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N O T I C E  T O  C O N T R I B U T O R S ,  A c .

“  The D ie-H ards "  is published early in February, 
M ay, A ugust, and N ovem ber, and copies may be 
obtained by application to the E d ito r at the D epot, 
enclosing gd. fo r  each copy.

A ll Contributions intended fo r  publication should  
reach the E d ito r not later than the 1st o f the month 
previous to that o f issue. Contributions should be 
typed, if possible, and be on one side of paper only 
and signed, stating w hether it is desired  to publish 
contributor’s name or not. R ejected  m anuscripts, 
etc., zvill only be returned if  accom panied by a 
stamped and addressed envelope. The E d ito r w ill 
thankfully receive Contributions from  past or 
present M em bers o f the R egim ent or others in­
terested, but necessarily reserves to him self the 
right o f publication. A ll com munications concern­
ing the paper, including A dvertisem ents, should be 
addressed to the E d ito r, "T h e  D ie -H a rd s" Jo urnal, 
M ill H ill Barracks, N .H '. Telephone, “  F in c h ley ,"  
J 553-

Subscriptions should be fo n va rd ed  to the E ditor, 
to w hom  all Cheques and Postal O rders should be 
m ade payable, and crossed  “  —  &  C o ."

A lim ited stock o f back numbers are available which 
can be obtained on application to the Editor, price gd. 
post free.

A fe w  covers fo r  h olding Volum es I and II are 
available as fo llo w s : w hole cloth, leather back and 
corners, Vol. II only, 4^. 6d. ea ch ; w hole cloth, 
y allow cloth sides. Vols. I and II, 2 s. 6 d. each. 
These w ill be sent post free.

A N N U A L  S U B S C R I P T I O N  3 / -  ( P o e t  F r e e ) .

V \ 7' E  are glad to be able to report some 
p ro g ress in the com pilation of a 

record of our M ilitia B attalions. M ore  
inform ation is required— old ph otograph s  
and correspondence, including private  
letters, will be gratefu lly received, neces­
sary extracts taken, and the originals  
carefu lly returned to the ow ner.

*  *  *

Inform ation concerning the service of 
the detachment furnished by the R e g i­
ment in the operations in Som aliland, 
circa. 190 3, is also solicited.

*  *  *

M ore new s is asked of the branch Old  
C om rad es A ssociation s of the T errito rial

and Service  B attalions. In  this connection  
attention is invited to “  C o rresp o nd en ce.”  

*  *  *

It is w ith deep regret that we learn o f 
the death o f M rs. Blanche A d elaide  
L o n g e , w ife of the late B rig .-G e n e ra l 
R . D . L o n g e , w ho com m anded the 1st  
B attalion, 011 16th M arch , at 3 1 ,  Cathedral 
C lose, N o rw ich , and o f M rs. E d ith  Stella  
O liver, w ife of the late C ol. L .  G . O liver, 
w hose obitu ary notice appears elsew here, 
on 4th A p ril, in Lon don .

REGIM ENTAL HISTORICAL  
LIBRAR Y AND MUSEUM.

A P T  A I N  O A K E S - J O N E S  visited the 
^  M useum  on 18th Ja n u a ry , 193b. W e  
w ere fortunate in h a vin g such an authority 
to make m any invaluable su gg estio n s, as 
the w ork for thirteen years in connection  
w ith the A ld ersh ot T a tto o  has made him 
an expert in all historical m atters. H e  
hopes to p ay us another visit in the sum ­
m er, w hen he intends to ph otograph  the 
old C olou rs in the O fficers’ M ess and the 
coatees in the M useum .

P R E S E N T A T I O N S  T O  R E G I M E N T A L  
M U S E U M .

Iron ration issued in 19 14 , grenade  
carrier, ga s g o g g le s , and P .H . helmet 
(g as), presented by L ieu t. (Q .M .)  W .  
Pilley.

C arved  w ooden book folder and collec­
tion of sw ord s and knives, presented b v  
C ol. L .  G . O liver, C .M .G .

P ortion of T u rk ish  m achine-gun belt 
and am m unition, found in vacated forts in 
Palestine, presented by P te. B ak er, e x -is t  
Battalion.

M iniature replica of 77th F o o t R e g i­
m ental C o lo u rs, presented by Col. G . C . V .  
F en ton , D .S .O .

D ress sw ord  of C ap t. R . E .  Lam b ert, 
purchased.

T h re e  maps (O stend, H azebrou ck and  
T ren ch ), presented b y C ap t. R obinson.

Germ an bayonet, presented by C ap t. 
R obinson.

Picture o f O ld C o m ra d e s’ D inner, 19 35. 
presented b y R egim en tal A ssociation .

Ph otograph  o f presentation of Colours  
to 4th Battalion by H .R .H .  T h e  D uke of
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Cambridge, presented by M ajor-General 
Simpson.

Battalion O rders by L ie u t.-C o l. Joh n  
W a rd , C .M .G .,  O m sk, Siberia, presented 
by C l r ./ S e r g t . Jo n e s, ex-2nd Battalion.

A  canister of cocoa and a group of 
photos, presented by C .S .M . Birnie, 
M .M .

S e r g t ./ D m r . D e a co n ’ s presentation  
stick, presented b y M r. M o rris.

.2 2  R e v o lv e r and case and ilb . P om ­
pom  shell, presented by S e rg t. Painter. _

G erm an helm et and cover, 5th R e g i­
m ent, presented by C ap t. R obinson.

R ussian  R ifle, presented by C ap t. S . J .  
C lark.

F o u r com m issions of G eo rg e  re n to n , 
77th  F o o t, presented b y C ol. G . C . V .  
F en ton , D .S .O .

Pipe and knife, the property of C ap t. 
G  H . N o rm an , 57th F o o t, killed 111 
assault of the R ed an  (C rim ea), presented  
b y L ie u t.-C o l. H . B on h am -C arter.

So u ven ir o f the banquet and entertain­
ment given  to the 2nd Battalion on their 
return from  So u th  A fr ic a , presented by  
the officers, 2nd B attalion.

L I N K S  W I T H  T H E  P A S T .

O n  2 1  st Ja n u a ry  last w as severed  
another link w ith the P ast in the person  
of A d m iral of the F le e t S ir  A rth u r  
D airym ple F an sh aw e, G .C .B .,  G .C .V .O .

It» will be recalled that S ir  A rth u r w as  
the great grandson of G eneral S ir  H e w  
D alrym p le, w ho w as Colonel of the 57th  
R egim en t from  18 19  to 1830 , and through  
w hom  he inherited the C olou rs of both  
the 1st and 2nd B attalions of the R e g i­
ment.

In 19 3 3  S ir  A rth u r v e ry  gen erously  
handed these precious relics over to the 
R eg im en t. T h e y  are now  safely housed  
at the D ep ot, and all the correspondence  
connected therew ith can be seen in the 
R egim en tal M useum .

O F F IC E R S’ CLUB N O T E S.

R E G I M E N T A L  F I X T U R E S .

June 20II1, S a tu rd a y .— D ep ot Sp orts and 
O ld C o m ra d e s’ Su m m er Gathering. 

Ju n e 2 1s t , Su n d ay.— C r ic k e t : v. H a m p ­
stead H eathens.

June 22nd, M o n d a y .— C rick e t: v. C ryp  
tics.

iune 23rd , T u e sd a y .— C ric k e t: v. M e tro ­
politan P olice C ollege.

Ju n e 24th, Wednesday.— C r ic k e t : v. F re e  
Fore ste rs.

Ju n e  25th, Thursday.— C r ic k e t : v. 1 ¿ in -

June& 26th, F r id a y .— O fficers’ Club ‘ A t  
H o m e .”

Ju n e 27th , S a tu rd a y .— C ric k e t: v. H am p -

Ju ly  4th, S a tu rd a y .— O fficers Club T e n ­
nis T ou rnam ent.

N ovem ber 6th, F rid a y .— Officers’ Club 
Dinner.

T H E  M I D D L E S E X  R E G I M E N T  
O F F I C E R S ’ C L U B .

In order that the list of m em bers  
addresses m ay be kept up to date, it is  
requested that any m em ber ch an gin g his 
address will notify the H o n . S e c re ta r},  
T h e  B a rrack s, M ill H ill. N .W .7 ,  w ithout 
delay.

A U T U M N  M E E T I N G .

T h e  A u tu m n  M e etin g  will take place  
about the first w eek in O ctober at a  course  
to be arran g ed  as near as possible to 
Portsm outh.

D etails will be published 111 the A u g u s t  
Jo u rn al. . .

A  challenge troph y is ve ry  kindly b e in g  
presented b y C ap t. A .  H . C ooper fo r com ­
petition at the A u tu m n  M eetin g.

T h is  w ill be com peted fo r by Battalion  
pairs from  any unit existin g or non- 
existant, and particulars w ill also be given  
of this in the A u g u st Jou rn al.

G O L F .

“  Seniores p rio re s.”  B y  n ow  any intel­
ligent reader of go lfin g new s must have  
been struck w ith the apparent th o ro u g h ­
ness w ith which the M id d le sex R eg im en t  
stick to this m iserable ta g , as ye a r after  
ye ar a small notice appears in The Tim es 
som ething like th is : “ T h e  P ast O fficers  
beat the Present O fficers b y  7 2  holes to
2 ."

T h is  ye ar is no exception, although it 
must be gran ted that the already w eak  
ranks of the Present Officers w ere further 
depleted b y  the absence of L ie u t.-C o l.
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Bu cknall, w ho w as prevented from  play  
in g  o w in g  to the Sen ior S e rv ice ’ s passion  
fo r w ork , and because apparently it w ould  
be quite im possible fo r  L ie u t. Stephenson  
to keep a “  mens sana ”  in sufficient 
“  corpore sano ”  if he m issed a day of 
body-building.

D espite this, the annual m atch at H e n ­
don G o lf Club on 2nd A p ril produced som e  
g o o d  m atches and a ve ry  enjoyable day. 
T h e  recent rains had made the g o in g  
heavy, and putting w orried everyone, but 
we w ere lu cky to get th rou gh  the day 
w ithout rain, and except as a protection  
again st cold the m agnificent rain-proof 
tout-ensem ble of the m em ber from  Elth am  
w as unnecessary.

T h is ye ar everyone arrived with com ­
mendable punctuality, and it w as not much 
after ten o ’clock w hen the first m atch 
started off. In  this m atch W h in ney and 
C o o p e r g o t hom e b y a narrow  m argin  of 
tw o  holes against L ie u t.-C o l. Jefferd  and 
H o g g , and a sim ilar m argin  separated  
H eape and A n d erson  from  del C ou rt and 
P ro cter. T h e  latter started w ith a flourish 
b y  w inning the first three holes, but by 
half-tim e this lead had disappeared, and 
frequent prolonged  visits to bunkers on 
the w ay hom e dissipated any chance they 
had of h a n gin g on to tw o  eminent and 
stead y m ess representatives o f the 
“  P a s t .”

E lse  and G reen m et w ith a heavier re­
verse (four holes) again st M a jo r  South  
and L ie u t.-C o l. Sam uel, chiefly, w e under­
stood, because the flourishing putter of 
C ol. Sam uel w as beh avin g like a fa iry ’ s 
w and, and w afted  the ball into the hole 
from  incredible places. K em p ster and 
C o l. M aitland could do no better than 
halve w ith Sy m e s and W esto n , as the 
latter, w ho w ere m aking their first appear­
ance, w ere apparently too junior and 
feeling the confidence o f  youth to be put 
on by their seniors.

A s  usual in the afternoon, a com plete 
ch ange round of partners and opponents 
w as m ade.

W hin ney, now  partnered b y K em pster, 
found that Sym es w as still no respecter 
o f persons, and G reen, inspired by this 
a g g re ssiv e  spirit, excelled him self w ith a 
result that it w as all the experienced oppo­
sition could do to stave off defeat.

H eape and C ooper took four holes off 
E lse  and del C ourt. Chiefly o w in g to an

atrocity on the fifteenth hole the Present 
w ere only one dow n, and w ere nicely on 
the sixteenth green in tw o, g lo a tin g  at 
the venerable opposition, w ho w ere bun­
kered, and only just g o t out w ith their 
second, w hilst their third w as w ell aw ay  
on the edge o f the green. A la s !  C ooper, 
inspired by som e infernal imp, seized a 
pole and holed out. Still m ore alas! 
Jim -ja m s seized E lse , and betw een him 
and his partner they ended in takin g three 
putts. A fte r  that w e draw  a veil.

C ol. Jeffe rd  and P ro cter, infuriated by 
a dem onstration by the dem oniacal Sam uel 
pu ttin g at the first, decided to be as ruth­
less as their ability and their opponents’ 
m istakes w ould allow . T h e y  succeeded  
in secu ring a m argin  of nine holes off 
A n d erson  and C ol Sam uel, and w ere  
som ew h at indignant that their opponents 
w ould not allow  them to m ake it ten.

S a d  to relate, this victo ry, which w as  
intended to restore the lost fortunes of 
the “ P re se n t,”  w as m eanly discounted  
as Sou th  and M aitland m ost unnecessarily 
treated H o g g  and W esto n  to som e rough  
stuff, and cam e in 7  up.

A  little m athem atics gives us the result 
as 19 holes to the venerable and revered  
“  P a s t ,”  and 9 holes to the skittish “  P re ­
se n t.”

T h e  3rd A p ril w as the trial day of the 
Daily M ail Com petition, and w hilst you ng  
Pad gh am  w as d oing his b ig  stuff to vast  
crow ds at Bram sh ot, equally b ig  things 
w ere g o in g  on at H endon, but in the 
“  m acabre su rro u n d in gs,”  as H e n ry L o n g -  
hurst called the setting o f H endon G o lf 
Club, there w ere only the tom bstones and 
ga sw o rk s to applaud.

It w as not an easy d ay for g o lf, as it 
w as still w et and h e avy under foot. 
T h e re  w as a stiff w ind, w hich added to 
the discom fort of the already raw  atm os­
phere. A lto g e th e r it w as no day to expect 
go o d  scores, and yet several records w ent 
w est.

T h e  m ost startlin g w as produced by
E . J .  U n w in , w ho w ent round in 92, 
w hich, with a handicap of 24, g a ve  him 
the v e ry indecent score of 68 nett. N ee d ­
less to say, his handicap n ext ye ar will 
be 18 . H e  w as in a class b y him self, so 
w e will present him w ith his cup, spoon  
and sw eep and pass on. In the m ore dis­
creet class, w e w ere v e ry pleased to find
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R . T .  G u sco tt com ing home w ith a 76  
nett to claim  second place. A  study o fT u s  
card is m ost disappointing, as the first halt 
is a rem arkably steady collection of 4  s 
and 6 's , relieved only by one sparkling 9, 
w hilst the second half, though con veying  
a h igh er num ber per hole, has no out­
standing feature. K em p ste r w a s third 
w ith 77 , m arred by tw o 7 ’ s.

In spite of the difficult conditions, only 
one card w as not returned. Sh am e on 
you W r ig h t!  Is  this the spirit which  
m akes the 9th Battalion produce 1 .A  
cham pions at the A lb e rt H a ll : Som e
years a g o  the M orning Post described the 
round of a distinguished officer m the 
A rm y  M e etin g. It needed a lot of p a p e i. 
as he took w ell over 100, but they ended 
up their account w hen  he finally returned  
his card w ith “  this is the spirit w hich wins 
ch am pionships.”

O n  this occasion O rm iston, w ith the 
aid of a b a g  and tw o  clubs, finished 
trium phantly in 1 3 1 .  O u t 111 7 7 , including 
an 1 1  and a 17 , he then got g o in g ,  and 
cam e hom e v e ry  steadily m 54 . W itn  
the addition of a niblick to his collection  
w e can . see possibilities of m uch better 
things to com e in the future. Col. 
M aitland had an excitin g com petition with  
him self. O u t in 5 1 ,  he w as faced with  
e very possibility of reaching 100, but by 
dint of great co u ra ge  and perseverance  
succeeded in ending w ith  a 98.

T h e  S cra tch  scores w ere m ore than  
usual, and 83 b y  W h in n e y w as good  
enough to enable him to regain  the cup 
from  P ro cter, w ho could do no better 
than 85, w hilst H o g g  and Sym es took 86 
Sym es w as unlucky to lose a ball at the 
fourth, but he also to ok  far too m any 
putts to be successful.

T h e  result in the F ou rsom e w as sur­
p risin gly good . W h in n ey a n d  And erson  
w ere 3  up on b o g e y ; a v e ry  fine effort 
A ctu a lly  this w on five holes and only lost 
tw o, but the pièce de resistance ot this 
perform ance w as supplied by W hin ney, 
w ho had the audacity and luck— good 01 
bad as yo u  care to look at it to hole out 
th e ’fifteenth hole, the “ T id d le r ”  in one.

Sym e s and U n w in  w ere second w ith 1 
up. I think that they should have done 
better, as th ey seem ed to be g e ttin g vast 
distances, and one can only conclude that 
their putters w ere not w o rk in g  well.

C ol. Jeffe rd  and E lse  w ere all square.

G reen and W e sto n , w ho have hitherto  
been runners-up on several occasions, 
struck a bad patch, and could do no 
better than 7 dow n, w hilst Sou th  and 
P ro cter w ho w ere defending their title, 
lost tw o  holes on the w a y  out and another 
on the w a y  hom e, and even w ith  a little 
luck did not deserve m uch success.

T w o  adventures to ok  p la c e  on the 
nineteenth hole. F ir s t ly  tw o  ladies tried  
to hole out there, and, like so m any of 
one putts, tipped the hole w hen up 
popped b o g e y  in the fo rm  of the stew ard, 
and out they w ent.

Secon dly, the Se cre ta ry  of 
tion also arrived to add tone to the M e e t­
ing and on arrival asked fo r  a certain  
golfer. H e w as told that m ost people 
w ere p laving the nineteenth hole. T h is  
conveyed" noth ing to him , but not w ish in g  
to display his ign oran ce he thanked the 
porter and passed on, and, stran ge  to 
say, holed out in one. V e r y  creditable
for a n on-golfer.

O nce m ore the P ast and P resen t T eam s  
w ere invited to supper at the D ep ot on 
T h u rsd ay evening, but w e re gre t to say  
that the m em bers availin g them selves of 
this invitation w a s not as la rg e  as last

'  T h e  arrangem ents fo r our convenience  
w ere, as usual, excellent, and our thanks 
are due to the H endon G o lf Club for their 
continued courtesy.

T o  close, w e w ould call attention to a 
notice at the head of these notes, and w e  
w ould stress the point that it does help 
it people w ould m ake a note of dates, and 
inform  us w heth er they can play, have or 
have not partners, because w e are not 
th ough t readers.

SIN G L E S— M O RNING.

Lieut. Unwin (ist. Handicap) ... 
Lieut. Guscott (2nd, Handicap) 
Capt. Kempster (3rd. Handicap) 
Capt. Whinney (ist, Scratch) ... 
Capt. Hogg 
Lieut. Symes 
Lieut. Else 
Major Anderson ...
Maj. Procter (2nd, Scratch)
Lieut.-Col. Jefferd 
Lieut. Stephenson 
Capt. Cooper 
Major South 
Major Heape 
Major Wollocombe 
Lieut. W’eston
Lieut. Green ... ................
Lieut. Beath 
Colonel Maitland
Lieut.-Col. Samuel ................
Capt. Clark
Capt. del Court . .
Lieut. O rm iston .............................
Capt. Wright

78
78
78
78
79

83
83
83
85



4Óo T H E  D IE -H A R D S

FOURSOMES—AFrERNOON.
Capt. C. T . Whinney and Major G. B . Anderson (ist) 3 up.
Lieut. E . J .  Unwin and Lieut. T . G. Sym es (2nd) ... 1 up.
Lt.-Col. W . W. Jefierd and Lieut. F . H. Else ... All Square.
Capt. F . G. Hogg and Capt. L . C. Wright ... ... 2 down.
Major T . South and Major N. P. Procter ................  3 down.
Capt. G. W. Kempster and Lieut. J .  W. A. Stephenson 3 down. 
Lt.-Col. W . H . Samuel and Major E . A. Heape ... 6 down.
Lieut. C. M. Beath and Lieut. J .  W. G. Ormiston ... 6 down.
Lieut. A . E . Green and Lieut. G . P. L . Weston ... 7 down.
Col. J .  K . Maitland and Capt. A. Cooper ... ... 8 down.
Major T . S. Wollocombe and Capt. S . J .  Clark ... 10  down.

M i d d l e s e x  R e g i m e n t  P a s t  v . P r e s e n t  G o l f  
M e e t i n g  a t  H e n d o n  G o l f  C l u b ,

2 n d  A p r i l , 19 3 6 .
MORNING.

P a s t . P r e s e n t .
Capt. C. T. Whinney and Lt.-Col. W. W. Jefferd and

Capt. A. C o o p er................  2 Capt. F . C. Hogg ... o
Major E . A. Heape and Major N. P. Procter and

Major G . B . Anderson ... 2 Capt. S . F . W. M. del
Court ........................  o

Major T. South and Lt.-Col. Lieut. F . H. Else and
W. H. Samuel ................  4 Lieut. A . E. Green ... o

Capt. G . W. Kempster and Lieut. T. G . Sym es and
Col. J .  K . Maitland ... o Lieut. G. P. L . Weston o

A FTERN O O N.
Whinney and Kempster 
Heape and Cooper ... 
South and Maitland 
Samuel and Anderson

Symes and Green ... 
Else and Del Court 
Hogg and Weston 
Jefierd  and Procter

19
F r i d a y ,  3 RD A p r i l ,  1936 .

Singles.—Scratch : Capt. C. T. Whinney, 83 ; Major N. P. 
Procter, 86. Handicap : Lieut. E . J .  Unwin, 92-24=68 ; Lieut. 
R . T. Guscott, 106-30=76.

Foursomes.—*Capt. C. T . Whinney and Major G. B . Anderson 
(3 up) ; 2/Lieut. Sym es and Lieut. E . J .  Unwin (1 up).

* Capt. Whinney did the 13th  hole in 1.

T H E  A R M Y  O F F I C E R S '  
S O C I E T Y .

A R T

T h e  above So cie ty  is holding its twelfth  
A n n ual Exh ib itio n  at the R .B . A .  G al­
leries, Su ffolk  Stre et, S . W . i ,  from  the 
28th Septem ber to the ioth O ctober, 1936, 
inclusive. R e ce ivin g  day will be Satu rd ay, 
19th Septem ber.

T h e  m em bership of this So cie ty  is open 
to officers holding, or h a vin g held, per­
manent com m issions in the R e g u la r  A rm y  
or R o y al M arines.

T h e  So cie ty  exists fo r the purpose of 
afford in g officers interested in art the 
opportunity of m eeting, and also provides  
facilities for the exhibition and disposal of 
their w orks.

A n y  officer interested is invited to co m ­
m unicate w ith the H on. S e cre ta ry, Col. 
L .  N . M alan , 10, Blenheim  R oa d , L o n ­
don, N .W .8 .

R O Y A L  U N I T E D  S E R V I C E  
I N S T I T U T I O N ,  

W H I T E H A L L ,  L O N D O N , S . W . i .  

T e m p o r a r y  S u s p e n s i o n  o f  E n t r a n c e  
F e e .

A s  a tem porary m easure, and especially 
to enable as la rg e  a num ber o f officers as 
possible to avail them selves of the facili­
ties offered by the Institution during the 
period w hile H is M a je s ty ’ s F o rc e s  are 
b eing increased, the entrance fee has been 
suspended. O fficers of all ranks whose  
nam es appear on the current official lists 
can, therefore, join the Institution by  
p a yin g the annual subscription o f £ 1  5s. 
only. M em bership will date from  the ist 
Jan u ary .

L ife  m em bership is £ 2 0 ,  or four annual 
instalm ents o f five guineas.

T h e  Institution offers exceptional facili­
ties to officers studying for prom otion and 
Staff C o lleg e exam inations, especially in 
re gard  to the loan of books w hich they  
w ould otherw ise have to purchase.

T h e  quarterly journ al, which is included 
in the subscription, is the leading Service  
publication, and contains lectures and 
articles d ealin g w ith all the m ost im por­
tant subjects of professional interest, in­
cluding international affairs.

Application fo r m em bership should be 
addressed to the Se cre ta ry, R o y a l U nited  
Service  Institution, W h iteh all, Lon d o n , 
S . W . i .

M A R R I A G E .
J o n e s — A s h . — On 29th F ebru ary, 19 3 6 ,  at 

St. M ark’s, Alexandria, Leonard Oliver 
Jones, Captain, R o y al Marines, to M ary  
Geraldine Ash, elder daughter of the late 
Lieut.-Colonel W . C. C. Ash, D .S.O . and 
Mrs. Ash, 12 ,  Cousins G rove, Southsea.
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/¥rlò a tta fion^  #
J V o f c s ifcz y

OK  16 th  M arch  the Battalion em barked  
at Su ez for Sin gap o re, and as we  

w rite, is afloat in the Indian or Erythraean  
S e a  011 the s.s. California, and nearing  
Colom bo.

\  little after the last Jou rn al s notes 
appeared w e heard that w e w ere without 
further question to becom e a m achine-gun  
regim ent, new s w hich had been preceded  
by rum our for som e time. T h e  only re­
sult of this, affecting us at all closely at 
present, is that w e shall be only a ye ar in 
our fine new  barracks that w ere prom ised  
us in Sin ga p o re, after w hich w e shall 
m ove into quarters m ore befitting our 
new  estate. A ctu a lly , it is prophesied that 
w e shall not be converted until about 
1939 , but the hom e battalion in 1937-  

F o r  the past month or so our minds 
have been so occupied w ith the idea of 
the m ove that it is difficult to recollect 
an yth ing else h a vin g happened at all, 
although in fact it has been a fairly event­
ful time, even if w e consider only the 
m ore im portant happenings, and include 
such things as the celebrated affair of 
■■ the rabies,”  of w hich m ore elsew here. 
But w e m ust proceed in order

T h e  A byssin ian  W a r  is perhaps a little 
passe as à topic, and our readers know  
as m uch about it as w e ; the G reat Ire k  
into the W estern  D esert w as com in g to 
an end when we left ; indeed there w as a 
sli°h t return the other w ay. T h e  M a n ­
chester R eg im en t, w hose architecture at 
H a ig  Cam p (another novelty) w as the 
adm iration of the w hole garriso n  in the 
autum n, are now  com ing back to enjoy  
the labour of their hands, and as for 
C apt. H e yw o o d  and his “  S a v e  F.gypt  
draft they are all ”  melted into air, tlnn 
ajr W e  hope they have not entirely  
forgotten  us and E g y p t , and w e wash 
them the best of luck 011 their w a y. W e  
hope we m av see som e of them again  in 
Sin gap o re, India, or w h erever fate and 
theBA rm y  Council send us.

On 5th Ja n u a ry  the Battalion paraded  
fo r the B rig ad ie r to present the L o n g

Se rvice  and G ood Conduct M edal to 
R .S .M . N ew m an , C .S .M . T h o m as, S e rg t . 
Ch ristie, S e r g t . E d w a rd s, and Pte. 
Grom rn. W e  con gratu late  them  all
heartily. . . ,

O n 22nd Ja n u a ry  the garriso n  paraded  
for the Proclam ation of H is  M a je sty  
K in g  E d w a rd  V I I I  as K in g  and E m ­
peror. T h e  Proclam ation  w as read by 
B rig ad ie r S ir  F re d e rick  P ile : it w as un­
fortunate that o w in g  to this parade being 
ordered at short notice the Com m anding  
O fficer and m ost of the senior officers, 
w ho w ere a w a y for a train in g exercise, 
w ere unable to be present. T h e  m em orial 
service fo r H is late M a je sty  w as held on 
28th Ja n u a ry , and w as attended b y the 
w hole garrison .

T ra in in g  this ye ar has had a certain  
uneasy anticipatory tone, o w in g  to the 
stran ge w arlike rum ours that have been 
heard am on g us. T h e  usual “  com pany  
m arches ”  w ere follow ed b y  a sort ot 
clim ax a B attalion  m arch, w hich took us 
ve ry  nearly literally off the m ap, and w as  
actually forced to a conclusion b y short­
a g e  of w ater, so that w e m ay claim  to 
have experienced as m uch of desert w a r­
fare as it is possible to represent in peace­
time L ieu t. G w y n  and his circus troop  
of " B e d o u i n s ”  g a ve  from  time to time 
a perform ance of really startling activity  
and verisim ilitude.

B rig ad e  T ra in in g  w as an even m ore  
w arlike affair, there we had as “  enem y 
the R o y a l Sco ts F u siliers, w ho, in a tine 
Abyssin ian  frontier spirit, persistently  
foiled the attem pts of the rest of the 
B rm ad e to keep inviolate the Su ez Canal. 
T h is  w as an extrem ely strenuous exercise, 
particu larly for the defence, w ho w ere  
give n  w hat w as later adm itted to have  
been an alm ost superhum an responsibility. 
O nce again  w e have to con gratu late  the 
intrepid gu errilla leader, L ieu t. G w y n , on 
his handling of a troop of irreg u lar light 
horse, which did gre a t slau gh ter am on g
the enem y. .

T h e  B attalion  has distinguished itself 
notably during the past quarter m tw o  
w a y s ; first, b y w inning the Com m and  
B o x in g , defeating in the final the R o y a l 
N orth um berland F u silie rs ; and, secondly-, 
b y reachin g the final of the Com m and  
F o o tb a ll, in w hich w e w ere defeated by 
one g o a l b y the R o y a l S co ts  Fu siliers (so 
that after all the honour and g lo ry  re­
m ained with the C an al B rig ad e ). W e
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w ould like to con gratu late  the mem bers 
of both team s, and all those w ho assisted  
them.

O n  28th F e b ru a ry  the B rig a d ie r in­
spected the Battalion fo r the last tim e, and 
afterw ard s, as has n ow  becom e a custom , 
took dinner w ith the troops. O n 12th  
M arch  he g a v e  us a farew ell address, as 
did the G .O .C .,  M ajo r-G en e ral S ir  G eo rg e  
W e ir, w ish in g us the best o f luck in our 
n ew  station. O n our departure, H .E .  
S ir  M iles L am p so n , C .B .,  K .C .M .G .,  
M .V .O .,  sent us the fo llo w in g le tter: —

“  M y  d e a r  C o l o n e l ,

“  I  much re gre t that yo u r B attalion is 
due to leave E g y p t  fo r the F a r  E a st  next 
w eek. A ft e r  m ore than three y e a rs ’ stay  
in E g y p t — first in Cairo  and then at 
M o asca r— the 1st B n. T h e  M iddlesex  
R egim en t leaves the coun try, tak in g with 
it a g re a t reputation fo r m ilitary efficiency 
and pro w ess in sport.

“ I  should be glad  if yo u  w ou ld convey  
to the officers, N .C .O s . and men under 
y o u r com m and an expression o f m y regret 
at their departure, and m y best w ishes 
fo r the future. I  should also like to offer 
m y w arm est con gratu lations on the B a t­
talio n 's record during its term  o f service  
in E g y p t.

“  Y o u r  B attalion is leavin g fo r  S in g a ­
pore at a time when that place is becom ­
in g o f increasing strategic im portance to 
the Em p ire. I feel sure that in Sin ga p o re  
the Battalion w ill add to the fine record  
it takes w ith it from  here.

“  Y o u r s  sincerely,
“  (S g d .)  M i l e s  W . L a m p s o n . ”

T h e  fo llo w in g reply w as dispatched : —  
“  Y o u r  E x c e l l e n c y ,

"  O n behalf o f the officers, N .C .O s . and 
men o f the 1st B n . T h e  M idd lesex R e g i­
m ent, I w ish to sa y  h ow  m uch w e appre­
ciated yo u r congratu lations and good  
w ishes. It w ill be w ith gre a t pleasure  
that I  shall co n vey yo u r m essage to the 
troops.

‘ ‘ W e  are so rry to  leave E g y p t , where  
the Battalion has had a v e ry  happy three 
years. T h e  Battalion still has ve ry  
pleasant m em ories of its time in China 
w hen yo u  w ere there.

I  think our time in Sin ga p o re  should 
be a v e r y  interesting one.

”  W ith  all g o o d  w ishes from  the B a t­
talion,

Y o u r s  sincerely,
(S g d .)  O . H . T i d b u r y . ”
*  *  *

B e fo re  w e sailed, M a jo r  S te w a rt and 
Capt. C ra w fo rd  rejoined us. L ie u t. N e w ­
ton, w hom  w e have not seen since Cairo  
days, cam e from  E n g la n d  on the Cali­
fornia  and joined us in E g y p t , as did 
L ie u t. P . A . Fish bou rn e and 2 / L ie u ts . 
W eed o n  and G u d g eo n , w hom  w e w elcom e  
to the B attalion  for the first time.

“  H . Q . ”  W I N G .

T h is quarter w e o f the W in g  are on 
the w in g  to pastures new , but before w e  
depart from  our present abode w e  have a 
few  rem arks to pass on our recent deeds 
and perhaps our m isdeeds in M o asca r and 
vicinity.

T h e re  are heaps o f things to  w rite  
about, but the Jo u rn al has on ly a limited 
am ount of space, therefore, as our readers 
have been continually g e ttin g our sp o rt­
ing side, w e have decided to butt into 
the train in g departm ent. T h is is a de­
partm ent in w hich w e can sa y  w ith a 
certain am ount o f honesty that w e are  
“  the men behind the scen e s,”  and such 
will be the theme of our notes.

T h e  order travels dow n the line, “  T h e  
B attalion w ill ca rry  out a n igh t m a rch .”  
T h is gre a t m ovem ent starts righ t a w a y  
w ith the w hisper for “  T h e  Intelligence  
O fficer ”  and his staff, not fo rg e ttin g  his

Belisha b e aco n .”
T h en  like M a r y 's  little lam b, the B a t­

talion w ill follow  the beacon for miles 
and miles and obey the signals to “  Sto p  
and G o ”  like really w ell-trained pedes­
trians.

T h e  T ran sp o rt, under the forceful and 
lucid com m and of S e r g t . C hristie, follow  
up hill and dow n dale over an y kind of 
coun try, som etim es like flies on a w all, 
but alw a ys with one eye on the beacon.

In the desert the horses have a distinct 
ad van tage over any other kind o f loco­
m otion except the cam el, and the I .O . 
with the beacon is 011 one of these “  ships 
of the d e se rt.”

T h e  S ig n a ls  hold the reins of g o v e rn ­
ment w hen the Battalion is on the grou nd  
in a defensive position. D u rin g  B rig ad e  
T ra in in g  the w hole Battalion connected
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up to one little tent b y miles of w ire, and 
e ve ry  th ou gh t, w ord  and action w as duly 
registered by these m akers of the lo n g ­
distance speeches. D a y  and night they 
sit at the centre of control and allow  all 
those “ e n title d ”  to talk to each other 
o ve r their w ire. T h is is know n as “  T e le ­
phone com m unication,”  and our W in g  
can do this. T h e y  also ca rry  out num er­
ous evolutions with flags, m irrors and 
lamps— in fact, they can talk to anyone  
b y day o r n igh t in any position.

T h e  Cam el C o rp s also belon gs to us and 
consists of selected men of the D rum s  
under the I .O .,  and is know n as the 
“  Intelligence S e ctio n .”  T h e  job of this 
corps is to collect inform ation about the 
enem y o r anyone else, and to use such 
evidence, if n ecessary, again st the gu ilty  
party. In  the desert this w orks v e ry  w el., 
as the cam els are silent and sure-footed in 
the sand. T h e  personnel are  also silent, 
h a vin g their bu gles rem oved b y  force.

T h e  C am el C o rp s and the “  Belisha 
beacons ”  w o rk  to geth er, as also do the 
m ap-m akers and e nlargers, and photo­
graph ers, and all done from  the hum p of 
a cam el.

T h e  C a v a lry  T r o o p — pop ularly known  
as “  C h ristie ’s H o rse  ’ ’— com es from  the 
T ran sp o rt Section and is a throw -back  
to the bad old days. O n m any occasions  
the troop has been ve ry  useful as a quick- 
striking force, and on the B rig a d e  T r a in ­
in g, m entioned elsew here, assisted 111 
shaking tw o enem y tribes so badly that 
th ey g o t indigestion and could not per­
form  for about tw o  days.

T h e  Scribes m ust not be confused with 
the P haraohs of olden tim es— they also 
belong to us and are the w riters of any 
w ord s of w isdom  w hich m a y fall from  the 
m outh of the Battalion Com m ander. 
T h e y  m ake a lot of copies and send them  
to all the affected com m anders, so that 
their actions m ay be guided and controlled  
b y the w isdom  of the w ords spoken. 
T h e y  have even m anaged to control the 
typ ew riter in a gale o r a sandstorm .

T h e  stretcher-bearers in peace-tim e 
render us sw eet strains from  various in­
strum ents, and in w a r they ca rry  us when 
tired and v e ry  seldom  drop us m ore than 
tw ice in fifty yards. T h e y  kn ow  all 
about bones and gun-sh ot w ounds, and, I 
believe, the correct use o f a field dressing. 
T h e y  talk in a stran ge w a y  about R .A .P s .

and C .C .S s .  and perhaps R .I .P s . ,  but 
nevertheless they are ours, even if w e do 
lend them  out.

T h e  “  A n tis  ”  are a m ixed lot— there 
is the A n ti-T a n k , the A n ti-G a s and the 
A n ti-A irc ra ft, and betw een them  they  
com e in useful as a spare, fatigu e party  
w hen required. T h e  A .T s .  can stop a 
car b y w a v in g  a flag  (green  and w hite), 
the A . A .  p lay around the m u lberry bush 
w henever possible, w hile A . G .  is only a 
paper transaction. Still, as stated before, 
th ey are ours and w ill perhaps com e in 
useful som e day.

T h e  “  C ease F ir e  D ep artm ent ”  is 
definitely ours, but w e lend it out som e­
tim es to other com panies so that th ey all 
m a y kn ow  w hen it is k n ock in g-off tim e. 
O ne b u g le r per com pany and one to the 
C O .  is"th e  usual w a y  of spreadin g the 
jo yfu l tidin gs, and fo r the few  m om ents 
that th ey do w o rk  they are a m ost popular 
body o f men. O f course, th ey are em ­
ployed in peace-tim e to b low  “  C o o k ­
house ”  and “  D e fa u lte rs,”  besides their 
w ar-tim e tunes.

Q u arterm aster (C aterers) is a h igh ly  
trained and skilful job, and is a branch  
which can do m athem atics w ith loaves ot 
bread and tins of jam . H o w  m any  
people kn ow  that eigh t men equal one 
loaf o f b re a d ? T h e y  are also required  
to ju g g le  w ith tents, broom s (hard and 
soft) and form s (six-fo o t) as w ell as m any  
other w eird things. Still, w hile th ey do 
the thinking and plottin g w e do the w ork , 
and betw een us w e  m anage ve ry  w ell.

