


i J h e  U ^ ) ie

THE J O U R N A L  O F  THE M I D D L E S E X  R E G I M E N T

(.U -)ule 0̂  C^ambridÿe i  O w n )

VOL. VII. No. 1. SEPTEMBER, 1944 PRICE V
THE M ID DLESEX REGIM ENT (DUKE OF C A M B R ID G E'S  O W N )

1  he Plume of the Prince of Wales. In each of the four corners the late Duke of Cambridge’s Cypher and Coronet. 
“ Mysore,” “ Seringapatam,” “ Albuhera,” “ Ciudad Rodrigo," “ Badajoz,” " Vittoria," “ Pyrenees," “ Nivelle,” “ Nive,” 
“ Peninsular," "Alm a,” “ Inkerman," “ Sevastopol," “ New Zealand,” “ South Africa, 1879,” " Relief of Ladysmith,” “ South 

( Africa, 1900-02.”
The Great War—46 Battalions— '' Mons,” “ Le Cateau," “ Retreat from Mons," “ Mame, 1914,” “ Aisne, I9i4,'i8," “ La Bassée, 1914,”
“ Messinçs, 1914, ’17, ’18," “ Armentières, 1914,” “ Neuve Chapelle," “ Ypres, 1915, '17, *18,” “ Gravenstafel,” “ St. Julien," “ Frezenberg,"
“ Bellewaarde,” “ Aubers." " Hooge, 1915." “ Loos," “ Somme, 1916, ’18,” “ Albert, 1916, ’18,” “ Bazentin,” " Delville Wood,”
“ Pozières,” “ Ginchy,” “ Flers-Courcelette,” “ Morval,” “ Thiepval," “ Le Transloy.” “ Ancre Heights," “ Ancre, 1916, ’i8 ,” . .“ Bapaume, 
1917, ’ 18," “ Arras, 1917, ’18," “ Vimy, 1917,” “ Scarpe, 1917, ’18," “ Arleux,” “ Pilckem,” “ Langemarck, 1917,” " Menin Road,” 
“ Polygon Wood,” “ Broodseinde,” “ Poelcappelle," “ Passchendaele,” “ Cambrai, 1917, '18,” “ St. Quentin,” “ Rosières,” “ Avre,” 
“ Villers Bretonueux," “ Lys,” “ Estaires,” “ Hazebrouck," “ Bailleul,” “ Kemmel," “ Scherpenberg,” “ Hindenburg Line,” “ Canal 
du Nord," " St. Quentin Canal,” “ Courtrai,” “ Selle,” “ Valenciennes," “ Sambre,” “ France and Flanders, 1914-18,” “ Italy, 
1917-18," “ Struma,” “ Doiran, 1918,’.’ “ Macedonia, 1915-18," “ Suvla,” “ Landing at Suvla,” “ Scimitar Hill," “ Gallipoli, 1915," 
“ Rumani,” “ Egypt, 1915-17." “ Gaza,” " E l Mughar,” “ Jerusalem,” " Jericho," “ Jordan,” "Tell ’Asur,” “ Palestine, 1917-18,” 

"Mesopotamia, 1917-18,” “ Mumian, 1919," “ Dukhovskaya," “ Siberia, 1918-19.”

Regular and Militia Battalions.

1st Bn. (57th Foot). 2nd Bn. (77th Foot). *
5th Bn. (Royal Elthome Militia).
6th Bn. (Royal East Middlesex Militia).
Depot—Mill Hill. Records Office, Ashford, Mddx.
Pay Office—Kensington.

Allied Regiments of Canadian Militia.
The Prince of Wales Rangers (Peterborough

Regiment) (M.G.) . . Peterborough, Ontario.
The Wentworth Regiment . .  Dundas, Ontario.
The Middlesex and Huron Regiment . .  London, Ontario.

57th Bn.
Allied Battalion of Australian Infantry.

Territorial Army Battalions

1/7th Bn. 2/7th Bn. 8th Bn.
9th Bn. (------- L.A.A.R.A.).
1st and 2nd Bns. Princess Louise’s Kensington Regiment.

Affiliated A A Units of the Territorial Army

  (7th City of London) Searchlight Regiment R.A.
  (St. Pancras) Searchlight Regiment R.A.

Allied Regiment of New Zealand Military Forces
The Taranaki Regiment . .  . .  New Plymouth.

Colonel of the Regiment :
Colonel M. Browne, M.C., D.L.

Officer Commanding Depot : 
Major A. W. Clarke, O.B.E.

Agents—Lloyds’Bank Limited, Cox & King’s Branch.
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Editor: Capt. G. E. Moore, 24th Middlesex Bn. H.G.

I n  A u g u s t  1 9 3 9  t h i s  c o l u m n  w a s  w r i t t e n  f o r  
w h a t  w a s  t o  p r o v e  t o  b e  t h e  l a s t  o c c a s i o n  f o r  f i v e  
y e a r s ,  a l t h o u g h  t h a t  f a c t  w a s  n o t  r e a l i s e d  a t  t h e  
t i m e .

N o w ,  l i k e  t h e  P h o e n ix ,  a r i s e s  f r o m  t h e  a s h e s  o f  
t h i s  f i v e - y e a r - o l d  w a r ,  “  T h e  D i e - H a r d s , ”  a l b e i t  i n  
a  s l i g h t l y  u n f a m i l i a r  f o r m ,  t h o u g h  w i t h  t h e  o ld  
f a m i l i a r  c o v e r .

A s  y o u  w i l l  s e e  b y  t h e  m e s s a g e s  f r o m  C o l .  B r o w n e ,  
L o r d  R o c h d a l e ,  W .  R .  C le m e n s  a n d  o t h e r s ,  t h e  
p o l i c y  o f  t h i s  r e v i v e d  J o u r n a l  i s  t o  f o s t e r  a  f a r  
g r e a t e r  a n d  m o r e  a c t i v e  i n t e r e s t  i n  i t s  R e g i m e n t  
o n  t h e  p a r t  o f  t h e  C o u n t y .

I n  t h i s  f i r s t  a u s t e r i t y  i s s u e ,  t h e  e m p h a s i s  is  
p l a c e d  o n  m e s s a g e s  o f  g o o d w i l l  b o t h  f o r  n o w  a n d  
p o s t - w a r .

D u r i n g  t h e  y e a r s  b e t w e e n  t h e  a p p e a r a n c e  o f  
V o l .  V I  N o .  9  a n d  V o l .  V I I  N o .  1 s o  m a n y  t h i n g s  
h a v e  h a p p e n e d  t h a t  i t  i s  i m p o s s i b l e  e v e n  t o  t o u c h  
o n  a l l  t h e  e v e n t s ,  a n d  w e  h o p e  t h a t  o u r  r e a d e r s  w i l l  
a c c e p t  t h e  g a p s  w h i c h  a r e  e v i d e n t  a n d  h a v e  p a t i e n c e  
u n t i l  "  S E C U R I T Y  ”  a n d  ”  P A P E R  C O N T R O L , ”  
t h o s e  t w o  h y d r a - h e a d e d  m o n s t e r s ,  w h i c h  b e s e t  a n y  
p r e s e n t - d a y  E d i t o r ,  h a v e  b e e n  f i n a l l y  l a id  i n  t h e  
d u s t .

B u t  a l l  t h e s e  t h i n g s  o f  t h e  p a s t  f i v e  y e a r s  c a n  b e  
c l a s s i f i e d  a s  b e i n g  e i t h e r  t r a n s i e n t  o r  p e r m a n e n t  in  
e f f e c t ,  a n d  i n  t h e  l a t t e r  c a t e g o r y  w e  l i k e  t o  c o n ­
s i d e r  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  t h e  H o m e  G u a r d  ; a l t h o u g h  
a s  t h e s e  w o r d s  a r e  b e i n g  w r i t t e n  t h e r e  i s  c o n s i d e r a b l e  
u p h e a v a l  i n  t h e i r  r a n k s  a n d  u n c e r t a i n t y  i n  t h e i r  
m i n d s  a s  t o  t h e i r  f u t u r e  f a t e .  P e r h a p s  b e f o r e  
a n o t h e r  i s s u e  o f  ‘ ‘ T h e  D i e - H a r d s  ”  i s  p u b l i s h e d  
t h e  H o m e  G u a r d  m a y  b e  “  s t o o d - d o w n , ”  b u t  w e  
s i n c e r e l y  h o p e  n o t .

N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  w h a t e v e r  t h e  o f f i c ia l  f a t e  o f  t h e  
H o m e  G u a r d ,  i t  i s  o u r  h o p e  t h a t  t h e  s p l e n d i d  s p i r i t  
w h i c h  p e r m e a t e s  t h e i r  o r g a n i s a t i o n  i n  t h i s  C o u n t y  
w i l l  m a n i f e s t  i t s e l f  i n  t h e i r  c o n t i n u e d  a n d  u n ­
r e m i t t i n g  “  v o l u n t a r y  ”  h e l p  t o  t h i s  J o u r n a l  a n d  
t o  “  T H E  M I D D L E S E X  S C H E M E . ”

I n  t h i s  a n d  s u b s e q u e n t  i s s u e s  y o u  w i l l  f in d  a  
s t r o n g  e m p h a s i s  o n  t h e  H o m e  G u a r d  a n d  t h e  r e a s o n s  
f o r  t h i s  a r e  v e r y  f u l l y  s t a t e d  i n  t h e  m e s s a g e  f r o m  
o u r  C o lo n e l  I t  o n l y  r e m a i n s  f o r  u s  t o  w e l c o m e  o u r
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n e w  c o m r a d e s  w h o l e h e a r t e d l y  a n d  t o  e x p r e s s  t h e  
a s s u r a n c e  t h a t  t h i s  a s s o c i a t i o n  c a n  o n l y  r e d o u n d  
t o  o u r  m u t u a l  a d v a n t a g e .

I n  m o r e  g e n e r a l  m a t t e r s ,  i t  i s  o u r  h o p e  t o  c o m ­
m e n c e  i n  t h e  D e c e m b e r  i s s u e  a  s e r i e s  o f  a r t i c l e s ,  
i l l u s t r a t e d  b y  m a p s  a n d  p h o t o g r a p h s ,  t e l l i n g  o f  o u r  
R e g i m e n t ’s  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  t h i s  W a r .

E d i t o r s h i p  h a s  f a l l e n  u p o n  t h e  w r i t e r  d u e  t o  w a r ­
t i m e  d i f f i c u l t i e s  a n d  c e r t a i n l y  n o t  f r o m  a b i l i t y ; 
f u r t h e r m o r e ,  i t  i s  p a r t - t i m e — v e r y  m u c h  p a r t - t i m e ,  
w e  a r e  a f r a i d — a n d  f o r  t h e s e  r e a s o n s  m e m b e r s  o f  
t h e  R e g i m e n t ,  p a s t  a n d  p r e s e n t ,  a n d  f r i e n d s  w h o  
a r e  i n t e r e s t e d  a r e  e a r n e s t l y  r e q u e s t e d  t o  c o - o p e r a t e  
b y  s u b m i t t i n g  a r t i c l e s ,  e t c . ,  in  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  t h e  
N o t i c e  t o  C o n t r i b u t o r s  o n  t h e  p r e v i o u s  p a g e .

M E S S A G E  F R O M  T H E  C O L O N E L  O F  T H E  
M ID D L E S E X  R E G IM E N T

T h i s  J o u r n a l  h a s  b e e n  p r o d u c e d  b y  L ie u t . - C o l .
F .  B a d e n - P o w e l l  W e i l ,  C o m m a n d i n g  2 4 t h  M id d le s e x  
B a t t a l i o n  H o m e  G u a r d ,  i n  o r d e r  t o  a s s i s t  i n  m a k i n g  
t h e  n a m e ,  t h e  h i s t o r y  a n d  t r a d i t i o n s  o f  t h e i r  C o u n t y  
R e g i m e n t  b e t t e r  k n o w n  t o  t h e  p e o p l e  o f  M id d le s e x .

T h e  d e s i g n  o f  t h e  J o u r n a l  f o l l o w s  t h a t  o f  t h e  
p r e - w a r  q u a r t e r l y  p u b l i c a t i o n  c a l l e d  “  T h e  D i e -  
H a r d s  ”  J o u r n a l ,  w h i c h  w a s  i s s u e d  b y  t h e  M id d le s e x  
R e g i m e n t a l  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  a n d  d i s c o n t i n u e d  o n  t h e  
o u t b r e a k  o f  w a r .  T h e  b u l k  o f  t h e  p r e s e n t  c o p y  is  
d e v o t e d  t o  n e w s  f r o m  M i d d l e s e x  C o u n t y  H o m e  
G u a r d  a n d  t a k e s  t h e  p l a c e  o f  t h e  p r e - w a r  i t e m s ,  
w h i c h  c a m e  m a i n l y  f r o m  t h e  R e g u l a r  a n d  T e r r i t o r ia l  
( i n c l u d i n g  C a d e t s )  B a t t a l i o n s  o f  t h e  R e g i m e n t .  
S o m e  n e w s  f r o m  t h e  B a t t a l i o n s  o f  t h e  R e g i m e n t  in  
t h e  F i e l d  A r m ie s  i s  i n c l u d e d ,  b u t  o w i n g  t o  t h e  
e x i g e n c i e s  o f  A r m y  s e r v i c e  i n  w a r - t i m e ,  a n d  t h e  
r e g u l a t i o n s  r e g a r d in g  “  S e c u r i t y , ”  t h i s  p o r t i o n  o f  
t h e  n e w  J o u r n a l  i s  l i m i t e d .  P a r t  o f  t h e  J o u r n a l  
i s  s e t  a s i d e  f o r  in f o r m a t i o n  f r o m  t h e  M i d d l e s e x  
C o u n t y  C a d e t  F o r c e ,  w h i c h  i s  i n c l u d e d  in  t h e  C o u n t y  
R e g i m e n t .  R e a d e r s  w i l l  n o t e  t h a t  t h e  H o m e  G u a r d  
t a k e s  a  p r o m i n e n t  p l a c e  i n  t h e  J o u r n a l .  T h e  C o u n t y  
H o m e  G u a r d  b e a r s  t h e  C r e s t  o f  t h e  M id d le s e x  
R e g i m e n t ,  a n d  a l l  r a n k s  a r e  t h u s  c l o s e l y  c o n n e c t e d
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w i t h  i t ,  a l t h o u g h  n o t  a c t u a l l y  f o r m in g  a  p a r t  o f  t h e  
R e g i m e n t .  A s  C o lo n e l  o f  t h e  M i d d l e s e x  R e g i m e n t ,  
s u p p o r t e d  b y  t h e  M i d d l e s e x  T e r r i t o r ia l  A s s o c i a t i o n ,
I  w a s  a n x i o u s  t h e  C o u n t y  H o m e  G u a r d  s h o u l d  f o r m  
p a r t  o f  t h e  R e g i m e n t .  T h e  W a r  O f f ic e  w a s  u n a b l e  
t o  a p p r o v e  m y  p r o p o s a l ,  b u t  f u l l y  r e c o g n i s e d  a n d  
w e l c o m e d  t h e  i n t e r e s t  t a k e n  b y  t h e  R e g i m e n t  in  
t h e  H o m e  G u a r d ,  a n d  t h e  in c l u s i o n  o f  t h e  l a t t e r  
F o r c e  i n  m a n y  o f  i t s  R e g i m e n t a l  a c t i v i t i e s  s u c h  a s  
t h e  O f f ic e r s ’ C lu b .  L a t e r  i n  t h e s e  p a g e s  w i l l  b e  
f o u n d  n o t e s  o n  t h e  w o r k  o f  t h e  R e g i m e n t a l  A s s o c i a ­
t i o n ,  a n d  a l l  r e a d e r s  w i l l  r e a l i s e  t h e  n e e d  f o r  i n ­
c r e a s e d  f u n d s  t o  c a r r y  o n  i t s  p u r p o s e  o f  g i v i n g  
d i r e c t  f i n a n c i a l  a i d  t o  a l l  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  R e g i m e n t ,  
b o t h  p a s t  a n d  p r e s e n t ,  w h o  a r e  i n  d i f f i c u l t  c i r c u m ­
s t a n c e s .

L ie u t . - C o l .  W e i l  h o p e s  t h a t  t h e  J o u r n a l  w i l l  
r e c e i v e  g e n e r o u s  s u p p o r t  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  C o u n t y  
o f  M id d le s e x ,  a n d  i n t e n d s  t h a t  i t s  p r o f i t s  s h a l l  
b e  d e v o t e d  t o  t h e  o b j e c t s  o f  t h e  M id d le s e x  
R e g i m e n t a l  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  w h i c h  in c l u d e  a r r a n g e m e n t s  
f o r  s e n d i n g  c i g a r e t t e s ,  a n d  p e r s o n a l  p a r c e l s  t o  
p r i s o n e r s  o f  w a r  i n  E u r o p e .

I n  r e g a r d  t o  t h e  M i d d l e s e x  R e g i m e n t a l  A s s o c i a ­
t i o n ,  I  a m  a n x i o u s  t o  m a k e  c l e a r  t o  a l l  o u r  r e a d e r s  
t h a t  t h e  f u n d s  o f  t h e  R e g i m e n t a l  A s s o c i a t i o n  a s s i s t  
a l l  o t h e r  r a n k s  o f  t h e  M id d le s e x  R e g i m e n t  w h e t h e r  
R e g u la r ,  T e r r i t o r ia l ,  o r  t h o s e  w h o  h a v e  j o i n e d  t h e  
R e g i m e n t  f o r  s e r v i c e  i n  t h i s  w a r .  T h i s  s a m e  p o l i c y  
a p p l i e d  t o  t h e  A s s o c i a t i o n  a f t e r  t h e  G r e a t  W a r ,  
w h e n  t h e r e  w e r e  o v e r  4 0  B a t t a l i o n s  i n  t h e  R e g i m e n t .  
T h u s ,  i t  w i l l  b e  r e a l i s e d  t h a t  a  v e r y  l a r g e  n u m b e r  o f  
m e m b e r s  h a v e  t o  b e  t a k e n  i n t o  a c c o u n t  a n d  t h e  
m o r e  o u r  A s s o c i a t i o n  f u n d s  c a n  b e  i n c r e a s e d  t h e  
g r e a t e r  w i l l  b e  t h e  a i d  t h a t  c a n  b e  g i v e n  t o  t h o s e  
i n  d i s t r e s s .

A n y o n e  w h o  d e s i r e s  t o  s u b s c r i b e  t o w a r d s  t h e  
p u r p o s e s  o f  t h i s  A s s o c i a t i o n  i s  r e q u e s t e d  t o  s e n d  
t h e  g i f t ,  h o w e v e r  s m a l l ,  t o  t h e  C h a ir m a n  o f  t h e  
M id d le s e x  R e g i m e n t a l  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  I n g l i s  B a r r a c k s ,  
M ill  H i l l ,  L o n d o n ,  N .W . 7 .

C h e q u e s  a n d  p o s t a l  o r d e r s  s h o u l d  b e  c r o s s e d  
a n d  m a r k e d  “  N o t  N e g o t i a b l e , ”  a n d  b e  m a d e  
p a y a b l e  t o  t h e  M id d le s e x  R e g i m e n t a l  A s s o c i a t i o n .

I n  c o n c l u s i o n ,  I  d e s i r e  t o  e x p r e s s  t h e  t h a n k s  o f  
o u r  R e g i m e n t  t o  L ie u t . - C o l .  F .  B . - P .  W e i l  f o r  t h e  
m a n y  a d d i t i o n a l  h o u r s  o f  h a r d  w o r k  h e  h a s  d e v o t e d  
t o  t h i s  c a u s e ,  a p a r t  f r o m  t h o s e  g i v e n  n p  t o  h i s  o w n  
H o m e  G u a r d  B a t t a l i o n ,  a n d  t o  t h e  w o r k  o f  g r e a t  
N a t i o n a l  i m p o r t a n c e  in  w h i c h  h e  i s  e n g a g e d  i n  
c i v i l  l i f e .

W i t h o u t  h i s  p e r s o n a l  h e l p  t h i s  J o u r n a l  c o u l d  
n e v e r  h a v e  b e e n  i s s u e d .

M . B R O W N E ,  B t . - C o l o n e l ,  
C o lo n e l ,  T h e  M i d d l e s e x  R e g i m e n t .

1 5 t h  A u g u s t ,  1944 -

F R O M  T H E  L O R D - L IE U T E N A N T  O F  T H E  
C O U N T Y .

T h e  O l d  H a l l ,
H ig h g a t e  V il l a g e ,

L o n d o n ,  N .6 ,
5TH S e p t e m b e r ,  1 9 4 4 - 

I  a m  v e r y  g l a d  t o  a d d r e s s  t h i s  m e s s a g e  t o  t h o s e  
o t  t h e  A r m e d  F o r c e s  o f  t h e  C o u n t y  o f  M id d le s e x  
w h o  a r e  s e r v i n g  u n d e r  t h e  h i s t o r i c  b a d g e  o f  t h e  
M id d le s e x  R e g i m e n t  ( D u k e  o f  C a m b r id g e ’s  O w n ) .

D u r in g  r e c e n t  m o n t h s  I  h a v e  t a k e n  s t e p s  t o  fo r m  
a  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  C o m m i t t e e  r e s p o n s i b l e  t o  m y s e l f

■Odardô

a s  L o r d  L i e u t e n a n t ,  a n d  d e s i g n e d  t o  b r i n g  t h e  
A r m e d  F o r c e s  o f  t h e  C r o w n  i n t o  c lo s e r  t o u c h  w i t h  
t h e  C o u n t y  t o  w h i c h  t h e y  b e l o n g  o r  in  w h i c h  t h e y  
a r e  c a l l e d  u p o n  t o  s e r v e .

A s  a n  O f f ic e r  w h o  h a s  f o u g h t  in  m o r e  t h a n  o n e  
c a m p a i g n ,  I  a m  w e l l  a w a r e  o f  t h e  h e lp  t o  t h e  m o r a le  
o f  f i g h t i n g  t r o o p s  w h i c h  a  s t r o n g  C o u n t y  i n t e r e s t  
c a n  b r i n g  t o  b e a r .

T h i s  n e w  J o u r n a l ,  w h i c h  i s  b a s e d  o n  t h e  p e a c e ­
t i m e  p u b l i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  M id d le s e x  R e g i m e n t ,  w i l l  
b e  w i d e l y  r e a d  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  C o u n t y  o f  M id d le s e x ,  
l a r g e l y  o w i n g  t o  t h e  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  H o m e  G u a r d  
w h o  h a v e  p r o m i s e d  t o  s u p p o r t  t h i s  e f f o r t .  E v e r y  
t o w n  a n d  v i l l a g e  i n  M i d d l e s e x  c o n t a i n s  m e m b e r s  o f  
t h e  H o m e  G u a r d ,  a n d  t h u s  n e w s  a b o u t  o u r  F i g h t i n g  
F o r c e s  w i l l  b e  w i d e l y  d i s s e m i n a t e d .  I  u n d e r s t a n d  
a l s o  t h a t  t h e  J o u r n a l  w i l l  c o n t a i n  i t e m s  c o n c e r n i n g  
t h e  w o r k  o f  t h e  M i d d l e s e x  R e g i m e n t a l  A s s o c i a t i o n  
a n d  t h e  M i d d l e s e x  T e r r i t o r i a l  W e l f a r e  C o m m i t t e e  
i n  d e a l i n g  w i t h  d i s t r e s s  a n d  i m m e d i a t e  r e q u i r e ­
m e n t s  a m o n g  m e m b e r s  b o t h  p a s t  a n d  s t i l l  s e r v i n g  
i n  t h e  r a n k s .  N o w  t h a t  B a t t a l i o n s  o f  o u r  C o u n t y  
R e g i m e n t  a r e  s e r v i n g  o v e r s e a s  a n d  f a c i n g  t h e  e n e m y  
i n  m o r e  t h a n  o n e  C a m p a ig n ,  I  f e e l  s u r e  t h e  p e o p l e  o f  
M i d d l e s e x  w i l l  t a k e  a  r e n e w e d  i n t e r e s t  in  t h o s e  
F o r c e s  w h i c h  t h e y  h a v e  r a i s e d ,  a n d  w h i c h  a r e  a t  
t h i s  v e r y  m o m e n t  f r e e i n g  E u r o p e  f r o m  t h e  g r i p  o f  
t h e  G e r m a n  A r m y  a n d  e n s u r in g  t h e  m a i n t e n a n c e  o f  
o u r  N a t i o n a l  l i b e r t y  a n d  t h e  f u t u r e  p r o s p e r i t y  o f  
o u r  B r i t i s h  E m p ir e .

T h e  p o p u l a t i o n  o f  M i d d l e s e x  i s  e x t e n s i v e ,  a n d  
n o  w o r d s  o f  m i n e  a r e  n e e d e d  t o  r e m in d  e v e r y o n e  
t h a t  t h e  w o r k  o f  a  R e g i m e n t a l  A s s o c i a t i o n  in  d e a l i n g  
w i t h  d i s t r e s s  a n d  t h e  r e l i e f  o f  p r i s o n e r s  o f  w a r  c a l l s  
f o r  l a r g e  f u n d s ,  i f  t h e  s u m s  s o  u r g e n t l y  r e q u ir e d  a r e  
t o  b e  g i v e n  g e n e r o u s l y  a n d  i n  a d e q u a t e  m e a s u r e ,  
w h i c h  i s  s o  d e s i r a b le .

