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THE M ID D LE SE X  R EG IM EN T (DUKE OF C A M B R ID G E 'S  O W N )
(57th and 77th)

The Plum e of the Prince of W ales. In each of the four com ers the late Duke of Cambridge's Cypher and Coronet.
“ Mysore," “ Seringapatam," “ Albuhera,”  “ Ciudad Rodrigo,”  “ Badajos,”  “ Vittoria,”  “ Pyrenees," “  Nivelle,” “ Nive,”  " Peninsula,"  
"Alm a," " Inkerman,” “ Sevastopol,” “ New Zealand,”  “ South Africa, 1879,”  “ Relief o f Ladysmith," “ South Africa, 1900-02. ”

W orld W a r I — 46 B a tta lio n s— “ Mons,” “ Le Cateau,” “ Retreat from Mons,” “ Marne, 1914,”  “Aisne, 1914, ’18,” “ La Bassée, 1914,”
“ Messines, 1914, '17, ’18,” “Annentières, 1914,” “ N euve Chapelle,’”  ‘ Ypres, 1915, '17, ’18,”  “ Gravenstafel,” “ St. Julien," "Frezenberg,”
“ Bellewaarde,” “Aubers,” “ Hooge, 1915," “ Loos,” “ Somme, 1916, ’ 18,” “ Albert, 1916, ’18,” “ Baxentin," “ D elville Wood," 
“ Pozières,” “  Ginchy,” “ Flers-Courcelette,” “ Morval,” “ Thiepval,” “ Le Translov,” “ Ancre Heights," “Ancre, 1916, ’18,” " Bapaume, 
1917, ’18,”  “An-as, 1917, ’18,” “ Vimy, 1917,” “ Scarpe, 1917, ’18,” “Arleux,” “ Pilckem ,” “ Langemarck, 1917,” “ Menin Road,"  
“ Polygon W ood,” “ Broodseinde." “ Poelcappelle,” “ Passchendaele,” “ Cambrai, 1917, ’18,”  " S t .  Quentin," “ Rosières,” "Avre,"
“ Villers Bretonneux,” “ L ys,” “ Estaires,” “ Hazebrouck,” “ Bailleul,” “ K em m el,” " Scherpenberg," " Hindenburg Line," “ Canal 
du Nord,” “ St. Quentin Canal,” “ Courtrai," " Selle,” “ Valenciennes,” “ Sambre,” “ France and Flanders, 1914-18,”  “ Italy, 1917-18,"  
" S tr u m a /’ “ Doiran, 1918,’ “ Macedonia, 1915-18,” “ Suvla,”  "L anding at Suvla,” “ Scim itar H ill,” “ Gallipoli, 1915,” “ Rum ani, ' ' 
“ Egypt, 1915-17," “ Gaza,’ “ El Mughar,” “Jerusalem,” “Jericho,”  "Jordon,” “ Tell ’Asur,” “ Palestine, 1917-18,” “ Mesopotamia, 

1917- 18,”  “ Murman, 1919,” “ Dukhovskaya,” “ Siberia, 1918-19.”

W orld W a r I I — 7 B a tta lio n s— N orth-W est E u r o p e , 1940: “ The D y le ,” “ Defence of the E scaut," " Ypres— Comines Canal,” “  Dunkirk 
1940.” S o u th -E a st  A s ia , 1941: “ Hong Kong." N orth  A fr ic a , 1942-43: “ El Alamein," “ Advance on Tripoli," “ M areth,” “ Akarit,”
“ Djebel Roum ana,” “ S icily, 1943 " Francofonte,” “  Sferro,” “ Sferro H ills.” I t a ly ,  1944-45: “ A nzio,” “ Carreceto," “ G othic Line.'
“ Monte Grande.” N orth -W est E u r o p e , 1944-45: “ Normandy Landing,” “ Cambes," “ Breville,” “ The Odon,” “ Caen,” “ The Orne.’
“  Hill 112,” “ Bourguebus R idge,” “ Troam ,” “  Mont Pinçon,”  “ Falaise,” “ The Seine, 1944,” “ The Nederijn,” " Le H avre,” " The Lower 
Vlaas,” “ Venraij,” “ Meijel," “ Geilenkirchen,” “ Venlo Pocket," " The Rhineland,” “ Goch,” “ The Reichwald," “ The Rhine,” “ Lingen,”

“ Brinkum ,” “ Bremen."

" Korea, 1950- 51,”  “ Naktong Bridgehead,” “ Chongju," “ Chongchon II,"  " Chuam-Ni,” “ Kapyong-chon,” “ Kapyong."

Colonel of the Regiment Major-General C. M. M. Man. O .B .E ., M.C.

Regimental Headquarters
L o ca tio n : T.A. Centre, Deansbrook Road, Edgware, Middlesex.

{ T e l .  E D G w are 2625)
R .O .I I :  Col. F. W alden, D .L .
R . O . I I I :  M ajor R. W . J. S m ith , M .B .E .
C urator, R eg im en ta l M u s e u m : Major R. W. J. Sm itb, M.B.E.

Regular and Territorial Battalions 
1st Battalion

O .C .: Lt.-Col. J. N. Shipster, D.S.O.
L o ca tio n : Palace Barracks, H o lyw ood , C ounty  D ow n , N orthern  

Ireland.

5th Battalion (T.A.)
O .C .: Lt.-Col. P. J. H all, T .D.

Locations
Battalion H.Q. T T.A. Centre, Deansbrook Road, Edgware, 
" H.Q.” Company /  Middlesex.
“ A ” Company T.A. Centre, Priory Road, Hornsey, N.8.
“ B " Company T.A. Centre, Churchfield Road, Ealing, W.13.
“ D  ” Company T.A. Centre, Hanworth Road, Hounslow,

Middlesex.

County of Middlesex Army Cadet Force
H ea d q u a rters: 456  U xb rid ge  R oad, L on d on , W .12.
C om m an dan t: B t. C ol. I. D . B rotherton, T .D .,  D .L .
C adet E x e c u tive  O fficer:  Major A. T. Jones M .B.E., T.D.

Affiliated Cadet Units
16 (Hom sey) Cadet Company
32 (Edgware) Cadet Company.
72 (Hounslow) Cadet Company.
75 (Staines) Cadet Company.
77 (Feltham) Cadet Company.

Allied Units
C a n a d a

7th Field Regiment, Royal Canadian Artillery, Sarnia, Ontario. 
50th Field Regim ent, Royal Canadian Artillery (The Prince of 

Wales Rangers), Peterborough, Ontario.
102nd (Wentworth) Field B attery, Royal Canadian Artillery, Dundas, 

Ontario.
The Royal Rifles of Canada, Quebec.

A u s t r a l ia

U niversity of N ew  South W ales Regt.

N e w  Z e a l a n d

5th  B n. (W ellington  W est C oast T aranaki! R oyal N ew  
Zealand Infantry R egt.

H o n g  K o ng  
The Hong Kong Regim ent (The Volunteers).

H em s Counties Brigade Dapot
H .Q .: H owe Barracks, Canterbury.
B rig a d e  C o lo n e l: Col. I. H. Battye, M.B.E.
D . A . A .G .:  M ajor P . D . Johnson , R oyal Su ssex .
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H.Q. T H E  H O M E C O U N T IE S  BRIGADE, 
HOW E BARRACKS,

CANTERBURY,
K E N T .

27th June, 19 6 6 .

THE HOM E COUNTIES BRIGADE TO BECOME THE QUEEN’S
REGIMENT

1. H . M .  T h e  Q u e e n  h a s  a g r e e d  t o  a  p r o p o s a l  m a d e  b y  t h e  M i n i s t r y  o f  D e f e n c e  
( A r m y ) ,  a c t i n g  u p o n  t h e  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  o f  t h e  C o u n c d  o f  C o l o n e l s  o f  T h e  H o m e  
C o u n t i e s  B r i g a d e ,  t h a t  t h e  B r i g a d e  s h a l l  b e c o m e  a  L a r g e  R e g i m e n t .  T h e  n e w  
R e g i m e n t  w i l l  b e  c a l l e d  “  T h e  Q u e e n ’s  R e g i m e n t  ”  a n d  t h e  v e s t i n g  d a t e  w i l l  b e  

D e c e m b e r  3 1 ,  1 9 6 6 .

2 .  I n  f o r w a r d i n g  t h e  a t t a c h e d  b r o a d s h e e t  f o r  y o u r  a d v a n c e  i n f o r m a t i o n  th e  
C o l o n e l  o f  T h e  Q u e e n ’s  R o y a l  S u r r e y  R e g i m e n t ,  t h e  D e p u t y  C o l o n e l  o f  T h e  
Q u e e n ’s  O w n  B u f f s ,  T h e  R o y a l  K e n t  R e g i m e n t ,  t h e  C o l o n e l  o f  T h e  R o y a l  S u s s e x  
R e g i m e n t  a n d  t h e  C o l o n e l  o f  T h e  M i d d l e s e x  R e g i m e n t  ( D C O )  e a c h  c o n s i d e r  t h a t  
h i s  R e g i m e n t  i s  i n d e e d  f o r t u n a t e  i n  b e i n g  s t i l l  m o r e  c l o s e l y  l i n k e d  w i t h  t h e  o th e r s  

b y  t h e  f o r m a t i o n  o f  T h e  Q u e e n ’s  R e g i m e n t .

F. J. C. P IG G O T T  
Colonel

The Queen’s Royal Surrey Regiment

(a ?.
J. B. A SH W O R TH  

Colonel
The Royal Sussex Regiment

R. W. CRADDOCK 
Deputy Colonel 

The Queen's Own Buffs, 
The Royal Kent Regiment

C H R IST O PH ER  MAN 
Colonel

The Middlesex Regiment (DCO)
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H O M E C O U N TIES B R IG A D E  
TO  B ECO M E T H E  Q U EEN ’S R EG IM EN T

1. H.M . The Queen has agreed to a proposal made by 
the Ministry of Defence (Army), acting upon the 
recommendation of the Council of Colonels of The 
Home Counties Brigade, that the Brigade shall become 
a Large Regiment. The new Regiment w'ill be called 
“ The Queen’s Regiment ” and the vesting date will be 
December 31, 1966.

2. The basic reasons behind this decision were:
(а) The Large Regiment concept is:

(1) The next logical step forward from the post­
war reforms which reduced to one the 
number of regular Battalions in Regiments 
of the Line, created the Brigade system and 
amalgamated a number of Regiments.

(2) The best means of ensuring that the future 
organisation is viable while combining and 
carrying forward the best traditions of our 
existing Regiments.

(б) Many subjects are already on a Brigade basis 
(e.g., posting of Officers and Other Ranks, 
recruiting, dress) and the Council believes that 
now is the appropriate time to form a Large 
Regiment. The planned reorganisation of the 
Reserve Army in 1967 gives added weight to this 
decision.

T IT L ES

3. The title and its derivations will be:
(a) For the new Regiment:

(1) Full title—The Queen’s Regiment.
(2) Short title—QUEENS.

(b) For Regular Battalions:
(1) Full titles:

1st Battalion The Queen’s Regiment
(Queen’s Surreys).

2nd Battalion The Queen’s Regiment
(Queen’s Own Buffs).

3rd Battalion The Queen’s Regiment
(Royal Sussex).

4th Battalion The Queen’s Regiment
(Middlesex).

(2) Short titles—1, 2, 3 and 4 QUEENS.
(c) For the T  and AVR II Battalion:

(1) Proposed full title—5th Volunteer Battalion 
The Queen’s Regiment.

(2) Proposed short title—5 QUEENS.
(d) For T  and AVR III units—To be decided later.

COLONELCY-IN-CHIEF AND COLONELCIES
4. H.M . The Queen has been graciously pleased to 

appoint H.R.H. Princess Marina, Duchess of Kent,
c.i., g .c .v .o ., g .b .e ., as Colonel-in-Chief of the Regiment.

5. At the same time H.M . The Queen has been 
graciously pleased to ask H.M . The King of Denmark 
and H.M. The Queen of the Netherlands to accept the 
appointments of Allied Colonels-in-Chief of the Regi­
ment. Both have been graciously pleased to accept, 
and their titles will probably be:

(a) H.M . The King of Denmark, Allied Colonel-in- 
Chief The Queen’s Regiment (Queen’s Own 
Buffs).

(b) H.M. The Queen of the Netherlands, Allied 
Colonel-in-Chief The Queen’s Regiment (Royal 
Sussex).

6. Colonel of the Regiment and Deputy Colonels— 
There will be a Colonel of the Regiment and four 
Deputy Colonels, with special responsibilities for 
Battalions, as follows:

Colonel (Designate): Lieutenant-General Sir
Richard Craddock, K.B.E., C.B., D.S.O.

Deputy Colonels (Designate): Major-General
F. J. C. Piggott, c .b ., c .b .e ., d .s .o .— 1st Battalion. 
Major-General C. H. Tarver, c.B ., c .b .e ., d .s .o .—  
2nd Battalion.
Brigadier J. B. Ashworth, c .b .e ., d .s .o .—3rd 
Battalion.
Major-General C. M. M. Man, o .b .e., m .c .—4th 
Battalion.

There will also be an Honorary Colonel of the 5th 
Volunteer Battalion, whose name will be announced 
later.

INSIGNIA
7. New insignia wdll be adopted for the Regiment. 

The details of the design will be announced when they 
have received H.M. The Queen’s consent.

OUTLINE ORGANISATION
8. The new Regiment will consist of:
(a) Regimental H.Q. (formerly Brigade H.Q.)— 

Howe Barracks, Canterbury.
The Regimental H.Q.s of existing Regiments 
will become county offices of the new Regimental
H.Q. They will remain at Kingston-upon- 
Thames. Canterbury, Chichester and Edgware.
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(6) Regimental Depot (formerly Brigade Depot)— 
Howe Barracks, Canterbury.

(c) Four Regular Battalions:
(1) is t Battalion (Now i QUEENS SURREYS 
in Germany).
(2) 2nd Battalion (Now 1 QUEENS OWN 
BUFFS in Borneo).
(3) 3rd Battalion (Now 1 ROYAL SUSSEX in 
Germany).
(4) 4th Battalion (Now 1 M ID D LESEX  in 
Guyana).

(d) One Battalion of the Territorial and Army 
Volunteer Reserve Category II (5th Volunteer 
Battalion T he Queen’s Regiment)—Canterbury. 
There will be one Company based in each of the 
four Home Counties at Guildford, Broadstairs, 
Hastings and Hornsey.

(<?) Units of the Territorial and Army Volunteer 
Reserve Category I I I—Details later.

REGIMENTAL ROLL— COM M ISSIONING 
AND ENLISTMENT

9. As from December 31, 1966, all officers will be 
commissioned into The Queen’s Regiment and all 
enlistments will be into the Regiment.

10. As from December 31, 1966, all serving officers, 
W.O.s, N.C.O.s and privates will be placed on the 
strength of The Queen’s Regiment, taking seniority on 
the Regimental roll as applicable.

DRESS
11. Apart from the change of insignia there will be no 

major changes in dress. In general, current regulations 
will continue to apply.

COLOURS
12. Existing Colours will be retained for some years 

to come since all sets are comparatively new.

COMMITTEES
13. The following committees and sub-committees 

have been established to help in implementing the Large 
Regiment decision:

w HY NOT SEND A COPY 
TO YOUR MOTHER OR 
FATHER ? 
THEY WOULD BE INTERESTED 
TO KNOW WHAT YOU 
ARE DOING

(a) 
W 
M  
Cd)

(«)

(/)

A Steering Committee.
A Finance Sub-Committee 
A Journal Sub-Committee.
A Regimental Association

Sub-Committee. f  See paras. 14-20.
A Regimental Clubs and 

Functions Sub- 
Committee.

A Battle Honours, Alliances, Affiliations and 
Civic Distinctions Sub-Committee.

FINANCE, JOURNAL AND REGIMENTAL 
CLUBS AND ASSOCIATIONS

14. The Council of Colonels recognises that these are 
subjects of immediate interest. Although they have not 
yet received or considered the recommendations of all 
the relevant Sub-Committees they wish to make their 
views clear at this early stage.

FINANCE
15. It must be realised that the new Regiment will be 

a new and quite separate legal entity. Funds will have 
to be provided for it and the complex legal repercussions 
must be dealt with professionally. The Trustees in 
conjunction with the Charity Commissioners will be 
doing this.

16. T rust funds a d m in is te red  u n d e r  deeds. It is
intended that funds held in trust for the benefit of past 
and present personnel of existing Regiments should 
remain undisturbed and continue to be administered as 
heretofore so long as potential beneficiaries under these 
rules are alive. When, eventually, the trustees find that 
demands on these funds have decreased to such an 
extent that income is accumulating unduly they might 
well apply to the appropriate court for a variation of the 
trust purposes so as to include as beneficiaries past or 
present members of the new Regiment.

JOURNALS
17. There will be a journal for the new Regiment. It 

will be produced by the new R.H.Q. on a monthly basis 
and the first issue is planned for January, 1967.

18. Existing Regimental journals are to be discon­
tinued after the formation of the new Regiment and the 
date of their last issues will be decided by Colonels of 
existing Regiments.

REGIMENTAL OFFICERS’ CLUBS AND 
ASSOCIATIONS

19. There will be a Regimental Officers’ Club and a 
Regimental Association for the new Regiment. They 
will be administered by the new R.H.Q., with assistance 
from county offices where applicable, and will be for the 
benefit of all serving officers and soldiers and those 
retired officers and soldiers of the existing Regiments 
who care to join.

20. Existing Regimental Officers’ Clubs and Regi­
mental Associations are, in general terms to remain 
undisturbed, but it may be suggested that a few should 
be expanded.
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A N N I V E R S A R Y

NATIONAL
SAVINGS
COMMITTEE

Investment
w v

POST OFFICE SAVINGS BANK 

TRUSTEE SAVINGS BANK 

PREMIUM SAVINGS BONDS 

NATIONAL SAVINGS CERTIFICATES 

NATIONAL DEVELOPMENT BONDS 

FOR THE INDIVIDUAL

a n d
NATIONAL SAVINGS CERTIFICATES 

NATIONAL DEVELOPMENT BONDS 

FOR M ESS AND OTHER SERVICE 

FUNDS

YOUR UNIT SAVINGS OFFICER CAN GIVE 

FULL DETAILS OR WRITE TO :

THE SECRETARY.

H.M. FORCES SAVINGS COMMITTEE. 

BLOCK B, GOVERNMENT BUILDINGS, 

LONDON ROAD, STANMORE. 

MIDDLESEX. Ask for free cocktail-booklet 
E r v e n  Lucas Bols - Amsterdam-Holland
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O fficers Location  Statem ent

R E G U L A R  O FFICERS

Maj o r- General 
Major-General

Col.
Col.
Col.
Col.
Col.
Lt.-Col. (Lt. Col.) 
Lt.-Col.
Lt.-Col.
Lt.-Col.
Lt.-CoI.
Lt.-Col.
Major
Major
Major
Major
Major

Major 
Major 
Major 
Major 
Major 
Major 
Major 
Major 
Major 
Major 
Major 
Major 
Major 
Major

Capt.
Capt.
Capt.
Capt.
Capt.
Capt.
Capt.
Capt.
Capt.
Capt.
Capt.
Capt.
Capt.
Capt.
Capt.
Capt.
Capt.
Lt.
Lt.

J. E. F. Willoughby, c .b ., c .b .e . 
C. M. M. Man, o .b .e., m .c ., m .a .

J. W. G. Ormiston 
A. R. Waller, m .b .e ., m .c
A. G. Hewitt, m .b .e ., m .c 
I. R. Burrows, o .b .e ., m .. 
I. H. Battve, M.B.E., b .a . 
D. C. L. Nolda, o .b .e., e
F. de R. Morgan, m .c .
P. L. Pearce Gould,
C. N. Clavden
D. Sax
J. N. Shipster, D .s.o
G. C. Dawson
E. F. Thompson, m . c ., t  
P. W. Galvin 
E. A. H. Jeffcoat . .
C. H. Mieville, m .c .

P. G. V. Bellers . .
K. J. Carter
B. A. M. Pielow
H. J. A. Moore
G. G. Norton 
B. K. Clayden 
J. I. D. Pike, M.c. . .
B. H. Marciandi
C. L. Lawrence, M.C.
P. A. S. Wollocombe 
J. S. B. Pollard 
R. D. Fisher 
M. V. Hayward 
A. E. McManus

J. M. Hewson, m .c .
I. M. E. Lloyd 
W. G. A. Crumlev
H. M. du V. Lohan 
M. C. D. L. Gilham 
P. Mallalieu 
M. D. Legg 
P. V. Cheeseman . .
M. F. Dealdn 
P. D. J. Clarke 
G. Bulloch 
G. Goring
A. B. Cowing 
R. C. Pitman 
J. G. Lofting 
F. K. Gladden 
P. J. Gybbon-Monvpenny
B. K. Finch 
P. J. Hubert

G.O.C. M ELF
G.O.C. 49 Div. (T.A.) W. Riding and N orth Midland 

District

Colonel G.S. (Trg.) ALFCE
Colonel A Q Singapore Base Area
Colonel G.S., D .I. (M.I.) 3, Alinistry of Defence
Brigade Colonel, Home Counties Brigade
Commandant, Sennelager Training Centre, B.A.O.R.
G.S.O .i., A.S.D.I. Ministry of Defence
A.Q.M.G., H.Q. Eastern Command 
Home Counties Brigade Depot (H.S.)
T .S .O .i, M inistry of Defence (A.E.P. za)
Comd. is t Battalion
14 Signal Regiment, Gloucester
D.A.Q. M .G. (M aint and A.E.) H.Q., B.A.O.R.
G.S.0 .2  (Secretary Exercise Planning Staff) S.H.A.P.E.
G.S.0.2, A.S.D.3, Ministry of Defence
G .S .0.2 (Trg.), H.Q. 53 (Welsh) Division (T.A.) Wales 

District
D.A.Q.M.G., H.Q. 43 (Wessex) Div. Dist.
2IC, is t Battalion
British Military Delegation, Paris
H.Q. COMBRITZAM  
ist Battalion
B.M., 127 Infantry Brigade (TJV.) 
is t Battalion
Company Commander. R.M.A.S., Camberlev 
Training Officer. 5th Battalion (T.A. '
D.A.Q.M.G. (Maint) H.Q. Northern Command 
ist Battalion 
is t Battalion 
is t Battalion
Technical Staff Course, Royal Military College of Science, 

Shnvenham 
ist Battalion
G.S.O.3 (Int.) H.Q. UNICYP
Adjutant. Hong Kong Regiment (The Volunteers)
is t Battalion
Home Counties Brigade Depot (H.S.)
Adjutant, 5th Battalion (T.A.)
is t Battalion
Adjutant, is t Battalion
is t Battalion
is t Battalion
is t Battalion
is t Battalion
is t Battalion
Course. Army Aviation Centre, Middle Wallop 
is t Battalion 
is t Battalion
A.D.C. to G.O.C. 41> Div. (T.A.) W .R and N X  District 
Malaysian Rangers 
ist Battalion

a
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Lt.
Lt.
Lt.
Lt.
Lt.
Lt.
Lt.
Lt.
Lt.
Lt.
2/Lt.
2/Lt.
2/Lt.
2/Lt.
2/Lt.
Major (Q.M.) 
M ajor (Q.M.) 
M ajor (Q.M.) 
Capt. (Q.M.)

R. A. Bartlett 
P. F. Packham 
J. B. Hawkins 
D. J. Danieli 
B. A. Carlston 
M. B. Montgomery 
D. M. Falcke 
M . W. Deakin 
A. G. D. Lowrie 
R. H. Graham 
S. M. Dowse 
J. D. Jonklaas 
D. C. F. Gouda 
R. N. Colbourne 
J. S. W ard Brown 
A. E. F. Waldron, m .b .e . 
P. Donovan 
F. L. Griffiths 
M. Wild

i st Battalion 
i st Battalion
Infantry Junior Leaders’ Battalion, Oswestry 
is t Battalion 
is t Battalion 
is t Battalion
No. 42 Army Youth Team (Finchley)
Home Counties Brigade Depot (P.S.)
is t Battalion
is t Battalion
is t Battalion
is t Battalion
is t Battalion
Home Counties Brigade Depot (H.S.)
Home Counties Brigade Depot (H.S.)
Home Counties Brigade Depot (P.S.)
Q.M ., Radfan Camp, Aden 
4th Battalion, The Buffs (T.A.) 
ist Battalion

SHORT SERVICE OFFICERS

Lt.
Lt.
Lt.
2/Lt.
2/Lt.

T . I. McMillan 
H. B. W. Barstow 
P. G. Trum an 
S. J. Yates . .
R. Gancz

ist Battalion 
is t Battalion 
is t Battalion
Home Counties Brigade Depot (P.S.) 
is t Battalion

5th  BATTALION (T.A.)

H onora ry  Colonel
Major-General B. P. Hughes, C.B., c .b .e .

T.A. O fficers
Lt.-Col.
Major
Major
Major
Major
Capt.
Capt.
Capt.
Capt.
Capt.
Capt.
Capt.
Capt.
Capt.
Lt.
Lt.
Lt.
2/Lt.
2/Lt.
Lt. (Q.M.)

P. J. Hall, t .d .
J. D. Gunnell, t .d . 
M. J. Beaumont 
H. E. Couch 
S. L. J. Henshaw 
G. J. Young 
J. S. Richards 
M. J. S. Doran 
J. M. Robertson 
D. O. M. Thomas 
J. C. Parkinson 
R. G. T ett . .
T . D. Jones 
D. L. Margand 
J. M. Brown 
D. S. Smith 
F. J. Hamilton 
M. L. Muirhead 
R. J. Claydon 
R. G. Vaisey

Battalion Commander 
2IC
O.C. “ H .Q .” Company 
O.C. “ A ” Company 
O.C. “ B ” Company 
Battalion H.Q.
2IC “ B ” Company 
O.C. “ D ” Company 
2IC “ A ” Company 
Platoon Commander 
I.O.
R.S.O
2IC “ H .Q .” Company 
2IC “ D ” Company 
Platoon Commander 
Platoon Commander 
Platoon Commander 
Platoon Commander 
Platoon Commander 
2nd Quartermaster
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A ttached O fficers
Major 
Rev.
2/Lt.

R. L. MacQueen (R.A.M.C.) 
R. Brown (R.A.Ch .D.)
G. Berry (R.A.P.C.)

P e rm a n en t Staff O fficers
Major
Capt.
Lt.

E.R.E.
Major
Capt.

C. L. Lawrence, m .c . 
P. Mallalieu
D. W. Adkins

D. L. James, t .d . 
S. J. Carter. .

Medical Officer
Chaplain
Paymaster

Training Officer
Adjutant
Quartermaster

D.A.Q.M.G. Mov. (T.A.) 54 East Anglian Div./Dist. 
O.C. “ H .Q.” Company, 56 (London) Inf. Bde. (T.A.)

W arrant O fficers and Senior N .C.O .s 
Location  Statem ent

(C orrected to Sep tem ber 1, 1966)

REGULAR W.O.s AND SENIOR N.C.O.s

Bde. Rank or 
Pos. Appt.

W ARRANT OFFICERS CLASS I 
G.S.M. R. Dodkins Bulford Garrison

14 R.S.M. K. Beale i Mx.

WARRANT OFFICERS CLASS II
9 R.Q.M.S A. DaCosta School of Infantry

13 C.S.M. S. Michel i Mx.
IS C.S.M. M. Eastap i Mx.
17 R.Q.M.S G. Simmons i Mx.
22 C.S.M. E. Steward H.Q. i (B.R.)

Corps
29 C.S.M. D. Walters i Mx.
40 C.S.M. R. Power Bde. Depot (P.S.)
41 C.S.M. B. Warner 5 Mx. (T.A.)

COLOUR SERGEANTS
i C/Sgt. J. Potter i Mx.
3 C/Sgt. P. Dive i Mx.

17 C/Sgt. A. Nicholson 4 Div. H.Q. and
Sig. Regt.

18 C/Sgt. W. Smith i Mx.
21 A/W .0.2 J. Martin, m .m . 1 Rovai Sussex
25 C/Sgt. R. Clements i Mx.
29 A/W.O.2 C. Partridge i Mx.
31 A/W .0.2 D. Lagden i Mx.
36 A/W .0.2 M. Elston i Mx.
38 A/W .0.2 R. Ford i Mx.
39 C/Sgt. C. Shinn i Mx.
41 C/Sgt. C. Blackwell i Mx.

Bde.
Pos.

Rank or 
Appt. Name Unit

4 Sgt.
SERGEANTS 

M. Butler P.S. Staff
6 Sgt. R. Davies Defence N.B.C.

12 Sgt. K. Lloyd
School 

i Mx.
25 Sgt. B. Tarry i Mx.
31 Sgt. W. Argent 1 Mx.
40 A/C/Sgt. J. Williamson i Mx.
42 A/C/Sgt. B. Edev i Mx.
58 A/C/Sgt. B. Pritchard 3 Malaysia

60 A/C/Sgt. A. Briggs
Rangers 

i Mx.
62 A/C/Sgt. J. Redmond i Mx.
63 A/C/Sgt. D. Miles i Mx.
65 Sgt. J. Young Inf. J.L. Bn.
67 Sgt. J. Kerr 4/5 R.W.K. (T.A.)
69 A/C/Sgt. G. Overton i Mx.
80 Sgt. J. Leat i Mx.
84 Sgt. F. O’Rawe 1 Mx.
92 Sgt. J. Barr 4 Buffs (T.A.)
97 Sgt. M. Quinn 3 Malaysia

98 Sgt. R. Shave
Rangers 

i Mx.
102 Sgt. R. DaCosta i Mx.
103 Sgt. M. Weston i Mx.
106 Sgt. R. Scott i Mx.
107 Sgt. J. Dickens i Mx.
109 Sgt. D. Burke 5 Mx. (T.A.)
h i Sgt. J. Meacock Bde. Depot (P.S.)
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Bde. Rank or
Pos. Appt.
115 Sgt.
117 Sgt.
121 Sgt.
127 Sgt.

128 Sgt.
132 Sgt.
135 Sgt.
138 Sgt.
141 Sgt.
146 Sgt.
147 Sgt.

157 Sgt.
158 Sgt.
162 Sgt.
165 Sgt.
166 Sgt.
173 Sgt.
180 Sgt.
184 Sgt.
185 Sgt.

B.M.

Sgt.

Name 
J. W hittle 
W. Kerr 
C. Barnes 
F. Potts

J. Reynolds 
P. McFadyen 
L. Fisher 
A. Brum well 
F. Willis
A. Stevens 
A O’Gorman

B. Mullender 
J. Rogers
T . Fisher 
R. Seager 
M. Flynn 
T . Pryor 
P. Stewart
H. Dowsett
I. Baxter

BANDM ASTER 
J. McShane i Mx.

BAND SERGEANT 
G. Beechey i Mx.

SERGEANTS IN  T H E  BAND

Rank Name
Unit C/Sgt. L. Hawkins, 'J .E .M .

School of Infantry
1 Mx. C/Sgt. A. E. Howe, m .b .e.
5 Mx. (T.A.) C/Sgt. K. M ortimer . .
1 Queen’s Own C/Sgt. A. Green

Buffs C/Sgt. F. W. Hawes . .
Bde. Depot (P.S.) C/Sgt. B. Lauwers
Bde. Depot (P.S.)
1 Mx. Sergean ts
1 Mx. Sgt. E. R. Oakley . .
1 Mx. Sgt. A. Sills
1 Mx. Sgt. D. F. Gainsbury
1 Queen’s Own Sgt. C. B. Wagner. .

Buffs Sgt. M. Ward
1 Mx. Sgt. G. Young
42 A.Y.T. Sgt. C. J. Purchase
1 Mx. Sgt. G. M. Stunt . .
Bde. Depot (P.S.) Sgt. H. C. Large . .
1 Mx. Sgt. N. K. Gasson. .
Bde. Depot (P.S.) Sgt. A. C. Foster . .
1 Mx. Sgt. • R. Stone
1 Mx. Sgt. J. W. H. Morgan
1 Mx. Sgt. D. Harwood . .

Sgt. A. Torrie i Mx.
Sgt. L. Routledge i Mx.

DRUM  MAJOR 
W.O.2 J. Lewis Bde. Depot (P.S.)

ORDERLY ROOM  SERGEANTS 
A/W .O.i P. Soper I.R O. Exeter

(Clk. Sup.)
O.R.Q.M.S. G. Cripps i Mx.
W.O.2 P. Nash School of Infantry
C/Sgt. A. Gibbs i Queen’s Surreys

ORDERLY ROOM  CLERKS

Sgt.

Sgt.

A. O ’Gorman 

M. Flynn

i Queen’s Own 
Buffs 

i Mx.

5th BATTALION (T.A.)
Company]Rank Name

W arran t O fficers, Class II
W.O.2 R. G. Roberts
W.O.2 W. Payne
W.O.2 J. Vasey
W.O.2 R. R. Birmingham

P/Sgt
P/Sgt
P/Sgt
P/Sgt
P/Sgt
P/Sgt

B. G. Smith
C. Trindall
D. S. Bartrick 
L. G. Eden
M. G. Slack . . 
F. W. Kavanagh

P e rm a n e n t Staff
W .O .I
W .0.2
W.O.2
C/Sgt.
Sgt.
Sgt.

B. J. Lyons (R.S.M.) 
P. F. Garraty
B. G. Warner 
J. W. Eldridge 
D. Burke
C. H. Barnes . .

Company 
“ H .Q .” Company 
(Signals)
Battalion H.Q.
“ H .Q .” Company 
“ H .Q .” Company 
“ B ” Company 
“ H .Q .” Company

H.Q .” Company 
H .Q.” Company 
B ” Company 
B ” Company 
D ” Company 
D ” Company 
H .Q .” Company 
H .Q .” Company 
D ” Company 
D ” Company 
B ” Company 

A” Company 
D ” Company 
A ” Company 
A ” Company 
D ” Company 
B ” Company 
H .Q.” Company 

A” Company 
A” Company

Battalion H.Q. 
“A” Company 
“ H.Q.” Company 
“ D ” Company 
Battalion H.Q.
“ B ” Company

“ B ” Company 
“ A ” Company 
“ D ” Company 
“ H .Q .” Company

“ WITH IT” PEOPLE 

ARE WEARING OUR

R E G I M E N T A L

C R A V A T S

See O rder Form
Colour Sergean ts
C/Sgt. H. Rea. “ D ” Company
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The L arge R eg im en t
An event of the greatest importance in the history of 

our Regiment has been the announcement that the 
Home Counties Brigade is to become The Queen’s 
Regiment as from December 31 next, and that, from that 
date the 1st Battalion (57th/77th) will be known as 4th 
Battalion The Queen’s Regiment (Middlesex).

At the time of the announcement the Colonel of the 
Regiment sent the following message to the Colonel 
Designate of The Queen’s Regiment, Lt.-General Sir 
Richard Craddock, k.b.e., c.b., d.s.o.:

“ Hearty welcome to our Colonel Designate and 
assuring him of our loyalty and support to The 
Queen’s Regiment.” 

to which he received the following reply:
“ That was a very charming signal and I appreciate 

it enormously. I hope only that I may succeed in 
living up to its sentiments. My very best wishes to 
you and all your Regiment.”
All essential information regarding this momentous 

change is given in the broadsheet republished on 
page 271.

In so far as existing Regimental functions are con­
cerned they will continue.

Although the new Journal of The Queen’s Regiment is 
planned to start next January, The Die-Hards will 
continue publication up to and including October, 1967. 
After that date it is proposed to issue a printed News­
letter on somewhat similar lines to that now issued 
in January and July, in response to a popular demand 
from so many of our Old Comrades who form the

majority of our Journal readers. Further details of this 
will be published in the next issue of The Die-Hards.

R eorgan isation  o f the  T e rr ito ria l A rm y
On March 31, 1967, the 5th (T.A.) Battalion will 

cease to exist as such, though it will live on under a 
different name and in a different form.

At the time of going to press all that can be stated with 
certainty is that the Company (consisting of volunteers, 
who accept greater obligations and liabilities) which is to 
form part of the new 5th Volunteer Battalion The 
Queen’s Regiment, will be based at Hornsey, and that 
the remainder of the Battalion will form the nucleus of a 
Middlesex Territorial unit (w’hose role will be confined 
to home defence) with Headquarters and one Company 
at Edgware, and outlying Companies at Acton and 
Hounslow’.

1st B attalion’s T our in  G uyana
The Battalion’s emergency tour in Guyana, which will 

have ended by the time this issue of The Die-Hards 
appears, has been highly successful. Not only did the 
Battalion acquit itself well on the various ceremonial 
occasions which reached their climax on Independence 
Day but, since then, great emphasis has been laid on 
adventure training, to which the terrain of the country 
aptly lends itself. In the Battalion’s notes for this issue 
will be found several short articles which, whilst provid­
ing some most interesting reading, also give an excellent 
insight into the conditions under which this type of 
training has to be carried out in that part of the world.

P e r m e t t a t i  a

Col. Peter Allen, having handed over his staff ap­
pointment as Colonel A/Q at Headquarters, 1st (British) 
Corps, last May, returned to the U.K. and underwent a 
major operation, which appears to have been highly 
successful.

On completion of sick and terminal leave he retired on 
retired pay on August 18, and is now living at Devizes, 
Wilts.

C. G. Broome (ex-Sergeant, 6209632) is one of our 
staunchest supporters of the Regimental Association.

Having been discharged from the R.A.F. in 1940,

because he was under age, he enlisted into the Regiment 
on his 18th birthday on February 4, 1941, and was 
posted to that very fine Young Soldiers’ Battalion, the 
70th. When that Battalion was broken up in 1943 he 
was posted to 1st Battalion Princess Louise’s Kensington 
Regiment and served in Sicily and Italy with that unit 
until late in 1944 when, through illness, he was medically 
downgraded and sent to the Base Depot.

Since the war he has been employed by the G.P.O., 
and moved earlier this year w’ith the Savings Certificate 
Division to Co. Durham, which he finds vastly different 
from Finchley, where he lived previously.

C
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Lt.-Col. Norman Clayden, having completed his 
short staff tour in Guyana, returned to this country soon 
after the granting of independence and is now awaiting 
his next posting, which is believed to be in the Far East.

We were very pleased indeed to hear from Lt.-Col. 
Jackie Clowes earlier this year, and to know that he was 
much better after a bout of illness.

He is almost certainly the only officer living who 
joined the is t Battalion when it re-formed at Clipstone 
Camp, Notts, in 1919, and served in it without inter­
ruption until 1933 when he transferred to the R.A.P.C.

Lt.-Col. Hervey del Court writes from Hermanus, 
Cape Province, South Africa, to say that he has met 
Col. and Mrs. Frank Hedgecoe, who were passing 
through on their way to Zambia.

William Currie (ex-Pte. 6r887t8), who enlisted into 
the Regiment in December, igio, and served for 12 
years, in both the 3rd and 4th Battalions, was afterwards 
employed by H .M . Customs in the Royal Docks in 
London until he retired, on reaching the age of 70, some 
five years ago. He is still going strong.

Only a few days before going to press we were put in 
touch with one of our oldest former officers of the 2nd 
Battalion, Major Llewelyn Denham, who was 90 years 
of age on September 12 last, and now lives at Cuckfield 
in Sussex.

He was A.D.C. to Field-Marshal The Lord Methuen 
in Malta during the 1914-18 War.

We extend our deepest sympathy to A. R. (Brewer) 
Drane (ex-Cpl. 6196381), the Honorary Secretary of the 
Bandsmen’s and Drummers’ Branch of the Regimental 
Association, and Mrs. Drane on the death under tragic 
circumstances of their elder son, Barry.

H. G. A. Eden, who served with the 9th Battalion 
from 1912 to 1918 and now lives in Cape Town, was 
recently on holiday in this country.

He sends very best wishes to all members of the 
Regimental Association and to all ex-members of the 
9th Battalion, who served with him.

C. F. Farley, who served in i/7 th  Battalion in the
1939-45 War and has been emPloyed on the office staff 
at Lord’s for several years, writes to say that the latest 
addition to his young family is a son—a 10 pounder. 
Well done!_____ __________________

Edward Fairbrother (ex-Sgt., 619856), a member of 
the Corps of Drums of the 7th Battalion from 1928 to 
1942 and later of the 5th Battalion (T.A.) until 1965, 
recently had a bad breakdown, as a result of which he is 
partly paralysed. He is, we are glad to be able to report, 
improving and there seems no question that in time he 
will get well again.

All who know this very cheerful and loyal T.A. 
soldier will wish him a speedy recovery'.

That loyal and popular ex-member of the 1 /7th 
Battalion in the 1914-18 War, Bob Ferguson (ex-Pte., 
TF/200487) who is employed as a storeman at Regi­
mental Headquarters, recently underwent his long- 
awaited operation, and has made an excellent recover)-.

We are glad to have him back at duty for his cheerful 
personality and willing help were much missed when he 
was in hospital.

Congratulations to the undermentioned on their 
promotions, which have been notified since the publica­
tion of the last issue of The Die-Hards:

Capt. Mike Hayward to Major, March 10, 1966. 
Capt. Tony M cManus to Major, July 31, 1966.
Lt. Peter Gybbon-M onypenny to Captain, July 23,

1966.

During their second week in camp this summer the 
5th Battalion were very unfortunate to lose the services 
of their Commanding Officer, Lt.-Col. Peter Hall, who, 
w'hilst leaping over a low wall w'hen out walking, fell 
and broke his leg.

We sincerely hope that he will very soon be fit enough 
to resume command.

We recently had news from Capt. Philip Handford, 
R.A.P.C., whom many of the is t Battalion will re­
member when he was one of the Unit Paymaster s staff. 
He is now serving with Headquarters, Federal Re­
publican Army, in Aden where, despite I.S. restrictions, 
he appears to be enjoying life. He states that he often 
sees Major Pat Donovan and family whilst they are 
sunning themselves on the beach!

His many friends will be pleased to know' that Major 
Bill Heywood had his long-awaited operation last April. 
This was entirely successful and he has made an excellent 
recovery, as those who saw him at the Albuhera Parade 
and Reunion will testify.

Sgt. George Horder visited Regimental Headquarters 
recently before becoming a fully-fledged civilian and 
taking up employment with a catering firm at Earl’s Court.

He is now a member of the Regimental Association so 
we shall look forward to seeing him at some of our 
functions.______ _________________

On the occasion of his birthday on September 7> a 
telegram of good wishes was sent to our most dis- 
tinguished “ D ie-Hard,” Lt.-General Sir Brian 
H o r r o c k s . __________________

Raymond Hugman (ex-Pte., 23736105), who com­
pleted his Colour service only a year ago, had an acciden 
last March, which laid him off work for some time.

He has now recovered and started work again 
Hatfield, Herts., where he lives.
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Ex-Bandmaster F. A. Jackson wrote recently to say 
that he and his wife are hoping to attend the Annual 
Reunion this year, although it w'ill be difficult for him to 
get away in term time from Giggleswick School in 
Yorkshire where he teaches music.

We sincerely hope that he will be with us on November 
12, when he will receive a great welcome from old 
friends. __________________

Major “ Jeff ” Jeffcoat has been selected to take up a 
new appointment as A.A.G. at H.Q. FARELF at 
the end of December next.

William John Kemp (ex-Pte., 87600), who was on 
active service with the 16th (Public Schools) Battalion 
in the 1914-18 War and is now in his 76th year, is not in 
good health, and has to spend most of his time confined 
to his home.

He lives at St. Neots, Huntingdonshire, where he has 
been resident for some years.

In a letter received recently Leslie Lansdell (ex-Pte., 
6201452), who was serving with the ist Battalion and 
taken prisoner when Hong Kong fell in 1941, states that 
he has had another spell in Queen Mary’s Hospital, 
Roehampton, where he has been undergoing further 
treatment, and that he still has to take things very easily.

He lives in one of the Regimental Memorial Cottages 
at Albuhera Close, Enfield.

Capt. Mike Legg is to be posted to H.Q. Sultan of 
Muscat’s Armed Forces as a G.S.O. 3 in January, 1967.

Congratulations to Capt. John Lofting on his en­
gagement to Miss Geraldine Olive Frogley, younger 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Arthur R. Frogley of Manor 
Farm, Broxbourne, Herts.

Major Brian Marciandi, on completion of his course at 
the Joint Services Staff College, Latimer, has been 
posted to R.M.A.S., Canterbury, as a Company 
Commander. __________________

Major Geoff Norton is to be seconded to The Parachute 
Regiment for two years and is under orders to join the 
ist Battalion of that Regiment at Aldershot in January,
1967.__________ __________________

In the Personal News column of Regimental Newsletter 
No. 8, for July, 1966, Lt. (Q.M.) Harry Parnell was 
erroneously referred to as ex-C.S.M.

The Editor takes full responsibility for this error, and 
offers his sincere apologies.

Major David Pike is to be posted to H.Q. Cyrenaica 
Area as Camp Commandant, and is due to take up this 
aPpointment in November.

ing a Light Aircraft course at the Army Aviation Centre, 
Middle Wallop.

We send him our congratulations and best wishes on 
his marriage in August to Miss Anne Maria Crogham.

Shortly before the Regimental Autumn Golf Meeting, 
Brigadier Neville Procter wrote to say that he had just 
returned from a short spell in hospital.

We were glad to see him at the Meeting looking none 
the worse for his enforced rest.

Fred Sadler (ex-Cpl., 6199853), whom many will 
remember as a member of the is t Battalion boxing and 
athletics teams in pre-war days, and who lost his right 
arm at Dunkirk w’hilst serving with the 2nd Battalion, 
distinguished himself by winning a gold medal for 
athletics at the Blesma sports meeting held at the 
Military Stadium, Aldershot, on July 9, 1966. At these 
meetings in previous years he had won both bronze and 
silver medals, but never before a gold medal.

Fred, who is an indefatigable worker for B.L.E.S.M.A. 
(British Limbless Ex-Service M en’s Association), is as 
keen a sportsman today as he was whilst serving.

The Curator of our Museum, Major Dick Smith, who 
relieved Major Bill Hevwrood at Regimental Head­
quarters last February, was admitted to St. George’s 
Hospital, Hyde Park Comer, in May for an operation for 
hernia. Although he made a quick recovery and wras 
soon discharged, he had to be readmitted when a 
complication set in. This was eventually put right and 
he is now as fit as can be, and busy making up for lost 
time.

Col. Archie Stewart, the oldest surviving Commanding 
Officer of the ist Battalion, met with a nasty accident 
recently when he fell downstairs at his home in Bedford­
shire and was badly concussed and bruised. Luckily a 
subsequent X-ray examination revealed that no bones 
were broken.

We are so glad to know that, according to the last 
report wre had, he is now well on the way to his usual 
self. __________________

All our readers who know him will be very sorry to 
hear that Major Sam (A. V.) Weller is seriously ill in a 
nursing home in West Ealing.

Major-General John Willoughby made another of his 
fleeting visits to this country' when he arrived home for 
the C.G.S. conference in September. As usual, he 
was in great form.

Capt. Roger Pitman, on completion of his period of 
secondment to the Trucial Oman Scouts, is now attend-

News was received in August of Leonard Wilson 
(ex-Pte., 6205016), who was Mentioned in Despatches 
whilst serving with the 2nd Battalion in France in 
1939-40, and, as a result of wounds received in action, 
was later discharged with a disability' pension.

He now lives at Tottenham and works as a commis­
sionaire/caretaker.

t
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Albuhera Parade 1966

{Ph otos: P te . O . H u n t)

1. The Colonel of the Regiment paying homage at Regi- 
mental War Memorial after laying the Regimental 
ioreath.

2. Inspection of 5 th Battalion detachment.
3. Inspection of Middlesex Army Cadet Force detachment.

4. Chelsea Pensioners C. M. King (left) and F. W. 
Worton, escort to the Colonel of the Regiment.

5. March past of a section of the Old Comrades.
6. Uniformed detachments headed by 42 Army Youth 

Team, representing the 1st Battalion.

>
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A LB U H E R A  P A R A D E  1966

The annual parade to commemorate the 155th 
anniversary’ of the Battle of Albuhera was held in Inglis 
Barracks, Mill Hill, on Sunday, May 15. How appro­
priate it is that we can still hold the parade on the site 
of our old Depot where so many of those present began 
their soldiering and learned the rudiments of Regimental 
pride and comradeship they have lived ever since! 
The name “ Inglis ” and “ Albuhera ” are inseparable. 
Permission to use Inglis Barracks for the ceremony was 
kindly given by Lt.-Col. H. G. Jourdan, Commanding 
the Home Postal and Courier Communication Depot 
R.E., whose home it now is, and whose help on these 
occasions is so much appreciated by all “ Die-Hards.”

The weather was excellent, allowing those who are 
doubtful about bad-weather travelling, to make up their 
minds early in the day. This resulted in many who 
were to be on parade, and their friends and families, 
arriving early. Of these, quite a number had travelled 
a long distance and for others it was their first visit for 
many years.

The parade was commanded by Major S. L. J. 
Henshaw, 5th Battalion (T.A.). The 5th Battalion also 
provided the Parade Sergeant-Major, R.S.M. B. Lyons, 
the Band and Drums and a detachment of one officer 
and 50 soldiers. Other uniformed detachments present 
were from No. 42 Army Youth Team, commanded by 
Lt. D. M. Falcke, and consisting of regular soldiers from 
the 1 st Battalion, and from the Middlesex Army Cadet 
Force. The cadets were under the command of Major 
V. Williams and came from 16 Company (Hornsey), 
32 Company (Edgware), 72 Company (Hounslow) and 
75 Company (Staines).

Old comrades from various branches were present — 
the majority from Mill Hill Branch and the 9th Battalion 
Branch—whilst the Association Standard was borne by 
Capt. W. H. Craydon, representing the Regular 
Battalions, Mr. C. Brust, m .m . (late 7th Battalion), 
Right Escort, representing Territorial Battalions, and 
Mr. A. A. Alma, d .c .m . (late 12th Battalion), Left 
Escort, representing the Service Battalions.

As soon as the parade had formed up it moved to the 
Regimental War Memorial where a short service was 
conducted by the Rev. Ralph Brown, J.C.D., Chaplain 
to the 5th Battalion, the Lesson being read by the Colonel 
of the Regiment. Throughout the service and the 
march past afterwards, the Colonel of the Regiment had 
as an escort two old soldiers of the Regiment, now 
In-Pensioners at the Royal Hospital, Chelsea, namely, 
cx-C/Sgt. C. M. King and ex-Pte. F. W. Worton.

During his inspection the Colonel spoke to many 
men in the ranks, giving great pleasure to those con­
cerned. Our old soldiers especially like to have a

parade of longer duration and be noticed. Their 
intention in attending the parade is to be seen and to 
recapture the pride in parading shoulder to shoulder 
with their comrades of bygone days. This sentiment 
was passed on to the young N.C.O. i/c Picquet at the 
Guard Room who was impressed by the obvious joy 
of men attending a voluntary parade.

After the parade had dismissed, the now usual reunion 
took place at Edgware. Here the meeting of old friends 
and the reliving of past incidents of a happy service life 
made middle-aged and elderly folk grow bright-eyed 
and youthful again.

Next year it is hoped that the 1st Battalion will be able 
to be strongly represented. It will then be possible, 
whilst commemorating the gallantry of the original 
“ Die-Hards ” of Albuhera, for those who have in the 
past years of this century upheld our cherished traditions, 
to be able to see the “ Die-Hards ” of today, who are 
prepared to do likewise.

W i d e l y  K n o w n

Throughout the Services
Hawkes have supplied Service uniform and 
equipment for nearly two hundred years. But 
they are equally well known as civilian tailors, 
modern in their methods, while traditional in 
their spirit. Hawkes' Department for Immediate 
Wear is the natural resort of men who wish to 
maintain the Saville Row standard without 
undue strain on their pocket.

•  LOUNGE SUITS FROM £27/10/0
•  OVERCOATS FROM £22 10 0
•  SPORTS JACKETS FROM £14/14/0 

ALL UNIFORMS AND SERVICE
EQUIPMENT SUPPLIED 

For Bespoke Tailoring, patterns and prices will 
be gladly supplied on request

Hawkes of Savile Row
Regimental Tailors and Outfitters 

Established 1771
1 SAVILE ROW , W .l 
(Telephone: REGent 0186)

12a L O N D O N  R D ., CAM BERLEY
(Telephone: Camberley 3829)
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COMMEMORATION OF THE FIFTIETH 
ANNIVERSARY OF THE BATTLE OF THE SOMME

By Major R. W. J. Smith, M.B.E.

Of the 93 Battle Honours granted by the W ar Office 
Committee to the Regiment in 1923 for its services 
during the fighting 1914 to 1919, the honour “ Somme, 
1916 ” was awarded to no less than 12 Battalions. This 
blood-soaked area of France again appears in our roll of 
battles under the honour “ Somme, 1918 ” when it was 
awarded to nine of our Battalions, six of which had 
fought over the same ground in 1916. It was only 
fitting, therefore, that a Regiment which had been 
granted the honour 21 times should attend the cere­
monies commemorating the fiftieth anniversary of the 
opening day of the Battle, July 1, 1916.

A uniformed detachment consisting of one officer and 
nine other ranks attended all the official parades and 
ceremonies. These were Lt. D. M. Falcke, W.O.2 R. 
Power (14465101), Sgt. T . Pryor (22787650), Sgt. J. 
Rogers (22826929), Sgt. R. Segar (22803594), Cpl. M. 
Aylward (23915033), L/Cpl. H. Lovegrove (23873750), 
Ptes. D . Campy (23742709), J. Haimes (23544766) and
S. Scott (24013045).

Also attending the ceremony was a small party of Old 
Comrades who were, due to a very generous subsidy 
from the Regimental Association, able to make the 
pilgrimage from door to door by coach, beginning and 
ending at R.H.Q., Edgware. I t was hoped that a full 
coach of 40 would take advantage of this cheap trip but 
the response, no doubt due to the infirmities of some 
members, did not live up to expectations. Those who 
did go had a most enjoyable and interesting trip coup­
led very often by nostalgia as they passed sites of old 
billets and camps and battlefields they had trudged 
over so often half a century ago.

T he coach left Edgware in bright sunshine at 6.15 
p.m., June 30. Fifty years before it was raining heavily 
and the thoughts of Charlie Ashby (L /14437) went back 
to that time when he was in Queen’s Redoubt not only 
trying to keep out of the way of the rain, but also out of 
the way of the shells that our artillery were dropping 
short on the area occupied by the 4th Battalion. Bill 
Wright (L/14621), another old 4th Battalion veteran, 
also looked more comfortable than he must have felt on 
that evening so long ago. To Alan Barrel (TF/3192), 
Bob Ferguson (TF/2458), Perce Hutchins, m .m . 
(TF/1797) and Jimmy King (TF/3303), all old sweats of 
“A” Company i/7 th  Battalion, the smooth run in the 
comfortable coach was a world away from the rain- 
soaked trenches at Hebuteme—or, “ Abaht-tum  ” as it 
was known to the troops—which was their home but 
hardly their refuge in 1916. The running in those days, 
especially by Bob who was a “ duck-board harrier ” 
(Battalion runner) was then done on tired and water­
logged feet. Ginger Alma, d .c .m . (G/1787) and W. D. 
Wilkins (G/7431), who just prior to the coach leaving 
had been sheltering in the Drill Hall, had been re­
miniscing of that earlier June 30, when they were with

the 12th Battalion sheltering in the dug-outs at Camoy, 
the right of the six Battalions of the Regiment in the 
front line at Zero hour ready to go “ over the bags ” 
when the whistle blew. This time, instead of climbing 
the ladder to the parapet, they only had two steps to 
climb to take a comfortable seat in the coach. George 
Webb, m .m . (G/54496) of 19th (2nd Public Works 
Pioneers) Battalion decided, as it was a Thursday, that 
he would take a half-day off. In  1916, the 19th Battalion 
could not take any time off. They were at Ploegsteeit 
wiring and digging, etc. and laying tracks for the light 
railway. Harry Bird (L /14343), late of the 4th Battalion 
was, at that time, a bird in fact as well as Bird in name. 
He was in the cage in Germany, having been wounded 
and made a P.O.W. in the early days of the war. Other 
members of the Regimental party were Major R. W. J. 
Smith, Major V. Williams, Capt. W. H. Craydon and 
Bill Sanderson (6212614) who made a pictorial record of 
the pilgrimage with his cine-camera.

To the onlooker there was no mistaking who the party 
were. Each member was wearing a beret with Regi­
mental flash and badge as well as a Regimental tie and
O.C.A. lapel badge. T he coach was also emblazoned 
with the “ D ie-Hard’s ” badge and a yellow streamer 
with “ Middlesex Regimental Association ” in red 
letters. I t was most satisfying to see how scores of 
people immediately recognised our insignia, not only 
during the journey in England but also in France and 
Flanders. (A closer inspection of our cap badges 
would have shown that each member of the 7th Battalion 
was wearing their special pattern bearing “ South 
Africa 1900-02 ” on the honour scroll).

From Ostend Bob Ferguson took over as guide and 
route-master, and did a very able job, taking the route 
Nieuport — Veume (Fumes) — Woesten — Poperinghe 
— Ypres, where we stopped in the market place for a 
short halt. Whilst some of the party went for a short 
stroll as far as the Menin Gate Memorial, a few of us 
paid a visit to St. George’s Church where we saw, 
amongst the numerous memorials, one to the Middlesex 
Regiment’s 47 Battalions’ share in the victory over the 
German forces. Two private brass plaques were also 
seen—one to 2/Lt. A. D. Rice, 4th Battalion, and the 
other to Lt.-Col. F. G. Poole, d .s .O., who was Secretary/ 
Treasurer to the British Settlement, 1924-49- In the 
library were also the two volumes of “ The Die-Hards in 
the Great W ar.” They showed signs of being read; too. 
Not only do “ D ie-H ards” remember Ypres; Ypres 
remembers the “ D ie-H ards” !

On the coach again, we left Ypres by the Lille Gate, 
each mile of the road bringing back memories to the 
passengers. Two of the old soldiers, Jimmy King an 
Alan Barrel, had met for the first time since 1916 and 
discovered that not only had they been young soldiers 
together in the early days of the war but were, as boys, m
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From left to right: A. Alma, D.C.M. (12th Bn.), D. Wilkins (12th Bn.), Capt. W. H. Craydon, A. Barrel (7th Bn.),
G. Webb, M.M. (19th Bn.), H. Sanderson, C. Ashby (4th Bn.), R. Ferguson (yth Bn.), P. Hutchins, M.M. (7th Bn.)
E. King (7th Bn.), Major V. Williams, W. Wright (4th Bn.), H. Bird (4th Bn.), Major R. W. J. Smith, M.B.E.

the same Boys’ Brigade and had camped together in the 
Isle of Wight camp in 1913.

We were now in areas rich with memories, where every 
stone had a tale to tell and every tree was in its youth, 
the original trees having been blasted during the terrific 
bombardments 50 years ago. There were man-made 
stones there in their thousands, too. The stones are in 
those “ Silent Cities,” the military cemeteries, each 
marking the grave of a soldier who lost his life during the 
four years of fighting. I have yet to hear of a cemetery in 
which there is not at least one headstone bearing our 
badge and particulars of a “ Die-Hard.” At Zillibeke 
we halted the coach to visit Bedford House Cemetery 
where we paid our respects at the grave of 2/Lt. R. P. 
Hallowes, v.c., m .c ., the first “ Die-Hard ” to gain the 
Victoria Cross in the Great War. His dying words are 
on a par with those of Inglis of Albuhera:

“ Men, we can only die once; if we have to die, let 
us die like men—like Die-Hards.”

As we left Zillibeke, an old soldier who is now 
employed by the War Graves Commission, rode by on 
his bicycle and, noticing the badge on the front of the 
coach said, “ Ah, the old ‘ D ie-H ards’; bloody good 
mob that.” So we are!

From Lillibeke to Ploegsteert, or “ Plug Street ” to 
the old-timers in the coach and to thousands of their 
contemporaries who speak of this area. Here is a 
memorial to 11,447 missing men. Over the border with 
a short stop at the Belgian and French Frontier Posts 
and on to Armentieres. Here the remarks took an earthy 
tone.

At Fleurbaix the 7th Battalion veterans had scores 
of incidents to relate, it being one of their earliest 
experiences of trench warfare. A little later we were at 
Fanquisart where the tired remnants of the 4th Battalion 
had put up such a good fight in October 1914. We were 
now passing over ground that are pages in our Regi­
mental history, the next place of note being Neuve 
Chapelle where the 2nd Battalion fought so well and 
suffered so heavily in March 1915. Often on this stage 
of the journey there were periods of silence whilst all 
the passengers seemed lost in their own thoughts or 
memories. The Middlesex badge is very prominent on 
the head-stones in this area.

At Richebourg we stopped to pick up Bert Lee 
(G/49202) who had served with our 25th Battalion in 
Russia and for many years had worked for the War 
Graves Commission. He and his wife insisted on all of
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us joining them in a glass of wine in their home, a 
gesture thoroughly appreciated and enjoyed by everyone. 
O n the wall was a photograph of “ D ” Company of the 
25th Battalion and two interesting military prints. W hen 
Bert was interned by the Germans during the last war 
his military relics were left alone by the German 
soldiery although many other pieces of his property 
were lost. It appears it was a case of soldier respecting 
soldier. Although asked to attend the ceremony with 
his local branch of the British Legion, he had opted to 
join the Regimental party and was soon dressed in 
beret, badge, tie and lapel badge which were taken to 
France ready for him. W ith our additional member we 
were on the last stage of our journey, passing through 
Bethune, Arras, Bapaume, LeSars, Pozieres and finally 
Thiepval, where the huge memorial could be seen for 
miles.

Although not an official party', we were given a 
splendid position in the centre of the spectators stands. 
Early in the afternoon L t. Falcke came over to speak to 
the old soldiers and ensured that we had programmes. 
O ur quasi-uniform made the contingent stand out 
conspicuously whilst the appearance of ex-C/Sgt. C. M. 
King (L/17614) who had fought with the 2nd at Neuve 
Chapelle and with the 13th at the Somme gave a splash 
of colour. He was one of the six Chelsea Pensioners who 
were with the official guests. His scarlet long frocked- 
coat had caused joyous comment wherever he had 
stopped during the journey to Albert where he was 
lodged. T he arrival of Bob Ryder, v.c., one of the six 
Somme V.C.’s present, also caused eyes to swing in our 
direction as he came over with his wife to greet and talk 
with us. His reunion with Ginger Alma, D .C .M ., who 
was a brother N.C.O. in the 12th Battalion, was quite 
touching.

Later we had the pleasure of having two holders of 
the Victoria Cross in our company when Bob Ryder 
came over with Col. A. C. T . White, v.c., M .C ., who won 
his decoration as a Captain with the 6th Yorkshire 
Regiment. The sight of two V.C.’s in our small com­
pany attracted plenty of attention and numerous 
interested lookers-on.

The position originally allotted to our uniformed 
detachment wras on the right of the altar in the centre 
arch of the memorial, so naturally we were watching 
keenly when the parade began to form up. As old 
soldiers do, we were commenting on the smartness, etc. 
of the various units on parade and remarked how smart 
and steady were the detachment which occupied the 
small arch at the left of the memorial. Their white belts 
were like a tape in front of them whilst the sizing off 
showed the line to advantage and fortunately they kept 
their heads still. The slightest movement was so easily 
seen as they had the clear sky behind them, silhouetting 
the upper part of their bodies. At that moment, Lt. 
Falcke came to inform me that the organisers had 
altered the position of our detachment from their first 
allocation to that of the small arch on the left. I was 
able to repeat to him the complimentary' remarks we 
had just passed, not realising at the time that the soldiers 
in question were our own representatives. They were 
certainly a credit and were surpassed by none.

W hen the parade was in position, a short description 
of the Battle was read by Field-Marshal The Earl 
Alexander of Tunis. Not only did he mention the 
valour of our own troops, but he also spoke of that of the 
Germans who so tenaciously held their positions. This 
tribute to the enemy troops was again paid by the 
Chaplain-General in The Bidding at the beginning of 
the services. At the end of the service, wreaths were 
laid by the representatives of the 123 units which had 
been awarded the Battle Honour Somme, 1916. 
T his was done in fours by the Colonels of the Regiments, 
or their representatives, after the British Ambassador 
and V .I.P .’s had paid their tribute. Lt. Falcke repre­
sented the Colonel of our Regiment.

After the wreath-laying ceremony had been com­
pleted a lamp was placed on the altar by the World 
President of the Brotherhood of the Lamp—Prince 
Constantine of Bavaria. T o  some of the onlookers it 
seemed strange that a German nobleman should perform 
this task but to us who have had the honour to serve with 
the Middlesex Regiment it need not be so strange. It 
was the Crown Prince Rupprecht of Bavaria, a relative 
of Prince Constantine who caused the memorial to our 
4th Battalion to be erected at Saint Symphorien 
Cemetery, Mons, and who officially attended the 
Dedication in 1916.

At the conclusion of the service the Royal Canadian 
Air Force flew over the memorial dropping clouds of 
poppies which were accurately placed, many of our 
party bringing one home as a souvenir.

It was a bright sunny day, showing the Great 
Memorial to the Missing on the Somme in its splendour 
with the names of the 73.367 missing Allied soldiers 
engraved on its panels. Many of the veterans present 
were there for the first time since 1916. One of them 
was Bob Ryder who won his Victoria Cross only 50 yards 
from where the memorial now stands. Thiepval was not 
rebuilt except for the church and a couple of houses ; it 
is as it was, although covered with undergrowth, and itis 
easy to find the old positions held by the Germans. 
Another “ D ie-Hard ”  veteran present was Noel Peters 
(PS/1841) who was with the 16th (Public Schools) 
Battalion when they went over the top at Beaumont 
Hamel on the first day of the battle 50 years before  ̂
This Battalion suffered 24 officers and 500 other rank 
casualties, nearly all Public School men, whilst the and 
Battalion lost on the same day 22 officers and 600 other 
ranks. T he panels of the Middlesex Regiment show 
many of these men as well as those of the other Battalions 
which took part in the battle. There was plenty ot 
reason for thought as we looked at the ground and the 
memorial. The total casualties on both sides amounted 
to the frightening total of 1,200,000 men.

We left Thiepval Ridge at 6.30 p.m., returning to 
Ostend by a slightly different route and dropping Bert 
Lee at his home in Richebourg. Our small party «ere 
pointed out with interest when we got off the coach a* 
the television programme in Belgium had, half an hour 
before, shown the ceremony, our group being in t 
picture. T he French television had also shown the 
same thing live during the service whilst a letter from

Z L  2 ),

Canada gave the news that the Canadian TV  had also 
included our party'.

The Old Comrades, who made the pilgrimage, all 
expressed their pleasure at being able to make the trip, 
and their gratitude for the generous subsidy from the 
Regimental Association. To those who were visiting 
France and Flanders for the first time as civilians, it was 
a journey of mixed thoughts and feelings. One old 
soldier whom we all meet as a happy carefree comrade, 
wrote, “ I wore dark glasses for the first time ever; they 
hid the tears in my eyes. Every time we read ‘ Known 
unto God ’ it recalled the w orking party I was on a 
fortnight after the battle, picking up bodies and arms 
and legs, etc., putting them in a disused trench and 
covering them with a few inches of soil. Over the years 
I have often wondered if these graves wrere ever found.” 
He now knows, having seen the cemeteries and memo­
rials. Other letters in a similar vein were received all 
emphasising the fact that it was a journey they would 
not have missed—the first time for them when it was 
“ All Quiet on the Western Front.”
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PORTSMOUTH CATHEDRAL 
D-DAY MEMORIAL

This Cathedral, which had not been completed in 
J939> is to have a new nave built to commemorate 
D-Day. When completed, probably in 1969, the nave 
will have a clear span of 76 feet—nearly double that of 
St. Paul’s Cathedral and only exceeded by St. Peter’s 
in Rome—and emblems of all the units which took part 
in D-Day' will be incorporated in its ornate ceiling.

The foundation stone of the new nave was laid on 
June 6, 1966—the 22nd anniversary' of D-Day—by 
Field Marshal Viscount Montgomery, in the presence of 
Service chiefs and senior representatives of the many 
regiments, etc., which took part in the invasion of North 
West Europe in 1944. In the inavoidable absence of the 
Colonel of the Regiment, Major-General G. P. L. 
Weston, C .B ., c .b .e . ,  d . s .O ., who was in command of the 
2nd Battalion on D-Day, represented the Regiment at 
this ceremony'.

A Regimental contribution has been made to the 
Cathedral Completion Appeal Fund.

50th Anniversary o f  the Institution  o f  
the M ilitary M edal

The Military’ Medal, bearing the inscription “ For 
Bravery in the Field,” was instituted by King George 
V on March 25, 1916. Since that date some 60,000 
were awarded in the First Great War and approximately 
11,000 in the Second Great War. Over 800 N.C.O.s 
and soldiers serving in the ranks of the “ Die-Hards ” 
have been aw'arded this decoration since its institution, 
three dozen being awarded a bar denoting a second 
aw’ard and in two cases, at least, in the 4th and 12th 
Battalions, there were awards of two bars. (Sgt. 
Hickman of the 2nd Battalion was not only awarded a 
bar to his Military Medal, but he also had tzvo bars to his 
Distinguished Conduct Medal.)

More than 300 men and four women holders of the 
Military Medal attended a parade to commemorate the 
Jubilee of the institution of its award in Dean’s Yard, 
Westminster, on Sunday, July 24. In one case, both 
husband and wife were holders of the decoration. It 
was unfortunate that the w’eather was foul, preventing 
the ceremony being seen to its best advantage, but, 
nevertheless, it was a gathering of proud, brave, men 
and w’omen.

Of our Regiment seven of our old soldiers were seen to 
be present, namely', TF/200119 C. Brust, TF/1197 P. 
Hutchins, TF/730 E. J. King and TF/200955 D. 
Vincent of the 7th Battalion; TF/243127 W. Thatcher, 
8th Battalion; TF/265160 G. Cooper, 9th Battalion; 
TF/2q i83q C. Rich and TF/2660 A. L. Ward of the 
2/ioth Battalion. All were members of our T.A. 
Battalions during the war of 1914-1919. It had been 
hoped that ex-L/Cpl. Cousins (G/2826), 12th Battalion, 
one of our “ treble ” Military' Medallists w ould have

attended, but he may have been kept away by the in­
clement w’eather.

After the inspection and the march past when Major- 
General A. E. Watford, c.B., c .b .e . ,  M .M ., late Royal 
Canadian Artillery', took the salute, a service was held in 
Westminster Abbey, the General reading the Lesson. 
The sounding of the Last Post and Reveille by the 
buglers of the Light Infantry Brigade was a perfect 
example of bugle playing. The sound of a bugle in a 
church or cathedral can at times be raucous, but on this 
occasion it was a dulcet, silvery tone and a pleasure to 
hear.

An interesting fact is that two of the old soldiers of 
our Regiment on parade, Sgt. King and Cpl. Hutchins 
as they were at the time of their awards, were named on 
the list when the original submissions were made for 
the newly instituted decoration in 1916. Both were for 
gallantry prior to the institution of the medal. Of 
interest to students of military decorations is that the 
first two M .M .s recorded were both gazetted in April 
1916, a fortnight after the institution of the medal. 
These were to two N.C.O.s of the Royal Garrison 
Artillery for bravery when the German battleships 
Derffiinger, Sey’dlitz, Moltke, Von der Tann and 
Blucher shelled Scarborough, Whitby and Hartlepools 
on the morning of December 16, 1914.

Mr. Thatcher, one of our holders of the M .M ., 
mentioned above, is the Secretary of the Military 
Medallists’ League. He is also a member of the Ealing 
Branch of the Regimental Association.

R.W.J.S.

D
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HONG KONG RE-VISITED,

1 9 6 5

In November last year a party of ex-P.O.W.s were 
able to visit Hong Kong for a week by means of an air 
charter flight specially organised by Lloyd International, 
one of whose directors, M r. Francis Rossini, was himself 
a prisoner of war there.

T hree former officers of our 1st Battalion Capt.
C. G. W ebber, Capt. J. H. S. Hudson and Lt. E. C. 
Graham—were included in the party and, as a result 
of a most enjoyable and interesting trip, the following 
random recollections by Lt. Ewan Graham are pub­
lished, since it is felt that they will be of interest to 
many of our readers who knew “ T he Jewel of the 
East ” in other days:

Tremendous changes have taken place both on the 
Island and in the New Territories during the last 20 
years in the way of buildings and roads, and often it was 
difficult to pinpoint old sites, or remember what the 
landscape used to be like.

T he old Murray Barracks Parade Ground in Garden 
Road has disappeared and on it has been built the huge 
skyscraper Hong Kong Hilton Hotel.

In Kowloon too, several huge hotels have been built 
in Nathan Road adjoining the Peninsular Hotel.

T he first evening there a Reunion Dinner was held in 
one of the old Prisoner of W ar huts in Argyll Street 
Camp, where we met several of our Hong Kong 
Volunteer friends of previous days.

The following evening we were invited to a cocktail 
party at the Hong Kong Regiment’s Mess where, 
amongst others, we met Sgt. Bull, late of the Ordnance, 
who will be remembered no doubt by several who served 
with the Battalion in those days.

A Remembrance Day Service was celebrated at the 
Cenotaph on Sunday, November 14, after which another 
service was held in the Cathedral.

In the Cathedral, although it is perhaps not known to 
many, there is a Memorial to the 1st Battalion, and a 
Roll of Honour of those who lost their lives in Hong 
Kong, and elsewhere as prisoners of war, which is 
kept in a glass case.

Monday, the 15th, was spent in a charabanc tour of 
the New Territories, going out on the Castle Peak Road, 
past Gin Drinkers Bay, Yuen Long, Kamtin to Ma Tau 
Kok, which was as near to the border as we were 
allowed, and from the observation post there we could, 
through glasses, see troops in Communist China. On 
our way out we passed Shamshuipo rather hurriedly but 
it appeared to be all built over, probably by factories, 
although the old married quarter, Jubilee building, 
could still be recognised. Coming back via Fan Ling 
and Taipo it was impossible to remember much of the 
road as it used to be and unfortunately we had no time 
to go and see our old camp sites at Sunwai and Lo V  u.

The following day, Tuesday, the 16th, after visiting 
the Hong Kong Garden of Remembrance and Shrine 
near the Queen’s Ferry on the Island, our party was 
taken by bus to the War Cemetery at Saiwan. There,

after the service, amongst other wreaths, Capt. Webber 
laid one for the Regiment in memory of our fallen. It 
was a beautiful sunny afternoon and the Saiwan War 
Cemetery is in a wonderful setting, and it was most 
impressive.

After that we were taken on to Stanley where we 
visited Col. Newnham’s grave, amongst others, and then 
came back round the Island past Repulse Bay, which in 
no way resembled the Repulse Bay we knew, as the 
whole skyline has now been spoiled by the large block 
of apartments having been built behind the hotel, and 
numerous other buildings almost obliterating the Bay 
from the road.

On Wednesday, November 17, our party entertained 
at the Hong Kong Club various old friends who had 
shown us such a lot of hospitality during our visit, and 
on Thursday, November 18, we left Kaitak for home.

REGIM ENTAL BADGE, LAMB’S HILL, FANLING
The following is an account by Capt. H. M. du V. 

Lohan, late Adjutant of the Hong Kong Regiment (The 
Volunteers) of the steps leading up to and the actual 
cleaning of the Regimental badge in the new Territories 
so willingly and generously undertaken by our old 
friends of the Hong Kong Regiment:

Last summer a Staff Officer from H.Q. 48 Brigade 
contacted me to find out what was to be done about the 
cleaning of the Middlesex Badge on Lambs Hill. 
Rising labour costs and difficulties from the local con­
tractor meant that the next bill would be in the region 
of £20.

Lt.-Col. John Laurence-Smith, our C.O., agreed 
wholeheartedly with the proposal that 3 Company, the 
Infantry Company of the Volunteers, should take on the 
task of renovating the badge.

Major Gordon Hampton, O.C. 3 Company, and my­
self then spent many pleasant hours in the Hong Kong 
Club formulating a plan. It was thought that the best 
time to go about the task would be the nearest Sunday 
to the Chinese Festival of Ching Ming, which is in April. 
This seemed an appropriate time since during Ching 
Ming the Chinese families go up to the hills to the graves 
of their ancestors in order to sweep them clean and tidy 
them up. Joss sticks are lit and simple memorial 
services are held.

On Saturday afternoon, April 2, 3 Company moved 
out to the New Territories. Since it was not a training 
weekend but more of a “ jolly ” the men chipped in a 
few dollars and a Company chow took place that evening. 
I arrived late at night to find Major Gordon Hampton, 
Capt. Rene Ozorio, Capt. Alec Jack and Eddie Carmos 
still celebrating. I never found out what about.

Sunday, April 3, promised to be a lovely warm day 
and we ail set out for Lambs Hill in great spirits a fte r an 
early breakfast in the backyard of Tai Po district office.

We had decided that the usual white-wash was not 
good enough for the job in hand and so we had per­
suaded Capt. Charles Wiley, our Regular Army QuaI^ '  
master, to provide several gallons of Government white
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paint. Picks, shovels, matchets, paint and brushes were ! 
hauled up to the top of the hill. O.P.s with radio were 
set up on the other side of the Sha Ta Kok Road to 
report progress and faults. We wondered whether 
Col. Clinton Nolda had used this method when he built 
the badge.

The badge was overgrown with grass and weeds but 
the stones were all in position and well secured with 
pickets. All that had to be done was to cut away the 
weeds and turf, sweep the stones free of earth and then 
paint them. The whole operation only took a few 
hours.

To the amusement of everyone we decided to hold a 
“ first and last brush stroke ” ceremony. Having lined ! 
up several bottles of Sam Miguel beer and Chinese rice 
wine, a string of fire crackers was attached to a pole and 
ignited amidst shouts of approval as the final dab of 
paint was applied. The beer and wine were drunk, 
more fire crackers lighted and the Company descended 
into the plains of Fanling.

Gordon Hampton then invited the officers and senior j 
ranks to the Fanling Golf Club where toasts to the ! 
Middlesex Regiment and the Volunteers were drunk. 
We returned to R.H.Q. later that day feeling very' pleased 
with the successful end to a most pleasant task. My 
only regret is that I will not be there next year to do it 
again. Gordon Crumley, no doubt, will carry on what 
will become a tradition in the Volunteers.

The good work carried out by 3 Company of the 
Volunteers w'as recognised byr the local Press as is 
shown by the following brief account, which appeared 
in the South China Morning Post, on April 4, and w'as 
sent to the Editor, The Die-Hards, by Major A. R. 
Tawney, i/6th Q.E.O., Ghurkha Rifles, son-in-law 
of the Curator of our Museum, Major R. W. J. Smith, 
m .b .e.:

R egim ent Badge C leaned
The badge of the Middlesex Regiment on Lamb 

Hill at Fanling in the New Territories wras cleaned and 
renovated by 60 members of the Hong Kong Regiment 
(The Volunteers) yesterday.

The Volunteers all from the Third Company of the 
Hong Kong Regiment, carried out the w'ork under the 
direction of Major G. Hampton. They cleared the 
grass around the badge and later painted it with white 
paint-oil.

The Middlesex Regiment, which has a long associa­
tion with The Hong Kong Regiment, was last in Hong 
Kong during the time of the Korea War.

MIDDLESEX FESTIVAL DAY
The Middlesex Society, whose President is the Duke 

of Northumberland, have decided to make Albuhera 
Day a Festival Day annually in the old County of 
Middlesex to celebrate the gallant deeds of Middlesex 
men throughout the w'orld in all campaigns in which 
they have fought.

T h e  f i n e s t  
m a n ’ s  s h o p  

m  t h e  w o r l d

A U S T I N  
R E E D

Also a t 33 D onegal Place, Belfast
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R E G IM E N T A L M U SEU M

Amongst the recent additions to the Regimental 
M useum and Archives are the following:

Sw ord o f L t.-G enera l S ir M an ley  Pow er, K.C.B. 
L e tte r w ritten  by L t.-G eneral S ir T hom as P ic ton , 

G.C.B.
P la s te r c as t o f th e  b ronze  lion  of M en in  G ate 

M em oria l.
D rink ing  h o rn  o f Lt. P h illip  Pow ys, 57*^ 

R eg im ent.
M edals  o f 2/Lt. C. A. C larke, M .M.
M edals  o f Sgt. C. R eed.
M eda ls  o f P te. W. G. W ilkins.
.455 in. revo lver.
Brief notes on each of the above items are given 

below:

Sw ord of L t.-G eneral S ir M an ley  Pow er, K.C.B., 
K.T.S.

This sword, made by Tatham, sword cutler to King 
George IV, has a heavy cutting blade, slightly curved. 
Frosted into the steel are the Royal Monogram and the 
insignia of a General Officer. Not an ornament, it is a 
weapon forged for battle having been sharpened so often 
that the front letters of the inscription on the blade are 
worn off. The brass guard on the hilt also has the 
General’s insignia of cross baton and sword within a 
wreath of laurels as part of the ornamentation. The 
weapon is well balanced and business-like.

Sir Manley Power’s name is w'ell knowm to “ Die- 
Hards ” and has been so for 150 years, due to the title 
of the Regimental quick-step bearing his name.

Manley Power was bom  in 1773 and commissioned as 
an Ensign in the 20th (Leigh’s) Regiment of Foot, 
August 27, 1785. He fought in the Netherlands
campaign under Sir Ralph Abercromby when the 20th 
(later the Lancashire Fusiliers) were in the Sixth 
Brigade commanded by Lord Cowan, “ Egmont-op- 
Zee ” fought in October, 1799, being one of their 
honours. At that date, though, the 20th were named 
the East Devon Regiment. Five days after the battle, 
Manley Power was granted his majority, his earlier 
promotions to Lieutenant and Captain being in May, 
1789, and June, 1794, respectively. In  June, 1801, he 
was appointed Lieutenant-Colonel and in 1805 was with 
the 32nd (or the Cornwall) Regiment of Foot.

Serving under the Iron Duke in the Peninsular he 
gained his steps in promotion to Colonel in July, 1810, 
and Major-General in June, 1813, when he served with 
the Portuguese Army under General Beresford, being 
given command of a Portuguese Brigade. For his 
services during the Peninsular War, he was awarded the 
gold medal for Salamanca (22.7.1812) with two clasps 
for Vittoria (21.6.1813) and Nivelle (10.11.1813). The

year following his Brigade appointment he was ap­
pointed a Knight Commander of the Royal Portuguese 
Military Order of the Tower and Sword. In addition 
to this recognition of his services by the Portuguese 
Government, he was also rewarded by the British Crown 
by the appointment as one of the 100 army Knights 
Commander of the Most Honourable Order of the Bath 
when the Prince Regent enlarged and divided the Order 
into three classes in January, 1815. His gold medal 
with its two clasps was replaced by the Peninsular Gold 
Cross with a clasp to mark his service in addition to the 
three battles already mentioned, at the Battles of 
Orthes (17.2.1814) and Toulouse (10.4.1814), five awards 
in all.

During his years in the Peninsular and later, in 
France, he was constantly in contact with the 57th. 
His commander, Marshal Sir William Beresford, held 
the 57th in great regard and must often have spoken of 
their fighting prowess and the field of Albuhera to his 
Brigadier. It w>as natural, therefore, that when he was 
commanding the 2nd Brigade of the 3rd Division in the 
citadel of Valenceines in 1816, during the occupation of 
Paris by the British Troops, in which the 57th were at 
that time serving, he should give them the score of the 
music of a quick step. At that time, the British Army 
had begun to march in quick time, whereas before they 
had marched at a pace nearer to our present slow march. 
For moving on long marches, the time was still stately 
and slow, but on reviews and ceremonials the new, quick 
time was used. The music offered to, and accepted by, 
the 57th was that said to be found by General Sir 
Manley Power in a French camp after a victory. Much 
loot and baggage, in fact all that the French Army had 
taken during its victorious years in Spain, were retaken 
by the allies at Vittoria. Instead of our Regimental 
march starting its existence as a French composition, it 
may well be English originally and picked up by the 
French in a British camp during Wellington’s with­
drawals early in the war. It is suspiciously similar to the 
song “ O soldier, soldier, won’t you marry me w'ith your 
musket, fife and drum? ” which was composed at the end 
of the 18th century. Whatever was the origin of the 
tune, the 57th promptly gave it the name of their re­
spected General and from 1816 to 1966 the same air has 
been played in bivouacs, camps, barracks and Japanese 
P.O.W. camps as well as on long marches and reviews.

From 1819 to 1825, Sir Manley Power was in Malta 
as commandant of the forces and Lieutenant-General. 
During that time the Commander-in-Chief ana 
Governor was almost continuously absent and Sir 
Manley Power administered the island in his stead. 
He died in Switzerland in 1826, a year after he was pro­
moted Lieutenant-General but his name is ever-green 
in the Regiment as, from the youngest drummer boy to 
the oldest retired veteran, the immediate answer to the

D L  2 ,

query of the name of the Regimental march is “ Sir 
Manley Power.”
Presented by A. Manley Power, Esq., a direct descendant 

of the General.

L ette r w ritten  by L t.-G eneral Sir T hom as Picton, 
G.C.B.

This letter, the latest addition to our Archives, reads 
as follows:

London 17th Jany (?) 1813.
My dear Sir,

As soon as the Reduction is notified (which I am 
told will be 10 Lieutenants, ? Sergts, 20 Corporals 
& 190 Privates) and w-hich is to take place from the 
25th Deer., the arrangements you point out shall be 
as nearly as possible carried into effect—Captain 
Queade w'as allowed to exchange upon the condition 
of becoming an effective Officer with the Regiment, 
and I have to request that you w'ill apply through 
the Adjt General, that he may be ordered to join 
without loss of time. I am sorry to find that the 
long expected Brevet is not likely, for some time at 
least, to take place. I had obtained a promise for 
Col Rudd to be Employed as an Inspecting Field 
Officer which would have given Maclaine the 
majority & the eldest Lieutenant a Company: 
but with this victory it may possibly come to 
nothing in the End.

I have been a good deal inconvenienced by the 
recurrence of an old strain which gives me a good 
deal of trouble and wholly prevents my taking 
Exercise on Foot, which is a great annoyance to m e: 
particularly in London where there are so many 
pretty things to amuse a Lounger.

They have spread various reports all equally true 
respecting my return from the Army: and amongst 
others that I returned in disgust at the Conduct of 
the Commander of the Forces, with whom I had 
had serious dis-agreements. A report of this kind 
I thought it right, injustice to his ‘Lordship’ as well 
as myself, formally to disavow, which I did by a 
paragraph in the Times—they have also circulated 
that I behaved in a most Cavalier manner to the 
Regent when presented at the Levee: and all with­
out a shadow of foundation. I shall give myself no 
further trouble about the inventions whether 
mischievous or otherwise: for if people will believe 
miserable things I shall not undertake the peculiar 
labor of correcting their curiosity.

I hope you are all going on well. Pray offer my 
best wishes to Col Dunkin, Capt Maclaine & 
generally to the whole Coy, and believe me to be 

most faithfully,
Th Picton.

P.S. I am Happy to find you have at length got rid 
of Macavie (?) Pray has Genl Spry’s relation 
succeeded to Bennets Ensigney.

Fighting and hard swearing Sir Thomas Picton wras, 
at the time this letter was written, Colonel of the 77th 
(East Middlesex) Regiment of Foot. His career is so 
well known and has been written about so often that it is
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needless to repeat it in full here. He was the fifth 
Colonel of the 77th, holding the appointment from 
October 1811 until he w’as killed whilst in command of 
the 5th Divison at the Battle of Waterloo. His orderly 
at that time was Sgt. Alexander Campbell, 77th 
Regiment. In addition to his relationship to the 77th, 
he was also closely connected w ith the 57th when he was 
Governor of Trinidad 1797-1803. In fact, in General 
Warre’s “ Historical Records of the 57th,” himself once
C.O. of the 57th, Lt.-Col. Picton is shown as com­
manding the 57th during that period, the record 
reading “ In 1797 the Regiment proceeded to Trinidad, 
w here the 2nd (Queen’s) Regiment was drafted to it, and 
remained stationary for six years under the command 
of Colonel Picton.” This is incorrect as the Com­
manding Officer of the 57th then was Lt-Col. William 
Balfour.

The following comments on the officers in the order in 
which they are mentioned in the letter may be of interest.

The addressee of the letter was Lt.-Col. John 
Bromhead, a zealous and experienced officer who com­
manded the 77th at El Bodon and Badajoz receiving the 
gold medal for the latter battle. He was made a C.B. 
for his services in the Peninsular and retired in 1822 
after 23 years in command.

Capt. William Queade had received his Captaincy in 
the Regiment in October, 1812, on exchange from the 
40th Regiment. He joined soon after this letter was 
w ritten!

Col. John Rudd was an officer of long service and 
great experience. He began his service as a volunteer in 
the 75th Regiment, going to India in 1788. During the 
war in Mysore he won a commission as ensign in the 
77th in April, 1792. At El Bodon he had a portmanteau 
knocked from the rear of his saddle by a French cannon 
ball within six inches of his back. He coolly turned 
round and said “ There was nearly the end of poor 
Jack.” He commanded one of the storming parties at 
Badajoz, receiving severe wounds. Wellington made a 
special mention of him in his despatch after the action. 
His services were rewarded by promotion to Brevet- 
Lieutenant-Colonel in April, 1812, and later the C.B. 
Sent to England to recover from his wounds, he re­
turned to Spain in 1813 as a member of a general court 
martial at Vittoria, rejoining the 77th in 1814. In 1816, 
he retired from the service and died in January, 1827.

Capt. Murdoch Maclaine was at this time the senior 
captain in the 77th. He had severe wounds at Ciudad 
Rodrigo, causing his right leg to be amputated. He 
succeeded to the command in 1822, dying at Spanish 
Town, Jamaica in October, 1828, after 29 years’ service 
in the Regiment.

Col. John Dunkin was the second Lieutenant-Colonel 
of the 77th at this date. He had fought at El Bodon 
where a cannon shot fell under his horse covering him in 
dirt, w'ithout hurting him or his horse. During the 
absence of Col. Bromhead, he commanded the Regiment 
at the assault and capture of Ciudad Rodrigo for wrhich 
he received the Gold Medal. A letter written by an 
officer of the 77th at that time speaks of General Picton 
saying a fewr kind words to Col. Dunkin as the troops 
were about to assault quoting “ He bid us ‘ God-speed,’
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pounding the sides of his hog-maned cob as he trotted 
off.” At the seige and assault of Badajoz he was one 
of the officers who was wounded. He was appointed a
C.B. in January, 1815, when the Order was enlarged.
In  order to obtain the new decoration at that date an 
officer had to have been mentioned in dispatches for 
service in the presence of the enemy. This qualification 
did not apply to the G.C.B. or K.C.B. and in a number of 
cases officers who received the Grand Cross were in­
eligible for the lower order!

General William Frederick Spry, mentioned in the 
postscript, was one of the original officers of the 77th 
on its formation in 1787 when he was the first Captain- 
Lieutenant on transfer from the 64th (or 2nd Stafford­
shire) Regiment. He was then only 18 years of age but 
already had seven years’ service; his appointment as 
Captain-Lieutenant of the 77th was dated December 25, 
1787. Promoted Major in November 1795, he fought 
in both First and Second Mysore wars where the 
Middlesex Regiment gained its first two battle honours. 
At Seringapatam he commanded the 77th Regiment 
when Lt.-Col. Dunlop commanded the European 
Brigade. In 1800 he commanded a brigade when 
Koondgul was carried by escalade under the first 
independent command of Col. Arthur W'ellesley, later 
the Duke of Wellington. Awarded Brevet of Lieutenant- 
Colonel in January 1801, he was in command of the 
77th when it captured Caliarcoil on the first day of 
October that year. Under Wellesley in January 1802, 
he marched his Regiment from Seringapatan and 11 
days later took Arakeera by assault. He remained in 
command until July 1803.

After 19 years’ service, nearly all of it in the field in 
India, he returned home with the 'J'JtYv in 1807. In  July 
1810 he was promoted Colonel and Major-General, 
June 4, 1813. At the Battle of Vittoria he commanded 
his Portuguese Brigade with special distinction receiving 
praise from the Duke of Wellington in his dispatches.

He was awarded the Gold Medal for his services 
during the Peninsular War and no doubt would have 
been made a Companion of the Bath had he lived until 
the institution of that Class of the Order. He returned 
to England later in the year where he died in January 
1814. Both he and the illustrious Picton appear in the 
same column of the Army List for 1815 showing the 
casualties through death since the last publication.

Ensign John Townsend Bennett was with the 77th 
Regiment at the taking of Badajoz, April 6, 1812. 
Resigning his commission later in the year, his ensigney 
became open to purchase. It is this to which the P.S. 
refers. Although in ill health the Rev. J. Bennett lived 
to receive the Military General Service Medal 1793-1814 
with clasp “ Badajoz ” when it was given to the survivors 
in 1848.

In the Officers’ Mess at Regimental Headquarters 
there hangs a portrait of Lieutenant-General Sir Thomas 
Picton. Two of the General’s sisters who were shown 
this picture when the Regiment was at Portsmouth in 
1848 declared it to be the only original portrait of him  
in existence.

Manuscript purchased.

P la s te r c as t of lion
The plaster cast was made by the noted sculptor, Sir 

William Reid Dick, as the model for the bronze lion on 
the Menin Gate, Ypres. It is a lion couchant and the 
finished product is an outstanding feature on top of the 
memorial, gazing into the old enemy positions. The 
memorial tablets on the walls show the names of 
54,896 missing British soldiers. The unveiling took 
place on July 24, 1927 by Lord Plumer, the Regimental 
representative being Lt.-Col. C. R. Johnson. In the 
loggia on the north side of the gate, 914 Officers and 
Other Ranks of the Regiment have their names engraved 
on panels numbers 49 and 51, the first name being that 
of Lt.-Col. E. W. R. Stephenson, Commanding Officer 
of the 3rd Battalion.

Presented by Mr. J. W. Gates, late 16th Battalion.

D rink ing  h o rn  o f Lt. Phillip  E. Powys, 57th 
R eg im en t

This interesting relic of the Maori War in New 
Zealand is similar to the drinking horns used by our 
Viking ancestors having silver ornamentation at the 
mouth, tip and bipedal stand. Neatly engraved on the 
horn, near the mouth, is the inscription “ P. E. Powys, 
57 Regt.” the bumper being one pint.

Phillip Powys arrived in New Zealand on board the 
“ Henry Fernie ” on August 12, 1861, where the 57*1* 
had arrived the previous January for active service 
against the native Maoris. He was posted to No. 1 
Company which, until 1858, had been the Grenadier 
Company, some men still serving who had served in it 
as such in the Crimea and closing stages of the Indian 
M utiny. Men of the Grenadier Company were es­
pecially chosen for their size and courage.

T he Regiment fought a number of actions during 
1863, one being at the Maori stronghold on the Katikara 
River held by a force of King Potatau. After the battle 
the board from the Tollgate was taken by our troops, 
the entries on which make interesting reading in regard 
to the fines levied for certain individuals and items to 
pass through the gate. To quote a few:

Pakaha policeman £ 500 0 0
Maori policeman 5 0 0
Letters from kinsmen outside 
Wealthy Pakaha—don’t let them 
through the gate— if they do 5 0 0
Things carried on a man’s back 1
A pig carried in a cart ^
Do not steal, O Man (or evade the 
tolls) if you do you will pay 5 0 0

Kere, Policeman. 
Popoma, Policeman. 

There were many more interesting entries on the 
board but the list is too long to publish here. ( P a k a h a  

is the Maori term for White Man.)
During the action at Poutoko, October 2, i863> I't ‘ 

Powys was severely wounded, wounds from which e 
never completely recovered. It was at this action t a 
Ensign Down and Drm. Dudley Stagpool, D .C .M - , 

performed the actions for which they were both sub­
sequently awarded the Victoria Cross. The photograp
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taken of Lt. Powys at that time shows a well built man 
with strong features, fearless eyes and a strong mouth. 
One can well imagine him as an intrepid leader during 
the bush fighting in those days.

After recovering from his wounds at New Plymouth 
he embarked, in May 1864, for Wanganui where, after 
a series of small incidents chasing an elusive native 
enemy, he was engaged during the fight at Kakaramea, 
where the Maoris laid an ambuscade and fought with 
great tenacity against superior numbers. The 57th were 
praised by the Force Commander for their courage.