F ’ rst L in e  is w h at w e call g reatco ats  
(in bundles o f ten), the C .Q .M .S .  (w ith  
his ration b o xes) and the C .S .M . (w ith  
his f la °J .  It  m a y also include a cooker, 
som e Umbers o r cam els, and a w ater-cart. 
It often g e ts called other nam es, but. 
unless the g ru b  is late or the g reatco ats  
are m issing, th ey are  nice pet nam es.

T h e re  have been m any cases know n  
w hen they h a ve  actu ally g o t  to  us in tim e, 
but w hether w e m et accid entally or not 
has never been decided.

L e a v in g  training behind us, w e now  
com e to sport. H a v in g  predicted m pre­
vious notes that the A lb u h era Shield  
w ould com e to the W in g  ag ain , it is now  
im possible to lose it, b y  virtue of draw in g  
for first place in the b o x in g  w ith ' B  
C om p an y and w in n ing the cross-coun try  
b y a m a rgin  of 47 points, including the
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individual w inner, P te. T a rre n t. C o n ­
gratu latio n s to both team s on their sport­
in g  perform ance.

T h e  b o x in g  team  consisted o f five or 
six  o f last v e a r ’s team  and one or tw o  
w ho have fo u gh t fo r their respective com ­
panies, the rem ainder being new com ers  
to the fistic art.

In the cro ss-cou n try team  new com ers  
w ere much to the fore, and there w as no 
lack of volu n teers; of course, it w as not 
their fault that th ey w ere not all chosen, 
but their time w ill com e later.

In ter-C o m p an y R u g b y  took place  
during D ece m b e r; w e had to be content 
with third place. W e  lost quite a lot of 
stalw arts of the fifteen men playing  
another gam e in civilian ranks, but before  
finishing w e w ou ld like to give  our con­
gratulations to “  C  ’ C om p an y on w in­
ning the In ter-C o m p an y R u g b y .

W e  are now  lookin g fo rw ard  to the 
tracks of S in ga p o re, to g e t into training  
fo r the athletics in which the W in g  are  
ve ry  keen to be to the fore to finish off a 
gran d  season.
& W . S .

D R U M S .

O nce ag ain  w e put pen to paper, this 
time in a far happier fram e of mind than  
the last, for Battalion and B rig ad e  T ra in ­
ing have finished, and w e sail fo r S in g a ­
pore on 16th M arch .

D u rin g B attalion T ra in in g  the D rum s  
perform ed their usual Intelligence and 
A . A .  duties, but for B rig a d e  T ra in in g  
they form ed a platoon of “  D  C o m ­
pany, w ho w ere short o f men o w in g  to 
the detachm ent at P o rt Said . W e  w ere all 
v e ry  glad  to g e t back to barracks, and 
start packing fo r the m ove.

O n the 5th the A n n u al B u g le  C om p eti­
tion w as held. Band m aster P aiso r, of 
the R . A . F . ,  and D ru m -M a jo r A n g e l, of 
the R o y a l S co ts  Fu siliers, v e ry  kindly 
ju d ged  T h e  results v 'ere  as fo llo w s: —  
' 1, D m r. S ta le y ; 2, D m r. K lin tw o rth ; 
3, L . / C p l .  Butt.

B o y  P arson s is now  on his service, so 
w e  w elcom e him to the m en ’ s room  and 
the jo ys  of a sm oke in public. B o y  
E n d e rsb y starts life on his ow n, for his 
M a  and P a sail for E n g la n d  this month.

W e  w elcom e the new  class of D ru m ­
m ers : they have now  settled dow n and 
have been accepted as one of us. Great

things are expected of them  in Sin ga p o re, 
so that w e can g e t back to the standard  
w e w ere before the h om egoers departed  
for E n glan d .

T h e y  have proved them selves v e ry  use­
ful at sports, especially b o x in g  and cro ss­
country running.

C on gratu lations to D m r. H o ld ford  on 
the sh o w  he put up in the In ter-C om p an y  
B o x in g ; he lost to Cpl. M arkham  in the 
final after a v e r y  g o o d  fight.

L . / C p l .  W a tso n  has decided to stop  
•with us fo r another five years instead of 
catch ing the M arch  boat. H is presence  
w as g r e a tly  felt during the Com m and  
F oo tb all Com petition (one g o a l against  
the R o y a ls, one ag ain st the R .H . A . ,  and 
tw o in the semi-final again st the 8th 
H u ssars), and w e are hoping to see plenty 
m ore of him in the near future.

C on gratu lations to D ru m -M a jo r Poulter 
on his being aw ard ed the L o n g  Se rvice  
and G ood Conduct M edal. A ll the best 
to his D ru m m ers, and w e w ish him a lo n g  
and v e ry  happy stay in “  P o m p e y .”

W e  are looking fo rw ard  to seeing  
L ./ C p l .  C ra w sh a w  and his w ife on the 
California, and are w on d erin g if he 
relishes the th ou gh t of com in g E a st  
again.

L ./ C p l s .  R in g e  and F o ste r  are now  in 
possession o f their first “  d o g 's  leg, so 
we w ish them e very success in the future.

S in g a p o re  has been spoken so w ell of 
b y  the “  old tim ers ”  that w e are sure of 
an enjoyable time.

T h e  R o y a l Inniskilling Fu siliers are the 
other regim ent there, so som e m ention of 
sport w ith them  should be m ade in our 
next issue. W e  have not been able to 
g iv e  m uch account of ourselves in the 
“  drum m ing ”  line fo r the past few  years, 
as w e have been stationed next to a S c o t­
tish re g im e n t!

B e fo re  w e close, w e m ust add that 
L . / C p l .  B u tt ’ s m osquito boots have been 
safely crated and loaded on b o a r d !

S I G N A L S .
O nce again  w e are here to give  yo u  . 

som e enlightenm ent on the happenings 
am on g us Sig n a llers during the past 
quarter.

T h e re  are m any things to record, and 
one of the chief is that our tour in E g y p t  
has but a few  days to run, and w e are 
all a g o g  in anticipation of a len gth y sea
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v o y a g e  w ith Sin ga p o re  011 the other end 
of it. T h e re  will no doubt be a few  pangs  
of re gre t in the Section on leavin g this 
cou n try, w hich has been a hom e for some  
of us fo r over three years, and no doubt 
som e w ill g a ze  tow ards Jeru salem  and 
Palestine w here w e spent a v e ry happy 
time w hich lasted for tw elve m onths pre­
vio u s to com in g here.

W e  will not be so rry som ehow  to say  
go o d -b ye to E g y p t 's  deserts over which 
our tru sty helios have flickered m any a 
m e ssage and on which our feet have oft- 
tim es plough ed up the sand.

N o w  for a few  item s of gen eral interest, 
of w hich first com es C hristm as. N a tu r­
ally, w e at M o asca r put C hristm as over  
in a b ig  w ay, although unfortunately  
three w ere absent. O u r “  B ig  Chief 
(L ie u t. B ellers) w as unluckily in hospital 
during the Y u letid e  period; h ow ever, on 
C h ristm as evening w e descended on him  
en masse and w e think w e w ere success­
ful in ch eerin g him up, and som e of us 
quite enjoyed hospital C hristm as tare, 
w hich w e partook of w hilst w e w ere there.

T h e  rem aining absentees w ere tw o of 
our high lights, “  O yste r ”  (H issy) and 
the inim itable “  Joh n no , of E ve rto n  
fam e.

W e  m issed these tw o brigh t sparks and 
w ere v e ry  so rry  to hear later that they  
spent rather a quiet time at P o rt S a id  (in 
fact, w e understand that their C hristm as  
consisted of " W h o 's  speaking, please?  
T ru n k s, N a v y  H ou se, s p e a k in g ," and 
several other telephonic term s.) A p a rt  
from  these unfortunate exceptions, h ow ­
ever, w e can safely say that C hristm as, 
193c;, go e s dow n in the annals of Sig n a l 
history to be rem em bered am on g the 
sections fo r ye ars to com e.

T ra in in g  is now  over and the Section  
em erged w ith credit, to be congratu lated  
b y the Com m anding O fficer, and praise 
from  him is praise indeed.

B rig a d e  T ra in in g  g a v e  us a great  
scheme in w hich w e, as a Section, showed  
up pretty w ell. O f course, w e are now  
looking forw ard  to M alayan  jungle  
schem es in which intrepid line parties will 
brave tige rs and other denizens of the 
jungle.

T h e  Section has not been silent m  the 
sporting line, and w e congratu late  
“  O yster ”  on w inning his w eigh t in the 
Battalion and also on g iv in g  the W in g

six  valuable points tow ards the In ter- 
C o m p an y B o x in g  Cham pionships. W e  
also co n gratu late  R o sk illy  on reaching the 
final of his w eigh t and thereby also con­
tribu tin g som e valuable points.

W e  supplied several contestants for the 
W in g  cro ss-co u n try team  w hich w as suc­
cessful in w in n ing the In ter-C om p an y  
Cham pionships. (W e ll done, ‘ Pop  
and “  B o b ,”  also ‘ ‘ Stra n g le r  M a c !)

T h e  ab ove accom plishm ents g iv e  satis­
faction, and w e hope the new  class w e  
are g e ttin g  sh ortly w ill enable us to m ain­
tain ”  our present standard, as w e will 
sh ortly be losing som e of our stalw arts.

T h is  epistle is n ow  d raw in g to a close, 
and in conclusion w e add a few  m iscel­
laneous articles and queries. C o n g ra tu ­
lations to “  S h o g g o  ”  on his appointm ent 
to L a n ce -C o rp o ra l, and to “  C runch er  
one of our ex-m em bers, on attain in g the 
position of S ig n a l Storem an  in E n g la n d .

A n d  so, as a final note, w e send gree t­
ings to our brethren in the 2nd Battalion, 
and trust that those of the “  S a v e  E g y p t  
varie ty arrived back safe and sound from  
their w eek-end w ith us.

B A N D .

W e ll, b y  the time these notes are in 
print, the only m om ents w e shall have  
of E g v p t  w ill be in the form  of snap  
albums', and a fe w  alabaster Sp hinxes  
M o asca r w ill be ju st another station of 
sand and sun and, perhaps, sorrow s  

D u rin g  the past quarter much has taken  
place in the Band , m usically and other­
w ise. ,

In the B rig a d e  six-d ay exercise w e put 
dow n the stretcher to take up the rifle, 
and m any w ere the varied rem arks, such  
as “  W h a t ’ s a ran ge ch a rt?  and W h at  
I know  about an L . G .  could g o  on an 
akka stam p ”  P ractically  the w hole of 
the B and helped to m ake up the stren gth  
of “  C  ”  C om p an y, and w e hope that w e  
w ere m ore of an asset than a liability 
at least, w e did not fire any red V e r y  
lights to see w here w e w ere g o i n g !

W e  w ould like to co n gra tu late  B d sn. 
C la rg o  on his perform ance as goalkeep er 
for the B attalion  soccer team  during their 
excellent attem pt to w in the Com m and  
Cup H e  never had an off day, and in 
the final again st our old friends the R o y al 
S co ts Fu siliers, he covered him self w ith
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g lo ry , as thé Egyptian  Mail says. W e ll  
done, “  B u n ty .”

W e  h ave to add another pat on the back  
to  B d sn. Cousins fo r his perform ance at 
C airo  in the T e a m  B o x in g  Cham pion­
ships. H e  w on  in the usual free and 
e asy style. W e  w ere hoping to see him  
represent the A rm y  in the annual contest 
a g ain st the R . A . F . ,  but o w in g  to our 
m o ve this w as not possible.

T h e  B and are putting in the usual efforts 
at cross-cou n try running and hope to help 
the W in g  to retain the shield. C ash  is in 
g o o d  running form  (but his best run is to 
the dining hall ; dieting is not part of his 
train in g ! ).

W e  b rin g these notes to a  close in the 
usual m anner and hope that m any of our 
old friends w ill rem em ber that the post 
carries far and w e w ou ld alw a ys be glad  
to hear from  th em ; and last, but not least, 
g o o d  luck to all Bandsm en at hom e.

A  S O L D I E R ’S  F A R E W E L L .

B ra zie rs flickering, b argain ers bickering, 
G alabebs rustlin g by,

S tr u g g lin g  w ith the slanting shadow s, 
Subtle g lo w s  reach to the sky,

Sk ies that blazed as em pires fell,
W e , like th ey, m u st say farew ell.

Soldiers m arching, throats are parching, 
Se e  the gree n  of N ile  draw  n e a r ;

T h ro u g h  the haze of desert evening  
Com es the view  of distant ch ee r.

Caesar’ s m en saw  this as w ell,
T h e y  have lo n g said their farew ell.

Ste el a-glisten in g, hundreds listening 
F o r  the w ord s “  A d va n ce  in line ;

T h e n  tw o  ranks sw in g  past the Colou r  
A s  one m an, th o u g h  sand is_ fin e ,

F ife  and drum  m ust w eave their spell 
A s  w e say our last farew ell.

G overnm ents blathering, storm  clouds 
gath erin g,

M adm en shake their fists on h ig h ;
T h re ats are made at e very frontier,

“  P eace ”  looks on and w onders w h y ;
Y e t  the m ight of righ t m ust tell,

E g v p t  Su ez, N ile — farew ell.
F .  R . S .

C A N A L  S C E N E  O N  T R A I N I N G .  

T h e  cam el tethered to the bank 
Stretch ed its hairy lim bs so lank,
G ave  voice in no uncertain term s 
D e fy in g  all p oor hum an w o rm s;
W hile  natives hurried to its head 
A  C o ck n e y voice, quite n ervy, said :
“  I hope it ca n ’t g e t in our tent,
I think I 'l l  fasten up the v e n t."
T h e n  C o rp o ra l Phel w as heard to say, 
"  D o n ’t trouble, P rivate  T o p p e r, pray, 
F o r  if his blankets are G .S .
H e ’ s w elcom e to our hum ble m e ss! ”

F .  R . S .

“  A  ”  (S .)  C O M P A N Y .

T h e  past quarter has been an exception­
ally busy one. Battalion and B rig ad e  
T ra in in g  have both been com pleted  
d uring the past few  w eeks, and P arts 3  
and 4  of the A . M .G .C .  w ere fired during  
the busy preparations fo r the m ove to 
Sin gap o re.

O nce again  the R an g e -ta k ers, under 
L ./ C p l .  Sa ch , cam e out w ith flying  
colours on their ran g e-tak in g tests. T h e  
actual result w as as follow s : 1 3  firsts, 1 
second, 2  failures. T h e se  results are  
certainly a  credit to L . / C p l .  Sach .

In spite of this hectic training period, 
quite a num ber of interesting sporting  
events have taken place.

In the In ter-C om p an y R u g b y  L e a g u e  
w e finished with equal points with  
“  H . Q .”  W ring and “  D  ”  C om pany. W e  
w ere rather handicapped b y the absence 
of som e of our best R u g b y  players w ho  
w ere required for training fo r the B a t­
talion b o x in g  and football team s. In 
view  of this, the result w as quite a credit­
able perform ance. W e  have found some 
p rom ising m aterial w ho, w hen th ey have  
learnt the finer arts of the ga m e , w ill be­
com e g o o d  R u g b y  players.

T h e  In te r-C o m p an y B o x in g  w as rushed 
th rou gh  at the last m om ent, and w e found 
it rather difficult to  furnish a team . N o  
one w as really fit to b o x, and once again  
w e w ere w ith out som e of our best b oxers. 
In  finishing third it reflects gre a t credit 
on all those w ho took part, especially 
as m ost of the team s w ere only novices.

A n  interesting cro ss-cou n try run re­
sulted in our finishing second to “  H . Q . ”  
W in g .
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In  the P latoon  Sp orts w e have been e x ­
ceptionally successful. W e  w ere treated  
to all “  A  ”  C om p an y finals in both the 
F o o tb all and H o ck e y  K nock -ou ts. N o . 4 
P latoon  beat N o . 2 Platoon in the F o o t ­
ball, and N o . 3  P latoon  beat N o . 2 m the 
H o ck e y. T h an k s to our fine sporting  
platoons, w e have retained the M ons  
Shield for a further year.

A  sum m ary of their sporting successes 
is rather interesting : —

Inter-Platoon Passball Knock-out.
N o . 4 Platoon.

Inter-Platoon Cricket Knock-out.
N o . 2  P la to o n ; runners-up, N o . 4  Platoon.

Inter-Platoon Football Knock-out.
N o . 4  P la to o n ; runners-up, N o . 2  Platoon.

Inter-Platoon H ockey Knock-out.
N o . 3  P la to o n ; runners-up, N o . 2  Platoon.

A t  present w e are on our w a y  to S in g a ­
pore W e  w ere fortunate enough to call 
in at A d en , w here m any of us w ere able 
to renew  our acquaintance w ith Lieu t. 
W  I I .  P . C h attey, w ho left us tw o  years  
a g o  for service in A d en  w ith the A d en
P rotectorate  L e v ie s .

T h e  annual tu rn -over is due to take  
place on this v o y a g e , and this appears to 
be the only th in g that is liable to m ar an 
otherw ise pleasant trip T h e  turn-over  
is som eth ing w e n ever look fo rw ard  to, 
for it is here that w e lose som e of our
best friends.

W e  are so rry  to have lost Lieu t. 
R  W  D  S w o rd , w ho has left us tor a 
tour of du ty w ith the K i n g ’ s  A frican  
R ifles. W e  w ish him the best of luck in 
his new  sphere, and shall be lookin g fo r­
w ard  for the tim e of his return.

In ap olo gizin g for these short notes we 
w ould like to rem ind readers that new  
stations give  new  ideas, and they can  
safely look fo rw ard  to som ething m ore
interesting next quarter.

A c k  E m m a  G e e .

“  B  ”  C O M P A N Y .
T h e  Com p any had a lone C hristm as at 

P o rt Said , where w e w ere doing our turn  
as detachm ent. T h is, I  m ay m ention, 
had no dam ping effect on people s feel­
in gs, except perhaps those w ho jum ped 
into the w ater w ith their clothes on to 
cool off a d a y ’ s drinking. E ve ryo n e  
seemed to enjoy him self, and that is the 
main thing on such a holiday. W e had

an excellent dinner w hich had been  
arra n g ed  b y  our C .S .M . ,  w ho also put m 
a lot o f really hard w o rk  d ecoratin g the 
dining hall. T h in g s  w ere so g o o d  that 
our P .R .I .  dipped his hand into the 
T o m b o la  accou nts pocket, and produced  
enough to fill our glasses to the top. A t  
C h ristm as the w a te r is cold (even in 
E g y p t) , but at 2  a.m . a brave soldier 
from  “  B  ”  dived in and rescued the life­
belt w hich had g o t  ad rift. .

Ju st  before the N e w  Y e a r  w e said  
g o o d -b ye  to som e old m em bers ot the 
C om p an y, w hom  w e w ere  able to w atch  
em bark on the s.s. Cameroman. W e  
w ish them  all the best o f luck m  civilian
life. . ,

E a r ly  in the N e w  \ e a r  w e w ere  back  
w ith the Battalion, and had started train­
ing ; and w h at a q u arter’s train in g it w a s ! 
W e  never w ant to see sand again. 
E n o u g h  is as g o o d  as a feast, and w e  
have had m ore than enough. Som e v e ry  
useful lessons w ere learnt, the one for 
section com m anders w a s a trench w ith a 
hole for m essage reading in its w all. It  
m a y be m entioned that this hole w as put 
to m any other uses, as it w as ligh t-p roof. 
M o st of our B rig a d e  T ra in in g  consisted  
of patrollin g the Su ez C an al, but some 
scouts searched the little bushes and co m ­
pletely ign ored  the b ig  ones. W e  are 
still under the im pression that they w ere  
in league w ith  the enem y. A n y w a y , w e  
can assure our friends in E n g la n d  that 
the Su ez Canal is still there. W e  m ust 
m ention here the patrol which sent up its 
red S .O .S .  V e r y  light wffien it enco u n ­
tered “  C  ”  C om p an y o f our ow n B a t ­
talion, but m istakes w ill occur.

T h e  C om p an y b o x in g  team  m ust be 
con gratu lated on the result obtained last 
m onth. W e  tied w ith  /  H .Q . M in g ,  
and after an e xcitin g finish our captain  
proved m ore fortunate w ith the to ss of 
the c o in : this g a v e  our team  the w inners 
cups. c  j

“  C  ”  C O M P A N Y .
D o es fortune fa vo u r the few  ? Ju st  a 

little question from  the old say in g , E o r-  
tune fa vo u rs, e tc .,”  w hich has m ade the 
C om p an y battle ag ain st g re a t disadvan­
ta g e s, especially in the realm  of sport.

A t  the m om ent w e g o  to press w e are 
the w eak est com p any in the B attalion,
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b ein g able to m uster only e ig h ty-six  all 
ranks to keep the “  M aro o n  C o rk  
afloat. T h is  has been ably done by our 
representatives in the various sports, w ho  
h ave acquitted them selves w ell d u ring the 
past q uarter. T h e  reinforcem ents w ere  
perm itted to assist us, but this w as of no 
avail, as they departed fo r the U nited

m anaged with fou r short of a team  of 
fifteen to pull th rou gh  and tie for fourth  
place w ith “  D  ”  C om p an y. W e  w ere  
only five points behind the w inners, 
w hich g o e s to prove that with a com plete  
team w e w ould have been h igher up the 
ladder of success. O ut o f eleven entries, 
w e had seven finalists, and w e heartily

K in g d o m  before the com petition events  
took place.

O u r ru g g e r X V  are to be congratulated  
on w inning the com petition w ith an un­
beaten record, but unfortunately a con­
siderable num ber of our team  have since 
left us, am on gst w hom  w e m ay specially  
m ention Pte. W a tts, w ho has left us for 
the U n ited K in g d o m  and will be missed 
not only for his ru g g e r  capabilities, but 
fo r his assistance in various other 
branches o f sport.

T h e  In ter-C om p an y B o x in g  Cham pion­
ships w ere held during M arch , and we

con gratu late  them  on the fine show  they  
put up. T h e  w inners o f their w eigh t w ere  
as fo llo w s: —

Light H eavy.— L . / S e r g t .  R oseblade. 
M iddle.— L . / C p l .  Ellis.
Welter.— L . / C p l .  Price.
T h e  w hole o f the team  show ed a go o d  

know led ge of b o x in g , and P te. D o rm e r  
w as aw arded a best lo ser's prize. Pte. 
B o g g is  just m issed w inning his w eigh t  
after som e v e ry  go o d  fights. Pte. Izzard  
also deserves m entioning for his plucky  
display again st the B attalion  h e avy­
w eigh t representative, Pte. H utton.

“ C ”  C O M P A N Y , 1s t  B A T T A L IO N  T H E  M ID D L E S E X  R E G I M E N T  (D .C .O .). 
W in n e rs , In te r -C o m p a n y  R u g b y  L e a g u e , 1935 - 3 6 .

Back R o w —  Pte. Robinson, ’ 50. L./Cpl. Burrell. Pte. Marable.
M iddle Soik.— C.S.M. Thomas. Sergt. P a te r a » , L./Cpl. Price. L./Cpl. Robinson. Pte. Bristow. Pte. Hnrlock. Pte. Lever. 

L./Sergt. Roseblade.
Seated. Pte. Jones, ’63. Pte. Elkins. Pte. Saunders, Capt. A. V. Weller. Lieut. A. W. F . Peal. Pte. Hill. Pte. Burbidge.
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P ractice  gam es fo r hock ey and football 
have occupied our spare afternoons, and 
the C om p an y has produced plenty of 
keenness and som e prom ising talent for 
n ext season as a result.

W e  close w ith the Inter-C om p an y  
C ro ss-C o u n try  R u n , h a vin g to rest con­
tent w ith fourth place. Enthusiasm  w as  
vre a t, and stalw arts B o g g is , R oseblade. 
E llis, L e v e r , Bell, H ill, R oth w ell and 
E lk in s all finished am on g the first thirty. 
T h e  tail-end of the team , h o w ever, just 
needed that little e xtra  effort which will 
put us eventually am on g the rulers of the 
roost.

T h e  23rd  of F e b ru a ry  m arked the close 
to m ost of us— dare w e say  all ?— o f mimic 
desert w arfa re. O n this date the C o m ­
pany returned to M o asca r after h aving  
put in a B rig a d e  exercise which continued  
w ithout a break fo r one w eek. It  w as a 
fitting close to fou r seasons of this kind 
of training. F o r  this schem e the C o m ­
pany w as reinforced b y  spare files^from  
the Band , and “  A  ”  (S .)  and D  
Com panies, and w e take this opportunity 
of thanking them  for the splendid w a y  
in w hich they perform ed the m any strange  
and arduous duties w hich w ere im posed  
on them.

P rio r to the B rig ad e  exercise, the B a t­
talion carried out a few  schem es under 
the direction of the C om m anding Officer 
w hich w ere based on lessons from  the 
G reat W a r  in the defence of the Canal. 
T h e  area covered , w hilst m aking hard  
croing, nevertheless provided some interest 
by virtue of the w ar relics, barbed-w ire  
entanglem ents, e tc., which w ere dis­
covered , not to mention the prehistoric  
body excavated  b y  P te. H eath . T h an k s  
are due to L ieu t. G w y n  and his Cam el 
Co rp s for also provid ing som e diversion  
and relieving the m onotony of lo n g night 
m arching b y  reason of his excellent traffic 
signals. In fact, it required only a man  
in" blue and Belisha beacons to have com ­
pleted the delusion that W a tlin g  Street in 
Sinai w as in reality P iccad illy C ircus. O n  
the w hole, I  think the C om p an y rather 
enjoved the train in g— perhaps the kn ow ­
ledge that it w as the last made this fact 
possible. A ll a g ree  that beach protec­
tion and jungle figh ting will m ake a most 
welcom e ch ange after four years of desert 
w arfare. S o  roll on, S in g a p o re !

“  D  ”  C O M P A N Y .

A s  predicted in our last notes, the C o m ­
pany on 3 1s t  D ecem ber relieved “  B  ’ ’ 
C o m p an y on detachm ent at P o rt Said. 
T h o u g h  fo llo w in g on the heels of C h rist­
m as, the m ove w as carried out w ithout 
any undue flurry. T h e  handing over left 
noth ing to be desired— b u g s, cockroaches  
and lake flies that here breed in millions 
being co axe d  from  sigh t. T h e  private  
handing over o f fishing g e a r  and tackle  
w as a case of “  a m ackerel fo r  a sprat.

W e  tender our ap olo gies fo r a regretted  
o ve rsig h t in our last notes, and n ow  take  
the opportunity o f co n gratu latin g  
L ./ C p l s .  H a rv e y , P o w ell, O sborn e and 
H artn ett on their prom otion to L a n c e  
strip e; also C p ls. Shaw ' and C ro w le y  to  
C orporal.

T h e  only ones in the C o m p an y to do 
B attalion  T ra in in g  w ere C ap t. W o rto n  
and 2 / L ie u t . A llen , and their servants. 
Y o u  should have heard the la tte r! B u t  
that did not m ean a “  scro u n ge ’ fo r the 
re st; the gu ard s here altered that. W h en  
B rig ad e  T ra in in g  drew  nigh the personnel 
chosen for it could not restrain them ­
selves and kept cou n tin g the days. (O h, 
v e a h !)  A n y w a y , ju d g in g  b y the reports 
from  those “  fo o t-slo g g e rs  ”  w ho re­
turned w ith the experience of one m ore  
B rig a d e  T ra in in g  to their account, the 
C o m p an y as a w hole feels the loss.

W ritin g  of sport, our C o m p an y has had 
a fair share, consid ering the difficulty of 
p ro cu rin g the grou nd s. O u r thanks g o  
to 2 / L ie u t . A lle n  for the active interest 
he has displayed in prom otin g m atches  
with the N a v y  and civilian clubs.

O w in g  to the gu ard s and the resultant 
absence of re gu lar players, the team s tor 
both hock ey and football have been varied  
as never b e fo re; e veryb o d y has played in 
some m atch or other. A  keenness for  
hockey in the C o m p an y is aw ak e n in g and 
au gu rs well fo r “  D on  in S in g o .

In  the In te r-C o m p an y R u g b y  L e a g u e  
versus “  A  ”  C o m p an y w e lost 3— 0, 
several o f our players b ein g unable to 
play, as they w ere required for Battalion  
bo xin g train in g. W e  lost a hard gam e  
to “  C  ”  C o m p an y, the eventual w inners. 
In  the last g a m e  of the leag u e our luck 
ch anged and w e beat B  Com pany
12  o. C p ls. M c D o w e ll and W ad sw o rth .
the chief influences in the team , w ith C p l.
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C ro w le y, w ere the m ost consistent scorers  
fo r us.

In  the In ter-C o m p an y B o x in g  the re­
sults found us fourth. W e  congratu late  
C p l. M ark h am  and Pte. R o b erts on w in­
ning their respective w eigh ts, and Pte. 
C o rn fo rd  on the w ell-fou gh t fight that 
earned him  the best lo se r’s prize.

W ith  re gard  to the cro ss-co u n try run­
ning, Cpl. S h a w  and L . / C p l .  L a n e  have  
earned g re a t kudos fo r the interest and 
e n e rg y th ey have taken in tryin g  to turn  
out a go o d  team  from  indifferent m aterial. 
O f the actual results, the less w ritten the 
better. In  excuse, let it suffice that the 
train jo u rn ey to M o a sca r tired our 
representatives.

H a v in g  som e spare ackers in the old 
oak chest, the C .S .M . ,  w ith the help of 
S e r g t. T ille r, a rra n g ed  various com peti­
tions o f darts, passball and treasure hunts. 
T h e  last-m entioned had to be discontinued 
o w in g  to its p o p u la rity ; tw o  com bined  
sections o f N o . 1 5  P latoon  proved invin­
cible in the p assb all; and w ith re g ard  to  
the darts I doubt if an ybod y could com ­
pete ag ain st our cooks in view  of the 
practice th ey have had.

L a te ly  w e have had com petitions w ith
H .M .S .  Active  on the m iniature ran ge, 
and honours have been equally divided. 
S e r g t. R u ssell ( “  Pash a ” ), in a specially  
arran g ed  shoot w ith a  P e tty  O fficer, w on  
and succeeded in g e ttin g  the low est score.

A t  the time of w ritin g, C .S .M . B u rt is 
in the British Civilian H ospital and on 
the d angerou sly ill list. W e  all unite in 
w ish in g him a speedy reco very.

W e  learn that L . / C p l .  G ratton w ill not 
accom pany us to Sin ga p o re, and are so rry  
to lose another old face.

W e  extend a h earty w elcom e to the 
C hristm as d raft, and are now  lookin g  
fo rw ard  to the “  S in g o  ”  draft, with  
w hom  retu rning to us from  leave in the 
U nited K in g d o m  will be L . / S e r g t .  H o p -  
w ood, Cpl. G am e and L . / C p l .  M ills nee 
“  G um m y ”  T a tt. L a s tly , w e are look­
in g fo rw ard  to the help in sport of L ieu t. 
F ish bou rn e, w ho is destined for our 
C om pany.

S E R G E A N T S ’ M E S S .
T h is  quarter has been, as far as the 

Jo u rn a l notes are concerned, absolutely  
uneventful, but even so the E d ito r  still

dem ands, on behalf of our readers, his 
pound of flesh.

W e  have just com pleted a w eek of 
B rig a d e  T ra in in g , in w hich a really 
original idea o f the B rig a d e  C om m an der's  
w as tried out, and this certainly tried us 
out in our variou s w a r jobs. T h e re  is 
no doubt that the schem e could not have  
been nearer the real thin g, considering  
that it w as a peace-tim e schem e, and the 
defence of the Canal would be no easy  
job, especially if the defenders are  sitting  
on it like w e w ere.

It is w ith gre a t jo y  that w e n ow  registe r  
the fact that there have been no depar­
tures from  our midst during this quarter, 
and w e w elcom e S e rg t. R ussell from  the 
2nd B attalion to our h appy band. M a y  
he live lo n g  and happily w ith us.

A n  undercurrent of expected excitem ent 
pervades all our present actions, w hich 
on the surface show s itself as “  packing  
up ”  and “  handing o v e r .”  T h e  packing  
go e s quietly on and the b a g g a g e  staff 
have settled in w ith loud cries of “  Give  
me ”  and “  B rin g  out yo u r boxes ”  so 
that w e m ay reduce them to hundred­
w eigh ts and cubic feet.

T h e  handing over to the 2nd B n . T h e  
R o y a l B erkshire R egim en t seem s to be 
g o in g  on sm oothly and in a ve ry  friendly 
m anner. W e  hope that they will enjoy  
their stay in M o asca r as m uch as w e did, 
and w e w ish them  the v e ry  best of e very­
thing in the future.

W e  are lookin g fo rw ard  to the m ove  
to Sin ga p o re, and are bom barding those  
m em bers w ho have already had one spell 
there w ith questions about the place and 
the people. S e r g t . T h om p son , w h o is 
our advance p a rty, has sent us som e ve ry  
useful inform ation under this heading, for  
which w e thank him.

In our last notes w e m ade a statement 
w hich w as incorrect and w e w ould like 
to take this chance to correct that and 
also offer an a p o lo g y to the m em ber con­
cerned. W e  stated that R .S .M . N ew m an  
w as the only m em ber of the original 4th 
B attalion still w ith us. W e  now  discover  
that S e r g t . Cham pion w as also in that 
Battalion, and served as a m em ber of the 
S e rg e a n ts ’ M ess in G ibraltar.

O n T u e sd a y, 10th M arch , the Se rge an ts  
of the R o y a l E n g in e e rs  and the 1st Bn. 
T h e  R o y a l S co ts  Fu siliers entertained us 
to a th ree-legged  indoor sports contest. 
T h is  w as in the nature of a farew ell
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“  sm o k e r,”  and a v e ry  enjoyable evening  
w a s spent b y  us and w e hope b y all. T h e  
sports contest ended ve ry  conveniently in 
a three-sided draw  of 50-all, and w e  think 
that a  vo te  of thanks is due to the m arker 
fo r this v e ry  even result.

C .S .M . B rock m an  again  carries all 
before him at blow ball, and the gam e w as  
fast and furious until som eone punctured  
the ball w ith his nose.

W e  presented the 42nd C om p an y, R .E . ,  
M e ss, M o a sca r, w ith a little token of our 
friendship in the shape of a shield which  
w e hope will alw ays rem ind them  o f our 
h appy tim es here.

O n  the T h u rsd a y w e invaded the M ess  
of the R o y a l Sco ts  Fusiliers and left them  
a sim ilar token w ith the sam e hopes and 
w ishes give n  and received b y  all.

N o w  that w e are le avin g M o asca r w e  
w ould like to leave on record that w e have  
definitely to thank the m em bers o f both 
these M esses for a considerable am ount 
o f the enjoym ent w e have had in M o asca r.

C O R P O R A L S ’ M E S S .

V e r y  little has happened since our last 
notes w ere printed. O w in g  to Cpl. 
Sm ith b eing em ployed as C o o k  Se rge an t  
he, as M ess President, w as unable to 
spare the time fo r our last q u arter’s notes.

C ollective T ra in in g  is n ow  a th in g of 
the past, and m any lessons have been 
learned from  it. B rig a d e  T ra in in g  this 
vear to ok  the form  of a seven -day w ar. 
W e  found that the jo b  of protecting the 
Su ez Canal' w as a m ore com plicated affair 
than w e had im agined. H o w e v e r, w e  
had the situation w ell in hand, and the 
job w as tolerably w ell done. C .S .M .  
R ussell becam e a casualty in the latter 
stage  of the w ar, and w as adm itted to 
hospital.

In  the realm  of sport the B attalion  
ag ain  proved their w orth . F o r  the second 
time w e w on  the Com m and C h allenge  
B o x in g  C up , and found a lot of new  
talent to carry on the g o o d  nam e w hich 
we have gained d u ring our sojourn in 
this country. T h e  football team , after a 
series of sm ashing victories, w ere u n for­
tunate in losin g the final b y one go a l to 
nil to the R o y a l Sco ts F usiliers.

T h e  In te r-C o m p an y B o x in g  T o u rn a ­
m ent resulted in a draw  fo r first place by 
“  H . Q .”  W in g  and “  B  ”  Com pany. 
T h e  standard of b o x in g  w as high, and w e  
co n gra tu late  all m em bers of the M ess  
w ho participated.

W e  co n gratu late  L ./ C p l s .  R in g e ,' 
F o ste r  and W h y b ro w  on their recent 
appointm ents, and w elcom e them  to the 
fold.

B y  the tim e these notes are published 
w e w ill be in our n ew  barrack s at S in g a ­
pore, and, although e very th in g possible  
has been done to m ake our sta y  here as 
pleasant as possible, w e  w ill not be so rry  
to leave the land o f the Ph araoh s.

In  conclusion, w e w ish all m em bers of 
the 2nd B attalion  M e ss the best of luck  
fo r the future.

T H E  W A N D E R I N G  M I D .
B y  S e r g t .  W . S n e l l .

O nce upon a tim e, in the ye a r of bur 
L o r d  17 5 5  to  be precise, there w a s banded 
to ge th er a band of m en w ho w ere  know n  
then as the 59th F o o t. T h e se  m en w ere  
in sore need of em ploym ent, and to find 
this th in g th ey did follow  their leader 
unto the M editerranean S e a , w here, not 
kn o w in g their ow n minds, they did w ork  
as part-tim e soldiers and sailors. T h is  
em ploym ent th ey did follow  for, the full 
period of tw o  ye ars, w hen it w as su g ­
gested to them  that they w ere better 
soldiers than sailors, and they did t a k e : 
the hint ("thank good ness). T h en , w ith ­
out counting the cost, did th ey cut off tw o  
foot and becom e know n as the 57th  F o o t.  
T h is enabled them  to keep both feet on 
the grou n d  and becom e indeed soldiers 
o f a v e ry  high class.

So  it cam e to pass that fo r a full period  
o f 17 9  ye ars th ey did rem ain at sold ier­
in g, but not b eing g o o d  at the learn in g  
o f h istory, they did spend their leisure  
hours in the m ak ing of h isto ry fo r their 
successors to learn. T im e  has proved  
that in this m anner they did becom e  
history m akers o f a ve ry  high grad e. 
T h e y  did also take upon them selves the 
task o f b reakin g the record set up by  
“  the Children of Is r a e l,”  w ho w andered  
fo r fo rty  ye ars in the desert. T h is they  
have also done e xtre m e ly w ell, having  
w andered in and out of deserts fo r the
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afore-m entioned 17 9  years w ith their 
hom es on their backs and their w eapons 
polished. It  is a  w ell-know n thing that 
th ey are still w an d erin g, h a vin g , it seem s, 
no place in all the w orld in w hich to settle.

M uch  practice has tau g h t these 571'1 
F o o t  that the best w a y  to w an der is to 
w alk, and they have g r o w n  to love this 
w a y  and w ould hate to ch an ge this w ay  
even fo r the chariots o f the idle rich. It 
is v e ry  usual to see them  m o vin g  through  
the lanes and b y w a y s in search of some 
place in which to pitch their tents. Th is  
has becom e known to the rural councils 
and the Cabinet M in isters, w h o, w hen  
their roads require pressing,, do send the 
57th F o o t  alo n g that w a y  in the rainy  
season so that the roads are  pressed and 
made hard fo r the com in g ye a r b y  the big  
flat feet of these w anderers.

