea, 
a n d  everyone w as to ld  th a t  w e  w ere g o in g  to  lib e ra te  
th e  C h a n n e l Islan d s . T h e  m em b e rs  o f  th e  crew  w h o  
h a d  re la tions o n  th ese  islands w ere  so o v e rc o m e  b y  th is  
new s th a t  th ey  w ere q u ite  s tu n n e d . W e  w e re  s till  o u t  
o f  s ig h t o f  lan d  th e  n e x t m o rn in g  a n d  th e  C a p ta in  
p assed  a n  o rd e r  th a t  D iv in e  Serv ice  w o u ld  be  h e ld  o n  
d eck  th a t  n ig h t. I f  a n y o n e  w a n te d  to  a t te n d  th ey  cou ld . 
A t 10 o ’clock  th a t  n ig h t  ev ery o n e  w as to ld  th a t  fro m  
th e n  o n  th ey  w o u ld  have to  w e a r s tee l h a ts  w herever 
th ey  w en t, as w e  w o u ld  b e  in  e n em y  w a te rs  a n d  w e d id  
n o t  k now  w h a t so rt  o f  recep tio n  w e w o u ld  get.



T h e  fo llow ing  m o rn in g  w e w ere  w o k en  a t 4  o ’clock  
a n d  to ld  th a t  b reak fas t w o u ld  b e  se rv ed  in  h a lf -an -  
h o u r ’s tim e . B y  th is  t im e  w e w ere  in  s ig h t o f  th e  C h a n n e l  
Is la n d s  a n d  a lth o u g h  th e  d istan ce  w as to o  g re a t  fo r  u s  
to  see  m u c h  o f  th e  lay  o f  th e  lan d  I  th in k  m o s t o f  o u r  
h e a rts  s to p p e d  b ea tin g  fo r a lit tle  w h ile  as w e  w o n d e re  d  
w h a t lay  ah ead . A t 5 o ’clock  th e  s h ip ’s b e ll s o u n d e d  th e  
g en e ra l a la rm  a n d  e v e ry o n e  h a d  to  go  to  th e ir  ac tio n  
s ta tio n s  u n til  w e  h a d  g o t o u r  passen g ers  aw ay  a n d  
c o u ld  g e t o u t  o f  th e  d a n g e r zone  again . B y  th is  t im e  
w e  w e re  in  q u ite  c lose to  th e  co ast o f  G u e rn se y  a n d  w e 
w e re  s till s te a m in g  a long  m ak in g  fo r  o u r  lan d fa ll w h ic h  
w o u ld  be  S t. P e te r ’s P o r t  in  th e  is la n d  o f  Je rsey . A t 
7  o ’clock  w e w ere  s team in g  in to  p o s itio n  to  g e t o u r  first 
t ro o p s  aw ay  a n d  e v e ry o n e’s n e rv es  w ere  b e g in n in g  to  
t ig h te n  w ith  th e  s tra in  o f  w o n d e r in g  w h e th e r  th e  
G e rm a n s  o n  th e  islands w o u ld  m ak e  a f ig h t o f  i t  o r 
n o t. A t a q u a r te r  p a s t sev en  w e saw  a  s ig h t th a t  c h e ere d  
u s  u p  w o n d erfu lly . W e h e a rd  a d u ll  d ro n e  in  th e  a ir  a n d  
lo o k in g  u p  in to  th e  m o rn in g  sky  w e saw  lin e  a fte r  l in e  o f  
S p itfires  a n d  H u rr ic a n e s  co m in g  in to  th e  a tta c k  a n d  
fo llow ing  th e m  lines o f  b o m b ers  i f  th e y  w ere  req u r ied .