A year later he embarked at Wanganui, April 1866, 
on the hired steamer “ Ahurire ” for Onchunga with 
the remainder of Headquarters. His next sea 
journey was on board the “ Maori ” on which vessel he 
embarked at Auckland, March 30, 1867, sailing for 
England the same day. The ship docked at Liverpool 
on July 31. During the voyage he was the acting 
Quartermaster and immediately after disembarking the 
troops moved to Manchester. Many went on a well 
deserved furlough but in the case of Lt. Phillip Powys 
it was to take to his bed, still suffering from the severe 
wounds he received at Poutoko four years previously 
and it was from these wounds that he died in Hullaving- 
ton Vicarage on October 19, 1867, aged 26 years.

Presented by Miss Folliott M. E. Vaughan.

M edals o f 2/Lt. C. A. C larke, M.M.
The Military Medal was instituted by Royal Warrant, 

March 25, 19x6. Until that date the Field awards open 
to Army other ranks were the V.C., D.C.M. and mention 
in dispatches. When Commanding Officers were called 
to submit names for this new decoration, Lt.-Col. E. J. 
King, commanding the i/7th Battalion, wrote the name 
of TL/898, Sgt. C. A. Clarke at the top of the list for 
the first awards. The notification of this award was 
published in the London Gazette, October 27, 1916.

Cecil Andrews Clarke was a keen Territorial soldier 
of the 7th (Imperial Service) Battalion before the war of 
1914. He was the Signalling Sergeant when the Battalion 
first went into the Line and immediately showed his 
mettle, being mentioned in Field-Marshal Sir John 
French’s Dispatch of November 30, 1915, for gallant and 
distinguished conduct in the Field. The certificate 
itself was not signed and given to his next-of-kin until 
19x9 so that it bears the distinctive signature of the late 
Sir Winston Churchill who was at that date Secretary 
of State for W  ar.

This award of the Military Medal was for gallantry 
in trench warfare, previous to July 1, 1916. His records 
show that he was twice mentioned in dispatches, and 
as a promising soldier, he was commissioned as Second- 
Lieutenant late in 1916, being posted away from his 
unit on promotion.

He was killed in action on St. George’s Day 1917, 
meeting his death in a very noble manner. A plane had 
been brought down close to the village where Lt. 
Clarke’s group, to which he was Signalling Officer, was 
positioned. This ground was in sight of the enemy. He 
was helping the wounded observer to get out of his seat 
by cutting away the wires and sides of the machine 
which penned the observer in. He had done this
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although the Germans had begun to shell the plane and 
was helping to carry the wounded officer to shelter when 
he was struck by a piece of shell and killed. His death 
in the act of rescuing a wounded comrade was as noble 
as a man could wish. His soldier’s grave is in Maroeuil 
British Cemetery, France.

The other medals of Lt. Clarke are the 1914/15 Star, 
British War Medal and Victory' Medal. On the death 
of Lt. Clarke’s brother, the last of the family, the 
Military Medal came into the possession of Major 
R. S. L. C. Riddell who was executor of the Will. 
Inquiries made to the W ar Office elicited the information 
that the three war medals had never been issued or 
claimed. After much correspondence and legal proof 
by Major Riddell, the medals were eventually sent to 
him, thus enabling them to join the decoration for 
bravery. This was in June this year—50 years after the 
decoration was won—surely making the issue a record.

To Major Riddell, now a Director of Austin Reed 
Ltd., the Regiment is grateful for his efforts on our 
behalf in obtaining the complete set for the Regimental 
Museum.

Presented by Major R. S. L. C. Riddell, T.D.

M edals of ex-Sgt. C. R eed  (L/10397 and  6193081)
The medals of the late ex-Sgt. Christopher Reed, 

whose obituary notice is on page 368, are the 1914 Star 
with clasp, British War Medal, Victory Medal, Terri­
torial Efficiency Medal and the Imperial Service Medal.

Presented by Miss E. M. Stanton.

M edals of Pte. W. G. W ilkins, 9th Battalion (T.F.)
The medals of T .F ./i io i  Pte. William George 

Wilkins are the 1914-15 Star, British War Medal and 
Victory Medal. This is an unusual combination for the 
9th Battalion as only 50 Other Ranks were awarded the 
1914-15 Star, the remainder of the Battalion who went 
overseas in X914 and 1915 being awarded the Terri­
torial Forces War Medal.

Pte. Wilkins was with the 9th Battalion when it left 
for service in India in 1914.

In May and August of 1915, two drafts were found 
as reinforcements to the 2nd Norfolks serving with the 
Indian Expeditionary' Force “ D ” in the Persian Gulf. 
A total of 50 Other Ranks in all sailed, the first party of 
30 arriving in time to join the troops under General 
Townsend’s command at Kuma. These troops were 
with the successful column which captured Amara, the 
principal object of the expedition on June 3, 1915. This 
force was lost when Kut-el-Amara was suirendered by 
General Townsend to the greatly superior numbers 
of the Turkish Forces.

At Amara after its capture, disease, especially beri­
beri was rife and a number of our troops succumbed. 
One of these was Pte. Wilkins who died at Amara on 
September 3, 1915, three months to the day after the 
capture of the town from the Turks. He was the first 
member of the 9th Battalion to lose his life on active 
service in a theatre of war.
Medals presented by his brother, Mr. H. F. Wilkins, late 

5/7431, Middlesex Regiment.



292 2 Le 2 .)ie -24ardi

,455-in. R evo lver

A .455 revolver carried by the donor during 1917 
and 1918 has been added to the amis now in the Regi­
mental Museum. This type of small arms was the 
universal weapon of officers in the British Forces during 
the war of 1914-1919, not as an issued item as now but 
privately purchased by the officer on commissioning.

T he donor, Capt. E. J. Owen, originally served with 
the 1 st County of London Yeomanry (Middlesex 
Hussars) and as a subaltern transferred to the 7th 
Battalion (T .F.) in 1917. He continued to serve with 
this Battalion until he was wounded by shell fragments 
at Telegraph Hill Switch, August 9, 1918, during a 
supposedly quiet period. He was at that time in “ C ” 
Company (Capt. Shiell) whilst the Battalion was 
commanded by Lt.-Col. Peter Kay, who saw more 
fighting than any other officer of the Battalion during 
the years 1915-1918.

After discharge from hospital in October 1918, he 
joined the 7th (Reserve) Battalion (T .F.), then under the 
command of Lt.-Col. J. S. Drew in Tunbridge Wells. 
He later served for a short time with the 6th Battalion 
at Chatham and when that Battalion transferred all its 
personnel in November 1918, joined the 5th Battalion 
at Clipstone. On the break-up of the 5th Battalion in 
August 1919, Capt. Owen was posted to the 3rd Battalion 
then at Hillsborough Barracks, Sheffield, and in the 
same year was demobilised.

Presented by Capt. E. J. Owen.

F or a l l  y o u r  p r in t in g  a n d  

s t a t i o n e r y  r e q u ir e m e n ts

Mill Hill Printers Ltd.
and

Seabrook Stationers 
Ltd.

F i g t r e e  H i l l ,  Q u e e n s w a y  

H e m e l  H e m p s t e a d ,  H e r t s .

Boxmoor 641 Hemel Hempstead 52641

CHRISTMAS CARDS 1966
1. As for 1965, it has been decided that the Regimental 

Christmas card will be one produced by the Army 
Benevolent Fund.

T he card size 6 in. by 4^ in. has on the outside a full 
colour reproduction of “ The Adoration of the 
Shepherds ” by Reni (1575-1642)-

On the inside of each card the Regimental Crest will 
be embossed in black above the greeting.

T he  price of each card is n d . ,  or 11s. per dozen, to 
which must be added postage as under:

For 1 dozen — is. od.
„ 2  ,, — is. 6d.
, , 3  ,, — 2s. od.

and thereafter adding 3d. for each additional dozen.
T he card n u m b e r is 10, which should be quoted 

when ordering.
2. In addition there are also the following cards 

available: C ard  No. 9, size 3^ in. by 6 in. On the 
outside a reproduction of the original oil painting by 
Vincengo Catena (i47o(?)— 1531) of a Warrior adoring 
the Infant Christ.

Inside of card as for No. 10 above.
The price for these cards is 1 id. each or 1 is. a dozen. 

Postage as for card No. 10.
There is only a very limited supply of these cards still 

available.
C ard  No. 4. A plain double card with the Regi­

mental Crest on the outside and the greetings on the 
inside.

T he price of these cards is sd. each, or 5s. per dozen, 
to which must be added postage as under:

For 1 dozen — iod.
, , 2  ,, — is. 4d.
>>3 >> — IS- 8cl-
, , 4  >» — 2s. °d-

and thereafter adding 3d. for each additional dozen.
To avoid unnecessary clerical work and book-keeping, 

payment must accompany the order.

O u r  A d v e r t i s e r s

I t  w o u ld  b e  g r e a t l y  a p p r e c i a t e d  

b y  t h e  E d i t o r  if  r e a d e r s  w o u ld  

m e n t i o n  “ T h e  D i e - H a r d s ”  w h e n  

c o r r e s p o n d i n g  w i t h  o r  p u r c h a s in g  

f r o m  f i r m s  w h o  a d v e r t i s e  in  t h i s  

R e g i m e n ta l  J o u r n a l .
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EDITORIAL
Time has flown here in Guyana. It seems only 

yesterday that we arrived in this interesting tropical 
country yet already plans are afoot for our return to 
Holywood in early October. We have missed our 
families and friends at home and it has been a great 
comfort to us all to know that our families have remained 
cheerful and kept up a high state of morale in Holywood 
where they are mainly based. It says much for their 
spirit and neighbourliness that they have helped each 
other with their problems. Our Rear Party deserve a 
special mention. They have done a marvellous job in 
solving the many problems that have arisen and in 
helping families. The assumed well being of <l all at 
Holywood ” has been a great factor in keeping up our 
morale here in Guyana.

The Guyanese, of every race, have been most friendly 
and hospitable. They are a cheerful, gregarious people 
with a ready wit and turn of phrase, an even match for 
our soldiers. The country is poor economically but 
there are great hopes of striking oil or further mineral 
wealth and thereby attracting overseas capital and in­
vestment. Bauxite is already mined at Mackenzie (40 
miles up Demerara River—a Canadian Company) and 
Kwakani (on Berbice River—an American Company); 
manganese at Mathews Ridge (near the Venezuelan 
Border—a British Company), see map; the sugar in­
dustry just manages to hold its own; subsidised heavily 
by British Commonwealth sugar preferences; and gold 
and diamonds are found in small quantities all over the 
interior. Everyone is waiting and hoping optimistically 
but rather vaguely it seems for the discovery of new 
mineral deposits.

It is interesting to see how the Guyanese are gradually, 
somewhat grudgingly, beginning to realise that it is now' 
their duty to shape the country’s future. Many people 
are alarmed at the imminent departure of British Forces 
and foresee unrest. Some seem bewildered that they 
are no longer able to blame all their troubles on to the 
British Government. One thing is certain, the country 
will continue to rely on overseas aid for a long time to 
come. One can only hope that peace will continue and 
the economy will gradually improve until the low 
standard of living of many of the people is raised above 
its present subsistence level.

Independence Day, May 26, and the connected 
ceremonies and events passed in a frenzy of feverish, 
even mad, activity but, most important of all, without 
internal unrest. Once this milestone was passed we 
were able to settle down to some useful training. We 
still hold ourselves in readiness to come to the aid of the

civil power but now' only stand by as a reserve until 
October 1, when we cease to be operational.

The Guyana Defence Force, eventually to consist 
basically of two infantry Battalions, has been formed 
rapidly, latterly with the assistance of a Middlesex 
Training team and is now' up to one and a half Battalions, 
in strength (see G .D.F. notes later on).

Now that we are not tied to our widely scattered 
operational areas we have managed to get many men into 
the interior on foot and boat patrols. Movement is 
achieved by many means—dugout canoe, rubber dinghy, 
raft, rail, patrol boat with outboard motors, scheduled 
ferry services and “ shank’s pony.” This last method is 
tough in the dense jungle and entails the cutting of 
“ lines ” (trails). It is slow and only a practical proposi­
tion for training purposes.

W e have carried out a lot of field firing at Takama; 
one or two Platoons at a time. Takama is a sort of Wild 
West Cattle Station about 100 miles up the Berbice 
River. It is accessible by sea and river ferry via New 
Amsterdam or the dusty Mackenzie/Takama/Ituni cattle 
trail. Helicopter or Cessna aircraft provide a w’elcome 
alternative to these other uncomfortable routes. It 
must be one of the best infantry field-firing areas in the 
world. The rolling savannah provides a variety of 
terrain (even some like Salisbury' Plain) and there are no 
firing restrictions whatsoever. Our Assault Pioneers 
rebuilt the last part of the Ituni Trail including two 
bridges. Nos. 4 Platoon (3-in. Mortars) and 8 Platoon 
(Mobat anti-tank guns) have each fired their support 
weapons successfully. As Company Commanders, 
particularly of both “ Headquarters Companies,” are 
able to lay their hands on everybody with ease it seems 
that we will have achieved an all-time record writh 
annual range classification and annual physical efficiency 
tests! I am able to record that over 90 per cent, of 
“ H .Q.” Company has been caught. Readers with 
experience of this annual problem will appreciate this 
fact.

In spite of the humid climate everybody on the whole 
has maintained excellent health. Thanks to regular 
fitness training in the early morning before breakfast, 
training, patrolling and sports, the general state of fitness 
is high.

With a large proportion of the Battalion spread out in 
Platoon localities administration becomes a greater task 
than normally. Rifle and Support Platoon Com­
manders have found themselves running Platoon 
vehicles, P.O.L. accounts (including A .V .G A S.), 
Platoon canteen accounts and stock sheets, Platoon 
cookhouses and rations and many other additional extras.

E



iJlie ^t)ie - JJa rjs

B R IT IS H  G U IA N A  
(G U Y A N A ) 

IN D EP EN D EN C E 

1966

1. H.R.H. The Duke of Kent arrives at the National Flag 
Raising Ceremony accompanied by H.R.H. The Duchess 
of Kent.

2. H.E. The Governor and the Prime Minister at the 
National Flag Raising Ceremony on May 26, 1966.

3. H.R.H. The Duke of Kent meets the Commanding 
Officer, Lt.-Col. J. N. Shipster, D.S.O.

( P h o t o s : *S o ld ie r *)

The experience has done them good (particularly those 
newly joined from R.M.A.S. and M .O.C.S.) and will 
serve them in good stead in the future. Thanks to an 
increase in strength we have been able to build up 
Platoons in strength and to preserve some stability of 
command. As a result Platoon spirit has been built up 
and maintained.

Our Medical Officer, M .T.O., Paymaster, Q.M. and 
Messing Officer have dual appointments in that they act 
in these capacities for the whole of British Forces in 
Guyana. They and their staffs shoulder a tremendous 
load of work and responsibility above the ordinary with 
great efficiency and cheerfulness. They all do a first- 
class job and deserve a special mention here.

The Regimental Band and Corps of Drums also have 
reflected great credit on the Regiment. In the various 
Independence ceremonies, particularly the National 
Flag Raising and last Beating of Retreat by British Forces 
in British Guiana, they performed with great distinction 
and were specially commended by His Excellency The 
Governor, Sir Richard Luyt, k .c .m .g ., k .c .v .o ., d .c .m . 
(now Governor-General). They are to represent 
British Forces in the Final Parade in Guyana on 
September 10, which will take the form of a Beating of 
Retreat. More recently the Corps of Drums have 
amazed everybody, including the Drum-Major, by 
producing a magnificent Steel Band. It is no exaggera­
tion to say that after only three months training by their 
instructor, Mr. Sandiford (a local Guyanese), they are 
equal to the local bands. We hope that they will be able 
to be heard at Regimental functions in the future. They 
have yet to learn to play the Regimental March on their 
“ pans.” I am sure that it will not be long before they 
will.

A highlight of the Independence period was the visit 
to the Battalion by H.R.H. The Duke of Kent. He 
visited both the Officers’ and Warrant Officers’ and 
Sergeants’ Messes and met all members. Our pictures 
show the Commanding Officer being presented to him 
and accompanied by H.R.H. The Duchess of Kent 
arriving for the National Flag Raising Ceremony.

Certain individuals need a special mention for their 
back-stage work in running the Independence Cere­
monies—Major Pollard (Chief Marshal), Capt. Gladden 
(Acting Adjutant), R.S.M. Beale for their tremendous 
work in producing order out of chaos in the Flag 
Raising Ceremony. The Union Flag was lowered for 
the last time in British Guiana by 2/Lt. J. D. Jonklass, 
newly joined from Sandhurst and attached to the
G.D.F. R.S.M. Beale and C.S.M .I. Meadows and his 
staff personally devised and trained two major items in 
the Display—Toy Soldier Parade and a Club Swinging 
display by G.D.F. Recruits respectively.

Albuhera Day was observed with the customary 
programme. We held a Drumhead Service on Sunday, 
May 15) which was attended by H.E. The Governor. 
Our photograph shows the buglers of the Corps of 
Drums sounding the Last Post. Many classed the 
functions as the best in recent years. TTieir estimates 
were presumably based on absence of family control 
and the price of rum !

T he Queen’s Birthday Parade was held on the Queen 
Elizabeth Parade Ground on Saturday, June 11. H.E.

The Governor-General took the parade and the Battalion 
provided a detachment. The parade was colourful, 
comprising detachments from iG .D .F., 2G.D.F., The 
Guyana Police Force and 1 Middlesex. The Guyana 
Police Mounted Troop also carried out an exciting and 
well-drilled T ro t and Gallop Past.

We have been afforded magnificent co-operation here 
by the Army Air Corps “ Allouettes ” of 25 Flight
A.A.C. and the R.A.F. Whirlwinds of 1310 Flight 
R.A.F. Nothing has been too much trouble for these 
outstanding fliers and their crew's. Their response to 
emergencies has been immediate and some of our soldiers 
owe their lives to this. Flying over the poorly-mapped, 
dense jungle is an exacting and potentially dangerous 
occupation as there are few spaces for emergency 
landings, but our confidence in them has been un­
questioning. Most of our men have flown here at some 
time or another.

At the time of writing, we have just concluded a 
three-day Signals Exercise between the Demerara R.and 
Essequibo R.—Exercise “ Parika Glory.” It has been 
a valuable way of reminding us of our more normal role. 
As we face the prospect of a Brigade Signal Exercise 
within seven day's of our return from leave in Holywood, 
this is no bad thing. Much was learnt and relearnt. 
The Signal Platoon achieved a remarkable feat in man­
ning both our Static Battalion Command Net—eight 
outstations on S.R. 62/S.R.C. x 1 working 24 hours a day 
and a full Operational Vehicle Borne Command Net 
plus controls down to Platoon level.

Our manning strength has improved considerably. 
This has solved many' of our problems. Our strength 
has increased by' 100 since November, 1965: 188 men 
have been posted in and 88 out. Still quite a turnover. 
We must thank our Special Recruiters and the Brigade 
Recruiting Staff for this improved state of affairs. Well 
done! Currently our Special Recruiters are Sgt. Leat 
(Marble Arch), C/Sgt. Dive (Hounslow), Sgt. Willis 
(Acton), Sgt. Fisher (Tottenham), Sgt. Burford 
(Wembley') and Sgt. Kerr (Finchley'). We are looking 
forward to seeing them soon. We have also had an 
increase in officer strength. Eight have been posted out 
and 17 in. The net gain of nine has considerably' eased 
our problems in Guyana.

Football, both Rugby and Association, and hockey 
have been going well. The standards are high here 
and we have been holding our own. As we are now 
playing “ out of season ” as far as U.K. is concerned we 
hope to arrive in Holy'wood with a big advantage. Our 
soccer and rugger teams have great potential. Let us 
hope that we can develop it usefully'.

The greatest event has been the formal notification of 
our future transformation into 4th Battalion The 
Queen’s Regiment at the end of the year. This great 
step in the life of the Regiment will be dealt with else­
where in this Journal but all ranks of the 1st Battalion 
wish to record their firm resolve to accept the change in 
the spirit with which it has been introduced and to carry­
forward into The Queen’s Regiment all that is good 
from our present cherished Regimental traditions and 
standards. We look forward to a visit from our new 
Colonel-in-Chief, H.R.H. Princess Marina, Duchess of 
Kent, c . i . ,  g .c .v .o . ,  g .b . e ., in Holy'wood in May, 1 9 6 7 .
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We are now at the end of our stay in Guyana. As we 
take stock of what has been achieved there is no doubt 
that this short tour has done a great deal to improve and 
consolidate our operational, specialist, administrative 
and physical efficiency after nearly three years of 
garrison duties. M uch practical experience has been 
gained by everybody and in particular junior leaders 
have been able to exercise independent command.

By the time that these notes are published we will 
have returned to U.K., Holywood and our families. 
We have all enjoyed our stay here but will be glad to 
be back.

This Editorial is followed by an appreciation of the 
Battalion’s services in Guyana by His Excellency The 
Governor-General, Sir Richard Luvt, k .c .m .g ., k .c .v .o ., 
d .c .m .

military forces. For several years British Regiments, 
supported by local troops, had had to play a major 
internal security role in British Guiana. Without them 
I could not have implemented British policy in 1964 
nor would I have been at all happy in 1965. By 1966, 
with work well done, the internal security position was 
easier but it remained necessary for at least one British 
Battalion to be ready with the necessary knowledge, 
training and ability to resume the work of their pre­
decessors should need arise. I was always sure that 
The Middlesex Regiment could do this with full 
competence.

Since May 26, your Battalion’s main duty has been to 
assist in the rapid training of the Guyanese Defence 
Force. From what I have seen and been told this duty 
has been, and is still being, well performed. I

L e tte r from  H is E xcellency  T h e  G overnor-G eneral 
of G uyana, S ir R ich ard  Luyt, K.C.M.G., K.C.V.O., D.C.M.

Guyana House,
Georgetown,

Guyana.
August 18, 1966.

M y dear Col. Shipster,
The time is drawing near when both the Middlesex 

Regiment and the Governor-General will be leaving 
Guyana. It is thus specially fitting that I should write to 
you about the Regiment’s service in this country and 
about my association with it.

When The Middlesex arrived I was—until Inde­
pendence—still Governor and Commander-in-Chief of 
British Guiana. This put me, much more than is usual 
in Colonial territories, into close relationship with the

Q ueen ’s B irthday Parade, 
June  11, 1966

Capt. and Adjt. P. V. Cheesman, 
O.C. r Middlesex Detachment and 

Lt. P. F. Packham

know that the Government of Guyana is grateful.
When we both leave in October I am sure that you, 

and all who serve with you in The Middlesex Regiment, 
will be able to feel that your tasks have been perform ed 
well. I, for my part, will be grateful to you, the last 
British Battalion to work with me, just as I am grateful to 
your predecessors. Without the help of the British 
Soldier the success story of Guyana of these last two and 
half years could almost certainly never have been written.

I wish all “ Die-hards ” every success in the future.
Yours sincerely,

Richard E. Luyt,
Governor-General.

Lt.-Col. J. N. Shipster, D.S.O.,
Commanding Officer,
The Middlesex Regiment,
Georgetown.
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T he Last Post
Albuhera Drumhead Service, May 15, 1966

P e t e r  M c R a e  &  P a r t n e r s  L i m i t e d

L i f e  A s s u r a n c e  C o n s u l t a n t s  

I n s u r a n c e  a n d  M o r tg a g e  B r o k e r s

BEACON ROAD, C R O W B O R O U G H , SUSSEX
Telephone: C R O W B O R O U G H  3284/5/6

D id  y o u  k n o w  t h a t  b e s id e s  p r o t e c t i n g  y o u r  fa m ily , life  

a s s u r a n c e  c an  a s s is t  in o t h e r  f ie ld s ,  s u c h  as e d u c a t i o n ,  h o u s e  
p u r c h a s e ,  p e n s io n ,  a n d  e s t a t e  d u t y  ? W e  s p e c ia l i s e  in  t h e  

n e e d s  o f  s e r v i c e  p e r s o n n e l  a n d  w o u ld  b e  p le a s e d  t o  a d v is e .
W e  m a k e  n o  c h a r g e s

W e  a l s o  h a v e  d e p a r t m e n t s  s p e c i a l i s i n g  in  o t h e r  f o r m s  o f  g e n e r a l  
i n s u r a n c e s  w h i c h  a r e  a t  y o u r  s e r v i c e .
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THE “ DIE-HARDS” STAY ON IN GUYANA

D o w n  South  A m erica w ay  w ith  th e  M id d lesex  R eg im en t
(By Donald Leslie)

They were last out—the last British troops to serve 
in British Guiana, or for that matter anywhere else in 
South America.

That, when the latter-day history of what was British 
Guiana is written, is what will be said of the ist Batta­
lion, The Middlesex Regiment (Duke of Cambridge’s 
Own)—the famous “ Die-Hards ”—in peace, as in war, 
one of the great Regiments of the British Army.

In late March this year, in the uncertain days pre­
ceding independence, the Battalion was sent to British 
Guiana from Northern Ireland on an unaccompanied 
tour to support the colony’s police and to preserve its 
internal security.

Now, in independent Guyana, bom at midnight on 
May 25, at the invitation of the Guyanese Government 
it is staying on for the next four months to assist in 
training the newly-formed Guyana Defence Force.

In October, however, the Battalion is expected back 
at its former station, Palace Barracks, Holywood, 
Belfast, where the families they left behind await their 
men’s return.

I have newly returned myself from a visit to the 
Battalion—a visit entailing a round trip of over 10,000 
miles. I was there for its Regimental Day—Albuhera 
Day. There to see the vital part it played in Independ­
ence preparations and celebrations. For a fortnight I 
lived, worked and played with the soldiers from Middle­
sex. What a great and eventful experience this proved 
to be.

“ Land of W aters ”
Guyana is a long, long way from Middlesex. It lies 

on the northern coast of South America between 
Venezuela to the west, the Dutch territory of Surinam 
to the east, and Brazil to the south. In terms of square 
miles, it is nearly the size of Great Britain. The popula­
tion of over 638,000 mainly consists of East Indians 
(320,000) and Africans (200,000). The name Guyana 
means “ land of waters,” and in the Demerara, Berbice, 
Essequibo and Corentyne certainly it has four mighty 
rivers.

To get to Guyana—or British Guiana, as it still was 
then—I flew at 600 miles an hour in a big B.O.A.C. 
Boeing via Bermuda, Antigua (one of the Leeward 
Islands), Barbados and Trinidad. We left London 
Airport at noon, were overtaken by darkness between 
Antigua and Barbados, and, losing 3$ hours by adjust­
ments to our watches en route, completed a 14 hours’ 
flight by landing at Atkinson Airfield at 10.30 p.m.— 
just after 2 a.m. in U.K.

First impressions of Atkinson were of swarms of 
cheery black faces and of near chaos inside the Customs

office, in which, at tedious length, we tired, perspiring 
travellers underwent the most sluggish round of Customs 
and immigration formalities I have ever experienced.

But, as I was to have impressed upon me repeatedly 
during my stay, the Guyanese seem to have nothing like 
the regard for time, as expressed in hours and minutes, 
that some of us have back home.

Maybe a good thing in a sense. Maybe the right idea. 
They go their ways unhurried. They are as pleasant, as 
happy, as good natured a mixed race—particularly the 
Africans—as any you could wish to meet in a day’s 
flight anywhere. Nobody—but nobody—will push them 
around. Taking your time is a national characteristic.

I was met at the airfield by Lt.-Col. John Shipster,
D .s.o ., the Battalion Commander, and Major Nick 
Carter, his 2IC. We drove the 30 miles to Georgetown 
through a night hot, sticky, full of stars.

In  G eorgetow n
Georgetown itself (pop. 162,000), where the Battalion 

has its H.Q., is the capital of Guyana. Situated at the 
mouth of the Demerara River, and known as “ the 
garden city of the Carribbean,” it is noted, too, for its 
attractive lay-out, its wide streets, and fine public 
buildings.

Next day was Sunday, the eve of the 155th anniversary 
of the Battle of Albuhera, which gives its name to the 
annual Regimental Day of The Middlesex Regiment— 
the old 57th Foot—whose valour on May 16, 1811, in 
one of the bloodiest actions of the Peninsular War, 
earned them their nickname, “ The Die-Hards.”

At 8.30 on that Sabbath morning in Georgetown, 
before the big heat of the day, the Battalion paraded on 
the palm-fringed square at Eve Leary Police Barracks 
for a service of thanksgiving and remembrance at which 
the hymn singing was accompanied by the Regimental 
Band and Corps of Drums.

The Battalion Padre, Rev. Ian Bull, conducted the 
service, which was attended by, among others, the 
Governor (Sir Richard Luvt), now Guyana’s Governor- 
General, and Lady Luyt.

A lbuhera Day
Albuhera Day proper was observed on the Monday 

with all the customary celebrations—and solemnities— 
traditionally associated with the occasion.

A gay start to the day’s holiday was the sudden crash 
of martial music in the street shortly before 7 o’clock 
as a volunteer band dressed imaginatively, to say the 
least, arrived outside the Messes to sound a special 
version of “ Reveille.” The revellers invaded the 
various rooms to rouse the last of the sleepers, after
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which refreshments were served, and an impromptu 
calypso danced outside. Now, reinforced by a score or 
more of willing, if inexpert “ musicians,” the band 
moved off to the uncertain strains of an otherwise 
rousing march, “ Die Berliner Luft,” legacy of the 
Regiment’s service in Germany.

Sports and parties figured in the subsequent pro­
gramme. In the evening, at the Warrant Officers’ and 
Sergeants’ Mess, the historic “ Silent Toast ” was 
drunk in memory of the comrades who fell at Albuhera 
and of the “ Die-Hards ” fallen in all the other wars.

Battalion’s M ain  Task
Col. Shipster, in briefing me at the outset of my visit, 

was at pains to emphasise that one of the Battalion’s 
main tasks was the maintenance of good relations with 
the populace. This he said was being done through 
high standards of discipline, behaviour, courtesy and 
turn-out.

“ We also place great emphasis on our sports teams 
and on our Band and Drums,” he added. “ I rate these 
the best ambassadors we have.”

The soccer eleven is regarded as the Battalion’s best 
of the post-war years. Playing in the Guyana Football 
League, it has not yet lost a game, and in a match against 
Guyana’s national “ Under 23 ” side was unlucky to 
lose 3—1.

One of the best known members of the Regimental 
Band is Sgt. Ivan Routledge (28), a trumpet player, he 
has been with the Battalion 12 years. He is married and 
his wife and two children are with the rest of the 
Battalion families in Northern Ireland.

“ The Guyanese are keen on our band,” said Sgt. 
Routledge. “ You can tell that by the way they turn 
out at parades and other events to hear us play.”

T raining R ecru its
One of my first calls in British Guiana was at the 

Headquarters of the new Guyana Defence Force in 
order to see something of their recruit training in which, 
following independence, the “ Die-Hards ” will be 
increasingly assisting throughout the rest of their stay 
in the country.

Lt.-Col. R. J. Pope, who commands the Force, has 
with him 14 other officers and warrant officers on loan 
from the British Army, plus the Middlesex personnel 
attached to his Training Wing.

In Guyana there is no problem over attracting 
recruits—the one problem is their selection. Only ten 
out of every 500 applicants are selected as Regulars, and 
some 20 more as volunteers.

The Force, when complete, will consist of a Head­
quarters, a regular Infantry Battalion, including 
armoured reconnaissance, an Engineer Company, a 
Voluntary Infantry Battalion, an air wing and a coast­
guard wing.

But, my goodness, apart from their enthusiasm and a 
smartness of sorts on parade, this is really raw material 
that, from what I saw of it on exercise, will need a lot 
of knocking into shape before being capable of effectively 
taking over, although by order it has had to do so already, 
responsibility for the internal and external security of 
Guyana.

As well that they have first-class instructors—those 
of The Middlesex Regiment among them. For they 
need the best, nothing less, and in this respect are 
fortunate to have our co-operation.

One of the instructors I watched putting Guyanese 
recruits through their paces was C/Sgt. George Overton 
(33)» who used to be attached to “ D ” Company, 5th 
Battalion, The Middlesex Regiment (T.A.), at the T.A. 
Centre, Hanworth Road, Hounslow. He is attached to 
the Guyana Defence Force as a drill instructor and 
supervisor on weapon training.

The Middlesex Liaison Officer with the G.D.F. is 
Major David Pike, M.C.

“  T hin R ed L ine ”
Over something like 14,000 of Guyana’s 83,000 square 

miles the “ Die Hards ” have borne ultimate responsi­
bility for maintaining peace and order. Nowhere is our 
Army’s “ thin red line ” stretched tauter than this, yet— 
a tribute to their ubiquity, tact and toughness—somehow 
these 550 Middlesex soldiers have managed to cope.

One found their outposts in wild, remote places.
At Wine pern, for instance, by the broad Essequibo 

River, where they do adventure training. To get there 
I flew in an Army helicopter from Atkinson Airfield over 
thick jungle. “ Lots of snakes and other nasties down 
there,” the young pilot cheerfully confided. I didn’t 
doubt it.

Our landing place was a dust patch outside a bungalow 
on a hill-top overlooking the shimmering Essequibo—a 
patch little larger than the helicopter itself. Its whirring 
blades raised a dust-storm in the final moments of 
descent.

“ That’s why they’re not hanging out the washing,” 
grinned the pilot, as we stepped into a temperature of 
122 degrees. The heat hit us like a hammer.

A dventure Train ing
Here, at Wineperu, they run seven days’ adventure 

training courses which include raft building and raft 
sailing on the Essequibo, hunting and living out in the 
jungle.

I heard of the snake menace, of deadly vampire bats, of 
the land turtles and lurking caymen farther up river. 
When three fist-size dead spiders—black-haired taran­
tulas—were produced to me from an envelope I stepped 
hurriedly back, for the tarantula is no less repulsive 
looking in death than when alive.

Sgt. Don Da Dosta, who runs the courses with the 
help of a small staff, told me that local sunburn, unless 
properly guarded against, is more of a menace than 
mosquitoes.

From Wineperu we resumed our flight to an even more 
outlandish spot—Takama. The jungle gradually re­
ceded, and for the last few miles we skimmed low above 
the savannah—a vast treeless plain, a pale green wilder­
ness, lifeless in the sunshine.

Takama. A collection of shacks with corrugated tin 
roofs, a kinda Wild West frontier outpost with Wild West 
nomenclature conferred upon it by the “ Die Hards ” 
sent here in turn to do small arms practice firing.

“ Wells Fargo,” read the name-board on the first 
building I saw when our landing dust had subsided. I 
was heading for the “ Chuck Wagon ” when I promptly

F
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1. “ How much, man' ” LjCpl. Daze Dent buys a 
coconut in Georgetown Market.
2. Mana Patrol— L Cpl. Derek Allen, “ B ” Company\ 
leader of the Patrol, questions a Muslim who was attacked 
and beaten up a few minutes previously. Pte. Davis looks on.
3. “ You're welcome man." Pte. Bob Wright offers a 
Georgetown donkeyman a cigarette.
4. Pte. Stephen Howick demonstrates use of his fishing bow.
( P h o t o s :  'S o ld i e r ')
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changed course on being greeted pardner-like from the 
open doorway of “ The Silver Dollar Saloon.”

The time was 2 o’clock—past high noon, but a roaster 
still in Takama, where between 11 a.m. and 3 p.m. 
activities cease because of the heat.

I met and chatted with the boys of 1 Platoon, “A” 
Company, and the Signals Platoon, among them Pte. 
Stephen Howick (18), Pte. Paul Shepherd (21), Pte. Alan 
Hill (18), Pte. Dennis Brodie (21), Pte. Anthony Storer 
(21), Pte. David Mansfield (21), Cpl. John Fenson (21), 
and Pte. David Plimsaul (19).

Howick and Shepherd told me how they had lain and 
listened the night before to pumas prowling in the 
surrounding savannah.

All the boys were in good heart, and there, at out-of- 
the-way Takama, as indeed at every other place I visited 
during my stay with the Battalion, one of the things that 
impressed me w-as a general keenness to save. Most men, 
I found, aimed at saving not less than £5 a week—but 
savings targets of £9 and £ 1 o weekly were by no means 
uncommon.

As one Private put it: “ Postings to places like
British Guiana, where so much is done for you, and there 
isn’t much to make you want to spend, provide a 
wonderful chance to save.”

On the drive back that evening from Atkinson to 
Georgetown I simply had to stop at a bend in the road 
to gaze a while across the Demerara, a limpid expanse 
of watery gold stretching into the last of the sunset.

T rain  to Rosignol
The train for Rosignol, connecting station for the New 

Amsterdam ferry- and my onward road trip to “ B ” 
Company H.Q. on the Rose Hall sugar estate, left 
Georgetown at 8.15, taking three and a half hours for the 
65 miles’ run.

“ You ought to go by train,” I was told. “ I t’s quite 
an experience.” And so it proved.

Off we chuffed across the fiat, arid countryside, at 
first through long rows of wooden houses perched on the 
by now familiar stilts. Our driver was in splendid form, 
and, whether as greeting or warning, kept tooting his 
whistle as we pounded along.

But now the houses began to thin out. Palms and 
wide stretches of open country took their place. Merrily 
we continued on our way, the carriage windows wide 
open to the sun. Our fellow passengers—a mixture of 
Indians, Africans and Chinese—were friendly enough 
without having much to say.

If the stations at which we called were hardly up to the 
best of British Railways, their refreshment charges put
B.R. deep in the shade. A shilling for ten nice juicy 
mangos was what I paid one of the dusky lady platform 
vendors whose bananas were offered at bargain prices as 
well.

The train was late, and the ferry late in crossing the 
mile-wide Berbice River, but an Army truck awaited us 
on the other side to get us to Rose Hall.

Alligator
At Rose Hall, down by the side of the River Canje, 

I made the acquaintance of Pte. “Dick” Barton (20), 
and Pte. James Alexander (25), both busily engaged on

construction of a raft to be used for adventure training.
Earlier, while accompanying Major Geoff Norton, 

the Company Commander, on a tour of the backdams— 
a chain of canals intersecting and irrigating the acres of 
tall, reed-like sugar cane— I encountered my first 
alligator—at a range of ten yards. Only its eyes appeared 
above the water—cold, goggle eyes that stared at me 
fixedly—and the tip of its snout, but suddenly, as if 
from nowhere, its tail lashed upwards when I threw a 
stone. There was an angry- splash, and next moment 
he’d gone.

Vicious brutes,” said the Major. “ We see a lot of 
them here. Best left alone.”

It was while with “ B ” Company that I went to their 
first “ jump-up ”—a happy-go-lucky Caribbean style 
dance to the joy-jump music of a steel band.

O ut on  Patro l
Not many hours later I went out on what they called 

“ the Mara patrol ” with L/Cpl. Derek Allen (22), (he 
enjoys hunting alligator); Pte. Mick Davies (23) and 
Pte. Les Forrest (18). Our driver was Pte. John Slater.

Object of this 60 miles’ round trip motor patrol, 
which took us over rough, dusty tracks and through 
numerous Indian and African villages, was to check on 
any reports of incidents that might indicate trouble.

We drove straight into an incident on the way back 
when a middle-aged Muslim brandishing a broken 
stick, his shirt tom  and blood streaming from a cut on 
his face, ran out into the roadway and waved us down.

Excitedly he indicated three men in a stationary car 
about 20 yards away, and accused them of having 
attacked him because of a family dispute.

L/Cpl. Allen handled the situation as coolly, as 
effectively as any veteran London bobby. Sternly he 
ordered the injured man to throw- away his stick, bade 
him calm down, then proceeded to take short written 
statements from all concerned.

The incident closed on our side with those involved 
being quietly escorted to the nearest police station, 
where we left them for further interrogation.

Next day, at the village of Fvrish, near Port Morant, 
I watched about 50 coloured Boy Scouts and Girl 
Guides practising marching and rehearsing their part 
for a local flag-raising ceremony under the direction of 
Cpl. Dug Bassett (23).

Dug volunteered to train the youngsters after their 
Pastor had approached the Anti-Tank Platoon, appealing 
to it to help out.

“ Beating R etreat ”
One has so very- many memories of this visit to The 

Middlesex Regiment, and among my best is that of the 
“ Beating of Retreat ” by the Regimental Band and 
Corps of Drums on the Parade Ground, Georgetown, 
on the eve of Guyana independence.

Under a warm night sky, in a tree-ringed arena, those 
“ Die-Hards ” musicians in their white tunics really 
put on a show—with a Caribbean number and some 
very special drumming included as extras for the benefit 
of the 10,000 Guyanese onlookers who thronged round 
the ground.

What an ovation they got as they marched off to the
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strains of the Regimental M arch! It occurred to me that 
they were marching off into history.

Visit by D uke o f K ent
While in Guyana with his Duchess to represent the 

Queen at the Independence celebrations, H.R.H. The 
Duke of Kent paid a mid-day social visit to the Battalion 
—first to the W arrant Officers’ and Sergeants’ Mess, 
then to the Officers’ Mess.

An autographed photograph of the Duke which the 
Battalion Commander later received as a memento of 
his visit has been presented to the W arrant Officers’ and 
Sergeants’ Mess.

I was present at the national display and flag-raising 
ceremony held in Queen Elizabeth II Park on the night 
of May 25, when at midnight the Union Jack was 
lowered, and the new five-colour Guyanese flag raised 
in its place.

The actual act of lowering the Union Jack was per­
formed by a 22-year-old “ Die-Hards ” officer, 2/Lt. 
James Jonklaas.

Once again the Regimental Band and Corps of Drums, 
augmented on this occasion by the Police Band, gave a 
great performance.

The Battalion’s part in the Independence celebrations 
i may not have been spectacular, but in their planning 

and preparation it did some hard work behind the scenes.

G oodbye “ D ie-H ards ”
On W hit Sunday morning I again drove out to 

Atkinson Airfield to board the homegoing plane. The 
sun beat down as usual, just as it will be beating down 
now unless the long overdue rains have set in at last.

As we rose from the runway and turned seawards I 
looked back on Guyana for what, I imagine, was the 
last time.

Back on its unlimited sunshine; back on its sugar cane, 
its exotic trees and galaxy of flowers; and, in my mind s 
eye, on its broad rivers, jungle and savannah. Back on 
a jolly, light-hearted people who now that they have to 
stand on their own feet without any further bullying, 
any further buttressing, by the British, are going to find, 
and find soon, that there is more to the facts of life than 
celebration. Finally, a look back on my 14 happ}, 1 
crowded, days in the grand comradeship of the 1st 
Battalion, The Middlesex Regiment.
“ Why don’t they send away the old ‘ Die-Hards:’

Why don’t they send away the boys?
All the lads in the Regiment are anxious to do or die 
— I don’t  think! ( ,
Oh, why don’t they send away the old ‘ Die-Hards. 
They’re better than the Navy any day.
And if it wasn’t for the old ‘ Die-Hards,’
Where would England be?
3 ------------------------------- if I know!
Where would England be?”
—The “ Die-Hards ” song. .
Great Regiment. Great team. My association witn 

them one of many very happy memories I am about to 
take away with me from Middlesex.

Bless ’em all!

CAMBRIDGE WIVES’ CLUB
The dust had barely settled after the last plane took 

off for British Guiana, when the Wives’ Club were hard 
at it keeping spirits up and morale at 100 per cent.

Weekly coffee mornings are held in the Club Room by 
each company in rotation. Wives and children galore 
drop in to have a “ cuppa ” and a chat with friends, and 
talk over any health problems with Miss McCulloch, the 
local Welfare nurse, who often manages to get along. 
The Club Room decor has had a face lift with the long- 
awaited arrival of the new curtains. We are most 
thankful for all the furnishings provided which do a lot 
to alleviate the barrack room atmosphere.

Excursions to the local zoo, Tollymore Forest Reserve, 
and local beaches have been organised by the O.C. Rear 
Details and paid for by Battalion funds which have been 
most helpful. Unfortunately the weather has been 
typically Irish but we are hopeful for a hot and dry 
August, in which we can take full advantage of these 
coach trips.

Members of the Committee have organised regular 
weekly whist drives, table tennis and badminton evenings 
and many wives have taken it in turn to baby sit so that 
others could attend these and our Wives Club evening 
meetings, which are now held monthly. A fortnightly 
children’s tombola afternoon has restarted and the bags of 
sweets have proved popular prizes.

The Nursery- School continues to flourish with Mrs. 
Edey and Mrs. Elston, who work devotedly to teach and 
amuse the under fives. The nursery' is now gay and 
bright with new curtains and equipment; the new play 
house proved most popular.

The Thrift Shop energetically' run by' Mrs. Fisher 
and her team always manages to attract wives each 
Thursday' afternoon, as does the weekly Wives’ Club 
tombola run by' the nursery school in aid of Club and 
nursery' funds.

The library is open three times a week and has its 
following of regular readers. We are most grateful to 
Mrs. Partridge for her endeavours in keeping the shelves 
restocked from Lisburn.

We have said farewell to a number of wives; among 
them Mrs. La Touche, Mrs. Scott and Mrs. Tarry', who 
has given the Cub Pack so much of her time and energy. 
On behalf of the Wives’ Club and Cubs, a picture was 
presented to Mrs. Tarry upon her departure and our best 
wishes go with her for the future.

In April we were invited to a social at the Lough View 
Ladies’ Club and those able to go had a most enjoyable 
evening. At our May Club night we were able to 
return their hospitality' and entertained over 60 guests.

At the beginning of June many Club members took 
advantage of the long school holiday's and disappeared 
over the water to England. Many' also to recuperate 
from our everlasting battle with the “ elephant grass,” 
hedges and weeds. It is said that many wives have 
blisters on their hands for the very' first time.

The finish of the seamen’s strike saw many relatives 
visiting us and it has been very' pleasant to see some of 
them at our coffee mornings.

Since April, we have had our full quota of new babies,
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some only just making the local hospitals in time. 
Neighbours and friends have rallied round the new 
mothers and tried to make up for the husbands’ absence.

In general the wives left behind have kept their 
spirits u p ; we have had many problems to face but have 
always managed to find someone to help us. We are 
now preparing for a Bring and Buy Sale in early October 
to help fill in some of those never ending last weeks 
before our husbands return.

BATTALION HEADQUARTERS
Off again—the Battalion Orderly Room has again 

moved the Battalion and the staff are now becoming 
quite expert at it. This move was somewhat easier than 
others because there w'ere no families—much to every­
one’s dismay.

There have been quite a few changes in routine since 
we arrived here and for the most part all changes have 
been welcomed. The O.R.Q.M.S. has been initiated 
into the wonderful duties of the Orderly Officer, be­
tween his rowing training.

Guyana has impressed most people and, although 
some things are disappointing, a good time is had by all. 
The favourite pastime here seems to be the " Jump- 
Ups ” and our “ expert,” Capt. Cheesman, could no 
doubt tell more about these local dances than most. 
“ Jump-Ups ” are closely followed in popularity by a 
nice cool drink of “ rum ’n ’ coke.”

Some of us have been to our Adventure Training 
Centre at Wineperu which is situated up the Essequibo 
River and is reached by ferry and road from George­
town. At Wineperu students are taught the rudiments 
of jungle survival, and at the end of the week’s course the 
party', normally six, builds a raft and sails down the river 
to the base camp from a point some five miles up the 
river at a place called “ Kon-Tiki Island.” This is all 
good fun and it makes a welcome change from the close 
confines of the Orderly Room. Other activities under­
taken include trips to Kaieteur Falls (the highest single 
drop waterfall in the world with a sheer drop of 741 feet). 
Cpl. Mitch Fordham should be able to tell a lot about 
his (abortive) trip there—or should we say almost there.

Sgt. Mick Flynn, our Rear Party representative, is 
“ missed ” very much and all the questions which he 
cannot answer he passes on to us in the hope that we can 
—naturally we oblige every time.

L/Cpl. Mike Pedley and Pte. “ Spike ” Milligan have 
both learnt that XM Rum (the happy rum) is stronger 
than water and a little more expensive. Our Irishman, 
L/Cpl. John “ Paddy ” Doran, just wanders around 
muttering something about “ Banks.” We do not 
know whether he is talking about a brand of local beer 
or all the money he has saved whilst here in Guyana. 
We will not say anything about his amorous escapades 
but “ 57 ” has been mentioned.

Our typist, Guyanese-born Miss Una Bullen, has been 
a great help to us here and we will all be sorry to see her 
leave. There is some talk of a special box being made 
and sent by' airfreight.

L/Cpl. Mike Pedley has been giving some very
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valuable assistance to the “ H .Q .” Company (George­
town) Office but he no sooner got it sorted out than he 
returned to us. Pte. Dave Bailes has also been detached 
from us for a short spell to work in the M .T. Office at 
Atkinson Field. It is thought that his girl friends find 
it hard to get sufficient cash together to pay for the long 
distance calls.

Pte. T ed  Constant has been “ turning out ” his usual 
work and despite his frequent visits to the M .R.S., he 
still manages a smile and keeps on top of the job.

T he R.S.M . has been appointed O.I.C. Football and 
has recently returned from a trip to Surinam where the 
Battalion team played two matches against the Dutch 
Army. Although the team was beaten in both games, he 
is more determined than ever that he will be on the 
winning side in the forthcoming Army Cup competition 
as team manager.

We are all now looking forward to going home a few 
short weeks from now and are just preparing the 
“ ground work ’’ for the impending move.

INTELLIGENCE SECTION

It has been four years since the Battalion included an 
Intelligence Section in its ranks. The Section was 
raised soon after the Battalion arrived in Holywood and 
has gone from strength to strength.

Lt. Packham and Sgt. Dowsett both attended the 
exclusive course at the School of Military Intelligence 
and returned assured with all kinds of ideas for im­
proving the Section and establishing their own small 
“ cell ” within Battalion Headquarters.

We are a small but tightlv-knit group of well trained 
specialists well versed in the intricacies of Map Marking, 
Collation, Operational Intelligence, Air Photograph 
Reading and many other complicated military tech­
niques. A certain member of the Orderly Room Staff 
noted for his shiftiness and balding head would disagree 
with this description. However, he is constantly out­
witted by the cutting remarks of “ Acorn ” and Cpl. 
“ Jock ” MacConnochie.

On arrival in Georgetown we were plunged into a 
world of patrol reports, sitreps and classified documents. 
At the end of April we were called upon to train the 
Intelligence Section of the Guyana Defence Force. 
This was hard work but thoroughly enjoyable and some 
useful international liaison was achieved.

In the middle of May the I.O., Cpl. MacConnochie 
and Pte. “ Pots ” Posthumas spent two very busy days 
assisting “ B ” Company with a patrol exercise for the
G.D .F. at Mahaicony. During this exercise we were 
constantly worried that Posthumas might become an 
exercise casualty. The idea that our “ boy from Bow ” 
might be decorated after being fatally wounded was too 
terrible to contemplate. At the time of writing “ Pots ” 
is operating alone in the depths of North West District 
with “ C ” Company; we hope he returns unscathed.

Pte. “ Dave ” Watson left us recently with a “ tape ” 
and has joined “ A ” Company in a rifle platoon of all 
things. We sympathise but wish him well. In one sense

we were pleased to see him go as he had an unsteadving 
influence on the I.O. at Company Smokers.

Sgt. Dowsett has spent most of his time in Guyana 
away from us at Wineperu. We hope that he is recog­
nisable when he returns, as we have heard tales of what 
the bush can do to a man.

All applications for membership of this elite band of 
men should be made out on a five-pound note and 
delivered to the Intelligence Office.

MEDICAL

My impressions and ideas of “ B.G.” before this 
posting, being mainly based on imagination and on 
travellers tales, were somewhat misguided. These 
impressions were not entirely dispelled by my medical 
briefing before departure, when I was told of the 
presence of snakes, scorpions, poisonous spiders, 
vampire bats which carry rabies and all sorts of Franken- 
steinian horrors; together with all the other dreaded 
“ Lergies ” of a posting to the swampy, fever-ridden 
jungles. I was therefore ready for almost anything on 
arrival, so I was very pleasantly surprised to find, in 
fact, that we had been deposited in a very pleasant, 
sunny and comparatively healthy land.

We have, of course, had our problems, including ear 
infections, bronchitis, etc., together with some very 
tragic accidents and injuries, but by and large, from a 
medical point of view, this has been an interesting and 
happy posting.

Medical work in general has been made very much 
easier by the high standard of training, knowledge and 
efficiency of the Medical Centre Staff, ably supervised 
by Sgt. Fleet, Cpl. Murphy, L/Cpls. Greengrass and 
Morrison and our two new orderlies, L/Cpl. Glear and 
Pte. Pardoe have all distinguished themselves both at 
the Medical Centre and on location work and I can truly 
say that this is the most knowledgeable and efficient 
Medical Centre Staff that I have ever encountered in 
an Infantry Battalion.

One of the most interesting features of work out here 
has been the subsidiary function of dealing with civilian 
emergencies. We have given emergency treatment, 
mainly at M .R.S. Atkinson Base, to a large number of 
road traffic accidents (which seem to be a national sport 
out here) and for various other emergencies including 
snake bites, cutlass wounds (Two gladiators were once 
brought into the M .R.S. together, still locked in mortal 
combat), and drowning accidents, etc.

We have also tried whenever possible to assist the 
Amerindians at St. Cuthbert's Mission, who have 
virtually no medical cover whatsoever apart from what 
we provide. Two sessions of vaccination against small­
pox were carried out here, the first with the aid of Sgt. 
Fleet and the second with the enthusiastic clerical 
assistance of our Quartermaster, Lt. Morris, and two 
of his staff, L/Cpl. Williamson and Pte. Jewell. We will 
long remember the return journey that day, since the 
track had been completely transformed by a tropica 
downpour into a river along almost the whole o ifs
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( P h o t o :  'S o ld i e r ')

The Medical Officer, Major 
Jones, R.A.M.C. and Sgt. 

Fleet at Charity Mission

length. In many places this was two feet deep or more 
and we were very glad to see Atkinson that evening.

A very important feature out here has been the large 
number of “ Casevacs ” which have been achieved with 
the unstinted assistance of 1310 Flight R.A.F. Whirl­
winds and 25 Army Air Corps Alouettes. The R.A.F. 
alone has carried out 50 of these “ Mercy Missions ” 
this year so far and 25 Flight numbers would bring the 
total to approximately a hundred; many of these being 
carried out in the most difficult and dangerous condi­
tions. About two-thirds of these casualties were civilians 
and this has done a great deal to foster good relations. 
One cannot help but wonder what, if indeed anything, is 
going to replace this service when British troops withdraw.

Being the only Medical Officer, I have been rather 
“ tied ” and therefore unable to go out much to locations

and on Adventure Training expeditions, etc. . Perhaps 
this is just as well since I am capable of losing my way 
even in Georgetown and I am assured on very good 
authority that it is much easier to get lost in the jungle.

Finally, I would like to say what a pleasure it has been 
looking after a Battalion whose morale and behaviour 
have always been at such a high level. There has been 
practically no “ Lead Swinging ” and very little late 
night “ needlework ” following “ Punch-Ups,” a 
regular and frustrating necessity with many Infantry 
Battalions. Other medical statistics too (perhaps better 
not specified in the Regimental Magazine) point to a 
high level of morale and one hopes that this happy state 
of affairs will continue to the end of our tour, which 
most of us will agree has been a most interesting and 
enjoyable one.

H a v e  y o u  m a d e  a n o te  o f  th e  d a te s  ?

S E E  T H E  L IS T  O F  

F O R T H C O M I N G  E V E N T S  

O N  T H E  I N S I D E  F R O N T  C O V E R
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P.R.I.
While most of the Battalion have been emulating Col. 

Fawcett, the P.R .I. has remained close to the flesh pots of 
Georgetown. We could not persuade Sgt. Horder to 
come even this far. He preferred to take his chance as a 
civilian. We wish him the best of luck.

T he P.R .I. has expanded (his staff, not his waistline). 
L/Cpl. Dent has joined us as N.C.O. i/c Films. Each 
week he selects some hoary old films from the local 
distributors, sticks them together, and sends them off to 
the outstations. Some of the films here would be rated 
as classics anywhere else in the world. For instance, we 
saw “ All Quiet on the Water Front ” a few weeks ago. 
I t must be about six years old but it is still a general issue 
here. {Editor—Six?) Capt. Crumley found the pace 
out here too hot and is now on his way to Hong Kong to 
take over as Adjutant of the Hong Kong Regiment from 
Capt. Lohan. Some people have all the luck!

Pte. Lim is still soldiering on in the shop. He has 
added the Battalion Sports Store to his empire. He 
sometimes mutters about joining a Rifle Company but 
then he decides that he gets quite enough exercise 
cycling down to Sun Tai Dee with the laundry.

M essing
The P.R .I. is also Force Messing Officer. Luckily he 

has W.O.2 Hynson and Sgt. Cowan to see him through. 
So far no one has starved to death which must be some 
sort of a recommendation. Sgt.-M ajor Hynson has to 
indent for and allocate the rations to all the Messes and

K E R W O O D
(HOLYWOOD) LTD.
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T elephone: HOLYWOOD 2154

H A R D W A R E

ELEC TR IC A L

A P P L IA N C E S

PA IN T S
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outstations. At times a computer would come in very 
handy—especially when people forget to indent! 
Sgt. Cowan is our trouble shooter. His motto is 
“ Have ladle, will travel.” And he certainly travels. 
There can hardly be a cookhouse out here in which he 
has not stirred it—with a ladle of course. At the last 
count there were 15 different cookhouses to visit. How 
peaceful it will be back in Holywood!!

BATTALION PAY TEAM
In March we welcomed Cpl. Anderson to the Pay 

Team. He has since become well established as “ B ” 
Company pay clerk, and it is hoped that he continues 
to enjoy his tour with the Battalion. His lively tongue 
has led to many verbal battles with Cpl. Hutchinson 
(and others!), but we are assured that, in spite of much 
evidence to the contrary, they remain the best of friends.

W ith the unit widely dispersed in Guyana, the pay 
team at times have appeared to be fighting a losing battle 
to keep up with the frequent changes of location. 
However, most of our “ customers ” seem to have 
received their pay without too much delay. After the 
initial rush to get up-to-date with the work that had 
caught up with us from Northern Ireland, and to get the 
new rates of pay and local overseas allowance into the 
pay books all the pay team have on various occasions 
ventured out of Georgetown.

Sgt. Hoare spent a few days at Mathews Ridge, and 
also accompanied “ Q ” Simms, Cpl. Foley and Cpl. 
Goddard on an abortive expedition to reach the Kaieteur 
Falls. Capt. Bryant and others have from time to time 
flown to Takama and Port M ourant in the “ Cessna ” 
light aircraft, ostensibly to deal with any pay queries but, 
if the truth were known, it is suspected that they merely 
wanted a little peace and quiet.

All the pay team have managed to participate in the 
various sporting activities available in Georgetown. 
The Paymaster has been seen at the Georgetown Cricket 
Club playing tennis, and he was also persuaded to take 
part in a squash tournament, but did not succeed in 
progressing beyond the first round. S/Sgt. Sabner has 
managed to get in a fair amount of golf at Lusignan, 
Cpl. Foley continues to persevere with his running, and 
the remainder of the pay team have played football and 
cricket with varying degrees of success. It is under­
stood that there is a possibility, although remote, of Cpl. 
Hutchinson being included in the Battalion Cricket XI.

Thoughts of our return home are coming increasingly 
to the fore and some of the preparatory work for the 
move is already in hand. By Christmas, we will have a 
“ New Look ” pay team. Sgt. Hoare is leaving after 
five vears with the Battalion; his departure to the 
Regimental Pay Office, Brighton, will be a great loss to 
the team. Cpls. Foley and Hutchinson are also moving 
on, to B.A.O.R. and Lisburn (H.Q. 39 Brigade) re­
spectively. We shall no doubt continue to see Cpl. 
Hutchinson from time to time, as he will be just down 
the road from us in Palace Barracks. We would like to 
congratulate him on the occasion of his marriage be ore 
(but only just!) our departure for Guyana, and it is 
hoped that we will have the opportunity of meeting ,s 
wife on our return to Northern Ireland.
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G U Y A N A  D E F E N C E  F O R C E

T h e  G u y a n a  D e fe n c e  F o rc e — o r G .D .F .  as it  is 
g e n e ra lly  k n o w n — is a rec e n tly  ra ised  F o rc e . T h e  id ea  
o f  a  n a tio n a l  a rm y  w as f irst en v isag ed  m  ea rly  1965 w ith  
t h e  a p p ro a c h  o f  In d e p e n d e n c e , a n d  p la n s  w e re  quickly- 
m a d e  to  fo rm  a m u ltira c ia l m ilitary- fo rc e  in  w h ic h  all 
races  in  G u y a n a  w o u ld  b e  re p re s e n te d . T h e  G .D .F .  
b a rra c k s  a t T h o m a s  L a n d s , G e o rg e to w n , w e re  c o m p le te d  
b y  S e p te m b e r , .9 6 5 , a n d  th e  first re c ru its  rec e iv ed  b asic  
t ra in in g  a m o n th  la te r. L t .-C o l.  R . P o p e  to o k  c o m ­
m a n d  in  D e c e m b e r , 1965, as th e  F o r c e s  f irs t C o m ­
m a n d in g  O fficer, a n d  in  J u n e  th is  y e a r  h e  w as a p p o in te d
C h ie f-o f-S ta ff .

A t p re s e n t  th e  G .D .F .  c o n sis ts  o f  a H e a d q u a r t e r s -  
in c lu d in g  a R e c ru it  T r a in in g  W in g — o n e  R e g u la r  
In fa n try  B a tta lio n  ( .  G .D .F .)  a n d  o n e  V o lu n te e r
In fa n try  B a tta lio n  ( z  G .D .F .)  w h o  w e re  e m b o d ie d  in to  
th e  G .D .F .  f ro m  th e  o ld  B ritish  G u ia n a  V o lu n te e r  F o rce  
a f te r  in d e p e n d e n c e . F o llo w in g  in d e p e n d e n c e  th e
G .D .F .  ceased  to  b e  u n d e r  c o m m a n d  o f H .Q . B ritish  
F o rc es  (G u y a n a )  a n d  b ecam e  so lely  re sp o n s ib le  fo r  d ay - 
to -d a y  in te rn a l  s e c u r i ty  d u tie s  w ith m  th e  c o u n try . 
C o n s id e ra b le  e x p a n sio n  o f  th e  G .D .F .  is p la n n e d  fo r  th e

f u tu r e ;  w ith  A ir  a n d  N a v a l w in g s to  b e  fo rm e d  in  1967.
T h e  B a tta lio n  has  p lay e d  a m a jo r  p a r t  in  G .D .F . 

tra in in g . B e tw een  A p ril  a n d  A u g u s t  e ig h t specialist 
c a d re s— in te llig en c e , sig n a ls , P .T . ,  M .T .  (d riv in g ), water 
d u tie s ,  s tr e tc h e r  b e a re r /f ir s t  a id  a n d  a ssa u lt  pioneer— 
w ere  a rra n g e d . In  a d d it io n  a t ra in in g  tea m  consisting 
o f  M a jo r  J . I .  D . P ike , M .c. (L ia iso n  O fficer), three 
S u b a lte rn  o fficers ( L t.  H .  B ars to w , a /L t .  J .D . Jonklaasand 
2 /L t .  S . M . D o w se) a n d  th re e  N .C .O .s  (C /S g t.  Overton, 
S g t. D a  C o s ta  a n d  C p l. M c L e a n ) , w e re  a ttach ed  to
G .D .F .  T r a in in g  W in g  a n d  m ad e  re sp o n s ib le  fo r  much 
o f  th e  b as ic , c o n tin u a tio n  a n d  N .C .O . tra in in g . Every­
o n e  in  th e  te a m  h as  h a d  m u c h  h a rd  w o rk  to  do, but 
re su lts  h av e  b e e n  g o o d  a n d  th e  e ffo rt w o r th  w hile. It 
w-as p a rt ic u la rly  p lea s in g  w h e n  L t .-C o l .  S h ip s te r  took the 
sa lu te  a t  th e  p a s s in g -o u t p a ra d e  o n  J u ly  8 and  con­
g ra tu la te d  all ran k s  o n  p a ra d e  o n  th e i r  ex cellen t turnout 
a n d  b ea rin g .

A ll “  D ie -H a rd s  ”  in  G u y a n a — esp ec ia lly  th e  training
te a m  se n d  b e s t w ish es  to  th e i r  c h e erfu l com rades in
th e  G u y a n a  D e fe n c e  F o rc e , a n d  w ish  th e m  all the  very 
b e s t  o f  g o o d  fo r tu n e  in  th e  fu tu re .

>.F. Signals Cadre with 
Instructors

(P h o to : C p l .y .  M .  Fordham )

R E A R  D E T A I L S

T h e  ' R e a r  D e ta ils  ”  co n s is t o f  so m e  35 se lec ted  
“  sp ec ia lis ts  ”  f ro m  all d e p a r tm e n ts  o f  “  H .Q .”  C o m ­
p a n y  a n d  i t  is o u r  task  to  k eep  P a lace  B arrack s , H o ly -  
w o o d , g o ing  a n d  th e  fam ilies h a p p y .

A f te r  sev era l p o s tp o n e m e n ts  o f  F lig h ts  F o u r , F iv e  
a n d  S ix  o f  th e  B a tta lio n  M a in  B ody , o n  A p ril  18 w e 
w av ed  farew ell to  th e  la s t ae ro p la n e  a n d  th e  R ea r 
D e ta ils  finally  se ttle d  d o w n  to  o p e ra tin g  as an  in d e- 
p e n d e n t  b o d y .

O rig in a lly  it  w as in te n d e d  th a t  th e  R ea r D e ta ils  w o u ld  
c o n s is t o f tw o  officers an d  33 so ld ie rs  b u t  b y  A p ril  18

s ick  p a ra d e s  b e g a n  to  tak e  th e i r  to ll ;  a d d  to  th is  those 
w ho  w o u ld  n o t n o rm a lly  b e  e m p lo y ed  w ith  th e  Ba 
(e .g ., S p ec ia l R e c ru ite rs , a n d  so ld ie rs  fo r  releas 
th e  A rm y ) a n d  th e  s tr e n g th  o f th e  R ea r D e ta ils  et 
ally  ta llie d  u p  to  th re e  officers a n d  57 so ld iers.

W h ile  th e  B a tta lio n  has  b e e n  aw ay in  G u y an a  
en jo y e d  th e  p re se n c e  o f  o th e r  u n its  in  the, cam p, 
a lly , o v e r E a s te r , w e  h a d  a s tro n g  P la to o n  o f 1st B 
T h e  R oyal S u ssex  R e g im e n t a n d  th ey  w ere 
fo llo w ed  b y  th e  3 rd  B a tta lio n , T h e  R oyal G re e  J ^  
(T h e  R ifle B rig ad e ) w h o  s ta y e d  fo r  a m o n th
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Since th e i r  d e p a r tu re  in  m id -M a y  w e h av e  h a d  a 
P la to o n  each  w eek f ro m  th e  i s t  B a tta lio n , T h e  K in g ’s 
R eg im en t to  c a rry  o u t  th e  local g u a rd s . T h e  sm o o th  
recep tio n  a n d  acco m m o d a tio n  o f  th ese  d iffe re n t u n its  
owes m u c h  to  th e  new ly  in tro d u c e d  D ire c t  A c c o u n tin g  
System  fo r  B arrack  A c co m m o d a tio n  a n d  to  W .O .2  S id  
M ichel an d  h is te a m  o f  B lock H o ld e rs  (C pIs. B ob 
T u v ey , M ic k  O ’B rien  an d  Ja ck  S h ea rin g ).

A s th e  3 rd  B a tta lio n , T h e  R oyal G re e n  Jack e ts  m ad e  
th e ir  d e p a r tu re  o n  M a y  16  it w as n o t  p o ss ib le  fo r  th e  
R ear D e ta ils  to  h av e  th e  tra d itio n a l ho lid ay . H o w ev er, 
all m em b e rs  o f  th e  R e a r  D e ta ils , less th o se  o n  essen tia l 
d u ties , a ssem b led  in  th e  C o rp o ra ls ’ M ess  o n  th e  ev en in g  
o f th e  16 th  a n d  a fte r  a so b e r  re m in d e r  b y  M a jo r  M . E. 
G irlin g  o f  th e  e v e n ts  th a t  to o k  p lace  a t  A lb u h e ra  on  
M ay  16, 1811 w e all se ttle d  d o w n  to  a d r in k  a n d  b u ffe t 
su p p er, fo r  w h ic h  C p l. P a d d y  M u rp h y  p ro d u ce d  an  
excellen t co ld  rep ast.

As th e  ev en in g  p ro g re sse d  w e w ere  e n te r ta in e d  b y  
som e v e ry  fine s in g in g  b y  C /S g t .  J o h n  P o tte r  a n d  P te . 
F red  S u th e rla n d . W e w ere  ev en  su b je c ted  to  a few  
“ R ebel R o u se rs  ”  b y  o u r  b u tc h e r ,  P te . M ick  S herlock , 
o r was i t  C p l. P a d d y  M u rp h y ?

By c o u rte sy  o f  th e  R oyal A ir  F o rc e  five m em b e rs  o f 
the  R ea r D e ta ils , n am e ly  W .O .2  M ic h e l, C p l. “  F ro g g y  ” 
F ren ch , P te s . B rian  Ja ck so n , L a w ren ce  B etson  an d  L es 
H a rd m a n  w ere  t re a te d  to  a  free  r e tu rn  tr ip  to  G re a t 
B rita in  fo r  W h its u n . O f  co u rse  th is  w o u ld  n o t have 
been  p o ssib le  w ith o u t th e  p rac tica l a ssistance  o f  L t. 
T .  I. M c M illa n  ( Im p re s t  H o ld e r) .

Soon a fte r  A lb u h e ra  D a y  C /S g t. J o h n  P o tte r  m an ag ed  
to  ge t h im se lf  d e ta c h e d  to  th e  A rm y  R eserv e  C am p , 
C hickerell, n e a r  W ey m o u th . H e  left H o ly w o o d  on  
M ay 22 an d  it w as n o ted  th a t  one ite m  o f h is  perso n al 
baggage w as a la rg e  o b lo n g  bag . W e  h ave  s in ce  h ea rd  
th a t  th e re  a re  so m e  v e ry  goo d  “  co u rses  ”  a long  th e  
D orse t c o a s t !

O u r  one  ce rem o n ia l o ccasion  w as to  p ro v id e  a p a rty  
to  fo rm  p a r t  o f  th e  A ren a  L in in g  P a r ty  o n  th e  occasion  
o f th e  G o v e rn m e n t o f N o r th e rn  I re la n d ’s R ev iew  an d  
D ru m h ea d  S e rv ice  in  C o m m e m o ra tio n  o f  th e  50th  
A nn iversary  o f  th e  B a ttle  o f  th e  S o m m e in  th e  p resen ce  
of h e r  M ajes ty  T h e  Q u e e n  a n d  H is  R oyal H ig h n ess  
T h e  D u k e  o f  E d in b u rg h  a t B alm ora l S h o w g ro u n d s, 
Belfast, on  J u ly  4 . T h e  L in in g  P a r ty  co n sis ted  o f Sgt. 
Jo h n  T u r n e r ,  C p l. B ob  T u v e y , L /C p l. D ave  A dam s, 
P tes. B rian  Jack so n , P h il R o g ers  an d  R icky  H e rb e rt.

H e r M ajesty  rev iew ed  som e 1,500 V e te ran s  o f  th e  
36th (U ls te r)  D iv isio n  w h o  to o k  a lead in g  p a rt  in th e  
first th re e  d ay s o f  th e  lo n g  series o f b a ttles . T h e  rev iew  
was a so lem n  occasion , e n ric h e d  b y  th e  b e a rin g  and  
exam ple o f  th e  V e te ra n s  on  p a ra d e  b e fo re  H e r  M ajesty .

O w ing  to  th e  se a m e n ’s s tr ik e  th e  N o r th  I rish  H orse  
(T .A .)  w ere  u n a b le  to  p ro ce e d  to  G re a t  B rita in  for 
S u m m er C am p  th is  year. A s a re su lt  a lte rn a tiv e  m eans 
o f tra in in g  h ad  to  b e  fo u n d . O u r  a ssistance  w as asked 
for and  g ran te d  in  th e  fo rm  o f  S g t. T u rn e r .  H is  in s tru c ­
tiveness d u r in g  th e  w eek h e  sp e n t w ith  th e  N o r th  Irish  
H orse (T .A .)  w as m u ch  a p p rec ia ted .

All ran k s  w ere  g lad  to  h e a r  th e  n ew s f ro m  G u y a n a  to  
th e  effect th a t  P h y sica l E fficiency T e s ts  an d  R ange 
C lassification  h a d  to  b e  co m p le te d  b y  A u g u s t 31. W e
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got o ff to  a goo d  s ta r t  o n  J u ly  22 w h en  16 o f  th e  R e a r  
D e ta ils  p e rso n n e l c a rried  o u t  th e ir  P .E . T e s ts .  T h e  
p a rty  w as s p li t  u p  in to  tw o  g ro u p s, b o th  ab ly  led  b y  
M a jo r  G ir lin g  a n d  C .S .M . M ic h e l respec tive ly . T h e  
in itia l p a r t  o f  th e  te s t— th e  ten  m iles m arc h — was 
covered  w ith  th e  g rea te s t o f  ease.

H e re  it m u s t  be  m en tio n ed  th a t  n o  a m o u n t o f  p e r ­
su asio n  o n  th e  p a r t  o f  “  F ro g g y  ”  F re n c h  (35 o n  A u g u st 
21) w o u ld  co n v in ce  th e  S e rg e a n t-M a jo r  th a t  it was 
u n n ecessa ry  fo r  h im  to  d o  h is  P .E . T e s ts .  N eed less  to 
say on  J u ly  16 “  F ro g g y  ” w as o u t th e re  w ith  th e  re s t o f  
us.

S till o n  th e  su b je c t o f  t ra in in g . P a lace  B arrack s  is to  
b e  g raced  w ith  th e  p re se n c e  o f  S /S g t.  T e d  G irlin g , 
R .E .M .E . o n  A u g u s t 5. T e d ,  w h o  w as p o s te d  f ro m  th e  
1 s t  B a tta lio n  in  N o v e m b e r  1965, has  n o t  fo rg o tte n  o ld  
tie s  an d  was on ly  to o  g lad  to  a c ce p t o u r  in v ita tio n  to  
assis t in  ch eck in g  o u r  w eap o n s fo r  se rv iceab ility  p r io r  
to  o u r  ran g e  c lassification , w h ich  b eg in s  a t B allym ena  o n  
A u g u s t 15.

In  th e  field  o f  sp o rt  (cricke t) th e  R e a r  D e ta ils  have 
excelled  w ith  th e  fo llow ing  r e s u l ts :

J u n e  29 1 M .X . R e a r  D e ta ils 4 4  ru n s  all o u t
R .A .F . B aro n s C o u rt 40  ru n s  all o u t

J u ly  3 1 M .X . R e a r  D e ta ils 71 ru n s  all o u t
Q u e e n s  U n iv e rs i ty  S ta ff 75 ru n s  all o u t

J u ly  9 1 M .X . R e a r  D eta ils 93 ru n s  a ll o u t
1 K in g s  D e ta ch m e n t 46  ru n s  all o u t

J u ly  16 1 M .X . R ea r D e ta ils h i  ru n s  all o u t
Q u e e n s  U n iv e rs ity  S ta ff 98 ru n s  all o u t

* Ja ck  S h e a rin g  54 ru n s

D u r in g  J u ly  w e  lo st th e  se rv ices o f  S g ts . G eo rg e  
H o rd e r ,  J o h n  R e d ru p  an d  P te . P e te r  K in g  w h o  have 
left u s  fo r  r ic h e r  p a s tu re s  (civvy  s tre e t) . W e  w ish  th e m  
th e  b e s t o f  luck.

S in ce  th e  B a tta lio n  left Palace B arracks w e h ave  h ad  
th e  n ew  T e le p h o n e  E x ch an g e  in sta lled  in  th e  O rd e r ly  
R oom . T h is  m ean s even  less w o rk  fo r  th e  s w itc h b o a rd  
o p e ra to rs  P tes. L a r ry  Pocock , M ick  M ilso m , L es 
H a rd m a n  a n d  M ic k  Boyle.

P te . E rn ie  Pow ell a fte r  a s h o r t  sp e ll o f  “  F re n c h  ” 
leave d ec id ed  he  w o u ld  like  to  rejo in  h is  C o m p a n y  w ho  
w ere  in  G u y a n a  a n d  em p la n e d  a t L o n d o n  en  ro u te  fo r  
G u y a n a  o n  J u ly  27.

A  fewr w o rd s  o n  o th e r  R e a r  D e ta ils  p e rso n a litie s  b e fo re  
c losing  th ese  n o tes  w ill n o t go am iss.

C p l. J o h n  M itch e ll c o n tin u e s  to  p e rfo rm  th e  d u tie s  
o f  P o st N .C .O . m o st sa tis fac to rily — a p a rt fro m  th e  o d d  
le t te r  fro m  th e  C o m m a n d in g  O fficer in  G u y a n a  w h ich  
finds its  w ay b ack  to  h im .

C p ls . L e n  R o b e r tso n  a n d  Jack  S h e a rin g  c o n tin u e  to  
m ake F r id a y  n ig h t T o m b o la  a b ig  success.

P te . P h il R ogers no w  finds h im se lf  w o rk in g  in  th e  
O rd e r ly  R o o m  in stead  o f  b e in g  tu ck e d  aw ay  in  th e  
Q u a r te rm a s te r ’s office. H is  c lerical k n o w led g e  is 
b ro ad e n in g  a n d  h is ty p in g  is g o ing  fro m  s tre n g th  to  
s tre n g th — w e w ill so o n  h av e  h im  ty p in g  ro u tin e  le tte rs .

P te . T o m  M a rsh a ll has  b e e n  ch o sen  to  rep re se n t 
N o r th e rn  I re la n d  C o m m a n d  in  th e  fo rth c o m in g  A rm y
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D o g  T r ia ls  w i th  h is  d o g  C aesa r. W e  w ish  th e m  every  
su ccess .

T h e  s e c u r i ty  o f  th e  B a rra c k s  is  w ell p ro te c te d  by  
L /C p l .  P e te r  N o rm a n  a n d  h is  M e rry  B an d  a lth o u g h  it 
is  n o tic e a b le  th a t  w h e n e v e r  it is n e c essa ry  to  e sco rt a 
d o g  to  M e lto n  M o w b ra y  L /C p l .  N o rm a n  is a lw ays th e  
o n e  q u e u in g  u p  fo r  ra ilw ay  w a rran ts .

I n  c lo sin g , th e  fo llo w in g  a re  to  b e  c o n g ra tu la te d :
L t .  M c M illa n , M ic k  M ilso m  a n d  B ru c e  T a r r y ;  to  

e a ch  a  so n .
P te . B r ia n  F ry e rs  o n  h is  m arr ia g e  to  M iss  A lice  B igger 

a t  A lb e r t  S t re e t  P re sb y te ria n  C h u rc h , B elfast, o n  J u ly  16.
P te . D e n n is  N a g le  w h o  w as m a rr ie d  o n  J u ly  29. 

F u r th e r  d e ta ils  n o t y e t  kno w n .

“  H.Q.”  CO M PAN Y (ATKINSON)
T h e  las t N o te s  a d v ised  th a t  th e  C o m p a n y  h a d  s p li t  

in  tw o  fo r  s p o r t .”  T h e  sp lit  h as  n o w  w id e n e d  to  in c lu d e  
d u ty , a n d  “ H .Q .”  1 a n d  2 h av e  b e co m e  “ H .Q .”  (A) 
a n d  “ H Q ”  (G ) . E a c h  k e e p s  its  re sp e c tfu l d is tan ce  
o f  25 m ile s  f ro m  its  o th e r  h a lf. “  H .Q .”  (A ) h as  d o n e  
r a th e r  w ell, h a v in g  tak e n  to  its e lf  C o m p a n y  “ H .Q . 
M .T .  P la to o n , Q .M .s , th e  D ru m s , th e  P io n e e rs  a n d  som e
s ig n a lle rs . _  . .

A tk in so n  B ase w as c e d ed  to  th e  U .S .A . b y  B rita in  
u n d e r  th e  “  B ases fo r  D e s tro y e rs  ”  d ea l in  194°- W h e n  
B ritish  G u ia n a  g a in e d  In d e p e n d e n c e  o n  M a y  26 , l t  w as 
h a n d e d  o v e r  to  th e  G u y a n e se . T h i s  c h a n g e , h o w ev er, 
h a s  m a d e  n o  d iffe ren ce  to  M a jo r  H a y w a rd — c o n ­
g ra tu la te d  o n  h is  p ro m o tio n  s in ce  las t n o te s— w h o  
c o n tin u e s  to  en jo y  th e  t i t le  o f  “  B ase  C o m m a n d e r ,^  
n o r  to  C .S .M . E a s ta p  w h o  is  “  B ase  S e rg e a n t-M a jo r.  
T h e  B ase c o m p rise s  th e  C o u n try ’s A irp o r t ,  a n d  is a lso  
t h e  h o m e  o f  b o th  th e  T r a in in g  C o m p a n y  o f  th e  G .D .F .  
(G u y a n a  D e fe n c e  F o rc e), a n d  o n e  R ifle  C o m p a n y  o f  o u r  
o w n  B a tta lio n . W e  h av e  h a d  in  ro ta t io n  “  A ,”  “  B ’ 
a n d  “  C  ”  C o m p a n ie s  w ith  u s  a t  th e  B ase. T h e  d a y -to -  
d a y  fac ts  o f  life  w h ic h  w e  h a v e  le a rn e d  to  ta k e  fo r  
g ra n te d  in c lu d e  th e  c lose p ro x im ity  o f  th e  ju n g le ;  th e  
w h in in g  o v e r-h e a d  o f  h e lic o p te rs— n o w  o n ly  th e  
W h ir lw in d s  o f  13 IO F lig h t  R .A .F .,  b u t  u n til  re c e n tly  also 
th e  A lo u e tte s  o f  25 F l ig h t  A .A .C .;  th e  p re se n c e  o f 
R .A .O .C .,  R .E .M .E . ,  R .A .M .C . a n d  o th e r  In c re m e n t 
p e rso n n e l  o f  B ritish  F o rces , G u y a n a ;  a n d  th e  la n d in g  
a n d  ta k in g -o ff  o f  a irc ra f t. T h e  C a m p  en jo y s  t h e  a d ­
v a n ta g e s  o f  (o v er o u r  G e o rg e to w n  h a lf )  a  2 4 -h o u r  s u p p ly  
o f  h o t a n d  co ld  w a te r, a n d  o f  b e in g  f irs t to  rece iv e  th e  
m a il w h ic h  m ak es P o s t  N .C .O . L /C p l .  M c K e n z ie  th e  
m o s t  w e lco m e  in d iv id u a l in  th e  B a tta lio n . W e  also  
h av e  a fine sw im m in g  poo l, w h ic h  is a lw ays c h lo r in a te d  
a n d  occasio n a lly  o p e n !  A ll “  A k ie -ite s  ”  h av e  lea rn e d  
to  go  u p  th e  c re e k  a n d  d o w n  th e  tra il. T h e  m a m  tra i ls

H a v e  y o u  o r d e r e d  y o u r  c o p y  

o f  t h e  J o u r n a l  ?

W H Y  N O T  D O  S O  N O W ?

lead  to  S t .  C u th b e r t 's  M is s io n  (a  fa sc in a tin g  A m erind ian  
v illage), to  T a k a m a , a P la to o n /C o m p a n y  lo ca tio n , and  to  
M a ck e n z ie , c e n tr e  o f  th e  b a u x ite  m in in g .

T h e  m o n th s  s in ce  a rr iv in g  h ave  se e n  m u c h  activity 
a n d  a v a rie ty  o f  e v e n ts . A lb u h e ra  D a y  w as duly 
c e le b ra te d  w ith  a  r e s o u n d in g  v ic to ry  fo r  th e  m en  over 
th e  c o m b in e d  O ff ic e rs /N .C .O .s  tea m  in  th e  popu lar 
sw im m in g  ga la ; th e n  w ith  a m ea l, s e rv e d  b y  th elo se rs , 
w h ic h  few  w ill e v e r  fo rg e t  b u t  so m e  w ill n ev e r re­
m e m b e r!  T h e  P .E . T e s ts  h a v e  b e e n  c o m p le te d  and 
R a n g e  C lassif ica tio n  is c u rre n tly  s o rt in g  o u t  th e  m arks­
m en  fro m  th e  fa ilu re s . A n  A .C .E . 2 C o u rse  an d  an 
M .T .  C a d re  h a v e  b e e n  h e ld . T h e  D ru m s  h ave  been 
s ta u n c h  allies o f  th e  B a n d  in  k e e p in g  th e  B atta lion  in 
th e  p u b lic  eye.

T h e y  h av e  a lso  p ro v id e d  a b a c k g ro u n d  o f  m usic  to 
d a ily  life o n  th e  B ase, a n d  s in ce  c o n v e rtin g  them selves 
in to  a S te e l B a n d  (a  G u y a n e se  in s t itu t io n )  have taken 
u p  s u c h  tu n e s  as “  A rc h ie  ” a n d  “  W in g s  o f  a D ove 
w ith  “  B lack  O rp h e u s  ”  as  th e i r  s ig n a tu re  tu n e . T he 
M .T .  P la to o n  u n d e r  C a p t.  W ild , a n d  L t .  M o rr is  and  his 
Q .M . s ta f f  h av e  d o n e  s te r lin g  w o rk  in  e n su rin g  the 
e fficien t a d m in is tra t io n  o f  a  v e ry  w id e ly  scattered 
B a tta lio n . T h e  A ssa u lt P io n e e rs  h av e  d o n e  m any 
T r o ja n  task s , n o t  leas t o n  th e  T a k a m a  tra i l.  In  the 
S ig n a l C e n tre ,  C p l.  Iv es  a n d  h is  m e n  h av e  c o p e d  w ith  a 
v e ry  tem p e ra m e n ta l  ex ch an g e . M a jo r  D a v  Jones, 
R .A .M .C . (W e lsh !) , w e lco m ed  to  th e  B a tta lio n  just 
b e fo re  w e  flew  o u t ,  has, w ith  h is  s taff, n o t  o n ly  a ttended 
a d m ira b ly  to  a ll o u r  m ed ic a l n e e d s , b u t  h as  h a d  many 
c iv ilia n  c asu a ltie s  p a ss  th ro u g h  th e  A tk in so n  M .R .S. 
L /C p l.  D a v id so n  (D ru m s)  h as  p lay e d  fo r  th e  Battalion 
S o c c e r X I ;  w h ile  C p l. S te w a rt  ( M .T .)  a n d  Cfmn. 
H o u g h to n  (R .E .M .E .)  h av e  p lay e d  ru g b y  fo r the 
B a tta l io n ;  a n d  C a p t.  A ch eso n  (R .A .E .C .)  re fe reed  most 
o f  its  m a tc h e s  b e fo re  d e c id in g  to  h a n g  u p  h is  w h is tle  and 
p lay  fo r  th e  B a tta lio n !

R e c e n t p ro m o tio n s , w h ic h  e a rn  o u r  congratu la tions, 
h av e  b e e n  S g t. H i l to n  (A ssau lt P io n e ers ), S g t. Dawson 
( D ru m s ) , C p l. G ra h a m  (C o m p an y  H .Q .) ,  L /C pl. 
F lo w e rd ew  a n d  L /C p l.  M c G la d e  ( M .T .) ,  C p l. L aw n  and 
L /C p l  C h a p m a n  (D ru m s )  a n d  L /C p l.  H a rp e r  (W eapon 
T r a in in g  S to re s ) . C a p t. G la d d e n  is co n g ra tu la te d  on 
h is  m arr ia g e  o n  S t. P a tr ic k ’s D a y  (alas! in  England). 
R e c e n t  s tr e n g th  in creases  in c lu d e  L /C p l .  B u rn s  (son), 
L /C p l .  C h a lm e rs  (d a u g h te r) ,  P te .  M a llo n  (son), Pte. 
K e e m e r  (son), L /C p l.  C o n s ta n t  (a m o n k ey ). P te  G urr 
a n d  P te . C ro ss  a re  in  th e  e x p e c ta n t- fa th e r  category. 
C p l. M a rq u is s  h as  r e tu rn e d  to  t h e  D ru m s  a fte r  «wo and a 
h a lf  y ea rs  a t  th e  D e p o t,  w h ile  L /C p l.  C h a p p e ll (C om '  
p a n y  S to re s )  h a s  g o n e  to  O sw estry . C p l. H arding, 
L /C p l .  F lo w e rd ew  a n d  P te . W a sh e r  ( M .T .)  a re  due 
re lease  sh o rtly .  C p l. B e rry  (P o lice) has decided  
s o ld ie r  o n ! C p l. S to p p  (ex -D o g  S ec tio n ) has  gone 
f ro m  u s  to  “  H .Q .”  (G ) , v ia  “ A ”  C o m p a n y .

F lig h t  d a te s  fo r  th e  B a tta lio n ’s r e tu r n  h av e  ju s t  b ee n  

re leased , a n d  th o u g h ts  a re  tu rn in g  f ro m  th e  ’ gree 
lan d  o f  G u y a n a  ”  to  th a t  o f  E r in . T h e  o n ly  d lsce™  
d iffe ren ce  b e tw e en  th e  tw o  is th a t  G u y a n a  s equally 
in ce ssa n t ra in  is  in fin ite ly  w a rm e r!  I f  a seco n d  ln m  
w in te t  o f  fog , sn o w  a n d  fro s t is  th e  g lo o m y  p ro sp « * , 
leave fo r  all ran k s  is th e  c h e e r in g  o n e  f ro m  A tkin 
B ase. B ack  to  th e  c o ld !
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“  H.Q.”  CO M PAN Y (GEORGETOWN)

A s e x p la in e d  in  o th e r  p a r ts  o f th e  Jo u rn a l ,  it h a s  b een  
n ecessa ry  to  s p li t  “  H .Q .”  C o m p a n y  in to  th e  G e o rg e ­
to w n  and  A tk in so n  B ase e lem en ts .

W h ils t a t A tk in so n , th e  im p re ss io n  g iv en  is o f  a large 
flat a ir  s tr ip  w ith  b u ild in g s  h id d e n  aw ay in  sc ru b , an d  
th o u san d s  o f  p laces  to  h id e  aw ay, th e  G e o rg e to w n  
C o m p a n y  live  in  o n e  b u i ld in g  b e s id e  th e  N o r th  A tla n tic  
O cean  in  a  se m i-re s id e n tia l a rea— M a rin e rs  C lu b . A n  
easy a tm o sp h e re  ex ists , w ith  a can teen , ju k e  b ox , a n d  
sw im m in g  p o o l, to  b o a s t as am en itie s . T h e  ac tua l 
C o m p an y  s tr e n g th  is a b o u t 100 m e n ; h o w ev er, th e re  is 
a lw ays a  la rg e  d r if tin g  sa te llite  p o p u la tio n  passin g  
th ro u g h  to  W in e p e ru , K a ie te u r  F alls , a n d  o th e r  p laces. 
T h e  p o p u la r i ty  lies in  th e  v e ry  h ig h  s ta n d a rd  o f  food  th a t  
C p l. R ev e ra  a n d  P te . H aze l p ro d u ce — th e  b e s t in 
G u y an a . T h e  to w n  p a tro l  also s ta r ts  fro m  M a rin e rs  
an d  d isc ip lin e  in  th e  fo rm  o f  Sg t. B ru m w ell, C p l. 
Q u ilte r, L /C p l.  S oall, L /C p l.  R ead  an d  o th ers , sta lks th e  
tow n .

T h e  fo o tb a ll tea m  tra in s  h e re  in  th e  m o rn in g s— it has 
b een  a c o n tin u in g  so u rc e  o f  a m a zem en t h o w  th e y  get 
su c h  g ood  fo o tb a ll re su lts  b y  p lay in g  d a r t s ! T h e  
C o m p a n y  C o m m a n d e r  a n d  C .S .M . E ls to n  s it  a t  th e ir  
desks th ro u g h  so u n d s  o f  P .T .,  Ju k e  b o x  a n d  L /C p l. 
D e n t ru n n in g  th ro u g h  to m o rro w  n ig h t’s film . C o m ­
p an y  O rd e rs  o n ce  to o k  p lace  to  th e  m usica l acco m p an y - 
m en t o f  “  C u s te rs  L a s t  S ta n d .”

C pl. T y d e m a n , R o u se , Bain, M a llo n  a n d  M cA n n an  
drive us to  a n d  f ro m  o u r  w o rk  g iv ing  th e  im p ress io n  o f 
a n  easy life , w h ic h  is sh a tte re d  b y  e ig h t p e rso n s  sh a rin g  
th e  back  o f  an  F .F .R .  veh ic le , b ecau se  all th e  o th e rs  are  
in  w o rkshops.

C p l. S to p p  jo in e d  u s  in  J u ly  to  tak e  o u r  m attre sses  
aw ay to  lim it o u r  easy  life, a n d  to  th is  th e  th o u g h t o f  th e  
B and re tu rn in g  d ep resses  ev en  th e  m o s t level h eaded .

S m o k ers  c o m e , sm o k ers  go— so does th e  A d ju ta n t’s 
su it  as w ell! J u m p -u p s  com e, an d  d ru n k a rd s  go— early.

I t  is re liab ly  p re d ic te d  th a t  life a t easy  M a rin e rs  C lu b  
w ill c o n tin u e  u n c h a n g ed  u n til  th e  C o m p a n y ’s d e p a r tu re  
for th e  U .K .,  a n d  w ill th e n  b e  p ric k e d  like  th e  S o u th  
S ea B ubb le .

SIG N A L  PLATOO N

O u r  a rr iv a l in  B ritish  G u ia n a , as  it w as th e n  called, 
fo u n d  th e  S igna l P la to o n  s tro n g e r  in  n u m b e rs  th a n  it 
had  b een  fo r m an y  y ea rs . A  to ta l o f  45 all ran k s , u n d e r  
C ap t. C o w in g  as R eg im e n ta l S igna l O fficer, consis ted  
o f  an ad d itio n a l a n d  m o s t w elco m e d e ta c h m en t o f  six  
R oyal S ig n a lle rs , a n ew  cad re  o f  17 w ho  h ad  ju s t  
fin ished  th re e  m o n th s  tra in in g , a d o zen  o r  so  w h o  jo in e d  
us in  G ib ra lta r , fo u r  N .C .O .s  f re sh  fro m  th e  r ig o u rs  of 
H y th e  a n d  a h a lf -d o ze n  “  o ld  sw ea ts  ”  (w h o  sa id  th e  
em p h asis  w as o n  th e  “  o ld  ” ).

T h is  anyw ay  w as th e  y o u n g  S ignal P la to o n  fac ing  th e  
q u ite  u n fam ilia r  p ro b le m  o f  p ro v id in g  c o m m u n ica tio n s  
be tw een  C o m p an ies  a n d  s u b -u n its  o f  th e  B atta lion , 
w hich  w ere  sc a tte re d  o v e r som e 200 m iles  o f  coastline  
and  p e n e tra te d  th e  in te r io r  a h u n d re d  m iles in to  th e  
ju n g le . N o t  s in ce  a v e ry  lo n g  tim e  h ad  th e  P la to o n  
ca rried  o u t s ig n a llin g  o n  su c h  a g ran d  scale.

W ith  a m in im u m  o f  te n  a n d  as m an y  as  17 s ta tio n s  
o n  th e  n e t  i t  w o u ld  b e  d ifficu lt to  rec o u n t all th e  a c tiv i­
ties  o f  th e  P la to o n . S uffice i t  to  say  th a t  th o se  w h o  a re  
n o t  m e n tio n e d  h e re , a re , I h o p e , m e n tio n e d  u n d e r  
C o m p a n y  n o tes  e lsew here .

O u r  H e a d q u a r te r s  S e c tio n  a n d  c o n tro l s ta t io n  is 
s itu a te d  a t  M a rin e rs  C lu b , G e o rg e to w n . H e re , P ro n to , 
resides as M in is te r  o f  “  E x te rn a l a n d  In te rn a l  A ffa irs .” 
H e  s its  in  s ta te  in  th e  S ig n a l C e n tre , f ro m  w h e re  co n tro l 
o p e ra te s. T h o s e  w h o  h ave  h a d  to  d o  th e  o f te n  m o n o ­
to n o u s  a n d  te d io u s  s h if ts  in  o rd e r  to  k eep  a ro u n d  th e  
clock , sev en  days a w eek  v ig ilan ce  o n  th e  c o n tro l rad io  
se t w ill look  b ack  w ith  a s ig h  o f  re lie f  o v e r th e  p ast 
m o n th s . T h e  lea d e r o f  th is  u n g a lla n t b a n d  is C p l. 
“  G ig g les  ”  B a rra tt. H e  has led  h is  fo llow ers w ith  g rea t 
su ccess  a n d  is p ro b ab ly  a “  to u c h  ty p is t  ”  b y  now . O n ly  
in  o n e  re sp e c t has h e , a n d  th o se  w ith  h im , fa iled . T h e  
ev e r in creasin g  flow  o f fo rm a l m essages has  n o t  b een  
s tem m ed .

