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The Plume of the Prince of Wales. In  each of the four comers the late Duke of Cambridge’ s Cypher and Coronet.
“  Mysore,”  “  Seringapatam,”  “  Albuhera,”  “  Ciudad Rodrigo,”  “  Badajoz,”  “  Vittoria,”  “  P yren ees/’ ”  Nivelle,” “  N ive,”  “  Peninsular,”  
" A lm a,”  “  Inkerman,”  “ Sevastopol,”  "N ow  Zealand,” "South Africa, 1S79," “ Relief of Ladysmith,”  "South  Africa, 1900-02.”
The Great War—46 Battalions— “  Mons,”  “  L e  Cateau,”  “  Retreat from Mons,”  "  Marne, 1914 , ”  "  Aisne, 19 14 , ’ i S ,"  “  L a  Bassée, 19 14 ,”
"  Messines, 1914, ’17, ’18,” “  Armentiéres, 1914,” '* Neuve Chapelle,”  "  Ypres, 1915, ’ 17 , ’ 18, ”  “  Gravons tafe l,”  "  S t. Ju lien ,’ ’ ”  Frezenberg.”
"  Bellewaarde," “  Aubers,”  "  Hooge, 19 15 ,”  “  L o os," ”  Somme, 19 16 , ’ 18 ,”  "  AlOert, 1916, ’ 18 , ”  “  Baient! n ,”  "  Del ville W o o d ,'
"  Poziéres,”  ”  Ginchy,”  "  Flers-Courcelette,”  ** M orval,”  ”  Thiepval,”  “  Le T ran sloy," “  Ancre H eights," “  A ncre, 19 16 , ’ 18 ,”  "  Bapaum e, 
19 17 , '18 ,”  ‘ ‘ .Amas, 19 17 , ’ 18 ,”  “  Vim y, 19 17 ,”  ”  Scarpe, 19 17 , ’ 18 ,”  "A r ie u x ,”  ”  Pückem ,”  “  Langemarck, 19 17 ,”  "  Menm Road,”  
"P o lygo n  Wood,”  ”  Broodseinde,”  ’ ’ Poelcappelle,”  ”  Passchendaele,”  “  Cam Oral, 1917, ’ 18, ”  " S t .  Quentin,”  "R o siè re s ,”  ”  A vre ,"
“  V illen B retonneux," “  L y s ,”  ** Esta ires,”  ”  Hazebrouck,”  "  BaOleul,”  "  Kem m el,”  “  Scherpenberg," “  HindenOurg U n e ,"  ”  Canal 
du Nord,”  "S t .  Quentin Canal,”  "  Courtrai," “  Selle,”  "  Valenciennes,”  “  Sam bre,”  "  France and Flanders, 19 14 - 18 ,”  ”  Ita ly , 
19 17 -18 ,"  "S tru m a ,”  " Doiran, 19 18 ,”  "M acedonia, 19 15 - 18 ,”  “ Suvia,”  "L a n d in g  at S u v la ,"  “ Scim itar H ill,”  “ Gallipoli, 19 1 5 ,"
"  Rum ani," " E g y p t ,  1915-17,” " G a z a ,"  “ E l  M ughar," “ Jerusalem,”  “ Je r ic h o ," " Jo r d a n ,"  “ Tell ’A su r," "P a le s tin e , 10 17 - 18 ,"

“  Mesopotamia, 1917-18, "  Muxman, 19x9,”  “  D ukho vskaya," "  Siberia, 1918-19."

Regular and Militia Battalions.
is t 'B n . (57th Foot). 2nd Bn. (77th Foot).
5th Bn. (Royal Elthom e Militia).
6th Bn. (Royal E ast Middlesex Militia).
Depot—Mill Hill. Records Office, Ashford, Middx.
P ay Office— 90, Brompton Road, Knightsbridge.

Territorial Army Battalions
x/7th Bn. a/7th B n . 8th B n . 30th Bn.
9th Bn. (------  L .A .A . R .A .).
1st and 2nd Bus. Princess Louise's Kensington Regiment. 
1st, 2nd and 3rd Independent Coys.
No. 1  Heavy Support Coy.

Affiliated A A Units of the Territorial Army
 (7th City o f London) Searchlight Regiment R .A .
  (St. Pancras) Searchlight Regiment R .A .

Allied Regiments of Canadian Militia.
The Prince of Wales Rangers (Peterborough

Regiment) (M.G.) . .  Peterborough, Ontario.
The W entworth Regiment . . Dundas, Ontario.
The Middlesex and Huron Regiment London, Ontario.

Allied Battalion of Australian Infantnr.
57th Bn. Preston.

Allied Regiment of Now Zealand Military Forces
The Taranaki Regiment New Plym outh.

Colonel of the Regiment ;

Colonel M. Browne, M .C , D .L ., J .P .

Officer Commanding Depot : 

M ajor A . W . Clark, O .B E .

Agents— Lloyds B ank lim ited , Cox 3t K ing’ s Branch.
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E d ito r :  B t.-M ajo r G . W . Kempster.

B y  no w  it  m u s t  b e  g e n e ra lly  k n o w n  th a t  the  
2 / 7th ,  8 th , a n d  2n d  K e n s in g to n s  h a v e  ceased  to  
ex is t ex cep t in  a  s ta te  o f su sp en d ed  an im a tio n . T h e y  
w ere u n a b le  to  c o n tr ib u te  to  th ese  p ages im m ed ia te ly  
p r io r  to  th e ir  d isb a n d m e n t, a n d  th e  sad  f a c t  rem a in s  
th a t  these  sp len d id  B a tta lio n s— w h ich , ra ise d  fo r the  
la te  w ar, fo u g h t so w ell a n d  g a lla n tly  in  it— w ill n o  
lo n g er em b e llish  th ese  p ages w ith  acco u n ts  o f th e ir  
ac tiv ities , a n d  T h e  R e g im e n t w ill be  th e  p o o rer fo r  

th e ir  loss.
T h e ir  m em o ry  w ill liv e  fo r  ever, h o w ev er, in  the 

a n n a ls  o f  T h e  R eg im e n t. A  few  p h o to g ra p h s  o f 
th e  c losing  days o f th e  2 / 7 th  a p p e a r  e lsew here  in  

th is  n u m b er.
T h e  loss o f  th ese  th re e  B a tta lio n s  h a s  p ro v ed  a 

defin ite  loss to  th is  m ag a z in e  in  resp e c t n o t on ly_of 
th e ir  co n tr ib u tio n s  to  it  b u t  in  c irc u la tio n  also. W e 
h o p e  th a t  o u r  r e m a in in g  B a tta lio n s  w ill re -d o u b le  
th e ir  e ffo rts  a n d  m ak e  u p  fo r  th is  g rievous loss.

H is  M a je s ty  T h e  K in g  h a s  a p p ro v e d  th e  p o st­
h u m o u s  a w a rd  o f th e  G eo rg e  C ro ss  to  C o lo n el 
L a n c e ra y  A r th u r  N e w n h a m , M .C ., o f th is  R e g im en t, 
a n d  th e  c ita tio n  is  g iven  la te r  in  th e  J o u rn a l .  H e  
w as a lso  g rac io u sly  p leased  to  a p p ro v e  a p o s th u m o u s 
M e n tio n  in  D e sp a tc h e s  fo r  L ie u t.-C o l.  H .  W . M . 
S te w a rt, C .B .E ., M .C .,  fo r  h i s  c o n d u c t th ro u g h o u t 
the  ca m p a ig n  in  H o n g  K o n g  a n d  h is  b e h a v io u r  as 

a p riso n e r o f  w ar.
W e  h o p e  a ll read e rs  w ill rea d  th e  a rtic le  h e re in  

a b o u t o u r  “ S ocial S ch e m e .”  W e n o t o n ly  w an t 
th em  to  re a d  it, we a lso  w a n t th em  to  give u s  th e ir  
ac tiv e  su p p o rt, p a r t ic u la r ly  in  p u b lic is in g  it b y  every  
m ean s a t  th e ir  d isp o sa l.

W e desire  to  acknow ledge th e  m ag az in es  sen t to 
u s  b y  co n te m p o ra ry  S erv ice  Jo u rn a ls ,  a n d  to  a ll w ho 
h av e  c o n tr ib u te d  to  th ese  pages.
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C O L O N E L  L A N C E R A Y  A R T H U R  
N E W N H A M ,  M . C .

E x tra c t  f ro m  T h e  T im e s , 12th  A p r i l,  1946. 

C o lo n e l L a n c e ra y  A r th u r  N e w n h a m , M .C ., 
p .s.c .,  b o rn  in  1889, jo in ed  T h e  M id d lesex  Regi­
m e n t in  1910 a n d  d u r in g  th e  1914-18  w a r  served 
f irst w ith  th e  reg im en t a n d  la te r  o n  th e  s ta ff as 
B rig ad e  M a jo r  a n d  G .S .O .I I .  F ro m  1920 to  1931 
h e  serv ed  o n  th e  s ta ff in  E g y p t,  o n  th e  R h in e , in 
B erm u d a , a n d  in  th e  U n ite d  K in g d o m . H e  returned 
to  th e  reg im en t ab ro a d  as second in  c o m m an d  and 
w as G .S .O .I ,  H o n g -K o n g , w h en  th e  Japanese

Ja p tu re d  th e  fo rtress .
' 'A s  a  p r iso n e r  o f  w a r a fte r  th e  fa ll  o f  Hong- 

K o n g  in  1941 he  m a in ta in e d  a h ig h  s ta n d a rd  of 
m o ra le  in  th e  c am p  b y  h is  ex am p le  o f  courage, 
reso u rce fu ln ess , a n d  devo tion  to  d u ty . E v en  the 
b estia l Ja p an e se  w ere u n a b le  to  b re a k  h is  spirit 
a f te r  th ey  h a d  to rtu re d  h im  in  th e  m o st barbaric 
fa sh io n  fo r  several w eeks. B y  h is  hero ic  behaviour 
a n d  re fu sa l to  disclose to  th e  Ja p an e se  inform ation 
o f v a lu e  w h ich  h e  possessed , h e  h as  ea rn e d  the 
fo llow ing  tr ib u te  fro m  G e n e ra l M a l tb y :— “ W ith­
o u t  a n y  d o u b t I  a n d  q u ite  a n u m b er  o f o th e r  senior 
officers ow e o u r  lives to  h is  u n e q u a lle d  bravery 
u n d e r  th e  m o st te rr ib le  p h y s ica l su ffe rin g  a n d  men­
ta l  s tra in .”  H a v in g  fa iled  to  e x tra c t a n y  infor­
m a tio n  f ro m  h im  th e  J a p a n e se  execu ted  him.

H e  w as one  o f th e  fo u r  to  w h o m  H is  Majesty 
T h e  K in g  a p p ro v e d  th e  p o s th u m o u s  a w a rd  of the 
G eo rg e  C ro ss  in  reco g n itio n  o f  h is  m o st conspicuous 
g a lla n try  w hile  a p riso n e r o f  w a r in  Ja p an e se  hands. 
T h e  c ita tio n  r e a d s :— “ C o lo n e l N e w n h a m  succeeded 
in  g a in in g  co n ta c t w ith  o u r  ag en ts  e a rly  in  1943, 
W h ile  c o rre sp o n d en ce  w as b e in g  exchanged , a code 
b e in g  a g reed  u p o n , a n d  su g gestions fo r  a general 
b rea k  o u t  b e in g  a rra n g e d , th e  Ja p an e se  discovered 
th e  o rg an isa tio n , a n d  o n  10th  J u ly ,  1943 , Colone 
N e w n h a m  a n d  a n u m b er  o f o th e rs  w ere  arrested. 
H e  w as s ta rv ed , to rtu re d , a n d  f in a lly  b ro u g h t before 
a Ja p an e se  c o u rt  m a r t ia l  a n d  sen ten ced  to  death. 
H e  w as su b seq u e n tly  executed . I n  sp ite  o f his 
a c u te  su ffe rin g , b o th  p h y sica l an d  m en ta l, over * 
p e rio d  o f five m o n th s , h e  re fu se d  to  im p lica te  any 
o f h is  sen io r officers o r  co nnex ions, thus, 
u n d o u b ted ly , sav in g  th e ir  lives.”  . , ,,

T h e  ex am p le  o f h is  co u rag e  a n d  fo rtitu d e  win 
a lw ays be  rem em b ered  in  th e  R eg im en t whos« 
tra d itio n s  h e  u p h e ld  so g a lla n tly .