N o w  th e  tim e  h a d  com e to  g e t o u r  f irs t  t ro o p s  aw ay. 
E v e ry o n e  w as b e g in n in g  to  feel a lo t  b e tte r  as w e 
rea lise d  th a t  w e  w o u ld  n o t  be le t  d o w n  i f  w e h a d  to  m ak e  
a  f ig h t fo r  it. T h e  f irs t w ave o f  t ro o p s  g o t aw ay  to  tim e  
a n d  th e y  w ere  w a tc h ed  b y  . ev ery o n e  o n  b o a rd  th a t  h a d  a 
p o s itio n  to  see  th e m . T h o s e  th a t  w e re  u n a b le  to  see  
w e re  k e p t in  to u c h  o f  ev en ts  b y  th e  lo u d -h a ile r  sy stem , 
w h ic h  w as g iv in g  a ru n n in g  c o m m e n ta ry  o f  th e  o p e ra ­
tio n . A t a b o u t  8 o ’clock  th e  f irs t t ro o p s  la n d e d  in  S t. 
P e te r ’s P o r t  a n d  th e y  re p o r te d  th a t  th e  h a rb o u r  w as 
d e se r ted  a n d  th a t  th e  o th e r  tro o p s  c o u ld  co m e in . T h e  
fo llow ing  w ave w as b y  th is  t im e  in  p o s itio n  in  th e  
lan d in g  c ra ft, a n d  as a re s u lt  c o u ld  leave  im m e d ia te ly , 
w h ic h  th e y  d id . T h e n  th e  jo b  o f  fe rry in g  th e  tro o p s  to  
th e  lan d  b e g a n  in  e a rn e s t, a n d  w h a t a n  im p re ss iv e  s ig h t 
th is  w as, as th e y  all seem ed  to  b e  co m in g  f ro m  d iffe re n t 
d ire c tio n s . B u t th e re  w e re  a  few  b o a ts  c o m in g  o u t  f ro m  
th e  h a rb o u r  b y  th is  t im e  a n d  o u r  fea rs  w e re  a llayed  as 
th e y  re p o r te d  th a t  th e  p eo p le  w e re  q u ie tly  w a itin g  fo r 
o u t  t ro o p s  a n d  h a d  b e e n  w a tc h in g  u s  co m e in  all th a t  
m o rn in g . B y  10 o ’clock  w e h a d  all o u r  tro o p s  ash o re , 
a n d  th e n  w e b e g a n  to  see  so m e  o f  th e  in h a b ita n ts  o f  th e  
o n ly  E n g lish  c o u n try  th a t  h a d  b e e n  in v a d e d  b y  th e  
G e rm a n s , a n d  to  ta lk  to  th e m  as th e y  cam e  o u t  in  b oa ts 
to  sp eak  to  u s . T h e y  to ld  u s  th a t  th e  G e rm a n s  h a d  
p lac e d  a d e m a rc a tio n  lin e  across th e  is la n d  a n d  th a t  
th e re  w ere  n o  G e rm a n s  in  th e  p o r t  a rea  e x cep t a few  
th a t  w ere  o n  se n try  d u ty , a n d  th ese  w e re  b e in g  re liev ed  
b y  o u r  tro o p s  as th e y  g o t ash o re .

T h a t  a fte rn o o n  w e w ere  all in v ite d  to  th e  c e leb ra tio n s  
a sh o re . A lth o u g h  som e o f  th e  c re w  w ere  u n lu ck y  a n d  
h a d  to  s to p  o n  b o a rd , q u ite  a few  g o t th e  o p p o r tu n ity  to  
g o  a sh o re  fo r  a  few  h o u rs . F o r  th o se  th a t  h a d  to  s to p  
o n  b o a rd  th e re  w as sw im m in g  in  th e  c ry s ta l c lear w ater. 
I  h a d  th e  p lea su re  o f  b e in g  ab le  to  g o  a sh o re  th a t  
a fte rn o o n  w ith  th e  O .C . T ro o p s . W h ile  w e  w e re  o n  
th e  is la n d  w e fo u n d  c e rta in  M e rc h a n t N a v y  ra tin g s  
w h o  h a d  b e e n  tak e n  p riso n e rs  b y  th e  G e rm a n s  d u r in g  th e  
ra id  o n  th e  N o rm a n d y  b each h e a d  a b o u t six  m o n th s  
b efo re .

T h e  fo llow ing  a fte rn o o n  w e h a d  to  lo ad  u p  w ith

G e rm a n  p r iso n e rs  o f  w a r a n d  t ra n s p o r t  th e m  to  England. 
T h is  w as d o n e  a n d  w e le ft th e  is la n d  th a t  n ight and 
do ck ed  in  S o u th a m p to n  th e  fo llo w in g  day. W e had 
th e  p lea su re  o f  g o in g  b ack  to  S t. P e te r ’s P o r t  for a day 
a fte r  a b o u t  a w eek  o f  lib e ra tio n , a n d  th e  difference in 
th e  a p p e ara n c e  o f  th e  isla n d e rs  w as m o st remarkable. 
W h e re a s  b e fo re  th e y  h a d  lo o k ed  t ir e d  a n d  em aciated they 
n o w  lo o k ed  p e rfe c tly  n o rm a l a n d  fit, w ith  a cheerful 
a n d  b r im m in g  co n fid en ce  in  th e  fu tu re . A fte r  bringing 
h o m e  a n o th e r  lo ad  o f  p r iso n e rs  to  S o u th am p to n  we 
se t sa il fo r  T i lb u r y  w i th  th e  th o u g h t th a t  w e had done 
a jo b  w o r th  d o in g . T w o  days la te r  w e w ere sailing up 
th e  R iv e r  T h a m e s  o n  o u r  w ay  to  p o r t  a n d  leave. That 
d a y  w ill alw ays re m a in  in  m y  m in d  fo r  as we came up 
th e  r iv e r  w e  w e re  a lm o s t d e a fe n e d  b y  th e  tug  boats’ 
w e lco m e  b las ts  a n d  th e  ch eers  o f  th e  peo p le  waiting to 
g re e t  u s . T h e  fo llo w in g  n ig h t  I  sa id  good-bye to the 
sh ip  t h a t  h a d  b e e n  m y  h o m e  fo r  so  lo n g , and  which I 
w as n o w  so  so rry  to  leave.