A t p re s e n t  C p l. M o rle y  o f  fo o tb a ll fam e  (an d  also  th e  
e x -d e ta ch m e n t N .C .O . o f  “  A  ” C o m p an y ) is a b o u t  to  
u s u rp  C p l. B a r ra t t’s p o w e r  in  a  tak e -o v e r b id . I t  is 
r u m o u re d  th a t  C p l. B a r ra t t  is jo in in g  th e  B an d , b u t  
th a t  is n o t  s tr ic tly  tru e . W ith  C p l. M o rle y  is  L /C p l.  
T e r ry  T h e o b a ld  a b o u t  to  s ta r t  a p re -H y th e  c ad re , a n d  
p ro m o te d  s in ce  I re lan d . A s a n  “  o ld  h a n d  ” w e w ish  h im  
w ell o n  th e  co u rse  a n d  o n  th e  la d d e r  o f p ro m o tio n . 
L /C p l.  “  V o lkers ”  W alsh  is  a n o th e r  w h o  has  tak e n  a 
s te p  u p  th e  la d d e r  s in ce  leav in g  I re la n d  an d  to  h im  also 
w e w ish  ev e ry  success . N o  o n e  is q u ite  s u re  if  h e  w as 
s e n t  b y  P ro n to  to  sp y  o n  th o se  a t  A tk in so n  o rig ina lly , 
a n d  th e n  reca lled  to  th e  K re m lin  a n d  p ro m o te d ;  o r  if  
A tk in so n  sen t h im  to  sp y  o n  P ro n to  a n d  th e  K re m lin . 
N ev e r th e le ss  h e  k eeps th e  c o n tro l h a p p y , co m p o s in g  
d ittie s  in  h is  sp a re  tim e . (P ro b a b ly  se c re t codes).

“  H a p p y  ” H ay es  is th e  on ly  o n e  o f  th e  fo u r  p rese n t 
o p e ra to rs  n o t  b e lo n g in g  to  th e  “  P o o h  ”  C lu b . H o w ev er, 
h e  d oes n o t seem  to  b e  o ffended  an d  n ow  h is  b ro th e r  is  a t 
L e g io n n aires  h e  p ro b ab ly  w o u ld  n o t  w a n t to  b eco m e  a 
m em b e r. T h e  tr io  le ft a re  P tes. M ick  B ro w n , “  W illie  ”  
W illiam s, a n d  “  F e a th e rs  ” F e a th e rs to n e . A ll a re  p ro u d  
m em b e rs  o f  th e  “  P o o h  ”  C lu b . F e a th e rs , a fo u n d e r  
m em b e r, w as th e  first W in e p e ru v ia n  to  r e tu rn  a n d  it  w as 
th o u g h t,  h ad  h e  n o t d o n e  so w h e n  he  d id , h e  m ig h t  w e ll 
have “  to w ed  i t  ”  to  th e  ju n g le  a n d  jo in e d  h is  b ro th e r  
“  H o w le rs .”  Y o u n g  W illie  w as n o t  m u c h  b e tte r .  By 
d ay  h e  h u n te d  w ith  h is  b o w  a n d  a rro w . B y n ig h t  th e  
fishes lea rn t to  d re a d  h is  fea rfu l s ta b  fro m  a n a tiv e  
“  sp e a r- ty p e  ” h a rp o o n . T h e  th ird  m e m b e r  to  go  to  
W in e p o o h  w as M ick  B ro w n . H e  p ro b ab ly  sav ed  W illie  
b u t  a t som e cost. A  s to ry  rea c h e d  c o n tro l th a t  in  h is  
tw o  m o n th s  th e re  h e  b eg an  to  tea c h  th e  tam e  p a rro t  
so m e  S p a n ish  p h rases , b u t  th a t  th e  p a rro t ,  n o t  to  b e  o u t­
d o n e , ta u g h t  h im  som e “  E n g lish  o n e s .”

M ah aico n y , kn o w n  as th e  p u n ish m e n t s ta tio n  fo r 
s igna lle rs, c losed  an d  so  it w as d e c id e d  to  w ith d ra w  all 
g ood “ P o o h  ”  m em b e rs  a n d  k eep  th e m  a t  co n tro l. 
T h e y  w ere  rep laced  b y  “  R o llin g  ”  S to n e  a n d  “  P a d d y  ” 
G lass  (R oyal S ig n a ls). B o th  a re  b e liev ed  to  b e  h a p p y  
a n d  soon  o u t fo r  paro le .

T ro g lo d y te s  a re  c re a tu re s  th a t  live  u n d e rg ro u n d , an d  
th u s  it m ay  b e  th e  reaso n  w h y  S g t. W e s to n  w h o  has
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se rv e d  th e  S ig n a l P la to o n  fo r  m a n y  eo n s , d e c id e d  th a t  
th is  n a m e  c o u ld  n o t  b e  c o u p le d  w ith  h im . A las h e  left 
u s  sh o r t ly  o n  a rr iv a l  a n d  h a s  g o n e  to  th e  Q u a r te rm a s te r  s 
D e p a r tm e n t  a t  A tk in so n  (w h e re  h e  s till  w o rk s  u n d e r ­
g ro u n d ) . F ro m  a ll m e m b e rs  o f  th e  P la to o n  b o th  p a s t 
a n d  p re s e n t  o u r  s in c e re  g o o d  w ish e s  a n d  th an k s .

A t  th e  sam e  tim e  w e  all w e lc o m e  C /S g t.  “  W ild  B ill ” 
W illia m so n  as o u r  n e w  C h ie f  T r o g  a n d  h o p e  th a t  w ith  
th e  b e s t  p a r t  o f  th re e  B a tta lio n s  w o rth  o f  rad io  e q u ip ­
m e n t ,  h e  w ill  su rv iv e . “  D o w n  u n d e r, w o rk in g  w ith  
h im , a re  C p l. “  Jo c k  ”  D u ffill (R oyal S ig n a ls) o u r  rad io  
te c h n ic ia n , C p l. J im  H a n n a fo rd  ( th e  C o lo u r -S e rg e a n t’s 
s id e  k ick ) w h o  is  a n o th e r  o f  th e  fav o u red  fo o tb a lle rs  a n d  
a c co m p a n ie d  th e  to u r  to  S u r in a m  rec e n tly , L /C p l .  
“  S n o w y  ”  P h illip s ,  w h o se  fa th e r  lives b u t  a few  m ile s  
f ro m  G e o rg e to w n  a n d  S g m n . C arl F ig ie l. W ith o u t  th e  
e ffo rts  o f  o u r  tw o  R o y a l S ig n a lle rs  w e  w o u ld  p ro b a b ly  
h a v e  ceased  to  fu n c tio n  m o n th s  ago. P te . H e n ry  
H ig g in s , th o u g h  o n ly  a  s e m i-tro g , s till d r iv e s  P ro n to  
ro u n d  th e  c o u n try s id e  a n d  o f te n  d r iv e s  h im  m ad . 
R e c e n tly , h o w e v e r , S g t. “  R o v in g  P e te  ”  S te w a rt  has  
b e e n  c h ie f  c h a u ffe u r, a n d  su rp r ise  S a tu rd a y  m o rn in g  
v is its  to  su b -s ta tio n s  h av e  p ro d u c e d  a m az in g  re su lts .

S g t. “  T e a c h e r  ”  F is h e r  a n d  C p ls . J o h n  H a m ill  a n d  
P a t  R y a n  h av e  s p e n t  a g re a t  d ea l o f  th e i r  t im e  tea c h in g  
th e  G u y a n a  D e fe n c e  F o rc e . A  se v en -w ee k  c a d re  p r o ­
d u c e d  e x ce llen t re s u lts  a n d  L t .-C o l.  P o p e  s re m a rk s  
a b o u t  th e m  a t  th e  final a d d re s s  w e re  w e ll d e se rv e d . A ll 
th re e  re c e n tly  r e tu rn e d  f ro m  H y th e  w ith  g o o d  re p o r ts  
a n d  a re  so o n  to  s ta r t  a n o th e r  c a d re — th is  tim e  a p re -  
H y th e  c ad re . M a y  th e y  b e  as su ccessfu l as p rev io u s ly .

B o th  th e  ju n io r  N .C .O .s  o n  r e tu r n  f ro m  H y th e  w e n t 
t o  C o m p a n ie s  as D e ta c h m e n t  C o m m a n d e rs  a n d  w e re  
a b le  to  p ra c t is e  th e  lesso n s lea rn t. C p l. R y a n  w e n t to  
R o seh a ll w ith  “ B  ”  C o m p a n y . A fte r  a lm o s t b lo w in g  
u p  th e  S ig n a l C e n tre  h e  se ttle d  d o w n  a n d  h is  lit tle  g ro u p  
o f  L /C p ls .  M ic k  H u t to n ,  T o n y  K in g , “  P a d d y  ”  G lass, 
“ R o l l in g ”  S to n e , “ S c o tty -”  B o b  H a lffm an , B o b

C h a n g e  o f  A d d r e s s

To ensure receipt of your copy, 

notify the Editor

o f any change of address

P ro m p t re n e w a l

of Annual Subscriptions w ould  

be very much appreciated

ra rd i

H a rd y , C p l. J e ff  S m ales  (R o y a l S ig n a ls )  an d  Jack 
E m e rso n , sp re a d  o v e r  th re e  lo ca tio n s , w o rk ed  together 
in  h a rm o n y . (P lease  n o te  U n c le  C u rly ).

C p l. H a m ill  w e n t to  “  C  ”  C o m p a n y  a t L egionnaires. 
G re e te d  b y  P te . B o b  W e b b  a n d  S ig n a lle r  “  R ick  ”  W ard 
h e  w as so o n  sh o w n  a  C . n  a n d  ta u g h t  h o w  to  operate  it. 
A t L e o n o ra , a ( tro u b le so m e)  o u ts ta tio n , h e  fo u n d  Ptes. 
(n o w  L a n c e -C o rp o ra l)  M ic k  R e d d in g s  a n d  Alan 
C o s te llo  (n o w  a t A tk in so n  te le p h o n e  ex ch an g e). The 
o th e r  lo ca tio n  w as a t E n m o re  w h e re  P te . K e n  W illiams 
w as th e  o p e ra to r.  H e  m a n a g e d  to  s ta y  w ith  them , 
in c lu d in g  a  m o v e  to  P o r t  M o u ra n t .  T h e  R ecce Platoon 
k n o w n  as “  L a te  ”  c /s  5 m a n a g e d  to  m ak e  th e  calls but 
w e re  w ith  m o n o to n o u s  reg u la rity — late . O n  leaving 
C p l. H a m ill h a n d e d  o v e r  to  C p l. “  F r itz  ”  Sm ith .

S in ce  th e n  C p l. S m ith  h as  d o n e  fo u r  p a tro ls , th e  last 
o f  w h ic h  w as a t  B a ra m ita . H e re , u s in g  a tw in  depot 
a n te n n a  a n d  a S R  62 h e  w as ab le  to  co m m u n ica te  with 
P o r t  M o u ra n t  so m e  230 m ile s  aw ay  a n d  to  relay for 
c e rta in  o u t-s ta t io n s  to  C o n tro l!  N o t  c o n te n t  w ith  this, 
h o w ev er, h e  c o n ta c ted  th e  C o m m a n d in g  O fficer while 
h e  w as f ly ing  in  a C essn a . N o t  to  b e  o u td o n e  the 
C o m m a n d in g  O fficer sp o k e  to  th e  A d ju ta n t  w hile  the 
l a t te r  w as in  h is  office a t  G e o rg e to w n , so m e  150 miles 
aw ay , ca llin g  f ro m  th e  C essn a  to  th e  rem o te  at 
B a tta lio n  H e a d q u a r te rs .

A tk in so n  B ase is th e  “ o th e r  ”  H e a d q u a rte rs  
“  H .Q .”  C o m p a n y . I t  is  h e re  th a t  th e  notorious 
“  E u g e n e  ”  Iv es  lives. I n  th e  d a ily  life o f  th e  “ Ives 
fam ily  ”  m an y  in te re s t in g  face ts  o f  S ig n a ls  m ig h t well 
b e  rec o rd e d . H o w e v e r, “  su ffic ien t u n to  th e  day  is the 
ev il th e re o f  ”  a n d  th e  m o s t ev il th in g  a t  A tk in so n  is a 
m u se u m  p iece  ca lled  th e  T e le p h o n e  E x ch an g e . T o  all 
th o se  w h o  w o rk  h e r,  m ay  th e y  f in d  p eace  o f m in d  in  the 
E m e ra ld  Isle . T h e i r  n a m e s  a re  lis te d  b e lo w  as a  living 
m e m o ria l:  P te s . A lan  C o ste llo , B ob  H a lffm an , T erry  
P ric e , K e n  W illia m s  (la te  o f “  la te  ”  5), P e te  D ay , Pau 
W a rd , “  B oo tsie  ” P lim sau l a n d  T im  H a y n e s  (Royal 
S ig n a ls).

T o  a ll o f  th e m  o u r  d e e p e s t  sy m p a th y .
I t  w o u ld  b e  w ro n g  n o t  to  g ive  a sp ecia l m en tio n  to 

P te . R o n  W e st w h o  le f t  th e  E x ch an g e  a n d  is  n ow  with 
"  B ”  C o m p a n y , as is “  T o a d  ” H a r r is .  S im ila rly  Keith 
Y ie ld in g  w h o  h as  d isa p p e a re d  to  P o r t  M o u ra n t  from  the 
E x c h a n g e  a n d  jo in s  “ A ”  C o m p a n y  a n d  B ob  Hardy- 
C p l. S m a les  (R o y al S ig n a ls) is “ A ”  C o m p a n y  D etach­
m e n t  N .C .O . a t  p re s e n t  a n d  w ith  h im  P te s . C leverly  and 
L a g d e n , n o t  fo rg e ttin g  P te . S h a rm a n , w h o  is back to 
“  b a tt in g  ”  d u tie s  fo r  th e  O .C .

O u r  s tre n g th  h as  d ec reased  b y  fo u r  overall. Pte. 
M ik e  P a n tin g  h a s  m o v ed  to  th e  M .T .  P la to o n  as a 3-ton 
d riv e r , w h ile  P te . C o n s ta n t  is s ti ll  in  N o r th e rn  Ireland, 
h is  f u tu re  a t  p re s e n t  u n k n o w n . T h e  tw o  o ld  stagers, 
L /C p l .  L a r ry  L a m b o u m e  a n d  P te . M ic k  G illh am , hat 
b o th  le f t  to  t r y  C iv v y  S tre e t. I  h av e  it  o n  good repon  
th a t  life  o u ts id e  is n o t  so  goo d  a n d  th a t  L a r ry  m ay nd™ 
b o u n d in g  b ack  ( if  y o u  d o  m ak e  i t  b e fo re  th e  en d  ol tn 
y e a r  y o u ’re  a lw ays v e ry  w elco m e). O n  th a t  happy 
w e b id  o u r  rea d e rs  farew ell u n t i l  N o r th e rn  Ire land .

“  S o  i t ’s  back to the E m era ld  Isle  we come ,
L e a v in g  G u ya n a  a n d  the w onderfu l sun ."

J L  jb i

M .T. PLATOO N  

Wild’s T axi Service Guyana
S h o rtly  a f te r  o u r  a rr iv a l in  G u y a n a  it soon  b ecam e  

ap p a re n t th a t  w e  w ere  g o in g  to  b e  v e ry  b u sy  in d eed . 
In  sp ite  o f  83 v eh ic les  o p e ra te d  b y  ou rse lv es  an d  a n  a d ­
d itiona l 29 o p e ra te d  b y  th e  G a rr iso n  “ In c re m e n t ”  w e 
fo u n d  th a t  th e  d e m a n d  fa r  exceeded  o u r  su p p ly . 
C /S g t. C liff  S h in n  so o n  took  a firm  g r ip  o n  th e  s itu a tio n  
and a v e ry  s tr ic t  c o n tro l w as k e p t  o n  th e  “  f lee t.” 
P eriod ically  C o m p a n ie s  ap p e a re d  to  g e t a “  ru sh  o f 
b lood to  th e  h e a d  ”  n o rm a lly  all a t  th e  sam e tim e.

G u y an ese  ro ad s  a re  n o t  th e  b e s t in  th e  w o rld  b y  an y  
m eans a n d  th is  h a z a rd  c o u p le d  w ith  a g rea t dea l o f  c ro ss ­
co u n try  u sage  so o n  fo u n d  th e  R .E .M .E . L .A .D . u n d e r  
Sgt. R ay Joe l fu ll  to  c a p ac ity  w ith  veh ic les w h ich  h ad  
som e k in d  o f  d isease ! A t tim e s  it seem ed  th a t  th e re  
w ere m o re  veh ic les in  th e  R e p a ir  P a rk  th a n  o n  th e  r o a d ! 
M ain ten an ce  a n d  se rv ic in g  also re q u ire d  c a refu l p lan n in g  
as th e  veh ic les in  th e  B a tta lio n  w ere  so  w id e ly  d isp e rsed  
th ro u g h o u t G u y a n a . B reak d o w n s o c c u rre d  som etim es 
in th e  m o s t inaccessib le  a reas  a n d  reco v ery  p rese n ted  
q u ite  a p ro b le m . G e n e ra lly  th ese  d ifficu lties w ere 
overcom e th a n k s  to  th e  a ssis tan ce  o f  1310 F lig h t  R .A .F . 
and  25 F lig h t  A .A .C . F itte rs ,  in sp ec tio n  team s a n d  spare  
p a rts  w ere  flow n all o v e r th e  c o u n try  a t  sh o rt  no tice .

A fte r  In d e p e n d e n c e  th e  G u y a n a  D efen ce  F orce  
req u ested  a ssis tan ce  f ro m  th e  “  T a x i  Serv ice  ”  in  tra in in g  
som e 20  d riv e rs . In  a d d itio n  a n  M .T .  C a d re  fo r a 
sim ilar n u m b e r  o f  so ld ie rs  fro m  th e  B a tta lio n  w as 
u n d e rtak en . T h is  w o rk  w as p assed  in to  th e  ab le  h an d s  
o f  C p ls. K e n  T o o h e y  a n d  A lec Boyd. T h e se  tw o 
assisted b y  L /C p l.  J o h n  M c G lad e , P tes. B ob W rig h t  and  
P h ilip  R o b e r ts  su ccessfu lly  c o m p le te d  b o th  co m ­
m itm en ts.

T h e  P la to o n ’s Social C o m m itte e  h ea d ed  b y  C p l. 
G eorge W h it t  w as n o t  co m p le te ly  id le . Severa l m o st 
en joyable tr ip s  w e re  a rra n g e d  to  S t. C u th b e r t ’s A m e rin ­
d ian  M issio n , 20  m iles f ro m  A tk in so n  in  th e  in te rio r .

O u r  M a n ag in g  D irec to r, C ap t. J im m y  W ild , soon 
estab lished  h im se lf  as ch ie f  “  T r a i l  B lazer.” W h e n  to ld  
th a t th e  o v e rlan d  ro u te  to  T a k a m a  w as u n u sa b le  he 
d isap p eared  in to  th e  ju n g le  fo r  several days an d  re tu rn ed  
tired  b u t  t r iu m p h a n t!  S h o r tly  a fte r  th is  ex p lo it he 
van ished  ag a in  to  p io n ee r  th e  o v e rlan d  ro u te  to  th e  
K a ie teu r F alls  via  M a rd ia — again  h e  w as successfu l.

W e c o n g ra tu la te  th e  fo llow ing  o n  th e ir  rec e n t p ro ­
m o tio n : Sg t. K e n  M c In to s h , C p l. A lec B oyd, L /C p ls . 
T o m  M cC aig , Jo h n  M c G la d e  a n d  B lossom  F low erdew .

A six m o n th s  to u r  in  S o u th  A m erica  obv io u sly  has its 
d isadvan tages b u t  th e re  is n o  d o u b t th a t  all m em b ers  of 
the  P la to o n  a re  th o ro u g h ly  e n jo y in g  th em se lv es  and  
learn ing  a g rea t deal.

Q UARTER M ASTER ’S D EPARTM ENT
Like e v e ry b o d y  e lse ’s, o u r  n o te s  a re  m ain ly  a b o u t o u r 

m ove to , a n d  life in , G u y an a .
C pl. F re n c h  w as left b e h in d  in  P a lace  B arracks to  hold  

th e  (Q .M .)  fo rt. I t  ap p e a rs  f ro m  h is  s igna ls to  u s  th a t 
he  is hav in g  a h a rd  tim e  co p in g  w ith  sleep  a n d  th e  te s t 
m atches.

Q.M.’s Staff

F rom  top to bottom : L t .  (Q .M .) R .  E . B . M orris, 
R .Q .M .S .  S im m o n s, S g t .  W eston, S  S g t .  W ebb 
( R .E .M .E .), S g t .  S tubb ings , P te. G urr, L jC p l.  C halm ers, 
P te . O 'C onnor, P te . Carpenter, L  C p l. Burns, P te . A m o r, 
L /C p l.  W illiam son, C fm n . Em erson (R .E .M .E .) ,  C fm n . 
Collins (R .E .M .E .) ,  P te . E dw ards a n d  M iss  S tree te  

(civilian typ ist)

T h e  Q .M . w ho  a rriv ed  in  G u y a n a  w ith  th e  A d v an ce  
P a r ty  h ad  a d ifficu lt jo b  m o v in g  a ro u n d  to  th e  m an y  
C o m p an y  a n d  P la to o n  lo ca tio n s  tak in g  o v e r acco m ­
m o d atio n  an d  e q u ip m e n t ; in  th is  h e  w as ab ly  s u p p o rte d  
by  o u r  n ew ly -jo in ed  A rm o u re r  S /S g t. W e b b  (R .E .M .E .) .  
S /S g t. W e b b  is n o t a c o m p le te  s tra n g e r  to  u s  as  he 
se rv ed  as a n  a rm o u re r  a t th e  B rigade  D e p o t a n d  th e re ­
fo re  a lread y  knew  m an y  “ D ie -H a rd s .”  (T h e  Q .M . 
got so  in to  th e  sw ing  o f “  T a k e o v e r  ” th a t  h e  w e n t o ff to  
S u r in a m  a n d  tr ie d  tak in g  o v e r th e  D u tc h  A rm y  th e re .)

O u r  m ain  task  h e re  has  b een  to  tak e  s tock  o f an d  
“ d ig est ”  th e  large  a m o u n t o f  e q u ip m e n t w e took  over, 
an d  to  ge t it read y  fo r “ F in a l D isp o sal ”  o n  w ith d ra w a l 
o f  B ritish  tro o p s  fro m  G u y an a .

W e  have th e  u su a l ca ta lo g u e  o f  a rr iv a ls  a n d  d e p a rtu re s ,  
W .O .2  M ic h e l jo in in g  us (o n  rea r  p a r ty  a t P a lace  
B arracks) as A cco m m o d a tio n  W .O . “  R .E .M .E . w ise” 
w e h av e  a lready  m en tio n ed  S /S g t. W e b b  a n d  h ave  also 
rece ived  in to  th e  A rm o u re r’s S ec tio n  C fm n . C o llin s  an d  
E m m erso n  w ho  a re  b o th  u n d e r  th e  tu te lag e  o f  o u r  w ell-
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k n o w n  C fm n . H o u g h to n .  S g t. W e s to n  jo in e d  u s  to  
a ss is t  in  th e  d isp o sa l o f  G 1 0 9 8  e q u ip m e n t a n d  has p ro v ed  
to  b e  a g re a t  a s se t w i th  h is  h a rd  w o rk  a n d  k n o w led g e  o f  
a c c o u n tin g . S g t. L lo y d  also  rec e n tly  jo in e d  u s  to  co p e  
w ith  o u r  p ro b le m s  c o n c e rn in g  th e  b u ild in g s  in  w h ic h  o u r  
C o m p a n ie s  a n d  P la to o n s  a re  b ille te d  th ro u g h o u t  
G u y a n a , a n d  h e  c o m b in e s  th is  w ith  s u p e rv is io n  o f  th e  
P io n e e r  S e c tio n  u n d e r  C p l. Jam ieso n . C p l. Ja m ie so n  
w ith  P te s .  G u r r ,  C a rp e n te r  a n d  O ’C o n n o r  a re  ta k in g  on  
m a n y  task s  w h ic h  a re  p e c u lia r  to  G u y a n a  su c h  as  m a n u ­
fa c tu r in g  A rm s  C h e s ts  o n  a m ass  basis.

A rr iv a ls  in  th e  A rm y  u su a lly  a t  th e  sam e  tim e  b r in g  
d e p a r tu re s .  W e  h av e  h a d  to  say  g o o d b y e  to  o u r  fo rm e r  
A rm o u re r ,  S /S g t.  G ir lin g  (R .E .M .E .) .  H e  se rv e d  n in e  
y e a rs  w ith  th e  B a tta lio n  b u t  to ld  us h e  w as p a s t F ie ld  
S e rv ic e  a n d  to o k  h im se lf  o ff to  th e  D e p o t,  N o r th  I r is h  
B rig ad e .

D e p a r tu re s  o f  a d iffe re n t s o r t  w e re  th o se  o f  W .O .2  
L a g d e n  w h o  m o v ed  ac ro ss  th e  ro ad  to  b eco m e  C .S .M . of 
“  C  ”  C o m p a n y  h av in g  h a n d e d  o v e r to  W .O .2  M ich e l. 
S g t. A rg e n t w h o  h a d  th e  jo b  o f  tak in g  o v er a ll o u r  ac ­
c o m m o d a tio n  a n d  th e »  m a in ta in in g  it, h as  n o w  tu rn e d  
tac tic a l a n d  b e co m e  P la to o n  S e rg ea n t o f  1 P la to o n  in 
“ A ”  C o m p a n y .

O u r  s tr e n g th  h as  in c re a se d  b y  th e  b i r th  o f  a g irl 
(A lliso n ) to  L /C p l .  a n d  M rs . C h a lm e rs  a n d  a so n  (S ean ) 
to  L /C p l.  a n d  M rs . B u m s . P te . G u r r  o f  th e  P a in t  sh o p  
n o t  to  b e  o u td o n e  g o t  M rs . G u r r  to  p ro d u c e  a so n  
(D a v id )  sh o w in g  th a t  o u r  P io n e e rs  c a n n o t b e  b e a te n . 
S g t .  S tu b b in g s  s e e in g  all th is  g o in g  o n  p ro m p tly  b ecam e  
th e  p ro u d  fa th e r  o f  n in e  f ine  p u p p ie s ; i t  is q u i te  to u c h in g  
to  see  th e  p u p s  lo o k in g  u p  a t  “ B ilk o ”  w ith  su c h  f a i th  in  
th e i r  ey es, e sp ec ia lly  w h e n  th e  D u ty  D r u m m e r  p lay s  
“ C o o k h o u s e ”

A S SA U L T  PIONEERS

T h e  n e w  S e c tio n  w as fo rm e d  on  A p ril  1, 1966, a n d  
as  w e a re  n o t  b o th e re d  b y  s u p e rs t it io n  w e  h av e  n o t  le t  it 
w o rry  u s . T h e  m a in  jo b  w e w e re  g iv en  w as to  m a in ta in  
tra c k s  a n d  ro ad s  b e tw e e n  A tk in so n  a n d  M ack en z ie  an d  
th e n  f ro m  M a ck e n z ie  to  T a k a m a .

T h e  S e c tio n  w as to  c o n s is t o f  o n e  S e rg e a n t  (S g t. 
H il to n ) ,  o n e  C o rp o ra l (L /C p l.  R o lp h )  a n d  sev en  n o t  so 
l it t le  d w arfs, f ro m  le ft  to  r ig h t  in  size, P te s . B ro d e rick , 
B rad y , B a r to n  a n d  S u tliff  (all 6 f t.) , P te s . A b ra h a m s  an d  
N e s b it  (5 f t. 10 in .)  a n d  n o t  fo rg e ttin g  “  S n o w h ite s  
O w n ,”  P te . M cV eig h  (5 f t. 1 in .).

T h e  first th in g  to  d o  w as h av e  a look  a t  th e  t ra i ls  so 
o ff  w e n t o u r  S g t. w ith  C a p t. W ild  to  h av e  a look  a t th em , 
leav in g  th e  se c tio n  b e h in d  to  re - lan d sc a p e  A tk in so n  
B ase. S g t. H i l to n  r e tu rn e d  tw o  d a y s  la te r  lo o k in g  a lo t 
g re y e r  a n d  even  m o re  d e je c ted . H e  also  co lle c te d  a h o le  
in  th e  h e a d  fo r  h is  tro u b le s ,  w h ic h  th e  S e c tio n  sw ears  is 
s ti ll  th e re .

I t  w as d e c id e d  to  b u ild  a n ew  ro ad  f ro m  th e  m in in g  
v illage o f  I tu n i  to  T a k a m a . T h is  w e d id , c u tt in g  sev en  
m ile s  o f  th ic k  ju n g le  a n d  b u s h  in  14 days a n d  b u ild in g  
a  w o o d e n  b r id g e , w h ic h  w e s till  in s is t C /S g t.  C le m e n ts  
w ill n o t  b rea k . T h e  jo b  f in ish ed  w e r e tu rn e d  to  th e  
B ase to  b u ild  an  A ssa u lt C o u rse , a n d  m ak e  en e m ie s  o f 
th e  re s t  o f  th e  B atta lio n .

W e  h ave  p a sse d  o u r  P .E . te s ts , c lassified  w ith  rifle,
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a n d  p ro v id e d  m e m b e rs  o f  th e  S e c tio n  to  k eep  W ineperu  
o p e n . A p a r t  f ro m  th e s e  task s , w e  h a v e  assisted  in 
b u ild in g  a n e w  ju n g le  ran g e , a n d  a re  a b o u t  to  assist in 
t ra in in g  th e  G .D .F .  A ssa u lt P io n e e rs , to  w h o m  w e wish 
th e  b e s t  o f  lu ck !

BAND

W e  in tro d u c e  th is  y e a r’s a u tu m n  c o n tr ib u tio n  to 
T h e  D ie -H a rd s  w i th  o u r  f lig h t o u t  to  G u y a n a , then 
B r i tish  G u ia n a .

A s y o u  can  p ro b a b ly  im ag in e  w e le ft N o r th e rn  Ireland 
d u r in g  th e  co ld  w e t sp e ll ea rly  A p r i l  ’66. O n  A pril 18, 
a f te r  a th re e -h o u r  d e lay  a t  A ld e rg ro v e  A irp o rt we 
f ina lly  to o k  off fo r  G u y a n a . O u r  h a lf -w a y  s to p  a t Santa 
M a ria  fo r  re -fu e l w as to  h av e  b e e n  fo r  a b o u t only  two 
h o u rs . H o w e v e r, a f te r  s p e n d in g  a b o u t o n e -an d -a -h a lf  
h o u rs  in  th e  A irp o r t  b a r- lo u n g e  it  w as a n n o u n c ed  that 
th e re  w o u ld  b e  a fu r th e r  th re e -h o u r  d e lay — w e w ere then 
in fo rm e d  th a t  w e w o u ld  b e  e n te r ta in e d  to  d in n e r . As 
m o s t  o f  th e  B a n d  h a d  ex p e rie n ce d  P o r tu g u e s e  w ine with 
d in n e r  w e  w e re  o b lig e d  to  e n lig h te n  th o se  o f th e  Band 
a n d  o th e rs  w h o  h a d  n o t. A  g o o d  t im e  w as h a d  b y  all and 
th e  th re e -h o u r  d e lay  so o n  passed .

O n  a rriv a l a t  A tk in so n  B ase, G u y a n a , w e w ere  m et by 
th e  B ase C o m m a n d e r , M a jo r  H a y w a rd , an d  the 
B a n d m a ste r .

T h e  B a n d ’s a c co m m o d a tio n  a t  th e  B ase w as exactly 
a s  w e  h a d  b e e n  in fo rm e d — sh o ck in g . T h e  actual 
b u ild in g  h a d  b e e n  a n  A m e ric a n  H o sp ita l  d u r in g  th e  last 
w ar, so  y o u  can  p ro b a b ly  g u ess  th a t  th e  m ain ten an ce  on 
th e  b u ild in g  h a d  b e e n  w ell n eg le c ted . T h e  B and  was 
s ta t io n e d  a t  A tk in so n  B ase fo r  a b o u t  a m o n th  before 
m o v in g  d o w n  to  G e o rg e to w n . O n c e  in  G eo rg e to w n  we 
jo in e d  fo rces  w ith  th e  C o rp s  o f  D ru m s  in  rehearsals  for 
th e  C o u n try ’s In d e p e n d e n c e  P a ra d e  a n d  celebrations 
(M a y  26, 1966).

A lb u h e ra  D a y  w as c e le b ra te d  in  th e  u su a l m anner 
w ith  a v o lu n ta ry  B a n d  a n d  D ru m s  p lay in g  an d  beating 
rev e ille  o u ts id e  th e  v a rio u s  M esses . F ina lly , the 
O fficers a n d  S e rg ea n ts  jo in e d  th e  fo rce  a n d  all m arched 
ro u n d  to  th e  G a r r is o n  C o m m a n d e r ’s res id en ce  an 
p lay e d  fo r  h is  rev e ille . A fte r  th e  tro g  ro u n d  all ended 
u p  in  th e  M a rin e rs  C lu b  fo r  d r in k s . T h e  m erry  making 
w as g o in g  a lo n g  q u ite  h a p p ily  u n til  so m eb o d y  am id  the 
g a th e r in g  sh o u te d  “  in  th e  p o o l.”  W ell, f ro m  th en  on 
ev e ry b o d y  h a d  a d r in k  w h e th e r  th ey  w a n te d  o n e  or not, 
so m e  d r in k !  F ro m  th e  C o m m a n d in g  O fficer d o w n -  
a ll h a d  a d r in k , ev e ry b o d y  w as th ro w n  in to  th e  swimm ing 
p o o l ! S o  fa r  th e  B a n d  h ave  o n ly  b e e n  ab le  to  play two 
c ric k e t m a tc h e s  d u e  to  th e  w e a th e r  c o n d itio n s  an d  other 
c o m m itm en ts . B o th  g am es h av e  b e e n  a g a in st M anners 
C lu b  (w h ere  all th e  w a s te rs  res id e ). T h e  first gam e was 
a d ra w  d u e  to  b a d  lig h t  (A p ril  30). M a in  fea tu res  of this 
g am e w e re  L /C p l.  D e n n is  B in n s  to o k  a w icke t w ith  his 
f irs t b a ll;  B d sm . N a s h  to o k  a w ick e t w ith  h is  fourth 
b a ll ;  L /C p l.  C la rk  w as th e  to p  sc o re r  w ith  23 runs. 
S co res  w e re : B an d , 100 to  9 d e c la re d ;  M a rin e rs  Club, 
27 fo r 3. A  c o u p le  o f  w eeks la te r  (M ay  12) w e had a 
r e tu rn  m a tc h . T h is  t im e  th e  B a n d  te a m  completely 
r o u te d  M a rin e rs ,  g e tt in g  th e m  all o u t  fo r  29. P- 
C o o p e r  w as th e  d e s tro y e r  tak in g  five w icke ts in  th r 
o v ers  fo r  o n e  ru n . T h is  in c lu d e d  a h a t- tric k .
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Band also h a d  a lit tle  b o th e r  s ta r tin g  b u t  p assed  M a rin e rs  
score w ith  3 w ick e ts  d o w n . B dsm . R oy  A b ra h a m s  d id  a 
“ T re v o r  B ailey  ”  o n  u s — 35 m in u te s  w ith o u t  sco rin g  a 
ru n , b u t  C p l. C o o p e r  w as g e ttin g  ru n s  fro m  th e  o th e r  
end, it w as e n o u g h  fo r  u s  to  c o n tin u e  on  o u r  w in n in g  w ay.

A fter  m u c h  “  fo o t slo g g in g  ”  a n d  reh earsals  w ith  th e  
G uyana P o lice  B a n d  a n d  D ru m s, w e to o k  p a r t  in  th e  
In d ep e n d e n c e  D a y  C e le b ra tio n s . F o r  th e  ac tu a l P a rad e  
we jo in e d  fo rces  w ith  th e  P o lice  B a n d  a n d  D ru m s  so 
th a t w e w ere  ab le  to  d o m in a te  th e  P a rad e  in  “  Black 
and W h ite  ” !

T h e  B and  h av e  h a d  th e  u su a l ru n  o f  M ess  lu n ch e o n s , 
d in n er p a rtie s , e tc . T h e  m id -d a y  lu n ch eo n  p a rty  w h ich  
follow ed th e  In d e p e n d e n c e  D a y  w as a tte n d e d  b y  
H .R .H . D u k e  o f  K e n t.  B efore  leav ing  th e  O fficers’ 
M ess he  w as in tro d u c e d  to  th e  B a n d m a ste r  an d  m em b e rs  
of th e  B and .

T h ro u g h o u t o u r  to u r  o f  G u y a n a  w e h ave  g iv en  a 
series o f  p u b lic  B a n d s tan d  C o n c e rts  in  G eo rg e to w n ; 
also B eat R e tre a t in  th e  In d e p e n d e n c e  P ark , G eo rg e ­
tow n , an d  g iven  a w eek ly  co n c e r t a t  th e  local ho sp ita l 
(S t. Josephs).

I t  is so n ice  to  b e  aw ay fro m  th e  sm oky  cities. T a lk in g  
of sm oking , sev era l m e m b e rs  o f  th e  B an d  h ave  tak e n  u p  
p ipe sm o k in g  a n d  th e  B a n d  h ave  b e e n  in v ited  to  p lay  a t 
various C o m p a n y  “  S m o k e rs .”  T h e  C o m p a n y  loca­
tions a re  u p  a n d  d o w n  th e  c o u n try , so  w e h av e  m an ag ed  
to  see a lit tle  o f  G u y a n a . A ll S m o k in g  C o n c e rts  have 
been  w ell a tte n d e d  a n d  en jo y ed  b y  all. O n e  p a rticu la r  
trip  took  u s  th e  w h o le  d ay — tra v e llin g  b y  tra in , b o a t an d  
th en  tru c k . T h e  t ra in  r id e  to o k  u s  a b o u t  fo u r  h o u rs. 
L t. P ack h am  a c co m p an ied  th e  B and  o n  th is  t r ip  an d  
suggested  th a t  w e tak e  o u r  o w n  B ar. W e d id  j u s t  th a t  
and  th e  jo u rn e y  on ly  seem ed  to  tak e  h a lf  a s  long . W h ile  
on  th is t r ip  to  P o r t  M o u ra n t  w e n o t o n ly  p lay ed  to  th e  
troops b u t  to  th e  local h o sp ita l a n d  th e  S u g a r  E s ta te  
(A lbion), n o t  fo rg e ttin g  th e  C iv ic  C e n tre . O n  o u r  w ay 
back fro m  P o r t  M o u ra n t  w e h a d  to  p lay  a t all th e  m ain  
sta tio n s; th is  w as a re q u e s t  m ad e  b y  th e  C o m m an d in g  
Officer. O u r  t r ip  to  th e  E n m o re  E sta te  (M a jo r  P o lla rd ’s 
C om pany) w as m ad e  v e ry  p lea sa n t in d eed . W e  jo in e d  
in  th e  sw im m in g  a n d  p lay ed  ten n is  in  th e  a fte rn o o n . 
T h e  B and gave a c o n c e r t in  th e  ev en in g  a n d  th e n  jo in e d  
in  th e  social d r in k in g  a n d  ch a tte r.

W e h e ld  a B an d  a n d  D ru m s  “ J u m p - U p ”  “  G e ttin g  to  
K now  Y ou ”  in  th e  T o u c a n  C lu b  ( th e  G a rr iso n  N A A F I, 
G eorgetow n) a n d  th e  p a r ty  w as w ell su p p o rte d  b y  th e  
fem ale staffs o f  M essrs . B ookers S to res  L td . an d  M essrs. 
F o g arty ’s L td .

T h e  local m u sic  h as  h i t  th e  D a n c e  B an d  in  th e  neck. 
W e have fo u n d  th a t  th e  locals c a n n o t really  affo rd  a 
E uropean  D an ce  B an d  p lu s  th e  fac t th a t  th e y  d o  n o t 
really a p p rec ia te  o u r  so rt  o f  m u sic , so th e  R eg im en ta l 
D ance B and  h av e  b e e n  h av in g  a  n ice  lo n g  res t. I t  is 
an tic ipa ted  th a t  th ey  w ill b e  p e rfo rm in g  a t th e  Q u e e n ’s 
College sh o rtly . A ll M e ss  fu n c tio n s , “  J u m p -U p s ,” 
etc., have h a d  th e ir  m u sic  s u p p lie d  b y  th e  local M u sic -  
M a n  (th is  ch ap  p lay s  a v e ry  lo u d  g ram o p h o n e) and  
recently  b y  o u r  o w n  C o rp s  o f  D ru m s  S teel B and. A s 
Band to  S teel B an d  w e rea lly  c o n g ra tu la te  th e m  on th e ir  
fine effort a n d  v a ried  rep e rto ire .

I t  w as req u e s ted  th a t  th e  B an d  sh o u ld  p lay  a t th e  
U n iversity  T e a c h e r s ’ T ra in in g  C o llege  as a t r ib u te  to
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M r. P o tte r , w ho  c o m p o sed  th e  m u sic  fo r  th e  G u y a n a  
N a tio n a l A n th e m . M r. P o tte r  h a d  recen tly  re t ire d  as 
P rin c ip a l o f  th e  T e a c h e rs  T ra in in g  U n iv e rs ity  C o llege 
in  G u y an a .

E arly  in  M ay  B d sm . “  F lo g g e r ” H u ll a n d  T e r ry  
W rig h t v o lu n te e re d  to  go  to  W in e p e ru  S p o rts  an d  
A d v e n tu re  t ra in in g  c e n tre , w ay  u p  th e  E sseq u ib o  
R iver. B o th  o f  th e m  co m p la in e d  th a t  i t  w as h a rd  g raft 
an d  th a t  th ey  d id  n o t even  g e t a s h o t  a t  a n y  w ild  life.

Since b e in g  p o s te d  to  S o u th  A m erica , B d sm . V ic to r 
P e te rso n , w h o  co m es f ro m  T r in id a d ,  has o n  o ccasions 
b een  ab le  to  ge t h o m e  to  see h is  fam ily . H e  h as  o ften  
in v ited  m an y  o f  h is  frie n d s  f ro m  th e  B an d  to  sp e n d  a

(Photo: ‘ Soldier’)
H .R .H . T he D u ke  o f  K e n t  ta lk ing  to B andm aster M c S h c n e

w eek en d  in  T r in id a d . C p l. “  B o n an za  ”  B ean o  R ose 
th o u g h t fo r  a tim e  h e  w as w ith  th e  “  B an d aro sa  ”  
(P o n d aro sa) a fte r  b a ttlin g  w ith  a h o rse  th a t  fina lly  got 
aw ay. H e  is n ow  say ing  “  A  H o rse , a H o rse — M y  F lu te  
— fo r a  H o rs e .” W e  u n d e rs ta n d  th a t  o u r  re c e n t 
a rra n g e m e n t b y  th e  B a n d m a ste r  o f  “  B onanza Ska ”  w as 
d ed ica ted  to  C p l. R ose  o v er th e  in c id e n t. T h e  h o rse  
w as o w n ed  by  th e  local F ire  C h ie f  In sp e c to r  w h o  lives 
in  th e  v ic in ity  o f  th e  B a n d ’s a c co m m o d atio n  in 
G eo rg e to w n .

W e w o u ld  like to  co n g ra tu la te  th e  fo llow ing  fo r  a t ­
te m p tin g  to  sw im  w h ile  s tay in g  a t th e  M a rin e rs  C lu b —  
C pl. J . C h e s te r , L /C p l.  D . B in n s a n d  L /C p l.  B ern a rd  
Y ates, w h o  n ow  n o t on ly  d r in k s  like  a fish, b u t  sw im s 
like one  too !

H
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C O R P S  O F  D R U M S

(Photos: ‘ Soldier’)
(T o p )  Independence Celebrations, Guyana—Beating of Retreat.
(B o tto m ) Corps of Drum s playing in the garden of the W.O.s and Sergeants’ M ess, Georgetown, 
the visit of H.R.H. The Duke of Kent
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Cpl. C live F re n c h  a n d  B d sm . R oy  A b ra h a m s, A llen  
S later a n d  V ic to r P e te rso n  to o k  a  w eek o ff to  go  w ith  o n e  
o f  the  o rg an ised  t r ip s  th ro u g h  th e  ju n g le  to  see  th e  
K a iteu r Falls.

W e c o n g ra tu la te  L /C p l .  E . B. C ro m p to n  w h o  ce le ­
b rated  h is  n in e  y e a rs ’ w e d d in g  a n n iv e rsary  o n  J u ly  
27, 1966.

O n e  o f  o u r  F re n c h  h o rn  p lay ers , A lfre d  (A lfie) T u b b  
w en t to  th e  “  M a tte rh o rn  ”  B ar to  fin d  o u t  w h a t w as th e  
“  m a t te r -w i th -h is -h o rn .”  H e  r e tu rn e d  w ith  a n  ech o  
effect. O u r  c u r r e n t  s ig n a tu re  tu n e  is “ Big, B ig B am b o o ” 
b u t w e th in k  w e  w ill ch an g e  i t  to  “  B ye-B ye  Black 
B ird .” B an d  1 X M  o o p s! S o rry  B an d  1 M X .

CORPS OF DRUM S

S ince  th e  las t n o te s  w e  h av e  m o v ed  y e t aga in , to  th e  
land  o f th e  s u n  a n d , X M  ru m  (w e th in k  th ey  a re  g o ing  to  
change th e  X M  to  M X  a n d  call u s  “  T h e  H a p p y  
R eg im en t ” ). W e  alw ays th o u g h t th a t  slavery  h a d  b een  
abolished  b u t  w e  w ere  so o n  to  fin d  o u t  th a t  th is  is n o t so.

M an y  th in g s  h av e  h a p p e n ed  to  m ak e  o u r  life o u t h e re  
h ap p y  an d  in te re s tin g . Severa l o f  th e  m e n  h ave  b een  to  
th e  T ra in in g  C e n tre  a t  W in e p e ru  a n d  w e p lay ed  in  th e  
S erg ean ts’ M e ss  w h e n  th e  D u k e  o f  K e n t w as v is itin g ; 
B eating R e tre a t;  F la g -R a is in g  C e re m o n y ; Q u e e n ’s 
B irth d ay  P a ra d e ;  a n d  w e h av e  fo rm ed  a  S tee l B and  
w hich  p lays a t  C o m p a n y  a n d  P la to o n  “  S m o k ers  ”  an d  
“  J u m p -U p s .”

T h e  D ru m s  le ft N o r th e rn  I re la n d  o n  A p ril 17, an d  
a rriv ed  a t A tk in so n  B ase o n  A p ril  18, to  b e  m e t b y  th e  
D ru m -M a jo r  w h o  in fo rm e d  u s  th a t  th e re  w as p len ty  
o f  h a rd  w o rk  to  b e  d o n e . H e  w as n o t k id d in g  a n d  w e 
w en t r ig h t  in to  i t  t h a t  v ery  m o rn in g , so rtin g  o u t o u r  new  
hom e.

O u r  f irst p u b lic  p e rfo rm a n c e  w as on  A lb u h e ra  D ay  
and  we say  th a t  G e o rg e to w n  s till does n o t k n o w  w h a t h it 
them . W e th in k  th a t  th e  lu ck ies t m an  in  B .G . th a t  day  
was the  G o v e rn o r  a n d  C o m m a n d e r-in -C h ie f . W e often  
w o n d er if  h e  w o u ld  h av e  a p p re c ia te d  i t;  w e sha ll n ev er 
know. T h e  re s t o f  th e  G a rr iso n  w ere  n o t so  lucky, 
how ever. C ol. D ew ar, th e  G a rr iso n  C o m m a n d e r  j 
accep ted  i t  in  g o o d  h e a r t ;  in  fac t h e  w as late  fo r  w ork  
w aiting  fo r  u s . H e  w as in  rea lly  g ood  fo rm  a n d  w e 
played o u r  “  G e n e ra l  S a lu te  ”  w h ic h  w as “  W in g s  o f  a 
D ove .” W e  a re  s u re  th a t  G eo rg e to w n  w ill n ev e r 
forget “  O u r  D a y .”

T w o  days b e fo re  In d e p e n d e n c e  D ay  w e s ta r te d  th e  ball 
ro lling  w ith  a B ea tin g  o f  R e tre a t. T h is  w as p e rfo rm ed  
at the  P a rad e  S q u a re  in  W a te rlo o  S tre e t  a n d  w as a  g rea t 
success. W e m arc h e d  o ff  a n d  d isap p ea red  th ro u g h  
‘ R ed an d  Y ellow  ” sm o k e . A  rem ark  f ro m  R .Q .M .S .

G. S im m o n s w as “  I t  b ro u g h t a lu m p  in  m y  th ro a t  to  
see th em  d isa p p e a rin g  th ro u g h  th e  O ld  R ed  a n d  Y ellow .” 
T h e  fo llow ing d a y  w e p lay ed  o u ts id e  th e  S e rg ea n ts ’ M ess 
w hile th e  D u k e  o f  K e n t  w as v isitin g  th e  W .O .s  an d  
Sergeants.

T h e  F la g -R a is in g  C e re m o n y  to o k  p lace  on  In d e ­
pen d en ce  S q u a re  a t  2200 h rs . ,  M a y  26. T h e  m assed  
Band an d  D ru m s  w e re  th e  f irst o n  p a ra d e . T h is  was 
followed b y  S tee l B an d s, a P .T .  d isp lay  b y  th e  G u y an a  
D efence F o rc e  a n d  a p a ra d e  o f  T o y  S o ld ie rs  tra in e d  b y
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th e  R eg im en ta l S e rg e a n t-M a jo r,  w ho  n o t on ly  sh o w ed  
th em  ho w  to  d r ill  b y  n u m b e rs  b u t  lau g h  as w ell! T h e y  
p u t  o n  a  fine p e rfo rm a n c e  w ith  th e  C o rp s  o f  D ru m s  
p lay in g  th e  m usic .

W e h av e  n o w  fo rm e d  a S tee l B an d  w ith  th e  a id  o f  a 
local ch ap  w h o m  w e knowr as “  D a n n y .”  T h e  S teel 
B an d  w as acce p te d  writh  m ix e d  fee lin g s  b y  ev ery o n e  
an d  q u ite  a  few  th o u g h t  it  to  b e  a  c o m p le te  w aste  o f  
m o n ey  a n d  tim e  b u t  th e y  h av e  all e a te n  th e i r  w o rd s  
becau se  i t  u n d o u b te d ly  h a s  b e e n  th e  m o s t su ccessfu l 
th in g  th e  D ru m s  h ave  d o n e  in  a lo n g  tim e.

W e  w o u ld  like  to  th a n k  all th o se  w h o  h ave  h e lp e d  us, 
especially  th e  M .T .  fo r  p u t t in g  u p  w ith  u s , th e  W .O .s  
an d  S e rg ea n ts ’ M e ss  fo r  th e i r  s u p p o rt ,  a n d  las t, b u t  n o t 
least, D a n n y , w h o  m ad e  all th e  p a n s  h im se lf , 36 in  all. 
U n d e r  h is  e x p e rt tu it io n  w e w e re  ab le  to  d o  o u r  f irst 
p e rfo rm a n c e  a fte r  on ly  th re e  wreeks o f  h a rd  p rac tic e , 
an d  s in ce  th e n  w e h ave  h a d  b o o k in g s a  m o n th  in  ad v an ce . 
W e a re  lo o k in g  fo rw a rd  to  sh o w in g  ou rse lv es  a n d  th e  
R e g im e n t o ff w h en  w e g e t to  N o r th e rn  Ire lan d .

C p l. M a rq u is s  has  re jo in ed  u s  a fte r  tw o  y ea rs  as  an 
in s tru c to r  a t  th e  J u n io r  S o ld ie rs ’ C o m p a n y  a t  C a n te r ­
b u ry . W elco m e back . W e w o u ld  like to  c o n g ra tu la te  
th e  fo llow ing  o n  p ro m o tio n : S g t. D aw so n , C p l. P a rk er, 
C p l. L a w n , a n d  L /C p ls .  D av id so n , F u r lo tte , C la re  a n d  
C h a p m a n , a n d  also  H a r ry  B ro d ie  a n d  h is  w ife  o n  th e  
b ir th  o f  a b a b y  b oy . W e a re  p leased  to  say  th a t  th e  bo y  
looks m o re  like  h is  m o th e r  th a n  h is fa th e r. T h a n k  
goodness! T o n y  C ro ss  has le f t  th e  ran k s  o f  th e  
b ach elo rs  a n d  g o t h im se lf  h i tc h e d . W e w ish  th e m  b o th  
lo ts  o f  luck .

A  larg e  ca le n d a r  w as fixed to  th e  w all o f  th e  D ru m s  
R o o m  w ith  th e  a m o u n t o f  d ay s  to  do . W e w ere  w o rk in g  
on  th e  a s su m p tio n  th a t  o u r  s tay  w o u ld  b e  sev en  m o n th s  
b u t w e fo u n d  th e  d ay s  w ere  g o ing  to o  q u ick ly  a n d  w e 

n  fo u n d  o u t  w hy . O u r  H a r ry  w as c a u g h t c ro ss in g  
th re e  days a t  a tim e . H is  ex cu se— h e  w a n te d  to  
h o m e  q u ick e r. H e  w as n o t  k id d in g .

T H E  D I E - H A R D S

M t  is  t o  y o u r  a d v a n t a g e  t o

BEC O M E A  R E G U L A R  S U B S C R IB E R  

T O  T H E JO U R N A L

IT KEEPS Y O U  IN T O U C H  W IT H  

T H E R EG IM E N T  A N D  Y O U R  O LD  

F R IE N D S. W H Y  N O T  P L A C E  A N  

O R D E R  FO R  A  C O P Y  N O W
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“ A ”  CO M PAN Y

O u r  final d a y s  in  N o r th e r n  I re la n d  w e re  h ig h lig h te d  
b y  E x e rc ise  “  M a d  H a t te r .”  T h is  w as a n  O fficers ' an d  
S e rg e a n ts ’ e n d u ra n c e  ex erc ise  d u r in g  w h ic h  th e  C .S .M . 
p ro v e d  th a t  a  fo u r -p o in t  la n d in g  in  so ft m u d  f ro m  a 
s to n e  w a ll g u a ra n te e d  a  g rac e fu l s lid e  o f  so m e  te n  fee t 
t h u s  sa v in g  th a t  a m o u n t  o f  w a lk in g , a n d  th a t  so lita ry  
I r i s h  ra m s  w e re  b e t te r  a v o id e d . A lso  th e  O .C . p ro v ed  
t h a t  o n e  v a lley  o n  th e  m a p  c o u ld  lo o k  ex actly  like  
a n o th e r ,  th u s  c re a t in g  s u b s ta n tia l  d e to u rs .  H o w ev er, 
o n c e  th e  ex e rc ise  w as o v e r w e  w e re  w e ll in to  th e  th ro e s  
o f  p re p a r in g  fo r  th e  B a tta lio n  m o v e ;  o u r  b lo ck  leave 
p e r io d  w as f ro m  M a rc h  4 -1 6  a n d  th e  A d v a n c e  P a r ty  
w as aw ay  o n  M a rc h  22.

W e  w e re  e x tre m e ly  fo r tu n a te  in  h av in g  th e  task  o f 
ta k in g  o v e r  D ia m o n d  E s ta te  a n d  T a k a m a  B a ttle  C a m p  
w ith  C o m p a n y  H e a d q u a r te r s  a n d  th e  T h i r d  P la to o n  a t

N o . 4  P la to o n ’s t r ip ,  fo r  u s  w h o  w e re  o f  co u rse  very 
n e w  to  th e  c o u n try , w as q u ite  a n  ex p e rien ce . T he 
P la to o n  a rr iv e d  a t  N e w  A m s te rd a m  a t  a b o u t  1900 hrs. 
a n d  w e re  m e t  b y  a v e ry  w e lco m e  g ro u p  fro m  “ B ” 
C o m p a n y  a t R o se  H a ll w h o  s u p p lie d  te a  a n d  sandw iches. 
T h e  fe r ry  h a d  le ft G e o rg e to w n  o n  th e  ev en in g  o f the 
p rev io u s  F r id a y  w ith  C p l. B lack m an  a n d  a sm all party 
g u a rd in g  30 to n s  o f  s to re s  o n  b o a rd . T h e  fe rry  was due 
to  leave  N e w  A m s te rd a m  a t  2 100  h rs .  B y  th e  tim e the 
P la to o n  3- to n  v e h ic le  w ith  t ra i le r  a n d  all th e  soldiers 
h a d  b e e n  p ac k ed  a b o a rd  th e  M .V . Pom eroon  it was 
w ith in  m in u te s  o f  d e p a r tu re  tim e . T h e  sm all ship 
se em e d  to  b e  d a n g e ro u s ly  o v e rlo a d e d  a n d  ap p eared  to 
h av e  s le e p in g  f ig u res  p ac k ed  th re e  d eep  o n  ev e ry  square 
fo o t o f  v a c a n t  d eck  sp ace . H o w e v e r, sh e  staggered 
aw ay  f ro m  th e  q u a y  s id e  a n d  s ta r te d  o n  th e  lo n g  journey 
u p  r iv e r  j u s t  a b o u t  o n  t im e . T h e  t im e  tab le  fo r  the 
fe r ry  gave th e  a rr iv a l t im e  a t  T a k a m a  as 1500 h rs . (plus

Nature boys at Takama 
Creek

F ro m  le ft  to r ig h t:  LlCpl. 
D a ly , C p l. H a r t ,  P tes. Shep­
herd , H ozcick, M urphy, 

W oodhouse

A tk in so n  B ase to  s ta r t  o u r  to u r  in  G u y a n a . T h is  fa r-  
f lu n g  e m p ire  p ro v e d  a g ood  c h a n ce  fo r  u s  all to  see  a 
v e ry  la rg e  a m o u n t o f  th is  e x tra o rd in a ry  c o u n try  in  a 
s h o r t  t im e ; esp ec ia lly  as w e  w e re  g iv en  th e  ta sk  o f 
m o u n tin g  th e  f irst m a jo r  e x p e d itio n  f ro m  th e  B a tta lio n  
to  K a m a ra n g , th e  d e ta ils  o f  w h ic h  a re  g iv en  e lsew here . 
U n fo r tu n a te ly  d u e  to  u n fo re se e n  a irc ra f t  de lay s  th e  m a in  
b o d y  d id  n o t  a rr iv e  in  A tk in so n  u n til  A p ril  17. N o . 1 
P la to o n  w e re  p u s h e d  d o w n  to  D ia m o n d  E s ta te  v e ry  
q u ick ly , u n d e r  c o m m a n d  o f  S g t. W illis  as 2 /L t.  T r u m a n  
w as aw ay  o n  th e  K a m a ra n g  t r ip .  N o . 3 P la to o n , a fte r  
a w eek ’s in te n s iv e  p re p a ra tio n , w e re  o ff to  th e  in te r io r  
on  A p ril  23 a n d  tw o  d ay s la te r  N o . 4  P la to o n , a cco m ­
p a n ie d  b y  th e  O .C . d id  th e  t r ip  to  T a k a m a  v ia  th e  
q u a in t ,  w ild -w es t ty p e  ra ilw ay  f ro m  G eo rg e to w n  to  
N e w  A m ste rd a m  a n d  th e n  b y  a v e ry  c ro w d e d  fe rry  u p  
th e  B erb ice  to  T a k a m a .

o r  m in u s )  th e  n e x t  d ay . T h is  v a g u e  a ssu ra n c e  th a t  the 
P la to o n  w o u ld  g e t th e re  so m e tim e  w as ju s tif ie d  as the 
fe rry , a fte r  d o c k in g  a t  ev e ry  m iss io n , “  s te llin g  ” (or 
q u ay ) o n  th e  w ay , fin a lly  p u lle d  in to  T a k a m a  “  stelling 
a t  1900 h rs .  B y  th e  t im e  th e  s to re s  h a d  b e e n  off-loaded 
a n d  th e  s ix -m ile  tra c k  jo u rn e y  to  T a k a m a  h ad  been 
c o m p le te d  it w as  n e a rly  m id n ig h t  a n d  a v e ry  weary 
P la to o n  b e d d e d  d o w n  fo r  th e  n ig h t  in  th e  o ld  cattle 
sh e d s  a t  T a k a m a . T h e  e n su in g  w eeks w e re  sp en t in 
so m e  e x trem e ly  u se fu l m o r ta r  t ra in in g  a n d  intensive 
c a m p  m a in te n a n c e  a n d  re p a ir . T h e  c am p  had  
m a n n e d  o n ly  b y  a sm a ll h o ld in g  p a r ty  fo r  som e weeks 
an d  h a d  fa llen  b a d ly  in to  d isre p a ir , so  a larg e  effort at 
c le a n in g  u p  w as req u ired . A n  u n fo r tu n a te  m isrepre 
se n ta tio n  o f  th e  o rd e r  “  to  sw eep  th ro u g h  ” fo u n d  some 
o f  th e  P la to o n  a rm e d  w ith  b ass  b ro o m s  c lea rin g  th e  area 
in  re a r  o f  th e  co o k h o u se  o n  a n  ev en in g  sh o rtly  a fter t  e

V L  Sbi

P la to o n ’s a rr iv a l. T h is  cau sed  a p la in tiv e  c ry  f ro m  one
o f th e  p a r ty :  “  I ’ve sw e p t th e  .................. d e s e r t  in
T o b ru k . I ’ve  sw e p t th e  ...................  ju n g le  in  S o u th
A m erica. N e x t w e’ll a ll be  a t th e  N o r th  P o le  w h ite ­
w ashing  t h e ..................s n o w .” D e sp ite  su c h  c o m m en t,
w ith  a b ig  c lean  u p  all a ro u n d , u n d e rb ru s h  c u t  back, 
fences b u ilt  a n d  s tre n g th e n e d  to  keep  o u t th e  c a ttle  a n d  
a m agn ificen t e ffo rt o n  th e  p a r t  o f  P te s . B u tle r , O sb o rn e , 
W ilson  a n d  B arlo w  b y  d ig g in g  th e  finest d eep  tre n c h  
la trin e  in  S o u th  A m erica , th e  fly m en ace  w as large ly  
rem oved a n d  th e  cam p  rap id ly  becam e  a fa r  m o re  
p leasan t p lac e  to  live  in  a n d  a v e ry  successfu l P la to o n  
shoot e n d e d  th e  P la to o n ’s s ta y  th ere .

N o . 1 P la to o n  d ro v e  u p  f ro m  A tk in so n  b y  ro ad  o n  
M ay 12, a n d  a f te r  p ro v in g  q u ite  po sitiv e ly  th a t  a 3 - to n  
vehicle w o u ld  n o t  go  o v e r o n e  o f  th e  b rid g es  n e a r  
T ak am a , s p e n t  so m e  th re e  w eeks th e re  field  firing. 
N o. 4  P la to o n  d ro v e  d o w n  th e  sam e tra il to  A tk in so n .

A lb u h e ra  D a y  w as s p e n t  in  as n e a r  tra d itio n a l sty le  
as possib le . N o . 4  P la to o n  jo in e d  N o . 3 P la to o n  at 
D iam o n d  fo r  a m o rn in g  o f  in te r-P la to o n  sp o rt. All 
ranks jo in e d  to g e th e r  fo r  a d r in k  th e n  N o . 4  P la to o n  
w en t b ack  to  A tk in so n  fo r  th e  tra d itio n a l lu n ch .

W e w ere  n o t  d ire c tly  inv o lv ed  in  th e  In d ep e n d e n c e  
C e leb ra tio n s  in  G eo rg e to w n  b u t  d u r in g  th e  w ho le  of 
th e  p e rio d  o f  th e  R oyal v isit d u tie s  cam e v e ry  heavily , 
as we s u p p lie d  s ta n d -b y  P la to o n s  a t n o tice  v a ry in g  from  
th re e  h o u rs  to  im m e d ia te  a n d  it w as w ith  a g rea t sense 
o f  re lief th a t  w'e ack n o w led g ed  th e  tra n s itio n  o f th e
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colony to  G u y an a . N o . 3 P la to o n  su p p lie d  a sm all 
g u a rd  o n  In d e p e n d e n c e  n ig h t  to  low er th e  U n io n  Ja ck  
o ver D ia m o n d  a t  m id n ig h t. T h is  w as a su ccessfu l 
c erem o n y  a n d  w e n t off su rp r is in g ly  q u ietly .

S h o rtly  a fte r  In d e p e n d e n c e  th e  C o m p a n y  c h an g e  
cam e a ro u n d . W e  w e re  fo rtu n a te  to  re ta in  D ia m o n d  
esta te  w ith  its  e x ce llen t c lu b  a n d  o th e r  am en itie s  b u t  
w e becam e tec h n ic a lly  th e  G e o rg e to w n  C o m p an y . N o . 
3 P la to o n  stay ed  a t  D ia m o n d , N o . 1 P la to o n  m o v ed  to  
L eo n o ra  o n  th e  w est b a n k  o f  th e  D e m e ra ra  a n d  C o m ­
p an y  H e a d q u a r te rs  a n d  N o . 4  P la to o n  w e n t to  L e g io n ­
na ires in  G e o rg e to w n  itself. T h is  w as a co m p ara tiv e ly  
q u ie t p e rio d  fo r  us. P la to o n s  ch a n g ed  a ro u n d  o n  th e  
average o f a b o u t o nce  a  fo rtn ig h t, b r isk  p a tro llin g  an d  
e x p lo ra tio n  o f  th e  E sse q u ib o  d is tr ic t  a n d  th e  islan d s in 
th e  m o u th  o f  th e  E sse q u ib o  w as c a rr ie d  o u t  a n d  C o m ­
p a n y  H e a d q u a r te rs  m an a g e d  to  fly th e  O .C .’s flag  a t 
b o th  L e o n o ra  a n d  D ia m o n d  fo r  a b o u t  te n  days each  
tim e . M e an w h ile  N o . 1 P la to o n  p ro v e d  th e  ro u te  fo r  
th e  B a tta lio n  se ries o f  v isits  to  th e  K a ie te u r  falls. T h e  
ra in y  season  w as u p o n  u s  a n d  th is  cau sed  sev ere  flooding  
in  p laces (L e o n o ra  h a d  n in e  in ch es  o f  ra in  in  12 h o u rs  
o n  one  n ig h t) ;  i t  a lso  b ro u g h t a m ark e d  in crease  in  
m o sq u ito es  a n d  o th e r  fau n a  seek ing  sh e lte r. T h e  p r iz e  
in  th is  re sp e c t d e fin ite ly  goes to  L t .  D an ie ll  w h o  a t 
L eg io n n aires  p u t  h is  s h ir t  o n  one m o rn in g  a n d  fo u n d  
th e re  w as a b a t  in  it. T h e  e n su in g  u p ro a r  w as n o t 
lessen ed  b y  re fe ren ces  to  b e lfr ie s  in  c o n n e c tio n  w ith  th e  
sam e P la to o n  C o m m a n d e r .

T h e  N O R W O O D

P h a r m a c y  1 3 6 a  H i g h  S t . ,  H o l y  w o o d  3 1 9 3

Stockists of exclusive French Perfumes by: 
Jean Dessees, Faberge, Le Galion, 
Coty, Hartnell, Weil, Schiaparelli etc. 

We also stock a comprehensive range o f: 
Baby foods,
Medicinal and Photographic products, 
Cosmetics by well-known agencies

AS USUAL AT CHRISTMAS TIME OUR
SPECIAL GIFT DISPLAY WILL BE WELL WORTH A VISIT
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W ith  th e  f re q u e n t  P la to o n  c h a n g es  it  d id  n o t  seem  
lo n g  b e fo re  w e  w e re  o n  th e  m o v e  o n c e  m o re , th is  tim e  
to  th e  B e rb ic e  a rea . T h e  m o v e  to o k  p lace  o v e r  th e  
p e r io d  J u ly  14-20 , a n d  w e  a re  a tte n tu a te d  h e re  b y  th e  
te m p o ra ry  d e ta c h m e n t  o f  N o . 4  P la to o n  to  “  C  ”  C o m ­
p a n y  a t  A tk in so n  in  o rd e r  th a t  th e y  m ay  m ak e  a n o th e r  
v is i t  to  T a k a m a  to  u se  th a t  u n p a ra lle le d  a rea  fo r  fir in g  
th e  re m a in d e r  o f  th e  m o rta r  a m m u n itio n  e n ti t le m e n t.  
N o . 3 P la to o n  a t  th e  tim e  o f  w r i tin g  a re  a t  P o r t  M o u ra n t  
w i th  N o . 1 P la to o n  a n d  C o m p a n y  H e a d q u a r te rs  a t 
E n m o re .  O n c e  ag a in  h e re  th e  a c ce n t is  o n  p a tro l lin g  
a n d  a d v e n tu re  tra in in g , p r in c ip a lly  e x p lo r in g  th e  v a rio u s  
la rg e  r iv e rs  th a t  a b o u n d  h e re .

T h e  a c c e n t  in  th e  s p o rts  field  h as  b e e n  o n  th e  B a tta lio n  
so c ce r a n d  ru g b y  team s. C /S g t.  M ile s  has a p p e a re d  
reg u la rly  fo r  th e  S o c c e r X I  a n d  L t .  L o w rie  a n d  C p l. 
B la c k b u rn  fo r  th e  R u g b y  X V . In te r -P la to o n  a n d  in te r ­
c o m p a n y  s p o r t  h a s  p ro v e d  d ifficu lt d u e  to  th e  g rea t 
d is ta n c es  in v o lv ed  b u t  n u m e ro u s  s p o rts  h av e  b e e n  
p la y e d  a g a in s t lo ca l tea m s , n o t  th e  leas t o f  w h ic h  h as  
b e e n  th e  s tro n g  te a m  fie ld ed  reg u la rly  a t  D ia m o n d  b y  
B o o k ers  a n d  F o g a r ty s  s to re s  in  th e  local g am e k n o w n  as 
J u m p - U p .  T h e s e  w e re  w ith o u t e x c ep tio n  en o rm o u s ly  
su c ce ss fu l m a tc h e s  a n d  w e  su ffe red  n o  c asu a ltie s  f ro m  
th e m ; w e  h o p e  to  c o n tin u e  th ese  f ix tu res  a t  E n m o re  a n d  
P o r t  M o u ra n t  a g a in s t m o re  local ta len t.

T h e  C o m p a n y  s tr e n g th  h as  b e e n  m a in ta in e d  a t  a 
fa ir ly  s te a d y  100 s in ce  o u r  a rr iv a l h e re . S in ce  th e  la s t 
issu e  o f  th e  J o u rn a l  w e  h av e  b id  farew ell to  S g t. W illis  
to  th e  S e rg e a n ts ’ M e ss  a t  A tk in so n , C p l. B la c k b u rn  
(o n ly  te m p o ra r i ly  wre h o p e ) to  th e  R .P ., P te s . B ro o m e  
a n d  F o g e l to  th e  O fficers’ M e ss  in  G e o rg e to w n  a n d  P te . 
D a v e y  w h o  h a s  le f t  u s  to  m o v e  to  c iv ilian  life. W e  w ish  
h im  all th e  b e s t  in  th e  p lu m b in g  t ra d e . W e  w e lco m e  
L t .  L o w rie , S g t. A rg e n t,  C p ls . P lu m b  a n d  T e r ry ,  L /C p l .  
W a tso n , P te s . M c L a u g h lin , Q u in n , O ’B rien , O ’D o n a g -  
h u e , K o w a tc h , B a rn e tt ,  C u n n in g h a m  a n d  G o o d w in  w ho  
h av e  jo in e d  u s  e ith e r  f ro m  o th e r  C o m p a n ie s  o r  f ro m  th e  
D e p o t.  O u r  c o n g ra tu la tio n s  go  to  C a p t .  a n d  M rs . C la rk e  
o n  th e  a rr iv a l o f  tw in s  a n d  to  S g t. a n d  M rs . S h a v e  a n d  
P te . a n d  M rs . C lev e rly  o n  th e  sa fe  a rr iv a l o f  a so n  each .

W e  a re  n o w  m o re  th a n  ha lfw ay  th ro u g h  o u r  to u r  h e re . 
W e  h av e  b e co m e  u se d  to  su g a r  e s ta tes  a n d  o f  th e i r  m a in  
b y -p ro d u c t  loca lly  k n o w n  as T h e  H a p p y  S tu ff . W e  
h av e  g o t u se d  to  b u ild in g  b a sh as  a n d  liv in g  in  th e  
ju n g le . S to rie s  o f  ta ra n tu la s ,  cay m an s, c a m o u d is , b a n k s  
a n d  o th e r  local b e a sts  a re  p rev a le n t a n d  a fte r  th e  sw am p s  
o f  F o r t  Is la n d  th e  b o g s  o f  D e r ry  w ill p re s e n t  l it tle  
p ro b le m . E v en  th e  ra in  h e re  h a s  p ro v e d  as d ry  as i t  w as 
in  I re la n d . W e  a re  a ll s ti ll  e n jo y in g  life a n d  m a n y  o f  us 
w ill b e  s o rry  to  leave. T h is  th e n  is  a d u a l farew ell fro m  
“  A  ”  C o m p a n y ; f ro m  G u y a n a  a n d  f ro m  “  A  ”  C o m ­
p a n y  1 M x . as o u r  n e x t  su b m iss io n  to  jo u rn a l  n o tes  
w ill b e  as “  A  ”  C o m p a n y  4  Q u e e n s  in  Ire la n d .

Christmas Cards
Full details and prices on page 292

K A M A R A N G  EX PED ITIO N  1966

T h e  o p e ra tio n a l s itu a tio n  w as v e ry  q u ie t  a t  th e  time 
th e  B a tta lio n  a rr iv ed . In d e p e n d e n c e  w as a m atte r  of 
o n ly  a few  w eeks a h e ad  a n d  all p o litic a l p a rtie s  in the 
c o u n try  a p p e a re d  rec o n c ile d  to  it. I t  w as d ecided  to 
t ry  a n d  e x p lo re  as  m u c h  o f  th e  c o u n try  as possib le  and 
p a rt ic u la rly  to  sh o w  th e  p re se n c e  o f B r i tish  tro o p s on 
th e  V e n e z u e la n  f ro n tie r .  T h e  G .S .O . I  o f  th e  head­
q u a r te rs  th a t  b e c am e  H .Q . B r itish  T ro o p s ,  G u y an a , was 
a  M id d le s e x  O fficer, L t .-C o l.  C . N . C la y d e n , and in 
c o n su lta tio n  w ith  th e  C o m m a n d in g  O fficer it was 
a g re e d  th a t  th e  f irs t e x p e d itio n  sh o u ld  b e  a  Platoon 
p e n e tr a tin g  a n d  th o ro u g h ly  ex p lo r in g  th e  area  o f the 
b o rd e r  to  th e  n o r th  a n d  s o u th  o f  th e  K a m a ra n g  river.

T h e  K a m a ra n g  r iv e r  r ise s  in  th e  w e s t o f  Venezuela, 
c ro sses  th e  b o rd e r  in to  G u y a n a  a n d  m e a n d e rs  som e 40 
m iles  d u e  east b e fo re  jo in in g  th e  h u g e  M a za ru n i river 
a t  K a m a ra n g  v illage. T h e  a re a  is  v e ry  th ic k ly  wooded, 
w ith  a v e ry  s te e p , ju n g le -c o v e re d  4 ,0 0 0 -ft. escarpm ent 
ru n n in g  ro u g h ly  p a ra lle l to  th e  b o rd e r  a n d  ly in g  about 
te n  m ile s  in s id e  G u y a n a . I t  is  w ild , v e ry  ru g g ed  country 
a n d  “  g o in g  ”  in  a lm o s t all a reas  is s low , t ir in g  an d  time 
co n su m in g . T h e r e  a re  tw o  sa v an n a h  a reas , one  on the 
s lo p es  o f  M o u n t  H o l i tip u  a n d  th e  o th e r  o n  to p  of the 
e sc a rp m e n t s o u th  a n d  w e s t o f  G re a t  F alls .

T h e r e  a re  occasio n a l s c a tte re d  A m e rin d ian  settlem ents 
a n d  fa rm s  in  th e  ju n g le  a n d  sev era l “ po rknocker 
c a m p s  in  th e  a re a  w h e re  p ro sp e c tin g  fo r  gold and 
d iam o n d s  is c a rr ie d  o n  th ro u g h o u t  th e  year. The 
v illag e  o f  K a m a ra n g  is th e  a d m in is tra tiv e  ce n tre  of the 
a re a  a n d  h as  a n  a ir  s tr ip  to  w h ic h  th e re  is a regular 
G u y a n a  A irw ay s D a k o ta  se rv ice  f ro m  A tk in so n  Field. 
T o  th e  w e s t o f  K a m a ra n g , p a rtic u la rly  a lo n g  th e  border, 
th e  c o u n try  is u n s u rv e y e d  a n d  is l it tle  knowrn by 
E u ro p e a n s . T h e r e  a re  A m e rin d ia n  “  lin e s ,” o r  trails, 
w h ic h  lead  acro ss  th e  b o rd e r  a n d  it h as  been  long 
su sp ec te d  th a t  th ese  a re  u se d  fo r  i ll ic it  go ld  a n d  diamond 
tra ffic  w ith  V en ezu e la . I t  w as d isc o v e red  th a t  in the 
n o r th -w e s t  o f  th e  a rea , ac ro ss  th e  W e n a m u  river on 
th e  V en e z u e la n  s id e  o f  th e  b o rd e r  th e re  is m ining 
ac tiv ity  o f  so m e  s o r t  a n d  a g o o d  all w e a th e r  road  has 
b e e n  b u i l t  le a d in g  n o r th -w e s t  to w a rd s  C aracas, but 
th e re  is  n o  re g u la r  la rg e  scale  c o m m erc ia l traffic across 
th e  b o rd e r .

I t  w as d e c id e d  th a t  “  A  ”  C o m p a n y  b ased  a t Atkinson 
F ie ld  s h o u ld  b e  g iv en  th is  ta sk  a n d  th e  e x p ed itio n  was 
to  la s t a  fo r tn ig h t ,  f ro m  A p ril 23 to  M a y  7. T h e  aim  0 
th e  e x p e d itio n  w as g iv en  to  th e  C o m p a n y  C o m m a n d e r .

“ T o  o p e ra te  a n u m b e r  o f  p a tro ls  in  th e  a rea  Kai an 
to  G re a t  F a lls  b a sed  o n  P a ru im a  w ith  th e  p u rp o se  of:

(a) O b ta in in g  u p - to -d a te  in fo rm a tio n  o f  th e  frontier 
i ts e lf  a n d  all r iv e r  a n d  tra c k  ro u te s  lead in g  to  the 
f ro n tie r .

(b) In tro d u c in g  m e m b e rs  o f  th e  G u y a n a  Defence 
F o rc e  to  th is  a re a  o f  G u y a n a .

(c) V is itin g  a n d  o b ta in in g  h e lp  a n d  co-operation 
f ro m  th e  A m e rin d ian s  o f  th e  a rea  an d  main^ 
ta in in g  a lin k  w ith  th e  p e o p le  o f  th e  B o rd e r area.

T h e  fo rw a rd  base, to  b e  s e t  u p  a t  P a ru im a  
w as to  a c t as a lia iso n  lin k  b e tw e en  th e  p a tro ls  an t
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rea r  base  a t  K a m a ra n g  village. A t K a m a ra n g  w e re  to  
be s ited  h e lic o p te rs  o f  1310 T ra n s p o r t  F lig h t  R .A .F . 
from  A tk in so n  F ie ld . T h e  P la to o n  was to  b e  flow n to  
K am aran g  f ro m  A tk in so n  b y  c h a rte re d  D a k o ta  a n d  fo u r 
pa tro ls  w ere  to  b e  lif ted  fro m  K a m a ra n g  to  v a rio u s  s ta r t  
po in ts  b y  h e lico p te r .

M ere ly  fo r  ease  o f  re fe ren ce  th e  p a tro ls  w ere  g iven  a 
co lour n ick n am e , R ed , B lue, G re e n  an d  Y ellow . E ach  
pa tro l h a d  a n  N .C .O . f ro m  th e  G u y a n a  D efen ce  F o rce  
m oving  w ith  it a n d  tw o , R e d  a n d  B lue, h a d  a co n stab le  
o f th e  G u y a n a  P o lice  F o rce . R ed  p a tro l w as co m m a n d e d  
by  th e  P la to o n  C o m m a n d e r , B lue  b y  th e  S e rg ea n t an d  
th e  o th e r  tw o  b y  C o rp o ra ls . T h e  s tre n g th  o f each  p a tro l 
was five o r  s ix  in c lu d in g  G .D .F .  an d  Police . T h e
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to  W a ra m ad a n  an d  m ove  b y  b o a t to  K am aran g . T h e  
s ta r t  p o in t fo r  B lu e  p a tro l w as o n  to p  o f th e  e sca rp m e n t 
o n  th e  o p en  sa v an n a h  a t  G re a t  Falls. T h e i r  task  w as to  
follow  th e  K u n a  r iv e r to  th e  fro n tie r , m ove a long  th e  
f ro n tie r  to  th e  U tsh i r iv e r  a n d  w o rk  d o w n  th e  U tsh i to  
P a ru im a .

T h e  G .S .O .I ,  th e  C o m m a n d in g  O fficer a n d  O .C . 
“  A  ”  C o m p a n y  c a rr ie d  o u t  a reco n n a issan ce  o f th e  
c o m p le te  a rea  b y  lig h t a irc ra f t  o n  A p ril  21 a n d  m e t M r. 
H a rry  T u r n e r  wrh o  is th e  D is tr ic t  O fficer a t K am aran g . 
A s a re su lt o f  th is  reco n n a issan ce  th e  p lan  w as slig h tly  
a lte red  w ith  re fe ren ce  to  R ed  a n d  Y ellow  ro u te s  w h ich , 
even  fro m  th e  a ir, looked  v e ry  h a rd  g o in g  fo r  u n a c c lim a ­
tised  tro o p s . T h e  r e tu rn  to  W a ra m ad a n  a n d  K a m a ra n g
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p lan n ed  p a tro l  ro u te s  a re  sh o w n  o n  th e  m a p ; R e d  an d  
G reen  s ta r te d  f ro m  K aik an , R ed  to  m ove u p  th e  W en am u  
to th e  h e a d w a te r  a n d  th e n  if  po ssib le  th ro u g h  to  th e  
savannah o n  to p  o f  th e  e sca rp m e n t a n d  G re e n  to  trave l 
dow n th e  T s h u a u  r iv e r  to  P a ru im a  an d  th en c e  b y  boa t 
to  K am aran g .

Y ellow  p a tro l  w ere  to  s ta r t  fro m  P a ru im a  an d  m ove 
op  th e  P a ru im a  r iv e r  to  th e  head w ate r . T h e y  w ere to  
a ttem p t to  p e n e tra te  u p  th e  e sca rp m e n t to  c u t th ro u g h  
to  th e  W e n am u  a n d  p o ssib ly  lin k  u p  w ith  R ed  pa tro l. 
T h ey  w ere  th e n  to  r e tu rn , fo ilow ing  th e  e sca rp m en t line

w as d e le ted  fro m  Y ellow  ro u te  a n d  in  each  case  a fixed 
d a te  fo r  o n w ard  p e n e tra tio n  w as e s ta b lish e d  b y  O .C . 
“  A  ”  C o m p an y , a n d  if  in  th e  o p in io n  o f  th e  p a tro l  lea d e r 
th e  fu ll ro u te  co u ld  n o t be  c o m p le te d  th e y  w e re  to  tu rn  
back . In  th e  e v en t n o  o n e  tu rn e d  b ack  b u t  ce rta in  
v a ria tio n s  o f  ro u te  w ere  m ad e  fo r v a rio u s  reaso n s w h ich  
w ill b e  d e scrib ed  later.

T h e  p a tro ls  w ere  flow n to  K a m a ra n g  o n  th e  m o rn in g  
o f  A p ril  23. T h e y  s tay ed  th e re  o v e rn ig h t a n d  o n  
S u n d ay , A p ril  24 w ere  lif ted  o n  to  th e ir  s ta r t  p o in ts . 
T h e y  rem a in e d  a t th e i r  s ta r t  fo r  th a t  day  to  r e c o n n o itre
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K A M A R A N G  E X P E D I T I O N

1. C p l. T horpe in his dug  out along the K a m a ra n g  R iver
2. S a v a n n a h — M t.  A ya n g a n n a  in the distance
3. Y ellow  p a tro l— T yp ica l close country
4. G reen p a tro l— P tes. L ee  a n d  R ic e , a n d  H C p l .  D eepnarine  (G .D .F .) 

B a se  P a r ty  P a ru im a — P te . D a ly  (^8 ) a n d  L t .  T ru m a n

Ü L  2 ),

th e  im m e d ia te  a rea  a n d  a rra n g e  g u id es  a n d  b o a ts  an d  
they  all m o v ed  off o n  th e ir  ro u te s  o n  M o n d a y , A p ril 25.

T h e  e x p e d itio n  n o w  b ro k e  in to  its  fo u r  c o m p o n e n ts  
ex c lu d in g  th e  b ase  p a r ty , a n d  each  o f  th e  p a tro ls  h as  a 
q u ite  d iffe re n t s to ry  to  te ll. In  a d d itio n  to  th e  fo rm al 
rep o r t g iv en  b y  each  p a tro l  c o m m a n d e r, th e y  w ere 
o rd e re d  to  m a in ta in  a  d e ta iled , d a y -to -d ay  d ia ry  o f  th e ir  
ex p erien ces  a n d  th ese , s lig h tly  p a ra p h ra se d , w ere  
a tta c h ed  a s  A n n ex es  to  th e  official e x p ed itio n  re p o r t  
w h ich  w as fo rw a rd e d  to  H .Q . B ritish  F o rces , G u y an a . 
T h e y  m ak e  m o st in te re s t in g  read in g . D u e  to  th e  w ild  
n a tu re  o f  th e  c o u n try , R e d  a n d  Y ellow  p a tro ls  h a d  th e  
m o st fo rm id a b le  tasks.

R ed  p a tro l  a lo n g  th e  W e n am u  r iv e r  w h ich  in itse lf  
fo rm s th e  f ro n t ie r  fo r  a  la rg e  p a r t  o f  its  len g th , w as led  
b y  L t. L o w rie . A lth o u g h  h e  m an ag ed  to  m o v e  b y  h ire d  
d u g  o u t  fo r  th e  f irs t few  days, th e  p o rtag es  becam e  m o re  
a n d  m o re  f re q u e n t  d u e  to  larg e  falls a n d  rap id s  a n d  so lid  
packs o f  fa llen  tre e s  a n d  o n  S u n d a y , M a y  1 h e  h a d  to  
a b a n d o n  th e  b o a ts . I t  w as a t th is  p o in t  th a t  h is g u id e  
a n d  so m e  o th e r  A m e rin d ian s  w ith  h im  in fo rm e d  h im  
th a t  th e y  w e re  in  u n e x p lo re d  te r r ito ry  a n d  th ey  h ad  
n ev er b e e n  fu r th e r  u p  riv e r. M e an w h ile  o n  th e  first 
he lico p te r  r e s u p p ly  d ay  h e  h a d  b een  fo rced  to  evacua te  
tw o o f  th e  so ld ie rs  o f  h is  p a tro l  w h o  w ere  su ffe rin g  fro m  
acu te  s u n b u rn  o n  th e i r  faces a n d  h a n d s . T h e  o n ly  o th e r  
casua lty  o n  th is  p a tro l  w as th e  G u y a n a  P o lice  rep re se n ta ­
tive , C o n s ta b le  Je rv is , wrh o  k e p t  g o ing  v e ry  w ell in d eed  
un til h e  su d d e n ly  co llap sed . H e  w as flow-n back  to  
P a ru im a  a n d  a s  h e  ce le b ra te d  h is  5 0 th  b ir th d a y  th e re  
on  M a y  5 h e  h a d  p u t  u p  a rem ark ab le  effort. T h is  
p a tro l w as th e  o n ly  o n e  o f  th e  fo u r  th a t  h a d  an y  lu ck  in  
seeing  m u c h  w ild  life. B esides caym an , a p ro fu s io n  of 
b ird  life a n d  m o n k ey s, som e o f  th e  fau n a  cam e a little  
too c lose fo r  c o m fo rt as  w h en  L t.  L o w rie , lead ing  th e  
pa tro l u p  th e  r iv e r  b ed  ju m p in g  fro m  rock  to  rock, 
lan d ed  w ith  o n e  D M S  b o o t firm ly  o n  th e  b ack  o f  a 
C arp e t L a b a rie re , a snake  w h ich  h a s  a rep u ta tio n  
exceeding  its  v e ry  v en o m o u s  ap p earan ce . H is  im m e d i­
ately e n su in g  agile b ack  flip  in to  th e  r iv e r  w as w a tch ed  
w ith  a d m ira t io n  b y  th e  m em b e rs  o f  h is  p a tro l an d  th e  
snake w as d e sp a tc h e d  b y  th e  g u id e  w ith  a m atch e te . 
T h e  re s t o f  th e ir  p a tro l  w as an  e x h a u stin g  b u sin ess  o f  
cu ttin g  “  lines  ”  u p  th e  r iv e r  b a n k  u n til  th ey  n ea rly  
reached  th e  fo o t o f  th e  e sca rp m e n t w h ere  th ey  c leared  
an  L .Z . fo r  th e i r  s eco n d  su p p ly  d ro p . W h e n  th e  h e li­
cop ter la n d e d  th e y  w e re  ad v ised  th a t  th e  b es t a rea  for 
an L .Z . fo r  th e i r  final p ick  u p  w as a large a rea  o f  flat 
rock a b o u t five m iles  b ack  d o w n  river. A s it  w as 
T u esd ay , M a y  3, L t .  L o w rie  d e c id ed  to  p ress  o n  by  
h im se lf a n d  th e  n e x t  d ay  le ft th e  rem a in d e r  o f  th e  p a tro l 
u n d e r th e  G .D .F .  N .C .O . to  re trac e  th e i r  s tep s  an d  
p rep a re  th e  L .Z .  T h e  p a tro l  th e n  o n ly  co n s is ted  o f th e  
G .D .F . N .C .O .,  o n e  P r iv a te  a n d  m o  A m erin d ian s . 
L t. L o w rie  s e t  o ff  a t a b o u t  0700 h rs. on  W ed n esd ay , 
M ay  4  a n d  w as m o v in g  q u ick ly  th ro u g h  a p a tc h  o f 
ju n g le  w h en , to  q u o te  h is  d ia ry :  “  R each ed  a v ery  large 
fork in  r iv e r , sh o w n  o n  m ap . C am e face to  face w ith  
V enezuelan  S te p h a n o  D ie m e rto  w h o  w as ca rry in g  a 
saw n  o ff  s h o t-g u n . I h e a rd  h im  co m in g  th ro u g h  th e  
u n d e rg ro w th  a n d  h a d  m y  w eap o n  cocked as I th o u g h t 
it m ig h t h av e  b e e n  a w ild  tap ir . T h a n k  heav en s we 
d id n ’t  sh o o t each  o th e r .”  D ie m e rto  tu rn e d  o u t to  b e  a

ro ad  w o rk e r o u t  o n  a  lit tle  h u n t in g  e x p ed itio n  o f  h is  
o w n  a n d  a p p e a re d  frie n d ly . H e  gave L t .  L o w rie  a g rea t 
d ea l o f  in fo rm a tio n  a b o u t  th e  m in in g  a n d  ro ad  b u ild in g  
ac tiv ities  g o in g  o n  ju s t  o v e r th e  b o rd e r . S h o r tly  a fte r  
leav ing  D ie m e rto , L t .  L o w rie  m an a g e d  to  g e t to  th e  to p  
o f  th e  e sc a rp m e n t ( th e  r iv e r  b y  th is  tim e  w as a w aterfa ll) 
a n d  s p e n t  th e  n ig h t  t ie d  in  th e  fo rk  o f  a t re e  h av in g  
tak e n  b e a rin g s  o n  th e  m in e  w o rk in g s  o n  th e  o th e r  s id e  
o f  th e  b o rd e r  v isib le  f ro m  his h e ig h t. H e  re jo in ed  h is 
p a tro l  th e  n e x t  d ay  a n d  o n  M a y  6 th e y  w ere  flow n b ack  
to  K a m a ra n g , h av in g  co v e red  so m e  87 m iles b y  d u g -o u t  
canoe a n d  o n  foot.

Y ellow  p a tro l  h a d  th e  task  o f  tra c in g  th e  P a ru im a  
riv e r  to  its  h e a d w a te r. T h is  p a tro l  w as led  b y  C p l. 
R o b in so n , a n d  th e  e n tire  jo u rn e y  w as u n d e r ta k e n  o n  
fo o t as th e  P a ru im a  p ro v e d  to o  o b s tru c te d  b y  rap id s , 
falls a n d  fa llen  tre e s  to  b e  n a v ig a b le  even  b y  local canoe. 
T h e y  m an ag ed  to  fin d  a n  In d ia n  lin e  w h ich  ra n  ro u g h ly  
p a ra lle l to  th e  r iv e r  a n d  w h ich  to o k  th e m  p a s t  th e  
S a rab a  F a lls ;  th ey  c ro ssed  th e  r iv e r  a t  th is  s tag e  a n d  
c o n tin u e d  o n  a n o th e r  In d ia n  line . T h e y  h a d  b een  
jo in e d  b y  th re e  o r  fo u r  A m e rin d ia n  h u n te r s  w h o  s tay ed  
w ith  th e m  u n til  th e  e n d  o f  th e  p a tro l. O n  W ed n esd ay , 
A p ril  27 th e y  s to p p e d  o n  th e  ed g e  o f  th e  r iv e r ; th e y  h a d  
cast a ro u n d  fo r  an y  c lea rin g  in  th e  ju n g le  th a t  c o u ld  b e  
co n v e rte d  in to  a n  L .Z . b u t  th e re  w as n o th in g  su itab le . 
I n  th e  e n d  th e y  fe lled  tre e s  to  lie  ac ro ss  th e  r iv e r  as  a 
D .Z . a n d  sp re a d  th e i r  a ir  reco g n itio n  p an e ls  o n  th em . 
T h is  w as d esp e ra te ly  h a rd  w o rk  b u t  th e y  m an a g e d  to  
c o m p le te  th e  D .Z . b y  m id -d a y  th e  fo llow ing  day . T h e r e  
a p p e a re d  to  b e  p le n ty  o f  sp ace  fo r  th e  h e lic o p te r  to  ge t 
d o w n  to  th e m  b u t  th e y  h a d  u n d e re s tim a te d  th e  w id th  
o f  th e  gap  a t  tre e -to p  h e ig h t. W h e n  th e  h e lic o p te r  
a rr iv ed  a t a b o u t  1530 h rs . th e  p i lo t  m an a g e d  to  low er 
th e  ra tio n s  a n d  s to res  to  th e m  b y  ty in g  a n  ad d itio n a l 
150 f t. o f  ro p e  to  h is  w in ch , su c h  w as th e  h e ig h t  o f  th e  
s u rro u n d in g  trees . T h e  p a tro l m o v ed  o ff  o n  th e  
fo llow ing  d ay  a n d  “  ra n  o u t  o f  t r a i l ,”  to  q u o te  C p l. 
R o b in so n ’s d ia ry . In  fac t th e  tra il  p e te re d  o u t  in  th e  
m id d le  o f  d en se  ju n g le  a n d  th e  A m e rin d ian s  c la im ed  
th e y  d id  n o t  k n o w  th e  a rea  a n d  w ere  n o t  p re p a re d  to  
tryr an d  g u id e  th e  p a tro l fu r th e r  th o u g h  th ey  w ish e d  to  
s ta y  w ith  th e  p a tro l as p ro te c tio n  ag a in s t “  t ig e rs .” 
C p l. R o b in so n  c u t  th ro u g h  to  th e  r iv e r  b a n k  a n d  f ro m  
th e re  k e p t as c lose to  th e  r iv e r  as h e  co u ld . B y  M o n d a y , 
M ay  2 th ey  h ad  p u sh e d  w ell to w a rd s  th e  so u rc e  o f  th e  
riv e r b u t  th e  sh o rtag e  o f  su ita b le  L .Z . s ite s  w as g iv in g  
th e m  m u ch  cause  fo r  anxiety-. T h e y  m an a g e d  to  c le a r  
a s ite ; o n  T u e sd a y  th e  h e lic o p te r  a rr iv ed . A gain  it  was 
u n a b le  to  lan d  a n d  d ro p p e d  a m essag e  s u g g e stin g  th e  
p a tro l re traced  th e i r  s te p s  a b o u t  s ix  m iles  to  a likely- 
lo ok ing  islan d  in  th e  river. M e an w h ile  C p l. R o b in so n  
h a d  p u sh e d  o n  w ith  o n e  m a n  an d  h ad  rea c h e d  th e  p o in t  
w h e re  th e  P a ru im a  w as a  m ere  trick le  fa llin g  d o w n  a 
sh e e r  c liff face. H e  c a rried  o u t a reco n n a issan ce  o f  th is  
c liff a n d  d ec id ed  th a t  h e  h ad  n e ith e r  th e  e q u ip m e n t n o r  
th e  tim e  to  scale  it. H e  th u s  p e n e tra te d  to  th e  h e a d ­
w a te r  b u t  c o u ld  n o t c u t  th ro u g h  to  th e  W en am u .