O F F I C E R S ’ C L U B  N O T E S

O f f i c e r s ’ C l u b  D i n n e r

T h e  d em an d  fo r  ticke ts fo r  th e  D in n e r  on the 
28 th  Ju n e  h as  so f a r  n o t a tta in e d  th e  dimension.' 
expected . A t th e  tim e o f w ritin g , how ever, there 
am p le  tim e  to  rem ed y  th is.

O f f i c e r s ’ C l u b  G o l f  M e e t i n g

V e ry  few  o f o u r  m em b ers  h av e  no tified  the  Seere- 
ta ry  th a t  th ey  in ten d  to  p lay  o n  th e  17th  o f ML 
S till  th is  M e etin g  w as nev e r w ell a tten d ed  
n o w adays m an y  w ho w ould  like  to  com e sim ply  c 
n o t m ak e  it. . j

G e n e ra l S ir  B r ian  H o rro ck s  an d  G e n e ra l BucWi 
h av e  b o th  w ritte n  to  th a t  effect, a n d  we know tn-

h ad  they  been  ab le  to  leave th e ir  d u tie s  n o th in g  
w ould h ave  k ep t th em  aw ay.

E ven so, en ough  o f  o u r  o ld  su p p o rte rs  a re  com ing 
to m ake the  M eetin g  a success.

O ff icers '  C l u b  C r i c k e t  W e e k

T h is  W eek h as  b o iled  d ow n to  a  fu ll  m atch  
and a h a lf -d ay  m atc h , th e  first ag a in s t R .E .M .E . here  
and the  o th er ag a in s t a local side. T h e se , like  the 
D inner an d  the  G o lf  M eetin g , w ill be o ver b y  the  
time you read  these  lines, b u t  a n  a cco u n t o f  a ll of 
them  will a p p e ar in  th e  S ep tem b er n u m b er  fo r  the  
benefit of those w ho w ere n o t ab le  to be p resen t.

I  m ust m en tio n  th a t  L ie u t.-C o l. J .  W . A. 
S tephenson has p ro m ised  to  c a p ta in  th e  side d u r ­
ing this “  W eek .”

O f f ic er s’ C l u b  S u b s c r i p t i o n s

W e regret co m p le tin g  these n o tes w ith  a g rum ble , 
b u t the  fac t is th 'at a n u m b er  o f m em bers h ave  fa iled  
to pay th eir  subscrip tio n s  fo r  th is  year— a s ta te  of 
affairs we w ould ask  th em  to  rec tify .

T h ey  have all been  c ircu la rised  e a rlie r  in  th e  year, 
though in some cases the  le tte rs  m ay  n o t h av e  reach ed  
them . W e w ould  ask th em  to  be good en ough  to  
give this m atte r  th e ir  e a rly  a tte n tio n , if  th ey  have 
not a lready done so.

T H E  M I D D L E S E X  R E G I M E N T A L  
A S S O C I A T I O N  S O C I A L  S C H E M E

T h e  O r i g i n  o f  t h e  S c h e m e

It becam e obvious a t  the  end  o f hostilities  a n d  the  
com m encem ent of th e  release  schem e th a t  M idd lesex  
m en re tu rn in g  to  c iv ilian  life  w ou ld  n o t o n ly  m iss 
the com radeship th ey  en joyed w hile  se rv in g  in  T h e  
Regim ent, b u t  w ou ld  look fo r  a c o n tin u an ce  o f  i t  in  
the form  o f a n  o ld  co m rad es’ o rg an isa tio n  w h en  they  
returned  to th e ir  hom es.

F or the  C om m ittee  o f th e  R eg im en ta l A ssociation  
responsible an d  anx ious fo r  m ee tin g  th is  need , the 
situation as it ex isted  was f ra u g h t  w ith  difficulties, 
the chief being  lack  o f  accom m odation , food, an d  
even alcoholic beverages, w ith o u t w h ich  n o  reu n io n  
of old com rades can  be a n  assu red  success.

Six years of to ta l w ar h a d  n o t exactly  k illed  the  
pre-w ar O ld  C o m rad es’ o rg an isa tio n , b u t  h a d  le ft 

t0 use a m odern  a n d  fash io n ab le  phrase— in  a 
state of suspended an im atio n .

A S ub-C om m ittee  o f  th e  R eg im en ta l A ssociation  
form ed to  re -fa sh io n  o u r O ld  C o m rad es’ o rg an isa tio n , 
considered th a t  th is  ob jec t c o u ld  m ost effectively  be 
achieved b y  the  fo rm a tio n  an d  c o -o rd in a tio n  o f 
H u b s , open  to  a ll m em bers o f  T h e  R eg im en t, 
o rganised to  cover the  w hole c o u n ty , an d  tak in g  
every advan tage  o f ex isting  o rg an isa tio n s , especially  
those c lubs a n d  o rg an isa tio n s  a lre a d y  flou rish ing  
under the auspices o f  T e r ri to r ia l  A rm y  B atta lions .

In is  p roposal w as p u t  fo rw a rd  as a reso lu tio n  an d  
adopted a t the  first G e n e ra l M e etin g  o f th e  M id d le ­
sex R egim ental A ssociation  Social C om m ittee , a fu ll 
reP ~ j;  w h ich  ap p eared  in  th e  D ecem ber n u m b er 
or l  he D ie -H a rd s, a n d  w hich  m ig h t w ell be  s tud ied  
oy any of o u r readers in te res ted  b u t  n o t as yet fu lly  
acquain ted  w ith  o u r schem e, because th e  p lan s  
o rm ulated  at th a t  m eeting  re su lte d  in  p resen t p ro ­

gress, and  w ill govern  th e  fu tu re  exp an sio n  we 
confidently an tic ip a te .

T h e  S c h e m e  W o r k e d

A s a re su lt  o f the  e n th u s ia sm  a n d  d riv e  o f ce rta in  
re tired  m em b ers  o f  T h e  R e g im en t, th e  schem e soon 
com m enced to  o p e ra te . W e w ill n o t p ra ise  th em  fo r  
th e ir  efforts— th ey  m ig h t n o t w ish  i t ;  b u t  w e sha ll 
m en tio n  th em  b y  n am e  in  o rd er to  p rese n t a  c le a r  
p ic tu re  o f  th e  p re se n t o rg an isa tio n .

I t  is n o t q u ite  ce rta in  w hich  B ra n c h  h a d  the  
h o n o u r o f  o p en in g  first. P o ssib ly  it  w as C olonel 
P r in g le ’s b ran c h  a t  H o rn sey , o r  i t  m ay  h a v e  been 
M a jo r  K in g ’s a t S ta in es . I n  an y  case th e re  was 
little  in  it,  a n d  b o th  h av e  m ad e  v e ry  defin ite  p rogress. 
T h e  W e d n esd ay  w eekly m eetings  a t  th e  “  N ig h t­
in g a le ,”  in  N ig h tin g a le  L a n e , H o rn sey , h av e  been  
very  w ell a tte n d e d  since th e ir  in cep tio n , an d  recen tly  
th is  B ra n c h  gave a m ost excellen t d ance in  the 
H o rn sey  D r ill  H a ll.  T h e y  a re  a live  to  th e  added  
s ta tu s  th e  p resence o f  lad ies c a n  b r in g  to  o u r  o rg an i­
sation . A t  th e ir  o p en in g  m ee tin g  th e re  w as, we 
believe, a dem an d  fo r a L a d ies ’ N ig h t, w h ich  has  
now  been  m et. C o lonel P r in g le , M r. B ad h am , the  
b ran c h  secre ta ry , a n d  M r. K n ig h t ,  the  e x -R .S .M . o f 
the  l / 7th  B a tta lio n , a re  th e  keenest a n d  m o st active  
s u p p o rte rs  o f th e  H o rn se y  B ra n c h , th o u g h  th e re  a re , 
of course , o th ers , b u t w h e th e r in  the  course  o f  a  v isit 
you m ee t the  C om m ittee  o r  o rd in a ry  m em b ers , you 
w ill leave w ith  a fee ling  th a t  an y o n e  w ho h as  ever 
w orn  th e  M id d lesex  b adge  is a w elcom e v isito r  th ere .

S ta in es  is n o t so p o p u lo u s  a d is tr ic t as  H o rn sey , 
so M a jo r  K in g ’s B ra n c h  h as  n o t been  used  to  q u ite  
the  sam e ex ten t. H ow ever, a t  th e  p re se n t ra te  o f 
p rogress th e  “  N o r th  S ta r  ”  m ay  a t  som e fu tu re  
da te  find  itse lf  u n ab le  to accom m odate  h is  sw elling  
m em bersh ip . A ccom m odation  is p e rh a p s  o u r  
g rea test d ifficulty , th o u g h  we h o p e  M a jo r  D e n to n , 
one o f  o u r  s tro n g est su p p o rte rs , w ill a llev ia te  i t  w ith  
r a th e r  m ore th a n  the  occasional lo an  o f  a D r i ll  H a ll 
fo r  a dance.

C a p t. P ag e , like  M a jo r  K in g  a n  o ld  8 th  B a tta lio n  
officer, h as  la te ly  been  en co u rag ed  b y  s tro n g e r a tte n ­
dances a t  h is  B ran ch , w h ich  m eets a t  th e  “  D u k e  o f 
W ellin g to n ,”  in  the  S ta in es  R oad . T h is  is  a firs t-  
c lass ho u se  cap ab le  o f  acco m m o d atin g  la rg e  n u m b ers , 
i f  n o t o f  so lv ing  th e  p ro b lem  w hich  w ill u ltim a te ly  
c o n fro n t us o f d ea lin g  w ith  those  d e b a rre d  f ro m  
e n try  th ro u g h  lack  o f space. T h e  O ld  C o m rad e s ’ 
A ssoc ia tion  o f th e  P rin cess  L o u ise ’s K e n s in g to n  
R eg im en t a re  en co u n te rin g  th is  difficu lty  a lread y . 
H ow ever, C a p t. P ag e  w ou ld  n o t like  you to  rem a in  
aw ay  o n  th a t  acco u n t, a n d  you c a n  b e  su re  o f  a 
w arm  welcom e if you  p a y  h im  a  v isit, a n d  p e rh a p s  
a g lim pse o f such  w e ll-know n figures as M a jo r  C o x  
an d  C a p r W ard , to  m en tio n  o n ly  tw o nam es.

T h e  8 th  sponsored  a th ird  B ran ch , w h ich  h as  its 
h e a d q u ar te rs  a t  U xb rid g e. H ere  M r. B ell a n d  M r. 
F in c h  ac t as P re s id e n t an d  S ec re ta ry  respec tive ly . 
C olonel J .  H a ll  an d  M a jo r  H a r tle y  a lso  belong . 
O n e  o f th e  la s t b ran ch es  to  beg in , th is  d id  n o t p re ­
ven t th em  fro m  giv ing  a n  ex cellen t a n d  w e ll-a tten d ed  
d ance a t  th e  D rill  H a ll  in  U x b rid g e  o n  th e  30th  o f 
M a rc h . T h e  fo rtn ig h tly  m eetin g  p lace  is the  
“ R a ilw ay  A rm s,” in  V ine S tree t.