I  w i s h  t h e  J o u r n a l  e v e r y  p o s s i b l e  s u c c e s s  i n  t h e  
t a s k  w h i c h  i t  h a s  u n d e r t a k e n .

R o c h d a l e ,
L o r d  L i e u t e n a n t  o f  M id d le s e x .

F R O M  T H E  C H A IR M A N  O F  T H E  C O U N T Y  
C O U N C IL .

C h a ir m a n ’s  R o o m ,
G u i l d h a l l ,  

W e s t m i n s t e r ,  S . W .
2 0 t h  S e p t e m b e r ,  1 9 4 4 .

I  a m  v e r y  p l e a s e d  t o  b e  a b l e  t o  c o n t r i b u t e  a  f e w  
w o r d s  o f  e n c o u r a g e m e n t  t o  t h e  E d i t o r  o f  t h e  
M i d d l e s e x  R e g i m e n t  M a g a z in e  o n  t h e  r e v i v a l  o f  
t h a t  i n t e r e s t i n g  a n d  u s e f u l  p u b l i c a t i o n .

I  h a v e  a l w a y s  b e e n  o f  t h e  o p i n i o n  d u r in g  m y  
1 7  y e a r s  o n  t h e  M id d le s e x  C o u n t y  C o u n c i l  a n d  
b e f o r e  I  j o i n e d  i t ,  t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  l i t t l e  o r  n o  
p u b l i c i t y  g i v e n  t o  t h e  C o u n t y  o f  M i d d l e s e x  a n d  i t s  
m a n y  a c t i v i t i e s .  O t h e r  la rg e ' b o d i e s  i n  a n d  a r o u n d  
L o n d o n  w e r e  c o n t i n u a l l y  “  in  t h e  n e w s , ’ b u t  o u r  
C o u n t y  n e v e r  s e e m s  t o  h a v e  m u c h  r e f e r e n c e  m a d e  
t o  i t s  i m p o r t a n c e  a n d  s t a n d i n g  a s  t h e  l a r g e s t  p u b l i c  
a u t h o r i t y  o u t s i d e  L o n d o n .  \ o u r  p u b l i c a t i o n ,  
t h e r e f o r e ,  w i l l  s e r v e  a  m o s t  u s e f u l  p u r p o s e ,  a m o n g  
i t s  m a n y  o t h e r s ,  o f  a s s i s t i n g  t o  i m p r e s s  u p o n  i t s  
r e a d e r s  t h e  n a m e  o f  M id d le s e x .

I  s u p p o s e  t h e  o l d e s t  e s t a b l i s h e d  o r g a n i s a t i o n  
n o w  c o n n e c t e d  w i t h  t h e  C o u n t y  m u s t  b e  t h e  
M i d d l e s e x  R e g i m e n t ,  a s  i t  h a s  b e e n  n a m e d  t h u s  
a n d  c o n n e c t e d  d e f i n i t e l y  w i t h  u s  s i n c e  1 7 8 2 .  I t s  
m a g n i f i c e n t  r e c o r d ,  b o t h  i n  w a r  a n d  p e a c e ,  c a n n o t .



b y  a n y  e x p r e s s i o n s  o f  m i n e  b e  e u l o g i s e d  m o r e  
h i g h l y  t h a n  i t  h a s  b e e n ,  I a m  p r o u d  t o  b e  a n  i n ­
h a b i t a n t  o f  a  C o u n t y  t h a t  p o s s e s s e s  s u c h  a  R e g i ­
m e n t .  I t s  g l o r i o u s  t r a d i t i o n  a n d  r e p u t a t i o n  s t a n d  
s e c o n d  t o  n o n e ,  f o r  n e v e r  i n  a l l  i t s  l o n g  h i s t o r y  h a s  
a n y  a c t  e v e r  o c c u r r e d  t o  b r i n g  e v e n  t h e  s u g g e s t i o n  
o f  d i s c r e d i t  u p o n  i t .  I t  i s  c e r t a i n  t h a t  w h e n  i t s  
r e c o r d  i n  t h e  p r e s e n t  g r e a t  s t r u g g l e  i s  k n o w n ,  e v e n  
g r e a t e r  f a m e ,  i f  p o s s i b l e ,  w i l l  a t t a c h  t o  t h e  o ld

D i e - H a r d s . ”

M y  p l e a s u r a b l e  a n d  e a s y  t a s k  in  t h i s  l e t t e r  i s  t o  
a s s u r e  a l l  U n i t s  in  t h e  R e g i m e n t  o f  t h e  s o l i d  e n ­
t h u s i a s t i c  b a c k i n g  w h i c h  i t  h a s  a m o n g  t h e  r a t e ­
p a y e r s  of- t h i s  C o u n t y .  I t  w i l l  b e  s u p p o r t e d  b y  a l l  
m e a n s  in  t h e  p o w e r  o f  t h e  m a n y  p u b lic -  b o d i e s  in  
M i d d l e s e x ,  a b o v e  a l l  t h e  C o u n t y  C o u n c i l .  T h e  le a d  
g i v e n  b y  o u r  r e s p e c t e d  L o r d  L i e u t e n a n t ,  L o r d  
R o c h d a l e ,  i n  e s t a b l i s h i n g  a  C o m m i t t e e  r e p r e s e n t a ­
t i v e  o f  a l l  t h e  l o c a l  a u t h o r i t i e s  in  t h e  C o u n t y  s h o u l d  
g i v e  c o n c r e t e  e v i d e n c e  o f  t h e  s i n c e r i t y  o f  t h a t  
s t a t e m e n t .  I  t r u s t  t h a t  t h r o u g h  i t  a s  m u c h  
p u b l i c i t y  c a n  b e  g i v e n  t o  e v e r y  f u n c t i o n  a n d  
a c t i v i t y  o f  t h e  R e g i m e n t  a n d  t h u s  g u a r a n t e e  a  
s t e a d y  f lo w  o f  m o n e t a r y  s u p p o r t  t o  t h e  s a m e .  I ,  
p e r s o n a l l y ,  k n o w  t h e  s t r u g g l e  w h i c h  t h e  m a n y  
O f f ic e r s  o f  t h e  v a r i o u s  U n i t s  o r g a n i s i n g  t h e i r  s o c ia l  
a c t i v i t i e s  h a v e  h a d  t o  r a i s e  s u f f i c i e n t  f u n d s  t o  p a y  
f o r  t h e  m o d e s t  c o s t  o f  t h e  s a m e .  S u p p o r t  h i t h e r t o  
h a s  h a d  t o  c o m e  l a r g e l y  f r o m  a  f e w  f r i e n d s  o f  t h e  
R e g i m e n t ,  b u t  I  s i n c e r e l y  h o p e  a  w i d e r  c i r c l e  o f  
s u p p o r t  w i l l  s o o n  b e  a v a i l a b l e .  T h e r e  m u s t  b e ,  
a t  a n y  r a t e ,  a d e q u a t e  p r e p a r a t i o n s  m a d e  f o r  t h e  
c e l e b r a t i o n s  w e  s h a l l  s o o n  b e  h o l d i n g  t o  w e l c o m e  
t h e  r e t u r n  o f  t h e  o ld  R e g i m e n t .

M y  m e s s a g e ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  i s  t o  a s s u r e  y o u  o f  a l l '  
t h e  h e l p  I  c a n  g i v e  o r  i n f l u e n c e  t o  t h e  M id d le s e x  
R e g i m e n t  d u r i n g  m y  c h a i r m a n s h i p  a n d  a f t e r w a r d s .

M a y  t h e  b e s t  s u c c e s s  a t t e n d  y o u r  e f f o r t s ,  w h i c h  
I  k n o w  w i l l  b e  u n t i r i n g  a n d  u n s t i n t i n g .  T h e  m e n  
w a n t  a  c h e e r y ,  i n t e r e s t i n g  p e r io d ic a l  t o  r e a d  a n d  
t h e y  w i l l  g e t  i t .  D o  n o t  f o r g e t  t o  l e t  t h e m  k n o w  
a l l  t h a t  t h e  C o u n t y  C o u n c i l  t r i e s  t o  p r o v i d e  fo r  
t h e m  a n d  t h e i r  f a m i l i e s ,  g i v i n g  t h e m  t h e  c h e a p e s t  
a n d  m o s t  e f f e c t i v e  s e r v i c e  o f  i t s  k in d  i n  t h e  c o u n t r y .  
T h e  "  p a y m e n t  f o r  s u c h  a d v e r t i s i n g  ”  w i l l  b e  t h e  
t h a n k s  o f  a l l  t h e  m a n y  f a m i l i e s  w h o  c a n  b e n e f i t  
t h e r e f r o m  in  h e a l t h ,  e d u c a t i o n  a n d  h a p p i n e s s  in  
t h e  n e w  w o r ld  w e  a r e  a l l  s t r i v i n g  t o  i n a u g u r a t e .

Y o u r s  s i n c e r e l y ,

W .  R .  C le m e n s ..

T w o  o f o u r  C o u n ty  lo ca l p a p e rs  h a v e  b een  m o st 
h e lp fu l in a llo w in g  u s  to  r e p r in t  c e r ta in  d e ta i ls  of 
o u r  R e g im e n t’s a c tiv it ie s ,  th e y  a re  th e  ” H o rn se y  
J o u rn a l  ” a n d  th e  “ M id d lesex  I n d e p e n d e n t ,”  an d  
w h ile  m a k in g  th is  a c k n o w le d g m e n t w e a lso  offer 
th e m  o u r  s in c e re  th a n k s .

F R O M  T H E  G .O .C . L O N D O N  D IS T R IC T  

L ie u t .-G e n e ra l S ir  C h a rle s  L o y d , K .C .B .,  D .S .O ., M .C .

I h a v e  b een  a sk e d  to  re m a rk  on  th e  R e h a b ili ta t io n  
S ch em e  b e in g  in tro d u c e d  in to  th e  C o u n ty  o f M idd le­
sex  R e g im e n t. I  h a v e  h e a rd  th e  d e ta i ls  w ith  th e  
g re a te s t  of in te re s t ,

S h o r tly , th e  S ch em e  e n ta i ls  th e  a s s is ta n c e  of 
H o m e  G u a rd  O fficers a n d  m en , w ho  a re  a lso  em ­
p lo y e rs  o f lab o u r, m a k in g  ro o m  in th e i r  u n d e r ­
ta k in g s  fo r  m en  d em o b ilised  fro m  B a t ta l io n s  of th e  
M idd lesex  R e g im e n t,  a n d  a lso  o th e r  S erv ice  m en  
b e lo n g in g  to  th e  C o u n ty  o f M iddlesex .

I t  w ou ld  b e  d ifficu lt to  o v e r-e m p h a s ise  th e  im ­
p o r ta n c e  o f a  m e a su re  of th is  k in d , w h en  fo r a  
m o m e n t one  c o n s id e rs  th e  d e b t  w h ich  w e in  th e  
U n ite d  K in g d o m  ow e to  o u r  f ig h tin g  m en , w h o  h a v e  
r isk e d  th e i r  lives  in f ig h tin g  th e  b a t t l e  fo r  o u r  
freed o m . I t  is s in c e re ly  to  b e  h o p ed  t h a t  th is  
sch em e  w ill b eco m e w h o lly  e ffec tiv e  a n d  t h a t  th e  
c irc u la t io n  o f ” T h e  D ie -H a rd s  ”  to  m en - o f  th e  
R e g im e n t n o w  se rv in g  w ith  th e  F o rc es  w ill ease  
a n y  d o u b ts  a s  to  p o s t-w a r  e m p lo y m e n t t h a t  m a y  
be in  th e i r  m in d s.

I t  w ill b e  u n d e rs to o d  t h a t  if th e s e  m en  feel a  
sen se  o f s e c u r i ty  a s  to  th e i r  fu tu re , th e y  w ill be 
ab le  to  c o n c e n tr a te  o n  th e  jo b  of w in n in g  th e  w a r  
in th e  field to  th e  fu lle s t degree.

I w ish  th e  sch em e th e  u tm o s t  success.
(Signed) H . C. L o y d ,

L ie u t.-G e n era l.

M ESSAGES FROM TWO  
LONDON SUB-DISTRICT 

COMMANDERS
S o u t h -W e s t  L o n d o n  S u b - D is t r ic t , 

L o n d o n , W .8 ,

i s t  S e p t e m b e r , 194 4

I am  v e ry  g lad  o f th is  o p p o r tu n i ty  o f w ish ing  
” T h e  D ie -H a rd s  ”  well, a n d  o f co m m e n d in g  to  
yo u  ‘‘ T h e  M id d lesex  S c h e m e .”

A fte r  a  lap se  of five  y e a rs  y o u r  R e g im e n ta l 
J o u rn a l  o n ce  m o re  m ak e s  i t s  a p p e a ra n c e  a n d  t h a t  
f a c t  a lo n e  m u s t  g iv e  g re a t  jo y  a n d  c h e e r  to  you.

T h e re  is, in  i ts  c o n te n ts ,  a  v e ry  s tro n g  a sso c ia tio n  
w ith  th e  H o m e  G u ard  a n d  t h a t  m u s t  se rv e  a s  m y  
in tro d u c tio n  to  y o u . As S o u th -W e s t  L o n d o n  S ub- 
D is tr ic t  C o m m an d er, i t  is m y  fo r tu n e  to  h a v e  e ig h t  
G e n e ra l S erv ice  B a t ta l io n s  of th e  C o u n ty  H o m e  
G u a rd  u n d e r  m y  c o m m a n d  a s  well a s  a  B a t ta l io n  
o f th e  M id d lesex  R eg im e n t, a n d  w h a t  m y  c o n n e c tio n  
w ith  th e  C o u n ty  lack s  in  s tr e n g th  i t  m ak e s  u p  in 
s in c e r ity . I t  is, th e re fo re , w ith  g re a t  p lea su re  t h a t  
I  w ish  “ T h e  D ie -H a rd s ,” b o th  th e  R e g im e n t an d  
th e  J o u rn a l ,  e v e ry  success fo r  th e  fu tu re .

Y ou  a re  re v iv in g  y o u r  J o u rn a l  a t  j u s t  th e  r ig h t  
t im e , w h en  e v e n ts  in E u ro p e  a re  sh a p in g  th em se lv e s  
so ra p id ly  to  so fine a  co n c lu sio n . I t  h as  b een  a 
lo n g  a n d  h a rd  ro a d  t h a t  h a s  h a d  to  be  tra v e lle d  
to  a rr iv e  a t  o u r  p re s e n t  p o s itio n , a n d  i t  co u ld  n o t 
h a v e  h a p p e n e d  w ith o u t  co n s id e rab le  fo re s ig h t a n d  
lo n g -te rm  p la n n in g  in  e v e ry  d e p a r tm e n t  o f e n ­
d e a v o u r.

I n  v iew  o f th is  I a m  m o re  th a n  p leased  to  learn

t h a t  y o u r  R e g i i l i e n t a l  A s s o c i a t i o n  i s  s p o n s o r i n g  
“  T h e  M id d le s e x  S c h e m e . ”  I  h a v e  h a d  t h e  o p p o r ­
t u n i t y  o f  g o i n g  i n t o  t h e  S c h e m e  v e r y  t h o r o u g h l y  
a n d  I  h e a r t i l y  e n d o r s e  a l l  i t  s e t s  o u t  t o  a c h i e v e .  
N o t h i n g  t h a t  w e  c a n  d o  f o r  o u r  f i g h t i n g  m e n  c a n  
e v e r  b e  e n o u g h — t h e y  h a v e  d o n e  s o  m u c h  f o r  u s  !

E l s e w h e r e ,  i n  t h i s  i s s u e ,  y o u  w i l l  f in d  a n  e x ­
p o s i t i o n  o f  t h e  a i m s  o f  “ T h e  M i d d l e s e x  S c h e m e , ”  
a n d  i t  i s  s u r e  t o  h a v e  a  v e r y  h e a r t e n i n g  e f f e c t  o n  
a l l  r a n k s  o f  t h e  R e g i m e n t  t o  le a r n  t h a t  e v e n  n o w  
t h o u g h t  a n d  p l a n n i n g  f o r  t h e i r  f u t u r e  w e l f a r e  is  
g o i n g  o n ,  w i t h  t h e  s a m e  i n t e n s i t y  a s  w a s  la v i s h e d  
o n  t h e  p l a n s  w h i c h  n o w  b e a r  t h e  f r u i t  o f  o u r  d a i l y  
g i a n t  s t r i d e s  t o w a r d s  o u r  E u r o p e a n  g o a l .

O n c e  a g a i n  m y  h e a r t i e s t  c o n g r a t u l a t i o n s  a n d  m y  
b e s t  w i s h e s  t o  y o u  a l l ,  a n d  I  c a n  p r o m is e  y o u  t o  
s u p p o r t  “  T h e  D i e - H a r d s  ”  a n d  “  T h e  M id d le s e x  
S c h e m e  ”  a s  f u l l y  a s  l i e s  i n  m y  pow der a n d  I  s h a l l  
w a t c h  t h e i r  p r o g r e s s  v e r y  k e e n l y .

( S ig n e d )  V .  C o p l a n d - G r i f f i t h s ,  

v B r i g a d ie r ,

C o m m a n d in g  

S o u t h - W e s t  L o n d o n  S u b - D i s t r i c t .

N o r t h -W e s t  L o n d o n  S u b - D is t r ic t ,

L o n d o n , W . i .

I t  i s  w i t h  m u c h  p le a s u r e  t h a t  I  h e a r  t h a t  ”  T h e  
D i e - H a r d s  ”  i s  t o  b e  r e s u s c i t a t e d  a f t e r  a  l a p s e  o f  
f i v e  y e a r s ,  a n d  p a r t i c u l a r l y  s i n c e  i t  w i l l  b e  a n  i n s t r u ­
m e n t  i n  t h e  g r e a t  f i g h t  w h i c h  l i e s  b e f o r e  u s  n o w  
V i c t o r y  i s  w o n .

I  f e e l  v e r y  s t r o n g l y  t h a t  t h o s e  o f  u s  w h o  h a v e  n o t  
h a d  t h e  f o r t u n e  t o  s e r v e  o v e r s e a s  h a v e  a  m o s t  
i m p o r t a n t  d u t y  t o  c a r r y  o u t  a n d  t h a t  i s ,  t o  e n s u r e  
t h a t  t h e  s o ld i e r  w h e n  h e  r e t u r n s  i s  f o u n d  a  s u i t a b l e  
p l a c e  i n  in d u s t r y .

M o d e r n  h i s t o r y  h a s  s h o w n  u s  t h a t  t h e  s o ld ie r  
d o e s  n o t  w a n t  a  ”  h o m e  f o r  h e r o e s  ”  t o  l i v e  in ,  
b u t ,  r a t h e r ,  g o o d  s t e a d y  e m p l o y m e n t .

A  v e r y  la r g e  n u m b e r  o f  m e n  w h o  w i l l  b e  l e a v i n g  
t h e  S e r v i c e s  d u r in g  t h e  c o m i n g  y e a r s  w i l l  h a v e  
a t t a i n e d  a  h i g h  d e g r e e  o f  t e c h n i c a l  s k i l l  i n  v a r i o u s  
t r a d e s ,  a n d  I  f e e l  c o n f i d e n t  t h a t  t h e i r  a b i l i t i e s  
s h o u ld  b e  r e c o g n i s e d  a n d  u t i l i s e d  b y  e m p lo y e r s ,  

/ '  a n d  I  h o p e  t h a t  t h e y  w i l l  b e  g i v e n  p r e f e r e n c e  o v e r  
t h o s e  w h o  h a v e  s t a y e d  a t  h o m e .

T h i s  M a g a z in e  s h o u l d  b e  a  v e r y  v a l u a b l e  m e d iu m  
f o r  u n i t i n g  e m p l o y e r s  w i t h  d e m o b i l i s e d  m e n ,  a n d  if ,  
in  t h e  p r o c e s s ,  t h e  A d v e r t i s e m e n t  p a g e s  a r e  f i l l e d  
t h e  f in a n c e s  o f  t h i s  w o r t h y  o b j e c t  w i l l  b e n e f i t .

I  f e e l  c o n f i d e n t  t h a t  a l l  H o m e  G u a r d s m e n  i n  t h e  
N o r t h - W e s t  L o n d o n  S u b - D i s t r i c t  w i l l  a g r e e  w i t h  
m e  t h a t  t h e y  o w e  a  d e b t  t o  t h o s e  w h o  h a v e  f o u g h t  
t h e  e n e m y  o v e r s e a s  a n d  s o  r e l i e v e d  t h e  H o m e  G u a r d  
o f  t h e  n e c e s s i t y  o f  f i g h t i n g  i n  o u r  o w n  c o u n t r y .

T h i s  d e b t  c a n  b e s t  b e  r e p a id  b y  p l a c i n g  a  m a n  
in  a  jo b .

( S ig n e d )  A l a n  S w i n t o n ,

B r ig a d ie r  

C o m m a n d in g  

N o r t h - W e s t  L o n d o n  S u b - D i s t r i c t .  

4 t h  S e p t e m b e r ,  1 9 4 4 .

W e r e  y o u  s h o c k e d  t o  s e e  t h e s e  e n e m y  s y m b o l s  
h e a d i n g  t h i s  c o l u m n  ?

W a s  y o u r  f i r s t  f e e l i n g  o n e  o f  a n g e r  o r  r e v u l s i o n  ?
H o w ,  t h e n ,  d o  y o u  i m a g i n e  t h e  m e n  f e e l  w h o  a r e  

d o o m e d  t o  b e  c o n f r o n t e d  d a i l y  b y  c o n s t a n t  e v i d e n c e  
o f  t h e s e  h a t e f u l  s i g n s  a n d  o f  a l l  t h e  t h i n g s  t h e y  
s t a n d  f o r  ?

I t  i s  t h e  c o n s t a n t  a im  o f  t h e  R e g i m e n t a l  A s s o c i a ­
t i o n  t o  a l l e v i a t e  a s  m u c h  a s  p o s s i b l e  t h e  s u f f e r in g s  
a n d  p r i v a t i o n s  o f  a l l  t h e  R e g i m e n t ’s  p r i s o n e r s  o f  
w a r  w h e t h e r  i n  E u r o p e  o r  t h e  F a r  E a s t  a n d  i n  t h e s e  
c o l u m n s  e a c h  q u a r t e r  w e  s h a l l  r e p o r t ,  a s  f u l l y  a s  
p o s s i b l e ,  s u c h  h e l p  a s  w e  h a v e  b e e n  a b l e  t o  g i v e  o u r  
l e s s  f o r t u n a t e  c o m r a d e s .

D u r i n g  t h e  m o n t h  o f  J u n e ,  1944 - a r r a n g e m e n t s  
w e r e  m a d e  f o r  t h e  d e s p a t c h  o f  4 3  p a r c e l s  a t  t h e  
A s s o c i a t i o n ’s  e x p e n s e ,  e a c h  p a r c e l  c o s t i n g  a p p r o x i ­
m a t e l y  £ 2 .  T w o  c o n s i g n m e n t s  o f  c i g a r e t t e s  h a v e  
b e e n  s e n t  t o  E u r o p e a n  p r i s o n e r s  o f  w a r ,  c o s t i n g  
¿ 3 7 .  1 3 s .  6 d .  E a c h  p r i s o n e r  r e c e i v e s  2 0 0  c i g a r e t t e s  
p e r  c o n s i g n m e n t ,  a n d  t h e s e  d e s p a t c h e s  r e p r e s e n t  
t h o s e  f o r  A p r i l  a n d  M a y ,  1944 -

R e g i m e n t a l  p r i s o n e r s  i n  t h e  F a r  E a s t  h a v e  m u c h  
f o r  w h i c h  t o  t h a n k  M r s .  O . H .  T i d b u r y ,  w h o  i s  t h e  
w i f e  o f  B r ig a d ie r  O . H .  T id b u r y ,  M .C .,  w h o  h a s  
h a d  s u c h  a  l o n g  c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  t h e  R e g i m e n t .  
M r s . T i d b u r y  i s  t h e  o r i g i n a t o r  o f ,  a n d  s e c r e t a r y  t o ,  
t h e  H o n g  K o n g  F e l l o w s h i p .

The H.K.F. was originally formed to link together 
relatives of prisoners of war of the is t Battalion 
of our Regiment now in Japanese hands. I t  was 
decided to extend the membership to others who 
had relatives in the Colony, and there are now about
4,000 Members and Fellows.

M e m b e r s h ip  i s  f r e e  t o  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  : W i f e ,
W i d o w ,  P a r e n t ,  B r o t h e r ,  S i s t e r  a n d  C h i ld r e n  ( o v e r  
1 6  y e a r s  o f  a g e )  o f  a l l  B r i t i s h  s u b j e c t s  w h o  w e r e  in  
H o n g  K o n g  o n  C h r i s t m a s  D a y ,  1 9 4 1 A l t h o u g h  
m e m b e r s h i p  i s  r e s t r i c t e d  t o  n e a r  r e l a t i v e s ,  a l l  
o t h e r s  w h o  c a r e  t o  j o i n  a r e  w e l c o m e d  a s  F e l l o w s ,  
fo r  w h i c h  t h e  m i n i m u m  a n n u a l  s u b s c r i p t i o n  i s  
t w o  s h i l l in g s .