N o w , it has com e to pass that certain  
h ig h  chiefs, liking not the cou n try on 
w hich their eyes do rest, have em ployed 
these m en to d ig holes in the valleys and 
on the hill-tops, and in this w a y  do they  
ch ange the appearance of the countryside  
so that the eyes do not tire nor the maps 
speak truth. T h e se  holes m a y be seen 
to-d ay on an y of the paths trodden by  
these w anderers, and have becom e known  
as “  Se ctio n  P o sts ”  and “  P latoon  
A r e a s .”  T h u s  do the 57th F o o t  leave  
their m ark on the face o f the earth.

F ro m  the ye a r M . X .1 5 0  to the year  
M . X .1 7 9  certain bodies o f m en, also m 
need of em ploym ent, have been m aking  
horseless chariots called “  m otor ve­
h icles,”  w hich are b eing give n  to some 
soldiers to play w ith , and this w ill be 
called “  M ech anizatio n .”  It  is predicted 
that in the ye ar M .X .1 8 0  these_ to ys will 
be given  to the 57th F o o t. T h is  will not 
m ean any ch ange in em ploym ent or in 
habit, excep t that th ey w ill be able to 
w ander faster than before and tear up 
the roads w hich th ey pressed so hard in 
the years go n e by.

T h in k  not, oh, 57th  F o o t, that thou  
w ilt cease to w alk, because m echanization  
only m eans that thou shalt w alk  and push 
instead of w alk  and carry. A g a in , oh. 
C7th F o o t, thinkest not that thou shalt dig  
no m ore— because m echanization m eans 
that thou shalt dig oftener and deeper 
than ever before. T h in kest not that it 
is d u ff,”  because thou shalt w ork  faster 
and faster w hile the w heels g o  round.

and w hen they stop w e will all sin g the 
old anthem —

“  G et out and g e t u n d e r,”  or “  D ig ,  
blast yo u , d ig .”

T h u s w ill w e also leave our m ark on 
the face of the earth.

B A T T A L I O N  R U G B Y .

T h e re  have been few  B attalion m atches 
this ye ar, but fo r the first time since w e  
have been abroad w e have succeeded in 
p layin g off an In ter-C o m p an y L e a g u e  
(S in g le ), which w as w on b y  “  C  ”  C o m ­
pany. T h e  gam es w ere gen erally rather 
spoilt by the hardness of the ground. 
H o w e v e r, th ey b rou gh t forw ard  a lot of 
players w ho liad never played the gam e  
before, and the gen eral standard w as con­
siderably h igh er than the few  C om p any  
m atches that w ere played last year. W e  
m ost sincerely hope that these m atches  
have produced a num ber of people w ho  
are keen to learn the gam e prop erly in 
Sin g a p o re , w here a re gim e n t’s reputation  
v e ry  la rg e ly  depends on its success in the 
ru g g e r  fie ld ; w e can at least prom ise them  
that the grou nd w ill alw a ys be soft.

T h e  order in the In ter-C o m p an y L e a g u e  
w a s as follow s : —

“  C  ”  C om p an y, “  H . O .”  W in g , ' '  D  
C om p an y, “  A  ”  (S .)  C om p an y, and
“  B  ”  Com pany.

“  H . Q .”  W in g , and “  D  ”  and “  A  
(S .)  Com panies w on an equal num ber of 
m atches, but finished up in this order on 
points scored.

F O O T B A L L .

It is doubtful if even our m ost ardent 
supporters could have dream t on reading  
our last notes of the unqualified success 
to be achieved b y  the Battalion football 
team  d u ring the last few  m onths of our 
stay in E g y p t.

F o r  m any years gre a t efforts have been 
m ade to produce a really go o d  team , and 
we have g ro w n  tired of the exasperatin g  
failures that have resulted.

T h is  season w e had not entered fo r the 
R o b ert H u g h e s C h arity  C up , and so 
found ourselves after C h ristm as in the 
difficult position of b ein g faced w ith the 
first round of the Com m and C u p  w ithout 
h a vin g had an y practice in com petitive  
m atches.
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T h e  first m atch, on 9th Ja n u a ry  again st  
the R o y a l D ra g o o n s, recently arrived with  
a gre a t football reputation from  India, 
caused a gre a t sensation, and our 5— 1 
v ic to ry  proved to be the first ru n g in the 
ladder of success.

In  the period before the n ext round w e  
w ere v e ry  gratefu l for a practice fixture  
w ith N o . 4  F ly in g  T ra in in g  Sch o o l, 
R . A . F . ,  at A b u  Su eir, w hom  w e defeated  
in a gam e in which clean passin g and go o d  
team  w ork  w ere m uch in evidence.

T h e  second cup m atch, again st the 
form idable 1st B rig a d e , R . H . A . ,  w as un­
doubtedly the keenest-fought stru g g le  
ever w itnessed on our grou nd , and w as  
w on  entirely b y the team ’ s spirit, fitness 
and determ ination to w in.

T h a t th ey had w on the C airo  M ilitary  
L e a g u e  tw o ye ars running caused an xiety, 
but w hen, five m inutes from  the start, 
Jo n e s, our centre half, had to retire on 
"account o f an injured knee, one felt that 
the task  w as w ell-n igh  im possible, and  
their first g o a l a few  m om ents after this 
calam ity confirm ed our w o rst fears.

T h e  “  ten m e n ,”  h o w ever, appeared to 
think otherw ise, and w ith on ly fou r fo r­
w ards ran the la rg e r R .H . A .  team  off 
their feet, and at the final whistle w ere  
carried exhausted off from  the grou nd  
victors b y 3  g o a ls  to 2.

T h e  sem i-final on the Slade G round, 
A b b a ssia , again st the 8th R o y a l Irish  
H u ssars w as played tw o  days after the 
b o x in g  finals. Sp u rred  011 no doubt by  
the success of our b o xers, w e w o n  the 
m atch b y 6 go a ls  to 2. It  w as a dis­
appointing gam e in m any w ays— tw o  
go a ls in the first ten m inutes, then a v e ry  
lo n g and scrappy period, finally re gain in g  
our true form  and sco rin g fou r go a ls in 
the last tw en ty m inutes o f the gam e.

T h e  g ra ss  troubled our team  th ro u g h ­
out the m atch and w as certainly the cause  
of the m ajo rity of m istakes.

A n d  thus a  team  of “  giant killers ”  
reached the final, w hich w as played at 
M o asca r again st our old rivals, the R o y a l  
Sco ts F usiliers (holders for the previous  
tw o ye ars), before a crow d  of several 
thousands.

T h e  fo llo w in g is a cutting from  the 
Egyptian Mail g iv in g  an account of the 
m atch : —

“  C O M M A N D  F O O T B A L L  C U P  
F I N A L .

“  F u s i l i e r s  S o c c e r  D o u b l e ,

“  S p l e n d i d  P e r f o r m a n c e  b y  M i d d l e s e x  
R e g t .

“  C l a r g o  i n  G o o d  F o r m .

“  R . S . F . ,  1 ;  M i d d l e s e x  R e g i m e n t ,  o.

“  M O A SC A R .
“  T h e  final o f the A r m y  Com m and  

Cham pionship Cup betw een the R o y a l  
Sco ts  Fu siliers (H old e rs) and the M idd le­
se x  R eg im en t w as played off 011  ̂ S u n d ay  
afternoon and resulted in the F u siliers re­
taining the senior soccer troph y in the 
E g y p tia n  Com m and by the only g o a l  
scored.

“  It  w a s a glo riou s d ay and the event 
attracted a v e ry  la rg e  cro w d , w ho w ere  
treated to an excellent display of football.

“  E v e n  the m ost ardent supporters o f  
the M idd lesex could not place m uch hope  
in their team  beatin g the form idable  
opposition o f the R . S . F . ,  but th ey cer­
tainly lived up to the nam e of ‘ D iehards  
in this final.

“  T h e re  w a s no sco re  at the in te rva l 
and the score sheet hardly represented th e  
play, fo r the R . S . F .  had b y  far the b e st  
of the gam e, although the M id d lesex de­
fence played a splendid gam e and kept 
their opponents from  sco rin g . D u rin g  
the second half, C la rg o , the D ieh ard s’ 
go al-keep er, absolu tely covered him self 
w ith g lo ry  and saved in m agnificent style  
a penalty taken b y N eil.

“  T h e  F u silie rs ’ fo rw ard s w ere alw a ys  
dangerou s, but T a m s had an off day. 
W a lk e r w as undoubtedly the best fo rw ard  
on the field, and the w in n ing g o a l he 
obtained w as a real beauty.

“  H o w  t h e  F u s i l i e r s  W o n .

“  T h e  R . S . F .  w on  the to ss and com ­
m enced w ith the w ind in their favou r. 
T am s im m ediately set his fo rw ard s g o in g , 
Jam ieson  being' nicely stopped b y  L a w lo r . 
A fte r  a brief visit to the other end, F ro u d  
put fo rw ard  n icely fo r  Jam ieso n  and 
W a lk e r to trouble C la rg o , w ho w as v e ry  
soon after called upon to clear from  
G e o rg e . W illiam s broke up the attack  
and P earson , ra cin g  th rou gh  to the
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corner, centred finely, but D ean  sh o t wide 
w ith only C an n in g to beat. T h e  R .S . F .  
q uickly returned, but Jam ieson  w as  
robbed b y  F re sh w a te r, the ball then went 
to G e o rg e , w h o set T a m s in m otion, the 
latter fo rcin g C la rg o  to save w ith Jam ie ­
son tro u b lin g him . W illiam s then beat 
W a lk e r  in a  tussle and passed to D ean, 
w h ose g o o d  centre w as picked up by  
W a tso n , but C an n in g w as not unduly 
troubled b y his shot at go a l. F r o m  a 
free  kick, w ell placed b y  N eil, Jam ieson  
m issed a fairly easy chance. W ith  the 
F u siliers d oing m ost of the pressin g, 
T a m s g o t th ro u g h  and C la rg o  bro u g h t  
off a beautiful save at full len gth , con­
ceding a corner. T h e  kick w a s well 
taken, but the go alie  cleared w ell from
E u stace . . , ,

“  P la y  settled dow n in midfield w ith the 
F u siliers h a vin g the better of the e x ­
ch an ges, until W illiam s v e ry  neatly 
stopped Jam ieson  from  g o in g  th rou gh  on 
his ow n, and tran sferred p lay to the 
F u silie rs ’ half, this led to M izon  p assing  
to S a w , w ho n a rro w ly  m issed the g o a t  
T h e  M idd lesex continued the pressure and 
from  a free kick near the penalty line 
M izo n  placed the ball d angerou sly near 
the g o a l and C an n ing only cleared with 
difficulty. T h e  M id d le sex w ere  aw arded  
another free kick, but M izon  shot over the 
bar. T r ic k y  w o rk  b y  N eil relieved the 
pressure and T a m s passed out to Jam ie ­
son, w hose centre w as cleared b y F re sh ­
w ater. Ju st  before the interval W a lk e r  
g o t th rou gh  the defence, but w hen only  
about 8 yard s out B a ylis  cam e across and 
kicked the ball off his toe.

H a lf-tim e : R . S . F .  o ; M id d le sex o.
“  O n  resu m ing the M id d lesex g o t  

through and forced a fruitless c ° r" e r- 
Som e go o d  w ork b y the F u siliers halves  
put E u sta ce  in an excellent position but 
he shot over the b a r ; a fevwm inutes after­
w ards Jam ieson  on the other w in g  shot 
w ide T h e  ball did not, h o w ev er, g o  out 
of the M idd lesex half, and C la rg o  w as  
called upon to com e out of go a l to effect 
a brilliant save from  Jam ieson , at the 
expense of a  co rn e r; this resulted m 
W a lk e r shooting over the bar.

“  F ro m  the break aw ay, P e arson  made 
a g o o d  run and C an n ing w a s forced to  
concede a corner. T h e  ball 
about in midfield fo r a period until W a lk e r  
obtained it and made for g o a l ; b eing in­
tercepted b y L a w lo r  he passed the ball to

Jam ieso n , w ho centred. B a ylis  here  
handled the ball and stopped it from  g o in g  
into an em pty g o a l. F ro m  the resultant 
spot kick taken b y  N eil, C la rg o  m ade a 
brilliant save.

“  T h e  M id d le sex then to ok  the ball to  
the other end, but M o rris  cleared to 
G e o rg e  w ho sw u n g  the ball out to Ja m ie ­
son, after nicely trick in g F re sh w a te r, 
Jam ieso n  passed in to W a lk e r, w ho beat 
C la rg o  w ith a splendid shot. T h e  second 
half had then been in p ro g ress 26 m inutes.

“  T h is  reverse  put m ore life into the 
M idd lesex attack, and from  a spell of 
pressin g W a tso n  cam e v e ry  near obtain­
ing the equaliser, but his shot w ent just 
wide of the post. A  few  m inutes afte r­
w ards C an n in g w as pulled up fo r c a rry ­
in g and from  the free kick H e d g e s  
received the ball, but shot w ide. T h e  
F u siliers then raced alo n g to the other 
end, but Jam ieson  spoilt a g o o d  m o ve­
ment b y g e ttin g  offside. B o th  sides w ere  
trying' v e ry  hard. A  further spell of mid- 
field play to ok  place. S a w  took up a nice 
pass from  D ea n  and looked like g o in g  
th ro u g h  on his ow n , but w as nicely  
tackled b y  G e o rg e .

“  F o u r  m inutes from  the end M izon  
tried a lo n g shot w hich w as only cleared  
b y C an n in g at the expense of a corner. 
F ro m  this kick, w hich w as v e ry  w ell taken  
b y  P earson , C an n in g w as forced to punch 
a w a y  at the expense of another corner, 
w hich w as taken b y  D ean  and in the last 
m inute F le d g e s w as presented w ith  an 
open g o a l from  about 8  yard s ran ge. N eil 
flung him self desperately at the ball and 
robbed him just as the w histle blew .

“  R . S . F . — C an n in g ; M o rris , M c K im ;  
N eil (C a p t.), G e o rg e , F r o u d ; E u stace , 
D a w so n , T a m s, W a lk e r, and Jam ieson .

“  M id d le sex.— C l a r g o ; L a w lo r , B a y ­
lis ; F re sh w a te r, M izon , W illia m s; P e a r­
son, H e d g e s, W a tso n , S a w  and D ean.

“  R e fe re e : R .Q .M .S .  Y a te s  (G ren.
G u ard s).

“  A t  the term ination o f a splendid 
aftern oon ’ s football, B rig a d ie r S ir  F .  A .  
Pile (G eneral O fficer C om m anding Canal 
B rig a d e ) m ade a suitable speech com pli­
m enting the tw o  team s on their splendid  
achievem ent and asked G eneral W e y g a n d  
(form er F ren ch  C h ief of G eneral Staff) to  
present the Cup and m edals to the team s. 
T h is  he w as pleased to do, and also com ­
plim ented each m an individually.
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“  B y  kind perm ission o f L t .  C o l. O . H . 
T id b u ry, M .C .,  of the 1st  B n . M idd lesex  
R e g t.,  and L t .  C o l. B . H . B adham ,
D  S  O ., of the 1st  B n . R o y a l Sco ts  F u s i­
liers and O fficers, B and , Pipes and D rum s  
o f the tw o  R egim en ts played before the 
com m encem ent of the g a m e  and at the 
interval. T h e  M arseillaise and N ation al 
A nthem  w ere played after the presenta­
tion o f C u p  and m edals.”

*  *  *
O f the players, L . / C p l .  W a tso n , as 

captain, has th ro u gh o u t been an inspira­
tion to his side, in keenness and dash.

P te. D ean, the outstanding fo rw ard  of 
the line, has proved a to w e r of strength  
on the left w in g , and is alw a ys capable 
of pu tting the stoutest defence to rout.

P te. S a w , as inside left, is a greatly  
im proved team  player w ith g o o d  ball con­
trol. H e  has form ed, w ith P te. D ean, 
the chief g o a l-sco rin g  m achine of the side.

P tes H e d g e s and P earson  on the other 
w in g  have both d o n e  their share. T h e  
form er deserves especial praise for his un­
tirin g e n e rg y  th ro u gh o u t e ve ry  m atch.

L . / C p l .  F re sh w a te r, and P tes. M izon  
and W illiam s have all show n astounding  
im provem ent, and have held the team  to ­
gether on m any a difficult occasion. 1 he 
first-nam ed has proved him self outstand­
in g in defence, and the w a y  in w hich he 
bottled up the A r m y  left w in g  m the final 
deservedly bro u g h t him the w hole-hearted  
applause of the crow d.

T h e  backs, P tes. L a w lo r  and B a yliss, 
have show n w hat a really determ ined and 
fearless pair can do despite their oppo 
nents’ size and w eigh t. T h a t th ey w ere  
chosen to represent the A rm y  in E g y p t  
again st the R . A . F .  is pro o f enough of 
their capabilities.

Bdsn. C la rg o  m ust now  be classed as 
quite one o f the best players in the side. 
H e has becom e self-confident, and on 
each occasion has given  a really m agnifi­
cent display of go alkeep in g.

It  w ou ld  be im possible to close these 
notes w ithout reference to S e rg t . W il 
liams. H is  capable training of the team  
and unbounded optim ism  have contributed  
v e ry  la rg e ly  to our season ’ s success.

B O X I N G .
T h e  B a t t a l io n  T e a m .

A s  a result of the g o o d  perform ances  
of our b o xers at the British A r m y  in

E g y p t  Individual Com petition, w e  had a 
g o o d  chance o f ca rry in g  off the E g y p tia n  
Com m and T e a m  Cham pionship w hich we 
eventually w on  fo r the second ye a r m  
succession.

W e  realized h ow  w eak  our team  had 
been m ade, th ro u g h  the loss o f six  of the 
best b o xers w e had had in recent years. 
T h e se  men have g o n e  to the A r m y  R e ­
serve, but their places w ere  soon filled 
w ith fresh talent. T h u s  w e w'ere able 
to enter a  w ell-balanced team . W e  w ere  
fortunate to receive a  b ye in the first 
round, and fo u gh t the R o y a l S c o ts  F u s i­
liers in the second series. So m e  g o o d  
bouts w ere w itnessed, and, although some 
fights w ere “  touch and g o , ”  w e m anaged  
to w in b y  the com fortable m argin  of 
1 1  fights to 4.

T h e  Se a fo rth  H igh lan d ers w ere  our 
n ext opponents, and th ey proved to be a 
m uch harder proposition. T h e y , like our­
selves, had som e extrem ely good in­
dividual b o xers, and the fig h tin g w as  
g o o d , the b o x in g  being o f a fairly high  
standard. P te. Ston e outclassed his 
opponent and show ed g o o d  style th io u g h - 
out. T h e re  w ere  other bouts w hich w ere  
also pleasant to w atch , nam ely, B d sn. 
Cousins and P te. D o w e ll, and C p l. M a rk ­
ham . w ho outpointed the A rm y  cham pion  
in fine style. W e  eventually w on  b y  the 
n arro w  m argin  o f 8  fights to 7.

T h e  .finals ag ain st the R o y a l N o rth u m ­
berland F u siliers w ere postponed fo r a 
w eek  o w in g  to the death o f K in g  G eo rg e. 
T h is  g a v e  us a chance to m ake alterations  
and strengthen the team .

T h e  team  w as : —
Bantam -weight.— P te. Stone.
F ea th er-w eig h t. —  1st  S trin g  : B d sn.

C o u sin s; 2nd S t r i n g : P te. M u rra y.
L ig h t-w e ig h t .— 1st S t r in g : C p l. M a r k ­

h a m ; 2nd S tr in g : L . / C p l .  A lm o n d ; 3rd  
S trin g , P te. H ead . r  ,

W e lte r-w eig h t.— 1st S t r in g : L . / C p l .
E l lis :  2nd S t r in g : C p l. M c G r a d y ; 3rd  
S t r in g : L . / C p l .  P ric e ; 4th S t r in g : Pte. 
D o w ell.

M id d le -w e ig h t—  is t  S t r in g : L . / S e r g t .  
R o se b la d e ; 2nd S t r in g : P te. D e a n ; 3rd  
S tr in g : P te. W atson .

Light H eavy-w eight.— P te. H atch ett.
H eavy-w cight.— P te. H u tton .

T h is  team  beat their opponents b y 10 
fights to 5, and alth ough  it sounds a big
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m argin  b y w hich to w in a final, it w as  
ve ry  close all the w a y . O u r oldest boxer, 
H a tch ett, show ed that he is still as gam e  
as ever. N o t m any spectators realized 
that H a tch ett w as 36  years old, and w as  
a m em ber o f our team  in I 92 3 > 1 924  an 6 
19 2 5  at A ld ersh o t, w here w e w on  the 
b o x in g  at hom e. S e r g t . R oseblade  
pro ved  that he is still the best m iddle­
w eigh t in E g y p t. P te. D ean  com pleted  
the “  hat trick ”  b y beatin g his man. 
L . / C p l .  E llis  also beat a  g o o d  m an m 
his strin g and his tenacity is to be adm ired. 
Cpl. M c G ra d y  w on in g re a t style, and 
m any consider that he is one o f the few  
w ho fight w ith their head, w hile Pte. 
D ow ell w a s also too g o o d  fo r his oppo­
nent, and L . / C p l .  A lm o n d .w o n  v e ry  easily  
ag ain st a m uch taller opponent. Pte. 
H ead  and B d sn. Cousins also displayed  
go o d  w ork m an sh ip ; the latter appears to 
possess untold reserves o f e n e rg y  b y the 
w a y  he outpaces his opponents. T h e  re­
m ainder fo u gh t v e ry  hard. P tes. W a ss  
and D ra k e , w h o represented the team  in 
the earlier series, are to be com plim ented  
as g o o d  triers.

Ju st  before' w e  left E g y p t  fo r our new  
station a dinner w a s give n  in honour of 
the team ’s success. L ie u t. P eal, w h o has 
m anaged the team  throughout and w hose  
gre a t interest in this fo rm  of sport has 
go n e a lo n g w a y  to ensure our success in 
tw o  successive ye a rs, presented cups to 
L .  /S e r g t . C lark , our trainer, w ho put in 
so m uch tim e to ensure our fitness, and 
also to P tes. W a s s  and D ra k e , w ho did 
not represent us in the final, but had  
fo u gh t consistently w ell in previous years.

O w in g  to our m ove, w e  are  debarred  
from  h a vin g anyone selected to represent 
the A rm y  in the In te r-Se rvices m atches.

W e  are ju stly  proud of our success in 
E g y p t, and w e w ill no doubt do ourselves  
credit in Sin ga p o re, but w e m ust realize  
that the standard of b o x in g  in the E g y p ­
tian Com m and is not considered b y ex- 
perts as h ig h ; and in com parison with  
hom e w e have still to im prove. W e  have, 
h o w ever, the m aterial, and little fault to  
find w ith our individual perform ers. 
T h e re  are  still too m any bouts in which  
no e xch an g es really take place.

W e  hope that on arrival at Sin ga p o re  
w e m a y m eet w ith further success against  
our fresh opponents.

T h e  In te r-C o m p an y B o x in g  C om p eti­
tion w as held on the 2nd, 3rd  and 5th  
M arch , and the fo llo w in g is a brief 
account of the figh ting and re su lts : —

O n the first even ing, b egin n in g at 
6 p .m ., tw en ty-three fights w ere con­
tested, and v e r y  early in the evening it 
w a s seen that the com petitors had entered 
in the best spirit and w ere g o in g  all out. 
Sp ace  does not perm it us to g iv e  each 
fight in detail and w e can only deal w ith  
the m ore outstanding ones.

It  w as noticeable that w henever a 
n ovice cam e up ag ain st a know n b o xer  
the novices fo u g h t extrem ely w ell. T h e  
referee on num erous occasions co n g ra tu ­
lated losers on their fine perform ance as 
w ell as both contestants collectively.

T h e  first even ing finished w ith the com ­
panies as fo llo w s; “  A  ”  (S .) , 1 5 ;  “  B , ”  
1 3 ;  “  D , ”  1 3 ;  “  C , ”  1 2 ;  “  H . Q . ,”  n ;  
from  w hich it w ill be seen that the com ­
pany team s w ere fairly evenly m atched.

T h e  second even ing w a s a repetition of 
the first, and if possible even better from  
the sp ectators’ point of v iew . T w e n ty -  
tw o  fights w ere staged and exceed in gly  
w ell fo u gh t. A t  the close, the order of 
com panies stood as fo llo w s; “  A  ”  (S .) ,  
3 6 ; “  D , ”  34  H . Q . ,”  3 4 ;  “  B , ”  3 3 ;
“  C , ”  30  and in consequence the com ­
petitive spirit betw een com panies becam e  
extraordin arily keen.

T h e  even ing o f the 5th w a s set aside 
fo r the finals, and fifteen bouts w ere  
fo u gh t off. T h is  w a s indeed a go o d  
even in g’s entertainm ent and has show n us 
that w e have no lack of m aterial to a u g ­
m ent the B attalion b o x in g  team . On  
tw o  occasions during the even ing all com ­
panies w ere equal in points, and the final 
decision depended on the last tw o  fights  
of the even ing. In  fact, the last^fight of 
the evening decided w heth er “  H .Q .  
w ere to w in or d raw  w ith “  B  C om pany. 
T h e  final result w as a  draw  betw een these  
tw o  team s. “  B , ”  4 5 ;  “  H .O ..  4 5 :
“  A  ”  (S .) , 4 2 ; “  C , ”  4 0 ; “  D , ”  4° -

It  is a really rem arkable result w hen  
one considers that s ix ty  fights could re­
sult in such a draw  and w ith the other 
com panies so evenly placed.

T h e  B rig a d e  Com m ander, S ir  F red erick  
P ile, presented the prizes at the co n ­
clusion of the fig h tin g , and in his speech  
w arm ly con gratu lated all team s on their
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fine perform ances and clean figh ting. H e  
said, “ I t  is a g re a t pleasure to me to 
com e at any time to w atch sp orting events 
in the M id d lesex R eg im en t, especially 
b o x in g , as yo u  hold the best reputation  
fo r  that sport in the E g y p tia n  Com m and.

T h re e  g o o d  losers’ prizes w ere aw arded  
and the men chosen fo r this distinction  
w ere P tes. C o rn fo rd , “  D , ’ ’ D o rm er, 
“  C , ”  and C laxto n , “  A  ”  (S .).

W e  w ou ld like to place on record that 
m any others could have been chosen to 
increase this num ber had the rules per­
m itted. T h e  officials certainly had a diffi­
cult task in selection from  the available  
list.

W e  are particu larly pleased to see M a jo r  
Phillips once m ore actin g as referee, as 
w e k n o w  h ow  keen he is on this form  
of sport.

W e  now  close on a successful note until 
our arrival in S in g a p o re .”

THE M.I. IN SOUTH 
AFRICA.

T H E  fo llo w in g notes on the services of 
the M .I . D etach m ent during the 

So u th  A fric a n  W a r  w ere am on g st the 
papers o f the late P te. C .  H . T in d all, a 
notice of w hose death appears elsew here, 
and w ere kindly placed at our disposal b y  
his brother, M r. A .  W . T indall.

A  R E C O R D  O F  T H E  S E R V I C E S  
R E N D E R E D  B Y  “ C  C O M P A N Y ,  
5t h  D I V I S I O N ,  M .I . .  D U R I N G  1900, 

IÇOI, 1 9 0 2 .
T h e  M .I . detachm ent of the 2nd M idd le­

se x  R eg im en t, of w hich C  C om pany, 
5th D ivision  M .I . ,  w as com posed, w ere  
raised in A u g u s t, 1900, and cam ped at 
V o lk sru st, w here they w ere g ive n  three  
w ee k s’ training.

A b o u t the m iddle of Septem ber the 
Co m p an y w as sent to  join G eneral H ild- 
y a rd ’ s colum n at B lo o d  R iv e r, and w as  
attached to M a jo r  G o u g h ’ s Com posite  
M .I. R eg im en t, w ith w hich corps they  
w ere continually em ployed on co n vo y and 
patrol duty, com in g into contact w ith the 
B o e rs on m ost occasions, as the district 
w as v e ry  full of them.

In  O cto b e r, M a jo r  G o u g h  w as sent to 
Zulu land, and after a  v e ry  severe trek  
returned to N g u tu  and the C om p an y re­
m ained there w ith him until 26th D ecem ­
ber. W h ilst there th e y w ere em ployed  
on all the V ry h e id  co n vo ys, and to ok  part 
in the relief o f V ry h e id , after the attack  
on that post, on 12 th  D ecem ber.

N e a r  Sch eep ers N e k , d u ring this relief, 
there w a s h e a v y  fig h tin g  and the C o m ­
pany chased a p a rty  o f B o e rs, including  
Generals L o u is  B o th a , L u c a s  M e y e r and  
C h erre  E m m ett fo r  several m iles, until 
our h orses, w hich had com e som e dis­
tance, g a v e  out and the ch ase had to be 
abandoned.

W h e n  the C o m p an y left N g u tu  th ey  
ceased to be attached to G o u g h ’s M . I . ,  
and early in Ja n u a ry  th ey were_ split up, 
h alf a com p any g o in g  to V ry h e id , w here  
they rem ained fo r nearly a  ye ar. T h e  
other half-com pany w ere stationed at D e  
J a g e r ’ s D rift, and continued to form  a 
portion of the escort to V ry h e id  con voys  
w ith m ost o f the 5th D ivision  M .I . ,  m ore  
especially d u ring G eneral F re n ch  s eastern  
m ove. T h e  h alf-com pany at D e  J a g e r 's  
eventually joined H ead q u arters of the 5th  
D ivisio n  M .I . at N g u tu  and from  there  
m oved to the N kandh la district o f Zu lu ­
land, in w hich n eighbourh ood th ey re­
m ained until peace w as declared. L h e  
du ty of the R eg im en t there w a s to defend  
the border and prevent parties o f B o e rs  
raid in g the Z u lu ’ s cattle.

W h ilst stationed on the border the 
R eg im en t on m any occasions crossed into 
the T ra n sv a a l and succeeded in cap tu ring  
num erous B o e r stock, and killed m any  
B o e rs. W h e n  cam ped at Itala  th e y drove  
off the pick o f L o u is  B o th a ’ s arm y on 
26th Septem ber, 19 0 1, the attack in g force  
consisting o f betw een 2,000 and 3,00 0 m en  
and the fighting lastin g fo r nineteen hours. 
T h e  M id d lesex m en e n g a g e d  on this 
occasion w orth ily kept up the best tradi­
tions o f the 77th  R eg im en t, and drove off 
the B o e rs  from  their trenches after they  
had crept up to w ithin ten y a rd s o f them . 
T h e  result o f this action  w a s considerable, 
as the w hole o f Zululand w a s saved  from  
invasion, and p ro b a b ly N a ta l too.

Since the fight at Itala  the half-com pany  
in Zululand distinguished them selves in 
the field on several occasions. T h e  h alf­
com p an y at V ry h e id  w ere the only 
m ounted tro o p s in the g a rriso n , and a
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la rg e  am ount of arduous w o rk  fell upon  
them  in consequence. T h e  g a rriso n  w as  
com pletely isolated except w hen opened 
up b y co n vo ys e very eigh t to tw elve  
w eeks, and the w hole country round w as  
sw a rm in g w ith B o e rs, w ho n ever left their 
district, retiring to the m ountains when  
colum ns cam e along. O b servation  posts 
furnished b y  the M .I . w ere frequently 
e n g a g e d , and there w as seldom  a m ove­
m ent made fo r a  few  miles beyond the 
tow n defences w ith out opposition being  
met. Se ve ra l n igh t raids w ere undertaken  
and som e of these w ere m ost successful. 
T h e  M idd lesex M .I . w ere th ough t highly  
o f as scouts in the difficult coun try, and 
on e very occasion w hen a reconnaissance  
w as made b y the troops w ho had b rou gh t  
in a co n vo y w ere em ployed in the first 
line. T h is  h alf-co m p any left V ry h e id  in 
D ecem ber, i q o i ,  and held a line of posts 
from  H elp m akk aar to R o r k e 's  D rift and 
V a n t ’ s D rift on the B u ffalo  R iv e r  until 
after the declaration of peace.

  ®

THE 25th (RE SER V E )  
BATTALION.

T o  stand a n ’ be still, .
T o  the Birkenhead  drill,
Is  a damn to u g h  bullet to ch e w ;

A n ’ th ey done it.

'  I 'H E  obitu ary notice o f e x -P te . S p ra g -  
gett in the N o vem b er Jo u rn al recalled  

the m ining o f H .M .T .  Tyndareus  with  
the 25th  B attalion  on board.

W e  are indebted to M a jo r  H . W . M . 
S te w a rt fo r som e n ew spaper cuttings  
describing this incident.

T h e  sto ry  is indeed a stirrin g one, but, 
takin g place w hen it did, h a lf-w a y through  
the greate st w ar the w orld  has ever  
know n, it has never received the notice 
w hich is its due. -*

O n 25th  F e b ru a ry , 18 5 2 , H .M .T .  
Birkenhead  sank off D a n g e r Point 
(S im o n ’s B a y ) after strik in g rocks, and 
it is a coincidence w o rth y of note that on 
9th F e b ru a ry , 19 17 , H .M .T .  Tyndareus 
struck a G erm an mine off Cape A g u lh a s  
(S im o n ’ s B a y )  and com m enced to sink.

T h e  subsequent story of the Birkenhead  
is know n the w orld over. It  w as then  
that the fam ous order, “  W o m en  and 
children first,”  w as given , and suitably 
enough it w as the sold iers’ poet, the late 
R u d y ard  K ip lin g , w ho sum m ed up the 
co u ra ge  then displayed in the lines at the 
head of this article.

B u t the sto ry  o f the 25th  B attalion  on 
board the Tyndareus  is not so w ell known. 
B riefly the facts are as follow s. A  south­
easterly g a le  w as b low in g w hen the ship 
struck a G erm an mine and com m enced to 
sink b y  the b o w s ; so quickly indeed that 
the propellers w ere soon out o f the w ater. 
M eanw h ile, as soon as the disaster 
o ccurred the “  A sse m b ly  ”  w as sounded, 
and, to quote from  the A d m iralty report, 
e ve ry  m an paraded “  in perfect o rd e r.”  
T h e  roll w as then called, follow ed by the 
order “  Stan d  e a sy .”  It  m ust be re­
m em bered that this w as not carried out 
on the b arrack square, but on a slippery 
deck, the incline of w hich w as increasing  
e very m inute, and a shark-infested sea all 
a ro u n d !

A s  soon as the B attalion Com m ander, 
L ie u t.-C o l. Jo h n  W a rd , had addressed the 
m en, th ey struck up “  T ip p e ra ry ,”  and 
continued sin g in g fo r  h alf an hour until 
the arrival o f tw o  B ritish w arships.

T h e  A d m ira lty  report on the incident 
ran as follow s : —

“  It  is n o tew orth y that the incident took  
place not far from  the spot w here the 
Birkenhead  w as lo st; and n ever w as the 
tradition of the B ritish A r m y  m ore  
w orth ily upheld than on this occasion.

T h e  fo llo w in g telegram , addressed to 
the N a v a l C .-in -C ., Sim on stow n . stam ps 
the incident w ith the hall-m ark of fa m e : —  

“  Please exp ress to the O fficer C o m ­
m anding the 25th B attalion of the M iddle­
se x  R e g im e n t 'm y  adm iration of the con­
duct displayed b y all ranks on the occasion  
of the accident to the Tyndareus. In their 
discipline and co u ra ge  they w orth ily up­
held the splendid traditions o f the Birken­
head ever cherished in the annals of the 
B ritish  A r m y .— G e o r g e  R . I . ”

It  is not too m uch to claim  that the 
stand of the 25th  Battalion on the sloping  
decks of the Tyndareus  is w o rth y of the 
stand made b y  their predecessors o f the 
57th F o o t  on the rid g e  at A lbuh era.
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2?JBatfâIion. 
Nofes

n p H E  notes for the last Jo u rn a l w ere  
w ritten in an atm osphere of anticipa­

tion rather than realization. W e  are now  
m ore in a position to appreciate our new  
station. T h e  gre a t setback is that, situ­
ated as we are in the middle of a city, all 
collective training has to be done right  
a w a y  from  barracks, and the firing of the 
A n n u al W eapon  T ra in in g  Cou rse has to 
be carried out on B ro w n d o w n  R a n g e s, 
near G osport.

A t  the time of w ritin g, h alf the B a t­
talion are at F o rt  G om er en g age d  in the 
latter, w hile the rem ainder are preparing  
to do so, and it w ill not be until the end 
of Septem ber that the Battalion w ill be 
to ge th er in barracks for m ore than a few  
days.

O n the m orning of 4th M arch  the B a t­
talion w ere inspected b y the Colonel of 
the R eg im en t. L ie u t.-C o l. Jefferd w as  
u nfortunately ill, and the Battalion w as  
com m anded b y  M a jo r  W ollocom be. In  
the afternoon B rig .-G e n e ra l H eath pre­
sented m edals to the w inners of the 
U nited S e rv ic e s ’ Ch allenge Cup (F o o t­
ball), at the conclusion of the final, which 
w as betw een the R egim en tal team  and 
H .M .S .  Victory, and which w as w on by  
the latter. A n  account of this m atch  
appears in the football notes.

T h e re  is still some doubt as to where  
the B attalion is g o in g  for cam p, conse­
quently any com m ent in that direction is 
prem ature. C  ”  (S .)  C om p an y are 
g o in g  to W arm in ste r trom  2nd to 12th  
Ju n e for the A n n ual M achine Gun C o n ­
centration.

W e  are still not in a position to com ­
ment on our reorganization w hich takes 
place during n ext w inter. T h e  only out­
w ard sign  of the com in g ch ange is an 
increase in activity in “  C  ”  (S .)  Com p any  
and L ieu t. J a c o b ’s absence on a M echani­
cal T ra n sp o rt C ou rse at A ldershot.

O u r num bers are sadly depleted as the 
result of the draft of the 1st Battalion of 
over 160 men w hich left on 6th M arch .

L ieu t. F ish bou rn e and 2 / L ie u ts . G u d geon  
and W eed o n  accom panied the draft, and 
w e w ish  them  all the best of luck.

W e  w ould also like to take this oppor­
tunity o f w elcom ing 2 / L ie u t s . L a n g le y  
and Pullm an, w ho joined the Battalion  
from  Sand h u rst at the end o f F eb ru a ry.

C ap t. and B t. M a jo r  P ro cte r and C apt. 
W r a y  have rejoined the B attalion, the 
form er from  the D ep ot, and the latter 
from  the 7th C ity  o f Lo n d o n  R e g im e n t; 
M a jo r  N ew n h am  has also been posted to 
the B attalion, and is at present on leave. 
W e  have lost C ap t. Jo n e s, w ho has com ­
manded “  C  (S .)  C o m p an y fo r four 
years. H e  has joined the E m b ark atio n  
S taff at South am pton. C ap t. Pain is at 
present on three months* sick leave, and 
w e w ish him a quick return to health.