T H E  M O D E R N  P E N T A T H L O N  
P E N T A T H L O N  R I D I N G

T h e  o rg an isa tio n  fo r, a n d  th e  p rep a ra tio n  of the 
r id in g  ev e n t in  th e  M o d e rn  P e n ta th lo n  Competition 
in c lu d e d  in  th e  rec e n t O ly m p ic  G a m e s, was an Army 
resp o n s ib ility . B efo re  g o in g  in to  m o re  detail on the 
s u b je c t a w o rd  is  n ecessa ry  a b o u t  th e  com petition  as a 
w h o le . '

I n  a n c ie n t G re e c e  th e  p e n ta th lo n  w as considered the 
p r im a ry  c o m p e tit io n  in  th e  gam es, a n d  th e  winner was 
a c c la im ed  as th e  c h a m p io n  o f  th e  gam es. Today this 
ru lin g  s till  h o ld s  g o o d  a n d  a lth o u g h  m an y  people did 
n o t  a t  th e  tim e  rea lise  it, 3 4 -y ea r-o ld  C ap t. W. 0 . C. 
G r u t ,  o f  th e  S w ed ish  A rm y , w as th e  c h am p io n  athlete of 
th e  X IV  O ly m p iad .

T h e  c o m p e titio n  i ts e lf  co n sis ts  o f  five separate  events, 
h e ld  o n  five co n secu tiv e  days. E a c h  co m p etito r has to 
c o m p e te  in  th e  c ro s s -c o u n try  ru n ,  sw im , fence with 
e v e ry  o th e r  c o m p e tito r , sh o o t w ith  th e  revolver and 
r id e  c ross c o u n try . I t  is sa id  th a t  th e  idea  is to test 
a  so ld ie r  w h o  m ig h t  b e  r e q u ire d  to  d e liv er a message on 
th e  b a ttle fied . B efo re  th e  m essag e  is delivered safely 
th e  so ld ie r, w h o  se ts  o u t  o n  h o rse -b a c k , loses his mount 
a n d  h as  to  c o n tin u e  o n  foo t. L a te r  in  th e  journey he is 
fo rc e d  to  sw im  a  r iv e r  a n d  f ig h t w ith  b o th  his sword and 
p is to l.  N o  m ea n  a c h ie v e m e n t fo r  a  C om pany  runner. 
A n d  in d e e d , to  b e  ab le  to  d o  th is  th e  so ld ier must be 
n o t  o n ly  e x cep tio n a lly  f it, b u t  a f irst-c lass athlete. 1 
r e q u ire s  a lo t o f  h a rd  tra in in g , in  fac t C a p t. G ru t began 
to  t r a in  fo r  th e  p e n ta th lo n  in  1936— 12 years before e 
w as ab le  to  n o t  o n ly  w in  th e  e v e n t, b u t  to  set up an 
O ly m p ic  re c o rd  in  d o in g  so.

A b o u t 50  e n tra n ts  w e re  e x p e c te d  to  com pete in 
M o d e rn  P e n ta th lo n  o f  th e  X IV  O ly m p iad , and Grea 
B rita in  h a d  to  p ro v id e  th e m  w ith  su ita b le  mounts 
th e  r id in g  ev e n t. W ith  th is  in  v iew , a b o u t 50 hors 
w e re  sh ip p e d  f ro m  G e rm a n y  in  late  1947 t0 
B u rg h ley ’s e s ta te  in  E n g la n d . T h e s e  horses were a  ̂
to  b e  jo in e d  b y  o th e rs  f ro m  v a rio u s  so u rces  in  Brig*01 ’ 
to  b r in g  th e  to ta l  to  a b o u t  60. B u t th e  ^
fo rm e d  th e  n u c le u s  o f  w h a t  w as to  b ecom e one 0 
m o re  u n iq u e  fo rm a tio n s  in  th e  B ritia h  Army? nflin
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“ H  ”  S q u a d ro n , 3 rd  D ra g o o n  G u a rd s  (C arab in ie rs).
“ H  ”  S q u a d ro n  w as co m m a n d e d  b y  a C arab in ie r  
Major a n d  h a d  a C a ra b in ie r  2  i/c . T h e  rem a in d e r  o f 
the officers w ere  v o lu n te e rs  f ro m  a v a rie ty  o f  R eg im en ts. 
Represented in  th is  m a n n e r  w e re  u n its  o f  th e  Polish  
Army, L a n c e rs , H u ssa rs , T a n k  C o rp s , P a rach u te  
Regiment a n d  las t, b u t  n o t leas t, th e  in fa n try . In  th is  
last heading  w ere  officers f ro m  th e  L a n c a sh ire  F u siliers , 
the Royal B erks a n d  th e  M id d le sex  R e g im e n t (D .C .O .) . 
Similarly th e  g ro o m s w e re  a lso  d raw n  fro m  m any 
different reg im en ts .