A  N e w s  L e t t e r  i s  p u b l i s h e d  t h r e e  o r  f o u r  t i m e s  
a  y e a r ,  g i v i n g  a l l  a v a i l a b l e  i n f o r m a t i o n  o f  in t e r e s t  
t o  m e m b e r s  a n d  m e e t i n g s ,  f o l l o w e d  b y  t e a ,  a r e  h e ld  
in  L o n d o n ,  w h e r e  m a n y  m e m b e r s  w i t h  s im i la r  
a n x i e t i e s  a n d  i n t e r e s t s  h a v e  m e t ,  a n d  h a v e  h a d  
t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  o f  h e a r in g  s p e a k e r s  f r o m  t h e  R e d  
C r o s s ,  e t c .

I n  t h i s  c o n n e c t i o n  a  v e r y  s u c c e s s f u l  e n t e r t a i n ­
m e n t  w a s  g i v e n  b y  t h e  R e g i m e n t a l  A s s o c i a t i o n  
in  t h e  Y .W . C .A . ,  G r e a t  R u s s e l l  S t r e e t ,  o n  S a t u r d a y .  
2 2 n d  A p r i l ,  1 9 4 4 .  t o  a l l  n e x t  o f  k in  o f  o u r  i s t  
B a t t a l i o n  p r i s o n e r s  o f  w a r  in  t h e  F a r  E a s t .  A b o u t  
5 0 0  p e o p l e  w e r e  p r e s e n t ,  i n c l u d i n g  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  
1 0 0  c h i ld r e n  o f  a l l  a g e s  a n d  s i z e s .  A  b r i e f  a c c o u n t  
o f  t h e  i s t  B a t t a l i o n  ( 5 7 t h  F o o t )  a n d  a b o u t  A lb u h e r a  
w a s  g i v e n  b y  t h e  C o lo n e l  o f  t h e  R e g im e n t .^  T h r e e  
f i lm s  w e r e  s h o w n  b y  t h e  A r m y  K i n e m a  S e c t i o n  ; 
o n e  w a s  a  J a p a n e s e  p r o p a g a n d a  f i lm  a b o u t  t h e



^Jhe H )ie  -^J d a rd i

c a p tu re  of H o n g  K o n g , o n e  a b o u t  C h in a ’s f ig h t 
a g a in s t  J a p a n  a n d , fo r  th e  c h ild ren , a  M ickey  
M ouse film . A n e x c e llen t c o n ju r in g  e n te r ta in m e n t  
fo llow ed  th e  film s a n d  w as th o ro u g h ly  e n jo y e d  b y  
b o th  o ld  a n d  y o u n g . T h e  M idd lesex  R e g im e n ta l 
D a n c e  B a n d  p la y e d  su ita b le  m usic  th ro u g h o u t 
t h e  a fte rn o o n , b e in g  c o n d u c te d  b y  B a n d /S e rg t. 
S te n n in g , a n  o ld  m em b e r  of th e  i s t  B a tta l io n .
A sp le n d id  t e a  w as p ro v id e d  th ro u g h  th e  a c t iv i ty  o f 
M ajo r A . W . C la rk e , O .B .E ., O .C .R .D .P ., M idd lesex  
R eg im e n t, a b ly  a ss is te d  b y  th e  s ta ff  of th e  H .K .F .  
M r. K in g , th e  C o n tro lle r  of th e  F a r  E a s t  S ec tio n  
of th e  B r i tish  R ed  C ross S oc iety , w as a t  th e  m ee tin g  
to  a n sw e r  q u e s tio n s , a n d  a n  official o f th e  R ed  Cross 
sp o k e  a b o u t  c lu b s  fo r  n e x t  of k in  of P .O .W . w h ich  
a re  in  th e  L o n d o n  a n d  M idd lesex  a rea .

A c h u rc h  se rv ice  fo r  m em b e rs  of th e  H .K .F . 
w as h e ld  a t  S t. M a rtin - in -th e -F ie ld s  o n  S a tu rd a y , 
6 th  M ay , a n d  w as ta k e n  b y  th e  R ev . C an o n  A la n  C. 
D o n , D .D ., V ica r of S t. M a rg a re t’s, W e s tm in s te r , 
a s s is te d  b y  th e  H o n o ra ry  C h a p la in  to  th e  H .K .F . ,  
th e  R ev . M. L . M an , a n d  th e  B a n d  o f o u r  R e g im e n t 
p la y e d  th ro u g h o u t.  T h e  L esso n  w as re a d  b y  th e  
P re s id e n t  of th e  H .K .F . ,  L ie u t.-G e n era l A. E . G ra s e tt  
a  fo rm e r  C .-in-C. a t  H o n g  K o n g . A fte r  th e  Serv ice  
t e a  w as p ro v id e d  in  th e  N a tio n a l  G alle ry .

T h e  officials of th e  H o n g  K o n g  F e llo w sh ip  a re  : 
P r e s i d e n t : L ie u t.-G e n . A. E . G ra s e tt ,  C .B .,

D .S .O ., M.C.
V ic e -P re s id e n ts  : A d m ira l S ir  C h arle s  L itt le ,  G .C .B .

S ir W illiam  H o m ell, C .I .E ., L L .D .
M r. A. M orse, H o n g  K o n g  an d  

S h a n g h a i B an k , C .B .E .
H o n . T re a s u re r  : M rs. L . G. A llen.
H o n . S e c re ta ry  : M rs. O . H . T id b u ry , H e a th  w ay , 

O x sh o tt, S u rrey .
A s s is ta n t  H o n .

S e c re ta ry  : M rs. G o rd o n  P a rk e r .
M rs. T id b u ry , fo u n d e r  of th e  H .K .F . ,  a n d  M rs. 

G o rd o n  P a r k e r  (as w ives o f tw o  D ie -H a rd  Officers, 
w ho  e a c h  h a v e  co m m a n d e d  B a tta lio n s )  a lw ay s  feel 
t h a t  th e  i s t  B a t ta l io n  M id d lesex  R e g im e n t is  th e  
h e a r t  of th e  H .K .F . ,  a n d  a re  d e lig h ted  t h a t  so 
m a n y  r e la tiv e s  o f m en  of th is  u n i t  a re  su c h  keen  
m em b e rs  a n d  s u p p o r t  th e  m ee tin g s  in  s tre n g th .

I t  is  h a rd ly  n e c essa ry  to  s ta te  t h a t  th e  R eg i­
m e n ta l  A sso c ia tio n , th e  Colonel of th e  R e g im en t, 
th e  O .C. R e g im e n ta l D e p o t P a r ty ,  an d , in d eed , a ll 
m em b e rs  of th e  R e g im e n t w ho  k n o w  of w h a t  th e  
F e llo w sh ip  is d o in g  fo r  o u r  F a r  E a s te rn  p riso n e rs  
of w ar, g ive  th is  m o v e m e n t e v e ry  po ssib le  help .

T h e  lo t  o f th e  P .O .W . in  J a p a n e s e  h a n d s  in  th e  
e a r ly  d a y s  a f te r  th e  fa ll of H o n g  K o n g  w as c e rta in ly  
v e ry  h a rd , b u t  th e re  is e v id en ce  t h a t  la te ly  co n ­
d itio n s  h a v e  im p ro v e d . M a n y  p r iso n e rs  h a v e  been  
tra n s fe r r e d  to  J a p a n .

T o k y o  a n d  H o n g  K o n g  a re  a m o n g  th e  few p laces 
in  th e  F a r  E a s t  w h ere  I n te r n a t io n a l  R ed  Cross 
D e le g a te s  h a v e  b een  reco g n ised  • b y  th e  J  a p a n ese  
a n d  a re  a llo w ed  to  v is i t  a n d  r e p o r t  o n  cam p s. T h ese  
r e p o r ts  a re  fa ir ly  sa tis fa c to ry  ; h e a lth  is  im p ro v in g  
a n d  m o ra le  h a s  a t  a ll t im e s  b een  v e ry  h ig h . F re ­
q u e n t  c o n c e r ts  a re  h e ld  a n d  th e re  is a  c e rta in  
a m o u n t  of s p o r ts  g e a r  av a ila b le .

T h e  la te s t  J a p a n e s e  re s tr ic tio n s  l im it  c o rre ­
sp o n d en ce  to  p o s tc a rd s  of 25 w ords, a n d  fo r th is  
rea so n  th e  re c e n tly  a rr iv e d  m ail is d isa p p o in tin g  
f ro m  th e  p o in t  of v iew  of new s th o u g h  i t  h a s  g iven  
g re a t  jo y  to  th e  rec ip ien ts .

I t  c a n  no w  b e  a n n o u n c ed  t h a t  th e  W a r Office, 
a f te r  le n g th y  co rre sp o n d en ce , h as  a t  lo n g  la s t  a g reed

to  p a y  a  p o r tio n  of c o m p e n sa tio n  fo r lo s t p ro p e r ty  
to  w ives of O th e r  R a n k s  o f th e  i s t  M idd lesex  
B a t ta l io n  w ho  w ere e v a c u a te d  from  H o n g -K o n g  
b e fo re  th e  J  a p a n ese  a s sa u lt,  a n d  w ho  h a v e  since 
r e tu rn e d  to  th is  c o u n try  a n d  s e t  u p  new  hom es.

In  D ecem b er, 1941, th ese  w iv es  w ere p e rm itte d  to  
ta k e  w ith  th e m  on  e v a c u a tio n  one  sm a ll su it-case , 
leav in g  a ll th e i r  rem a in in g  p ro p e r ty  on  th e  Is la n d  
to  fall in to  J a p a n e s e  h a n d s.

F u ll c o m p e n sa tio n  w ill N O T  b e  p a id  u n til  th e  
w a r  is o v e r a n d  is a  m a t te r  fo r  th e  B o a rd  of T ra d e  
to  se ttle , b u t  th e s e  w ives w ill s h o rt ly  be  ask ed  b y  
th e  W a r  Office to  s ta te  th e i r  claim s.

T h is  concession  is ow ed  to  th e  e ffo rts  o f M rs. 
T id b u ry , w ho  a p p ro a c h e d  C a p t. L . D. G am m an s, 
M .P ., to  p lea d  o u r  cau se  w ith  th e  S e c re ta ry  of 
S ta te  fo r  W a r, w h ich  he  d id , o b ta in in g  a  co n sid e rab le  
v ic to ry , fo r w h ich  w e a re  v e ry  g ra te fu l.

T H E  D I E - H A R D S ’ P R A Y E R

O n 16 th  M ay, 1944, a t  th e  local c e le b ra tio n  of 
A lb u h e ra  D a y  h e ld  b y  th e  2n d  C a d e t B a t ta l io n  of 
th e  M idd lesex  R e g im e n t a t  H a rro w , th e re  w as 
•published  fo r th e  f irs t  t im e  “  T h e  D ie -H a rd s ’ 
P r a y e r .”

I t s  a u th o r  w ishes to  re m a in  an o n y m o u s , b u t  we 
feel t h a t  ev en  so i t  d eserv es  a  fa r  w id e r pu b lic . 
I t  h a s  b een  r e p r in te d  in  th e  H a rro w  local p a p e r  an d  
w e g ive  i t  be low  in  i ts  e n tire ty , h o p in g  t h a t  i ts  
in sp ira t io n  w ill b e  of h e lp  to  a ll m em b ers  of th e  
R e g im e n t a t  h o m e a n d  overseas.

O h G od, lik e  In g lis , m a k e  o f  m e 
A D ie -H a rd , b ra v e  a n d  t ru e  ;

L ike  P ic to n , g ive  m e W ill to  see 
E a c h  co n flic t b ra v e ly  th ro u g h .

A n d  w hen , oh  G od, lik e  S te p h en so n  
T h o u  c a lle s t m e to  res t,

G ive m e T h in e  a rm s  to  r e s t  u p o n  
A n d  p a ss  th e  fina l te s t.

A n d  if  in  m a n h o o d s ’ d a w n in g  h o u r  
T h y  B ugle  Call I  h ea r,

G ive m e, as  H allow es, F a i th  a n d  P o w er 
T o  follow  w ith o u t  fear.

S u s ta in  th o se  D ie -H a rd s  follow ing on 
W ith  C ourage, L o v e  a n d  S tre n g th ,

L en d  th e m  T h in e  A rm s to  r e s t  upon ,
A n d  g ive  th e m  P eace  a t  len g th .

M ID D L E S E X  R E G IM E N T A L  B A N D

Since th e  s ta r t  o f  1944 o u r R e g im e n ta l B a n d  h as  
p la y e d  a t  26 to w n s  in  N o rfo lk , Suffolk, C am b rid g e  
a n d  E ssex  in  co n n e c tio n  w ith  v a rio u s  local “ S a lu te  
th e  S o ld ie r ” C am paigns.

L e tte r s  of g ra te fu l  th a n k s  h a v e  b een  rece ived  
fro m  a ll th e  L oca l Councils.

A t  W a lth a m  Cross th e  B an d , u n d e r  B a n d m a ste r  
C. D en n is , A .R .C .M ., w as th a n k e d  p e rso n a lly  b y  
M rs. W in s to n  C h u rch ill for th e i r  a id  to  th e  cause . 
T h is  sp ecia l n o tic e  w as m u ch  a p p re c ia te d  b y  all 
r a n k s  in  th e  B an d .

T h e  B a n d  h as  b een  e x c ep tio n a lly  w ell t r e a te d  on  
a ll th ese  occasions.

O u r o n ly  re g re t  is t h a t  d u e  to  th e  B a n d  be ing  
a llo t te d  o u ts id e  L o n d o n  D is tr ic t  we h a v e  been  ab le  
o n ly  on  ra re  o ccasions to  p la y  in o u r  h o m e c o u n ty . 
I t  was, how ever, p ossib le  to  d o  so a t  A cton , F in ch ley  
a n d  Chisw ick.
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C A SU A LT Y  LIST

T h e  Colonel of th e  R e g im e n t reg re ts  to  a n n o u n ce  
th e  follow ing c a su a ltie s  :

O F F IC E R S

K ille d

S i c i l y . — 2 /L ieu t. G. S m ullen .
I t a l y . — L ieut.-C ol. G. M. d e  B. M onk, M.C., 

C ap t. J . B. E n tw is tle , C ap t. J .  R . A sling, L ieu t. 
L. G. H o o p er, L ieu t. W . F. B a r t le t t ,  2 /L ie u t. E . R . 
B a rn e tt .

B u r m a h .— C ap t. C. A. P . G aydon .
N o r m a n d y .-—T /M ajo r  E . L. G . P assy , C ap t.

F . N . S h ip p am , T /C a p t. L. G . M cDow ell, L ieu t. H . 
D ixon, L ieu t. L. H . Jo n es, L ieu t. F . R . W aitin g , 
L ieu t. F . V. H an d s lip , L ieu t. A. W . B ette ll.

D ied  o f W o u n d s

I t a l y . — L ieu t. K . R . P ic k a rd , M.C., L ieu t. J .  G. 
W addell.

N o r m a n d y .— L ie u t. L . H . L o tte n b e rg .

D ied  O verseas

I t a l y . — L ieu t. J . A. C hurch ill, L ie u t. A. L. 
B rig h t.

D ied a t H o m e

L ieut.-C ol. H a rv e y  G oodw in, D .S .O ., 2 7 th  J u n e , 
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M ajo r C. K itch in , D .S .O ., 2nd A pril, 1944.

M iss in g , P resum ed K ille d

C ap t. A. J .  W arren .

W o u n d e d

S i c i l y . — 2 /L ieu t. W . A. Im p ey .
I t a l y . — M ajo r H . A. C. P age, M ajo r A. Jeffe rson , 

C-apt. J . A. N urse , L ieu t. E. E tch ells , L ieu t. F . S. 
M o rtim er, M.C., L ie u t. F . D. J . G rim sdale , L ieu t.
E . K . R o b e r ts , L ieu t. D . W . H ab g o o d , 2 /L ie u t. J . 
C oakley , 2 /L ieu t. C u n n in g h am .

B u r m a h .— C ap t. R . H . R . H ew son.
N o r m a n d y .— M ajo r W . D. E llis , T /M ajo r C. D. L. 

B re re to n , C ap t. A. C. B u rto n , C ap t. W. D. C av en ­
dish , C ap t. W . O. N icholl, C ap t. H . F enw ick , C ap t 
C. W . F la ta u , C ap t. J . K . F ox , C ap t. R. J . P  
Cum m ings, T /C a p t. C. E . Cullen, T /C a p t. L. J  
D elaney , L ieu t. P. F . E d w ard s , L ieu t. M. E 
M orton , L ieu t. L. F. B ak er, L ieu t. D. S. F u lto n  
L ieu t. E . W . S ta rtu p . L ieu t. J . R . G ray , L ieu t 
R . B. B e tts ,  L ieu t. L. T. A tk in s, L ieu t. H . J 
D aw son, M.C., L ieu t. K . O. Shaw , L ieu t. J .  F . C 
H a y w a rd , L ieu t. K . G. W rig h t, L ieu t. G. H  
K ram ers , L ieu t. H . M cP. Page.

P ris o n e r of W a r

I t a l y . — C ap t. J . G. S tev en s, L ieu t. J .  L. A. 
C eaton , L ieu t. J . H . W . M ould, L ieu t. R. C. H. 
S aunders.

N .C .O .s  A N D  O T H E R  R A N K S  

K ille d

I t a l y . — L /S e rg t. W . W . H e b b a rd , Cpl. F . A. 
T u ck e r, P te . S. G. B ass, P te . A . L. G ray , P te . L. 
G ray , P te .  W . G. H igg ins, P te .  A . F . K a n b o rn , 
P te .  W . W o rra ll.

N o r m a n d y .— Cpl. F . J .  Eyles, Cpl. E . A. G reen , 
P te .  K . S eam an , P te .  T . J .  C ham bers , S erg t. E . 
Poole, A /Cpl. H . B iddell, P te .  V. B ak er, P te . R . A. 
H a rp e r, P te . R . H ine, P te .  T. Je ffrey , P te . H . C. H. 
J e n n in g s , P te . C. N elson , P te . W . A. T a y lo r, P te .
H . T om linson .

D ied  o f W o u n d s

N o r m a n d y .— S erg t. L . S. G . H o rris , A /S erg t.
E . A. P a lm er, Cpl. W . J .  R oullier, P te . P . J .  G ulv in , 
P te . T . E . Miles, P te . K . P au l, P te . P . H . R ich a rd so n .

P re v io u s ly  R ep o rted  W o u n d e d  N o w  R ep o rted  D ied  
o f W o u n d s

P te . G. E . B razea r, P te .  C. L. H o w ard .

W o u n d ed

N o r m a n d y .— Serg t. A. L. B u ck in g h am , S erg t. F. 
D ollin , S erg t. F . L. D eering , Serg t. C. J .  Cooper, 
Serg t. F. C h ester, S erg t. G. P a lm er, S erg t. D . Segal. 
A /S erg t. F . V. S tev en s, L /S e rg t. F . G azza rd , L S erg t.
E . G. M o u n t, L 'S e rg C  G. H . C laydon , Cpl. E. Y ates, 
Cpl. F . T . A rm itag e , Cpl. H . J .  T u rn e r, Cpl. E . N. 
W ilcox , L /C pl. J .  H a lfo rd , L /Cpl. J .  A. H ob b s, 
L /C pl. F. G. D ean , L /C pl. E . W . C. G oodfellow , 
P te . IC. A. B ray , P te . W. C. M onkley, P te . W . 
R obson , P te . J .  C a r te r , P te .  A. E v erso n , P te .  H . D. 
K irb y , P te . C. R . K itch e n h a m , P te . W . J . A kam , 
P te . A. W . H. A rno ld , P te . H . C aird . P te .  M. Cooper, 
P te . B. G. W . Fenn , P te . K . G. G ray , P te . G. Lewis, 
P te . A. M cK in ley , P te . J .  N oble. P te . S. G. Salo, 
P te . J . Sh arp , P te . L. T . T russ, P te . H . C. W h ite , 
P te . F . F . B y rn e , P te . A. H . G rim shaw , P te . O. 
L ink , P te .  S. A. M yland, P te .  J .  S alik , P te . P  
W asley , P te .  A. Y a te s-S o u th g a te , P te . E . B rooks. 
P te . E . J .  F eeney , P te . J .  W . F lem m ing , P te . J . 
H ay , P te . M. H odge, P te .  J .  M cA rth u r, P te . J .  J . 
M organ, P te . J .  W . W ilson.

P re v io u s ly  R ep o rted  P .O .W . N o w  R ep o rted  D ied  As  
P ris o n e r O f W a r .

L /C p l. V. J .  F . L in to n .

P re v io u s ly  R ep o rted  M issing  N o w  R ep o rted  P riso n er  
of W a r

P te . A. J .  W illis.

D ied

N o. 6212525 S e rg t. T . N . L yon .

T h e  d raw in g s  for th e  b lo ck s  used  a s  co lu m n  
head in g s  in th is  issue w ere m ad e  b y  an  ex -S erg ean t 
of th e  R e g im en t, Mr. A. T . D ick inson , of 49, 
In g lew ay , N o r th  F in ch ley , w ho w as for m a n y  years 
a  m em b er of one  of o u r  T e rrito r ia l B a tta lio n s . W e 
ow e h im  o u r  th a n k s  fo r  th is  c o n c re te  ex p ress io n  of 
h is c o n tin u e d  in te re s t in  th e  R eg im en t.



T H E  T O U C H  O F  T O - M O R R O W  IN  T H E  P L A N S  
O F  T O D A Y

T h e  fu tu re  s ta r ts  w ith  y o u r  f irs t th o u g h t  a b o u t  
i t .  a n d  th e  fu tu re  o f m a n y  e x -S erv ice  m en  w as 
p la n n e d  o n  S a tu rd a y ,  2 6 th  A u g u s t, w h en  a n  e v e n t  
o f s in g u la r  in te r e s t  to o k  p lace .

F o r  w h a t  is b e liev ed  to  b e  th e  f irs t  t im e  a ll th e  
B a t ta l io n  C o m m a n d e rs  o r  th e i r  Seconds-in -C om - 
m a n d  o f th e  H o m e  G u a rd  in  th e  w hole  C o u n ty  of 
M idd lesex  w ere  in v ite d  to  a  lu n ch eo n  a t  th e  S av o y  
g iv en  o n  b e h a lf  of th e  M id d lesex  R e g im e n ta l 
A sso c ia tio n  to  m e e t  th e  G .O .C ., L o n d o n  D is tr ic t ,  
L ie u t.-G e n e ra l S ir  C h arle s  L o y d , K .C .B ., D .S .O ., 
M .C., a n d  t o  d iscu ss  th e  p ro b le m  of p lac in g  th e  ex- 
S e rv ic e m a n  in  co n g en ia l p o s t-w a r  em p lo y m en t, 
a lso  to  c e le b ra te  th e  r e b ir th  o f “  T h e  D ie -H a rd s  ” 
a f te r  five y e a rs  of n o n -p u b lic a tio n .

N o t  o n ly  w as e v e ry  B a t ta l io n  of th e  H o m e  G u ard , 
w h o se  m em b e rs  w e a r  th e  b a d g e  of th e  M idd lesex  
R e g im e n t, rep re se n te d , b u t  th e  D e p u ty  A d ju ta n t-  
G en era l, M a jo r-G en era l th e  V isc o u n t B rid g em an , 
C .B ., D .S .O ., M.C. ; th e  D e p u ty  D irec to r-G en e ra l 
o f  A rm y  W elfa re , B r ig a d ie r  M. C. M organ, M.C. ; 
th e  D e p u ty  D ire c to r  G en era l H o m e  G u ard , 
B r ig a d ie r  J .  A. L o n g m o re , M .B .E ., T .D ., D .L . ; 
th e  H o m e  G u a rd  A d v ise r  L o n d o n  D is tr ic t ,  B rig ad ie r  
J .  W h ite h e a d , C .M .G ., C .B .E ., D .S .O . ; th e  N o rth -  
W e st L o n d o n  S u b -D is tr ic t  C o m m an d er, B rig ad ie r  
A. H . C. S w in to n , M .C., a n d  Col. A . M. O. A nw yl- 
P a ss in g h a m . C .B .E ., D .L ., J .P . ,  re p re se n tin g  th e  
M id d lesex  T e r r i to r ia l  A sso c ia tio n , w ere  th ere .

B rig ad ie r  V. C o p la n d -G riifith s , D .S .O ., M.C., 
t h e  S o u th -W e s t  L o n d o n  S u b -D is tr ic t  C o m m an d er, 
w as u n a b le  to  b e  p re s e n t ,  b u t  each  of th e  fo u r 
S ec to rs  c o n cern ed  w ere r e p re s e n te d  e ith e r  b y  th e ir  
C o m m a n d e rs  o r  th e  S eco n d s-in -C o m m an d . S ” 
S e c to r  C o m m a n d e r  Col. S ir  P h ilip  C arleb ach ,
C .M .G ., C .B .E ., T .D ., a n d  “ X  ” S e c to r C o m m an d er 
Col. P . E . C olm an, D .S .O ., M .C., w ere  th e re , an d  
th e  S e c o n d s-in -C o m m an d  o f “ Y  ”  a n d  "  T  ” 
S ec to rs , L ieu t.-C o l. J .  S. C ro sb y , O .B .E .. M.C., 
a n d  L ieu t.-C o l. F . W . M ackenzie  re p re s e n te d  th e ir  
C o m m an d ers .

Col. S. A. W ise, O .B .E ., H .G ., H .A .A ., a n d  C ap t.
I. M. F lo o r, of th e  B e lg ian  A rm y , w ere  a lso  th e re  
a n d  th e  g a th e r in g  w as u n d e r  th e  p re s id e n cy  o f th e  
C olonel of th e  R eg im e n t, Col. M. B ro w n e, M .C., D .L .