W ith  re g ard  to sports, the Battalion  
has made an excellent start in Portsm outh  
and especially in b o x in g  b y w in n ing the 
G irdw ood C up , in soccer by reach in g the 
final of the U nited S e rv ic e s ’ C h allenge  
Cup, and in ru g g e r  b y  the excellent record  
w hich is show n in the ru g g e r  notes.

Com panies are now  preparin g fo r the 
Battalion Sp o rts, which take place on 15th  
and 16th M a y .

In conclusion, w e w ish the 1st Battalion  
the best of luck in their new  station.

“  A  ”  C O M P A N Y .

O nce m ore w e take up pen to record  
the doings of “  A  ”  Com pany.

T h e  quarter under review  has little to 
offer, how ever. O nce again  w e raise the 
old c ry  o f sh o rtag e o f m en, and this time 
w e are m ore justified than 011 any previous  
occasion. D ra ftin g  requirem ents and 
transfers have left us shorter than ever. 
A t  the time o f w ritin g  w e are  p reparin g  
for our m ove to F o r t  G o m e r fo r the 
A . W . T . C .  and Platoon and Section  T ra in ­
in g, and if w'e are to rely on our ow n  
strength it rather looks as th ou gh  we 
shall have to confine ourselves to Section  
T rain in g.

O u r sporting activities have been few  
for the reasons outlined above. W e  w ere  
lucky to draw  a bye in the first round of 
the In ter-C o m p an y H o ck e y , but so far 
have not been able to m uster eleven men 
to play in the sem i-final again st “  G .”  
O u r “  A  team  justified our optimism in 
the M iniature Rifle L e a g u e , and w as tie- 
ing fo r top place w hen the com petition
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had to be discontinued. “  B  ”  team , also, 
w as finding its feet and returning' useful 
scores.

T o  those of our num bers w h o have re­
cently left us for the 1st  B attalion w e  
extend our farew ells and best w ishes tor 
the future.

T h e  talk these days, as w ill probably be 
noted elsew here in the Jo u rn a l, is full ol 
our coming' conversion to a  mechanized  
unit. It w ould appear that the particular 
fate reserved for us is that of scout com ­
pany. N o th in g seem s to be definite, 
how ever, and those of us w ho hope to 
spend the rest of our service dashing 
about the countryside in m otor-cars or 
astride m otor-cycles, m a y be in for a rude 
shock. L ie u t. Ja c o b  is on a D riv in g  and 
M aintenance C o u rse, and S e r g t. Coopei 
leaves us sh ortly fo r  a sim ilar course, so 
thin gs are definitely m ovin g.

C .S .M . D onald son is still at H y th e , and 
w ill return but to leave us fo r the T . A . ,  
and w e  w ish him a “  D  and the best of 
luck w ith the “  T e r r ie r s .”

“• B  ”  C O M P A N Y .

T h e  past quarter has been a time of 
disintegration as far as the C om p an y is 
concerned. T h is , of course, has been due 
to h a vin g  to contribute to the large draft 
which the B attalion  had to send to the 1st  
Battalion, and also to h a vin g several 
transfer to the A rm y  R e se rv e , and dis­
ch arge s o w in g  to som e disability or on 
com passionate grounds.

In  the In ter-C om p an y H o ck e y K n o c k ­
out w e w ere fortunate to beat “  Q  
C om p an y b y  the odd go a l. T h is  takes 
us into the semi-final ag ain st C  (b .) 
Com pany.

A t  b o x in g  w e have tried hard, and 111 
the In ter-C om p an y N o v ic e s ’ T e a m  Ch am ­
pionships w e w ere beaten b y  ”  Q  C o m ­
pany b y  tw o  points. A ll our team  w ere  
yo u ngsters, and, although they chd their 
b est,"th e “  older hands ”  of “  Q  w ere  
too m uch for them. ,

W e  congratu late L . / C p l .  H u dson on 
representing the B attalion in the On d 
w oo d  C u p  Com petition and on winning
both his fights.

A t  the present time jnost ol the C o m ­
p any are firing their A  W .T .C .  at F o rt  
G om er w here they w ill also undergo  
Section  and P latoon  T rain in g.

F iv e  of our senior N .C .O s . are attached  
to the Su p p ort C om p an y learn in g the 
m ysteries of the V ick e rs  gu n, and we 
learn that th ey will be g o in g  011 a course  
at N eth e ravo n  w ithin a m onth or so.

S e r g t. H o w s departs on a course of 
d rivin g and m aintenance in the near 
future. A ll of this is in preparation for  
the ch an ge which takes place at the end 
of the y e a r, w hen w e understand w e are  
to be the second M .G . com pany.

O u r C om p an y C om m ander is at present 
on a lo n g vacation  (three m onths sick- 
leave), and w e hope that the rest will cure  
him of his illness.

Cpl H u ll has left us to g o  011 a V o c a ­
tional T ra in in g  Cou rse at H o u n slo w . W e  
w ish him  luck in civilian life

L ie u t. P . A .  Fish bou rn e, 2 / L ie u t . M . P. 
W eedon and forty-one other ranks left 
us on 6th M arch  to join the 1st Battalion  
in Sin ga p o re. W e  w ish them bon voyage  
and g o o d  luck in their new  station. 
M an y go o d  soldiers w ent on this draft, 
and w e re g re t h a vin g to lose them , and 
can only hope that they w ill soldier as 
w ell, if not better, w hen they join their
new  unit. ,

W e  re gre t also that Cpl. G ran t anci 
L . / C p l .  L a v a le tte  have been discharged  
o w in g  to physical disability, and hope that 
th ey w ill m ake a success in their new  
sphere.

T o  close on a brigh ter note, w e are  
lookin g fo rw ard  to receivin g a draft from  
the D ep ot in Ju ly , and these, togethei 
w ith the draft which arrived in F eb ru a ry, 
will help to pull the C om p an y through  
the extra w ork  w hich the com in g ch an ge­
over will entail d u ring the w in ter months. 
In addition, w e look to these new  arrivals  
to do their bit in helping the C o m p an y  
out at sports and letting the other com ­
panies see that “  B  ”  have not g o t their 
“  tails d o w n .”

“  C  ”  (S .)  C O M P A N Y .
W e  are v e r y  so rry  to have to sa y  g o o d ­

bye to C ap t. W . H . V .  Jo n e s, w ho has 
left us fo r the Em barkation  Staff at 
Southam pton, after b eing our Com pany  
Com m ander fo r m ore than four years, 
d uring w hich period he has been an in­
spiration to the C om p an y both at w ork  
and at play. In his stead w e are ve ry  
pleased to w elcom e Capt. and B t. M ajoi 
P rocter, who has just returned from  an
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M .G . C o u rse at the S . A . S . ,  N etheravon. 
D u rin g  his absence, the com m and of the 
C om p an y has devolved upon Lieu t. 
W illo u gh b y.

T h e  projected reorganization of the 
R eg im en t into a m achine-gun battalion  
has led to a  considerable am ount of 
a ctivity  in our ranks, and w e are ve ry  
b u sy w ith classes of officers and N .C .O s .  
from  the rifle com panies, to  say nothing  
of the new  gunners w ho have been posted  
to 11s. T h em  w e w elcom e v e ry  heartily, 
and hope that they will prove adequate  
substitutes fo r those w ho have left us. 
W e  feel sure that they 'w ill  e n jo y their 
stay w ith us and w ill soon becom e  
“  V ick ers-m in d e d .”

C on gratu lations are due to S e rg t. 
P arsler on obtaining a  “  D  and to C p l. 
E a stlan d  on obtaining a “  Q . i , ”  both at 
the M achine Gun S ch o o l, thus keeping up 
the high standard of qualifications that 
w e have learned to expect. W e  hope to 
send some m ore N .C .O s . shortly, being  
the first of a veritable spate of potential 
instructors fo r the new  battalion w ho have 
had their initial training w ith us.

T h e  M iniature R a n g e  Rifle Com petition  
is suspended fo r the time being, but we  
are glad  to say that our “  A  ”  team  is 
standing at the head of the table, while 
our “  B  ”  team  is also v e ry respectably 
placed.

In the In ter-C o m p an y H o ck e y K n o ck ­
out w e drew  w ith ”  D  ”  in the first match 
of the first round, sharing tw o  go als, but 
in the replay w e em erged victorious by 
the odd g o a l in three, after a ve ry  hard- 
fo u gh t stru gg le .

In the not-so-distant future vve are  
g o in g  on safari into the unm apped ju n gles  
round F o r t  G om er and B ro w n d o w n , to 
fire our A n n ual M .G . C ourse. W e  im ­
plore the g o o d  w ishes of our brothers 
abroad, and in return w ish them the best 
of luck in their new  station.

L a t e  E x t r a .

A  “  blessed event ”  has occurred in the 
fam ily of Cpl. Payne, w ho has becom e the 
father of a fine daughter. C o n gra tu la­
tions !

“  D  ”  C O M P A N Y .

N o w  that w e have supplied the 1st B a t­
talion w ith a draft of tw enty-seven, the 
C om p an y is sadly depleted.

M a n y popular faces have left us fo r the 
tropics to keep the overw h elm in g hordes 
from  stop ping our supply of bananas.
I f  it w ere not fo r the gre a t “  H a r r y b o y ,”
“  Scra tch  ”  and num erous m inions such  
as “  T ich  and C o . , ”  I am afraid  our song  
n ext C h ristm as w ou ld  be “  Y e s , w e  have  
no b an an as.”

L . / C p l .  H in ton  and P te. K e o g h  are 
le avin g us for civilian life, as th ey are 
p u rchasing their disch arge. P tes. S tu a rt, 
F a lk , R h odes and M o rriso n  have been 
transferred to the A r m y  R e se rve . P tes. 
Glenville and ITurren have also left us, 
as they have been disch arged as m edically  
unfit. P te. H u rren  w as em ployed in the 
S e rg e a n ts ’ M ess as w aiter and silverm an  
for three and a h alf ye ars o f his fou r w ith  
the B attalion. L . / S e r g t .  B en nett is 
another old and fam iliar face that w e shall 
m iss, as he is now  at the V o c a tio n a l T ra in ­
ing Centre. W e  w ish all the above m em ­
bers of the C om p an y w ho h ave left us 
the best o f luck in their new  callin gs.

Cpl. Ston e has joined us since the last 
Jou rn al w as published, but, in his case, 
w e never kn ow  if he is g o in g  to tran sfer  
his affections back to the squad of quavers, 
saxbuts and horns. A n o th e r gre a t  
figure w ho has returned to the fold is 
S e rg t. N ash.

C on gratu lations to C .Q .M .S . T ib b ie  on 
his prom otion to C o lo u r-Serg ea n t, and  
w e w elcom e him back to “  D  ”  C om p an y. 
A lth o u g h  he has been A c tin g  C .Q .M .S .  
fo r so lon g, he has only been attached  
from  “  A  ”  C om pany.

T h e  cro ss-cou n try team  g a v e  a very- 
creditable perform ance in the In te r-C o m ­
pany C ro ss-C o u n try  R un, as they m anaged  
to g e t second place, losin g to “  C  ”  (S .)  
C om p an y by only a few  points. In  the 
h ock ey w e w ere unfortunate enough to 
lose valuable m em bers o f the team  b efore  
w e met ”  C  ”  (S .)  C o m p an y, w ho beat us 
by 2 go a ls to 1.

B A N D .

M uch w ater has flowed under L o n d o n  
B rid g e  since last our efforts appeared in 
the Jo u rn al, b rin g in g  the usual ch anges  
and surprises one usually associates with  
A r m y  life. T h e  first g o o d  im pressions  
we received of Portsm ou th , as a station, 
have been upheld to the hilt, and w e hope 
our stay w ill be a lo n g  one. T o  return  
to m atters on hand, gre a t consternation
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w as cau sed in local circles w hen, follow ­
ing the golden exam ple of the B and S e r ­
ge an t, C p l. Stretto n  w as tied for ever to 
the lig h t of his life in D ecem ber. A s  
such m atters gen erally run in cycles, we  
are trem bling am on g ourselves as to who  
shall be n e x t ! Cpl. Stone has ju st joined  
our ranks as “  attach ed ,”  and w e hope 
that his sta y  w ill be a pleasant one.

T h e  D an ce B and is now  launched in a 
businesslike m anner, and will probably be 
in gre a t dem and, as dances are ve ry  popu- 
lar here, and “  T ig e r  R a g  ”  and “  Minnie 
the M o o ch er ”  will probably take on a 
new  lease o f life.

W h a t sp orting events that have been  
held have bro u g h t a  fair m easure of 
success, both football and hock ey team s 
b ein g w ell up to scratch.

T h e  d raft to the rst B attalion contained  
quite a  few  bandsm en, and it seem s as 
if  “  L e n n ie  ”  laid his pound d ow n in vain. 
A n y w a y , th ey have our best w ishes during  
their period abroad.

A  visit from  M a jo r  A d kins, of K n e ller  
H all, is anticipated v e ry  soon, but, alas, 
o u r lads are ve ry  fa r from  their lutes and  
h arps. Instead they are trippin g it 
m errily am id sundry pots and pans and 
boiler-houses, e tc., and o f course it is all 
v e ry  g o o d  experience, but hardly con­
ducive to g o o d  playin g.

C o n gratu latio n s m ust be offered to  
L ./ C p l .  Phillips on his appointm ent, and  
it is p leasing to note that both he and  
L . / C p l .  H o g g  did w ell on the Cadre.

In conclusion, w e w ish our friends of 
the 1st B attalion  all the best, and hope  
they find Sin ga p o re  as pleasant as w e do 
Portsm outh.

N . B . — A n s w e r s  t o  R e a d e r s :  N o ,
“  yo u n g  hands ”  do not practise from  8 
till 9 p .m .; the disturbance yo u  speak of 
is probably O sca r w ith the piano- 
accordian.

D R U M S .
A n n u al fu rlough has once again  com e  

and gone. T h e  D rum m ers had their 
usual breaking-up party. O n this occa­
sion w e held it at the “ Plym outh C e lla rs.”  
A h , could it have been the dear old 
“  M erm aid ” ! W e  have noth ing to re­
late of our prow ess at sports excep t for 
an occasional knock-about w ith the Band.

F o u r  of our num ber left us for the 
M y stic  E a s t  on 6th M arch , nam ely, P a g e ,

Collis, W ise  and M artin . W e  w ish them  
all the ve ry  best of luck in their new  
atm osphere.

T h e  D ru m -M a jo r and the D rum m ers  
entertained the draft to a show  at the  
Portsm outh H ipp odrom e and som e “  re ­
freshm ents ”  afterw ard s on the evening  
before th ey left us, and P a g e ’s request 
fo r a “  pound out o f the till ”  caused quite 
a ripple o f m errim ent. B u t his request 
w as not granted.

W e  all had a v e ry  enjoyable evening, 
and take this opportunity o f thanking  
those responsible fo r its organization. 
W e  hope that w e have a few  m ore of 
these.

A t  present w e are on the v e rg e  of 
m o vin g to F o r t  G om er fo r  the A . W . T . C .  
F o u r of our num ber have already gone  
there, and from  the accounts of the place  
w hich they b rin g over to us e very other 
evening, our ideas o f the place are “  not 
so g o o d .”

W e  have heard that the B and and 
D ru m s are tak in g part in the T id w o rth  
T a tto o  this ye ar. Su ch  is fam e. One  
m em ber hopes that there is not a “  black  
buck ”  in the show , w hile another hopes 
we w ear w ig s. W h y ?

T h e  D ru m s have taken over R egim en tal 
and G arrison  em ploym ents o w in g to the  
sh o rtag e o f duty men in the B attalion. 
T h e  N .C .O . i / c  D in in g H all looks about 
ten  ye ars older since his staff has been  
com p osed of all drum m ers. N o , B e n ! 
T h e  butter m achine is not a “  tom m ie  
g u n ,”  and you  do not pass form s out 
th ro u g h  the w indow s before you  open 
them . B u t, in spite of our now  ve ry  
sm all num bers, w e are still c a rryin g  on.

B e fo re  closin g dow n, w e should like to 
co n gratu late  D m r. W eb ste r on his v e ry  
fine show  in the last N o v ic e s ’ B o x in g  
M eetin g. B u t it is not true that he re ­
m arked to the ju d g e. “  Ju st w atch me, 
p a l.”

S I G N A L S .

E ig h t  of our num ber sailed w ith the 
draft on 6th M arch , and w e w ish them  
the best of luck w ith the 1st Battalion.

W e  w ho are left are g e ttin g  dow n to  
serious w ork  under L ./ C p l .  O ’ D oh erty. 
L e ctu re s  and readin gs fill in m ost of the 
pro gram m e, and w e live in hopes of g o o d  
results w hen Classification com es round  
again.
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A s  far as football is concerned, our only 
gam e resulted in a 4— o w in, but w e do 
not count this, as our opponents w ere on 
the sm all side, and— w ell, th a t’s all there  
is about it.

L . / C p l .  R o se  is still on his course and 
seem s to be m aking stead y p rogress. 
B e st o f luck, old son.

W e  have no m edals to present, as no 
one has done an yth ing of note lately. 
G ettin g lazy, I  think, or perhaps sprin g  
has som eth ing to do w ith it.

W e  hear that L . / C p l .  M a c k a y  is 
com in g back to us, and w e extend a hearty  
w elcom e to him and hope he soon falls 
into the old run o f things.

W e  w ish our opposite num bers of the 
1s t  B attalion the best of luck in their new  
station, and to all our readers a m erry  
life and a short one (w ho w an ts to g r o w  
o ld ?).

W e  are v e ry  so rry to hear that L ./ C p l .  
P easley is seriously ill, and w ish  him a 
speedy recovery.

E M P L O Y E D  G R O U P .
H u llo, everyb o d y, this is the “  C ra zy  

W a te r  C ry sta l ”  pro gram m e, broadcast 
on a w ave -len g th  of thirteen hundred and 
fou r m etres— at least, that is w hat 
“  A rc h ie ’ s ”  w ireless seem s to be alw a ys  
sayin g , and, believe m e, h alf the G roup  
seem to be g o in g  cra zy  accord in g to their 
perform ances at a recent C o rp o ra ls ’ 
dance, w hich w ere due, in fact, to “  C ra zy  
W a te r  ” — excellent stuff!

A s  re gard s sport, w e have not done as 
w ell as expected, o w in g  to the fact that 
m ost o f our G roup have reached the “  old 
soldier ”  stag e , or at least th ey g iv e  us 
that im pression.

W e  m ust con gratu late  L ./ C p l s .  Irons  
and Islip, and Ptes. R eeder, Phillips and 
T y le r  on representing the G roup in the 
In ter-C o m p an y N o v ic e s ’ Com petition, and 
w ith the help o f the D ru m s w e m anaged  
to rom p hom e victors. H a rd  luck, 
"  C  ”  ( S . ) !

Ptes. Bennett and T y le r  represented the 
Battalion in the B rig ad e  Inter-U nit  
K nock -ou t and w on som e ve ry  hard 
fights, and w e feel that the form er one 
of these years will becom e an A rm y  cham ­
pion. K eep  it up, B e n !

W e  have lost L ./ C p l .  D u H eaum e to 
the 1st B attalion. W e  w ish him the best

o f luck in his new  sphere o f life, and 
w elcom e L ie u t. Pilley, w ho is our new  
Q u arterm aste r; his presence with the 
E m p lo yed  G ro u p  is one of lo n g standing, 
and w e w ish him the best o f luck.

B O Y S .
H a v in g  spent about six  m onths at this 

naval p o rt, w e are  alm ost as “ se a w o rth y ”  
as the a v e ra g e  citizen. T h e re  is no doubt 
about the benefit w e are g a in in g  b y livin g  
so n ear to the sea. A lm o st e ve ry  day 
w e g e t an opp ortunity to e n jo y som e  
v ig o ro u s sports train in g on the sea front. 
Is  the time w a ste d ? N o , a thousand  
tim es n o ! W e  have proved that b y our 
recent successes at various sports.

W e  had four entries in the B o y s ’ 
w eigh ts o f the B rig ad e  B o x in g  on 18th  
and 19th F e b ru a ry , and tw o o f them  w on  
their w e ig h t s ! W e  co n gratu late  B o y s  
Bu rrell and Ceaton on w inning the B o y s ’ 
feath er-w eigh t and lig h t-w e igh t respec­
tively. T h e  points they earned w ere  
alm ost invaluable to the B attalion team , 
w hich, w e are proud to say, w on  the 
G ird w ood  Cup. Com plim ents are due to 
all those w ho w ere responsible for g iv in g  
the B attalion such a go o d  start in the new  
station.

B o y s  R ed d in g  and S tre at prou dly repre­
sented the B attalion in the South ern  
Com m and A re a  C ro ss-C o u n try  C om peti­
tion. Y e s !  T h e  B o y s  are certainly  
finding their places in the R egim en t.

T h e  appointm ent of N .C .O . i / c  B o y s  
has again  ch anged hands. T h is  time 
L . / C p l .  Phillips, w hom  w e con gratu late  
on his recent prom otion, succeeds Cpl. 
Stretton . T h e  latter has lately “  taken  
unto him self a w ife ,’ ’ and he e xpects to 
“  live happily ever a ft e r . ’ ’ Still, w e will 
not let our arm chair criticism s prevent us 
from  heartily co n gra tu latin g him and  
M rs. Stretton . W e  w ish them  both the 
best o f luck.

O u r tunes are b eing m odernized. T h e  
flute players are n ow  “  breezin g up 
“  R id in g dow n the Su nset T ra il ”  and 
“  L ig h ts  o u t.”  W e  hope th ey respond 
to the D ru m -M a jo r ’ s am bitious specula­
tion.

In conclusion, w e w ish all readers the 
best of luck, and hope they are  h a vin g as 
g o o d  a time as w e are.

J u v e n i l e .
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S E R G E A N T S ’ M E S S .

W e  have lost quite a few  m em bers 
since our last notes, and also gained a 
fe w , and w e hope the fo llo w in g list does 
not om it a n y : —

C .Q .M .S .  Jo n e s w as disch arged from  
V o catio n al T ra in in g  in Ja n u a ry  la st; we 
w ish him  e very success in civilian life. 
W e  should also like to w ish C .S .M . C o o k  
the best of luck. H e  w as disch arged in 
Ja n u a ry , and, alth ough  he has been with  
the T errito rials fo r som e tim e, w e have  
not fo rgo tten  him. C .S .M . D onaldson  
has left us, in the first instance fo r a 
course at H y th e , and he is then proceed­
ing to the 9th B attalion to relieve C .S .M .  
Sim m onds, w ho is co m in g back to us. 
T h e  g o o d  w ishes of the M ess g o  with  
C .S .M . D onald son  and his fam ily.

L . / S e r g t .  R am sd en  has proceeded to 
Sin ga p o re  to join the 1st  Battalion, and 
L . / S e r g t .  Bennett has left the Battalion  
to g o  on V o catio n al T ra in in g . T h e  best 
of luck to them  both.

W e  w elcom e S e r g t . H o w s  to the M ess  
again  on his re join ing the B attalion from  
the R egim en tal D ep ot, and w e are ve ry  
g lad  to see S e rg t . G reen back again.

T h e  con gratu lations of the M e ss g o  to 
C .Q .M .S .  T ibbie  on his prom otion, and  
to S e rg t . Jen kin s 011 h is; also to S e rg t. 
W rig h t, the O rd erly R o o m  C lerk, on his 
m arriage.

W e  have little to record in the vvay of 
social activity, the only event of im por­
tance b ein g the first of our dances at 
Portsm outh. T h is  w a s held on the third  
F rid a y  in F e b ru a ry  and w as a ve ry  well- 
organized and enjoyable evening. T h e  
num ber of visitors w ho accepted the invi­
tations far exceeded all expectations, and 
it needed a ve ry  plausible and delicately 
expressed a p o lo g y on the part of 
C .Q .M .S .  F ran k lin , on behalf of the 
M ess, to explain the rather p oor display 
of w hist-drive prizes available fo r selec­
tion. H o w e v e r, w e shall kn ow  w ho to 
expect next tim e, and the C om m ittee will 
m ake arrangem ents accord ingly. W e  
shall be h a vin g the w hist drives and 
dances m onthly now . until the v e ry  light 
e venings m ake them im practicable.

W e  are ve ry  busy lookin g round fo r a 
place in Portsm outh in w hich to hold the 
A n n u al A lbu h era Ball. F o r  various  
reasons, the choice of ballroom s available  
is v e ry  lim ited. H o w e v e r, there is little

doubt that a suitable place will be found, 
and w e shall hold the ball. W e  shall be 
ve ry pleased to see all our old friends from  
the D ep ot, T . A . ,  etc., present there.

T h e  Battalion _is grad u a lly  b ein g split 
up, and already there are several M ess  
m em bers at F o r t  G om er for the A n n ual 
W .T .  C ourses.

c
R U G B Y .

R esu lts since C h ristm as : —

1 S T  X V .  
v. R .E .  (G o sp o rt), w on  9— o. 
v. 4th M edium  B rig a d e , R . A . ,  w on 9— o. 
v. U nited Se rvices, Portsm outh, lost 

0— 10.
v. A  19th Lo n d o n  R eg im en t X V ,  lost 

0— 4.
v. R . A . F . ,  L e e-o n -So le n t, w on  5 — o.

2N D  X V .
v. 1s t  M edium  B rig a d e , R .A . ,  drew' 3 — 3. 
v. 1st M edium  B rig ad e , R .A . ,  w on 9— 0. 
v. R .A . O .C . ,  lost o— 14.

S u m m ary of seaso n ’ s m atches ; —
1st X V .— P layed , 1 6 ; w on, 1 2 ;  lost, 4 ; 

points for, 1 7 7 ;  points again st 59.
2nd X V .— Played, 10 ; w on , 8 ;  draw n, 

I ;  lost, 1 ;  points for, 8 0 ; points against, 

2 3 -

T h e  second half of our season w as 
unfortunately ve ry  la rg e ly  curtailed by 
circum stances over w hich w e had no con­
trol. T h e  fu rlo u g h  season did not finish 
until the third w eek in Ja n u a ry , and then 
the death of H is M a je sty  K in g  G e o rg e  V  
caused the cancellation of three w eeks' 
football. In addition, the inability of 
som e o f our opponents to raise a side at 
all caused further m atches to be cancelled. 
Consequently, our 1st  X V  has played only 
five m atches since D ecem ber, and our 
2nd X V  only three.

W h a t football w e have had has been 
m ost enjoyable. W e  have had tw o  m ost 
enjoyable ga m es w ith the R o y a l E n g in ­
eers at G o sp o rt, and the 4th M edium  
B rig ad e , R .A . ,  at Ch ristch urch , both of 
w hich resulted in a victo ry  by 9 points to 
nil. W e  w ere then lu cky enough to be 
able to rearran g e our m atch w ith the 
U nited Se rvices w hich had been cancelled. 
T h e y  paid us the com plim ent of turning- 
out w hat w as virtu ally their best side, 
and beat us b y 2  go a ls to nil, after an 
excellent gam e fo rw ard , w here our scrum
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show ed a w elcom e im provem ent in 
heeling.

O n the Su nd ay after the E n g la n d  and 
Scotlan d m atch w e played a X V  which 
w as v e ry  kindly raised by the 19th Lon d on  
R eg im en t, at E w e ll. T h e  scratch X V  
contained a la rg e  contingent from  the 1st 
X V s  of Blackh eath , R ichm ond and R o ss-  
lyn P ark , and defeated us by a dropped  
go a l to nil after an open and m ost e n jo y­
able gam e. ’ I t  is hoped to m ake this

M arch . H e  has been unlucky in the w ay  
of injuries here this season, but has 
played one or tw o  excellent gam es, and 
w e 'h o p e  to see him p layin g a b ig  part in 
the r u g g e r  of the 1st B attalion at S in g a ­

pore- 1
T h e  feature ol our team  s play since 

C h ristm as has been the g re a t im prove­
ment show n by L ./ C p l s .  M ules and W il­
liams at back and hooker resp ectively ; 
both w ere distinctly disappointing at the

yt'now ■ «M s »«*  t r  jw w ,

U N IT E D  S E R V I C E S  (P O R T S M O U T H ) t). 2 nd B A T T A L IO N  T H E  M ID D L E S E X  
R E G I M E N T  (D .C .O .).

P O R T S M O U T H , 11 th  M A R C H , 19 3 6 .
Standing — Pte. Short. J .  G  .Clivecall. L./Cpl. Trotobas. Pte. Eyles. 2/Ueut. J .  W . G. Ormiston. 2/Lieut. T . G . Symes.

L./Cpl. Mules. Lieut. G. 0 . Porter.
Sealed.—Sergt. Jenkins. Pte. Kent. Lieut. E . J .  Unwin. Lieut. G . P. L . Weston. a/Lieut. C. M. Beath. L./Cpl. Rawhnsou. 

L./Cpl. Williams.

fixture an annual one, for not only does 
it provide the b ack grou n d  for a very  
pleasant w eek-end, but also the chance  
of w atch in g the international m atch and 
learning a few  tips by p layin g against  
first-class L o n d o n  club players.

W e  w ound up the season by playing the 
R .A . F .  at L e e-o n -So le n t. w here w e won  
by 5 points to nil.

W e  w ere so rry to lose 2 / L ie u t.  
G udgeon w ith the draft to Sin ga p o re  in

start of the season, but have im proved  
beyond all recognition.

I f  only w e can drill our pack to hook  
the ball both in the tigh t and in the loose 
n ext season, and find a  scrum -half who  
can throw  out a lo n g  and accurate pass, 
w e should be able to g o  a lo n g w a y  in 
the A rm y  Cup.

B e fo re  closin g w e m ust congratu late  
the 2nd X V ,  under the inspiration of 
Cpl. M arsh all, w ho did not low er their



486 T H E  D IE -H A R D S

colours till the last m atch o f the year, 
w hen they to ok  on the ist X V  fixture  
ag ain st the R .A . O .C . ,  and lost after a 
v e ry  plucky fight, w ith but fourteen men 
after the first ten m inutes’ play.

T h e  new  Battalion “  C olou rs ”  this 
ye a r w e r e : 2 / L ie u t . O rm iston, L ./ C p l s .  
W illiam s, E y le s , T ro to b a s and M ules.

A n d  now  “  au revoir ”  until next 
season, and m ay it be as successful as the 
one w e have just com pleted.

F O O T B A L L .

T h ere w ere no football notes in the last 
issue of the Jou rn al o w in g to there being 
no com petitive football in C olch ester 
before leavin g for Portsm outh, w ith the 
exception of the first round of the A rm y  
Cup, w here as usual w e failed to advance  
any farther. W e  w ere p layin g again st  
the R .A . ,  Sh oebu ryn ess, at hom e, and 
w e lost b y o go a ls to 2. A t  half-tim e  
there w as no score, and ju st after the 
kick-off of the second half L . / C p l .  D e ­
laney m et with an accident and w as taken 
to hospital. T h is  ap peared,to disorganize  
the team . W e  hope that in the future 
w e shall be able to g e t farther than the 
first round.

O n  arrival at Portsm outh our first 
m atch w as again st the R . A . F . ,  G osp ort, 
in the first round of the U nited Se rv ice s ' 
C h allenge Cup at G osp ort, and on a v e ry  
w ind y day w e drew  w ith them  1— 1. O n  
the fo llo w in g M o n d ay w e replayed them  
at Portsm outh on N o . 1 U .S .  grou nd , 
and the team , p layin g splendidly, beat the 
R . A . F .  by 3  go a ls  to o.

In  the sem i-final of the sam e com peti­
tion w e m et the R o y a l M arines at Pitt 
Stre et, and the team , p layin g splendidly, 
o ver-ran the R o y a l M arin es, w ho w ere  
know n to be a form idable team , b y the 
la rge  score of 1 1  g o a ls  to 1, thereby  
creating a record in a sem i-final o f this 
com petition. L ./ C p l .  D elan ey scored  
eight goals.

T h e  final w as played at F ra tto n  P ark , 
Portsm outh on 4th M arch . A t  half-tim e  
there w as no score and w e had hopes, 
but after a v e ry  soft g o a l fo r H .M .S .  
Victory, our opponents ran out victors  
b y 5 go a ls to o, and w e cam e a w a y  a very  
disappointed team.

In the first round of the U nited S e r ­
v ic e s ’ C h allenge Cup w e received a bye. 
In the second round we. played H .M .S .

D olphin  and w on by 3  g o a ls  to 1. In the 
sem i-final we m et the R ifle B rig ad e  and 
beat them by 2  g o a ls  to 1. In the final, 
w hich w a s played on N o . 1 U .S .  grou nd  
on 18th M arch , w e m et H .M .S .  Excellent. 
T h is  team  had had a hard jo b  to g e t into 
the final. T h e y  had to play the R o y a l 
M arines tw ice  before there w as a decision, 
and after e xtra  time th ey beat them by 
3  g o a ls  to 2. O u r scouts had w atched  
these gam es, and on the play everyone  
said that the cup w as as g o o d  as ours, 
but again  the fates w ere again st us, and 
after d raw in g at half-tim e with no score  
w e finally lost b y o g o a ls  to 2. It w as the 
team ’s ow n fault that w e lo st; they played  
as though it w as the first m atch o f the 
season, and our follow ers w ere ve ry  dis­
appointed.

B e fo re  le avin g Colch ester w e ag ree d  to 
participate in the U nited S e rv ic e s ’ L e a g u e , 
D ivisions I and I I ,  and to take over the 
fixtures of the Y o r k  and L a n ca ste r R e g i­
ment. T h e y  left us a n asty le g a cy  in 
D ivision  I :  played 5, w on 1, lost 4 ; and 
as there are only 16  gam es in this division  
w e could not hope to w in it, but w e have  
been doing our best and up to the time 
of w ritin g w e have played 8, w on 4, drawn  
1, and lost 3. W e  have three m atches to 
play and hope to be in the first three, after  
arrivin g here at the bottom  of the league.

O u r second team  w ere entered for 
D ivision II ,  and they have been playing  
fairly w ell, h a vin g  played 14  m atches, 
w on 7, draw n 3 , and lost 4.

W e  hope that before n ext season we  
shall g e t som e likely talent from  the 
D ep ot to take the place of those w ho are 
g e ttin g  too old to play.

O u r g o o d  w ishes g o  to the ist  Battalion  
team s, and w e hope that w hen they arrive  
at Sin ga p o re  they w ill have plenty of 
football.

H O C K E Y .

In the latter half of the season only 
three m atches w ere played.

T h e se  three m atches w ere again st the 
R o y a l M arines, the Rifle B rig ad e , and the 
last w as in the third round o f the A rm y  
Cup. In the first tw o gam es w e fielded 
our stron gest B attalion team  in prepara­
tion for the A rm y  C u p ; in both cases we 
w on, the scores being 4— 1 and 3— 1 
respectively.
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T h e  third, and for us the last, round of 
the A r m y  C up , in w hich we m et the G reen  
H o w ard s, proved to be rather an adven­
ture. Lieu t. F .  M . E llio tt, R .N . ,  ve ry  
kindly arran g ed  for the hock ey team  to be 
taken by his destroyer, H .M .S .  Am bus­
cade, to Portland . It  turned out to be 
one o f the rough est days of the year, but 
only tw o of the team  felt at all uncom ­
fortable.

H a v in g  arrived, w e had to w ait tw o  
days before w e could play, as the grou nd s  
w ere out of play. H o w e v e r, w hen we  
w ere able to play w e had easily our best 
gam e of the season, and it lasted three 
hours.

T h e  G reen H o w a rd s w ere the first to 
score, the ball rolling slo w ly over the line 
from  a scrim m age in front o f the goal 
after about a quarter o f an h o u r’s play. 
T h is  w as the only score in the first half.

A b o u t ten m inutes after the start o f the 
second half L ieu t. E .  J .  U n w in  scored to 
equalize, and a few  m inutes later the 
G reen H o w ard s scored their second go al. 
T o w a rd s the end o f the second half 
2 / L ie u t . J .  G . Sy m e s equalized ag ain , and 
the score rem ained, in spite o f extra time 
and a decision to play until the first go al. 
T h e  um pires stopped the gam e w hen the 
light w as failing, after nearly three hours 
of play, and ordered a replay.

T h e  replay took place the fo llo w in g day 
and w e w ere beaten 3— o after a com p ara­
tively slow  gam e.

O w in g  to the sh ortage of grou nd s here 
w e have m arked out the barrack square  
fo r h ockey, and a large num ber of 
friendly gam es within the Battalion have  
been played.

C R O S S - C O U N T R Y  R U N N I N G .

S e a s o n  19 35-36 .
T h e  activities in this sport d u ring the 

past season have been g re a tly  restricted. 
One reason fo r this w as the m ove to a 
new  station, w here suitable cou n try for 
training a cro ss-cou n try team , within easy 
reach of barracks, is extrem ely limited. 
A n o th e r reason w as the paucity of 
m aterial, o w in g  to the la rg e  num ber of 
men w ho w ent abroad w ith the draft.

T h e  usual M o n d ay runs fo r everyone  
under the a g e  of thirty have been held 
fairly re gu larly  throughout the season, a

tw o-m ile course h a vin g been m arked out 
011 Sou th sea Com m on.

T h e  In te r-C o m p an y R u n  w as held on 
17th F e b ru a ry  over a course o f about four 
miles on So u th sea Com m on. “  C  ”  (S .)  
C o m p an y w ere first w ith a score o f 268  
points, and “  D  ”  C o m p an y second, less 
than 50 points behind. C p l. D a y  w as  
first m an in.

O n 3rd  M arch  the B attalion team  ran  
again st the ist  B n . T h e  R ifle B rig a d e , but 
w ere defeated b y 7 8  points. T h e  B a t­
talion team  ran in the Sou th ern  Com m and  
Cham pionship, held at T id w o rth  on 10th  
M arch . T h e  race w as over a v e ry  stiff 
course o f seven m iles, and w as the v e ry  
reverse of the cou n try to which the B a t­
talion team  w ere used, so they did well 
to com e in sixth out of the nine team s  
com peting. Pte. B a g g s  and Cpl. D a y  
ran v e ry  w ell indeed to com e in 17th  and 
18th respectively. W e  have hopes of 
doing much better next year.

B O X I N G .

Since the B attalion  has been stationed  
at Portsm outh only tw o b o x in g  m eetings  
have been held. F irs t  the N o v ic e s ’ T e a m  
Com petition, held on 10th and n t h  F e b ­
ru ary, and second, the 9th In fa n try  
B rig a d e  In ter-B attalion  Cham pionships  
fo r the G ird w ood  Cup.

T h e  N o v ic e s ’ T e a m  Com petition p ro ­
duced som e v e ry  keen and enthusiastic 
b o x in g , “  0  ”  C o m p an y being the w in ­
ners. “  O  ”  C o m p an y defeated “  B  
C om p an y in the sem i-final, and “  C  ”  (S .)  
C om p an y in the final. “  C  ”  (S .)  C o m ­
pany defeated “  D  ”  C o m p an y in the sem i­
final and lost b y 12  points to 1 5  in the 
final.