T h e  m eetings a t the  D ep o t h ave  u p  to  d a te  been  
v ery  w ell a tten d ed , ch iefly  b y  the  “  re g u la rs .”  T h is  
is p e rh a p s  u n d ers tan d ab le , fo r  M ill  H il l  h as  a lw ays 
been a p o p u la r  s ta tio n  w ith  everyone , an d  it is tru e  
to  say  th a t  m an y  w ho h ave  served  th e re  reg a rd  it 
n o t o n ly  as the  hom e o f  T h e  R eg im en t b u t  th e ir  
ow n sp ir itu a l hom e, too. W ith  su ch  a b ack g ro u n d , 
M a jo r  C la rk , the  p resen t D ep o t C o m m a n d e r and
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th e  o ld es t se rv in g  so ld ie r in  T h e  R e g im e n t, h a d  lit tle  
d ifficu lty  in  g e ttin g  aw ay  to  a  good s ta r t .  C o lo n el 
B row ne re g u la rly  a tte n d s  th ese  m ee tin g s , ac“ “ -  
p a n ie d  o f te n  b y  C o lo n e l B each , a n d  th e  S e c re ta ry  of 
th e  R eg im en ta l A sso c ia tio n  is, o f  course , a  re g u la r  
a tte n d a n t u n less  h e  is  a t  som e o th e r  m eeting . 
S a tu rd a y  n ig h t  is a  p o p u la r  o n e  fo r  so c ia l reu n io n s .

W e m ay  say  h e re  th a t  th e  C o m m itte e  ox tn e  
R eg im e n ta l A sso c ia tio n  a re  g iv in g  th e  S o cial S chem e 
th e ir  p e rso n a l s u p p o rt .  B rig ad ie rs  R a c k h a in  an d  

• B a k e r, w ho  evolved  th e  idea  o f R eg im e n ta l C lu b s  
co m in g  in to  th e ir  o w n  a g a in  u n d e r  th e  au sp ices  of 
th e  R eg im e n ta l A sso c ia tio n , m ak e  a  p o in t o f  a tte n d ­
in g  m o st o f th e  m a jo r  fu n c tio n s.

T h e  9 th  B a tta l io n ’s O ld  C o m rad e s  A sso c ia tio n  
h av e  h a d  one  b ig  reu n io n  g a th e r in g , a n d  p ro p o se  a t 
the  tim e o f w ritin g  to  h o ld  a d ance o n  A lb u h e ra  D ay . 
T h e  f irs t occasio n  w as a success even  th o u g h  an  
u n u su a lly  co ld  n ig h t  tr ie d  to  in te rfe re  w ith  it. i h e  
d an ce  w e h o p e  w ill a lso  be th e  success i t  deserves to 
be. I t  w ill n o t b e  M r .  F e n m m o re  s f a u l t  if  i t  is 
n o t, fo r  h is  ex p erien ce  o f  O ld  C o m rad e s  a n d  th e ir  
social fu n c tio n s  is  second to  none.

T h e  O ld  C o m rad e s’ A sso c ia tio n  o f  th e  1 n n c e ss  
L o u ise ’s K e n s in g to n  R e g im e n t gave a n  excellen t 
w  a t  th e  n e w  T o w n  H a l l ,  H a m m e rs m ith , o n  the  
12th  A p r i l.  T h is  T o w n  H a l l  possesses o n e  o f th e  
la rg e s t d an ce  floors th e  w rite r  h a s  ever seen , b u t  it 
w as f illed  to  c a p ac ity . , . _

T h e re  is n o  d o u b t w h a tev er t h a t  th e ir  C o m m ittee  
a n d  M r .  W h ite ,  th e  H o n . S e c re ta ry , th o ro u g h ly  
u n d e rs ta n d  th e  r u n n in g  o f  a n  O ld  C o m rad es  
o rg an isa tio n . W ith  th e ir  la rg e  m em b ersh ip  th ey  are  
h a n d ic a p p e d  b y  lac k  o f a c co m m o d atio n , th o u g h  th is  
h as  n o t p rev e n te d  th e m  fro m  th ro w in g  o p e n  th e ir  
doors to  a ll  m em b ers  o f  T h e  M id d le sex  R e g im en t, 
as  w ell as th e ir  o w n , a  g estu re  w e a ll  v e ry  m u ch  
ap p re c ia te . .

S .-M . B ow en , w h o  in c id e n ta lly  w o u ld  like  to  be 
rem em b ered  to  h is  o ld  frie n d s , is n ow  in  th e  v ic tu a l­
lin g  tra d e  a n d  ex p ects  sh o rtly  to  be g iven  tn e  
m an a g e rsh ip  o f a h o u se  som ew here  in  th e  L o n d o n  
a rea— p e rh a p s  even  in  th e  C ity . W h e n  th is  h a p p e n s  
h e  in te n d s  to  o p e n  u p  a fu r th e r  B ra n c h , designed  
to  c a te r , a m o n g s t o th ers , fo r  O ld  C o m rad es  res id in g  
in  E ssex  a n d  L o n d o n  itse lf. R e c e n tly  h e  p a id  a 
v isit to  th e  “  D u k e  o f W e llin g to n  to  s tu d y  C a p t.  
P a g e ’s m eth o d s. T h is  p re lim in a ry  reco n n aissan ce , 
c a rr ie d  o u t  a t  th e  su g g estio n  o f th e  S e c re ta ry , is 
d esirab le  because  i t  is  n o t a n  easy  m a tte r  o p e ra tin g  
a B ra n c h , w ith  its  co m p lica tio n s  a n d  difficu lties, an d  
a n o th e r  p e rso n ’s ex p erien ces  c a n  b e  o f th e  g rea test 
v a lu e  to  one  s ta r tin g  a new  v en tu re .

S om etim es one  h e a rs  o f  unoffic ia l b ran c h e s  w h ich  
h ave  developed  in  E a lin g , S to c k p o rt, a n d  C h este r , 
b u t  a t p resen t one  is n o t in  a p o s itio n , th ro u g h  lack  
o f  de ta iled  in fo rm a tio n , to  w rite  a b o u t th em . I  n ey  
a p p e a r  to  h av e  fo rm ed  them selves  as  som e o f the  
o ld er c lubs d id  a f te r  th e  1914-18 w ar.

W e m u st n o t fo rg e t to  m en tio n  th a t  th e  4Zytn 
B a tte ry  (9 th  M id d lesex ) h av e  a n n o u n c ed  th e ir  in te n ­
t io n  o f m ee tin g  a t  th e  “  B ro n sb u ry  A rm s, n e a r  
K ilb u rn  S ta tio n , o n  th e  la s t  F r id a y  in  each  m o n th , 
in  th e  evening .

T h a t ,  b rie fly , is w h a t we h av e  acco m p lish ed  u p  to  
date .
W i l l  Y o u  S u p p o r t  U s  ?

I f  th e  fo reg o in g  h a s  b een  o f in te re s t to  you as a 
rea d e r , m ay  w e ask  yo u  to  su p p o r t  us— th a t  is if  you  
a re  n o t a lread y  d o in g  so.

S h o u ld  y o u  w ish  to. all you  h av e  to do  is to  visit 
one  o f th e  b ran c h e s  o r  w rite  to  its  S ec re ta ry . Once 
you a re  in  to u ch  we feel con fid en t you  w ill remain

S°  I f  you  w ish  to  h e lp  us fu r th e r ,  w ou ld  you then 
be good e n o u g h  to  in fo rm  everyone you m ee t in  the 
R e g im en t, p a s t o r  p rese n t, th a t  if  th ey  a re  out of 
to u ch  w ith  R eg im en ta l ac tiv ities  th ey  sh o u ld  wnte 
to  the  S e c re ta ry , T h e  M id d lesex  R eg im en ta l Asso­
c ia tio n , In g lis  B a rra c k s , M ill H il l ,  N .W .7 . I f  you 
can  e x tra c t a p rom ise  fro m  th em  to  do th e  same to 
p eop le  in  a s im ila r  p o s itio n , so m u ch  th e  b e tte r, and 
p e rh a p s  b y  th ese  m ean s, b y  c re a tin g  a snow ball, we 
m ay  b r in g  o u r  schem e to  th e  n o tice  o f th e  many 
m em b ers  o f T h e  R e g im e n t w ho , in  sp ite  o f our 
p rev ious a n d  co n s id e rab le  a tte m p ts  a t  publicity, 
rem a in  in  ab y sm al ig n o ran ce  o f o u r  efforts.

O u r  difficu lties a re  m an y , so le t us n o t add to 
th em  a lac k  o f  p u b lic ity . T h e  w ritte n  w o rd  in  this 
J o u rn a l  sh o u ld  a lo n e  b e  sufficient. T w o  diousan 
read ers  tak e  i t  in  a n d  m ore m u s t rea d  it. So reach 
fo r y o u r te lep h o n e , o r  p en  an d  p a p e r,  b e*°Je you 
fo rg e t an d  give us th a t  a ssistance  th a t  sh o u ld  mafc 
a ll th e  d iffe rence  to  the  “  schem e ”  a n d  w hich wt 
a re  con fid en t yo u  can  a n d  w ill accord  us.

M I D D L E S E X  R E G I M E N T A L  A S S O C I A T I O N  

N O T E S

P R E S E N T  C O N S T I T U T I O N  O F  T H E  

M I D D L E S E X  R E G I M E N T A L  A S S O C I A T I O N  

C O M M I T T E E

T h e  new  C o m m ittee  e lec ted  a fte r  th e  w a r sat* 
th e  M id d lesex  G u ild h a ll  o n  th e  15th  M a rc h . 
C o m m ittee  as fo rm ed  a t  p rese n t is g iven  b e lo w ^  

C olone l M . B row ne, M .C .,  D .L .,  J-J^C ^es:iden j 
B rig ad ie r  B . B . R a c k h a m , C .B .E ., M .C . (Chairman, 
the  O fficers C o m m a n d in g  a ll  th e  p re se n t and  pas 
B a tta lio n s  o f  th e  1939-45 w a r, B rig ad ie r  E . E. t 
B ak e r, C .B .E ., D .S .O .,  M .C .,  T .D . ,  D .L .,  J *  
C o lo n el C . P . R ooke, D .S .O .,  L ie u t.-C o i. T  h 
W ollocom be. M .C .,  L ie u t.-C o l. P .  H _  Grave 
C o lo n el G . B each . C .B ., O . B T , T . D ,  D .L ., J*  
L ie u t.-C o l. F . W ald e n , L ie u t.-C o l. G . L .
M a jo r  N . H . B. L y o n , M .C ,  C .S .M .  H astie , Mr . 
C a stre e  R .S .M . J . P . M c F a d d en , M r. J . Butte 
w o rth , a n d  M r. T o d m a n ; B t. M a jo r  G . W . Kemps» 
(S e c re ta ry ). _

T h is  is a v e ry  rep re se n ta tiv e  C o m m ittee , e 
B a tta l io n  f ro m  the  1st to  th e  9 th  b e in g  represents

T h e  P r o c e e d i n g s

C o lo n el B row ne gave u p  th e  chairm anship  • 
fa v o u r  o f B rig ad ie r  R a c k h a m , a  p o s itio n  w hicni 
h as  n ow  filled  fo r  a v e ry  lo n g  tm ie , including 
w ar years. O n  a ssu m in g  the  c h a ir , B rig ad ier K 
h am . the  new  C h a irm a n , sa id  t h a t  h e  wishe 
p lace  o n  reco rd  o u r  a p p re c ia tio n  o f  the  
u n tir in g  serv ices ren d e red  b y  th e  C o lo n e l o 
R eg im en t to  th e  A ssoc ia tion  th ro u g h o u t the 
period , a n d  th a t  h e  h o p ed  th a t  th ese  services 
be b ro u g h t to  th e  no tice  o f a ll m em b ers , who», 
h a d  lit tle  d o u b t w ou ld  like to  be a ssoc ia ted  witn 
tr ib u te ,  an d  th a t  th e  C o m m ittee  record
a d m ira tio n  to  a ll u n its  a n d  ran k s  o f  T h e  R e^ T  
fo r  th e ir  g a lla n t a n d  sk ilfu l services re n d e rs

battle d u rin g  the  1939-45 w ar, a n d  th ro u g h o u t 
which they  h ad  so n o b ly  u p h e ld  a n d  fu r th e r  em bel­
lished the h o n o u r an d  tra d itio n s  o f  T h e  R eg im en t. 
T he m otion was ca rr ied  w ith  acclam atio n .

A S u b -C o m m ittee  was fo rm ed  to  consider the  
form  the W a r M em o ria l fo r  the  la te  w ar sho u ld  
take. T h is  C om m ittee , u n d e r the  c h a irm a n sh ip  of 
Colonel B each, h as  a very  in te re s tin g  p ro jec t in 
view, b u t it m ig h t be w iser to  d ivu lge  th e  de ta ils  of 
this schem e a t  a la te r  date.