In M arch , 1948, th e  h o rses  w ere  se n t to  A ld e rsh o t by  
special tra in  w h ic h , in  c o m m o n  w ith  all A rm y  tra in s, 
arrived in  th e  v e ry  early  h o u rs  o f  a ra th e r  co ld  m orn ing . 
Once off-loaded  th e  h o rses  w e re  led  in  h a n d  to  th e ir  
new stables in  B u lle r  B arrack s . T h e  s tab les in  the  
Buller lines b e g a n  to  a p p e a r  as th ey  m ig h t have done in 
1910!

To describe  in  an y  so rt  o f  d e ta il th e  e n su in g  tra in in g  
of the ho rses  w o u ld  tak e  u p  a co m p le te  copy  o f  T h e  
D ie - H a r d s  jo u rn a l. S o  o n ly  a  v e ry  b r ie f  d escrip tio n  can 
be a ttem p ted . A  d e ta iled  tra in in g  p ro g ra m m e  had  
been com piled  lo n g  b e fo re  th e  a rr iv a l o f  th e  equ ine  
members o f  “  H  ”  S q u a d ro n . T h e  ob jec t o f  th e  p ro ­
gramme w as to  tra in  th e  h o rses  u p  to  th e  s ta n d a rd  o f 
first class h u n te rs  in  fo u r  m o n th s . I t  w as assu m ed  th a t  
all the horses w ere  o f  th e  sam e s ta n d a rd  to  b eg in  w ith , 
namely, “  g re e n .”  F irs t ly  th ey  h a d  to  b e  schoo led  to  
respond to  th e  s im p le r  “  a id s  ”  a n d  la te r  to  th e  m o re  
difficult ones. T h e n  each  h o rse  h a d  to  be  schoo led  to  
jump all m an n e r  o f  ob stac les . As “  H  ”  S q u a d ro n  la te r 
built the  ac tu a l co u rse , th is  ra th e r  resem b led  digging  
one’s ow n grave.

The first w eek th e  tra in in g  consis ted  o f  m erely  
leading in  h a n d . A n d  n o t u n til  th e  seco n d  w eek w ere 
any of th e  ho rses  ac tu a lly  “  b ack ed .”  T h e n  b egan  th e  
long and  o ften  ted io u s  b u sin ess  o f  “  b a lanc ing  ”  the  
horse and  schoo ling  h im  to  th e  sim ple  “  a id s .”  A  lo t 
of use was m ad e  in  th is  stage o f  w oods. T h e  trees 
provided excellen t m ark e rs  to  neg o tia te , a n d  a lth o u g h  
this was a t th e  tim e  v e ry  ted io u s , i t  p a id  am p le  d iv idends 
later on in  th e  tra in in g . N e x t  tra in in g  w as a d v an ced  and  
included tro t tin g , t ro t tin g -o u t,  re in in g -b ack , tu rn in g  
on the fo re h a n d  a n d  c an te rin g . T o  school a “  g ree n  ” 
horse to ca n te r  f ro m  th e  h a lt , s tr ik in g  off o n  th e  co rrec t 
diagonal, is easy e n o u g h  w h en  one has p le n ty  o f  tim e  at 
one’s disposal. B u t b y  n o w  th e  gam es w ere  n o t fa r  off, 
time was g e ttin g  s h o r t  a n d  th e  ho rses  h a d n ’t  b eg u n  to  
jump yet.

And w h en  all th e  ho rses  w ere , fo r  w a n t o f  a b e tte r  
term, can  be  ca lled  “  a b a lan ced  r id e ,”  w h a t w as 
perhaps, th e  m o st in te re s tin g  p a r t  o f  th e  tra in in g  began . 
And it began  b y  r id in g  th e  h o rse  o v er a po le  ly in g  on  
tiie ground a n d  c o n tin u e d  in  easy  stages u n til  th e  
animal was ab le  to  ju m p  n in e te e n  o bstacles, spaced  
throughout a th re e  a n d  a h a lf  m ile  co u rse . F ro m  th e  
beginning o f  th is  s tag e  o f  th e  tra in in g , all th e  obstacles 
had been so lid  o n es , th is  e n su re d  th a t  th e  h o rse  d id  n o t 
^  to go “  th ro u g h  ”  th e  ju m p s  la te r  o n , w ith , o f  course , 
the exception o f  th e  b u s h  obstac les. O n  th e  actual 
course th e  ju m p s  w ere  all “  n a tu ra l ”  ones an  d no  
t^o were exactly  alike. T h e re  w ere  b u sh  fences, o p en  
ditches, d o u b le-ex e rs , a stile , “  in  an d  o u t ,”  b rick  wall