E v e ry o n e  p re s e n t  h a d , in s te a d  o f th e  u su a l 
p lace -ca rd , a  sm a ll b o o k le t  e n ti t le d  “  R e h a b i li ta ­
t io n ,” w ith  th e i r  n a m e  on  a s  a  m ea n s  of m ark in g  
th e i r  p lac e  a t  th e  tab le s . T h is  b o o k le t s tru c k  a 
v e ry  a r r e s tin g  n o te , as  th e  fo llow ing  q u o ta t io n  
fro m  i ts  f irs t  tw o  p a g e s  w ill show  :

“  T h i s  i s  t h e  T o u c h  o f  T o m o r r o w  in  t h e  
P l a n s  o f  T o d a y — a n d  th is  sm a ll b o o k le t is g iven  
to  yo u  w ith  a  b ig  p u rp o se .

"  I f  y o u  a re  o n  a n y  ty p e  of w a r  w o rk  yo u  a re  
a n  In d u s t r ia l  Sold ier.

” I f  y o u  h a v e  o n ly  h a lf-a -d o z e n  p eo p le  u n d e r  
y o u  on  w a r  w o rk  y o u  a re  th e  C o m m a n d e r  o f  a  
f ig h tin g  fo rm a tio n  a s  m u ch  a s  a n y  F ie ld  Officer 
in  b a t t le .

"  T h is  b o o k le t  c o n ta in s  th e  e ssen tia ls  of a  p lan  
fo r th e  fu tu re  a n d  t h e  f u t u r e  is  n o w  !

*' Y ou w o u ld  n o t  d re a m  of u n d e r ta k in g  a  new  
c o n tr a c t  w ith o u t  p lan n in g  in  ad v a n ce , a n d  th e
F U T U R E  S T A R T S  W IT H  Y O U R  F I R S T  T H O U G H T  A B O U T

” I t  is  a s  m u ch  y o u r  so lem n d u ty  in th e  fu tu re

to  h e lp  to  y o u r  u tm o s t  th e  r e h a b ili ta t io n  of ex- 
S erv ice  m en  a s  i t  h a s  b een  y o u r  d u ty  in  th e  p a s t, 
a n d  is s ti ll  y o u r  d u ty  now , to  a c h iev e  m ax im u m  
w a r tim e  en d e av o u r .

"  T h e  D ic tio n a ry ’s d e fin itio n  of r e h a b i l i t a ­
t i o n  is ‘ R e s to ra t io n  to  fo rm e r r ig h ts , ’ a n d  su re ly  
n o th in g  c a n  b e  m o re  c e rta in  th a n  t h a t  th e  m an  
re tu rn in g  fro m  th e  F o rc es  d eserv es  h is  fo rm er 
r ig h ts  to  b e  re s to re d  to  him .

"  D o  y o u  rem e m b e r  tw o  of th e  F o u r  F reed o m s 
of th e  A tla n tic  C h a r te r  ?

”  F re ed o m  fro m  W a n t. F re ed o m  fro m  F ea r.
” H a v e  y o u  ev e r  k n o w n  th e  s ick liness of F e a r  ? 

N o t  n e c essa rily  th e  fe a r  o f  s u d d e n  d e a th , b u t  
th e  su ffo ca tin g , e v e r-p re se n t  fea r  o f n o t  b e ing  
a b le  to  p ro v id e  fo r  w ife a n d  c h ild ren  ; o r th e  
d e s tro y in g  fea r  of n o t  b e in g  in  a  p o s itio n  to  p lan  
fo r th e  f u tu re  b ecau se  y o u  h a v e  n o  p re s e n t  !

"  D o yo u  rem e m b e r  w h a t  h a p p e n ed  a f te r  th e  
la s t  w a r  ?

“ D o yo u  c o m p la c en tly  say , ‘ T h a t  c a n n o t 
h a p p e n  a g a in , a n d  if i t  co u ld  i t  w o n ’t  h a p p e n  
h e re  ? ’

'■ D o n ’t  be  sm u g  a n d  s it  b a c k  a n d  say , ' T h e  
G o v e rn m e n t a n d  th e i r  officials a re  th e re  to  do  
th is  jo b .’ A ssist th e m  to  a ch iev e  th is  o b jec t.

“  A re y o u  p re p a re d  to  b a c k  y o u r  w o rd s  and  
th o u g h ts  w ith  th e  n e c essa ry  v ision  a n d  a c tio n  ? 
T h e  b o o k le t w e n t o n  to  o u tlin e  in  d ra f t  fo rm  th e  

b ro ad  p rin c ip le s  of ” T h e  M id d l e s e x  S c h e m e ,” 
w h ich  can  be  su m m a rise d  as  follow s :

(1) T o  e n co u rag e  m em b ers  of th e  H o m e  G u ard , 
w ho  a re  in  a ll b ran c h e s  of t ra d e , in d u s try , co m ­
m erce  a n d  th e  p ro fess io n s  (and  in  w hose ra n k s  
even  m a n y  p r iv a te s  a re  em p lo y ers  of sta ff), to  
rea lise  th e  im p o rta n c e  of th e  re h a b ili ta t io n  of 
th e  se rv in g  m an , a n d  to  use  th e i r  b e s t  e n d e av o u rs  
in  e v e ry  w a y  to  o b ta in  co n g en ia l w o rk  w ith in  
th e  C o u n ty  of M idd lesex  fo r (a) r e tu rn in g  so ld ie rs 
of th e  M idd lesex  R e g im en t, a n d  (b) ex -S erv ice- 
m en  w ho  a re  M idd lesex  m en  b y  dom icile.

(2) All e m p lo y e rs  w ith in  th e  C o u n ty  w ill be 
a p p ro a c h e d  w ith  a  v iew  to  th e i r  c o m p ilin g  a  lis t 
of v a c a n t  p o s itio n s  t h a t  w ould  be  su ita b le , a n d /o r  
th e  n u m b e r  a n d  ty p e  of v a c an c ie s  th e y  a re  
p re p a re d  to  m a k e  in  th e ir  o rg an isa tio n . T h e  
H o m e  G u a rd  B a tta l io n s  in  th e  C o u n ty  fo rm  a  
re a d y -m a d e  o rg an isa tio n  fo r th e  c o m p ila tio n  
of th is  lis t, d e ta ils  o f  w h ich  w ould  be  se n t  to  th e  
C o u n ty  T e r r i to r ia l  A sso c ia tio n , w ho w ould  co n ­
so lid a te  th e  lis ts  a n d  fo rw a rd  a  C o u n ty  L is t to  
th e  M in is try  of L a b o u r, th u s  g iv in g  th e  M in is try  
ad v a n c e  in fo rm a tio n  a n d  co -o p e ra tio n .

(3) I t  w ill a lso  b e  th e  d u ty  of th e  C o u n ty  
R e g im e n ta l A ssoc ia tion  to  s t im u la te  am o n g  th e

’ p o te n t ia l  em p lo y e rs  w ith in  th e  C o u n ty  a n d  th e  
H o m e  G u a rd  th e  goodw ill, to le ran c e  a n d  g en e ra l 
a ss is ta n c e  t h a t  is  so v i ta l ly  n ecessa ry  o v e r t h a t  
m o s t d ifficu lt p e rio d  w h en  th e  re tu rn in g  S erv ice  
m an  h a s  to  se tt le  d o w n  to  a  new  life.
"  R e h a b i l i t a t i o n  ”  a n d  th e  re -b ir th  o f “ T h e  

D i e - H a r d s , ” to g e th e r  w ith  i ts  affilia tio n  w ith  th e  
H o m e  G u ard , w as co n ceiv ed  b y  L ieu t.-C o l. F. 
B ad en -P o w ell W eil, a n d  th e  b o o k le t w as w ri tte n  
b y  C ap t. G. E . M oore, of th e  2 4 th  M iddlesex  
B a t ta l io n  H o m e  G u ard , w ho is a lso  a c tin g  as 
E d i to r  of th is  Jo u rn a l .

L ieu t.-C o l. F . B .-P . W eil h a s  a  v e ry  special th re e ­
fo ld  in te re s t  a n d  q u a lif ic a tio n  w h ich  en ab le s  h im , 
b e t te r  th a n  m o s t people , to  c re a te  a  reh a b ili ta t io n  
schem e.

Z)L Sbie

F irs t ly ,  he  is th e  M an ag in g  D irec to r of a  g ro u p  of 
o rg an isa tio n s  w h ich  em p lo y  a  to ta l  o f m o re  th a n
3,000 peo p le  in  a n d  n e a r  M iddlesex .

S econd ly , he  has for fo u r y e a rs  b een  a  B a tta l io n  
C o m m an d er in  th e  M idd lesex  H o m e  G u ard .

A nd , th ird ly , h e  h as  b een  since th e  e a r ly  d a y s  of 
th e  w ar, a n  A rm y  W elfa re  Officer in  th e  C o u n ty  of 
M iddlesex , a n d  as  su ch  h as  d e a lt  w ith  a n d  h an d le d  
th re e  th o u sa n d  cases w ith in  th e  C o u n ty .

So, h e  h a s  f irs t-h a n d  k now ledge  of a ll s id es  o f  th e  
q u e s tio n  a n d  s tro n g  p e rso n a l c o n ta c ts  w ith  each  
p a r ty  to  th e  p ro b lem .

T h e  Colonel of th e  R e g im en t, C o l .  M. B r o w n e ,  
M .C., w h en  in tro d u c in g  th e  g u es t of h o n o u r, L ie u t.-  
G enera l S ir  C harles L oyd , sa id  : “  F ir s t  o f  a ll I 
w ou ld  like, on  b eh a lf  of us all, to  th a n k  Col. W eil 
a n d  h is  p a r tn e r ,  C ap t. F loor, fo r  th e  a rra n g in g  of 
th is  v e ry  fine lun ch eo n . I t  w as Col. W e il’s id ea  
to  b r in g  us to g e th e r  in  th is  w a y  so t h a t  w e m ig h t  
d iscuss p lan s  fo r th e  rec e p tio n  of o u r  bo y s w ho will 
b e  co m in g  b a c k  fro m  th e  v a rio u s  f ro n ts . A nd  i t  
h a s  b een  a rra n g e d  a t  no ex p en se  to  th e  M idd lesex  
R eg im e n ta l A ssoc ia tion . F o r  t h a t  we ow e o u r 
th a n k s  to  Col. W eil.

"  S econd ly , I  w ould  like  to  say  a  w ord  to  th o se  
officers of th e  H o m e  G u a rd  w ho a re  w ith  us to d a y .

"  As y o u  know , I  h av e  been  t ry in g  fo r som e tim e  
p a s t  to  h a v e  th e  H o m e  G u a rd  of M iddlesex  a c cep ted  
as  p a r t  of th e  M idd lesex  R e g im en t, b u t ,  u n ­
fo rtu n a te ly , th e  W a r  Office h a v e  n o t  b een  ab le  to  
agree . N ev erth e less , a lth o u g h  we c a n ’t  c a ll you  
m em b ers  of th e  R eg im en t, w ea rin g  th e  b a d g e  of 
th e  M idd lesex  w e look u p o n  y o u  as  b e long ing  to  us.

"  D u rin g  th e  p a s t  y e a r  o u r  ch ief a im  h a s  been  to  
im prove- th e  to u ch  b e tw een  th e  C o u n ty  a n d  th e  
R e g im en t, a n d  in  t h a t  you  of th e  H o m e  G u ard  
h av e  been  v e ry  h e lp fu l. T h e  M iddlesex  R eg im en ta l 
A ssoc ia tion  is b eco m in g  k n o w n  p a r t ly  th ro u g h  th e  
H o m e  G uard .

"  W ith  so la rg e  a  p ro p o rtio n  of o u r  R eg im en t 
se rv in g  o verseas w e h av e  been  u n a b le  to  h e lp  as 
m u ch  as  w e w ould  h a v e  liked, b u t  I can  a ssu re  you 
th a t  a ll t h a t  c a n  b e  d o n e  will b e  done.

"  T h a n k s  to  Col. W eil i t  h as  now  b ecom e possib le  
to  re issue  “ T h e  D ie -H a rd s ,”  th e  R eg im en ta l 
Jo u rn a l ,  w h ich  ceased  p u b lic a tio n  on  th e  o u tb re a k  
of w ar, a n d  w ith  Col. W eil's  su p p o rt  a n d  C ap t. 
M oore, h is P e rso n a l A ss istan t, a s  E d ito r , we hope 
in  th e  fu tu re  to  k n it  th e  R eg im en ta l, T e rrito ria l, 
W elfa re  a n d  C ad e t F o rces  to g e th e r  a n d  sp read  th e  
e x is te n ce  a n d  a c h iev em en ts  of th e  M iddlesex 
R e g im e n ta l A sso c ia tio n  m o re  w ide ly  th ro u g h o u t 
th e  C oun ty .

” T h e n  th e re  is th e  m a t te r  of o u r resp o n sib ilitie s  
fo r  th e  m en  of o u r R e g im en t, w ho will be re tu rn in g  
fro m  th e  b a t t le  f ro n ts . B y  th a t ,  I  d o  n o t m ean  
t h a t  th e y  w ill be re tu rn in g  to m o rro w  o r  ev en  w ith in  
th e  n e x t  few  m o n th s . F irs t  th e re  a re  th e  G erm an s 
to  se ttle  a n d  th e n  th e  Ja p an e se . In d eed , I c a n n o t 
see a n y  of th e  b oys of m y  R e g im e n t re tu rn in g  
u n til  th e  J a p s  h av e  b een  finished w ith . B u t sooner 
o r la te r  th e  tim e  w ill com e w hen th e y  will be  d is­
ch a rg ed  a n d  w ork  m u s t b e  fo u n d  for all. A nd th a t  
is  w here  you em p lo y ers  of lab o u r am o n g  us c a n  help .

”  T h e  so ld ier of to d a y  is n o t like  th e  so ld ie r of 
1914, u n tra in e d  in  m o d ern  th in g s . W a rfa re  to d a y  
is  a  m ech an ica l th in g  a n d  a large  p e rc e n tag e  of 
th e  re tu rn in g  m en  will be  h ig h ly  sk illed  c ra ftsm e n  
in  m an y  sp h e res  of c iv ilian  e m p lo y m en t. I t  is 
up  to  you a n d  y o u r co lleagues to  s e e 'th a t  th e y  ge t 
th e  c h an ce  of t h a t  em p lo y m en t.
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F o r  m y  o w n p a r t  I  can  o n ly  sa y  th a t  we c a n ’t  
re p a y  ev en  a  h u n d re d th  p a r t  of w h a t  w e owe to  
th e m — th e  B ritish  soldier.

"  I t  is n o w  m y  h a p p y  d u ty  a n d  p riv ileg e  to  
in tro d u c e  to  y o u  th e  G.O .C. L o n d o n  D is tr ic t, 
L ie u t.-G e n era l S ir  C harles L oyd , w ho w ill sp eak  
to  u s .”

In  th e  co u rse  of h is  speech , S i r  C h a r l e s  sa id  : 
” . . .  T h e  n e x t  q u e s tio n  is a  m o st im p o r ta n t  one—  
th e  e m p lo y m e n t of th e  re tu rn in g  soldier. T h e  
sco u rg e  of u n e m p lo y m en t on  a  large  scale  m u s t 
n e v e r  h a p p e n  ag a in . W h a t  I w a n t to  see is to ta l  
em p lo y m en t, n o t  to ta l  u n e m p lo y m en t. In  th is  
th e  A ssoc ia tion  c a n  h e lp  b y  a ssu rin g  am o n g  its  
m em b ers  w ho a re  em p lo y ers  of lab o u r  t h a t  w ork  
is fo u n d  for th ese  m en , w ho h a v e  fo u g h t so g a lla n tly  
a n d  m ag n ificen tly  fo r  th e ir  c o u n try . W ith  th is  in 
m in d , th ere fo re , I h o p e  t h a t  a ll em p lo y ers  of la b o u r  
h e re  to d a y  will rise  to  th e  o ccasion  a n d  see th a t  
ev e ry o n e  of th e  m ag n ificen t f igh ting  m en w ho will 
be  r e tu rn in g  w ill find em p lo y m en t a n d  good h om es 
as  well, for i t  is ind eed  a  p leasu re  to  d o  a n y th in g  
fo r  th e  B ritish  so ld ie r.”

M a jo r - G e n e r a l  L o r d  B r id g e m a n  sa id  : ” I
w ou ld  lik e  to  say  th re e  th in g s . F i r s t  I w ould like 
to  th a n k  Col. W eil fo r th e  v e ry  ex ce llen t lu n ch  
w hich  h e  h as  a rra n g e d  for us h e re  to d ay .

” S econd ly , a f te r  th re e -a n d -a -h a lf  y e a rs ’ asso c ia­
tio n  w ith  th e  H o m e  G u a rd  I w ould  like  to  te ll you  
how  v e ry  m u ch  p leasu re  i t  g ives m e to  see y o u  all 
a g a in , w ith  y o u r  sleeves u p  a n d  rea d y  fo r th e  ta s k  
as  usua l.

T h ird ly , I sho u ld  a lso  like  yo u  to  k now  t h a t  
w hen  I see th e  A d ju tan t-G e n e ra l I sha ll c e rta in lv  
te ll  h im  of th e  e n th u s ia sm  a n d  w ork you a re  p u ttin g  
in to  su ch  a  good cause, a n d  I c a n  a ssu re  yo u  t h a t  
you  w ill find  h im  g enerous in  h is su p p o rt.

” T h e  p ro b lem  of reh a b ilita tio n  is one  w hich  
c a n n o t b e  d e a lt  w ith  to o  soon o r  to o  th o ro u g h ly . 
T h e  A rm y  in  p e a ce tim e  d e p e n d s  u p o n  th e  t re a tm e n t  
of th o se  w ho cam e  b ack  in  tim e  of w ar, how  well 
th e y  a re  looked  a f te r  a n d  p laced  in e m p lo y m en t. 
A good R e g im e n t looks a f te r  i ts  ow n soldiers. 
W h en  th e y  do  th a t  th e ir  r e p u ta tio n  will m ak e  
rec ru itin g  easy . T h a t  is w h ere  th e  v a lu e  of th e  
M iddlesex  S chem e com es in , b o th  fro m  th e  p o in t  of 
v iew  of th e  re tu rn in g  so ld ier a n d  th e  c o u n try  o f  th e  
fu tu re .

B u t th e  h an d lin g  of su ch  re tu rn in g  so ld iers is  a  
p ro b le m  a n d  a  v e ry  specia l one a t  th a t .

N in e  y ea rs  as  C h a irm an  of th e  E m p lo y m e n t 
C o m m itte e  h as  p a r t ic u la r ly  im p ressed  u p o n  m e tw o  
asp ec ts  of th e  p ro b lem  w hich  h a v e  n o t b een  to u ch ed  
u p o n  to d ay .

“ O ne is th e  im p o rta n c e  of d ea lin g  a s  in d iv id u a ls  
w ith  th e  ty p e s  w ho need  o u r h e lp  m o st— th e  reg u lar 
so ld ie r w ith  n o  tra in in g  fo r c iv ilian  life, th e  P riso n e r 
of W a r  a n d  th e  d isa b le m e n t case.

T h e  second is tra in in g . M odern  em p lo y m en t is 
of a  h ig h  s ta n d a rd  a n d  such  m en m u s t  b e  h an d led  
c a re fu lly  if th e y  a re  to  ta k e  th e ir  p lac e  w ith  th e  
o th e r  c o m p e tito rs  in  t h a t  w orld. I hope, th erefo re , 
t h a t  a n y  reh a b ili ta t io n  schem e will in v o lv e  som e 
fo rm  of p ro fessiona l tra in in g  w hich  w ill h e lp  to  fill 
th e  g ap  th a t  w a r  h a s  m ad e  in  th e  so ld ie r 's  life and  
e n ab le  h im  to  r e tu rn  to  a  n o rm a l a n d  successful 
life as  soon a s  possible.

” T o t h a t  en d  1 w ish  y o u  of th e  M iddlesex S chem e 
ev e ry  success, b o th  in  th e  p re p a ra tio n s  for re ­
h a b ilita tio n  a n d  in  th e  re -in tro d u c tio n  of th e  old 
* D ie -H a rd s .’ ”
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B r ig a d ie r  S w in t o n  th e n  s p o k e  a n d  c o m m e n d e d  
t h e  S c h e m e  fr o m  t h e  p o in t  o f  v i e w  o f  th e  H o m e  
G u a r d s ’ p a r t ic ip a t io n  in  i t  :

" I  h a v e  b e e n  a sk e d  t o  sp e a k  in  s u p p o r t  o f  th e  
D ie - H a r d s  ’ o n  b e h a lf  o f  t h e  H o m e  G u ard . A s  

r e g a r d s  t h e  ‘ D ie - H a r d s ,'  a s  s o m e o n e  w h o  h a s  
a s s is te d  w ith  t h e  B r ig a d e  o f  G u a r d s  M a g a z in e  for  
t h e  p a s t  t w e n t y  y e a r s , I c a n  o n ly  e x t e n d  t o  C a p t. 
M o o re m y  s in c e r e  s y m p a t h y  fo r  th e  ta s k  h e  has*  
ta k e n  on . B u t  I k n o w  th a t ,  t o g e th e r  w ith  o u r  h o s t .  
C ol. W e il , h e  w ill  e n s u r e  t h a t  i t s  s u c c e s s  w ill  n e v e r  
b e  in  d o u b t .

“ A s  r e g a r d s  t h e  r e h a b i l it a t io n  sc h e m e , t o  th o s e  
o f  u s  w h o  h a v e  n o t  h a d  th e  g o o d  fo r tu n e  t o  p la y  a  
p a r t  in  t h e  f ig h t in g  o v e r se a s , i t  i s  a g ra n d  o p p o r ­
t u n i t y  t o  d o  s o m e th in g  fo r  t h e  g a l la n t  b o y s  w h o  
h a v e  b o r n e  th e  b r u n t o f  t h e  b a t t le ,  a n d  p a r t ic u la r ly  
t h e  b o y s  o f  th e  M id d le se x  R e g im e n t .

A f te r  th e  p e a c e  m ill io n s  o f  S e r v ic e  m e n  w ill  b e  
r e tu r n in g  t o  th e ir  h o m e s , e x p e c t in g  t o  fin d  jo b s  
w a it in g  a n d  o p e n  fo r  th e m . M a n y  o f  th e m  w ill  
h a v e  b e e n  h e a r in g  o f  th e  h ig h  w a g e s  ea r n e d  b y  
th e ir  b r o th e r s , s is te r s , w iv e s  o r  fa th e r s  d u r in g  th e  
w a r  y e a r s , a n d  re tu r n  e x p e c t in g  th e  sa m e  s ta n d a r d .  
I t  is  u p  t o  u s  t o  s e e  th a t ,  a s  fa r  a s  p o ss ib le , t h e y  
g e t  t h o s e  jo b s  a n d  s ta n d a r d s . I f  th e  jo b s  a re  n o t  
th e r e  w e  ca n  m a k e  th e m .

W e  m ig h t  e v e n  se n d  t h e  ¿ 1 5  a  w e e k  p e o p le  o f  
t h e  p a s t  f iv e  y e a r s  o u t  t o  lo o k  a fte r  G e r m a n y —  
le d  b y  th e  H o m e  G u a r d — w h ile  th e  b o y s  c o m e  
h o m e  t o  c a r r y  o n  h ere .

T h e  r e tu r n in g  so ld ie r  is  a  m o s t  d if f ic u lt  m a n . 
T h e r e  is  s o m e th in g  in  m il i ta r y  tr a in in g  w h ich  
u n f it s  a  m a n  fo r  c iv i l ia n  life . T h e  re tu r n e d  f ig h tin g  
m a n  w ill  n e e d  c a r e fu l h a n d lin g  a n d  p a t ie n c e  o n  th e  
p a r t  o f  t h e  e m p lo y e r . H e  m u s t  b e  g iv e n  ju s t  a s  
m u c h  r e s p o n s ib il ity  a s  h e  is  a c c u s to m e d  to , n o  
m o r e  a n d  n o  le ss .

“ B u t ,  a b o v e  a ll, h e  m u s t  b e  g iv e n  th e  tr a in in g  
t h a t  w ill e n a b le  h im  t o  fe e l  th e  c o n f id e n c e  in  h im s e lf  
t h a t  is  e s s e n t ia l  t o  s p e e d y  r e h a b ilita t io n  a n d  a  
fr esh  s ta r t  in  th e  w o r ld  h e  knew' b e fo r e  1 9 3 9 .”

Co l . A n w y l -P a s s in g h a m  su p p o r te d  th e  sc h e m e  
w h o le h e a r t e d ly  o n  b e h a lf  o f  th e  T e r r ito r ia l A s s o c ia ­
t io n  :

“  I w o u ld  l ik e  fir s t o f  a ll t o  p a y  tr ib u te  t o  th e  
g r a n d  id e a  o f  C ol. W e il  in  b r in g in g  u s  t o g e th e r  in  
th is  w a y  t o d a y  fo r  s u c h  a  m a g n if ic e n t  c a u s e . A n d  I 
c a n  a ssu r e  y o u  t h a t  w e  o f  th e  M id d le se x  T err ito r ia l  
A s s o c ia t io n  w o u ld  l ik e  t o  c o -o p e r a te  w ith  y o u  n o t  

*o n lv  in  th e  r e v iv a l o f  y o u r  M a g a z in e  ' T h e  D ie -  
H a r d s ,’ b u t  a ls o  in  th e  r e h a b ilita t io n  a n d  e m p lo y ­
m e n t  o f  r e tu r n in g  M id d le se x  m e n  in  th e  A r m y .