A report from  the  Social S u b -C o m m itte e  was 
received, and  g rea te r  p u b lic ity  w as ca lled  fo r  a t  a 
m eeting o f th is  S u b -C o m m itte e  an d  the o rgan isers 
of local branches la te r. T h e  a rtic le  in  th is  n u m b er 
is one of the  steps it decided to  take.

I t was agreed to  su p p o rt  the  b u ild in g  o f a V ic to ry  
C lub  in L ondon  fo r  the  use o f  o th er ran k s, to 
com m em orate the  war.

A nother S u b -C o m m ittee  w as in s titu ted  to con­
sider the  ex isting  ru le s  o f  the  A ssoc ia tion , a n d  the 
recently  aud ited  accoun ts w ere ad o p ted .

In  connection w ith  these  accoun ts , it w as decided 
to earm ark  a ce rta in  p ro p o rtio n  o f o u r  incom e to  
meet pu rely  social expenses in  resp ec t o f  th e  new  
Social O rgan isation .

It was a v e ry  long  m eeting , a t  w h ich  m an y  im p o r­
tan t m atters w ere discussed, a n d  it w as p lea sa n t 
being able to ho ld  it in  the  M id d lesex  G u ild h a ll, so 
long associated w ith  T h e  R eg im en t. T h e  C olours 
of the d isbanded 3rd  an d  4 th  B a tta lio n s  h a n g  there , 
and it was once p roposed  to  p lace  th e  R eg im en ta l 
M useum  w ith in  its p rec in c ts , th o u g h  th is  w as n o t 
done.

Benev o le nce

We are still sp en d in g  a lo t o f  m oney  o n  assistance, 
and demands on  o u r fu n d s  a re  v e ry  heavy . T w en ty -  
eight cases w ere assisted  in  F e b ru a ry  las t a t  a cost o f 
£124 10s. 7d., an d  in  F e b ru a ry  £51 3s. w as sp en t 
to kelp twelve cases. T h e  la t te r  m o n th  w as a very  
hght one. b u t M a rc h  is going  to be h eav y  (th is  is 
being w ritten in M arch ).

Very few cases b ro u g h t to  o u r  no tice  a re  not 
assisted, and the tro u b le  is th a t  su ch  la rg e  sum s of 
money are req u ired  o w ing  to  th e  increased  cost o f  
everything these u n fo rtu n a te  p eop le  m u st h av e  and  
cannot afford them selves. A ll th e  cases wre h e lp  are  
investigated very  c a re fu lly  by  th e  ch a rita b le  societies 

e work w ith , an d  i t  is ex trem ely  difficu lt n o t to 
agree with their reco m m en d atio n s— w’e a lm ost in ­
variably do.

*S n0t an  aPPea^  b u t  it is a  rem in d e r th a t  the 
n m uance o f your su b scrip tio n s  a n d  d o nations  are  

i m g us in o u r  task  o f a lle v ia tin g  th e  v e ry  rea l 
stress th a t u n fo rtu n a te ly  still exists a n d  m ay , we 

fear, always do so.
: j- ® space p rev en ts  us f ro m  acknow ledg ing  

d° n a ti° n s  to  o u r  fu n d s, b u t  we tak e  the 
p Ury ly here  o f th an k in g  all those  w ho  h ave  so 
generously h e lped  us.

B A N D  N O T E S  

B A N D  T O U R  W I T H  T H E  B . A . O . R .

em b ark ed  o n  th e  “  D ro n n in g  M a u d  ” 
a to n r 1Cf u101^  T f lk u ry  o n  15th  J a n u a ry  to  fulfil 

0 the B .A .O .R . A fte r  a sm ooth  crossing

th ey  lan d e d  a t  O sten d , b u t  a lm o st a t  once e n tra in e d  
fo r  B ru ssels , w h ich  p ro v ed  to  b e  th e  s ta r tin g  po in t. 
B ille ts  w ere p ro v id ed  a t  a  L eav e  H o ste l a n d  they  
w ere v e ry  co m fo rtab le , as  m ig h t w ell b e  im ag ined . 
T h e  f irst en g ag em en t w as o n  th e  m o rn in g  o f  the  
17th  a t  th e  P lace  de la  M o n n a ie . H a v in g  to  p lay  
ou tsid e , i t  w as, u n fo rtu n a te ly , v e ry  co ld  a n d  several 
o f th e  b rass  “  f ro z e ,”  a n d  i t  was w ith  d ifficu lty  th a t  
a p e rfo rm a n c e  was ren d e red , th o u g h  a fa ir  crow d 
w ere a p p rec ia tiv e  a n d  fo rb ea rin g . I n  th e  evening  
th e  D a n c e  B a n d  p lay e d  fo r  d an c in g  a t th e  21st 
C lu b  to  a h u g e  crow d. D u rin g  the  m o rn in g  of 
the  18th  th e  M ilita ry  B a n d  p lay ed  to  tro o p s d in in g  
in  th e  M o n tg o m e ry  C lu b , w h ile  in  th e  afte rn o o n , 
as a com ple te  c o n tra s t, a  co n cert w as g iven  to  the 
s ta ff a n d  p riso n ers  o f  N o . 25 M il ita ry  P riso n . H ere  
the  C o m m a n d a n t p ro v ed  to  be L ieu t.-C o lo n e l 
R ed d y  o f  o u r  o w n  reg im en t, w ho m ad e  us m ost 
welcom e, a n d  th e  co n cert w as v e ry  m u ch  a p p re ­
cia ted . In  the  even ing  th e  D a n c e  B an d  was 
ag a in  in  dem and, th is  tim e a t  th e  B ritish  O fficers’ 
C lu b . O n  th e  19th  a v isit to  th e  B ritish  J u n io r  
H o sp ita l in c lu d e d  a concert a n d  a  dance. I t  w as 
o n ly  a b rie f  s tay  in  B russels, how ever, a n d  on  
S u n d ay , th e  2 0 th , snow  fell h eav ily  an d  w e m oved 
to A n tw e rp  to  be b ille ted  w ith  th e  21 A .B .W . 
(R .E .M .E .) . O n  the  n ex t d ay  tw o concerts  w ere 
given in  the  S ta d sth e a tre  a t  M a lin e s . T h e  
aud iences w ere sm all, b u t  w'ere none th e  less 
p leased . O n  the  22n d , a ca ll on  th e  D a n c e  B an d , 
wrh o  p lay ed  a t  th e  21st C lu b  in  A n tw e rp  w ith  m u ch  
success. N o w  fo llow ed a  m o st in te re s tin g  jou rney , 
a n d  o u r  f irst g lim pse o f G e rm a n y , fo r  o n  th e  n ig h t 
o f th e  23 rd  the  B a n d  e n tra in e d  a t  A n tw e rp  an d , 
p assin g  th ro u g h  such  fam ous p laces as W esel, 
M u n s te r , O sn ab ru ck , H a n o v e r a n d  L u n e b e rg , even­
tu a lly  a rr iv ed  a t  H a m b u rg . F ro m  th ere  a fu r th e r  
jo u rn ey  b y  ro ad  saw  the  B a n d  w ith  th e  1st 
B a tta lio n  a t  L u b eck , w here o ld  frien d s  w ere m et in 
C o lone l G re e n , M a jo r  S w o rd  an d  R .S .M . M a rsh a ll. 
A  v ery  b r ie f  s ta y  ind eed  ( th o u g h  v e ry  en joyab le), 
one  w hich  in c lu d ed  p lay in g  a t  th e  D iv isio n a l C o m ­
m an d e r’s F arew ell In sp ec tio n  (aga in  the  w ea th er 
was b itte rly  cold), a lso  a t  the  finals o f  th e  D iv isio n  
b o x ing  (w hich  th e  1st B a tta lio n  w on), tro o p s ’ m id ­
d ay  m eal (w ho show ed th e ir  p leasu re  in  n o  sm all 
m an n er), a n d  a t  th e  O fficers’ M ess, w h ere  M a jo r  
H eyw ood renew ed acq u ain tan cesh ip  w ith  us. M o n ­
day , 28 th , fo u n d  the  B a n d  b ack  a g a in  a t  A n tw e rp  
w ith  an  even ing  p e rfo rm an ce  a t  a d in n er a n d  d ance 
a t th e  A llied  O fficers’ C lu b . T h e  n ex t th re e  days 
w ere sp en t w ith  concerts  to  the  45 R .H .U . 
(M alin es), 106 B ritish  G en era l H o sp ita l, a n d  a 
dance fo r  th e  21 A .B .V . F r id a y , 1st F e b ru a ry , 
was m o v in g  day, a n d  p roceed ing  b y  ro a d  via 
D u n k irk  (m an y  m em ories o f  1940 fo r  m an y  o f  the  
B and) a rr iv ed  a t  C ala is , b e in g  a tta c h ed  to  th e  112 
T ra n s i t  C am p . M o s t o f th e  tim e  h e re  w as sp en t 
in  p lay in g  to  the  troops w ho w ere p a ss in g  th ro u g h , 
b u t  a d iversion  w as c rea ted  w h en  th e  B a n d  p lay ed  
on  th e  quayside as th e  sh ip  th a t  w as b r in g in g  the 
first wives o f o u r  m en  overseas b e rth ed , a m id  m u ch  
excitem ent. T h e  nex t p lace  o f  c a ll w as to  a seaside 
reso rt o n  the  B elg ian  coast ca lled  B lan k en b erg h e , 
w here w e arriv ed  on  the  1 1 th , a n d  th e  R .A .F . p ro ­
v ided  v e ry  com fortab le  b ille ts . T h e  o p p o r tu n ity  
w as tak en  to  en joy  the  lovely  sands a n d  p rom enade .

D u r in g  the  perio d  h e re , concerts  w ere g iven  to  
the  E n g in eer T ra in in g  School a t  K n o ck e , 2226 
P .O .W . C a m p , Z edelghem  (tw ice), an d  2224



P .O .W . c a m p . S h a m s h u ip o , H o n g  K o n g ,  1942 . C a m p  b a n d  p la y in g  prisoners on  to  sçu a re  fo r  roll *

5 O .W . C a m p  a t  Jab b ek e . O n  S u n d a y , 17th , 
l ie  B a n d  p ro ceed ed  to  th e  R elease  E m b a rk a tio n  
C en tre  a t  T o u rn a i  fo r  a b r ie f  s tay , g iv in g  concerts  
¡o th e  tro o p s  in  th e  a t te n d a n t  N .A .A .F .I .  I h e n  
on th e  2 0 th  w e c o n tin u e d  th e  jo u rn e y  o n w ard s  to  
G h e n t, a n d  w ere  th e re  a tta c h e d  to  38 K .H .U . in  
a B e lg ia n  b a rra c k s . T h is  w as a q u ie t  p e rio d , th e  
on ly  p lay in g  b e in g  to  2232  P .O .W . C a m p  a t  
th e  38 R .H .U .,  a n d  a session  b y  th e  D a n c e  B an d  
a t  H .Q . O fficers’ M ess. O n  S u n d a y , 24 th , cam e 
th e  f irst v is it  to  H o lla n d , a n d  th e  B a n d  a m v e d  a t 
B re d a  a n d  th e n  b e g a n  a so m ew h at h e c tic  th ree  
days o f  tra v e llin g . C o n c e r ts  w ere g iv en  as 
fo llo w s :— 24 th ,  U .N .R .R .A . a t  H a a re n ;  25 th ,  
tro o p s  a t  N ijm e g e n ; 26 th ,  3r d  Je w ish  B a tta l io n  a t 
E in d h o v en . T h e  27 th  a n d  28*  fo u n d  thes B a n d  
a t  113 T r a n s i t  C a m p  a t  * e  H o o k  o f  H o lla n d , 
w h ere  e a rly  m o rn in g  co n certs  w ere  g iven  to  tro o p s 
re tu rn in g  f ro m  leave  w h ils t th e y  w ere aw a itin g  
tra in s  to  tak e  th e m  to  th e ir  d estin a tio n s . O n  F r i ­
d ay , 1s t M a rc h ,  a c o n cert w as g iven  to  th e  D u tc h  
p eo p le  in  * e  N .A .A .F .I .  O ffier R en k s’ C lu b  a t  * e  
H a g u e , w h ich  w as th o ro u g h ly  en jo y ed  b y  a la rg e  
a n d  ap p re c ia tiv e  au d ien ce . Im m effia te ly  a fte r  
th is  a p e rfo rm a n c e  w as g iven  in  th e  O fficers ' - ^ 0 ’ 
a n d  th e n  cam e a jo u rn e y  b ack  to  B red a  lU is  
w as a m o st h a z a rd o u s  a ffa ir  o f  sk ids a n d  slides on  
icy  ro ad s  a n d  a  w in d  * a t  b lew  th e  snow  in  a ll 
d irec tio n s . W e  h a d  tw o  q u ie t  days a t  B red a , an d  
in  th e  e a rly  h o u rs  o f  * e  4*  a n o th e r  t ra m  to  ca tc h  
f ro m  T ilb u rg ,  b u t  th is  tim e  o n ly  to  go as f a r  as 
O sn a b ru c k . F ro m  * e r e  M .T .  co n tin u e d  the