a n d  p ile  o f  logs. S om e o f  th ese  w ere  o n  th e  flat, o th ers  
u p h ill  a n d  o th e rs  dow nhill. I n  fac t, a fa irly  c o m p re ­
h en siv e  c o u rse , w h ic h  h a d  to  b e  d o n e  in  te n  m in u te s , o r  
a t a b o u t  500 m e tre s  p e r  m in u te . I t  can  be  seen  th a t  to  
m an ag e  th is  w ith o u t  serious m ish a p  to  m o u n t a n d  r id e r ,  
th e  h o rse  h a d  to  b e  fa irly  “  u se fu l.”  T h a t  th e  tra in in g  
p ro g ra m m e  w as a success w as p ro v ed  b y  th e  fac t th a t ,  
w ith  o n e  o r  tw o  ex cep tio n s, all th e  h o rses  c o m p le te d  th e  
c o u rse  w ith o u t  fa u lt  in  th e  tria ls . A n d  o n  th e  day  o f  th e  
ac tu a l e v e n t th e y  w ere  a ll successfu l.

D u r in g  all th is  t im e  “  H  ”  S q u a d ro n  h a d , o f  c o u rse , 
i ts  fa ir  sh a re  o f  b o th  falls an d  frivo lity . O n e  lit tle  g rey  
m are  d e c id ed  ra th e r  su d d e n ly  th a t  a  b a th  w as in  o rd e r  
a n d  w ith o u t  m o re  ad o  p ro ceed ed  to  ro ll in  a larg e  an d  
v ery  m u d d y  p o o l, m u c h  to  th e  an n o y an ce  o f  h e r  
r id e r  a n d  th e  tu m u ltu o u s  ap p lau se  o f  th e  assem b led  
m u lt itu d e , n am ely , th e  rem a in d e r o f  th e  r id e rs . A n o th e r  
m are , “  C a rm e n  ”  b y  n am e , s lip p ed  w h en  tak in g  o ff 
o v e r a d i tc h  a n d  rail. S h e  lan d e d  w ith  h e r  forelegs one  
s id e  a n d  h e r  h in d leg s  th e  o th e r  s id e  o f  th e  po le, h e r  
r id e r  lan d in g  w ell c lea r  o f  th e  ju m p  an d  som e 30 y a rd s  
in  f ro n t o f  i t.  S o  p rec a rio u s  w as “  C a rm e n ’s ”  p re ­
d icam en t th a t  th e  w h o le  o b stac le  h a d  to  b e  d ism an tled  
b e fo re  she  c o u ld  b e  freed , n o n e  th e  w orse  fo r  h e r  
ex p erien ce . Y e t a n o th e r  m are  d ec id ed  th a t  ju m p in g  
o v er o p e n  d itc h e s  w as ju s t n o t  o n  an d  w h en  co n fro n ted  
w ith  one  in v ariab ly  c lim b ed  in to  it  a n d  c lim b ed  o u t 
again  th e  o th e r  s ide . T h e re  w as n o  tim e  to  cu re  h e r  o f  
th is  d is tin c tly  a n n o y in g  h a b it, so she  d id  n o t  go  to  h e r  
p o s t o n  th e  day  o f  th e  e v en t. S h e  w as, h o w ev er, 
a llow ed to  w a tc h  th in g s  in  th e  sh ap e  o f  a  course  o ffic ia l!

P e rh ap s  th e  m o s t sa tisfy in g  p a r t  o f  th e  w o rk  was 
b e in g  ab le  to  w a tc h  th e  ho rses  p e rfo rm in g  fo r  th e  
v arious co m p e tito rs  in  th e  gam es. A n d  u n d o u b ted ly  th e  
w o rs t p a r t  o f  i t  w as b e in g  p re s e n t  a t th e  p u b lic  au c tio n  
w h en  th e y  w ere  all so ld  a fte r  th e  gam es. As fa r  as th e  
B ritish  A rm y  is c o n c e rn e d , i t  c an  only  h o p e  th a t  F in ­
lan d  asks fo r  v o lu n te e rs  to  tra in  th e ir  P e n ta th lo n  horses 
in  read in ess  fo r  X V  O ly m p iad , w h ich  w ill be  h e ld  in  
H els in k i in  1952.