'■ I w o u ld , in d e e d , l ik e  t o  s e e  b u r e a u x  e s ta b lis h e d  
a ll  o v e r  th e  c o u n tr y , so  t h a t  M id d le se x  m e n  w h e r e v e r  
t h e y  m a y  b e  w o u ld  b e  a ssu r e d  o f  e v e r y  a s s is ta n c e  
a n d  s u p p o r t  in  th e ir  e v e r y  e f fo r t  t o  re -f it  t h e m s e lv e s  
fo r  c iv i l ia n  life .

“ I h a v e , in  fa c t ,  b e e n  to ld  t h a t  i t  is  t h e  in t e n t io n  
t o  e x t e n d  th e  s c h e m e  e v e n  fu r th e r  th a n  it  h a s  
g o n e  a t  th e  m o m e n t  a n d  t h a t  s u c h  b u r e a u x  w ill  
e v e n t u a l ly  b e  e s ta b lis h e d . In  th a t  I c a n  o n ly  
a ssu r e  C o l. W eil o f  o u r  e v e r y  p o s s ib le  su p p o r t.

“  I w i l l  b e  s e e in g  t h e  L ord  L ie u t e n a n t  o f  th e  
C o u n ty , L o rd  R o c h d a le , s h o r t ly ,  a n d  I sh a ll  c e r ta in ly  
m e n t io n  t o  h im  th e  v e r y  fin e  w o r k  y o u  h a v e  b een  
d o in g  o n  b e h a lf  o f  su c h  a  m a g n ific e n t c a u s e . I 
h a v e  a lr e a d y  sp o k e n  t o  h im  a b o u t  it , a n d  y o u  n o t  
o n ly  h a v e  h is  a p p r o v a l, b u t  h e  h a s  a lso  g iv e n  y o u  
h is  b le s s in g  in  th e  w ork .

“  W e  s h o u l d  i n d e e d  b e  v e r y  g r a t e f u l  t o  b o t h

C ol. F . B . P . W e il a n d  C a p t. G . E . M oore fo r  th e ir  
p a r t a ls o  in  t h e  r e v iv a l o f  ‘ T h e  D ie - H a r d s ,’ w h ic h  
w ill , n o  d o u b t , b e  in v a lu a b le  in  th e  b in d in g  o f  a ll  
M id d le se x  m e n  t o g e th e r  a n d  in  t h e  fu r th e r in g  o f  th e  
r e h a b ilita t io n  sc h e m e .

A b o u t  th e  H o m e  G u a r d , I  c a n  o n ly  s a y  how' 
p ro u d  I a m  t h a t  t h e y  a r e  a lo n g  w ith  u s  to d a y .  
N o  o n e  c a n  u n d e r -e s t im a te  th e  w 'onderfu l p a r t  t h e y  
h a v e  p la y e d  in  t h e  A llie d  v ic to r y  o f  t h e  v e r y  n ea r  
fu tu r e . W h a t  th e ir  fa t e  W il l  b e  a f t e r  t h e  w a r  no  
o n e  c a n  s a y  a t  th e  m o m e n t. B u t  o v e r tu r e s  are  
a lr e a d y  a fo o t  w h ic h  w ill. I h o p e , a llo w  th e m  to  
c a r r y  o n  a s  t o d a y , a n d  I h a v e  n o  d o u b t  t h a t  th e  
p a r t  t h e y  c o u ld  p la y  in  th e  p la c in g , tr a in in g  an d  
a s s is t in g  o f  m e n  r e tu r n in g  fr o m  th e  b a tt le f ie ld s  
w o u ld  b e  n o  m e a n  o n e , b u t  in  e v e r y  w a y  c o m p a r a b le  
w ith  t h e  s e r v ic e s  t h e y  h a v e  re n d er ed  t o  th e  c o u n tr y  
o v e r  th e  p a s t  f iv e  y e a r s  o f  tr ia l  a n d  tr iu m p h .”

T h e n  L i e u t .-C o l . W e il  s p o k e  o n  “ T h e  M id d le se x  
S c h e m e ,”  a n d  sa id  : ‘‘ I  m e r e ly  w a n te d  t o  a rr a n g e  
th is  lu n c h  b e c a u se  t h e  n e w s  t o d a y  is  so  h e a r te n in g ,  
a n d  I t h o u g h t  i t  w 'ould b e  a  g o o d  id e a  if  w e  co u ld  
g e t  t o g e th e r  t o  fu r th e r  th e  p r o s p e c ts  o f  r e h a b ilita ­
t io n . F o r  m u c h  o f  th e  w ork  I a m  in d e b te d  t o  m y  
fr ie n d  a n d  c o -p a r tn e r  C a p t. F lo o r , o f  th e  B e lg ia n  
A r m y , w h o  is , n e v e r th e le s s , n in e t y  p er  c e n t , an  
E n g lis h m a n . H e  w'as e d u c a te d  h ere  a n d  l iv e d  here  
fo r  m a n y  y e a r s . I  w o n ’t  t e l l  y o u  m u c h  m o r e  a b o u t  
h im . fo r  I k n o w  t h a t  i t  w o u ld  o n ly  e m b a r r a ss  h im .

" A n o th e r  th in g  w'as t h a t  w e  b e lie v e d  th is  lu n c h  
w o u ld  b e  a  g o o d  sen d -o ff  for  ‘ T h e  D ie - H a r d s ,’ 
w h ic h  is  t o  b e  r e -issu e d  s h o r t ly  u n d er  th e  e d ito r sh ip  
o f  C a p t. M oore. E ig h t y  p e r  c e n t , o f  th e  a d v e r t is in g  
h a s  a lr e a d y  b e e n  a rr a n g e d , b u t  th e r e  is  s t i l l  r o o m  
fo r  m o r e , a n d  I h o p e  t h a t  t h o s e  o f  y o u  w'ho ca n  
h e lp  w ill d o  so .

“ T h e  p r o fits  wall g o  t o  a m e lio r a te  c o n d it io n s  o f  
th e  P r iso n e r s  o f  W a r , p a r t ic u la r ly  in  th e  E a s t ,  
w h e r e  th e r e  a r e  so  m a n y  m e n  o f  t h e  M id d le se x  
R e g im e n t .

“ A b o u t  r e h a b ilita t io n , i t  is  e a s y  t o  s a y  ‘ th e  
G o v e r n m e n t  is  g o in g  t o  d o  th is  a n d  th e  G o v e r n m e n t  
is  g o in g  t o  d o  t h a t , ’ b u t  w e  m u s t  a ls o  d o  o u r  sh a re  
b y  k e e p in g  t h e  m e n , e v e n  th e  lo w e s t  so ld ie r , in  th e  
p ic tu r e . I k n o w  t h e  G o v e r n m e n t  w ill d o  th e  r ig h t  
th in g , b u t  th e r e  is  o n e  l i t t l e  c r it ic is m  I sh o u ld  lik e  
t o  m a k e , a n d  t h a t  is  t h a t  th e  B r it is h  p u b lic  co u ld  
b e  k e p t  in  th e  p ic tu r e  ju s t  a  l i t t l e  m o r e , p a r t ic u la r ly  
in  th e  m a t t e r  o f  p o lic y .

“ I k n o w  th e  G o v e r n m e n t  w ill d o  i t s  p a r t , b u t  
i t  is  u p  t o  u s  t o  p la y  o u r  p a r ts  a lso .

“ T h e s e  m e n  r e tu r n in g  fro m  t h e  F r o n ts  m u s t  b e  
tr e a te d  w ith  to le r a n c e  a n d  k in d n e ss . T h e y  m u s t  
g e t  b a c k  in t o  b u s in e ss  a s  s o o n  a s  p o ss ib le . T h e y  
m u s t  b e  g iv e n  a  b rea k . T h a t  is  w h e r e  w e  c o m e  in . 
W e  m u s t  p rep a re  th e  g r o u n d  so  t h a t  w h e n  th e  
G o v e r n m e n t  p o lic y  o n  r e h a b ilit a t io n  is  a n n o u n c e d —  
a n d  I c a n  te ll  y o u  t h a t  i t  w ill b e  a n n o u n c e d  v e r y  
s h o r t ly — w e  w ill  b e  re a d y .

“  W e  o f  th e  M id d le se x  R e g im e n t  a n d  th e  H o m e  
G u a rd  w h o  a re  e m p lo y e r s  ca n  fin d  w o r k  for  th e s e  
m e n . I f  w e  c a n ’t  find  i t  w e  m u s t  m a k e  it . W e  
m u s t  n e v e r  b e  c o n t e n t  w ith  m e r e ly  fillin g  v a c a n c ie s  
from  th e ir  ra n k s , w e  m u s t  tr y  t o  m a k e  v a c a n c ie s —  
t o  s q u e e z e  th e  e x t r a  o n e  in .

“ W e  m u s t  g iv e  th e m  a  c h a n c e . N o t  o n ly  fo r  
s ix  m o n th s — t h a t  is  o f  n o  v a lu e  a t  a ll— b u t  for  
y e a r s , e v e n  i f  i t  m e a n s  re tu r n in g  a  d iv id e n d  o f  t w e lv e  
p e r  c e n t , in s te a d  o f  th e  u su a l e ig h te e n . In  t h e  en d  
th e  r e a c t io n  o f  th e  m e n  t o  w h o m  w e  o w e  so  m u c h
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w ill  b e  t h e  re a l d iv id e n d — b o th  fo r  y o u  a n d  fo r  
th e m .

" A n d  w ith  th a t ,  a n d  e v e r y  g o o d  w is h  fo r  th e  
s u c c e ss  o f  th e  new' ‘ D ie - H a r d ,’ I  th a n k  y o u , m y  
L ord , O fficers a n d  G e n t le m e n .”

Ca p t . I. M. F lo o r  w'as p r e v a ile d  u p o n  t o  sp e a k  
a n d  sa id  : “ I fe e l t h a t  i t  is  ra th e r  a n  im p e r t in e n c e  
t h a t  I , a  ju n io r  officer , sh o u ld  a d d r e ss  so  d is ­
tin g u ish e d  a  g a th e r in g  o f  m y  sen io rs , b u t  a s  a 
B e lg ia n  I fee l t h a t  I h a v e  th e  r ig h t  t o  t e l l  y o u  how- 
m u c h  I a d m ir e  th e  id e a  o f  O fficers r e a lis in g  t h a t  
th e ir  r e sp o n s ib il it ie s  to w a r d s  th e ir  m e n  d o  n o t  en d  
wdth w ar, b u t  c o n t in u e  a fte r , a n d  how' g la d  I a m  
t h a t  so ld ie r s  w h o  h a v e  d o n e  so  m a g n if ic e n t ly  h a v e  
O fficers wrh o  w o r r y  so  a b o u t  th e ir  w e lfa re .

“  H er e , in  B r ita in , th e  ta s k  is  e a s ie r  th a n  in  m y  
owm c o u n tr y , w h er e  y o u  h a v e  th e  c a s e  o f  a  p e o p e  
fo rced  a b ro a d  o n  w o r k  a g a in s t  th e ir  p r o -n a t io n a lis t  
fe e lin g s . B u t  I sh a ll, w ith  y o u r  p e r m iss io n , re p o r t  
t o  th e  B e lg ia n  a u th o r it ie s  t h e  e f fo r ts  y o u  a re  m a k in g  
fo r  y o u r  m e n . w h ile  m o s t  p e o p le  a re  th in k in g  o n ly  
o f  v ic to r y  a n d  n o t  o f  a fterw a rd s .

“  T h a t , m y  L o rd , O fficers a n d  G e n tle m e n , is  a ll 
I h a v e  t o  s a y .”

A ll th is  is  o n ly  th e  b e g in n in g , a n d  th e r e  is  m u c h  
m o r e  to  d o , b u t  i t  is  a  b e g in n in g  w'ell m a d e . W ith  
su ch  c o -o p e r a tio n  a s  w a s  p r o m ise d  a t  th e  m e e t in g .  
“  T h e  M id d le se x  S c h e m e  ” c a n n o t  fa il.

DECORATIONS AND 
AW ARDS

I t  is  w ith  fe e lin g s  o f  p r id e  t h a t  w e  reco rd  th e  
fo llo w in g  d e ta i ls  o f  D e c o r a tjp n s  a n d  A w a r d s  c o n ­
ferred  d u r in g  th is  w a r  u p o n  p a s t  a n d  p r e s e n t  
m e m b e r s  o f  th e  R e g im e n t  a n d  w e  sen d  o u r  s in c e r e  
c o n g r a t u la t io n s  t o  a ll  th e  r e c ip ie n ts .

F r o m  th e  b e g in n in g  o f  th e  w a r  u p  t o  th e  e n d  o f  
A p ril, 1944 , th e  R e g im e n t  h a s  r e c e iv e d  th e  fo llo w in g  
A w a r d s  a n d  C o m m e n d a t io n s  :

D .S .O . 3, O .B .E . 2, M .B .E . 9 , M .C . 17, D .C .M . 6 ,
M .M . 20 , B .E .M ..4 ,  M e n tio n s  in  D e s p a tc h e s  17,
a n d  C o m m a n d e r s ’ C e r t i f i c a t e s  f o r  G o o d  S e r v ic e  1 7 .
A w a r d s  o f  th e  1 9 3 9 -4 3  S ta r  a n d  th e  A fr ic a n  S ta r  

are t o o  n u m e r o u s  t o  b e  d e ta ile d  h ere .
T h e se  d e ta ils , to g e th e r  w ith  w h a t  fo llo w s , c o n ­

s t i t u t e s  b y  n o  m e a n s  a  c o m p le t e  l is t , b u t  is  a s  u p -  
to - d a t e  a s  w a r -t im e  re co r d s  w ill  allow'.

F O R E IG N  D E C O R A T IO N S

H is  M a je s ty  th e  K in g  h a s  g r a n te d  u n r e s tr ic te d  
p er m iss io n  fo r  th e  w e a r in g  o f  th e  fo llo w in g  D e c o r a ­
tio n  w h ic h  h a s  b e e n  co n fe rre d  b y  th e  K in g  o f  th e  
H e lle n e s  fo r  d is t in g u is h e d  s e r v ic e s  in  th e  c a u se  o f  
th e  A llie s .

C o m m a n d e r o f th e  O rd e r o f K in g  G eorge I
L ie u t .-G e n e r a l B . G . H o rr o ck s, C .B ., D .S .O . , M .C ., 

la te  M id d le se x  R e g im e n t .

O n  th e  sa m e  o c c a s io n  F ie ld -M a r sh a l S ir  B ern ard  
M o n tg o m e r y , la t e  R o y a l  W a r w ic k sh ir e  R e g im e n t ,  
a n d  la te  D iv is io n a l  C o m m a n d e r  o f  th e  3rd  D iv is io n  
w ith  w h o m  th e  R e g im e n t  fo u g h t  in  F r a n c e  in  1940 , 
w a s  m a d e  a  G ran d  C o m m a n d e r o f  th e  sa m e  O rder.

B R IT IS H  D E C O R A T IO N S  

C o m m a n d e r o f th e  B ritis h  E m p ire

B r ig a d ie r  N . P . P r o c to r , M .C.

O rd e r o f th e  B ritis h  E m p ire

M a jo r A . W . C la rk e, O C R . D P .

M e m b e r o f th e  B r it is h  E m p ire

C a p t. F . W . G ilb e r t, R .S .M . A . F . W r ig h t, 
C .Q .M .S . A . Y ite l, Q .M .S . J . W r ig h t.

D is tin g u is h e d  Serv ice  O rd er

L ie u t .-C o l. J . W . A . S te p h e n so n .

M ilita r y  Cross

L ie u t .-C o l. G . M . b e  B . M o n k , M a jo r R . W . D . 
S w o rd , M ajo r R . E . R o b o th a m , M ajor M. E . P ea r so n , 
C a p t. A . G . H o w it t ,  C a p t. G . J e n k in s . C a p t. Y . A. 
T h o m a s , C a p t. H . X . W ig a n , L ie u t . H . J . D a w so n ,  
L ie u t . J . P . C ross. L ie u t . A . F . D . S h e lle y , L ie u t. 
K . R . P ic k a r d .

D is tin g u is h e d  C onduct M edal

S e r g t . H . W e ld o n , L /C p l. H . S le e th , P te .  P . J .  
C row 'hurst.

M ilita r y  M edal

S e r g t . F . W . A d d iso n , S erg t. W . R . C alland . 
S e r g t . H . X e v il l ,  S e r g t . K . I -a m b o u rn . S erg t. A . H. 
F ish e r . L  S e r g t . Y . B u so lin i , C pl. F . A sh to n . Cpl. 
J . Y . E . A v e r y  C pl. F . D e a n , C pl. I.. W iltsh ir e , 
P te . E . D ic k so n . P te . H . R iv e t t ,  P te .  W . E . E cc le s ,  
P te . J . G . R o s k illy , P te .  T . W . L a th a m .

B ritis h  E m p ire  M ed a l

C pl. W . J a c o b so n .

C e rtific a te  fo r  M e rito r io u s  Serv ice

S e r g t . R . M c N e ill (O .R .C .).

C e rtific a te  o f Good Serv ice

C .S .M . R . H a n d m a n , C .Q .M .S . W . C h ristie .

In  th e  o p e r a t io n s  in  N O R M A N D Y  th e  C o m m a n -  
d e r - in -C h ie f  h a s  a p p r o v e d  th e  fo llo w in g  I m m e d ia te  
A w a r d s  fo r  g a l la n tr y  :

M il i ta r y  Cross.— M ajor H . B . N e v e .

D is tin g u is h e d  C o n d u ct M e d a l.— S e r g t . E . G . 
R a w lin g s .

B a r  to  th e  M i l i t a r y  M e d a l. —L  S e r g t . W . G . D a v is ,  
M .M .

W e h a v e  b e e n  a sk ed  t o  n o t i fy  o u r  re a d e rs th a t  
H .M . C o m m issio n e r s  o f  th e  Q u e en  Y ic t o n a  S c h o o l  
fo r  th e  so n s  o f  S c o tt is h  S o ld ie r s , S a ilo r s  a n d  A irm en . 
D u n b la n e , P e r th sh ir e , h a v e  a  F u n d  a t  th e ir  d isp o sa l  
a v a i la b le  t o  a id  fin a n c ia lly  p u p ils  o f  th e  S c h o o l  
w h o  h a v e  r e c e n t ly  o b ta in e d , or a re  u n d er g o in g , 
tr a in in g  t o  q u a l i fy  th e m  t o  o b ta in . C o m m issio n s  in  
th e  R o y a l N a v y ,  th e  A r m y , o r  th e  R o y a l  A ir F orce . 
F o rm er  p u p ils  d e s ir o u s  o f  a v a il in g  th e m s e lv e s  o f  
th e  b e n e f it  o f  th is  F u n d  sh o u ld  a p p ly , in  w r it in g ,  
fo r  a n  A p p lic a t io n  F o r m  t o  th e  H o n . T reasu rer, 
L ie u t .-C o l. C. I .. A d d iso n -S m ith , C .B .E ., W .S ., a t  
19 H e r io t  R o w , E d in b u r g h .
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R E G IM E N T A L  A S S O C IA T IO N  N O T E S

T h e  Colonel o f th e  R e g im e n t h a s  su p p lie d  th e  
th e  fo llow ing  n o te s  o f th e  A sso c ia tio n ’s a c tiv itie s  
fo r  th e  s ix  m o n th s  J a n u a r y  to  J u n e , 1944 :—

T h e  u n d e rm e n tio n e d  a re  s u b sc r ip tio n s  rece iv ed  
f ro m  U n its , e tc ., fo r  th e  M id d lesex  R e g im e n ta l 
A sso c ia tio n  d u r in g  p a s t  s ix  m o n th s  J a n u a r y  to  
J u n e , 1944. f ° r  S p ec ia l A id A c c o u n t in c lu d in g  
R e g im e n ta l P .O .W . F u n d ) , ex c lu s iv e  of s u b ­
s c rip tio n s  f ro m  in d iv id u a ls  :

S pecial
U n it ,  e tc . P .O .W . A id

F u n d  A c c o u n t 
£  s. d . £  s. d.

M id d lesex  a n d  K e n s in g to n
B a t ta l io n s  . .  . .  . . . 7 0 6  14 4 12 18 10
R .D .P .  M id d lesex  R e g im e n t 8 2 6  
2 n d  M id d lesex  H .G ., “  A ”

C o m p a n y  . . . . 20 2 6
1 6 th  M id d lesex  H .G . . . 52 10 o
2 1 s t M id d lesex  H .G . . . 60 o o
2 4 th  M .G .T .C . . . . . 2 0 0
M id d lesex  S u n d a y  E n te r ­

ta in m e n ts  C o m m itte e  . . 200 o o
R .E .  S erv ices, B i t t a c y  F a rm  3 1 0  
O ld  C o m rad es  L .G .O . (R o m ­

ford ) . . . . . . 2 0 0
E ls tre e  R u ra l  D is tr ic t  Y o u th

C lu b  . . . .  2 2 0
189 A .A . “ Z ”  B a t te ry ,  H .G . 5 0 0  
H ig h g a te  W h ite  E le p h a n t

S h o p  . . . . . .  145 o  o
O ak w o o d  S en io r S chool . . 1 1 o
R o e  G reen  School . . . . 19 o  o
D o llis  H il l  S chool . . . . 1 0 0
K e y s to n e  M ills . . . .  8 8 0
P h ilip  F lo o rin g  C o m p a n y  . . 4 4 0
D .I .  P la y e rs , A .R .P . Serv ices,

F in c h le y  . .  . . . . 100 o  o
T h e  fo llow ing  su b sc r ip tio n s  h a v e  b een  p a id  in to  

th e  M ain  A sso c ia tio n  A c c o u n t a p a r t  fro m  in ­
d iv id u a ls  :

£  s. d .
M id d lesex  B a t ta l io n s  . .  232 o  9 
N o . 1 In d . C o m p an y , M id d le ­

sex  R e g im e n t . . . . 2 2 0
T h e  s u b sc r ip tio n  of ¿182  fro m  o n e  M idd lesex  

B a t ta l io n  is a  v e ry  r e m a rk a b le  fea t, a s  th is  U n i t  
w as se rv in g  o v e rse a s  a t  th e  tim e , a n d  i t  is in sp ir in g  
t h a t  m en  in  th e  h e a t  o f b a t t l e  a n d  fac in g  d e a th  
sh o u ld  re m e m b e r  th e i r  co lleag u es  in  d is tre s s  a t  
h o m e  a n d  a c t  in so g en e ro u s  a  m an n e r .
EXPENDITURE FROM P.O.W . FUND A N D  SPECIAL AID 

A CCOUNT

S e v e n ty  s e p a ra te  cases  h a v e  rece iv ed  a id  from  
th e  M idd lesex  R e g im e n ta l A sso c ia tio n  fu n d s  d u r in g  
th e  p e rio d , in v o lv in g  e x p e n d itu re  o f ¿2 8 7  from  
R e g im e n ta l  A sso c ia tio n  F u n d s , a n d  ¿ 5 4 . 5s. od. 
fro m  T h e  R e n n y  F u n d .

N in e ty - fo u r  p a rc e ls  h a v e  b een  se n t  to  P riso n e rs  
of W a r  a t  o u r  e x p e n se  d u r in g  th e  p e rio d  a t  a  co s t 
of £1. 10s. to  £2  p e r  p a rce l.

S ix  p a rc e ls  of c ig a re tte s ,  e a ch  c o n ta in in g  200 
c ig a re tte s ,  h a v e  b een  se n t  to  e a ch  in d iv id u a l 
p r iso n e r  o f w a r  a t  a  c o s t of £ io g .  3s. 6d.

D o n a tio n s  a m o u n tin g  to  ¿5 0  h a v e  b een  m a d e  to  
R e d  C ross P .O .W . F u n d s , a n d  ¿1 5  to  H o n g  K o n g  
F e llo w sh ip  S ociety . A  su m  o f £ 2 5 .14s. 8d . h as  been  
e x p e n d ed  o n  g iv in g  a  p a r ty  to  th e  n e x t  of k in  an d  
th e i r  c h ild ren  o f o u r  1st B a t ta l io n  M idd lesex

p r iso n e rs  o f  w a r  in  F a r  E a s t  o n  S a tu rd a y , 22n d  
A pril, 1944. £5 . 15s. h as  b een  e x p e n d ed  o n  p u r ­
c h a se  of w re a th s  for R e g im e n ta l A sso c ia tio n .

P o c k e t  m o n ey  h a s  b een  p ro v id e d  fo r o u r  C helsea  
p e n sio n e rs.

T h e  C h a irm a n  o f th e  M idd lesex  R e g im e n ta l 
A ssoc ia tion , o w ing  to  th e  p re s e n t  u n c e r ta in ty  a b o u t  
fin an c ia l re s tr ic tio n s  on  p r iv a te  incom es, h as  
d ec id ed  to  su sp en d  th e  p ro p o se d  C o v e n a n t 
S ch em e  fo r s u b sc r ip tio n s  to  R e g im e n ta l  A sso c ia tio n  
fu n d s  u n til  a f te r  th e  co n c lu sio n  o f th e  p re s e n t  w ar.