jo u m ey . a n d  * e  B a n d  a rr iv ed  a t  Cuxhaven_ 
sp en d  a few  days w ith  * e  1/ 7*  B a tta lio n , 
tim e w as sp e n t in  p lay in g  to  th e  Companies • 
d in n e r  tim e , an d  a b a n d  co n cert, a lso  a t  th e  OB® 
M ess, a n d  a t  tw o  o r  * r e e  dances. W e met _ 
f rie n d s  in  C a p t. T re s ta in  a n d  R .S .M . Rosa> 
also  M a jo r  Jaco b s. O n  th e  14th  we co n ro o *  
* e  jo u m e y  b ack  to  * e  U .K . w ith  a  Pleasaa „  
o v e r * e  N o r *  S ea to  H u l l ,  a n d  * e n c e  to  M ill Hi 
w h ere  o u r  in te re s tin g  a n d  v a lu a b le  expenen 
ceased.

S in ce  * e s e  h a p p e n in g s  * e  B a n d  o f  * e  M J *  
sex R e g im e n t h a s  b een  in fo rm ed  * a t  on  
J u n e , 1946 , i t  w ill h av e  * e  h o n o u r  o f playu« 
B u ck in g h am  P a lac e  o n  th e  o ccasion  o f a 
p a r ty  g iven  b y  T h e ir  M ajesties .

1s t  B A T T A L I O N  N E W S

P e rh a p s  * e  m o st im p o r ta n t  ev en t in  th is*  
q u a r te r  o f  * e  y ea r, a ffec tin g  * e  w h o  e 
h a s  b een  * e  ch an g e  o f g a rriso n . Q u ite  ear 
J a n u a ry  * e  a ir  was * i c k  w i *  m an y  con f  
ru m o u rs , a n d  cam p s a n d  b ille ts  s o u *  o f  th 
w'ere ex am in ed  w i *  g loom y fo rebod ing , 
a te lv  n o * in g  cam e o f * e s e  excursions and  in 
i t  was decided  th a t  * e  B a tta lio n  sh o u ld  becon#

O L  H )

Officers w ith  G .O .C .  15(5 ) D iv is io n  a n d  B rig a d e  C o m m a n d er  227  (N )  B rigade on  conclusion  o f
G .O .C .’s fa rew ell parade.

S upport B a tta lio n  to  the  G u a rd s  D iv isio n , w h ich  by  
early  sum m er was to take  over 8 th  C o rp s  area  in  
Schleswig H ols te in . W ith  th is  in  view , th e  B atta lio n  
was m oved to  R en d sb u rg  in  the  f irst h a lf  o f  F eb - 
[uary , c h an g in g  its h om ely  co m fo rtab le  b ille ts  in 
Lübeck for a ra th e r  sm all b lock  o f b a rrack s  in  
R endsburg. T h e  ch an g e  w as a g rea t d isa p p o in t­
m ent a t first, as m ost such  changes are , b u t  it has 
now been possib le to  take over som e fu rth e r  blocks 
in  a m ore m odern  b a rrack s  an d  the  B a tta lio n  is able 
to settle  itse lf in  m ore com fortab ly .

T h e  tow n o f R e n d sb u rg  is s itu a ted  a b o u t h a lf -w a y  
along the  K ie l C a n a l, a t  one o f the  few  railw ay  
and road  crossings o v er th e  can al. T h e  ra ilw ay  
r o n *  dom inates the  tow n , s tan d in g  as it does some 
180 feet above the  canal. I t  is g ra tify in g  to  find 
it was b u ilt  by  a B ritish  firm . T h e  ro ad  b rid g e  is 
a sw ing bridge o n  can al level w h ich  as o ften  as n o t 
^ fm s  to  hold  one u p  going  so u th  f ro m  th e  tow n.

ne tow n itse lf h as  none o f  the  in te res t o r p lea sa n t­
ness o f L übeck , a lth o u g h  in  the  sum m er th ere  w ill 

e easy  facilities fo r  b a th in g  a n d  yach tin g . F o r  
games th ere  is a towm g ro u n d  w ith  tw o  foo tba ll 
pitches, and  in  the b a rrack s  th ere  is a hockey p itch  
ton  the p a rad e  ground), a ru g g er  p itc h , an d  a first- 
ciass gym nasium  w hich  also serves fo r  indoor tennis, 
^adm inton, basket b a ll, an d  an  indoor c ricket net.

squash  co u rt is being  b u ilt  inside one co rn e r o f 
tnc gym nasium . T h e  ba rrack s , an  o ld  G erm an

A rtille ry  B arrack s , is com ple te  w ith  stab les  a n d  an  
in d o o r r id in g  school, in  w hich , u n d e r  th e  C o m m a n d ­
in g  O fficer, a series o f  E q u ita tio n  C ad res  is b e in g  
ru n , w ith  m u ch  am u sem en t an d  keenness.

T h e  B a tta lio n  com m itm en ts cover th e  w ho le  K re is  
o f R e n d sb u rg , w hich  the  In te llig en ce  O fficer m a in ­
ta in s  is th e  la rg e s t K re is  in  G erm an y . E x c e p t fo r  
R en d sb u rg , i t  is a com p le te ly  ru ra l  a rea , one  o f the  
best fa rm in g  d istric ts  in  th e  B ritish  Z one. C o m m it­
m en ts  a re  lim ited  to  g u a rd s  o n  ce rta in  s u p p ly  stores 
w ith in  the  tow n , a task  w hich  is now  sh a re d  p a r t ly  
w ith  th e  G e rm a n  Police . A n ti-B la c k  M a rk e t  p a tro ls  
a re  ca rried  o u t reg u la rly  u n d e r C a p t .  G e r ra rd , M .C ., 
w ho h as  a team  o f  G e rm a n  ex p erts  a n d  C .I .D .  
w ork ing  u n d e r h im , w ith  good resu lts . A  la rg e  
n u m b er  o f  accused  have b een  passed  to  M ilita ry  
G o v ern m en t fo r  tria l. A lth o u g h  som e tro u b le  was 
feared  a t  first, th ere  h as  been  v e ry  lit tle  active 
resistance  o n  a cco u n t o f  th e  c u t in  the  G e rm a n  ra tio n .

I t  is, o f  course, a g rea t h o n o u r  fo r  th e  B a tta lio n  
to  becom e a m em b er o f  th e  G u a rd s  D iv isio n  a n d  it 
w ill h ave  a g rea t exam ple to  live  u p  to. T h e  im m e­
d iate  effect has been  the  a p p e ara n c e  o f  b rass  c row ns 
an d  p ips o n  th e  officers’ sh o u ld ers  a n d  th e  ev er- 
w a tch in g  eye o f  the  G u a rd s  D iv isio n a l sign  h a s  tak en  
the  p lace  o f  the  R ed L io n  o f  S co tlan d . I t  is w ith  
g rea t reg re t th a t  we h ave  w a tch ed  th e  b rea k -u p  o f 
the  15th  (S .) D iv isio n , w ith  w hom  we h a d  been  in  
close association  since 1943, sh a rin g  a ll th e ir  fo r-



O u ts id e  B a tta lio n  H .Q . in  E id er  B a rra cks .

tu n es  a n d  b a ttle s , in  tra in in g , th ro u g h  th e  cam p a ig n  
a n d  in  o c c u p atio n . O u r  f r ie n d sh ip s  a n d  r iv a lrie s  
w ere sp read  a ll  o v er th e  D iv isio n , in  w hose reco rd , 
am o n g  th e  b es t in  N .W . E u ro p e , w e a re  p ro u d  to  
h av e  h a d  a sh a re . T h e  new  D iv isio n , a m o n g s t w hom  
w e h a v e  a lre a d y  b e g u n  to  m ak e  fr ie n d s  a n d  r iv a ls, 
a re  m ak in g  th e i r  p resen ce  fe lt  in  K ie l  o n  25 th  A p ril  
w ith  a  V ic to ry  P a ra d e , o n  w h ic h  a B a tta l io n  con­
tin g e n t w ill be  led  b y  M a jo r  T o w n en d .

T h e  B ox ing  T e a m  tak e  f irst h o n o u rs  in  th e  sp o rt­
in g  w o rld . V ic to ries  o v e r 10th  H .L .I . ,  7 th  S e a fo rth s , 
a n d  6 th  K .O .S .B . m ad e  th e  tea m  D iv is io n a l ch am ­
p ions. T h e  8 th  C o rp s  F in a l  w as su ccess fu lly  fo u g h t 
a g a in s t th e  1st C h e sh ire s , p u ttin g  th e  tea m  in  t t e  
sem i-fin al o f  th e  B .A .O .R . C h a m p io n sh ip ^  T h e  
sem i-final to o k  p lace  in  H a m b u rg  o n  lZ th  A p ril  
ag a in s t 5th  D .C .L .I . ,  o f  30th  C o rp s , a n d  b o th  team s 
w ere su p p o rte d  b y  la rg e  c row ds o f su p p o rte rs , i n e  
M id d lesex  tea m  s ta r te d  b a d ly  a n d  a t  th e  in te rv a l 
h a d  on ly  w on tw o  o u t  o f six  f igh ts. A f te r  th e  in te r-  
v a l, S g t. B urke , o n  w h o m  e v e ry o n e’s ho p es  w ere 
fixed, w as knocked  o u t ,  leav in g  fo u r  f igh ts a n d  fo u r 
w ins  n ecessary  fo r  a M id d lesex  v icto ry . C a p t .  J. 
S tu b b s , M .C .,  w ho h a s  b een  re sp o n sib le  fo r  the  
t ra in in g  o f the  tea m  th ro u g h o u t,  fo u g h t n ex t and  
w o n  h is  figh t, a n d  h is  ex am p le  w as fo llow ed  b y  C p l.

P h illip s ,  S g t. P o p le , a n d  P te . W ilso n  in  th e  la s t  three 
fights, g iv in g  us th e  r ig h t  to  f igh t in  th e  final b y  one 
po in t. T h e  team  h as  been  lu ck y  to  receive some 
firs t-c lass  ta le n t  in  d ra f ts  rea c h in g  us f ro m  th e  Ken­
s in g to n  R eg im en t a n d  the  8 th  M id d lesex . T h e  nna 
is to  be fo u g h t in  H a n o v e r  o n  26 th  A p ril  ag a in st tn 
E a s t  L a n c a sh ire  R eg im en t. ,

H o ck ey  h a s  p ro v ed  a v e ry  p o p u la r  a n d  successnn 
gam e th is  w in ter  an d  sp rin g . “  B  ” C o m p a n y  wo 
th e  In te r -C o m p a n y  L eag u e  w ith  a y o u n g  team , many 
o f w hom  w ill s till be w ith  th e  B a tta lio n  n e x t season. 
T h e ir  p lay  was fa s t a n d  h a rd -h i tt in g  if  somewna 
u n p o lish ed , b u t  the  C o m p a n y  h as  been  th e  mainstay 
o f th e  B a tta lio n  hockey , in  th a t  it w as alw ays able 
to p ro d u ce  m en  to p lay . T h e  B a tta lio n  side chang 
co n sid e rab ly  d u r in g  th e  season  o w in g  to  releases W  
w ere s till o f  v e ry  good s ta n d a rd  a t  th e  end. Unior 
tu n a te ly , o n  a d ay  w hen o n ly  a w eak  side was 
av a ilab le , th e  team  was knocked  o u t o f th e  8 th  cory  
C h a m p io n sh ip  b y  5th  R .T .R . ,

T h e  o ld  soccer side h as  com p le te ly  disappeared 
an d  we n ow  h e a r  new s o f  m em bers p lay in g  fo r leagu 
sides as c iv ilians . T h e re  is m u ch  talent-spotting 
going  o n  a m o n g st the  new com ers to  th e  Battalion- 
an d  bv  n ex t season  a usefu l team  sh o u ld  be in  sign^ 
“ D ”  C o m p a n y  a re  in  the  fina l o f  the  Garrison

Tdhe 2)ie-~JJardd ^Jle 2)¿e-̂ Jlarcls

E ntrance  to  E ider Barracks.