B. A . M . P ie lo w

T H E  M I D D L E S E X  P I P E R S
In  T h e  D ie -H a rd s  jo u rn a l fo r  D e c e m b e r, 1948, an  

en q u iry  was m ad e  in  resp e c t o f  th e  h isto ry  o f  a M id d le ­
sex R eg im en ta l b ad g e  w ith  a G aelic  in sc rip tio n . T h is  
en q u iry  p ro d u ce d  som e v e ry  in te re s tin g  resu lts .

C ap t. R . M a u ric e -H ill, a  m e m b e r  o f  th e  S o ciety  fo r  
A rm y  H isto rica l R esea rch , w ro te  to  m e g iv in g  a v e ry  
in te res tin g  a cco u n t o f  th e  P ip e rs  o f  o u r  16th  B atta lio n  
(P u b lic  S chools) d u r in g  th e  w a r o f  1914-18. H e  also 
re fe rre d  m e to  th e  b ook  “  T h e  P ip es  o f  W a r,”  b y  B t.-C o l. 
S ir  B ruce  S e to n  a n d  P ip e  M a jo r  J o h n  G ra n t.

I  th e n  ask ed  B rig .-G e n . J . H a m ilto n -H a ll, C .M .G .,
D .S .O .,  w h o  c o m m an d ed  th e  16th  (P u b lic  S chools) 
B atta lion  fro m  S e p tem b e r, 1914, to  F e b ru a ry  21 , 1917» 
i f  h e  c o u ld  h e lp  m e in  tra c in g  th e  b ad g e . B rig .-G e n . 
H a ll th e n  k in d ly  sen t a h is to ry  o f  th e  16 th  B a tta lio n , a 
lab o u r o f  love b y  e x -O rd e rly  R o o m  C  Sgt. H . W . 
W allis  G ra in . R ead e rs  w h o  h av e  th ese  tre a s u re d  copies 
o f  o u r  v arious reg im en ta l h isto rie s  w ill a p p rec ia te  th e  
k in d n ess  o f  B rig .-G en . H a ll in  g iv in g  th is  copy.
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L a te r  I  h o p e  to  p u b lis h  e x tra c ts  f ro m  th ese  books. 
I n  th is  issu e  o f  T h e  D ie -H a rd s  I  w ill give b rie fly  
e x tra c ts  o f  m y  o w n  fro m  th e  b o oks a n d  le tte rs  rece iv ed .

N o  m e m b e r  o f  th e  1 6 th  B a tta lio n  c a n  re m e m b e r  
seein g  th is  b a d g e  in  u se  b y  th e  P ip e rs  a n d  as o u r  rec o rd s  
te ll  u s  t h a t  a n u m b e r  o f  th e  p ip e rs  w e re  re c ru ite d  f ro m  
G lasg o w , th ese  o ld  so ld ie rs , w ish in g  to  c o n tin u e  th e  
co m ra d e sh ip s  a n d  esprit de corps o f  th e  w a r  y ea rs  m ay  
h ave  fo rm e d  th e i r  O ld  C o m rad e s  C lu b  w ith  th e i r  o w n  
b a d g e  c o m p le te  w ith  G a e lic  in sc r ip tio n . B r ig .-G e n . 
H a ll  th in k s  th e  in sc r ip t io n  m ig h t  b e  m e a n t  fo r  “  K in g  
& C o u n try  ”  in s te a d  o f  “  K in g ’s C o u n try  ”  as sho w n .

T h e  1 6 th  B a tta lio n , D u k e  o f  C a m b rid g e ’s O w n  
(M id d lese x  R e g im e n t)  (P u b lic  S ch o o ls), w e re  th e  f irs t 
E n g lish  R e g im e n t to  h av e  a p ip e  b a n d , th e  m e n  b e in g  
re c ru ite d  fo r  th e  p u rp o se  f ro m  G lasg o w . O n ly  tw o  
p u re ly  E n g lish  R e g im e n ts  h a d  P ip e  B an d s, v iz ., i 6 th  
B a tta lio n  M id d le sex  R e g im e n t a n d  2 3 rd  B a tta lio n  T h e  
R o y a l F u s ilie rs  (1 st S p o r ts m a n ’s B a tta lio n ). A lth o u g h  
a  re fe ren c e  is m ad e  to  a  S g t. K irk la n d , w h o  tra n s fe r re d  
as a p ip e r  o f  o u r  n t h  B a tta lio n , I  can  f in d  n o  tra c e , to  
d a te , o f  th e  n t h  B a tta lio n  h av in g  a  P ip e  B an d .

A  M id d le se x  R e g im e n t w ith  P ip e rs  ! T h a t ’s s tran g e , 
s u r e ly ! T h is  re m a rk  a n d  q u e s tio n  w e re  h e a rd  on  
n u m e ro u s  o ccasions. H .M . K in g  G eo rg e  V  a n d  H .R .H . 
th e  P r in c e  o f  W ales  w e re  h e a rd  to  ask  th is  q u e s tio n  
w h e n  th e y  saw  th e  P ip e rs  in  F ran ce .