T H E  M ID D L E S E X  W E R E  T H E R E  ifi.ttx.
O ne of th e  p ro u d e s t  b o a s ts  o f o u r  R e g im e n t—  

fo rm a tio n s  of w h ich  a re  s ti ll  in  I t a ly — is t h a t  i t  h as  
b een  th e  o n ly  E n g lish  B a t ta l io n  in  th e  fam o u s  
5 1 s t H ig h la n d  D ivision .

A t th e  en d  o f a  p a r t ic u la r ly  fierce a c tio n  in  th e  
E L  A I.A M E IN  b a tt le ,  th e  O.C. of a  B lack  W a tc h  
B a tta l io n  flashed  th is  m essag e  to  th e  M idd lesex  
C.O. :

“ T h a n k  G od fo r th e  M idd lesex . I f  i t  h a d n ’t  
b een  fo r  yo u  I  d o n ’t  k n o w  w h a t  w o u ld  h av e  
h a p p e n e d .”
D u rin g  o u r  R e g im e n t’s f ig h tin g  in  I t a ly  a s  a  

B a tta l io n  in  a  D iv isio n  on  th e  r ig h t  o f o u r  lin e  on  
th e  o ld  b e a ch -h e a d , i t  p lay e d  i t s  p a r t  in  th e  B r i tish  
a d v a n c e  d u r in g  th e  la s t  d a y s  o f M ay, sw eep in g  u p % 
th e  A L B A N O  ro ad  befo re  th e  e n d  of th e  m o n th , ' 
p a s t  C A R R A C E T O  to  th e  w e s t of C A M P O L E O N E . 
F ig h tin g  on th e  f lan k  of A m erican  tro o p s , th e  
M idd lesex  d id  fine w o rk  as  m ac h in e  g u n n e rs  a n d  
a s  in fa n try m e n  firing  h e a v y  m o rta rs .

T h e  f irs t  ro u n d s  w ere  fired  o n  th e  A N Z IO  c o a s ta l 
s tr ip  e a rly  on  th e  m o rn in g  of 22n d  J a n u a r y ,  b u t  
n o  p a r t  of th e  R e g im e n t w as h e a v ily  c o m m itte d  
u n t i l  th e  2 6 th  d u r in g  th e  a d v a n c e  of th e  G u a rd s  to  
C A R R A C E T O . D u rin g  one  of th e  e x tre m e ly  h e a v y  
c o u n te r -a t ta c k s  C orpl. (now  S erg t.) V . B usolin i, 
w ho  w as in  a  so re ly  p ressed  M ach in e -g u n  C o m p an y , 
sh ow ed  g re a t  g a lla n try  a n d  sk ill in  h o ld in g  off th e  
e n e m y  a n d  w as th e  f irs t  m em b e r  o f th e  B a t ta l io n  
to  be  g iv en  a  d e c o ra tio n  for h is  c o n d u c t  in  ac tio n . 
H e  w as g iv en  a n  im m e d ia te  a w a rd  of th e  M ilita ry  
M edal.

A f te r  th e  fall of C A R R A C E T O  som e o f th e  R eg i­
m e n t ’s M o rta rs  s u p p o r te d  a  B rig ad e  a d v a n c e  to w a rd s  
C A M P O L E O N E . T h e  p ro g ress  o f th e  B rig ad e  w as 
e v e n tu a lly  h a lte d  on  th e  line  of th e  ra ilw a y  ru n n in g  
e a s t  a n d  w e s t o f  C A M P O L E O N E . T h e  H u n  w as 
f irm ly  e s ta b lish e d  a n d  a b le  to  b r in g  u p  re in fo rc e ­
m en ts . T h e  B rig ad e  w as s tre tc h e d  o u t  fo r  som e 
five m iles a lo n g  th e  A N Z IO -R O M E  ro a d  w ith  
h ig h ly  v u ln e ra b le  flanks. A t  one  s tag e , B rig ad e  
H e a d q u a r te r s  w as e s ta b lish e d  in  som e o p en  g ro u n d , 
a d jo in in g  th e  ro ad , w ith  a  C o m p a n y  H .Q . of th e  
R e g im e n t c lose to  it.

T h e  C o m p a n y  C o m m a n d e r saw  se v era l e n e m y  
t a n k s  b a re ly  a  th o u sa n d  y a rd s  aw ay , w ith  th e  
c rew s s ta n d in g  b esid e  th em . O n th e  n ig h t  of 
3 rd /4 th  F e b ru a ry , th e  e x p e c te d  e n e m y  a t ta c k  cam e  
in , p reced ed  b y  a  v io le n t A rtille ry  a n d  M o rta r  
b a rra g e . In  o rd e r  to  s tre n g th e n  th e  line , M achine- 
g u n s  a n d  M o rta rs  of th e  R e g im e n t w ere dep lo y ed  
fo rw ard , a n d  m a n y  of th e i r  p o s itio n s  w ere  kno ck ed  
o u t  b y  in te n se  fire b efo re  th e y  w ere  ab le  to  engage 
th e  enem y.

Z)L

T h e  a t t a c k  cam e  in  f ro n ta lly  a n d  from  b o th  
flan k s. M a jo r A. T . J o n e s  w as c a p tu re d , b u t  
m an a g e d  to  escap e  a f te r  som e h o u rs  of c a p tiv ity .  
H e  re jo in ed  a n o th e r  in fa n try  u n i t  a n d  m an n e d  a  
m ach in e -g u n  w ith  g re a t  skill. T h e  M a jo r’s escape  
w as la rg e ly  d u e  to  h is  ru n n e r , w ho jo in ed  forces 
w ith  h im  in  fling ing  g ren a d e s  a t  th e  en em y . T h e  
ru n n e r , P te . W . S m ith , w as la s t  seen c h a rg in g  
to w a rd s  th e  H u n  firing  h is to m m y -g u n . .

M an y  e n e m y  a t ta c k s  failed  to  m a te ria lis e  ow ing 
to  th e  cool a n d  a c c u ra te  fire c o n tro l ex erc ised  b y  
L ieu t. K . R . P ic k a rd . R eg a rd le ss  of h is ow n 
p e rso n a l sa fe ty , he d ire c te d  fire from  a  v e ry  exposed  
p o s itio n  fo r a  co n s id e rab le  p e rio d . H e  w as rew a rd e d  
w ith  a n  im m e d ia te  M ilita ry  Cross, la te r  rece iv in g  
w o u n d s from  w hich  he  e v e n tu a lly  d ied .

O ne M ach in e-g u n  P la to o n  h e ld  i ts  g ro u n d , iso la ted  
an d  in a n  ex p o sed  p o s itio n , fo r 24 h o u rs, d u r in g  
w h ich  tim e  i t  w as su b je c ted  to  h e a v y  fire o f all 
k inds. A C o rp o ral in th is  P la to o n  c o n tin u e d  to  
en g ag e  th e  e n e m y  w ith  h is  rifle w h en  h is m ac h in e - 
g u n  a m m u n itio n  w as ex h a u ste d .

E v e n tu a lly , w h en  all th e  P la to o n  a m m u n itio n  
w as gone, a n d  th e  P la to o n  s tr e n g th  red u ced  to  n ine, 
th e  P la to o n  C o m m an d er d ec id ed  to  w ith d ra w . 
F o r  th e ir  c o n d u c t  d u r in g  th is  ac tio n  L ie u t. E . S. 
M o rtim er w as aw a rd e d  th e  M.C. a n d  Cpl. F . A sh to n  
th e  M.M.

D u rin g  th e  F re n ch  C am p a ig n  in  1940 th e  R eg i­
m e n t w as rep re se n te d  b y  fo u r B a tta l io n s , one  of 
w hich  fo u g h t in th e  3 rd  D iv ision  th en  c o m m an d ed  
b y  F ie ld -M arsh a l M o ntgom ery . F ro m  L O U V A IN  
to  D U N K IR K  th e y  w ere used  as  a  rea rg u a rd  an d  
w ere in c o n s ta n t  to u ch  w ith  th e  enem y. O n th e  
B elg ian  f ro n tie r  th e  B a tta l io n  h a d  fo r a w hile  to  
hold  fo u r m iles of f ro n t u n su p p o rte d  b y  o th e r  
in fa n try . L a te r  th e y  h e ld  th e  N IE U P O R T  
C A N A L— p a r t  of th e  p e rim e te r  d efences of 
D U N K IR K — w hile m o s t o f  o u r  t ro o p s  w ere 
ev acu a te d .

I t  h as  re c e n tly  been  rev ea led  t h a t  o u r  R e g im e n t 
a rr iv ed  in  N o rm a n d y  w ith in  a  sh o rt  t im e  of th e  
a s sa u lt  on  th e  sh o res  of F ran ce . I t s  fo rm a tio n , 
w ith  w h ich  i t  is se rv in g  as  a  m ach in e -g u n  u n it, 
soon d is tin g u ish e d  itse lf  b y  c a p tu r in g  b rid g es  a t  
B E N O U V IL L E  on th e  10th  Ju n e .

T a k in g  p a r t  in a g re a t  dea l of h a rd  fig h tin g  on  the 
flank  of th e  6 th  A irb o rn e  D iv ision , i t  w as engaged  
rep e llin g  e n e m y  c o u n te r -a t ta c k s  e a s t  of th e  O R N E  
from  th e  12th  J u n e  onw ard s .

E le m e n ts  of th is  D iv ision  c a p tu re d  S I .  
H O N O R IN E  L A  C H A R D O N N E R E T T E  on th e  
13 th  J u n e , a n d  te n  d a y s  la te r  w ere eng ag ed  in 
m uch  sav ag e  f ig h tin g  in th is  a re a  w hen th e y  c ru sh ed  
a  c o u n te r -a t ta c k  a t  th e  co s t to  th e  e n e m y  o f 15 
ta n k s . n

O u r  fo rm a tio n s  p la y e d  th e ir  p a r t  in  sev era l 
fierce a c tio n s  n e a r  ST.' H O N O R IN E , a n d  also  in 
f ru s tra t in g  e n e m y  a t te m p ts  to  in filtra te  in  th e  
E S C O V IL L E  a rea .

E le m e n ts  o f  th e i r  d iv is io n  w^ere e n g ag ed  n e a r  
CO LO M  B E L L E S , on  th e  C A E N  C A N A L a n d  
b a re ly  tw o  m iles e a s t  of C A E N  itse lf, d u r in g  th e  
second w eek of Ju ly .

T h e  re p re se n ta tiv e s  of o u r  R e g im e n t sh a re  in 
th e ir  fo rm a tio n  c re d it  for th e  c u tt in g  of th e  ro ad  
b e tw een  C A U B O R G  a n d  C A E N , a n d  for th e  
c re a tio n  a n d  en la rg e m e n t of a n  im p o r ta n t  sa lie n t 
w h ich  m en aced  th e  a p p ro a c h e s  o f  T R O A R N , w hich  
th e  m o st d e te rm in e d  a t ta c k s  th e  G erm an s  w ere 
ab le  to  th ro w  in  cou ld  n o t  reduce .

y /  N O T E S  \<*

T h e re  a re  now  in M iddlesex  e ig h t  C ad e t B a tta l io n s  
o f th e  M iddlesex  R e g im e n t a n d  th e  6 1 s t A.A. 
(M iddlesex) C a d e t R e g im e n t R .A ., re p re se n tin g  a 
t o ta l  s tr e n g th  of som e six  th o u sa n d . T h e  force is 
u n d e r  th e  C o m m an d  o f G en era l S ir G u y  W illiam s. 
K .C .B ., C.M .G ., D .S .O ., th e  C o u n ty  C o m m a n d a n t, 
an d  th e  H e a d q u a r te r s  a re  a t  18, G ro sv en o r G ardens,
S .W .i .

S ince M arch  la s t  y e a r, th e  m ain  e ffo rts  h av e  been 
d ire c te d  to w a rd s  rec ru itin g , a n d  ra is in g  th e  
s ta n d a rd  o f b ea rin g , tu rn -o u t  an d  efficiency. 
C e r ta in  U n its , n o ta b ly  th e  G u n n ers  a n d  th e  5 th  
a n d  7 th  C a d e t B a tta lio n s , h a v e  a ch iev ed  co n s id e r­
a b le  in crease  in s tre n g th  ; i t  is to  be ho p ed  t h a t  th e  
e ffo rts  of th e  o th e rs  w ill be c row ned  w ith  eq u al 
success d u r in g  th is  a u tu m n  w-hen a fu r th e r  in ­
ten sified  re c ru it in g  d r iv e  w ill be opened .

All U n its  a re  n ow  m ak in g  good p ro g ress  w ith  
tec h n ic a l a n d  specia lised  t ra in in g  on  th e  lines 
re c e n tly  laid  dow n b y  th e  W a r  Office. In  a d d itio n  
to  I.C . E n g in e  T ra in in g , w h ich  is b e ing  c a rried  o u t  
b y  a ll B a tta lio n s , sev era l U n its  h av e  n ow  form ed 
S ignals P la to o n s , a n d  as  e q u ip m e n t b ecom es a v a il ­
ab le , m o re  of th e m  w ill be fo rm ed . A g re a t  deal 
of sa lv ag ed  I.C . E n g in e  e q u ip m e n t for in s tru c t io n a l  
p u rp o se s  h a s  been  p ro v id e d  b y  th e  W a r Office, 
a n d  co u rses  h a v e  b een  ru n n in g  fo r som e tim e  u n d e r 
R .E .M .E . a n d  c e rta in  te c h n ic a l Colleges. M any  
C a d e ts  h a v e  a lso  been  g iv in g  v a lu a b le  a ss is ta n c e  to  
O rd n a n c e  D e p o ts  in  load in g  e q u ip m e n t,  c lean in g  
a n d  se rv ic in g  m o to r  t ra n s p o r t  a n d  g u n s  fo r  overseas.

H e a d q u a r te r s  a re  now  co n cern ed  to  a  large  
d eg ree  w ith  post-w^ar p lan s . I f  th e  A rm v  C ad e t 
F o rce  is to  c o n tin u e  a f te r  th e  w ar, th e re  will h av e  
to  b e  g re a te r  in d u ce m e n ts  to  b o y s  b e tw een  14 an d  
i6£  y e a rs  to  jo in  a n d  to  fo ste r  th e i r  in te re s t  th a n  
q u a lif ic a tio n  in C ertif ica te  ” A ” a n d  th e  p ro sp e c ts  
i ts  possession  affords, o f reco g n itio n  an d  b e tte r  
c h a n ce s  of p ro m o tio n  on  jo in in g  th e  A rm y . T he  
n eeds for a d e q u a te  p e rm a n e n t  a cco m m o d atio n , 
p ro v is io n  of social c lu b  fac ilities  a n d  p e rm a n e n t 
s ta ff in s tru c to rs  a re  e ssen tia l ; w ay s a n d  m ea n s  of 
o b ta in in g  th e s e  a re  be ing  ex p lo red  in  a n tic ip a t io n  
of th e  necessa ry  f inancial s u p p o r t  be ing  fo rth co m in g  
from  th e  W a r  Office in d u e  course , w h ere  th ese  
p ro b le m s a re  a lso  rece iv in g  sy m p a th e tic  c o n ­
s id e ra tio n .

T h is  a rt ic le  in th e  A rm y  C a d e t F o rce  co lu m n  of 
” T h e  D ie  H a rd s  ” h as  been  p u re ly  to  in tro d u c e

T h e  J u n io r  D ie -H a rd s  ” o r  th e  M iddlesex  A rm v  
C a d e ts  to  all r ea d e rs  of th e  J o u rn a l  o f o u r  p a re n t  
R e g im en t. In  fu tu re  issues we sha ll in clu d e  as  
m u ch  d e sc r ip tiv e  m a t te r  on  th e  a c tiv it ie s  o f  th e  
v a rio u s  C a d e ts  U n its  as  sp ace  w ill p e rm it. M ean­
tim e  we w ish  ” G ood L u ck  ” to  all m em b ers  of tlje  
R e g im e n t w h e re v e r th e y  m a v  be  se rv ing , from  all 
ra n k s  o f T H E  M ID D L E S E X  A R M Y  C A D E T  
F O R C E .
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B y  C o l o n e l  A. M . O. A n w y l - P a s s i n 6 h a m ,  

C .B .E ., D .L ., J .P . ,
C o u n ty  W e lfa re  Officer

I  a m  p a r t ic u la r ly  g lad  to  h a v e  th is  o p p o r tu n i ty  
o f w r itin g  a  few  w o rd s  on  th e  a c tiv it ie s  o f A rm y  
W e lfa re  in  th e  C o u n ty  a s  I  h a v e , fo r  a  long  tim e , 
b een  a n x io u s  to  b r in g  to  th e  n o tic e  o f th e  C o u n ty  
a n d  th e  R e g im e n t th e  e x c e lle n t a n d  u n t ir in g  e ffo rts  
o f th e  C o u n ty  W e lfa re  O fficers w h o  d e v o te  th e i r  
t im e  a n d  e n e rg y  u n s tin tin g ly  to  su c h  g ood  p u rp o ses , 
a n d  I  h a v e  n o  h e s ita tio n  in  sa y in g  t h a t  a  m o re  
e n th u s ia s t ic  a n d  c a p a b le  b a n d  o f w o rk e rs  couJd 
n o t  b e  fo u n d  th ro u g h o u t  th e  c o u n try .

I n  o rd e r  t h a t  t h e  “ la y m a n  ”  m a y  u n d e rs ta n d  
h o w  W e lfa re  o p e ra te s  in  th e  C o u n ty  a n d  w h a t  i t  
m ea n s , t h e  fo llow ing  is  a  b r ie f  re su m e  o f th e  
O rg a n isa tio n .

S o o n  a f te r  th e  o u tb re a k  o f  w a r  th e  C o u n ty  T .A . 
A sso c ia tio n  fo rm e d  a  C o m fo rts  C o m m itte e  fo r  th e  
p u rp o se  o f p ro v id in g  c o m fo r ts  fo r  th e  R e g u la r  
M id d lesex  B a t ta l io n s  a n d  th e  T e r r i to r ia l  A rm y  U n its  
ra ise d  a n d  a d m in is te re d  b y  th e  A sso c ia tio n . T h is  
C o m m itte e , u n d e r  t h e  c h a irm a n s h ip  of th e  C h a irm a n  
o f th e  C o u n ty  T .A . A sso c ia tio n  (Colonel S ir  E d w in  
K in g ), h as , d u r in g  th e  p e rio d  o f th e  w ar, p ro v id e d  
n e a r ly  200 ,000 w oo llen  g a rm e n ts  a n d  in n u m e rab le  
a m e n itie s , n o t  o n ly  to  M id d lesex  U n its , b u t  to  th e  
c o n s id e rab le  n u m b e r  o f t ro o p s  t h a t  h a v e  been  
s ta t io n e d  in  t h e  C o u n ty  fro m  tim e  to  tim e . In  
th is  c o n n e c tio n  I  m u s t  re fe r  to  th e  g re a t  se rv ices  
re n d e re d  b y  th e  l a te  Colonel S ir  H o w a rd  B u tto n . 
S ir  H o w a rd  b ecam e  th e  T re a s u re r  a n d , I  m ig h t  say , 
M a n ag in g  D irec to r, a n d  w as la rg e ly  resp o n s ib le  for 
th e  g r e a t  su ccess  of th e  o rg an isa tio n . I  sh o u ld  a lso  
lik e  to  m e n tio n  M rs. B r in le y -R ich a rd s , to  w hom  we 
a re  m o s t  g r a te fu l  fo r  th e  sp le n d id  se rv ices  she  h as  
re n d e re d  as  O rg a n is in g  S e c re ta ry  a n d  a s  O rg an ise r  
o f th e  C o u n ty  F la g  D ay . I  c a n n o t  lea v e  o u t  
C o lone l W a lte rs ,  to  w h o m  w e a re  g re a t ly  in d e b te d  
fo r a ll h e  h a s  do n e , a n d  is  d o in g , a s  A p p ea ls  
S e c re ta ry .

T h e  official W a r  Office W e lfa re  S ch em e  o n  w h ich  
th e  p re s e n t  o rg a n is a tio n  is b a sed  d id  n o t  m a ­
te r ia l is e  u n t i l  so m e  few  m o n th s  la te r  a n d  p ro v id e d  
fo r  a  C o u n ty  W e lfa re  C o m m itte e , a  C o u n ty  W elfa re  
O fficer a n d  a  n u m b e r  of lo ca l W e lfa re  Officers.

T h e  C o u n ty  W e lfa re  C o m m itte e  w as fo rm ed  
w i th o u t  a n y  d e la y  a n d  C olonel S ir  E d w in  K in g  w as 
a p p o in te d  C h a irm a n . T h e  o r ig in a l C o m fo rts  
C o m m itte e  h a s  r e c e n tly  b een  m erg ed  in to  th e  
W e lfa re  C o m m itte e , th e  J o in t  C o m m itte e  b e in g  
d e s ig n a te d  “ T h e  M idd lesex  W elfa re  a n d  C om forts  
C o m m itte e ,"  u n d e r  th e  c h a irm a n s h ip  o f Colonel 
S ir  E d w in  K in g .

S im u lta n e o u s ly  w ith  th e  fo rm a tio n  o f th e  C o u n ty  
W e lfa re  C o m m itte e , th e  C o u n ty  W elfa re  Officer 
a n d  e ig h t  lo ca l W e lfa re  Officers w ere  a p p o in te d , six  
o f w h o m , I  a m  g lad  to  say , a re  s ti ll  se rv in g . W ith  
th e  p ro g re s s  of th e  w a r a n d  c o n se q u e n t  d is ru p tio n  
o f fa m ily  life, th e  n u m b e r  o f local W e lfa re  Officers 
h a s  b een  in c re a se d  in  o rd e r  to  cope  w ith  th e  g re a t  
v o lu m e  of w o rk , a n d  w e n o w  h a v e  a  co m p le te  
o rg a n is a tio n  to  d e a l w ith  all th e  v a rio u s  a s p e c ts  of 
W e lfa re , i.e . co m fo r ts , a m e n itie s , fa m ily  an d  
d o m e s tic  cases, c a n te e n s , e n te r ta in m e n ts ,  h o r t i ­
c u ltu re ,  e tc . T h e  d e ta i ls  of th e  o rg a n is a tio n  a re  
g iv en  in  t h e  n e x t  c o lu m n  :

A r m y  W e lfa r e  B ra n c h  (M id d le s e x )

C o u n ty  W e lfa re  O fficer :
C o l o n e l  A. M. O. A n w y l - P a s s i n g h a m ,  

C .B .E ., D .L ., J .P .
A s s is ta n t  C o u n ty  W e lfa re  Officers :
M a j o r  W . W . B u r t o n ,  D .L .
M a j o r  A. W . C o o p e r ,  D .L . 

H e a d q u a r te r s  S ta ff  :
C a n te en s  . . . . C o l o n e l  R .  R .  K im m itt ,

O .B .E ., D .L . 
E n te r ta in m e n ts  . .  C a p t . J .  R . S la m o n .
H o r t ic u l tu re  . . M r . G. W . P y m a n .
H o s p ita ls  . . . .  J n r .  C d r . L a d y  K in g ,

A .T .S.
A .T .S . a n d  W .A .A .F . J n r .  C d r . K . M. C r o s s e ,

A .T .S.

A rm y  W e lfa re  Officers :
L t . - C o l .  A . B. W a l t e r s  \
C a p t .  C r a n e  f

C o l .  R .  G . W h it m a n ,  \
T .D . /

Co l  S ir  J o h n  
P e r r in g , D .L .,  J .P .

C a p t . M e l l u is h  
Ca p t . J . O . W in s l e y  

L t .-C o l . T .  W . J
M a c k e n z ie  f

C a p t .  Wti s e  '  f
C a p t . Cl a r id g e  J

L t .-C o l .B a d e n -P o w e l l  J 
W e il  (

M a j o r  C. A s e r m a n ,  f
M .C. j

C o l .  G. B e a c h ,  C.B .,
O .B .E ., T .D ., D .L .,
j p .

L t . - C o l .  J . H u g h - J o n e s  J 

M a j o r  W . S c h o n f i e l d J  
T .D . /

M a j o r  L o n g  
C a p t . A l e x a n d e r  >

S ta in e s , A shfo rd , 
S h e p p e rto n , H a m p to n . 
C hisw ick , W h itto n , 
B re n tfo rd , T w ic k e n h a m

H e s to n , H ou n slo w , 
Is le w o rth .

H a r r o w ,  P in n e r ,
H a t c h  E n d .

W e m b l e y  W e a l d s t o n e ,  
S t a n m o r e ,  H a r r o w  
W e a ld .

F i n c h l e y ,  F r i e r n  B a r n e t ,  
H i g h g a t e ,  H e n d o n ,  
W il l e s d e n .

N o r t h w o o d ,  R u i s l ip ,  
H a r e f i e ld ,  N o r t h o l t .  

H o r n s e y ,  T o t t e n h a m ,  
P o t t e r s  B a r ,  S o u t h g a t e ,  
E d m o n t o n ,  W o o d  G r e e n  

H i l l i n g d o n ,  U x b r i d g e ,  
S w a k e l e y s .

L t .-C o l . W il s o n ,
M .B . E .

C a p t . B u t t o n  

C a p t . B e l s h a w  ^ E a l i n g ,  H a n w e l l ,
C a p t . G . C . B a r n e t t  S o u t h  G r e e n  fo r d ,

J  S o u t h a l l .