Knock-out C o m p e titio n , to  p lay  a g a in st an  R .A .F . 
team. In  the  5th  G u a rd s  B rigade  S en io r League 
we have p layed  fo u r  gam es an d  w on th ree , the  la te s t 
victory being  over the  1st C o ld stream  G u a rd s , w hom  
we beat 11— 1. T h e  s ix -a-s ide  C o m p a n y  L eague 
was won by  “  C  ”  C o m p an y . T h e  local G erm an  
team  has been p lay ed  tw ice an d  h o n o u rs  are  even. 
These m atches alw ays d raw  a b ig  c iv ilian  crow d and 
feeling ru n s  h ig h  th ro u g h o u t the  gam e.

I t  is hoped  to p lay  c ricket d u r in g  the  sum m er on 
one of the foo tba ll p itch es  w h ich  is now  be ing  ca re ­
fully  re tu rfed , w ith  nets fo r  p rac tice  on  the  hockey 
pitch in the  barrack s . L ieu t. C . A u s tin  is in  charge 

'r>!Ĉ et L /C p l .  A sh a ll to  assist h im . 
t h e  B a tta lio n  w on the  G a rr iso n  T a b le  T en n is  

League w ith one o f  its  team s, a n d  the  second team  
was also h ig h  on  th e  list.
, . C o n g ra tu la tio n s  a re  due  to  C a p t. A . B aym an  on 

h  ^  n ^ - t0  -^a re  on  M en tio n  in  D es­
patches. C .- in -C .’s C ertifica tes  h ave  been aw arded  

C  S g t. B lackw ood an d  C p l. M a llan d in e . and 
q ‘ s C ertificates to  C /S g ts .  B ishop  and  G roves, 

S*-5- P artr id g e , T a te ,  an d  F re em a n , C p ls . D ickie 
Breese, L /C p l .  S p u rg e , an d  P tcs. R ich ard so n  

and T an k ard .
Congratulations are also due to C a p t. Coulson on

his m arriag e  to a g irl fro m  S w eden w hom  h e  h a d  
the  good fo rtu n e  to  m eet d u r in g  h is w elfa re  w ork  
in  L übeck. T h e  w edd ing  was h e ld  a t  the  G a rr iso n  
C h u rc h  in L ü b eck  and  a recep tion  g iven  in  the  
C o u n try  C lu b  a t T ra v em ü n d e , w here the  h oneym oon  
s ta rte d  in the  best o f  w eather.

M a n y  changes h ave  tak en  p lace  in  the  B a tta lio n  
d u r in g  the  las t th ree  m o n th s , w h ich  h ave  seen the  
largest groups go o u t o f the  A rm y . T h e  lis t is f a r  
too long to p u b lish  in  fu ll, b u t am o n g st th em  were 
M a io r E llis , o f  “  B ”  C o m p an y , M a jo r  K li tz ,  o f 
“ H .O .,”  C ap ts . B aym an , L ivem ore, M aso n , Jo n es, 
an d  H ard in g . A m ongst the  O .R .s , “  A  ”  C o m p an y  
have lost C .S .M . G ou ld . C /S g t .  G ro v es , S g ts. F re e ­
m an , W oods, an d  H are , C p l. D ickie , an d  P te . Y oung . 
Sgt. R olfe  has  h an d ed  over the  M .T . o f “  B ”  C o m ­
p an y  an d  has joined Sg t. Ja n es , a lso  w ell rem em ­
bered  for his M .T . w ork in  “  B ”  C o m p a n y , as  a 
c iv ilian . “  C  ”  C o m p an y  h av e  lost S g t. W h ite  
am ongst m an y  o th ers . “  D  ”  C o m p a n y  h ave  lost 
C /S g t .  B ishop, Sgts. T u r n e r  an d  Inw ood , C p l. 
Breese, an d  o th er sta lw arts . “ H .Q .”  C o m p a n y  have 
lost Sgts. Brooks an d  D ay , C p l. B aker, an d  P tes. 
L aw rence , E gg le ton , an d  T y re ll . T o  a ll these an d  
all the  o th ers  w ho h ave  gone w ith o u t m en tion  we 
w ish the best of lu ck  an d  p ro sp e rity  as c iv ilians. In
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their place we have welcomed the drafts from 8th 
Middlesex and 2nd Kensingtons. C.S.M. Fuller is 
now with “ A ” Company; C/Sgt. Shelley, Sgts. 
Thom, Bur well, and Buckley with “B ” Company; 
Sgts. Landreth and Gilson with “ C Company; 
and Sgts. Stone, Burke, and Pople with “ D ” Com­
pany. In “ H.Q..” Sgt. Lundie is in charge of the 
Regimental Police, and Sgt. Macdonald with the 
M.T. Capt. W. Stoltenhoff and Capt. R. Archer 
have been attached from 54th R.H.U. since February 
but are now both about to be released. Capt. P. C. 
Barclay has taken over “ B ” Company on his arrival1 
from the Royal Northumberland Fusiliers. Othen 
new arrivals are Lieuts. J. McKenna and Holland, 
and 2/Lieut. B. Pielow. Major Beadnell has joined 
from the 8th Battalion Middlesex and has taken over 
command of “ C ” Company from Capt. L. Delaney, 
who now commands “ H.Q.” Company. More 
officers are still required to replace releases, and until 
they come officers of 28 Group are necessarily 
retained for further service.

E V E N T ID E  IN N O R M A N D Y

Soft sways the wheat in summer’s breeze. 
Wafted o’er the Channel’s rolling depths,
Rich comes the salt air, clean and fresh, 
Travelling as a message from the seas.
The west’ring sun’s last dying rays of light 
Gently kiss the fleeting clouds of coming dark 
Till, as racing balls of fire, they burst 
In beauteous glory—heralding the night.

Then, as darkness deepens, so the moon ascends— 
Cascading silver sheen across the lea,
Gliding wisps of cloud will brush his face—- 
He smiles on each as though they are his friends.

Soon to the south great fiery flashes rise.
The rolling boom of cannon rushes seaward.
Thor lifts high his heavy battle hammer 
To strike again and blind our aching eyes.

Swift the replies on rising night winds ride—
A breath of England comes to home-filled minds.
A light from the darkness, friend meets foe 
To guard the peace of Eventide.

I. F. GEORGE,
“ H.Q.” Company, 1st Middlesex.

Credit me not with a lordly name.
Heap upon my head no fame,
But put in my heart the gentle flame— 
The flame of Love.

I want no words of flattering praise, 
Nor yet another’s envious gaze.
Be with me, God. through all my days— 
That I may Love.

Give me a clean and honest mind.
Give me a soul to anger blind,
That I may be gentle, good and kind— 
And so be Loved.

1st B ATTALIO N  THE M IDDLESEX REGIMENT  (D.C.O.) BOXING TEAM ,1945/46. 
Winners 15(5) Division Inter-Unit Boxing Competition. Winners J , Corps District Inter-Uml Boxing

Competition. Runners-up in B.A.O.R■ Inter-Unit Boxing Competition.
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Give me the faith to banish greed.
Give me the power to sow Love’s seed. 
Give me these that I may lead 
A life of Love.

I. F. GEORGE,
“ H.Q.” Company, 1st Middlesex.

Tell me, friend of the people, pray,
Who is she who weds to-day ?
For whom do the gladdened peasants wait 
Without the church that stands sedate 
So high upon the sun-kissed hill,
Beside the splashing watermill ?

WHO ?

Who is the girl with the laughing eyes 
As bright and blue as the summer skies ?
Who is she so young and fair,
Tossing her waves of golden hair ?
Who is she who runs to school 
As fresh as a lily from the pool ?

Pray, who is the sturdy, growing lass,
Who skips and dances o’er the grass,
While the sweet young voice, upraised in song, 
Spurs on the woolly, bleating throng 
Of sheep she tends ? Who is she upon the moor ? 
Is she the girl they all adore ?

Please tell me, friend of the waving corn.
By whom is the child so newly bom,
Who meets this happy earth to-day 
That all the folk around are gay ?
Say, what is the mite wdio brings such joy—
Is it a girl or is it a boy ?

Oh, why is the sun so dim to-day;
Has someone beloved passed away ?
Why are the folk all deeply grieving so—
Is it to a funeral they go ?
For whom do the tears come welling from your eyes? 
Is it the girl with the laughing eyes ?

Battalion Hockey Team.
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Major-General C. M. Barber, C.B., D.S.O., G.O.C. 
15(5) Division, saying good-bye to the Battalion on 
its leaving 15(5) Division to join Guards Division.

N O T E S  F R O M  T H E  2nd B A T T A L IO N  
M ID D L E S E X  R E G IM E N T  (D .C .O .)

F e b ru a ry -A p ril, 1946

“ From the land of milk and honey to the land 
of the lotus; from road blocks, day and nigjit 
patrols, and eternal guards and fatigues to parading 
the torso around the shores of the Bitter Lake; from 
mud to sand. . . So writes one of our Com­
pany reporters, as 2nd Middlesex pays its second 
visit to Egypt since coming to the Middle East last 
October.

Our three or four months in Palestine ended at 
the beginning of April, and the general reaction to 
the return to Egypt was a feeling of relief. We 
had found the hills and greenery of Galilee a 
pleasant change after the barren sand of the Canal 
Zone, but, unfortunately, the general state of unrest 
and tension and the consequent heavy duties tended 
to spoil the pleasures the country had to offer. Life 
was, in fact, one continual round of guards, road 
blocks and patrols, and although we were never 
involved in serious trouble ourselves there was 
always a trying consciousness of tension and danger.

And then, of course, the weather was hardly on 
our side. When it’s fine in Palestine it’s glorious;

15/ Kensingtons’ Farewell Parade in 78 Infantry 
Division, Spittal, 5th April, 1946. Major- 
General R. K. Arbuthnott, C.B., C.B.E., D.S.O., 

M.C., G.O.C. 78 Infantry Division.

when it rains, it rains and rains, and the wind 
usually loses no opportunity of enhancing the dis­
comfort. It rained quite often while we were 
there, and we are not likely to forget the liquid 
mud of Jalama or the sticky clay of Ramat David, 
the leaking tents or the straining guy ropes.

On the brighter side, Battalion sport flourished 
in Palestine. Under Major Clayden’s energetic 
leadership soccer, rugger, hockey, boxing and cross­
country running were all indulged in enthusias­
tically. Our soccer team got as far as the semi­
final in the 3 Division Knock-out, but were then 
defeated by the 7th Field Regiment, R.A. E*flte'  
ment ran high when we reached the rugger final, 
but the season closed down on a note of anti­
climax after our rather surprising defeat at the 
hands of the Lincolns. The last hockey match be­
fore leaving Palestine was a victorious one in which 
the Lincolns were our victims.

Within the Battalion the Inter-Platoon Soccer 
Competition reached its climax recently when 12 
Platoon “ D ” Company beat 4 Platoon “ B ” Com- 
pany. ,

At the moment sport is slack, but there s no 
doubt that athletics will be claiming our energies 
shortly, and we look forward to cricket and tennis. 
Swimming in the Bitter Lake is already a very 
popular pastime.