M a jo r  M c K a y , th ro u g h  h is  s tu d y  o f  R e g im e n ta l 
H is to ry , h a d  d isc o v e red  th a t  p r io r  to  th e  ra is in g  o f  th e  
7 7 th  F o o t in  1787, th e re  h a d  b e e n  tw o  o th e r  u n its  w ith  
th is  n u m b e r . I n  e a ch  case th e  R e g im e n ts  w e re  H ig h ­
la n d e rs .

T h e  7 7 th  F o o t f irs t a p p e a re d  in  th e  R o ll o f  th e  B ritish  
A rm y  in  1756 as  th e  M o n tg o m e rie  H ig h la n d e rs .  A fte r  
d is tin g u ish e d  serv ice  ag a in s t th e  F re n c h  a n d  In d ia n s  
i n  A m erica , th e y  w e re  d isb a n d e d  in  1763.

T h e  n e x t  7 7 th  F o o t  w as ra ise d  in  1775 a n d  w ere  
k n o w n  as th e  A th o ll H ig h lan d e rs . T h is  R e g im e n t w as 
ra ise d  fo r  se rv ice  in  A m e ric a  a g a in s t th e  N o r th  A m e ric a n  
C o lo n ies . I n  1783, w h e n  s ta tio n e d  a t  P o r ts m o u th , i 
w as p lac e d  u n d e r  o rd e rs  fo r  se rv ice  in  th e  E a s t  In d ie s , 
b u t  th is  b e in g  a t  v a rian ce  w ith  th e  te rm s  o f  th e i r  en lis t­
m e n t ,  th e  m e n  o b jec te d  to  th e  p ro c e e d in g  a n d  th is  led  
to  th e  d isb a n d m e n t o f  th e  c o rp s  th e  sam e year.

M a jo r  M c K a y , h im se lf  a S c o tsm a n , ask ed  a n d  w as 
g ra n te d  p e rm iss io n  f ro m  th e  W a r  O ffice to  re c ru it  a 
b a n d  o f  P ip e rs  a n d  th u s  p re se rv e  th e  H ig h la n d  o rig in  
a n d  a ssoc ia tion  o f  th e  f irs t tw o  R e g im e n ts  n u m b e re d  77.

T h e  P ip e rs  w ere  e q u ip p e d  a t  th e  ex p en se  o f  th e  o r ig i­
n a l officers o f  th e  B a tta lio n  a n d  o u t  o f  c o m p lim e n t to  
M a jo r  M c K a y  w ere  d re sse d  in  M c K a y  T a r ta n  k ilts. 
L a te r  th e y  w o re  th e  M u rra y  ta r ta n ,  w h ic h  is  th e  c lan  
ta r ta n  o f  th e  A th o ll H ig h lan d e rs .

W h e n  th e  B a tta lio n  w as d isb a n d e d , th e  P ip e rs  w ere  
tra n s fe r re d  to  th e  2 n d  B a tta lio n . T h e  P ip e rs  fo u g h t 
v a lian tly  a t th e  B a ttle  o f  R o sie rs , M a rc h  2 7 , 1918, w h e n  
B rig .-G e n . G ro g a n , V .C ., w ith  tw o  B a tta lio n s  a n d  a 
n u m b e r  o f  de ta ils , in c lu d in g  th e  P ip e  B an d , D ru m s , 
T a ilo rs ,  S h o em ak ers  a n d  S to re m e n  o f  th e  2 n d  B a tta lio n , 
m ad e  a  m o s t su ccessfu l c o u n te r-a tta c k  a n d  re to o k  
H a rb o n n ie rs  a n d  V auvillers.

T h e  P ip e rs  h e a d ed  th e  2 n d  B a tta lio n  o n  th e  official 
e n try  in to  M o n s  in  N o v e m b e r, 1918, w h ile  a few  w eeks

e a rlie r  th e y  h a d  p lay e d  th e  B a tta lio n  in to  D ouai when 
th e  to w n  w as re c a p tu re d . T h e  2 n d  B a tta lio n  was then 
u n d e r  th e  c o m m a n d  o f  L t .-C o l.  E . E . F .  Baker, D  S 0 
M .C .

A n  a m u s in g  a n e cd o te  is o n  re c o rd  o f  a n  incident on 
o n e  o ccasio n  a fte r  th e  la te  D m r . W . R . S to n ey  had been 
p u t  in  k ilts  w h e n  th e  o r ig in a l P ip e rs  a n d  Drummers 
w e re  d e p le te d . H e  lo o k ed  a  g e n u in e  S co tsm an  although 
a L o n d o n e r .  W h e n  th e  2 n d  B a tta lio n  w ere billeted 
n e a r  th e  S co ts F u s ilie rs , o n e  p u k k a  S c o t sa id  to  Stoney, 
“  W h a t  p a r t  o ’ S c o tla n d  a re  y e  f ra ,  Jo ck  ? ”  to  which 
S to n e y , w ith  t ru e  C o ck n ey  p r id e  rep lied , “  Gaw 
b lim e y — W o o lw ic h .”  N o  re c o rd  ex ists  as to the 
s u b s e q u e n t co n v ersa tio n .