O n  W ed n esd ay , M a y  4  th ey  m ad e  th e i r  w a y  b ack  to  
th e  islan d  a n d  s ta r te d  to  c lea r  it. D e sp ite  b ru sh e s  w ith  
several h o rn e ts ’ n e s ts  th ey  m an a g e d  to  c le a r  it su ffici­
en tly  fo r  th e  h e lic o p te r  to  lan d  b y  a b o u t  10 o ’clock  th e  
n e x t m o m in it. T h e  h e lic o p te r  e o t  in  safely  w ith  O .C .
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a n d  C .S .M . “  A  ”  C o m p a n y  o n  b o a rd .  T h e  p a tro l  w e re  
p lea se d  to  see  th e i r  v is ito rs  as  th e y  w e re  th e  f irs t  p e o p le  
to  b e  se e n  to  sp e ak  to  in  te n  d ay s . T h e  n e x t  d ay  th e y  
w e re  lif te d  o u t  d ire c t  to  K a m a ra n g . T h is  p a tro l  h a d  o n e  
o f th e  to u g h e s t  t re k s  o f  th e  fo u r, co v e rin g  o v e r  50  m ile s  
o n  fo o t th ro u g h  th ic k  ju n g le , a n d  i t  w as fo r tu n a te  th a t  
all i ts  m e m b e rs  w e re  a m o n g  th e  lo n g e r  se rv in g  m e m b e rs  
o f  th e  P la to o n . E v e n  so , C p l. R o b in so n  w as g iv en  d u e  
c re d i t  fo r  le a d e rsh ip  a n d  te n a c ity  o f  a  h ig h  o r d e r  in  
g e tt in g  h is  P la to o n  th ro u g h  ex tre m e ly  d iff icu lt c o u n try  
to  t h e i r  o b jec tiv e .

B lu e  p a tro l  w as th e  o th e r  p a tro l  b e s id e  R e d  w h o se  
ro u te  to o k  th e m  a lo n g  th e  b o r d e r  itse lf. T h e  p a tro l  w as 
led  b y  S g t. S h a v e  a n d  in c lu d e d  n o t  o n ly  a  G .D .F .  
N .C .O .,  b u t  a lso  C o n s ta b le  D o v e r  o f  th e  G u y a n a  P o lice . 
T h e y  w e re  d ro p p e d  o n  th e  v e ry  o p e n , sh a d e le ss  s a v an n a h  
a ro u n d  G re a t  F a lls  o n  S u n d a y , A p r i l  24  a n d  m o v ed  off 
f ro m  th e re  in  th e  ea rly  m o rn in g  o n  M o n d a y . O n e  v e ry  
fa ir -s k in n e d  so ld ie r  b e g a n  to  b l is te r  v e ry  b a d ly  o n  h is  
fac e  a n d  h a n d s  th ro u g h  a c u te  s u n b u rn  b e fo re  th e y  h a d  
g o n e  v e ry  f a r  ev en  th o u g h  b o th  S u n d a y  a n d  M o n d a y  
h a d  b e e n  o v e rc a s t. A s th e y  w e re  o n  to p  o f  th e  e sc a rp ­
m e n t  a t  th is  p o in t,  th e y  w e re  a t  a h e ig h t  o f  a b o u t  4 ,0 0 0  
f t .  T h e  s o ld ie r  w as o b v io u sly  in  g re a t  p a in  b y  th e  tim e  
th e y  c a m p e d  th a t  n ig h t  a n d  th e  n e x t  d ay  th e y  re s te d  u p  
in  th e  h o p e  th a t  a h e lic o p te r  w o u ld  fly a c h e ck  p a tro l  
o n  th e m  so  th a t  h e  c o u ld  b e  e v a cu a te d . U n fo r tu n a te ly  
th e  h e lic o p te r  p ro g ra m m e  h a d  h a d  to  b e  c u rta ile d  
s lig h tly  d u e  to  fu e l s h o rta g e  a t  K a m a ra n g  a n d  n o

/ f s p d r r o f r f f e

G O O D U F E

m iss io n s  w e re  flo w n  in  th e  G re a t  F a lls  a rea  th a t  day. 
S g t. S h a v e  le ft th e  th re e  p r iv a te  so ld ie rs  o f  th e  patrol 
to g e th e r  u n d e r  c o m m a n d  o f  th e  se n io r  so ld ie r, and 
p u s h e d  o n  fo r  tw o  d a y s  w ith  C o n s ta b le  D o v e r  an d  th e
G .D .F .  N .C .O . T h e y  follow 'ed th e i r  p la n n e d  rou te  
a lm o s t ex ac tly  b u t  th e n  d e v ia te d  f ro m  i t  in  th a t  on 
re a c h in g  th e  U ts h i  r iv e r  th e y  tu rn e d  b ack  to  w h e re  they  
h a d  le f t  th e  o th e r  m e m b e rs  o f  th e  p a tro l. O n  arrival at 
th e i r  c a m p  th e y  fo u n d  th a t  th e  so ld ie r  h a d  b e e n  evacu­
a te d . T h e  n e x t  d a y  th e y  s e t  o u t  ag a in  a n d  b y  m id- 
m o m in g  h a d  h i t  a g o o d  lin e  w h ic h  to o k  th e m  d o w n  the 
l in e  o f  th e  U ts h i  a n d  K a m a ra n g  r iv e rs  to  P a ru im a  over 
a b o u t  tw o  o r  th re e  d ay s . T h e y  a rr iv e d  a t  P a ru im a  by 
m id -a f te rn o o n  o n  M a y  2 a n d  s ta y e d  w ith  fo rw a rd  base 
u n t i l  b e in g  f lo w n  b a c k  w i th  th e m  to  K a m a ra n g  o n  M ay  6.

T h e  la s t  p a tro l ,  G re e n , w as le d  b y  C p l. T h o rp e , a 
y o u n g  N .C .O . o f  u n d e r  th re e  y e a rs ’ se rv ice . O n  leaving 
K a ik a n  h e  fo u n d  th e  T s h u a u  to  b e  a  v e ry  n a rro w  stream  
a n d  i t  a p p e a re d  to  T h o r p e  th a t  v e ry  so o n  th e y  were 
g o in g  to  r u n  o u t  o f  r iv e r . T h e i r  g u id e  c la im e d  h e  knew 
o f  a re g u la r  l in e  to  P a ru im a  a n d  T h o r p e  ag reed  to 
fo llo w  th is  l in e ,  w h ic h  to o k  th e m  in  a  w id e  sw eep  to  the 
w e s t s lo p e  o f  M o u n t  H o li tip u  a n d  acro ss  M ount 
W a le liw a tip u . T h e  g o in g  th ro u g h o u t  w as com paratively  
easy  a n d  th e y  w e re  on ly  s lo w ed  s lig h tly  b y  o n e  soldier 
w h o  h a d  s lip p e d  a n d  fa llen  w h ils t  fu lly  lo ad e d  an d  had 
p u lle d  a m u sc le  in  co n seq u e n c e . T h e  m a in  p ro b le m  to 
b e  m e t  in  g o in g  so  f a r  o ff  ro u te  w a s  th a t  th e y  missed 
th e i r  f irs t r e s u p p ly  d ay  as th e  h e lic o p te r  w as u n ab le  to 
f in d  th e m . H o w e v e r, th e y  h a d  ta k e n  a g o o d  sup p ly  of 
p a c k e t  so u p s  w ith  th e m  a n d  liv ed  o n  th ese  d u r in g  the 
la s t d a y  o f  th e  jo u rn e y  to  P a ru im a  w h e re  th e y  arrived 
a t  a b o u t 1230 h rs .  o n  A p r i l  30. T h e  n e x t few  days were 
s p e n t  in  n e g o tia tin g  fo r  a  b o a t  a n d  le a rn in g  how  to 
h a n d le  i t  o n  th e  r iv e r  a ro u n d  P a ru im a . T h e y  se t off for 
K a m a ra n g  o n  M a y  4  a n d  p a d d le d  a lo n g  th e  K am arang 
w i th  few  p o r ta g e s  a n d  l it t le  in c id e n t  u n t i l  reaching 
K a m a ra n g  a t  a b o u t  1530 h rs . o n  M a y  5 h a v in g  sp en t the 
n ig h t  a t  W a ra m a d a n .

A ll p a tro ls  a sse m b le d  a t  K a m a ra n g  b y  m id -d a y  on 
M a y  6 , m o s tly  t i r e d  b u t  all co n sc io u s  o f  a considerable 
s e n se  o f  ach ie v e m e n t. T h is  w as s lig h tly  d a m p e n e d  by 
th e  P la to o n  tak in g  o n  a local A m e rin d ia n  te a m  a t  cncket 
o n  t h e  a fte rn o o n  o f  M a y  6 a n d  g e tt in g  s o u n d ly  beaten .

I t  w as c o n s id e re d  th a t  v a rio u s  m o d ific a tio n s  in  kitrand 
e q u ip m e n t w o u ld  h a v e  b e e n  a d v a n ta g e o u s , g o verned  by 
th e  fa c t  th a t  th e  o n ly  p o ss ib le  m ea n s  o f  s u p p ly  in  that 
c o u n try  is  b y  h e lic o p te r . T h e  m e n  c a rr ie d  ’4 4  pattern 
la rg e  p ack s o n  a n  A 41 c a rr ie r  f ra m e  a n d  all w e re  armed 
w i th  S .M .G .s .  C o m p o  ra t io n s  fo r  fo u r  d ay s  tver 
c a rr ie d  a n d  re su p p ly  to o k  p lac e  e v e ry  fo u r th  day. KM 
a n d  Y ello w  p a tro ls  b o th  m a n a g e d  to  su p p le m e n t tn  
ra t io n s  w ith  fish , a n d  in  th e  la t te r  case  a ty p e  of bus 
tu rk e y  ca lled  “  P o w is .”  I t  w as g e n e ra lly  a g reed  tba 
B e rg e n  ru ck sack s  w o u ld  h a v e  b e e n  b e tte r  i f  th ey  
b e e n  ava ilab le  o r, as a  local p u rc h a se  a lte rn a tiv e , 
A m e rin d ia n  c a rr ie r  k n o w n  as  a “  W a n s h i . ’ W ith  very 
l it t le  t ra in in g  i t  w as  fo u n d  th a t  la rg e  a m o u n ts  o f ration 
a n d  s to re s  c o u ld  b e  c a rr ie d  b y  th is  m ea n s  w ith  n o  und  
d isc o m fo r t o r  s tra in . N o  issu e  m a n -p a c k  w ireless 
av a ilab le  t h a t  w o u ld  w o rk  in  th ese  co n d itio n s  a 
c o m m u n ica tio n s , e sp ec ia lly  fo r  em erg en cy , w ere 
w o rry . E a c h  p a tro l  h a d  a V e re y  p is to l  a n d  a ir  recogi

Z)L Sbi,

tio n  p a n e ls  a n d  tw o  p a tro ls , R ed  a n d  Y ellow , h ad  S a rb e  
beacons. T h e s e  h o m in g  dev ices fo r  W h ir lw in d  h e li­
co p ters  p ro v e d  in v a lu a b le  fo r  R ed  p a tro l b u t  u n fo r tu n ­
a tely  th e  o n e  s u p p lie d  to  Y ellow  w as u n se rv iceab le . 
(T h e  s u p p ly  o f  th ese  b eaco n s w as im p ro v ed  fo r  fu tu re  
p a tro ls.)  I n  th e  m ean w h ile  th e  lia ison  b e tw een  p a tro ls  
an d  h e lic o p te rs  d e p e n d e d  on  th e  skill o f  th e  p ilo ts  o f  th e  
K am aran g  d e ta c h m e n t o f  1310 T ra n s p o r t  F lig h t  R oyal 
A ir F o rc e  u n d e r  th e  c o m m an d  o f  F lig h t-L ie u te n a n t  
D . L . M itc h e ll .  F o r tu n a te ly  th e  e n th u s ia sm  a n d  skill 
sh o w n  b y  all ran k s  o f  th is  d e ta c h m en t w as su c h  th a t  n o  
u n to w a rd  in c id e n ts  o c c u rre d .

T h e  p a tro l  lead e rs  ac ce p te d  th e  adv ice  o f  th e ir  
A m e rin d ian  g u id es  w h e n  it w as availab le . T h is  p ro v ed  
to  b e  acce p ta b le  in  th e  case o f  all p a tro ls  ex cep t G re e n  
w h ich  w as led  b a d ly  as tray . T h e  A m e rin d ian s  a re  
ho n est e n o u g h  to  a d m it  im m ed ia te ly  w h e n  th ey  a re  in 
c o u n try  th a t  is u n k n o w n  to  th e m  b u t  a n o th e r  fac to r o f 
w h ich  all p a tro ls  w ere  u n a w a re  is th a t  th e  A m erin d ian s  
are  n e a rly  all S e v e n th  D a y  A d v en tis ts  a n d  th e re fo re  
refuse  to  w o rk  o n  S a tu rd a y s .

T h e  p a tro ls  m a n a g e d  to  cam p  a t  o r  n e a r  A m erin d ian  
sh e lte rs  a t  lea s t u n til  e n te r in g  h ith e r to  u n e x p lo re d  areas. 
All ran k s  so o n  b ecam e  v e ry  a d e p t a t  b u ild in g  “  bash as  ” 
fo r  th e m se lv e s ; fo r  in s tru c t io n  in  th e  fin er p o in ts  o f  th is  
th e  A m e rin d ian  g u id es  p ro v ed  m o st usefu l. T h e  h ea lth  
of th e  p a tro ls  re m a in e d  goo d  th ro u g h o u t a n d  insects 
p ro v ed  n o  g rea t p ro b le m . A s h a d  b een  p o in te d  o u t, th e  
p rep a ra tio n  o f  L .Z .s  in  th ic k  b u sh  gave co n sid erab le  
d ifficulty  as  th e  s ize  o f  th e  “  h o le  ”  a t  t re e  to p  h e ig h t 
p ro v ed  v e ry  d ifficu lt to  ju d g e  fro m  g ro u n d  level.

M l m an ag ed  to  ach ieve  th e  a im  se t fo r  th em  a lth o u g h  
th e re  w ere  c e rta in  v a ria tio n s  o f  ro u te  a s  o rig ina lly  set. 
M an y  lesso n s w e re  le a m t— so m e th e  h a rd  w ay ; in  th e  
case o f  a t  least tw o  p a tro ls  th e y  w ill know  n ow  n o t to  
b u ild  “  b ash as  ”  w ith in  ran g e  o f  a W h ir lw in d ’s ro to rs . 
H ow ever, th e  m is tak es  m ad e  w e re  g rea tly  offset b y  th e  
g rea t v a lu e  o f  th is  e x p e rien ce  to  th e  y o u n g  so ld ie rs  so 
soon a fte r  a rr iv a l in  G u y a n a , b y  th e  ra re  o p p o rtu n ity  
for in d iv id u a l lead e rsh ip  o ffered  a n d  tak en  by  th e  ju n io r  
N .C .O .s  a n d  b y  th e  g rea tly  v a lu ab le  lessons in  ju n g le  
c raft a b so rb e d  b y  all ran k s  o n  th e  ex p ed itio n . T h e  
so ld iers reflec ted  w ith  so m e  p r id e  th a t  th ey  n o t only  
in tro d u c ed  m em b e rs  o f  th e  G u y a n a  D efence  F o rce  an d  
Police to  p a r ts  o f  th e i r  o w n  c o u n try  b u t  som e A m e rin ­
d ians as w ell.
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“  B ”  CO M PANY
S ince th e  last issu e  o f  The D ie-H ards, five m o n th s  o f  

o u r  to u r  in  “  B .G .”  now G u y a n a , have a lread y  e lapsed . 
T h e  n e x t issu e  w e  a re  to ld , s in ce  th e  a n n o u n c em e n t o f  
th e  fo rm a tio n  o f  th e  “  L a rg e  ” R e g im e n t o n  D e cem b er 
31, is likely  to  b e  th e  last. T h is  is th e re fo re  a so m e w h at 
sad  o ccasion  as th e  fo llow ing  n o te s  w ill b e  th e  last fro m  
“ B ”  C o m p a n y , 1 M id d le sex , to  b e  seen  in  p r in t. 
D o u b tle ss  “  B ”  C o m p an y , 4 Q u e e n ’s, w ill c o n tin u e  to  
b e  as b ig  a h e a d ac h e  to  th e  “ K re m lin  ”  as  th e ir  i llu s­
tr io u s  fo reb ea rs , so  p e rh a p s  all w ill n o t  b e  lo s t in  th e  
c h a n g eo v e r!

T h e  “  B .G .”  to u r  s ta r te d  (ap p ro p r ia te ly  e n o u g h ) w ith  
th e  a rriv al o f  th e  A d v an ce  P a r ty  o n  M a rc h  23. a t 
A tk in so n  F ie ld . T h is  P a r ty , a fte r  a h u r rie d  b reak fas t, 
was m o v ed  w ith  in d ec e n t (w e th o u g h t)  h as te  b y  1 K in g 's  
veh ic les to  G eo rg e to w n  a n d  b u n d le d  o n  to  th e  tra in  fo r  th e  
B erb ice  a rea. W e w ere  th e re fo re  u n a b le  to  d o  m o re  th a n  
c a tc h  a  g lim p se  o f  th e  C ap ita l C ity  a t  th is  tim e . A p a r t 
fro m  reg is te rin g  th e  fac t th a t  b e in g  a lm o s t e n tire ly  a city- 
b u ilt  o f  w ood  it m u s t  su re ly  be  a n  in su ra n c e  agents* 
n ig h tm a re , w e th o u g h t it sh o u ld  p ro v id e  an  in te re s tin g  
p y ro te c h n ic  d isp lay  if  I .S . d u tie s  w ere  to  b eco m e  
rea lity . W e w ere g lad  it w as n o t  to  b e  o u r  “  b a b y .”

T h e  G eo rg e to w n  to  R osigno l R ailw ay  is  a  s in g le  
tra c k  lin e  a lo n g  th e  coasta l p la in  c o n n e c tin g  th e  D e m e ra ra  
to  th e  B erb ice . T h e  tra in s  a re  so m ew h at an c ie n t 
w ith  th e  ex cep tio n  o f  o n e  o r  tw o  d iesel locos, a n d  th e  
carriages, w h ilst c lean , a re  n o t, to  say  th e  least, d esig n ed  
fo r  p a sse n g e rs ’ re a r -e n d  co m fo r t!  T h e  f o u r -h o u r  
jo u rn e y , h o w ev er, w as in te re s tin g  if  u n h u r r ie d , a n d  w e 
o b ta in e d  o u r  f irst g lim p se  o f  th e  c o u n try  an d  i s p eo p le . 
T im e , w e soon  d isco v e red , h as  n o  g rea t m ea n in g  as th e  
tra in  d r iv e r  s to p p e d  f re q u e n tly  to  p ick  u p  cas-;al p a s ­
sen g ers  en  ro u te , a n d  o n  a t  lea s t o n e  occasion  to  h ave  a  
ch a t to  a re la tiv e  w h o  lived  n e a r  th e  track s!

O n  a rriv al a t R osigno l w e h ad  o u r  f irst v iew  o f  th e  
B erb ice  R iver, a n d  N e w  A m ste rd a m  o n  th e  fa r  ban k . 
F ro m  th e  tra in  w e tra n s fe rre d  to  th e  F e rry , a  m o d e m  
veh ic le  a n d  p a sse n g e r vessel b u t  w h o se  sc h ed u le , like 
th a t  o f  th e  tra in , b o re  o n ly  casua l re la tio n  to  th e  p r in te d  
tim e ta b le . T h e  r iv e r  h e re  is a lm o st th re e  q u a r te rs  o f  a 
m ile  w id e  a n d  in  co m m o n  w ith  all r iv e rs  in G u y a n a  is a 
m u d d y  c h o co la te -b ro w n  co lo u r. O n  th e  N ew  A m ste r­
d a m  sid e  w e m e t o u r  te m p o ra ry  “  h o s ts ,”  1 K in g s, an d  
w e re  tak e n  b y  veh ic le  to  o u r  new h o m e  a t R oseha ll 
E sta te , s itu a te d  o n  th e  C an je  R iv e r  so m e  five m ile s  
o u ts id e  th e  tow n .

A c co m m o d a tio n  h e re  w as good as C o m p an y  H e a d ­
q u a rte rs  an d  o n e  P la to o n  o ccu p ied  a c o m p o u n d  co n ­
ta in in g  five w o o d en  bung alo w s. T h e  S e n io r  S ta ff  C lu b  
also in  th is  C o m p o u n d  (in c lu d in g  a n  a ir -co n d itio n e d  
cinem a) w ith  all its  facilities w ere  ava ilab le  to  th e  
m ilita ry  an d  it looked  to  be , a n d  was, a p lea sa n t sp o t. 
R e la tio n sh ip s  w ith  th e  e s ta te  s ta ff  w ere  ex cellen t an d  
au g u re d  well fo r  th e  fu tu re . T h e re  w as, alas, n o  
sw im m in g  po o l a t  R osehall, b u t  .Albion som e 50 m in u te s  
d riv e  aw ay p ro v id e d  th is  lu x u ry .

T h e  n e x t day  saw th e  s ta r t  o f  th e  tak e o v e r fro m  th e  
K in g s a n d  th e  in itia l p ro b in g s  in to  o u r  a rea  o f  re ­
sp o n sib ility . T im e  w as a lso  sp e n t in  m ee tin g  all th e  
local perso n alities , o u r  o p p o s ite  n u m b e rs  in  th e  police*
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a n d  in  p re p a ra tio n  fo r  t h e  a rr iv a l  o f  th e  m a in  b o d y  o f  th e  
C o m p a n y . D u r in g  th is  p e r io d  w e  w e re  a lso  in tro d u c e d  
to  th e  m y s te rie s  o f  th e  “  J u m p  U p  ”  w h e n  th e  K in g s  
th re w  a  fin a l fa rew e ll p a r ty  b e fo re  leav in g . “  J u m p  
U p s  ”  h a v e  to  b e  se en  to  b e  u n d e rs to o d , o r  b e liev ed , a n d  
w h ils t  n o w  w e  a re  so m e w h a t b lasé  a b o u t th e m  th e  
in it ia t io n  is  s o m e w h a t s h a tte r in g  to  th o se  u se d  to  c o n ­
v e n tio n a l  d an ces .

O n  A p r il  7 , th e  m a in  b o d y  o f  th e  C o m p a n y  ev e n tu a lly  
a rr iv e d , a n d  o n  th e  8 th  w e  a ssu m e d  re sp o n s ib ility  fo r  th e  
In te rn a l  S e c u ri ty , u n t i l  I n d e p e n d e n c e , o f  th e  B erb ice . 
P la to o n s  w e re  b a se d  a t  P o r t  M o u ra n t  a n d  M a h aic o n y  
w ith  C o m p a n y  H e a d q u a r te rs  a t  R o seh a ll. I t  is in ­
te r e s tin g  to  n o te  h e re  th e  e x te n t  o f  th e  a rea  th e  C o m p a n y  
w as to  c o n tro l .  T h e  B erb ice , s ite  o f  m a n y  o f  th e  
o rig in a l D u tc h  S e ttle m e n ts  in  th e  early  17th  ce n tu ry , 
n o w  co n s is ts  o f  a n  a rea  b o u n d e d  to  th e  W e st b y  th e  
A b a ry  R iv e r  a n d  to  th e  E a s t b y  th e  m ajestic  C o re n ty n e  
R iv e r. I t  c o n ta in s  c e n tra lly  th e  g rea t B erb ice  R iv er, 
w i th  its  t r ib u ta ry ,  th e  C an je , o n  w h ic h  s ta n d s  N ew  
A m ste rd a m , th e  se co n d  la rg es t to w n  in  G u y a n a . T h e  
B e rb ic e  i ts e lf  p e n e tra te s  so m e  220 m ile s  in la n d  to  th e  
s o u th  a n d  th is  m ileag e  is  v e ry  c o n s id e rab ly  in c re a se d  if 
th e  to r tu o u s  p a th  o f  th e  r iv e r  is  fo llo w ed . T h e  C an je , 
fro m  w h ic h  m u c h  o f  th e  w a te r  fo r  th e  irr ig a tio n  o f  th e  
su g a r  e s ta tes  is  tak e n , reach es  som e 90 m iles  in la n d  an d  
a t  its  so u rc e  is o n ly  so m e  five to  six  m ile s  f ro m  th e  
C o re n ty n e .

T h e  reg io n  is d iv id e d  N o r th  to  S o u th  in to  th re e  b asic  
a reas . T h e r e  is a co asta l b e lt  so m e  50 m ile s  lo n g  a n d  
f ro m  20 to  25 m ile s  in  d e p th , w h ic h  is  i rr ig a te d  b y  a 
n e tw o rk  o f  so m e  2 ,500 m ile s  o f  c an als . T h e  b u lk  o f  th e  
p o p u la t io n  live  in  th is  a rea , w h ic h  c o m p rise s  a lso  th e  
eco n o m ic  h e a r t  o f  th e  R eg io n . T h e  co asta l p la in  
m erg e s  in to  a b e lt  o f  p r im a ry  ju n g le  so m e  30 m iles d eep , 
w h ic h  in  t u r n  g ives w ay  to  th e  g rea t S a v a n n a  area  in  
w h ic h  la rg e  c a ttle  ran c h e s  f lo u rish . T h is  s av an n a  a rea  
in  t u r n  m erg e s  in to  p r im a ry  ju n g le , w h ic h  co v ers  th e  
re m a in d e r  o f  th e  in te r io r  u p  to  th e  B raz ilian  b o rd e r .

M a p s  in  th e  H .Q . o f  th e  G u y a n a  P o lic e  “  B ” 
D iv isio n , w h ic h  co n tro ls  th e  B erb ice , sh o w s th e  p o lice  
b o u n d a rie s  as c o n ta in in g  16,922 sq u a re  m iles  w ith  a 
p o p u la t io n  o f  so m e  234 ,729 . T h e  P o lice  D iv is io n  c o n ­
s is ts  o f so m e  207 o rd in a ry  c o n s ta b les  w ith  in  a d d itio n  
50 sp ecia l b ra n c h  officers a n d  “  B ”  C o m p a n y  w as, a t 
th is  tim e , n o  all ran k s . I t  is  o f  in te re s t  to  n o te  th e r e ­
fo re , th a t  th is  p ro d u ce s  a p o licem an , a n d  h a lf  a so ld ie r  
p e r  1,000 h e a d  o f  p o p u la tio n . T o  th is  m u s t  b e  a d d e d  
th e  M a h a ic o n y  a rea , o f  so m e  5 ,000  sq u a re  m ile s, o u ts id e  
th e  B erb ice , fo r  w h ic h  th e  C o m p a n y  w as a lso  resp o n s ib le . 
I n  all a fa ir ly  sizeab le  a re a  in  th e  ev e n t o f  I .S . d u tie s !

F o r tu n a te ly  th e  b u lk  o f  th e  p o p u la t io n  is c e n tr e d  m  
th e  co asta l p la in  a lo n g  th e  coasta l ro ad , w h ic h  w ith in  
th e  C o m p a n y  area  w as a  m e re  2 ,000  sq u a re  m ile s. T h is  
o f  co u rse  re d u c e d  th e  p ro b le m s  so m ew h at.

T h e  co asta l b e lt ,  w ith  w h ic h  w e  w e re  m o s tly  c o n ­
ce rn e d , c o m p rise s  a lm o s t th e  e n tire  a rea  o f  eco n o m ic  
ac tiv ity  in  th e  reg io n . F ro m  W e st to  E a s t  th is  co n sis ts  
in  g en e ra l te rm s  o f  c o c o n u t p la n ta tio n s  in  th e  M a h aic o n y  
a rea , r ice  g ro w in g  betw reen  th e  A b a ry  a n d  th e  B erb ice , 
th e  m a in  su g a r  g ro w in g  a reas  c e n tre d  o n  th e  B erb ice  an d  
C an je  R iv e rs , r ice  in  th e  G o v e rn m e n t sp o n so re d  B lack

B u s h  P o ld e r  (D a m ) a rea  to w a rd s  th e  C o re n ty n e  and 
fina lly  th e  las t su g a r  p la n ta tio n  a t S k e ld o n  o n  the 
C o re n ty n e  itse lf . T h e s e  m a in  a reas  o f  a g ric u ltu re  are of 
c o u rse  in te rsp a c e d  w ith  sm a ll h o ld in g  fa rm s  producing  
v eg e ta b le s  a n d  g e n e ra l m a rk e t  g a rd e n  p ro d u c e . T o  the 
s o u th  a n d  in la n d  th e  ju n g le  p ro d u c e s  t im b e r  w hich  is 
floa ted  d o w n  th e  r iv e r  to  th e  saw  m ills  a t  N e w  A m ster­
d a m , w h ils t th e  S a v a n n a  a reas , th o u g h  o f  p o o r  quality 
so il a n d  g rasses , s u p p o r t  la rg e  h e rd s  o f  ca ttle . O n  the 
B erb ice  R iv e r  a re  th e  la rg e  b a u x ite  o p e n  cast m ines at 
K w ak w an i, w h o se  o re  is ta k e n  b y  b a rg e  fo r  processing 
to  a p la n t  a t  O v e r to n  j u s t  S o u th  o f  N e w  A m ste rd a m  and 
th e n  sh ip p e d  o v erseas . A p a r t  f ro m  th is  th e  area is 
e n tire ly  a g ric u ltu ra l  a n d  in d u s t ry  as su c h  does n o t exist. 
T h e  m a jo r ity  o f  th e  w o rk in g  p o p u la t io n  is almost 
e n tire ly  en g ag ed  in , o r  a sso c ia ted  w ith , th e  production  
o f  su g a r.

F ro m  a m u lt itu d in o u s  co lle c tio n  o f  su g a r  p lantations 
o rig in a lly  e s ta b lish e d , s in ce  1627, o n  th e  B erbice, have 
e m e rg e d  th e  fo u r  la rg e  g r in d in g  e s ta tes  o f today. 
B la irm o n t o n  th e  w e s t b a n k  o f  th e  B erb ice  (w hich  also 
in c lu d e s  a  c a ttle  ra n c h  o f  so m e  6 ,000  h e a d  o f cattle 
g raz e d  o n  15 ,000 a c res  o f  p a s tu re ) ,  R o seh a ll on  the 
C an je , A lb io n  w h ic h  in c lu d e s  th e  o ld  P o r t M ourant 
E s ta te s  a n d  S k e ld o n  o n  th e  C o re n ty n e . O f  th e  330,000 
to n s  o f  su g a r  g ro w n  a n n u a lly  in  G u y a n a  th ese  estates 
b e tw e en  th e m  p ro d u c e  so m e  120,000 to  125,000 tons 
a n d  h av e  38 ,500  a c res  o f  su g a r  c u rr e n tly  u n d e r  cultiva­
t io n  e m p lo y in g  so m e  19 ,000  staff.

F ro m  th e  h is to r ic a l a sp ec t th e re  a re  m a n y  signs of the 
o ld  D u tc h  p la n ta tio n s , a n d  th e  ru in s  o f  o ld  fo rts  are to 
b e  fo u n d  o n  th e  can als  a n d  a lo n g  th e  r iv e r. A t Rosehall 
th e re  is  a  s tr e tc h  o f  so m e  tw o  o r  th re e  m iles o f one of 
th e  o ld  D u tc h  c an a ls  d u g  so m e  200 y e a rs  ago. Now 
o v erg ro w n , i t  p ro v id e s  a b ird  s a n c tu a ry  in  w hich  23 
id en tifie d  d iffe re n t sp ec ie s  a re  k n o w n  to  ex ist, som e of 
th e m  q u i te  ra re . I n  liv in g  m e m o ry  to o  a re  tales of the 
rem a in s  o f  a n  o ld  D u tc h  s c h o o n er  w h ic h  w as entom bed 
in  th is  can a l a n d  th o u g h  th e  s h ip  i ts e lf  is n o  longer to be 
fo u n d , o ld  tim b e rs  c a n  s ti ll  b e  d isc o v e red  in  th e  bed of 
th e  canal.

W ith  th e  a rr iv a l o f  th e  C o m p a n y  a b u sy  perio d  was 
s p e n t  o n  in te n s iv e  fo o t a n d  v eh ic le  p a tro llin g , b o th  for
I .S . p u rp o se s  a n d  o f  c o u rse , fam ilia risa tio n  w ith  our 
a rea  a n d  its  k ey  p o in ts .  F o r  th e  n e x t tw o  m o n th s  “ B 
C o m p a n y  v eh ic le s  av e ra g e d  w ell o v e r 2 ,000  m iles per 
m o n th  a n d  a  g re a t  dea l o f  local k n o w led g e  w as obtained.

I t  w as n o t  all w o rk  h o w ev er. S p o r t  a g a in s t th e  locals 
tea m  w as p lay e d  to  a g re a t  e x te n t ,  a llig a to rs  w ere to  be 
fo u n d  in  p le n tifu l  s u p p ly  o n  th e  e s ta te s  a n d  patro ls  were 
se n t u p  th e  r iv e rs . T h e s e  r iv e r  p a tro ls  p rov ided  an 
e le m e n t o f a d v e n tu re  t ra in in g  a n d  p ro d u c e d  a great dea 
o f  in fo rm a tio n  o n  w h ic h  fu tu re  a n d  d e e p e r  penetrations 
in to  th e  in te r io r  w e re  b a sed . P la to o n s  ch a n g ed  locations 
e v e ry  th re e  w eeks in  o rd e r  to  see  m o re  o f  th e  country 
a n d  to  p re v e n t  m o n o to n y  w h e re  fac ilitie s  w ere  lim ite • 
T h is  a p p lie d  p a r t ic u la r ly  to  th e  M a h a ic o n y  area  whicn, 
th o u g h  in te re s t in g , re q u ir e d  a c o n s ta n t  24  h o u r  a 
b a tt le  w ith  th e  m o sq u ito e s  th a t  liv ed  b y  th e  m illion  ̂
th e  sw am p s  a n d  c o c o n u t p la n ta tio n s . T h is  mena^ ’ 
th o u g h  n e v e r  e n tire ly  o v e rco m e , w as b ro u g h t un 
c o n tro l  b y  h a rd  w o rk , D .D .T .  a n d  th e  u se  o f cons 
c o p ra  fires (co c o n u t sh e lls)  o n  th e  p e rim e te r .

T h e  C o m p a n y  s p e n t  A lb u h e ra  D a y  w ith  tra d itio n a l 
ce leb rations  in  lo ca tio n s  a n d  a rep re se n ta tiv e  p a r ty  from  
all P la to o n s a tte n d e d  a c h u rc h  serv ice  a t R o seh a ll, th e  
P adre  fly ing  d o w n  b y  C e ssn a  to  c o n d u c t th e  serv ice.

D u r in g  th is  p e r io d  o c c u rre d  an  u n fo r tu n a te  a cc id en t 
w hen a ro u tin e  p a tro l  L a n d ro v e r  o v e rtu rn e d  in  th e  
B ackdam  a rea  o f  th e  Black B u sh  P o ld e r. T h a n k s  to  th e  
great p re se n c e  o f  m in d  a n d  reso u rc e  sh o w n  b y  P te . 
P erry , h e lic o p te r  casevac w as o b ta in e d  in  tim e  a n d  fo u r 
very  b a d ly  in ju re d  so ld ie rs , L /C p l. F ish , P te s . C arg ill, 
L is te r  a n d  G a rd in e r  w e re  in  h o sp ita l in  a  few  h o u rs . 
F o r  h is  c o n d u c t  in  th is  a cc id en t P te . P e r ry  has  b een  
co m m en d ed  b y  th e  G .O .C . in  “  C  ”  S o u th e rn  C o m ­
m an d , a c o p y  o f  w h ic h  ap p e a rs  a t th e  en d  o f  th ese  no tes. 
W e w ere v e ry  p lea se d  to  see  th a t  a t  th e  tim e  o f  w ritin g  
P tes. G a rd in e r  a n d  L is te r  h ave  re jo in ed  th e  R e a r  P a r ty  
in  H olyw ood . W e  h o p e  th e  o th e r  tw o  w ill soon  jo in  
them .

T h e  C o m p a n y  also  su ffe red  th e  tra g ic  loss o f  its 
R .E .M .E . v eh ic le  f it te r  C p l. F a irb ro th e r  w ho  was 
s tab b ed  to  d e a th  in  N e w  A m ste rd a m  b y  w h a t tu rn e d  
o u t to  b e  a  w e ll-k n o w n  a n d  v io len t c rim in a l. T h is  was 
a m o st tra g ic  a n d  p o in tle ss  k illing , a n d  th e  C o m p an y  
ex tends its  d e e p es t co n d o len ces  to  C p l. F a irb ro th e r ’s 
p a ren ts  in  th e i r  b e re a v e m e n t.

D u rin g  In d e p e n d e n c e  W eek  th e  C o m p an y  s to o d  b y  
b u t fo rtu n a te ly  th e re  w as n o  tro u b le  a n d  th e  p e rio d , 
w h ich  in c lu d e d  th e  v is it  o f  th e ir  R oyal H ig h n esses  T h e  
D u k e  an d  D u c h e ss  o f  K e n t,  p a sse d  u n ev en tfu lly . T h e  
only e x c ep tio n  to  th is  b e in g  N o . 8 P la to o n ’s ga llan t 
defence o f  M o h a m m a n d  Raffi, th e  local In d ia n  P o p  
singer, w ho  w as b ese ig ed  b y  f ra n tic  fans in  th e  th ea tre  
in  P o r t M o u ra n t .  T h e r e  is  n o w  one P la to o n  C o m ­
m an d er in  th e  C o m p a n y  w h o  w ill in  fu tu re  k n o w  th e  
difference b e tw e en  a r io t in g  m o b  a n d  a teenage  fan c lub  
seeking  its  ido l.

O n  M a y  27 w e  h a n d e d  o v er R o seh a ll a n d  th e  re s ­
p on sib ility  fo r  th e  I .S . in  th e  B erb ice  to  th e  new ly  
fo rm ed  G u y a n a  D e fe n c e  F o rc e . P o r t  M o u ra n t  was 
taken  o v er b y  th e  R ecce P la to o n  a n d  th e  C o m p an y  
m oved to  A tk in so n  F ie ld . N o . 5 P la to o n  h ad  a t  th is  tim e 
b u ilt  th em se lv es  a ra f t  a n d  Sg t. O rm ero d  w ith  L /C p l. 
H end ly , P te s . A le x a n d er, A n d e rso n , D avies an d  D u n sb v  
set off fo r  T a k a m a , 110 m iles  u p  th e  B erb ice  w h ere  th e  
rem a in d e r o f  th e  P la to o n  w as to  jo in  th e m  b y  ro ad  v ia 
the  M ack en zie  T ra il .  T h e  ra f t  ev en tu a lly  a rr iv ed  m u ch  
to th e  am a z e m e n t a n d  a g a in s t th e  p red ic tio n s  o f  m an y  of 
th e  locals.

N o. 6 P la to o n  w ere  u n fo r tu n a te ly  le ft to  sw eat i t  o u t 
a little  lo n g er a t  M a h a ic o n y  b u t  re jo in ed  ev en tu a lly  on  
Ju n e  8. H e re  L t .  B a r tle tt  to o k  h is  leave o f  th e  P la toon  
to  b ecom e th e  R .S .O .’s u n d e rs tu d y  in  p rep a ra tio n  fo r 
his S ignals C o u rse  a t H y th e . H e  has o u r  sy m p ath ies . 
T h e  C o m p a n y  rec e iv ed  in  r e tu rn  2 /L t.  G o u d a , ju s t  
a rrived  fro m  th e  R .M .A .S .,  w h o  h ad  no  idea  o f  th e  fate 
in sto re  fo r  h im  in  th e  fo rm  o f  N o . 6 P la to o n . H e  seem s 
to  have reco v ered  f ro m  th e  in itia l sh o ck  as h e  is s till w ith  
us, th o u g h  o f  c o u rse  th e re  is n o  a c co u n tin g  for taste .

Also a t th is  tim e  th e  C o m p a n y  2 IC , C ap t. L egg , w as 
dragged (s tru g g lin g  m ig h tily  to  th e  b i tte r  end) in to  th e  
office o f  th e  P .R .I .  a n d  is n ow  h e lp lessly  en m esh ed  in

tin n e d  eq u iv a le n t ”  t ie d  u p  n ea tly  w ith  reels  o f

“  ce llu lo id  c lass ics .”  W e  w ere  jo in e d  in  b o d y  b y  C a p t. 
L o f tin g  f re sh  f ro m  th e  “  g en tee l ”  life  as A .D .C . in  
A d en . H e  has n o t  y e t  reco v ered  fro m  th e  shock  a n d  h is 
s p ir i t  o ften  seem s e lsew h ere . O r  p e rh a p s  i t  is  j u s t  th a t  
fa r-aw ay  look in  h is  eyes as h e  passes  b y  m u tte r in g  a b o u t 
M .C .A ., c a n teen  d efic ien c ies , 1514’s, Ju m p -u p s  a n d  th e  
C o m p a n y  M .T .  I t  is  n ice  to  k n o w  th o u g h , th a t  h e  h as  a 
fu ll tw o  y ea rs  to  s tra ig h te n  o u t  all th e  b o oks w h e n  w e 
g e t h o m e.

T h e  p e rio d  b e tw een  J u n e  1 a n d  m id -J u ly  w as sp en t 
m ain ly  a t  T a k a m a  w h e re  th e  P la to o n s  c a rr ie d  o u t 
in fa n try  tra in in g , field  fir in g  a n d  P .E . te s ts . N o . 8 
P la to o n  m an ag ed  a n o th e r  ca d re , ta k in g  th e i r  g u n s, 
“  P ix ie  ”  a n d  “ B alle rin a  ”  (1953 m o d e l p ro to ty p e  
M o b a ts )  to  T a k a m a  a n d  fired  in  all d ire c tio n s , in c lu d in g  
th a t  o f  th e  B a tta lio n  2 IC  a n d  th e  A d ju ta n t !

D u r in g  th is  p e rio d  th e  C o m p a n y  c a rr ie d  o u t  a  te n -d a y  
h e lic o p te r  m o u n te d  a n d  s u p p lie d  o p e ra tio n  a t  O rea lla , 
a larg e  A m e rin d ian  reserv e , o n  th e  C o re n ty n e . T h is  
w as m o u n te d  fro m  T a k a m a , as fo rw ard  base, b y  N o . 6 
P la to o n  a n d  C o m p a n y  H .Q . a n d  p ro v ed  a n  in te re s tin g  
a n d  rew a rd in g  ex p e rien ce . P a tro ls  v is ite d  a ll th e  local 
co u n try s id e  a n d  m ad e  recces o f  th e  7 9 -m ile  lan d  ro u te  
in  d e ta il f ro m  K w ak w an i o n  th e  B erb ice  to  O rea lla , a 
ro u te  d isu se d  fo r  som e years. R e -su p p ly  a n d  co llec tio n  
o f  p a tro ls  w as c a rr ied  o u t b y  h e lic o p te r  a n d  w e lea rn ed  
a g re a t  d ea l a b o u t  u s in g  th is  m ea n s  o f  t ra n s p o r t  an d  
liv in g  in  th e  ju n g le . C o m p a n y  H .Q . h a d  (as u su a l)  th e  
so ft e n d  o f  th e  jo b  liv in g  in  th e  A m e rin d ia n  village, 
s tu d y in g  th e  p e o p le  a n d  th e  r iv e r  traffic  o n  th e  C o re n -
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“  The Raft—H om e is where you m ake it ”
F rom  le ft  to r ig h t:  P tes. A lexa n d er , A nderson  a n d  D unsby

ty n e . C a p t. L o f tin g  (still m u tte rin g )  m an a g e d  to  c a te r  
fo r  all o u r  w a n ts  o n  th e  re -s u p p ly  a n d  th e  o p e ra tio n  
w e n t v e ry  sm o o th ly  in d ee d . T h e  on ly  p e rso n  eag er to  
leave  th e  v illage w as th e  C .S .M . w h o  w as p u r su e d  
th ro u g h o u t  b y  tw o  e ld e rly  A m e rin d ian  g ra n d m o th e rs , 
g ig g lin g  lik e  sch o o lg irls— w e alw ays k n ew  th e re  w as 
m o re  u n d e r  th a t  “  C ro m e  D o m e  ”  th a n  m e t th e  eye. 
T h e  o p e ra t io n  w a s  m a rre d , h o w ev er, b y  a n  u n fo r tu n a te  
a c c id e n t w h e n  P te .  B a r tle tt  fell o ff th e  s te llin g  ( je tty )  
in  th e  village a n d  b ro k e  h is  neck . B a r tle tt  w as ev acu a ted  
b y  h e lic o p te r  to  th e  M e rc y  H o sp ita l, G e o rg e to w n , 
p a ra ly sed  f ro m  th e  n eck  d o w n . H e  h as  s in ce  b e e n  flow n 
h o m e  to  th e  U .K . to  S to k e  M a n d ev ille  H o sp ita l w h e re  
w e h o p e  h e  w ill rec o v e r th e  u se  o f  h is  l im b s  aga in . O u r  
sy m p a th ie s  a re  e x te n d e d  to  h im  a n d  h is  p a re n ts  a n d  o u r  
h o p e s  fo r  a n  ev en tu a l reco v e ry  w e n t w ith  h im .

T h e  e n d  o f  th e  T a k a m a  p e rio d  saw  th e  in d efa tig a b le  
N o . 8 P la to o n  o n  a n o th e r  lo n g  ran g e  p a tro l  in v o lv in g  a 
ju n g le  m a rc h  a n d  d in g h y  t r ip  d o w n  th e  D e m e ra ra . 
U n fo r tu n a te ly  th e  p a tro l  fo u n d  itse lf  in  th e  m o s t 
d ifficu lt ju n g le  c o u n try  a n d  u n a b le  to  k eep  a n y th in g  
o th e r  th a n  a ro u g h  c o u rse . T h is  re su lte d  in  a th re e -d a y  
s e arc h  fo r  th e  m iss in g  m e m b e rs  o f  th e  p a tro l, w h o  w ere  
w ith o u t  fo o d  fo r  th is  p e rio d , a n d  th e  a b a n d o n in g  o f  th e  
r iv e r  p a r t  o f th e  t r ip .  A  g rea t m an y  lesso n s w e re  lea rn e d  
th e  h a rd  w ay  o n  th is  p a tro l, n o t  th e  leas t o f  w h ic h  w as 
th a t  th e  C o m p a n y  C o m m a n d e r  d isco v e red  it is an  
u n n e rv in g  p ro p o s itio n  f ly ing  in  a h e lic o p te r  a t  n ig h t 
th ro u g h  a tro p ic a l s to rm , o v e r  ju n g le , w ith  th e  fuel 
gau g e  reg is te rin g  z e ro . O n e  u n e x p la in e d  p h e n o m e n o n  o f 
th is  ep iso d e  is, h o w ev er, p u z z lin g  th e  C o m p a n y . H o w  
d id  P te . C a n n o n  su rv iv e  fo r  th re e  d a y s  w ith o u t  food  in 
th e  co m p a n y  o f h is  P la to o n  C o m m a n d e r , a w e ll-k n o w n

G o u rm a n d ?  I s  th e re  so m e th in g  w ro n g  w ith  C a n n o n  we 
w o n d e r?  O r  d id  th e  “  c h o p p e r  ”  f in d  th e m  j u s t  in  time?

O n  J u ly  18 a n d  19 w e m o v ed  ag a in — th is  tim e  to  the 
G e o rg e to w n  c irc u it  a n d  th e  b r ig h t  “  lig h ts ,”  feeling  a 
lit tle  lik e  c o u n try  c o u s in s  in  th e  b ig  c ity . T h is  p articu lar 
p e rio d  h as , h o w ev er, p ro v id e d  a w e lco m e  b rea k  from  
a n  a lm o s t c o n tin u a l  p e rio d  o u t  in  th e  “  s tic k s ,”  an d  we 
h a v e  b e e n  ab le  to  re la x  so m e w h a t f ro m  m ilita ry  activi­
tie s . S o  fa r  w e h av e  h a d  “  j u m p - u p s  ”  a t  D ia m o n d  and 
L e o n o ra  E s ta te s , a b a n d  n ig h t  a t  L e g io n n a ire s , a n d  hope 
to  h av e  o n e  o r  tw o  m o re  fu n c tio n s  b e fo re  w e m o v e  again. 
F o u r te e n  o f  th e  C o m p a n y  a re  a t  p re s e n t  v is itin g  K aie teu r 
F a lls , a n d  N o . 6  P la to o n  c o m p le te  is to  m a rc h  th e re  as 
a n  a d v e n tu re  t ra in in g  sc h em e  in  m id -A u g u s t .  Patrols 
h av e  a lso  v is ite d  th e  islan d s  a t  th e  m o u th  o f  the 
E sse q u ib o  r iv e r, w ith  m o re  to  fo llow . B y  th e  en d  of 
A u g u s t  w e h o p e  w e w ill h av e  m a n a g e d  to  c lassify  o n  the 
ran g e  a t  A tk in so n . In  fa irn ess , d u e  w a rn in g  has  already 
b e e n  p a sse d  to  all a ir lin e  c o m p a n ie s  o p e ra t in g  schedu led  
f lig h ts  in  a n d  o u t  o f  th e  b ase , th a t  b e tw e en  m id -A u g u st 
a n d  S e p te m b e r  1 th e y  d o  so  e n tire ly  a t  th e i r  o w n  risk.

O n  S e p te m b e r  3 w e  m o v e  b ack  to  th e  B erb ice , for the 
la s t p e r io d  b e fo re  o u r  r e tu r n  to  H o ly w o o d . P latoons 
w ill b e  s ta t io n e d  a t  th e  E n m o re  E s ta te  w ith  C om pany
H .Q .,  a n d  a t P o r t  M o u ra n t  a g a in . T h e  C o m p a n y  appear 
p lea se d  w ith  th is  p ro sp e c t ,  th o u g h  w h a t th e  B erbicians 
w ill feel re m a in s  to  b e  seen . T h e n  if  all goes to  plan 
(w e ’ve  h e a rd  th a t  b e fo re  to o ) th e  C o m p a n y  a re  scheduled  
to  r e tu r n  to  H o ly w o o d  in  ea rly  O c to b e r,  w ith  th e  pros­
p e c t  o f  28  days leave  (g rea t) , a n d  th a t  o f  fac in g  ano ther 
w in te r  (w ith  dry- ra in )  in  th e  E m e ra ld  I s le  (U g h !).

W h ils t  th e  G u y a n a  T o u r  is n o t  y e t  o v e r  th e  final 
lap  is in  s ig h t. I n  re tro sp e c t  so  fa r , th e  C o m p a n y  has 
en jo y ed  its  s ta y  a n d  th e  o p p o r tu n i ty  to  see  so  m u ch  of 
th e  c o u n try . A  g re a t  d e a l h as  b e e n  le a rn e d , ev en  if  only 
h o w  n o t  to  d o  it, a n d  w e á re  all a g rea t d ea l fitte r  and 
se lf  re lian t. T h e  C o m p a n y  p ro m ises  fa ith fu lly , however, 
to  “  S c re w - In  ”  th e  f irs t p e rso n  w h o  m e n tio n s  6 a.m. 
P .T .  o n ce  w e a re  b ack  in  H o ly w o o d .

G E N E R A L  O F F IC E R  C O M M A N D IN G -IN -C H IE F ’S 
C O M M E N D A T IO N

24020340 Pte. Terence John Perry  
The M iddlesex Regim ent (D.C.O.)

2 4020340 P te . T e re n c e  J o h n  P e r ry  b o rn  S eptem ber 
14, 1946, jo in e d  th e  A rm y  o n  J u ly  20 , 1964- H e  com ­
p le te d  h is  t ra in in g  a t  th e  H o m e  C o u n tie s  B rig ad e  Depot, 
a n d  jo in e d  th e  1st B a tta lio n , T h e  M id d le se x  Regim ent 
( D .C .O .)  in  G ib ra l ta r  in  la te  1964, a n d  has  serv ed  with 
th e  B a tta lio n  s in ce  th e n  in  N o r th e rn  I re lan d , and 
c u rre n tly  in  G u y a n a  ( th e n  B ritish  G u ian a ).

O n  A p r i l  26 , 1966, P te . P e r ry  w as a  m e m b e r  of an 
I n te rn a l  S e c u ri ty  ro u tin e  p a tro l, in  co m p a n y  w ith  a 
N .C .O . a n d  fo u r  o th e r  so ld ie rs , in  th e  C o re n ty n e  district 
o f  B r i tish  G u ia n a . In  th e  c o u rse  o f  th is  pa tro l, the 
p a tro l  v eh ic le  o v e r tu rn e d  in  a rem o te  a re a  som e miles 
f ro m  h a b ita tio n . P te . P e r ry  w as th ro w n  o u t  o f the 
v eh ic le  a n d  su ffe red  b a d  b ru is in g , lace ra tio n s, a badiy 
s p ra in e d  leg  a n d  m in o r  c o n cu ss io n . H is  com panions 
w ere  all se rio u s ly  h u r t ,  o n e  w ith  a sm a sh e d  leg, t re

2ke 2 )  Le -̂ .Mardis

P te. T . J .  P erry

w ith  sev era l v eh ic les  u n til  all th e  casu a ltie s  h a d  b een  
evacuated  fro m  th e  scene . H e  th e n  s to p p e d  a m o to r ­
cyc list a n d  b r ie fed  h im  to  r e p o r t  th e  acc id en t to  th e  
n e a re s t P o lice  S ta tio n , a n d  to  in fo rm  h is  o w n  P la to o n  
C o m m a n d e r  o f  th e  s itu a tio n .

P te . P e r ry  th e n  g a th e re d  u p  all th e  a rm s , a m m u n itio n  
an d  e q u ip m e n t o f  th e  p a tro l  a n d  rem a in e d  o n  g u a rd  over 
th e m  a n d  th e  sm a sh e d  v eh ic le  u n til  th e  a rr iv a l o f  th e  
p o lice  so m e  h o u r  o r  m o re  la te r. H e  th e n  h a n d e d  o v er 
th e  w eap o n s a n d  a m m u n itio n  o f  th e  p a tro l, less h is  ow n, 
to  th e  safe  c u s to d y  o f  th e  police . H e  re fu sed  to  leave th e  
scene  u n til  th e  a rr iv a l o f  h is  C o m p a n y  2 IC , a n d  rem a in ed  
a t  h is  s e lf -a p p o in te d  p o s t u n til  p ro p e r ly  re liev ed . H e  
la te r  w as tak e n  to  h o sp ita l fo r  t re a tm e n t  o f  h is  o w n  
in ju ries .

F ro m  th e  tim e  o f  th e  a c c id e n t, d e sp ite  h is  o w n  
in ju rie s , h is  ca lm n ess , in itia tiv e  a n d  p rese n c e  o f  m in d  
w ere  e n tire ly  resp o n s ib le  fo r  th e  fac t th a t  h is  c o m ra d e s  
rece ived  p ro m p t  m ed ica l a tte n tio n  a n d  e n a b le d  ev acu a tio n  
b y  h e lic o p te r  to  b e  o rg an ised  q u ick ly . F u r th e rm o re , 
a rm s an d  a m m u n itio n  in  a n  o p e ra tio n a l In te rn a l  S e c u rity  
a rea  w ere  n o t  lost.

H is  coolness a t a t im e  o f  c risis , a n d  h is sen se  o f  d u ty  
u n d e r  v e ry  d ifficu lt c o n d itio n s, have se rv ed  as a n  ex am p le  
to  h is  B atta lion .

T h e  G e n e ra l O fficer C o m m a n d in g - in -C h ie f  d ire c ts  
th a t  an  e n try  sha ll b e  m ad e  in  th e  re lev an t d o c u m e n ts  
in  acco rd an ce  w ith  Q u e e n ’s R eg u la tio n s , p a ra g ra p h  
1633(0).

w ith  f ra c tu re d  sku lls , o n e  w ith  a p p a re n t in te rn a l 
in ju ries. A ll w e re  unco n scio u s .

D esp ite  h is  o w n  sh o ck ed , d azed  co n d itio n  P te . P e rry  
a t  once a d m in is te re d  su c h  f irst a id  as h e  co u ld  an d  m ade 
the  casua lties  as c o m fo rtab le  as possib le . H e  th e n  wre n t 
b ackw ards a n d  fo rw a rd s  to  a n e a rb y  s tre a m  to  w et 
tow els to  b a th e  th e  d i r t  an d  d u s t  fro m  th e  casualties, 
an d  in  a n  a tte m p t  to  keep  th e m  cool in  th e  heat.

A fte r  so m e  tim e  a veh ic le  a p p ro a c h e d  th e  scene. P te . 
P e rry  s to p p e d  th is  a n d  asked  th e  d r iv e r  to  b eg in  the  
ev acu atio n  o f  h is  c o m rad es  to  th e  n ea re s t ho sp ita l som e 
20 m iles aw ay . H e  su p e rv ised  a n d  assisted  w ith  th e  
loading  o f  th e  casua lties. H e  s to p p e d  an d  d id  th e  sam e

R egim ental Ties
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your Regimental Tie?

See order form  at the front of the book

Maintain your 
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OF R IV ER S A N D  P L A IN S
B y  L t .  M .  B .  M o n tg o m ery

F o u r -h u n d r e d  y e a rs  ago , w h e n  S ir  W a lte r  R a le ig h  
f irs t  saw  G u y a n a , h e  ca lle d  i t  “  E l D o ra d o ,”  th e  la n d  o f  
g o ld . H e  w a s  c lo se r  to  th e  t r u t h  th a n  h e  rea lised . 
T o d a y  “  p o rk -n o c k e rs ,”  th e  local p ro sp e c to rs ,  f in d  go ld  
a n d  d ia m o n d s  in  v ir tu a lly  e v e ry  c reek  o f  th e  N o r th e rn  
h a lf  o f  th e  c o u n try . D e s p i te  th is ,  th e  la n d  h a s  rem a in e d  
v ir tu a lly  u n to u c h e d ,  a p a r t  f ro m  a  few  b u s h  n e g ro e s , w ho  
fo rm e d  sm a ll c o m m u n itie s  a fte r  h a v in g  b e e n  fo rc e d  in to  
th e  in te r io r  as a r e s u lt  o f  th e  1763 s lave u p r is in g s , a few  
b a u x ite  m in in g  to w n s , a n d  th e  c a ttle  ra n c h e rs  o f  th e  
S o u th  W e st. E v e n  n o w  G u y a n a  offers a w e a lth  o f  u n ­
e x p lo re d  ju n g le  fo r  th e  a d v e n tu ro u s , a n d  th e  w id e  
r iv e rs  re m a in  as th e  o n ly  ro u te s  to  th e  p la in s .

G u y a n a , u n t i l  re c e n tly  a B r i tish  C o lo n y  o f  so m e  
6 0 0 ,0 0 0  p e o p le , s ti ll  k e e p s  h e r  se cre ts . S u rp ris in g ly  
l it t le  is  k n o w n  a b o u t h e r  b e y o n d  th e  d en se ly  p o p u la te d  
co asta l f r in g e . T o  o b ta in  in fo rm a tio n  a b o u t th e  c o u n try  
p a tro ls  w e re  se n t  u p  th e  m a jo r  w a te rw ay s. T h e  
c o u n try  is  d iv id e d  b y  th e  m a n y  r iv e r  sy s te m s— in  th e  
W e s t  th e  E sse q u ib o , M a z a ru n i  a n d  G u y u n i  c o m p lex , in  
th e  E a s t  th e  D e m e ra ra  a n d  B erb ice . T h e  fo llo w in g  
s to ry  is  b a se d  o n  tw o  o f  th e s e  p a tro ls ;  th e  f irs t  a b o a t 
t r i p  u p  th e  B e rb ic e  to  d isc o v e r h o w  fa r  th a t  r iv e r  w as 
n av ig a b le , th e  se co n d  a fo o t p a tro l  ac ro ss  th e  p la in s  
w h ic h  d iv id e  th e  tw o  r iv e rs . T h e  se co n d  p a tro l  c a rr ie d  
d in g h ie s  w h ic h  w e re  to  b e  u s e d  to  p a d d le  d o w n  th e  
D e m e ra ra  R iv e r, a n d  so  lin k  to g e th e r  th e  E a s te rn  p a r t  o f 
th e  country*.

“  Stop the boat, I want to get off . . . ”

T h e  firs t p a tro l  w as la u n c h e d  f ro m  N e w  A m ste rd a m  
a t  th e  m o u th  o f  th e  B erb ice  R iv er. A f te r  a fo r tn ig h t’s 
d e lay  d u r in g  w h ic h  w e  o rg an ise d  s to re s  a n d  fu e l w e  a t 
la s t  h e a rd  th a t  th e  b o a t  a n d  b o a tm a n  lo an e d  to  u s  b y  th e  
M inistry* o f  W o rk s  a n d  H y d ra u lic s  w e re  w a itin g  fo r  
u s  a t  th e  D e p a r tm e n t  je t ty . A c c o rd in g ly , C p l. B asse tt, 
P te s .  M c L e lla n d  a n d  O ’R eg an  a n d  m y se lf  p re s e n te d  
o u rse lv e s  a t  th e  w a te rf ro n t  o n  M o n d a y , A p r i l  18, 1966. 
T h e  m o rn in g  m is t  h a d  s till  n o t  c le a red  f ro m  th e  r iv e r, 
in d e e d  i t  w as b a re ly  l ig h t ,  so  a n x io u s  w e re  w e to  g e t 
u n d e r  w ay . O u r  e n th u s ia sm  g o t u s  n o w h e re — w e so o n  
d isc o v e red  th a t  w e  h a d  b ro u g h t  th e  w ro n g  g rad e  o f  
e n g in e  oil, a n d  th a t  w e  w o u ld  h a v e  to  w a it  u n t i l  th e  
s to re s  h a d  o p e n e d , a n d  M r .  H a r r is ,  th e  b o a tm a n , h a d  
co llec ted  h is  to o ls . I t  w as a b o u t  th is  tim e , as th e  f irs t 
to u c a n  c le a re d  its  th ro a t  a n d  th e  d e n se  m is t  b e g a n  to  
m o v e  d o w n  r iv e r  th a t  w e f irs t  s e t ey es  u p o n  th e  v esse l 
t h a t  w as to  b e  o u r  h o m e  fo r  th e  n e x t  w eek  o r  so. F i r s t  
im p re ss io n s  a re  o f te n  m is le a d in g , b u t  th e re  w as l it t le  to  
deceiv e  o n e  a b o u t  th is  b o a t. S h e  w as a b o u t  27 fee t 
lo n g  a n d  b e lo n g e d  to  th e  “  p u n t  ”  c la ss  o f  sa ilin g  sh ip s . 
F la t-b o tto m e d  a n d  n e a rly  aw ash , h e r  h u l l  w as f il th y  a n d  
h a d  n o t  se en  a  co a t o f  p a in t  fo r  y e a rs . H e r  en g in e , 
h o w ev er, w as e n o rm o u s— a 40 h .p . B u c c a n e er, w h ic h  
m u s t  h av e  w e ig h e d  2CWt. S h o r tly  a f te r  b e in g  re ­
a s su re d  b y  th e  s ig h t  o f  a so -o b v io u s ly  c o m p e te n t  en g in e , 
w e  w e re  h o w ev er, s e t  s h a rp ly  b ack  o n  o u r  h e e ls  b y  th e  
s ig h t  o f  M r. H a r r is  a n d  a fellow  b o a tm a n  s tru g g lin g  
to w a rd s  u s  w ith  a  sp a re  en g in e . H e  o b v io u sly  d id  n o t 
sh a re  o u r  c o n fid en ce  in  th e  first!

hrdi

B y lu n c h tim e  w e w e re  60 m ile s  f ro m  th e  co ast and 
su ffic ien tly  w e ll o rg an ise d  o n  b o a rd  to  s ta r t  ta k in g  n o te  of 
o u r  s u rro u n d in g s . W e  h a d  s to p p e d  a t  T o ra n i  for 
“  e le v e n se s ,”  a n d  to  ta lk  to  th e  o w n e r  o f  a  f lo a tin g  super­
m ark e t. H e  p e rs u a d e d  u s  to  sa m p le  a  d ro p  o f  his 
p e rso n a l  h o m e -b re w e d  ru m , w h ic h  th o u g h  h o rrib ly  
o v e rs tre n g th , h a d  a  v e ry  fine  flav o u r a n d  w o u ld  have 
m ad e  a  p le a s a n t  e n o u g h  d r in k  if  p ro d u c e d  wri th  a  little 
m o re  a tte n tio n  to  d e ta il.  T h e  r iv e r  th e re  w as b ro a d  and 
sm o o th , its  c o lo u r  th e  c o n s is ten c y  o f  w eak  d rin k in g  
c h o co la te , th e  b a n k s  m u d d y  a n d  h eav ily  overgrow n. 
W e  w e re  b e g in n in g  to  see  so m e  g a m e ; a t  f irs t  th e re  w ere 
o n ly  sm a ll a llig a to rs  w h ic h  h u r r ie d  in to  th e  wra te r  as 
so o n  as th e y  h e a rd  o u r  en g in e , b u t  j u s t  s h o r t  o f  T o ran i 
w e  saw  o u r  f irs t  C a n je  p h e a sa n ts ,  la rg e  red d ish -b ro w n  
b ird s , n o w  b e c o m in g  r a re . T h e  w o rk e rs  a t th e  h ydrau lics 
s ta t io n  h a d  c a u g h t a n  A rm ad illo  w h ic h  w as sh o rtly  to 
b e c o m e  th e  m a in  in g re d ie n t  in  a  “ G u y a n a  s te w ” ; 
la te r  w e  w e re  to  p a ss  a n o th e r  o n e  sw im m in g  across the 
r iv e r.

P a s t  T o ra n i  to w a rd s  F o r t  N a ssa u , a n  o ld  D u tch  
s tro n g h o ld  fam o u s  fo r  its  p a r t  in  th e  s lav e  up ris in g s, 
w h ic h  h as  n o w  a lm o s t ro t te d  b a c k  in to  th e  ju n g le , the 
r iv e r -b a n k  b e g a n  to  c h a n g e  s lig h tly . I t  w7as n o w  slightly  
h ig h e r ,  a n d  e v e ry  few7 m ile s  th e  tre e s  h a d  b e e n  c u t back 
to  leave  ro o m  fo r  sm a ll g ro u p s  o f  ram sh ack le  h o u ses  built 
o n  s ti l ts  a n d  o c c u p ie d  b y  A m e rin d ian s . B y  th e  tim e  we 
re a c h e d  T a c a m a  s te llin g  (n ea r  th e  b a tt le  c am p  w h ic h  was 
to  b e  o u r  re s t in g  p lace  fo r  th e  n ig h t) ,  i t  w as  b e g in n in g  to 
g e t  d a rk  a n d  w e h a d  b e e n  o b lig e d  to  g ro p e  o u r  w ay  up 
th e  r iv e r  u s in g  to rc h e s  to  se a rc h  fo r  o b s tac les  su ch  as 
s u n k e n  lo g s, a llig a to rs  a n d  o th e r  b o a ts . E v e n tu a lly  we 
f o u n d  th e  s te llin g  a n d  w e re  m e t  b y  a  sm a ll party* o f “ A ” 
C o m p a n y  w h o  h a d  a lre a d y  b e e n  w a itin g  fo r  some 
h o u r s ,  a n d  w e re  n o t  e n c h a n te d  b y  life  o n  th e  riverbank 
a t  n ig h t. W e  a t  lea s t m a n a g e d  a g o o d  n ig h t’s res t in 
fa ir ly  c o m fo rta b le  c o n d itio n s  a n d  w e re  ab le  to  m ake an 
e a rly  s ta r t  th e  fo llo w in g  m o rn in g . T h e  r iv e r  a t this 
p o in t  w as m u c h  m o re  in te re s t in g — now7 s lig h tly  nar­
ro w e r  w e  w e re  ab le  to  see  b o th  b a n k s  a t th e  sam e  tim e 
a n d  as th e  w a te r  w as m u c h  d e e p e r  th e  b o a t  co u ld  run  
m u c h  c lo se r  to  th e  tre e s . W e  w e re  c o n tin u a lly  passing 
fam ilie s  o f  A m e rin d ian s  p a d d lin g  u p s tre a m  in  heavily- 
lo ad e d  d u g -o u t  canoes.

W e  re a c h e d  K w ak w an i, a  la rg e  b a u x ite  m in in g  com ­
m u n ity ,  a n d  th e  s o u th e rn m o s t  to w n  o n  th e  Berbice, 
a t  a b o u t  n o o n . H e re  w e  c h a n g e d  b o a ts . L e a v in g  our 
m ass iv e  p u n t  r e s t in g  a p p ro p r ia te ly  e n o u g h  o n  a high 
m u d  b an k , w e  m o v ed  all o u r  k i t  in to  a  b e a u tifu l litt e 
b o a t,  b r ig h t ly  p a in te d , l ig h t  as a  fea th e r  b u t  w ith  a  s trong 
re s i lie n t  look  a b o u t  h e r.  S h e  w as ca lled  A ngela . Also 
a t  K w ak w an i w e h i re d  tw o  A m e rin d ia n  g u id es , Stanley 
a n d  D e n ,  w h o  w e re  la te r  to  p ro v e  th em se lv e s  invaluable, 
n o t  o n ly  fo r  th e i r  k n o w led g e  o f  th e  r iv e r , b u t  for their 
a b il i ty  to  lo ca te  a n d  c a tc h  g am e a n d  fish . T w o  o  clock 
th a t  a fte rn o o n  saw  u s  n o s in g  o u r  w a y  u p  a  v e ry  different 
B e rb ice , m u c h  n a rro w e r  a n d  q u i te  g lo o m y  in  places. 
T h e  “  ra in s  ”  h a d  n o t  a rr iv e d  a t  th is  tim e  (a lth o u g h  we 
h a d  all b e e n  th o ro u g h ly  so ak ed  a  n u m b e r  o f  t im e s  on  the 
w a y  u p  th e  r iv e r)  a n d  th e  w a te r  w as s ti ll  shallow , so 
sh a llo w  in  fac t, th a t  th e  locals d o u b te d  w h e th e r  we 
w o u ld  e v e n  g e t to  M a rlis sa  F a lls , le t  a lo n e  I ta ^ rU‘ 
W e  h a d , o f  c o u rse , lau g h e d , c o n fid e n t th a t  ev en  if  w e had
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to  p u s h  th e  b o a t th e  w h o le  w ay, w e  w o u ld  g e t th e re  
som ehow . H a lfw ay  th ro u g h  th e  a fte rn o o n  w e h i t  o u r  
f irst o b s tac les— tre e s  b e lo w  th e  w a te r. W h e n  I say 
“  h i t  ”  I  m ean  ju s t  th a t— w e soon  d isc o v e red  th a t  th e  
b es t w ay  to  c ro ss  th e  o bstac les w as to  race  a t  th e m , c u t 
th e  e n g in e  as  th e  b o a t  b e g a n  to  r ise  o u t  o f  th e  w ater, 
a n d  th e n  h a n g  o n  fo r  y o u r  life  as y o u  b o u n c e d  d o w n  to  
h it th e  w a te r  w ith  a tre m e n d o u s  sp la sh  o n  th e  o th e r  side  
o f th e  log . A b o u t th is  tim e  w e b eg an  to  ru n  in to  th e  
f irst o f  th e  sa n d b an k s  w h ich  w e re  la te r  to  give u s  so  m u ch  
tro u b le . A t  f irs t S ta n le y  a n d  D e n  m an a g e d  to  fin d  
n a rro w  c h a n n e ls  o f  d e e p e r  w a te r , b u t  e v e n tu a lly  w e w ere 
all o u t  o v e r  th e  s id e , p u sh in g  w ith  all o u r  s tre n g th .
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m an y  trees  o n  th e  b a n k — o ften  h e  chose  one  as f a r  as 100 
yard s  aw ay. T h e  b o a t’s e n g in e  s to p p e d  as D e n  g u id ed  
us q u ie tly  to  th e  ban k . A  few  seconds la te r  a n d  an  
ig u an a  w o u ld  b e  s tru g g lin g  in  th e  b o tto m  o f  th e  b o a t 
w ith  an  a rro w  th ro u g h  it. T h e y  sh o t several ig u an a  
in  th is  w ay, b u t  th e  a s to n ish in g  fac t w as n o t  th e  ease 
w ith  w h ic h  S ta n le y  a n d  D e n  s h o t  th em , b u t  th a t  th e y  
co u ld  see  o n e  o f  th ese  s u p e rb ly  cam o u flag ed  liza rd s , 
so m e tim es as fa r  as 100 y a rd s  aw ay, w h e n  w e h a d  
d ifficu lty  in  p ick in g  th e m  o u t a t 6  feet.

W e a te  o n e  o f  th e  ig u an a  a t  th a t  c am p  a n d  fo u n d  it 
q u ite  ta s ty — a lit tle  like  sp ic e d  ra b b it .  I  c o u ld  n o t  h e lp  
n o tic in g  th o u g h , th a t  o u r  t in n e d  c h ic k e n  p ro v e d  m o re

H ad  th e  w a te r  b e e n  2 in ch e s  lo w er w e w o u ld  p ro b ab ly  
have h a d  to  u n lo a d  th e  b o a t a n d  c a rry  th e  s to res  o v e r th e  
obstac le, b e fo re  p u s h in g  th e  b o a t  over.

J u s t  b e fo re  d a rk  w e  m ad e  cam p  o n  th e  r iv e r  bank . 
I t  w7o u ld  b e  m o re  ac cu ra te  to  say  th a t  S tan ley  an d  D e n  
m ade th e  c a m p — fellin g  tre e s , s tre tc h in g  ta rp a u lin s , 
l ig h tin g  fires a n d  c le a n in g  gam e— w hile  w7e  s to o d  by  
feeling  s lig h tly  su p e rflu o u s  b u t  t ry in g  to  look  busy . 
T h is  w as j u s t  a n o th e r  ex am p le  o f  th e i r  se lf-re liance  o n  
the  r iv e r ; w7e h a d  a lread y  seen  h ow  w ell th e y  c o u ld  h u n t.  
T h e ir  p o w ers  o f  o b se rv a tio n  defied  d escrip tio n . S tan ley  
w ould  s it  o n  th e  b ow  o f  th e  b o a t a p p a re n tly  ha lf-as leep  
'  ev e ry  n ow  a n d  ag a in  h e  w o u ld  lazily  p o in t  a t o n e  o f the

p o p u la r  w ith  th e  A m e rin d ian s  th a n  th e  ig u an a  w ith  th e  
so ld ie rs!  W e f in ish ed  ea tin g  sh o rtly  a fte r  n ig h tfa ll an d  
w e n t to  b e d  ea rly  a fte r  ta lk in g  fo r  a lit tle  a ro u n d  th e  fire. 
W e  h a d  scarce ly  c losed  o u r  eyes, h o w ev er, b e fo re  a 
fan ta s tic  th u n d e rs to rm  b ro k e  o v e r us. A t f irs t w e  all lay 
th e re  lis te n in g  ( ra th e r  anx io u sly ) to  th e  t h u n d e r  a n d  
lo ok ing  a t  th e  r iv e r , b r ig h tly  illu m in a te d  b y  c o n tin u o u s  
lig h tn in g . T h e n ,  w ith  a ru sh , th e  ra in  h i t  u s , a n d  w e 
s p e n t  20 h ec tic , a n d  very* w e t, m in u te s  re -o rg a n is in g  o u r  
s leep in g  p o sitio n s . E v e n tu a lly  th e  s to rm  p assed , b u t  
w e  w ere s till  w e t w h e n  th e  d aw n  cam e.

W e s ta r te d  early  a fte r  a  q u ick  b rea k fa s t o f  eggs an d  
f re sh  b an an as . T h e  r iv e r  so o n  becam e  m u ch  n a rro w e r
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a n d  s lig h tly  d a rk e r ,  b u t  th e  w a te r  h a d  r is e n  2 o r  3 in ch e s  
d u r in g  th e  n ig h t,  so  w e  m a d e  q u ite  g o o d  p ro g re s s . T h e  
ju n g le  o n  e i th e r  s id e  w as a liv e  w i th  b i rd s , m ain ly  
k in g fish e rs  a n d  h e ro n s ,  a n d  S ta n le y  so o n  c a u g h t a 
c o u p le  m o re  ig u an a , so  w e  h a d  p le n ty  to  k eep  o u r  m in d s  
o c c u p ie d . A b o u t  lu n c h t im e  w e  s h o t  a n  e n o rm o u s  
sn a k e — a t le a s t  i t  lo o k ed  e n o rm o u s  to  u s , m ea s u r in g  w ell 
o v e r  11 f t.  T h e  A m e rin d ia n s  ca lled  i t  a h a e m o ra li a n d  
s a id  it  w as o n e  o f  th e  m o s t p o iso n o u s  in  S o u th  A m erica . 
H o w e v e r  it  w as  b lack  a n d  b u f f  in  co lo u r, a n d  lo o k ed  to  
m e  r a th e r  lik e  so m e  k in d  o f  a n n a c o n d a  w h ic h , a lth o u g h  
e x tre m e ly  d a n g e ro u s , is  n o t  in  th e  leas t b i t  p o iso n o u s , 
b u t  re lies  o n  its  s tr e n g th  to  c ru s h  its  v ic tim s . O n e  o ften  
h e a rs  o f  s tro n g  sw im m e rs  d ro w n in g  in ex p lica b ly  in  
G u y a n a ;  th e s e  d e a th s  m a y  w ell b e  th e  re s u lt  o f  o n e  o f  
th e s e  sn ak es , w h ic h  s leep  fo r  lo n g  p e rio d s  o f  t im e  u n d e r ­
w a te r ,  a n d  w h e n  th e y  aw aken , h u n g ry , w ill a tta c k  th e  f irs t  
th in g  th a t  m o v es , reg a rd le s s  o f  size.

W h a te v e r  its  ty p e , th e  sn a k e  p ro v e d  v e ry  r e lu c ta n t  to  
d ie ;  i t  h a d  a lread y  su rv iv e d  s ix  7 .62  m m . ro u n d s  w h e n  
a  N o . 6 s h o t  f ro m  th e  12 -b o re  f ina lly  a t  lea s t r e n d e re d  it 
u n c o n sc io u s . E v e n  a fte r  th is  i t  to o k  th re e  o f  u s  to  h o ld  
i t  d o w n  w h ile  D e n  sk in n e d  it. S o o n  a fte r  th is  in c id e n t,  
as  w e a p p ro a c h e d  M a rlis sa  F a lls  w e b e g a n  to  r u n  in to  a 
lo t  o f  t ro u b le , f irs t  w i th  lo n g  sa n d b a n k s , a n d  th e n  w ith  
t h e  la rg e  n u m b e r  o f  d e a d  tre e s  th a t  h a d  fa llen  ac ro ss  th e  
r iv e r .  T h e re  is  n o  d o u b t  th a t  h a d  i t  n o t  ra in e d  so  
h eav ily  th e  p rev io u s  n ig h t,  w e w o u ld  n o t  h a v e  b e e n  ab le  
to  rea c h  M a rlis sa  F a lls . A s i t  w as , w e  rea c h e d  th e  F alls  
a t  a b o u t  2  o ’clock , a n d  a fte r  s tru g g lin g  fo r  a b o u t  h a lf  an  
h o u r  m an a g e d  to  p u s h  th e  b o a t  th ro u g h . T h e  falls a re  
re a lly  a b o u t 50 y a rd s  o f  ra p id s ,  v e ry  ro ck y  a n d  shallow , 
a n d  q u ite  d ifficu lt to  c ro ss  w ith  a h e a v ily -lo a d e d  b o a t. 
A n g e la , f o rtu n a te ly , w as q u ite  lig h t, a n d  d id  n o t  give u s  
to o  m u c h  tro u b le .

S h o r tly  a fte r  c ro s s in g  th e  ra p id s  w e  c a u g h t o u r  f irs t 
s tin g ra y  w ith  a  c o u p le  o f  sp e a rs . I t  gave a t re m e n d o u s  
f ig h t ev en  w h e n  im p a led  a g a in s t th e  s a n d  b y  tw o  cast- 
i ro n  sp e a rs . T h e y  say  th a t  i f  o n e  s tin g s  y o u  (a n d  th e y  
a re  q u ite  co m m o n  in  th e  u p p e r  rea c h e s  o f  m o s t  G u y a n e se  
r iv e rs )  y o u  b e c o m e  a n  im m e d ia te  h o sp ita l  case , w i th  o n ly  
a  s lim  c h an ce  o f rea c h in g  th e  h o s p ita l.  T h is  o n e  c e r­
ta in ly  lo o k ed  p re t ty  fo rm id a b le — it  w e ig h e d  a b o u t  10 
lb . a n d  m ea su red  a b o u t  2  fee t ac ro ss  w ith  a v ic io u s  sp in e  
o n  its  9 - in c h  ta il . W e  h a d  n o t  lo n g  p a sse d  th e  sa n d y  
s tre tc h e s  w h e re  w e c a u g h t th e  s tin g ra y  w h e n  w e rea c h e d  
a  se rie s  o f  rap id s  th a t  p ro v e d  a n  e v e n  g re a te r  o b s ta c le  
th a n  M a rlis sa  F a lls . W e s ta r te d  p u s h in g  a g a in , w a tc h in g  
th e  r iv e r  b e d  a  lit tle  m o re  c a re fu lly  now . D o z e n s  o f  fish  
t r i e d  to  g e t p a s t  u s  in  th e  n a rro w  s tre tc h e s ;  w e  im ­
m e d ia te ly  t r ie d  to  s to p  th e m  a n d  m an a g e d  to  fo rce  o n e  to  
ju m p  in to  th e  b o a t. I t  w as a  n ice  lo o k in g  fish , d e e p ­
b o d ied , w e ig h in g  a t  lea s t a co u p le  o f  p o u n d s  a n d  ca lled , 
I  th in k , a  k a ta b a c . S ta n le y  w as soon  ju m p in g  fro m  
ro c k  to  ro ck  fo llow ing  th e  sh o a l, a n d  d id  in  fac t m an a g e  to  
sh o o t a c o u p le  w ith  h is  b o w  a n d  a rro w . N o t  lo n g  a fte r  
ch a sin g  k a ta b a c  w e saw  o u r  f irs t t ig e r  f ish , o r  c u le t —  it 
to o  w as so o n  rac in g  fo r  th e  b a n k  w ith  an  a rro w  in  its  
b ack . W e  c h ased  it, on ly  to  f in d  th a t  w e h a d  to  f ig h to ff 
a  cay m an , w h ic h  also  fan c ied  fish  fo r  s u p p e r,  b e fo re  w e  
c o u ld  sh o o t i t  ag a in  a n d  fin a lly  p u ll  i t  in to  th e  b o a t. 
T h is  fish  w as w ell w o r th  th e  tro u b le  it to o k  to  ca tc h  it, 
as  i t  w e ig h ed  o v e r 20 lb . a n d  la te r  p ro v e d  to  b e  d e lic io u s
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e a tin g . T h e r e  c e rta in ly  a p p e a re d  to  b e  n o  d an g er of 
s ta rv in g  in  th is  lan d .

W e  e v e n tu a lly  rea c h e d  th e  G a te , w h ic h , inciden ta lly , 
w o u ld  b e  q u i te  im p o ss ib le  if  th e  r iv e r  w e re  in  flood— the 
G a te  is  a 2 0 -fo o t g ap  b e tw e en  tw o  e n o rm o u s  bou lders 
th ro u g h  w h ic h  th e  r iv e r  races  w i th  a d e e p , s ile n t, swell. 
W e  ro u n d e d  th e  c o rn e r  a n d  cam e  u p o n  a b e a u tifu l lake 
w i th  a n  is la n d  in  its  c e n tre ,  a n d  I ta b r u  F a lls  a t  th e  far 
e n d . T h is  w as to  b e  th e  e n d  o f  th e  “  tra i l  ”  fo r  this 
p a tro l ,  fo r, a lth o u g h  w e  w o u ld  all h a v e  lik e d  to  go 
fu r th e r ,  i t  is  q u i te  im p o ss ib le  to  g e t a  b o a t  o v e r th e  Falls 
w h e n  th e  r iv e r  is  s ti ll  low . O n  th e  w e s t b a n k  o f  the 
lake, h ig h  ab o v e  th e  w a te r  th e re  is  a n  o ld  h o u se , th e  only 
o n e  fo r  50 m ile s  in  a n y  d ire c tio n , w h ic h  is u se d  as a 
w e a th e r  s ta t io n . I t  is  r u n  b y  a n  o ld  m a n  w h o  h as  been 
th e re  a lm o s t c o n tin u o u s ly  s in c e  1959, a n d  w h o se  sole job 
is  to  s e n d  a d a ily  w e a th e r  r e p o r t  to  G e o rg e to w n  over a 
V .H .F .  ra d io  th a t  h a d  n o t  w o rk e d  fo r  o v e r  a  m onth . 
T h is  w as p re s u m a b ly  so m e  in d ic a tio n  o f  h o w  highly 
G e o rg e to w n  p r iz e d  th e s e  r e p o r ts — th is  d id  n o t  seem  to 
w o rry  th e  o ld  m a n  u n d u ly  fo r  h e  c o n tin u e d  to  take  his 
d a ily  rea d in g s  o f  w a te r  d e p th  a n d  w in d  v e loc ity , despite 
th e  fa c t  t h a t  h e  c o u ld  n o t  c o m m u n ica te  th e  in fo rm ation  
to  a n y b o d y !  H e  h a d  su ffic ien t fo o d  to  la s t  h im  many 
m o re  m o n th s , a n d  th e re  w as n o  s h o rta g e  o f  fish  in  the 
lake  o r  f ru i t  in  h is  b a c k -y a rd . H e  m a d e  u s  v e ry  welcome 
— th e re  w as o b v io u sly  a  lack  o f  t ra v e lle rs  in  th is  area 
a n d  w e s p e n t  a  v e ry  co m fo rta b le  n ig h t  in  h is  hom e.

T h a t  n ig h t  S ta n le y  to o k  M c L e lla n d  a n d  m e  o n  a night 
h u n t  d o w n  th e  r iv e r  in  a lit tle  d u g o u t can o e  borrow ed 
fro m  th e  o ld  m an . A t f irst w e  ju s t  d r if te d  d o w n  the 
r iv e r, th ro u g h  th e  G a te  to  a sm a ll se rie s  o f  r a p id s  known 
as T e a c u p  F a lls , u s in g  p o w e rfu l to rc h e s  o n  th e  banks 
t ry in g  to  d azz le  a llig a to rs. W e  s h o t  a t  o n e  o r  tw o  with 
rifles, b u t  so o n  fo u n d  th a t  o u r  n ig h t- s h o o tin g  w as not 
n e a rly  a c cu ra te  e n o u g h , a n d  s ta r te d  sp e ar-fish in g  off the 
ro ck s . T h is  p ro v e d  m u c h  e a sie r  th a n  w e e x p ec ted — the 
te c h n iq u e  is  to  ca tc h  a fish  in  th e  b e a m  o f  th e  torch, 
th e n , h o ld in g  th e  lig h t s te a d y  w ith  o n e  h a n d , sp ear the 
f ish  w ith  th e  o th e r .  O b v io u s ly  th e re  a re  one  o r two 
p itfa lls  fo r  th e  b e g in n e r ;  i f  y o u  m o v e  th e  to rc h  th e  fish 
w ill sw im  aw ay , i f  y o u  t ry  fo r  a fish  in  w a te r  th at is 
d e e p e r  th a n  y o u  e x p e c t y o u  w ill lose  y o u r  b a lance  an 
s p e n d  so m e  t im e  d iv in g  fo r  to rc h  a n d  sp ear, an d  lastly, 
u n less  y o u  k ill  th e  fish  p ro p e r ly  b e fo re  y o u  p u t  them  in 
a sh a llo w  can o e, y o u  w ill r e tu r n  to  f in d  th e  canoe empty. 
W e  w e re  v e ry  lu ck y , w e  c a u g h t a n u m b e r  o f  m edium - 
s ized  lu k en a n i, a n d  S ta n le y  sp e a re d  a m ag n ificen t 15- 
t ig e r-f ish . O u r  o n ly  su ccess  w ith  th e  a llig ato rs  was a 
4 - in . b a b y  th a t  c o u ld  n o t  h av e  b e e n  lo n g  o u t  o f  its shell. 
W e  le t  i t  go  aga in , h a v in g  d e c id e d  th a t  i t  m ig h t p iw e  
a n  e m b a r ra s s m e n t in  la te r  life if  w e  t r ie d  to  keep it as 
a p e t.

T h e  fo llo w in g  m o rn in g  w e  s ta r te d  o u r  r e tu rn  journey 
a n d  h a d  o u r  f irs t e x p e rie n ce  o f  sh o o tin g  rap id s . A lthough 
th e re  w e re  n o  p a rt ic u la rly  d ifficu lt rap id s , except 
p e rh a p s  M a rlissa  F a lls , w h e n  S ta n le y  a n d  D e n  c u t the 
e n g in e  fo r  th e  f irs t t im e , a n d  s ta r te d  p o lin g  u s  between 
s h a rp  ro ck s  a t a n  e v e r- in c re a sin g  sp e ed , w e all foun 
o u rse lv e s  h a n g in g  o n  v e ry  t ig h tly  to  th e  s id es  o f  th e  boa - 
A f te r  th e  f irst few  w e fe lt c o n fid e n t e n o u g h  to  jo in  in, 
b u t  even  th e n  A n g ela  to o k  a n u m b e r  o f n a s ty  knoc s
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and cam e c lose  to  o v e rtu rn in g  several t im e s. T h e  r iv e r 
had fa llen  a c o u p le  o f  in ch es  d u r in g  th e  n ig h t,  a n d  we 
soon fo u n d  ou rse lv es  p u sh in g  th e  b o a t o v e r sa n d b an k s, 
m any o f  w h ic h  w e h a d  n o t  even  n o tic e d  o n  th e  w ay up .

O n ly  tw o  n e a r-d isa s te rs  o c c u rre d  o n  th e  w ay  back  
dow n th e  r iv e r, b o th  o f  th e m  s tran g e ly  e n o u g h  inv o lv in g  
unw elcom e v is ito rs  th a t  n e a rly  cau sed  th e  p a tro l  to  
ab an d o n  sh ip . T h e  f irst w o u ld  n ev e r h av e  h a p p e n ed  
had  w e n o t  b e e n  n a tu ra lly  h e lp fu l peo p le . S ee in g  
so m eth in g  sw im m in g  a h ead  o f us w e  a t f irs t th o u g h t 
th at it w as a n  ig u an a  w h ic h  h a d  escap ed  w ith  o n e  o f 
S tan ley ’s a rro w s  in  it  tw o  days befo re . W h e n  w e d rew  
level w e saw  th a t  it w as a fish th a t  a m an  s ta n d in g  o n  th e  
shore h a d  s h o t. WTe p u lle d  it  ab o a rd  o n ly  to  realise 
a lm ost im m e d ia te ly  th a t  it  w as a larg e  p ira n h a , one  o f 
the  m o st v o rac io u s  fish  in  th e  w o rld . A s th is  o n e  w as 
p a rticu la rly  a n g ry  i t  w as to u c h  a n d  go fo r a few  m o m en ts  
as to  w h e th e r  it w o u ld  leave us, o r  w e w o u ld  leave th e  
boat. E v e n tu a lly  D e n , ev e r a m an  o f  ac tio n , d e c ap ita ted  
it w ith  a ca n e  k n ife , an d  w e all s ta r te d  b rea th in g  again .

T h e  o th e r  in c id e n t  co n c e rn e d  a lit tle  v isito r  th a t  h ad  
p resu m ab ly  c o m e  a b o a rd  w h ile  th e  b o a t w as m o o red  
against th e  b a n k  d u r in g  th e  p rev io u s  n ig h t. A b o u t 
10 o ’clock  th e  fo llow ing  m o rn in g  I aw oke fro m  a little  
nap in  th e  b o t to m  o f  th e  b o a t, to  see a ta ra n tu la  sp id e r 
clim bing  u p  o v e r m y  b oo ts. M o v in g  slig h tly  m o re  
quickly th a n  u su a l I k ick ed  i t  in to  th e  r iv e r . T h e re  
follow ed a s h o r t  a n d  p re g n a n t  silence, th e n  s u d d e n  
activ ity  as ev e ry  b i t  o f  k it in  th e  b o a t w as m o v ed  an d  
th o ro u g h ly  se a rc h e d  to  t ry  a n d  d isco v er an y  o th e r  
guests. F o r tu n a te ly  w e d id  n o t  find  any  m o re .

So e n d e d  th e  f irs t o f  th e  p a tro ls . W e sailed  in to  N ew  
A m ste rd am  o n  th e  S a tu rd a y  a fte rn o o n  closely follow ed 
by a s to rm  ev en  m o re  v io len t th a n  th a t  w h ich  follow ed 
us u p - riv e r  o n  th e  f irst day . T h e  n e x t s tage w o u ld  b e  to  
have a look a t th e  lan d  b e tw een  th e  B erb ice  an d  th e  
D em erara , a n d  th e n  ex p lo re  th e  D e m e ra ra  R iv er itself.

One More R iver
O w ing  to  th e  In te rn a l  S e c u rity  co m m itm en ts  an d  th e  

changes in  lo ca tio n  o f  th e  C o m p a n y  d u r in g  th e  p e rio d  
su rro u n d in g  G u y a n a ’s In d e p e n d e n c e  it w as im possib le  
to  a tte m p t th e  seco n d  p h a se  o f  th e  p a tro l u n til  th e  
m iddle  o f  J u ly . W h e n  w e  d id  ev en tu a lly  ge t m o v in g  w e 
based ou rse lv es  o n  T a c a m a , a n d  a W h ir lw in d  h e lico p te r  
of 1310 F lig h t  R .A .F . f ro m  A tk in so n  B ase lif ted  th e  new  
patro l c o n s is tin g  o f  P te s . C an n o n , S lad e  a n d  C raw fo rd  
to a lan d in g  s ite  c h o sen  b y  th e  ea rlie r  p a tro l  o n  th e  
South  s ide  o f  I ta b r u  L ak e . I h a d  m y se lf  a lready  flown 
over th e  co u rse  in  a C essn a  a irc ra f t  to  ge t som e idea  o f 
the land , as  th e  m ap s  o f  th e  a rea  w ere  v e ry  o ften  in ­
accurate a n d  co m p le te ly  lack ing  in  de ta il. T h e  h e lico p ter 
flight to o k  o n ly  a n  h o u r . D ry  an d  co m fo rtab le  we 
landed b esid e  th e  lake  a n d  w a ite d  fo r  th e  w ea th erm an  
to com e a n d  fe rry  u s  across to  h is  hou se . T h e  h e lico p te r  
m eanw hile c o n tin u e d  to  C a n is te r  F alls  to  leave a d d i­
tional su p p lie s  th e re  in  an tic ip a tio n  o f  o u r  arrival.