A big event before leaving Palestine was, or 
course, the departure of the far-famed 27 Group. 
For a long time previously there had been a steady 
trickle of individual releases, but the mass exodus

15/ Kensingtons’ Farewell Parade in 78 Infantry Division, Spinal, 5th April, 1946. Major-General R. K. 
Arbuthnott, C.B., C.B.E., D.S.O., M.C., G.O.C. 78 Infantry Division, followed by the A f C.O.,

Major N. G. Gilbert.

we witnessed on the morning of 12th March was 
unprecedented. As a result we have been missing 
a lot of familiar faces. We were sorry to lose 
them, but wish them—and all our demobees— 
the very best of luck and every success in ciwie 
street (and we hope they will all write often and 
maintain our old contacts). At the time of writ- 
mg, 29 Group are on the eve of their departure. 
And so it goes on, the face of the Battalion chang­
ing continually.

Our present camp is at Fayid on the Suez- 
Ismailia road, about six miles north of our 
November-December station at Fanara. The camp 
is a large one—we get plenty of exercise walking 
about—and accommodation is ample. We have a 
very good N.A.A.F.I. of our own, an education 
centre still in the process of being organised, and 
a reading and writing room. Within easy reach 
of the camp there are two cinemas with frequent 
changes of programme, services shops, churches of 
a*J ^nominations, and several canteens, in 
addition to Officers’, W.O.s’ and Sergeants’ and 
Junior O.R.s’ lidos on the Bitter Lake. The town 
°* Ismailia is 20 miles distant.

Now that we are free once again from operational 
commitments, training is coming into its own. 
education, now to be regarded as a definite part 
or military training, is in the throes of reorganisa- 
ion in preparation for the starting in June of the

newr Army Education Scheme, which will provide 
for compulsory formal education for all in 45 Group 
and above. Testing and grading into three classes 
of English and arithmetic is being carried out now\ 

In spite of printing and financial difficulties—and 
a certain shyness on the part of contributors! — 
which tend to make publication somewhat spas­
modic, our magazine, “ The Chad,” survives and 
develops. It is becoming an established feature 
of Battalion life and is popular among former 
members of 2nd Middlesex now demobbed or with 
other units. For any who are not already sub­
scribers, application can be made to “ The Chad,” 
2nd Middlesex, M.E.F. Publication is normally 
monthly, and the subscription rate 2s. 6d. for three 
months (or three issues).

1s t  B A T T A L IO N  P R I N C E S S  L O U I S E S *  
K E N S IN G T O N  R E G IM E N T

Towards the end of March we received orders to 
convert to an infantry battalion. Together with 
this bombshell came news that we were to move 
to the Naples area for garrison duties. Within 
a matter of hours we were told that Naples was 
merely a springboard for a further move to Greece.

)̂he Sbie-^JJardi
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T h e  M ove
Our life from then on can only be described as 

hectic. All our equipment was to be handed in 
to Villach, 30 miles away; our ammunition to St. 
Veit, 100 miles away; our wheeled vehicles to Graz, 
150 miles away; whilst our carriers and armoured 
cars had to be despatched by rail to Italy. In the 
midst of all this excitement we had a farewell 
ceremonial parade for the Divisional Commander.

To add to our difficulties we only had 250 men 
available. Furthermore, “ D ” Group was only 
relieved from Mallnitz 48 hours prior to the move 
and the detachment of one platoon at Kellerberg, 
12 hours before. Nevertheless, we left a vast 
army of officers and men, due for release, in 
Spittal, and we hope that they managed to tidy up 
after our hurried departure. .

It was very sad to have to leave lovely Austria, 
but we count ourselves extremely fortunate in 
having enjoyed that Shangri-La for close on a year. 
Our journey south was interesting, in so tar as 
we travelled through country over which the 
Battalion had fought. Many old sweats could be 
heard giving some excellent running commentaries.

A rr iv a l in Ita ly
Our destination in the Naples area was a tran­

sit camp at Afragola. This town has only two

claims to fame. It is the birthplace of that 
arch-gangster A1 Capone, and it must also be the 
foulest town in all the five continents. The vast 
majority of the inhabitants are criminals. Lieut. 
Orchard lost all his kit from the back of a 15 cwt. 
truck whilst passing through the town. 1 he 
canopy of the truck was securely lashed down ana 
the truck was never at a standstill. To prevent 
such thefts, some units are in the habit of inserting 
razor blades in the top of the vehicle tail boards. 
Another ruse is to secrete an enthusiast in the bacK 
of the lorry, who welcomes all visitors in no uncer­
tain terms.

A rr iv a l o f R e in fo rc em en ts
We soon settled down under canvas at Afragola. 

The Regimental red and grey signboards were 
quickly in evidence and the Regimental flag flying 
in the breeze. Hardly before we had time to 
settle down, we were inundated with callers °fier" 
in* help. No one could have been kinder than 
the Staff at G.H.Q., C.M.F., at Caserta, 30 miles 
away. They are producing four officers for us 
and 360 men’from the Cheshire Regiment. Two 
hundred of the latter have already arrived and 
have settled in well. There is no doubt that 
there is a very real affinity between the tour 
Machine Gun Regiments.

^le  St^ie-̂ Jfardi

Farewell Parade in 78 Infantry Division, Spinal, 5th April, 1946. The remnants of “B" and “C” Groups, 
commanded by Major J. A. Nurse.

Releases

As is happening all over the world, the Battalion 
has changed in a most amazing way. Since the 
last issue of the journal we have lost 3 Majors, 
8 Captains and 5 Subalterns, together with 250 
men. Another sad loss has been Lieut. Edge­
combe, the Q.M., who has been with the Regiment 
for so many years and is now about to be 
released. Nevertheless, we will all be meeting 
again one day, thanks to the magnificent efforts 
being made by the Regimental Associations of 
both the Middlesex and the Kensington Regiments 
to foster regimental esprit de corps through 
periodical gatherings and club meetings.

The V oyage to G reece

The Battalion was up before dawn on 20th April, 
and by 7 a.m. was on the way to the docks. Our 
f“iP turned out to be a converted collier, the 

Empire Eddvstone.” It is a very new boat 
and that is all that can be said for it. She can 
best be described as a ship of 10,000 tons with 
one funnel and a deck. There are three holds.

ne is reserved for Officers and W.O.s and the 
ottier two house the rest of the Battalion. Never­

theless, the weather has been kind to us and the 
voyage is only one of three days.

S p ort

During March, spring came to Austria and the 
snows began to disappear. Skis were put away 
and footballs appeared. B.T.A. and 78 Division 
produced a ravishing programme of sport for us 
and we started in with a vengeance. But all our 
efforts and hopes came crashing to the ground 
when orders for our move put an end to our train­
ing. Now that we have been strongly reinforced 
we will be able to start all over again when we 
settle down in Greece. Our hopes are to emulate 
the 1st Middlesex, and we congratulate them on 
their terrific performances in the boxing and hockey 
world of the B.A.O.R.

During January and February skating and ice 
hockey became very popular. TLe ice hockey rink 
was full every evening with Kensingtons waltzing 
with pretty and expen Austrian frauleins.

T r a n s fe r  to M .E .F.

Only recently has Greece been handed over to 
M.E.F. from C.M.F. Now we are together with
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27th  BATTALION MIDDLESEX REGIMENT (D.C.O.)

2 /llh  Middlesex marching through Jerusalem lor church parade, /¡ugusr, lyno.

General Sir Bernard Paget arriving u-ith Lieut.-Colonel 
Robbins at Cairo Cathedral, 23rd December, 1945, on the 
occasion of “ disbandment ” service for 2 /lth  Middlesex. 
Lieut.-Colonel J. W. G. Ormiston is behind with the A.D.C.

G.O.C. Palestine and Transjordan 
inspecting Guard of Honour of 2/lth  
Middlesex on the occasion of the pre­
sentation of a field gun to Supreme 

Moslem Council, August, 1945.
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the 2nd Middlesex, and we hope to be meeting 
them soon, if not actually, then in the field of 
sport. Our final destination after Greece is in 
the lap of the gods. It would be unkind to 
publish all the rumours we have heard. But by 
the time that the next journal is published we will 
know and we hope that we will have finally settled 
down in a permanent home and be finished with 
all these temporary moves.

I 10th B A T T A L IO N  M ID D L E S E X  R E G IM E N T
(D .C .O .)

The Benevolent Fund of the above Regiment is 
still in existence. By the terms of the original 
charter its funds may only be spent on assistance 
to ex-members of this Battalion. It may be that 
among our readers—though we hope not—there 
are some old 1/1 Oth Battalion people requiring 
financial assistance. If such is the case they 
should apply to Lieut.-Colonel C. Jarrett, D.S.O., 
T.D., at Redlands, Bulstrode Way, Gerrards Cross, 
Bucks.

L T . G. S . B L A C K A B Y

This officer was killed in the fighting in Hong- 
Kong, and his father, Mr. N. A. Blackaby, of 18 
Trentwood Side. Enfield, Middlesex, has been 
trying for some time now to contact any member 
of the old 1st Battalion who was with him when he 
died. If any of our readers has any information 
likely to assist Mr. Blackaby would they be good 
enough to write to him or to the Editor at Inglis 
Barracks, Mill Hill. London, N.W.7.

l e t t e r  r e c e i v e d  b y  t h e  e d i t o r

“ Jesmond House,”
23 Richmond Road, 

Cardiff.
16th March, 1946.

D ea r  M a jo r  K e m p s t e r ,— M a n y  th an ks fo r 
your letter o f  the 8th  in stan t. I t  w i l l  c e rta in ly  

a p leasu re  to  m e to co n trib u te  to the p a g e s  o f 
Th e  D i e -H a r d s  a g a in .

I "onder if you would care to publish the 
enclosed article which I have just written on the 
work of the R.A.P.C. I am afraid it is a branch 
of the service of which nothing is known by the 
average soldier, and perhaps it would be of 
interest to them to know something of the Corps 
which handles (thev mav think mishandles' their pay.

More than one old Middlesex Regiment member, 
R A P ^ Cer and ol^er ran^s> has transferred to the 
l u -^r- Davies, who is the chief civilian

« » « h e  Army Pay Office at Manchester, is an 
. L)Id Contemptible ” who won the Military Medal 
Vi * 18 war with the “  Die Hards,” and
* lajor Cubitt is another ex-Die Hard now serving

2 /lth  Middlesex marching through the streets of 
Jerusalem “ to preserve calm ” on Eve of Day of 
Atonement, 1945. (N.B. Calm was preserved!')

in the R.A.P.C. Incidentally, the latter did some 
very fine work in the last days in France before 
the evacuation in 1940, so I heard from some of 
the men who had been with him.

Yours sincerely,

R. M a u r i c e  H i l l .

T H E  R O Y A L  A R M Y  P A Y  C O R P S  
B y C A P T A IN  R. M A U R IC E  H IL L ,

R .A .P .C . (T .A .R .O .)

There are few, if any, units of the British 
Army whose daily labours are of more importance 
to even.' serving member of the British Army 
than the Royal Army Pay Corps; and it is equally 
certain that there are few, if any. units whose 
work is less understood or appreciated by the rest 
of the Army. Part of the work is carried out 
in large pay offices at home or in certain stations 
overseas, and seeing these, many people are apt 
to jump to the conclusion that these represent 
the whole work of the Corps. Such a conclusion 
is very far from correct. The big pay offices 
represent only one side of the work. There is 
another, and vitally important, side of it; work 
which is done by small detachments, usuallv con­
sisting of a field cashier, a clerk and a driver bat­
man.