T h e  b o x in g  on the w hole w as w ell up 
to n ovices’ standard, and w hat the com ­
batants lacked in skill they m ade up for 
in enthusiasm .

T h e  G ird w ood  C up , fo r w hich all the 
battalions in the B rig a d e  com peted, w as  
fo u gh t on 18th and 19th F e b ru a ry . T h e  
B attalion team  fo u gh t v e ry  w ell th ro u g h ­
out and carried off the cup. T h e  ist  Bn. 
T h e  G reen H o w a rd s w ere second 7  points 
behind.

T h e  w hole team  is to be congratulated  
on pu ttin g up an excellent show . A t  the
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end o f the lirst d a y ’ s b o x in g  w e had no 
less than nine out of eleven o f the team  
in the finals, and tw o  in the B o y s ’ w eigh ts. 

T h e  finals saw  us w ith seven w in n e rs : 
P te. G ro g a n  and L . / C p l .  H u d so n : 1st  

and 2nd strin g feather-w eigh t.
P tes. Bennett and T y le r :  1st and 2nd  

strin g w elter-w eigh t.
L . / C p l .  S ta n to n : h e avy-w e igh t.
B o v s Ceaton and B u r r e ll: B o y s ' lig h t­

w eigh t and feath er-w eigh t respectively.
T h e  final placin gs and points fo r the 

G ird w o od  Cup w ere  : —
1. 2nd B n . T h e  M id d lesex R e g t. ... 44
2. 1st B n . T h e  G reen H o w a rd s ... 37
3. 1st B n . T h e  R ifle B r i g a d e ................  33
4. 2nd B n . T h e  Q u een’ s R o y a l R e g t. 20 

T h is  ye a r w e  entered four o f the B a t­
talion team  for the A r m y  Cham pionships, 
held at the A lb e rt H a ll from  3rd  to 6th 
M arch.

L . / C p l .  L o w e  (bantam -w eight) drew  a 
bye in the first series and lost to S e rg t. 
C allagh an . i6 th /5 th  L a n ce rs, in the 
second. L o w e  put up a v e ry  g o o d  fight 
and has the satisfaction of kn o w in g that 
he lost to the ultim ate w inner of his 
w eigh t.

L ./ C p l .  M o rle y  (ligh t-w eigh t) lost to 
C p l. Collins, 2nd K in g ’ s R eg im en t. C o l­
lins w as runner-up in the w eigh t.

P te. G ro g a n  had a ve ry successful 
m eeting, in w hich he defeated three oppo­
nents, eventually fallin g to one o f the 
finalists.

Pte. Bennett (w elter-w eigh t) also  
reached the fourth series, in which he 
only lost on points after a hard fight to 
L . / C p l .  S p ie rs, D orsetshire R egim en t. 
Sp iers w on his w eig h t and has since been 
runner-up in the A m ateu r C h am p io n sh ip s; 
he adm itted after his fight with Bennett 
that it w as one o f the hardest he had ever 
had.

A ll the b o xers deserve the highest 
praise for their figh ting, and w e hope to 
see som e of them as finalists n ext year.

It has been im possible to run the Open  
Individual and T e a m  C om petitions y e t: 
these it is hoped w ill be held w hen the 
B attalion is in cam p. L a c k  of men and 
h alf the B attalion at F o rt  G om er are  
la rg e ly  responsible for the postponem ent 
of these m eetings.

T o  sum up, the b o x in g  since C hristm as  
has been m ost prom ising, and the success

o f the B attalion team  in the G irdw ood  
C u p  is a  g o o d  om en fo r n ext season.

T h e  fo llo w in g received their B o x in g  
“  C olou rs ”  fo r  the season I935"3^ : 

L ./ C p l s .  Stan ton, L o w e , M o rle y  and 
H u dson, and P tes. Bennett, T y le r  and 
G ro g a n .

 ----------------- <5>

REGIMENTAL  
ASSO CIATION  NOTES.

PR O C E E D I N G S  of an  E x e cu tiv e  C o m ­
m ittee M e etin g, held at the L ib ra r y , 

C entral L o n d o n  R ecru itin g Zone, W h ite ­
hall, on 29th Ja n u a ry , 1936 .

E x e c u t i v e  C o m m i t t e e .

In  accordance w ith  R u le  V  1 (a) the 
C olon el of the R eg im en t has nom inated  
M a jo r  P . H . G ra ve s, D .S .O ..  to be e x ­
officio m em ber representing the 6th B a t­
talion.

P r e se n t: —
C ol. A .  M . O . A n w y l P assingh am , 

O  B  E  D . L .  (C h airm an), C o l. M . 
B ro w n e, M .C .,  L ie u t.-C o l. W . W . Jefferd. 
L ie u t.-C o l. C . P . R oo k e , D .S .O .,  L ieu t.- 
C ol W  H . Sam uel, M a jo r  R . A .  Slee, 
C ap t. S .  F .  W . M . del C o u rt. M .C .,  C ap t.
H . E .  F o ste r , C ap t. J .  G . E .  R eid , C ap t.
C . T .  W h in nev, M .C .,  L ie u t. W . C - 
N ew to n , R .S .M . D a v is , C .Q - M .S .  H ills, 
M r. R . E .  E v a n s , D .C .M .,  M r. F .  E .  
H olm es, and C ap t. F .  A .  L .  L a w re n c e  
(S ecre tary).

B e fo re  business w as discussed, the 
C h airm an read a copy o f the teleg ram  of 
condolence w hich had been sent to the 
C olon el-in -C hief on behalf of all ranks of 
the R eg im en t, past and present, and also  
a cop y of the reply thereto. H e  then  
called upon all present to stand fo r  a few  
m om ents in silence as a tribute of respect 
for his late M a je sty  K in g  G e o rg e  V .

A p o lo g ie s.— A p o lo g ie s  for non-attend­
ance w ere received from  B rig .-G e n e ra l 
R . J .  R o ss  and L ie u t.-C o l. G . L .  B ro w n .

M inutes o f Last M eeting.—T he  minutes 
of the last m eeting w ere read and passed. 
D u rin g  the readin g, the Chairm an took  
the opportunity to explain the delay in 
erecting the tw o  additional C o ttag e  
H o m e s, which w as caused b y the term s 
of the deed of trust, w h ereb y the funds 
w ere vested in the C h arity  Com m issioners,
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w hose sanction had first to be obtained. 
H e  reported that the m atter w as now  in 
the hands o f the A sso ciatio n ’ s H o n . 
Solicitors.

Cenotaph Parade .— T h e  question of the 
Cenotaph parade, which had been referred  
from  the A n n u al G eneral M eetin g w ith  
the ruling that no financial responsibility 
could be accepted b y  the A sso ciatio n , w as  
then discussed. T h e  unanim ous view  w as  
that the parade had been a v e ry popular 
event, but for that ve ry  reason it w as felt 
that to m ake it an annual event w ould  
destroy its special appeal, and invest it 
w ith a quality o f routine. It  w as, there­
fore. unanim ously decided that there 
w ou ld be no parade in 19 36 .

H on. Secretary’s R ep o rt .— T h e  H on . 
S e c re ta ry 's  report for the past quarter w as  
considered, and it w as decided that a sum  
o f £ 1 5 0  be allocated fo r the relief of 
necessitous cases during the quarter end­
in g  3 1s t  M arch , 1936 .

Old Comrades' D inner.— It w as unani­
m ously decided that the arrangem ents for 
the O ld C o m rad es' D inn er w ill in general 
be as fo r  last year, i.e .,  to be held at 
H ead q u arters, 1s t  C ity  o f L o n d o n  R e g i­
ment. at 7 .3 0  p .m ., and that the price w ill 
be three shillings.

It is notified fo r  gen eral inform ation  
that the U n ited Se rvices C o rp s is again  
open for recruiting.

T h e  present stren gth  o f the C o rp s is 
ap proxim ately 1,20 0 , but o w in g  to the 
uncertainties ’ of em ploym ent during the  
recent trade depressions no attem pt has 
been m ade to increase this, the num ber of 
candidates ap plvin g for enrolm ent being  
m ore than sufficient w ithout circularizing  
the F o rc e s.

Im provem ent in the em ploym ent situa­
tion. h o w ever, now  justifies a la rg e r  num ­
ber of enrolm ents, and it may- be to the 
ad van tage o f those of our readers w ho are  
anticipating disch arge or tran sfer to the 
R eserve to know  som eth ing o f the activi­
ties of the organization in question.

L a s t  ye a r the ave ra g e  effective w eekly  
em ploym ent statistics w orked out at 
ap proxim ately 97 per cent.

T h e  U nited Services C o rp s w as founded  
soon after the close of the So u th  A frica n  
W a r , and w as origin ally know n as the

EM P LO Y M EN T .

The
REGIMENTAL ASSOCIATION  

pay the
NATIONAL ASSOCIATION  

for
EMPLOYMENT OF 

EX-REGULAR SAILORS, 
SOLDIERS AND AIRMEN 

£ 100 A  YEAR 
to act as their Agents for finding 
Employment for ex-N.C.Os. and 

Men o f the Regiment.

If you are unemployed, there­
fore, you should register, at once, 

with the NATIONAL ASSO CIA­
TION at one o f its Branches and 
follow carefully the instructions 
they give you.

London Branches :—

62, Victoria Street, S .W .l.

Gipsy Corner, Victoria Road, 
Acton, W .3 .

143, Bow Road, E.3.

52a, Deptford Bridge, S.E.8.

48 -56 , Station Road, W ood Green, 
N.22.
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V e te ra n s ’ C o rp s. It is a uniform ed S e r­
vice organization for the em ploym ent of 
e x -R e g u la r  soldiers, sailors and airmen  
in the better positions of responsibility  
and trust. T h e  go ve rn in g body is the 
C ouncil, com posed of distinguished naval, 
m ilitary and air officers, w ith other influ­
ential persons. T h e  organization is con­
ducted on m ilitary lines, and m em bers are  
subject to the discipline and regulations  
o f the C orps.

M em bership .— M em bersh ip is confined 
to e x -R e g u la r  soldiers, sailors and airm en  
o f exem p lary ch aracter, w ho must enrol 
within three ye ars of their disch arge from  
the Service  or tran sfer to the R eserve, 
preference b eing given  to those w ho apply  
im m ediately on leavin g the F o rc e s . O n ly  
men of the highest ch aracter are accepted, 
and before enrolm ent can be finally 
approved the candidate is required to su b ­
mit him self fo r an interview  w ith the C o m ­
m andant at H ead qu arters.

Entrance F e e s , etc.— T h e  C o rp s is not a 
charitable organization in the accepted  
sense of the w ord , and e very m em ber is 
required to contribute to w ard s C orps  
F u n d s. T h e  enrolm ent fee is £ 6  io s., w ith  
an annual subscription to the C o rp s of 
16s. payable on enrolm ent, and afterw ards  
011 the ist Ja n u a ry  o f each ye a r or by 
quarterly instalm ents. In  addition, a de­
posit of £ i  as a gu arantee of go o d  con­
duct must be paid at the time o f enrol­
ment. T h is  deposit, to ge th er with a p o r­
tion of the enrolm ent fee, is returnable  
subject to the conditions laid dow n in the 
regulations of the C orps.

U niform .— T h is is com p ulsory, and the 
cost o f the first full issue of kit, which  
must be paid for on enrolm ent, is £ 6  ios.

Physical F itn ess .— E v e r y  applicant, be­
fore final enrolm ent, m ust produce a 
medical certificate sh o w in g that he has 
been th orou gh ly exam ined and found fit 
in e very respect.

Corps Guarantee.— E v e r y  m em ber of 
the C o rp s is specifically gu aranteed by the 
Council to the extent of £ 5 0 .

Residence .— C orps H ead quarters and 
fou r divisions are located in L o n d o n , and 
there is also a small division at B irm in g­
ham . M em bers (except those in the 
B irm in gh am  D ivision) are required to 
reside in L o n d o n , as the main operations 
of the C o rp s are confined to this area.

Em ploym ent.— E n rolm en t in the C orps  
is not in itself a gu arantee of em ploym ent, 
but no man is accepted unless the C o m ­
m andant considers that the candidate pos­
sesses suitable qualifications for the type 
ol w ork  found by the C o rp s, which is as 
f o l lo w s :— C om m issionaires, reception and 
inquiry clerks, police, staff supervisors, 
tim ekeepers, gatekeep ers, storekeepers, 
bank and stockbroker m essengers, resi­
dent caretakers, club stew ards, w atchm en, 
lift attendants, club porters, etc. T h e  
a v e ra g e  rate of w a g e s is £ 3  per w eek, or 
ios. per diem fo r tem porary duty.

F u rth e r inform ation, to ge th er w ith en­
rolm ent form s, can be obtained on appli­
cation to the Com m andant, U n ited S e r ­
vices C o rp s, 19, H and C o u rt, W . C . i .

E x e c u t i v e  C o m m i t t e e .

Consequent upon the autom atic retire­
m ents in accordance w ith R u le  V  1 ( b), 
the ex-officio m em bers have selected the 
fo llo w in g officers to fill vacancies : —

C a te g o ry  1 .— B rig .-G e n e ra l V .  L .  N . 
Pearson , D .S .O .,  vice  C ol. A . M . O . 
A n w y l P assin g h am , O . B .E . ,  D .L .

C a te g o ry  2 .— C .S .M . G . A n d erson  vice 
R .S .M . D avis.

C a te g o ry  3 .— M r. G . N . Capel vice  M r.
F .  E .  H olm es.

2nd/10th BATTALION 
BRANCH REUNION DINNER.

'  I 'H E  T hirteenth R eunion D inner of the 
*■ Branch has com e and go n e , to take 

high place in the series. M o re  than one 
hundred com rades assem bled, and the 
g a th erin g w elcom ed m any faces on return  
from  overseas or from  w ork at a distance 
from  L o n d o n  as a sign  of continued  
strength and increase in m em bership. 
T h e  success of the evening w as assured  
in advance b y the presence in the chair 
of a m ost popular President, M r. C . A . 
R u sh , of “  B ”  C om p an y (in parentheses, 
the m em bers never say “  late ”  of any  
com p any, so present are their recollec­
tions o f lo n g  periods o f com pany soli­
darity and rivalry), and on the proposal.

“  But zoe ll rem em ber—with advantages. ”
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by C apt. N . B . M c lv o r , M .C .,  o f the 
C h airm an ’s health, full opportunity w as  
taken to express the esteem  o f the m em ­
bers and their thanks for v e ry  valuable  
w ork as the B ra n c h 's  first Se cre ta ry. 
M r. R u sh , in his reply, paid tribute, in 
w ords to w hich deep feeling g a v e  elo­
quence and w eigh t, to the com radeship  
of the w ar ye ars— com radeship felt not 
only in the close association of the few  
(in the la n gu ag e  of those years “  the 
clique ” ), but in the association of the 
w hole, both in the unit and beyond.

Capt. F .  A .  L .  L a w re n c e , of H e a d ­
quarters, replied to the toast of “  T h e  
R egim en t and the R egim en tal A sso c ia ­
tio n ,”  and u rg ed  that all branches m ust 
bear in mind, on the toast of “  A b sent  
F rie n d s,”  not only those w ho did not 
com e back, but also those w ho w ere pre­
vented b y ill-health or ill-fortune from  
attending these gath erin gs.

T h e  gu ests included representatives of 
the 9th B attalion, the is t/ io t h  Battalion  
and the M achine Gun C orps.

D u rin g  the evening there w as presented  
to M r. A .  D . Scu dam ore, in appreciation  
of his services as B ranch  S e cre ta ry, a 
cup, form erly the p rop erty o f the 2nd  
So u th  M idd lesex V olu n teers, the 10th  
B a ttalio n ’s predecessors, and presented by  
a form er A d ju ta n t, Capt. R e id -T o d d , for 
com petition in drill. It w as felt that a 
pleasant link w ith the days o f the B a t­
talion ’s “  forefath ers ”  w as in course of 
being preserved— a pleasure reinforced by  
the fact that the son of the original donor 
had served in the B attalion.

It is the custom  of the B ranch  (adopted  
from  the is t/ io th  B attalion) to elect its 
President from  the com m issioned and 
other ranks in alternate years. F o llo w ­
ing out this custom . M a jo r  N . P . P ro cter. 
M .C ., now  o f the 2nd B attalion, but, in 
the eyes of the R eunion, still O .C . “  C  ”  
Com p an y, w as elected for the ye ar  
I936-37 -

A  sm oking concert, arra n g ed  b y  M r. 
Charles D avis (if such a form al descrip­
tion be allow able of a form er m em ber of 
the D ivisional C oncert P a rty  w ho can still 
take us back through the ye ars to the 
desert and the w adi) concluded the 
evening.

16th BATTALION 
ANNUAL DINNER.

T H E  F iftee n th  A n n u al D inner of the 
16th M id d lesex A sso ciatio n  w as held 

at T h e  G e o rg e , 2 1 3 ,  Stran d , L o n d o n , on 
Sa tu rd ay , 16th N o vem b er, 19 3 5 . Capt. 
Clarence B ig g e  presided, and about  
seven ty form er m em bers o f the B attalion  
w ere present.

A fte r  the usual toasts had been duly 
honoured, a letter w as read from  B r ig .-  
G eneral J .  H am ilton H a ll, C .M .G .,
D .S .O .,  the first C om m an d in g O fficer, in 
w hich he said : “  I v e ry  m uch re gre t that 
o w in g  to illness I am  still unable to m eet 
yo u  all ag ain  at our A n n u al D inner, but 
m y th ou gh ts and best w ishes will be w ith  
yo u  then. I should like to take this 
opportunity of ask in g you  to express yo u r  
appreciation to W allis  G rain  for all the 
labour and trouble he has expended in 
brin gin g out the W a r  H isto ry  of the B a t ­
talion. . . . M a y  yo u  all have an e n jo y­
able evening and m any pleasant m em ories  
to discuss, and m a y g o o d  luck be with  
yo u  in yo u r fu tu re .”  A  letter w as also  
read from  M a jo r  F .  R . H ill, D .S .O .,  re­
g re ttin g  his inability to be present, 
hoping there w ou ld be a v e ry g o o d  re­
union, and recalling m any o f the great  
events in w hich w e all took part.

It  w as decided to send a teleg ram  to 
G eneral H a ll thanking him for his ve ry  
kind letter and e xp re ssin g the hope that 
he m igh t have a rapid and com plete  
recovery.

T h e  m em bers present then thanked  
O rd erly R oo m  Sevgt. G rain  for his book, 
and L . / C p l .  R . T . C o o p e r fo r his splen­
did menu card.

A fte r  a th o ro u g h ly happy evening the 
p roceedings term inated, as usual, w ith  
“  A u ld  L a n g  S y n e .”

DEPOT NOTES.

A  S  the D ep ot, unlike the B attalion  with  
its ch an ges o f station, does not alter 

its routine, “  D ep ot N o te s  ”  becom e a 
series of repetitions.

T ra in in g  d u ring the w in ter months is 
rather difficult, as there is no drill shed, 
and train in g on verandas is the only
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alternative d u ring the w et and fo g g y  
w eath er.

D espite these tryin g  circum stances, 
train in g o f recruits has pro gressed  e x ­
trem ely w ell.

M a jo r  N . H . B . L y o n , M .C ., the C o m ­
m and ing O fficer, has just returned from  a 
c o u r s e " at the Se n io r O fficers’ Sch ool. 
L ie u t. J .  W . A . Stephenson is at present 
attending a course at the A r m y  Sch o o l of 
P h ysical T rain in g. Lieu t. W . C . N ew ton  
has left us to join  the 1st  B attalion  at 
Sin ga p o re, and M a jo r N . P . P ro cter, 
M .C .,  has returned to the 2nd B attalion  
on com pletion of his tour of duty. T h e  
D ep ot as a w hole is v e ry  so rry  fo r these 
departures, and our best w ishes g o  w ith  
them.

C apt. S .  J .  C lark  has relieved M a jo r  
P ro cter as O fficer C om m anding T ra in in g  
C om pany.

O u r attached Su pplem en tary R eserve  
O fficers, 2 / L ie u t s . F .  S .  C . H a n co ck  and 
P . D. H . M arsh all, have left us to com ­
plete their prelim inary training w ith the 
2nd B attalion  at Portsm outh.

T h e  W a r  Office decided, as an aid to 
recruiting, to have a film m ade, and this 
D ep ot w as selected to produce some 

film stars ”  fo r  a part of this film. 
C .S .M . A n d erso n , S e r g t . Joh n so n  and 
tw o parties o f recruits actin g a s  gu ards  
w ere consequently drilled into the art of 
being “  sh o t.”  T h e ir  debut into “  film­
land ”  w as apparently a h u ge  success, 
and the studios at W a rd o u r Street  
th ough t so m uch o f the display that one 
of the “  s ta r s ,”  S e r g t . Joh n so n , w as  
called upon to m ake further efforts m 
another film in conection w ith the broad­
cast of H is M a je sty  T h e  K in g  The 
D ep ot are n ow  left w on d erin g w hether 
he will attem pt to g r o w  a m oustache and 
proceed to H o lly w o o d  in an effort to g e t  
into “  b ig  m o n ey .”

T h e  A rm y  ‘ 1 A t  H o m e ,”  as far as this 
D ep ot is concerned, w ill be held on 4th 
ju lv , 1936- T h e  public w ill be admitted 
to barracks and w ill be show n the life of 
the soldier. Physical T ra in in g  displays, 
drill, w eapon training, etc., will all be 111 
p ro g ress. T h e  public w ill be allow ed to 
have the experience of g o in g  through the 
<ras cham ber and firing on the ran ge. W e  
are v e ry  fortunate in h a vin g  the B and of 
the 2nd B attalion w ith us on this occasion  
and are h o p in g that w e shall have the

pleasure of h a vin g  the R egim en tal Band  
p layin g at an all ran k s’ dance in the G y m ­
nasium  in the evening.

T h e  fo llo w in g squads have joined the 
2nd Battalion since the last notes w ere  
w r itte n : B a d ajo s (S e rg t. P lo w s) and
V itto ria  (S e rg t. P ain ter); and the fo llo w ­
in g  squads are at present u n d ergo in g  
tra in in g : N e w  Zealand ( L ./ S e r g t .  M oir), 
A lm a  (S e rg t. N o rth co tt), L ad ysm ith  
(S e rg t. K em p ), M y so re  (S e rg t. C h asney), 
A lbu h era (S e rg t. B lake), Inkerm an  
(S e rg t. Joh n so n ) and Y p r e s  ( L ./ S e r g t .  
D a y ), form ing.

3rd  C lass C ertificates o f E d u catio n  are  
b ein g obtained b y  nearly e very recruit 
before leavin g the D ep ot and in m any  
cases a 2nd has been obtained.

T h e  fo llo w in g w ere  w inners of recru its’ 
com petitions du ring the q u a rte r : —

P h y s i c a l  T r a i n i n g  B a d g e s .

Vittoria Squad.— 12th  W e e k , P te. 
Jon e s.

N ew  Zealand Squad.— 8th W e e k , Pte. 
R o u se ; 12th  W e e k , P te. B ak er.

Alma Squad.— 4th W e e k , Pte. Teas- 
d a le ; 8th W e e k , P te. T easd ale.

Ladysmith Squad.— 4th W e e k , Pte. 
M ilr o y ; 8th W e e k , P te. Connolly.

M ysore Squad.— 4th W e e k , Pte. 
T h o m as.

S h o o t i n g .

N ew  Zealand Squad.— E m p ire  T e st, 
Pte. V in e r ; T a b le  “  A , ”  P te. Clevedon.

Alm a Squad.— E m p ire  T e st, P tes. F o x  
and Gibbs (tie); T a b le  “ A , ”  P te. T e a s-  
dale.

Ladysmith Squad.—Em p ire  T e st, Ptes. 
K in g  and F o a k es (tie).

C O R P O R A L S ’ C L U B .

O nce again  this onerous task has de­
vo lved  upon “  you rs tru ly .”  Ju st  w hat  
to say  or how  to say it is cau sin g me no 
little unrest. T ru e , sprin g is in the air, 
but I , not b ein g poetically inclined, am  
forced to leave it there.

S o cial functions have been deplorably 
few  d u ring the past quarter— though not 
due to any lack of initiative 011 the part 
of the C om m ittee: m ore so, it is due to 
the over-zealousness of the previous C o m ­
m ittee, w ho utilized the w hole of the 
funds for dances and such. W e  did 
m anage to stage  one dance, h ow ever, and 
m y ! w h at a su cce ss! O u r dances are
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becom ing in creasin gly popular, probably  
o w in g  to the fact that so m any of our 
junior “  non-com s ”  are g o o d -lo o k in g  
and eligible (a h e m !). N o w  that our 
funds have been reinstated, w e are tak in g  
full ad van tage of them , and a d a n c e 'w a s  
held on 28th M arch .

So m e m onths a g o  I predicted that m any  
m ore o f our m em bers w ou ld be m arried  
in the near future. W h e th er m erely to 
uphold m y predictions or because it is leap 
ye a r I do not kn ow , but the rebate is sadly  
on the decline. In  fact, if it w ere not for  
the “  Confirm ed B a ch e lo rs’ B r ig a d e ,"  we  
w ould probably be in debt to the P .R .I .

W e  w ish the 1st  B attalion bon voyage  
and happy hunting in their new  hom e. I 
have heard that “  S in g  ”  is a fairly go o d  
station— in fact, I  have heard m ore than  
a little about it from  one or tw o  of our 
m em bers Who w ere there som e fourteen  
ye ars ag o .

T h e  C lub roll presents v e ry  m uch the 
sam e appearance now  as it did last quarter. 
T h e re  are three additions, and each is an 
expert in his ow n calling. L . / C p l .  D a ly  
puts Inm an to sham e, while the gre a t  
“  B in g  ”  w ou ld be hopelessly outclassed  
b y L ./ C p l .  Cain. G o o d  K in g  L o u is  
thought w ell of P a g lia rri’ s caviare, but 
then he had never tasted L . / C p l .  W a te r  s 
currant duff.

W e  have lost Cpl. B lackm an  since our 
last issue, and now  crib is a th in g of the 
past. L ./ C p l .  P a rry  w ill be le avin g us 
soon. R ece n tly  he stopped reading in 
order to sit for his F irst, in w hich we  
w ish him luck.

So m e v e ry  am usin g new s has just been  
circulated. L . / C p l .  L o v e ll is to be con­
fined to his room , w ith several recruits, 
fo r ten days o w in g to a local case of 
scarlet fever. Is  he h a p p y?

S E R G E A N T S ’ M E S S .
T h e  ye a r 19 36  opened v e ry  dull after  

the terrific pace in which the closin g  
months of 19 3 5  finished.

N e w  resolutions (since broken), hazy  
visions and the A rc tic  conditions of the 
M ess, made alm ost realistic b y  the aid of 
the R . E . ,  w ere responsible.

T h e  A n n u al D inner, held on n t h  Ja n u ­
ary , proved ve ry  successful. F ifty -s ix  
m em bers, w ives and friends attended, and 
it w as follow ed b y a “  convivial ”  instead  
o f the usual gam es tournam ent.

T h e  m onthly w hist drives have been  
m ost enjoyable, a lth ou gh  not so well 
attended as one w ou ld like to see.

A t  the ga m es tournam ents held after  
the F e b ru a ry  and M a rch  dinners, S e rg ts . 
C h asn ey and B lak e  w ere the w inners of 
the silver spoons (they m ust have been  
practisin g a lot in E g y p t) .

W e  w elcom e S e r g t . W a lte rs, A . E . C . ,  
w ho has arrive d  as relief fo r  W .O .I I  
B e n w e ll; also L . / S e r g t .  D a y , w hom  w e  
con gratu late  on his appointm ent.

S e r g t. D u jard in  (m idnight com edian) is 
sh ortly le avin g us, and n o w  g e ts  up w ith, 
instead o f g o in g  hom e w ith , the milk.

O n 17th  M arch  a w ell-attended dance  
w a s held in the Institute ; m any old friends 
w ere present, and it w a s v e ry  successful.

W e  are  n ow  lo o k in g fo rw ard  to som e  
outdoor sport, and the tennis co u rt, im ­
proved since last y e a r, should be a  gre a t  
attraction.

T h e  pace is im p rovin g w ith the w eath er, 
and a revised “  price lis t .”

A t  the end of M arch  w e had a visit 
from  the P erm anent Staff In stru ctors of 
the 7th B attalion  fo r the purpose of zero­
ing their rifles. W h ilst at lunch they  
w ere challenged to a shoot b y the 
A d m in istrative S ta ff of the M ess.

T h is  shoot duly took place, and, sad to  
relate, the P .S .  w ere  easily “  seen o ff.”  
A t  the conclusion of the shoot a  v e ry  new  
recruit w ho had been w atch in g said to 
the R .S .M . of the 7th B attalion (in plain  
cloth es), “  D o n ’t w o r ry , ch um ; yo u  join  
the R e g u la r  A r m y  and th ey wall teach yo u  
h ow  to sh o o t.”  A s  the R .S .M . is a 
G uardsm an o f considerable service, our 
team  “  fa d e d ,”  exp ectin g a burst. H o w ­
ever, like the g o o d  sport he is, he v e ry  
gen tly inform ed the recruit w ho he w as. 
T h is  did not im press the recruit m uch, but 
left him wondering' w h at happens to P .S .  
with T .A .

F O O T B A L L .

D e p o t  v .  S t .  A l b a n s  T h u r s d a y  F .C .
Played  on 5th M arch , this w as our first 

gam e in 19 3 6  o w in g  to the state o f the 
w eather and grou n d . T h e  gam e w as  
played in ideal w eath er, and the final score  
o f 3  go a ls each fairly represented the play. 
O u r opponents w ere a lively lot. and. 
con sid erin g it w a s our first gam e for 
m onths, it w as som e time before w e could 
settle dow n.
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D e p o t  v . B u s h  H o u s e .

Played  on 28th M arch , this m atch re­
sulted in a w in  b y 5 g o a ls  to o. W e  have  
squeezed in som e football since the St. 
A lb an s ga m e , and it w as evident in this 
ga m e . F o r  the first fifteen m inutes both 
team s w ere w ell matched and played good , 
fast football. Then Cpl. K n ig h ts w as  
b eatin g the defence; B ak er, too, on the 
left w in g , began to round his m an. T h e  
second half w as too much fo r Bush  
H o u se , as the final score of 5— o sh o w s; 
even so, m any m ore g o a ls  should have  
been scored by our forw ard s with a little 
m ore steadiness.

T h is gam e concluded the D ep ot team  
program m e for 19 35-36 .

A m o n g st the recruits w e now  have tw o  
shields for m onthly com petition— E leven - 
a-Sid e and S ix -a -S id e  gam es. T h e se  w ere  
both w on b y N e w  Zealand Sq uad . In  
the present com petition N e w  Zealand and 
A lm a Sq u ad s are com bined o w in g to 
sh o rtag e of num bers, and the results to 
date a r e : —

E l e v e n - a - S i d e .

N ew  Zealand and A lm a Sq u ad s, 1 3 ;  
Lad ysm ith  Sq u ad , 1.

M y so re  Sq u ad . 1 ;  A lbu h era Sq u ad , 9.
T h is  should end w ith N e w  Zealand and 

A lm a Sq u ad s and Albuhera Sq u ad in the 
final, w ith the form er favourites.

S i x - a - S i d e .

Albuh era Sq u ad , 3  points; N e w  Zealand  
and A lm a Sq u ad s, 2 points.

L ad ysm ith  Sq u ad , 4  poin ts; Albuh era  
Sq u ad , H  points.

Inkerm an Sq u ad , 4 !  poin ts; M yso re  
Sq uad , 3 !  points.

T h e  final betw een Lad ysm ith  and In k er­
m an Sq u ad s has ye t to be played.

W e  have been rather fortunate this 
season in h aving quite a num ber of v e ry  
useful recruits, and the fo llo w in g recruits  
have represented the D ep ot in most 
g a m e s : Ptes. B ak er, Clevedon, R ouse
and Clenshaw . T h e se  should be an 
asset to the B attalion in the near future.

B O X I N G .
A n  Individual Com petition took place 

on 10th Ja n u a ry  in w hich thirty-eight re­
cruits entered. T h e  w inners and runners- 
up w ere as fo llo w s: —

M iddle-w eight.— Pte. D elaurie (N e w  
Zealand) knocked out Pte. B o sle y  (B ad a- 
jos).

WeIter-zveight.— P te. E v a n s  (N e w  Z e a ­
land) obtained a w alk-over.

Intermediate - zveight. —  Pte. M ilro y  
(L a d ysm ith ) beat P te. H o w e  (B ad a jo s).

L i ght-zv eight.— Pte. T easd ale  (A lm a )  
beat P te. Poole (V itto ria).

Feather-w eight.— Pte. G ru n d y (N e w  
Zealand) beat P te. M c C o y  (La d ysm ith ).

O n 15th  and 16 th  Ja n u a ry  there w as an 
In ter-Sq u ad  Com petition. In the first 
round N e w  Zealand beat Y itto ria  by 12  
points to 9, and in the sem i-finals they  
beat A lm a  by 1 1  points to 10. T h e  
w inners of the other sem i-final w ere

DEPOT BO XIN G TEAM . 
S e m i-fin a lis ts , E astern  C om m and Inter-D epot  

T ournam ent, 19 3 6 .

Lad ysm ith , w ho beat B a d ajo s by 1 1  points 
to 10, and then w ent on to beat N ew  
Zealand in the finals by the sam e m argin. 
W hile  g iv in g  full credit to L ad ysm ith  
Sq u ad for their victo ry, praise is also due 
to N e w  Zealand, w ho w ere runners-up  
despite their num erical w eakness.

In F e b ru a ry  a team  w as entered for the 
E a ste rn  Com m and In ter-D ep ot C om peti­
tion. T h e  prelim inary contests took place 
at H o u n slo w , w here w e w ere successful 
over the R o y a l F usiliers b y  4  fights to 1 
in the first round, and over the E a st  
S u rre y  R eg im en t, also by 4  fights to 1, 
in the second. T h e  next stage  o f this 
com petition took place at W o o lw ich  about 
a w eek later, w hen w e w ere beaten b y the 
R o y a l A rtille ry  by 4  fights to 1. T h e  
Gunners w ere the eventual w inners, beat­
ing the 3rd  C arabiniers in the final round, 
the runners-up h a vin g previou sly disposed

T H E  D IE -H A R D S 495

of the B edfordshire and H ertfordsh ire  
R egim en t in the semi-final. O u r team  
consisted of Pte. S a rg e a n t (A lbuh era), 
fe ath e r-w eigh t; Ptes. T easd ale  and K e lly  
(A lm a ), lig h t-w e ig h t; P te. M ilro y  (L a d y ­
sm ith), in term ed iate-w eigh t; and Pte. 
C lenshaw  (N e w  Zealand), w elter-w eigh t. 
T h e  result o f the com petition w as v e ry  
satisfacto ry, as it w a s the farthest a  D ep ot  
team  has gone since w inning the event in 
19 2 7. W e  con gratu late  the team  and 
their trainer, S e rg t.-In str. D a y , A . P . T . S . ,  
w hose im pending departure w ill be much 
felt.

O n  26th M arch  the b o x in g  season w as  
w ound up w ith another Individual C o m ­
petition, the w inners of the last tourn a­
m ent b eing debarred from  entering. 
T h e re  w ere twenty-nine entries, and 
o w in g  to the preponderance of ligh t­
w eigh ts these w ere divided into tw o  
sections.

T h e  w inners and runners-up w ere : —
Fedther-zveight.— Pte. Sa rg e a n t (A lb u ­

hera) beat Pte" Sh epherd (A lbuh era).
Ju n io r L ight-w eight.— P te. T arb u ck  

(A lm a ) beat P te. C o o k  (A lbuh era).
Senior Light-w eight. —  P te. B ryan t  

(M y so re) w a lk -o v e r; Pte. C h atton (A lb u ­
hera), scratched, m edically unfit o w in g  to 
an injured arm  caused by a  previous fight.

Intermediate - w eight. —  P te. K e lly  
(A lm a ) beat P te. Iszard  (M y so re).

Welt er-zv eight.— P te. Colem an (A lb u ­
hera) beat Pte. P o rter (A lbuh era).

M iddle-iveight.— Pte. Chapm an (In k e r­
m an) beat Pte. C ooper (A lbuh era).

A  g o o d  lo se r's  prize w as aw ard ed to 
Pte. Steven s (Inkerm an).

T h is  com petition show ed that there is 
great keenness, and lack o f skill is made 
u p  b y pluck and determ ination, but w e  
should have liked to have seen m ore  
entries from  the senior squads.

< S > -

E X T R A C T S FROM  THE  
“ LONDON G A Z E T T E .”

R E G U L A R  A R M Y .
C o m m a n d s  a n d  S t a î f .

The follg. appts. are made :— Capt. and B t . M aj. 
(now M aj.) H . W . M. Stew art, O .B .E ., M.C.. 
M idd’x  R  . to be G .S.O ., 2nd Grade. Canal Bde. 
(temp.) ; Lt.-Col. G. L . Brow n, D .S.O ., h.p. list 
(empld.), to be B t. Col., under the provisions of 
A rt. 182A, R o yal W arrant for P a y  and Promotion.

19 3 1  (Jan . 1) ; Capt. and B t . M aj. B . G. H orrocks, 
M .C., M idd’x  R . , from  S ta ff Capt., W ar Office, to 
be B de. M aj., 5th  In f. B de. (Feb. 24).

The follg. relinquish their appts. :— M aj. H . W . M. 
Stew art, O .B .E ., M .C., Midd x  R ., as G .S.O ., 2nd 
G rade, Canal B de. (temp.) (March 17).

M id d 'x  R .— The follg. L ts. are seed, for serv . 
under the Colonial Office (Jan . 10) :— L . H . J .  de la  
M. H erapath, R . W . D. Sword.

The follg. Sec. L ts . to  be L ts. (Feb. 2) :—
M id d ’x  R .— J .  E . F . W illoughby, G . O. Porter, 

E . J .  Unwin, P . A . Fishbourne.
The follg. Gentlem en Cadets, from  the R o y a l 

M ilitary  College, to be Sec. L ts. ( Ja n  30) :—  
M id d ’x  R .— A . O. Pullm an, H. M. F . Lan gley . 
M id d 'x  R .— Capt. D. Y .  C ubitt is seed, fo r serv . 

w ith  the R .A .P .C . (Feb. 22) ; Capt. E .  M. G. W ray , 
D .S.O ., is restd. to the estabt. (Feb. 22).

M e m o r a n d a .
M aj. H. B . W. Savile, M.C., M idd’x  R . , is granted 

the local rank o f Lt.-Col. w hilst em pld. as Com dt., 
Fed. M alay States V ol. Force (Nov. 20, 19 35) ; 
Capt. (local M aj.) C. W. H aydon, M.C., M idd’x  R ., 
is granted the local rank o f Lt.-Col. w hilst empld. 
w ith  the R .W .A .F .F . (Jan . 18).