T h e  re m a in d e r  o f  th a t  m o rn in g  was sp e n t re ­
organising  th e  v ery  c o n s id e rab le  a m o u n t o f k it w e ra th e r  
op tim istically  h o p e d  to  c a rry  w ith  u s— ap art from  the  
norm al w eap o n s, e q u ip m e n t a n d  tw o  days ra tio n s, we 
each c a rried  A m e rin d ian  h am m o ck s  to  give th e  jo u rn e y

som e illu sio n  o f  c o m fo rt, an d  th e  o n e -m a n  R .A .F .  
d in g h ie s  w e  w e re  g o in g  to  u se  to  p a d d le  d o w n  th e  
D em era ra . W h e n  a ssem b led , each  m a n ’s k it w e ig h ed  
a b o u t 50 lb s. a n d  h a d  a rem a rk a b le  s te a d y in g  effect on  
o u r  o th erw ise  h ig h  sp ir its . I n  th e  a fte rn o o n , s till fu ll 
o f  e n e rg y , w e se t o u t  to  in v es tig a te  a n  o ld  p o rk -n o c k e r’s 
tra il  th a t  led  th ro u g h  th e  ju n g le  o n  th e  W e st b an k  o f 
th e  B erb ice  to w a rd s  S a v a n n a h  F a lls . T h e  p a th  w as d a rk  
an d  n a rro w  a n d  d u c k e d  p rec ip ito u s ly  o v e r th e  s teep  
h ills, d ip p in g  b ack  f re q u e n tly  to  th e  r iv e r  as th o u g h  to  
check  its  p o sitio n . In  fac t th ese  rea s su r in g  d iv ers io n s  
w ere q u ite  u n n e c essa ry — th e  n o ise  o f  th e  r iv e r  fo rc in g  
its  w ay b e tw een  th e  rocks o f  th e  m an y  rap id s  in  th is  
reg io n  le ft n o  d o u b t as to  w h e re  it  w as. W h e re  th e  
tra c k  cro ssed  s tre a m s trees  h a d  b e e n  fe lled  to  sav e  th e  
ex p e rien ced  tra v e lle r  f ro m  g e ttin g  h is  fee t w e t. A t first 
w e e n c o u n te red  som e d ifficu lty  in  c ro ss in g  th ese  
p reca rio u s  b rid g es , b u t  slow ly  g rew  m o re  su re -fo o te d , 
a n d  w ere  ab le  to  ru n  q u ite  q u ick ly  o v e r th em . I t  w as 
n o t long  b e fo re  w e d isco v ered  th a t  th e  p e n a lty  fo r  
o v e r-co n fid en ce  w as an  u n p le a sa n t d o u s in g  in  sm elly , 
m u d d y  w a te r. I w o u ld  s tro n g ly  ad v ise  o th e r  trav e lle rs  
in  th ese  reg ions to  g e t th e i r  fee t w e t b y  w a d in g  th e  
s tream s, ra th e r  th a n  to  risk  th e  d ro p  o f  10 ft. o r  so  in to  
a c reek  fu ll o f  ticks, an d  p o ssib ly  p ira n h a  o r  a llig ato rs!

W e m an ag ed  to  ge t as far as th e  L in d o  C reek  b e fo re  
th e  ap p ro a c h in g  d a rk n ess  fo rc e d  u s  to  r e tu rn  to  th e  
w e a th e r  s ta tio n , w h e re  w e sp e n t  a m o s t en joyab le
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e v e n in g  e a tin g  f re s h  p in e a p p le  slices  w ith  o u r  coffee, 
a n d  lis te n in g  to  th e  o ld  h u n t in g  s to r ie s  o f  o u r  h o s t  a n d  
h is  A m e rin d ia n  g u e s t. F ro m  th e m  w e  le a rn e d  o f 
a n o th e r  p o rk -n o c k e rs  t ra i l.  O rig in a lly  w e  h a d  p la n n e d  
to  m a rc h  d u e  W e st  f ro m  th e  F a lls , fo rc in g  o u r  w ay  
a c ro ss  th e  fo o th ills  o f  P a r is h ’s P eak  to  th e  S a v a n n a h  
b e y o n d . N o w  w e  le a rn e d  th a t  w e  c o u ld  fo llow  a tra il  
a c ro ss  th e  M a rlis sa  a n d  K a m w a tta  h e a d w a te rs  a n d  th en  
s tr ik e  S o u th -W e s t  fo r  th e  p la in s . A n y  tra i l  th ro u g h  th e  
ju n g le  w o u ld  b e  b e tte r  th a n  n o  tra i l  a t  all, so n e x t  
m o rn in g , b e n t  a lm o s t d o u b le  b e n e a th  o u r  p ack s, w e  
a c c e p te d  a l if t  in  th e  w e a th e rm a n ’s b o a t, a n d  m a d e  o u r  
w a y  d o w n -r iv e r .  T h e  r iv e r  w as c o n s id e rab ly  ch a n g ed  
s in ce  m y  las t v isit, th e  w a te r  h a v in g  risen  8 f t. as a re su lt  
o f  th e  h e a v y  seaso n a l ra in s . T h e  G a te  w as a  ro a r in g  
to r r e n t ,  th e  tw o  ro ck s  t h a t  gave i t  its  n a m e  h a v in g  
c o m p le te ly  d isa p p e a re d , a n d  m an y  o f  th e  sm a lle r  rap id s  
c o u ld  o n ly  b e  d is t in g u is h e d  b y  th e  s in is te r  w h ir lp o o ls  
in  th e  d a rk  b ro w n  riv e r.

T h e  tra il, w h e n  w e fo u n d  it, lo o k ed  as th o u g h  it was 
q u ite  re g u la rly  u se d , a n d  w e h a d  n o  d ifficu lty  in  fo llo w ­
in g  i t  fo r  th re e  o r  fo u r  m ile s, a lth o u g h  w e  w e re  all 
so a k ed  to  th e  sk in  w ith in  m in u te s  f ro m  p e rs p ira t io n  a n d  
ra in w a te r  o ff th e  u n d e rg ro w th . I t  w as e x tra o rd in a rily  
q u ie t  in  th e  ju n g le , a lm o s t d e p re s s in g ly  so , th e  lack  o f 
l ig h t  a d d in g  to  th e  fee lin g  th a t  n o th in g  b u t  tre e s  an d  
c re e p e rs  a n d  th o rn s  ex is ted . W e  so o n  s to p p e d  ta lk in g  
a n d  m a rc h e d  in  s ilen ce , o ccasiona lly  c u rs in g  w h e n  w e 
s lip p e d  a n d  fell d o w n  th e  m u d d y  b a n k s . W e  w e re  all 
q u ite  s u rp r is e d  w h e n , a f te r  a b o u t  an  h o u r  a n d  a half, 
w e cam e  acro ss  a h u t  in  a c lea rin g  a n d  h e a rd  vo ices 
n e a rb y . T h is  w as th e  go ld  a n d  d iam o n d  m in e  a b o u t 
w h ic h  w e h a d  b e e n  to ld . W e  sp e n t  a b o u t  a n  h o u r  th e re , 
d r in k in g  coffee a n d  ta lk in g  to  th e  m in e rs ,  s ix  o f  th em , 
as th e y  sh o v e lled  th e  c lay  o f  th e  s tre a m  b e d  u p  to  a 
s im p le  w a sh in g  a n d  s if tin g  m ac h in e  th e y  h a d  b u ilt  
th em se lv es . T h i s  w as a v e ry  p o o r  c la im , a n d  th e  m in e rs  
t re a te d  th e  a rr iv a l o f  fo u r  a rm e d  m e n , a lb e i t  so ld ie rs , 
w ith  so m e  su sp ic io n , so  w e d id  n o t  g e t to  see  an y  o f  th e  
f ru i ts  o f  t h e i r  lab o u r , b u t  w e re  so o n  sh o w n  p o lite ly  o n to  
th e  tra il  to  th e  K a m w a tta  h ead .

W e  fo llo w ed  th is  n e w  tra i l  fo r  a b o u t  a n  h o u r  w ith o u t  
a n y  d ifficu lty , d e sp ite  th e  fac t th a t  i t  h a d  n o t  b e e n  u se d  
fo r  so m e  m o n th s . T h e n  it b e g a n  to  g e t  in v o lv ed  w ith  
a n u m b e r  o f  sm all s tre a m s  a n d  b e g a n  to  tw is t a n d  tu r n  
in  a v a rie ty  o f d ire c tio n s , fina lly  d isa p p e a rin g  a lto g e th e r.

W e  w ere  o b lig ed  to  s ta r t  m a rc h in g  b y  c o m p a ss  a n d  
sp e n t  th e  re s t  o f  th e  d ay  fo rc in g  o u r  w ay  u p  a n d  d o w n  
o v e r  rav in es  a n d  s h a rp  r id g e s , all c o v e re d  w ith  tre e s  
b o u n d  to g e th e r  b y  fine  s tro n g  v in es , m a n y  o f  w h ic h  
w e re  co v e red  in  in ch - lo n g , s h a rp  th o rn s . B y  h a lf -p a s t  
fo u r  w e  w e re  all e x h a u ste d , so ak in g  w e t, a n d  co v e red  
in  sc ra tch e s . W e  fo u n d  a  p lea sa n t l it tle  s p o t  o n  a h ills id e  
n e a r  a s tre a m  a n d  m a d e  ca m p . A f te r  a  h o t  m eal, a 
c h a n g e  o f  c lo th e s  a n d  th e  lu x u ry  o f  ly in g  in  a dry' 
h a m m o c k , w e w e re  all fee lin g  in  m u c h  b e tte r  sp ir i ts  an d  
w ere  c o n fid e n t o f  rea c h in g  o u r  o b jec tiv e  th e  n e x t  day .

T h e  n e x t  d ay , h o w ev er, th e  r id g e s  g o t s te e p e r,  th e  
ju n g le  d e n ser, a n d  o u r  lo ad s  a p p a re n tly  m u c h  heav ie r. 
A p a r t  f ro m  severa l false  a la rm s  w h en  w e th o u g h t w e 
h a d  reach ed  th e  R u p u n u n i  C a ttle  T r a i l  w e saw  n o th in g  
to  a llev ia te  th e  te d iu m  o f  fo rc in g  o u r  w ay  th ro u g h

u n d e rg ro w th  th a t  w o u ld  d o  n o th in g  to  m ak e  o u r  passage 
a n y  easie r. U n fo r tu n a te ly , as w e  w e re  ta k in g  tw o  paces 
s id ew ay s to  ev e ry  o n e  fo rw a rd , a n d  w e w e re  un ab le  to 
fo llo w  th e  co m p a ss  b e a r in g  as  a c cu ra te ly  as w e w ould 
h av e  lik ed , o u r  p ro g re s s  w as c o n s id e ra b ly  s low er than  
w e rea lise d , a n d  b y  W e d n e sd a y  e v e n in g  w e w ere still 
e ig h t  m ile s  o r  so  f ro m  C a n is te r  F a lls . T h u r s d a y  w e had 
ex p e c te d  to  b e  re -s u p p lie d  b y  h e lic o p te r  as w e paddled  
d o w n  th e  r iv e r . A s w e w e re  s till  d e e p  in  h ig h  ju n g le  we 
w e re  o b lig e d  to  h a lt  a n d  c le a r  a p iece  o f  h ig h  g ro u n d  so 
th a t  th e  h e lic o p te r  w o u ld  n o t  h av e  to o  m u c h  tro u b le  in 
s e e in g  u s  a f te r  it h a d  h o m e d  o n to  o u r  S a rb e  Beacon. 
W e  w e re  in  a p re t ty  p o o r  s ta te  a lread y , w ith  cu ts  on 
a rm s  a n d  legs th a t  w e re  ra p id ly  b e c o m in g  infected 
d e sp ite  f re q u e n t  d o u s in g s  w i th  d is in fe c ta n t, an d  sores 
ca u se d  b y  w e b b in g  s tra p s  o n  s h o u ld e rs  a n d  h ip s ; in  fact, 
w e  w e re  all th a n k fu l  o f  th e  o p p o r tu n i ty  to  re s t while 
w a itin g  fo r  th e  h e lic o p te r , a n d  h a d  w e b e e n  g iven  the 
ch an ce , w o u ld  p ro b a b ly  h ave  b e e n  q u ite  h a p p y  to  be 
lif te d  o u t, e v e n  a t th a t  ea rly  stage.

T h e  h e lic o p te r  a rr iv e d  in  t im e  a n d  h a d  lit tle  difficulty 
in  lo ca tin g  u s  a f te r  w e h a d  f ired  a few  m in ifla res  in its 
d ire c tio n . W ith  f re sh  fo o d  a n d  c ig a re tte s , a n d  a note 
te llin g  u s  th a t  w e w e re  o n ly  a m ile  n o r th  o f  th e  Savannah, 
a n d  tw o  o r  th re e  m ile s  f ro m  o u r  o b jec tiv e , o u r  morale 
h a d  im p ro v e d  a h u n d r e d  p e r  c en t. I t  w as s till only 
lu n c h tim e , so  d a rk n e ss  s h o u ld  see u s  a t th e  Falls. 
A cc o rd in g ly  w e se t o ff  as q u ick ly  as p o ss ib le  tak in g  with 
u s  e n o u g h  ra tio n s  to  la s t u n t i l  e v en in g . W e  m o v ed  quite 
easily  a t  f irs t a n d  so o n  co v e re d  a m ile , th e re b y  m issing 
th e  h e lic o p te r , w h ic h  r e tu rn e d  to  te ll  u s  th a t  w e were 
in  fac t s ix  m ile s  f ro m  o u r  o b jec tiv e !  A f te r  m arching 
a cro ss  a  c o u p le  o f  rav in e s  w e c a m e  s tra ig h t  u p  against 
a 2 0 0 -ft. rid g e , co v e re d  in  ro ck s  a n d  d e a d  trees. We 
m an a g e d  to  s tru g g le  u p  th is ,  b u t  w e re  o n ly  ab le  to  move 
a b o u t  a h a lf  a m ile  a lo n g  th e  c re s t  b e fo re  w e  w ere  forced 
to  s to p  fo r  th e  n ig h t.

T h a t  n ig h t  it  ra in e d  v e ry  h a rd , w e  w ere  q u ite  hungry, 
a n d  o u r  s leep  w as c o n tin u a lly  d is tu rb e d  b y  th e  thousands 
o f  l i t t le  fo re s t c re a tu re s , n o rm a lly  so  inconspicuous, 
t h a t  w e re  fo rc e d  b y  th e  w e a th e r  to  seek  s h e lte r  under 
o u r  p o n c h o s . T h e  n e x t m o rn in g  w e w e re  very  badly 
b i t te n  a n d  n o t  v e ry  w ell res ted . O u r  on ly  consolation 
w a s  th a t  w e  c o u ld  n o t  be  m u c h  fu r th e r  th a n  a mi e 
fro m  th e  F a lls , i f  th e  h e lic o p te r  h a d  b een  correct. 
A cc o rd in g ly  C a n n o n  a n d  I le ft m o s t o f  o u r  k it w ith  t e 
o th e r  tw o , w h o  w e re  s till  v e ry  t i re d , a n d  se t o u t to  fin 
th e  b e s t ro u te  d o w n  th e  r iv e r  a n d  b r in g  b ack  som e foo 
In  case o f  a c c id e n ts  w e  le ft th e  S a rb e  B eacon  there, 
k n o w in g  th a t  s h o u ld  a n y th in g  go  w ro n g  th e y  could e 
l if te d  o u t  o f  th e  c le a r in g  b y  th e  h e lic o p te r  w h en  i t  came 
o n  th e  S a tu rd a y  fo r  th e  se co n d  r e -s u p p ly  ru n .

A t f irs t C a n n o n  a n d  I m ad e  q u ite  g ood  p ro g ress  and 
fo u n d  so m e  o p e n , s a n d y  g ro u n d  a fte r  a b o u t a h a lf  a mile- 
H o w e v e r, w e  so o n  c ro sse d  th is ,  a n d  fo r  th e  n ex t t ree 
o r  fo u r  h o u rs  w e  fo rc e d  o u r  w ay  th ro u g h  densely- 
ta n g le d  d e a d w o o d , in te r sp e rs e d  w i th  sw am p y  ju n g e- 
I t  w as ex trem ely ' h o t  b e in g  fa irly  o p e n , a n d  we v e r  
so o n  o b lig ed  to  re s t  fre q u e n tly . T h in k in g  th a t  w e mus 
b y  n o w  b e  to o  fa r  s o u th  o f  o u r  o b jec tiv e , w e  followe  ̂  ̂
s tre a m  th a t  ran  c o n v e n ie n tly  N o r th -W e s t,  an d  was 
b o u n d  to  ru n  in to  th e  D e m e ra ra  so m ew h ere  near t e
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Falls. T h e  s tre a m  p lu n g e d  sh a rp ly  o v e r th e  r id g e  w e 
had c lim b ed  th e  d ay  b e fo re , a n d  c o n tin u e d  to  ru n  m o re  
o r less in  th e  r ig h t  d ire c tio n . S low ly , h o w ev er, th e  
ju n g le  g rew  d e n s e r  a n d  th e  g ro u n d  m a rsh ie r , a n d  we 
w ere on ly  ab le  to  go  fo r h a lf  a n  h o u r  o r  so  b e fo re  res tin g . 
As th e  lig h t  b e g a n  to  fail, th e  s tre a m , w h ic h  h a d  b een  
m ean d erin g  a n n o y in g ly  fo r  som e tim e , su d d e n ly  sw u n g  
due  N o r th  a n d  sh o w e d  ev e ry  in d ica tio n  o f  c o n tin u in g  
in th a t  d ire c tio n . W e  c a m p ed  n e a r  it, in te n d in g  to  h ead  
due  W est to  fin d  th e  C a ttle  T ra il  th e  fo llow ing  m o rn in g .

T h a t  n ig h t  w as p a rtic u la rly  u n co m fo r ta b le . A p a r t  
from  th e  ra in , w h ic h  w e h a d  co m e to  accep t as in ev itab le , 
we h a d  h a d  o n ly  a b a r  o f  ch o co la te  to  ea t b e tw een  u s  all 
day, a n d  c a m p e d  as w e w ere  in  v e ry  low , sw am py  
g ro u n d  w e w e re  so o n  o v e r- ru n  b y  a n ts , ticks an d  
m osqu itoes. In se c t  rep e lla n t k ep t th e m  a t  b ay  fo r  a 
little , b u t  th e y  so o n  re tu rn e d  w ith  re in fo rcem en ts  to  
press h o m e  th e  a ssau lt. W e w ere  q u ite  h ap p y  to  b reak  
cam p th e  n e x t  m o rn in g  a n d  c o n tin u e  w estw ard s. A fte r  
a little  w h ile  w e h e a rd  th e  re -su p p ly  h e lic o p te r  in  th e  
d istance, a n d  rea lis in g  th a t  i t  w as p ick in g  u p  th e  o th e r  
tw o, an d  w o u ld  so o n  be  se arc h in g  fo r  u s , w e fo u n d  a 
sm all c lea rin g  a n d  l it  a fire h o p in g  to  a ttra c t  th e  p i lo t’s 
a tten tio n . W e  s ta y e d  in  th a t  c learin g  all day  expecting  
to be  p ick ed  u p  a t an y  tim e . A s th e  a fte rn o o n  w o re  on, 
and co llec tin g  w o o d  a n d  w e t leaves becam e  m o re  an d  
m ore o f  an  e ffo rt, w e  slow ly  b eg an  to  realise  th a t  o u r  
chances o f  b e in g  fo u n d  w ere  g ro w in g  s lim . W e sp e n t 
half an  h o u r  f ru itle ss ly  ch asin g  an  iguana, a n d  C a n n o n

m ad e  an  ab o rtiv e  a tte m p t to  c a p tu re  a co u p le  o f  h o w le r 
m on k ey s th a t  cam e close. W e n ow  reg re tte d  h a v in g  le ft 
a to rto ise  w e h a d  fo u n d  th e  d ay  befo re— a fte r  tw o  d ay s 
w ith o u t an y  food  w e  w o u ld  h ave  h ad  n o  q u a lm s a b o u t  
ea tin g  it. K n o w in g  th a t  i f  w e s tay ed  in  th e  c learin g  
a n o th e r  d ay  w e m ig h t  b e  u n a b le  to  m arc h  a t  all, an d  
seein g  th a t  m o s t o f  o u r  sm o k e  w as b e in g  c o n ta in e d  by  
th e  can o p y  o f  th e  tre e s , w e  d e c id e d  to  m arc h  th e  fo llow ­
in g  day, S u n d ay .

T h a t  ev en in g  a  tre m e n d o u s  s to rm  b lew  u p , p u ttin g  
a s to p  to  fu r th e r  se a rc h in g  a n d  e ffectively  d ro w n in g  o u r  
fire in  a b o u t 15 se co n d s. A t lea st th e  ra in  k e p t  th e  
in sec ts  a t bay , b u t  w e n a rro w ly  m issed  b e in g  k illed  b y  
lig h ten in g  tw ice , a n d  a tre e  w as k n o ck ed  d o w n  n e a rb y , 
falling  w ith  a d ea fe n in g  ro a r  th a t  m ad e  it seem  to  b e  
falling  d ire c tly  o v e r us. A s soon  as th e re  w as lig h t 
e n o u g h  to  see b y , w e co llec ted  u p  o u r  k it a n d  s ta r te d  
m arc h in g , fee lin g  s u rp r is in g ly  f re sh  a n d  co n fid en t. A s 
i t  h a p p e n ed , o u r  co n fid en ce  w as w ell fo u n d ed , fo r  w'e 
h ad  b e e n  m arc h in g  b a re ly  a n  h o u r  w h e n  w e cam e  across 
th e  R u p u n u n i C a ttle  T ra il .  O v erjo y ed  a n d  n o t  a  lit tle  
re liev ed  w e se t o ff S o u th -W e s t  a t  a g o o d  pace  an d  
co v e red  th re e  m iles  in  less th a n  a n  h o u r . T h a t  w as 
w h en  w e cam e to  th e  f irst s tre a m  across th e  tra c k — th is  
o ne  on ly  an k le  d eep  a n d  n o t  a t  a ll d ifficu lt to  cro ss . 
T h e  seco n d  flooded  p a tc h  rea c h e d  o u r  k nees in  th e  
ce n tre , a n d  th e  th ird  w as w ais t d eep  a n d  n o t a t  all easy  
to  cross. By th is  tim e  as w e h ad  co v e red  five m iles  an d  
several h ills, a n d  th e  scenery- h a d  n o t  ch a n g ed  a p p re c i-
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ZJke Ibi,

a b ly  (w e w e re  still in  th ic k  ju n g le )  w e w ere  b e g in n in g  
to  flag s lig h tly  a n d  w ere  s to p p in g  m o re  fre q u e n tly . I t  
w as a b o u t  th is  tim e  th a t  w e s ta r te d  sp la sh in g  o u r  wav- 
th ro u g h  y e t a n o th e r  f looded  s tre tc h . S o o n  th e  w a te r  
w as w a is t d eep  a n d  th e  c u rre n t  q u ite  s tro n g . B y th e  
tim e w e rea c h e d  th e  c e n tre  w-e w ere  sw im m in g  fo r  o u r  
lives. F o r tu n a te ly  w e o n ly  h a d  20 y a rd s  to  sw im , 
n ev e rth e le ss  w e rea c h e d  th e  tra c k  o n  th e  o p p o s ite  side 
c o n s id e rab ly  sh a k en  a n d  v e ry  tire d . T h is  p ro v ed  to  be 
th e  la s t r iv e r  w e  w ere  to  c ro ss— a few  m in u te s  la te r  w e 
c o u ld  h e a r  th e  ro a r  o f  fa llin g  w a te r  in  th e  d istan ce . O u r  
p ace au to m a tic a lly  q u ick e n e d  a n d  a fte r  a  few  h u n d re d  
y ard s  w e b ro k e  o u t  o f  th e  ju n g le  a n d  s to o d  b lin k in g  in  
th e  su n lig h t,  lo o k in g  a t C a n is te r  Falls.

W e h a d  n o  d ifficu lty  in  fin d in g  th e  h u t  a n d  th e  food 
b u t  o p e n in g  th e  b o x  w as a d iffe ren t m a tte r  a lto g e th e r. 
Q u ite  u n a b le  to  b rea k  th e  w ire , w e ev en tu a lly  m an ag ed  
to  c u t  a  h o le  in  th e  s id e  a n d  so ge t th e  tin s  o u t .  S u r ­
p ris in g ly , d e sp ite  o u r  h u n g e r  n e ith e r  o f  u s  co u ld  eat 
an y th in g  a t  th is  s tag e , a n d  c o n te n te d  ourselves w ith  
c o n d en sed  m ilk  a n d  w a te r, u n til  th e  h e lico p te r  a rr iv ed  
to  c o n tin u e  th e  se arc h  a n d  saw  th e  m ark e r  w e h a d  left 
for th em . A lth o u g h  w e h a d  c a rried  a d in g h y  w ith  u s  to  
C a n is te r  w e w ere  in  n o  c o n d itio n  to  c o n tin u e  dow n the  
river, a n d  so  u n fo rtu n a te ly  h a d  to  a b a n d o n  th e  second  
p a rt o f  th e  p a tro l  a n d  r e tu rn  to  A tk in so n  B ase h av in g  
co llec ted  P tes . C ra w fo rd  an d  S lad e  f ro m  K w akw ani 
w h ere  th e y  h a d  s p e n t  th e  n ig h t.

Conclusion .— A lth o u g h  th ese  tw o  p a tro ls  m an ag ed  to  
get a b o u t  200 m ile s  in la n d , th e y  o n ly  really  n ib b le d  a t 
the  edge  o f  G u y a n a ’s in te r io r . T h e  E sseq u ib o  R iv er 
w inds its  w ay  w ell o v e r 400 m iles S o u th  an d  is  m o re  o r  
less n av ig ab le  o v e r m o s t o f  i ts  len g th . T h e  pa tro ls  
lea rn t th e  h a rd  w ay  th a t  th e  r ivers a re  th e  on ly  realistic  
ro u tes  in la n d  a n d  th a t  an y o n e  w h o  w an d ers  fa r  from  
th e ir  b an k s  m u s t  h av e  a v e ry  th o ro u g h  k n o w led g e  o f 
how  to  live  in  th e  j u n g le ;  m u st, in  fac t, b e  ab le  to  “  live 
off th e  lan d  ”  i f  h e  is to  su rv iv e . T h e  A m e rin d ian s  have 
an  in b re d  c o m m o n sen se  w h ic h  p e rm its  th e m  to  live 
co m fo rtab ly  in  p laces w h ere  E u ro p e an s  w o u ld  p ro b ab ly  
sta rve  to  d e a th ; p o ssib ly  th e  an sw er w o u ld  be  alw ays to  
h ire  an  A m e rin d ia n  as a g u id e. T h e  fac t rem ains, 
how ever, th a t  th e re  is a v ast e x p an se  o f G u y a n a  th a t  is 
w aiting  fo r  so m eb o d y  to  ex p lo it it, an d  th a t  “ E l 
D o rad o  ”  h a s  s till n o t  y ie ld ed  all its secre ts .

A N N U A L  R E U N I O N  

N o v e m b e r  1 2 t h

T . A .  C e n t r e ,  E d g w a r e
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“ C ”  CO M PANY

A  few  days b e fo re  th e  A d v an ce  P a r ty  le f t N o r th e rn  
I re lan d  th e  R ecce P la to o n  w ere p o s ted  in  f ro m  “  H .Q .”  
C o m p an y  as o u r  th ird  P la to o n  a n d  so  p u t  us o n  a n  e q u a l 
fo o tin g  w ith  th e  o th e r  tw o  Rifle C o m p an ies . W ith  L t. 
H u b e r t  aw ay o n  th e  H y th e  S ig n a ls  C o u rse , b u t  d u e  back  
in  m id -A p ril , C a p t. G o r in g  h a n d e d  o v er th e  P la to o n  to
C./Sgt. E d e y  a n d  se t h im se lf  u p  as C o m p a n y  2 IC .

T h e  A d v an ce  P a r ty  h a d  an  u n e v e n tfu l t r ip  o u t  to  
G eo rg e to w n  a n d  w as d e p lo y e d  w ith in  24  h o u rs — C /S g t. 
E d ey  to  E n m o re  o n  th e  E a s t  C o ast, S g t. S te v en s  a t 
L e o n o ra  o n  th e  W e st C o ast to  aw ait 9  P la to o n  a n d  th e  
O .C ., M a jo r  P o lla rd , 2 L t .  G an cz , C . Sg t. R e d m o n d  a n d  
L /C p l.  B eall to  L e g io n n aires , G eorgetow -n, to  aw ait 
C o m p a n y  H e a d q u a r te rs  a n d  10 P la to o n .

P ro m p tly  o n  A p ril  1 (no  co m m e n t) , th e  C o m p a n y  flew  
in  to  th e  u su a l cries  o f  “  G e t  y o u r  k n ees  b ro w n ,”  e tc ., 
a n d  w e n t s tra ig h t  to  th e i r  lo ca tio n s . N o . 10 P la to o n  
w e re  th e  f irs t P la to o n  in  th e  B a tta lio n  rea d y  fo r  S ta n d b y  
d u tie s , c o m p le tin g  s ix  days c o n tin u o u s  duty ' b e fo re  th e  
A tk in so n  C o m p a n y  cam e  to  th e  rescu e . N o . 9  a n d  
R ecce P la to o n s w ere  se ttlin g  in to  life o n  a n  e s ta te  w ith  
its  c lu b , sw-im m ing po o l a n d  th e  o d d  f r ie n d ly  face c o m ­
p en sa tin g  fo r  th e  b u rd e n  o f  P .O .L . a c co u n ts , P la to o n  
can teen s , e tc . In itia lly  10 P la to o n  w ere h a rd  d o n e  b y ;
I .S . d rill  ad  n au seam , fa tig u es , g u a rd s , b u t  w ith  th e  
c h an g eo v er in  ea rly  May- th e y  e scap ed  to  L e o n o ra  leav ing  
L t. G ra h a m  a n d  9 P la to o n  to  jo in  C o m p a n y  H .Q . in  th e  
In d e p e n d e n c e  C e le b ra tio n s!  B efo re  leav ing , how ever, 
10 P la to o n  se cu re d  a d o u b le  f irs t— th ey  h e ld  th e  f irs t 
” J u m p  U p  ”  in  th e  B a tta lio n  a n d  as fa r  as th e  local 
“  v is ito rs  ”  can  re m e m b e r  th e  f irs t ev e r “  m ilita ry  ”  
"  J u m p  U p  ”  a t L eg io n n aires . I t  w as a  g rea t success 
even , i t  is b e lieved , financially , th o u g h  Sunray- C allsign  
32 is no  a c co u n ta n t!  N o . 9 P la to o n  w ere  n o t  slo w  to  
fo llow  th is  lead — th ey  w ere th e  f irs t to  h o ld  a B and  
S m o k er a t  L eg io n n aires . T h e  B an d  rea lly  excelled  
th em se lv es  ; th e  s in g in g  w as reaso n ab le  (u n til  th e  B and 
left) a n d  th e  C o lone l, 2 IC  a n d  In te llig en ce  O fficer seem ed  
to  en joy  th em selv es . M r. W allv  M y e rs  an  A m erican  
w h o  specialises in  co m m u n ity  s in g in g  cam e a lo n g  to o  b u t  
seem ed  fo r  o nce  o u t o f  h is  d e p th  !

In d ep e n d e n c e  saw  C o m p a n y  H .Q . a n d  9 P la to o n  in ­
vo lv ed  in  th e  F la g  R a is in g  C e re m o n y . C o m p a n y  H .Q . 
p ro d u c e d  th e  m arsh a llin g  o rg an isa tio n  a n d  th e  P la to o n  
p ro v id e d  m o st o f  th e  d rill  c o n tin g e n t  a n d  v a rio u s  fatigue  
m en . S ix  ev en in g  reh ea rsa ls  w ere  h e ld  a n d  th e  final 
d ress  reh ea rsal w as a tte n d e d  by  q u ite  a large  a n d  ch eerfu l 
crow d. O n  th e  ac tu a l n ig h t e v e ry th in g  w e n t “  h ay w ire  ”  
as all th e  V .I .P .s  a rr iv ed  20 m in u te s  la te  f ro m  th e  S ta te  
B a n q u e t. T h e  O .C .’s te le p h o n e  lin e  to  th e  c o n tro l box  
g low ed  red  a t tim es b u t  eventually ' all th o se  tak in g  p a r t  
ex cep t 260 very' d isa p p o in te d  c h ild ren  e n te re d  th e  a ren a  
a n d  th e  flag w as ra ised  a t th e  r ig h t tim e.

A fte r  In d ep e n d e n c e  “  S ta n d b y s  ”  in  G e o rg e to w n  
w e re  less a rd u o u s  an d  p a tro llin g  o n  th e  e s ta tes  w as c u t 
to  a m in im u m . N o . 9 P la to o n  h a d  m an a g e d  o n e  o r  tw o 
in te re s tin g  p a tro ls  to  th e  E sseq u ib o  Is la n d s  p r io r  to  th e ir  
m o v e  a n d  10 P la to o n  k e p t u p  th e  goo d  w ork . T h e  
R ecce P la to o n  a t  E n m o re  w ere  se t fo r  th e i r  t u r n  u n d e r  
th e  w in g  o f  C o m p a n y  H .Q . w h en  d e ta ils  o f  th e  f irst in te r-
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C o m p a n y  c h a n g e  ro u n d  w e re  p u b l is h e d  a n d  th e y  w ere 
sav ed .

T h e  f ir s t  B a tta l io n  c h a n g e  r o u n d  saw  th e  R ecce 
P la to o n  m o v e  7 0 -o d d  m ile s  b y  ro a d  a n d  fe rry  ac ro ss  th e  
B e rb ic e  R iv e r  to  P o r t  M o u ra n t  w h e re  th e y  liv ed  fo r  a 
m o n th  in  th e  lu x u ry  o f  th re e  h o u se s  in  th e  e s ta te  co m ­
p o u n d .  C o m p a n y  H .Q . a n d  9 P la to o n  fo llo w ed  th e m  
in to  E n m o re  a n d  b a sk e d  in  th e  c o n s id e rab le  g oodw ill 
c re a te d  b y  o u r  p red e c e sso rs . A c c o m m o d a tio n  in  one  
h o u s e  a n d  th e  r a th e r  tu m b le -d o w n  c lu b  w a s  t ig h t  b u t  it 
w as  g o o d  to  g e t aw ay  f ro m  G e o rg e to w n . T o  c o m p le te  
th e  m o v e  10 P la to o n  le f t  th e  lu x u ry  o f  L e o n o ra  fo r  a  sp e ll 
a t  A tk in so n  a tta c h e d  to  “  B  ”  C o m p a n y . T h e y  g o t 
d o w n  to  so m e  g o o d  se c tio n  t ra in in g  a n d  ran g e  w o rk  
w h ils t  th e  o th e r  tw o  P la to o n s  m a d e  fu ll u se  o f  t h e  excel­
le n t  a d v e n tu re  t ra in in g  fac ilitie s  o ffe red  b y  local r iv e rs  
a n d  th e  in te r io r .  T h e  n e x t  ch a n g e  ro u n d ,  a  C o m p a n y  
o n e , saw  th e  R ecce  P la to o n  a t  A tk in so n , 10 P la to o n  at 
E n m o re  a n d  9 P la to o n  a t  P o r t  M o u ra n t .  A d v e n tu re  
t ra in in g  c o n tin u e d  ap ace  a n d  ev e ry o n e  w o rk e d  a n d  
p la y e d  rea lly  h a rd , e sp ec ia lly  as i t  w as  rea lise d  th a t  w e 
w e re  in to  th e  se co n d  h a lf  o f  th e  to u r .

W h ils t  10 P la to o n  w e re  a t  E n m o re  th e  B a n d  again  
v is i te d  u s  a n d  gave an  e x ce llen t in fo rm a l c o n c e r t  in  th e  
C lu b . E s ta te  fam ilie s  a tte n d e d  in  fo rce  a n d  th e  local 
tu n e s  w ere  ag a in  m u c h  in  d e m a n d . T h e  R ecce  P la to o n  
m a d e  fr ie n d s  w ith  a s te e l b a n d  w h o  p lay e d  a t  a ll th e i r  
“  J u m p  U p s  ”  fo r  n e x t  to  n o th in g  a n d  p ro v e d  w o r th y  
v o lly b a ll o p p o n e n ts .  D u r in g  9 P la to o n  s s ta y  th e re  th e  
B a n d  b ra v e d  th e  jo u rn e y  to  p lay  in  th e  lo ca l C o m m u n ity  
C e n tre  to  a c ro w d  o f  o v e r 1 ,000 an d , la te r  in  th e  ev e n in g  
in  th e  A lb io n  E s ta te  C lu b .

In  m id -J u ly , th e  se co n d  B a tta lio n  c h a n g e  ro u n d  saw  
u s  c o n c e n tra te  a t A tk in so n  w ith  4  (M o r ta r )  P la to o n , A  
C o m p a n y  loose ly  a tta c h ed . T h is  is p ro b a b ly  th e  m o s t 
co m fo rta b le  p o s tin g  w i th  p le n ty  o f  a c c o m m o d a tio n , a 
N A A F I ,  g ood  s p o r ts  fac ilitie s  a n d  a sh a re  in  th e  B ase 
C o m m a n d e r ’s b u n g a lo w  fo r  S u n ra y ;  th is  is  w h y  o f  
co u rse  w e  a re  ra re ly  in !  T ie d  to  th is  s ta t io n  is  th e  
e x ce llen t t ra in in g  cam p  a t  T a k a m a  w h ic h  w ill a t  a p in c h  
a c co m m o d a te  th e  w h o le  C o m p a n y . R ecce  w e re  f irs t  
th e re ,  10 P la to o n  jo in e d  th e m , R ecce  r e tu r n e d  a n d  4  
P la to o n  h i t  th e  tra i l  a n d  C o m p a n y  H .Q . a n d  9 P la to o n  
a re  p o ise d  fo r th e i r  v is i t  a s  so o n  as th e  B a ra m ita  p a tro l  is 
fin ish ed . B ack a t  A tk in so n  b ig  e ffo rts  a re  b e in g  m ad e  
to  fire  a n n u a l c lassification .

E a c h  C o m p a n y  h a s  u n d e r ta k e n  o n e  m a jo r  “  p a tro l  ”  o r  
ex erc ise  a n d  “  C  ”  C o m p a n y ’s to o k  so m e  o f  C o m p a n y
H .Q . a n d  m o s t o f  9  P la to o n , 160 m ile s  N .N .W . o f 
G e o rg e to w n  to  B a ra m ita  in  th e  N o r th  W e s t  D is tr ic t .  
A  b a se  cam p  w as se t u p  so m e  five m ile s  E a s t,  te n  m iles  
N o r th  a n d  20 m iles  S o u th  o f  th e  V e n e z u e la n  b o rd e r  a n d  
s ix  p a tro ls  s e n t  o u t  to  recce  p o ss ib le  tra c k s  to  th e  b o rd e r ,  
ch eck  n a v ig a b ility  o f  c e rta in  r iv e rs , g e t to  k n o w  th e  local 
p e o p le  a n d  la s t  b u t  n o t  lea s t c o n s tru c t  a n d  u se  a h e li­
c o p te r  la n d in g  z o n e . T h e  b ase  c a m p  w as in  fac t o n  a 
c iv ilian  a irs tr ip  h e w n  fro m  th e  v e ry  th ic k  ju n g le ;  th e  
t re e s  in  th is  a rea  a re  a n y th in g  u p  to  200 fee t h ig h  a n d  
c iv ilisa tio n  seem s a  lo n g  w ay  aw ay. T h e r e  is  an  
A m e rin d ia n  (C a rib )  s e tt le m e n t n e a r  th e  a ir s tr ip  an d  
s ix  m ile s  aw ay  b y  tra c to r  tra il  a go ld  m in e  ru n  b y  a v e ry  
h e lp fu l  n e g ro , M r. B aird . T h e  b a se  p a rty — O .C ., O .C .

9 P la to o n , M e d ic a l O rd e r ly , S ig n a lle r  a n d  In te llig en ce  
S e c tio n  “  m a p p e r  ” — flew  in  b y  C e ssn a  l ig h t  a irc ra f t  and  
w e re  fo llo w ed  th e  sam e  d ay  b y  a D a k o ta  w ith  h e lico p te r  
fu e l a n d  l im ite d  s to re s . E ig h te e n  m e n  fro m  9 P latoon  
an d  tw o  local p o lic e m e n  w i th  s to re s  fo r  a te n -d a y  stay  
flew  in  n e x t  d a y  a n d  w e re  fo llo w ed  b y  a W h irlw in d  
h e lic o p te r  a n d  c re w  o f  th re e  w h ic h  s ta y e d  th ro u g h o u t 
th e  ex erc ise . A s m e n tio n e d  e lse w h e re  th e  w hole 
o p e ra t io n  p ro v e d  su ccess fu l a n d  e n jo y ab le , th a n k s  to  
ev e ry o n e  rea lly  m ak in g  a n  a ll-o u t e ffo rt. T h e  R .A .F . 
d e ta c h m e n t w e re  in v a lu a b le  a n d  o u r  s ig n a lle r  achieved  
a a o  m ile s  (vo ice) w ith  h is  62 s e t !

W e  h a v e  h a d  o u r  sh a re  o f  v isits . T h e  C o m m a n d in g  
O fficer m a d e  a n  in it ia l  to u r  o f  o u r  lo ca tio n s  (and  
“  s h a rp e n e d  u p  ”  a few ) a n d  th e n  th e  G a r r is o n  C om ­
m a n d e r  c h o se  9  P la to o n  a t  L e o n o ra  fo r  h is  f irs t v isit; 
h e  m e t th e m  ag a in  a t  P o r t  M o u ra n t  a n d  B aram ita . 
N o . 10 P la to o n  e sca p e d  h is  in sp e c tio n  u n til  th e  m o rn in g  
th e y  le ft  L e g io n n a ire s  b u t  g o t a g o o d  c h it  n o n e  th e  less. 
R ecce  w e re  v is i te d  a t  E n m o re  b u t  h ave  k e p t  p re tty  
“  c lose  to  th e  w all ”  s in ce . E n m o re , o n ce  C o m pany
H .Q . m o v ed  in , a ttra c te d  th e  o d d  A rm y  A ir  C o rp s  pilot, 
th e  M .O .,  D .A .D .O .S .,  a b e v y  o f  Q .M .s , M .T .  C olour- 
S e rg ea n ts  a n d  o f  c o u rse  S g t. W e s to n  k in g  o f  in ­
v e n to r ie s .  I t  m ay  h a v e  b e e n  th e  po o l— o r X M — or 
w as it  th o se  sh eets?

W e  h a v e  b e e n  w ell re p re s e n te d  a t  th e  tw o  B atta lion  
m a jo r  s p o r ts  o u t  h e re . C /S g t .  R e d m o n d , P te . Hall 
(R ecce) L /C p l .  W itt ig  (10 P la to o n )  a re  in  th e  soccer 
te a m  w ith  P te s . H a m ilto n  (ex -S to re s )  a n d  H e rb e rt 
( e x -M .T .)  n o w  b ack  w i th  “ B ”  C o m p a n y  a fte r  three  
m o n th s  w ith  u s . M a jo r  P o lla rd , C a p t. G o rin g , Lt. 
G ra h a m , 2 /L t.  G a n c z , C p l. C ro o k  (10  P la to o n )  a n d  Pte. 
S te v en s  (R ecce) p lay  in  th e  ru g b y  te a m  a n d  C /S g t.  Edey 
(R ecce) a n d  L /C p l .  T o f ts  (R ecce) o f te n  jo in  them . 
P te s . A sh le y  (10  P la to o n )  a n d  B ro d e ric k  (n o w  P ioneers) 
p lay e d  c ric k e t fo r  th e  B a tta lio n  in  th e  o n e  m a tc h  played 
so  fa r  b u t  re g re tta b ly  fa iled  to  sco re !  N o . 9 Platoon  
h a v e  tw o  ex ce llen t v o lley b a ll team s  a n d  h av e  b e a te n  all 
co m e rs , b o th  m il ita ry  a n d  o n  th e  e s ta te s ;  th e y  also  won 
th e  in te r -P la to o n  sw im m in g  th o u g h  R ecce w e re  not 
fa r  b e h in d .

Company H.Q.
T h is  is v e ry  m u c h  a p o s tin g  w h e re  a d m in is tra to rs  and 

a tta c h e d  m ak e  th e  day . W e  h a v e  h a d  o u r  fa ir  sh a re  of
S .A .B .U .s  (S e lf  A d ju s tin g  . . . u p s )  b u t  b y  a n d  larg e  the 
h a ra s se d  C o m p a n y  C le rk  (L /C p l.  P e r ro t t) ,  S to rem en  
(P tes . M a jo r , A b ra h a m , S m ith  a n d  M u rp h y )  a n d  Cooks 
(L /C p l.  D e m p sey , P te s . L y o n s  a n d  G ra h a m )  h av e  done 
w o n d e rs  a n d  c o n s id e rab ly  eased  C .S .M . L a g d e n ’s and 
C /S g t .  R e d m o n d ’s b u rd e n s .

O u r  M .T .  u n d e r  L /C p l .  B eall h as  g o n e  f ro m  stren g th  
to  s t r e n g th ; e ig h t  la n d ro v e rs  a n d  fo u r  th re e  to n n e rs  in 
th re e  lo ca tio n s  tak e  so m e  su p e rv is io n  as d o  a n y th in g  up 
to  th re e  P .O .L .  acco u n ts  p lu s  A .V .J .E .T . Ptes. 
C h a rm a n , T w ig g , G a lla g h e r , E v a n s , G e o rg e , H edger, 
W illia m s , D a v is , G ra h a m , H e r r id g e  a n d  L /C p l .  T ofts  
h av e  g iv en  goo d  s u p p o rt .

O u r  S ig n a lle rs  co m e  a n d  go— w e a re  a t p re se n t  only 
th re e  s tro n g  b u t  h av e  h a d  six . C p l. H a m ill g o t th in
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g o ing  w ell f ro m  th e  s ta r t  a n d  C p l. S m ith — th e  p a tro l 
m an iac— h as  c a rr ie d  o n  th e  g ood  w ork . L /C p l. 
R ed d in g s  a n d  P te . W e b b  a re  o u r  o ld  fa ith fu ls  b u t  we 
have b e e n  w ell se rv e d  to o  b y  S ig m n . W a rd , P te s . W est, 
C o ste llo  a n d  W illiam s.

F in a lly  th e  b a tm e n , P te s . M a g u ire  a n d  P e te rs , fresh  
f ro m  a  w eek  a t  K a ie te u r  F a lls , d eserv e  a m en tio n  
e sp ec ia lly  fo r  th e i r  w o rk  a t E n m o re  w h e re  th e y  ra n  an 
O fficers’/W .O .s ’/S e rg e a n ts ’ M e ss  be tw een  th em . O th e rs  
too  n u m e ro u s  to  m en tio n  h av e  b e e n  “  lo an ed  ”  (u n til 
o u r r e tu rn  to  N o r th e rn  I re lan d ) to  “ H .Q .”  C o m p an y  
fo r sp ecia l jo b s  ran g in g  f ro m  G a rr iso n  C o m m a n d e r ’s 
b a tm a n  (L /C p l.  O ’S u lliv an ) to  film  se lec to r a n d  p ro ­
jec tio n is t (L /C p l.  D e n t).

9 P l a to o n
S in ce  o u r  a rr iv a l in  G u y a n a , th e  P la to o n  has  seen  

g rea t ch a n g es , w ith  th e  d e p a rtu re  o f  m an y  o ld  faces to 
su ch  ex a lted  jo b s  as S e rg e a n ts ’ M e ss  w a ite r  a n d  b a rm an , 
and  w ith  th e  a rr iv a l o f  n ew  b lo o d  to  fill th e  gaps. T o  
th e  a rr iv a ls  w e b id  a f r ie n d ly  w e lc o m e ; to  th e  d e p a rte d  
ones w e can  o n ly  say  “  I t  se rv es  y o u  r ig h t .”

T h e  P la to o n  h a s  s p e n t  i ts  t im e  ru sh in g  fro m  one  su g a r 
esta te  to  th e  o th e r , ca lling  in  b rie fly  a t G e o rg e to w n  o n  
th e  w ay. O u r  s ta y  in  G e o rg e to w n  co in c id ed  w ith  th e  
In d ep e n d e n c e  C e le b ra tio n s  a n d  w e w ere  p riv ileg ed  to  
p ro v id e  n o t  o n ly  th e  G u a rd  o f  H o n o u r  b u t  also a h ig h ly - 
skilled tea m  o f  u sh e rs . I t  w as a m em o rab le  ex p erien ce  
for all, a lth o u g h  C p l. P u ck ey  m ay  w ell rem e m b e r  it 
m ore p o ig n a n tly  th a n  m o s t s in ce  it w as h is  u n en v iab le  
task  to  c o n tro l sev era l h u n d re d  e x u b e ra n t, p ran c in g  
school c h ild re n  w h o  sh o w ed  a b so lu te ly  n o  reg a rd  for 
rank. A t lea s t h e  p ro v id e d  us all w ith  a lau g h  a n d  w ith  
m em ories to  b e  tre a su re d !

T h e  P la to o n  has  h a d  its  fa ir sh a re  o f a d v e n tu re  t ra in in g  
w ith  p a tro ls  to  th e  E sseq u ib o  Islan d s , a n d  to  th e  B erb ice, 
Canje a n d  M a h aic a  R iv e rs , all o f  w h ich  w ere o f im m en se  
in te res t a n d  p leasu re .

O u r  c o n g ra tu la tio n s  go to  C p l. F ro s t, w h o se  m an ia  fo r 
cine p h o to g ra p h y  has left h im  b a n k ru p t,  a n d  to  L /C p l. 
H aw kes o n  th e i r  p ro m o tio n . T h e  la t te r  ce le b ra te d  in 
his o w n  p e c u lia r  w ay  b y  lo sin g  a co m p ass . H e  sh o u ld  
go far!

All in  all its  b e e n  a h e c tic  p e rio d  o f  v a ried  activ ity . 
T h e  ra in y  seaso n  h a s  b een  su ccessfu lly  n e g o tia ted , P te . 
Cox has lo st a t  lea s t 2 lb ., an d  w e  a re  all r a r in g  to  go on  
the  las t p a r t  o f  th e  to u r.

10 P la to o n
A so m e w h a t f ru s tra t in g  an d  so m etim es ch ao tic  tw o 

m onths in  N o r th e rn  I re la n d  w as sp e n t  in  p rep a ra tio n  
for o u r  m o v e  to  B ritish  G u ian a .

W e e v e n tu a lly  a rr iv ed  on  A p ril  1 an d  w ere  th e  first 
P la toon to  b e  in sta lled , b e in g  s ta tio n e d  a t L eg io n n aires  
in G eo rg e to w n . H e re  to  o u r  d ism ay  w e fo u n d  o urse lves  
u n ex p ected ly  ex is tin g  in  th e  sam e b u ild in g  as C o m p an y  
H ea d q u a r te rs  a n d  w h e n  w e w e re  n o t o u t  fu lfillin g  th e  
S ergean t M a jo rs  fa tig u e  d e ta il w e w ere  tra in in g  h a rd  
on I.S .

H o w ev er, life  h a d  its b r ig h te r  s id e  a n d  w e can  c la im  to  
he th e  f irs t P la to o n  ev e r to  h o ld  a “  J u m p  U p  at

L eg io n n a ire s . G eo rg e to w n  h a d  m u ch  to  o ffer us in  
th ese  e a rly  w eeks an d  m an y  frien d s  w ere m ad e  a n d  m u ch  
m o n ey  w as sp e n t. A fte r  six  w eeks in  G eo rg e to w n  w e 
ch an g ed  lo ca tio n s  w ith  9 P la to o n  an d  w e n t to  L e o n o ra  
S u g a r  E s ta te . H ere  m u ch  tim e  w as s p e n t  p a tro llin g  b y  
veh ic le  a n d  o n  foo t a m o n g st th e  su g a r-can e  fields an d , 
th o u g h  h a rd  w o rk , i t  was m u c h  en jo y ed  b y  all. H ere  
ho p es  w e re  ra ise d  a n d  im ag in atio n s  ra n  r io t  w h en  P te . 
D av id  “  P o rk  K n o c k e r ”  Je n n in g s  d rew  u p  a p ick  an d  
shovel an d  s ta r te d  d ig g in g  fo r g o ld  d o w n  b y  th e  P .O .L . 
p o in t in  th e  m id d le  o f  th e  co m p o u n d . P te . T e r ry  T w ig g  
se t h im se lf  u p  as ch ie f  o f  M .T .  an d  w as reg u la rly  h e a rd  
to  say in  co m p la in in g  te rm s  “  b u t  S e rg ea n t, I ’m  d o w n ­
g ra d e d .”  I t  was h e re  th a t  w e w ere  jo in e d  b y  P te . A lan  
S m ith  fro m  C a n te rb u ry  w h o se  w ife  is to  h ave  a b a b y  in 
A ug u st.

F ro m  L eo n o ra  w e h a d  a se rie s  o f  m oves in  q u ick  
su ccession , sp e n d in g  tw o  w eeks in  A tk in so n  F ie ld , 
a tta c h ed  to  “ B ”  C o m p a n y ; tw o  a t E n m o re ; b ack  to  
A tk in so n  again  fo r  a n o th e r  tw o ; a n d  th e n  to  th e  b a ttle  
t ra in in g  area o f T ak am a.

A t E n m o re  Sgt. “  D ick  ”  D ick en s led  th e  P la to o n  o n  a 
h ig h ly  successfu l fo u r-d a y  p a tro l d o w n  th e  M ah aica  
R iv e r b y  b o a t a n d  o v e rlan d , o v e r som e o f  th e  m o st 
d ifficu lt co u n try  th e  P la to o n  h ad  seen , fo r  a b o u t 30 
m ile s, an d  th en  b y  r iv e r  d o w n  to  M ah aico n y . I t  w as 
a to u g h  te s t w h ich  e v e ry o n e  cam e th ro u g h  successfu lly .

A fte r  six  en joyab le  m o n th s  in  w h a t is n o w  G u y a n a  
w e a re  look ing  fo rw ard  to  o u r  r e tu rn  h o m e  an d  w ith  luck  
sh o u ld  be o n e  o f  th e  f irs t o u t.

W U h f i  l t d

FLORISTS

j-.or towers, f̂ lants, etc.

MEMBERS OF INTERFLORA

(Flowers by w ire , any 

tim e and anyw here  

throughout the w orld)
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R e c c e  P l a to o n

T h e  R ecce  P la to o n , k e e p in g  u p  w ith  in te rn a tio n a l 
w in d  o f  c h a n g e , m o v ed  o u t  to  G u y a n a  u n d e r  th e  b a n n e r  
o f  “ In te g ra te  ”  w i th  “  C  ”  C o m p a n y  a n d  w ere  im ­
m e d ia te ly  s e n t  as fa r  aw ay f ro m  th e  m an a g e m en t as 
p o ss ib le , d o w n  to  E n m o re  E s ta te . H e re  th e  P la to o n  
sp e n t  a c o m p a ra tiv e ly  u n e v e n tfu l  e ig h t w eeks. T ic k e r  
W illia m s  w as w ell o c c u p ie d  t ry in g  to  ge t o n e  u p  o n  th e  
P la to o n  C o m m a n d e r  a n d  w ith  b lam in g  th e  P a d re  s 
“  in to le ra b le  P ro te sc a n t d o g  ”  fo r  S h e p ’s v e ry  C a th o lic  
l i t te r  o f  p u p s . A ll v is ito rs  w ere  p u t  th ro u g h  a s h a tte r in g  
e n tra n c e  te s t  o n  early  m o rn in g  P .T .  sm all w o n d e r  th e  
S e rg e a n t-M a jo r  fixes us fo r  g u a rd s  now .

A lb u h e ra  D a y  b ro u g h t an  in v asio n  o f  overseas 
v is ito rs  f ro m  L e g io n n a ire s  a n d  L e o n o ra  fo r  th e  C  
C o m p a n y  in te r -P la to o n  S w im m in g  T r o p h y  (last c o m ­
p e te d  fo r  in  th e  1920’s). In  sp ite  o f  a v a lia n t la s t m in u te  
e ffo rt b y  th e  P a d re ’s w ife, th e  d ay  a n d  c u p  w ere  te m ­
p o ra r ily  lo s t to  N o . 9 P la to o n . T h e  P la to o n  se lec to rs  
w ere , as  a re su lt,  d u ly  p u n ish e d  b y  a s o u n d  d u c k in g ;  
C p l. B ro w n  d id  h is  b e s t to  p ass  th e  b u c k  to  so m e  p o o r  
in n o c e n t so ld ie r  b u t  h e  w e n t in  to o — p ity  h e  co u ld  
scarce ly  sw im .

W ith  th e  p o s t- In d e p e n d e n c e  resh u ffle , th e  P la to o n  
w as m o v ed  f a r  aw ay  to  P o r t  M o u ra n t  w h e re  a h u rric a n e  
seem ed  to  h i t  th e  p lace . T h e  h e a v e n ’s o p e n e d  a n d  th e  
ra in s  cam e. T h e  P la to o n  p u t  aw ay  th e i r  u n ifo rm s  an d , 
a rm e d  w ith  h a m m e rs , n a ils , p u t ty ,  w o o d  a n d  p a in t  
tu rn e d  o v e r  to  b u ild in g  o r  re b u ild in g . F e n c e s , w alls 
a n d  ga te s  sp ra n g  u p . A t th e  e n d  o f  th re e  d ay s  th e  
la n d sc a p e  w as c ro w n e d  b y  th e  la rg e s t su sp en s io n  b r id g e  
in  P o r t  M o u ra n t— “  S te v en s  F o lly ,”  w h ic h  w as o p en ed  
w ith  d u e  ce re m o n y — b y  a  cow . H o u se k e e p in g  o v er, th e  
P la to o n  se tt le d  d o w n  to  a  h e c tic  m o n th  o f  foo tba ll, 
ju m p -u p s ,  p a rt ie s  a n d  ev en  a lit tle  tra in in g . C p l. B row n 
se em e d  to  h a v e  a s tra n g e  k n a c k  o f f in d in g  g u e s t hou ses  
in  d e n se  ju n g le  a n d  so  u p s e t  th e  P la to o n  C o m m a n d e r ’s 
v is io n  o f  h im  s le e p in g  u n d e r  a c lo u d  o f  m o sq u ito e s  in  
so m e  u n sa v o u ry  c lea rin g .

W ill “  W in k le  ”  W a lsh  ev e r fo rg iv e  th e  P a d re  fo r  
w a itin g  fo r  a n  u n re liab le  t ra c to r  to  g ive  th e m  a lif t a n d  
so  le t t in g  h is  party- m iss  th e  b o a t  a t th e  S a n d a k a  R . \  ..' 
A n d  th e re  w as th a t  k in g  o f  fitness, L /C p l.  G o re , b u sy  
re fre sh in g  h is  m em o ry  o v e r th e  C o n v e n t  G u a rd  D rill  
u se d  in  G ib ra l ta r .  T h e  a m a z e m e n t o f  th e  local p o p u la ­
tio n  w as w o r th  seein g  a s  th e  “  d ir ty  h a lf  d o z e n  w e n t 
th ro u g h  th e  ce rem o n ia l r itu a l w h ile  aw a itin g  th e  a rriv al 
o f  th e  tru c k  to  tak e  th e m  to  c a m p  a f te r  a w eek  s m u d  
a n d  rain .

T h e  c lim ax  o f  th e  P o r t  M o u ra n t  s ta y  w as a len g th y  
p a tro l  b y  C p l. N o rm a n  C ro o k s to n  d o w n  th e  B erb ice  to  
th e  T ra m w a y  rap id s , fu r th e r  th a n  an y o n e  h a d  b een  
b e fo re , in c lu d in g  th a t  g lo rio u s  S u p p o r t  P la to o n . D e ta ils  
o f  th is  e x p e d itio n  a p p e a r  e lsew h ere  in  th is  m ag az in e  
(w e  h o p e ).

T h e  tw o  final w eeks o f  o u r  s ta y  in  B e rb ic e  w e re  a tr ip  
lo o k in g  fo r  oil d ru m s  to  rep lace , p e rh a p s , th o se  u sed  by  
th a t  g rea t m u sica l m o b  a t  A tk in so n . J im  D av is  m an ag ed  
to  c o m b in e  i t  w ith  a s e arc h  fo r  h is  G y p sy  P e n  F r ie n d  
b u t  h e  cam e  b ack  a d isa p p o in te d  m a n . T h e  o th e r  ev en t 
w as th e  M iss  G u y a n a  C o m p e ti tio n  a t  w h ic h  th e  ev er- 
h e lp fu l  C /S g t.  E d ev  d e p u tise d  fo r th e  s le e p in g  C o m -

( P .io to : 'S o ld ie r ')

C jS g t.  E d ey  o f  the Recce P la toon -with “  Jo e  ”

m a n d e r  o f  th e  B ritish  L a n d fo rc e s , B erb ice , an d  pre­
se n te d  th e  w in n e r  w ith  a R ecce  P la to o n  S h ie ld  an d  . . . - 
I t  w as n o w  tim e  to  m o v e  o n  aga in . T h e r e  w ere too 
m a n y  re q u e s ts  o n  th e  S u n d a y  h a lf -h o u r  o f Radio 
D e m e ra ra , w ith  “  C o o k ie  ”  G ra h a m , to p  favourite .

O u r  s tay  a t A tk in so n  w as b r ie f  b u t ,  as u su a l, hectic. 
B u t th e re  w as t im e  fo r  so m e  to  m ak e  a b r ie f  tr ip  to St. 
C u th b e r t ’s. M o s t  p e o p le  h ave  lo n g  k n o w n  th a t  the 
L a n d ro v e r  is n o t  b o u y a n t.  O n  th a t  d ay  B ob  Graham  
n e a rly  m an a g e d  to  p ro v e  o th erw ise . J o h n  T o f ts ,  newly 
p ro m o te d  a n d  u n d e r  th e  in flu en ce  o f  c h e rry  w ine, went 
so u v e n ir  h u n t in g  a n d  th e n  in d u lg e d  in  a b i t  o f sharp 
sa le sm a n sh ip  b ack  in  c am p . W h o  w as th e  p o o r sucker 
w ith  th e  “  b o w  a n d  a rra  ” ?

T h e  r ig o u rs  a n d  flies o f  T a k a m a  w e re  th e  next 
to rm e n t  o n  th e  lis t— o h , a n d  th e re  w as th a t  terri e 
c le rk  o f  M r. H u b e r t ’s. T h e  s h o r t  te n -d a y  s tay  was spent 
in  v a rie d  w ay s : “  F ro g g ie  ”  S te v en s  en joyed t e 
p lea su res  o f  b isc u its  a n d  w a te r  a lo n g  w ith  th a t 
h o ld -u p  m a n , L /C p l.  G o o d m a n . E v en  a loaf o O 
b re a d  se em e d  like  cav ia r  a f te r  th a t  d ie t. T a k am a  foun 
th e  P la to o n  h u n g ry  aga in , b u t  th is  t im e  it w as uninten 
tio n a l. B u t a c h an ce  sh o t a n d  th e re  w as fre sh  bee of 
S u n d a y  lu n c h . W e ek e n d s  a t T a k a m a  p ro d u c e d  all sorts 
o f  e x c ite m e n ts  as th e  h u n te r s  w e n t o u t o n  safari.
B a rry  G o re  in  search  o f m o n stro u s  sp id e rs , Cpl- 
C ro o k s to n  lo o k in g  fo r  d e e r, C p l. B ro w n  w h o  a ^ 
fr ig h te n in g  a lte rc a tio n  w ith  a io - in . h ig h  a rm ad il o, an 
H e r r id g e w h o  n e a rly  e lim in a te d  th e  P la to o n  C om m an

J L  2 ) ,

W ith  T a k a m a  o v e r an d  th e  tra in in g  cyc le  n early  
co m p le te , th e  P la to o n  n e x t h e a d ed  fo r M a h d ia  a n d , it 
h oped , a sm all fo rtu n e  in go ld  o r  m erc u ry — th e re  was 
no  h a rm  in  h o p in g . K a ie te u r , too , w as e x p e c tin g  a visit 
from  us.

W ith  th e  e n d  o f  A u g u s t ta lk  o f  I re lan d  g rew , ta lk  o f 
M ary  a n d  so  m an y  o th e r  fiancees w ho , it was h o p ed , 
w ou ld  b e  an x io u sly  aw a itin g  “  W in k le  ”  W alsh , th a t  
frog  S te v en s  a n d  p e rh a p s  little  B row n. T h e re  sh o u ld  be 
o th ers  m e n tio n e d  to o  b u t  w e w ill save th e ir  b lu sh es . 
A nd w ith  th e  ta lk  cam e th e  h o p e  o f  a sp o t o f  leave to  
cu re  th e  r in g -w o rm , sw ea t-ra sh , g ip p y  tu m m y , m o s­
q u ito  b ite s  a n d  o th e r  h o rro rs .

S MAL L  
A D V E R T I S E M E N T S

Sm all ad vertise m e n ts  m ay be 
in serted  in th e  Jo u rn a l at a 
ch arge  o f  tw o p e n ce  per w o rd , 
w ith  a m inim um  charge o f 
2 s. 6d.

M atter fo r  in sertio n , accom ­
panied by th e  a p p ro p riate  
rem ittan ce , should be ad­
d ressed  to  th e  Ed itor.

T R A M W A Y  P A T R O L

G u y an a  is a lan d  o f  d e n se  ju n g le , m an y  riv e rs  la rg e  a n d  
sm all, few  ro ad s  a n d  o n e  railway' line . S in ce  tim e  im ­
m em o ria l th e  a n sw e r to  p e rso n a l tra n s p o r t  p ro b le m s has 
b een  “  p a d d le  y o u r ow n  ca n o e ,”  a n d  la tte rly , th e  m o to r  
launch .

R ecen tly  a p a rty  o f  five “  D ie h a rd s  ”  fro m  th e  R eco n ­
na issance  P la to o n , u n d e r  C p l. C ro o k s to n , w ere  o rd e re d  
to  p a tro l u p  th e  B erb ice  R iv e r to  a se rie s  o f  w a te r  falls 
a n d  rap id s  som e 230 m iles f ro m  th e  r iv e r  m o u th . A s a 
te s t  o f in itia tiv e  fo r  m o st o f  th e i r  jo u rn e y  th e  p a tro l  h ad  
to  find  th e ir  o w n  food , b o a ts  a n d  g u id es , b a rg a in in g  
w ith  th e  A m e rin d ian s .

T h e  p a tro l se t o u t  on  a local fe rry  b o a t  a n d  trav e lled  
on  th is  slow , c ro w d ed , d ir ty  vessel fo r  a b o u t 20 h o u rs .  
T h e y  jo u rn e y e d  an  u n e v e n tfu l 100 m iles  b e tw een  banks 
covered  to  th e  w a te r ’s edge  b y  d e n se  ju n g le , o n ly  o ccas­
ionally  b ro k en  b y  a s e ttle m e n t o r  in d iv id u a l s tra w  h u ts  
o f  th e  A m e rin d ian  r iv e r  peo p le . T h e  n e x t s tag e  o f  th e  
jo u rn e y  w as b y  a sm all lau n c h  w h ich  to o k  a fu r th e r  six  
h o u rs  to  c o m p le te  th e  25 m iles to  K w ak w am i, w h ic h  is  a 
b au x ite  m in in g  ce n tre  s tu c k  d eep  in  th e  ju n g le . H e re  th e  
p a tro l se ttle d  d o w n  fo r  th e  n ig h t  s leep in g  ro u g h  in  th e  
cab in s  o f  sm all b o a ts  m o o re d  to  th e  je tty .

T h e  fo llow ing  m o rn in g  L  C p l. J o h n  T o f ts  fo u n d  a p a ir  
o f  .A m erindian  g u id es  w ho  w ere  to  p ro v e  in v a lu ab le . 
A fte r  a fru g a l b reak fas t ( th e  p a r ty  w as o n  v e ry  red u c e d  
ra tio n s  to  save w e ig h t) they ' m o v ed  u p  r iv e r  to w a rd s  
I ta b ru . T h e  B erb ice , w h ich  low er d o w n  w as a  v e ry  
w ide, s low -flow ing, d i r ty  r iv e r , w as n o w  considerab ly '

T R U S T

B r i t a i n ’ s

f i r s t

a n d  m o s t  

p o p u l a r  

k e g  b i t t e r .  

A l w a y s  c l e a r ,  

a l w a y s  i n  

p e r f e c t  

c o n d i t i o n .
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n a rro w e r  a n d  th e  w a te r  w as rea so n a b ly  d r in k a b le .
A t th e  I ta b r u  F a lls ,  30 m ile s  f ro m  K w ak w am i, 

C ro o k s to n  a n d  h is  p a r ty  s p e n t  th e  n ig h t  a t  a h u t  u se d  as 
a  o n e -m a n  w e a th e r  s ta t io n , s h a rin g  i t  w ith  a C h in e se  
R a n g e r  w h o  p a n n e d  th e  r iv e r  s a n d  fo r  d iam o n d s .

F ro m  n o w  o n  th e  g o in g  w as m u c h  h a rd e r .  T h e  f irst 
o b s ta c le  w as th e  I ta b r u  F a lls  w h e re  th e  b o a t  w as u n ­
lo a d e d  a n d  d rag g e d  u p  o v e r  a k no ll w ith  a k ill in g  g rad ie n t 
o f  1 in  7 ! A fte r  a m u c h  n e e d ed  re s t  th e  b o a t  w as r e ­
lo a d e d  a n d  m o v e d  o n  to  th e  n e x t falls  a t  I ta b u lb .  T h e re  
w as n o  w a y  r o u n d  th e s e  a n d  so  e v e ry o n e  h a d  to  g e t o u t 
o f  th e  b o a ts  a n d  s tr ip  d o w n  to  p a n ts  (fo r m o d e s ty ’s sake) 
a n d  b o o ts  (fo r p ro te c tio n  a g a in s t th e  s h a rp  rocks). 
H e a v in g  a n d  s tra in in g  in  n eck  d e e p  w a te r  th e  p a tro l  
m a n a g e d  to  g e t  th e  b o a t  u p  to  th e  r iv e r  level ab o v e  a n d  
th e n  o v e r th e  C a p p e lo  F a lls . A t o n e  p o in t  o n e  so ld ie r  
w as sw e p t o v e r th e  falls a n d  n a rro w ly  av o id e d  se rio u s  
in ju ry .

T w o  m o re  s im ila r  falls w e re  le ft to  b e  d e a lt  w ith , a n d  
o n e  o f  th e m , th e  U m b re lla  F a lls , so  ca lled  b e c au se  a 
t re e  c ro w n s  th e  is la n d  w h ic h  sp lits  th e  F a lls . All 
m e m b e rs  o f  th e  p a tro l  m a n a g e d  to  g e t o n  to  th e  is la n d  
b u t  as th e y  w e re  h a u lin g  u p  th e  b o a t  i t  o v e r tu rn e d , th e  
c h a in  lin k s  s n a p p e d  a n d  th e  b o a t  w as sw e p t aw ay.

T h e  g u id es  a n d  all th e  so ld ie rs  save o n e , a n o n ­
sw im m e r, s tru g g le d  ac ro ss  to  th e  b a n k . O n e  m an , 
W illia m s , h a d  h is  p a n ts  su ck ed  o ff b y  th e  c u r r e n t;  
a n o th e r ,  R e a rd o n , w as w a sh e d  o v e r th e  fa lls ;  Jo n es  w as 
le f t  m a ro o n e d  o n  th e  is la n d  w ith  th e  e q u ip m e n t.  T h e  
b o a t  w as rec o v e re d  b u t  it w as a g re e d  th a t  i t  w as no  
lo n g e r  p o ss ib le  to  c o n tin u e  in  i t ; b u t  b y  sh e e r  g ood  
fo r tu n e  a n o th e r  w as fo u n d  s u n k  ju s t  ab o v e  th e  falls. 
T h is ,  w h e n  b a le d  o u t ,  f lo a ted  ( ju s t)  a n d  th e  p a tro l 
p a d d le d  u p  to  th e  W in te rs  F a lls  a n d  th e re  le f t th e i r  b o a t 
to  m o v e  o n  to  th e ir  goal, th e  T ra m w a y  R a p id s , o n  foo t 
v ia  a ju n g le  tra c k . T h is  in v o lv e d  a  s h o r t  b u t  a rd u o u s  
ju n g le  m arc h .

T im e  w as b y  n o w  r u n n in g  sh o rt ,  so  a fte r  a re s t  th e y  
m a d e  th e i r  w ay  b a c k  u n e v e n tfu lly  to  K w a k w a m i w h ere  
a  lau n c h  w a ite d  to  c a rry  th e m  b a c k  to  th e i r  b ase  n e a r  
N e w  A m ste rd a m . I n  five days th e  p a r ty  h a d  tra v e lle d  
o v e r  400 m ile s  b y  b o a t,  a n d  h a d  b e e n  fu r th e r  u p  th e  
r iv e r  th a n  a n y b o d y  h a d  b e e n  b e fo re  th em .

B A R A M IT A  P A T R O L

T h e  h ig h lig h t  o f  th e  to u r  in  G u y a n a , as fa r  as 9 P la to o n  
is  c o n c e rn e d , cam e  a t  th e  e n d  o f  J u ly  w h e n  w e all b a d e  
farew ell to  th e  co m fo r ts  a n d  so p h is tic a tio n  o f  A tk in so n  
B ase a n d  h e a d e d  fo r  th e  u n k n o w n  te r ro rs  o f  th e  N o r th -  
W e st  f ro n tie r .  W e so o n  fo u n d  th a t  a ll th o se  s to r ie s  
a b o u t fie rce , d iss id e n t  t r ib e s  a re  co m p le te ly  u n tru e ,  an d  
cam e to  th e  c o n c lu s io n  th a t  s o m e b o d y  h as  m o v ed  th e  
K h y b e r  P ass , b e c au se  w e lo o k ed  v e ry  h a rd  fo r  i t  an d  
h a d  n o  success .

B u t th is  is  ju m p in g  ah e ad . A c tu a lly  it  all s ta r te d  a t 
th e  b e g in n in g  o f  J u ly  w h e n  th e  M e d ic a l O fficer sh o w e re d  
u s  w ith  ta b le ts  w h ic h  h e  ca lled  P a lu d r in , a n d  th e  C o m ­
p a n y  C o m m a n d e r  to ld  u s  w e  w ere  so o n  to  go  o n  a 
sp ecia l m iss io n .

T h e  P a lu d r in  p u z z le d  u s  a t  first. O n e  sch o o l o f 
th o u g h t  f irm ly  b e liev ed  th e y  w e re  th e  la te s t ch em ical
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w arfa re  d ev ice , b u t  c o u ld  o ffer n o  id eas  as to  what 
w e a p o n  th e y  w e re  to  b e  f ired  f ro m . T h e  m o re  m ature 
o f  u s  rea lis e d  th a t  o f  c o u rse  th e y  p ro v id e d  th e  painless 
la s t  re lease  f ro m  f ie n d ish  to r tu re  b y  th e  en em y . As it 
h a p p e n e d  w e w e re  a ll w ro n g . T h e y  w e re  to  stop  us 
f ro m  c a tc h in g  m a la ria , fo r  w e  w e re  b o u n d  fo r  B aram ita 
w h e re  all th e  m ala ria l m o sq u ito e s  in  th e  c o u n try  gather 
fo r  th e i r  a n n u a l su m m e r  t ra in in g  c am p .

B a ra m ita  lies so m e  150 m iles w e s t  o f  G eorgetow n, 
b e in g  o n ly  five m ile s  f ro m  G u y a n a ’s W e ste rn  frontier 
w i th  V en ezu e la . N o . 9 P la to o n  w e re  to  go th e re  to 
g a th e r  all th e  in fo rm a tio n  th e y  c o u ld  o n  th e  b o rd e r, the 
c o u n try  a n d  th e  local in h a b ita n ts  in  th e  im m e d ia te  area. 
T h e  v e ry  s o u n d  o f  B a ra m ita  is exo tic , a n d  to  th e  naive it 
c o n ju re d  u p  im ag es  c lose ly  l in k e d  to  A capu lco  and 
S o u th e n d -o n -S e a . W h e n , h o w ev er, w e tu m b le d  from 
th e  D a k o ta  a fte r  a b u m p y  h o u r - lo n g  f lig h t, all w e could 
see  w as a g rass  a ir s tr ip  w i th  ju s t  th re e  w o o d en  shacks and 
an  e n d le ss  p a n o ra m a  o f  v irg in  ju n g le . T h is  w as to  be 
o u r  b a se  fo r  th e  n e x t  12 days.

W e  so o n  b e g a n  in  e a rn e s t  to  fu lfil o u r  a llo tte d  tasks. 
L o c a l g u id es  w e re  en g a g ed  fro m  th e  2 0 -o d d  A m erindians 
w h o  liv e  a t B a ra m ita , a n d  w e w e re  all se t. S g t. Stevens 
d isa p p e a re d  in  a  n o r th -w e s te r ly  d ire c tio n , h e a d ed  for the 
f ro n tie r , a n d  C p l. P u ck ey  w ith  h is  se c tio n  d id  likewise to 
th e  s o u th . C p l. F ro s t  a n d  L /C p l .  S a u n d e rs  p refe rred  to 
tra v e l in  s ty le , a n d  w ith  P te s  G a rd e n e r  a n d  M u rp h y  and 
a  p a ir  o f  co llap sab le  c an o es , le ft b y  h e lic o p te r  to be 
d ro p p e d  o n  th e  B a rm a  R iv e r, so m e  s ix  m iles to  th e  south. 
T h e y  w e re  to  r e p o r t  o n  th e  n a v ig a b ility  o f th e  r iver and 
to  p lo t  i ts  c o u rse . T h e y  so o n  fo u n d  th a t  in  comm on 
w ith  m o s t  r iv e rs  in  th e  a rea , th e  B aram a  is full of 
o b s tac les  in  th e  fo rm  o f  fa llen  tre e s , su b m e rg e d  rocks and 
sw irlin g  ra p id s , a n d  th a t  if  y o u  d o  n o t  h a p p e n  to  have a 
p a ir  o f g ills  a n d  a d o rsa l fin  o n  y o u , y o u r  progress is 
b o u n d  to  b e  slow . T h e  p a tro l  su ffe red  m an y  “  duck­
in g s  ”  b u t  to  th e i r  c re d it  b ecam e  q u ite  e x p e rt at re­
f lo a tin g  b o th  th em se lv e s  a n d  th e i r  b o a ts . L /Cpl. 
S a u n d e rs  w as ev en  se en  to  su rfa c e  w ith  a c igare tte  still 
in  h is  m o u th . In  th e  m ea n tim e , L /C p l.  B arlow  and his 
s e c tio n  w e re  b u s y  m a p p in g  track s  b e tw e en  B aram ita  air­
s tr ip  a n d  th e  n u m e ro u s , sm a ll g o ld  m in e s  th a t  are still 
b e in g  w o rk e d  in  th e  a rea . A c tu a lly  w e n o w  su sp ec t that 
he  h a d  ta m p e re d  w ith  h is  c o m p ass , b e c au se  it seem ed to 
lead  h im  w ith  su sp ic io u s  f re q u e n c y  b ack  to  th e  comforts 
o f  b ase! W h ile  all th is  w as g o in g  o n , L t .  G rah am  had 
d o n n e d  h is  lo in -c lo th  a n d  g o n e  all A m e rin d ian . W ith 
P te s  B u rg e  a n d  L o v e  in  to w  h e  f litte d  f ro m  one  A m erin­
d ian  v illage to  th e  n e x t,  g a th e r in g  all p o ss ib le  inform a­
t io n  o n  th e  local t r ib e  k n o w n  as th é  C a rib s . T h e  latter 
w e  fo u n d  a t a ll t im e s  to  b e  a  m o s t h e lp fu l, friendly , « 
ra th e r  shy , p e o p le  w h o  s till  live  a p r im it iv e  ex istence in 
sp ite  o f  th e  g en e ra l d r iv e  to  o p e n  u p  a n d  develop  t e  
in te r io r .  T h e  f irs t to  s e ttle  in  th e  C a r ib b e a n  Islands, 
th e  C a r ib s  h a v e  n o w  w ith d ra w n  to  th is  rem o te  area and 
n o w  n u m b e r  o n ly  so m e  600. T h e y  re ta in  m an y  of-their 
p a s t  c u s to m s , su c h  as  th e  b e lie f  in  vo o d o o  an t e 
p rac tic e  o f  p o ly g am y . W e m e t u p  w ith  o n e  old an 
w h o  s ti ll  k eep s  five w ives a n d  w h o  im p re sse d  us wit 
h is  g en e ra l g ood  h e a lth  a n d  ch eerfu ln ess .

O n  a  m o re  se rio u s  n o te ,  i t  w as v e ry  d is tre s s in g  to  hn 
th a t  m a n y  o f  th e  C a r ib s  w ere  su ffe rin g  f ro m  measles, 
d isease  o f  n o  g rea t sig n ifican ce  to  u rb a n  com m unitie
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b u t o n e  w h ic h  has se rio u s  effects o n  th ese  fo re s t dw e lle rs , 
causing  b o th  a g en e ra l lis tle ssn ess  an d , in  som e cases, 
death . W e d e riv e d  so m e  sa tisfac tio n  fro m  th e  effo rts  
of L /C p l.  G le a r, o u r  “  m ed ic  ”  w ho  d id  s te r lin g  w’o rk  in  
he lp ing  to  keep  d o w n  th e  fev er o f  th o se  w fio a llow ed 
them selves to  be  tre a te d , b u t  reg re tta b ly  m an y  o f  us w ill 
leave th is  c o u n try  w ith  a p ic tu re  o f  th e ir  su ffe rin g  an d  
he lp lessness  f irm ly  e m b e d d e d  in  o u r  m in d s.

A fte r  fo u r  days th e  f irst p a tro ls  re tu rn e d  to  base  all 
having  ach iev ed  th e i r  v a rio u s  aim s.

Sg t. S te v en s  co m p la in e d  o f so re  fee t an d  sh o u ld  have 
know n b e tte r ,  fo r  h e  w as w h isk ed  off b y  h e lic o p te r  to  
w ield a p a ir  o f  p a d d le s  on  a n o th e r  m o re  d is ta n t  s tre tc h  o f 
the B aram a  R iv er. H e  re tu rn e d  fo u r days la te r  w ith  
even m o re  p a in fu l fee t, h av in g  b een  fo rced  to  w alk 
w ith h is  b o a t m u ch  fu r th e r  th a n  it h a d  b een  po ssib le  
to p a d d le  it.

A fte r  te n  days all p a tro ls  w ere  b ack  a t base , ab le  to  
look w ith  sa tis fa c tio n  a t  a d e ta ile d  m ap  o f  th e  a rea w h ich  
was e n tire ly  d u e  to  th e i r  o w n  good w ork . T a ll  s to ries  
were sw a p p e d , a n d  even  ta lle r  s to ries  to ld  to  th e  base 
p ersonnel. T h e  la t te r  h a d  b een  con fin ed  a t B aram ita  
a ir-s tr ip  fo r  th e  d u ra t io n  o f  th e  v isit, a n d  w ere  b y  now  
expert p o k e r  p lay ers  to  a m an . T h e y  w ere  also ab le  to  
testify  to  M a jo r  P o lla rd ’s q u a litie s  as a cook a lth o u g h  
som e w 'ere s till  n o t  reco n c iled  to  h av in g  c u rry  p o w d er 
and red  p e p p e rs  w ith  th e i r  c o in f lak e s !

By A u g u s t  6, i t  w as tim e  to  b e g in  th e  r e tu rn  jo u rn e y  
to A tk in so n . C o m p a n y  H .Q . re tu rn e d  th e  easy  w ay b y  
air, b u t  th e re  w ere  m o re  a rd u o u s  p lan s  in  th e  offing for 
the  P la to o n . A h ead  o f  u s  lay  a 3 4 -m ile  m arc h  to  
M a tth e w ’s R id g e , a la rg e  m an g a n e se  m in e , a n d  from  
there  a t r ip  o n  a m an g a n e se  tra in  to  th e  K a itu m a  R iver. 
A lau n c h  w as th e n  to  tak e  u s  b y  r iv e r  to  M a b aru m a  
w here w e w e re  to  e m b a rk  o n  a s te a m er  fo r  a tw o -d ay  
trip  to  G eo rg e to w n . T h e  m arc h  w as n e g o tia te d  a fte r  
th ree  days w h ich  te s te d  u s  to  th e  fu ll. M ile  a fte r  m ile  o f 
sw am p, m o u n ta in s  a n d  th ic k  fo re s t w'ere finally  p u t  
b eh ind  us a n d  w e se ttle d  d o w n  to  a c o m p le te  d ay ’s res t 
at th e  m an g a n e se  m in e  w h e re  e v e ry o n e  w as m o st 
h o sp itab le  a n d  h e lp fu l.

P te . L o v e  h a d  p ro v ed  th e  “ b re w -u p  ”  k in g  o v er th e  
past few  d ay s. W e  w o rk ed  it  o u t q u ite  accu ra te ly  and  
found th a t  h e  w o u ld  do  10 m .p .g . o n  a lo n g  ru n .

A fter  tw o  days o n  a c ro w d ed  s te a m er  w h ich  w as h a rd  
p ut to  a cco m m o d ate  o u r  h am m o ck s , w e finally  tu m b le d  
ashore a t G e o rg e to w n .

C pl. S m ith  ch a n g ed  fro m  g ree n  to  h is  m o re  usua l 
white, so  w e k n ew  w e w ere  b ack  to  n o rm a l. W e all 
have o u r  ow n  m em o rie s  o f  B aram ita , a n d  C p l. F ro s t is 
often h e a rd  to  say  in  h is  sleep  “  on ly  th re e  m iles to  go .” 
O ne c e rta in ty  is  th a t  fo r  ev e ry  o n e  o f  u s  i t  h a d  b een  an 
experience n o n e  w o u ld  h ave  m issed .

O F F IC E R S ’ M E SS

F irs t im p re ss io n  o n  a rriv a l in  A p ril  w as as expected . 
T h e  h o t  s u n  o f G u y a n a — o r B ritish  G u ia n a  as th e  
coun try  w as th e n  ca lled — p ro v ed  a w elcom e change  fro m  
the co ld  d rizz le  (h o w ev er in v ig o ra tin g !)  o f  Ire land . 
A fter th e  f irs t  w eek , e v e ry o n e  h a d  th a t  b ro n ze d  “  C a r ib ­
bean ”  look  a b o u t  th em , a n d  w ere  so o n  b u sy  en joy ing  
the b reezy  h o sp ita lity  asso c ia ted  w ith  G eorge tow n.

P e rh ap s  in itia l rea c tio n s  c o u ld  b e s t be  su m m e d  u p  in  th e  
w o rd s o f  o n e  y o u n g  officer— u n m a rr ie d  o f  co u rse—  
“  w h y  o n ly  s ix  m o n th s !  ”

T h e  G e o rg e to w n  M e ss— situ a te d  in  a d e lig h tfu l b u t  
so m ew h at sm all w o o d en  b u ild in g  b u i l t  in  th e  usua l 
D u tc h  co lon ial s ty le  a n d  b e lo n g in g  to  th e  w ell kn o w n  
L u ck h o o  fam ily— is th e  c e n tra l B a tta lio n  M ess . B u t 
o w ing  to  th e  R e g im e n t b e in g  so  d isp e rsed  in  G u y an a , 
on ly  th e  officers a c tu a lly  s ta t io n e d  in  G e o rg e to w n  use  th e  
M ess , an d  w ith  b e d ro o m  sp ace  v e ry  lim ite d , w e a re  very  
fo rtu n a te  in  b e in g  ab le  to  a c co m m o d ate  “  overflow  ”  
officers in  th e  n e a rb y  G e o rg e to w n  C lu b . A lth o u g h  
soon a fte r  a rriv al c e rta in  m em b e rs  o f  th e  M e ss  su ffered  
an  a tte m p te d  “  choke  a n d  ro b  ”  a tta c k  w h ils t  w a lk in g  a t  
n ig h t fro m  th e  C lu b  to  th e  M ess , w e  a re  g lad  to  re p o r t  
th a t  a s im ila r  rep e titio n  o f  su c h  v illa in y  has  n o t  b een  
tr ie d  again .

T h e  a rriv al o f  o u r  s ilv e r an d  p ic tu re s  d id  a lo t to  
b r ig h te n  u p  th e  a n te  ro o m  w h ere  th e  C o lo u rs  a re  a lso  on  
d isp lay  each  day . N ew  lig h ts , a  p las tic  s tr ip  c u rta in  
(in  n e a r  R eg im en ta l co lo u rs) a n d  so m e  rep o s itio n in g  o f  
fu rn itu re  a d d e d  som e m o re  co lo u r. A  co m b in e d  effo rt 
by  th e  C o m m a n d in g  O fficer a n d  2 IC  so rte d  o u t  th e  
g a rd e n . T w o  n ew  g a te  p o s ts  a n d  rep a irs  to  th e  fen ce  
se t off a good d isp lay  o f  p la n ts  f ro m  th e  B o tan ica l G a r ­
d e n s  a n d  even  fu r th e r  afie ld , all o f  w h ich  h a d  b een  
p la n te d  b y  g a rd e n e rs  lo an e d  f ro m  th e  g a rd e n s . A  to u ch  
o f  p a in t  o n  th e  h o u se  a n d  v a rio u s  flow er p o ts  a n d  th e  
flagpole  a d d e d  th e  final to u ch es .

W ith  w h isk y  a t  6s. a b o ttle ,  social life h as  g o n e  w ith  
a sw in g . In v ita tio n s  to  ev e r p o p u la r  S u n d a y  c u rry  lu n ­
ches h ave  b e e n  av id ly  so u g h t a f te r  b y  all local g o u r ­
m e ts , w h ile  c ap ac ity  a tte n d a n c e s  a t  m o n th ly  “ju m p -  
u p s ”  h as  e n a b le d  all M e ss  m e m b e rs  to  a t te m p t  th e  
f re n z ie d  if  p e rs p i r in g  b e a t  o f  th e  calypso . T h e  y o u n g
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a n d  th e  n o t  so  y o u n g  h a v e  v ie d  w i th  each  o th e r  in  
sh o w in g  th e i r  in d iv id u a l  s ty le  to  a d v a n ta g e , b u t  n o  o n e  
— a t  th e  tim e  o f  w r i t in g  th e s e  n o te s — h as  q u ite  b e e n  
a b le  to  excel th e  g y m n a s tic s ,  a lm o s t  p ro fe s s io n a l ,  s ty le  
o f  d a n c in g  d e m o n s ta te d  b y  P a y m a s te r ,  C a p t .  N ick  
B ry a n t.

B u t th e  m o re  official s id e  o f  e n te r ta in m e n ts  h as  n o t  
b e e n  n e g le c te d . O n  M a y  4 , o v e r  150 g u e s ts ,  in c lu d in g  
H is  E x e lle n c y , th e  G o v e rn o r ,  S i r  R ic h a rd  L u y t ,  
G .C .M .G . ,  K .c .v .o ., d . m . c . ,  a n d  L a d y  L u y t ,  a t te n d e d  a 
v e ry  s u c c e ss fu l cock ta il p a r ty , a n d  o n  M a y  19— ju s t  p r io r  
to  In d e p e n d e n c e — th e  o fficers o f  th e  R e g im e n t a t te n d e d  
a m e m o ra b le  farew ell d in n e r  to  say  g o o d b y e  to  th e  
G o v e rn o r  as th e  C o lo n y ’s la s t C o m m a n d e r - in -C h ie f .  
D u r in g  In d e p e n d e n c e  c e le b ra t .o n s  th e  M e ss  w as 
h o n o u r e d  b y  H is  R oyal H ig h n e ss , th e  D u k e  o f  K e n t,  
w h o  ta lk e d  in fo rm a lly  to  all officers p re se n t.

M rs . E ld e r ;  B ish o p  o f  th e  W e st In d ie s , D r . A lan  W ood; 
C o l. E . A . H e f fo rd ;  M a y o r  o f  G e o rg e to w n , M r. E. 
G a jra j, a n d  M rs . G a jra j, a n d  S ir  J o s e p h  a n d  L ady 
L u c k h o o  to  m e n tio n  b u t  a few .

W ith  reg a rd  to  p e rso n a litie s , e v e ry o n e  sa id  a regretfu l 
g o o d b y e  to  G o rd o n  C ru m le y — h is  farew ell p a rty  with 
c h a m p a g n e  b e fo re  th e  C o m m a n d in g  O fficers’ conference 
w as a g rea t su ccess  (o th e r  officers a b o u t  to  leave  please 
n o te ) ; a n d  w e w ish  G o rd o n  a n d  M a rg a re t  all success in 
th e i r  n ew  life in  H o n g  K o n g . A rriv a ls  in c lu d e  Capt. 
J o h n  L o f tin g  f ro m  A d e n  (b u t  w ith o u t  h is  crick e t bat 
th e  P .M .C . w as sad  to  d isco v e r), C a p t. G a v in  “  Jam aica ” 
B u llo ch  w h o se  s to r ie s  a b o u t  th e  W e st  In d ie s  appear 
in ex h a u s tib le , H a r ry  B ars to w  fro m  M o n s , D avid 
G o u d a  f ro m  R .M .A .S .,  a n d  P a d re  I a n  B u ll w h o  jo ined  
us in  G u y a n a  f ro m  1 K in g ’s R e g im e n t. P a re n th o o d  has 
a lso  tak en  its  h a p p y  to ll, a n d  w e c o n g ra tu la te  P e te r  and

O f f ic e r s ’
M e s s

G e o r g e to w n ,
G u y a n a

T h e  P a r lia m e n ta ry  U n d e r  S ecretary ' o f  S ta te , L o rd  
B esw ick , a lso  p a id  u s  a v isit d u r in g  th is  p e rio d  a n d  
lu n c h e d  in  th e  M ess . H e  w as k in d  e n o u g h  to  m ak e  a 
s h o r t  sp eech  th a n k in g  th e  R e g im e n t fo r  th e  w o rk  i t  w as 
d o in g  in  G u y a n a . O n  A lb u h e ra  D a y  all officers d in ed  
to g e th e r— w e a rin g  “  red  sea  rig  ” — a n d  in  J u n e  th e  
D in n e r  C lu b  e n te r ta in e d  th e  local C h a irm a n  o f  B ookers, 
M r. A n th o n y  T a s k e r ,  c .b . e . ,  a n d  w e re  re w a rd e d  w ith  an 
e x c e llen t ta lk  o n  G u y a n a . A lso  in J u n e  C o m m a n d e r  
F ra n k lin , R .N .,  a n d  th e  officers o f  H .M .S .  T a r ta r  w ere  
e n te r ta in e d  to  co ck ta ils  w h ils t on  a c o u rte sy  v isit to  
G e o rg e to w n . O th e rs  w h o  h av e  v is ite d  th e  M e ss  a t  one  
t im e  o r  a n o th e r  in c lu d e  th e  C o m m a n d e r  o f B ritish  
F o rc es  in  G u y a n a , C o l. G . J . A . D ew ar, a n d  M rs .D e w a r , 
C h ie f  o f S ta ff  G u y a n a  M ilita ry  F o rces , L t .-C o l.  R o n ald  
P o p e , a n d  M rs . P o p e — b o th  w ell rem e m b e re d  fro m  
H a m e ln  d a y s ; C o m m iss io n e r  to  G u y a n a , M r. Ian  
P u tto c k , an d  M rs . P u t to c k ;  B ritish  H ig h  C o m m iss io n e r  
to  G u y a n a , M r. T .  L . C ro s th w a it ;  L t .-C o l.  N o rm a n  
C la y d e n  (w h e n  free  fro m  b ird  w a tc h in g  a n d  o th e r
G .S .O . i  d u tie s ) ;  B ish o p  o f  S ta d ro e k , D r . E ld e r, an d

In g r id  C h e e sm a n , P e te r  a n d  K y re n  P a c k h a m , P e te r  and 
Jo v ce  C la rk e  ( tw in s  d e se rv e  ex tra  sp ecia l c o n g ra tu la ­
tio n s) , a n d  D a v id  a n d  D o ris  P ik e  o n  re c e n t  a d d itio n s  to 
th e i r  fam ilies. C /S g t .  B riggs a n d  th e  M ess  S t a f f — both 
m ilita ry  a n d  civ ilian — m u s t  n o t  b e  fo rg o tte n . They 
h av e  all w o rk ed  lo n g  h o u rs  a n d  g iv en  e x ce llen t service 
t h ro u g h o u t  th e  to u r .  “  A rc h ie ,”  o u r  ev e r friendly 
s e v en -c o lo u re d  p a rro t ,  m u s t  a lso  b e  m en tio n e d . His 
ch e e rfu l a n tic s  h av e  b e e n  a c o n s ta n t  so u rc e  o f  am use- 
m e n t to  e v e ry b o d y .