C o u n ty  O rg a n is a tio n s  C o n n ected  w ith  A r m y  W e lfa re  
B ra n c h

M i d d l e s e x  T e r r i t o r i a l  A r m y  A s s o c i a t io n  
H e a d q u a r t e r s  : 2 0 ,  G r o s v e n o r  G a r d e n s ,  S . W . i .  

C h a ir m a n  :
C o l o n e l  S i r  E d w in  K in g ,  K . C .B . ,  C .M .G .,  T .D .

D .L .,  J .P .
S e c r e t a r y  :

C o l o n e l  A . M . O . A n w y l - P a s s in g h a m ,  C .B .E . ,
D .L .,  J .P .

M id d lesex  W e lfa re  and  C o m fo rts  C o m m itte e
H e a d q u a r t e r s ,  1 8 , G r o s v e n o r  G a r d e n s ,  S . W . i  

C h a ir m a n  :
C o l o n e l  S i r  E d w in  K in g ,  K . C .B . ,  C .M .G .,  T .D .,

D .L .,  J .P .
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S e c re ta ry , J o in t  C o m ittee  : C a p t .  M . W is e  
S e c re ta ry , E x e c u tiv e  C o m m itte e  •
M r s . D. R . B r i n l e y - R i c h a r d s

I t  w ill b e  o b se rv ed  t h a t  u n d e r  th e  C o u n ty  W elfa re  
Officer th e re  a re  c e rta in  Officers w ith  p a rticu la ris e d  
d u tie s  co v e rin g  th e  w ho le  C o u n ty , i.e. c a n te e n , 
e n te r ta in m e n ts ,  h o r tic u ltu re ,  h o sp ita ls  a n d  A .T .S ., 
a n d  th e  rem a in in g  W elfa re  Officers h a v e  a  d e fin ite  
a re a  in  th e  C o u n ty  for w h ich  th e y  a re  resp o n sib le . 
I t  is o n  th ese  Officers t h a t  th e  b u lk  of th e  w ork  
descends, a n d  th e i r  d u tie s  a re  c o n tin u a lly  in creasin g  
w ith  th e  le n g th e n in g  o f  th e  w ar. T h e ir  m o s t 
im p o r ta n t  w o rk  n ow  is in c o n n e c tio n  w ith  th e  fam ily  
a n d  d o m es tic  w o rries  of se rv in g  p erso n n el, a n d  I 
give below' a  few  fac ts  a n d  figures of th is  im p o r ta n t  
a sp e c t  of th e  W elfa re  O fficers’ w ork .

O n rec e ip t o f e n q u iry  fro m  se rv in g  p ersonnel, 
W elfa re  Officers v is i t  th e  h o m es o f so ld ie rs  a n d  do 
all p ossib le  to  a s s is t  th e  re la tiv e s  in  th e i r  v a rio u s  
tro u b le s.

If, d u r in g  th e  p e rio d  of se p a ra tio n , so ld ie r a n d  
w ife b ecom e e s tra n g ed  o r som e m isu n d e rs ta n d in g  
arises, th e  W elfare  O fficers d o  a ll in  th e i r  p o w e r to  
effect a  reco n c ilia tio n .

H e lp  is a lso  g iv en  to  w ives w ho, d u r in g  co n ­
fin e m en t o r  in  case  of illness, h a v e  o th e r  sm all 
c h ild ren  to  be  c a re d  for.

A lth o u g h  i t  is a  v e ry  d ifficu lt p ro b le m  a t  th e  
p re se n t  tim e , W elfare  Officers d o  th e i r  u tm o s t  to  
find  ac co m m o d atio n  fo r  th o se  w ho u rg e n tly  req u ire  
it.

T h e  a p p ro x im a te  n u m b e r  of cases d e a lt  w ith  
d u r in g  a  y e a r  is 2 ,500 an d , from  th is  figu re  a n d  th e  
ab o v e  fac ts , i t  w ill b e  o b se rv ed  t h a t  th e  W elfa re  
O fficers’ w o rk  n o t  o n ly  v a rie s  b u t  a lso  re q u ire s  a  
g re a t  d ea l of t a c t  a n d  a  la rg e  a m o u n t o f  h a rd  w ork .

T h e  m a n y  o t h e r  d u t i e s  t h a t  f a l l  t o  t h e  l o t  o f  t h e  
W e lf a r e  O ff ic e r s  i n c lu d e  t h e  a ir - r a id  e n q u i r y  s c h e m e ,  
m a i n t a i n i n g  c o n t a c t  w i t h  a l l  u n i t s  w i t h i n  t h e  a r e a ,  
c o - o r d in a t io n  o f  e f f o r t  o f  a l l  lo c a l  o r g a n i s a t i o n s  
f o r m e d  fo r  t h e  b e n e f i t  o f  A r m y  W e l f a r e  a n d  t h e  
t a c t f u l  d e a l i n g  w i t h  in n u m e r a b le  a n d  v a r i e d  p r o b le m s  
p u t  t o  t h e m  b y  e i t h e r  t h e  s e r v i n g  s o ld i e r  o r  h is  
d e p e n d a n t s .  E v e r y  e f f o r t  i s  a l w a y s  m a d e  t o  e n s u r e  
t h a t  t h e  s e r v i n g  s o ld i e r  i s  r e l i e v e d  o f  a s  m u c h  h o m e  
w o r r y  a s  p o s s i b l e  a n d  I  c a n  s a y ,  in  a l l  s i n c e r i t y ,  
t h a t  t h e  A r m y  W e l f a r e  B r a n c h  in  M id d le s e x  h a s  
p l a y e d  n o  s m a l l  p a r t  t o  t h i s  e n d .

T h e  w o r k  o f  W e l f a r e  O f f ic e r s  i s  e n t i r e l y  v o l u n t a r y ,  
a n d  t h e y  w i l l  d o u b t l e s s  b e  c a l l e d  u p o n  s t i l l  f u r t h e r  
w i t h  t h e  c o m i n g  o f  p e a c e  t o  a s s i s t  in  t h e  s t r a i g h t e n ­
in g  o u t  o f  t h e  m a n y  d i f f i c u l t i e s  t h a t  a r e  b o u n d  t o  
a r i s e  t h r o u g h  t h e  d i s r u p t i o n  o f  f a m i l y  l i f e  o v e r  a  
n u m b e r  o f  y e a r s .

I  f e e !  I  m u s t  s a y  a  w o r d  o f  t h a n k s  t o  t h e  S a i l o r s ’, 
S o l d i e r s ’ a n d  A i r m e n ’s  F a m i l i e s '  A s s o c i a t i o n  a n d  
t h e  v a r io u s  lo c a l  c o m m i t t e e s  in  t h e  C o u n t y ,  a l s o  
t o  o t h e r  v o l u n t a r y  o r g a n i s a t i o n s ,  s u c h  a s  t h e  
W . V . S . .  t h e  S o l d i e r s ’, S a i l o r s ’, a n d  A ir m e n ’s  H e l p  
S o c i e t y ,  a n d  t o  a l l  t h o s e  w h o  a r e  a c t i n g  a s  a s s i s t a n t s  
t o  t h e  lo c a l  W e l f a r e  O f f ic e r s ,  f o r  t h e i r  u n f a i l in g  
s u p p o r t  a n d  c o - o p e r a t i o n  in  t h i s  n a t i o n a l  w o r k .  
I t  h a s  b e e n  a  s o u r c e  o f  g r e a t  s a t i s f a c t i o n  t o  m e ,  
a s  C o u n t y  W e l f a r e  O ff ic e r ,  t o  h a v e  s o  m a n y  w i l l in g  
h e lp e r s  a n i m a t e d  b y  t h e  o n e  d e s i r e  t o  s e r v e ,  a n d  
i t  i s  e n t i r e l y  d u e  t o  t h e  c o n c e r t e d  e f f o r t s  o f  a l l  
c o n c e r n e d  t h a t  i t  h a s  b e e n  p o s s i b l e  t o  m a k e  a  
s u b s t a n t i a l  c o n t r i b u t i o n  in  M id d le s e x  t o  t h e  
W 'e lfa r e  o f  s e r v in g  p e r s o n n e l  n o w  s c a t t e r e d  o v e r  
t h e  w o r ld ,  a n d  t h e  w i v e s  a n d  f a m i l i e s  o f  t h o s e  
s o ld i e r s  w h o s e  h o m e s  a r e  in  M i d d l e s e x . '

F R O M  S O M E  O F  T H E  B A T T A L IO N S

H o m e .— O u r In d e p e n d e n t  C o m p an ies  h a v e  been  
b u s y  h e lp in g  to  re p a ir  fly -b o m b  d a m a g e d  hom es, 
a n d  to  p re p a re  so m e  o f th e  b each es  fo r  use  b y  
c iv ilian s .

T h e  —  (M.G.) O .C .T .U . is re sp o n sib le  fo r tra in in g  
O fficers fo r  t h e  M ach in e  G u n  R eg im en ts , a n d  u p  
to  th e  tim e  of g o ing  to  P re ss  a  s a tis fa c to ry  n u m b er  
o f O fficer C a d e ts  h a v e  b een  com m issioned  a n d  
a p p o in te d  to  th e  R e g im en t.

T h e  O .C .T .U . w as v e ry  fo r tu n a te  in  h a v in g  a  
tw o -d a y  v is i t  b y  L ie u t.-G e n era l B. G. H o rro ck s,
C .B ., D .S .O ., M .C., j u s t  befo re  h e  le ft fo r F ran ce . 
T h e y  a re  a lso  fo r tu n a te  in  h a v in g  M ajo r H . S. 
E m e ry , M .C ., a s  th e  D is tr ic t  W elfa re  Officer, w ho 
d o es  m o re  th a n  e n o u g h  in  th e  in te r e s t  o f th e  U n it  
a n d  A ll R a n k s  a re  g ra te fu l for h is  help .

T h e  fo llow ing m em b ers  of th e  R e g im e n t a re  on 
th e  S ta ff  :
L ieu t.-C o l. E . C. K . S ad ler  C o m m a n d a n t 
M a jo r D . G. P a te rs o n  . . C o m p a n y  C o m m an d er
M a jo r L . A. C arvosso  . .  C o m p a n y  C o m m an d er
C a p t. P . E . G rev ille  . .  A sst. C hief In s t ru c to r
C a p t. I . D . M cL ean  . . I n s t r u c to r

6769309 S e rg t. S te b b in g , E .
6584906 S e rg t. S to n e , J .
6207601 S e rg t. H a c o n , D.
6208164 S e rg t. W esto n , E .
6206171 S erg t. F e a v e r, S.
6215058 S erg t. H ill, H . . .
6206735 S e rg t. G ray , S. . .
6211551 S e rg t, W illiam s, R .
6206297 Cpl. G ird le r, D ..  .

14261685 Cpl. C ooke, C. . .
3518573 P te . D im elow , H . B a tm a n
6216943 P te . H e a th , G. . .  G .D . M an.

A b ro a d .— O n e  of o u r  B a t ta l io n s  e m b a rk e d  on  a  
L .C .T . a b o u t  10.00 h rs. on  3 rd  J u n e  a n d  tw o  
C o m p an ies  e m b a rk e d  la te r  in  th e  m o rn in g . On 
a c c o u n t of a  s tro n g  w ind  th e  m o v e  acro ss  w as 
d e la y e d  for 24 h o u rs  a n d  th e  m en  d ise m b a rk e d  on  
th e  4 th  J  une  a n d  h a d  b a th s  in  th e  N a v a l Q u a r te rs . 
O n th e  5 th  J u n e  th e  co n v o y  m o v ed  o u t  a n d  lay  
off th e  p o r t  u n til  so o n  a f te r  12 n o o n , w h en  it  sa iled  
fo r  F R A N C E . O n lan d in g  on  6 th  J u n e  *’ A ” 
C o m p a n y  c a m e  u n d e r  h e a v y  A rtille ry  a n d  M o rta r  
fire a n d  su ffe red  c a su a ltie s . N o. 1 P la to o n  g ave  
a ss is ta n c e  to  a  R o y a l M arine  C o m m an d o  a n d  th e  
P la to o n  C o m m an d er, L ieu t. B e tts ,  w as w ou n d ed . 
T o  th e  left. N o. 3 P la to o n , u n d e r  L ieu t. M ilne, 
c am e  u n d e r  h e a v y  fire fro m  a n  a n t i - ta n k  g u n  a n d
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su ffe red  sev ere  ca su a ltie s , o n ly  o n e  C a rrie r  a n d  n  
m e n  esca p in g  u n h u r t .  N e x t  “ C ”  C o m p a n y  a n d  
tw o. P la to o n s ' lan d e d  to  find  g re a t  co n g estio n , b u t  
soon t r a n s p o r t  w as a b le  to  in o v e  in la n d . D u rin g  
th e  l a te  a fte rn o o n  a n d  e v e n in g  o f 6 th  J u n e . “ A " 
C o m p a n v  e s ta b lish e d  a  d e fen siv e  M G . b e lt  a lo n g  
th e  line  H E R M A N V IL L E -S U R -M E R  to  C O L L E - 
V IL L E -S U R -O R N E . O n e  P la to o n  o f m o rta rs  
w e n t i a to  a c tio n  a t  B a t ta l io n  H e a d q u a r te r s  a n d  
on e  P la to o n  a b o u t  o n e  m ile  o n  th e  le f t  flank. 
D u r in g  th is  a c tio n  L ie u t.  D ix o n , 9 th  P la to o n , 
su c ce ss fu lly  s u p p o r te d  a n  a t t a c k  b y  a n  I n fa n t ry  
C o m p a n y  o n  a  fo u r-g u n  b a t t e r y  in  th e  P E R IE R -  
S U R -L E -D A N  a re a  w h ich  w as h o ld in g  u p  th e  
a d v a n ce . S e rg t. R aw lin g  a n d  L ie u t.  D ix o n  w ere  
b o th  h i t  a n d  th e  l a t t e r  d ied  la te r  o f  s h ra p n e l  he  id  
w o u n d s . T h is  P la to o n  rea c h e d  B I E N V IL L E  a n d  
en g a g ed  a  h o s tile  M .G . p o s t, k illin g  te n  m en  a n d  
ta k in g  one  p r iso n e r. N o. 8 P la to o n  rem a in e d  in 
p o s itio n  on  th e  m a in  ro a d  a ll n ig h t  a n d  w as h e a v ily  
shelled .

T h e  B a t ta l io n  h a s  b e e n  th o ro u g h ly  a c c lim a tised  
to  b a t t l e  a n d  a ll r a n k s  h a v e  le a r n t  th e  v a lu e  of 
d ig g in g  ; th e re  is n o  n eed  n ow  to  en c o u ra g e  th e  
m en  to  d o  so, i t  is d o n e  a u to m a tic a lly  ! T h e  4.2 
m o r ta r  h a s  p ro v e d  itse lf  a n  a c c u ra te  w e a p o n  a n d  
a ll p r iso n e rs  te s t ify  to  th e ir  lo a th iftg  of it.

D u rin g  J u ly  tw o  m a jo r  o ffensive o p e ra t io n s  w ere 
c a rr ie d  o u t  b y  th e  D iv isio n  to  w h ich  th e  B a t ta l io n  
belo n g s, th e  f irs t  b e in g  th e .  c a p tu re  of C A E N , 
d iv id e d  in to  th re e  p h a ses  : P h a se  O ne, th e  c a p tu re  
o f -L E B IS E Y  ; P h a se  T w o, th e  c a p tu re  of H E R O U - 
V IL L E  ; a n d  P h a s e  T h re e , th e  o c c u p a tio n  of 
C A E N  ; a n d  th e  seco n d  o p e ra t io n  w as a n  a t t a c k  
o n  T O U F F R E V IL L E , S A N N E R V IL L E  a n d  an 
a d v a n c e  to  p o s itio n s  w e s t o f T R O A R N . In  a ll th ese  
o p e ra t io n s  th e  B a t ta l io n  p la y e d  a  p ro m in e n t  p a r t ,  
a n d  in  a d d it io n  th e  M .G. C o m p an ies  a n d  M o rta r  
C o m p an ies  p e rp e tu a lly  c a rr ie d  o u t  h a ra s s in g  a n d  
c o u n te r  M o rta r  s h o o ts  w h en  th e  D iv isio n  w as in  a  
d e fen s iv e  ro le . O ne  o f th e  in te re s t in g  d e v e lo p ­
m e n ts  ' h a s  b een  o u r  use  of c a p tu re d  G erm an  
P a n z e tw e r fe r ,  w h ich  h a s  a t t r a c te d  a  lo t  of 
a t t e n t io n  to  th e  B a tta l io n , b o th  on  o u r  s id e  a n d  th e  
e n e m y ’s.

In  a  l e t t e r  d a te d  1 2 th  A u g u s t, 1944, L ie u t  - 
G en e ra l B. G. H o rro c k s , a  d is tin g u ish e d  C orps 
C o m m a n d e r  o f  o u r  R e g im e n t in  F ra n ce , w rite s  to  
sa y  : “  T h in g s  a re  g o in g  well o u t  h e re , b u t  th e  
B o ch e  is s till f ig h tin g  h a rd . W e a re  h i t t in g  h im  all 
th e  tim e  a n d  n e v e r  le t  u p . T h e  sig n s  a re  t h a t  he  
m a y  c ra c k  in  th e  n e a r  f u tu r e .”

H is  p ro p h e c y  h a s  co m e t ru e .  T o  w h a t d eg ree  i t  
h a s  co m e t ru e  c a n  b e  ev id e n c e d  fro m  G en era l 
H o r ro c k s ’s w o rd s  w h en  o n  7 th  S e p te m b e r  he sp o k e  
in  B ru sse ls  a t  th e  e n d  of a  sp e c ta c u la r  d a sh  from  
th e  S E I N E — 206 m iles  in  s ix  d a y s  a g a in s t  s te a d y  
o p p o s itio n . H e  p o in te d  o u t  t h a t  th e  d r iv e  to  
B R U S S E L S  ,was n o t  a  p u sh  ro u n d  th e  flanks, b u t  
a  s te a d y  d r iv e  a g a in s t  d e fe n d e d  v illag es  ah e ad . 
T h e  k e y -p o in t  of th e  a d v a n c e  ca m e  w h en  th e  
a rm o u re d  c o lu m n s  w hich  h a d  a lr e a d y  a d v a n ce d  
25 m iles to  th e  B E A U V A IS  a re a , w ere o rd e re d  to  
p u s h  o n  a ll n ig h t  fo r  A M IE N S . T h e  ta n k s  co v e red  
th e  a d d it io n a l  43 m iles  d u r in g  th e  n ig h t  a n d  
c a p tu r e d  th e  A m ien s b rid g es  in ta c t  b y  th e  f irs t 
lig h t.

T h e y  u sed  th e  sam e  ta c t ic s  as  in  th e i r  a d v a n c e s  
in  th e  d e se r t, a n d  co v e red  th e  40  m iles in th e  d a y , 
le a v in g  th e i r  flan k s  open .

T h e  a d v a n c e  b e g a n  w ith  th e  c a p tu re  of M O N T

P IN C O N  in  N O R M A N D Y . I t  w as c a p tu re d  in 
24 h o u rs ’ h e a v y  fig h tin g  b y  ta n k s  a n d  in fa n try .

“ A l it t le  c lassic  ” w as h is  d e sc r ip tio n  of th e  
cro ss in g  o f th e  S E I N E  a t  V E R N O N . T h e  e n tire  
B r i tish  C orps w as m o v ed  ac ro ss  th e  A m erican  lines 
of c o m m u n ica tio n  a t  th e  sam e  tim e  a s  o u r  A llies 
w ere p u llin g  back .

A t  6 .30  p .m . o n  2 6 th  A u g u s t a ll  a v a ila b le  
A rtil le ry  a n d  M o rta rs  su d d e n ly  la id  d o w n  a  b a rrag e , 
a n d  th e  I n fa n t ry  b e g a n  c rossing  th e  Seine. All th e  
a rm o u r  fo r  th e  p u sh  to  B R U S S E L S  m o v ed  e a st 
ac ro ss  th e  S E I N E  a n d  w as o rd e re d  to  s ta r t  th e  
p u sh  fro m  a  p o s itio n  w h ich  G en era l H o rro c k s  
d e scrib ed  as  u n tid y . “ W e h a d  to  k eep  th e  B oche 
g oing , a n d  i t  w a s n ’t  th e  tim e  fo r tid in e ss ,”  h e  sa id . 
B y  3 0 th  A u g u s t th e  m a in  a rm o u r  w as u p  a n d  th e  
f a s t  p u sh  to  th e  e a s t  b eg an .

“ T h e y  w ere m ag n if ic e n t,” G en era l H o rro c k s  
sa id  o f h is  m en . “ W h e n  w e b u m p ed  in to  o p p o s itio n  
th e  ta n k s  g o t  b e h in d  i t  a n d  th e  I n fa n t ry  follow ed 
u p .”

T h e  G e rm a n s  so  tra p p e d  b e tw e en  th e  B ritish  
a n d  th e  c o a s t  w ere  e s tim a te d  a t  200,000.

T R IB U T E S  F R O M  T H E  F IE L D

C e rta in  B a t ta l io n s  o f th e  R e g im e n t h a v e  been  
se rv in g  in  v a rio u s  th e a t re s  of o p e ra t io n s  s in ce  th e  
b eg in n in g  o f th e  w ar. O w ing  to  re s tr ic tio n s  im ­
p o sed  b y  “  S e c u ri ty  ”  w e a re  n o t  a llow ed  to  m en tio n  
th ese  B a t ta l io n s  b y  th e ir  reco g n isab le  n u m b e rs  or 
t i t le s  u n til  long  a f te r  th e  p e rio d  o f th e i r  p a r t ic u la r  
a c t iv i ty  w e m a y  b e  rep o r tin g .

W e can , h o w ev er, n ow  rev e a l t h a t  o u r  K ens.
a n d   M idd lesex  h a v e  b o th  b een  e n g ag ed  in stiff
f ig h tin g  in  I ta ly .  O u r ------- B a tta l io n  M idd lesex
h a s  been  e n g ag ed  on  th e  A N Z IO  B E A C H H E A D . 
T h is  B a tta l io n  h a s  g a in ed  sev era l a w a rd s  since its  
a r r iv a l  in th e  C .M .F . th e a tre .  I t  p a ra d e d  n e a r  
R o m e  befo re  th e  D iv isio n a l C o m m a n d e r o n  3 rd  
Ju ly , 1944- T h e  C o m m a n d e r  p re se n ted  th e  M.C. 
to  M ajo r R . R o w b o th a m  a n d  C a p t. G. Je n k in s . 
T h e  G .O .C . rem in d ed  th e  B a t ta l io n  h ow  w ell i t  h ad  
d o n e  in  th e  ten se  o p e ra t io n s  on  th e  A nzio  B e a c h ­
h ead  a n d  c o n g ra tu la te d  th e  B a t ta l io n  on  th e  veFy 
fine ce re m o n ia l p a ra d e  d e m o n s tra t io n  i t  h a d  d is ­
p la y e d . H e  sa id  th e  s te a d in ess , a rm s  d rill, a n d  
m arc h in g  w ere ex ce llen t, a n d  s ta te d ,  “ Y ou h av e  
s e t  a  v e ry  h igh  s ta n d a rd  in  e v e ry  w ay , a n d  I  know  
y o u  w ill m a in ta in  i t . ”

As y o u  w ill see on  a n o th e r  page , fo rm a tio n s  of 
o u r  R e g im e n t h a v e  b een  se rv in g  in N O R M A N D Y  
s in ce  j u s t  a f te r  th e  in it ia l  lan d in g s .

T h e  fo llow ing e x c e rp ts  from  le t te r s  rece iv ed  b y  
th e  C olonel of th e  R e g im e n t d eserv e  as  w ide a 
p u b lic i ty  a s  is po ssib le  in  th ese  d ay s .

F ro m  F ie ld -M arsh a l L o rd  C av an , Colonel of th e  
I r is h  G u a rd s  :

“  I  h a v e  h ad  a n  o p p o r tu n i ty  of. seeing  th e  W ar 
D ia ry  of m y  R e g im en t, th e  I r ish  G u a rd s , a t  A N Z IO , 
a n d  I sh o u ld  lik e  to  ex p re ss  to  y o u  m y  in ten se  
a d m ira t io n  a n d  g ra t i tu d e  for th e  co -o p e ra tio n  of 
th e  D ie -H a rd s  a t  c r itic a l s ta g e s  of th e  b a tt le .

I th in k  th e  d efen ce  o f  th e  b ea ch -h e a d  w ill even  
r a n k  a s  o n e  o f th e  m o s t s tu b b o rn  a n d  v a lu a b le  of 
B ritish  B a t tle s  a n d  th a t ,  we can  be p ro u d  of th e  
n o b le  p a r t  p lay e d  b y  o u r  R e g im e n ts  a g a in s t  w h a t  
w as v e ry  n e a r ly  o v e rw h e lm in g  force, W ith  sincere  
th a n k s  a n d  good w ish e s .”
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F ro m  H .Q ., In f . B rig ad e , C .M .F . :
T o  C ap t. D . G. A sling, M idd lesex  R eg im en t.

“ W h en  I saw  th e m  fire a t  S O U S S E  I w as a t  once 
im p ressed — y o u  h a v e  a  firs t-c la ss  lo t o f so ld iers. 
I will w rite  y o u r  C .O . a n d  le t h im  k n o w  h ow  well 
y o u  a n d  y o u r  P la to o n s  d id  w ith  th e  B rigade . I 
w ish y o u  v 'e re  s till w ith  us. T h a n k in g  y o u  an d  
y o u r  ‘ b ra v e s  ’ fo r th e i r  m ag n ific e n t co -o p e ra tio n  
w ith  u s .”