R E G U L A R  A R M Y  R E S E R V E  O F O F F IC E R S .
The following having attained the age lim it of 

liab ility  to recall, cease to belong to the R es. of 
Off. :—

M id d 'x  R .— L t. C. W . H otine (Jan . 19).

G e n e r a l  L i s t .
Col. (Hon. Brig.-Gen.) R . M. H eath, C .M .G .,

D .S.O . (Col. M idd’x  R .) (March 5).

S U P P L E M E N T A R Y  R E S E R V E  O F O F F IC E R S . 
I n f a n t r y .

M id d 'x  R .— Trooper P . D. H. M arshall, from  Inns 
of Court R egt , T .A . (late Cadet Corpl , R epton  
Sch. Contgt.. Ju n . D iv ., O .T.C.), to be 2nd L t . 
(Feb. 8).

M id d ’x  R .— L t. P . A . Clifton resigns his commn. 
(April 18).

The follg. to be Sec. L t . (April 18)
M. I. H arrison (late Cadet. Cranleigh Sch., Congtg. 

Ju n .'D iv ., O.T.C.).

T E R R IT O R IA L  A R M Y .
8th B n . M id d 'x  R .— Capt. S. M addex, M .B .E ., to 

be M aj. (Dec. 3, 1935)-
19 th Lond. R  — Capt. S. H . W . Eam es, M .C., 

having attained the age lim it, relinquishes his 
commn. and retains his rank (Jan . 15).

7*/i B n . M id d ’x  R .— Sec. L t . A . D. Jefferson  to  be 
L t . (Jan . 2S).

9th B n . M id d 'x  R .— J. T. B u ll (late Cadet. Corpl., 
Repton Sch. Contgt , Ju n . D iv ., O.T.C.) to be Sec. 
L t . (Feb. 28).

7th B n . M id d 'x  R .— L t. J  G. \\ estcott resigns his 
commn. (March 6).

9th B n . M id d 'x  R .— L t. B  L . Sutcliffe to be Capt. 
(Feb. 15).

9th B n . M id d ’x R .— Sec. L t . M. J .  A bb ott to be 
L t . (March 4).

•jth B n . M id d 'x  R .— P. S. Ingham  (late Cadet 
Sergt., U ppingham  Sch. C ontgt., Ju n . D iv., O.T.C.) 
to be Sec. L t . (April 8).
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T E R R I T O R IA L  A R M Y  R E S E R V E  O F 
O F F IC E R S  

G e n e r a l  L i s t .

I n f a n t r y .

The follg. offrs. axe transferred retaining rank 
and seny. (Dec. 15 , 1935) ;—

From  jth  C. o f Lond. R .. T .A . Res.— M aj. L . E - 
P epp iatt. M.C. ; M aj. K . O. Peppiatt, M.C. ; M aj. 
S . J .  K in g. T .D . ; M aj. J .  H . P. D a lto n ; Capt. 
R . F . P otter ; Capt. P . B . Berliner. M.C. ; Capt. 
A . L . Horsburgh ; Capt. A . E . H ope ; Capt. J .  E . 
C ram p to n ; Capt. C. R . Millen. M.C. ; Capt. 
C. H . G. R o s s ; Capt. L . W . M an le y ; L t . J .  F . 
Preston, M.C. ; L t . W . T . Jam es, M.C. ; L t . E . A . 
Clarke ; L t. H . Clarkson ; L t . H . F . S . W ilson ; 
L t . R . B . Pattinson, M.C. ; L t . L . W. Vedrenne, 
L t . G. K . G illies ; L t . C. R . N . Groom  ; L t . D . B . 
M iller ; L t . J .  N . D . H arrison.

From  19 th Lond. R ., T .A . Res.— Lt.-C ol. W . 
McClure, D .S.O ., T .D . ; Capt. H . T. T ipton ; Capt. 
G. J .  Banfield ; Capt. R . V . N o rth ; Capt. G . F. 
H aigh  ; Capt. R . C. Fran klin  ; L t . H . D. J a r r e t t ; 
L t . G. H . Eden ; Sec. L t . G . W . Harwood.

Capt. N . E . de V esian, from  T .A . Res. o f Off. 
(9th B n . M idd’x  R .). to be Capt. (Jan . 15) ; Sec. L t . 
G. F . G. E ato n , from  2 1s t  Lond. R ., to be Sec. L t . 
(Jan . 15)-

The follg. offrs. are transferred, retaining rank 
and seny. (Dec. 15 , 1935) :—

From  jth  C. o f  Lond. R ., T .A . Res.— Capt. P . L . 
Sm out, M.C. ; L t . C. F . R o fe  ; L t . E . A . H ubbard. 

The follg. offrs. resign their commns. (March 7) :—  
19 th Lon. R .— M aj. C. J .  B an tick , T .D ., and 

retain s his rank, w ith  permission to w ear the pre­
scribed uniform ; M aj. J .  G. Stokes, D .S .O ., M.C., 
and retains his rank, w ith  perm ission to w ear the 
prescribed uniform  ; Capt. A . E . Dodkin ; Capt. 
W . G. Cuttle ; L t . W . E . S . Jo tch am , and retains 
his rank ; L t . L . Gladding, and retains his rank ; 
L t . R . C. Atherton ; Sec. L t . T . E . Priest.

7th C. o f Lond. R .— Lt.-Col. and B t.-  Col. W . B. 
Vince, D .S.O ., O .B .E ., M.C., T .D ., resigns his 
commn. and retains his rank, w ith  perm ission to 
w ear the prescribed uniform (March 1 1 ) .

7th C. o f Lond. R .— M aj. C. G . Potter, and retains 
his rank, w ith  permission to w ear the prescribed 
uniform ; Capt. H. G. H ead, and retains his rank ; 
L t . R . C. R . R ichards, and retains his ran k ; L t. 
A. S. A very .

7th B n . M id d ’x  R .— M aj. G. A. H . Bow er, M.C., 
T .D ., from  A ctive L ist, to  be M aj. (March 25).

7th BATTALION NOTES.

H I S  year again  w e com m enced our 
N e w  Y e a r  activities w ith the Child­

re n 's  Christm as P a rty , w hich w as a great  
success. A  large num ber of children, 
with their parents, sat dow n to tea, and 
th o ro u g h ly enjoyed the entertainm ent p ro­
vided afterw ard s. A  happy afternoon  
concluded with the distribution of presents  
by “  Santa C lau s &  S o n .”  O nce again

our gra te fu l thanks are due to M rs. 
P rin g le  and the other ladies w ho so ably  
assisted in the excellent arrangem en ts for 
the tea. W e  feel sure that this event is 
m uch looked fo rw ard  to b y m arried m em ­
bers o f the B attalion  and their fam ilies, 
and w e hope it w ill be one w hich w ill be 
continued.

W ith  the w ritin g of these notes the last 
Co m p an y D an ce o f the season has been 
held, and w e w ould like to take this oppor­
tunity of co n gra tu latin g all those com ­
panies w ho held dances this year. T h e y  
have been e xtrem ely w ell attended, and 
d eservedly so, fo r  a  g re a t deal of time 
and labour has been spent on each one 
to ensure the enjoym ent o f those attend­
ing. T h e  standard of com p any dances in 
the B attalion has reached a v e r y  high  
level, and there is keen com petition be­
tw een the com panies to excel in this form  
of entertainm ent.

O f course, the outstanding feature of 
the past quarter has been the A nnual 
Prize D istribution, w hich took place at 
H ead quarters on 7th M arch . O n this 
occasion the C hairm an of the M idd lesex  
C o u n ty C ouncil (S ir  H o w a rd  S . Bu tton, 
J . P . )  v e ry  kindly cam e to present the 
prizes. A g a in  a la rg e  attendance w it­
nessed the distribution, w hich w ent off 
w ithout a hitch. A n  all ran k s’ dance fo l­
low ed, and w as th o ro u g h ly enjoyed by  
all in spite of the fact that, w ith the la rge  
num bers present, collision w as m ore or 
less inevitable. W e  w ere so rry  to  see so 
m any of our present serv in g m em bers 
turn up for the distribution in plain 
clothes, and w e w ou ld like to remind 
them  that this is an occasion w hen their 
uniform s could do w ith a well-needed air­
in g, and w e hope th ey w ill not fo rg e t this 
in future.

D u rin g  the period under review  our 
ch ief form  of training has, as in the past, 
been w eapon training, and the attendances 
at parades since the C h ristm as break, it 
is g ra tify in g  to see, have been better than  
fo r som e years past. M uch  keenness has 
been displayed, and w e look fo rw ard  w ith  
som e confidence to g o o d  results w hen we 
com m ence firing the Classification p rac­
tices at E a ste r.

“  D  ”  C om p an y w ere again  the w in­
ners o f the Fire* D irection Com petition  
fo r the B arnet C up , and, as a result of 
their victo ry, w ere chosen to represent the
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B attalion in the F ire  D irection  C om peti­
tion, w hich this ye ar w as held at H o rn sey. 
In this also th ey w ere successful, and w e  
should like to take the opportunity of con­
g ra tu la tin g  the team  on the am ount o f 
hard w ork  th ey put in practisin g, and for  
the keenness they displayed throughout. 
T h is  is the first time fo r som e ye ars that 
the B attalion  has w on  this com petition, 
alth o u gh  d u ring the past few  ye ars w e  
have been very near to d oing so.

T h e  E fficien cy Com petition fo r the C lay  
M em orial Shield has once again  been w on  
b y “  D  Com pany. T h e ir success w as  
v e ry w ell deserved, fo r th ey have done 
consistently w ell th rou gh ou t the year. 
W e  heartily con gratu late  them  on their 
fine effort.

T o  turn to the sp orting side o f our 
a c tiv itie s : b o xin g and cro ss-co u n try run­
n ing have held pride o f place. O u r  
annual b o x in g  m atch w ith the D ep ot had  
to be cancelled o w in g  to the death of H is  
M a je sty  K in g  G e o rg e  V .  In the G rou p  
B o x in g  Cham pionships, w hich w ere held 
this ye a r at W illesden, w e ag ain  had only  
one cham pion, P te. B ro m le y, w hom  we  
con gratu late  on w inning the ligh t-w eigh t  
com petition. In  addition to this success, 
w e had the runners-up in the fo llo w in g  
w e ig h ts : fly, ligh t, middle and h eavy. 
T h e  team  as a w hole b o xed  v e r y  w ell, and 
w e look fo rw ard  to m any m ore successes  
n ext ye ar, w hen our b o xers have gained  
m ore experience.

T h e  Battalion C ro ss-C o u n try  R u n nin g  
Cham pionships w ere again  held at M ill 
H ill, o ver the usual course, and once 
ag ain  “  D  ”  C om p an y w on both team  and  
individual honours. W e  con gratu late  
them on prod u cin g such a fine team , and 
w e hope that n ext ye a r som e o f the other 
com panies w ill take this event a little m ore  
seriously.

In our annual m atch against the D ep ot, 
which w as held at M ill H ill on 14th  
M arch , w e w ere successful in defeating  
the D ep ot team  by 18  points, and so re­
versed last y e a r ’s result. In  this m atch, 
as in the B attalion Cham pionships. S e rg t. 
Bu nd y, “  D  ”  C om p an y, w as the first man  
hom e.

W e  closed our cro ss-cou n try season by  
winning, fo r the first time since the w ar, 
the D ivisional C ro ss-C o u n try  Cham pion­
ships, which w ere held at Seven oaks on 
29th M arch . O u r team  on this occasion

ran rem ark ab ly w ell, all six  o f them finish­
in g w ell at the head o f the field. W hilst 
co n gra tu latin g all m em bers of the team  
m ost heartily on their excellent p e rfo r­
m ance, w e should like particu larly to m en­
tion the v e ry  fine running of S e rg t .  
Bu nd y. H e  attained w hat w e believe has 
been his am bition fo r  som e ye a rs  past—  
the w in n ing o f the Individual Ch am pion­
ship. H e  w as close ly follow ed b y Pte. 
T raffo rd  o f the sam e com p an y, w ho is also  
a runner of distinct prom ise, and has 
give n  S e r g t. B u n d y v e ry  close races on 
other occasions. T h e  tea m ’s effort w as  
truly m agnificent, and exceeded the 
w ildest hopes o f even our m ost optim istic 
spectators. W e  w ish the team  success in 
the T errito ria l A r m y  C ro ss-C o u n try  
Cham pionships, w hich w ill have been held 
b y  the time these notes ap pear. W e  feel 
w e have a sp o rtin g chance unless som e  
o f the other team s are “  dark h o rse s.”  
A t  an y rate, w e can feel quite confi­
dent that the team  w ill put up a g o o d  
show , and w e hope w e shall have as la rg e  
a num ber o f spectators to cheer them  on 
on this occasion as turned up at S e v e n ­
oaks to w itness their v icto ry  in the D iv i­
sional Cham pionships.

B e fo re  closin g our notes w e should like 
to co n vey to our C om m anding O fficer our 
best w ishes on the occasion o f his 
m a rriage.

B A T T A L I O N  E F F I C I E N C Y  
C O M P E T I T I O N .

T h e  fo llo w in g w as the result o f the 
B attalion Efficiency Com petition fo r  the 
C la y  M em orial Sh ield fo r the ye a r end ing  
3 1 s t  O ctob er, 1 9 3 5 :  —

Points.
1. “  D  ”  C o m p an y ................. 589-63
2. “  C  ”  C o m p an y ... ... 5 I2  I 5
3. “  B  ”  ( S .)  C o m p an y ... ... 5 1 1 . 2 1
4. ”  A  ”  C o m p an y ... ... 5° 7-69

S h o o t i n g .

Match v. 47th D ivisional Signals, held 
at H o rn se y  on 13th  M arch . R e s u lt : —  

7th B n . T h e  M id d le sex R eg im en t. 3 7 9 ;  
47th D ivision al S ig n a ls . 339.

W o n  b y 40 points.
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Barnet Cup Competition  (Inter-Com ­
pany F ire  D irection), held at H o rn sey. 
T h e  result w a s  as fo llo w s : —

Points.
1. D  ”  C om p an y ... ... 189
2. “  B  ”  (S .)  C o m p an y ... ... 156
3 . “  C  ”  C o m p a n y .......................... 1 3 3
4. “  A  ”  C o m p a n y .......................... 100

B o x i n g .

M iddlesex Group Championships, held 
at W illesden on 8th F e b ru a ry. R esult of 
com petition for G rou p B o x in g  T r o p h y : —

Points.
1. 9th B n. M id d lesex R eg im en t ... 12
2. 7th B n . M idd lesex R eg im en t ... 6

8th B n. M id d lesex R eg im en t ... 6
4. 44th ( H .C .)  D ivision al S ig n a ls  o 

T h e  fo llo w in g individual successes w ere  
obtained by personnel of the B attalion at 
the G rou p Cham pionships M e etin g : —  

Other R anks’ Light-w eight Champion. 
— P te. B ro m le y, “  C  ”  C om pany.

Other R anks' Fly-zveight Runner-up .—  
Pte. A .  R o sse r, “  D  ”  C om pany.

Other R anks’ L ight-w eight Runner-up. 
— P te. A .  T ra ffo rd , “  D  ”  C om pany.

Other R anks' M iddle-weight Runner- 
up.— L . / C p l .  W . D esb o ro u g h , “  D  ”  
C om p an y.

Other R an ks’ Heazy-zveight Runner-up. 
— P te. E .  W illiam s, “  D  ’ C om p an y.

D ivisional Championships, held at C h el­
sea on 22nd F e b ru a ry. T h e  following- 
individual success w as o b tain e d : —

Other R an ks’ Light-zeeight Runner-up. 
— P te. A .  Brom ley', “  C  ”  C om pany.

C r o s s - C o u n t r y  R u n n i n g .  

Inter-Com pany Team and Individual 
Championships, held at M ill Hill on 29th 
F eb ru a ry. T h e  result w as as fo llo w s: —

Points.
1. “  D  ”  C o m p a n y ............................... 1 1 3
2. “  C  ”  C o m p a n y ............................... 94
3. “  B  ”  (S .)  C om p any .................  78
4. “  H . Q .”  W i n g ...................  24

Individual Cham pion : S e rg t . G . B u nd y,
“  D  Com pany.

Individual R u n n e r-u p : P te. A .  T r a f­
ford , “  D  ”  C om pany.

Match v. D epot, held at M ill H ill on 
14th  M arch . R e su lt: —

7th B n . T h e  M idd lesex R eg im en t, 60 
p o in ts; D ep ot T h e  M idd lesex R egim en t, 
7 8  points.

W o n  by 18  points.

“  H . Q .”  W I N G .

W e  have left our Jo u rn a l notes to the 
v e ry  last m om ent ag ain , as usual. H o w ­
ever, on this occasion w e have been  
phoned up and told that, provided w e get  
dow n to our journalistic efforts at once, 
the E d ito r  w ill a rra n g e  to delay the m ake­
up o f T h e  D i e - H a r d s  in order to include  
our valuable contribution. M a n y  thanks !

W e  bid farew ell to C .S .M . B ry a n  and 
C .Q .M .S .  D o d gso n . G ood health and 
g o o d  luck to them  in the ye ars to com e. 
T h e ir places have been taken in the C o m ­
pany b y  the prom otion of C .Q .M .S .  E llis  
to the appointm ent o f C . S . M . , and S e rg t. 
S ilv e y  to the rank of C .Q .M .S .  W e  
w elcom e them to the fold, and hope that 
they w ill have m any years of hard w ork  
and happiness w ith “  H . Q .”  W in g . O u r  
condolences w ith “  A  ”  C om p an y and 
S e r g t. R ock all.

T h e  C om p an y, one and all, offer their 
sincerest con gratu lations to the C o m ­
m anding O fficer on recently ga in in g  such 
a ch arm in g bride, and w e w ish both Col. 
and M rs. M u rra y  the best of luck and 
happiness in the future.

A t  the m om ent o f w ritin g we_ are v e ry  
busy w ith practice fo r the K in g  Cup, 
w hile the Sig n a lle rs are  hard at it for the 
forth com ing Classification.

T h e  T ran sp o rt and Sig n a llers are look ­
in g fo rw ard  to spending a few  days with 
the 2nd B attalion at Portsm outh.

T h e  P rize D istribution, w ith the dance 
that follow ed, w a s ack now led ged  b y all 
ranks to be a splendid sh ow , and w e hope 
next y e a r  to c a rry  off m ore than tw o  
trophies.

In conclusion, we offer our heartiest 
con gratu lations to all m em bers o f the 
B attalion cro ss-cou n try team  on their 
splendid achievem ent at Seven o ak s. while 
w e w elcom e the y o u n g  officers w h o hav e 
recently joined the B attalion.

“  B  ”  (S .)  C O M P A N Y .

Y e a rs  a g o , w hen w e edited our school 
m agazine, our final date for contribution  
w as, like our publication date, rather in 
the nature o f a pious hope than o f a 
serious su gg estio n . B u t the casual w ays  
of the sixth form  are not for those grim  
deities w h o preside over B attalion H e ad ­
quarters, and therefore w hen the Com pany  
C om m ander said to us, "  W rite  T h e  D ie -  
H a r d s  n o tes! "  and added as a sort o f
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after-th o u g h t, “  and, provided y o u  send 
them  in to -m o rro w , th e y ’ll only be tw en ty- 
fo u r hours la te ,”  w e  sa w  clearly that w e  
had no time to w aste, no time to polish  
and round off our periods, to check up 
our facts, and, as it w ere, call the roll of 
them  to see that w e  had m issed noth ing  
out. In  fact, w e are w ritin g these notes 
in bed in the sm all hours of a  W ed n e sd ay  
m orn in g, and we w ou ld ap ologize  in 
ad vance fo r  all our deficiencies.

T h e  outstanding event since the last 
notes w ere w ritten w as, of course, the 
death o f H .M . K in g  G e o rg e  V .  O n  
T u e sd a y, 2 1s t  Ja n u a ry , “  B  C om p an y  
paraded as usual, and w as forth w ith dis­
m issed, not to m eet again  until after H is  
late M a je s ty ’s funeral. A ll  the officers 
of the C om p an y w ere p rivileged to be 
spectators o f the fu neral, and it will live 
fo r ever in their m em ories.

T h e  past few  w ee k s have been rem ark­
able both fo r the rush of recruits and the 
size of our parades. A s  w e w rite, w e  
h ave ju st returned from  a parade w hich  
fifty-tw o other ranks, out o f a total of 
ninety, attended; ye t, so used have we 
becom e to la rg e  parades, that this only 
evoked p a ssin g com m ent. I f  due allo w ­
ance is made fo r m en on night and shift 
w ork , it w ill be observed that w e have  
ve ry  few  slackers in the Com pany.

M a n y  m em bers have boxed— all w ith  
much enthusiasm — som e w ith distinction. 
W e  w ould particu larly m ention S e rg t. 
P arker, w h o, although out of training, 
took part in the M id d lesex G rou p C h am ­
pionships at v e ry  short notice, and w as  
beaten only 011 points, and that narrow ly. 
N o w  P a rk e r fo u gh t at L o o s , and he w as  
not quite a recruit then. W e ll done, 
P a r k e r !

W e  to ok  third place in the B attalion  
C ro ss-C o u n try  R u n , o ver ht the D ep ot, 
despite the fact that our team  w as on the 
w hole very  yo u n g , and had not done any 
serious train in g. W e  hope fo r better 
things n ext year.

W e  deeply re gre t to record the death 
of Pte. H a r v e y ' H e  w as an able and 
w illing soldier, and one w hom  w e shall 
all m iss.

A s  w e w rite  w e are b u sy p reparin g for 
the official dance on 28th M arch . T h e  
S e rg e a n t-M a jo r lives in a realm  of flags 
and coloured paper. H e  is, h ow ever, 
constantly being b rou gh t to earth b y  the 
v u lg a r fact of w et paint and sh avin gs, as

w e  are being redecorated, and the builders 
expect to be done in tim e. Still, w e are  
v e ry  optim istic.

In  fact, all th in gs considered, w e  think  
that w e are h a vin g  a v e ry  successful year.

“  D  ”  C O M P A N Y .
T h in g s  continue to m ove apace at 

T otten h am . W e  w elcom e to the C o m ­
p any new  officers in the persons o f M r. 
H atfield  and M r. M o n k , and w e sincerely  
hope they w ill e n jo y their period o f service  
in the B attalion. W e  are also g lad  to  
see a la rg e  num ber o f n ew  recru its, w ho  
w ill, w e feel sure, help to m aintain the 
old traditions of the C om p an y.

T h e  B attalion  P rize D istribution will 
have been reported elsew here, but in case  
the enthusiastic reader has been so m is­
guided as to turn to our jo ttin g s  first, 
w e w ould inform  him that “  D  ”  C o m ­
pany again  w on  the Efficien cy C om p eti­
tion. T h e  W a rn e r D rill Cup g o t  its bi­
annual w ash in the N . C . O s /  M ess during  
the dance w hich follow ed.

W e  are pleased to w elcom e the local 
police to the D rill H a ll. T h e y  are u sin g  
the m iniature ra n g e  e ve ry  M o n d ay night, 
and a p a rty o f about tw en ty-five  turned  
up on the in augural evening. T h e  fol­
lo w in g  even ing the C o m p an y entertained  
a sim ilar num ber to a shootin g m atch, 
w hich w as follow ed b y an im prom ptu  
sin g -so n g  in the canteen. W e  w o n  at 
shooting, but the police w ere definitely 
superior at the entertainm ent.

O n the previous Su nd ay, 15th  M arch , 
w e lost to U n ive rsity  C o lle g e  Sch o o l 
O .T .C . b y 2  points (39 2— 390), a sim ilar 
result to the shoot held before C h ristm as. 
T h e  team  w a s w ith out P te. C oo m b er, but 
w as otherw ise about the best w e  could  
produce fo r a  Su n d ay shoot, and w e m ust 
con gratu late the boys on a g o o d  effort. 
W e  hope to beat them  later on, on the 
open ran g e.

T h e  C o m p an y w as a g a in  successful in 
retaining the B arnet C u p , and in doing  
so put up one of the best scores made 
in this com petition fo r  m an y years. T h e  
team  w as Cpl. H u g g in s  (Section  L e a d e r), 
L . / C p l .  T a sse ll, and P tes. C oom ber. 
L e v e tt, Blundell, R u sse ll and R . L u ca s. 
T h e  first five represented the Battalion in 
the B rig a d e  F ir e  D irection  Com petition  
held at H o rn se y  on 5th M arch , and ive are  
g lad  to report that the team  w as success­
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ful b y a sm all m argin  o ver the 9th B a t­
talion. H e a rty  con gratu lations to Cpl. 
H u g g in s  and the Section  on a really good  
effort.

W e  had fou r representatives in the 
B rig a d e  B o x i n g : P te. W illiam s (h eavy­
w e ig h t), L . / C p l .  W . D esb o ro u g h  (m iddle­
w e ig h t), P te. T raffo rd  (ligh t-w eigh t), and 
P te. R o sse r (fly-w eight). A ll  these w ere  
runners-up in their respective w eigh ts. 
U n fo rtu n ately Pte. W a tts  w as unable to 
fight o w in g  to an in ju ry to his hand. In 
our humble opinion w e believe W a tts  
w ould have go n e far, and w e are looking  
to him for g re a t things next year.

M o re  talent w as unearthed this ye ar  
fo r the B attalion C ro ss-C o u n try  R un. In 
this w e fairly sw ept the board, inasm uch  
as our first four— S e r g t. B u n d y, Ptes. 
T raffo rd  and T h o m p so n , and C ap t. S co tt  
L o w e — w ere resp ectively first, second, 
third and fifth. P tes. Chapm an and 
R ob erts com pleted the team , and both 
finished well.

C o n gratu latio ns to S e rg t . B u nd y and 
P te. T ra ffo rd  on ag ain  com in g in first 
and second, and to Pte. T h om p son  on a 
g o o d  debut.

Incidentally, our first four are m em bers 
o f the S t . M a r y ’ s (H o rn se y) H arriers. 
W e  celebrated our victo ry  at a dance at 
the D rill H a ll, in the even ing, and as it 
w as 29th F e b ru a ry , a la rg e  crow d  enjoyed  
several n o velty dances. T h e  hall had been 
excellently decorated, due to the efforts 
of C .S .M . B ishop and S e r g t . Fu ller.

L a s t ly , w e  m ust m ention cam p, w hich  
this year is to be at F alm er, near 
B rig h to n . It  is to be hoped that all 
m em bers of the C o m p an y w ill by now  
have made arrangem en ts to attend for the 

' full period. A  bum per cam p is antici­
pated, and it will be even better if the 
C om p an y can m uster over too stron g.

S t o p  P r e s s .
H e a rty  congratu lations to the Battalion  

cross-cou n try team  on w in n ing the D iv i­
sional C ro ss-C o u n try  Cham pionship. W e  
feel proud that w e provided the w inner 
and runner-up in S e r g t . B u n d y and Pte. 
T ra ffo rd , and also tw o  other m em bers of 
the B attalion  “  S ix  ”  in C ap t. S co tt L o w e  
and P te. T hom p son . W e  m ay sa y  that 
it w as no secret that one of S e r g t . B u n d y's  
g re a t am bitions w a s to w in  this race, and 
w e heartily con gratu late  him and T raffo rd  
on an excellent achievem ent.

KING E DW ARD  VIII AND 
HIS ARMY.

B y  R . M a u r i c e  H i l l .

T N  his m essage to the A r m y  on his acces- 
sion to the T h ro n e, our new  K in g ,  

E d w a rd  V I I I ,  has said, “  M y  own asso­
ciation w ith the A r m y  is o f lo n g stand­
in g. I look back on m y services as a 
yo u n g  officer in the G reat W a r  as one of 
the m ost valuable experiences of life. It  
g a v e  me the p rivileges of com radeship  
w ith soldiers draw n from  the U nited  
K in g d o m , from  the D om inions, from  
India, and from  the C o lo n ies.”  N e v e r  
since the B ritish standing arm y cam e into 
being has any m onarch ascended the 
T h ro n e  w ith so gre a t a personal experi­
ence of soldiering as our new  K in g .

Ja m e s I I  fo u gh t ag ain st the D utch  at 
sea and w a s w ounded in action while 
serv in g as a Colonel o f M arines. W illiam  
I I I  saw  a gre a t deal o f active service— at 
the Battle  of the B o yn e , w here he placed  
him self at the head of the Inniskilling  
D ra g o o n s, say in g , “  I  have heard much 
of yo u r valo u r. N o w  I shall be able to 
w itness it .”  H e  w as also present at the 
B attles of Steinkirk and Lan d en , the 
S ie g e  of N am u r, and several other en­
gage m e n ts in F lan d ers. G e o rg e  II  
fo u gh t again st the F ren ch  at O udenarde  
and D ettingen . B u t all these m onarchs  
started their m ilitary careers in positions 
of com m and. N o n e  o f them  can be said 
to have served an apprenticeship to the 
profession o f arm s as K in g  E d w a rd  V I I I  
has done.

In  the days of yo re , sons o f the R o y a l 
H ou se used to start their A r m y  service  
w ith a com m ission in a crack regim ent—  
freq uently as Colonel. In 1 9 1 3  a new  
departure w as m ade when E d w a rd , Prince  
of W a le s, w a s enrolled as a cadet in the 
O x fo rd  U n ive rsity  Contingent, Sen ior  
D ivision , Officers T ra in in g  C o rp s, and 
com m enced to learn the w ork  of a soldier 
as a “  rookie ”  on the barrack square, 
alo n g w ith other un dergraduates. T h e  
O x fo rd  U n ive rsity  Con tin gen t consisted  
of units of cav alry , field artillery, signals  
and field am bulance, as well as four com ­
panies of infantry. It  w ould not have  
occasioned any surprise if the R o y a l re­
cruit had go n e into the ca v a lry  squadron, 
which w as regard ed as an aristocratic
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u n it; but H is R o y a l H ig h n ess joined the 
infantry battalion, and rem ained in it until 
he w as com m issioned after the outbreak  
of w ar. N o w a d a y s the Sen ior O .T .C .  
cadets w ear a hybrid sort of uniform  
w hich is not quite an officer’ s, but quite 
different from  that of the rank and file. 
In 1 9 1 3 , h o w ever, the uniform  w orn  by 
the Prince of W ale s and his fellow -cadets  
at O x fo rd  w as com m onplace khaki service  
dress, e xactly  like that w orn by the ordin­
a ry  “  fo o t-slo g g e r ”  of the infan try of the 
line. T h e  cap -badge w as the w hite-m etal 
“  B u g le  H o rn  w ith Strin g s  ”  of the 
O xfo rd sh ire  and B u ckingham shire L ig h t  
In fan try  (of w hich the U n iversity  bat­
talion had form ed part in p r e -O .T .C .  
d a y s); indeed, except fo r the letters 
“  O . T . C . ”  on the shouder-straps, there  
w as n oth ing to distinguish the H e ir to 
the T h ro n e , w hen in uniform , from  any 
R e g u la r  o r T errito ria l P rivate  of the 
O xfo rd sh ire  and B u ckingham shire L ig h t  
In fan try.

H is R o y a l H ig h n ess took his duties 
v e ry  seriously, becam e an efficient m em ber 
of the corp s, and in due course w as re­
w arded w ith his first strip e; never before  
had a Prince o f W a le s  held the appoint­
m ent o f L an ce -C o rp o ral. T h e  know led ge  
that their future ruler w as also a  w earer 
o f the "  one d o g ’s le g  ”  w as a source of 
pride to m any m em bers of that hard- 
w orked and little-appreciated com m unity, 
the “  L a n c e -Ja c k s  ”  of 1 9 13 . U n fo rtu n ­
ately, O x fo rd  U n iversity  is known to the 
present generation as the place w here a 
m eeting o f m isguided students passed a 
resolution that under no circum stances 
w ould they fight for K in g  and C o u n try; 
fo r the honour of an ancient seat of learn­
in g, let it be recorded that w hen w a r w as  
declared on 4th A u g u st, 19 14 , there w ere  
already 3 7 7  m em bers holding com m issions 
in the A r m y ; and that between A u g u st, 
19 14 , and M arch , 1 9 1 5  (i.e., the first seven  
m onths of the w ar), no less than tw o  
thousand ex-cadets of the O x fo rd  U n iv e r­
sity O .T .C . w ere gazetted as officers of 
H is M a je s ty ’ s F ig h tin g  F o rc e s , one of 
them b eing the Prince.

O n Sa tu rd ay, 8th A u g u s t. 19 14 , H .R .H .  
T h e  Prince of W a le s  w as gazetted as a 
Se con d-Lieu ten an t in the Grenadier 
G uards, and posted to the 1st Battalion. 
A t  5 a.m . 011 the fo llo w in g M on d ay m orn- 
in g 'h e  left B u ckingham  Palace, m otoring

to W a rle y , E s s e x , to jo in  his battalion. 
A t  8  o ’ clock on the sam e m orning he w a s  
on parade fo r the first tim e. D u rin g the 
first few  d ays o f his service the battalion  
w ent on a lo n g route m arch, and an old 
G ren ad ier has told the w riter that quite 
a few  bets w ere m ade that the n ew ly  
joined R o y a l subaltern w ou ld fall out. 
T h o se  w ho staked their m on ey on H is  
R o y a l H ig h n e ss  stick in g it out to the 
bitter end cam e off w inners, for, despite 
his you th ful and som ew h at frail ap pear­
ance at that tim e, the Prince w as able to  
stay the course. T h e  P rin ce to ok  his 
share of duties in the usual w a y , and w as  
on one occasion E n s ig n  o f the G uard , 
c a rryin g  the C o lo u r at the C h a n g in g  o f 
the G uard at B u ck ingh am  P alace. N e v e r  
before had an heir to the T h ro n e  
“  m ounted B u ck  ”  (to use the G u ard s­
m an ’s s la n g phrase) at the P alace w h ere  
som e d ay he w ou ld  reign  as K in g .

W h e n  the B attalion w ent to F ra n c e  in 
Septem ber, 19 14 , the P rin ce o f W a le s, to 
his gre a t ch agrin , w as not allow ed to 
accom pany it, an official announcem ent 
b eing published that, “  as H is  R o y a l 
H ig h n ess has not com pleted his m ilitary  
train in g, L o r d  K itch en er subm itted to H is  
M a je sty  that fo r the present it is un­
desirable that H is  R o y a l H ig h n e ss  should  
proceed on active se rv ice .”  F ro m  that 
time onw ards H is  R o y a l H ig h n ess com ­
m enced to w o r ry  the pow ers-that-be until 
his desire fo r  service overseas w as g r a ti­
fied on 18th N o vem b er, 19 14 , w hen he 
w as m ade A id e-d e-C am p  to F ield -M arsh al 
S ir  Jo h n  F re n ch , Com m ander-in-Ch ief of 
the B ritish A rm ies in F ra n ce .

F o r  the benefit of those w ho think that 
the Prince w hile in F ra n c e  had a safe  
and “  cush y ”  time o f it, G en eral W a r -  
drop, the present G .O .C .,  N orth ern  C o m ­
m and, can tell h ow  he w as w ith the 
Prince in a house near L a v e n tie  w hich w as  
struck b y a G erm an shell, w hich crashed  
th rou gh  the ro o f and ripped one side of 
the house aw ay. C ap t. B u tler, of the 
R o y a l N ew foun d lan d R eg im en t, has w rit­
ten a description of a chance m eeting  
w ith the Prince near B o u rlon  W o o d . 
“  U p  to that tim e ,”  this officer w rites. 
“  w e w ere o f the opinion that our Prince  
w as kept at G .H .Q .,  w rapp ed in cotton  
w ool, but such w a s not the case, and w hat 
concerned us m ost w as w h y he w as not 
kept farther back from  the danger zone.
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Sh ells w ere falling just around him , but 
he certainly did not mind them a bit, and 
I  w as told later on that it w as w ith e x ­
trem e difficulty that he w as kept out of 
the fron t line itself. Y o u  can bet it did 
not do us an y harm  to see our beloved  
Prince tak in g his life in his hands as well 
as the rest o f us, and in the near future 
w e w ere destined to see a g o o d  bit of 
h im .”  I f  further evidence be required  
in p ro o f of our new  M o n a rch ’s claim  to 
be know n as a “  S o ld ie r -K in g ,”  it is fu r­
nished b y the fo llo w in g brief extra ct from  
the H isto ry  o f the W elsh  G u a rd s: —

“  O n  the 15th  Ju n e, 1 9 1 7 , the battalion  
took over the front line b y  Boesin gh e  
C h ateau , the line they w ou ld attack from . 
T h e  Prince o f W a le s  and G eneral 
G ath o rn e -H ard y visited the battalion in 
this line. T h e  shelling w a s  v e r y  h e a v y .”  

In  the sam e volum e, C ol. C . H . D udley  
W a rd  records h ow  the Prince once had a 
n arro w  escape from  our ow n g u n n e rs :
“  O ne o f our greate st annoyances cam e  
from  a h e avy gu n  of our ow n w hich w as  
firing short. N o th in g  could apparently  
stop it, although it w as cau sin g casualties. 
In  desperation. Ja c k  Stirlin g  loosed oft 
the pigeons to H .Q . w ith rude m essages. 
Still it w ent on shootin g the battalion in 
the back. T h e  Prince o f W a le s  cam e up 
to the line, and the gu n  started to drop 
shells all round him, so that he and 
G eneral G ath o rn e -H ard y had to double 
across to som e pill-boxes in the Grenadier 
lines. W ith  gre a t delight this incident 
w as reported, but had no result. F in ally, 
Colonel V ic k e ry , com m anding the brigade  
o f field artillery behind the battalion, w as  
chased b y  the gu n all the w a y  from  
Broem beek to L o u v o is  F a rm . H is lan­
g u a g e  w as picturesque and profane. 
A b o u t tw o  hours after he had left the 
front line, the gu n , for som e reason or 
other, fired no m ore— or else confined its 
attentions to the en em y.”

In the later stage s of the w a r, the 
Prince served as G .S .O .2  o f the Canadian  
C o rp s, and the story is told that w hen a 
Canadian officer w ho w as tem porarily  
actin g as host during a visit to a battalion  
headquarters show ed signs of b eing ner­
vou s and overcom e by the unaccustom ed  
duty o f w elcom ing a R o y a l visitor, H is  
R o y a l H ig h n ess la u gh in g ly put him at 
ease b y say in g , “  N o w , look here, you  
c a n 't possibly  be afraid of m e, and I ’m

sure yo u  have no need to be frightened  
b y m y n am e! ”  T h e  Prince of W ale s  
w as w ith the C anadian C o rp s in its v ic­
torious m arch into M o n s, and has said,
“  I  shall a lw a ys feel v e ry  proud that I 
w as serv in g  w ith the C anadian C o rp s on 
A rm istice  D a y .”