P ackin g up fo r H olyw ood w ill soon be upon us, and 
the “  Em erald Is le  ’ ’ draw s nearer every  day. Everyone 
w ill take aw ay their ow n particu lar m em ories o f George­
tow n, but perhaps you r poor scribe w ill be forgiven it 
he attem pts to sum  it all up as “  ju m p -u p s ”  and steel
b a n d s , ca lypsos and “  A rch ie  bru ck -em -u p ,”  arm chairs
a n d  “  w h o ’s fo r  te n n is ? ”  C o lg ra in e  P oo l an d  that 
■' b ro n z e d  ”  look, n ig h tfa ll  a n d  “  choke  a n d  ro b ,”  curry 
lu n ch e s  an d  “  d o  s tay  fo r  te a .”  B u t w h a te v e r  recollec­
tio n  w e h av e  o f  th is  h o sp ita b le  to w n  a n d  its  friendly 
p eo p le , le t  u s  all en jo y  th e  s u n sh in e  w h ile  w e-can .
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W A R R A N T  O F F IC E R S ’ A N D  
S E R G E A N T S ’ M E S S  

( G e o r g e to w n )

A t th e  tim e  o f  w ritin g  th e  las t n o tes , all th o u g h ts  w ere 
on B ritish  G u ia n a  a n d  e v e ry o n e  was b u sy  p re p a r in g  for 
the m ove. W e d id , h o w ev er, h av e  o n e  v e ry  m em o rab le  
event in  th e  M e ss  w h ich  is w o rth y  o f  reco rd . Sgt. 
W illis, th e  M e ss  a rtis t , h a d  b een  b u sy  fo r  several w eeks 
pa in tin g  in o ils a rep lica  o f  o u r  R e g im e n t’s fam ous 
pain ting , “  S te ad y  th e  D ru m s  an d  F ife s .” T h is  a r t i s t ’s 
im pression  o f  th e  o rig in a l w as d u ly  c o m p le te d  an d  an 
unveiling  c e rem o n y  w as o rg an ised  in early  M a rc h . T h e  
officers w e re  in v ite d  a n d  th e  2 IC  w ith  d u e  p o m p  an d  
cerem ony p e rfo rm e d  th e  u nveiling . W e a re  all m ost

O u r  B a tta lio n ’s ad v an ce  p a rty  left N o r th e rn  I re lan d  
on  th e  e v e n in g  o f  M a rc h  22 an d  a rriv ed  in  B ritish  
G u ia n a  th e  fo llow ing  m o rn in g , w h ere  w e w ere  h e a rtily  
w elcom ed  b y  1st B a tta lio n , T h e  K in g ’s R eg im en t, w ho 
w h ip p ed  u s  o ff  to  th e i r  M esses to  sw op  y a m s  a n d  d rin k s . 
T h e y  looked a fte r  us w ell fo r  o u r  f irst few  days in  G u ia n a , 
b u t  g rad u a lly  th e y  m e lted  aw ay  as in co m in g  p lan e -lo ad s  
o f  “ D ie -H a rd s  ”  b ecam e  o u t-g o in g  p lan e -lo ad s  o f 

K in g sm e n .”
In  th e  rea lm  o f  M e ss  e n te r ta in m e n t w e  be lieve  we 

have exceeded  even  o u r  w ild es t d rea m s. In  th e  
c o u n tries  a n d  islan d s  o f th e  C a r ib b e a n , o n e  o f  th e  m o st 
p o p u la r  p as tim es  is a “  J u m p -u p  ”  (to  w h ich  an  e n ­
lig h ten ed  few  o f  us w ere  in tro d u c e d  a fte r  o n ly  tw o  days 
in  th e  co lony!). A “ J u m p -u p  ”  is  d a n c in g  to  ca lypsos,

A t B a r b a d o s  e n  r o u t e  f o r  G u y a n a
From left to r igh t: S g t .  W . A rg e n t , 
C^Sgt. W . S m ith , S 'S g t .  C . Sabner  
(R .A .P .C .), C l S g t .  J .  R edm ond ,
O .R .Q .M .S .  G . C rip p s , S g t.  A .  

Torrie, S g t .  R . S h a v e

grateful to  S g t. W illis  fo r  p ro d u c in g  fo r us such  a 
treasure. T h e  p ic tu re , a 5 x 4  ft. g ian t, tak es  p r id e  o f 
place in  o u r  A n te -ro o m .

B efore w e le ft th e  m isty , ra in y  sh o res  o f  N o r th e rn  
Ire land  fo r  th e  m o re  e q u a b le  c lim ate  o f B ritish  G u ian a , 
we knew  th a t ,  as a M ess , in d eed  as a B atta lio n , we 
should b e  sp re a d  o v e r an  ex trem ely  large a rea o f  t e r r i ­
tory w h ich  w o u ld  m ake it im p o ssib le  to  have b u t  one 
W arran t O fficers’ an d  S e rg ea n ts ’ M ess. H ow ever, by  
means o f  in fo rm a tiv e  co rre sp o n d e n ce  w ith  his opp o site  
n u m b er in  xst B a tta lio n , T h e  K in g ’s R eg im en t ( th e  
in fantry  B a tta lio n  w h o m  w e w ere reliev ing), th e  R eg i­
m ental S e rg e a n t-M a jo r  was ab le  to  give us th e  low -dow n 
and p u t  u s  in  th e  p ic tu re .

T h e re  w ere  to  b e  tw o  p rin c ip a l M esses, th e  first in 
the cap ita l, G eo rg e to w n , w h ich  was sh ared  w ith  the  
W arran t O fficers a n d  S e rg ea n ts  fro m  th e  G arriso n  
H ead q u arte rs, a n d  th e  seco n d  a t th e  m ain  base, A tk inson  
Field, ag a in  sh a re d  b u t  w ith  W a rra n t O fficers and  
Sergeants o f  1310 T ra n s p o r t  F lig h t, R .A .F ., as well as 
o ther su p p o rt in g  a rm s.

a n d  o th e r  W e st In d ia n  m u sic  p lay ed  b y  a stee l b a n d  o r 
s im p ly  by  reco rd -p lay e r. T h e  rh y th m  a n d  tem p o  
o f  th e  m u sic  is su c h  th a t  m o st p eo p le  a re  co m p e lled  to  
ju m p  u p  a n d  dance. W e h o ld  o u r  “  J u m p -u p s  ”  each  
S a tu rd a y  ev en in g , a lte rn a tin g  b e tw een  th e  G e o rg e to w n  
a n d  A tk in so n  M esses.

O n  A lb u h e ra  D ay  th e  R e g im e n t’s t ra d itio n a l ac tiv ities  
w ere  c a rr ied  o u t w ith  th e  c u s to m a ry  s p ir i t  o f  gay 
ab an d o n ! T h e  G eo rg e to w n  M e ss  w as s ti r re d  fro m  its 
s lu m b e rs  b y  an  im p ress iv e  se lec tio n  o f  m u sic  p lay ed  by  
th e  R eg im en ta l B and  an d  C o rp s  o f  D ru m s  g a rb e d  in  an  
im p ress iv e  se lec tion  o f  sa rto ria l e legance! W e w ere 
su rp r ise d  a n d  d e lig h ted  to  see th e  C o m m a n d in g  O fficer 
as an  ac tin g  u n p a id  D ru m -M a jo r !  A t lu n ch tim e  we 
p a id  o u r  cu s to m ary  call a t  th e  O fficers' M ess  for d r in k s , 
th e  W a rra n t O fficers rem a in in g  fo r a m o st ex cellen t 
lu n ch . In  th e  ev en in g , th e  officers. W a rra n t  O fficers 
an d  S erg ean ts  g a th e re d  to g e th e r  fo r  th e  tra d itio n a l 
A lb u h e ra  S ile n t T o a s t  C e re m o n y , a fte r  w h ich  th e  
W a rra n t O fficers an d  S e rg ea n ts  s a t d o w n  a n d  d in ed  
to g e th e r. I t  was a m o st h a p p y  occasion  as all b u t  a very
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few  M e ss  m e m b e rs  w e re  ab le  to  g a th e r  in  G e o rg e to w n  
fo r  th is  fu n c tio n .

O u r  n e x t  b ig  fu n c tio n  w as a co ck ta il p a r ty  h e ld  on  
S a tu rd a y , M a y  21 , w h ic h  w e n t  o n  w ell in to  th e  ea rly  
h o u r s  o f  th e  m o rn in g . A t th is  p a r ty  w e  to o k  th e  w ise 
p re c a u tio n  o f  n ot le t t in g  C /S g t.  B ill S m ith  a tte n d  to  th e  
m ix in g  o f  th e  co ck ta ils . In s te a d  w e  h a d  a “  t r i u m ­
v ira te  ”  c o n s is t in g  o f  C .S .M . M ic k  E ls to n , S g t. T re v o r  
F is h e r  w i th  “  O ld  M a n  ”  S /S g t.  B ill R o b so n  crack in g  
th e  w h ip . B y  th e  fo llo w in g  m o rn in g  e v e ry o n e  w as 
w ish in g  th e y  h a d  le t  B ill S m ith  h av e  h is  w ay ! W e 
in v ite d  a b o u t  150 g u e s ts  to  th is  p a r ty  a n d  th e y  w ere  
ro y a lly  e n te r ta in e d  b y  a d isp la y  f ro m  th e  C o rp s  of 
D ru m s  an d , a f te rw a rd s , a  se le c tio n  o f m u s ic  f ro m  th e  
R e g im e n ta l B an d .

O n  M a y  26 , 1966, B r i tish  G u ia n a  g a in e d  h e r  I n d e ­
p e n d e n c e  a n d  b e c am e  th e  n e w  n a tio n  o f  G u y a n a . H e r  
M a je s ty ’s  r e p re s e n ta tiv e  a t a ll th e  official fu n c tio n s  
le a d in g  u p  to  th e  p r in c ip a l  c e re m o n y  o n  M a y  26, w as 
H is  R o y a l H ig h n e ss  T h e  D u k e  o f  K e n t.  O n  W e d n e s ­
d ay , M a y  25 , th e  M e ss  w as h ig h ly  h o n o u re d  to  h av e  th e  
D u k e  as  o u r  g u e s t fo r  a s h o r t  w h ile , d u r in g  w h ic h  h e  
fo u n d  t im e  to  h av e  a w o rd  w i th  m o s t  o f  o u r  m e m b e rs . 
H e  la te r  p re s e n te d  th e  B a tta lio n  w ith  a s ig n e d  p o r tr a it  
o f  h im se lf , w h ic h  w ill h av e  a p lace  o f  h o n o u r  in  o u r  
M e ss  o n  o u r  r e tu r n  to  H o ly w o o d .

I n  th e  w o rld  o f  sp o rt ,  th e  M e ss  is  h o ld in g  its  ow n . 
I t  is n o w  a re g u la r  S a tu rd a y  m o rn in g  fe a tu re  to  see  th e  
M e ss  te a m  re s p le n d e n t  in  lily -w h ite  s h ir ts ,  m ak in g  th e ir  
w ay  to  th e  fo o tb a ll p i tc h , to  tak e  o n  a n o th e r  te a m  fro m  
w ith in  th e  B a tta lio n . W e  h av e  h a d  o u r  sh a re  o f  “  lo st 
m a tc h e s ,”  b u t  m o s tly  w e seem  to  w in , n o  d o u b t d u e  to  
s u c h  s ta lw a r t  p lay e rs  as “  W o rld  C u p  ”  W illy  W illia m ­
s o n , “ G r o t t y ”  F o rd  a n d  “  B oo tsy  ”  E ls to n ;  n o t 
fo rg e ttin g  th e  R e g im e n ta l S e rg e a n t-M a jo r  w h o  does 
rea lly  w ell in  p re v e n tin g  o u r  o p p o n e n ts  f ro m  g e tt in g  a t 
th e  b a ll  (a n d  o u r  o w n  p lay e rs  to o !) .

A s u su a l w e  h a v e  o u r  d e p a r tu re s ,  a rr iv a ls  a n d  p r o ­
m o tio n s . F i r s t  w e  say  farew ell to  S /S g t.  T e d  G ir lin g  
w h o  h as  to rn  h im s e lf  aw ay  a fte r  te n  y ea rs  as o u r  B a tta lio n  
a rm o u re r . W e  all w ish  y o u  a n d  y o u r  fam ily  th e  b e s t 
o f  g ood  fo r tu n e  in  y o u r  n e w  p o s tin g , T e d .  C .S .M . 
J o h n  M a rtin , M .M ., h as  n o w  m o v ed  to  1st B a tta lio n  T h e  
R oyal S u ssex  R e g im e n t a n d  is a t  p re s e n t  s e rv in g  in  
G e rm a n y . O u r  v e h ic le  g e n iu s , S g t. G eo rg e  P eacock , 
R .E .M .E .,  h as  le f t  u s  o n  p o s tin g , a lso  to  B .A .O .R .; 
S g ts . G eo rg e  H o rd e r  a n d  Jo h n  R e d ru p  a re  n o w  b rav in g  
th e  r ig o u rs  o f  c iv ilian  life  a n d  S g t. B ru c e  T a r ry  h as  left 
u s  to  b eco m e  a rec ru ite r .  M o re  p o w e r  to  y o u r  e lb o w , 
B ruce .

W e  w e lco m e  th e  fo llo w in g  to  th e  M e ss  a n d  h o p e  th a t  
th e i r  s ta y  w ith  u s  w ill b e  p lea sa n t a n d  re w a rd in g : 
S /S g t.  A r th u r  S a b n e r  (R .A .P .C .) , S g ts . Jo e l a n d  W e b b  
(R .E .M .E .) ,  a n d  o n ce  a g a in , h e llo  to  C /S g t.  Bill 
W illiam so n .

O n  th e i r  w ell d e se rv e d  p ro m o tio n s  w e c o n g ra tu la te  
C /S g ts . D av e  M ile s  a n d  G e o rg e  O v e r to n , S /S g t.  W e b b  
a n d  Sg t. M c In to s h  (R .E .M .E .) ,  a n d  S g ts . T u r n e r ,  H ills  
a n d  H ilto n . P e rh ap s  th e  m o s t s u rp r ise d  o f  all th ese  
lu ck y  p eo p le  w as C p l. S id  H il to n  w h o  s te p p e d  o ff  th e  
a irc ra f t  a t A tk in so n  F ie ld  in to  th e  w a itin g  a rm s  of 
C /S g t .  Bill S m ith , c o m p le te  w ith  a b ra n d  n ew  S e rg e a n t’s

ya rt

K .D . s h ir t  in  h is  h a n d  a n d  an  in v ita tio n  to  b reak fast in 
th e  M e ss . S id ’s p ro m o tio n  h a d  b e e n  p u b lish e d  only 
th e  d ay  b e fo r e !

A n d  n o w  th e  e n d  o f  o u r  to u r  in  G u y a n a  is b u t  a 
m a t te r  o f  w eeks aw ay. W e  a re  all en jo y in g  o u r  stay 
h e re  b u t  w ill n o t  b e  w o rr ie d  to  r e tu rn  to  th e  ra in s  and 
m is ts  o f  N o r th e r n  Ire la n d , B u sh m ills  w h isk ey  and 
G u in n e ss .

W A R R A N T  O F F IC E R S ’ A N D  S E R G E A N T S ’ M ESS 

( A tk in s o n )

T h e  S e rg e a n ts ’ M e ss  h e re  a t  A tk in so n , lik e  m ost 
c o m m u n itie s  o n  th e  B ase, is o n e  o f  m ix e d  m em b ersh ip  
a n d  th e  “  D ie -H a rd s ’ ”  re p re se n ta tiv e  fo rce  o f  som e 18 
m e m b e rs  lo s t l i t t le  tim e  o n  a rriv a l in  s e ttlin g  in  and 
m ak in g  th em se lv e s  a c q u a in ted  w ith  th e i r  frie n d s  and 
fellow  m e m b e rs  o f 1310 F lig h t  R .A .F .,  25 Flight 
A .A .C ., R .A .O .C ., R .A .M .C ., R .E . (P o s ta l S ec tio n ) and 
S g t. P e te  H o w a rd  w h o se  R e g im e n t/C o rp s  is  y e t to  be 
d e te rm in e d  as M id d le se x  o r  A .C .C .!  (1 3 10 Flight
R .A .F . a re  c o n te m p la tin g  se c o n d m e n t to  th e  Battalion 
a lso !)

O n e  h a lf  o f  o u r  o r ig in a l M e ss  s ta ff  in  H o ly w o o d  were 
a ss ig n e d  to  th e  A tk in so n  M e ss  fro m  th e  tim e  o f our 
a rr iv a l. T h e y , to g e th e r  w ith  a n  a d d itio n a l so ld ie r on 
lo an  f ro m  th e  C o rp s  o f  D ru m s , a n d  th e  M e ss  C aterer 
(n o w  S g t. F ra n k  W illis ), h av e  p ro v e d  a g rea t asset and 
h av e  to  d a te  k e p t o u r  50 m em b e rs  w ell c a re d  for.

B e in g  so m e  26 m iles f ro m  G e o rg e to w n  ( th e  nearest 
o u ts id e  social co m m u n ity )  o u r  e n te r ta in m e n t has  been 
c o m p le te ly  in  th e  h a n d s  o f  th e  M e ss  E n te rta in m en t 
C o m m itte e  w h o  so  ab ly  o rg an ise  o u r  tw ice  m onthly 
“  social e v e n in g s .”  T h e s e  a re  a rra n g e d  o n  alternate 
S a tu rd a y s  so  as n o t  to  c la sh  w ith  th e  s im ila r  arrange­
m e n ts  o f  o u r  B a tta lio n  M e ss  in  G e o rg e to w n , thus 
a ffo rd in g  o u r  m e m b e rs  th e  o p p o r tu n i ty  o f  a get 
to g e th e r  ”  w-ith o u r  “ b ro th e rs  ”  a n d  v ice  versa .

W ith  th e  fo rm a tio n  o f  a S tee l B an d  in  th e  Battalion, 
h e re  a t A tk in so n , cam e  th e  id ea  o f  c u rry  lu n ch eo n s, to 
th e  s tra in s  o f  th e  C a r ib b e a n  m u sic . W e  h av e  h ad  two 
su c h  S u n d a y  occasions  to  d a te , an d  w ith  th e  ever in­
c re a s in g  sk ill a n d  p o p u la r i ty  o f  th e  B an d , th ey  are 
p ro v in g  ex tre m e ly  su ccessfu l. O u r  m a in  p ro b le m  now 
is co p in g  w ith  th e  in c re a sin g  flood  o f  v is ito rs  w ho call 
o n  u s  o n  o th e r  S u n d a y s  in  th e  h o p e s  th a t  th e re  m ig h t be 
a fu n c tio n  in  p ro g re ss .

E a r ly  ev en in g s  m u s t  p ro v e  q u ite  a sp ec tac le  fo r  the 
few  G u y a n e se  em p lo y ees  o f  th e  n e a rb y  airfie ld . For, 
h av in g  d in e d  a t th e  e n d  o f  th e  d ay , i t  is  in  th a t  direction 
th a t  m an y  o f  th e  M e ss  m e m b e rs  w in d  th e ir  way in 
g ro u p s  o f  fo u rs  a n d  fives fo r  th e ir  ev e n in g  s tro ll. Suddenly 
a g ro u p  w ill d isa p p e a r  fro m  v iew , o n ly  to  be  seen  some 
m in u te s  la te r  s it t in g  o n  th e  ta rm a c  in  a  sm a ll enclosure 
m ark e d  “ S m o k in g  A re a .”  O th e rs ,  ra th e r  anxious to 
b e  b ack  in  U .K .,  h av e  b een  seen  r u n n in g  a long the 
ta rm a c  w ith  a rm s  f lap p in g  to  th e  tu n e  o f  “ I f  I had  the 
W in g s  o f  a D o v e .”  N o  one  h a s  y e t m ad e  a successful 
tak e -o ff  a n d  o u r  1310 F lig h t frie n d s  a s su re  us th a t we 
m u st ,  in  fac t, b e  p a tie n t  a n d  aw ait th e i r  assistance.
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T h e  a lte rn a tiv e  to  a s tro ll a ro u n d  th e  a irfie ld  has 
recen tly  b een  to  p ro v id e  a live  au d ie n c e  fo r  th e  S teel 
B and a t e v e n in g  p rac tic e . I t  w as in  th a t  d ire c tio n  one 
n ig h t th a t  a d o z e n  o r  m o re  m em b e rs  w ere  seen  h ead in g  
afte r d in n e r .  S om e h ave  even  fo u n d  th e i r  wray  in to  the  
B and w ith  a m in o r  p a r t  to  p lay , i f  one  co u ld  call T o m  
S m ith ’s (R .A .F .)  a m in o r  p a rt.

T h e  ev en in g  c o n s ti tu t io n a l  over, i t  is in ev itab le  th a t  
m ost o f  th e  m em b e rs  s h o u ld  a rr iv e  a t  W illis ’s  T a v e rn  
to a c a rd  tab le , a  g am e o f  d a r ts  o r  sk ittle s , to  a c inem a 
seat (tw ice w'eekly) o r  m o s t p o p u la r  o f  all, to  a b a r  stoo l. 
I t  is th e re  th a t  w e  h av e  n o t  o n ly  m ain ta in e d  o u r  long  
estab lish ed  f r ie n d sh ip s  b u t  have m ad e  m an y  new' ones. 
W e feel s u re  th a t  th e  A tk in so n  S e rg ea n ts ’ M ess  w ill be 
the  ta lk in g  p o in t  o f  m an y  a c o n v e rsa tio n  to  com e, its  
ad v an tag e  b e in g  th a t  th e  m ajo r ity  o f o u r  B atta lio n  
W a rra n t O fficers a n d  S e rg ea n ts  h av e  sp e n t a t least p a rt 
of th e ir  p re s e n t  to u r  a t  th is  lo ca tio n  a n d  all have jo in e d  
in m ak in g  M e ss  life h e re  as en jo y ab le  as p o ssib le . T h is  
has b een  m u c h  a p p re c ia te d  b y  th e  “ p e rm a n e n t f ix tu res ”  
of “  H a p p y  A kie  — a n am e  well fitted , w e feel, to  a 
co m m u n ity  so  fo n d  o f  “  M X  ” — so rry , “  X M ,”  th e  
happy  stu ff.

W e n o w  look fo rw a rd  to  th e  r e tu rn  o f  th e  B atta lion  
to H o ly w o o d  a n d  o u r  M e ss  g a th e rin g s  th e re . W e have 
had so m e  g o o d  tim e s  certa in ly , b u t  as m em b e rs  o f  a 
S e rg ean ts ’ M e ss  o f  a R eg u la r  B atta lio n  w e ca n n o t h e lp  
b u t m iss  M e ss  life  am o n g  o u r  frien d s  a n d  fam ilies w ho 
have fo r  m an y  y ea rs  b een  m o u ld e d  to g e th e r, as w e have.
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C l a r e t s
and the choice of Hocks, Burgundies and 
other wines is almost as dazzling! Saccone 
and Speed make a point of offering you a 
truly magnificent variety of wines, spirits 
and cigars. The range and quantity may 
surprise you— the superb quality will not 
— that's something you can always expect 
from Saccone & Speed. M ay w e send you 
our price list? S A C C O N E  &  S P E E D  L T D  
32 Sackville St, London W l.Tel. REGent 2061 
W ine Merchants to H.M. Services since 1839

Over a Century-old Partnership...
Like the Services, we have a tradition 
to uphold, at the same time taking 
advantage of scientific progress in 
this age of mechanisation, yet main­
taining, through a special department, 
a personal and helpful link with our 
customers, whom we are ever willing 
to advise and assist in the production 
of their journals.

F. J. P A R S O N S  LTD
The A d e lp h i, Jo h n  A d a m  S t . ,  L o n d o n , W .C.2 - T r a fa lg a r  7151 
W o r k s  a t  H a s t in g s , F o lk e sto n e , B e x h i l l ,  L e w e s  a n d  S e a fo rd



H o w  p a y i n g  b y  c h e q u e  

h e l p s  y o u r  p a y  g o  f u r t h e r

Lloyds Bank offers full banking services to 
all ranks of Her Majesty’s Forces.

When you have a bank account, you’ll 
find that paying by cheque, automatically 
having a record of your outgoings, never 
carrying unnecessary amounts of cash on 
you -  all help you to have a clear view of 
what you’re doing with your money. Help 
it to go much further.

Lloyds Bank has a long tradition of 
service to the army, so you’ll be welcomed 
at any branch. Ask for our free booklet 
which explains how Lloyds Bank can help

members of Her Majesty’s Forces, or, if you 
like, write to Mr. E. S. Keyworth, Lloyds 
Bank Limited, Cox’s and King’s Branch, 
6 Pall Mall, London, S.W.l. He is specially 
concerned with liaison between the services 
and the Bank.

a *

L L O Y D S  B A N K
FOR GOOD AND HELPFUL SERVICE
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☆  S P O R T S  ☆

ASSO CIATIO N FO O TBALL
T h e  G u y a n e se  a re  a t ru ly  s p o rt in g  p eo p le  a n d  have 

m ore fac ilities  fo r  p lay in g  g am es th a n  m o st. T h e ir  tw o 
m ajo r loves a re  c rick e t a n d  fo o tb a ll. A t c ric k e t th e ir  
rep u ta tio n  is  se co n d  to  n o n e . F o o tb a ll is  p lay ed  nearly  
all th e  y e a r  ro u n d  a n d  in  G eo rg e to w n , th e  C ap ita l, th e re  
are sev en  m a jo r  team s w h ich  co m p e te  in  th e  H o o d  
L eague a n d  in  v a rio u s  cu p  c o m p e titio n s . T o  go to  a 
c o u n try  w h e re  fo o tb a ll p lays a  m ajo r p a r t  in  th e  w ay o f 
life a n d  n o t  to  e n te r  in to  th e  s p ir i t  o f  th in g s  w o u ld  b e  a 
c rim e a n d  in d e e d  a w aste  o f a w o n d e rfu l o p p o r tu n ity  to  
play c o m p e titio n  fo o tb a ll o f  a h ig h  s ta n d a rd .

T h e  “ D ie h a rd s  ”  a re  n o w  w ell a n d  t ru ly  a fo rce to  be 
reckoned w ith  in  local fo o tb a ll. A t th e  tim e  o f  g o ing  to

th re e  m a tc h  to u r  to  N ew  A m ste rd a m  in  th e  B erb ice  an d  
several o th e r  f r ie n d ly  m a tc h e s  c o m p le te  th e  p ro g ram m e.

T h e  D a u n tle s s  C lu b  o f  G re n a d a  to u re d  G u y a n a  in  
Ju ly  a n d  p lay ed  a m a tc h  a g a in s t u s  o n  th e  22nd . T h is  
was a gam e w ith  an  in te rn a tio n a l  f lav o u r p lay ed  a t 
L eo n o ra  o n  th e  W e st C o a s t D em e ra ra . T h e  B an d  an d  
D ru m s  p lay ed  b e fo re  th e  m a tc h  a n d  d u r in g  th e  in te rv a l 
an d  a  larg e  c ro w d  o f  s p e c ta to rs  w ere  t re a te d  to  a feas t o f 
good fo o tb a ll. T h e  re su lt,  a 1— 1 d raw , w as a fa ir 
reflection  o f  th e  gam e. T h e  ch a m p io n s  o f  G re n a d a  
w ere , h o w ev er, s h o c k ed  as th e y  e x p ec ted  a co n v in c in g  
w in . T h e y  la te r  p lay ed  th e  G u y a n a  N a tio n a l s id e  a n d  
b ea t th e m  3— 2.

T h e  h ig h lig h t o f  o u r  s ta y  h e re  was th e  eagerly

The Die-Hards Football Team
Back R o w  (le ft  to r ig h t) : C .S .M .I .  S .  
M eadow s {P layer /C oach /, L jC p l.  K .  
W ittig , C p l. G . Tydem an , L jC p l.  R .  
Davidson, P te . V . H erbert, C jS g t.  D . 
M iles, R .S .M .  K .  E .  B ea le  (O ./.C .)  
F ro n t ro w  (le ft  to rig h t): C p l. D . 
Quilter, L ’C pl. J .  C lem ents, C p l. B . 
M orley, P te . W . H a m ilto n , C JSg t. 

J .  Redm ond, L jC p l.  D . R ea d

press w e a re  fo u r th  in  th e  league  w ith  h a lf  o f  o u r  m atch es  
played. R e c e n t tea m  a n d  p o s itio n a l ch an g es  h ave  a d d e d  
m ore p u n c h  to  o u r  fo rw a rd  lin e  a n d  w e a re  n ow  co n ­
vinced th a t  o u r  g o o d  ap p ro a c h  w o rk  w ill n o t b e  w asted .

T h e  H ood L eague

P W D L F A P ts
S andbach  P a rk e r •• 7 4 2 I 1 7 9 10
St. B arnabas 7 3 3 I 10 7 9
Police • • 7 2 4 I 11 10 7
D ie-H ard s ■ • 7 2 3 2 11 10 7
G eorgetow n F .C . • • 7 3 I 3 11 9 7
T hom as U n ite d • • 7 2 I 4 6 17 5
V ictoria • • 7 2 0 5 3 14 4

In  th e  rem a in in g  tw o  m o n th s  w e h ave  in  G u y a n a  we 
have a  v e ry  fu ll  p ro g ra m m e  to  fulfil. F ive H ood  
League m a tc h e s , th e  M c D o n a ld  a n d  E ye W itn e ss  C u p  
C o m p etitio n s , a m a tc h  ag a in st th e  N a tio n a l s ide , a

aw aited  to u r  o f  S u r in a m  (D u tc h  G u ia n a ). T h is  to o k  
place fro m  J u ly  24 to  A u g u s t 1. T h e  jo u rn e y  in  its e lf  
w as an a d v e n tu re , tak in g  a lm o st fo u r  d ay s  to  co m p le te . 
T h e  m ajo rity  o f  th e  tim e  w as sp e n t  o n  a D u tc h  A rm y  
lau n ch  w e n d in g  o u r  w ay  a lo n g  th e  N ick e rie  R iv er 
flanked b y  so lid  w alls o f  ju n g le .

T h e  D u tc h  A rm y  w ere ex trem ely  h o sp ita b le  to  u s  an d  
th e  to u r  w as h ig h ly  o rg an ised . A lth o u g h  w e o n ly  
s tay ed  tw o days w e  m u s t  h ave  seen  a b o u t e v e ry th in g  o f 
in te re s t. V isits  w ere  m ad e  to  N ew  A m ste rd a m  (n o t 
th e  o n e  re fe rred  to  ea rlie r  in  th ese  n o tes) , th e  M a rie n b u rg  
S u g a r  E s ta te , th e  B ru y n zeel T im b e r  C o m p a n y  a n d  th e  
P a rb o  B rew ery  to  n am e  a few . By th e  tim e  i t  cam e  to  
play  th e  m atc h e s  in  th e  la te  a fte rn o o n  th e  e n tire  team  
w ere v e ry  t ire d  b u t  h o w  c o u ld  o n e  re fu se  su c h  w o n d e rfu l 
h o sp ita lity?  O u r  o n ly  c ritic ism  w as th e  early  rev e ille . 
0500 h rs ., an d  th e  ch o co la te  sp re a d  sa n d w ich e s  w h ich  
w e h ad  fo r  b reak fas t a n d  tea.

A lth o u g h  w e lo st b o th  o u r  m a tc h e s— 6— 3 ag a in s t a
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c o m b in e d  A rm y  a n d  C iv ilian  X I  a n d  3— 1 a g a in s t an  
a ll-A rm y  X I — w e p u t  u p  a v e ry  c re d ita b le  p e rfo rm a n c e  
a n d  h a d  L a d y  L u c k  b e e n  o n  o u r  s id e  th e  ta b le s  c o u ld  
easily  h a v e  b e e n  tu rn e d .

D r in k in g , u n t i l  a f te r  b o th  m a tc h e s  h a d  b e e n  p lay ed , 
w as ta b o o . O n  th e  la s t  n ig h t  o f  o u r  s ta y  in  P a ra m a rib o , 
th e  C a p ita l  o f  S u r in a m , w e le t  o u r  h a ir  d o w n  a n d  t re a te d  
o u r  D u tc h  fr ie n d s  to  a n ig h t  o u t .  T h is  is b e s t  d e sc r ib e d  
b y  L /C p l .  K e n  W itt ig ,  o u r  s ta lw a rt  r ig h t  back .

Report of our glorious football tour of Surinam  or 
how  “  Christine ”  perform ed in the H avanna Bar

I t  w as o u r  la s t n ig h t  in  P a ra m a rib o  a n d  as w e w ere 
o rd e re d  n o t  to  d r in k  w h ile  th e r e  w e re  s till  g am es to  be  
p la y e d  w e  e ag erly  aw a ite d  th e  la s t  n ig h t  fo r  a g ood  
b e n d e r .

F if te e n  o f  u s  b o o k ed  o u t  o f  th e  D u tc h  G u a rd  R o o m , 
p lu s  fo u r  D u tc h  so ld ie rs  w h o  w e re  to  sh o w  u s  a ro u n d . 
W e  all ju m p e d  in  fo u r  tax is  a n d  ro a re d  o ff  to  fin d  th e  
g ro tt ie s t  b a r  in  to w n . W e  fo u n d  o n e  ca lled  th e  “  T u t t i  
F r u t t i  ”  w h e re  w e all s e tt le d  d o w n  fo r  a g o o d  d r in k . 
A f te r  a b o u t  a n  h o u r  in  w alk ed  th e  R .S .M .,  C .S .M .I .  
M ead o w s, C /S g t .  M ile s  a n d  C /S g t .  R e d m o n d . A  b ig  
ro a r  w e lc o m e d  th e m . B y  th is  t im e  w e w e re  g e ttin g  
re s tle ss  to  see  “  C h r is t in e  ”  d o  h is  s tr ip te a s e  b u t  h e  
rem a rk e d  th a t  th e  b a r  w as n o t  g ro tty  e n o u g h . O ff  w e 
w e n t ag a in  in  s e a rc h  o f  a g ro tt ie r  b a r  a n d  w e re  v e ry  
lu ck y  fo r  j u s t  a ro u n d  th e  c o rn e r  w e cam e  ac ro ss  th e  
H a v a n n a  B ar, a n d  w as i t  g ro tty ?  T h e  g ro tt ie s t  y o u  
c o u ld  w ish  to  f in d  a n y w h ere . C p l. H a n n a fo rd  ev en

re m a rk e d  it  w as so  g ro tty  th a t  e v e n  th e  m ice  wore 
d e n im s . W e  e x p la in e d  to  th e  fo u r  w o m e n  b e h in d  the 
b a r  t h a t  o u r  “ C h r i s t i n e ”  w as g o in g  to  s tr ip . T hey  
w e re  all fo r  i t  a n d  ev en  h e lp e d  to  c lear th e  c e n tre  o f  the 
flo o r o f  tab le s  a n d  ch a irs . O n e  o f  th e  b oys g o t th e  juke 
b o x  p lay in g  a n ice  sexy  rec o rd  a n d  he  w as o n . I have 
n e v e r  se en  a n y o n e  s tr ip  like  th is  b e fo re , m ale  o r  female. 
T h e  sex  ju s t  p o u re d  o u t  o f h im . H e  w ig g led  a n d  tu rn ed  
as h e  p u lle d  off h is  g a rm e n ts  o n e  b y  o n e ;  h e  w as so good 
th e  fo u r  g irls  a b a n d o n e d  th e  b a r  a n d  p u s h e d  th ro u g h  
th e  c ro w d  to  g e t  a g o o d  view . C p l. B u tle r  th e n  took 
o v e r  w o rk in g  th e  b a r :  b u t  b ack  to  th e  sex -ridden
“  C h r is t in e .”  H e  d a n c e d  a ro u n d  to  th e  c h e ers  o f the 
c ro w d  w ith  th o se  o f th e  fo u r  g irls  lo u d e s t  o f  all. U n ­
fo r tu n a te ly  all g o o d  th in g s  m u s t  co m e to  an  e n d ;  the 
rec o rd  w e n t o ff  a n d  so  d id  o u r  “  C h r is t in e .”  I t  was a 
t re m e n d o u s  p e rfo rm a n c e  a n d  h e  g o t h is  re w a rd — a quart 
b o ttle  o f  P a rb o  b e e r  p re s e n te d  b y  th e  lan d la d y  w ho  said 
“  P lease  c o m e  ag a in  to m o rro w .”

A f te r  “  C h r is  ”  d re s se d  w e all d e p a r te d  fo r  th e  Cactus 
C lu b  w h e re  th e re  w as a rea l g irl  w h o  s tr ip p e d , b u t  that 
is a n o th e r  s to ry . A sk  th e  R .S .M .,  h e  k n o w s!!

CRICKET
A s few  k n o w n  c ric k e te rs  w e re  ava ilab le  in  G eorgetow n, 

th e  B a tta lio n  d id  n o t  e n te r  an y  c iv ilian  league— not 
b e in g  su ffic ien tly  s tro n g  e n o u g h  to  c o m p e te  in  the 
e x tre m e ly  h ig h  g rad e  o f  c ric k e t t h a t  is p lay e d  in  G uyana 
— a n d  o n ly  tw o  g am es w e re  p lay e d  ag a in s t visiting 
R o y a l N a v y  s id e s , b o th  b e in g  w o n . S co res :
M a y  4— 1 M id d le se x :  61 (S g t. S te w a rt  24).

H .M .S .  V id a l:  37 (M a jo r  P ik e  8 fo r  10).
M a y  25— H .M .S .  T a r ta r  a n d  H .M .S .  L y n x  (com bined 

te a m s ) : 56 (M a jo r  P ik e  5 fo r  5 ; P te . C raw ford 
4  fo r  36).
1 M id d le s e x :  58 fo r  6 (S g t. S te w a rt  21).

B r i tish  S e rv ices  (G u y a n a )— c o m p rise d  m ain ly  of 
B a tta lio n  p lay e rs— also  p lay e d  tw o  gam es ag a in st the 
G u y a n a  P o lic e  a n d  G e o rg e to w n  C rick e t C lu b  re­
sp ec tiv e ly . B o th  m a tc h e s  w e re  m o s t en jo y ab le , and a 
la rg e  n u m b e r  o f  sp e c ta to rs  tu rn e d  o u t to  w atch . Al­
th o u g h  th e  g am e a g a in s t th e  P o lic e  w as lo st, th e  Services 
— th a n k s  to  a v e ry  fine in n in g s  b y  C a p t. J o h n  Lofting 
— m an a g e d  to  b e a t th e  G e o rg e to w n  C rick e t C lu b  after 
a c lose  f ig h t. S co res :
A u g u s t  14— G u y a n a  P o lice : 151 fo r  5 (M a jo r  Pike

4  fo r  29).
B ritish  S erv ices  (G u y a n a ):  79.

A u g u s t  21—  G .C .C .:  149 (M a jo r  P ik e  3 fo r  20; Pte.
C ra w fo rd  3 fo r  48).
B ritish  S e rv ices  (G u y a n a ) :  15° for
(C a p t.  L o f tin g  54; O /C a d e t  D e w a r  32).

R U GBY FO O TBALL
W e  a rr iv e d  f re sh  f ro m  o u r  su ccess  in  th e  N orth ern  

I re la n d  C u p  to  f in d  th e  R u g b y  S easo n  in  th e n  British 
G u ia n a  a b o u t  to  b e g in . T h e  tw o  local tea m s  from  last 
seaso n , T h e  C a r ib s  a n d  T h e  H o rn e ts ,  w e re  jo in e d  by  the 
n ew ly  fo rm e d  A ll B lacks a n d  o u rse lv es. A  fifth team 
e x is ts  a t  M a ck e n z ie  so m e  d is ta n c e  in la n d  on t e 
D e m e ra ra  R iv e r  b u t  th e y  o n ly  c o m p e te  in  th e  knock-ou 
c o m p e tit io n s  a n d  sev en -a -sid es .

T h e

Ulster Headquarters 
for all kinds 
of Sportswear

Everything 
in weatherwear 
and leather goods

15-21 Wellington Place * Tel. 20491

FOOTBALL 
HOCKEY • RUGBY 
BADMINTON 
TABLE TENNIS 
CRICKET 
SQ U A SH ■ GOLF 
INDOOR GAMES 
TENNIS

A t h l e t i c

S t o r e s

L t d .

In  sp ite  o f  th e  sm all n u m b e r  o f  tea m s w e so o n  lea rn ed  
th a t  th e re  w as n o  lack  o f  sp ir i t  o r c o m p e tit io n — th e  
la tte r  e n c o u ra g e d  to  a d e g re e  b y  th e  n u m b e r  o f  c u p s  
availab le , n am ely  th e  G o n sa lv es , D e m b a , A rgyll, 
D u n lo p , G re n a d ie r  an d , n ew  th is  season , D ’A g u ia r. 
T h e se  a re  aw a rd e d  resp ec tiv e ly  fo r  D o u b le  league, 
sev en -a -sid e  a t  M ack en z ie , s ev en -a -s id e  a t D iam o n d , 
single leag u e , k n o c k -o u t a n d  n o w  a th ir d  sev en -a -sid e . 
D iam o n d , sev en  m iles  d o w n  th e  D e m e ra ra , is th e  h o m e  
g ro u n d  fo r  all team s  e x cep t M ack en z ie— a g ood  p itch  
b u t o ften  w a te rlo g g ed  in  th e  ra in y  season  a n d  v e ry  h a rd  
at o th e r  tim es. W e h av e  all su ffe red  a lo t in  th e  d ry  
w ea th er f ro m  g rass  b u m s  w h ich  tak e  tim e  to  heal.

In itia lly  w e  s ta r te d  th e  seaso n  w ith  frie n d ly  gam es an d  
w on th e  f irs t th re e  easily , th e  p ack  p lay in g  w ell an d  o u r 
m ain  w eakness b e in g  o n  th e  w ings. In  o u r  f irst gam e 
p lay in g  as T h e  A rm y — th e re  a re  o n ly  tw o  serv ice  
players o u ts id e  th e  R e g im e n t— w e b e a t th e  R est 
(25— 5) a n d  th e n  b e a t th e  H o rn e ts  an d  A ll Blacks. 
H ow ever, in  o u r  fo u r th  m a tc h  an d  f irst in  th e  G onsa lves 
L eague w e lo st to  th e  H o rn e ts  (3— 11). C ap t. C hees- 
m an w as aw ay in E n g la n d  b u t  w e still h ad  n o  excuse : 
the  p ack  w ere  n o t to g e th e r  an d  th e  tack lin g  o f th e  backs 
was p o o r. W e w on  o u r  f ifth  gam e a g a in st th e  C arib s  
na rro w ly — th e y  a re  p ro b ab ly  th e  b e s t tea m  o u t here—  
b u t th e n  lo st tw o  league  gam es in  q u ick  succession  in 
sp ite  o f  f ie ld in g  o n  th e  seco n d  occasion  o n e  o f o u r  b est 
team s fo r  m an y  seasons— o n  p a p e r!  S uffice it to  say 
th a t  a t th e  e n d  o f  th is  p a tc h  w e h ad  lost to  all team s, 
except M ack en z ie , as w ell as b ea ten  th e m !

W e reg a in e d  so m e  o f  o u r  fo rm  a t M ack en zie  in  th e  
D em b a sevens, in  sp ite  o f  a f iv e -h o u r lau n c h  tr ip  d o w n  
th e  r iv e r  in  b laz in g  s u n sh in e — n ev er has a glass o f  co ld  
orange ju ic e  b een  so w elco m e as th a t  co n su m ed  on  
a rrival! W e  e n te re d  tw o  team s, M ack en z ie  tw o , 
H o rn e ts  tw o , A ll B lacks o n e  a n d  C arib s  o n e  an d  th e  
w hole c o m p e titio n  w as p lay ed  o ff fro m  4 .30  p .m . o n ­
w ards as p a r t  o f  a g ra n d  festival o f  sp o rt  ; th e  final was 
floodlit. T h e  f irs t tea m  h ad  a g ood  w in  o v e r th e  
H o rn e ts  in  th e  f irs t ro u n d  b u t  th e  seco n d  tea m  lost to  a 
good C a r ib s  sev en  b y  20 p o in ts  th o u g h  th ey  w ere 
un lu ck y  to  lo se  S g t. S have , th e ir  sc ru m  half, a fte r  only 
tw o m in u te s  p lay . In  th e  sem i-fin al o u r  tea m  w on  a 
terrific  s tru g g le  w ith  M ack en z ie  M in es  (6— 3), th an k s  to  
a fine ru n  a n d  t ry  b y  C p l. C ro o k  seco n d s befo re  tim e. 
T h e  final w as a te rr if ic  g am e b u t  th e  C arib s  h ad  th e  
speed  o u ts id e  th e  p ack  an d  w on  b y  13 p o in ts  to  3.

S ince  m id  J u n e  a lo t o f  gam es h ave  b een  cancelled  
because o f  ra in  b u t  w e m an ag ed  to  w in  o u r  las t tw o 
G onsalves C u p  m a tc h e s  a n d  in fac t fin ished  one  p o in t 
b eh in d  th e  A ll B lacks, th e  w in n e rs . W e, by  b ea tin g  th e  
H o rn e ts  6 p o in ts  to  3 in  th e  final g am e ro b b ed  th em  of 
the C u p ! W e m ig h t easily  h ave  w o n  th e  cu p  b u t  fo r  o u r  
bad p a tc h  in  th e  m id d le  o f  th e  league.

By w ay  o f  co n so la tio n  in  early  J u ly  w e w on  th e  
A rgyll C u p  se v en -a -s id e  a t  D ia m o n d — th o u g h  th e  cup  
has s till to  b e  fo u n d !  T e n  team s en te re d — C arib s  
th ree , M ack en z ie  o n e , a n d  rem a in d e r  tw o  each . T h e  
second team , th is  tim e  w ith o u t M a jo r P o lla rd  w hose 
pleas to  w a tc h  sev en s w ere  a t  las t an sw ered , w ere b ea ten  
by C a rib  “  B ”  in  th e  f irst ro u n d  b u t  th e  first tea m  beat 
C aribs “ C ,”  A ll B lacks “ A ”  a n d  finally  C arib s  “A ”  to  
" ’in th e  c o m p e titio n . T h e  s ta n d a rd  o f  p lay  w as if

an y th in g  h ig h e r  th a n  a t  M ack en z ie  b u t  o n  th e  day  we 
p layed  th e  b e tte r  gam e.

J u s t  p r io r  to  In d ep e n d e n c e , L t .  L o w rie  an d  C p l. 
C ro o k  p lay ed  fo r  “  B .G .”  a g a in s t H .M .S . A ja x /T a r ta r .

B .G .”  w on  a n d  C p l. C ro o k  sco red  a good t ry .  In  
early  J u ly , B a rb ad o s  cam e  o v e r  o n  a sh o rt  fo u r-d a y  to u r  
an d  w e fie lded  sev en  p lay e rs  in  th e  c o m b in e d  C a r ib s / 
“  D ie -H a rd s  ”  team  th a t  b e a t B a rb ad o s (6— 3). T h e y  
w ere : C ap ts . C h e e sm a n  a n d  G o rin g , L ts . L o w rie  an d  
B arstow , 2 /L t.  G an cz , C p l. B la c k b u rn  a n d  P te . A n d e rso n .

T h e  ru g g e r  is c e rta in ly  en jo y ab le  a n d  p re t ty  to u g h  
h e re . W e h ave  m ad e  a lo t o f  f rie n d s  o n  a n d  o ff  th e  
field a n d  h ave  th e  m ak in g s o f  a b e tte r  th a n  u su a l team  
fo r th is  co m in g  season  a t  ho m e.

T h e  a rriv a l o f  L t. B arstow , w h o  is a S u ssex  w ing  
th re e -q u a r te r ,  a n d  th e  r e tu rn  o f  C a p t. L o f tin g , have 
s tre n g th e n e d  o u r  tea m  as has th e  re -d isc o v e ry  (from  
L y d d  days) o f  C p l. C ro o k . T h e re  is a goo d  a tte n d a n c e  
a t tra in in g  sessions each  T u e sd a y .

T h e  p re s e n t  X V  is: L t .  L o w rie  (A ), C p l. C ro o k  (C ), 
2 /L t.  G a n c z  (C ), C a p t. G o rin g  (C ), L t. B a rs to w  (A tt. 
G .D .F .) ;  C a p t. L o f tin g  (B), C a p t. C o w in g  (H .Q . 
L t. P ack h am  (H .Q .), C a p t.  C h e e sm a n  (H .Q .) ,  C fm . 
H o u g h to n  (H .Q .) , L t. G ra h a m  (C ), C p l. B la c k b u rn  (A ), 
M a jo r  P o lla rd  (C ), P te . A n d e rso n  (B), C /S g t .  B riggs 
(H .Q .). T h e  fo llow ing  h ave  also  p lav e d : C ap t.
C la rk  (A), L t .  D an ie ll (A ), C /S g t .  E d ev  (C ), C p l. 
S te w a rt (H .Q .) , L /C p l.  T o f ts  (C ), P te . S te v en s  (C ). 
C p ls . S to p p  an d  M u rp h y  h ave  d o n e  g rea t w ork  as to u ch  
ju d g e /tra in e r .

ROGERS, JOHN JONES
L T D .

(Military Outfitters) 
(Incorpora ting  F oster & C o ., L ondon)

H o siery  an d  Club C olour S p ec ia lis ts  since  1827 

M ilita ry  D re ss  E x p erts  s ince 1815 

DRESS WEAR SPECIALISTS  
SPORTING TAILO RS  
BREECHES M AK ERS

F o r  o v e r a  ce n tu ry — U n ifo rm s  a n d  m u fti  c rea ted  
by  u s  h ave  been  th e  ch o ice  am o n g  O fficers w ho 
a p p rec ia te  the  im p o rta n c e  o f  b e ing  sm artly , co m ­
fo rta b ly  a n d , a t  th e  sam e  tim e, co rre c tly  a n d  

econ o m ically  d ressed .
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W INEPERU

T h e  E s s e q u ib o  rise s  in  th e  s o u th e rn -m o s t  reg io n s  o f  
G u y a n a , o n  th e  b o rd e r s  w ith  B razil. I t  tra v e ls  o v e r  300 
m ile s  to  its  e s tu a ry  in to  th e  A tla n tic  O cean . T h e  
is la n d s  in  th e  m o u th  o f  th e  e s tu a ry  a re  larg e , th re e  o f  
th e m  b e in g  la rg e r  th a n  m o s t o f  th e  B ritish  W e st  In d ia n  
I s la n d s , a n d  th e  w id e s t th e  e s tu a ry  rea c h e s  is 15 m ile s  
w id e . O n  th e  s id e  o f  th e  E sse q u ib o , a b o v e  B artica  a n d  
M o n k e y  F a lls , is a lo g g in g  ca m p , 55 m ile s  f ro m  th e  
e s tu a ry . T h is  is W in e p e ru , a n d  th is  is w h e re  th e  
B a tta l io n  h av e  h a d  an  A d v e n tu re  T r a in in g  D e ta c h m e n t 
s in c e  a rr iv in g  in  G u y a n a . A b o u t 250 so ld ie rs  w ill h ave  
p a s se d  th ro u g h  W in e p e ru  o n  a w eek ’s c o u rse  o f  a d ­
v e n tu re  t ra in in g  in  th e  ju n g le .

T h e  p e rm a n e n t  s ta ff  h av e  c h a n g ed  d u r in g  th e  six  
m o n th s , b u t  S g t. D a C o s ta  a n d  S g t. D o w se tt h a v e  b een  
c h ie f  in s tru c to rs  fo r  th re e  m o n th s  each  ap p ro x im a te ly .

^ arai

P o ta ro  'r a i l ,  a n d  fo rk  in to  th e  ro ad  to  th e  lo g g in g  cam p.
T h e  f irs t v iew  o f  W in e p e ru  w o u ld  n o rm a lly  b e  after 

d a rk . A p a r t  f ro m  u n lo a d in g  a n d  cam p  n o ises  one 
im m e d ia te ly  b eco m es  aw a re  o f  th e  q u ie t  o f  th e  jungle . 
T h e  c o u rse  g e ts  in to  ac tio n  ea rly  o n  S u n d a y  m orning . 
W ith o u t  g o in g  in to  d e ta ils , d u r in g  th e  w eek , lea n - to  con­
s tru c tio n s  a re  m ad e , tra c k s  a re  c u t  th ro u g h  th e  jungle, 
ra fts  c o n s tru c te d , a n d  u se d  in  a th r i ll in g  k o n -tik i race, 
w h e re  th e  rec o rd  ac h ie v e d  w as 2  h o u rs  10 m inutes, 
fish in g , h u n t in g  a n d  fe llin g  tre e s . T h e  w e a th er, which 
w as in v ariab ly  h o t, c o u ld  c h a n g e  f ro m  s u n n y  to  to rren tia l 
ra in  in  m in u te s ,  a d d in g  fu r th e r  h a z a rd s  to  tra in in g , and 
it w o u ld  b e  ra re  to  c o m p le te  a d a y ’s t ra in in g  d ry . A 
v e ry  p re t ty  a n d  a ttra c t iv e  c o llec tio n  o f  m o th s  and 
b u tte r f lie s  w e re  p in n e d  b y  S g t. D o w se tt, as a lso  was a 
p e rfe c tly  g h a s tly  lo o k in g  co llec tio n  o f  taran tu las, 
b ee tle s, lo cu s ts , a n d  e v e ry th in g  th a t  w e n t b u m p  in  the 
n ig h t. I t  is h o p e d  th a t  th is  c o llec tio n  w ill b e  on  display

V iew  o f  R iv er  Essequibo from  
W ineperu

T h e  M .T .  d r iv e rs  h ave  b e e n  E llio t a n d  R id sd a le , th e  
M ed ica l O rd e r ly , L /C p l .  M o rr iso n , a n d  C p l. M u rp h y  
a n d  a v a rie ty  o f  s ig n a lle rs  w h o  k e p t  th e  a ll im p o r ta n t  
rad io  link  w ith  G e o rg e to w n . T h e  tw o  w o o d en  b u ild in g s  
le n t  b y  th e  lo g g in g  co m p a n y  a re  v e ry  a d e q u a te , w ith  a 
fine  v iew  o f  th e  m ig h ty  E sse q u ib o  ( a b o u t 1 ,000 y a rd s  w ide 
a t th is  p o in t) . R u n n in g  w a te r, sh o w ers , a n d  o th e r  
fac ilities  m ak e  th ese  tw o  b u ild in g s  p e rfe c t as a b ase  for 
tra in in g . A  p a th  lead s  d o w n  to  th e  w a te rs id e  w h ere  th e  
th re e  b o a ts  w e re  m o o re d . T w o  c iv ilian  cooks, a y a rd  
b oy , a n d  tw o  e x ce llen t g u id es  m ak e  u p  th e  c o m p le m e n t 
o f  p e rm a n e n t  s ta ff

A  co u rse  o f n o rm a lly  te n  m en  w o u ld  leave G e o rg e to w n  
b y  fe rry  early  on  a S a tu rd a y  m o rn in g . A f te r  an  e ig h t-  
h o u r  jo u rn e y , f irst o u t  to  sea, a n d  th e n  in to  a n d  u p  th e  
estuary ' o f th e  E sse q u ib o , a d r iv e r  w o u ld  m e e t th e  co u rse  
a t B artica , a n d  take  th e m  in h is  v eh ic le  22 m ile s  u p  th e

in  H o ly w o o d  to  p ro v e  th e  v e rac ity  o f  n u m e ro u s  soldiers 
w h o  all c la im  to  h av e  b e e n  in  a s im ila r  sp o t as Jam es 
B o n d  w ith  a ta ra n tu la .

T h e  m ilita ry  v a lu e  o f  W in e p e ru  h as  b een  proved 
b e y o n d  d o u b t,  in  th a t  so ld ie rs  c o u ld  leave  th e re , and  be 
m o re  c o n fid e n t th a t  th e y  c o u ld  tack le  th e  hazards of 
l iv in g  in  th e  ju n g le , b e a tin g  th e  w e a th e r , a n d  learn ing  
h o w  to  live  off th e  lan d  o r  w a te r. M a n y  so ld iers, as 
th e y  b u m p e d  a lo n g  th e  sa n d y  tra c k  lead in g  back to 
B artica , w o u ld  w ish  th a t  th e i r  w eek  h a d  b e e n  longer, and 
w ere  ev en  th in k in g  th a t  th e y  h a d  o n ly  j u s t  beg u n  to 
lea rn  to  live  w ith  N a tu re  again .

T h e  s ile n t E sse q u ib o  has a n  a ttra c t io n  th a t  grow s, and 
to  s it  on  th e  seats  c o n s tru c te d  b y  o n e  c o u rse , a n d  look out 
o v e r th e  w a te r, w as a  v e ry  sa tis fy in g  fee lin g  fo r th o se  who 
h a d  w o rk ed  a n d  fish ed  o n  th e  r iv e r  fo r  a w eek.

G .B .
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The trip to Kaieteur Falls

T h e  o p p o r tu n ity  o f  v isitin g  K a ie te u r  F alls  does n o t 
com e to  ev e ry b o d y , a n d  w h ile  th e  B a tta lio n  w as s ta tio n ed  
here  i t  w as th o u g h t th a t  as m an y  tr ip s  o u g h t to  be  
o rgan ised , so  th a t  th is  o p p o r tu n ity  w o u ld  n o t  be  m issed . 
I t w ill suffice to  go  in to  th e  d e ta ils  o f  o n e  su c h  tr ip ,  
b u t o f  th e  152 p e rso n s  w ho  ac tu a lly  m ad e  th e  tr ip , all 
will ag ree  th a t  it  w as w ell w o rth  th e  v isit.

K a ie te u r  F a lls  a re  th e  w o r ld ’s h ig h es t falls, th a t  is 
741 fee t o f  s tr a ig h t  d ro p  fro m  th e  lip  o f  th e  falls. T h e  
Falls a re  o n  th e  R iv e r  P o ta ro , a large , w id e  an d  so m etim es 
very d eep  r iv e r  th a t  rises in th e  A y an g an n a  M o u n ta in s  
near th e  B raz ilian  b o rd e r . A fte r  flow ing th ro u g h  ju n g le  
to th e  K a ie te u r  F a lls  it th e n  m ea n d e rs  again  th ro u g h  
ju n g le  finally  jo in in g  th e  E sseq u ib o  120 m iles fro m  its 
source. T h e  F a lls  w ere  d isco v ered  b y  a geo log ist called 
B arrin g to n  B ro w n  in  1870. H e  w as se arc h in g  fo r  
m ineral w e a lth  a n d  fo u n d  th e  Falls.

A fte r  m ak in g  all p rep a ra tio n s  in  G eo rg e to w n , the  
p arty  w o u ld  leave early  o n  a S a tu rd a y  m o rn in g , o n  th e  
B artica F e rry . T h is  in  fact follow s th e  sam e p a tte rn  as 
the co u rse  g o in g  to  W in e p e ru . T h e  ferry' w o u ld  go o u t 
to sea, th e n  tu rn  in  to  th e  E sseq u ib o  estuary ', an d  do d g e  
a ro u n d  th e  islan d s  u p  th e  r iv e r u n til  a rr iv in g  a t  B artica  
late th a t  a f te rn o o n . B artica , th e  o ld  m in in g  to w n  base, 
w here p ro sp e c to rs , b e tte r  k n o w n  h e re  as Porkknockers, 
w ould leave fo r p a n n in g  d iam o n d s  an d  gold  in th e  
Potaro, E sse q u ib o  o r  M aza ru n i r ivers. A  d riv e  o f  20 
miles in  m ilita ry  veh ic les w o u ld  b r in g  th e  co u rse  a fte r  
dark to  W in e p e ru , w h e re  re s t an d  s h e lte r  a n d  re fre sh ­
m ent w ere  tak en . O n  th e  S u n d ay , th e  p a rty  w ou ld  th en  
after b rea k fa s t leave W in e p e ru  a n d  m o to r  o ff d o w n  the  
Potaro tra i l  in  tw o  m ilita ry  vehicles. T h is  tra il, seem ­
ingly u n e n d in g , w o u ld  w en d  its  w ay  on  a n d  o n  th ro u g h  
prim al ra in  fo res ts  m ile  a fte r  m ile . E ig h ty  m iles la te r  
the tra il  w o u ld  lead  to  G arraw ay  S tre a m  w h ere  a su s­
pension b r id g e  c ro ssed  th e  d a rk  fast flow ing silen t 
P otaro R iv er. T o  s ta n d  o n  th a t  b r id g e  an d  look a t th is  
large u n k n o w n  riv e r, one  b eg in s  to  realise  th e  im m en se  
d istances th a t ,  even  in  o n e  sm all c o u n try  in  S o u th  
A m erica, h av e  to  be  co v e red  to  ge t in to  th e  in te rio r. 
A fter m o to r in g  in  som e h illy  coun try ' th e  tra c k  ju n c tio n  
to M ah d ia  a n d  K a n g a ru m a  is reached . A  fu r th e r  fo u r 
miles, a n d  th e  p a rty  w o u ld  n ow  a rr iv e  a t  th e  K a n g a ru m a  
R esthouse. A  m o re  p lea sa n t re s t h o u se  in  th is  dull 
green co lo u red  ju n g le  co u ld  n o t b e  an tic ip a te d . Q u ie t, 
roomy, w ell laid  o u t ,  an d  ex trem e ly  c lean  th e  sm artn ess  
of the  R e s th o u se  is d u e  to  th e  efforts  o f  M r. a n d  M rs. 
Stew art w h o  a re  th e  su p e rv iso rs .

M r. A u s tin , th e  local b o a t o w n e r  an d  d iam o n d  p a n n e r, 
lives n e x t to  th e  res th o u se , an d  th is  com ple tes 
K angarum a. T h e  P o ta ro , sw ift an d  s ilen t, flows below  
the re s th o u se , a n d  a fte r  d in n e r  o n  th e  v e ran d ah  th e  
im pression  o f  b e in g  C o l. F aw c e tt on  th e  A m azon  can  be 
very stro n g .

Early  o n  th e  M o n d a y  m o rn in g , th e  p a rty  w o u ld  leave

th e ir  veh ic les a n d  h e a v ie r  e q u ip m e n t a t  th e  R esth o u se , 
an d  c a rry  d o w n  to  th e  r iv e r  s id e  a  larg e  p ack  o f  p o s­
sessions a n d  b e d d in g . M r .  A u s tin  a n d  th re e  A m e rin d ian  
b o a tm e n  lo ad  th e  b o a t, a n d  th e n  a fte r  s ta r tin g  th e  
o u tb o a rd  en g in e , th e  b o a t jo u rn e y  u p  th e  r iv e r  w o u ld  
beg in . T h is  w o u ld  b e  u t te r ly  p eace fu l a n d  relax ing , 
ch u g g in g  u p  th is  w id e  a n d  tre e  sk ir ted  r iv e r . T h e  
o n ly  d iffe ren ce  f ro m  th e  T h a m e s  w as th a t  th e re  w as 
a b so lu te ly  n o  fo rm  o f  c iv ilisa tio n  a n y w h e re  to  b e  seen . 
T h e  f irst s to p  w as A m a tu k  Falls , ra th e r  d a n g e ro u s  
look ing  rap id s  th a t  c o u ld  n o t  b e  c ro ssed  b y  b o a t. 
U n lo a d in g  th e  b o a t, c a rry in g  k it a n d  th e  e n g in e  o v er 
lan d  to  a sp o t above  th e  falls, a n d  rep a c k in g  a n o th e r  b o a t 
w ou ld  b e  c o m p le te d  in  a b o u t  30 m in u te s , an d  again  
ch u g g in g  fu r th e r  u p  th e  r iv e r  to w a rd s  K a ie te u r . T h e  
party ' w o u ld  n o tic e  th a t  th ey  w ere  b eg in n in g  to  p ass  in to  
a d eep  valley  w ith  h ig h  cliffs a n d  m o u n ta in s  on  e ith e r  
s id e  ran g in g  u p  to  2 ,000  fee t h ig h . W a ra tu k  F alls  
w o u ld  b e  reach ed  e ig h t m iles  la te r. N o t  as ra p id  as 
A m atu k  Falls, th ese  c o u ld  be  cro ssed  b y  e x p e rt b o a tm e n  
only . A g ain  u n lo ad in g , lif tin g  k it, rep ack in g  a b o a t 
above  th e  falls w o u ld  d e lay  th e  jo u m a y  a n o th e r  30 
m in u te s , an d  th en  o n  th e  final leg  o f  th e  b o a t jo u rn e y  to  
T u k e it  12 m iles aw ay. A  g lim p se  o f  K a ie te u r  c o u ld  b e  
seen , th e  lip  on ly , as th e  p a rty  a p p ro a c h  T u k e i t  b ecau se  
it w o u ld  th en  b e  c le a r  th a t  th e  b o a t w as p ro g re s s in g  u p  a 
w id e  g orge  w h ich  th e  r iv e r  P o ta ro  e n te re d  b y  falling  
o v er th e  to p  o f  a n  e sca rp m en t.

T u k e it  is a sm all h u tte d  re s th o u se  b esid e  th e  P o ta ro  
th re e  an d  a h a lf  m iles  w alk fro m  th e  to p  o f  th e  fa lls; 
trav e lle rs  c o u ld  s tay  th e  n ig h t, cook food  o v e r th e  s tove  
p ro v id ed . I t  w as n o t lu x u rio u s  b u t  co n v en ien t. H e re  
th e  m ilita ry  p a rty  w o u ld  a rr iv e  a t a b o u t 5 p .m .,  a n d  s tav  
th e  n ig h t, g e ttin g  u p  early  to  w en d  th e ir  w ay  u p  th ro u g h  
fo res t track s  to  th e  to p  o f  th e  F alls  b efo re  th e  su n  g o t too  
h o t. A n d  finally  a fte r  th re e  d ay s  o f  a p p ro a c h in g  th e re  
w as K a ie te u r  r ig h t besid e  you. I t  is a fan ta s tic  s ig h t 
to  see a d eep  r iv e r  o v e r 75 y a rd s  w id e , lite ra lly  h u r lin g  
itse lf  o v e r a  7 40-foo t p rec ip ice . W h e n  th e  su n  is o u t  a 
ra in b o w  p e rm a n e n tly  flickers o v er th e  sp ra y  a n d  sp u m e  
o f  w a te r  as it  tu m b le s  in to  th e  gorge. P h o to g ra p h s , 
poses, an d  cau tio u s  p e e rin g  o v er th e  edge w o u ld  give 
w ay to  a s to n ish ed  gazing . F in a lly  a r e tu rn  w o u ld  have 
to  be m ad e , a n d  a fte r  farew ell looks th e  p a rty  w o u ld  
tru d g e  d o w n  th e  h ill to  T u k e it  fo r  b reak fast.

T h e  r e tu rn  jo u rn e y  w o u ld  be  exactly  th e  sam e  as th e  
o u tw a rd  jo u rn e y , tak in g  th re e  d ay s  to  co m p le te .

T h u s  a fte r  six  days aw ay, th o se  w h o  s it  a t desks, o r 
m ain ta in  sto res , c o u ld  w ith  so m e  ju stif ic a tio n  say  th a t  
th ey  h ad  seen  so m e th in g  w o rth  seein g  in G u y an a . 
W h e n  d a tes , p lace  nam es, t im es, a n d  o th e r  triv ia  fade  in 
th e  m em o ry , one  p ic tu re  w ill s till rem a in  b r ig h t— th a t  
o f  th e  silen t P o ta ro  c h an g in g  its  im age, an d  ro a rin g  in to  
th e  seem ing ly  b o tto m less  gorge.

G .B .
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5 t h  B A T T A L I O N  ( T . A . )  

N O T E S

EDITORIAL
O u r  m a jo r  p ro b le m  sin ce  th e  last ed itio n  o f  T he  

D ie hards  h a s  b e e n  th e  reo rg an isa tio n . T h e  B atta lio n  
has. h o w ev er, co m e o u t  o f  th is  reo rg an isa tio n  ex trem ely  
well. O n  M a rc h  31 , 1967, 5 M id d le sex  w ill d isb a n d  
an d  w ill fo rm  th e  m a jo r  sh a re  o f  a  T e rri to r ia l  L 'n it 
(T . an d  A . \  .R . I l l )  to  b e  e m b o d ied  o n  A p ril  1, 1967. 
T h is  u n it,  w h o se  ti t le  w ill b e  a n n o u n c ed  sh o rtly , w ill 
c onsist o f  a  B a tta lio n  H .Q . a n d  o n e  C o m p an v  a t 
E dgw are , a C o m p a n y  a t  A c to n  a n d  a  C o m p an y  at 
H ou n slo w . S p ec ia lis t P la to o n s o f  R ecce, S ignals an d  
A ssau lt P io n e ers  a re  a lso  to  b e  fo rm ed  a n d  w ill p ro b ab ly  
be b ased  o n  E d g w are .

T h e  A c to n  C o m p a n y  w ill b e  fo rm ed  largely  f ro m  those  
A rtille ry  a n d  E n g in e e r  u n its  a lread y  th e re  o r  in  th e  
v icin ity . I h e  D rill  H a lls  a t E a lin g  a n d  E n fie ld  w ill c lose, 
indeed  th e  p e rso n n e l in  “  C  ”  C o m p an v  h ave  a lready  
m oved to  jo in  " A ” C o m p a n y  a t  H o rn sey . “  B ” 
C o m p an y  a t  E a lin g  w ill c lose b e fo re  th e  en d  o f  th e  year 
a n d  tra n s fe r  m a in ly  to  H o unslow .

Also to  be  em b o d ie d  o n  A p ril  1. 1967, w ill be  5 th  
^ o lu n te e r B a tta lio n  T h e  Q u e e n ’s R eg im en t (T . an d  
A .\  .R . I I ) ,  o f  w h ic h  th e  H o m se y  C o m p an y  will fo rm  
"  D  ”  C o m p an y . A lth o u g h  basically  “ A "  a n d  “  C  ”  
C om pan ies o f  th e  p re s e n t  5 \I id d le s e x  w ill m ake u p  th is  
C om pany , m an y  o th e r  p e rso n n e l fro m  o th e r  p a rts  o f 
5 M id d lesex  h av e  v o lu n te e re d  to  accep t th e  g rea te r  
o b liga tions a n d  liab ilities  o f  th is  T .  a n d  A .V .R . I I  U n it.

A p a rt f ro m  th e  reo rg an isa tio n , th e  B atta lion  has h ad  a 
busy y e a r  so far. T h e  B a tta lio n  S ig n a ls  exercise  in  M ay 
w ent off ex tre m e ly  w ell, th e  lessons o f  last year hav ing  
been m as te re d  a n d  p u t  in to  p rac tice . A  co n tin g en t 
u n d e r L t .  M u irh e a d  rep re se n te d  th e  B atta lion  a t the  
A lbuhera  D a y  P a rad e  a t  M ill H ill w h e re  th e  p a rad e  was 
com m anded  b y  M a jo r  H en sh aw . T h e  B and  and  
D ru m s w e re  a lso  in  a tten d an ce .

T h e  A n n u a l  C lassifica tio n  took p lace  a t A sh  on 
June 4  a n d  5, w h ere  a fte r  a w id esp read  h e a th  fire 
p rev en ted  sh o o tin g  fro m  g e ttin g  u n d e r  way o n  S a tu rd ay , 
good tim e  w as m ad e  o n  th e  S u n d ay , w h ich  c leared  
everyone w h o  h a d  a tte n d e d .

A n e x trem e ly  su ccessfu l A n n u a l C am p  wras h e ld  th is  
year a t  S ta n fo rd  P .T .A .,  m arred  only  by  th e  u n fo rtu n a te  
accident to  th e  C o m m a n d in g  O fficer w ho b roke  h is leg 
during  th e  m id d le  w eek en d , an d  h ad  to  rem a in  in 
hospital fo r  th e  re m a in d e r  o f  cam p. H e  is, how ever, 
p rogressing  w ell, a lth o u g h  still o n  c ru tches.

As usua l th e  B a tta lio n  was w ell v isited  d u r in g  cam p. 
A m ongst th o se  w h o m  we w ere  ex trem ely  pleased  to  see 
were th e  C o lonel o f  th e  R eg im en t an d  o u r  ow n  H o n o ra ry  
Colonel. A p a r t  f ro m  th e  f irst few  days the  w ea th er was 
very p leasan t a n d  m ax im u m  use w as m ad e  o f  th e  tra in in g

areas availab le , b o th  b y  d ay  a n d  n ig h t. T h e  seco n d  
w eek w as largely  o cc u p ie d  by  an  in te r -C o m p a n y  exerc ise  
in  w h ich  C o m p a n y  C o m m a n d e rs  a n d  C o m m a n d e rs  a t 
all levels h ad  a  g o o d  o p p o r tu n ity  to  sh o w  w h a t th ey  
co u ld  d o . A  v e ry  sp ir i te d  .Air S tr ik e  b y  th e  l  . S A F .  
a d d e d  a b i t  m o re  ac tu a l rea lism , as n o t  m an y  o f  u s  h a d  
th e  o p p o rtu n ity  o f  s e e in g  a  d e m o n s tra tio n  o f  th is  ty p e  
b efo re . O n  th e  social s id e  a p a r t  f ro m  th e  n ig h t  w o rk  
o n  th e  tra in in g  a reas a fa ir a m o u n t o f  n ig h t  w o rk  w e n t 
in to  th e  ex cellen t p u b s  a b o u n d in g  in  th e  locality .

A s fo r  p e rso n a litie s  a t  c am p . “  W h ip p e t  ”  S ills  p e r ­
fo rm ed  s te r lin g  w o rk  p ro d u c in g  th e  m o rn in g  tea . I t  is 
sa id  th a t  in  o rd e r  th a t  th e  C o m m a n d in g  O fficer c o u ld  
h ave h is  tea  ac tu a lly  a t R eveille  th e  ju n io r  S e rg ea n ts  
w ere  g e ttin g  th e irs  a t  0430 h rs.

T h e  B atta lio n  R ifle M e e tin g  w as h e ld  o n  T h e tfo rd  
R an g es  d u r in g  th e  cam p  a n d  re su lte d  in  “  D  ”  C o m p a n v  
w in n in g  th e  tro p h y . L t .  M u irh e a d  w on  th e  O fficers 
M atch , W .O .2  Y o u n g  th e  W .O .s  a n d  S e rg e a n ts ’ M a tc h , 
C p l. L ee  th e  C h a m p io n  S h o t C o rp o ra ls  a n d  b e low , a n d  
P te . S m ith  th e  Y o u n g  S o ld ie rs ’ M a tch .

L t .  “  Jo ck  ” S m ith  has m ad e  u p  h is m in d  th a t  
so ld ie rin g  is th e  life fo r  h im  a n d  w ill  b e  o ff  to  jo in  th e  
A u s tra lia n  A rm y  in th e  n e a r  fu tu re . A ll o u r  b e s t w ishes 
go  w ith  h im  fo r  “  d o w n  u n d e r .”

2 L t.  G . B erry  is to  b e  c o n g ra tu la te d  o n  rece iv in g  a 
com m issio n  a n d  is n o w  d o in g  s te r lin g  w o rk  as B atta lio n  
P aym aster.

C o n g ra tu la tio n s  a lso  to  S g ts . K av an ag h  a n d  S lack  o n  
th e ir  p ro m o tio n s .

B efore  th e  ed ito ria l closes, a  q u ick  m e n tio n  o f  th e  
B and , w ho  h ave  b een  p e rfo rm in g , u n d e r  B a n d m a ste r  
M aso n , o n  m an y  o ccasions d u r in g  th e  year, e lic itin g  
m an y  le tte rs  o f  th an k s  an d  praise .

BA TTALIO N  H EADQUARTERS
P rio r  to  A n n u a l C a m p  th e  m a jo r  e v e n t a ffec tin g  

B atta lion  H e a d q u a r te rs  w as th e  B a tta lio n  H .Q . S igna l 
exercise . T h is  w as a n  exercise  se t a n d  c o n tro lle d  b y  
B rigade an d  as tech n iq u e s  s in ce  las t y ea r m ig h t  h av e  
b eco m e so m ew h at ru s ty , i t  was d e te rm in e d  to  h o ld  a 
p rac tice  som e w eeks p rev io u sly . T h e  ex erc ise  w as se t 
by  M ajo r L aw ren ce  a n d  to o k  p lace  in  m id  A p ril  in  th e  
B erk h am stead  C o m m o n  area . A  goo d  tu rn o u t  was 
m an ag ed  a n d  a lth o u g h  a t  th e  s ta r t  s igna ls tra ffic  w as 
som ew h a t slow , w e ev en tu a lly , a t  th e  e n d  o f  th e  w eek en d , 
ach ieved  a sa tisfac to ry  s ta n d a rd . T h e  ac tu a l ex erc ise  
w as se t b e tw een  L o n g m o o r  a n d  F a m b o ro u g h  a n d  
occu p ied  one  w eekend  in  M ay . T h e  B a tta lio n  a c q u it te d  
itse lf  rem ark ab ly  w ell. Sg t. O ak ley  a n d  th e  S ig n a ls  
P la to o n  p rep a re d  a first-c lass C .P ., a n d  s igna ls w orked .
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“  H ello  S u m  ays  i ,  2 an d  3, report y o u r exact locations "
T/ie M .T .O .  a n d  S jS g t .  Pincombe m aking  sure th a t the vehicle was fu l l y  aboar 
T h e  B a n d  a n d  D rum s B ea tin g  R e trea t a t  E a st H a rlin g
P te . S m ith , the  w inner, receiving the Young  So ld iers ' C up  f ro m  M rs . eter a 
T h e  hierarchy o f  the S igna ls P la toon  a t  “  w ork  ”  in  B a tta lio n  H .Q .
L IC p ls . H o lle tt a n d  A d a m s f ir in g  the C a r l G u sta v  a t camp

D ,I

L /C p l. G ilb e r t ,  th e  C .P . ty p is t, a lso  d eserv es  c re d it  fo r  
his u n t ir in g  e ffo rts  o n  th e  ty p ew rite r .

A n n u a l C a m p  a rr iv ed  a n d  B a tta lio n  H e a d q u a r te rs  
a ssem b led  a t  B o d n ey  C am p . T h e  P a d re , R ev. R a lp h  
B row n, a rr iv ed  in  ex tre m e ly  h ig h  s p ir i ts ,  w h ic h  las ted  
th ro u g h o u t th e  ca m p , a lth o u g h  severa l o th e rs  ap p e a re d  
so m ew h at s u b d u e d  each  m o rn in g . R .M .O . M a jo r  
M a cQ u e e n , se t u p  sh o p  w ith  h is  te a m  o f  o rd erlie s  an d  
d id  a b r isk  tra d e  in  e v e ry th in g  fro m  G e rm a n  M easles  to  
cu t cooks. T h e  O rd e r ly  R o o m  fu n c tio n ed  w ell u n d e r  
M r. H o w e . M rs . F in la y  a n d  M rs . K irk le y  ap p eared  
d ressed  in  h o lid ay  m o o d  w h ic h  b r ig h te n e d  u p  B atta lio n  
H e a d q u a r te rs .

A s m e n tio n e d  e lsew h ere  th e  C .O . b ro k e  h is  leg  and  
M ajo r G u n n e ll  to o k  o v e r an d  ran  th e  B a tta lio n  fo r th e  
rem a in d e r  o f  ca m p . M a jo r  L a w ren ce  su m m e d  u p  th e  
final exe rc ise  in  h is  o w n  p ic tu re sq u e  lan g u ag e  w hich , 
it is to  b e  h o p e d , d ro v e  th e  p o in ts  hom e.

“ H.Q.”  CO M PANY
D u rin g  th e  c o n s id e rab le  G o v e rn m e n t p ro c ra s tin a tio n  

on o u r  o rg an isa tio n , th e  C o m p a n y  has  a tte m p te d  a 
“ b u sin ess  as u su a l ”  po licy . T h is  h as  p ro v ed  su ccessfu l 
and  r ig h t  in  a s  m u c h  as E d g w are  w ill n ow  rem a in  w ith  
a C o m p a n y  a n d  H e a d q u a r te rs  o f  th e  A.V.R. I ll  B atta lio n .

T h e  m a in  p ro b le m  fo r  th e  fu tu re  is re c ru it in g  as w e 
have to  m ak e  u p  th e  vo id  th a t  a lm o st a y e a r’s u n c e rta in ty  
has p ro d u c e d  a n d  le t th e  p u b lic  k now  th a t  w e  a re  still, 
and  w ill be , ac tive  an d  n o t b u r ie d  as th e  p ress  (and  
G o v ern m en t? )  h av e  led  th e m  to  believe.

T h e  seco n d  q u a r te r  o f  th e  y e a r  w as tak en  u p  by  
R .E .M .E . in sp ec tio n s , B rig ad e  signal exercise  and  
shoo ting . T h a n k s  to  L t. R o n  V aisey , th e  M .T .  had  a 
good r e p o r t  f ro m  R .E .M .E . T h is  w as w ell d eserv ed  
after th e  e ffo rt th e  P la to o n  h ad  p u t  in . T h e  B rigade 
signal exerc ise  a lso  w e n t v e ry  w ell. T h e  B atta lion  
p rac tice  w eek en d  o n  B e rk h am stead  C o m m o n  p ro v ed  
how  goo d  civ ilian  c o m m u n ica tio n s  are , if  n o t o u r  ow n, 
ju d g in g  fro m  th e  sp eed  o f  a rriv al an d  c o m m en ts  from  
the  N a tio n a l T r u s t  W a rd e n  w h en  w e h a rb o u re d  am o n g st 
a few b eech  t r e e s !

T h e  A d ju ta n t ,  b e in g  v e ry  keen  to  m ak e  fu ll use o f  his 
newly o rg an ised  C .P . a t  th e  en d  o f  th e  B rig ad e  exercise, 
sen t a m essage  to  su n ra y s  1, 2 a n d  3 to  re p o r t  th e ir  exact 
locations w h ic h  w as rece ived  lo u d  a n d  c lea r  in  th e  
ad jacen t b o rro w e d  “  passio n  ”  w agon . F o rtu n a te ly , as 
the  p h o to g ra p h  show s, th e  tra n s is to r  w ireless o n  w hich  
it w as h e a rd  c o u ld  n o t tra n s m it  a rep ly !

C am p  seem ed  to  b e  en jo y ed  b y  everyone . P la toon  
tra in in g  w as c a rr ie d  o u t d u r in g  th e  f irst w eek. T h e  
A ssault P io n e ers  m an ag ed  to  g e t som e b lo w in g  in and  
fired th e  C arl G u s ta v . A n  en joyab le  p a rty  w as h e ld  on  
the T h u r s d a y  ev en in g  w h e n  even  th e  P a d re  m an ag ed  
to ad d  h is v e rse  to  a w e ll-k n o w n  song! T h e  second  
week saw  th e  key p e o p le  “  h e lp in g  ”  th e  rifle C o m p an ies  
on th e i r  exerc ise . T h e  S ignal P la to o n  h ie ra rc h y  in 
p a rticu la r  w ere  v e ry  h a rd  w o rk ed , as th e  p h o to g ra p h  
shows, in  B a tta lio n  H .Q . w h en  th e y  w ere  n o t b usy  
w atch ing  th e  A d ju ta n t  a n d  T ra in in g  M a jo r  p e rfo rm in g  
w ith p in e  c o n e s !

O u r  tea m  a t  th e  R ifle M e e tin g  d id  v e ry  w ell g iv in g  
‘ D  ”  C o m p a n y  a c lose  f igh t. T h e y  a re  to  b e  c o n g ra tu ­
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la te d  o n  w in n in g  th e  rifle m a tc h  a n d  P te . S m ith  (818) 
o n  h is  w in n in g  th e  Y o u n g  S o ld ie rs  C u p , a lth o u g h  h e  
w as m o st u p s e t  a t  b e in g  ca lled  a y o u n g  so ld ie r  as he  
says h e  is w ell p a s t 17^ years old!

A n o th e r  sm all p a rty  w as h e ld  a t  E ast H a r lin g  on  th e  
las t n ig h t o f  c a m p  w h e n  th e  B and  an d  D ru m s  b ea t 
re trea t in  th e  village sq u a re .

L /C p l.  S m ith  (818) a n d  L /C p l . S h e a rs  a re  to  b e  
c o n g ra tu la te d  o n  th e ir  p ro m o tio n .

T h e  la t te r  is w e lco m ed  b ack  in to  th e  fo ld  a fte r  
“  e m ig ra tin g  ”  to  S o u th  A frica . H e  w asted  n o  tim e  in 
re jo in in g  a fte r  h is  r e tu rn  as h e  w as seen  in  th e  d r ill  hall 
on  th e  S u n d a y  a fte r  l is te n in g  to  th e  W o rld  C u p  F in a l 
in  J o h a n n e s b u rg  o n  th e  S a tu rd a y .

W e look fo rw a rd  to  th e  fu tu re  w ith  c o n fid en ce  an d  
a re  su re  th a t  re c ru its  w ill so o n  ro ll in  w h e n  o u r  fu ll 
ac tiv e  p ro g ra m m e  on rec ru itin g  g e ts  u n d e r  w ay.

R ecce and Signal Platoons
D u r in g  th e  first w eek o f  cam p  th e  f irst few  d ay s w ere  

sp e n t on  “ b eefin g  u p  ”  V oice P ro c e d u re  a n d  g e ttin g  
a c q u a in ted  w ith  th e  th re e  19 se ts  w h ich  S ta ff  H aw k in s  
a c q u ire d  fo r us. W h a t w e h ad  lea rn ed  o r  rem e m b e re d  
w as te s te d  la te r  o n  in  th e  w eek  b y  A lan  P ack  exercise  
a n d  exerc ise  o n  F .F .R .s .  V oice P ro c ed u re  w as slicker 
a n d  th e  19 se ts  h ad  b e e n  m as te re d . O n  th e  F r id a y  
S ignals w e n t w ith  1 C o m p a n y  to  ac t as en em y  an d  
R ecce to  2 C o m p a n y  a c tin g  in  th e i r  n o rm a l role. O n  
th e  S a tu rd a y  w e took p a r t  in  th e  B a tta lio n  R ifle  M e e tin g  
w h ere  P te . S m ith  d id  w ell in w in n in g  th e  Y o u n g  
S o ld ie rs  S h o o t. O th e r  m em b e rs  a re  to  b e  c o n g ra tu la te d  
o n  th e i r  sp eed y  d isco v ery  o f  th e  “  F le sh  P o ts  ”  in 
N o rw ic h  d u r in g  th a t  m id d le  w eekend . I f  o n ly  w e co u ld  
n e t  as q u ic k ly !!

T h e  seco n d  w eek w as sp e n t m a in ta in in g  c o m m u n ica ­
tio n s  o n  th e  B atta lio n  sch em e. P te . R ic h a rd so n , w ho  
h ad  c a u g h t G e rm a n  M easles, cam e  o u t o f  S ick Bay to  
w o rk  th e  rea r  link  in  cam p. W h e n  th e  sch em e  e n d e d  it 
w as m ere ly  a m a tte r  o f ch eck in g  k it a n d  p ack in g  u p  
read y  fo r  o u r  re tu rn  h o m e, a lth o u g h  w e d id  m an ag e  to  
h av e  a p arts- on  th e  F r id a y  n ig h t. T h is  p ro v ed  to  b e  an  
en joyab le  even ing . H o w ev er, th e  R .S .O . rem a in s  
p u zz led  b y  th e  d isap p ea ran ce  o f  fo u r  m em b e rs  o f  th e  
P la to o n  d u r in g  th e  co u rse  o f  th a t  ev en in g .

C o n g ra tu la tio n s  to  C p l. Je ffrey  o n  h is  rec e n t m arriag e . 
W e w ish  h im  all th e  b est. W e also c o n g ra tu la te  S g t. 
P u rc h ese  on  b eco m in g  th e  fa th e r  o f  a R ecce P la to o n  
m e m b e r  fo r  1983.

M.T. Platoon
D u rin g  th e  last p e rio d  th e  P la to o n  has b een  very 

active. A fte r  w o rk in g  to  o b ta in  a sa tisfac to ry  R .E .M .E . 
rep o r t w e se ttle d  d o w n  to  lec tu res  a n d  d r iv e r  tra in in g  
o n  d rill n ig h ts  an d  w eekends.

T h e  P la to o n  tu rn e d  o u t in  fo rce  fo r  th e  B a tta lio n  
S ignal exercise  an d , d e sp ite  th e  m u d d y  a n d  w e t c o n d i­
tio n s , n o  casualties to  vehicles o c c u rre d  a n d  th e  M .T .O . 
an d  C /S g t. A lan  G re e n  seem ed  w ell p leased  w ith  th e  
w ay  th e  veh ic les w ere  h a n d le d  (fo r a  change).

T h e re  w as one casu a lty  o n  th e  B rigade  S igna l exercise  
b u t  fro m  a b o rro w ed  vehicle . O n  th e  S a tu rd a y  ev en in g
O .C . “  C  ”  C o m p a n y  rep o r ted  tro u b le  w ith  h is  c lu tc h
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w h ic h  p ro v e d  to  b e  b u r n t  o u t .  T h e  M .T .O .  h av in g  
p a r te d  w ith  h is  o w n  v e h ic le  s c ra tc h e d  h is  h e a d  a n d  
d e c id e d  to  a v o id  to w in g  b y  t ry in g  to  lo ad  it  o n  th e  b ack  
o f  th e  R .E .M .E . 3 to n . T h is  w as a ch iev ed  in  a re m a rk ­
a b le  s h o r t  t im e  b y  g o in g  to  L o n g m o o r  s id in g s , s tr ip p in g  
o ff  th e  c a n o p y  a n d  f ra m ew o rk  a n d  p a ss in g  th e  v eh ic le  
u p  th e  lo a d in g  ra m p . T h e  in g en u ity  o f  th e  R .E .M .E . 
se c tio n  c e rta in ly  c o m in g  to  th e  f o r e !

A t  th e  e n d  o f  th e  ex e rc ise  “  A  ”  e c h e lo n  c o m m a n d e d  
b y  th e  C o m p a n y  2 I C  m o v ed  o u t  f ro m  H a rle y  in  a 
d iffe re n t d i re c tio n  f ro m  th e  re s t, fo llo w in g  h is  “  sh o rt  
c u t .”  A f te r  a v e ry  p lea sa n t t r ip  a ro u n d  th e  lake  w e 
c a m e  b ack  to  w h e re  w e s ta r te d ! T h e  P la to o n  is c h a rg in g  
5s. fo r  an y  fu tu re  t r ip s  a ro u n d  th e  lake  w ith  C a p t. T e t t .

A n n u a l cam p  p ro v e d  to  b e  a g ood  o n e  fo r th e  P la to o n  
w ith  ag a in  th e  o n ly  m a jo r  b rea k d o w n  fro m  a b o rro w e d  
v eh ic le . A ll th e  d r iv e rs  g a in e d  v a lu ab le  e x p e rie n ce  o f 
c ro s s -c o u n try  a n d  n ig h t  d riv in g . P te . T u v e y  as th e  
R .S .M .’s d r iv e r  o n  th e  N .C .O .’s ex erc ise  f ro m  all 
a c co u n ts , c a n  c e rta in ly  s leep  w h e n  n o t  o n  d u t y !

T h e  M .T .O .  th a n k s  th e  R .E .M .E . a n d  all d r iv e rs  fo r  
th e  s u p p o r t  th e y  gave h im  o n  th is  h is  f irst c am p  in  th e  
jo b .

C a m p  has  n o w  p a sse d  a n d  lo o k in g  to  th e  fu tu re  w h a t 
d o  w e f in d — A n n u a l R .E .M .E . In sp e c tio n  ag a in  d u e  in 
O c to b e r.  S o  w e  c lo se  w ith  th e  th o u g h t o f  w eek en d s  o f 
c le a n in g  rag s , o ils  a n d  g rease , ho ses, p a in t  a n d  sw eat 
to  e n a b le  th e  B a tta lio n  to  g e t a g o o d  re p o r t.

T h e  fo llo w in g  h av e  qu a lified  as B a tta lio n  d r iv e rs  since 
th e  las t D ie-H a rd s  w as p u b lis h e d :  L /C p ls .  B rooks, 
H o o k e r , R ic h a rd s , H a r t,  A d a m s ; P te s . P ow ley , E g le to n , 
D av is , B u rl, T h o m p s o n , Jo n es  (“  H .Q .”  C o m p a n y ); 
S g ts . S to n e , S m ith ;  P te s . B u sh b y , M c In ty re ,  O akley , 
W o o d  (“ A ”  C o m p a n y );  C p l. C o w la rd ; P te . Bell 
( “  C  ”  C o m p a n y ) a n d  P te . D u ff  (“  B ”  C o m p a n y ).

“ A ”  CO M PANY

O v e r  th e  la s t s ix  m o n th s  o u r  P la to o n s  h av e  n o t 
fa lte re d  in  th e  task s , n o r  re lax ed  in  th e  v a ried  a n d  r ig id  
t ra in in g  p ro g ra m m e  se t fo r  th em .

W ith  th e  n ew  o rg an isa tio n  lo o m in g  o n  th e  h o r iz o n  
w e  h ave  fo llow ed  a c o u rse  w h ic h  w e t ru s t  is th e  fo u n d a ­
tio n  fo r  th e  fu tu re  s ta n d a rd  re q u ire d , a n d  it is g o o d  to  
r e p o r t  th a t  all co n c e rn e d  h av e  e m e rg e d  w ith  h o n o u rs .

O n  A p ril  2 w e h a d  a re c ru it in g  d a y  w h ic h  p ro v e d  
b e y o n d  all d o u b t  th a t  H o rn se y  is o n e  o f  th e  b e s t  re ­
c ru it in g  a reas  in  th e  B a tta lio n , re c ru it in g  n o  less th a n  
five m e n . A lth o u g h  th e  n u m b e rs  w ere  n o t q u ite  so  good 
as o n  o u r  p rev io u s  re c ru it in g  d ay , a ll m e m b e rs  o f  th e  
C o m p a n y  s h o u ld  c o n g ra tu la te  th em se lv e s  o n  a sp le n d id  
d a y ’s w o rk . W .O .2  G a r ra ty  c a m e  in to  h is  o w n  w ith  
e x tra  s id e  show s, su c h  as cam p  b iv o u ac  scen es , w h ic h  
rea lly  d rew  th e  c ro w d s . W e w o u ld  like  to  c o n g ra tu la te  
S g t. S to n e  a n d  h is .22 sh o o tin g  tea m  o n  w in n in g  th e  
c o m p e titio n  o nce  ag a in  in  sp ite  o f  th e  loss o f  som e 
p rev io u s  tea m  m em b e rs .

O u r  O ld  C o m ra d e s  ( is t /7 th  B a tta lio n ) in v ite d  S g t. 
K av an ag h  a n d  C p l. B ird  to  th e i r  a n n u a l d in n e r ,  w h ere  
th e y  wre re  w in e d  a n d  d in e d  in  g ra n d  sty le . W e a lso  h ad  
tw o  o f  o u r  y o u n g e r  m em b e rs  p re se n t, P te s . R o p e r  an d

F o s te r , d re s se d  in  th e  1881 u n ifo rm s  w h ic h  ad d ed  a 
sp la sh  o f  c o lo u r  to  th e  ev e n t. W e  a re  v e ry  p leased  to  see 
su c h  lia iso n  b e tw e en  th e  O ld  C o m rad e s  a n d  our 
m em b e rs .

A n o th e r  h ig h lig h t  o f  th e  la s t s ix  m o n th s  w as our 
sh o o tin g  w e e k e n d  a t P u rfle e t. A p a r t  f ro m  th e  benefit 
g a in e d  b y  th e  S h o o tin g  tea m , th e  C o m p a n y  h a d  a very 
en jo y ab le  e v e n in g  in  S o u th e n d , a lth o u g h  th e re  was 
so m e  d isp u te  as to  w h e th e r  th is  c o n s ti tu te d  a M ilita ry  
e x e rc ise ! O u r  o w n  007, M r. B re m n e r , a rr iv e d  b y  tra in  
fo r  th e  e v e n in g , b u t  h a d  to  r e tu r n  to  a b iv o u ac  th at 
n ig h t  a n d  so ld ie r  o n  th e  n e x t  d ay , m u tte r in g  to  younger 
m e m b e rs  t h a t  it w as to u g h e r  in  h is  day .