But first a few words as to the history of the 
Corps. Until 1878 even.' Regiment had its own 
Paymaster, a commissioned officer who looked
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after its pay and accounts and formed an integral 
part of the regiment, but in that year the Army Pay 
Department was formed, to which all these officers 
were then transferred. Prior to 1878, a Pay­
master wore the usual uniform of the regiment 
to which he had been gazetted. For instance, the 
Paymaster of The Buffs wore a scarlet tunic with 
buff facings, the Paymasters of the 57th and 77th 
a scarlet tunic with yellow facings, and so on 
throughout the infantry of the line, with the usual 
blue trousers and shako of the period. The Pay­
masters of cavalry regiments or riñe regiments 
wore the appropriate uniform of their own unit. 
Upon formation of the Army Pay Department the 
uniform of all Paymasters was changed to blue 
with yellow facings, the officers' headgear in full 
dress being a cocked hat with hanging plumage 
of white and yellow swans’ feathers; a type of head­
dress which has on more than on occasion caused 
captains of the Army Pay Department to be 
received with the honours usually reserved for 
general officers. The old blue and yellow colour 
scheme is still preserved in the blue patrol uniform 
and in the coloured caps authorised for wear when 
off duty, as well as in the “arm of the service ” 
strips worn in battle dress by members of the corps. 
It is also commemorated in the title of the regi­
mental march “ Primrose and Blue,” composed by 
Staff Sergeant-Major H. Levering, R.A.P.C., which 
has the distinction of being the only regimental 
march in the British Army composed by a serving 
Sergeant-Major. The yellow facings have given 
rise to the nickname of “ Canaries ” applied to the 
corps.

It was not until 1893 that non-commissioned 
officers and men employed on pay duties (hitherto 
borrowed for that purpose from all other units^ 
were formed into the Army Pay Corps. The 
curious system by which the officers belonged to 
the Army Pay Department and the men to the 
Army Pay Corps continued until the end of the 
1914-18 war, when they were united as The Royal 
Army Pay Corps. The badge of the corps is the 
Royal Crest of England (the lion and crown), 
with the motto “ Fide et Fiducia ” (“ By Faith 
and Confidence **) beneath it.

The official historian of the Great War of 
1914-18 has paid tribute to the good work of the 
field cashiers, of whom he has said: “ Although 
they had the responsibilities of bank managers they 
had none of their safeguards.” In the World War 
so recently ended, the field cashiers of the corps 
have carried out their duties, always highly 
responsible, and often arduous and dangerous, in a 
manner which has earned commendation from 
many Generals, including Montgomery and 
Alexander. Of their services one national news­
paper said: M Where a Guardsman can go with 
his bayonet, there the Royal Army Pay Corps must 
penetrate with its little tin boxes. It has lived 
up to its motto ' Whatever the dangers we always 
get through with the pay.' From the point of 
view of our troops in Libya the pay got through, 
strangely, unaccountably, to the remotest parts of 
the desert. But it isn’t strange or unaccountable. 
It is largely guts—guts on the part of fellows so 
many people regard as non-combatants, the men 
of the Royal Army Pav Corps who get the money
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through by truck, aeroplane or even camel out m 
the wilds. In the East African campaign, dis­
tributing money over an area of a million square 
miles, the R.A.P.C., moving in small, armed parties, 
often got ambushed and had to fight their way 
through—but they always did get through with 
the cash.”

It is because the corps overseas usually works 
in such small isolated detachments that its work 
is apt to pass unrecognised and remain unknown 
to the world at large. But one item of news 
which did slip past the censor in the dark days of 
1940 was the following report: ‘“The Royal Army 
Pay Corps suffered heavy casualties when the liner 
Lancastria was sunk during the French evacuation. 
Some survivors were taken from the water after 
three or four hours—still clutching satchels con­
taining twenty thousand pounds. There were 
many gallant deeds by the ‘ Ink Slingers ’ that day.” 
As long ago as 1906 it was ordered that the 
Command Pay Office Staff at Malta should be 
allotted duties in assisting the garrison gunners 
whenever the island’s defences were manned, and 
during the long siege of the George Cross Island 
the detachment of the R.A.P.C. sustained many 
casualties. When Singapore was about to fall, 
the ~5th Detchment, R.A.P.C., having emptied 
their kit bags of all personal possessions and packed 
them with currency and official documents of the 
most important nature captured a ship in harbour, 
at the point of the bayonet, worked it through 
thousands of miles of sea to Java, and thence to 
Australia, fighting off hostile bombers with no 
other arms than their rifles and narrowly missing 
being taken by the Japanese fleet.

In peace time there is no direct recruitment to 
the R.A.P.C., the officers of the corps being trans­
ferred .after a probationery period^ after having 
first spent some years as commissioned officers in 
the combatant arms of the service; while the other 
ranks also enter the R.A.P.C. after a period of 
probation, after first spending some years in a 
combatant unit. Promotion up to the rank of 
Sergeant is on a time basis for Regular members 
of the R.A.P.C., and in addition to a high pro­
portion of Warrant Officer ranks they are also 
eligible for commissions, as a certain proportion 
of these are reserved for selected other ranks of the 
R.A.P.C., who can be commissioned direct into 
their own corps as Assistant Paymasters.

The R.A.P.C. serve in all the principal m il i t a n  

stations at home and abroad; India is not normally 
one of their stations, but during the late war large 
detachments of the corps have been sent there, and 
strong units of the corps are still serving in India.

H.R.H. Princess Arthur of Connaught is Colonel- 
in-Chief of the Royal Army Pay Corps, an appoint­
ment in which she succeeded her late husband. 
H.R.H. Prince Arthur of Connaught. The senior 
officer of the corps on the active list is known as 
the Pavmaster-in-Chief, this very important 
appointment being held at the present time by 
Major-General R. G. Sianham, C.B.E. who served 
in The Buffs before transferring to The Roval 
Army Pay Corps.

R. M a u r i c e  H i l l .
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MIDDLESEX ARMY CADET FORCE

The object of this short article is to make known 
to all readers of The Die-Hards the ways and means 
by which they can assist the .Middlesex Army Cadet 
Force in the important task which that Force is 
performing. A special appeal to join the Force 
is made to ex-Officer&, Warrant Officers and
N.C.O.s who have experience in modem warfare.

All will be aware of the existence of the Army 
Cadet Force and that it enrols boys between the 
ages of 14 and 18 years, but not, possibly, of the 
present position and development.

The object of the Army Cadet Force, as defined 
in the Regulations, is “ to give mental, moral and 
physical training to boys, and so to form the
character of each to enable him to start well in
life and to develop in him the principles of
patriotism and good citizenship. Thus will be 
brought out qualities of self-confidence, self-respect 
and ability to face and accept responsibility with 
the power to control himself and others.”

The A.C.F. is particularly designed to afford 
pre-entry training for the Army.

The Army Council, in a recent policy letter on 
the Army Cadet Force, have stated that “ The 
Council believe that at no time in the history of 
this country has there been such an urgent need 
for training youth in the qualities of self-respect 
and respect for the community at large. Tliey 
have been authorised by HJML Government to main­
tain the Army Cadet Force as an efficient organisa­
tion,- and they conceive it to be their duty to w*eld 
the administration of that Force into the life of the 
community on the one hand and of the Army on 
the other. They believe that the mechanisms 
of the three Defence Services provide a ready and 
efficient means of furthering this object, and for 
their part they intend to support the interests of 
Army Cadets by every means at their disposal.”

The letter goes on to make it clear that “ the 
training and organisation of the Army Cadet Force 
are modelled not merely upon military requirements, 
but upon the social and recreational development 
of boys during the period of years before they are 
called upon to enter one of the adult Services. Its 
club and recreational activities represent a social 
rather than a military feature.”

In Middlesex there are nine units of the Army 
Cadet Force—one Regiment and eight Battalions, 
each of a varying number of sub-units situated to 
cover the area allotted.

As has been previously stated, the urgent need is 
for more Officers, W.O.s and N.C.O.S to train and 
lead the cadets. The most pressing need is for 
young war-experienced Officers and N.C.O.s, the 
latter with a knowledge of physical training. All 
those who have been recently released from the 
Services are requested to consider how they can 
help the local Cadet unit. If you are not able 
to join the Force surely you know of someone who 
is suitable and can persuade him to join, or perhaps 
you may be able to help in some other way.

Secretaries of “ Die-Hards ” Clubs are requested 
to ensure, if they have not already done so, that 
they are in touch with the local Cadet unit. Close 
liaison will be to the mutual advantage of both, as 
there are many obvious ways in which one can 
help the other.

Officers, who are considering joining the Force, 
are requested to write to The Secretary, County 
Cadet Committee, 18, Grosvenor Gardens, London. 
S.W.l, or to get in touch with the local unit direct.

All others who are interested are requested to get 
into touch with the local unit. In order to facilitate 
this details of the units in Middlesex are: —

Headquarters.
Unit. Name of C.O. Address.

61st i.Mx.) A.A. (C.' Lt.-Col. J. Hugh- Drill Hall. Deansbrook 
Regt. R.A. Jones. Road, Edgware.

1 (C) Bn. Mx. Regt. Lt.-Col. W. Wil- Drill Hall. Northolt
son, M.B.E. Road, Roxeth.

2 (C.) Bn. Mx. Regt. Lt.-Col. C. D. K. Drill Hall, Elmgrove Road.

3 (C. Bn. Mx. Regt

■* 6 (C.) Bn. Mx. 
Regt.

5 (C.) Bn. Mx. Regt. 

(C. Bn. Mx. Regt.

8 (C. Bn. Mx Regt.

9 (C.) Bn. Mx. Rest.

Wallace.

Lt.-Col. S. H. 
Short. O.B.E.

Lt.-Col. F. L.
Pettman. 

Lt.-Col. C. A. 
Taylor, MC. 
Lt.-Col. J. F. 

Lorner.

Lt.-Col. B. J.
Pielow. 

Lt.-Col. G. H. 
Knight.

South Harrow.

Drill Hall, Priory Road. 
Hornsey, N.8.

Drill Hall. High Road. 
Tottenham. N.17. 

Drill Hall, Stamford 
Brook, W.6.

Drill Hall. Hampton 
Hill.

Hall. Hayes 
Southall.

Bridge,

Drill Hall. Pound Lane. 
Wülesden. N W 10.

Tel. No.
EDGware

3016
BYRon
2046.

HARrow
2132.

MOUntview
5308.

TOT tenham 
5320.

RI Versi de 
1004.

MOLesev
1899.

SOUthall
3207.

WILlesden
1449.

Recruiting .Area. 
Edgware, Finchlev. 

“ Mill Hill. 
County.

Uxbridge. South 
Harrow. W eald-

stone. 
Hornsey. High gate. 
Enfielvi. Wood 

Green. 
Tottenham. 
Edmonton.

W.6, Acton, Eal­
ing, Hanwell.
T wickenham. 

Hounslow. Staines. 
Sunbury. 

Hayes Bridge. 
Hayes. 

Wiüesden. W emb- 
lev. Stonebridge.
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CHERRYBLOSSOM
BOOT POLISH

/  ^  ^  B la c k ,B r o w n T o n c ttc
/  Tins 3d and 6  d

Ce/AO CHISWICK PROOUCTS LTD.. LONDON W.4

INSTRUMENTS BOUGHT FOR CASH 

P A R T  E X C H A N G E S  A C C E P T E D

Phone : 
TEMPLE BAR 9919THE

SAXOPHONE
SHOP has a fine range of 

S A X O P H O N E S

---------------  C L A R I N E T S

&  T R U M P E T S
R E P A I R S
Com plete o ver­
h a u ls , p la t in g  
and lacquering

M O U T H P IE C E S 
PADS, SPRINGS

by 
Conn, Buescher, Selmer, etc. 

A lso
STRING BASSES, AC C O RD IO N S, 
FLUTES, DRUM KITS, CYM BALS, 

WIRE BRUSHES

1 5 6 ,  S H A F T E S B U R Y  A V E N U E ,  C A M B R I D G E  

C I R C U S ,  W . C . 2  (opposite Feldmans Music Publishers)

HERBERT & MILLS,
LTD.

75 GREAT PORTLAND STREET, 

LONDON, W.l

CAR SPECIALISTS
NEW AND SECONDHAND

E S T A B L IS H E D  2 5  Y E A R S

C A R S  T A K EN  IN P A R T  E X C H A N G E  

HIRE P U R C H A SE  TERM S A R R A N G E D

L A N G H A M  3 5 0 6 / 7

Send for 
Illustrated Lise

I K h i lLTD.

CAMBRIDGE CIRCUS  
L O N D O N  W.C.2
Telephone TEMple Bar 1814 (7 lines)

ALDERSHOT • CAMBERLEY • NEW ARK • OXFORD