R . W . J. S.
N O T E

T h e  C u ra to r  w o u ld  a p p re c ia te  a n y  inform ation  Old 
C o m rad e s  m ay  b e  ab le  to  g ive  o f  o u r  16th Battalion 
P ip e  B an d . A lso  i f  a n y  k n o w  o f  P ip e rs  in  our n th  
B a tta lio n . A n y  rem in iscen ces  w ill b e  w elcom e. Mem­
b e rs  o f  a n y  o f  o u r  B a tta lio n s  a re  a sk ed  to  send  in any 
reco llec tio n s  o f  th e i r  serv ice. L e tte r s  to  b e  addressed to 
In g lis  B arrack s , M ill  H ill, L o n d o n , N .W .7 .

H I S T O R Y  O F  W O R L D  W A R  I . 1914-18 
M i l i t a r y  O p e r a t i o n s  : F r a n c e  a n d  B e lg iu m , 1917 

V o lu m e  I I
V o lu m e  I I  o f  th e  “  H is to ry  o f  th e  W a r  o n  th e  Western 

F r o n t  in  1917 ”  is n o w  rea d y . I t  is based  on official 
d o c u m e n ts  a n d  p re p a re d  b y  th e  d ire c tio n  o f  the  Com­
m itte e  o f  Im p e r ia l  D e fe n c e . L ik e  th e  earlie r volumes of 
th e  se ries, th e  b ook  h as  b e e n  c o m p iled  b y  Brig.-Gen. 
S i r  Ja m e s  E d m o n d s  a n d  h is  assis tan ts .

V o lu m e  I  o f  1917, c o n ta in in g  th e  B attles of Anas, 
A p r i l-M a y , 1917, w as p u b lis h e d  in  1940. T he late 
a p p e ara n c e  o f  V o lu m e  I I ,  a f te r  th e  p u b lica tion  of the 
f inal v o lu m es o f  1918, is  d u e , f irs t, to  th e  reduction of 
staff, w h e n  1917 a n d  1918 b e in g  in  co u rse  o f  publication, 
i t  w as d e c id e d  to  p u s h  o n  w ith  a n d  f in ish  1918 first as 
c o n ta in in g  m o re  in s tru c t iv e  m a t te r  fo r  the  Army; 
a n d , seco n d ly , to  th e  d ifficu lties in v o lv ed  in  printing 
a n d  b in d in g  u n d e r  p o s t-w a r  co n d itio n s.

A  b r ie f  n o te  o f  th e  c o n te n ts  is g iv en  below.
P r ic e , in c lu d in g  29 m ap s  a n d  ske tches and  8 photo­

g ra p h s  issu e d  w ith  th e  v o lu m e  is  30s.
T h e  v o lu m e  c o n ta in s  th e  a c co u n t o f  th e  tw o Flanders 

offensives in  1917, th e  v e ry  successfu l B attle  o f  Messines, 
w ith  its  t re m e n d o u s  a rtille ry  b o m b ard m en t and its 
re c o rd  ex p lo s io n  o f  la n d  m in e s , a n d  th e  long  drawn-out 
“  B attles  o f  Y p re s  1917 ”  (Ju ly  31-N ovem ber io )j 

w ith  e ig h t d is t in c t  p h a ses , te rm in a tin g  in  the  First ana 
S e c o n d  B attles  o f  P assch e n d a e le , a n am e often mis­
tak e n ly  a p p lie d  to  th e  w h o le  series.

T h e  v e ry  co g en t reaso n s , n o t  rev ea led  a t the  tim e, to 
th e  m u c h  c ritic ise d  p e rs is te n c e  o f  F ie ld -M arsh a l Haig 
in  c o n tin u in g  th e  f ig h tin g  a fte r  abo m in ab le  conditions 
o f  w e a th e r  a n d  g ro u n d  p rev a ile d  in  m id-O ctober are 
fu lly  se t fo rth . S h o rtly , th e y  w ere  th e  dem ands of the 
A d m ira lty  o n  a c co u n t o f  th e  r is in g  successes o f the 
b o a ts  b a sed  o n  th e  F la n d e rs  p o r ts ,  a n d  th e  dem ands 0̂  

G e n . P e ta in , o n  a c co u n t o f  th e  F re n c h  m utinies, 0 
th e  G e rm a n s  to  b e  k e p t  aw ay f ro m  his fron t.