T h e r e  h av e  b e e n  m a n y  e n jo y a b le  w eek en d s, b u t  one 
th a t  w ill p ro v e  a la s tin g  m em o ry  w as th e  P ip p in g fo rd  
P a rk  In te rn a l  S e c u r i ty  ex erc ise . N o to r io u s  b a n d its  led 
b y  W a n  (alias W .0 .2  G a r ra ty )  w e re  ch a se d  across the  
E n g lish  c o u n try s id e  in  a m id n ig h t  tru c k  race  a n d  finalh  
c o rn e re d  a t  P ip p in g fo rd  P a rk  w h e re  a  se rie s  o f  spec­
ta c u la r  d e a th s  p u t  a n  e n d  to  th e m . H o lly w o o d , w here 
w e re  you?

W e  w e re  p lea se d  to  h av e  “  C  ”  C o m p a n y  am algam ated  
w ith  u s  fo r  c a m p  a n d  to  b e  w o rk in g  w ith  o ld  friends 
aga in . “  A  ”  a n d  “  C  ”  C o m p a n ie s  h av e  alw ays worked 
to g e th e r  so  w ell in  th e  p a s t  a n d  w e  h av e  alw ays regarded  
“  C  ”  C o m p a n y  so ld ie rs  as a m o n g s t th e  b e s t  in  the 
B a tta lio n .

T h is  jo in t  C o m p a n y  also  s u c ce e d e d  in  g iv in g  u s  an 
e x tra  p a rty  a t  th e  "  A n g el ”  L a r lin g , to  a d d  to  th e  m any 
o f  th a t  f irs t w eek.

T h e  seco n d  w eek  in v o lv ed  th e  C o m p a n y  in  realistic 
d ig g in g  w h ic h  d o es  n o t o f te n  fall to  th e  T e rrito r ia l 
so ld ie r, b u t  w as tak e n  in  th e  r ig h t  s p ir i t  a n d  en joyed  by 
all. A  sp ecia l m e n tio n  h e re  to  S g t. S m ith  w h o se  A nti- 
T a n k  P la to o n  w e re  c o n g ra tu la te d  o n  th e i r  digging. 
C o n g ra tu la tio n s  a lso  to  S g ts . K a v a n a g h  a n d  S lack  on 
th e i r  p ro m o tio n  p r io r  to  c am p . N o t m u c h  rem ain s  to 
b e  d o n e  to  o u r  D rill  H a ll n o w  to  m ak e  it th e  b est, not 
o n ly  in  th e  B a tta lio n  b u t  p ro b a b ly  in  th e  c o u n try , and 
to  th is  e n d  w o rk s  w ill soon  b e  b e g u n . S p ec ia l features 
in  m in d  a re  th e  A n t i -T a n k  a n d  M o rta r  P u f f  ran g e  and 
th e  c a n te e n  b a r. N o  d o u b t  w h e n  th e  l a t te r  is finished 
a la rg e  p a rty  w ith  su ita b le  e n te r ta in m e n t w ill b e  organ- 
ised  to  c e le b ra te  th e  e v en t.

A s w e go  to  p re s s  w e  give a n o th e r  b ig  w e lco m e  to  all 
m e m b e rs  o f  “  C  ”  C o m p a n y  w h o  a re  n o w  finally  w ith  us 
a t H o rn se y . T h e s e  k een  m e n  a re  a lre a d y  m ak in g  an 
im p a c t  o n  o u r  a tte n d a n c e s  a n d  d r ill  s ta n d a rd s  an d  wit 
th e m  w e look  fo rw a rd  to  o u r  f u tu re  role.

H o rn se y  b o y s  s in ce  N a p o le o n  h av e  b e e n  read y  for 
an v  e v en t a n d  c h a n g es  h av e  n o t  d e te r re d  th e m  n o r  will 
th e y  in  th e  fu tu re . W e  aw a it o u r  n ew  ro le  eagerly  w ith  a 
fine C o m p a n y  w h ich  d o e s  e v e ry  c re d it  to  its  illustrious 
an ces to rs . A d v a n c e  th e  H o rn se y  V o lu n tee rs !

“ B ”  CO M PANY

I t  is w ith  a  g re a t  d ea l o f  sad n ess  th a t  th e  w r i te r  pens 
th ese  n o tes , w h ic h  m ay  w ell p ro v e  to  b e  th e  last sub­
m it te d  b y  a M id d le sex  C o m p a n y  fro m  th e  E alin g  JJrl 
H a ll A  C o m p a n y  fro m  th e  M id d le sex  T .A . o r  V olun
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tee rs  h as  se rv ed  a t C h u rc h fie ld  R oad  fo r n e a rly  100 
years, b u t  in  th e  rec e n tly  a n n o u n c ed  re -o rg a n isa tio n  th e  
E aling  D r ill  H a ll w ill b e  c losed , a n d  th e  “  B ” C o m p a n y  
m em b ers  w ill c o n tin u e  th e ir  T .A . ca ree rs  in  o th e r  D rill 
H alls  as T .A .V .R . I, I I  o r  I I I  v o lu n tee rs .

D e sp ite  th e  u n c e rta in tie s  co n c e rn in g  th e  fu tu re  w e 
w ere a ll d e te rm in e d  to  m ak e  o u r  las t C a m p  as “  B ” 
C o m p a n y  a m em o rab le  one , an d  looked  fo rw a rd  eagerly  
to  o u r  tw o  w eeks a t  S ta n fo rd  P .T .A . In  o rd e r  to  p ro v id e  
a d e q u a te  n u m b e rs  fo r  g ood  tra in in g  w e c o m b in e d  w ith  
“ D  ”  C o m p a n y  fro m  H o u n s lo w  to  fo rm  N o . 2 C am p  
C o m p an y . M a jo r  H e n sh a w  co m m a n d e d  th e  co m p o site  
C o m p an y  w ith  C a p t. R ic h a rd s  as 2 IC  a n d  C .S .M . 
V asey a n d  C .Q .M .S . R ea fro m  “  D  ” C o m p a n y  as
C .S .M . a n d  C .Q .M .S . resp ec tiv e ly . T h e  am alg am atio n

From le ft to r ig h t:  C p l. S u lliv a n , L jC p l.  W oodall, Ptes. 
B eavan  a n d  H a m m o n d  resting between practice a t the  

R ifle  M eeting

w orked w ell a n d  w e w e re  ab le  to  ren ew  o u r  frien d sh ip s  
w ith  th e  H o u n s lo w  lads b e fo re  d o in g  b a ttle  d u r in g  th e  
seco n d  w eek  w ith  N o . 1 C am p  C o m p an y .

T h e  f irs t w eek  w as sp e n t in  e x e rc isin g  as a jo in t  
C o m p an y  p r io r  to  th e  sch em e . B y th e  m id d le  w eekend  
we w ere  a ll m u c h  f itte r  a n d  rea d y  to  face  th e  fray  
(p articu larly  th e  N .C .O .s  w h o  h ad  b een  p u t  th ro u g h  it 
by th e  R .S .M .).

T h e  se co n d  w eek w as en tire ly  d ev o ted  to  a ru n n in g  
b a ttle  ag a in s t N o . 1 C o m p a n y  a n d  as, fo r  m o st o f  us, 
it w as th e  lo n g est sc h em e  w e h ad  ev e r u n d e rta k e n , w e 
en te red  in to  it w ith  m isg iv in g s . H o w ev er, th e  schem e 
was a g rea t su ccess  a n d  th e  C o m p a n y  cam e th ro u g h  w ith  
flying co lo u rs . A t th e  co n c lu s io n  o f  th e  exercise  it was 
u n an im o u s ly  a g reed  b y  th e  O .C . to  m arch  back  in to  
cam p a n d  a v e ry  t ire d , ra th e r  d irty , b u t  v ery  h ap p y  
C o m pany  d id  j u s t  th a t  to  p ro v e  to  them selves  th a t  a 
fo u r-d ay  exercise  is all in a d a y ’s w ork .

O n  o u r  r e tu rn  fro m  C a m p  w e se ttle d  d o w n  to  a rra n g ­
ing o u r  tra in in g  fo r  th e  n e x t few  m o n th s  p r io r  to  re ­
o rgan isa tion . W e  w ill a ll b e  d isa p p o in te d  to  sever o u r 
links w ith  C h u rc h fie ld  R oad  b u t  a re  n e v e rth e le ss  looking  
fo rw ard  to  a ssu m in g  o u r  ro les (new ) in  th e  refo rm ed
T .A .
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In  co n c lu s io n  d o u b le  c o n g ra tu la tio n s  a re  d u e  to  C ap t. 
M a rg a n d , f irstly  o n  h is  p ro m o tio n  an d  seco n d ly  o n  th e  
b ir th  o f  h is  th ird  son . C o n g ra tu la tio n s  also to  C p l. 
T o m k in s  o n  th e  b i r th  o f  h is  th ird  d a u g h te r  m ak in g  six  
in  all.

“ C ”  CO M PANY

T h e se  n o te s  in  a w ay  rep re s e n t  a sad  occasion  in  th e  
B a tta lio n ’s h is to ry  as  th ese  w ill b e  th e  las t D ie -H a rd  
n o tes  th a t  w ill co m e fro m  th e  E nfie ld  D rill  H a ll in  th e  
fo reseeab le  fu tu re .

I t  w as d ec id ed  a t C a m p  th is  year, th a t  in  v iew  o f  th e  
n u m b e rs  in vo lved , a n d  th e  fac t th a t  a lm o s t a ll th e  
m em b ers  o f  th e  C o m p a n y  w ere  h o p in g  to  b e  a c cep ted  
fo r th e  n ew  A .V .R . I I  C o m p a n y  in A p ril  o f  n e x t  year, 
to  co m b in e  w ith  “  A  ”  C o m p a n y  a t H o rn sey . T h is  was 
n o t  to  say  th a t  d u r in g  th e  last six  m o n th s  “ C  ”  C o m ­
p a n y  h ave  b een  h av in g  an  id le  tim e . O n  th e  c o n tra ry  
th ey  h a d  a v e ry  ac tive  t ra in in g  p e rio d  u p  to  a n d  in c lu d in g  
C am p  w ith  a field  fir in g  a t C o lc h e ste r  o n  a  v ery  w et 
w eek en d  a n d  tw'o R an g e  w eek en d s a t P u rfle e t, a t  least 
one  o f  w h ich  w as wre t as w ell.

O n e  h ig h  sp o t w as th e  In te rn a l S e c u rity  w eek en d  at 
S ta n fo rd  P .T .A . o n  M a rc h  12/13 w h e n  th e  C o m p a n y  
m ad e  u p  a fu ll P la to o n  fo r  a field  exercise . T h e  e n em y  
w ere  f ro m  th e  W a lth a m  X  cad ets  (w h o  p ro v id e d  th e  
a rm e d  enem y) a n d  20 o r  so  R o v er S co u ts, p a r t  o f  th e  
B arn ica l H o sp ita l C rew , Gilw’ell P ark , w h o  w ere  th e  
crow d, r io ts , b o lsh i p o p u lace  o r  w h a t h ave  y o u  o f  th e  
area. T h e  C o m p a n y  called  in  to  q u e ll th e  r io t a t W est 
T o ffs  V illage w ere  m e t w ith  a hail o f  h a lf-b ric k s  (w ho le  
b rick s  b e in g  co n s id e red  u n -sc o u t-lik e )  w h ich  re su lte d  in  
tw o  b ru ise d  legs a n d  th re e  b ru ise d  stee l h e lm e ts  w ith  
th re e  sp in n in g  h ead s  inside . F ro m  th a t  t im e  o n  th e  
C o m p an y  h ad  a v e ry  aggressive a p p ro a c h  to  all m a tte rs  
co n n ec ted  w ith  sco u tin g . T h e  re m a in d e r  o f  th e  S a tu rd a y  
wras tak en  u p  w ith  n ig h t  p a tro llin g  an d  casu a lty  (exces­
sive) d isposal.

D u r in g  th e  n ig h t  th e  P la to o n  C o m m a n d e r , L t. 
M u irh e a d , w ith  th e  a ssistance  o f  C p l. S m ith , m an ag ed  
to  ge t h im se lf  c a p tu re d  in  h is o w n  P la to o n  p o s itio n . 
T h e  w r ite r  does n o t know’ w h a t ac tu a lly  h a p p e n e d  at 
th is  p o in t, b e in g  in  b e d  a t th e  tim e , b u t  h e  d id  h e a r  so m e  
very  u n p lea sa n t language  w’h ich  w as ce rta in ly  las t h e a rd  
b y  B aden  Pow ell a t M afek in g . O n  L t.  M u irh e a d ’s 
r e tu rn  h e  w as th e  m o st aggressive  o f  th e  lot.

T h e  S u n d a y  s ta r te d  w ith  a r iv e r  c ro ss in g  a n d  d aw n  
a ttack  fo llow ed  by  ro ad  b locks a n d  se a rc h in g  o f  vehicles 
a n d  p erso n s. A p a r t f ro m  b e in g  g o o d  fu n  th is  w eek en d  
w as co n sid e red , th a n k s  to  th e  co m p le te ly  fre sh  a p p ro a c h  
b y  th e  enem y, to  b e  one  o f  th e  b es t in s tru c tio n a l w eek­
e n d s w’e h ave  h ad  fo r  a lo n g  tim e.

A t C a m p  w e c o m b in ed  w ith  “  A  ”  C o m p a n y  an d  
p ro v id e d  all th e  Rifle P la to o n  j u n io r  N .C .O .s . T h is  w as 
o f  g rea t b en e fit to  th e  co m b in e d  C o m p a n y  as  a w ho le , 
p a rticu la rly  in  th e  seco n d  w eek a n d  m ad e  th e  w h o le  
C o m p an y  click.

W e m an ag ed  to  co llec t tw o  p riz e s  a t  th e  B a tta lio n  
R ifle m ee tin g  d u r in g  th e  m id d le  w eek en d  a t  C a m p , 
n am ely : L .M .G . P a irs , L t. M u irh e a d  a n d  C a p t. R o b e r t­
so n ; a n d  O fficers C u p , L t. M u irh e a d .

I t  w as sad  to  c lose th e  E nfie ld  D rill  H a ll a fte r  so  m an y
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y e a rs  o f  fa ith fu l se rv ic e  to  v a rio u s  B a tta lio n s  o f  th e  
M id d le se x  R e g im e n t b u t  th e  reaso n s h a v e  b e e n  rec o g ­
n ise d  a n d  a c ce p te d  b y  all m em b e rs  as  th e  o n ly  c o u rse  
o p en .

“ D ”  C O M P A N Y

T h e  C o m p a n y  h a s  p ro sp e re d  s in c e  th e  la s t e d itio n  o f 
th e s e  n o te s , th e  o n ly  d isa p p o in tin g  fa c to r  b e in g  th e  
a b sen c e  o f  re c ru its  d u e  to  th e  u n c e r ta in ty  o v e r  r e ­
o rg an isa tio n . M o s t  o f  th e s e  d o u b ts  h av e  n o w  b e e n  
reso lv ed . E co n o m y  is  b o u n d  to  b r in g  its  d ifficu lties, 
b u t  b e a rin g  in  m in d  th e  c h ro n ic  sh o rta g e s  of, fo r  
ex a m p le , a m m u n itio n  a n d  rad io  e q u ip m e n t o v e r th e  
las t few  y e a rs  w h ich  h av e  d ev e lo p e d  th e  T .A . s  in itia tiv e , 
in v en tiv en e ss  a n d  im p ro v isa tio n , th e re  sh o u ld  b e  n o  
in su p e ra b le  p ro b le m s. H o u n s lo w  h as  b e e n  lu ck y  in 
th e  re -o rg a n isa tio n  an d  is to  f in d  one  C o m p a n y  o f  th e
A .V .R . I l l  B a tta lio n  b ased  o n  E d g w are . W e h av e  b e e n  
a s su re d  th a t  th e re  w ill b e  a f lood  o f  tra n s fe rs  f ro m  o th e r  
less f o r tu n a te  u n its  to  b o o s t o u r  ra th e r  d e p le te d  n u m b e rs .  
U n le s s  th e  b a r  p ro fits  a re  re fe rre d  to  th e  P ric e s  a n d  
In co m e s  B o ard  w e feel c o n fid e n t o f  su rv iv a l.

T h e r e  w e re  sev era l sh o o tin g  w eek en d s  p r io r  to  c am p , 
in c lu d in g  th e  u su a l field firing . W e  m an a g e d  to  fin d  a 
ran g e  o f o u r  o w n  ju s t  off th e  m ain  ran g es , u se d  fo r  th e  
B a tta lio n  C lassifica tion , a n d  c o n se q u e n tly  e v e ry th in g  
w e n t v e ry  sm o o th ly  a n d  w e f in ish ed  in  goo d  tim e  w ith  
so m e  sco res  th a t  w e re  goo d  e n o u g h  to  su rp r ise  so m e  o f

th e  f ire rs  a n d  lead  th e  p o w e rs  th a t  b e  to  th e  conclusion 
th a t  th e re  m u s t  h av e  b e e n  c o llu s io n  b e tw e en  th e  bu tts  
a n d  f ir in g  p o in t. I t  w as a  g re a t  h e lp  to  h av e  th e  Cadets 
f ro m  a n  a ffilia ted  u n i t  c a rry in g  o u t  th e  ran g e  duties 
u n d e r  th e  fa th e rly  s u p e rv is io n  o f S g t. W a rd .

C a m p  w e n t w ell fo r  th e  C o m p a n y , a lth o u g h  u n ­
fo rtu n a te ly , d u e  to  sh o rta g e  o f n u m b e rs , w e h ad  to 
co m b in e  w ith  “  B ”  C o m p a n y  fo r  th e  15 days. T he 
fo u r-d a y  s c h em e  w as o n e  o f  th e  lo n g es t th a t  most 
C o m p a n y  m e m b e rs  h a d  ev e r b e e n  in v o lv ed  in  b u t, to 
g ive  all c re d it  to  th e  d i re c tin g  staff, it w as m ad e  most 
in te re s t in g  w ith in  th e  ra th e r  a rtific ia l l im its  im p o sed  by 
th e  t ra in in g  a reas . T h e  T ra in in g  M a jo r  ex p ressed  great 
in te re s t  in  th e  n ew  b re n  tre n c h  in v e n te d  b y  P te . Crane 
w h ic h  w as l ik en ed  to  a  c ro ss  b e tw e en  a d o u b le  b ed  and 
a b ird  b a th . L /C p l.  L o n g  h a d  th e  m is fo rtu n e  to  have 
on e  o f  S ta n fo rd ’s d e re lic t b u ild in g s  co llap se  o n  him , 
ru m o u rs  o f  a f ra c tu re d  sk u ll, tw o  b ro k e n  legs, th e n  one 
b ro k e n  leg , rap id ly  sp re a d  b u t  he  h a d  a lu ck y  escape 
a n d  w as, as it tu rn e d  o u t ,  on ly  b a d ly  b ru ise d , being 
b ack  in  th e  field  w ith in  a few  d ay s. P ro b a b ly  h is  greates 
h a rd s h ip  w as b e in g  in tro d u c e d  to  a h o s t o f  v isit‘"® 
G e n e ra ls  as  “  th e  m a n  th e  ro o f fell o n ,”  th ro u g h o u t 
s e co n d  w eek.

D u r in g  th e  d a y tim e  d e fe n c e  ex erc ise  o u r  Brigade 
T r a in in g  C o lo n e l to ld  th e  C o m p a n y  C o m m a n d e r  tna 
h is  tac tic s  w e re  50 y ea rs  o u t  o f d a te  a n d  th a t  t  er 
sh o u ld  h av e  b e e n  o n e  o r  tw o  O .P .s ,  as o p p o se d  o
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w h o le  C o m p a n y , m a n n in g  th e  tre n c h e s  (w ho  w ere  d o in g  
it espec ia lly  fo r  h is  ben e fit) . H e  sa id  th e  b u lk  o f  th e  
C o m p a n y  s h o u ld  h ave  b e e n  as leep  in  th e  h e d g e  an d  for 
o n ce  a se n io r  o fficer’s v iew s w ere  w h o le h e arted ly  
en d o rse d  b y  th e  C o m p an y .

W e  h av e  h e ld  tw o  su ccessfu l C h eese  an d  W in e  p a rties  
fo r  th e  lad ies  a n d  to o k  u p  o u r  u su a l q u o ta  o f  tick e ts  fo r  
th e  R oyal T o u rn a m e n t .  T h a t  w ell tr ie d  am a te u r  
c a te r in g  firm  o f  R ea  a n d  W a rd  a tte n d e d  to  all th e  
a rra n g e m e n ts  w ith  th e  u su a l ex cellen t resu lts .

D u r in g  th is  p e rio d  th e  C o m p a n y  h as  su ffe red  (or 
po ssib ly  b en e fited  fro m ) a sh o rtag e  o f  officers. L t. 
H a m ilto n  has  j u s t  c o m p le te d  a to u r  o f  d u ty  w ith  th e
B .B .C . cam era  c rew  in  V ie tn a m  a n d  w as ab le  to  rela te  
his e x p e rien ces , i llu s tra te d  b y  so m e  o f h is  o w n  film , 
w h e n  h e  re tu rn e d .

A s u su a l w e w o n  th e  B a tta lio n  R ifle M e e tin g  h e ld  
th is  y ea r, b y  sp ecia l req u e s t o f  C /S g t. R ea, o n  th e  m id d le  
S a tu rd a y  o f  C am p . T h e  R ifle M a tc h  e lu d e d  u s  th is  
y ea r b u t  a n  o v e rw h e lm in g  v ic to ry  in  th e  C h in a  C u p  
C o m p e ti tio n  m o re  th a n  m ad e  u p  fo r  th is . C p l. Lee, 
a fte r  sev era l y ea rs  as ru n n e r -u p ,  w as th e  b e s t sh o t in  th e  
B atta lio n  a n d  S g t. Y o u n g  ag a in  to o k  th e  S e rg ean ts  C u p . 
S gt. Y o u n g  a n d  C p l. D illo n  re tu rn e d  o n e  o f  th e  b est 
ev e r sco res  o n  th e  b re n  d u r in g  th e  C h in a  C u p  shoo t.

A lth o u g h  th e re  m ay  w ell be  c h an g es  in  th e  sen io r  
p e rso n n e l o f  th e  C o m p an y , w h o  h av e  b e e n  m ain ly  
resp o n s ib le  fo r  th e  successes o f  th e  las t few  years, on  
re -o rg a n isa tio n , w e  a re  co n fid en t th a t  “ D  ”  C o m p a n y ’s 
o w n  p a r t ic u la r  s p ir i t  w ill su rv ive.

S E R G E A N T S ’ M E S S

A n n u a l C am p , th e  h ig h lig h t o f  th e  year, has, o nce  
again  co m e a n d  g o n e  leav in g  us w ith  p lea sa n t th o u g h ts  
o f  o u r  tw o  w eeks in  B odney . W e, as a M ess, w ere  well 
rep re se n te d  w ith  o n ly  fo u r  o f  o u r  m em b e rs  b e in g  u n ab le  
to  a tte n d . W e w e re  fed  a n d  w a te red  w ell, S g ts. T r in d a ll  
a n d  P r ic e  (A .C .C .)  w o rk in g  lo n g  a n d  a rd u o u s  h o u rs  
looking  a f te r  o u r  n eed s  w ith  g rea t care . T h is  o p p o rtu n ity  
m u st n o t  b e  m issed  o f  th a n k in g  S g t. P rice , a reg u la r  
so ld ie r, w h o  to o k  tw o  w eeks leave to  m in is te r  to  
o u r  rav e n o u s  a p p e tite s .

T w o  social e v en ts  w h ic h  cau sed  m an y  a th ic k  h ead  
w ere th e  O fficers’ n ig h t  a n d  a social fo r  th e  C orp o rals . 
F o r th e  C o rp o ra ls ’ ev e n in g  th e  P .M .C . an d  e n te r ta in ­
m en ts  c o m m itte e  (“  D  ”  C o m p a n y  m em b e rs )  p ro d u ce d  
o u t o f  th e  h a t  an  ex cellen t y o u n g  p o p  g ro u p  w h ich  set 
the  C o rp o ra ls  a lig h t a n d  som e o f  o u r  m o re  e ld e rly  and  
sedate  g e n tle m e n  s to n e  deaf. T h e  u su a l in d o o r sp o rts

fo llow ed a n d  w ere  ab ly  c o n tro lle d , if  th a t  is th e  r ig h t  
w ord , b y  S g t. W ard . T h e  C o rp o ra ls  w on  th e  tu g  o f  w a r 
in  sp ite  o f  o u r  effo rts  to  lash  th e  ro p e  to  th e  p ian o  an d  
even , a t one  s tag e , to  th e  ra fters .

S om e v is ito rs  o n  th is  o ccasion  w ere S /N .C .O .s  f ro m  
R .A .F . F e ltw ell. E v e n  th o u g h  th e y  d id  a p p e a r  a  trifle  
p e r tu rb e d  b y  so m e  o f  o u r  m o re  ro b u s t  g am es a n d  songs 
i t  w o u ld  seem  th a t  th ey  en jo y ed  th em se lv e s ; w e h o p e  
so  as th is  w as a “  r e tu rn  ”  v isit a f te r  th e i r  m o s t k in d  
in v ita tio n  fo r  u s  to  u se  th e i r  v e ry  w ell a p p o in te d  M ess. 
T h o s e  o f  us w h o  v is ite d  F e ltw ell c e rta in ly  saw  h o w  th e  
o th e r  h a lf  live a n d  h a d  a m o s t en jo y ab le  even ing .

T h e  m o rn in g  a fte r  th e  C o rp o ra ls ’ ev en in g  w as in d ee d  
a m o rn in g  a fte r  fo r  so m e  peo p le . T h e  C o rp o ra ls  en jo y ed  
a p leasan t (?) h a lf  h o u r  u n d e r  W .O .2  W a rn e r , th e  
S e rg ean ts  a p ro fitab le  p e rio d  u n d e r  C .S .M . V asey, 
w h ile  th e  re m a in d e r  o f  th e  B a tta lio n  acco m p a n ie d  th e  
R .S .M . o n  a  to u r  o f  c am p . T h e re  a re  th o se  am o n g  us 
w ho w ould  p re fe r  to  fo rg e t th e  w h o le  a ffa ir b u t  o th e rs , 
w ith  a tw isted  sen se  o f  h u m o u r , s till  ta lk  o f  th e  p l ig h t  
o f  ce rta in  m o re  u n fo rtu n a te s  u n u se d  to  co b w eb  d rill.

T h e  H o n o ra ry  C o lone l, M a jo r-G e n e ra l  B. P . H u g h e s ,
C .B ., C .B .E ., v isited  u s  a t  cam p  a n d  w e to o k  th e  o p p o r ­
tu n ity  o f  re q u e s tin g  th a t  h e  d id  u s  th e  h o n o u r  o f  s it tin g  
w ith  us fo r  th e  M ess  p h o to g ra p h . A  n o tab le  o ccasion  
fo r  us all as th is  c am p  is th e  las t a t w h ic h  th e  B a tta lio n  
w ill a p p e a r  o n  its  p re s e n t  fo o tin g .

O n  th e  S u n d a y  p r io r  to  c am p  we h e ld  a  c u rry  lu n ch  
in  th e  M ess a t E d g w are . T h is  w as g rea tly  en jo y ed  b y  
all w h o  a tte n d e d , in c lu d in g  th e  w ives a n d  g irl frie n d s  
a n d  th e  seem in g ly  th o u sa n d s  o f c h ild ren . W .O .2  B anks 
as u su a l c o n tr ib u te d  in  n o  sm all d eg ree  to  th e  success 
o f  th is  ev e n t b y  p ro v id in g  a f irst-c lass m ea l fo r  u s . 
S g t. F ran c is  looked  a fte r  th e  c h ild re n ’s lu n c h  a n d  th is  
ap p e a re d  to  go dow n w ell as  n o t  m an y  c h ild re n  seem ed  
to  b e  co v e red  in  ice  c ream  o r  je lly  a fte rw a rd s , a n d  th e  
p la te s  a n d  tab le s  w ere  b a re  o f  rem a in s . W .O .2  W a rn e r  
h a d  a h ila rio u s  tim e  sh o w in g  th e  c h ild re n ’s film s w ith  
o n e  h a n d  w h ilst h o ld in g  th e  p ro je c to r  to g e th e r  w ith  th e  
o th e r . “  W h ip p e r  ”  S ills  e n d e d  u p  b y  b e in g  th e  m o st 
u n p o p u la r  m a n  o f  th e  day , w a lk in g  off w ith  b o th  raffle 
p riz e s— a m a g n u m  o f  c h a m p ag n e  a n d  a la rg e  b a sk e t o f 
f ru i t— b o th  o f  w h ich  w ere  b ig g er th a n  h im .

By th e  n ex t t im e  th e  n e x t n o tes  a re  w r i tte n  w e sha ll 
b e  w ell on  th e  w ay  to w a rd s  o u r  reo rg a n isa tio n . A lth o u g h  
m an y  tea rs  h av e  b e e n  sh ed , a n d  o p in io n s  v o iced , w e 
sh a ll in  th e  m a in  so ld ie r  o n  as ever.

F in a lly  w e all w ish  o u r  C o m m a n d in g  O fficer a sp e ed y  
recovery  a fte r  h is  m o st u n fo r tu n a te  a c c id e n t w h ils t  a t  
cam p.

H a ve  y o u  p la c e d  a reg u la r  o rder 

fo r  a  c o p y  o f  th e  J O U R N A L ?

W h y  n o t  d o  s o  n o w  ?



fjke fò ie  -^Marcii

By Appointment to i Her Majesty The Qneen

Hatters

T r a d i t i o n  i n  t h e  m o d e r n  m a n n e r

H. J .  are well known to all regiments as 
m akers of fine Service caps, but not every­
one m ay know that we also offer a  range 
of quality soft felt hats. In fact, we are 
very proud of our “ softs” , and for many 
years they have been the choice of discern­
ing gentlemen who like to feel as correctly 
—ye t com fortably—dressed off parade as on. 
We supply hats to suit every occasion and 
taste. Why not call and see the full range ? 
Or write for an illustrated brochure.

□ » » » » » » » » » » » » » » » » » » a

*  H .  J .  O F F  P A R A D E  f

□ » » » » » » » » » » » » » • ^  

R E G I M E N T A L  C A P M A K E R S

T O :

THE MIDDLESEX 
REGIMENT

Dual-purpose hat, in brown, green or grey. Style 6153

(BOND STREET) LTD.

Civil and Military Hatters

A  Y 40a LONDON RD., CAMBERLEY (Wednesday afternoons only)

38 N E W  B O N D  ST ., L O N D O N , W .l. T el: M A Y fa ir7 l77
H J  IS t  6       :-------------------------------

Discover 
Bacardi rum 
for yourself!
THE (7 0° PROOF)
SPIRIT OF ADVENTURE

Bacardi and the Bat device are the
registered trade marks of Bacardi & Company Ltd.
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H O M E  C O U N T I E S  B R I G A D E  D E P O T

N O T E S

T h is  is so m e w h a t an  au sp ic io u s  occasion , fo r  th ese  
n o tes , to g e th e r  w ith  m an y  o th e rs  f ro m  d e ta c h m en ts  
se rv in g  aw ay  fro m  th e  R e g im en t, a re  a p p e a r in g  fo r  th e  
las t t im e , an d , as su ch , m ark  th e  p ass in g  o f  a n  e ra . 
F o r, c o m e  D e c e m b e r  31, 1966, w e a re  to  w itn ess  th e  
m o s t n o ta b le  e v e n t s in ce  1959, th a t  b e in g  th e  fo rm a tio n  
o f  T h e  Q u e e n ’s R e g im e n t. T h is ,  n a tu ra lly , w ill b rin g  
all f o u r  R eg im e n ts  fa r  c lo se r to g e th e r  a n d  w ill lead  to  a 
g re a te r  e co n o m y  o f  effo rt in  all sp h e res , n o t least in  th e  
w r i tin g  o f  “  B rig ad e  D e p o t N o te s .”  H o w ev er, fo r  th o se  
rea d e rs  w h o  in ev itab ly  w ill n o t  fin d  “  H o m e  C o u n tie s  
B rig ad e  D e p o t N o te s ”  in  th e  n e x t e d itio n  o f  T h e  D ie-  
H a rd s  m ay  w e su g g e st th a t  w e look in  th e  lis t  o f  c o n ­
te n ts  u n d e r  “  4 th  B a tta lio n  N ew s f ro m  th e  R eg im en ta l 
D e p o t ”  in  th e  “  T a il  E n d  C h a r lie — D ie h a rd  C o lu m n .” 
Suffice it to  say  th a t  a t  th e  D e p o t o n e  o b v io u sly  sees 
fa r  m o re  o f  th e  o th e r  R e g im en ts  th a n  an y w h ere  else an d  
a t  th is  ju n c tu re ,  in  tre p id a tio n  o f  accu sa tio n s  o f  o v e r­
to le ran c e  o r  p r id e , w e w o u ld  m ak e  tw o  p o in ts . F irs tly , 
h av in g  se rv e d  w ith  m an y  o th e r  m em b e rs  o f  th e  o th e r  
th re e  R e g im e n ts  w e w o u ld  say  th a t  w e a re  d e lig h ted  to  
jo in  th e m  in  T h e  Q u e e n ’s, an d , seco n d ly , in  th e  lig h t o f  
su c h  c o m m e n ts  as  “  W h o ’s b rin g in g  u p  th e  re a r  ”  m ay  
w e a d d  th a t  w e a re  p ro u d  to  b e  th e  4 th  B atta lio n . A fte r  
all, n o  m a t te r  w h a t th e  m ilita ry  o p e ra tio n  m ay  be , a 
c o m m a n d e r  w ill alw ays call u p o n  th o se  m o st re sp o n sib le  
to  “  b r in g  u p  th e  rea r  ” !

O v e r  th e  p a s t  s ix  m o n th s  C a n te rb u ry  has b een  th e  
scene  o f  m an y  c h an g es  th e  e n d  p ro d u c t  o f  w 'hich, it is 
h o p ed , has b e e n  fe lt b y  all fo u r  R eg im en ts . W e speak  
p r im a rily  o f  th e  e x p an sio n  o f  th e  re c ru it tra in in g  
sy llab u s  f ro m  te n  to  14 w eeks in  o rd e r  th a t  all P la toon  
w eap o n s m ay  be  ta u g h t,  a n d  in d ee d  to  a h ig h e r  s ta n d a rd  
o f  p ro fic ien cy . T h e  d ifficu lt tra n s itio n  s tag e  has  now- 
been  p a sse d  a n d  T ra in in g  C o m p a n y  is se ttlin g  d o w n  in to  
its s tr id e  o n ce  aga in . T h e  n ew  sy s tem  has its  d raw ­
backs, n a tu ra lly , s in ce  it im p o ses  a fa r  g rea te r  s tra in  o n  
th e  in s tru c to rs .  A s p ro o f  o f  th is  w e o ffer a p h o to g ra p h  
o f C p ls . C la rk e  a n d  T e r ry  d u r in g  a p e rio d  o f relaxa tion! 
T h e  ex tra  fo u r  w eeks o f  tra in in g  a re  n o w  d ev o ted  to  a 
Battle  C a m p , w h ich , a t th e  tim e  o f  g o ing  to  p ress , w ill be  
he ld  a t  S ta n fo rd  in  c o n ju n c tio n  w ith  th e  R oyal A ng lian  
R eg im en ta l D e p o t.

T h is ,  h o w ev er, is to  b e  su cceed ed  b y  a n  In fa n try  
B attle  C a m p  fo r all B rig ad e  a n d  R eg im en ta l D e p o ts  at 
O t te rb u rn  to w a rd s  th e  m id d le  o f  1967, b u t  S ta n fo rd  is 
d esig n ed  on ly  as an  in te r im  m easu re  u n til  th e  la rg e r 
co n cern  a t  O t te rb u rn  b eco m es o p e ra tio n a l a n d  it does, 
in fact, ach ieve  th is  a im  m o st successfu lly . I n  th e  final 
analysis i t  is h o p e d  th a t  th e  a ll- ro u n d  s ta n d a rd  o f  rec ru its  
jo in in g  th e  B a tta lio n s  w ill h ave  r ise n  c o n sid e rab ly  by  
v irtu e  o f  th is  in creased  le n g th  o f  tra in in g .

C e rem o n ia lly , th e  g rea te s t ev e n t has  b e e n  th e  v isit o f

“ . . . a  f a r  greater stra in  on the instructors ”

H e r  M ajes ty  Q u e e n  Ju lia n a  o f  th e  N e th e rla n d s , C o lo n e l-  
in -C h ie f , T h e  R oyal S u ssex  R e g im e n t, in  J u n e . H e r  
M ajesty ' h ad  com e to  E n g la n d  o n  a th re e -d a y  p r iv a te  v isit 
b u t  sh e  g rac io u sly  accep ted  a n  in v ita tio n  to  e x te n d  th is  
b y  o n e  day  in  o rd e r  to  in sp e c t h e r  R e g im e n t a t  C a n te r ­
b u ry . W ith  su c h  g lo rio u s  w e a th e r C a n te rb u ry  p ro v id e d  
a p e rfe c t s e ttin g  to  th e  P a rad e  a n d  o n e  h o p e s  t h a t  sh o u ld  
a s im ila r o p p o rtu n ity  arise  to  any  o f  th e  o th e r  B atta lio n s , 
th e  B rigade D e p o t m ay  once ag a in  ac t a s  ho st.

At Home
T h e  D e p o t “  A t H o m e  ”  w as h e ld  on  Ju ly  3, a n d  o nce  

ag a in  th e  w e a th e r  w as k in d  to  a n  e v e n t w h ich  d e p e n d s  so 
m u ch  o n  a fine d ay  fo r  its success. P lan s  w ere  fa r  m o re  
a m b itio u s  th a n  in  1965 an d  a fu ll d a y ’s p ro g ra m m e  k e p t 
a c ro w d  e s tim a ted  a t b e tw een  8 ,000  a n d  10,000 v e ry  
am u sed . H ig h lig h ts  o f  th e  a fte rn o o n  w ere  d isp lay s  
g iven  b y  a m o to rcy c le  tea m  fro m  th e  R oyal A rtille ry , a 
team  o f  R .A .F . Police  d ogs a n d  th e  B and  a n d  D ru m s  o f 
th e  J u n io r  S o ld ie rs  C o m p a n y  w h o  p lay e d  in te rm itte n tly  
th ro u g h o u t th e  a fte rn o o n  a n d  c lo sed  th e  ev en in g  b y
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B e a tin g  R e tre a t .  A ll m e m b e rs  o f  th e  P e rm a n e n t  S ta ff  
w e re  d ra g g e d  o u t  o f  th e i r  u su a l S u n d a y  h a b ita ts  (i.e . th e  
p u b s ) ,  to  h e lp  w ith  th e  p ro ce e d in g s  b u t  n o t  w i th o u t  c o st. 
S g t. M c F a d y e n ,  t h e  P ro v o s t  S e rg e a n t, h a d  h e a d ac h e s  
d e c id in g  w h e re  to  p a rk  a b o u t  6 ,000  cars, 50 co ach es  an d  
h u n d r e d s  o f  w h in in g  “  to n  u p  m ac h in e s  ”  w h ils t  L t .  
M a lc o lm  D e a k in , w h o se  u n e n v ia b le  task  it w as  to  a llow  
th e  p u b l ic  to  “  C o m e  a n d  fire  th e  In fa n try  s  la te s t 
w e a p o n s ”  a n d  10 ,000 ro u n d s , s till h as  h is  h e a d ac h e !  
D r u m -M a jo r  L e w is  w'as la s t se en  a t  6 p .m . s im m e rin g  
g e n tly  in  a te m p e ra tu re  o f  7 0 °F . N o  c o m m e n ts  f ro m  
G u y a n a  v e te ra n s  p lease , fo r  th is  w as q u ite  h o t  e n o u g h  fo r 
E n g la n d ! A ll in  all i t  w as a m o s t su c ce ss fu l d ay  a n d  w e 
t r u s t  t h a t  n e x t  y e a r ’s “  A t H o m e  ”  w ill  b e  ev en  b e tte r ,s o  
b e  w a rn e d  T r a in in g  C o m p a n y , 2 IC  d e s ig n a te , w h o e v e r  
y o u  m ay  b e !

Cricket
T h is  h as  b e e n  a c ric k e t seaso n  p a r  ex cellen ce , n o te d  

m a in ly  fo r  th e  te a m ’s lack  o f  su ccess  a n d  n u m b e r  o f  
h a n g o v e rs . D e s p ite  t ra in in g  c o m m itm e n ts  th e  D e p o t 
so m e h o w  a lw ays m a n a g e d  to  field  11 p lay e rs , g e tt in g  to  
t h e  r ig h t  p lace  a t  th e  r ig h t  t im e  w ith  th e  r ig h t  k it. 
T h a n k s  fo r  th is  a re  d u e  m ain ly  to  P te . C a m p y  w ho  
m an a g e s  th e  S p o r ts  S to re  a n d  w h o  c o u ld  o f te n  b e  seen  
s ta g g e r in g  d o w n  G a rr is o n  H ill  c lu tc h in g  a n  o v ers ize  
c ric k e t b a g . A lso  a sp ecia l w o rd  o f th a n k s  to  M rs . 
C a m p y  fo r  b e in g  s u c h  a n  a rd e n t  s u p p o rte r .  P e rh a p s  th e  
tw o  m o s t  e n jo y a b le  g am es w ere  th e  less se rio u s  ones, 
th e s e  b e in g  th e  O fficers v . S e rg ea n ts  m a tc h e s . T h e  
f irs t o f  th ese  p a sse d  w ith o u t  in c id e n t  b u t  w ith  m u c h  
b e e r  a n d  a co n v in c in g  v ic to ry  fo r  th e  O fficers X I .  T h e  
s e co n d , h o w ev er, f o u n d  th e  o fficers th re a te n e d  w ith  d e fe a t 
in  th e  c lo sin g  m in u te s  a n d  w ith  on ly  o n e  w ick e t s ta n d in g , 
so , w 'hen  th e  w ick e ts  d id  ev e n tu a lly  fall t h e  C o m m a n d in g  
O fficer s u rre p ti t io u s ly  s te p p e d  in  as  twre lf th  m an , w h o , 
a lth o u g h  p e rm it te d  to  b a t  wras b y  p o e tic  ju s t ic e ,  r u n  o u t 
o n  th e  las t b a ll  o f  th e  m a tc h . A  fittin g  e n d  to  a m o s t 
en jo y ab le  c ric k e t season .

Junior Soldiers Com pany
U n fo r tu n a te ly  a t th e  tim e  o f  w r i tin g  th ese  n o tes  

J u n io r  S o ld ie rs  C o m p a n y  h a d  ju s t  s ta r te d  th e i r  su m m e r  
h o lid ay s  a n d  h av e  s in ce  v a n ish e d  to  th e  fa r  c o rn e rs  o f  th e  
e a rth , so  n o  d e ta ile d  new’s o f  th e i r  a c tiv itie s  a re  ava ilab le . 
N e v e r th e le s s , m ay  it b e  re c o rd e d  th a t  th e  B a n d  an d  
D ru m s  u n d e r  B a n d m a ste r  P ry c e  o f  th e  R o y a l S u ssex  
R e g im e n t a n d  D ru m -M a jo r  L e w is  h a v e  b e e n  
p e rfo rm in g  n o n -s to p  s in ce  th e  b e g in n in g  o f  th e  s u m m e r, 
a n d  a t  a v e ry  h ig h  s ta n d a rd . T h e  e n tire  D e p o t is  in ­
d eed  g ra te fu l to  th e m  fo r p ro v id in g  u s  w ith  D isp la y s  an d  
R e tre a ts  a t  every' a n d  any' ava ilab le  o p p o r tu n ity .

Personalia
I t  w as w ith  re g re t  th a t  w e  sa id  farew ell to  C p l. T e r ry  

a few  m o n th s  ago  b u t  in  th e  sam e  b re a th  w e  w e lco m e  
C p l. Jo n e s  to  T ra in in g  C o m p a n y  as an  In s t ru c to r .  I t  is 
ru m o u re d  th a t  C p l. Jo n e s  is a n  ac tiv e  a n d  lea d in g  lig h t 
in  11 T h e  C la n  ”  a t  th e  D e p o t,  b u t  d e sp ite  in te rro g a tio n  
th e  ex ac t a c tiv itie s  o f  th is  o rg an isa tio n  a re  k e p t  a c lose 
se c re t f ro m  th e  R e g im e n ta l R ep re se n ta tiv e !

C o n g ra tu la tio n s  to  C p l. a n d  M rs . “  N o b b y  C la rk e

o n  th e  b i r th  o f  th e i r  d a u g h te r  a t F o lk e sto n e  o n  J u ly  20, 
1966. T h is  is th e i r  t h i r d  c h ild  a n d , I  a m  to ld , th e  largest 
o f  th e  th re e . (P re su m a b ly  C p l. C la rk e  m e a n t  a t b ir th  
a n d  n o t  a t  th is  p r e s e n t  m o m e n t?)

A  m o s t  su ccess fu l C lu b  D a n c e  w as r u n  b y  th e  P e r­
m a n e n t S ta ff  C lu b  a n d  C p l. A y h v ard  a n d  h is  C o m m itte e  
v e ry  k in d ly  in v ite d  all O fficers a n d  S e rg ea n ts . U n ­
fo r tu n a te ly  th e  w r ite r  o f  th e s e  n o te s  c a n n o t rem em b er 
th e  d a te  n o r  th e  m o n th  o f  th e  p a r ty  b u t  n e ith e r  can  he 
re m e m b e r  g e tt in g  h o m e  th a t  n ig h t.

W e  a re  h a p p y  to  r e p o r t  t h a t  th e  Q u a r te rm a s te r ,  M ajo r- 
F ra n k  W a ld ro n , h as  n o w  m ad e  a c o m p le te  reco v e ry  afte r 
h is  i lln ess  e a rlie r  th is  y ea r. E x ac tly  w h a t  th e  d o c to rs  did 
to  h im  is o b sc u re  b u t  h e  is  n o w  ch e ek ie r  th a n  ever. 
M e an w h ile  h is  p a rtn e r- in -c r im e , M a jo r  F r e d  G riffiths, 
Q .M . 4  B uffs, is s ti ll  d e sp e ra te ly  t ry in g  to  g e t h is  tw o 
la rg e  g o ld en  la b ra d o rs  fit b y  ta k in g  th e m  a b o u t te n  m iles 
a d ay  o v e r  th e  t ra in in g  a rea . T h e  do g s a re  ce rta in ly  fit 
b u t  th e  M a jo r  is  g rad u a lly  b e c o m in g  s h o r te r  in  th e  leg!

T h e  B rig ad e  c ric k e t m a tc h e s  b ro u g h t  so m e  w elcom e 
faces  to  C a n te rb u ry  o n ce  aga in . M a jo r-G e n e ra l 
C h r is to p h e r  M a n  cam e  d o w n  w ith  h is  A .D .C .,  C apt. 
P e te r  G y b b o n -M o n e y p e n n e y  a n d  o n  th e  sam e  d ay  we 
also  saw  L t .-C o l.  P e te r  P e a rc e  G o u ld  a n d  M a jo r  P at 
W o llo c o m b e . L t .  J im  H a w k in s  w as a lso  se en  w an d er­
in g  a ro u n d  H o w e  B arrack s in  th e  in te rm in a b le  search 
fo r h is  b lack  S c o ttie  d u r in g  a sp e ll o f  h is  c o p io u s  free 
tim e  aw ay  fro m  th e  In fa n try  J u n io r  L e a d e rs  B a tta lio n  at 
O s w e s try ! T o  all, w e  h av e  e n d e av o u re d  to  e x te n d  a 
w a rm  w e lco m e  a n d  w e s in ce re ly  h o p e  t h a t  th e y  a n d  m any  
o th e rs  w ill ca ll in  ag a in  in  th e  n o t  to o  d is ta n t  fu tu re .

A n d  so  th e  tim e  h as  c o m e  to  c lose  o n ce  a g a in , w ith  our 
b e s t  w ish es  to  th e  1st B a tta lio n  o n  th e i r  r e tu r n  from  
G u y a n a . W e  h o p e  th a t  a few  m e m b e rs  w ill b e  ab le  to 
sp a re  t h e  t im e  to  v isit u s  a t  C an te rb u ry '— all a re  w elcom e.
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Major T. R. Condron
T h o m a s  R o b e r t  C o n d ro n  d ied  su d d e n ly  a t  B exhill- 

on-Sea, S u ssex , o n  A p ril  4 , 1966, aged  57.
A t th e  o u tb re a k  o f  th e  1939-45 W a r  h e  p assed  fo r 

tra in in g  a t  a n  O .C .T .U . th ro u g h  th e  A rtis ts  R ifles b u t ,  
as h e  w as s lig h tly  o v er age fo r  th e  In fa n try , h e  w as n o t 
then  ac ce p te d . In s te a d  h e  w as e m p lo y ed  as a c iv ilian  
in th e  offices o f  th e  W a r  C a b in e t (A llied  S u p p lie s  
E xecutive  S e c tio n ) fro m  ea rly  1940 u n til  M a rc h  1942, 
w hen th e  age lim it fo r  th e  In fan try ' w as ra ised  an d  h e  left 
W hiteha ll to  jo in  th e  A rm y .

D u rin g  th e  n e x t 12 m o n th s  h e  c o m p le te d  h is re c ru its ’, 
p re -O .C .T .U . a n d  O .C .T .U . tra in in g , a fte r  w h ic h  h e  
was co m m iss io n ed  in to  th e  R e g im en t.

H e  jo in e d  th e  i /7 th  B a tta lio n  th e n  in  S ic ily  an d  
re tu rn ed  to  th e  U .K . w ith  th e  B a tta lio n  in  1944 in  
p rep a ra tio n  fo r  “ D  ” D ay . O n  th e  d isb a n d m e n t o f  
S u p p o rt G ro u p s , h o w ev er, h e  left th e  i /7 th  an d  re ­
tu rn ed  to  C .M .F .

F ro m  1944 to  1947 h e  h e ld  v a rio u s  s ta ff  a p p o in tm e n ts  
in C .M .F . f in ish in g  u p  as a D .A .A .G . a t  G .H .Q .,  w h ere  
he w as re sp o n s ib le , in ter  a lia , fo r  th e  rep a tr ia tio n  o f  
Poles to  P o la n d .

H e w as re leased , w ith  th e  h o n o rary ' ran k  o f  M ajo r, 
no N o v e m b e r  20, 1948.

In  M a rc h  1952 h e  re jo in ed  th e  A rm y  b y  o b ta in in g  a 
Short S e rv ice  R e g u la r  c o m m issio n  in  th e  R e g im e n t an d  
was p o s te d  to  B .A .O .R . as a S ta ff  C a p ta in  a t H .Q . 
Lubeck  D is tr ic t.

H e  tra n s fe r re d  to  th e  R oyal A rm y  P ay  C o rp s  in  1953 
and se rv ed  w ith  th a t  C o rp s  in  E g y p t, C y p ru s  an d  th e  
U nited  K in g d o m  u n til  i9 6 0  w h e n  h e  finally  re tire d .

M ajo r R . W . J . S m ith  re p re se n te d  th e  R e g im e n t a t 
the fu n era l, w h ic h  to o k  p lace  a t  E a s tb o u rn e  C re m a to riu m  
on A p ril 13, 1966.

Major H. S. Em ery, M.C.
As re p o r te d  in  th e  R egim en ta l N ew sle tter  o f  July', 1966, 

Sidney E m e ry  d ied  o n  M a y  2 , 1966.
A t th e  o u tb re a k  o f  th e  1914-18 W a r  h e  e n lis te d  in to  

the 5 th  B a tta lio n  T h e  N o r th  S ta ffo rd sh ire  R eg im en t, 
ar>d in  M a rc h , 1915, h e  w as co m m issio n ed  in to  o u r  18th 
(Service) B a tta lio n , b e in g  tra n s fe r re d  to  th e  19th 
(Service) B a tta lio n  a m o n th  la te r.

H e serv ed  overseas fro m  M a y  1, 1916, u n til  h e  was 
dem obilised in  A p ril, 1919. D u r in g  th a t  tim e  h e  was 
M entioned  in  D e sp a tc h e s  tw ice— in  N o v e m b e r, 1917» 
and in Ja n u a ry , 1918. In  J u n e , 1918, h e  w as aw ard ed  
the M ilita ry  C ro ss , a n d  a b a r  to  th e  M ilita ry  C ross in 
S eptem ber, 1918.

H e w as reca lled  a t  th e  o u tb re a k  o f  th e  19 3 9 -4 5  M a r 
and p o s ted  to  th e  M a ch in e  G u n  T ra in in g  C e n tre , M ill 
Hill.

In  A u g u s t, 1943, h e  w as a p p o in te d  A rm y  W elfare  
Officer fo r  S to k e -o n -T re n t  (S o u th ) , S to n e  an d  D is tr ic t,

an d  h e ld  th is  a p p o in tm e n t u n til  he  w as released  on  
S e p tem b e r  30, 1949.

A fte r  th e  1914-18 W a r  h e  fo u n d e d  th e  firm  o f  W . an d
H . S . E m e ry  C o . L td .,  B u ild e rs ’ M e rc h a n ts ,  a n d  w as a 
d ire c to r  o f  th e  firm  fro m  its  in c o rp o ra tio n  u n til  h is  d e a th .

ex-C.S.M. W. T. Sperry, M .C. (L/12975 and 6188666)
B y th e  d e a th  o f  Bill S p e rry  th e  R e g im e n t h as  lo st o n e  

o f  its  m o s t likeable  a n d  co lo u rfu l c h a ra c te rs , w h o  was 
w ell k n o w n  to  all w h o  se rv e d  w ith  h im .

W illiam  T h o m a s  Sperry7 wras b o m  o n  J u ly  24 , 1891, 
an d  e n lis ted  in to  th e  R e g im e n t o n  F eb ru ary 7 16, 1910. 
A fte r  c o m p le tin g  h is  re c ru it  tra in in g  h e  w as p o s te d  to  th e  
1 s t  B a tta lio n  in  In d ia , la te r  m o v in g  to  A d e n . A  sm a rt, 
y o u n g  so ld ie r  he  w as soon  g iven  h is  f irst s tr ip e . H e  w as 
p ro m o te d  to  C o rp o ra l in  S e p tem b e r, 1913.

S a ilin g  fro m  A d en  o n  D e c e m b e r  15, 1913, h e  w as o n e  
o f  th e  N .C .O .s  to  v o lu n te e r  to  c o n tin u e  fo re ig n  serv ice, 
jo in in g  th e  2 n d  B a tta lio n  a t M a lta  a few  d ay s b e fo re  
C h ris tm a s  th a t  year.

S o o n  a fte r  th e  o u tb re a k  o f  th e  1914-18 W a r  h e  left 
w ith  th e  B atta lio n  fo r  se rv ice  w ith  th e  B .E .F . in  F ra n ce , 
an d  h ad  h is b a p tism  o f  fire  a t  N e u v e  E g lise  o n  N o v e m b e r  
17,1914. S h o r tly  a fte rw a rd s  h e  w as p ro m o te d  to  
S e rg ean t. H e  rem a in e d  w 'ith th e  B a tta lio n  w h ils t it 
w'as tak in g  su c h  an  ac tiv e  p a r t  in  th e  f ig h tin g  in  F ra n ce  
a n d  F la n d e rs  in  th e  n e x t tw o  a n d  a h a lf  y ears . D u r in g  
th a t  t im e  n o t  on ly  w as h e  p ro m o te d  to  w a r ra n t  ran k  b u t  
h e  a lso  b u ilt  u p  a rep u ta tio n  as a very' goo d  tre n c h  
w arfare  so ld ier.

F o r  h is g a llan try  a n d  d is tin g u ish e d  c o n d u c t  a t  th e  
b a tt le  fo r  th e  v illage o f  H e u d e c o u r t  o n  M a rc h  30, 1917, 
he  w as aw a rd e d  th e  M ilita ry  C ross. S h o r tly  a fte rw a rd s  
h e  w'as se lec ted  fo r a res t p e rio d  a n d  w as p o s te d  to  th e  
6 th  (R eserve) B a tta lio n  a t C h a th a m , w h ic h  h e  jo in e d  o n  
A lb u h e ra  D ay , 1917.

A fte r  th e  w a r h e  w as p o s te d  to  th e  1st B a tta lio n , th e n  
re fo rm in g  a t C lip s to n e  C am p , N o tts . ,  b e fo re  m o v in g  to  
its  f irst p o s t-w a r  s ta tio n  a t M ilto n  B arrack s, G ra v e sen d . 
H e  serv ed  w 'ith th e  B atta lio n  in  th e  A rm y  o f  O c c u p a tio n  
o n  th e  R h in e  a n d  in  U p p e r  S ilesia , w h e re  i t  fo rm e d  p a r t  
o f  th e  P leb isc ite  F orce.

In  N o v em b er, 1921, h e  w as p o s te d  to  th e  2 n d  
B atta lio n , th e n  s ta tio n e d  in  S in g a p o re , a n d  rem a in e d  
w ith  th e  B atta lio n  o n  fo re ig n  serv ice  u n til  J u n e , 1926, 
w h e n  he  w as p o s te d  to  th e  D e p o t S ta ff  a t M ill H ill fo r  a 
tw o -y ea r  to u r  o f  d u ty  as an  in s tru c to r .  H e  re jo in ed  th e  
2 n d  B atta lio n  a t  A h m ed n ag ar, In d ia , in  F e b ru a ry , 1928, 
a n d  m o v ed  w ith  it to  M a d ra s  in  D e c e m b e r  th a t  year. 
F ive m o n th s  la te r  he  sailed  fo r  E n g la n d  a n d  to o k  h is  
d isch a rg e  o n  M a y  17, 1929-

A fte r  h is  d isch arg e  he  to o k  u p  em ploy-m ent in  th e  
L o n d o n  P ark s, b u t  th is  d id  n o t s to p  h im  fro m  b e in g  a 
reg u la r  v isito r  to  th e  D e p o t S e rg ea n ts ’ M ess.

I lln ess  d u r in g  th e  las t y ea rs  o f  h is  life  s to p p e d  h im
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f ro m  k e e p in g  in  as  c lo se  to u c h  w ith  th e  R e g im e n t as he  
w o u ld  h a v e  lik ed . H e  b o re  h is  lo n g  illn ess  w ith  g rea t 
c o u ra g e  a n d  re m a in e d  c h e e rfu l, a lth o u g h  in  sev ere  p a in .

H e  d ie d  o n  A u g u s t  16, 1966, a n d  w as c re m a te d  a t  S t. 
P a n c ra s  a n d  I s l in g to n  C re m a to riu m , o n  A u g u s t  24.

C o l. F . W a ld e n , w h o  h a d  k n o w n  Bill S p e r ry  v e ry  w ell 
in d e e d  s in ce  1919, re p re s e n te d  th e  R e g im e n t o n  th e  sad  
o ccas io n  o f  th is  b rav e , o ld  “  D ie -H a rd ’s ”  fu n e ra l.

ex-Col. Sgt. W . J. Wigginton (L/10206 and 6188426)
B o m  in  O c to b e r,  1886, W illia m  Jo h n  W ig g in to n  

e n lis te d  in to  th e  R e g im e n t o n  M a y  9 , i 9° 5> an<d> o n  
c o m p le tio n  o f  h is  re c ru it  t ra in in g , h e  sa iled  f ro m  S o u th ­
a m p to n  o n  D e c e m b e r  28 th e  sam e  y e a r  to  jo in  th e  1st 
B a tta lio n , th e n  s ta t io n e d  in  B u rm a  a t  M e ik tila .

A s a L a n c e -C o rp o ra l  h e  w as o n  p a ra d e  w h e n  n ew  
C o lo u rs  w e re  p re s e n te d  to  th e  B a tta lio n  a t  A llah ab ad  
in  M a rc h , 1908. T h r e e  y e a rs  la te r  h e  w as p ro m o te d  
C o rp o ra l  a n d  o n  M a y  30, 1913, w ith  p ro m o tio n  in  m in d , 
h e  e x te n d e d  h is  R e g u la r  e n g a g em e n t to  c o m p le te  12 
y e a rs  w ith  th e  C o lo u rs . A t th a t  t im e  h e  w as in  “  F  ” 
C o m p a n y  s ta t io n e d  a t  S te am e r  P o in t,  A d en .

O n  th e  o u tb re a k  o f  th e  1914-18 W a r  h e  w e n t as  a 
S e rg e a n t  w ith  th e  B a tta lio n  to  jo in  th e  B .E .F . a n d  w as 
o n ly  a  s h o r t  t im e  in  th e  th e a tre  o f  o p e ra tio n s  b e fo re  h e  
w a s  w o u n d e d  d u r in g  so m e  h eav y  sh e llin g  o n  th e  n ig h t  o f 
S e p te m b e r  8 /9 , 1914, a n d  ev acu a ted .

A f te r  th e  w a r  h e  w as p o s te d  to  th e  2 n d  B a tta lio n  th e n  
a b o u t  to  c o n tin u e  its  fo re ig n  to u r  w h ic h  h a d  b e e n  in ­
te r r u p te d  b y  th e  w ar. W h ils t  in  S in g a p o re  h e  w as 
p r o m o te d  to  C o lo u r -S e rg e a n t  o n  J a n u a ry  10, 1923. 
T w o  y e a rs  la te r  h e  w as in v a lid ed  h o m e  a n d  o n ce  ag a in  
jo in e d  th e  1st B a tta lio n . H e  o n ly  re m a in e d  w ith  th e  
B a tta lio n  fo r  a  few  m o n th s , h o w ev er, b e fo re  h e  w as 
d isc h a rg ed  to  p en s io n .

H e  w as a  p o p u la r  N .C .O . a n d  w as h e ld  in  h ig h  reg a rd  
b y  h is  c o m ra d e s  a n d  officers a like . H e  w as a b illia rd s  
p la y e r  o f  so m e  re p u te .

H e  d ied  a t  th e  e n d  o f  J u ly  a n d  th e  fu n e ra l  to o k  p lace  
a t  N o r th  L u ffe n h a m , O a k h a m , R u tla n d , w h e re  h e  h a d  
liv e d  fo r  so m e  y ea rs , o n  A u g u s t  2 . T h e  n ew s o f  h is  
d e a th  u n fo r tu n a te ly  d id  n o t  re a c h  R e g im e n ta l H e a d ­
q u a r te rs  in  tim e  to  e n a b le  a re p re se n ta tiv e  to  a tte n d  
th e  fu n e ra l o f  th is  loyal, o ld  “  D ie -H a rd .”

ex-Sgt. M aster Cook S. G. Searson, M .S.M . (F/1444)
S y d n e y  G e o rg e  S e a rso n , w h o  w as b o rn  o n  J a n u a ry  29, 

1890, w as o n e  o f  th e  ea rly  re c ru its  o f  th e  n e w ly -fo rm e d  
17 th  (1 st F o o tb a ll)  B a tta lio n  ra ised  b y  th e  la te  R ig h t  
H o n o u ra b le  W . Jo v n so n -H ic k s , m .p . H e  e n lis te d  o n  
J a n u a ry  23, 1915, a n d  w e n t w ith  th e  B a tta lio n  to  F ra n ce  
in  N o v e m b e r  th a t  year.

H e  w as la te r  p o s te d  to  th e  2 3 rd  (2 n d  F o o tb a ll)  
B a tta lio n , w h e re  h e  g a in e d  a  r e p u ta tio n  fo r  h a v in g  o n e  
o f  th e  fin est s q u a d s  o f  R e g im e n ta l cooks in  th e  B .E .F . 
H is  se rv ices  to  th is  B a tta lio n  w ere  reco g n ised  b y  th e  
aw ard  o f  th e  M e ri to r io u s  S e rv ice  M ed al.

A fte r  h is  d em o b ilisa tio n  in  J u ly , I 9 i 9> h e  b e c am e  one  
o f  th e  o rig in a l m em b e rs  o f  th e  F e llo w sh ip  o f  th e
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S erv ices  L td .,  n o w  k n o w n  as  “  T h e  F e llo w sh ip .” 
H e  e v e n tu a lly  b e c am e  a T r u s te e  o f  T h e  Fellow ship 
a n d  w as so  u p  to  th e  tim e  o f  h is  d e a th .

H e  d ie d  o n  F e b ru a ry  15, 1966, a n d  w as b u r ie d  in 
F u lh a m  O ld  C e m e te ry .

A t  th e  fu n e ra l  th e  R e g im e n t w as r e p re s e n te d  b y  M r. 
J . F . S te a d  (L /1 6 5 2 6 ) , w h o  w as fo r  m an y  years a 
p e rso n a l f r ie n d  o f  th e  d eceased , as w ell as b e in g  a 
fellow  “  D ie -H a rd .”

ex-Sgt. W. H. H agger (L/12800 and 6188635)

W illia m  H e n ry  H a g g e r , w h o  se rv e d  in  th e  Regim ent 
u n d e r  th e  n a m e  o f  C o o k , w as b o rn  o n  M a y  10, 1893.

H e  o rig in a lly  jo in e d  th e  6 th  (R eserv e ) B atta lio n  at 
M ill  H il l  o n  S e p te m b e r  4 , 1909, a n d , o n  tak in g  on a 
R e g u la r  en g a g em e n t, h e  w as p o s te d  to  th e  4 th  Battalion, 
th e n  s ta t io n e d  a t  A ld e rsh o t .  A f te r  th e  B a tta lio n  m oved 
to  D e v o n p o r t  h e  w as a p p o in te d  a L a n c e -C o rp o ra l  and, 
w h e n  w a r b ro k e  o u t  in  1914 h e  w e n t  w ith  th e  Battalion 
to  jo in  th e  B .E .F . H e  w as p re s e n t  a t  th e  B attle  of 
M o n s , w h e re  h e  w as tak e n  a p r is o n e r  o f  w ar.

H e  w as d isc h a rg e d  o n  th e  te rm in a tio n  o f  12 years’ 
c o lo u r  se rv ic e  o n  D e c e m b e r  12, I 92 I > a n d  th e n  assum ed 
th e  s u rn a m e  o f  H a g g e r.

A t th e  o u tb re a k  o f  th e  1939-45 W a r  h e  jo in e d  the
A .R .P . se rv ices , tra n s fe r r in g  to  th e  H o m e  G u a rd  when 
th a t  fo rce  w as fo rm e d  in  M ay , 1940- H e  serv ed  as a 
S e rg ea n t w ith  3 3 rd  B a tta lio n  M id d le sex  H o m e  G uard  
u n t i l  h e  w as d isc h a rg ed  as m ed ic a lly  u n f it  o n  F ebruary  
16, 1943-

H e  h a d  b e e n  a p a tie n t  in  h o sp ita l o n  m an y  occasions 
d u r in g  th e  la s t te n  y e a rs  b e fo re  h e  d ied  o n  M arch  4> 
1966. U n fo r tu n a te ly  th e  n ew s  o f  h is  d e a th  d id  not 
rea c h  R e g im e n ta l H e a d q u a r te r s  in  tim e  to  en ab le  the 
R e g im e n t to  b e  re p re s e n te d  a t h is  fu n era l.

ex-Sgt. C. R eed (L/10397 and 6193081)

C h r is to p h e r  R eed  w as b o rn  o n  Ja n u a ry  25, 1887, and 
e n lis te d  in to  th e  M id d le se x  R e g im e n t o n  A u g u s t 14. 
1905.

O n  th e  te rm in a tio n  o f  h is  re g u la r  e n g a g em e n t he was 
tra n s fe r r e d  to  th e  A rm y  R ese rv e , b u t  w as reca lled  to  the 
C o lo u rs  a t  th e  o u tb re a k  o f  th e  1914-18 W a r, jo in in g  the 
1 s t B a tta lio n  a t  W o o lw ich . H e  w e n t w ith  th e  Battalion 
to  F ra n c e  a n d  w as la te r  in v a lid ed  h o m e . H e  w as dis­
c h a rg e d  in  M a rc h , 1920, b u t  la te r  th a t  y e a r  h e  enlisted 
fo r  fo u r  y ea rs  in  th e  1st C lass  A rm y  R ese rv e .

In  N o v e m b e r, 1926, tw o  y e a rs  a fte r  c o m p le tin g  his 
R e se rv e  se rv ice , h e  e n lis te d  in to  th e  T e r r i to r ia l  Army 
a n d  w as p o s te d  to  P rin c e ss  L o u ise ’s K ensington  
R e g im e n t, w ith  w h ic h  u n i t  he  se rv ed  fo r  12 years before 
ta k in g  h is  d isc h a rg e  in  N o v e m b e r, 1938.

I n  c iv ilian  life  h e  w as a p o s tm a n  a n d  fo r h is  loya 
se rv ices  as su ch , h e  w as a w a rd e d  th e  m ed a l o f t e 
Im p e r ia l  S e rv ice  O rd e r .

H e  d ied  o n  J a n u a ry  23, 1966, b u t ,  as n ew s o f  h is  deat 
w as n o t  rece iv ed  in  tim e , th e  R e g im e n t w as n o t repre­
se n te d  a t h is  fu n era l.

ex-Pte. G. W. M ills (L/10491)
G eo rg e  W illiam  M ills  w'as b o rn  a t  B a tte rsea  o n  M a y  8, 

1887, a n d  e n lis te d  in to  th e  R e g im e n t o n  S e p te m b e r  5, 
1905.

A fte r  co m p le tin g  re c ru it  a n d  field tra in in g  w’ith  th e  
4th B a tta lio n  h e  w as p o s te d  to  th e  3 rd  B a tta lio n , th e n  
on fo re ig n  serv ice. W ith  th is  B a tta lio n  h e  se rv e d  in 
Sou th  A frica , C h in a , th e  S tra i ts  S e ttle m e n ts  an d  In d ia .

In  1912, w h e n  th e re  w ere  m o v es to  red u c e  th e  a rm ed  
forces, h e  e le c ted  to  b e  “  t ra n s fe r re d  to  th e  A rm y  
R eserve w ith  h is  c o n sen t b e fo re  th e  e x p ira tio n  o f  h is 
A rm y S e rv ic e .”  S a ilin g  in  H .T .  D ongola  tw o  days 
after C h ris tm a s , 1912, h e  left th e  C o lo u rs  o n  Ja n u a ry  13, 
1913, f ro m  G o sp o rt.

O n  th e  o u tb re a k  o f  th e  1914-18 W a r  he  w as reca lled  
to th e  C o lo u rs  a n d  w e n t to  F ra n ce  w ith  th e  1st B a tta lio n . 
H e la te r  jo in e d  th e  2 n d  B a tta lio n  an d , w h ils t se rv in g  
w ith t h a t  B a tta lio n , w as w o u n d e d  in  th e  le ft leg . O n  
recovering  f ro m  h is  w o u n d s  in  F ra n ce  h e  w as p o s te d  to  
the 6 th  B a tta lio n  in  J u ly , 1917 an d , a few  days la te r, he  
was t ra n s fe r re d  to  th e  L a b o u r  C e n tre  o f  th e  A rm y  
Service C o rp s .

H e  w as finally  d isc h a rg ed  o n  M a rc h  31, 1920, w ith  an 
E xem plary  c h a ra c te r  a n d  a ce rtifica te  o f a p p re c ia tio n  
from  th e  G .O .C . 6 7 th  D iv isio n .

D u r in g  th e  1939-45 W a r  h e  w as w ith  th e  A .R .P . 
service.

H e  d ied  o n  A p ril  28, 1966, a n d  w as b u r ie d  a t 
W a n d sw o rth  o n  M a y  2, 1966.

ex-Pte. A. G. Poyntz (G/41759)
In fo rm a tio n  w as rece ived  early  las t J u n e  th a t  A r th u r  

G eorge P o y n tz  h ad  d ied  a t h is  h o m e  in  B lacon, C h e s te r , 
at th e  age o f 70.

H e  saw  serv ice  in  F ra n ce  a n d  B elg ium  d u r in g  th e  
1914-18 W a r, w as w o u n d e d  w h ils t w ith  th e  20 th  
(Service) B a tta lio n  in  1917, an d  ev en tu a lly  d isch a rg ed  in 
1918.

F o r  te n  y ea rs  u n til  h is  re tire m e n t on  a cco u n t o f  ill- 
health  in  1956, h e  h ad  b een  e m p lo y ed  a t th e  office o f 
The Cheshire Observer.

Alw ays a k een  fo llow er o f  C h e s te r  F o o tb a ll C lu b  he 
took an  ac tiv e  in te re s t in  c rick e t, b ow ls an d  fish ing  in  h is  
younger days.

Mrs. Burrowes
T h e  d e a th  o c c u rre d , o n  J u n e  1, 1966, in  h e r  9 2 n c  
year, o f  L ilia n  C a r r  B u rro w es, o f  C h e ttle , F leet, H a n ts  
w ife o f  th e  late  L t .-C o l.  L . A . B urrow es, w ho  w a s ,  
tra n s fe rred  f ro m  th e  L in c o ln sh ire  R eg im en t as a 
C a p ta in  in  O c to b e r  1901 a n d  serv ed  w ith  th e  1st 
B a tta lio n  in  In d ia  u n til  h is  re t ire m e n t in  S e p tem b e r  
1912.

M rs. Martin
T h e  d e a th  o c c u rre d  o n  M a y  31, 1966, a t  N o r th  

W o o tto n , S h e rb o rn e , D o rse t, o f  N o ra h  S o p h ia  M a rt in  
in  h e r  90 th  year. S h e  wras  th e  w ife  o f  th e  la te  M a jo r  H . 
M . M a rtin ,  w h o  w as tra n s fe r re d  to  th e  R e g im e n t fro m  
th e  S o m erse t L ig h t  In fa n try  in  D e c e m b e r  1909 o n  p r o ­
m o tio n  to  M a jo r, a n d  se rv ed  w 'ith th e  3 rd  B a tta lio n  
in  In d ia  u n til  h is  re t ire m e n t in  J u n e  1911.

Mrs. Overell
D o ro th y  G lad y s, b e loved  wrife o f  L t .-C o l.  A . N .

O verell, o f  W illo w  C ro ft, H a m p to n  B ishop , H e re fo rd , 
d ied  o n  M a y  25, 1966.

Stop Press
A s w e go to  p ress  it is w ith  m u ch  reg re t th a t  w e h ave  

to  an n o u n c e  th e  d e a th  o f  th e  u n d e rm e n tio n e d  o ld  
“  D ie -H a rd s  ”  w h o  b o th  e n lis te d  in  1898:

e x -D ru m -M a jo r  J . G . H o lm es  (L /5 7 3 7 ), th e  last 
D ru m -M a jo r  o f  th e  3 rd  B atta lio n . 

ex -P te . G . E . F o rd  (L /5 6 3 3 ), one o f  th e  la s t o f  o u r  
S p io n  K o p  v e te ran s.

T h e ir  o b itu a rie s  w ill b e  p u b lish e d  in  th e  n e x t issue 
o f The D ie-H ards.

T h o s e  w ho  took p a r t  in  pre-w 7a r  R eg im en ta l c rick e t 
w eeks w ill be  sad to  h e a r  o f  th e  su d d e n  d e a th  in  h o sp ita l 
o f  B e rn a rd  A tk in so n , o f  H a m p s te a d , w h o  f re q u e n tly  
p lay ed  aga inst th e  R eg im en t.

L t.-C o l. J . W . A. S te p h en so n  a tte n d e d  th e  fu n e ra l on  
S e p tem b e r  8, a n d  a floral t r ib u te  wras se n t  fro m  “  H is  
C rick e tin g  F r ie n d s  o f  th e  M id d le sex  R e g im e n t.”
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F ro m : L t .-C o l .  P . L .  Pearce G ould,
H e a d q u a r te rs  E a s te r n  C o m m a n d ,

H o u n s lo w , M id d le se x .
M a y  12, 1966

T o :  T h e  E d ito r ,
T h e  D ie -H a r d s ,
T .A .  C e n tre ,
D e a n s b ro o k  R o ad ,
E d g w are , M id d le sex .
S ir ,

M ilitary M iscellany
O n  p ag e  236 o f  T h e  D ie -H a rd s  jo u rn a l  fo r  A p r i l  1966 

a n  a m u s in g  s to ry  is a t t r ib u te d  to  F ie ld -M a rs h a l  W av ell. 
T h is  s to ry  w as, in  fac t, to ld  b y  th e  F re n c h  G e n e ra l 
G o u ra u d  w h e n  h e  w as G o v e rn o r  o f  P a r is  in  th e  F irs t  
W o rld  W a r. I t  w as q u o te d  b y  F ie ld -M a rs h a l  W av ell in  
h is  b o o k  “  T h e  G o o d  S o ld ie r  ”  (p p . 93- 94) b u t  h e  w as 
c a re fu l to  id e n tify  th e  a u th o r .

I am , s ir,
Y o u r  o b e d ie n t se rv an t,

P. L . P earce  G o u ld .

F ro m : M r .  E . W . Prosser
15 C o u rte n a y  S tre e t, 

S a lco m b e,
D ev o n .

J u n e  21, 1966.
D ear  S ir ,

I  n o te  in  th e  A p ril  issue  o f  th e  J o u rn a l  th e  d e p a r tu re  
o f  P te .  H o w ell. I k n ew  P te . H o w ell, in  fac t w e w ere  
to g e th e r  a t  C h a th a m , 1914, a n d  o n  th e  sam e  d ra f t  th a t  
jo in e d  th e  2 n d  B a tta lio n  in  J a n u a ry , 1915. I lo st track  
o f  h im  a t  T o o  K e e  fa rm , t re n c h  H .Q . I  e x p ec t o n  th a t  
d a rk  n ig h t  h e  w as p o s te d  to  a n o th e r  C o m p a n y , a n d  y e t I 
h av e  a  v a g u e  id ea  th a t  h e  w as “  C  C o m p a n y  s s tre tc h e r  
b e a re r .  I f  th is  s h o u ld  b e  so  I can  o n ly  say th a t  h e  w as one 
o f  th e  b rav e s t m e n  I ’d  e v e r  seen , fo r  a t  N e u v e  C h ap e lle  
h e  w e n t o u t  n u m e ro u s  t im e s  to  b r in g  in  w o u n d e d .

M y  k in d  reg a rd s ,
Y o u rs  s in cerely ,

E . W . P r o sser .

F rom  M r . G . C . H a m ilto n
C o lo n ia l S e c re ta ria t,

H o n g  K o n g .
J u ly  10, 1966.

D ear  S i r ,
I en c lo se  30 c o p ie s  o f  a  b o o k le t w h ic h  d escrib es  the 

s in k in g  o f  th e  Lisbon M a ru ,  w h ic h  c o n ta in e d  British 
p r is o n e rs  o f  w ar, b y  a n  A m e ric a n  su b m a r in e  o n  O ctober 
1, 1942. A  n u m b e r  o f  officers a n d  m en  o f  th e  M iddlesex 
R e g im e n t, in c lu d in g  C o l. S te w a rt,  lo st th e i r  lives 
d u r in g , o r  as a r e s u lt  of, th is  in c id e n t,  a n d  yo u  m ay  wish 
to  d is t r ib u te  c o p ie s  o f  th e  b o o k le t to  su rv iv o rs  or to 
re la tiv es  o f  th o se  w h o  d ied . M a jo r -G e n e ra l  C . M . M. 
M a n  w as o n e  o f  th e  su rv iv o rs .

I can  s u p p ly  a d d it io n a l  co p ies  fo r  an y o n e  w ho is 
in te re s te d , b u t  th e  b o o k le t is n o t  b e in g  p u b lic ly  dis­
tr ib u te d  o r  so ld .

Y o u rs  fa ith fu lly ,
G . C . H am ilto n .

T h e  E d ito r ,
T h e  D ie -H a rd s.

( N o t e .— A n y o n e  w ish in g  to  h av e  a co p y  o f this 
b o o k le t s h o u ld  a p p ly  to  R eg im e n ta l H ead q u arte rs, 
D e a n sb ro o k  R o ad , E d g w are , M id d le se x — E ditor.)

F ro m : M r .  A .  W . S p a rkes .
33 N o rth w ic k  A v en u e ,

W o rceste r. 
J u ly  23, 1966.

S ir ,
I  rea d  w ith  re g re t  th e  d ec is io n  to  m erg e  th e  R egim ent 

in  a c o m b in e d  R e g im e n t a n d  s in c e re ly  h o p e  th a t  the 
n a m e  w ill s ti ll  b e  e m b o d ie d  in  th e  n ew  u n it.

I am  s u re  t h a t  an y o n e  w h o , w ith  m y se lf, le f t W oolwich 
B arrack s  in  th e  ea rly  h o u rs  o f  a n  A u g u s t  m o rn in g  in 
1914 en ro u te  to  L e  H a v re  w ill r e m e m b e r  th e  name 
“ D ie -H a rd s  ”  w ith  p r id e  a n d  a ffec tion  as w ill also the 
m an y  w h o  fo llo w ed  us.

M a y  I ag a in  ex p ress  m y  re g re t  a n d  h o p e  th a t  the 
“  D ie -H a rd s  ”  w ill n o t  b e  e n tire ly  fo rg o tte n .

S in cere ly ,
A . W . Sparkes, 

( e x -14710 “ A ”  C o m p a n y , i s t  B a tta lio n  M x. Regt.)
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O FFICERS’ CLUB D IN N ER  1966
T h e  R eg im e n ta l O fficers’ C lu b  D in n e r  w as h e ld  a t th e  

U n i te d  S e n d e e  C lu b , P all M a ll, S .W .i ,  o n  F r id a y , 
Ju ly  29, 1966.

M a jo r -G e n e ra l  C . M . M . M a n , C o lo n el o f  th e  R eg i­
m e n t,  p re s id e d , a n d  th e  g u e s ts  o f  th e  ev en in g  w ere  th e  
R ig h t R ev. a n d  R ig h t H o n . R . W . S to p fo rd , B ish o p  o f 
L o n d o n ; M a jo r -G e n e ra l  J. A . d ’A v ig d o r G o ld sm id , 
D ire c to r ,  T e r r i to r ia l  A rm y  a n d  C a d e ts ;  a n d  M r. Jo h n  
B a rte r , C h a irm a n  o f  th e  M id d le sex  A ssoc ia tion .

O th e rs  p re s e n t  w ere :
Brigadier E. E. F . Baker
Col. I. H . Battye
Col. I. R. Burrows
Col. A. S. J. de S. Clayton
Col. W . D. Ellis
Col. J . W . G . Ormiston

M ajor R. J. Leighton 
M ajor Sir A rthur Lewey 
M ajor B. H. M arciandi 
M ajor H . M arsh 
M ajor P. D. H. M arshall 
M ajor A. E. M cM anus

Col. R. D . Sherbrooke-W alker M ajor C. H . Mieville 
Col. W. A. Stew art M ajor F . J. M illard
Col. F. W alden M ajor B. St. G . A. Reed
Lt.-C ol. T . W . C hattey M ajor H . Sherwood
Lt.-C ol. C. N . C layden M ajor R. W . J. Sm ith
Lt.-C ol. G . L . Fox M ajor M . P. W eedon
Lt.-Col. A. R. Joyce Capt. S. R. Bonnamy
Lt.-Col. T . L . M arks T h e  Rev. Ralph Brown, R.A.CH.D.
L t.-C ol. F . de R. M organ C apt. D. K. Cattell
Lt.-C ol. P. L . Pearce G ould Capt. M. J. S. Doran
Lt.-Col. W . L . R oberts Capt. S. L . Enthoven
Lt.-Col. D . E. Simpson Capt. J . S. C. Flavell
Lt.-Col. J. R. B. W orton Capt. P. J. Gybbon-M onypenny
M ajor M . J. Beaumont Capt. A. R. K. Hardcastle
M ajor. P. G . V. Bellers Capt. W. E. Hughes
M ajor R. M . Cain Capt. T . D . Jones
M ajor H . E. Couch Capt. P. J. T . Lane
Alajor J. E . Dobbs Capt. K. D . M urray
M ajor J. W . Doyle Capt. P . F. M urray
M ajor H . J. Evans Capt. R. C. Pitman
M ajor M . E. Girling C apt. A. W. Ramsay
M ajor J. D. G unnell Capt. W. R. Tomkinson
M ajor J. A. H am ilton Lt. D. W. Adkins
M ajor H . K. Hardcastle Lt. R. T . D outhet
M ajor G . H artley L t. E. C. Graham
M ajor S. L . J. Henshaw  Lt. J. C. J. Grobel
M ajor E . L . Heywood Lt. M . L . M uirhead
M ajor E . A. H . Jeffcoat L t. R. G . Vaisey
M ajor C. L . Lawrence L t. P. A. M . W alden

B efore  th e  L o y al T o a s t  th e  C o lonel o f th e  R eg im en t 
read  o u t  th e  fo llow ing  te le g ra m  w h ich  h a d  b een  sen t to  
H e r  M a je s ty  T h e  Q u e e n :

“ T h e  O fficers o f  th e  M id d le sex  R e g im e n t (D u k e  of 
C a m b rid g e ’s O w n ) d in in g  a t th e  U n ite d  Serv ice  C lu b , 
Pall M a ll, o n  2 9 th  Ju ly , 1966, p re se n t th e ir  h u m b le  
d u ty  a n d  loyal g ree tin g s  to  H e r  M ajes ty  T h e  Q u e e n .” 

an d  th e  fo llow ing  rep ly  w h ich  H e r  M ajes ty  w as g rac i­
ou sly  p leased  to  h ave  se n t:

“  P lease  convey  to  th e  O fficers o f  th e  M id d lesex  
R e g im e n t th e  s in ce re  th a n k s  o f  T h e  Q u een  for th e ir  
k in d  m essag e  o f  loyal g ree tin g s  w h ich  H e r  M ajesty  
g rea tly  a p p re c ia te s .”

B efore  th e  to as t “  T h e  R e g im e n t,”  w as p ro p o sed , 
th e  C o lo n el o f  th e  R e g im e n t read  o u t  th e  follow ing 
te leg ram  fro m  th e  1st B atta lion  in  G u y a n a :

“  G re e tin g s  f ro m  C o m m a n d in g  O fficer a n d  Officers 
o f th e  F ir s t  B a tta lio n  to  y o u  all d in in g  to n ig h t (.) 
th e  B a tta lio n  is in  ex cellen t sp ir its  h e re  in S o u th  
A m erica  as w e  h o p e  yo u  a re  to o  (.) w e look fo rw ard  
to  o u r  r e tu rn  b u t  m u s t a d m it to  en jo y in g  th e  su n sh in e

calypso  m u sic  a n d  th e  en d le ss  o p p o rtu n itie s  fo r  
e x p lo rin g  th is  m ag n ificen t a n d  in te re s tin g  c o u n try  (.) 
w e se n d  o u r  b e s t w ish es  to  y o u  all a n d  h o p e  th a t  you  
have en joyed  y o u r  d in n e r  (.) i f  an y o n e  w an ts  a 
co ck n ey -sp eak in g  g ree n  A m a z o n  p a rro t  le t u s  k n o w .” 
T e leg ra m s reg re ttin g  th e i r  ab sen ce  a n d  se n d in g  b est 

w ishes fo r  a p lea sa n t e v e n in g  w ere  a lso  rece iv ed  fro m  
C ol. R ex W alle r  a n d  L t .-C o l.  P e te r  H all.

n th  (SERVICE) BA TTALIO N  O FFICERS’ 
LUNCH EO N

A lth o u g h  n o w  g rea tly  red u c e d  in  n u m b e rs  it  is 
in sp ir in g  to  know  th a t  th e  a n n u a l lu n ch e o n  o f  th e  
officers o f  th e  n t h  (S erv ice) B a tta lio n , w h ic h  was 
raised  in  A u g u s t 1914, as p a r t  o f  th e  12th D iv isio n  o f  
K itc h e n e r’s F irs t  A rm y , still co n tin u es .

T h is  y ea r th e  lu n ch e o n  w as h e ld  o n  A lb u h e ra  D ay  
a t  th e  C o n n a u g h t R oom s, L o n d o n , a n d  w as a tte n d e d  
b y  th e  fo llow ing  five officers:

Lt.-Col. H. A. M aynard, M.C., T .D . (in the Chair)
Capt. and A djutant H . L . M acllwaine 
Capt. R. C. Sheen
Capt. S. R. W ilkins, M.C. (from  Toronto)
L t. D . M cD onald

T h e ir  o p tim ism  is su c h  th a t  th ey  h av e  a rra n g e d  
a n o th e r  lu n ch e o n  fo r n e x t vear.

GO LF

Regim ental Spring Meeting
O w in g  to  th e  w ea th er, w h ich  p u t  th e  c o u rse  a t  th e  

N o r th  H a n ts  G o lf  C lu b  o u t  o f  p lay , th e  ab o v e  M e etin g , 
a rra n g e d  fo r S a tu rd a y  a n d  S u n d a y , A p ril  16 a n d  17, 
1966, h a d  to  b e  cancelled .

Regim ental Autumn Meeting
T h e  A u tu m n  M e e tin g  th is  y ea r w as ag a in  h e ld , by  

k in d  p e rm iss io n  o f th e  N o r th  H a n ts  G o lf  C lu b , a t F lee t 
o n  W ed n esd ay , S e p te m b e r  14.

O w in g  to  las t m in u te  can ce lla tio n s  o n  a c co u n t o f 
sickness th e  entry- lis t w as red u c e d  to  fo u r  o n ly , w h ich  
m u st be  th e  low est o n  reco rd . N ev e r th e le ss  th o se  w ho  
to o k  p a rt th o ro u g h ly  en joyed  a v e ry  p lea sa n t d a y ’s g o lf  
in  q u ite  reaso n ab le  co n d itio n s.

T h e  resu lts  o f  th e  v a rio u s  c o m p e titio n s  w e re :

Singles M edal Competition (18 holes) 
Scratch and Handicap

Gross H 'c a p  N e t
C ap t. R . D . L a th am  (w in n er,

sc ra tch ) . . . . . . 85 14 17
L t.-C o l. C . N . C lay d en  (w in n er,

h an d icap  an d  H o r to n  c u p ) . .  97 18 79
L t.-C o l. T .  W . C h a tte y  97  12 85
M a jo r H . K . H a rd c a stle  (d iv o t)  . .  n o  24  86



3  72 Ĵhe JJarch

Gross
1/3 rd

H 'c a p  N e t
29 6 23
30 5 25
36 8 28
35 4 31

H idden Holes Competition

L t.-C o l .  C . X .  C la v d e n  (w in n e r ) .  . 
C a p t .  R . D .  L a th a m  
M a jo r  H . K . H a rd c a s t le  
L t .- C o l .  T .  W . C h a tte y

Stableford Competition
P o in ts

L t.-C o l .  C . N .  C la y d e n  a n d  C a p t.  R . D .
L a th a m  (w in n e rs . J a y  C u p )  3 1

L t .-C o l .  T .  W . C h a tte y  a n d  M a jo r  H .  K .
H a rd c a s t le  - • - • • • 3°
A t  th e  c o n c lu s io n  o f  th is  sm all M e e tin g  w e w e re  

d e lig h te d  to  h av e  th e  y o u n g e s t a n d  sm a lle s t R e g im e n ta l 
s p e c ta to r .  M a s te r  H o w a rd  C la y d e n . w h o  is h im s e lf  a 
k een  a n d  p ro m is in g  g o lfe r, to  g ive  aw ay  th e  p rizes .

H o m e  C o u n t ie s  B r i g a d e  M e e t i n g ,  1966

T h is  M e e tin g , w h ic h  w as h e ld  a t  T a n d r id g e  G olf 
C lu b  o n  W e d n e sd a y , M a y  11, 1966, w as n o t  a la rg e  one, 
d u e  to  th re e  o f  o u r  fo u r  re g u la r  B a tta lio n s  b e in g  abroad , 
b u t  20  p lay e rs  to o k  p a rt.

O n ly  tw o  R e g im e n ta l re p re se n ta tiv e s  w e re  ab le  to 
p lay  a n d  th e i r  sc o re s  in  th e  v a rio u s  c o m p e titio n s  were 
a s  fo llo w s:

S ing les M e d a l on H and icap
N e t  Score Placing

M a jo r  C . W . S u m m e rs  . .  74 7*h
C a p t.  R . D . L a th a m  . .  . .  84  13th

F oursom es S ta b le fo rd  B ogey  (Greensome)
Score against

B ogey  Placing
M a jo r  C . W . S u m m e rs  a n d  ~1 30  4 th
C a p t.  R . D .  L a th a m  . .  S

DO N’T F O R G E T -

N o v  em ber 12
Annual Reunion

F R E E  J O U R N A L S

T h e  E d i to r  w ish e s  to  th a n k  th e  fo llo w in g  readers 
fo r  th e i r  g e n e ro s ity  in  p a y in g  ex tra  s u b sc r ip tio n s  so th at 
f re e  c o p ie s  o f  T h e  D ie -H a rd s  c an  b e  se n t  to  deserv ing  
O ld  C o m ra d e s :  M a jo r  F . J .  N u n n ,  M r .  E . F u lle r , M r. 
W . K n ig h t  a n d  W .O .2  E . S te w a rd .

Do the clothes 
make the man?
Gieves say theirs certainly can. And everything that 
bears their label, whether it's hand-tailored, ready-to- 
wear, plain clothes or uniform, bears them out. This 
sports jacket for instance: cut from top quality tweed, 
priced from £12.10.0.— and looking elegantly tough.

G i e v e s

Regimental Tailors and Outfitters to the 
Home Counties Brigade

1  High Street, Cam beriey Tel. 3659 
27  Old Bond S tre e t  London, W .1 TeL H YD e P a rk  2276/9

Portsm outh Edinburgh Plym outh Chatham Weymouth C hester Bath  
Southampton H arrow Dartmouth C ranw ell W inchester B rockavutrst 
C am bridge {A. G . A 'm o n d ' Londonderry G ibraltar M alta

T H E

B ranch

Ealing

H ong  K o n g

H o rn sey  a n d  
E nfie ld

H ounslow

M ill H i l l . .

P o r tsm o u th  an d  
G o sp o rt

U x bridge

2/7 th  B a tta lio n  .

9th  B atta lio n

1 2 th 'B a tta lio n  
H o m e  G u a rd

B andsm en  an d  
D ru m m e rs
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R E G I M E N T A L  A S S O C I A T I O N
H eadquarters:  D ea n sb ro o k  R oad , E d g w are , M id d lesex .

President: M a jo r-G e n e ra l C . M . M . M an , o .b .e ., m .C.

C hairm an:  C ol. W . D . E llis , o .b .e ., t .d ., a .d .c ., d .l .

V ice-C ha irm an:  C ol. I. R . B u rro w s, o .b .e .

Secre ta ry:  C o l. F . W alden , d .l .

B R A N C H E S

H on. Secretary

M r. A . S m ith  {temp.),
T .A . C e n tre ,

C h u rc h fie ld  R oad ,
E a lin g , W .13 .

C a p t. W . G . A. C ru m ley
H .Q . R oyal H o n g  K o n g  D e ­

fen ce  F o rce,
B .F .P .O . 1.

M r. A . F ish e r ,
4  W in d e b ro o k  G re e n , 

B racknell, Berks.

M r. J . C astree ,
20 H e ld m a n  C lose,

H e a th  R oad ,
H o u n s lo w , M id d lesex .

M r. E . C . C o lebeck ,
B e lm o n t, C h ilto n  R oad, 

E d g w are , M id d lesex .

C a p t. C . H . K e n n e tt,
63 T h e  D ale ,

W id ley ,
P o r tsm o u th , H a n ts .

M r .  J . R . B ell, m .b .e . ,

127 L e y b o u m e  R oad , 
H illin g d o n , M id d le sex .

M a jo r  R . E . R o b o th am , M .c ., t .d ., 
39 C y p ru s  A venue ,

F in ch ley , N .3 .

M r .  R . T .  M e ers ,
87 T u d o r  C o u r t ,

S o u th  W em b ley , M id d le sex .

C a p t. S. R . B onnam y,
3 C la re m o n t R oad ,

E alin g , W .1 3 .

M r. A . R . D ra n e ,
11 Jo h n  D e e  H o u se ,

M o rtlak e , S .W .14 .

M eetings 

M o n th ly , o n  2 n d  F rid ay .

A n n u ally , d u r in g  th e  3 rd  
w eek in  Jan u ary .

Q u arte rly , u su a lly  o n  a 
W ednesday .

M onth ly ', o n  2 n d  F rid ay .

M o n th ly , o n  las t S a tu rd ay .

M o n th ly , o n  2 n d  F rid ay .

F o u r  p e r  year, a t i rre g u la r  
in te rv a ls , p lu s  a n  an n u a l 
d in n er.

Y early , o n  1st F r id a y  in  
O c to b e r.

M o n th ly , o n  las t T h u rsd ay .

T w o  p e r  year, o n  1st F r id a y  
in  M a y  a n d  N o v em b er.