F ro m  Col- d e  C h im ay  :

" l a m  v e ry  p leased  to  te ll  yo u  t h a t  th e  U n it  has 
done w ell a n d  i ts  n a m e  is h ig h  a m o n g s t th o se  we 
a re  w ith . G en era l A le x a n d er  w as h ere  a  s h o r t  t im e  
ago  a n d  seeing  som e of o u r  c h a p s  a lo n g  th e  ro ad  
w e n t o v e r a n d  to ld  th e m  t h a t  th e y  h a d  m ad e  th e ir  
n a m e  th ro u g h o u t  h is A rm y  le t  a lo n e  th is  b e a ch ­
h ead . I t  h a s  been  v e ry  h a rd  g o ing  m o s t o f th e  tim e  
a n d  w e a th e r  h a s  b een  co ld  a n d  a t  t im e s  a p p a llin g  
w ith  h e a v y  ra in , s lee t a n d  hail, w h ich  h as  tu rn e d  
th e  g ro u n d  in to  a  sea  of m u d . S om e o f o u r  ch a p s  
h av e  p erfo rm ed  te rr if ic  fea ts  of e n d u ra n c e  in th ese  
a d v e rse  co n d itio n s  a n d  L av e  a t  th e  sam e tim e  lived 
u p  to  th e  f ig h tin g  co n d itio n s  o f  th e  R e g im e n t.”

A c o p y  of a  l e t te r  rece iv ed  b y  a  M ajo r co m ­
m an d in g  a  p o r tio n  o f one  of o u r  B a tta l io n s  of th e  
P .L . K e n s in g to n  R e g im e n t in  I ta ly  fro m  h is  B rig ad e  
C o m m an d er :

“ I  w ou ld  be  g ra te fu l  if yo u  w ould  te ll a ll ra n k s
° f  ‘ E  ’ h o w  m u ch  I — a n d  I k now  I c a n  sp eak
fo r a ll C .O .s, to o — a p p re c ia te  th e  e x ce llen t w o rk  
p e rfo rm ed  b y  th e  B a t ta l io n  s ince th e  D iv ision  
cam e  o ver from  th e  A d ria tic  c o a st la s t  F e b ru a ry . 
Y o u r M o rta r  P la to o n s  d id  s te r lin g  w o rk  on  th e  
R A P ID O  a n d  M O N A S T E R Y  H IL L , a n d  I am  su re  
th e ir  c o u n te r  m o rta r  fire d id  m u ch  to  k eep  dow n 
casu a ltie s  in  th e  B rig ad e  d u r in g  th o se  tw o  m o n th s . 
D u rin g  th e  a d v a n c e  from  th e  G U S T A V  L IN E  th e re  
h av e  been  m a n y  calls  o n  th e  B a tta l io n , a n d  I  know  
th a t  a t  t im e s  th e y  h a v e  been  ask ed  to  o p e ra te  for 
d a y s  a n d  n ig h ts  on  end  w ith o u t  re s t. T h e re  is no  
d o u b t t h a t  on  o ccasions th e ir  fire h a s  h a d  a  d ire c t 
an d  dec isive  e ffect on  th e  co u rse  of th e  b a tt le .  
In  p a rt ic u la r ,  I rem e m b e r th e  losses in flic ted  on  th e  
e n e m y  w ho  a tte m p te d  to  re-o ccu p y  th e  ridge 
o p p o s ite  the . S u rrey s  to  th e  w est of SAN FA  - 
T U C C H IO  a n d  th e  a t t a c k  b y  th e  L .F . a t  S T O P P A  
I am  g lad  casu a ltie s  w ere lig h t  a n d  th is  I a t t r ib u te  
to  good se lec tion  of p o s itio n s  b y  officers a n d  good 
tra in in g  on  th e  p a r t  of th e  m en. A gain  m an y  
th a n k s  for y o u r  good w o rk .”

E x t r a c t  from  a  le t te r  w ritte n  b y  R ev . G eorge 
H e w itt, f a th e r  o f  C ap t. an d  A d ju ta n t  A. C. 
H e w itt,  w'ho escap ed  to  C h u n g k in g  on  2nd 
F e b ru a ry , 1942 :

M y son say s  “ all m en o f th e  M iddlesex  R eg im en t 
fo u g h t w ith o u t e x c ep tio n  w ith  g re a t  v a lo u r 
Col. N ew n h am , G .S .O .I.. a f te r  th e  b a tt le ,  w ro te  to  
Cel. S te w a rt  th e  fo llo w in g : F ro m  th e  G enera l
dow n to  • o th e r  ran k s  ’ o f o th e r  U n its  th e re  is 
n o th in g  b u t  a d m ira t io n  fo r  th e  w a v  th e  m en of 
y o u r  R e g im e n t h av e  fo u g h t. T h e v 'h a v e  u p-held  
th e  tra d i tio n s  of th e  “ D ie -H a rd s  ' a n d  re liv ed  th e  
g lories of A lb u h e ra .”

O N L Y  O N E  G R O U S E  !

In  a  p re v io u s  p ag e  y o u  will h av e  rea d  rem a rk s  
m ad e  b y  th e  L o rd  L ie u te n a n t  of th e  C o u n ty  on  th e  
h e lp  to  th e  m o ra le  o f f ig h tin g  tro o p s  w hich  a  s tro n g  
C o u n ty  in te r e s t  c a n  g en e ra te . W e a re  in d e b te d  
to  th e  E d i to r  o f one  o f o u r  C o u n ty  n ew sp ap ers , 
“ T h e  H o rn se y  J o u rn a l  ”  for perm ission  to  rd p rin t 
a  l e t t e r  w h ich  th e  M ay o r of H o rn se y  ; A lderm an
H . G. J*. W illiam s^ rece iv ed  from  th e  C O . o f a  
B a tta l io n  o f  o u r R e g im e n t n ow  fig h tin g  in 
N o rm an d y ..

“ In  v iew  o f th e  tie s  w hich  b ind  th is  B a tta lio n  
to  H o rn se y  a n d  H ig h g a te  a n d  in view, o f  th e  keen  
in te r e s t  w h ich  yo u  an d  th e  peo p le  o f  H o m se v  
a n d  H ig h g a te  h a v e  a lw ay s  ta k e n  in  th e  a c tiv it ie s  
of th is  B a tta l io n , an d  p a r t ic u la r ly  r e te n tlv  d u r in g  
th e  N o r th  A frican  cam p a ig n . I feel su re  y o u  w ould 
lik e  to  h e a r  as  m u ch  a s  th e  c en so r will p e rm it  of 
th e  p a r t  we a re  ta k in g  in th e  p re se n t  o p ^ -a fio n s  in 
T ra n ce .

” As y o u  w ill p ro b a b ly  h a v e  h e a rd  on th e  w ireless, 
we h a v e  b een  in th e s e  p a r ts  since th e  b eg in n in g  and  
h a v e  ta k e n  o u r  full sh a re  i n ' th e  v a rio u s  e v e n ts  
w h ich  a re  now' c u lm in a tin g  in a  reso u n d in g  v ic to ry . 
A fter m a n y  w eeks in  t h a t  c ra m p e d  b r id g e h e a ', 
e v e ry  inch  o f w hich  w e g o t to  k n o w  in t im a te ly  an d  
a lm o s t  e v e ry  in ch  of w h ich  b a d  b ecom e p i t t e u  w ith  
shell h o les a n d  b o m b  c ra te rs , we find i t  exceeding!}, 
p le a s a n t  to  h a v e  d eb o u ch ed , as  w e h a v e  now . in tq  
a  c o u n try s id e  w hich  b e a rs  few signs of e n e m y  ac tio n .

“ As I w rite , th e  n e a rb y  ro ad  c o n ta in s  a s tream  
o f refugees, w ith  th e i r  b e long ings on  b icycles, in 
p e ra m b u la to rs ,  on th e ir  b a c k s  o r in ca rts , r e tu rn in g  
to  th e i r  h o m es w hich  th e y  h a d  h a d  to  leav e  h u rrie d lv  
as  th e  w a r a p p ro a c h e d  th em , all of th em  t ire d  a n d  
co v e red  in  d u s t,  y e t  a ll of th e m  sm iling  h a p o ilv  a t  
us a n d  w av in g  a s  th e y  pass. I t  is  g ran d  to  be 
ab le  to  h e lp  th ese  peop le  as  we h av e  d o n e  a n d  to  
find  th em  so  o b v io u sly  g ra te fu l.

“  O f th e  o p e ra t io n s  in  w h ich  w e  h a v e  ta k e n  p a r t  
I a m  n o t a llow ed  to  sa y  a n y th in g  e x c e p t  t h a t  th ey  
h a v e  b een  fo r  th e  m o s t p a r t  n o t  v e ry  s p e c ta c u la r  
u n til  rec e n tly , th o u g h  a t  a ll t im e s  o f g re a t  im ­
p o r ta n c e . As you  h a v e  h~ ard , i t  h as  been  th e  d u ty  
o f th e  B ritish  an d  C a n a d ian s  to  c o n ta in  th e  g rea te r  
p a r t  of th e  G erm an  forces, w hile th e  A m ericans 
m ad e  th e i r  a m a r in g  a n d  s p e c ta c u la r  a d v a n c e  ro u n d  
th e  G e rm a n  le ft flank . T h e  B a tta l io n  h a s  b een  
v e ry  well sp o k e n  o f b y  th e -D iv is io n a l C o m m an d e-, 
w ho  to ld  m e p e rso n a lly  t h a t  w e had, d o n e  ail t h a t  
w e h a d  been- to ld  to  do  a n d  h a d  d o n e  i t  .well. T o  
d a te  w e h a v e  one  M ilita ry  C ross a n d  tw o  M ilita ry  
M edals to  o u r  c re d it  a n d  m ore, i t  is ho p ed  a re  on 
th e  w ay .

“ T h e  G e rm a n  so ld ie rs  h a v e  u n d o u b te d ly  fo u g h t 
well fro m  th e  f irs t d a y  o f th e  in v asio n . N one o f us 
o u t  h e re  c a n  d e n y  th a t ,  b u t  m an  fo r m an  th e re  is 
n o  q u e s tio n  a s  to  w ho w ill e v e n tu a lly  bg  v icto rious.

“  W e h a v e  h a d  o u r  ca su a ltie s , fo r tu n a te ly  n o t 
n e a rly  a s  m a n y  as  m ig h t  h a v e  been  e x p e c te d , veN 
n ev e rth e le ss , q u ite  h e a v y  en o u g h . P e rh ap s  I 
sho u ld  ex p la in  h e re  w h ile  o n  th is  su b je c t  for th e  
b en e fit of a n y  re la tiv e s  in  H o rn se y  a n d  r tig h g a te  
w ho m a y  be in te re s te d , t h a t  w e a re  n o t, a n v  of us, 
p e rm itte d  to  w rite  to  re la tiv e s  o f an y o n e  w ho 
beco m es a c a s u a l ty  u n ril fo u rte en  d a y s  h a w  
elap sed , in o rd e r  to  give th e  W a r  Office tim e  *0 
d e s p a tc h  th e  official n o tif ic a tio n , w h ich  som etim es, 
fo r good reaso n s, ta k e s  a  lit tle  tim e .



18 ZJL 2b Le -̂ JJardâ

“  I t  h a s  b e e n  v e r y  g r a t i f y i n g  t o  h a v e  e n te r e 'd  
u p o n  t h i s  c a m p a i g n  a s  w e  h a v e ,  s o  v e r y  w e l l  
e q u i p p e d  i n  g u n s ,  a m m u n i t i o n  a n d  a l l  o t h e r  w a r l i k e  
r e q u i r e m e n t s .  I t  s a y s  a  g r e a t  d e a l  f o r  t h e  o r g a n i s a ­
t i o n  o f  t h e  a u t h o r i t i e s  c o n c e r n e d  a n d  f o r  t h e  h a r d  
w o r k  o f  t h e  m a s s e s  in  f a c t o r i e s  a n d  e l s e w h e r e  in  
G r e a t  B r i t a i n  t h a t  t h i s  h a s  b e e n  p o s s i b l e  a n d  w e  
a r e  a l l  i n d e e d  g r a t e f u l  f o r  e v e r y t h i n g  t h a t  h a s  b e e n  
d o n e  b y  a l l  c o n c e r n e d .

“ I f  w e  m i g h t  b e  a l l o w e d  o n e  g r o u s e  i t  i s  t h a t  
s t o c k s  o f  b o o k s  a n d  m a g a z i n e s  c o u l d  s t i l l  b e  
i n c r e a s e d ,  a l t h o u g h  w e  h a v e  h a d  a  f a i r  p r o p o r t i o n  
o f  e a c h  t o  d a t e .

"  O n  b e h a l f  o f  a l l  r a n k s  i n  t h e  B a t t a l i o n ,  a n d  
p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h o s e  w i t h  h o m e s ,  r e l a t i v e s  a n d  f r i e n d s  
i n  H o r n s e y  a n d  H i g h g a t e ,  I  s e n d  y o u  o u r  b e s t  
w i s h e s  a n d  o u r  a s s u r a n c e  t h a t  w e  w i l l  d o  a l l  i n  o r  
p o w e r  t o  h a s t e n  t h a t  v i c t o r y  w h i c h  i s  n o w  s o  
c l e a r l y  i n  s i g h t .  T o  t h o s e  o f  y o u  w h o  h a v e  s u f f e r e d  
f r o m  t h e  f l y i n g - b o m b  m e n a c e ,  I  w o u l d  a d d  t h a t  
a s  o u r  f o i c e s  a p p r o a c h  t h e  l a u n c h i n g  s i t e s ,  s o  o u r  
e a g e r n e s s  t o  d e m o l i s h  t h e  s o u r c e s  o f  t h e s e  h o r r o r s ,  
t o g e t h e r  w i t h  t h o s e  w h o  l a u n c h  t h e m ,  i n c r e a s e s . ’

W H A T  IS  T H E  T E R R I T O R I A L  A S S O C IA T IO N  ?

T e r r i t o r i a l  A r m y  A s s o c i a t i o n s  w e r e  c r e a t e d  in  
1 9 0 8 ,  w h e n  t h e  Y e o m a n r y  a n d  V o l u n t e e r s  w e r e  
c o m b i n e d  t o  f o r m  t h e  T e r r i t o r i a l  F o r c e .

R e c r u i t i n g ,  c l o t h i n g  a n d  e q u i p m e n t ,  a d m i n i s t r a ­
t i o n ,  f i n a n c e  a n d  t h e  m a i n t e n a n c e  o f  b u i l d i n g s  a n d  
r i f le  r a n g e s  i n  r e s p e c t  o f  t h e  T e r r i t o r i a l  F o r c e  w e r e  
t h e i r  m a i n  d u t i e s .

E a c h  C o u n t y  h a d  i t s  o w n  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  a n d  i n  
M i d d l e s e x  t h e  o r i g i n a l  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  w a s  f i x e d  a t  
3 2  m e m b e r s ,  e x c l u s i v e  o f  t h e  P r e s i d e n t .  M e m b e r ­
s h i p  w a s  i n  t h r e e  c a t e g o r i e s ,  i . e .  m i l i t a r y  m e m b e r s  
1 8 ,  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  m e m b e r s  a p p o i n t e d  b y  t h e  
C o u n t y  C o u n c i l  7 ,  c o - o p t e d  m e m b e r s  7 .  T h e s e  
f i g u r e s  h a v e  b e e n  i n c r e a s e d  f r o m  t i m e  t o  t i m e  w i t h  
t h e  e x p a n s i o n  o f  t h e  T e r r i t o r i a l  A r m y  a n d  t h e  
p r e s e n t  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  i s  a s  f o l l o w s  :

M i l i t a r y  m e m b e r s  . . . .  • • 2 8
A i r  F o r c e  m e m b e r s  . .  . . • • 6
R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  m e m b e r s  . .  . - 7
C o - o p t e d  m e m b e r s  . . . .  . . H

m a k i n g  a  t o t a l  o f  5 2  m e m b e r s .

D u r i n g  t h e  p r e s e n t  w a r  a  s p e c i a l  in c r e a s e  o f  
1 0  H o m e  G u a r d  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  a n d  t h e  C o u n t y  
C a d e t  C o m m a n d a n t  h a s  b e e n  m a d e  t o  t h e  a b o v e  
f i g u r e s .

T h e  P r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  A s s o c i a t i o n  i s  t h e  L o r d  
L i e u t e n a n t  o f  t h e  C o u n t y  d u r i n g  h i s  p e r io d  o f  
o f f i c e  a n d  t h e  C h a ir m a n  a n d  V i c e - C h a i r m a n  a r e  
e l e c t e d  a n n u a l l y .  T h e  S e c r e t a r y  i s  a p p o i n t e d  b y  
t h e  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  s u b j e c t  t o  t h e  a p p r o v a l  o f  t h e  A r m y  
C o u n c i l  a n d  t h e  A ir  C o u n c i l ,  a n d  i s  a p p o i n t e d  f o r  
f i v e  y e a r s  i n  t h e  f i r s t  i n s t a n c e  a n d  r e - a p p o i n t e d  fo r  
f u r t h e r  p e r i o d s  o f  f i v e  y e a r s ,  s u b j e c t  t o  a n  a g e  l i m i t .

T h e  e x i s t i n g  a p p o i n t m e n t s  a r e  a s  f o l l o w s  : 

P r e s i d e n t  : C o l .  t h e  R i g h t  H o n .  t h e  L o r d
R o c h d a l e ,  C .B .

C h a ir m a n  : C o l .  S i r  E d w i n  K i n g ,  K . C .B . ,
C .M .G .,  T . D . ,  D . L . ,  J . P .  

V i c e - C h a i r m a n  : G r o u p  C a p t .  A .  S .  W .  D o r e ,
D . S . O . ,  T . D . ,  D .L .

S e c r e t a r y  : C o l .  A .  M . O . A n w y l - P a s s i n g h a m ,
C .B .E . ,  D . L . ,  J . P .

D u r i n g  t h e  3 6  y e a r s  o f  i t s  e x i s t e n c e  t h e  M id d le s e x  
T e r r i t o r i a l  A r m y  A s s o c i a t i o n  h a s  p a s s e d  t h r o u g h  
v a r i o u s  s t a g e s  o f  d e v e l o p m e n t .  T h e  a b o v e -  
m e n t i o n e d  p e r i o d  e m b r a c e s  t w o  W o r l d  W a r s  a n d  
d u r i n g  t h e  t h r e e  y e a r s  p r io r  t o  t h e  o u t b r e a k  o f  t h e  
p r e s e n t  w a r  t h e  A s s o c i a t i o n  h a d  t o  c o p e  w i t h  r a p id  
e x p a n s i o n  w h i c h  i n v o l v e d  e x t e n s i v e  r e c r u i t i n g  
p r o p a g a n d a ,  t h e  p l a n n i n g  a n d  b u i l d i n g  o f  n e w  
D r i l l  H a l l s  a n d  t h e  n u m e r o u s  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  
p r o b l e m s  c o n s e q u e n t  o n  t h e  f o r m a t i o n  o f  n e w  a r m s  
o f  t h e  S e r v i c e  i n  t h e  C o u n t y ,  e t c .  W i t h  t h e  a d d i t i o n  
o f  a n  A u x i l i a r y  A ir  F o r c e  S q u a d r o n  a n d  t w o  
B a l l o o n  S q u a d r o n s  t h e  d e s i g n a t i o n  o f  t h e  A s s o c i a ­
t i o n  w a s  c h a n g e d  t o  t h e  “  T e r r i t o r i a l  A r m y  a n d  
A ir  F o r c e  A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  t h e  C o u n t y  o f  M i d d l e s e x . ’ ’

T h e  e x t e n t  o f  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  t h e  T e r r i t o r i a l  
A r m y  i n  M i d d l e s e x  c a n  b e s t  b e  j u d g e d  b y  t h e  f a c t  
t h a t  i n  1 9 3 6  t h e  A s s o c i a t i o n  a d m i n i s t e r e d  s i x  
U n i t s ,  w h e r e a s  o n  t h e  o u t b r e a k  o f  t h e  p r e s e n t  w a r  
t h e  n u m b e r  o f  U n i t s  a d m i n i s t e r e d  h a d  in c r e a s e d  

t o  3 3 -

O n  c o m p l e t i o n  o f  m o b i l i s a t i o n  o f  t h e  T e r r i t o r i a l  
A r m y  i n  S e p t e m b e r ,  1 9 3 9 ,  C o u n t y  A s s o c i a t i o n s  
w e r e  l e f t  w i t h  c o m p a r a t i v e l y  l i t t l e  t o  d o  o t h e r  t h a n  
t h e  m a i n t e n a n c e  o f  v a r i o u s  D r i l l  H a l l s  a n d  c a f e  o f  
U n i t s ’ p r i v a t e  p r o p e r t y ,  T . A .  f u r n i t u r e ,  e t c .

I n  M i d d l e s e x  s t e p s  w e r e  a t  o n c e  t a k e n  t o  s e t  u p  
a  C o u n t y  S a i lo r s ' ,  S o l d i e r s ’ a n d  A i r m e n ’s  W e l f a r e  
a n d  C o m f o r t s  C o m m i t t e e  w i t h  l o c a l  c o m m i t t e e s  in  
a l l  b o r o u g h  a n d  d i s t r i c t  c o u n c i l  a r e a s .

S h o r t l y  a f t e r w a r d s  t h e  W a r  O f f ic e  A r m y  W e l f a r e  
S c h e m e  w a s  i n a u g u r a t e d  w h i c h  g a v e  C o u n t y  
A s s o c i a t i o n s  a n  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  u t il is e *  a g a i n  t h e i r  
o r g a n i s a t i o n  f o r  t h e  r a p i d  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  A r m y  
W e lf a r e .

T h e  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  d u t i e s  o f  A s s o c i a t i o n s  d u r in g  
t h e  p r e s e n t  w a r  h a s  b e e n  i n  c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  t h e  
H o m e  G u a r d .

T h i s  f o r c e ,  r a i s e d  i n  M a y  1 9 4 0  o n  a  s e m i - c i v i l i a n  
b a s i s  i n  a s s o c i a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  P o l i c e  F o r c e  w a s  
o r i g i n a l l y  k n o w n  a s  t h e  L o c a l  D e f e n c e  V o l u n t e e r s .  
S h o r t l y  a f t e r  t h e  F o r c e  w a s  r a i s e d  i t  w a s  b r o u g h t  
u n d e r  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f  t h e  C o u n t y  A s s o c i a ­
t i o n s ,  a n d  i n  M i d d l e s e x  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  m e n  i n  t h e  
H o m e  G u a r d  t h a t  h a v e  b e e n  c l o t h e d ,  e q u i p p e d ,  e t c . ,  
r u n s  i n t o  s i x  f ig u r e s .

T h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f  t h e  H o m e  G u a r d  b y  t h e  
C o u n t y  A s s o c i a t i o n s  i n c l u d e s  c l o t h i n g ,  e q u i p m e n t ,  
a r m s ,  a m m u n i t i o n ,  r e c o r d s ,  f i n a n c e ,  p r o v i s i o n  a n d  
m a i n t e n a n c e  o f  a c c o m m o d a t i o n ,  d i s a b l e m e n t  c l a i m s ,  
i s s u e  o f  p e t r o l ,  G  ”  L i c e n c e s ,  M i l i t a r y  I d e n t i t y  
C e r t i f i c a t e s ,  p u b l i c a t i o n s  a n d  a l l  g e n e r a l  a d m i n i s ­
t r a t i v e  m a t t e r s  c o n n e c t e d  w i t h  t h e  F o r c e .

T h e  v a l u e  o f  s t o r e s ,  b u i l d i n g s ,  e t c . ,  t h a t  t h i s  
A s s o c i a t i o n  h a s  b e e n  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  d u r i n g  t h e  f o u r  
y e a r s  t h e  H o m e  G u a r d  h a s  b e e n  i n  b e i n g  r u n s  i n t o  
s e v e r a l  m i l l i o n  p o u n d s ,  a n d  i t  w i l l  n o  d o u b t  b e  
r e a l i s e d  t h a t  t h e  o r g a n i s a t i o n  a n d  s m o o t h  r u n n in g  
o f  s u c h  a  v a s t  u n d e r t a k i n g  w a s  a  c o n s i d e r a b l e  
s t r a i n  o n  t h e  m e m b e r s  a n d  t h e  c o m p a r a t i v e l y  s m a l l  
s t a f f .  T h e  f a c t  t h a t  i t  h a s  b e e n  s u c c e s s f u l l y  
a c c o m p l i s h e d  i s  a  s o u r c e  o f  s a t i s f a c t i o n  t o  a l l  t h o s e  
c o n n e c t e d  w i t h  t h e  T e r r i t o r i a l  A s s o c i a t i o n  a n d  h a s  
a g a i n  p r o v e d  t h a t  C o u n t y  A s s o c i a t i o n s ,  w i t h  t h e i r  
e x t e n s i v e  k n o w l e d g e  o f  l o c a l  c o n d i t i o n s  a n d  p a s t  
e x p e r i e n c e ,  a r e  t h e  b e s t  m e d i u m  f o r  t h e  a d m i n i s ­
t r a t i o n  a n d  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  a n y  n o n - p r o f e s s i o n a l  

m i l i t a r y  f o r c e s .