O n 3rd  Ju n e, 1 9 1 9 , K in g  G e o r g e ’s birth­
day, it w a s announced that H is  M a je sty  
had been g ra cio u sly  pleased to appoint 
H . R . I I .  T h e  Prince o f W a le s  to be 
C olon el o f the W elsh  G uards. T h is  
appointm ent w as v e ry  popular, as H is  
R o y a l H ig h n ess had been in close touch  
w ith the regim ent at hom e and abroad  
ever since it w a s raised in F e b ru a ry , 19 15 .  
T h e  senior com p any of the W elsh  G uards  
is know n as “  T h e  Prince o f W a le s ’s 
C o m p a n y,”  ju st as the senior com pany  
of the G renad ier G uard s is kn ow n  as 
“  T h e  K in g ’ s C o m p a n y.”

In  addition to b ein g Colonel o f the 
W elsh  G uard s, K in g  E d w a rd  V I I I  w as, 
as Prince of W a le s, Colon el-in -C hief of 
the 12th  R o y a l L a n ce rs, the R o y a l Sco ts  
F u siliers, the South W a le s  B o rd ere rs, the 
D uke o f C o rn w a ll’ s L ig h t  In fan try, the 
P rince of W a le s ’ s V olu n teers (South  
L an cash ire), the Se a fo rth  H igh lan d ers, 
and the R o y a l W iltsh ire  Y e o m a n ry  
(Prince of W a le s ’ s O w n ). In no case  
has H is  M a je sty  allow ed his connection  
w ith an y of his regim ents to be m erely  
nom inal, but has at all tim es taken a keen  
interest in everyth in g appertaining to 
their w elfare, and has visited them , at 
hom e or abroad, w henever possible. A  
few  ye a rs  a g o  thé Prince stayed under 
canvas w ith the R o y a l W iltshire Y e o m a n ry  
d uring their annual training on Salisbury- 
Plain" N o  doubt this visit to a T e r r i­
torial cam p w ould brin g back to our K in g  
m em ories o f the days w hen he, too. w a s  
a “  spare-tim e soldier ”  in cam p w ith  the 
O .T .C .

T h e  fundam ental principle o f the British  
A rm y  has alw a ys been the Sp irit of S e r­
vice. D u rin g  h is tw enty-five years as 
Prince of W a le s, our new  K in g  has nobly 
lived up to his ow n m otto, “  Ich  D ien  
(I Se rve ), in a m anner befitting- the best 
traditions o f the A rm y  to w hich he has 
belonged since 19 13 . N o w  that he has 
succeeded to the T h ro n e , w e, his subjects, 
have no doubt that K in g  E d w a rd  V I I I  
will devote his life to  the service o f the  
E m p ire, fo llo w in g in the footsteps of his 
beloved fa th er; and as H is M a je sty  well
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know s, w h atever the future m ay hold in 
store, w hether g o o d  or ill, storm  o r sun­
shine, he can place im plicit faith in the 
un sw ervin g lo yalty  of the soldiers and 
ex-soldiers o f his realm , the men o f w hom  
K ip lin g  has w ritten : —

“  F o r  w e are bred to do yo u r w ill;
O n  land or sea, w h e reve r flies 

Y o u r  fla g : to fight and follow  still. 
A n d  w ork  an E m p ire 's  destinies.”

<s>---------- -— .<$>

8th BATTALION NOTES.

SI N C E  our last contribution to the 
Jo u rn al w e have shared w ith m any  

m illions of people a deep so rro w  in the 
p a ssin g o f our w ell-beloved K in g  G eo rg e. 
W e  w h o so prou dly w ore his uniform  
found in him a fine soldier, a gre a t  
E n g lish  gentlem an, and a true friend. T o  
his son, now  our gracio u s S o v e re ig n . 
K in g  E d w a rd  V I I I ,  w e w ish with loyalty  
and "affection that his reign  m ay be long  
and peaceful and that he m ay for m any 
ye ars be w ith  us as our Colonel-in-Chief.

T h is  quarter has been a busy one w ith  
11s, as these notes w ill show , and our 
num bers n ow  re giste r 469 all ranks. 
N o th in g  like hard w ork  fo r m aintaining  
one’s strength .

O n  22nd Ja n u a ry  six  officers attended  
a B rig a d e  sand-table exercise conducted  
b y the B rig a d e  M a jo r  at the Lo n d o n  D is­
trict Sch o o l of Instru ction, and in a few  
hours we m ade an interesting tour from  
the base to railhead and on to advanced  
positions, n oting on the w a y  the method 
and distribution o f all supplies, evacu a­
tion o f w ounded, etc. T h e  neat little 
model hospital ships in the base harbour 
brought back m em ories to those o f us 
w ho w ere lu ck y enough to g e t “  B lig h ty  
ones ”  in the late w ar.

O n 2nd F e b ru a ry  w e had a g o o d  m uster 
of officers. W .O s . and Se rg e an ts for a 
T . E . W . T .  in the vicin ity o f M ytch ett.

T h e  B attalion F ire  D irection C om peti­
tion w as held on the 20th and resulted in 
a w in fo r ”  H . Q .”  W in g  w ith 7 2  points. 
“  D  ”  C om p an y b eing second w ith 65 
points, and ”  B  ”  (S .)  C om p an y third 
with 61 points. L n fo rtu n a te ly , “  H . Q .”  
W in g , not being eligible to com pete in 
the B rig a d e  com petition w hich follow ed.

“ D ”  C o m p an y represented the B attalion, 
but took on ly third place this ye ar, and  
w e hand o ve r the shield w ith co n gra tu la­
tions to the 7th B attalion.

O u r A n n u al P rize  D istribution w as held 
at H ead q u a rte rs on the 26th, and the 
L o rd -L ie u te n a n t o f the C o u n ty, C ol. T h e  
R ig h t  H o n . T h e  L o r d  R och d a le , pre­
sented the trophies before a la rg e  and  
distinguished audience. A m o n g  those  
present w ere S ir  M o n ta g u  and L a d y  
Sh arp e, C ol. H ib b ert, D .S .O . (C om m and­
in g  132n d  In fan try B rig a d e ), C o l. G arner. 
C .M .G .,  T .D .  (H o n o ra ry  C o lo n el), Col.
A .  M . O . A n w y l P assin g h a m , O . B .E . ,  
the M a y o r  and M ay o ress of E a lin g  (A ld e r­
man and M rs. J .  J .  L y n c h ), and m an y past  
officers o f the B attalion, including Col. 
Pank, C .M .G .,  D .S .O ..  T . D . ,  C ol. and 
M rs. D am s, M a jo r  and M rs. H irst, C apt. 
Palm er, C ap t. and M rs. de Sa lis, and M r. 
K . T .  V .  R ussell.

L o r d  R och d ale  dined in M e ss w ith the 
officers before the cerem ony, d u ring  
w hich the B an d  played selections, and 
later g a v e  a short p rogram m e of lively  
m usic before and after the p rize-givin g. 
T h e  fo llo w in g w ere the aw ard s : —

The H erbert Cup (highest percentage  
of attendances at A nnual T ra in in g ).—  
“  A  ”  C om pany.

Col. Garner’s Efficiency Cup.— “  B  
(S .)  C om pany.

Battalion Sports Cup.— “  B  ”  (S .)  C o m ­
pany.

Col. B o tt’s Cup (highest points in the  
B rig a d e  L . G .  C om petition).— “  C  ”  C o m ­
pany.

Battalion Challenge Cup (highest points 
A n n u al W ea p o n  Training- C o u rse ).— “ D ”  
C om pany.

Col. Dam ’s Winter Weapon Training  
Cup.— “  D  ”  C om pany.

Miniature R ange Shield.— “  D  C om - 
pany.

M ontgom ery M emorial Cup. —  “  D  ”  
C om pany.

Cross-Country Cup.— “  D  ”  C om pany.
Fenton B o xin g  Cup.— ' D  C om pany.
M ajor Lazve’s Challenge Cup (highest 

percentage of efficients!.— “ H . Q .”  W in g .
Ladies of W hifton Challenge Cup (h igh­

est points in the H ig h  Sh e riff's  C u p ).—  
“  H . Q .”  W in g .

Isleworth Cup (D rill and T a ctic s) .—  
“  H . Q .”  W in g .

Gamage Football Cup.— “  H .Q . W ing.
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Individual w in n e rs : —
Col. B o tt's  Cup, Officers (highest points 

in the L o rd -L ie u te n a n t’s C om p etition).—  
L ieu t. &  O rm r. S . A .  C o x .

Ladies' Cup, IV .0 ., A T.C .O . or Man 
(sam e conditions).— Pte. B ro w n e, “  A  
C om p an y.

Col. B aker's  Signalling Cup (highest 
points in A n n ual C lassification).—  
C .Q .M .S .  A . W o od all, “  H . Q .”  W in g , 
C p l. G ill, “  A  ”  C om p an y, and Pte. 
B ald ry, “  H . Q .”  W in g . 100 per cent, 
m arks each.

Battalion Bugle Competition.— I, D m r. 
M o b le y ; 2, D m r. R ockliff.

Sergeants' Shooting Cup.— S e rg t. Jo h n ­
son, “  C  ”  C om pany.

Recruiting Trophy  (aw arded by M iddle­
sex T .A .  A sso ciatio n  to the P .S .I .  obtain­
ing the highest num ber of recruits 
throughout the y e a r).— C .S .M . B a rb er,
“  D  ”  C om p an y (37  recruits).

W e  w ill close our notes w ith a few  brief 
rem arks upon our recent sp orting activi­
ties, and b o x in g  has perhaps been the 
forem ost of these. W e  had an interesting  
m atch ag ain st the R o y a l F u siliers at 
H o u n slo w  B a rra ck s, which w as draw n. 
L ./ C p l .  Jon e s and P te. Sh arpe w on their 
fights. Pte. Colem an lost on points to 
one of the C arabiniers in a special contest 
after a v e ry  close fight.

In the B rig a d e  Cham pionships w e w ere  
unfortunately w ithout one or tw o  of our 
first strin gs, but tied for second place with  
the 7th B attalion. C on gratu lations to 
the 9th Battalion on retaining the cup.

In the D ivisional contest w e w ere repre­
sented by Pte. B ro w n , w ho knocked out 
his opponent and went on to reach the 
finals of the T .A .  held at the A lb ert H all.

O n Sa tu rd a y , 14th M arch , w e once 
again  visited the A ero d ro m e at N orth olt. 
w here, through the kindness of the 
R . A . F . .  w e held the B attalion C ro ss-  
C o u n try R un. T h is  w as again  w on  by 
“  D  ”  C om p an y, with “  H . Q .”  W in g  a 
close second, w ho actually had the first 
six men hom e. “  C  ”  C om p an y team  
had a w a lk -o ve r! It m ust have been 
the smell of the sau sages and chips being  
prepared in the Canteen which tem pted 
them  to take the b y-p ass!

O u r Battalion team  will be takin g part 
in the forth com ing D ivisional and T .A .  
runs.

O B I T U A R Y .

W e  re gre t to record the death of M a jo r  
H . D . N o rw o o d  and R .Q .M .S .  H ards.

M a jo r  N o rw o o d  served in the Battalion  
and until quite recently w as a regu lar  
attendant at our O ld Com rades* Reunion  
D inner. T h e  A d ju ta n t, several other 
ranks and a b u g ler attended the funeral 
at Staines.

R .Q .M .S .  H a rd s met his death as the 
result o f an accident. H e  w as fo r some 
ye ars C .Q .M .S .  of “  H . Q . ”  W in g , and 
as Se cre ta ry  of the So cial Club and a keen  
footballer he took an active interest in the 
affairs o f the W in g .

T o  the relatives of the deceased w e offer 
our sincere sym pathy.

“  H . Q .”  W I N G .
Since our last notes the M iniature  

R a n g e  Shield Com petition and the C ro ss- 
C o u n try R u n  have taken place.

M i n i a t u r e  R a n g e  S h i e l d  C o m p e t i t i o n .

W e  w on  the M iniature R a n g e  Shield, 
but unfortunately w e w ere unable to re­
present the B attalion in the B rig ad e , as 
w e are not a rifle com pany. T h e  team  
w as as fo llo w s : —

Cpl. C astree (Section  Com m ander), 
L . / C p l .  H a rp e r, and P tes. Billim ore. 
Bennett and H azell. R e s e r v e : P te.
W hiterod .

I n t e r - C o m p a n y  C r o s s - C o u n t r y  R u n .  

T h is  took place at N o rth o lt on 
14th F e b ru a ry, and after a v e ry  hard  
race w ith l* D  ”  C om p an y w e finished 
second. W e  co n gratu late  the fo llo w in g  
men on their fine e ffo rt : —

Ptes. G ibson, K irso p p . K .  W h itw o rth , 
Chandler, G oodsir. R od den. B ro o k e r, 
G re g o ry  and G . W h itw o rth .

T h e  fo llo w in g have been selected to 
represent the B attalion in the D ivision al 
R u n : P tes. G ibson and W h itw o rth : re­
serves, P tes. K irso p p  and G oodsir.

W e  are v e ry so rry  to lose M a jo r  Ellis  
on takin g o ver Second-in-C om m and. and 
w elcom e C ap t. H a rtle y  as our new  C o m ­
pany Com m ander.

A t  the time o f w ritin g , som e of us are 
looking fo rw ard  to E a ste r  training at 
Portsm outh w ith the 2nd B attalion.
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“  A  ”  C O M P A N Y .

S t o p  P r e s s .

R ecruiting .— W e  w elcom e all new  re­
cruits to the C om pany, and earnestly hope 
that th ey will brin g at least one pal alo n g  
to the C o m p an y Office per month.

P rizes .— T h e  C om p an y Com m ander has 
inform ed the editor of these notes that 
the C o m p an y is g o in g  all out for prizes 
this year. S o  step up. yo u  brigh t you th s, 
and w in yo u r “  spu rs,*’ o r yo u r first black  
e y e !

Sm all A rm s .— W e  understand that the 
R eg im en t is to be made into a m achine- 
gu n  regim ent. I f  this is the case, we  
hope to e n jo y ourselves, as a bird w hispers 
that M .G s . are w ater-cooled and' in the 
event of a cam paign in the middle o f a 
desert the chances are that b re w e ry shares 
m a y increase and the gu ns w ill show  a 
la rg e  am ount o f ullage.

Courses.— W e  con gratu late  2 / L ie u t.  
C . W . Su m m ers on p a ssin g his “  prom o­
tion to C aptain ”  exam ination.

2 / L ieu t. H am ilton attended a T ran sp o rt  
C ou rse at the L . D . S . I .  and obtained a 
satisfacto ry report. W e  hope that is not 
to be taken as initiation fo r future share  
pushing,

L ./ C p l s .  C ostello  and R ayn sfo rd  
attended a W ea p o n  T ra in in g  Cou rse at 
the L . D . S . I . .  and obtained satisfactory  
reports A p p aren tly  they both read last 
qu arter’ s Jo u rn al notes and are try in g  to  
qualify fo r the position o f w ater diviners.

T .E .IV .T .— T h e  Com p any Com m ander 
is g o in g  to B rig h to n  fo r a T . E . W . T .  in 
the near future. M o re  I cannot say at 
the m om ent, but I w ill tell yo u  w hat he 
looks like w hen he returns.

Parade Attendance.— Parades are now  
a v e ra g in g  a g o o d  3 3 J  per cent, of the 
C o m p an y’ s stren gth , which is a distinct 
im provem ent on last year.

P o ts .— W e  w ish to con gratu late all 
ranks on putting up a v e r y  fine show  at 
cam p last year, and thereby w inning the 
H erbert Cup fo r the highest percentage  
attending A n n ual T ra in in g . Consid ering  
that this w as A ld ersh o t, w e consider this 
is indeed a feather in our cap.

W e  also co n gratu late  Pte. D . R . 
B ro w n e  on w in n ing the L a d ie s ' Cup for 
the highest score in the L o rd -L ie u te n a n t’s 
C om petition at the B rig a d e  R ifle M eetin g.

G a s !— A  sew er overflow  in Su nb u ry- 
o n-Th am es caused a la rg e  cloud o f per­
sistent g a s  to h a n g o ver H am pton , and 
it w as been said that S e r g t .-M a jo r  A tk in s, 
after h a vin g attended a G as C o u rse re­
cently. dashed out into the road w ith a 
20-packet o f W ills  in his hand to see if 
any red spots appeared on the co ve r, be­
fore he w renched his m ask a w a y  from  the 
baby. W e  understand that red spots did 
not ap pear, but one or tw o Indian m am ­
mals did and so our S e r g t .-M a jo r  is re fe r­
ring to the various m anuals, p a ragrap h s, 
sub-paragraph s and am endm ents to find 
out the cause o f this phenom enon.

“  B  (S .)  C O M P A N Y .

A ll ranks w ere v e ry  so rry  to hear of 
the illness of M a jo r  M ad d e x. and are glad  
to learn that he is n ow  w ell on the road  
to re co very . H e  has the best w ishes o f  
e veryone fo r a speedy return to the 
C om p an y.

T h e  C o m p an y has suffered a  loss in the 
death o f P te. G . C h ick, w ho w as killed in 
an accident in E a lin g . A  keen m em ber 
o f the C om p an y, his untim ely death will 
be g re a tly  felt b y all. A  w reath  from  
the C o m p an y w as placed on the g r a v e  b y  
a se rv in g  m em ber in uniform .

N o w — in a m ore cheerful strain.

In the absence of M a jo r  M ad d e x, L ieu t. 
R ed d y has taken over the C om p an y, and 
is keeping the old flag  flying w ith a  ve n ­
geance. W e — that m eans everyone— aim  
at once again  p ro v in g  that “  B  is best.

Sp rin g -cle an in g and redecoration have  
been in full sw in g  in the b ar and club- 
room , and both are n ow  resplendent in 
their new  uniform . T h e re  is absolutely  
no foundation fo r the rum ou r that the 
local W o o lw o rth ’ s sold out o f “  L ig h t  
Stone ”  and “  C h o c o la te .”

T h e  new  dart-b oard and table tennis 
have been used w ith  g u sto , and the Club  
m em bers are  alread y lining up for the 
repaired billiard table that is on the w ay.
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C o n gra tu latio n s to P te. F . Bond on his 
re ally  splendid results in the D ivisional 
B o x in g . H e  g o t  as far as the final, but 
w a s un fortun ately defeated. B etter luck 
n ext tim e.

A t  the time o f w ritin g , the cro ss­
co u n try run is the next sporting event. 
A lth o u g h  there are not as m any entries 
as w e  should like, w e hope to m aintain  
our usual standard in this particular 
sphere.

N o w  that the W a r  Office has at last 
realized the trem endous im portance of the 
T . A . ,  w e hope to put in som e really use­
ful training, and— w ho k n o w s?— w e m ay 
be m echanized b efore  a .d .2 0 0 0 !

S e r g t .-M a jo r  T restain  has readily fallen 
into T errito rial routine, but has had a 
spot of bother w ith the local m ilkm an  
over h alf a dozen e g g s  and a quarter of 
B ro o k e  B on ds. F ie  looks v e ry  efficient 
sitting b efore  the typ ew riter, and is quite 
g o o d  at figures.

W e  have ju st learnt w ith deep regret  
of the unfortunate accident w hich re­
sulted in the death of R .Q .M .S .  H a rd s, 
and offer our deepest sym pathy.

“  D  ”  C O M P A N Y .

W e  unfortunately m issed the last issue, 
but w e m ust claim , even w hile ap olo giz­
in g, that w e  w ere so busy that w e had 
passed the date for publication before we  
could look round. T h e  pro o f of this, 
w e hope, w ill be seen b y the fo llo w in g  
new s.

T h e  C o m p an y has gone righ t ahead, 
and w e hope that this will be kept up 
fo r next ye ar. B e fo re  describing our 
trium phs w e w ould like to con gratu late  
the m ain reason fo r our successes, q e.,
C .S .M . B a rb er, on w inning the R ecru itin g  
Cup for the h ighest num ber of recruits 
and w e have g re a t hopes that this will 
be follow ed b y yet another this year. 
O u r strength is now  84, and so w e look  
like g e ttin g to the coveted century even 
yet.

T o  cut a lo n g story short, w e  w ere  
successful in w inning the fo llo w in g cups 
and trophies, which w ere presented at the

Battalion P rize G ivin g  on 26th F e b ru a ry  
b y the L o rd -L ie u te n a n t o f M idd lesex, 
L o rd  R o c h d a le : —

M o n tg o m e ry M em orial Cup fo r B a t­
talion Cham pionship, B attalion  C h allenge  
C up fo r h ighest score in the Annual 
W eap o n  T ra in in g  C ou rse, C ro ss-C o u n try  
Cup, F en ton  B o x in g  C up , M iniature  
R a n g e  Sh ield, Col. D a m ’ s Cup for  
W in te r W ea p o n  T ra in in g  Com petition, 
and the A sso ciatio n  Cup for the P .S .I .  
obtaining the h igh est num ber of recruits  
in the year.

W e  have recently com peted for the F ire  
D irection Cup ag ain , but unfortunately  
lost to “  H . Q . ”  W in g . H e a rty  con­
gratu lation s to the latter.

W e  w ere chosen to represent the B a t­
talion in the B rig a d e  Sh o ot, but here 
a g ain  w e w ere not up to our standard. 
H o w e v e r, w e  m ade up for this lapse by  
again  w inning the C ro ss-C o u n try  R u n , 
supp lying th e 'first three m en hom e. W e  
con gratu late P te. Sh epperd on winning 
this event, but at the sam e tim e regre t  
that he w as disch arged next day. W e  
are therefore ve ry  anxious fo r a few  m ore  
g o o d  runners.

T u rn in g  to b o x in g , as stated w e  w ere  
successful in w inning the B attalion Cup, 
and the B attalion only ju st lost to the 9th 
Battalion, b eing second w ith the 7th  
B attalion. H e a rty  con gratu lations to 
P te. B ro w n  on his fine effort in the C h am ­
pionships at the A lb e rt H a ll, w here he 
lost in the semi-final.

W e  are n ow  in the m idst o f the pre­
lim inary to B isle y  on the ran g e, and are 
pleased to see that the recruits are  com in g  
alo n g well.

W e  are pleased to say that w e have tw o  
gentlem en attached to the C om p an y be­
fore com in g in as (w e hope) C om p an y  
officers. W e  sincerely hope that our wish 
com es true, as w e can do w ith som e m ore  
keen officers.

W e  find that w e have kept ve ry  strictly  
to the w o rk in g  side of our life, but we  
also m anage to have a  v e ry  cheerful time 
as well.

In closin g, w e m ust say that w e are 
keenly lo o k in g fo rw ard  to a renew al of 
our acquaintance w ith F alm er.
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CORRESPONDENCE.

M o a s c a r , I s m a i l i a , 
E g y p t .

January , 1936.

To the E ditor o f “  The D ie-H ards.”  
D ea r  S i r ,

I enclose an interesting extract from  
G eneral F o u lk e s ’ book, “  G a s .”

T h e  1st M idd lesex did m ake a m ost 
ga llan t attack on 25th  Septem ber, 19 15 .  
A t  that time the Battalion w as under the 
com m and of L ie u t.-C o l. R o w le y  (now  
B rig .-G e n e ra l), and it is certain that a few  
o f our m en did penetrate the G erm an  
front line on the northern p art of the 
fron tag e  o f the battalion opposite the 
mine crater “  Point D , ”  but it w as never  
claim ed that our men had actu ally seized  
a part of their first objective. N o  officer 
o r m an from  “  B , ”  “  C  ”  o r “  A  ”  C o m ­
pany g o t  their objectives, although Capt. 
D eigh to n . O .C . “  C  ”  C om p an y, w as last 
seen in the act of g e ttin g  th rou gh  a gap  
in the G erm an w ire.

T h e  tw o  officers referred to in the letter 
w ere L ie u ts. C h oate and H e n ry, who  
cam e th rou gh  the ordeal unscathed in 
addition to L ie u t.-C o l. R o w le y  and Capt. 
and A d jt . M . B ro w n e  (late O .C . 2nd  
Battalion). T h e  C om p an y C .O s . w e r e : 

“  A . ” — Capt. A . D y e r (killed).
“  B . ” — M a jo r  Sw ain so n  (late O .C .,  2nd  

M idd lesex, w ounded).
“  C . ” — Capt. D eigh to n, M .C . (killed).
“  D  ” — Capt. N . Y .  L .  W elm an .

D .S .O . (killed).
I t  is g r a tify in g  to know  that the 

suprem ely gallan t attack of the 1st B a t­
talion has at last been recognized, as at 
the time they w ere inform ed after the 
attack that “  it w as never anticipated the 
attack w ould su cceed .”

In  spite, h ow ever, of the appalling  
losses, the 1st B attalion resuscitated itself 
in a rem arkable m anner.

H . W . M . S .

E X T R A C T  F R O M  “  G A S !  ”

T h e  S t o r y  o f  th e  S pe c ia l  B r ig a d e . 
B y  M a jo r -G en eral  C . H . F o u l k e s . 
A s  the G erm an w ire w as found to be 

intact, none o f their trenches w ere gained

e xcep tin g on the extrem e rig h t of the 
D ivision  fr o n t : here the g a s disch arged  
b y the 9th D ivision on the righ t, drifting  
north w ards, reached the objectives of the 
1st M id d le sex R e g im e n t (of the 2nd D iv i­
sion), w ho m ade one o f the m ost gallan t  
efforts of the day, and w ounded men from  
this battalion reported h a vin g  seen m any  
g a sse d  G erm ans in this section of the 
G erm an line. (A c tu a lly  this drift o f the 
g a s  cloud from  righ t to left occurred all 
a lo n g the front o f the F ir s t  A r m y , so that 
even w hen D ivisions gained no ad van tage  
from  the g a s  disch arged on their own  
fron t the troops on their left had the 
benefit of it).

T h e  reports referred to above, m ade by  
wounded m en, w ere discredited at the 
tim e; but tw o  letters w ere b ro u g h t to m y  
notice a w eek or tw o  later w hich con­
firm ed their statem ents. T h e  first w as  
w ritten to a friend b y  a telephonist on the 
headquarter staff of the 1st  M id d lesex  
R eg im en t w hen in hospital in E n g la n d , 
and it reached me th ro u g h  the ce n so r’s 
office, the fo llo w in g b ein g an e x tra c t : —

“  I don’ t w an t to see another scene like 
last S a tu rd a y m o rn in g. It  w as ju st hell 
w ith the lid off. Y o u  w ill have read of 
the splendid ad vance w e  m ade south of 
the L a  B a sse e  C a n a l. T h e  artillery bom ­
barded them  for fou r days and fou r nights, 
never stopped, seven hundred g u n s behind 
us. A t  5 .4 5  on S a tu rd a y m orn in g w e  
turned the g a s  on the devils— it w a s an 
a w fu l s igh t— and at 6 .30  w e clim bed oyer 
the parapet and ch arge d  them . I carried  
a field telep h on e: fou r o f us started ; I 
w as the only one to reach the first G e r­
m an trench, w hich w as full o f dead, about 
three or fou r deep, all gassed . B u t th ey  
had the m achine gu ns in the third-line  
trenches and th ey m ow ed us dow n, and 
everyw h ere w as mud and blood. W h en  
they called the roll on the 1s t  M id d lesex  
96 answ ered present out of 1,0 20 . A ll  the 
officers except tw o  w ent d o w n : but that is 
the price of v icto ry. P o o r B ain es w as  
killed. T h e  last I  saw  o f him  w as run­
ning dow n after som e G erm an s dow n  
their com m unication trench, bom bing  
them  as he w e n t.” *

* According to the Official History, this battalion 
did not pass the German wire, which they are said 
to have found intact.



5o8 T H E  D IE -H A R D S

T h e  B a r r a c k s ,
M i l l  H i l l ,  N .W .

1 5 th A p ril, 1936.
D e a r  S i r ,

In  the course o f the past m onths the 
Se cre ta ry  of the M idd lesex R eg im en t Old  
C om rades A sso ciatio n  has ascertained  
that in the case o f certain S e rvice  B a t­
talions of the R egim en t there are in actual 
livin g existence unit Old Com rades A s s o ­
ciations.

H e  has also learnt in consequence of 
inquiries made that these unit A sso cia ­
tions have no real connection w ith their 
parent A sso ciatio n  representing the w hole 
M iddlesex R eg im en t, including R e g u la r, 
T errito ria l, Special R e se rve , S e rv ice  B a t­
talions and, in fact, e ve ry  unit, w hether 
existin g o r not, which bears or has borne  
the title of the R egim en t.

Y o u  will be aw are that one of the 
prim ary aim s of the R eg im en tal A sso c ia ­
tion is to prom ote esprit de corps and to 
unite in com m on union, purpose and com ­
radeship all ranks past and present of the 
M idd lesex R eg im en t.

B e arin g  in mind the enorm ous increase  
in the num ber of units bearing the R e g i­
m ental title, w hich resulted from  the 
G reat W a r , it has for m any years been 
a m atter fo r both re g re t and surprise  
that the num bers of O ld Com rades  
attending R egim en tal functions such as 
Old C o m rad es' dinners and social g a th er­
in gs should be so sm all and should 
bear so slight a relation to the num ­
bers serv in g in the R egim en tal ranks  
in the late w a r. It  is felt that at present 
this deficiency in num bers m ust bear 
obvious w itness to the fact that the R e g i­
m ental A sso ciatio n  is not e xertin g its full 
influence in re g ard  to the purposes for 
w hich it w as form ed, and that this failure 
is m ost m arked in re gard  to units raised  
in the late w ar and since disbanded.

In this connection, it is desired to m en­
tion that the continued existence of so 
m any unit O ld C om rades A ssociation s  
som e tw en ty years after the A rm istice  of 
19 18  is a result w hich redounds to the 
credit of our R eg im en t, and is a livin g  
p ro o f of that pride of com radeship which 
existed so stron g ly during the period of 
the %var.

F o r  reasons already given , it is, h o w ­
e ver, desirable and u rgen t to extend, to  
b road cast and to strengthen these most

adm irable activities. It  is also im portant 
to cem ent them in the com m on union and 
purpose of the R egim en t.

It  is w ith that object that the following- 
prop osals are m ade, and in w hich yo u r  
w illin g co-operation is desired and is 
essential fo r success.

In  this connection it is perhaps unneces­
sary to hasten to add that in m aking such 
proposals there is neither intention nor 
w ish to interfere in the w ork  now  being  
perform ed b y  an unit A sso ciatio n . It  is, 
h o w ever, contended that close touch can  
be obtained betw een R egim en tal and Unit 
A ssociation s th rou gh  the m edium of the  
R egim en tal paper, T h e  D i e - H a r d s  Jo u r ­
nal, which is issued q uarterly. A t  present 
the Jo u rn a l contains a full record o f the  
life of the existin g B attalions of the R e g i­
m ent, and the activities of the R egim en tal 
A sso ciatio n . N o te s are also included re­
g a rd in g  O ld C om rades, to ge th er with  
obitu ary notices concerning the death of 
m em bers of the R egim en t.

It is n ow  su g g e ste d  that the Secretaries  
or officials of all unit O ld C om rades A s s o ­
ciations should keep in close touch with 
the S e cre ta ry  of the R egim en tal A sso cia ­
tion, furnishing him w ith records of their 
activities and a rra n g in g  with him for the 
publication of such notices as th ey m ay  
desire to b rin g to the eyes o f O ld C o m ­
rades. I f  you w ould a g ree  to this pro­
posal, the Se cre ta ry  w ill com m unicate de­
tails of procedure to you  direct.

It  is thus trusted that this proposal will 
not only tend to render the existence of 
unit A sso ciatio n s m ore w idely know n, but 
will also have the happy and desirable  
effect of w idening the num bers included 
in the R egim en tal A sso ciatio n , and thus 
help to fo ster the purposes for w hich it 
w as form ed.

In  this connection, it is only righ t to 
indicate that from  the profit on sales of 
T h e  D i e - H a r d s  Jou rn al a ve ry m aterial 
sum  is added to the funds of the R e g i­
m ental A sso ciatio n  so u rg en tly  needed for 
the relief of distress in the case of e x ­
soldiers of the R egim en t.

Y o u  will be aw are that m any such cases 
of financial assistance are devoted to the 
relief of ex-soldiers of Se rvice  Battalions  
of the R eg im en t. Sh ould yo u  so desire, 
the Se cre ta ry  will alw ays arra n g e  to notify  
to yo u  any case in which an ex-soldier of 
yo u r unit has been assisted. E q u ally .
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yo u  could brin g to his notice cases re­
quiring financial or other help (such as 
em ploym ent, advice, etc.). T h e  S e cre ta ry  
is at all tim es anxious and ready to use 
e ve ry  effort to assist such cases.

In conclusion, it is urged that this p ro ­
posed co-operation will g re a tly  strengthen  
R egim en tal esprit de corps and will widen  
the scope o f both R egim en tal and U nit  
A sso ciatio n s as a  w hole. T h e  ties which  
should unite all units of the R eg im en t will 
be im proved, and our com m on purpose  
assisted.

A n  early answ er to these proposals is 
sou gh t, the replies being forw ard ed at 
yo u r convenience to the Se cre ta ry  o f the 
M id d lesex R egim en tal O ld C om rades  
A ssociation .

Y o u rs  faithfully,
A .  M . O . A n w y l  P a s s i n g h a m ,  Col., 

Chairm an, R egim en tal A sso ciatio n  of 
the M id d lesex R egim en t ( D .C .O .) .

A d dressed to O ld Com rades A sso cia ­
tions of 7th , 8th, 9th, is t/ io th , 2 n d /io th , 
n t h , 12th , 13th , 16th , 17th  and 23rd  
Battalions.

  —  -

9th BATTALION NOTES.

^ J O T E S  on the activities o f the B a t-  
talion are once again  in dem and, and 

it seem s only yesterd ay that those for the 
F e b ru a ry  issue w ere b eing com piled. T h e  
difficulty alw ays lies in deciding w hich 
events in the life o f the B attalion are of 
m ost interest. F o r  instance, do yo u  w ant 
to kn ow  that w e are startin g shootin g at 
B isle y on 29th M arch , or -would you  
rather w e told you  that a certain b o xin g  
S e rg e a n t in “  B  ”  C o m p an y had had all 
his teeth out in order to save his oppo­
nents tro u b le? W e  hope that yo u  realize 
our difficulty, because there is no doubt 
that notes for the R egim en tal M agazin e  
g e n era lly  read m ore like a catalogue than 
an yth ing else.

W e  heartily con gratu late C apt. F .  G. 
H o g g  and L ieu t. B . L .  Sutcliffe on pass­
ing their prom otion exam inations, and the 
latter on obtaining a “  D . ”

W e  w elcom e 2 / L ie u t . J .  T . B u ll to the 
Battalion.

O n 29th F e b ru a ry  an officers’ week-end  
tactical exercise w as carried out at

F risto n . T h e  subject w as “  D e fe n ce ,”  
and the g ro u n d  lent itself so adm irably to 
the schem e that it m ade the exercise  
doubly interesting, particu larly as w e  
knew  the grou nd , h a vin g  been there for 
A n n u al T ra in in g . It  w as a ve ry  enjoyable  
w eek-end, and w as m ore so o w in g  to the 
C .O . ’s and M rs. L a m o n t’s hospitality in 
g iv in g  us all a w on d erful lunch on the 
Su n d ay at their house at F risto n , and w e  
w ould like to take this opportunity of 
thankin g them  v e ry  m uch fo r their kind­
ness to us.

T h e  T ra n sp o rt Se ctio n  has been doing- 
e xtra S u n d ay training, and large-,sized 
cart horses have been seen d ig g in g  up 
the square under the supervision o f the 
T ran sp o rt Officer. H o w e v e r, th ey have  
not been alone in their industry, fo r the 
S ig n a l Section  have been seen perfo rm in g  
their curious antics at C h orley W o o d  on 
at least tw o  Su n d ay m ornings. T h e  S e c ­
tion held a v e ry  successful course at H e ad ­
quarters d u ring F e b ru a ry  and M arch , and 
are lookin g fo rw ard  to g o in g  to P o rts­
m outh at E a ste r. It seem s that the 
ad van tage s and interest of sign allin g are  
becom ing m ore appreciated, and this is 
show n by the num ber o f recruits, but w e  
w ould like to point out that m any m ore  
are needed.

L ie u t. H . W . W . G ra y  and 2 / L ie u t .  
W . F .  Parlane attended an Intelligence  
Cou rse at the L o n d o n  D istrict Sch o o l of 
Instruction. It  seem s to be the cause  
of m irth to som e people, but no doubt 
th e y learnt a g re a t deal. L ieu t. G ra y  
has n ow  em barked upon an A n ti-G a s  
C o u rse at A lb a n y  Street.

O n 20th M arch  a reconnaissance w as  
held at F a lm e r for officers, for, as you  
will see in the other B attalion notes, we  
are g o in g  there for A n n u al T ra in in g  
again  this year.

T h e  O ld C om rades held their A n n ual 
D inner at Pound L a n e  on 7th M arch , and 
a ve ry  successful dinner it w as. L ie u t.- 
C ol. L am o n t, C ol. B lum feld. and fou r  
other form er Com m an din g O fficers 
attended am on gst m any officers and e x ­
m em bers o f the B attalio n, and, w hile  
m entioning successful dinners, w e m ust 
not fo rg e t that o f “  D  ’ ’ C o m p an y on 29th  
M arch . W e  w ou ld like C ap t. H ardcastle  
to tell us e x a ctly  w hat “  an implement of 
boast ”  is som etim e.

“  B  ”  (S .)  C o m p an y w on the Battalion  
F ire  D irection  Com petition.
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W e  w ere v e ry  so rry to hear that 
2 / L ie u t . M . J .  A b b o tt  had left us, as he 
has obtained a post in H o n g  K o n g , but 
w e w ish him  the best o f luck. O u r other 
departure is that of C .S .M . Sim m orids, 
w h o is g o in g  back to the hom e service  
Battalion. W e  shall m iss him , and hope 
that he w ill still keep in touch w ith us. 
W e  w ish  him , also, all the best, and at 
the sam e time w elcom e his successor, 
C .S .M . D onaldson, also of the 2nd B a t­
talion. W e  hope he w ill e n jo y his stay  
w ith us.

F oo tb all is p ro g re ssin g  w ell, and w e  
hope to enter a b ig g e r  leagu e n ext season. 
W e  are keeping our place as second in 
the W em b le y and D istrict L e a g u e , and 
m ay be at the top yet. A  lot of new  
players have been found, and w e have  
e very prospect o f a jo lly  go o d  season n ext

y e a r- . . ,
S h o o tin g  on the m iniature ran g e  has 

started again , and m any m atches have 
been arran g ed  b y  the Club.

O w in g  to the increased im portance ot 
the T errito ria l A rm y — or perhaps it would  
be m ore accurate to sa y  the increased  
public interest in the T errito ria l A rm y  
our recru itin g is ve ry  m uch on the up­
grade. W e  feel that, alth ough  a great  
deal of nonsense is talked about 1  erri- 
torials, it is definitely g ra tify in g  to know  
that w e do fill an im portant part in the 
defence of the coun try. _ T h is  publicity 
has achieved som eth ing if it has told the 
private soldier w h at his w ork  is for, and 
it is surprisin g h o w  few  really knew  w h y  
thev did their train in g before.