M o n th ly , o n  1st S a tu rd ay .

Place

T .A . C e n tre ,
C h u rc h fie ld  R oad ,

E alin g , W .13 .

R .H .K .D .F .  V o lu n tee r
C e n tre , 

Q u e e n 's  R o ad , C e n tra l, 
H o n g  K o n g .

T .A . C en tre ,
P r io ry  R oad ,

H o rn se y , N .8 .

T .A . C e n tre ,
H a n w o rth  R oad ,

H o u n s lo w , M id d lesex .

T .A . C e n tre ,
D ea n sb ro o k  R oad , 

E d g w are , M id d lesex .

R .A .F .A . C lu b ,
S to k e  R o ad ,

G o sp o rt, H a n ts .
(n ea r  W h ite  H a r t  H o te l)

T .A . C e n tre ,
W h ite h a ll  R oad ,

U x b rid g e , M id d lesex .

V aries  f ro m  y e a r  to  y'ear. 
D in n e r  C lu b  only.

T .A . C e n tre ,
D e a n sb ro o k  R oad , 

E d g w are , M id d lesex .

V aries.

4 7 th  S igna l R eg t. T .A .,  
(M id d lesex  Y eo m an ry ). 

D u k e  o f  Y o rk ’s H .Q ., 
C h elsea , S .W .3 .
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S E C R E T A R Y ’ S  N O T E S

Annual G eneral M eeting
T h e  A n n u a l  G e n e ra l  M e e tin g  w ill b e  h e ld  a t  th e  T .A . 

C e n tre , D e a n s b ro o k  R o ad , E d g w are , a t  8 p .m ., on  
S a tu rd a y ,  N o v e m b e r  i 2, 1966, a n d  N O T  o n  S a tu rd a y , 
S e p te m b e r  2 4 , 1966, as n o tif ie d  o n  p ag e  260 o f  th e  A p ril  
issu e  o f  T h e  D ie-H a rd s.

* *  ★

Donations
T h e  S e c re ta ry  g ra te fu lly  ack n o w led g es  d o n a tio n s  

f ro m  th e  u n d e rm e n tio n e d  to  th e  C h a r ita b le  F u n d :
1 s t  B a tta lio n  (co llec tio n  a t  D ru m h e a d  S erv ice , 

A lb u h e ra  D a y ), M a jo r  K . R . M c K . B iggs, M r. F . E . 
B ird sa ll, M r .  W . D ig b v , L t .  M . F . H ed g eco e , M r. L . 
L e v y , M a jo r  H .  M a rs h , M r. W . G . M a tth e w s , M r. W . E. 
N e w m a n , M r. FI. J . P a rn e ll ,  M r .  G . S . R o o ts  a n d  M r.
F . J .  W allace.

■* ★ *

Lord Lieutenant’s Appeal for W idows’ Flatlets, 
Albuhera Close, Enfield

T h e  fo llo w in g  su b s c r ip tio n s  to  th e  ab o v e  A p p e a l w ere 
rec e iv ed  b e tw e e n  J a n u a ry  1, 1966, a n d  J u n e  30, 1966:

£  s. d.

C a p t .  N .  T .  N e a l  (co ve nan te d )
I n  m e m o ry  o f  2 / L t .  C h a r le s .  C la y to n  
P r in c e s s  L o u i s e ’s  K e n s in g t o n  R egt. (co venan ted)
M a j o r  H .  S h e rw o o d  (co ve nan te d )
L r . - C o l .  J. R .  B .  W o r t g n  (co ve nan te d )
M a j o r  F .  J. B e n n e t t  (co ve nan te d )
B r ig a d ie r  E .  W .  C .  F la v e l l  (co ve nan te d )
M a j o r  H .  F a r r o w  
L t . - C o l .  D .  S a x  (co ve nan te d )
M a j o r  E .  A .  H .  Je ffcoat (covenan ted)
M a j o r  M .  P .  W e e d o n  (co ve nan te d )
L t . -C o l .  E .  P .  S h a n k s  
C a p t .  W .  H .  C r a y d o n  . . . .
B d m n .  T .  A .  B a r t o n  (co ve nan te d )
R e g t l.  D e r b y  Sw e e p sta k e  (p e r C a p t .  W .  H .  C r a y d o n .)

xoo  13 9
T o t a l  re ce ive d  u p  to  D e c e m b e r  31, 1965  . 7 0 3 8  14  3

T o t a l  as at J u ly  1, 1966  £ 7 1 3 9  8 o

★ * *

Branch Secretaries
T h e  fo llo w in g  c h an g es  in  B ra n c h  H o n o ra ry  S e c re ta rie s  

h a v e  ta k e n  p la c e :
B ra n ch

H o n g  K o n g  . . C a p t. W . G . A . C ru m le y  vice  C a p t.
H . M . d u  V . L o h a n .

9 th  B a tta lio n  . . M r .  R . T .  M e e rs  vice  M r. H . J . 
F ish e r .

A d d resses  a re  g iv en  o n  th e  R e g im e n ta l A sso c ia tio n  
T i t l e  P age overleaf.

*  *  ★

Regim ental Cravats
R eg im en ta l c rav a ts  in  te ry le n e  h av e  n o w  b e e n  a d d e d  

to  th e  lis t o f g oods s to ck ed  b y  th e  R e g im e n ta l A sso c ia ­
t io n . T h e y  a re  o b ta in a b le , as in  th e  case  o f  R eg im e n ta l

tie s , in  b o th  th e  o ld  a n d  n e w  p a tte rn s , a t  a cost of 
19s. 6 d . each .

W h e n  o rd e r in g  th e  O rd e r  F o rm  in sid e  th e  front 
c o v e r o f  th e  J o u rn a l  s h o u ld  b e  u sed .

M ID D LESE X  R E G IM E N T A L  ASSO CIATIO N  

Minutes of an Executive Com m ittee M eeting held 
at Guildhall, Westminster, S.W .i, on Monday, 
M arch 14, 1966.
P resen t:  M a jo r -G e n e ra l  C . M . M . M a n , o .b .e . ,  m .c .,

P re s id e n t;  C o l. W . D . E llis , o . b .e . ,  t . d . ,  d . l . ,  C h air­
m a n ;  C o l. I . R . B u r ro w s ,  o . b . e . V ic e -C h a irm a n ;
B rig ad ie r  B. B. R a c k h a m , c . b . e . ,  m .c . ,  d . l .

C ol. A . S . J . d e  S . C la y to n , D . L . ;  L t.-C o l.  T .  W.
C h a tte y , o . b .e . ;  L t.-C o l.  G . L . F o x , t . d . ,  d .l . ;

L t.-C o l.  P . J . H a ll, t . d . , ;  L t.-C o l.  W . L . R oberts,
0 . b . e . ,  m . c . ,  d . l . ;  M a jo r  H . E . C o u c h ;  M a jo r  R . J. P.
C u m m in s , m .b .e . ;  M a jo r  H . K . H a rd c a s tle , t . d . ;

M a jo r  E . A . H . Je ffc o a t; M a jo r  B . S t. G . A . Reed,
m .c . ; R .S .M . K . B ea le; R .S .M . B . L y o n s ;  M r. T .  R.
B e n n e tt;  M r. W . K n ig h t ,  m . b . e . ;  M r. A . W hite;
C o l. F . W a ld e n , S ec re ta ry .

Apologies  fo r  a b sen c e  w e re  rece iv ed  f ro m : C ol. S. F.
H e d g e c o e ; L t .-C o l.  P . L . P ea rc e  G o u ld , m .b .e . ;

M a jo r  E . F . T h o m p s o n , m . c . ,  t .d . ;  M a jo r  M . P.
W e ed o n , M .c.; C a p t .  A . W . R am say , J.p .

1. The Colonel of the Regim ent
L t.-C o l.  F o x , th e  o u tg o in g  C h a irm a n , o p e n e d  the 

m e e tin g  b y  w e lc o m in g  th e  C o lo n e l o f  th e  R e g im e n t and 
say in g  h o w  d e lig h te d  h e  fe lt th a t  all m em b e rs  o f  the 
C o m m itte e  w e re  to  see  h im  p re s e n t  in  h is  cap ac ity  as 
P re s id e n t  o f  th e  R e g im e n ta l A sso c ia tio n .

2. Election of Chairm an and Vice-Chairm an
L t.-C o l.  F o x  in fo rm e d  th e  m e e tin g  th a t ,  w h ils t only 

one n o m in a tio n  h a d  b e e n  rec e iv ed  fo r  th e  office of 
C h a irm a n , fo u r  n o m in a tio n s  h a d  b e e n  su b m itte d  for 
th a t  o f  V ic e -C h a irm a n , th o u g h  th re e  o f  th e  la t te r  had 
s in ce  w ith d ra w n  as th e y  d id  n o t  w ish  to  s ta n d  for 
e lec tio n .

T h e  fo llow ing , th e re fo re , w e re  n o w  p u t  fo rw ard  for 
e lec tio n  b y  th e  C o m m itte e :

C o l. W . D . E llis , o .b .e . ,  t . d . ,  d . l . ,  a s  C h a irm a n .
C ol. I . R . B u rro w s , o .b .e . ,  as V ic e -C h a irm a n .
B o th  w e re  e lec ted  u n a n im o u s ly .
L t .-C o l.  F o x  th e n  v a c a te d  th e  c h a ir , an d  Col. Ellis 

to o k  h is  p lace .
B efo re  c o n tin u in g  w ith  th e  m e e tin g  C o l. Ellis ex­

p res se d  h is  a p p re c ia t io n  fo r  h is  e lec tio n , to  w h ich  Co . 
B u rro w s  also  a d d e d  h is  th an k s .

3. Minutes of Previous Meeting
T h e  M in u te s  o f  th e  M e e tin g  h e ld  o n  O c to b e r  19. 

1965 w ere  p a sse d  a n d  s ig n e d  b y  th e  C h a irm a n .

21 9  o
1 5  i s  o 
1 5  o  o

s o o
5 0 0
3 0 0
2 2 0
2 0 0
2 0 0
I I o 
I  O o
1 0 0
1 0 0
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4. Secretary’s Report

(a) T h e  S e c re ta ry  s ta te d  th a t  h e  h ad  n o th in g  to  a d d  
to  th e  R e p o r t  as d is tr ib u te d  w ith  th e  A g en d a , and  
m oved  its  a d o p tio n .

(b) T h e r e  w ere  n o  co m m e n ts  an d  th e  R e p o r t  was 
adop ted .

5. Address by the President
T h e  C h a irm a n  s ta te d  th a t, b e fo re  c o n tin u in g  w ith  

the  A g en d a , th e  P re s id e n t  w ish ed  to  ad d re ss  th e  M e e t­
ing.

T h e  P re s id e n t  sa id  th a t  h e  co u ld  n o t le t th is  occasion  
pass w ith o u t a sp ecia l w o rd  o f  th an k s  to  L t .-C o l.  Fox. 
Q u o tin g  f ro m  a re su m e  o f  h is  serv ices  th e  P re sid e n t 
sta ted  th a t  L t .-C o l.  F o x  h a d  b een  a m e m b e r  o f  th e  
E xecu tive  C o m m itte e  s in ce  1937 a n d  C h a irm a n  fo r  th e  
past te n  y ears . H e  d rew  a tte n tio n  especially  to  th e  vast 
am o u n t o f  w o rk  L t .-C o l.  F o x  h ad  d o n e  in  co n n ectio n  
w ith  th e  W id o w s’ F la tle ts  S ch em e  a t E nfie ld , fo r  w h ich  
the  R e g im e n t w o u ld  ev e r b e  g ra te fu l. H e  ex p ressed  th e  
thanks o f  all to  L t .-C o l.  Fox  fo r  th e  years o f  dev o ted  
service w h ic h  he  h a d  g iv en  to  th e  R eg im en ta l A ssocia­
tion.

H e  also th an k e d  L t .-C o l.  R o b e r ts  fo r  h is  se rv ices as 
V ice-C h airm an .

T h e  P re s id e n t  th e n  w elco m ed  C ol. E llis as th e  new  
C h airm an , a n d  sa id  h o w  h a p p y  h e  w as th a t  C ol. Ellis 
had ag reed  to  a c ce p t th e  office.

H e  co n c lu d e d  h is  rem ark s  b y  say ing  h o w  p leased  he 
was to  see  R .S .M . B eale fro m  th e  1st B atta lio n  a t th e  
m eeting .

L t.-C o ls . F o x  a n d  R o b e rts  th e n  b o th  th an k e d  the  
P resid en t fo r  h is  rem arks.

6. Correspondence
A  file c o n ta in in g  th e  fo llow ing  le tte rs  o f  a p p rec ia tio n  

was c ircu la ted  fo r  m em b e rs  o f  th e  C o m m itte e  to  read  :

A  —  For Annual Donations
(i) L e t te r  d a te d  D e c e m b e r  20, 1965 from

S .S .A .F .A .
(ii) L e t te r  d a te d  D e c e m b e r  20, 1965 fro m  T h e  

R e g u la r  F o rc es  E m p lo y m e n t A ssociation .
(iii) L e t te r  d a te d  D e c e m b e r  20, 1965 fro m  T h e  S ta r  

a n d  G a r te r  H o m e .
(iv) L e t te r  d a te d  D e c e m b e r  20, 1965 fro m  T h e  

G o rd o n  B oys’ School.
(v) L e t te r  d a te d  D e c e m b e r  21, 1965 fro m  F o rces  

H e lp  S o c iety  an d  L o rd  R o b e rts  W o rk sh o p s.
(vi) L e t te r  d a te d  D e c e m b e r  21, 1965 fro m  T h e  

R oyal C a m b rid g e  H o m e  fo r  S o ld ie rs ’ W idow s.
(vii) L e t te r  d a te d  D e c e m b e r  22, 1965 fro m  T h e  

Fam ily ' W elfa re  A ssociation .
(viii) L e t te r  d a te d  D e c e m b e r  24, 1965 f ro m  T h e  

B ritish  L im b less  E x -S e rv ic e m e n ’s A ssociation .

B. S ix  le tte rs  o f a p p re c ia tio n  fo r  ind iv id u a l 
c h a ritab le  g ran ts .

7. Finance Sub-Committee’s Report
(a) L t .-C o l.  F o x  s ta te d  th a t  th e  A c c o u n ts  fo r  th e  year 

ended D e c e m b e r  31, 1965, co p ies  o f  w h ich  w ere  c irc u ­

la ted  w ith  th e  A g en d a  fo r th is  M e etin g , fo rm e d  th e  
basis o f  h is  R e p o rt.

(b) D e a lin g  f irs t w ith  th e  A ssoc ia tion  C h a r ita b le  F u n d , 
h e  d rew  a tte n tio n  to  th e  in crease  in  d o n a tio n s  a n d  
su b sc r ip tio n s , espec ia lly  th o se  rece iv ed  fro m  th e  1st 
B atta lio n , a n d  s ta te d  th a t  c e rta in  item s, nam ely , g ran ts  
fro m  th e  M id d le sex  C o u n ty  C o u n c il an d  S u n d a y  E n te r ­
ta in m en ts  F u n d , w ere  n o t  likely to  b e  rece ived  in  fu tu re .

H e  in fo rm e d  th e  M e e tin g  th a t  A d m in is tra tio n  ex ­
p enses w ere n o w  as  low  as  it  w as p o ss ib le  to  keep  th em .

H e  s ta te d  th a t  th e  s u rp lu s  o f  £ 8 2 0  o n  th e  y e a r ’s 
w ork ing  w as v e ry  sa tisfac to ry , especially ' a s  fo r  th e  p as t 
five y ea rs  th e re  h a d  b e e n  a n  excess o f  e x p e n d itu re  over 
incom e, a n d  th is  w as a lm o s t b u t  n o t  q u ite  m ad e  good 
by  th e  ea rlie r  defic iencies.

(c) A s reg a rd s  th e  W a r M e m o ria l F u n d  L t.-C o l.  F o x  
ex p la in ed  th a t  m ain ten a n c e  co sts  o f  th e  c o ttag es  at 
A lb u h e ra  C lose, E nfie ld , h ad  b e e n  h eav y  in  1965 
because  th ey  in c lu d ed  a su m  o f  £ 6 8 6  fo r e x te rn a l 
p a in tin g , w h ic h  n o rm a lly  on ly  o ccu rs  o nce  in  th re e  
years.

(d) B rig ad ie r  R ack h am  asked  w hy  o n ly  £ 8 6 8  h a d  b een  
e x p e n d ed  o n  ch a rita b le  d isb u rse m e n ts  w h en  £ 1 ,4 5 0  
h ad  b een  b u d g e te d  fo r.

L t.-C o l. Fox  rep lied  th a t  th e  su m  e x p e n d ed  d id  n o t 
in clu d e  th a t  fro m  th e  R en n y  F u n d ,  w h ich  b ro u g h t th e  
to ta l u p  to  £1 ,2 6 5 .

(e) C ol. C lay to n  asked  th e  p re se n t p o s itio n  w ith  
reg a rd  to  th e  rep a y m e n t o f  th e  lo an  fro m  th e  E nfie ld  
B oro u g h  C o u n c il fo r  th e  F la tle ts  S ch em e.

L t.-C o l. F o x  ex p la in ed  th a t  th e  L o a n  w as m ad e  fo r  a 
p e rio d  o f 60 y ears , a n d  th a t  th e  F in a n ce  S u b -C o m m itte e  
c o n sid e red  th a t  a d v an tag e  sh o u ld  b e  tak e n  o f  in v estin g  
in  fixed in te re s t secu ritie s  a t a h ig h e r  ra te  o f  in te re s t 
th a n  th a t  p ay ab le  o n  th e  L o an  w ith  th e  E nfie ld  B o ro u g h  
C o u n cil as an d  w h e n  cash  w as ava ilab le  ra th e r  th an  
m ake loan  rep ay m en ts .

A  7 i %  rate  c o u ld  no w  b e  o b ta in e d  o n  su ita b le  fixed 
in te re s t secu ritie s  as o p p o sed  to  th e  6 J  %  p ay ab le  o n  th e  
loan.

(f) In  rep ly  to  a  fu r th e r  q u es tio n  b y  B rig ad ie r  R ackham  
L t.-C o l. F o x  s ta te d  th a t  a b u d g e t  fo r  th e  c u rre n t  year 
w o u ld  be  p ro d u ce d  fo r th e  n ex t M eetin g .

(g) T h e re  b e in g  n o  fu r th e r  c o m m e n ts  th e  A c c o u n ts  
as su b m itte d  w ere a p p ro v e d  fo r su b m iss io n  to  th e  
A n n u a l G en era l M e etin g  a n d  th e  F in a n ce  S u b -C o m ­
m itte e ’s rep o r t w as accep ted .

8. Housing Sub-Committee’s Report
(a) B rig ad ier R ackham  s ta te d  th a t ,  as it h ad  n o t been  

p o ssib le  to  carry' o u t th e  A n n u a l In sp e c tio n  o f  D w ellin g s  
b e fo reh an d , a n d  th e re  w as no  o th e r  im p o rta n t  b u sin ess , 
he cance lled  th e  H o u s in g  S u b -C o m m itte e  M e e tin g  
a rra n g e d  fo r  F e b ru a ry  7 ,  1966.

H e  m en tio n ed  th a t  th e  A n n u a l In sp e c tio n  w as actually- 
ca rr ied  o u t o n  F e b ru a ry  19, 1966 b y  th e  H o u s in g  
M a n ag e r acco m p an ied  b y  M r. K n ig h t a n d  th e  R e p o rt, 
to  w h ich  h e  had  n o th in g  to  ad d , w as c irc u la te d  w ith  th e  
A genda.

(b) B rig ad ier R ack h am  in fo rm ed  th e  M e e tin g  th a t  
M rs . K illick , 14 A lb u h e ra  C lose, h a d  b e e n  in te rv iew ed . 
S h e  h ad  n o  p lan s  fo r  m o v in g  a t  p re se n t, a n d  w o u ld  b e  
in te re s te d  in  a b u n g a lo w  if  o n e  becam e  ava ilab le . In
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th is  c o n n e c tio n  h e  sa id  th e r e  w as a p o ss ib ility  t h a t  th e  
p re s e n t  te n a n ts  o f  B u n g a lo w  12D  (M r . a n d  M rs . S. 
S a u n d e rs ) ,  w h o  w e re  f in d in g  th e  a c co m m o d a tio n  to o  
sm a ll, m ig h t  like  to  ex c h an g e  w ith  M rs . K illick .

(c) A s re g a rd s  th e  te n a n t  o f  B u n g a lo w  r2 C  (M rs . K . 
B ag n all) B r ig a d ie r  R a c k h a m  s ta te d  th a t  h e  b e lie v e d  th a t  
a f u r th e r  o ffe r  o f  a c co m m o d a tio n  m ig h t  b e  m a d e  to  h e r  
b y  th e  L o n d o n  B o ro u g h  o f  B a m e t, b u t  h e  w as u n c e rta in  
w h e th e r  o r  n o t  sh e  w o u ld  a c ce p t it.

(d )  B r ig a d ie r  R a c k h a m  th e n  a sk ed  th e  la te  C h a irm a n  
if  a n y  s te p s  h a d  b e e n  ta k e n  in  re g a rd  to  th e  sale  o f  th e  
su rp lu s  la n d  a t E n fie ld .

L t .-C o l .  F o x  re p lie d  t h a t  fu r th e r  c o n s id e ra tio n  h ad  
b e e n  g iv en  to  th is  m a tte r .  W h e n  it  w as d e c id e d  th a t  th e  
la n d  c o u ld  b e  o ffe red  fo r  sale  so m e  t im e  ago th e  f inancial 
p o s it io n  o f  th e  W a r  M e m o ria l F u n d  w as n o t  as g o o d  as 
it is  n o w . H e , th e re fo re , fe lt  th a t ,  in  v iew  o f  th e  v a rio u s  
d ifficu lties  w ith  re g a rd  to  access  to  th e  s u rp lu s  lan d , it 
w o u ld  b e  b e t te r  to  p u t  th e  lan d  u n d e r  g rass  a n d  p la n t  
tre e s  to  m ak e  i t  a tt ra c t iv e , a n d  to  m a in ta in  it so.

M a jo r  C o u c h , w h e n  ask ed  fo r  h is  o p in io n , s ta te d  th a t  
th e  la n d  o b v io u sly  h a d  so m e  v a lu e , b u t  th a t  n o  fo rm a l 
a p p ro a c h  h a d  b e e n  m a d e  to  th e  B o ro u g h  o f  E n fie ld  w ith  
reg a rd  to  p u rc h a se . H e  ag re e d  th a t  i t  w o u ld  b e  w o rth  
w h ile  ask in g  if  th e y  w o u ld  b e  p re p a re d  to  p u rc h a se  th e  
la n d  a n d , if  so , w h a t  th e y  w o u ld  d o  w ith  it.

A f te r  f u r th e r  d isc u ss io n  i t  w as  p ro p o se d  b y  L t.-C o l.  
R o b e r ts  a n d  se co n d e d  b y  M a jo r  R eed  th a t  th e  C h a irm a n  
o f  th e  H o u s in g  S u b -C o m m itte e  s h o u ld  m ak e  a fo rm a l 
a p p ro a c h  to  th e  L o n d o n  B o ro u g h  o f  E n fie ld  w ith  a v iew  
to  p u rc h a s in g  th e  la n d , a n d  s h o u ld  r e p o r t  b ack  to  th e  
n e x t  E x e c u tiv e  C o m m itte e  M e e tin g . Carried.

(e) T h e r e  b e in g  n o  fu r th e r  c o m m e n ts  th e  R e p o r t  w as 
ad o p te d .

9. Journal Sub-Com m ittee’s Report
(a) In  s u b m itt in g  h is  R e p o r t  C o l. W a ld e n  s ta te d  th a t  

ev e ry  e ffo rt w as b e in g  m a d e  to  in cre a se  th e  n u m b e r  of 
a d v e rt is e m e n ts  a n d  th a t ,  as a r e s u lt  o f  se n d in g  o u t  th e  
a p p e a l a lre a d y  m e n tio n e d  to  e x -m e m b e rs  o f  th e  R eg i­
m e n t w h o  a re  n o t  a t p re s e n t  J o u rn a l  rea d e rs , h e  h o p e d  
to  in cre a se  s u b s ta n tia l ly  th e  c irc u la tio n .

(b ) L t .-C o l.  R o b e r ts  sa id  th a t ,  as th e re  w ere  a n u m b e r  
o f n e w  m e m b e rs  o n  th e  E x ecu tiv e  C o m m itte e , he  
w o u ld  like  o n ce  ag a in  to  a p p e a l to  all m e m b e rs  in d iv i­
d u a lly  to  a ssis t in  in c re a sin g  th e  rev e n u e  f ro m  a d v e rt is e ­
m e n ts  b y  a p p ro a c h in g  th o se  w h o m  th e y  d ea l w ith , su ch  
as ta ilo rs , e tc . H e  also  s ta te d  th a t  an y  m e m b e r  w h o  h a d  
sh a re s  in  a C o m p a n y  m ig h t  a p p ro a c h  th a t  C o m p a n y  as 
a s h a re h o ld e r  a n d  ask fo r  c o n s id e ra tio n  to  b e  g iv en  to  
a d v e rtis in g  in  th e  R e g im e n ta l J o u rn a l.

(c) B rig ad ie r  R a c k h a m  d re w  a tte n tio n  to  th e  su b s id y  
o f  £ 4 3 9  to  th e  R e g im e n ta l Jo u rn a l as a g a in s t th e  su m  o f 
£ 1 0 0  b u d g e te d  fo r.

L t .-C o l.  F o x  e x p la in e d  th a t  i t  w as ag re e d  th a t  £ 1 0 0  
p e r  y e a r  w o u ld  b e  se t as id e  fo r  th e  Jo u rn a l ,  a n d  th a t  
each  y e a r  th e  loss w as w r itte n  off.

A fte r  d iscu ss io n  M a jo r  R eed  p ro p o se d  th a t  a su m  be  
re c o m m e n d e d  fo r th e  b u d g e t  each  y e a r  to  m e e t  th e  loss, 
an d  L t .-C o l .  F o x  ag re e d  to  in c lu d e  su c h  a  su m  in  th is  
y e a r ’s b u d g e t.

(d ) T h e r e  b e in g  n o  fu r th e r  c o m m e n t th e  R e p o r t  w as 
a d o p te d ;

10. Form ation of Sub-Committees
T h e  C h a irm a n  s ta te d  th a t ,  a f te r  c a re fu l consideration , 

h e  h a d  co m e to  th e  c o n c lu s io n  th a t ,  in  a d d it io n  to  the 
F in a n ce  a n d  H o u s in g  S u b -C o m m itte e s , a  fu r th e r  Sub- 
C o m m itte e  to  dea l w ith  socia l ac tiv itie s , e tc ., sh o u ld  be 
fo rm e d  a n d  s h o u ld  b e  k n o w n  as th e  G e n e ra l  Purposes 
S u b -C o m m itte e .

A f te r  so m e  d isc u ss io n  i t  w as p ro p o se d  b y  L t.-C ol. 
F o x  a n d  se c o n d e d  b y  M a jo r  H a rd c a s t le  th a t  th e  Chair­
m a n , V ic e -C h a irm a n , a n d  th e  p re s e n t  C h a irm e n  of the 
F in a n c e  a n d  H o u s in g  S u b -C o m m itte e s  s h o u ld  m ee t and 
d e c id e  o n  th e  c o m p o s itio n  o f  each  o f  th e  S u b -C o m ­
m itte e s  to  b e  fo rm ed .

Carried.

1 1 .  Annual Reunion 1966
T h e  S e c re ta ry  s ta te d  th a t ,  a t  a  re c e n t m ee tin g  of 

B ra n c h  S e c re ta rie s , i t  h a d  b e e n  su g g e ste d  th a t  this 
y e a r’s A n n u a l R e u n io n  s h o u ld  tak e  p lace  e ith e r  on the 
la s t  S a tu rd a y  in  S e p te m b e r  o r  o n  th e  f irs t S a tu rd a y  in 
O c to b e r,  a n d  th a t ,  o n  a c c o u n t o f  th e  c e n tra l  position , it 
s h o u ld  b e  h e ld  a t  th e  T .A . C e n tre  o f  th e  M iddlesex 
Y e o m a n ry  a t  th e  D u k e  o f  Y o rk ’s H e a d q u a r te rs ,  Chelsea, 
i f  i t  w as o th e rw ise  su ita b le  a n d  ava ilab le . F a ilin g  this 
th e  s e co n d  c h o ice  w as th e  T .A . C e n tre , E d g w are .

A fte r  so m e  d isc u ss io n  it  w as a g re e d  u n a n im o u s ly  that 
th e  R e u n io n  s h o u ld  b e  h e ld  ag a in  a t  th e  T .A . Centre, 
E d g w are , e ith e r  o n  th e  las t S a tu rd a y  in  S e p tem b e r  or 
th e  f irs t S a tu rd a y  in  O c to b e r.

12. Albuhera D ay 1966
I t  w as ag re e d  th a t  a S e rv ice  in  C o m m em o ra tio n  of 

A lb u h e ra  D a y  s h o u ld  b e  h e ld  a t  th e  R eg im e n ta l War 
M e m o ria l, In g lis  B arrack s , M ill H ill, o n  S u n d a y , May 
15, 1966, fo llo w ed  b y  a R e u n io n  a t  th e  T .A . Centre, 
E d g w are .

13. Salvation A rm y Centenary Appeal
T h e  S e c re ta ry  s ta te d  th a t  h e  h a d  rec e iv ed  a copy of

th e  S a lv a tio n  A rm y  C e n te n a ry  A p p ea l.
I n  th is  c o n n e c tio n  h e  fe lt th a t  he  s h o u ld  in fo rm  the

C o m m itte e  th a t ,  s in c e  h e  h a d  b e c o m e  S ec re ta ry , the
S a lv a tio n  A rm y  h a d , to  h is  k n o w led g e , b e e n  he lp fu l in
h ousing and feeding three ex-m em bers o f the Regiment.

I t  w as p ro p o se d  b y  L t .-C o l.  F o x  a n d  seco n d ed  by
B rig ad ie r  R a c k h a m  th a t  a c o n tr ib u tio n  o f  £ 2 5  should
b e  m ad e . ^  . ,Carried.

14. Co-opted M em bers
I t  w as p ro p o se d  b y  B rig ad ie r  R a c k h a m  a n d  seconded 

b y  C o l. C la y to n  th a t  L t .-C o l.  G . L . F o x , T.D., d .l., 
s h o u ld  b e  a c o -o p te d  m e m b e r  o f  th e  E x ecu tiv e  Com ­
m itte e . ,,  . ,Carried.

B efo re  th e  M e e tin g  clo sed  B rig ad ie r  R ack h am  said, 
o n  b e h a lf  o f  all m em b e rs  o f  th e  E x e c u tiv e  C om m ittee, 
h o w  p lea se d  th e y  w e re  th a t  C o l. E llis  h a d  accep ted  the 
office o f  C h a irm a n , a n d  C o l. B u rro w s  th e  office o f Vice- 
C h a irm a n  o f  th e  R e g im e n ta l A sso c ia tio n .

F . W a l d e n ,  C olonel, 
S e cre ta ry .
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progrès m techniques

n o r d Î Ï I e n d e

transistor rabios, rabiogranis, rabios

A b r o a d  

B A O R  e n j o y

SKOL
I n t e r n a t io n a l  
L A G E R  B E E R
I t ’ s  a v a i l a b l e  i n  c a n s ,  t o o l  X l O M . 0

D O U B L E  D IA M O N D  

W O R K S  W O N D E R S
Bottled and on Draught

Œrabition in quality
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WILLIAMS t  HUMBERT'S
R U T H E R F O R D  &  M I L E S

O ld  T r in i t y  H o u se
B U A L

M A D E IR A

D R Y S A C K

VI NTAGE PORT  
MATURED  

IN THE W O O D

N O V A L  6 1

T h e s e  a n d  a l l  o th e r  f a m o u s  

d r in k s  a r e  o b ta in a b le  

th r o u g h  N .A .A .F .I .

FAM O U S D R IN K S  IN  YOUR MESS

Rietine/
D O M

'ilfi&yuet*i S a t i r a  ¿us

jjèH

C R O W N  o f  

CR O W N S
cc.Langenbach

w in e

D r a m b u i e

THE LIQUEUR YOU PREFER TO BE OFFERED

L E M O N  H A R T  JA M A IC A  RUM . 

L A M B ’S NAVY R U M .

Qiui§f/(tf  , C O F F E E  
M lU f  L IQ U E U R

DUFF GORDON

m i m
A M O N T IL L A D O  S H E R R Y

Y-Y-Y-Y-Y-Y-Y-Y 'V -Y •> -> -Y -Y -Y-Y-Y-Y-Y-YY

SOUTH AFRICAN WINES
The luxury you can.afford 

fo r  every occasion
Y-Y-Y-Y-Y-Y-Y-YY -> *Y «Y -Y -Y ■Y-Y'Y'Y-Y-Y'Y'Y

i tesa«wcVdatv

But you can buy the champagne 
and the brandy from Naafi at a 
considerable saving if you take 
advantage of the wholesale prices 
Naafi offers in the U K  on orders 
for 12 or more bottles of wines, 
spirits and liqueurs.*
From the whole range in Naafi’s 
list you may choose 12 of a kind, 
an assortment or the equivalent 
in half bottles where available. 
Any Naafi shop manager will be 
pleased to quote wholesale prices.

* N aafi o ffers w h o lesale  p ric e s  
o n  d r in k s  in  o v erseas  a re a s , to o . 
C h e c k  w ith  y o u r 
N aafi sh o p  m an ag e r.
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EX ECU TIV E CO M M ITTEE M EETING,
M arch 14, 1966 

SECRETAR Y’S  REPORT
1. Benevolent Cases

(a) D u r in g  th e  p e rio d  fro m  S e p te m b e r  i ,  1965, to  
D ecem b er 31, 1965, th e  su m  o f  £ 4 0 9  12s. 8d . was sp e n t 
on a ssis tin g  63 cases. T h e  b rea k d o w n  sh o w in g  th e  
service o f  th ese  cases is as fo llow s:

1914-18 W a r  . . . . . . 42
B e tw een  1919 a n d  1939 . . 5
1939-45 W a r ......................................................12
S in ce  1 9 4 5 ........................................................ 3
K o re a n  W a r  . . . . . . . . 1

(b) C loth ing  G ran ts.— F iv e  g ran ts  w ere  m ade .
(c) C onvalescent H o lid a ys .— F ive  g ran ts  w ere  m ad e  to  

ex -m em bers  o r  th e i r  w idow s w h o , a fte r  se rio u s  illness, 
had b een  rec o m m e n d e d  a p e rio d  o f  convalescence.

O ne  o f  th e  cases h e lp e d — an e x -N .C .O . w h o  w on  th e  
M .M . w h ils t se rv in g  w ith  th e  12th  (S erv ice) B atta lio n —  
has s in ce  d ied .

A n o th e r  case  h e lp e d  w as th e  w ife  o f an  e x -m e m b e r  of 
the 7 th  B a tta lio n . S h e  is a reg is te re d  h an d ic a p p e d  
person  su ffe rin g  f ro m  sev ere  d isab ilities , w h ich  fo llow ed 
a ce reb ra l h ae m o rrh a g e , a n d  can  on ly  m o v e  a b o u t  in  a 
wheel cha ir.

(d) F ood  G ra n ts .— S i x  g ran ts  w ere  m ad e  e ith e r  for 
extra n o u r is h m e n t o r  specia l food.

O ne o f  th e  cases h e lp e d  w as th e  w id o w  o f  an  ex- 
m em ber w h o  se rv e d  in  th e  1914-18 W a r. In  a d d itio n  to  
being to ta lly  b l in d  she  su ffers  in d iffe re n t h e a lth  as a 
result o f  w h ic h  sh e  h a d  to  u n d e rg o  fo u r  o p e ra tio n s  last 
year.

(e) F u e l G ran ts.— A  to ta l o f tw en ty-one  g ran ts  w ere  
m ade, m o stly  fo r  coal, to  e ld e rly  e x -so ld ie rs  o r  th e ir  
widows.

O ne o f  th e  g ra n ts  w e n t to  an  e ld e rly  ex -R .S .M . 
separated  f ro m  his w ife  a n d  liv in g  a lo n e  in  p o o r  c o n d i­
tions. A s th is  R e p o r t is b e in g  w ritte n  new s has b een  
received th a t  he  has  j u s t  b een  fo u n d  d ead  in  bed .

A n o th e r g ra n t  w as m ad e  to  a n  ex -R e g u la r  C .S .M . w ho  
won th e  M .C . d u r in g  th e  1914-18 W ar, an d  has b een  
suffering c o n s id e rab ly  fro m  h e a rt  tro u b le  a n d  a d u o d en a l 
ulcer, w h ic h  h av e  n ecess ita ted  lo n g  spe lls  in  h osp ita l.

(f) H ousing.— S even  g ra n ts  w e re  m ad e  to  assist w ith  
various h o u s in g  p ro b lem s. O f  th ese , fo u r  w ere  fo r  th e  
rep len ishm ent o f  b e d d in g , o n e  to  assist w ith  rem oval 
expenses, o n e  to  h e lp  p ro v id e  a room  p a rt i tio n  fo r  an ex- 
Regular m a rr ie d  so ld ie r  su ffe rin g  f ro m  P a rk in so n ’s 
Disease, a n d  o n e  to  d e fray  th e  cost o f  th e  c o n s tru c tio n  o f 
a vehicle c ro ss in g  to  th e  h o u se  o f  a d isab led  ex -so ld ie r 
whose r ig h t leg  w as a m p u ta te d  as th e  re su lt o f se rv ice  in 
the 1939-45 W ar.

(g) R e n t a n d  R a te  A rrea rs .— S even  cases w ere  assisted  
~~five in  re sp e c t o f  re n t  a n d  tw o  in  resp ec t o f  ra te s— on 
^he s tro n g  rec o m m e n d a tio n  o f  S .S .A .F .A .

(h) M iscellaneous G ra n ts .—
(i) Three  g ra n ts  w ere  m ad e  to  p ay  fo r  th e  telev ision

licences o f  in ca p ac ita ted  p erso n s.
(ii) Tw o  g ran ts  w ere  m ad e , o n  th e  reco m m en d a tio n

o f  S .S .A .F .A .,  to  assist e x -m e m b e rs  w ith  th e ir  
H .P . c o m m itm en ts , w h ich  h ad  fallen  in  a rrea rs  
th ro u g h  sickness.
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(iii) One  g ran t w as m ad e , in  c o -o p e ra tio n  w 'ith th e
Q u e e n ’s R oyal S u rre y  R eg im en ta l A ssoc ia tion , 
to  th e  w 'idow o f  an  e x -so ld ie r  to  h e lp  to w a rd s  
th e  p a y m e n t o f  d e b ts  in cu rred  as a d ire c t resu lt 
o f  h e r  la te  h u s b a n d ’s last illness.

(iv) Three  sm all g ra n ts  w ere  m ad e  to w a rd s  o u t-o f-
po ck e t ex p en ses  in c u r re d  b y  ex -m em b ers  w h o  
a p p lied  in  p e rso n  fo r  f inancial assistance.

2. M em bers—Deaths.

N o tificatio n  has  b e e n  rece iv ed  th a t  th e  fo llow ing  
m em b ers  have d ied  s in ce  m y  las t R e p o rt:

M a jo r  G . B. A n d e rso n , M .C . ,  late  n t h  (S e rv ice)  
B atta lion .

ex -C .S .M . G . S o p e r, la te  1st B atta lio n . 
ex -S g t. G . H . C o rb y , la te  4 th  B a tta lio n . 
ex -S g t. A . E . W ed d ell, M .M . ,  la te  12 th  (S erv ice) 

B atta lion .
ex -C p l. A . H . M o rg an , la te  1st B atta lio n . 
ex -B dsm . L . A. P rice , late 2 n d  B a tta lio n . 
ex -P te . L . G . B arrow , late  16th  (P u b lic  S ch o o ls)  

B atta lion .
e x -P te . R . A. H ow ell, la te  2 n d  B atta lion , 
ex-? H . R . T e r ry ,  late  9 th  B atta lion .

3. Employment
T h e  follow ing ex -m em b ers  o f  th e  R e g im e n t have b e e n  

fo u n d  em p lo y m en t b y  th e  R e g u la r  F o rces  E m p lo y m e n t 
A ssoc ia tion  s in ce  m y  las t R e p o rt:

C h ris te r, W . J . (4279837)— S em i-sk illed — u n sp ecified . 
C uff, M . L . (23802512)— P o rte r .
E dge, T .  (23742803)— S ecu rity  Staff.
G raves, W . A. J . (47399930)— P o stm an .
P agan in i, R . (23371010)— P o stm an .
Saul, E . J . (23736159)— T ra in e e .
T h o m p so n , E. J. (22290563)— P o stm an .

4. Royal Hospital, Chelsea
E x -S g t. W . C larke , d .c .m . ,  m .m . ,  late  4 th  B a tta lio n , 

w as a d m itte d  as an  In -P e n s io n e r  o n  Ja n u a ry  10, 1966.

5. Branches
(a) General.— A ll B ran ch es  a re  f lo u rish in g  w ith  th e  

excep tion  o f th e  fo llow ing:
(i) Hounslow .— T h is  B ran ch  h as  v irtu a lly  ceased  to  

ex ist, s ince n o  ac tio n  has b een  tak en  to  h o ld  an y  
m ee tin g s  sin ce  N o v em b er, 1964.

I have b een  in  to u ch  w ith  th e  C h a irm a n  o f  th e  
B ran ch  w ith  a v iew  to  e n su rin g  th a t  th e  B ran ch  
itse lf  d oes n o t d isap p ea r a lto g e th e r, a n d  he  has  
u n d e rta k e n  to  call a m eeting .

I t  w ill n eed  g rea t d r iv e  an d  e n th u s ia sm  if  th is  
once w e ll-fo u n d ed  B ran ch  is to  su rv ive .

(ii) Uxbridge.— S in ce  th e  d e a th  o f  L t .-C o l.  T .  A . 
H all, T .D . ,  a fo rm e r C h a irm a n , th is  B ra n c h  h as  
had  a difficu lt tim e. H ow ever, I h ave  e n lis te d  
th e  h e lp  o f  M ajo r G . H artley , t .d . ,  d .l . ,  late  
8 th  B atta lion , an d  it is now  h o p e d  th a t  B ran ch  
ac tiv ities  w ill take  p lace  as h e re to fo re .

(b) A m a lgam ation .— W ith  re fe ren ce  to  M in u te  10 o f  
th e  E xecu tive  C o m m itte e  M ee tin g  h e ld  o n  O c to b e r  19,
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1965, th e  H o rn s e y  a n d  E n fie ld  B ra n c h es  a m a lg a m a ted  
w ith  effec t f ro m  J a n u a ry  1, 1966.

(c) F orm ation  o f  N e w  B ranches —  N e g o tia tio n s  a re  in  
p ro g re s s  in  a n  e ffo rt to  s ta r t  th e  fo llo w in g  b r a n c h e s :

(i) N o r th e r n  I re la n d .
(ii) K e n s in g to n  ( fro m  e x -m e m b e rs  se rv in g  w ith  th e

P r in c e s s  L o u is e ’s K e n s in g to n  R e g im e n t, w h e n  
th a t  R e g im e n t fo rm e d  a  p a r t  o f th e  M id d le sex  
R e g im e n t).

6. Annual Reunion, 1965
T h e  a tte n d a n c e  a t th e  ab o v e  fu n c tio n  to ta lle d  805, o f 

w h o m  48 w e re  se rv in g  m e m b e rs  o f  th e  1st B a tta lio n . 
T h i s  to ta l  f a r  exceeds th o se  o f  th e  p rev io u s  five y ea rs  
w h e n  th e  R e u n io n  w as h e ld  a t  th e  S e y m o u r  H a ll. 
T h e y  w e re  as fo llow s:

i9 6 0 546
1961 575
1962 573
1963 648
1964 548

7. Annual Subscriptions—D ay’s Pay Schem e
A rra n g e m e n ts  h av e  n o w  b e e n  c o m p le te d  w h e re b y  

officers o n  th e  s tr e n g th  o f  th e  1st B a tta lio n  w ill b e  c o n ­
t r ib u tin g  o n e  d a y ’s p ay  p e r  y e a r  to  th e  C h a r ita b le  F u n d .

T h e  to ta l a n n u a l in co m e  th e re fo re  w ill n o w  b e  £ 8 3  as 
c o m p a re d  w ith  £ 3 3  p rev io u s ly .

8. Association Standard
S in ce  m y  las t R e p o r t  th e  A sso c ia tio n  S ta n d a rd  has  

b e e n  c a rr ie d  o n  th e  fo llo w in g  o ccasio n s:
(a) C e re m o n y  a t  th e  F ie ld  o f  R e m e m b ra n ce , W e s t­

m in s te r  A b b e y , o n  N o v e m b e r  13, 1965-
(b ) R e g im e n ta l R e m e m b ra n ce  D a y  S e rv ice  a t  In g lis

B arrack s , M ill  H ill, o n  N o v e m b e r  14, 1965.
F . W a l d e n , C o lo n el,

S ecre ta ry .

M ID D LESE X  R E G IM E N T A L ASSO CIA TIO N  

Minutes of an Executive Com m ittee M eeting held 
at Guildhall, Westminster, S .W .i, on M onday, 
June 13, 1966.
P resent: C o l. W . D . E llis , o . b . e . ,  t . d . ,  a . d . c . ,  d . l . 

(C h a irm a n );  C o l. A . S. J . d e  S. C la y to n , d . l . ;  L t.-C o l.  
T .  W . C h a tte y , o . b .e . ;  L t.-C o l.  J . R . D e a r , t . d . ;  

L t.-C o l.  P . J . H a ll, t . d . ; L t .-C o l.  W . L . R o b e r ts ,
0 . b . e . ,  M .C . ,  d . l . ; M a jo r  R . J . P . C u m m in s , m . b .e . ; 

M a jo r  H . K . H a rd c a s tle , t .d . ;  M a jo r  E. A . H . 
J e ffc o a t;  M a jo r  B. S t. G . A . R eed , M .c .; M a jo r  E . F . 
T h o m p s o n , m . c . ,  t . d . ;  M a jo r  M . P . W e ed o n , m . c . ;  

R .S .M . B. L y o n s ;  M r. T .  R . B e n n e tt;  M r. W . 
K n ig h t ,  m .b .e . ; M r. A . W h ite ;  C o l. F . W a ld e n , d . l . ,  

S e c re ta ry .
Apologies  fo r  ab sen c e  w ere  rece iv ed  f ro m : C o l. I . R . 

B u rro w s , o .b .e . (V ice -C h a irm a n ); B r ig ad ie r  B. B. 
R a c k h a m , c . b .e . ,  m .c . ,  d . l . ;  L t.-C o l.  G . L . F o x , t . d . ,  

d . l . ; L t .-C o l.  P . L . P e a rc e  G o u ld , m . b . e . ;  M a jo r  H . E. 
C o u c h ; C a p t. A . W . R am say , J.p.

1. Minutes of Previous Meeting
T h e  M in u te s  o f  th e  M e e tin g  h e ld  o n  M a rc h  14, 1966, 

w e re  p a sse d  a n d  s ig n ed  b y  th e  C h a irm a n .

^ardô

2. Secretary’s Report

(a) In  p re s e n tin g  h is  R e p o r t,  w h ic h  h a d  b een  cir­
c u la te d  w ith  th e  A g en d a , th e  S e c re ta ry  d rew  special 
a t te n tio n  to  th e  fo llo w in g  p o in ts :

(i) E xecu tive  C om m ittee— N o m in a te d  M em bers.— A
rep la c em e n t w o u ld  b e  re q u ire d  to  se rv e  on  the 
E x e c u tiv e  C o m m itte e  s in ce  C o l. H edgecoe, as 
s ta te d  in  p a ra  3, h a d  h a d  to  res ig n  as the 
n o m in a te d  m e m b e r  fo r  2 n d  B a tta lio n .

(ii) A n n u a l R eun ion , 1966.— T h e  ch a n g e  o f  d a te  from
S a tu rd a y , S e p te m b e r  24, to  S a tu rd a y , N ovem ­
b e r  12, w h ic h , as s ta te d  in  p a ra  7, w ould 
e n a b le  m e m b e rs  o f  th e  1st B a tta lio n  to  attend , 
w o u ld  b e  n o tif ied  in  th e  n e x t N ew sle tte r.

(b) T h e r e  b e in g  n o  fu r th e r  c o m m e n ts  th e  R eport 
w as a d o p te d .

3. Chairm an’s Appointment
B efo re  p ro ce e d in g  w ith  fu r th e r  b u s in e ss  L t.-C ol. 

R o b e r ts ,  o n  b e h a lf  o f  all m e m b e rs  o f  th e  C om m ittee , 
c o n g ra tu la te d  th e  C h a irm a n  on  h is  rec e n t ap p o in tm en t 
as A id e -d e -C a m p  to  H e r  M ajes ty  T h e  Q u e e n . H e  said 
th a t  th is  w as n o t  o n ly  a n  h o n o u r  to  C o l. E llis  personally , 
b u t  to  th e  R e g im e n t as  a w ho le .

C o l. E llis  th a n k e d  L t .-C o l.  R o b e r ts  a n d  th e  Com ­
m itte e  fo r  th e i r  co n g ra tu la tio n s .

4. Correspondence
A  file c o n ta in in g  n in e  le tte rs  o f  a p p re c ia tio n  for 

c h a rita b le  g ra n ts  a n d  d o n a tio n s  w as c irc u la te d  for 
m e m b e rs  o f  th e  C o m m itte e  to  read .

5. Finance Sub-Committee’s Report
(a) M a jo r  R eed , d e p u tis in g  fo r th e  C h a irm a n  o f the 

S u b -C o m m itte e , re fe rre d  to  th e  M in u te s  o f  th e  M eeting 
h e ld  o n  J u n e  6, 1966, w h ic h  h a d  b e e n  c irc u la te d  w ith  the 
A g en d a , a n d  fo rm e d  th e  basis  o f  h is  R e p o rt.

(b) In vestm en ts .— A risin g  f ro m  M in u te  2 M a jo r  Reed 
s ta te d  th a t  it h a d  b e e n  d e c id ed  to  se ll h o ld in g s  o f  In te r­
n a tio n a l P u b lis h in g  C o rp o ra tio n  L td .  a n d  M idland 
B ank  L td .  s to ck  b y  th e  C h a r ita b le  a n d  R e n n y  Funds, 
s in ce  th e s e  w e re  n o t  n o w  c o n s id e red  to  b e  profitable, 
a n d  th a t  re - in v e s tm e n t w as u n d e r  c o n s id e ra tio n  and 
w o u ld  b e  re p o r te d  o n  a t th e  n e x t m ee tin g .

(c) B ud g et f o r  1966.— A ris in g  f ro m  M in u te  3, M ajor 
R eed  s ta te d  th a t :

(i) T h e  e s tim a te d  e x p e n d itu re  o n  ch a rita b le  dis­
b u rse m e n ts  f ro m  th e  C h a r ita b le  F u n d  in­
c lu d e d  th o se  fro m  th e  R e n n y  F u n d  an d  was, 
th e re fo re , h ig h e r  th a n  th a t  b u d g e te d  for in 
1965.

(ii) T h e  su b s id y  e s tim a te d  fo r  th e  Jo u rn a l w as ¿ 300'
b u t  las t y ea r  th is  rea c h e d  £ 3 8 0 , a n d  no  doubt 
th is  y e a r  th e  e s tim a te d  figu re  w o u ld  again be 
ex ceed ed .

(iii) E x p e n d itu re  o n  th e  W a r  M e m o ria l F u n d  would
b e  m u c h  less th is  y ea r o n  a c co u n t o f  th e  fact 
th a t  las t y e a r’s e x p e n d itu re  in c lu d ed  the 
e x te r io r  d e c o ra tio n  o f  th e  co ttag es.

In  rep ly  to  q u e s tio n s  th e  S e c re ta ry  s ta te d  th a t  e

D .I

d id  n o t  co n s id e r  th a t  th e re  w as an y  ite m  o f 
h ig h  e x p e n d itu re  w h ich  h ad  n o t  b e e n  allow ed 
fo r  in  th e  b u d g e t.

In  rep ly  to  q u e s tio n s  re g a rd in g  fu n d s  fo r  fu tu re  
large  e x p e n d itu re  on  m ain ten a n c e , L t.-C o l. 
R o b e r ts  s ta te d  th a t  th e  su m  o f  £ 5 0 0  h e ld  on  
d e p o s it  fo r  P ro p e rty  M a in te n an c e  w as fo r  th is  
specific  p u rp o se  an d  sh o u ld , w ith  ac cu m u la ­
tio n , co v e r fu tu re  costs.

(d) S a la ry  o f  H ousing  M an a g er.— M a jo r  R eed  ask ed  if 
th e  sa la ry  o f  th e  H o u s in g  M a n ag e r  c o u ld  b e  rev iew ed.

T h e  C h a irm a n  s ta te d  th a t  th is  w as a m a tte r  fo r  th e  
H o u s in g  S u b -C o m m itte e  a n d  th a t  a rec o m m e n d a tio n  
sh o u ld  b e  m ad e  to  th is  C o m m itte e  a t  its  n e x t  m ee tin g .

(e) A ssociation F unds.— L t.-C o l.  R o b e r ts  d rew  a tte n ­
tio n  to  th e  fac t th a t ,  o n  a c co u n t o f  th e  p ro p o se d  re ­
o rg an isa tio n  o f th e  A rm y , o u r  A ssoc ia tion  fu n d s  m ay  n o t 
receive an y  la rg e  c o n tr ib u tio n  f ro m  th e  1st B a tta lio n  in 
fu tu re . L a s t  y e a r  w ell o v e r £ 5 0 0 , re p re se n tin g  o n e  d a y ’s 
pay p e r  m an , w as rece iv ed , b u t  th is  m ig h t n o t b e  re ­
p ea ted . H e  asked , th e re fo re , th a t  an y  p o ssib le  as­
s is tan ce  w ith  ad v ice  re g a rd in g  p ro fitab le  in v es tm en ts  
o r m ea n s  o f  ra is in g  fu n d s  m ig h t b e  fo rth c o m in g  from  
m em b ers  o f  th e  C o m m ittee .

(f) T h e r e  b e in g  n o  fu r th e r  co m m e n ts  th e  R e p o rt 
was a d o p te d .

6. Housing Sub-Committee’s Report
M a jo r  T h o m p s o n , d e p u tis in g  fo r th e  C h a irm a n  o f  the  

S u b -C o m m itte e , s ta te d  th a t ,  a p a r t  f ro m  th e  fac t th a t  
a p p ro a c h e s  w ere  b e in g  m ad e  in  reg a rd  to  th e  d isposa l 
o f  th e  s u rp lu s  g ro u n d  a t  A lb u h e ra  C lose , th e re  was 
n o th in g  to  rep o r t.

7. General Purposes Sub-Committee’s Report
(a) C ol. C lay to n  p re se n te d  h is  R e p o rt,  cop ies o f  w h ich  

had  b een  c irc u la te d  to  m em b e rs  p resen t.
(b) A f te r  d isc u ss io n  it w as ag reed  th a t  th is  s u b ­

co m m ittee  sh o u ld  in  fu tu re  b e  k n o w n  as “  T h e  M e m b e r­
sh ip  a n d  S ocial S u b -C o m m itte e .”

(c) In  rep ly  to  a q u e s tio n  as to  th e  w o rk  o f  th is  S u b -  
C o m m itte e  p o ssib ly  o v e rla p p in g  th e  w o rk  o f  th e  
A ssoc ia tion  g e n e ra lly , C o l. C lay to n  s ta te d  th a t ,  as th e  
S ec re ta ry  o f  th e  R eg im e n ta l A sso c ia tio n  w as a u to ­
m atica lly  th e  S e c re ta ry  o f  th is  S u b -C o m m itte e , th e re  
w ould  b e  n o  o v e rlap p in g .

(d) C ol. C la y to n  th e n  d rew  a tte n tio n  to  th e  fact th a t  a 
V ice -C h airm an  sh o u ld  b e  a p p o in te d , a n d  p ro p o se d  th a t  
L t.-C o l. C h a tte y  s h o u ld  b e  in v ite d  to  fill th e  po st.

M a jo r  C u m m in s  se co n d e d  th is  p ro p o sa l w h ich  was 
ca rried . L t .-C o l.  C h a tte y  ag reed  to  a c ce p t th e  post.

(e) T h e r e  b e in g  n o  fu r th e r  co m m e n ts  th e  R e p o rt w as 
ad o p ted .

8. Journal Sub-Committee’s Report
In  m o v in g  th e  a d o p tio n  o f  h is  R e p o r t, w h ich  had  

been c irc u la te d  w ith  th e  A g en d a , C o l. W ald en  s ta ted  
th a t th e  p re s e n t  in co m e  fro m  a d v e rtis e m en ts  w as good, 
and  th a t  th e re  h ad  b een  a n o tab le  in crease  in  th e  n u m b e r  
o f new  rea d e rs  s in ce  th e  p u b lic a tio n  o f  th e  O c to b e r, 
1965, issue.

T h e re  b e in g  n o  co m m e n ts  th e  R e p o rt w as a d o p te d .
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9. Executive Committee Meetings
T h e  C h a irm a n  p ro p o se d  th a t ,  as th e  v a rio u s  s u b ­

co m m ittee s  w ere  now' fu n c tio n in g , th e  E x ecu tiv e  
C o m m itte e  sh o u ld  in  fu tu re  m ee t tw ice in each  ca le n d a r  
yea r in s te a d  o f  a t least th re e  tim es in  each  ca le n d a r  y ea r 
as laid  d o w n  in  R u le  26.

L t .-C o l.  R o b e r ts  s ta te d  th a t  h e  co u ld  n o t  ag ree  w ith  
th is  p ro p o sa l p a r t ly  b ecau se  new' m em b e rs  w o u ld  get 
little  o p p o r tu n ity  to  m e e t th e  E x ecu tiv e  C o m m itte e  an d  
so gain  lit tle  ex p e rien ce  o f  th e  w ork , a n d  p a rt ly  becau se  
h e  felt th a t  it c o u ld  be  d e tr im e n ta l  to  th e  A sso c ia tio n  as 
a w ho le , s in ce  th e  su b -c o m m itte e s  m ig h t  b eco m e  w a te r­
tig h t  a n d  each  w o rk  o n  its  o w n  w ith o u t  re fe ren c e  to  th e  
m ain  c o m m ittee .

M r. K n ig h t  su g g ested  th a t  fo u r  m ee tin g s  s h o u ld  be  
he ld  in  each  ca le n d a r  y ea r— tw o  in  th e  ev e n in g  a t 
R .H .Q ., E d g w are , a n d  tw o  as now' a t  th e  M id d le sex  
G u ild h a ll . H e  fe lt th a t  th is  w 'ould give m e m b e rs , w ho  
fo u n d  a fte rn o o n  m ee tin g s  d ifficu lt, m o re  o p p o r tu n ity  
to  a tte n d .

A fte r  so m e  d iscu ssio n  it w as ag reed  th a t  E x e c u tiv e  
C o m m itte e  M eetin g s  sh o u ld  c o n tin u e  to  b e  h e ld  a t 
M id d lesex  G u ild h a ll th re e  tim es in  each  ca le n d a r  year, 
as a t p resen t.

10. Annual Reunion, 1967
T h e  S ecretary ' r e p o r ted  th a t  he  h ad  rece iv ed  a le t te r  

fro m  th e  H o n  S e c re ta ry , B an d sm en  a n d  D ru m m e rs ’ 
B ran ch , p ro p o sin g  th a t  th e  A n n u a l R eu n io n  n e x t y ea r 
sh o u ld  b e  h e ld  a t  E d g w are  o n  th e  sam e d ay  as th e  
A lb u h e ra  D ay  ce leb ratio n s.

A fte r  a sh o rt  d iscu ssio n  th e  C o m m itte e  d e c id e d  th a t  
th is  w o u ld  b e  im p rac ticab le , a n d  th a t  th e  tw o  fu n c tio n s  
sh o u ld  c o n tin u e  sep ara te ly , th u s  e n a b lin g  m em b e rs  to  
m ee t a t least tw ice  a y ea r a t  reg im en ta l fu n c tio n s.

11. Sale of Silver
T h e  C h a irm an  in fo rm ed  th e  M e etin g  th a t  th e  sale o f 

silver o f  th e  fo rm e r 7 th , 8 th  a n d  9 th  B atta lio n s , n o tice  
o f  w h ich  h ad  ap p eared  in  th e  A p ril, 1966, issue  o f  T he  
D ie-H ards, h ad  b een  d iscu ssed  a t  th e  O fficers’ C lu b  
m ee tin g  h e ld  p rev iously .

As a resu lt it h a d  b een  a g reed  t h a t :
(a) R ep resen ta tiv es  o f  each  o f  th e  fo rm e r  T .A . 

B atta lio n s  sh o u ld  b e  co n su lte d  b e fo re  a final d ec is io n  as 
to  sale w'as m ad e  in  o rd e r  th a t  an y  item s o f  h isto ric  
value cou ld  be  p reserv ed .

(b ) T h e  fo llow ing sh o u ld  rep re se n t th e  B atta lio n  
c o n c e rn e d :
7 th  B a tta lio n  . . C o l. W . D . E llis, o . b . e . ,  t .d . , a .d .c .,

d .l .
M a jo r  B. S t. G . A. R eed , m . c .

8th  B atta lion  . . B rig ad ie r  E. E . F . B aker, c .b . ,  c . b . e . ,

D .S .O . ,  M .C . ,  T .D . ,  D .L . ,  J . P .

B t.-C o l. I. D . B ro th e r to n , t .d ., d .l . 
9 th  B atta lio n  . . L t.-C o l. J . T .  D ear, t .d .

M a jo r  H . K . H a rd c a stle , T .D .

(c) B efore any  ite m  o f s ilv er w as o ffe red  fo r  sale 
generally  p ast m em b e rs  o f  th e  B a tta lio n s  co n c e rn e d  
w ould  be  g iven  th e  o p p o r tu n ity  o f  b u y in g  it.

F. W a ld en , C o lone l,
Secretary.
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EX EC U TIV E C O M M IT T E E  M EETIN G ,
Ju n e 13, 1966 

SE C R E T A R Y ’S REPORT
1. The Chairm an of the Association—Appoint­

m ent as A.D.C.
T h e  C h a irm a n  o f  o u r  R e g im e n ta l A sso c ia tio n  w as 

a p p o in te d  an  A id e -d e -C a m p  to  H e r  M a je s ty  T h e  Q u e e n  
w ith  effec t f ro m  A lb u h e ra  D ay , 1966.

2. Benevolent Cases
(a) D u r in g  th e  p e rio d  Ja n u a ry  1, 1966, to  A p ril  30,

1966, th e  su m  o f  £ 4 5 9  os. 6 d . w as s p e n t  o n  a ss is tin g
56  cases.

T h e  b rea k d o w n  sh o w in g  th e  se rv ice  o f  th e s e  cases is 
as fo llo w s:

P re  1914-18 W a r  . . . .  1
1914-18 W a r  . . 34
19 3 9 - 4 5  W a r  . . . .  1 7
S in ce  1945 . . . . 4

(b )  C lo th ing  G ra n ts .— A  to ta l o f  ten  g ra n ts  w ere  m ad e , 
o f  w h ic h  o n e  w as in  c o -o p e ra tio n  w ith  th e  R ifle m en ’s 
A id  F u n d  a n d  th e  R .A .F . B en ev o len t F u n d .

(c) C onvalescent H o lid a ys .— F iv e  g ra n ts  w e re  m ad e  to  
e x -m e m b e rs  o r  th e i r  w id o w s w h o , a f te r  se rio u s  illness, 
h a d  b e e n  rec o m m e n d e d  a p e rio d  o f  con v alescen ce .

O n e  o f  th ese  g ra n ts  w as m ad e  fo r  a w id o w  ag ed  85, 
w h o se  h u s b a n d  h a d  se rv e d  w ith  th e  R e g im e n t in  th e  
1914-18 W a r  a n d  h a d  d ied  in  1952.

(d ) F ood  G ran ts.— O ne  g ra n t  on ly  w as m a d e  on  th e  
r e c o m m e n d a tio n  o f  S .S .A .F .A . to  a n  ex -so ld ie r  w h o  h ad  
s e rv e d  w ith  th e  1st B a tta lio n  d u r in g  th e  19 3 9 - 4 5  W a r.

(e) F uel G ra n ts .— A  to ta l o f  eighteen  g ra n ts  w ere  m ad e , 
m o s tly  fo r  coal, to  e ld e rly  e x -so ld ie rs  o r  th e i r  w idow s.

(f) H ousing .— F iv e  g ran ts  w e re  m ad e  to  assis t w ith  
v a rio u s  h o u s in g  p ro b le m s.

O n e  o f  th ese  g ra n ts  w as m ad e  to  p ro v id e  b e d d in g  fo r 
th e  fam ily  o f  a m a rr ie d  e x -N a tio n a l  S e rv ice  so ld ie r  
co n s is tin g  o f  a  w ife  a n d  12 ch ild ren .

A n o th e r  g ra n t  w as m ad e  to  th e  w id o w  o f an  e x -so ld ie r  
o f  th e  1914-18 W a r to  assist h e r  w ith  th e  co st o f  rep a irs  
a n d  rep la c em e n ts  as th e  re su lt o f  a fire  in  h e r  flat.

(g) R e n t a n d  R a te  A rrea rs .— F ive  cases w e re  a ssis ted  
o n  th e  re c o m m e n d a tio n  e ith e r  o f  S .S .A .F .A . o r  th e  
F o rc es  H e lp  S ociety .

(h ) M iscellaneous G ra n ts .— A  to ta l o f  tw elve  g r a n ts —  
m o st o f  th e m  sm all— w e re  m ad e  u n d e r  th is  h e a d in g , 
w h ic h  d o  n o t  co m e u n d e r  a n y  o f  th e  p rev io u s  h e a d in g s .

T w o  o f  th ese  g ran ts  w e re  m a d e  to  a ssis t e x -m e m b e rs  
o f  th e  R e g im e n t w ith  th e i r  H .P .  c o m m itm e n ts ,  w h ich  
h a d  fa llen  in to  a rre a rs  in  c irc u m s ta n ce s  b e y o n d  th e ir  
c o n tro l.

A n o th e r  o f  th ese  g ran ts  w as m ad e  to  p a y  th e  legal 
e x p e n se s  o f  a w id o w ’s a p p ea l to  th e  P e n s io n s  A p p ea l 
T r ib u n a l ,  w h ils t a n o th e r  w as g iv en  fo r  th e  b e n e fit  o f  
an  e x -m e m b e r’s to ta lly  p a ra ly sed  d a u g h te r ,  w h o se  
fa th e r  a n d  m o th e r  h a d  b o th  d ied .

3. Executive Com m ittee — Resignation of
M em ber

In  v iew  o f  th e  fac t th a t  h e  is  leav in g  a t th e  e n d  o f this 
m o n th  to  s ta y  w ith  h is  d a u g h te r  in  Z a m b ia  fo r  a t least a 
y e a r, C o l. S . F . H e d g e c o e  h as  re s ig n e d  as th e  m em b er 
n o m in a te d  to  r e p re s e n t  th e  2 n d  B a tta lio n  o n  th e  E xecu­
tiv e  C o m m itte e .

4. M em bers—Deaths
N o tific a tio n  h as  b e e n  rece iv ed  th a t  th e  follow ing 

m e m b e rs  h av e  d ied  s in ce  m y  las t R e p o r t:
e x -C .S .M . W . H u rs t ,  d .c . m . ,  m . m . ,  la te  2 n d  B attalion . 
e x -P te .  T .  F ilb e e , la te  2 5 th  (S e rv ice) B a tta lio n , 
ex-?  G . W . M ills , la te  3 rd  a n d  4 th  B atta lio n s .

5. Em ploym ent
T h e  fo llo w in g  e x -m e m b e rs  o f  th e  R e g im e n t have 

b e e n  fo u n d  e m p lo y m en t b y  th e  R e g u la r  F o rc es  E m p lo y ­
m e n t  A sso c ia tio n  s in ce  m y  la s t R e p o r t:

C re a n , E . (24053309)— G e n e ra l H a n d  p en d in g  
G o v e rn m e n t t ra in in g  co u rse  as w e ld e r.

R o se , R . W . (23433524)— T e c h n ic ia n .
S im m o n d s , A . E . ( 5 3 8 4 9 3 )— S e c u rity  O fficer.
S la te r , T .  W . (23782185)— xM.T. D riv e r .
T i tm a rs h ,  A . E . (6206392)— P o stm a n .
T o w n sh e n d ,  D . L . (23783532)— S te w a rd , M e rc h a n t 

N avy .

6. R oyal Hospital, Chelsea
E x -S g t.  A . J . P a c k e r  (ag ed  87) w as a d m itte d  as an  In- 

P e n s io n e r  o n  M a y  2, 1966, b r in g in g  th e  to ta l o f  In- 
P e n s io n e rs  f ro m  th e  R e g im e n t to  f iv e .

7. Annual Reunion, 1966
W ith  re fe ren c e  to  M in u te  11 o f  th e  E x ecu tiv e  C om ­

m itte e  M e e tin g  h e ld  o n  M a rc h  14, 1966, in  v iew  o f the 
fac t th a t  th e  1st B a tta lio n  w ill b e  o n  leave  in  th e  U .K . 
b e fo re  r e tu rn in g  to  N o r th e rn  I re la n d  a n d  a re  an x io u s to 
a tte n d , th e  C h a irm a n  h as  a g re e d  to  th e  A n n u a l R eunion  
th is  y e a r  b e in g  h e ld  a t  th e  T .A . C e n tre , E d g w are , on 
S a tu rd a y , N o v e m b e r  12, in s te a d  o f  o n  S a tu rd ay , 
S e p te m b e r  24 , as a d v e rtis e d  in  th e  A p ril, 1966, issue of 
T h e  D ie-H a rd s.

8. Association Standard
S in ce  m y  las t R e p o r t  th e  A sso c ia tio n  S ta n d a rd  has 

b e e n  c a rr ie d  o r  u se d  o n  th e  fo llo w in g  o ccasions:
(a) A lb u h e ra  D a y  C o m m e m o ra tio n  S e rv ice  a n d  Parade 

a t  In g lis  B a rrack s , M ill  H ill, o n  M a y  15, 1966.
(b ) 1/7 th  B a tta lio n  ( 1939-45) D in n e r  a t T .A . C en tre , 

H o rn se y , o n  A p ril  30, 1966.
F . W a l d e n , C olonel,

S ecre ta ry .
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T H E  R E G I M E N T A L  A S S O C I A T I O N  O F  T H E  
M I D D L E S E X  R E G I M E N T  ( D .C .O .)

A c c u m u la t e d  F u n d s  . . 
C r e d i to r s  
B a n k  O v e r d r a f t  
P r o p e r t y  R e s e r v e  A c c o u n t  
M r s .  R e n n y  L e g a c y  . .
S i te  I m p r o v e m e n t  A c c o u n t  
L o a n  R e d e m p t io n  R e s e rv e  
L o a n  A c c o u n t  ( S e c u r e d )  
L o r d  L i e u t e n a n t 's  A p p e a l

a lu e

I n v e s t m e n t s  a t  C o s t
( M i d - M a r k e t  V a lu e  D e c e m b e r  3 1 , 1 9 6 5 ) .  

M o r tg a g e  
P r o p e r t y
F u r n i t u r e  a n d  F i t t i n g s  a t  n o m in a l  
P r e m iu m  B o n d s  
S to c k s  a t  C o s t .  .
D e b t o r s
C a s h  a t  B a n k e r s  
C a s h  in  H a n d  O .C .A .  C l u b s  
C a s h  in  H a n d  o f  C h a r i t y  C o m m is s i o n  
C a s h  o n  D e p o s i t  ( P r o p e r t y  R e s e r v e  A c c o u n t )  
M r s .  R e n n y  L e g a c y — I n v e s t m e n t s ,  e tc .
L o r d  L i e u t e n a n t ’s  A p p e a l  C a s h  a t  B a n k ,

, 1 9 6 5
W a r

C h a r i t a b l e M e m o r i a l
F u n d F u n d

£ £
3 8 ,1 6 9 3 8 ,4 1 8

99 1 ,6 8 0
106
5 0 0

2,532
3

8 3 5
8 .1 6 5
7 ,0 9 2

£ 4 1 ,4 0 6 £ 5 6 ,1 9 3

33 .423 7 5 6
( 27 . 574 ) (7 7 4 )

1 ,0 0 0
53,977

25
243
3 6 4 52

1 ,2 7 6
63

3.494
261

2 ,532
132

£ 4 1 ,4 0 6 £ 5 6 ,1 9 3

I n c o m e  a n d  E x p e n d i t u r e  A c c o u n t  f o r  t h e  Y e a r  E n d e d  
D e c e m b e r  3 1 , 196 5

W a r

I n c o m e :
G r a n t s  a n d  D o n a t io n s  
S u b s c r ip t i o n s ,  e tc .
I n t e r e s t  o n  I n v e s t m e n t s  
I n c o m e  T a x  r e c e iv a b le  

C o v e n a n t s  
P r o f i t  o n  T i e s ,  B a d g e s , e tc  
R e n ts
M a in t e n a n c e  R e c e ip ts  
H o u s in g  G r a n t  
A d v e r t i s e m e n t s  
G r a n t  f r o m

C h a r i t a b l e  F u n d  
O f f ic e r s ’ C l u b  
C o l o n e l  o f  t h e  R e g i m e n t ’ 

F u n d
E x c e s s  o f  E x p e n d i t u r e  o v e r  

I n c o m e

E x p e n d i t u r e :
G r a n t s  a n d  A l lo w a n c e s  
A d m in i s t r a t i o n  E x p e n s e s  
W r e a th s  
O .C .A .  R e u n io n  
G r a n t  D i e - H a r d s  J o u r n a l  
P r o v is i o n  f o r  D e f ic ie n c y ’ D ie -  

H a r d s  J o u r n a l  
U p k e e p  o f  W a r  M e m o r ia l  

H o n g  K o n g .  .
R e m e m b r a n c e  D a y  . .
S u n d r y  R e g im e n ta l  P a r a d e s  . 
L e g a l  E x p e n s e s  
C o t ta g e  H o m e s  M a in t e n a n c e .  
P r o p e r t y  M a in t e n a n c e  R ese rv<  
I n t e r e s t
R a te s  a n d  I n s u r a n c e  . .
R e p a i r s  a n d  M a in t e n a n c e  
A m o r t i s a t i o n  o f  L o a n  
P r in t i n g  a n d  D i s t r i b u t i o n  
E x c e s s  o f  I n c o m e  o v  

p e n d i tu r e

C h a r i t a b l e  M e m o r i a l

1 ,241
5 2 2

1 ,6 9 4

D ie -
H a r d s

J o u r n a l

527
62

4 2 6
3 0 6

E x

4 9 2 2 8 0

£ 3 ,6 0 0 £ i , S I 9 £ 9 6 7

1 ,2 6 5
4 1 9

6 9
6 0

100

51 54

■280

2 0
56
66

129
74

2 3 8
5 3 0 6

70
1 ,0 2 2

7 0
913

8 1 9

£ 3 .6 0 0 £ i , 5 i 9 £ 9 6 7

In  th e  i n t e r e s t s  o f  e c o n o m y  i t  h a s  b e e n  d e c id e d  to  p r i n t  o n ly  a n  
a b r id g e d  f o r m  o f  t h e  A s s o c ia t io n  A c c o u n t  w h ic h  h a s  b e e n  a p p r o v e d  
b v  th e  A u d i to r s .  C o p ie s  o f  t h e  f u l l  A c c o u n ts  a r e  i n  t h e  h a n d s  o f  
e a c h  O .C .A .  C l u b  S e c r e t a r y  a n d  m a y  b e  in s p e c t e d  b y  a n y  m e m b e r .

N E W S  F R O M  T H E  

B R A N C H E S

EA LIN G  BRANCH

I t  is w ith  reg re t th a t  I ty p e  th ese  n o tes , o n  b e h a lf  o f  
th e  E a lin g  B ran ch , as th ey  m ay  b e  th e  las t ones, because  
as is c o m m o n  kn o w led g e  th e  h a p p y  h u n t in g  g ro u n d  for 
th e  o ld e r  m em b e rs  o f  th is  b ran c h  is a b o u t to  b e  sw allow ed 
u p  in  th e  n a m e  o f  re -o rg a n isa tio n  o f  th e  T .A . forces. 
F ro m  p rev io u s  n o te s  I read  th a t  th is  is one o f  th e  o ldest 
T .A . C e n tre s  in  th e  C o u n ty . W e w o u ld  like  to  know  
o f  a n  o ld e r  o n e  w’h ich  is s till in  u s e ; an y  o ffe r s '  H o w ev er, 
le t’s ge t b ack  to  th e  su b je c t. I t  is h o p e d  th a t  ev en tu a lly  
w e sha ll be  ab le  to  h ave  o u r  “  g e t- to g e th e rs  ”  a t  H o u n s ­
low  o r  A c to n . W h ic h e v e r  i t  is th e  E a lin g  B ran ch  w’ill 
ce rta in ly  live u p  to  its  s ta n d a rd s .

O nce  again  it is  g rea t to  recall th e  fac t th a t  th e  B ran ch  
w as wrell re p re se n te d  a t th e  A lb u h e ra  P a rad e  an d  
c e leb ra tio n s  th is  year, a n d  m ay  th ey  a tte n d  m an y  m o re . 
A ll m em b e rs  a t  th e  m o m e n t a re  lo ok ing  fo rw a rd  to  th e i r  
o u tin g  to  B o g n o r o n  S e p te m b e r  18. T h is  sh o u ld  p ro v e  
to  be a v e ry  en jo y ab le  d ay , a lth o u g h  th e y  w ill h ave  to  
b e  on  th e ir  b es t b e h a v io u r  becau se  th e ir  b e tte r  halves 
w ill b e  p re s e n t;  so  w a tc h  i t  C o m p o , B ob  a n d  co m p an y .

I feel th a t  I m u s t  re p o r t  th e  fo llow ing  fac ts  to  all 
“  D ie -H a rd s .” R e m e m b e r  th e  w r ite r  is a G u n n e r ,  b u t  
seen  in  th e  b a r  rec e n tly  w as a “  D ie -H a rd  ” tak in g  
w’a te r  w ith  h is  liq u o r. S u re ly  th is  is a c rim e, m y  frien d s  
o f  th e  o ld  E ig h th .

W e wrelcom e to  o u r  b ra n c h  a new  m e m b e r  b y  th e  
n am e  o f  M r. W . T h a tc h e r ,  M .M . ,  H o n o ra ry  S e c re ta ry  
o f  th e  M ilita ry  M e d a llis t’s L eague . I s in ce re ly  h o p e  
th a t  h e  w ill en joy  o u r  c o m p an y  a t  th e  m o n th ly  m eetin g s .

G u n n e r .

(T h e  “  D ie -H a rd  ”  w ho  co m m itted  th e  c rim e  o f  tak in g  
w’a te r  w ith  h is  l iq u o r  was n o  o th e r  th a n  th e  R .O . I l l !!—  
Editor.)

M IL L  H ILL BRANCH

M o st o f  y o u  w ill by  n o w  h ave  read  in  th e  d a ily  p ress  
th a t  o u r  R eg im en t is, o n  D e c e m b e r  31, 1966, to  b eco m e  
p a rt  o f  T h e  Q u e e n ’s R eg im en t a lo n g  w ith  th e  th re e  o th e r  
R eg im en ts, w h ich  co m p rise  T h e  H o m e  C o u n tie s  
B rigade. A  fu ll rep o r t o f  th is  ev en t ap p e a rs  e lsew h ere  
in  th is  Jo u rn a l;  suffice fo r  m e  to  say  th a t  it w ill now , 
m o re  th an  ever, fall u p o n  e x -”  D ie -H a rd s  ” to  keep  th e  
co m rad esh ip  an d  tra d itio n s  o f  o u r  R e g im en t, b u ilt  u p  so 
jea lo u sly  by  o u r  fo reb ears , alive.

O u r  m o n th ly  m ee tin g s  c o n tin u e  to  flo u rish  a n d  it is 
a lm ost im p o ssib le  fo r  an y o n e  to  a tte n d  one  o f  o u r  
g a th e rin g s  w ith o u t m ee tin g  so m eo n e  w ith  w h o m  he  
serv ed  d u r in g  h is  p e rio d  o f  c o lo u r serv ice. T h e n  th e  
“  rem e m b e r w h en  ”  s ta r ts . I a m  alw ays am azed  b y  
chaps w ho  have s ta ted  q u ite  ca tegorica lly  th a t  a f te r  th is  
lo t “  I w o n ’t  even  jo in  tw o  p ieces o f s tr in g ,”  so o n  are  
d raw n  in to  co n v ersa tio n  a n d  only  a p p e a r  to  re m e m b e r  
th e  good tim es.

O n  b e h a lf  o f  all o u r  m em b ers  we offer o u r  co ndo lences  
to  “  B rew er ”  a n d  M rs. D ra n e  o n  th e  sad  loss o f  th e ir
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so n . W e  h o p e  th a t  th e  f u tu re  w ill h o ld  n o  m o re  b lo w s 
fo r  th e m .

T h e  n e x t  p e rio d  w ill b e  a fu ll  one  fo r  o u r  m e m b e rs  an d  
I k n o w  th a t  all w h o  can , w ill m ak e  th e  e ffo rt to  a tte n d  at 
le a s t  o n e  o f  th e  fu n c tio n s  o n  N o v e m b e r  12 an d  13, fu ll 
d e ta ils  o f  w h ic h  a re  to  b e  fo u n d  in  th e  fo rth c o m in g  
ev en ts .

S o m e  16 n e w  m e m b e rs  h av e  jo in e d  o u r  b ra n c h  
re c e n tly , th e  la te s t b e in g  P . B a rro n  (6201425) e x - i s t  
B a tta lio n , w h o  w as a P .O .W . in  J a p  h a n d s  a fte r  th e  fall 
o f  H o n g  K o n g .

T o  a ll  r ea d e rs  o f  o u r  J o u rn a l  a n d  to  all m e m b e rs  o f 
o th e r  B ra n c h es  o f  th e  “  D ie -H a rd s  C lu b  w e can  
p ro m ise  y o u  a  w a rm  w e lco m e  if, o n  th e  las t S a tu rd a y  o f  
an y  m o n th , y o u  h a p p e n  to  d ro p  in  to  see  us.

E r n i e  C o l e b e c k .

i / 7 t h  B A T T A L IO N  (1939-45)

T h e  A n n u a l R e u n io n  o f  th e  i / 7 th  B a tta lio n  ( 1939-45 ) 
w as h e ld  a t  th e  T .A . C e n tre , H o rn se y , o n  S a tu rd a y , 
A p ril  30, 1966.

A s u su a l th is  ev e n t w as m o s t su ccessfu l. A ll p re se n t  
th o ro u g h ly  en jo y ed  th em se lv es . T h is  y e a r  w e w e n t all 
o u t  to  c o m m e m o ra te  in  a p rac tic a l m a n n e r  o u r  a d m ira ­
t io n  a n d  a ffec tio n  fo r  th e  51 st H ig h la n d  D iv isio n .

W e  w ere , in d e e d , fo r tu n a te  to  h av e  w ith  u s  as o u r  
G u e s t  o f H o n o u r , G e n e ra l  S ir  H o ra tiu s  M u rra y ,  G .C .B . ,  

c . b .e . ,  d . s .O .  W e  w e re  d e lig h te d  to  w e lco m e  h im  an d  
sev era l o th e r  m em b e rs  o f  th e  H ig h la n d  D iv isio n .

C o l. S te p h en so n , in  h is  e n th u s ia s tic , a m u s in g  a n d  
m o s t  s in c e re  s ty le , p ro p o se d  th e  T o a s t  o f  th e  H ig h la n d  
D iv is io n  a n d  su g g e ste d  th a t  w e s h o u ld  se n d  G re e tin g s  
to  G e n e ra l D o u g la s  W im b erley .

(N o te .— A  m essag e  o f  G re e tin g s  a n d  G o o d  W ish es  
w as d u ly  s e n t  to  G e n e ra l D o u g la s  W im b e rle y  a n d  a m o st 
ap p rec ia tiv e  rep ly  rece iv ed .)

G e n e ra l  M u rra y , in  h is  rep ly , w h ic h  ex actly  c a p tu re d  
th e  p re v a ilin g  a tm o sp h e re , e m p h a s ise d  th e  w a rm  reg a rd  
an d  a ffec tio n  w h ic h  all ran k s  o f  th e  H ig h la n d  D iv isio n  
h a d  fo r  th e i r  C o ck n ey  M a c h in e  G u n n e r s .  T h e  basis  
fo r  th is  w as th e i r  a b so lu te  c o n fid en ce  in  th e  M .G . s u p ­
p o r t  in  th e  F ie ld .

T h e s e  sp eech es  w e re  rece iv ed  w ith  m u c h  ap p la u se  
w h ic h  th ey  fu lly  d eserv ed . O u r  m in d s  w e n t b ack  to  
1942-45 w ith  v iv id  m em o rie s  reca lled — so m e s tir r in g , 
so m e  sad , so m e  am u sin g .

T h e  sp eech es  ov er, th e  c h a tte r  a n d  n a tte r  ca m e  in to  
th e i r  o w n — a n d  so d id  th e  b a r.

A  m o st en jo y ab le  e v en in g ! M a y b e , fo r  so m e, m o rn ­
in g  as w ell.

W e  w o u ld  tak e  th is  o p p o r tu n ity  to  rec o rd  h o w  m u ch  
w e a p p re c ia te  th e  h e lp  a n d  c o -o p e ra tio n  w h ic h  w e alw ays 
rece ive  f ro m :

C ol. W a ld e n  a n d  h is  s ta ff  a t  R e g im e n ta l H e a d q u a r te rs .  
L t .-C o l.  H a ll a n d  m an y  m em b e rs  o f  th e  5 th  B a tta lio n . 
M r. A . F is h e r  a n d  h is  s ta ff  fo r  th e  e n jo y a b le  d in n e r  

a n d  serv ice.
T h a n k  yo u  o n e  a n d  all.
F in a lly  w e ap p eal to  all m e m b e rs  o f  th e  1 / j t h  B a tta lio n  

(*939-45) w h o  a re  n o t a lread y  in  to u c h  w ith  u s  to  d ro p  a 
lin e  to  M r. W . K n ig h t, m . b .f . ,  91 D aw p o o l R o ad , 
N e a sd e n , N .W .2 . D o  it now . B .B .R .

1 /1 0  B A T T A L IO N
T h e  3 3 rd  R e u n io n  o f  th e  B a tta lio n  o rg an ised  by 

“  D  ” C o m p a n y  w as h e ld  a t  T h e  F e a th e rs  H o te l,  S .W .i .,  
o n  M a rc h  26  w ith  S g t. G e o rg e  H u r fo rd  in  th e  C hair. 
T h e r e  w ere  4 7 p re s e n t  b u t  e ig h t o th e rs  w h o  accep ted  
fa iled  to  sh o w  u p . I lln ess , d is ta n c e  a n d  w e a th e r  a re  our 
e n em ies. A s i t  is, m en  cam e  fro m  T a u n to n ,  L ittle - 
h a m p to n , B ex h ill, G o r in g -b y -S e a , U p a v o n , E a s tb o u rn e , 
C o lc h e s te r  a n d  D u n m o w .

S g t. J . R . D o d d  w as ag a in  th e  o ld es t p re s e n t  a n d  at 
84 y e a rs  o f  ag e  d e lig h te d  u s  b y  r e c i tin g  f ro m  m em o ry  a 
so ld ie r ’s  b a lla d  o f  life  o n  th e  v e ld t in  th e  S o u th  A frican  
W a r, in  w h ic h  h e  w as a m e m b e r  o f  th e  Im p e r ia l  Y eo­
m a n ry . A n o th e r  o c to g e n a r ia n , C a p t.  A . E . Bow ker, 
cam e  u p  f ro m  n e a r  W o rth in g  a n d  d e lig h te d  us w ith  his 
s to ries , legal a n d  o th erw ise . G . P . G a rd in e r  a n d  F . L. 
B ro w n  sp o k e  to  th e  C o m p a n y  T o a s t  a n d  th e ir  rem in is­
cen ces  w e re  m an y  a n d  h u m o ro u s . J . B. W o o d  p roposed  
th e  T o a s t  o f  “  T h e  B a tta lio n  ”  in  g re a t  s ty le . W h erev e r 
h e  w e n t in  In d ia  a n d  th e  E a s t h e  u su a lly  fo u n d  a 10th 
M id d le se x  m a n  in  a p o s itio n  to  g ive  h im  h e lp . F . J . H. 
P a rk e r  re p lied . H e  h a d  jo in e d  th e  B a tta lio n  in  1908 and 
h e  te s tif ied  to  th e  p ro fo u n d  in flu en ce  th e  B a tta lio n  had 
h a d  o n  h is  life . C o l. F . W ald e n , S e c re ta ry  o f  the 
R e g im e n ta l A sso c ia tio n , b ro u g h t  u s  u p - to -d a te  w ith 
R eg im e n ta l affairs. W e  a re  alw ays g lad  to  see  Col. 
W a ld e n  a n d  h o p e  to  h av e  th a t  p riv ileg e  n e x t year.

H a r ry  B e d fo rd , w h o se  vo ice  is as g o o d  as ever, 
c h a rm e d  u s  w ith  h is  so n g s  a n d  acco m p a n ie d  th e  Glee 
in  w h ic h  m o s t o f  th e  co m p a n y  jo in e d . T .  S . R ich a rd so n  
th a n k e d  v isito rs , e n te r ta in e rs  a n d  th e  C h a irm a n . A t 
9 o ’c lock  w e rem e m b e re d  “  A b se n t  F r ie n d s .”  F .J .H .P .

2 / io t h  B A T T A L IO N  O .C .A . (1914-18)
T h e  3 8 th  R e -u n io n  D in n e r  o f  th is  u n i t  to o k  place at 

T h e  C ra n b o u m e , 1 U p p e r  S t. M a r t in ’s L a n e , W .C .i ,  on 
S a tu rd a y , M a y  7 , 1966. M r. C . A . R u s h  w as in  the 
C h a ir  a n d  an  a tte n d a n c e  o f  65 w as rec o rd e d . A m ongst 
th e  g u e s ts  w ere  M a jo r  R . W . J . S m ith , m . b . e . (re p re ­
s e n tin g  R eg im e n ta l H e a d q u a r te rs )  a n d  P reb en d ary  
G . A . L ew is  L lo y d , m .b .e . ,  b .a . (V icar o f  C h isw ick  and 
H o n . C h a p la in  to  th e  O .C . A sso c ia tio n ).

D u r in g  th e  e v e n in g  it w as a n n o u n c e d  th a t  a t the  
A n n u a l R e m e m b ra n c e  S e rv ice  to  b e  h e ld  a t Chisw ick 
P a r is h  C h u rc h  o n  th e  a fte rn o o n  o f  S u n d a y , N o v em b er 
13, a Roll o f  H o n o u r  c o m m e m o ra tin g  th e  266 m em b ers  
o f th e  B a tta lio n  w h o  fell in G a llip o li, E g y p t a n d  Palestine 
d u r in g  th e  F irs t  W o rld  W a r, w o u ld  b e  p lac e d  in  p rox i­
m ity  to  th e  e x is tin g  m em o ria l. T h e  g lazed  casket 
c o n ta in in g  th e  R o ll w o u ld  b e  su rm o u n te d  b y  a wall 
p a n e l in c o rp o ra t in g  a sm all c ro ss  o f  w o o d  fro m  the 
M o u n t  o f  O lives, J e ru sa le m , fash io n ed , w ith  th e i r  clasp- 
kn iv es , b y  so ld ie rs  o f  th e  B a tta lio n  in  191-7 a n d  used  in 
th e  fie ld  b y  th e  B a tta l io n ’s C h a p la in , th e  late  C anon 
T .  W . T a y lo r  o f  E ccles.

L t .-C o l.  D . B. W a tso n , M .c., w as a p p o in te d  C h airm an  
o f  th e  O .C . A sso c ia tio n  fo r i9 6 6 -6 7 . T h e  Horn 
S e c re ta ry  is m o s t a n x io u s  to  c o n ta c t a n y  e x -m e m b e rs  ot 
th e  B a tta lio n  w h o  m ay  h av e  lo st to u c h  o v e r th e  years or 
w h o  m ay  b e  u n a w a re  o f  th e  ex is ten ce  o f  th e  O .C . A ssocia­
t io n  ; e n q u ir ie s  s h o u ld  b e  a d d re s se d  to  th e  H o n . S ecretary  
a t “  C le v e la n d ,” Byes L a n e , S id fo rd , S id m o u th , D evon.

A .D .S .
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. (a) Clic la s t  WU atib (¡Testament
® ,s (b) Cobtttl to mp la s t

(delete line not applicable)

of me  ____________________        o f__________

— «--------------------------------------------- in the County of.________________________________

3 appoint — ......  — -— -— ....— -----—
-----------------------------------------------------------of-_ ----------------------------------------------------------
to be executor I executrix of this my Will.

3 gibe anti bequeath unto

The Charitable Fund of the Middlesex Regimental Association

In witness whereof I  have hereunto set my hand this    — ------------

day of   one thousand nine hundred and—

Signature of Testator or Testatrix.

r -
as and for h___ last Will in the presence of

¡0
s  * Address __ . .— . . - - - -

u ^ u «■ v. i
>

z
presence of each other have hereunto sub­ B ^ Address ....... —

scribed our names as witnesses. & Occupation....... - -
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1
1 don’t forget

A  the important events

which may concern you

in November 1966

or during 1967

I1 S e e  th e  lis t  o f  e v e n ts
1'  p r in te d  on  p a g e  2  c o v e r

•

Lord L ieutenant’s  

Appeal fo r  

W idows F la tle ts  

A lbuhera C lose  

Enfield

H a v e  y o u  g i v e n  y o u r  

c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  t h i s  

w o r t h y  c a u s e  ?

Help your old C om rades
. . .  in the Lord Roberts Workshops

These disabled ex-Servicemen are taught skilled crafts and trades and respond so 
successfully that they produce articles of a very high quality.

The Workshops are listed as contractors to H.M . Government Departments 
and County Councils, and in Hospitals, Clubs, Centres and Canteens you 

will see furniture made by them.

For the HOME the following I Wooden Furniture o f every description,
are produced and can I all types o f Brushes and Basketware and

,___ . . . . . , Lacquered Goods including Furniture,
b e  o b ta in e d  a t  c o m - I T r a y § }  T a b , e  M a t g  ( p , a i n  Q r  d e c o r a t e d ?

petitive prices. | or with crests).

F o r  p rec is io n  W o o d w o rk  fo r th e  M ess , C lu b , C a n te en , H o sp ita l 
o r  F a c to ry , w h ere  re q u ire m e n ts  a re  fo r  q u a n titie s ,  yo u  can n o t 

d o  b e tte r  th a n  c o n s u lt :

LORD R O B E R T S  WORKSHOPS
118-122, Brompton Road, London, S.W.3 

Tel: KEN. 3243
( There are e g  h i L o rd  Roberts factories throughout 
the B ritish  Isies)

F o r  p e r fe c t  r e la x a t io n  a f t e r  a n  E x e r i s e  o r  a  b u s y  d a y  at 
th e  o ffic e  th e r e 's  n o th in g  to  b e a t  th is  c o m fo r ta b le , 
lo w - r e c l in in g  “ S w is s ”  c h a ir .

P r o d u c e d  f o r  th e  E d i t o r  “  T h e  D i e - H a r d s , ”  b y  C o m b i n e d  S e r v ic e  P u b l i c a t i o n s ,  L t d . ,  67-6 8  J e r m y n  S t r e e t ,  S t .  J a m e s ’s ,  L o n d o ti j  
S . W . l .  P r i n t e d  in  G r e a t  B r i t a i n  b y  F .  J .  P a r s o n s ,  L t d . ,  T h e  A d e l p h i ,  J o h n  A d a m  S t r e e t ,  L o n d o n ,  W . C . 2 . ,  a n d  “  O b s e r v e r  
B u i ld in g s ,  H a s t i n g s .  A d v e r t i s e m e n t  M a n a g e r s :  S e r v ic e  N e w s p a p e r s ,  L t d . ,  67-68  J e r m y n  S t r e e t ,  S t .  J a m e s ’s ,  S . W . l .  ( T e le p h o n e :

W hitehall 25 04).