B O X I N G .

T h e  past b o x in g  season has been a
successful one for the Battalion, com ­
m encing w ith the M idd lesex G ro u p , which  
took place at H ead q u arters, Pound L a n e , 
W illesden. T h is  m eeting w as w ell sup­
ported, and the spectators w ere treated to 
an exhibition of skill as w ell as to some 
really hard and clean fighting.

R esults and points : —
1 oth B n . M idd lesex R eg im en t ... 12
2  7th B n . M idd lesex R eg im en t ... 6
3. 8th B n . M idd lesex R eg im en t ... 6
4. 44th D ivisional S ig n a ls ................  0

T h e  fo llo w in g individual successes w ere
obtained b y  personnel of the 9th B a t­
ta l io n :—

F ly -w e ig lit .— D m r. W . R ou tled ge. 
B a n ta m -w eig h t.— P te. G . Sm ith. 
F e a th e r-w e ig h t.— P te. R . Chick. 
W elte r-w e ig h t.— P te. A . Gaitt.
L ig h t  H e a v y -w e ig h t.— Cpl. A .  M ajo r. 
H e a v y -w e ig h t.— P te. J .  W eaterton .
T h e  D ivision al Cham pionships M eeting  

held at Ch elsea w as w ell supported by  
m em bers of the 9th B attalion. T h e  A d ju ­
tant, w ho w as responsible for o rgan izin g  
this m eeting, w as ably supported b y the 
senior N .C .O s . of the B attalion, and it 
w as due to their efforts that the m eeting  
w a s a gre a t success, in spite of the m iss­
ing blackboards.

R esu lts and points : —
9th B n. M idd lesex R e g im e n t ................  10
5th B n . Q u een ’ s R o y a l R egim en t ... 6
8th B n. M id d lesex R e g im e n t ................  3
5th B n . Q .O . R .W .K .  R eg im en t ... 2
4th B n. R o y a l S u sse x  R egim en t ... 2
6th B n . E a s t  S u rre y  R eg im en t ... 2
7th B n . M idd lesex R e g im e n t ................  1
4th Bn. Q u een ’s R o y a l R eg im en t ... 1
58th F ie ld  B rig ad e , R . A ..........................  1

T h e  fo llo w in g m en of the Battalion w on  
their respective w eigh ts in the Cham pion­
ships : —

F ly -w e ig h t .— D m r. W . R ou tled ge. 
F e a th e r-w e ig h t.— P te. R . C h ick. 
W e lte r-w eig h t.— P te. A .  Gaitt. 
H e a v y -w e ig h t.— P te . J .  W ea te rton . 
2 / L ie u t . D . F .  H ill and the w inners of 

the D ivisional Cham pionships represented  
the 44th ( H .C .)  D ivision  at the A lb e rt  
H all, and the duties of C ap t. H . W . C lay- 
den, w ho acted as team  captain, w ere con­
siderably lightened b y the fact that five 
m em bers of the team  of eight cam e from  
the 9th Bn. T h e  M idd lesex R egim en t. 
T h e  elim inating rounds w ere fo u gh t at 
the H ead quarters o f the L o n d o n  Scottish . 
2 / L ie u t . H ill, and P tes. G aitt and W e a te r­
ton w ere successful in reaching the finals, 
and all three w on  their w eigh ts at the 
A lb e rt H all. W e  con gratu late them on 
their splendid effort. T h e  fact of h aving  
three T e rrito ria l A rm y  individual chair, 
pions m ust be alm ost a record.

•• I I . Q . ”  W I N G .

T ra in in g  has been p ro g ressin g  steadily 
during the past three m onths, e very de­
partm ent of “  H . Q .”  doing their bit.

T h e  S ig n a lle rs ’ ranks are sadly depleted, 
but at the m om ent of w ritin g several
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prom ising recruits have been posted, and 
things are lookin g a bit brigh ter.

In the Battalion and B rig a d e  B o x in g  
Cham pionships w e had a w inner in the 
light h eavy-w eigh t class, Cpl. A .  M a jo r, 
w hom  w e con gratu late on a ve ry  go o d  
p erform ance fo r an “  old u n .”

A s  a m atter o f fact, the R egim en tal 
Police are v e ry  much in the lim elight now  
— R ichard son has been appointed Lan ce -  
C orporal, on w hich he also receives our 
best w ishes (w hen the canteen is open).

B A N D .

1 he Band is lookin g forw ard  to a busy 
season. E n g a g e m e n ts  have already been 
booked for the season at A lexa n d ra  
Palace, the L o n d o n  C o u n ty Council, and 
also several private engagem ents. W e  
are looking fo r  a Fren ch -h orn  player and 
side-drum m er, otherw ise the strength of 
the B a n d  is well m aintained.

D R U M S .

W e  still m anage to m ake a little head­
w a y  and are v e ry  gratefu l for the re gu lar  
attendance at practice o f the “ old h a n d s.”  
One feels that the “  y o u n g  hands ”  m ight 
put in a little m ore individual practice, 
but in spite o f all the difficulties w e have 
to contend w ith , even they are m aking  
slow  but sure p rogress.

A t  the m om ent, m usic has give n  w a y  
to m u sketry, and w e are busy firing the 
E m p ire  T e st, under the w atchful eye of 
the Perm anent Staff and S e rg t. Pocock. 
R esults to date are satisfactory, and, like 
our bro th er-“  fiddlers ”  in the R e g u la r  
Battalions, w e are  displaying that enthu­
siasm  which leads to the D ru m s supplying  
their quota to represent “  H . Q .”  W in g  
in the com petition w hich the Com m and­
ing O fficer has instituted at Battalion  
H eadquarters.

W h ilst on this subject, w e are looking- 
fo rw ard  to firing our an ti-aircraft p rac­
tices at E a ste rtid e, and hoping that the 
results will be satisfactory. W e  shall 
then settle dow n to practice ag ain , and. 
although it seem s a lo n g w a y  off, time 
absolutely flies, and before lo n g w e shall 
be once m ore at F alm er fo r the Annual 
Cam p.

N eedless to say, everyb o d y is looking  
fo rw ard  to this break from  our rather 
hum drum  e ve ry d a y existence, and one 
hopes that em ployers will “  pull their 
w e ig h t ”  so that w e can have a go o d  
attendance and sh o w  w h at the D rum s  
can do.

S I G N A L S .

Ih e  S ig n a l Sectio n  have ju st finished a 
special course o f three w e e k s' duration. 
I  he results have sh o w n  that short courses  
of an intensive nature have m uch to be 
said fo r  them. T h e  recruits have bene­
fited particu larly, because th ey have not 
had the time to fo rg et the previous n ig h t’s 
instruction.

W e  also had tw o Su n d ay schem es, 
w orked in to dem onstrate the practical 
effect on sign allin g in the field. A lto ­
geth er, e veryb o d y has had an in vig o ratin g  
refresh er after the usual w inter training.

T h e  Section are bound fo r Portsm outh  
fo r the E a ste r  holiday, w here business  
and pleasure can be blended in the m ost 
ad van tageou s w ay.

Incidentally, w e shall be able to sample  
the n ew ly erected m odern barracks, with  
hot and cold w ater laid on to e very c o t !

F o r  W hitsun  w e hope to assist “  B ”  
(S .)  C om p an y in their strenuous efforts 
to “  rout the enem y ju st over the h ill.”  
W e  are not quite sure w here w e are  
g o in g , but w e hope fo r the best.

W e  offer a  h earty w elcom e to our re­
cruits, and hope that the future will be 
free from  blisters.

W e  w ould like to  point out that w e are  
still in u rgen t need of m ore sign allers to  
m ake up our strength.

S E R G E A N T S ’ M E S S .

T h e  principal feature of the past quar­
ter has been the grad u al im provem ent of 
the social side of the M ess.

O w in g  to the national bereavem ent, our 
Ja n u a ry  social w as cancelled, and we  
opened the ye a r on 28th F e b ru a ry . A  
m ost enjoyable even ing w a s spent, and 
the M ess w as fa irly  full. T h e  usual small 
prelim inary w hist drive w as held and was 
follow ed b y  a dance and social. W e  have 
made an innovation, and, instead of hiring
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a small band, S e r g t . M a g g s  kindly loaned 
us a rad io-gram op hon e, and before the 
evening w as o ver som e m em bers becam e 
quite e xpert w ireless operators. A  R e g i­
m ental P au l Jo n e s w as ingeniously  
arra n g ed  b y p layin g a m arch record on 
the gram oph one and then sw itch in g on 
the w ireless dance m usic. L ig h t  relief 
and rest w ere provided by a clever ven­
triloquist introduced by C .S .M . Jones, 
w ho incidentally show ed that he is an 
expert at m usical ch airs. (Is  this w hat 
the M .G s . learn at their E a ste r  w eek- 
end s?)

A  large num ber of old friends and Old 
Com rades w ere present, including ex-
C .S .M . B a rto n , father of our own S e rg t.  
B arton . S e r g t . B arto n  also contributed  
to the success of the evening by producing  
a cousin w ho entertained us with so n g , 
and, better still, an uncle w ho conveni­
ently had a birthday. It  w as greeted  with  
m usical honours and b ro u g h t the evening  
to a ve ry successful finish.

T h e  second social, held on 20th M arch , 
w as an even gre a te r success. W e  w el­
com ed as gu ests the 26th A . A . S . L .  B a t­
talion, R . E . ,  S e rg e a n ts ' M e ss, and the 
M ess w as packed to capacity. T h e  usual 
routine w a s  follow ed , but S e r g t . M a g g s  s 
radio-gram ophone developed sore throat, 
and w e had to fall back on a pianist.

“  C  ”  C o m p an y had a night out. as 
M rs. H ill not only w on  the ladies’ w hist- 
drive prize, but also a prize fo r double 
m usical chairs, and her husband w as not 
her partner. T w o  o f the O ld Com rades 
from  W ealdston e also captured prizes, in­
cluding M r. C . Sam pson , w ho had to cut 
at card s, as he tied w ith W a lly  H em m in g- 
ton. W h a t a w a n g le !

W e  w ere entertained b y M rs. Bushell, 
who sa n g  tw o  popular so n g s, and also by 
M r. Cam eron. M r. C am eron  is a piper, 
and w e think it m ust be the first time the 
M ess has been entertained in this fashion, 
although several of the O ld Com rades in­
form ed us that the “  D ie -H a rd s ”  once 
had a pipe band.

W e  are lookin g forw ard  to a go o d  
cam p this ye ar, and it is b y  m eans of these 
functions that m em bers get to know  one 
another better than if they only met for 
one fortn igh t in the year.

“  A  ”  C O M P A N Y .
T h e re  is nothing of gre a t im portance  

to report during the past three m onths.

W e  hope to w in the Sh erw o o d  Shield  
Com petition this y e a r, and if results of 
the recent N .C . O s . ’ prom otion exam ina­
tion are any indication w e should do very  
w ell. O u t of the six  entrants, four 
passed, and w e con gratu late  P te. H artley, 
P te. W o o d cra ft, L . / C p l .  W a rd  and 
L . / C p l .  M illie in occu p yin g second, third, 
fourth and fifth places respectively.

Pte. H a rtle y , w ho is still in the recruit 
stage s, deserves extra praise fo r obtain­
in g too per cent, m arks in map reading.

T o  the tw o unsuccessful candidates we 
say, “  B etter luck n ext tim e .”

W e  w elcom e to our C om p an y a new  
subaltern, and w e hope that M r. Bull will 
have m any h appy and successful years  
w ith us.

W e  bid farew ell to tw o  old and trusted  
N .C .O s .,  Cpl. H y lto n  and L . / C p l .  P ark e r, 
w ho have been w ith us m any years.

A c k a y .

“  B  ”  (S .)  C O M P A N Y .
T h e  only outstanding event in the past 

q uarter has been the C o m p a n y’s success 
in the Battalion F ire  D irection C om p eti­
tion, this b eing the third successive win.

W e  w ould like to take this opportunity  
of co n gratu latin g the fo llo w in g on the 
g o o d  show  th ey put u p : S e r g t . Y e llan d . 
L ./ C p l .  P ro u se, and Ptes. Jo n e s, W h ite  
and R obbins.

T h e  C om p an y have started tactical 
training in readiness for cam p, and w e  
w ould like to thank C ap t. C larke tor 
com in g up from  the D ep ot on tw o  o cca­
sions "to give  us a lecture and a sand- 
table exercise, w hich w ere w ell attended. 
W e  have set our hearts on w inning the 
Perrin  T ro p h y  this ye ar, and if the present 
keenness show n by the N .C .O s . and men 
is m aintained, I  think that cup will find 
its w a y  back to W illesden.

A t  the time o f w ritin g, w e are busy  
p reparin g fo r the A n n ual M achine Gun  
C ou rse, w hich is to be fired on E a ste r  
S u n d ay at B isle y. and w e are hoping that 
this event will b rin g a few  of the sleeping 
m em bers o f the C o m p an y out o f their 
shells.

“  C  ”  C O M P A N Y .
O u r social activities this quarter have  

been rather cut down.
W e  again  had much pleasure in shoot­

in g again st H a rro w  S ch o o l, in a m atch
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a rra n g ed  by our C o m p an y Com m ander, 
and, although w e put up a go o d  score  
(thanks to one o f our team  w ho put on 
9 7, a score he has never reached before or 
since), w e again  had to adm it defeat. 
S e rg t. L .  S p iv e y  w as our top scorer with 
a 99. T eam  scores w e re : H a rro w
Sch o o l, 7 6 9 ; “  C  ”  C om p an y and Old 
C om rades, 762.

T h is is the on ly shoot w e have had this 
q uarter, but n ow  the league is alm ost 
finished w e are hoping to keep in form  
w ith friendly shoots. W e  are shooting  
ag ain st the U nited B ank of Scotland in 
the ve ry  near future, the result of which 
w ill be too late to g e t into this issue of 
the M agazin e.

W h ile  on the subject o f sh ooting, on 
Su n d ay, 15th M arch , ' ‘ C  ’ C om p any  
fired their cards for the T .A .  Sm all B o re  
Rifle M atch , sco rin g a total o f 59 3 again st  
last y e a r ’s total of 570. T h is  is a great  
im provem ent, but hardly up to the stand­
ard o f the team  w ho took part in the 
shoot. W e  thank Col. Beech ve ry  much 
fo r  so kindly com in g over to w itness the 
shoot.

W e  are  g e ttin g  to the end of our w inter 
w eapon train in g, and are lookin g forw ard  
to startin g our shooting this ye ar, w hich 
w ill take place at B isle y. A ll ranks 
should be pleased with h a vin g such a 
chance to fire their course on these splen­
did ran ges.

B e fo re  closin g these notes, all ranks of
C  ”  C o m p an y w ish L ieu t, and M rs. 

A b b o tt the best o f luck in their new  
adventure in H o n g  K o n g . L ieu t. A b b ott  
in his farew ell note to the C om p an y and 
O ld Com rades says he w ill be looking  
fo rw ard  to seeing them in cam p in 19 4 1. 
w hen he com es on leave. I  am  sure 
everyone w ill be pleased to see him.

“  D  ”  C O M P A N Y .

B o x in g  m ust be the main topic o f our 
notes this quarter because M r. H ill and 
Ptes. W ea te rto n  and G aitt have gained  
fo r us a distinction w hich w e believe to 
be unique in the annals o f b o x in g  in the 
T errito ria l A rm y — nam ely, the distinction  
of h a vin g three T errito rial A r m y  b o xin g  
cham pions in one com pany. W e  hold, 
through M r. H ill and Ptes. W eaterton  and 
G aitt, the O fficers’ w elter-w eigh t, and the 
O th er R a n k s ’ h eavy-w eigh t and w elter­

w eigh t cham pionships. W e  congratu late  
these cham pions and are  proud o f them.

W e  do not w ish to ap pear vain, but we 
m ust adm it that our boxers are too go o d  
— their ve ry  excellence m inim izing our 
chance o f w inning com p any as distinct 
from  individual honours in the rin g, as 
these three boxers o f ours, and one other, 
P te. C h ick, are  not allow ed to represent 
us in the B attalion B o x in g  Cham pion­
ships.

W e  w ere, h o w ev er, quite w ell repre­
sented in the B attalion B o x in g  C om p eti­
tions and had tw o  runners-up in their 
w eigh ts— Pte. M oore in the h e avy -w e igh t, 
and L . / C p l .  G ood en ou gh  in the m iddle­
w eigh t. O u r representatives in the other 
w eigh ts all did well, and the experience  
th ey gained  will stand them  in g o o d  stead  
n ext year.

In the B rig a d e  B o x in g , Ptes. W e a te r­
ton, G aitt and Chick w on their respective  
w eigh ts and helped the B attalion to re­
gain  the B rig ad e  Cham pionship.

In the D ivision al Cham pionships the 
above and M r. H ill w on  their w eigh ts and 
helped the B attalion to w in the D ivisional 
Cham pionship. M r. H ill’ s fight— his first 
in T errito ria l A r m y  b o xin g— w as an e x ­
cellent one. and the best officers’ fight w e  
have seen fo r m any a lo n g year.

T h e  other b ig  event of the quarter w as  
our D inner. T h is  w as an historic occa­
sion : first because the M a y o r o f H endon  
sat dow n to dinner w ith us— the first time 
w e h ave been so honoured— and secondly  
because w e have never had such la rge  
n u m b e rs: 14 7  sat dow n to dinner, includ­
in g a g o o d ly  proportion o f O ld C om rades, 
w ho are alw a ys m ost w elcom e.

W e  are  grad u a lly  im p rovin g the am eni­
ties of our D rill H a ll. T h e  rem o val of 
our cum bersom e and little-used billiard 
table has give n  us m ore room , and w e  
believe that our tw o  dart-b oards, side b y  
side and w ith independent lig h tin g , are 
m ore appreciated than ever the billiard  
table w as. W e  have also spent a la rge  
sum  o f m oney on new  furniture, and hope 
sh ortly to spend m ore and m ake our D rill 
H a ll really attractive.

R ead in g th rou gh  these notes, one could  
ju stly  surm ise that w e think rath er of play  
and pleasure than w o rk . F a r  from  it : 
w e have been w o rk in g  hard, preparin g for 
the S h erw o o d  Sh ield Com petition, and the 
num ber o f rounds fired on the miniature 
ran g e  m ust be nearly a record, as must



also the num ber of courses attended by  
M r. G ra y  at the Lo n d o n  D istrict Sch ool 
of Instru ction. Incidentally, his atten­
dance at these courses will benefit us who  
are lo o k in g fo rw ard  to the latest “  tips 
from  that hot-bed of efficiency.

OBITUARY.

C O L . L .  G . O L I V E R ,  C .M .G .

L io n el G rant O liver joined the 77th  
R egim en t from  Sand h urst at D ublin in 
1879  (that ye ar the 77th  R egim en t w as  
the best shooting regim ent in the A rm y  
for the third tim e), and, b eing a first-class 
rifle shot, w as v e ry w elcom e.

H e  accom panied the R eg im en t to D o ver  
that year, and in the fo llo w in g ye ar, 1880. 
proceeded to India with the R egim en t and 
w a s at first stationed at B e llery, in the 
M ad ras Presidency. In 18 8 1 he accom ­
panied the R eg im en t to B u rm a and w as  
quartered in R a n g o o n , and later on he 
proceeded with his com pany to the A n d a ­
man Islands. H e  afterw ard s returned to 
India on being appointed A d ju ta n t to the 
P la n te rs’ V o lu n tee r C o rp s in T ravan co re . 
W h ile  there he often had som e b ig-gam e  
shooting, and som e of his bison heads 
are still in the O fficers’ M ess of the 2nd 
B attalion.

O n prom otion to C aptain, he w as posted  
to the 1st Battalion and later on, when  
the So u th  A frica n  W a r  broke out, he 
proceeded there and served w ith the M .I .

H e afterw ard s com m anded the 1st B a t­
talion, and during his com m and new  
C olou rs w ere presented at A llah ab ad  by 
H  E . L o rd  M in to, the V ic e ro y  of India.

A fte r  b ein g in com m and fo r three years, 
he w as appointed a B revet Colonel, and 
retired at the end of his com m and.

O n the outbreak of the G reat W a r, Col. 
O liver rejoined the C olou rs. H e  w as  
g ive n  com m and of the 13th  M idd lesex  
and the 2n d/5th  N orth um berland F u s i­
liers, and took part in the Battle of L o o s. 
H e w as afterw ard s m entioned in des­
patches and received the C .M .G .

In 19 16  he w as invalided hom e, and 
retired later on.

A fte r  the w ar he m arried and settled 
dow n at his hom e. Su m m er H ill, 
H each am , N o rfo lk , where he w as alw a ys  
v e ry popular at shooting and boating

parties, he being a m em ber of the B ran - 
caster S a ilin g  Club.

H e  w as in ill-health for the last ye ar ot 
his life, and died at his hom e on 27th  
M arch , 19 36 , at the a g e  of 77.

T h e  death o f his w ife follow ed on 4th 
A p ril just a w eek after his ow n, she being- 
v e ry  ill at the time of his death.

T h e  R eg im en t w as represented at Col. 
O liv e r ’s funeral on 3 1s t  M arch  at S t .  
M a r y ’s C h urch , H each am , b y C ap t. H . E .  
F o s te r  and C ol. M . B ro w n e, M . C ,  and 
a w reath w as sent F ro m  the Officers 
C lub, M idd lesex R e g im e n t.”  T h e  local 
branches of the B ritish L e g io n  (both 
m en’ s and w om en ’s sections) w ere also  
la rg e ly  represented, to ge th er w ith his 
friends, and local acquaintances,

G . W . W . S .

L I E U T . - C O L .  H . G . W . C H A N D L E R .

L ie u t.-C o l. H . G . W . C handler died at 
his home at Ipsw ich  on 14th  Ja n u a ry , 
19 36 , ag ed  66.

E d u cated  at W ellin gto n  and Sand hurst, 
he w as gazetted  to the R eg im en t on 4th 
D ecem ber, 18 8 9 ,-and joined the 2nd B a t­
talion at M h o w .

H e  accom panied the B attalion on the 
expedition to K elat in 189 3, w hen they 
w ere ordered to escort the treasure of the 
K h an  back to the Palace at Q uetta which 
w as destroved in the recent earthquake.

E a r ly  in ’ 1894 the Battalion proceeded  
to A h m e d n ag ar, and sh ortly after arrival 
there C handler transferred to the Indian  
A rm y  and w as posted to the O ld H y d e ra ­
bad Contingent. H e  w as em ployed with  
the T ira h  F ie ld  F o rc e , 1897-98. and in 
the latter ye ar transferred to the M ilitary  
A ccou n ts B ranch. H e  held several ad­
m inistrative posts, and w as subsequently 
C on troller, B u rm a D istrict. H e retired
in 1920. . . .

Chandler alw a ys m aintained a lively in­
terest in the R egim en t and its d oings, and 
w as a frequent visitor at the 2nd B a t­
talion 's functions at C olchester.

T o  his w id ow  w e offer our sincere 
sym pathy.

T H E  I T A L O - A B Y S S I N I A N  W A R .
T h e  L a t e  M a j o r  G .  A . B u r g o y n e .

B y  the death of M a jo r  G . A  B u rg o yn e  
on 6th M arch , 1936, killed b y a bom b trom  
an Italian aeroplane w hilst in comm and
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o f the Ethiopian R e d  C ro ss transport  
train, the R egim en t is b rou gh t into touch  
w ith the present w a r in A byssin ia.

G erald A ch illes B u rg o yn e  w as the eldest 
son of the late P . B . B u rg o yn e , of B road -  
lands. A sco t, and brother of the late S ir  
Alan  B u rgo yn e . H e  w as educated at 
R u g b y  and joined the 3rd (now  5th) 
M ilitia B attalion in 189 2 at Hounslow-.

In due course he w as gazetted to a 
R eg u la r com m ission in the 3rd  ( P .W .O .)  
D ra g o o n  G uards. H is peace-tim e soldier­
in g w as all spent at hom e, and regim ental 
em ploym ent w as varied by the A d ju ta n cy  
of the F ife  and F o rfa r  L ig h t  H o rse . 
W h en  the Sou th  A frica n  W a r  broke out 
he obtained em ploym ent on the staff of 
G eneral C arrin g to n , retiring later to re g i­
m ental duty. H e  w as m entioned in 
despatches.

O n retirem ent he joined the Sp ecial 
R eserve  o f the R o y a l Irish R ifles, and 
whilst in Ireland indulged to the full his 
love of steeplechasing and point-to-points. 
It is w orth y of note that, whilst at 
C a rric k fe rg u s, he founded the Sunnylands  
B e ag le s.

H e proceeded to F ran ce  w ith the R o y a l 
Irish R ifles in 19 14 , w as severely w ounded  
in the head, and for his services w as tw ice  
m entioned in despatches.

H e retired from  the Special R eserve  in 
1920 and wras called to the bar b y the 
Inner T em ple. In 19 2 1  he w-as appointed 
C o rk  Pursuivant at A rm s in D ublin Castle  
and w as on du ty and headed the cavalcade  
w hen H is  late M a je sty  K in g  G eo rg e  V  
visited Ireland fo r the opening of the 
N orth ern  Ireland Parliam ent in 19 2 1.

H e w as at one time M aste r of the South  
D evon  H ounds and later o f the W y ly e  
V a lle y  Foxh o u n d s.

A t  the outbreak o f the present w ar  
betw een Ita ly  and A b yssin ia, B u rgo yn e  
proceeded to A d d is A b a b a and w as given  
ch arge  of the Ethiopian R ed  C ross trans­
port train. In the course of his duty 

.with the colum n he m ade a jo u rn ey of 
over 300 miles on foot to D essie, over  
shocking roads— a g o o d  perform ance for 
a man ag ed  6 2  years.

W e  offer to his w ife and tw o  children  
our sincere sym pathy.

E X - S E R G T . - M A J O R  E D W I N  B E Z A R .
O n 6th F e b ru a ry, 1936 , died E d w in  

B ezar, tw elve days short of his 98th 
birthday.

In  him the R egim en t loses its oldest 
and one o f its staunchest supporters.

B e z a r  w as born a W iltshirem an on 18th  
F e b ru a ry, 18 38 , and enlisted in that county  
regim ent at the a g e  of 17 . W ith in  fo u r­
teen days he w as on active service in the 
Crim ea. In M arch , 18 5 7 , he w as trans­
ferred to the 57th  R eg im en t, stationed at 
M alta. A  few  w eeks later, in conse­
quence o f unrest am on g st the S e p o y  R e g i­
ment at A d en , 200 men o f the 57th w ere  
dispatched there in plain clothes (their 
uniform s and equipm ent b ein g packed  
a w a y  as b a g g a g e )  via A lexa n d ria. It 
must be rem em bered that this w as before  
the Su ez C an al o r the B ritish occupation  
of E g y p t  existed, and hence B e z a r and 
his com panions had to travel th rou gh  
E g y p tia n  territo ry as civ ilia n s! A fte r  
a short tour o f du ty in India, the 57th  w as  
ordered to N e w  Zealand in 18 6 1 , w-here 
their part played in the M a o ri W a r  is a 
proud story. In  this B e za r had his full 
share.

W h e n  the 57th  left N e w  Zealand in 1866  
B e za r took his disch arge as C o lo u r- 
S e rg e a n t and entered the D efen ce D ep art­
ment, b eing appointed S e rg e a n t-M a jo r of 
the W a n g a n u i D istrict. H e  retired in 
1892.

O n  the occasion o f the visit to N ew  
Zealand as Prince o f W a le s  of our 
C olonel-in-C hief, B e za r had the honour 
o f b eing presented, and later received an 
au tograp h ed  ph o to grap h  as a m em ento  
of the occasion.

H e  leaves a fam ily of five sons and four 
d augh ters all livin g, his w ife, w hom  he 
m arried in 1866, h a vin g predeceased him  
b y som e th irty years. H e w as buried at 
W ellin gto n  w ith full m ilitary honours.

B e z a r never ceased to keep in close  
touch w ith the R egim en t o f w-hich he w-as 
so proud.

In 18 9 1 he published a sm all book en­
titled “  Som e R em iniscences o f the 1 D ie- 
H a rd s ’ (57th  W e st M id d le sex R e g t .) ,”  
and one of the original copies has now- 
been deposited in the R egim en tal 
M useum .

S o  passes another link w ith the past.

E X - C P L .  H . G . B R O W N .
T h is O ld Com rade died at K ilb u rn  on 

29th M arch , 1936. H e  w-as buried at 
H endon P a rk  C em etery on 4th A p ril, 
when a b u g ler from  the D ep ot attended  
w ith a w-reath.
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B ro w n  served in the R eg im en t from  
1909 to 19 18 . H is w id o w  and fam ily have  
our sincere sym pathy.

E X - R . S . M .  J .  C Q O K  (2 18 7).

A p ril 5th, 19 36 , saw  the death of another 
old “  D ie -H a rd  ”  in the person of J .  
C o o k . C o o k , born in 1868, enlisted at 
H o u n slo w  in 1887 and w as posted to the 
1st B attalion at A ldersh ot. T h e  ye ar  
189 4  found him with the ran k of S e rge an t  
w ith the 2nd B attalion, but service at the 
D ep ot, H o u n slo w , robbed him of his 
chance of active service in Sou th  A frica . 
L a te r  he served in the 4th Battalion, of 
which he w as R egim en tal S e rg e a n t-M a jo r, 
w ith the rank of W arran t Officer, C lass I, 
in 1904. H e  held a sim ilar appointm ent 
w ith the 1st  B attalion in B u rm a, and w as  
finally disch arged to pension in 19 12 .

C o o k  w a s in possession of the Long- 
Se rvice  and G ood Conduct M edal, and 
the m edal fo r the C oron ation  of K in g  
E d w a rd  V I I .

T h e  funeral took place at A ld ersh o t 011 
9th A p ril, w hen a w reath  w a s  sent from  
the R egim en tal A sso ciatio n . T h e  R e g i­
ment w as represented by M a jo r  B . G . 
H o rro ck s, M .C .,  and Capt. D . V .  Cubitt.

T o  the fam ily w e offer our sincere 
sym pathy. --------------

E X - C .S . M .  J .  J .  G O U L D I N G .
T h is  O ld C om rade enlisted at Stratford  

in 1900. H e  served w ith the R egim en t  
in the Sou th  A frican  W a r , being in pos­
session o f the Q u een ’ s M edal w ith tw o  
bars M o st of his service w as spent with 
the 1st Battalion in India, w hen he w as  
prom inent both in the B attalion football 
team  and in the athletic sports. R em ain ­
in g behind w ith the details on the out­
break of the G reat W a r , he rejoined the 
1st Battalion on the A isn e in Septem ber, 
19 14 , but w as w ounded in the knee in 
19 1 s’ at L o o s . A fte r  a period of hom e 
service he served with the 13th  Battalion  
in F ra n ce  from  19 16  to 1 9 17 , w hen he w as 
finally invalided hom e.

P o st-w a r service included a period at 
the D ep ot, and he w a s finally disch arged  
to pension while serv in g as instructor 
w ith the 7th C ity  of Lo n d o n  R egim en t 
in N o vem b er, 19 2 1. G ou ld ing w as p ro­
m oted W a rra n t Officer, C lass I I ,  in Ju ly , 
iQ ic H e w as in possession of all three  
m edals for the G reat W a r . and also the

L o n g  Se rvice  and G ood Conduct M edal.
A fte r  disch arge he w a s em ployed as 

a keeper in the L . C .C .  parks until failing  
health forced him  to g iv e  up.

H e died on 3rd A p ril and w as buried  
at N unhead C em etery on 8th A p ril, when  
a b u g le r from  the R eg im en t attended w ith  
a w reath .

H e leaves a w id ow  and t\\o sons, the 
latter now  serv in g  w ith the 1st  B attalion, 
to w hom  w e offer our sincere sym pathy.

W e  have been requested b y M rs . G ou ld­
ing to add here an expression of her 
appreciation of the m e ssa ge s of sym pathy  
w hich she and the fam ily have received.

E X - S E R G T .  J .  T .  H A L L  (4820).

W e  re gre t to announce the death of 
John T h o m a s H all on 16th M a rch  at the 
N o rth  M id d lesex H ospital.

T h is  old soldier had been an invalid for  
m any years. H e  enlisted on 2 1s t  A p ril. 
1896, and spent m ost of his service w ith  
the 1st B attalion.

D u rin g  the G reat W a r  he w a s severely  
w ounded in the back and th igh , and w as  
finally invalided out in 1 9 18  after tw en ty- 
tw o  y e a rs ’ service.

F o r  som e time he w as em ployed at the  
F in ch le y P o st Office, but increasing ill- 
health com pelled him to resign , and his 
last ye a r w as spent as an invalid.

H a ll w as in possession o f the L o n g ' 
Se rvice  and G o o d  Conduct M edal.

T h e  funeral took place at the G reat  
N o rth ern  Cem etery, N e w  So u th g a te , on 
20th M arch , w hen a b u g ler attended with  
a w reath from  the R eg im en tal A sso cia ­
tion.

H e  leaves a w id ow  and six  children, to 
w hom  w e offer our sincere sym pathy.

E X - S F . R G T .- D M R . F . R O W E .

T h is old “  D ie -H a r d ,”  son o f the late 
S e rg t. R o w e , and born in the 57th  R e g i­
ment in Ja n u a ry , 1866, enlisted as a boy  
in the B and in ' 1880. H e  served nearly  
all his time in the 1st Battalion, from  
w hich he w as disch arged w ith a pension
in 190 5. .

F o r  m any ye ars he w as B andm aster ot 
the R edhill T o w n  B and , w hen the Great 
W a r  claim ed him . and he served at 
H o u n slo w  m the R eco rd  Office. A fte r  
dem obilization he w as em ployed as w arder 
at H am pton  C ou rt Palace until shortly
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before his death, w hich took place 011 18th  
M arch , 1936.

T h e funeral took place on 2 1s t  M arch  
at W hitton, w hen a w reath w as sent from  
the R egim en t, no bu gler attending by  
special request.

H e leaves a w id o w , three sons and three  
daugh ters, to w hom  w e offer our sincere  
sym pathy.

E X - L . / C P L .  A L F R E D  S P A R K E S .
T h is O ld Com rade died, an occupant of 

one of the R egim en tal M em orial C o ttag e  
H o m e s, on 3rd  M arch , 1936.

H e  enlisted in 190 5, com pleted seven  
y e a rs ’ C o lo u r service, and then trans­
ferred to the R eserve. Called up fo r  
service on the outbreak o f the G reat W a r, 
he continued to serve until he w as pen­
sioned in 1929.

H e  took up the tenancy o f N o . 2  C o t­
ta g e  in 19 33 .

Sp ark es w as in possession o f the L o n g  
Se rvice  and G ood Conduct M edal in addi­
tion to all three m edals fo r the G reat W a r.

H e  died after a long, w e a ry in g  illness, 
and w as buried at H endon P ark  C em etery  
on 9th M arch , w hen a b u g ler from  the 
D ep ot attended w ith a w reath.

W e  offer our sincere sym p ath y to his 
w id ow  and fam ily.

E X - C P L .  J .  A .  S T R E T T O N .

P. O . M a r a i s b u r g ,
T r a n s v a a l .

3rd February, 1936. 
To the E dito r o f "  The D ie-H ard s."  

D e a r  S i r ,
I much regre t to report the passin g  

a w a y  of an old m em ber of the 2nd B a t­
talion, Cpl. J .  A .  Stre tto n , w ho died at 
B o k sb u rg  H ospital on 17th  Ja n u a ry  at 
the a g e  o f 59.

H e joined the R eg im en t as a b o y in 
18 9 1. and w as posted to the 2nd B a t­
talion, sailing from  C o rk  in H .M . troop­
ship Crocodile  in F e b ru a ry, 189 2. H e  w as  
a son of the late S e r g t . Stretto n . who  
w as M aste r Sh oem aker at the D ep ot at 
H ounslow .

H e  had tw o brothers in the R egim en t. 
Bill and F r e d : the latter. I believe, lost 
his life in the G reat W a r.

W i l l i a m  T r e z o n a .

E X - P T E .  C . H . T I N D A L L  (5267).

W e  re gre t to have to announce the 
death o f C h ristoph er T indall, w hich took  
place at his hom e at D u lw ich  on 19th  
M arch , 1936.

B o rn  in the A rm y  (his father w as in 
the 19th H u ssars) in 1879, Tindall enlisted 
in the R eg im en t on 16th N o vem b er, 1897, 
and in due course accom panied his B a t­
talion to So u th  A fric a , w here he saw  m uch 
active  service w ith the 5th D ivision  M .I .

L a te r , Tindall did his share o f Indian  
service w ith the 1st B attalio n, and it w as  
with this unit, as an “  Old Contem ptible, "  
that he w ent to F ra n ce  in 19 14 .

H e closed an honourable m ilitary 
o f tw e n ty-six  y e a rs ’ service with the 
O ueen s Sou th  A frica n  M edal (six clasps 1. 
K in g 's  M edal (tw o clasps) and all three  
m edals fo r the G rea t W a r, and the L o n g  
S e rvice  and G o o d  Conduct M edal.

T h e  funeral took place at F o re st H ill 
C em etery on 26th M arch , w hen a bugler 
from  the D ep o t attended w ith a w reath.

T o  his relations w e offer our sincere  
sym pathy.

E X - C .S . M .  H E R B E R T  W R I G H T .
D .C .M .

A n o th e r w ell-know n O ld Com rade. 
H erb ert W rig h t, passed on, in M arch  
! 936 -

W rig h t, a Lo n d o n er born in 1884, en­
listed at H o u n slo w  from  the M ilitia in 
190 3, and spent nearly all his service  
abroad w ith the 3rd  B attalion. H e played  
his part to the full in the G reat W a r. 
being w ounded in the head, arm  and leg. 
and w as aw arded the D istinguished  
Conduct M edal.

H e  retired in 19 2 2 , b ein g in possession  
of the Q u een ’ s So u th  A fr ic a n  M edal 
(three clasps), all three G rea t W 'ar M edals  
and the L o n g  Se rvice  and G ood Conduct 
M edal.

T h e  funeral took place at K en sa l R ise  
C em etery on 24th M arch , w hen a bu gler  
from  the D ep o t attended with a wreath  
from  his O ld  C om rades.

H e  leaves^ a w id o w , w hom  w e ask to 
accept our sincere sym pathy.

P r i n t e d  i n  G r e a t  B r i t a i n  b y  G a l e  &  P o l d e n , L t d . , W e l l i n g t o n  W o r k s , A l d e r s h o t . 4 ,4 5 5 - K .



T H E  D IE -H A R D S

J U S T  P U B L I S H E D

“ T h is  is w ith in  its lim its a 
stim u la tin g  and useful little  
bo o k  . . . Many are the  
aspects o f regim en ta l life 
th a t it to u ch e s upon, and it 
th ro w s o u t a sh o w e r of 
p ra ctica l p o in ts .”

— The Tim es  
Literary  Supplem ent
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